
general allocation with the Assistant Surveyors, the latter­

naturally - wanted as much money as possible for their own 

districts, and he (County Surveyor) did his best to keep the 

balance fairly adjusted. 

Mr. Redmond said he believed the actual money allocated 

for New Ross roads was spent as evenly and as honestly as 

possible, but the allocation was insufficient and they ere 

now faced with the real problem - where coul the County 

Council obtain money to improve these roads. The scheme of 

loans for New Ross Urban area did not add a penny to the 

rates as the repayment of the loans was less than the prev­

ious maintenance charge. It was quite evident the roads 

could not be properly maintained on the exisin& allocation. 

If the Council borrowed £20,000 at 4 per cent for 15 years 

the annual repayment by instalment system of loan would 

amount to £1760 and to borrow half the amount for the same 

period would mean an annual repayment of £880. The Depart-

ment should consider favourably an application from the 

County Council to supplement the sum provided by the County i 

Council in vie of the fact that several of the roads requi~ 

ing special expenditure were no carrying as much traffic as 

some of their main roads. It certainly was within possi­

bility that if the main roads Scheme was under review, it 

would include a number of the most important of the existing ~ 

County roads. A very grave danger was that if they allowed 

the roads to deteriorate it would mean increased expenditure' 

over a very long period to make up for the neglect of only 

a few years. 

The Chairman said that there would be general agreement r 

as to the necessity for keeping their roads up to standard 

but where was the money to come from? 

The County Surveyor explained that according to offic~ 

returns the following is the mileage of Wexford Roads:-
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Ules 

Trunk and Link 291 

County Roads (Third Class) 1245 

do. do. (Fourth Class) 446 

Total 1982 

The average expenditure for main and link roads in 

1935 in An Saorstat as £84 per mile and in exford £92. 

The average expenditure for same ~ ;riod for all direct 

labour County Roads was £24 in An Saorstat in 1935 and in 

County Wexford £12. 

The average for ~ County Roads was £18 and for County 

Wexford £11. All other Counties, with the exception of two 

showed a higher expenditure under this head. Leix spent 

the same amount as Wexford and Mayo £1 under that. Taking 

the four Counties contiguous to Wexford the percentage of 

main roads as compared with County Roads is as follows:-

Carlow 21 

Kilkenny 19 

Waterford 18 

Wicklo 23 

while the percentage for Wexford as 15. In 1936 the 

Maintenance Grant was £11958, Improvement Grant £11064, and 

Relief Grant £6630, a total of £29,652• 

It was stated that the receipts for motor tax and for 

driving licences for the financial year 1936 were £26480 and 
~ 

or year 1937 £27426. The Council had no information as to 

amount received for petrol tax or for import duty on cars, 

but as these ere raised for general taxation they could not 

be included in Road Administration. 

In reply to Col. Gibbon the County Surveyor said all 

the trunk roads and half the link roads had been recontruc-

ted. It was impossible to give an average for the state of 

the third and fourth class roads, but something over 400 

. miles of the third class roads were in bad condition. A 

r 

number of the leading third class roads were carrying excep­
Le 
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tionally heavy traffic and if these could be improved, it 

would be possible to deal with the balance. The fourth 

class roads could be described as accommodation roads affor-

ding a way for farmers to get on to a more important road. 

Col. Gibbon considered the Council should approach the 

Government to secure a prohibition order against heavy lorr­

ies using roads which could not stand up to these vehicles ' 

and limiting the latter to the use of certain scheduled 

roads. They should try and agree on the standard of im-

provement for their third class roads. Then there was the 

question as to whether if money could be made available it 

should be all spent at once or spread over a certain period 

of years. The laUer plan, Col. Gibbon pointed out, had 

been successful and would not be so onerous financially. 

In conclusion he said that they should call for an increase 

in the taxation of very heavy lorries which were rea y 

causing the largest amount of damage to roads which were 

never bui t for such traffic. 

The County Surveyor, in reply to the Chairman, said 

that 300 miles of the third class roads ere really importsnt. 

and if funds were at hand he wou d put down on them a 

bitumen mastic macadam carpet in a five or ten years' pro-

gramme. He advocated the work should be done out of 

revenue and one shilling to one shill1ng and sixpenee in tlE 

£ on the rates would provide sufficient to meet all require, 

ments. £5,000 yearly for five years would effect a great 

imprOVement. 

The hairman said they had a programme for the expen­

diture of ~o,ooo on hospitals of which the County must 

provide one- t hird. The present could be described as their 

building period and until it was finished it would be 

difficult to see how money for road improvement could be 

found. It was essential they should take into consider-

ation the amounts required by the Subsidiary Bodies and the 
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in five or six years and No. 4 estimate to keep them from 

deterioration. 

Fourth Class roads - ~ich are really accommodation 

roads - to be left out of count for the present. 

Specifications for Nos. 2 and 3 are to be complete as 

to bottoming, surfacing and subsequent maintenance. 

The Committee then adjourned to 3rd September 1937. 
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The adjourned meeting of Special Roads Committee was 

held on 3rd September 1937. 

resent:- r. • 1 en (Chairman County Council) 

presid n; also, 01. Gibbon, Messrs. 1. P. Keegan, 

T. Redmond and Miss O'Ryan. 

The Secretary, County Strveyor, County So iCitor, 

and the ve ssistant Surveyors of the Counci were in 

attendance. 

The County Surveyor submitted map on which he ha 

marked 354t miles of the most important County Roads . 

The fo owing is the list:-

-- ----
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LIST OF IMPOBTANT COUNTY ROADS REQUIRING IMP , , 

, .. 
----. -ROAD-----;----· . ----- TERMINAL PO INT-S--------; NirIES-:------------------013 sERvATIoNs--. -~---====-~=== 

..0.0,- ------. -- - - - .--- - -----------_ _________ _ --

___ ~Gorey-Tinahely 

___ ~Carnew-Arklow 

___ : Gorey- Sea 

. 
J 

:Qorey Main Street to County Bounds 
; Barnadown 

• 

:Limerick to County ~ounds La ttinstovm 
With branches to Inch and Tubberduff 
Bridge 

:Gorey Bridge to Old Coast Guard Station: 
At Ballymoney with Branches to 
Kildermot Cross and Main Road at 
Ballyteigwm 

__ -: Camolin-Carnew : Camolin to Craanford 
, . 

___ :Camolin-Carnew :Camolin to turn Kilthomas 

___ : Ferns-Carne\-l :Rectory Gate Ferns to County Bounds 
Money 

___ :Camolin-Courtown:Ballydaniel Bridge to Riverchapel 

:.._~Clogh-
: Enniscorthy 

__ : Courtown -
: Blackwater 

___ : Ballycanew­
: Kilmuckridge 

: Ferns-
-:---: Ballygarrett 

____ :Enniscorthy­
- : Kilmuckridge 

:Clogh to Main Road at Rectory Turn 

:Courtown Harbour and Main Road 
Ballinatray to Blackwater 

:Ballycanew to Upton 

:Main Road Ferns to turn Knockadawk 

:Main Road Oulartwick to Kilmuckridge 
and Oulart to Main Road Kilnamanagh 

lOti-

8t 

5t 

4-& 
4 

7ti-

8.1. 
2 

144-

16 

7 

10.1. 2 

8t 

lO4! 

Through Hollyfort and Wicklow Gap 

Through Coolgreany 

Tourist Route 

Joins next Road 

Over Slieveboy by Kilthomas 

Passes Balloughter and crosses Gorey Wexford Link Rd. 

Thro Dalloughter,The Harrow a nd Sol sborough 

Tourist Route by coast,through Kilmuckridge 

Through Killenagh 

Through The Harrow and Boleyvogue,and crosses Main Rd. 
Ballyedmond 

Through Raheenduff 
Branch from Main Road Oulart past R.C.Church 

\:J © WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



HOAD 

__ "':'Enniscorthy-­
Blackwater 

_ :T:3unclody­
Shillelagh 

___ Enniscorthy­
CarneVl 

_ _ Kil tealy-Ferns 

LI ST OF I MP ORffANT COTJl~TY ROADS REQUIKl:NG- UJiPHOVEII.lI":i'1'I 
---------------------------------~-------- ---------- 2. 

TERMINAL POINTS -.r---=_ :-IviIL];]=~===== __________ OB.§];:RVATION~ __ 

:Main Road TomnaMfinshoge to Main Road 
a t Castle Ellis 

: Main Road near Bunclody to County 
Bounds Garryhas ton 

: Scar awalsh Bridge to County Bounds 
Knocknalour ~ith ~~~fi~h to Strahart 

: 1:~,Theelagower Cross to turn Craan nea r 
Ferns 

5~ 

6ti-

l}l. 2 

8~ 

Through The Ballagh _. i s u sed as through route 
Enni scorthy to Bl a ckwater 

Along Cou~ty Bounds past Clonegal Bridge 

Through Tombrack and Ballyroebuck - also Ballycarney 

Leading Road t hrough Ballindaggin a nd Ballycarney 

__ 3unclody-New Ross Dorans Cross to Main Road Ballinlug 3 214 Used as thro route - leaving Ma in Road thro Kiltealy 
to Wes t. 

__ "2:nniscorthy­
Temp~ e shamb 0 

__ Enn i s c 0 rthy­
I illanne 

__ Enniscorthy­
' ~\T e 1JJ Ross 

__ : :1:nni s c orthy­
:ferns 

_~Enniscorthy­
Taghmon 

____ ,Enniscorthy­
'8urracloe 

____ ·Enniscorthy­
:Iillurin 

: Nlilehouse to Bolabeg 

:Bellfield to Killanne 

: Enniscorthy Town to Ma in Road 
Bloomfield 

: Enni sc orthy Main Road Blackstoops 

: Main Road Knockmarshal to Taghmon 

: Enniscorthy Urban to Curracloe 
Branch of above to Coolnaboy 

: Borodale to Killurin 

' " . 

6 

7ti-

lti-

1 
'2 

13ti-

13 
2~ 

6ti-

87-¢ 

Leading Road Enniscorthy, Ballindagg in etc. 

~eading Road Enni sc orthy to Bl a cks t ai r s Mountain etc. 

Leading Road from top of Enni sc orthy a t Duff re y Gate . 

Leading Road Do. Do .. 

Leading Road through Bre e and Galbally . 

Tourist Route thro Ballymurrin and Screen t o Sea. 
Route from Wexford to Glenbrien 

Three Railway Stations off this route , 

~ 
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---- ROA.D~ 

__ ..:._~dams t own­
r\ ~acmine 

,j re e-Ederrriine 

Castlebridge­
-----:-B 1 a cl-\:. wa t e r 

__ ~Snniscorthy­
Castlebridge 

___ :<: illurin -
,Cas tlebridg e 

,Adams town­
Campile 

__ Adams tovm 
:Pal ace 

__ i Clonroche­
:3allinaboola 

__ ~Castleboro­
: Chapel 

_...--:..Old Ross­
;Pollmounty 

__ :New Ross­
:Palace 

__ .1.New Ross­
: --rexford 

, " .. 
LI ST OF IMP01i.TANT COUNTY ROADS REQUIRING IIvlPH.OVElViEW.r 
----- ------- -- ---------------------------------------- 3 · 

TERIIfi INAL POINTS . ___ -_M ILEii __ : ___________ . OBSERVATIONS 

:The Leap - Macmine Railway Station 

:Ballybuckley turn to Ma in Road Ede r mine 

: - ~rh ittys ' s Cross Main Roa d to Crosshue 
Main Road 

:Ballymurrin to Cas tlebridge 

:Killurin to Castlebridge with bra nch to 
Main Road a t Garrycleary 

: Main Road Adams town to CE'.mpile 1,'!i th 
: b r anch 

:Turn at Adams town Bridge to Ma i n Road 
Pa lac e 

:Tomfa rney Mai n Road ballinaboola 

: Ivla in Road Aughnagopple to Chapel 

:Old Ros s Pollmounty 

:Urban Bounds to Turn Ballagh 

:Urban Bounds at t wo places to Ma in Road 

6 

2 

2 

4-} 

6-a-

13 

4-a-

6i 

3 

6t 

6t 

1 

62i 

By Sparrows l and Bridge (Rai l way ) 
And Clonmore to Ra ilway Station 

Serves Edermine Railway St a tion 

Leading Road Cast l ebr i dge to ":31ackvvater 

By Deeps Bridg e,Kyle and Cro ssabeg,Branch pas t 
R. C.Church 

'.flhro Ne'Nba1fln and Dunmain 

Vi a Templesheelan pas t Pala ce Railway Station 

Thro Old Ross 

Thro Clonroche 

Past Rathgarogue a nd Ballywilliam Railway St a tion 

Leads to Pa lac e Railway St a tion . 

TVJO Tie Roads connecting Main Road 'N i th upp er part 
Of Town 
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L IST OF IlIIiPORTANT COUNTY ROADS REQUIRING IMPHOVEIVIENT ----.....I 

----------------------------------------------------

ROAD 

_ ._: Ballinaboo:ta­
: Fethard 

__ !New Ross­
:The Hook 

___ ...;..C ampile­
: Duncannon 

TERMINAL POINTS 

:Ballinaboola to Main Road Poulfur 

: Main Road Horeswood to Portersgate 

:Turn at Ballalley to Duncannon 

:Duncannon-Fetha rd: Dunc annon to Main Road Grange 
With branch to Haggard 

_ __ :Fethard-The Hook :Fethard to Portersga te 

: Burkestown­
: Foulksmills 

___ : Ballinaboola­
: Wellingtonbridge 

__ : New Ross­
: Mountgarrett Br. 

:Burkestown Main Road to Foulksmills 
Ma in Road 

:Newcastle Main Road Ballylannon Main Road : 

:Urban Bounds to Woodville Ga te 

__ : New Ross-Taghmon : Main Road Scullaboge to Main Road near 
Taghmon 

__ -_: Vvexford-Forth 
.: Mountain 

__ : Wexford-Kilmore 

__ : Wexford-Kilmore 

___ : Taghmon-
: Duncormick 

:Urba n Bounds to turn Newbay 

:Kerlogue Main Road to Kilmore 

:Newcas tle turn to turn at Kilmore Village: 

: Main Road Aghermon to Duncorma ck Main 
Road 

MIJ;,:ES 

l}~-

l~ 

4-a-

6-a-

}~ 

5t 

3t 

1 

5t 

12-
4-

12 

4-a-

3i 

T5~ 

4-

OBSERVATIONS 

Thro Cas sagh,Ballycullane and Saltmills 

Thro Campile and adjoining Ramsgr ange 

Road from Duncannon to Campile Railway Sta tion 

By Mullinderry Bridge 

Thro Clongeen 

This is a 4th class Road - t akes tra ffic Show 
Ground. 

Past Cull enstown R.C.Church 

Pa st Shovv Ground 

Thro Murntown a nd Baldwinstown 

Thro Bridgetown 

Thro Tullycanna and Ambros etown-lea ds to Rly. Stn. 

(J', 
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.- LIST OF IMPORTANT COUNTY ROADS RtQUIRING IIJIPROVEMEN'l'-------.---"'-;-""'"'-''''-----. ....... ' '-------''--.............. --- 41 

-------------------------------------------------- - - 5. 

____ -"'R..;;...;O~AD TERMIl1A~~O~NTS 

__ ~Duncormack-Banno T.-J : Main Road Duncormick to BannoVl 

___ ~Bridgetol;7n-Tagoat : Tenacre Main Road to Ma in Road Tagoa t 

: Wexf ord- Ross l a r e ---
: Strand 

___ : Rosslare Strand­
:Carn 

___ .: Yvexf ord-Ca rn 

:Ashfiel d Main Road Rosslare Strand 

:Concret e Road a t Gra nge to St . Ivers 

: Killini ck Main Road to Ca rn Harbour 

MILES OBSERVATIO.~N~S~ __ 

6~ Pas t Cool i shal Church and t h ro Carrick 

5-b 

3 Tourist Rout e 

3-!- Thro Tagoat - Tourist Rout e 

6)-
L!. Thro Broadway a nd Ladys IslRnd - Touris t Rout e 

_______ "2"5F---' --------------- -------_._--- ---.. ------------.=====--=. -- -------

County Surveyor's Offic e , 
County Hall, 
WEXFORD. 
2nd Septcmb er,1937. 
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Dealing with the list, the County Surveyor said that 

about 40 or 50 miles of these roads had been improved, but 

their condit on was not comparable with that of the main 

roads. 'fuen he ( ounty Surveyor) considere the position 

he found that to put the 354} mi es into ood con it on as 

not fea ible - in fact was out 0 the question as it wou 

cost quarter a mil on 0 money. Leaving out 0 account 

the Lar e sum necessary it wou d not be possible to spend 

it ~ithin a reasonab e time as he had neither the machinery 

nor quarries t.o dee with it. t, if ~xtra money cou d 

be provided on a ten year programme very eu stantial 

improvemen cou d be e fecte. Doing these roads t b 

bit y an ncreased a location on al third c ass roads 

wou d be carrying on to the best a vantage. 

' I'. Redmond cons . ered that some of the main and link 

roads re uiring improvement were not more mportant than 

some 0 the third class roads an his vie\ was that 

ment 0 the latter shou d be part y from rates and partly 

by Government Grant. 

The County urveyor pointed out the.t a number 0 year 

had elapsed since the Main oad Dec arat on was made. The 

main roads rere the lea in roads then, but chan in con­

itions had d verted portion 0 the motor tra fic which 

resulte in some 0 the r third c ass roads having to bear 

excessive traf ic. 

Co . Gibbon aug'ested that the County Counci shou d 

put up a reso ution pressing the Government to hcve money 

made available on important third class roads. In addition 

to ordinary motor cars they had orry and bus traffic which 

was most destructive to road sur aces. They did not want 

to de-c ass any of the main roads, but it was reasonab e to 

e ect that third c ass roads bear ng as much - and in 

some cases - more heavy tra fic than some of their main 

roads, deserved recognition 'n the y 0 Grants. They 
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should be satisfied to continue expanoin' improvement if 

a little every year. If they put orward proposal for 

the improvement of a 1 their third class roads they would 

not be ble to obtain sufficient from the Rate or the 

Government. They shou d resist emer ency repair un ess 

it could be proved that the road wou d other.;ise go to 

pieces. He then submitted the fol owing three pOints for 

consideration:-

(1) pproach the Department of LocE'll Government and 

ublic Health as to the re-c assification of certain impor­

tant third class roads. 

2) Inforn the County Council thnt it ~as not poss­

ible to improve their third c ass roads within a limited 

period. 

(3) Ri io y refuse to obtain loan or road repair 

unless under e ceptionnl circumstances such as the startjng 

of a new industry in the locality. 

The Chairman e ieved it wou d be more aovieable a 

regards the c ssifice.tion of roads to in uce the Govern­

men~ to agree to provide 40 per cent of the expenditure on 

important th rd class roads. 

r. Redmon pOinted out it was never the intention of 

anybody to father a scheme for the repair of all third 

class roads all at once, as they were up against the pro­

hibitive cost. He asked if the ounty Surveyor cou d put 

or ',ar D. concrete scheme no '!. The problem facing then 

\"as the starva.tion of roads or years, an when intensive 

traffic arrived the roads ~ere not ab e to carry it. 

The County urveyor suggeste an additional allocation 

of £9,000 per annum for a period 0 years or a 1 third 

c ass roads - half from Rates an the other ha f from the 

State. They should press for a percentage of Maintenance 

Grant for the important third class roads. 

A ter considera Ie further discussion the hairman 
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proposed:-

That portion of Grants from Roa Fund in accordance 

with the recommendations of 

important third class roads. 

ounty urveyor be applied to 

That the Cour,tty Council be 

recommended to put up for improvement of third class roads 

the equ.valent of a Rate of 4d in the £ in addition to 

existin maintenance a ocation, the Government to provide 

an equal amount. I 

lir. Ennis, ssistant urveyor, considereo that for at 

east seven years it wou d be fat a to eat into the 

ment Grant. It was the on y means by which they were 

really improving their roads and they were on y half way 

through it. The su ested alJocation ,ith a certain 

increase or link roads was necessary if they were going 

to keep the roads in good condition. From 1923 to 1928 

the roads had improved greatly but since then they ~ere 

gradual y oing back. 

The County Surveyor said that in the opinion of him­

self and hie Assistants, practically every road on tei::lt 

subni tted that day ~as deteriorating more or less. 

The Chairman asked ·if it could be feasible to have 

certain roadSpermanently closed to motor traffic and to 

have signs erected on those which were suiteb e for such 

tra fico 

Mr. Enn s, ssistant Surveyor) said most of the aamge 

done to roads was by lorries owned by farmers or used for 

farmers' convenience. 

Col. Gibbon pointed out that nine-tenths 0 t e beet 

traf 1c was carried in lorries vlhich also de i vered goodo 

to the sma shops in the country. In fact, lorries had 

supplanted the horse for all kinds of tra fico FEI.rmers 

VJere very badly hit at the present, and in his view, they 

were unable to pay any higher rates than those existing. 
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owing to the improvement of llain Roads it v:ou d not be 

necessary to spend so much money on them in the ftture, 

and if the Government could be got to recognise the 

important third class roads and the same road rate s 

raised as at present, portion of the money cou d be 

employed in the improvement of the third class roads and 

in this way by degrees they could be brought up to 

standard. 

Jlr. eeban said Co • Gibbon and his party were 

responsible for the deterioration of the roads by the 

li p nny-wise, poun oolish" policy they adopted in cutting 

dom the County Surveyor's estimate every year to an 

impossible fiBure. 

The resolution was then put and ec ared carried, 

Col. Gibbon dissenting. 
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The following resolution was adopted on the motion 

of Mr. Kelly seconded by Mr. Michael Redmond:-

"That the report of Special Roads Commlttee be 

received and cQnsldered. 1\ 

Col. Gibbon said that accordlng to the estlmates of 

the County Surveyor to bring particular roads detailed ln 

report up to the standard of their trunk roads would cost 

quarter of a million and a large sum for maintenance. In 

addition to this proposed increase for roads they were 

going to have a huge increase ~or public health purposes 

such as hospitals. He voted against the recommendation 

of the Roads Committee because he believed the road problem 

was less urgent than the problem of public health. If 

they had a greatly increased rate for public health they 

must reduce in other directions. He generally voted 

against increased road expenditure because he did not think 

they could afford it. Wi th the ald of Government Grant 

they had effected a fair amount of road improvement and if 

they could get a bit more out of the Road Fund (which was 

growing year by year) the roads would be satisfactory 

enough for the time being. 

Col. Quin said they could not put the lorry - which 

was the greatest friend the farmers had - off the roads. 

These were taxed up to their capacity to pay. 

The Chairman said that the County Council were up 

against a situation in w~ich, if further expenditure was 

not provided, a number of their third class roads would 

become impassable. The Committee's proposals would be 

only sufficient to keep the third class roads in ordinary 

repair. 

The County Surveyor pOinted out that the Road Fund 

was in debt to the Exchequer to the extent ot a million of 

money, portion of a larger sum borrowed some years ago 

for road 1mprovement. 
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The Chairman proposed:- "That further consideration I 

of recommendations of Roads Committee be adjourned to next 

County Council meeting and that, in the meantime, report 

of the Committee be published in local Press in order to 

allow of the County Council considering any representations 

which may be made by ratepayers as to the Committee's 

proposals." 

Mr. O'Byrne seconded. 

Mr. T. Reamond said that an extraordinary situation 

as regards their roads had arisen and the Council was 

prepared to do something if backed by the ratepayers. He 

(Mr. Redmond) considered in view of the representations 

of the Committee, the Council should adopt their recommen-

dations. The facts as set out in the report of the 

Committee could not be challenged. 

After turther discussion, the resolution was put and 

passed. 

COUNTY COUNCIL DEMANDS ON URBAN COUNCILS 

The Secretary stated that a Pay Order for £849. 2. 4d 

on behalf of Enniscorthy Urban Council had Just been 

handed in. 

The position as regards the two other Urban Districts 

(New Ross and Wexford) was the same as at last meeting, 

Wexford owing a half year up to March last and New Ross a 

quarter on foot of ordinary demand and half year in respect 

of roads for same period. 

Under date 7th September, 1937, letter was read from 

the Town Clerk, Wexford Corporation, stating that his 

Finance Committee had asked him to point out that owing to 

the death of the Poor Rate Collector the collection had to 

be suspended pending a new appOintment. When this took 

place every effort would be made to bring the Demand up to 

date. 
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In reply to query the Secretary said that the Poor 

Rate Collector referred to died on 27th April last. 

Mr. Ronan asked if the Corporation could get an over-

draft to pay the amount due. The Council would have to 

get an overdraft it they ·were short of the amount of rate 

due. Some effort should be made to get the money out of 

them. 

Mr. Culleton said that before Mr. Corish left the 

meeting he asked him to refer to the matter and to state 

that the Corporation had some difficulty owing to the death 

of the Collector, and within the past few years he (Mr. 

Culleton) thousht four Collectors died, which dislocated 

matters considerably. The Corporation had owed £10,000, 

but had reduced that amount considerably, and if they had 

the matter of the appointment of a Collector cleared up, 

they would make every effort to reduce the amount. They 

had done pretty well, and the p~sltion was due to circum-

stances over which they had no control. He thought they 

were making every effort to reduce the amount. 

Mr. Ronan proposed that the Corporation be asked to 

provide an amount of overdraft sufficient to clear off the 

demand of County Council to 30th September. 

Col. Quin seconded, and the proposition was passed. 

WATER SUPPLY - MENTAL HOSPITAL 

The following motion of which he had given previous 

notice, and which was circulated to County Councillors on 

loth August, 19)7, was moved by Mr. Kelly:-

"That a sum of £2,000 (Two Thousand Pounds) be 

borrowed from the Local Loans Fund or other approved 

source for the installation of Mental Hospital Water 

Supply.M 

At the suggestion of the Chairman the motion was 

amended to read "That a sum of £2,000 or such lesser sum 

1 
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as may be found adequate, be borrowed from the Local Loans I 

Fund or other approved source for the installation of 

Mental Hospital Water Supply". ) 

Mr. Kelly proposed the motion in these terms. 

Mr. O'Byrne seconded, and the proposal was adopted 

~anlmously. 

APPOINTMENT OF CARETAKER GOREY COURTHOUSE AND 
POUNDKEEPER. 

Two applications were submitted for the above 

appointment:-

Robert Valentine, son of the late caretaker of Gorey 

Courthouse, and 

Thomas Dwyer, Mount st. Benedict, Gorey. 

Mrs. Valentine, widow of the deceased caretaker, also 1 

submitted an application, but wrote under date lOth Septem­

ber 1937, withdrawing same. 

Col. Qu1n proposed and Mr. O'Byrne seconded the 

election of Robert Valentine. 

Mr. Lawler proposed and Mr. Sweetman seconded the 

appointment of Thomas Dwyer. 

The following is result of poll:-

For Dwyer: Messrs. Cullimore, Keegan, Lawler, Ml. 

Redmond, Thomas Redmond, Ronan, Sweetman and the Chairman. 

8. 

For Valent1ne: Messrs. Bowe, Connors, Day, McCarthy, 

Sean O'Byrne and Quin. - 6. 

Messrs. Colfer, Culleton, and Kelly did not vote. 

Messrs. Cor1sh, Gibbon and Kinsella were absent. 

The Chairman declared Dwyer elected. 

The following resolution was then adopted on the 

motion of Mr. Lawler, seconded by Mr. Sweetman:-

"That Thomas Dwyer, Mount St. Benedict, Gorey, be 

elected Caretaker of Courthouse and Pound Keeper at Gorey, 

on the terms and conditions supplied to applicants 1n 
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connection with the appointment, and also subject to the 

provisions of advertisement issued relative to same. 

That Mr. Elgee, County Solicitor, prepare agreement 

of occupation of courthouse premises etc., to be executed 

by Mr. Dwyer." 

The latter came before the meeting and expressed his 

thanks for his elaction. He said he would do all in his 

·power to carry out his duties satisfactorily. 

The following is the application of the successful 

candidate:-

"I wish to apply for the position as caretaker of the 

Gorey Courthouse and Pound Keeper. If elected to the 

position, I promise to carry out the duties attached to 

tne best of my ability. I am a married man, age 36 year~ 1 

witn two children. Enclosing references required. 

Trusting my application will be considered." 

He was recommended by Rev. M. Murphy, P.P., Craanford 

and Dr. Eugene Connolly, Mayfield, Gorey. 

REDEMPTION GROUND RENTS COUNTY HALL 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion 

of I~. 0 1 Byrne, seconded by Mr. McCarthy:-

"That pursuant to the Letter of Sanction of the Local 

Government Minister dated 6th August 1937 the sum of £4,151 

be borrowed from The National Bank Limited for the purpose 

of redeeming the Ground Rent of the County Hall, Wexford, 
. 

~d sum to be repaid within 15 years with interest at the » 

rate of one half per cent. under the Irish Banks' rate 

varying subject to a minimum of £4 per cent per annum as 

in said Letter of Sanction provided. And it is further 

resolved that the Seal of the Ccuncil be affixed to the 

necessary Mortgage over the rates to secure said loan." 
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FOOD AND DRUGS ACTS 

Under date 2nd September 1937, the Department of 

Agriculture wrote (G.3637/35) that samples of butter for 

analysis had been taken by one of the1r off1cers at the 

follow1ng centres:-

Enniscorthy 4 

Ferns 3 

Gorey 4 

The samples were submitted to the Public Analyst for 

the County who certified they proved to be genuine. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion 

of Col. Quin, seconded by Mr. Keegan:-

"That Garda James Grimes (3604) Duncormack Garda 

Station, be apPointed Ex-officio Inspector to Wexford 1 

County Council under Food and Drugs Acts for the Adminis­

trative County of Wexford, vice Garda Forde (7969) , 

Duncormack, transferred." 

SECONDARY AND VOCATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP SCHEME 

Under date lOth September 1937, (Trg./45470) the 

following was read from the Department of Education:-

"I am directed to acknowledge receipt of your recent 

communication with which you enolosed a list giving the 

names of the candidates to whom your Council desires to 

award scholarships under the above-mentioned Scheme. In 

reply, I am to convey the approval of the awards subject 

to all candidates complying with the requirements of Clause 

3 and to the terms of the Scheme generally being observed." 

SEALING MORTGAGE - OFFICE OF WORKS 

The following resolutions were adopted on the motion 

of the Chairman seconded by Mr. Kelly:-

"That our Corporate Seal be affixed to the Deed of 

mortgage of this date now read whereby security is given 

to the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland for the 
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repayment of the sum ot One Thousand Two Hundred Pounds 

proposed to be advanced by them to us under the Vocational 

Educat10n Acts etc." 

"That 1n asmuch as th1s County Counc1l does not 

immed1ately require trom the Commissioners of Public Works 

in Ireland the total amount ot the sum mentioned 1n the • , 
Deed ot Mortgage to them this day executed by th1s County 

Council, but preter to rece1ve the same by instalments as I 

occasion may require, it is re solved that the requisition 

tor each advance shall be intimated to the said Commission-; 

ers by the Chairman ot this County Council for the time 

being, countersigned by tne Secretary of the County Council 

ot Wexford. And that each such requisition shall be tor-

warded to the Accountant of the said Commissioners and all 1 

such advances shall be lodged to the account of the Wextord 

County Council in the Wexford Branch of the National Bank." 

LOAN FOR ROAD MACHINERY 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. Kelly seconded by Mr. Colfer:-

"That pursuant to the Letter of Sanction of the Local 

Government Minister dated 21st July 1937, the sum ot £2050 

be borrowed from The National Bank Limited to defray expen­

diture on the purchase of road machinery said sum to be 

repaid within 7 years with interest at the rate of one halt 

per cent. under the Irish Banks' rate varying subject to a 

minimum of £4 per cent per annum as in said Letter of Sanc-

tion provided. And it is further resolved that the Seal 

ot the Council be affixed to the necessary Mortgage over 

the rates to secure said loan." 

CARNE PIER IMPRO~lENT 

The following letter from Otfice of Public Works, 

Dublin, under date 4th September, 1937, No. C.8110l/1/37 

to the County SUrveyor was submitted:-
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MI am direoted by the Parliamentary Seoretary to the 

Minister for Finanoe to refer to previous oorrespondenoe 

relative to the proposed improvement of Carne Pier, County 

Wexford and to state that he is advised that the fishery 

intep~ts of the area would not warrant an expenditure of 

the order of your estimate of £1,755. I am to say, ho~, 

that if you oonsider a usetul improvement oould be effeoted 

within a maximum of £500, and if you will be good enwgh to 

submit a proposal on that basis, the question of a grant 

from the Employment Schemes Vote will be considered, having 

regard to the unemployment position in the distriot." 

Col. Quin proposed and Mr. MoCarthy seconded the 

following resolution whioh was adopted:-

"Tnat oommunioation from Offioe of Public Works under 1 

date 4th September 1937 (C.87/107/1/37) be referred to 

Finanoe Committee for consideration." 

ROAD ENNISCORTHY TO TAGHMON 

Messrs. John Leaoy, Kilgibbon; James Fortune, 

Sparrowsland and Owen Murphy, P.C., Ballymorris, attended 

as a deputation from Bree and Galbally Fianna Fail Cumann 

as to repair of road from Ennlscorthy to Taghmon passing 

through Bree and Galbally. 

Mr. Murphy, spokesman for the deputation, said the 

road is nearly impassable. It was used by about fifty 

motor and lorry owners in Enniscorthy and other plaoes. 

He suggested that this road should be classified as a link 

road for the purpose of repairs. The amount of material 

allowed for the repair of the raod would not fill the pot-
~ 

holes muoh less keep the road in repair. If the road is 

not repaired it will be impossible for a motor oar to 

travel on it next winter. 

The County Surveyor said that the amount allowed by 

tne County Council was only suffioient to fill the pothole& 
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If the Council gave him more money he would be able to put I 

it into decent order, as it was an important road. 

Mr. McCarthy - Twelve months ago we had a memorial 

from motor owners in ~nniscorthy about this road, and I and_ 

Mr. Kelly brought up the matter and a promise was made that 

attention would be given to it. I can bear out what the 

deputation says today. The road is in such a state that 

people will use any alternative route if they can get one. 

Col. Gibbon asked the deputation if they were prepared 

to agree to an increase of 1/- in the £ in the rates to 

improve the third class roads, of which this was one. 

Mr. T. Redmond - What is the feeling ot the rate-

payers about the cost of improving the roads - will they 

be satisfied to have a slight increase in the rates for 

road improvement? 

Chairman - It is more than a slight increase. 

Mr. T. Redmond - I am not mentioning any figure, 

but it is not as much as has been mentioned here. 

Mr. Bowe said the Bree road was undoubtedly bad. 

The Chairman said that the Council admitted the 

importance of the Bree road and would do they best they 

could to have it put into decent repair. 

Mr. Lawler remarked that the only thing to do was to 

raise a loan for this road. 

Col. QUin - Everyone wants repairs for their own roa~ 

We have over £1,000,000 in loans to pay interest on, and 

that is a bit thick. 

Mr. Keesan said the Council would remember the Bree 

road was an eBceptional case and they should ask the Count~ 

Surveyor to deal with it. 

The suggestion was adopted. 

The deputation thanked the members and withdrew. 

1 
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BALLYGALVERT IANE 

The following, which was signed by Rev. M. Rossiter, 

C.C., Dr. Kissane, and 14 ratepayers, relative to repair 

of Ballygalvert Lane was read and referred to the Finance 

Committee for consideration with report of County S~ar:­

"We, the undersigned, respectfully request the County 

Council to cut the corners and widen the narrowest p01nts 

of the lane known as nBallygalvert Lane" which is about It 
m11es long leading from Donard to Templeudigan. There is 

a great amount of motor traffic on this lane, and within 

the last three years four serious accidents occurred at the 

blind corners. There are six large-sized farms adjoining 

the land and the adjOining farmers will have no objection 

to the fences being put back. The lane is a link between '1 

the main roads at Donard and Templeudigan. Mr. O'Neill, 

Assistant County Surveyor, will be able to verify these 

statements." 

ROSSLARE STRAND ROAD, ROSSLARE 

Under date 3rd September 1937, the following was re~d 

from Mr. Ibar Murphy, Secretary Rosslare Fianna Fail 

Cumann:-

"I am instructed by the above Cumann to respectfully 
ask you to bring the following matters before the next 
meeting of your Council. 

When sewerage connections were being made, the con­
crete road through Rosslare was broken at several pOints, 
and in many cases, the holes made therein were not tilled. 
When the wind blows the sand is driven out of these holes 
which are 4 or 5 inches deep in some places. Motorists 
and other vehicles have to go to the wrong side of the 
road when passing to avoid breaking springs, and cyclists 
are in danger of being thrown from their machines. 

In a place like Rosslare where the traffic is so 
heavy, these holes are highly dangerous and the Cumann 
requests the County Council to see that the road is put 
into proper repair immediately. 

The Cumann also requests the County Council to see 
that the dangerous practice which has arisen of late, ot 
dumping building material on the roadside and the leaving 
of mixed concrete on the road itself, does not occur again. 
The Cumann submits that the public road is not the place 
for such operations which nearly resulted in serious 
consequences this Summer. 
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The Cumann also wishes to point out that the electric 
lamp erected at the entrance to the railway station pre­
vents cyclists and pedestrians on the railway bridge 
approaching Rosslare having a clear view of the road, 
especially when meeting motor traffic. Several complaints 
have been received about people being dazzled owing to the 
position of this lamp. 

Hoping that you will see your way to bring the above 
matters before your Council and thanking you in anticipa­
tion." 

Referred to the Finance Committee for consideration 

in conjunction with report of County Surveyor. 

INJURY TO WORKMAN - AGREEMENT FOR COMPENSATION 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. Kelly seconded by the· Chalrman:-

"That the Seal of the Wexford County Ceuncil be affix-

ed to agreement between said Council and Ocean Accident and 

Guarantee Corporation, 34 Dame Street, Dublin, providing 

for compensation of £85 with £7. 7. 0 costs and £5. 5. Od 

medical expenses in the case of Michael Jefford, 46 Bewley 

street, New Ross, for injury to his hand." 

FOOTPATH NEAR WEXFORD CEMETERY 

Mr. Kinsella complained of the footpath adjacent to 

the cemetery at Crosstown, Wexford. Rocks were coming 

up through it. 

The County Surveyor said he would examine this foot­

path, but believed it was not so bad as stated. 

FOOTPATH - ROAD ENNISCORTHY-FERNS 

Mr. Ronan complained of the footpath on above road, 

outside Enniscorthy. It was fairly decent before it was 

done, but it was now hopeless, and people were declining 

to walk on it. It was too high on the inSide. 

The County Surveyor stated that owing to the tremen­

dous amount of fast traffic on this road the footpath had 

been improved for public safety. 

Mr. Ronan said it was unsatisfactory in its present 

state. 
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The County Surveyor said he would examine this 

footpath again in view of Mr. Ronan's complaint. 

FOOTPATH - FERNS 

Mr. Connors said the footpath in Ferns from village 

down to the station was in a bad state, and people were 

obliged to walk on the road which was subject to very 

heavy traffic. 

Mr. Ronan agreed with this. 

It was decided that the County Surveyor examin the 

footpath and report. 

ROADS AT BALLYMONEY, GOREY 

Letter from Robert Spencer, Ballymoney, Gorey, under 

date 9th September 1937, called attention to the roads 

leading from Gorey to Ballymoney, via Ballycomclone and 

Kilmurray linking up wtth the trunk road, Gorey to Arklow. 

Referred ~o Finance Committee for consideration and 

report. 

POISONS AND PHARMACY ACT LICENCES 1908 

The Chairman proposed and Mr. Sweetman seconded the 

following resolution which was adopted:-

nThat new licence under Poisons and Pharmacy Act 1908 

be issued to Michael R. Moran, Castle Street, Enniscorthy, 

and to Laurence Doyle, Ferns, reports having been received a 
from Garda Siochana that they had no objection to same. 

Tl~t renewals under this Act be issued to Peter Healy 

82 North Main Street, Wexford and W. J. Haughton, Ferns." 

LOCAL APPOINTMENTS COMMISSIONERS 

The following resolution was received from Dublin 

County Council:-

"That, as the Appointments Commissioners have not the 

confidence of the people or the Local Authorities in Eire, 

this Council requests their immediate abolition, and fur~ 

e 

n 

u 
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that an expression of an opinion be sought from the various 

Local Authorities with a view to having the Commissioners 

abolished." 

The following was received from Sligo County Council:­

"That naving had experience of the recommendations of 

the Appointments Commissioners to positions in this County 

and others, since their inception, we hereby expeess our 

utter want of confidence in the selections generally made 

and ask for their abolition and that a copy of this reso­

lution be sent to each County Council in An Saorstat." 

The following resolution was proposed by Mr. Ronan, 

seconded by Mr. Michael Redmond and adopted:-

"That no action be taken as regards resolutions from 

Dublin and Sligo County Councils recommending the abolition 

of Appointments Commission." 

PIG FAIRS ETC. 

Under date 31st August, 1937, the Pigs Marketing 

Board wrGte P.C.56/37 that it was found that printed lists 

of Pig Fairs to be held in various centres in the County 

were anything but reliable, and if the Council could fur­

nish information as to the pig fairs to be held in the 

County in each month, giving the town, date of Fair, 

estimated number of pigs to be on sale and number of pigs 

sold at fair held about same date in 1936, the Board would 

advise curers of the information, and a market at fixed 

prices for pigs would be available for producers. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion 

of Mr. O'Byrne seconded by Mr. Redmond:-

"That we recommend the Pigs Marketing Board to 

approach the Department of Agriculture which might be able 

to arrange that Market reporters (generally Instructors in 

Agriculture) would supply the necessary information rela­

tive to Pig Fairs. It is understood these reporters send 

all 1nformation to the Department of Industry & Commerce." © WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 
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OLD AGE PENSIONERS 

Resolution was received from the Limerick City Council 

callLng on the President of the Executive Council to intro­

duce legislation whereby Old Age Pensioners in the Free 

State who are in receipt of small allowances from their 

Trade Unions or from former employers shall be entitled to 

the full 10/- per week Old Age Pension without any 

deduction. 

On the motion of the Chairman seconded by Mr. Keegan, 

the matter was referred to the Finance Committee for 

recommendation. 

"CUTS" IN PAY OF GARDA Sl OCHANA 

The following motion of which he had given previous 

notice, was moved by Mr. Corish:-

"That the Government be requested to restore the 

flcuts" in the pay of Garda Siochana." 

In moving his motion Mr. Corish pOinted out that the 

Garda Siochana since 1924 had suffered a cut of 17 per cent 

while the boot allowance, given in Northern Ireland and 

Great Britain had been abolished. Their cycling allow­

ance was £2. 10. 0 as compared with £12. 10. 0 for Northern 

Ireland and Great Britain. In 1924 an assurance had been 

given to the Guards that the "cuts" would be restored, as 

happened with other officials, but so far, this promise had 

not been carried out. Mr. Corish also referred to the 

fact that the cuts would interfere with the amount of the 

pensions. 

The motion was seconded by l~. Kinsella. 

Col. Quin, while expressing every sympathy with the 

Gardai, considered that the proposal should not be consid­

ered as it had nothing to do with the business of the 

Council. 
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Mr. McCarthy pointed out that while other people 

could form an organisation to press their claims the Gar&d 

could not do so, and had to rely on public boards in 

helping their~emands which he thought was reasonable. 

Col. Gibbon supported the motion. The Gardai were 

doing good work and the cost of living had gone up very 

considerably. 

Mr. Culleton held it was quite right for the public 

bodies to back up the Gardai in their demands. 

Col. Quin pOinted out that if they started on this, 

other people whose salaries or status might be interfered 

with, would expect the help of the Council for their 

reinstatement. 

Mr. Ronan said he would like to see the Gardai wall 

paid and to have them a contented force. They were a 

necessity in the country and were dOing their duty fairly 

well. The Government should examine the question and 

decide whether it was possible to increase their present 

salaries. He then proposed as an amendment:-

"That this County Council ask the Government to 

examine the question of "cuts" in salaries of members of 

the Garda Siochana." 

Mr. Keegan seconded. 

Mr. T. Redmond said he had the greatest sumpathy for 

the Gardai in this matter, and would like to see them well 

paid, as they were a splendid force and doing their duty 

excellently, but as far as he was personally concerned, he 

was not acquainted with the position and he was unaware of 

how much a Garda or Sergeant was paid. He didn't even 

know what the "cuts" were and didn't know why they were 

brought about. What Government was responsible? Before 

deciding on anything, he considered the motion of Mr. 

Corish should be adjourned for the present and let the 
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Counoil know exaotly what the position is, what the Gardai 

are paid at present and what they reoeived when the foroe 

was organised, when the "outs" were made and why; also, 

why there was no obJeotion advanced about these "cuts" up 

to the present. 

Mr. Sweetman said they should look at this question 

from the point of view of what the Gardai Siochana were 

oosting the oountry. As regards the figures whioh had 

been quoted that the members of the Gardai were reoeiving 

less than the plice in England, it would be interesting 

to find out the number of polioe in England per head of 

population and the same information for An Saorstat, also 

what the inorease was going to oost the oountry per head. 

To a oasual observer it appeared there were too many of 

the Gardai and it was hard luok on them if they had to be 

underpaid on aooount of the eoo.omic point of View. When 

oonsidering the matter tney might recommend not only 

better salaries but fewer Guards. 

The Chairman pointed out that the Counoil had no 

responsibility in the matter. While he would like to see 

the Gardai contented and well paid, he objeoted strongly 

to the making of oomparisons with other oountries. This, 

he believed, to be bad nationally, and might lead to hav.mg 

a move for another Aot of Union. There were far more 

police per head in Ireland than in England. This was 

purely and solely a matter for the Government. He agreed 

that the Government should be asked to investigate the 

question as to whether the Gardai were adequately paid and 

oonsidered that was a reasonable motion for the Council 

to pass. 

Mr. Sweetman said it was soaroely fair to say they 

had not the figures beoause a good many of the Counoillors 

had. Personally, he had seen and read them all. 
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Mr. Corish pointed out that as regards the County 

Council interfering in this matter the Gardai by reason 

of their position were not allowed to become members ot 

any organisation. They had, therefore, no organised 

body to champion their cause. It was on the report ot 

the Queensborough Commission that the pay of the Gardai 

was based, and all they were asked to do was to support 

the proposal that this basis should be restored. As 

regards the number of Police in England and Ireland, the 

duties of the police in England were entirely different. 

They had nothing to do but to administer the laws and were 

controlled by the Minister for Home Affairs. In Ireland 

the Gardai had something to do with almost every Act ot 

Parliament passed in recent years. In fact, their duties 

had increased one hundredfold since their establishment. 

As far as he could see the difference between the salaries 

here and in England was about 12/- per week. In regard 

to the cycling allowance a cycle was necessary for every 

Garda, but there was a difference of £10 per annum in 

favour of England, while the boot allowance for the Gardai 

had disappeared completely. The Resolution he proposed 

had been adopted by other County Councils in the Saorstat 

and he suggested Wexford should fall into line with them. 

Mr. Redmond said he was prepared to move an amendment 

that the matter be adjourned until the County Council had 

full information regarding the "cuts" and some information 

as to why they were not restored. 

Mr. Ronan stated as he had not been allowed to reply 

to what Mr. Corish said, he would withdraw his motion. 

Mr. Keegan then proposed:- "That the Government 

be requested to examine the question as to the salaries ot 

the Gardai Siochana and the "cuts" which had been effected 

in them." 
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The Chairman seconded. 

The amendment was then put with the following result: 

For: Messrs. Keegan, Lawlor, Miohael Redmond, 

Thomas Redmond, Sweetman and the Chairman. - 6. 

Against: Messrs. Bowe, Colfer, Connors, Corish, 

Culleton, Cullimore, Day, Gibbon, Kelly, Kinsella, 

McCarthy, OtBryne and Quin. - 13. 

Mr. Ronan did not vote. 

Mr. Corishts motion was then put and passed. 

Col. Quin said he dissented on the ground that the 

County Council were not concerned in the matter. 
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