






"Ple e bring to the notice of your !Wrobel'S of your County 

Council the enclosed llJ3morial slgr.ed by persons no have permanent 

sit s here. And What 1s meant by this 1s to h~e sm 1 bridge 

erected at the Roney Road by iOO D:>nomOl'e Road and the Roney 

road ould be joined up le :ving a ublic lane along the sea coast 

much used by tourists during the sum: l' months and public i .e. 

gener 1. The Boney end of lane is almost impassible at present . 

If your surveyor ill in act the lana, on hearing from you the 

date, I 11 explain matter to him more fUlly." 

The folloWing is copy of the memorial referred to by Mr. 

Davi d 1))y16: -

If l1e, the undersigned, re pectfully request you to bring 

to the not1ce of the members of the exford County CouncIl the 

state of the Dunamore-Torduff road or lane . We should be glad 

if your Council 111, at an early date, in.struct the Surveyor 

to inspect the lane and have an estimate made for relief 

grant tdch ould be ufficient to put the lare in reasonable 

repair to carry the amount of traffic th re is n t. In 

addition, to local residents ho re using the lane daily, 

several summer visitors have permanent site b.ere and the 

lane r f rred to is the only one they can use to get to the sea. U 

The follo ing re olution adopted on the mot10n of 

Mr. OtByrne, econded by . . Kelly: - "That appl1cat ion 

relativv to r pair of Roney and Donamore r ads be scheduled 

for re~' ir under Minor Relief Scheme." 

JOHNSTOWN LOWER LANE. . .-
Under date 19th september, 1938, 

Johnstown ~o er, rote that 0 far 

. Morgan Murphy, 

there no sign of 

above la..lle being repaired. It as in hopeless tate 

i th holes and bump and i th ecougps and briers mee t1ng 

across the lane. It ould be impossible to get up or do n 

the lane in inter ith holes full of . ater. 

It was decided to inform r. urphy that the lane had 

been listed for repair under inor Relif Scheme and repair 
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oUld be oarried out if lane as seleoted by Offioe of Publio 

orks . 

~A CLONMORE UPPER. ~EE . 

Five ratepayers resident on above lane leading to their 

dwelling houses oalled attention to its very bad oondition 

and it as xtremely a: kward and disagreeable to have to use 

it to get to their houses speoially in winter. If the County 

Council uld be gOOd enough to supply stones for the repair 

of the lane the riter would draw them any reasonable distance 

and repair the lane. 

Referred to County Surveyor for report. 

CARETAKING BUNCLODY COURT. 

Under date 17th September, 1938, the follo ing as read 

from RiChard Breen, Irish street, Bunolody:-

"AS the Bunolody Di triot Court is no being held in 

st . Aidan'S Hall of ioh I am oaretaker, there will be a 

oharge of 5/- per month for the oleaning and getting ready 

of the S8m3. TWo Courts have ooen held there August and 

september 0 that there i 10/- due to ma o Hoping to hear 

from you soon. 

The folIo ing re olut1on adopted on the mot1on of 

Mr. Colfer seoonded by Mr. Kelly:-

"That reoommend the County Council to agree to the 

payment of 5/- per month to Richard Breen, for preparing 

Courtroom at Buno1ody, olean1ng up same after eaoh oourt, 

and also for taking oare of County Counoil furni ture. " 

SHEEP DIPPING ORDER . 

under date 29th september , 1938, the Department of 

Agr10ul ture rote (L. 4141/38) that no useful purpose Ould, 

apparently, be served by the atten 06 at sheep fairs of 

the Sh ep Dipping Inspectors. The time of the Inspeotors 

ould be more pfofi tably employed in attending to their 

ordinaxy duties. 
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as read from the ~partment of Justice: -

"I am directed by the inister for Justice to refer 

to your letter of the 2nd Ultimo, relative to the travel11ng 

expenses of members of the Garda Siochana acting as ex-Off iCio 

Inspectors of Weights and asures, and I am to e~re s 

regret that a reply has not been sent earlier to you. 

"The matter has Since been receiving the inister's 

consideration and he is still in communication with the 

Commissioner, Garda Siochana, on the matter. It is hoped 

that it Will be possible to take steps Which ill lead to a 

reduction of the expenses in question." 

Under date 15th september, 1938, the Iepartment of 

Local Government · and Public Heal th (RoadS) rote (RG.M/32) 

that a payn:ent of £2,489 out of allocation for Road aintenance 

Grant of £11 ,918 had been lodged with the Treasurer of the 

County Council. 

INWSTRI=!y: SCHOOL APPLICATION. 

Under date 20th september , 1938 , the District Court 

Clerk, Ne ROSS, wrote that application ould be made to 

Ross Court for the committal to st. Aidan'S Industrial School, 

e ROSS, of Johanna Nolan, aged 11 and ry Nolan, 8 years 

old, Mayler I spark, w Ross. The mother , the surviving 

parent, was in a delicate state of heal th. , suffering from 

tuberculosis, and as unable to look after the children. 

Referred to . Elgee, County Solicitor. 

KIL NNOCK DRAINAGE A. 
JM 

The follo ing letter fran jor Barnewall, Kilmarmock, 

campile, as to drain on above drainage area to the Count¥ 

Council Solicitor as stibmltted:-

"In accordance with your letter of July 3rd, 1937, I 

placed my objections before the Board of Public Work , and 

I now enclose copy of their letter dated 14th instant, 
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dealing i th the whole matter. I should feel obliged if you 

would place it in the hands of the County Surveyor who e 

attent10n I ish to draw to th last sentence of Paragraph I. 

If, ould appeax to be the case, the County Council took 

over the re pons1bility entirely on the strength of the plans 

or tracing provided to them by the Board of orkS (Which 

included a drain that never existed) I am fax from satisf ied 

that the County Council cannot take step to remedy the 

mistake hiOO if not do~ ill cost me over £100 hile my 

landS derive no benefit hatever from the restoration work 

for whiCh I am charged that um plu maintenance. 

"Wi th regard to paragraph 3. Since 1931 I have 

repeatedly reque ted the County Counc1l to have thi obstruction 

removed, but no steps have so far been taken to do 0, i th 

the result that paxts of the drain upstream have completely 

disapt:eared and has becoroo a morass or amp, and a dangerous 

tr ap for 1 i ve stock in i ts vi oini ty. I may ad<o/tha t I have 

already had two beasts smothered in it one in 1937 and one in 

1938, and to avoid probably further losses during the coming 

inter this obstruction must be removed and the drain upstream 

renovated immediately. I 

The County surveyor sald he had dealt i th a substi tuted 

drain for the one Which as believed to be non- existent. 

According to the map supplied by the Office of WorkS the 

drain was outside the County Council drainage area. 

It was decided that the County Surveyor intervie 

ajor Barne all in the matter. 
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The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Miss O'Ryan seconded by Mr. Corish:-

"That the linutes of Finance Committee in respect of 

meeting held on 30th September 1938 be received and 

considered. II 

GOREY COURTHOUSE - CARETAKER'S PREMISES: The following 

letter from Thomas Dwyer, permanent Caretaker, Gorey 

Courthouse, to Mr. Elgee, County Solicitor, under date 8th 

October 1938 was read:-

"I beg to inform you that I have received keys of 

caretaker's premises from Clerk (Miss Keegan) of Messrs. 

Huggard, Brennan & Godfrey, SoliCitors, and I have noted 

that all Mr. Valentine's belongings have been removed. II 

Under date 3rd October, 1938, the following was read 

from Mr. Elgee:-

"With reference to our interview as to Gorey Courthouse 

and Robert Valentine, I '~ite to say:-

On the 11th of 1~rch last the District Justice gave a 

Decree for possession of the Caretaker's Premises adjoining 

Gorey Court House, but placed a stay on the issue of the 

Warrant for possession until the 1st of June last. 

On the 13th of June last the matter came before the 

County Council for consideration of a letter from Messrs. 

Huggard Brennan & Godfrey, Solicitors for Mr. Valentine, 

asking for further time to give up possession of the premises, 

when it was decided that further time until the 31st of July 

last should be given to Mr. Valentine. 

I was under the impression that the matter came again 

before the County Council for consideration after the 13th of 

July and that a further extension had been granted to the 1st 

of September but I have been unable to verify this, and conse­

quently I was in error when I stated that further time to that 

date, had been granted, either by the County Councilor the 
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District Justice. 

The Warrant for Possession is not ready for execution, 

and unless I hear on Wednesday morning, that Mr. Valentine 

has left the premises, I will have the Warrant placed in the 

County Registrar's Hands for execution, and arrange with him 

for a date to execute same, when some member of the Councilts 

Staff will have to be in attendance at Gorey to take over 

possession. 11 

Col. Qbin said it appeared to him that the whole thing 

was a mistake. 

1 r. :Murphy - The letter from Mr. Elgee clears Mr. 

Keegan1s side of it. 

tr. Keegan then referred to the following statement 

recently made by District Justice Fahy at Bunclody Court:-

"There is published in the local papers this week a 

report of meetings of the Finance Committee of the County 

Council and of the County Council itself in which the matter 

of the possession of the caretaker's premises in Gorey 

Courthouse is dealt with. This reports a t~. Keegan as 

stating that he had been informed that Valentine had been 

granted an extension up to 1st September by the District 

Justice. This statement is wholly untrue. Mr. Keegan is 

also reported as stating that without any notice to the 

County Council a further extension up to 1st September, 1938, 

had been granted. This untrue statement is, in my opinion, 

grossly libellous on me, implying as it does that I had made 

an order in a case between two litigants behind the backs of 

one of the parties concerned. I shall have to consider the 

question as to whether these untrue statements constitute a 

contempt of this Court or not and also as to whether it is 

worth while compelling the withdrawal of these statements in 

High Court proceedings. Meanwhile, as this is the first 

public opportunity I have got of nailing these lies, I expect 
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that I will be afforded the same publicity as that given 

the report referred to. Furthennore, as these untrue 

statements may possibly be regarded as criminally libellous, 

I am contemplating having the facts submitted to the 

Attorney-General for consideration by him. 

advice on the whole matter. \I 

I am awaiting 

1~. Keegan, continuing, said he regarded this as a 

personal attack on himself. He held he did not go outside 

his duty either at the Finance Committee or the County 

meeting. His information that the time for Valentine to 

vacate the premises had been extended up to the 1st September 

came from the Secretary through Mr. Elgee, County Solicitor. 

Ur. Elgee said that Mr. Keegan1s statement was correct. 

Mr. Keegan said he had been in public life for 30 years 

and nothing he ever said as a public representative had 

been challenged. He never had to withdraw anything and 

nobody ever called him a liar. From the time he first 

entered public life as a member of the old Board of Guardians 

up to the present nobody could ever point a finger at him. 

He had never called anybody a liar and never made any 

insinuations against the District Justice. He wished the 

Council to say if his action was or was not gyided by a sense 

of duty. He held he did his duty fairly, honestly and above 

Board. 

there. 

The allegations against him were not going to end 

Col Qui! sid if not the case would be subjudice, and the 

Council coulu do nothing at present. 

Mr. Keegan said he asked the Council only to vepify his 

statement. He considered it qUite unfair to callhm a liar 

without sufficient evidence. If public representatives were 

to be threatened in this fashion public life would become 

intolerable. 

Col. Quin said that the remark objected to by the 

District Justice as to the extension, had been made however 
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innocently, by Mr. Keegan. 

Miss O'Ryan said the County Council should take the 

responsibility for the remarks of Mr. Keegan in this matter 

in view of the information which had been given to him at 

meetings. As the report appeared in the Press it looked as 

if Mr. Keegan was tandng without authority and in an irres-

ponsible fashion. Councillors were very loyal to each 

other and she would not like to see any member attacked for 

doing something in which he v~s backed by authority. The 

Council, as a whole, in a matter of this kind, should take 

the blame and inform Mr. Fahy (District Justice) that the 

Council did not publish information with the intention of 

leading him or the public astray. She believed that they 

should stand by Mr. Keegan in his remarks and send the 

explanation she mentioned to .~. Fahy. 

The Chairman endorsed Miss O'Ryan's observations. When, 

the discussion took place Mr. Keegan' s remarks were fully 

justified on the information supplied to him by the officials 

of the Council and the Council should take full 

for these remarks. He looked on it as a very serious matter 

for the District Justice to put the whole County CounCil in 

the dock, because Mr. Fahy1s observations really amounted to 

that. 

L1inutes of the Finance Committee having been read, Mr. 

Elgee, County Solidtor, said that the question of extension 

for Valentine was put to him at a meeting. He had not the 

file of papers with him, but he knew at the time Valentine 

was given an extension up to the 1st September by someone, 

whether the Councilor not he could not say. He could not 

find anything in his pape~s showing by whom this extra time 

was given but he was quite satisfied he would not have given 

this information to the Council as to the extension up to the 

1st September unless someone had told him of it. However, 
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he could not brace where it came from. 

The Secretary stated on 26th August last he wrote lIr. 

Elgee and asked the date when possession was to be given u~ 

as the Council understood this was to be done on July 31st . 

There was no mention of September in that letter. 

Mr. O'Eyrne said it was a very serious matter that they 

should be given information from their off icials on which 

they could not rely. To say that the District Justice gave 

an extension of time which he did not f ive accoroing to his 

own statement had put the Council in an awkward position. 

He held that on the information given the Council any member 

would have made the same remar~s as Mr . Keegan did. 

After further discussion [iss O ' P~an proposed and Mr. 

Thomas Redmond seconded the following resolution which was 

adopted, Col. Quin dissenting: -

"That, in the opinion of this Council the statemen'bd 

made by Hr. Keegan as to extension of time given for vacation 

of Courthouse premises at Gorey Courthouse were j ustified on 

the information supplied to him by Mr . Elgee , County 

Solicitor. 

That copy of this resolution be fur nished Mr . Fahy, 

District Justice , and Mr . Keegan . II 

lIr. Keegan said he thanked the Council for the pains 

they had taken to vindicate his character and the Secretary 

for his trouble of getting out the minutes. He was also 

very thankful for the support of Miss O' Ryan and others in 

saying that he had not done anything wrong. He felt very 

proud to have the Council behind him in the matter . It was 

the first time he was attacked in that way during 30 years 

in public life and he felt proud to have the Council behind 

him. 
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COUNTY ~DICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH: The following, under 

date 6th October 1938 was submitted from Wexford Board of 

Health:-

"I am directed by the Wexford Board of Health and 

Public Assistance to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 

the 1st insta.nt together with copy of a letter sent to the 

Finance Committee of the County Council by Dr. Bastible. 

The Board note that the Finance Committee have requested an 

investigation into the manner in which the County Medical 

Officer of Health has been discharging his duties. I am to 

refer to the statement of the County Medical Officer of 

Health that IITuberculosis dispensarieS. have been held at New 

Ross every Tuesday II since July 8th 1938, a.nd to state that 

this statement is untrue. No medical attendant was present 

at the New Ross tuberculosis dispensary on the 12th or 26th 

of July, 1938, or on the 6th or 20th September 1938. The 

return for the month of August is not yet in the hands of 

the Board. No medical attendant appeared at the New Ross 

T.B. dispensary on the 4th of October. Vfuen the return of 

attendance for the month of August has been received, it 

will be forwarded to you. I am further to call your atten-

tion to the fact that Dr. C. Bastible ~as absent from the 

meeting of the Board held on October 3rd. " 

It was decided to discuss the matter in Committee. 

The Chairman said that since the meeting of the Finance 

Committee the general opinion of the public and of the 

County Councillors was that something more serious than 

what the Finance Committee proposed should be done. He 

(Chairman) was very sorry to have to move against a respon­

sible officer in a very responsible position, but the 

conduct of the County Medical Officer from a public pOint of 

view wa.s anything but creditable and the Council were bound 

to take strong action. He favoured the holding of a sworn 
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enquiry. As he said, it was a very serious step to take, 

but it could not now be avoided. He, therefore, moved the 

following:-

"That this Council, subject t o the approval of the 

Hinister for Local Government and Public Health, suspend Dr. 

Bastible, County Medical Officer, from duty pending the 

decision of the Minister as to the holding of sworn inquiry 

into the manner in which the County tTedical Officer bas been 

discharging his duties, and into the administration of his 

department. The County Council adopt this resolution after 

full consideration. 

That the Solicit~r to the County Council be directed 

to co-operate with the Solicitor to the Wexfar'd Board of 

Health in preparing the evidence for the proposed inquiry. II 

11 iss 0 ' Ryan seconded. 

Col. Quin thought it would be advisable if some further 

details of non-performance of his duty by the County f.!edical 

Officer were submitted. 

Mr. Sweetman was of opinion it would be advisable to 

have a recommendation in the matter from the Board of Health. 

After further consideration, the resolution was put and 

passed. 

U1IVERSITY SCHOLARSHIP SCHEME : The Chairman proposed and 

l~iss 0 ' Ryan seconded the following resolution which was 

adopted unanimously:-

liAs the Finance Committee have been advised they are 

empowered to award their University Scholarships only in 

strict accordance with University Scholarship Scheme, it is 

hereby resolved that said scholarships be awarded the first 

four successful candidates as set out in the Results of 

Examination furnished by the Academic Council of the 

National University, viz:-
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1. Patrick J. Corish, Ballycullane. 

2. Anglim James H., St. Anne 1 s, Duncannon. 

3. Brovme Thomas P., Rock 1 s Lane, Wexford. 

4. Crean Una Laire, Riverchapel, Courto\ID Harbour. II 

SCHOLARSHIPS GENERALLY: The Chairman said a number of 

members mentioned to him that they would like if the whole 

question of scholarships .were gone into, and some Councillors 

had suggested that a small Sub-Committee should be set up to 

consider it before they committed themselves to a further 

yearfs scheme. He moved that a small committee be appointed 

to consider the question of both Secondary and University 

Scholarships. The Council as a body had not given much 

consideration to the matter for a number of years, and he 

thought there was more or less an opinion abroad that the 

Schemes needed alterations in some respects, and the money 

could be spent to more advantage for the people of the Cou~ 

].r'. 0 1 Byrne seconded and the proposal was adopted. 

liss O'Ryan, liessrs. I,cCarthy, O'Byrne, LIe Redmond, 

Kelly, the Chairman and the vice-Chairman (t~. Corish) were 

appointed as a sub-committee. 

WEXFORD BRIDGE: Mr. Corish said that something should be 

done in the way of repair or the structure would collapse. 

1\ r. Kinsella said owing to the condition of the bridge 

a much less quantity of barley than in other years would be 

bought in Castle bridge and this would increase unemployment. 

Hr. Corish said the question of repair had been talked 

of for a long time and something should be done immediately. 

The Chairman said that Ur. Corish and he were with the 

Department a couple of months ago and the County Surveyor 

had been there on a couple of occasions. It depended on 

the Department when the repairs would be carried out. 
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The County Surveyor said as soon as they received the 

sanction of the Depatment he would be prepared to go ahead 

with the repairs. 

After further discussion the following resolution was 

adopted on the motion of Mr. Corish seconded by Ir. Kinsella : 

IIThat the County Surveyor communicate with the Depart­

ment of Local Government and PubliC Health by telegram and 

ask them to have immediate steps tsken in connection with 

the repair of Vlexford Bridge." 

On the motion of Mr. Kelly, seconded by II'. Murphy, 

the following resolution was adopted:-

IIThat 1inutes of Finance Committee of 30th September 

1938 as submitted to this meeting be, and the same are, 

hereby confirmed and approved except in so far as same may 

have been altered or amended by resolution adopted at this 

meeting." 

LOAN - SEWERAGE SCHEME CAMOLIN 

The following motion stood in the name of Miss OIRyan:­

"I hereby give notice of my intention to move at the 

meeting of Wexford County Council to be held in County 

Council Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, on r. onday, lOth 

October, 1938, at 10.30 a.m. that the Wexford County Council 

consent to the borrowing by County Wexford Board of Health 

and Public Assistance of £4,700 (Four Thousand Seven Hundred 

Pounds) for the purpose of providing Sewerage Scheme for the 

village of Camolin.1I 

This motion was circulated to cembers of the County 

Council on 5th September 1938. 

In moving the motion, Miss OIRyan said this Sewerage 

Scheme was absolutely necessary for the protection of the 

health of the people of Camolin, and great consideration as 

to the amount of loan and of the details of the Scheme had 
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been given by the Board of Health. 

l:Ir. Ronan seconded the motion which was adopt ed. 

PROPOSED WEEKLY PAYMENTS TO ROAD AND QUARRY WORKERS 

The following motion of which he had given previous 

notice stood in the name of Idr. Culleton:­

IIThat the County Council devise a system of making 

weekly payments to Road and Quarrymen as fer tnightly 

are out of date and very unsatisfactory.1I 

In moving his motion Mr. Culleton said that the Wexford 

County Council irrespective of what other County Councils 

were doing in the matter, should take a generous view of 

proposal. He believed the change from fortnightly to 

weekly payments could be made without a great deal of 

expense. When the matter was under consideration on a 

previous occasion it was stated that weekly payments would 

mean the employment of only one extra clerk . He did not 

see why the County Council should not pay weekly as was done 

by all business firms. 

~. Corish seconded. 

The Secretary read letter from Secretary of Dublin 

County Council stating they had made the change at the last 

meeting to the weekly system of payments and he would be 

reporting on the additional expense at the next meeting. 

They had to employ three additional clerks and a timekeeper 

for each road overseer, nirre in all. There was additional 

expenditure in postage and in pay orders. His County 

Council had not finally decided on weekly payments f~ 

roadmen. 

The Secretary said the same extra clerical assistance 

as in Dublin would have to be provided in Wexford if the 

proposal was adopted. 

County Surveyor - It would be £250 to £300 a year 

extra for postage alone. The change would mean upsetting 
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my department because there would be an extra day or half 

day a week instead of fortnightly as at the present time. 

I would have to have extra clerical assistance in my office 

also. It would be better for the workers to be paid weekly 

but this would mean a lot of expense and trouble. 

lr. Bowe said he knew a great many road workers and 

none of them ever asked him to support a system of weekly 

payJ.ffien ts . 

The Chairman said that it could not be justified to 

put extra expense on the Counc i l in view of their straitened 

circumstances in all directions. It was more important to 

employ as many men as possible and the expense of arranging 

for weekly payments would mean less employment. The 

adoption of the proposal would mean less money for read 

work and less men employed. 

I.Ir. Culleton withdrew his motion as he said it appeared 

to be unworkable. He did not wish to put the Council to 

extra expense if this would mean less employment. No road 

worker desired to aebar anyone from work in order to be paid 

weekly. 

SPECIAL EXPENSES PUBLIC HEALTH ACTS 

Under date 5th October 1938 the Department of Local 

Goverrunent and Public Health \1rote (P.H.11146/38 Loch Garman 

(Pd)) forwarding Order made by the Minister on 15th September> 

1938 fixing areas of charge for special eA~enses of Rural 

Sanitary Authorities under Public Health Acts 1878 to 1931. 

It was stated in the Order that the Area of Charge for 

providing and maintaining a water supply at Clonroche was 

the County Health District of Wexford. 
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PROTECTION AGAINST FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE 

Under date 30th September, 1938, the Department of 

Agriculture v~ote forwarding copies of Order entitled "Foot 

and :.louth Disease (Imported Carcases and Packing Materials) 

•• Order, 1938, with explanatory memorandum. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

the Chairman seconded by Uiss OtRyan:-

"That the Wexford County Council will use every effort 

to secure full compliance with Foot and Mouth Disease 

(Imported Carcases and Packing Materials) Order 1938. 

They suggest to the Department of Agriculture that 

copies of the Order and explanatory memorandum should be 

furnished the Veterinary Ins~ ctors of each County Council." 

SEALING MORTGAGES FOR LOANS 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Miss Ot Ryan, seconded by Mr. Kennedy:-

"That pursuant to the letter of Sanction of the Minister 

for Local Government and Public Health dated 15th September 

1938 (S. Loch Garman) the sum of £3600 (Three Thousand Six 

Hundred Pounds) be borrowed from the National Bank Limited 

for the purchase of Road Hachinery, said sum to be repaid 

within five years with Interest at the rate of one half per 

cent under the Irish Banks t rate varying subject to a mimi­

mum of £4 per cent per annum as in said letter of Sanction 

provided. 

And it is further resolved that the Seal of the County 

Council be affixed to the necessary mortgage over the rates 

to secure said Loan." 

The Chairman proposed and .r. Corish seconded the 

following resolution which was adopted:-

"That the Seal of the Wexford County Council be affixed 

to the Deed of Surrender and Counterpart thereof, by the 
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County Council to the Enniscorthy Co-operative Society Ltd. 

of the Existing Leases of the Machinery Yard Premises at 

Enniscorthy and also that the Seal of the Council be affixed 

to the New Lease and Counterpart thereof from the Co-opera­

tive Society to the Council of the Machinery Yard premises, 

and a plot of groQnd adjoining same for the term of 99 years 

from the 1st day of October 1938, with a clause of Surrender 

at the end of a.ny period of 20 years during said term, at 

the yearly rent of £75." 

DUNCORMACK ROADS 

Messrs. J. Stafford, Cullenstown, and Mr. J. J. Furlong, 

Littlegraigue, Duncormack, attended as a deputation to lay 

before the County Council their views respecting the roads 

leading to Duncormack Station. 

;~. Stafford said they were concerned principally with 

the roads from Wallace's Cross to Parle's mill and from 

Ambrosetown to Duncormack. They led to Duncormack railway 

station at which the traffic last year included 14,000 tons 

of beet and 10,000 tons of manure and coal. In addition, 

the roads served the mill which ground up to 6,000 barrels 

of corn. Under the contract system of road repair 90 cubic 

yards of gravel was formerly put on the road from Wallace'S 

Cross to the mill and 84 yards on the other one. Under the 

present system the amount was 30 and 24 yards, respectively. 

Despite the fact that the tonnage on the roads bad been 

reduced the traffic had trebled. They asked that these 

roads be re-classed so that they could be properly maintai~ 

They were the only roads in South Wexford leading to a 

railway station that were not either tarred or concreted. 

Failing re-classifica tion they asked that the tonnage of 

material be restored to the former figure and that an extra 

man be put on immediately for a month to prepare them for the 

beet traffic. 
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The County Surveyor said he estimated £615 for the 

section which included these roads and the Council cut it 

to £192. When his annual estimate came up he was told it 

was exorbitant and the cut had to be spread over the various 

sections more or less pro rata. 

Mr. Furlong pointed out that there was a good deal of 

tillage in the district and considerable traffic over the 

roads for beet and corn. At present, this was not too bad 

but when the heavy traffic began they would become impassibla 

l~. Stafford mentioned a blind turn at the entrance to 

the railway gate. All that was required was that the hedge 

should be taken do\vn. 

Mr. Furlong mentioned that this had been put before the 

railway company who disclaimed liability. The roads were 

maintained by sea gravel which in view of present day 

was hopeless. 

The Chairman said that when the Road WClI:'ks Scheme was 

under consideration at next meeting, consideration would be 

given by the Council to the representations made by the 

deputation from Duncormack. 

Hr. Stafford said of course this would mean that 

could be done until after Uarch next and the crux was that 

in the coming winter the roads would become impassible. 

if the County Surveyor could spend £20 on it immediately it 

would greatly help. 

]r. Birthistle, Assistant Surveyor for the district, 

said that what the deputation stated in regard to the roads 

was quite true. They would be almost impaasible fer three 

months of the winter. He was dOing what was possible to 

substitute quarry material far sea gravel. 

The County Surveyor said he would see if it was possible 

to provide any small amount for repairs. 

r. Stafford thanked the Council for the receiption of 

the deputation and the attentive manner in which they had 
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listened to the statements. 

ROAD MOHURRY caass ROADS 

r, r. Bowe said if something was not done with above 

road it would be washed away; there was one continuous stream 

of water flowing over it. 

I~ r. Ennis said that there was a question of weirs and 

their height involved. 

\[1". Bowe said that people wallcing over this road \'lere 

covered with water to the ankles and the Council should not 

allow such a state of affairs to continue. 

After further discussion it was decided, on the motion 

of the Chairman, seconded by jr. Corish, that _,!essrs. Bowe 

and Lawlor, County CounCillors, meet the County Surveyor, 

County Solicitor and I.Ir. Ennis, Assistant Surveyor, at 

Mohurry Cross and submit a report on the result of their 

visit to first available meeting of the Finance Committee. 

CARTERS AND HOLIDAYS WITH PAYMENT 

'Jr. Corish raised the point as to the eligibility of a 

carter employed in New Ross district being entitled under 

Conditions of Employment Act to holidays with pay. 

The County Surveyor said that persons conveying persons 

or goods were not considered to be industrial workers and 
entitled 

were not, therefore,/uo the paid holiday. 

tir. Corish contended that transport of goods meant 

transport of merchandise and did not refer to the cartage of 

road material. A man who sold retail from a van was 

entitled to the paid holidays. 

It was decided to refer the point to the County 

Solicitor for advice. 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



BORRIS AND PALACE EAST RAILWAY L E 

Mr. John Joyce, 1.I.C.C., Borris, and Major Little came 

before the meeting as a deputation from Carlow Comhairle 

Ceanntair Fianna Fail relative to the proposal of the Great 

Southern Railway Company to close the railway line between 

Borris and Palace East. 

Mr. Joyce said the proposal, if carried into effect, 

would be most detrimental to the interests of the people of 

Carlow and part of County Wexford. 

Uajor Little said the matter was one of vital importance 

and the Council, a a bod;y, had a repute.tion for jealous 

regard and guardianship of the interests and amenities of 

the people, and it was with confidence, therefore, he 

addressed them. The Great Southern Railways ~oposed that 

they close the line between Palace East and Bagenalstown. , 
./ 

He could ive few figures in connection with the goods that 

" were conveyed on that line. From Borris itself there 

upwards of 200 wagons of cattle loaded and sent away. 

what was called the beet campaign, 24,000 tons, between 

Ballywilliam and Goresbridge went to Carlow via 

Of other goods there were something like 14,000 tons -

cereals and goods for traders. If that teight of goods 

were taken off the railways and thrown on the roads, he 

would ask them to consider what would be the result. The 

roads had not been constr~cted to stand up to lorry traffic 

of that sort. In fact, within a couple of weeks of the 

beginning of the beet campaign, the roads would be no longer 

roads, but they would be ruts and furthermore, the County 

Councils, in order to strive to the utmost to keep the roads 

in the condition to bear that increase of traffic, would be 

strained beyond their abilities. He felt certain that the 

Council would see their own interest in the matter. If 

people on the short section of the line were going to be 

penalised in that monstrous fashion, people who sent their 
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beet from the South of the County via that line were going 

to be punished also . The result would be a stagnation of 

not only the agricultural industry, but of industries - t r ad­

ing and otherv!ise - through~ut the South of Wexford, through 

Carlow and the surrounding Counties. It was an arbitrary 

proposal on the part of the Railway Company and he submitted 

that it should not be tolerated. He had stated what the 

condition of things would be, and he was in possession of 

facts which went to show that there were difficulties in the 

way. There were certain traders who saw in the present 

situation something to their personal advantage , and he would ' 
I 

put the Council on their guard so that when obstacles came 

up they would be able to see them and brush them out of thei~ 

way. People thought that if the railway was done away with 

they would be able to increase the number of their lorries . 

They would increase them only to the extent of their personal 

advantage, but not to the extent of meeting with and coping 

with the enormous tonnage which would be thrown on the roads . 

He would ask for the Council ' s sy:mpatby by immedia.te action 

with regard to the line. 

In reply to i~. Corish, 'ajor Little said they had not 

received official intimation from the railway company thB.t , 

the line was going to be closed. They had a representative 

committee operating in Borris in regard to the matter . 

Since the committee was formed no communication had been 

recei ve d from 1 r. Floyd, of the Railway Company or Mr . 

Lemass , Minister for Industry and Commerce , except an 

acknowledgment of a communication. Deputies had communi-

cated with them. 

Mr. Corish said he had sent a letter to the Conmittee 

from Mr. Floyd, General Uanager of the Railway Company, but 

there was nothing in it saying the line would definitely be 

closed. 
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I!Ir. Keegan said that the roads which would be affected 

could not stand up to lorry traffic and if the line was 

closed the farmers would be in a very bad position. 

W~. Joyce contended that if the railway was not avail­

able the beet industry would be seriously injured. Beet 

growers could not pay 8/- or 9/- per ton for transport by 

lorry to Carlow Factory. 

ajor Little, in reply to the Chairman, said the 

Committee dealing with the matter had intimation that unless 

there was a strong agitation by the public bodies of Wexford 

and Carlow and the merchants and farmers concerned the line 

would be closed. If the Railway Company decided to close t~ 

the line they should give sufficiently long notice to the 

Councils concerned to have their roads brought up to the 

standard of being able to deal with lorry traffic and tbas 

replace the railway. 

' 1'. Corish did not agree with this. It was an accep-

tance of the proposal that the Railway Company could throw 

the traffic on to the roads. Independently of such a 

proposal they should protest against the closing of the line. 

Mr. Doyle said from his knowledge of the Railway Compan 

he would be surp~ised if they would not put on some alter­

native method of transport in the event of the line being 

closed. 

ir. Bowe said that the closing of the line might debar 

people from growing beet, as transport costs would be so 

high. The Railway Company had practically a monopoly of 

transport in the country, and even if they did not make 

money out of one small line they could still afford,to his 

mind, to run it. 

Col. Quin said, while in favour of having the rail~ay 

working it was a matter of £.S.D. If the line was not 
~ 

paying they could not expect to be kept open. Goods were 
" 

carried cheaper by lorry. 
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The County Surveyor said the Railway Company ~~s in 

competition by lorry against the line to make a case again& 

keeping the latter running • 

. w. Joyce said that porter to Borris was carried at 4/ ­

per ton by the Railway lorry and 5/- per ton by the Railway 

line . 

LIiss 0' Ryan. said it was quite clear that they could do 

it cheaper by road, because they had not to maintain the 

roads, while they had to maintain their own tracks. 

Yr. Re dmond said he knew the Railway line all his life-

time. It would sever a link . He thought the least the 

Council should do would be to make a very strong protest 

against the closing of the line, because there was no doub~ 

that this was going to affect the New Ross area very, very 

much in connection with fairs and probably in connection 

with the beet industry. How was the beet going to be 

transported from the farms if the line was closed? !t 

not be done on the road which could not carry the traffic 

that even the beet industry las going to throw on it . He 

was speaking to the L~nager of a very big firm - the 

Shelburne Co-operative Society - three weeks ago, and he 

said it was going to affect them very much, because they had 

constructed their premises so that they were served by the 

rail aye From the point of view of the farming interests 

alone in the New Ross area, he thought it was their duty to 

try to safeguard the line in any way they possibly could. 

He then proposed the following resolution:-, 
"In view of the fact that the closing of railway line 

between Borris and Palace East would seriously injure the 

interests of farmers, merchants and many others, we 

protest against the closing down of this section of line. 

In our opinion, it should be possible to have this branch 

on profitable lines. We request the Minister for Industry 
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and Commerce to use his influence to keep the line open and 

prevent the infliction of considerable hardship and loss on 

the public of the Counties of Carlow and Wexford. 

Hr. Corish seconded. 

In putting the resolution (which was adopted) the 

Chairman said it was most important for the people of Wexf~ 

that this line should remain open and for this reason alone 

the County Council were vitally concerned. If the Railway 

did not carry goods he did not see how - from a financial 

point of view - the Councils concerned could maintain the 

roads for this purpose. They simply could not afford the 

cost. 

OLD I .ReA e AND P«W:TICAL PRISONERS 

The following resolution was submitted from the Second 

Annual Convention of the National Association of Old 

"That this Convention of the National Association of 

Old I.R.A. desires to remind the People of Ireland, that a 

number of ~itical Prisoners are being detained in that 

of our County at present under the jurisdiction of the 

British Government, and we call on all Public BOdies, in 

every part of the County to unite in condemning this 

atrocity, and demanding its te~mination." 

1. iss 0 1 Ryan proposed and .Ir. Corish seconded the 

resolution which was adopted. I 

RESOLUTIOl RE CLERICAL POSTS 

The following resolution was received from the Irish 

Technical Education Association:-

"That the Civil Service Commissioners, the Department 

of Industry and Comnerce, Local Government Department and 

other Departments of State concerned, also Local Authorities 

be requested to amend regulations and syllabuses of their 

several examinations for Clerical Posts, in such manner as 

to offer a reasonable opportunity to students trained in 
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~l 

the Commercial Classes under the control of Vocational 

Committees to compete for and obtain these positions. " 

Several members pointed out that before considering 

the resolution they wished to be in a position to know what 

were the amendments required in the regulations and sylla­

buses . 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

'.r. Corish, seconded by ilr. Kelly:-

"The.t the Irish Technical Education Association be 

re~ested to furnish further information as regards their 

resolution re examinations for clerical posts . The 

County Council do not regard the present proposal as 

sufficiently clear to take action thereon and request the 

Technical Education Association to clarify the position." 

REMAINS OF SIR ROSER CASEMENT 

The Secretary stated he he"d received an acknowledgment 

from the British Home Office of the resolution of the 

Council asking that the remains of Sir Roger Casement 

be returned to Ireland. 
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WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL 

SPECIAL MEETING, MONDAY, 31st OCTOBER, 12J§. 

County Hall, 
WEXFORD. 

MINUTES 

N. J. FRIZELLE, 
Secretary Wexford County Council. 
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I 

A Special Meeting of Wexford County Council, summoned 

by directions of the Chairman, was held in County Council 

Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, on 31st October 1938, for 

the purpose of considering:-

1. Letter from the Minister for Local Government and 

public Health concerning the resolution passed by the County 

Council at their meeting on the lOth day of October, 1938, 

suspending Dr. C. Bastible, County Medical Officer of 

Health, subject to the sanction of the Minister for Local 

Government and Public Health. 

2. A Report by the County SoliCitor 1n pursuance of 

the Council's resolution of the lOth October, 1938, as to 

the manner in which the County Medical Officer of Health 

has been discharging his duties. 
on 

~. What action should be taken/Nos. 1 and 2. 

Present:- Mr. D. Allen (Chairman) presiding; also, 

Messrs. J. J. Bowe, P. Colfer, R. Cor1sh, C. Culleton, 

W. P. Keegan, John P. Kelly, William Kinsella, James Lawlor, 

Thomas McCarthy, Sean Murphu, Sean 0' Byrne, Miss O'Ryan, 

Michael Redmond, Thomas Redmond and Patrick Ronan. 

The Secretary and County Solicitor were also in 

attendance. 

The following under date 22nd October 1938 (P.H.26265/ 

4/38 - Loch Garman (Sc)) was read from the Department of 

Local Government and Public Health:-

UWith further reference to your letters of the 

14th instant regarding the case of Dr. C. Bastlble, County 

Medical Officer of Health, I am directed by the Minister 

Local Government and pub11c Health to po1nt out that the 

power vested in the Wexford County Council under Section 11 

of the Local Authorit1es (Officers and Employees) Act, 1926, 

and the County Medical Off1cers of Health Order, 1926, to 

I suspend Dr. Bast1ble is not subject to the Minister's 
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approval and the Minister is advised that the resolution 

passed by the County Council at their meeting on the loth 

instant suspending Dr. Bastible subject to the Minister's 

approval is inoperative. It is also observed that the 

terms ot the resolution purport to suspend Dr. Bastible 

trom duty only pending the decision ot the Minister as to 

the holding ot a sworn inquiry into the manner in which Dr. 

Bastible has been discharging his duty. 

The matter should be reconsidered by the County 

Council accordingly." 

The tollowing report and Statement ot Charges against 

the County Medical Otticer ot Health trom Mr. John Elgee, 

County Solicitor, were read:-

.. In pursuance ot the Resolution ot the Wexford County 

Council of the loth day ot October 1938, I have consulted 

the Solicitor tor the Wextord Board of Health and public 

Assistance and, in conjunction with him, have considered 

statements obtained by, or furnished to us concerning the 

County Medical Otficer ot Health. We are both agreed that 

there is in these statements evidence to support:-

(a) a charge that Dr. Bastible has ~led to pertorm 

satistactorily the duties of his ottice. 

(b) a charge that he has misconducted himself in 

relation thereto. 

(c) a charge that he is unfit to hold the said 

position. 

I attach to this letter a dratt conUlning charges, and 

particulars which are, in my opinion and that of the Soli~i­

tor to the Board of Health, warranted by the statements we 

have seen. 

-=--- ---=- --==--~-- - - -~-----~ 
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Draft Statement of Charges 

1. That Dr. Christopher Bastible has failed to perform 

satisfactorily the duties of his position as County Medical 

Officer of Health inasmuch as:-

(a) On the 13th day of July 1938 in the grounds of the 

County Hospital at Wexford, Dr. Bastible was under the 

influence of drink to such an extent as to be incapable of 

performing the duties of his office. 

(b) that on the 20th day of September 1938, at the offices 

of the Wexford Board of Health and Public Assistance Dr. 

Bastible was under the influence of drink to such an extent 

as to be incapable of performing the duties of his office. 

(c) that on the 5th day of October 1938, at the Tuberculos­

is Dispensary at Wexford and at the V.D. Clinic at Wexford, 

Dr. Bastible was under the influence of drink to such an 

extent as to be incapable of performing the duties of his 

office. 

(d) that in a letter dated the 29th day of September 1938, 

Dr. Bastible falsely reported to the Wexford County Council 

that he was fully aware that all Tuberculosis Dispensaries 

at New Ross had been attended between the 8th day of July, 

1938, and the date of the letter. 

(e) that Dr. Bastible made a report for a Meeting of the 

Wexford Board of Health and Public Assistance held on the 

22nd day of August 1938 in which he falsely stated that 17 

Tuberculosis Dispensaries had been attended during the 

month of July 1938. 

(f) that Dr. Bastible made a report for a meeting of the 

said Board hald on the 19th day of September 1938 in which 

he falsely stated that 19 Tuberculosis Dispensaries had 

been attended during the month of August 1938. 

(g) that Dr. Bastible made a report for a meeting of the 

said Board held on the 17th day of October 1938 in which he 

falsely stated that 19 Tuberculosis Dispensaries had been 

-- ----
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attended during the month of September 1938. 

(h) that on the 12th day of July 1938, 26th day of 

July 1938, 6th day of September 1938, 20th day of 

September 1938, and 4th October 1938, Dr. Bastible did not 

attend the Tuberculosis Dispensary at New Ross as it was 

his duty to do; that he neither sought nor obtained 

permissiomto so absent himself and that he took no steps 

to arrange for the attendance of a substitute. 

(i) that on the 19th September 1938 and 3r d day of 

October 1938, Dr. Bastible did absent himself from 

meetings of the Wexford Board of Health and Public' 

Assistance without permission or explanation. 

(J) that on the 23rd day of May 1938 and 29th August 

1938, Dr. Bastible did not attend the Tuberculosis 

Dispensary at Gorey as it was his duty to do; that he 

neither sought nor obtained permission to so absent 

himself and that he took no steps to arrange for the 

attendance of a substitute • 

(k) that on the 30th day of September 1938, Dr. Bastible 

endeavoured to prevent the performance by the officers 

concerned therewith of their duty under the Importation 

of Parpots (Temporary) Regulations, 1930. 

2. That Dr. Christopher Bastible has misconducted 

himself in relation to his position as County Medical 

Officer of Health, inasmuch as:-

(a) on the 27th day of September 1938, at the New Ross 

Tuberculosis Dispensary, the conduct of Dr. Bastible 

towards a female patient, one Mrs. Johanna Bolger, was 

indecent and unprofessional in that during what purported 

to be an examination of the said patient, Dr. Bastible 

indecently assaulted . her. 

(b) on the 9th., 16th. and 23rd. days of August 1938 

and on the 13th and 27th days of September 1938 at the 
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Hew Ross Tuberculosis Dispensary, the conduct of 

Dr. Bastible towards a female patient, one Bridget 

O'Connor, was indecent and unprofessional in that during 

what purported to be an examination of the said patient, 

Dr. Bastible indecently assaulted her. 

3. That by reason of the matters aforesaid and of 

habitual intemperance, Dr. Christopher Bastible is unfit 

to hold the said position of County Medical Officer of 

Health for County Wexford. 

On the motion of the Chairman, these documents were 

discussed in Committee. 

The following resolution was adopted unanimously 

on the motion of the Chairman, seconded by Miss OIRyan:-

-That we, the Wexford County Council, acting under 

Section 11 of the Local Authorities (Officers and 

Employees) Act, 1926, and having reason to believe that 

Dr. Christopher Bastible, County Medical Officer of 

Health, has failed to perform satisfactorily the duties 

of his position and has misconducted himself in relation 

thereto, and is unfit to hold such position, hereby 

suspend the said Dr. Christopher Bastible from the 

performance of his duties as County Medical Officer of 

Health from the date of this meeting, namely, the 31st. 

of October, 1938N • 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion 

of Mr. Thomas Redmond, seconded by Mr. Sean Murphy:­
Officer 

nThat the Office of Dr. Bastible, Oounty Medical I 
Of Health, be taken over by the Secretary of the Board 

of Health and Public Assistance and that seals be affixed 

to the lock of this Office by said Secretary'. 
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