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would be carried out if lane was selected by Office of Public I
Works. ;
LANE CLONMORE UPPER, BREE.

Five ratepayers resident on above lane leading to their
dwelling houses called attention to ite very bad condition
and it was extremely awkward and disagreeable to have to use l
it to get to their houses specially in winter. If the County H"
Council would be good enough to supply stones for the repair "
of the lane the writers would draw them any reasonable distance |
and repair the lane.

Referred to County Surveyor for report.

CARETAKING BUNCLODY COURT,

Under date 17th September, 1938, the following was read
from Richard Breen, Irish Street, Bunclody:-

"As the Bunclody District Court is now being held in
S8t. Aidan's Hall of which I am caretaker, there will be a
charge of 5/- per month for the cleaning and getting ready .
of the same. Two Courts have been held there August and l'
September so that there is 10/- due to me.  Hoping to hear |
from you soon."”

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr. Colfer seconded by Mr. Kelly:-

"That we recommend the County Council to agree to the
pa.ymenf of 5/- per month to Richard Breen, for preparing

Courtroom at Bunclody, cleaning up same after each court,

and also for taking care of County Council furniture."
SHEEP DIPPING CRDER. '
Under date 29th September, 1933, the Department of {
Agricul ture wrote (L.4141/38) that no useful purpose Would, !
apparently, be served by the attendance at sheep fairs of
the Sheep Dipping Inspectors. The time of the Inspectors
would be more pfofitably employed in attending to their

ordinary duties.
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was read from the Department of Justice:-

"I am directed by the Minister for Justice to refer
to your letter of the 2nd ultimo, relative to the travelling
expenses of members of the Garda Siochana acting as ex-Officio
Inspectors of Weights and Measures, and I am to express
regret that a reply has not been sent earlier to you.

"The matter has since been receiving the Minister's
consideration and he is still in commnication with the
Commissioner, Garda Siochana, on the matter. It is hoped
that it will be possible to take steps which will lead to a
reduction of the expenses in question.”

BOAD MAINTENANCE GRANT.

Under date 15th September, 1938, the Department of
Local Government and Public Health (Roads) wrote (RGM/32)
that a payment of £2,489 out of allocation for Road Maintenance
Grant of £11,918 had been lodged with the Treasurer of the
County Council.

INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL APPLICATION,

Under date 20th September, 1938, the District Court
Clerk, New Ross, wrote that application would be made to New
Ross Court for the committal to St. Aidan's Industrial School,
New Ross, of Johanna Nolan, aged 11 and Mary Nolan, 8 years
old, Meyler's park, New Ross. The mother, the surviving
parent, was in a delicate state of health., suffering from
tuberculosis, and was unable to look after the children.

Referred to Mr. Elgee, County Solicitor.

KILMANNOCK IRAINAGE AREA.

The following letter from Major Barnewall, Kilmannock,
Campile, as to drain on above drainage area to the County
Council Solicitor was submitted:-

*In accordance with your letter of July 3rd, 1937, I
placed my objections before the Board of Public Works, and
I now enclose copy of their letter dated 14th instant,
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dealing with the whole matter. I should feel obliged if you ’
would place it in the hands of the County Surveyor whose l .
attention I wish to draw to the last sentence of Paragraph I. '
i1f, as would appear to be the case, the County Council took ﬁ
over the responsibility entirely on the strength of the plans
or tracing provided to them by the Board of Works (which t
included a drain that never existed) I am far from satisfied ‘
that the County Council cannot take steps to remedy the I
mistake which if not done will cost me over £100 while my '
lands derive no benefit whatever from the restoration work

for which I am charged that sum plus maintenance.

"With regard to paragraph 3. Since 1531 I have
repeatedly requested the County Council to have this obstruction
removed, but no steps have so far been taken to do so, with
the result that partes of the drain upstream have completely
disappeared and has become a morase or swamp, and a dangerous
trap for livestock in its vicinity. I may a.dq‘bhat I have
already had two beasts smothered in it one in 1937 and one in
1938, and to avoid probably further losses during the coming
winter this obstruction must be removed and the drain upstream
renovated imwediately."

The County Surveyor said he had dealt with a ﬁubstituted
drain for the one which was believed to be non-existent.
According to the map supplied by the Office of Works the
drain was outside the County Council drainage area.

It was decided that the County Surveyor interview
Major Barnewall in the matier.
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The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Miss O'Ryan seconded by Mr. Corish:-

"That the Minutes of Finance Committee in respect of
meeting held on 30th September 1938 be received and

considered."

GOREY COURTHOUSE -~ CARETAKER'S PREMISES: The following
letter from Thomas Dwyer, permanent Caretaker, Gorey
Courthouse, to lMr. Elgee, County Solicitor, under date 8th
October 1938 was read:-

"I beg to inform you that I have received keye of
caretaker's premises from Clerk (Miss Keegan) of Messrs.
Huggard, Brennan & Godfrey, Solicitors, and I have noted
that all lr. Valentine's belongings have been removed."

Under date 3rd October, 1938, the following was read
from lr. Elgee:-

"With reference to our interview as to Gorey Courthouse
and Robert Valentine, I write to say:-

On the 1llth of March last the District Justice gave a
Decree for possession of the Caretaker's Premises adjoining
Gorey Court House, but placed a stay on the issue of the
Warrant for possession until the lst of June last.

On the 13th of June last the matter came before the
County Council for consideration of a letter from Messrs.
Huggard Brennan & Godfrey, Solicitors for Mr. Valentine,
asking for further time to give up possession of the premises
when it was decided that further time until the 31st of July
last should be given to Mr. Valentine.

I was under the impression that the matter came again
before the County Council for consideration after the 13th of

July and that a further extension had been granted to the lst

of September but I have been unable to verify this, and conse-

quently I was in error when I stated that' further time to that

date, had been grant

ed, elther by the County Council o the
© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES




District Justice.

The Warrant for Possession is not ready for execution,
and unless I hear on Wednesday morning, that Mr. Valentine
has left the premises, I will have the Warrant placed in the
County Registrar's Hands for execution, and arrange with him
for a date to execute same, when some member of the Counciltsg

taff will have to be 1n attendance at Gorey to take over
possession."

Col. Qnin said it appeared to him that the whole thing
was a mistake,

Mr. Murphy - The letter from lMr, Elgee clears lMr.
Keegan's side of it.

lr. Keegan then referred to the following statement
recently made by District Justice Fahy at Bunclody Court:-

"There is published in the local papers this week a
report of meetings of the Finance Committee of the County
Council and of the County Council itself in which the matter
of the poseession of the caretakerts premises in Gorey
Courthouse is dealt with. This reports a lr. Keegan as
stating that he had been informed that Valentine had been
granted an extension up to lst September by the District
Justice. This statement is wholly untrue. Mr. Keegan is
also reported as stating that without any notice to the
County Council a further extension up to 1lst September, 1938,
had been granted. This untrue statement is, in my opinion,
grossly libellous on me, implying as it does that I had made
an order ln a cese between two litigants behind the backs of
one of the parties concerned. I shall have to consider the
question as to whether these untrue statements constitute a
contempt of this Court or not and also as to whether it is
worth while compelling the withdrawal of these statements in

High Court proceedings. Neanwhile, as this is the first

public opportunity I have got of nailing these lies, I expect
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that T wlll be afforded the same publicity as that given ;

the report referred to. Furthermore, as these untrue il |
|

statements may possibly be regarded as criminally libellous,

I am contemplating having the facts submitted to the

Attorney-General for consideration by him. I am awaiting
advice on the whole matter."

Mr. Keegan, continuing, said he regarded this as a
personal attack on himself. He held he did not go outside !
his duty either at the Finance Committee or the County Councily
meeting. His information that the time for Valentine to |
vacate the premises had been extended up to the lst September
came from the Secretary through Mr. Elgee, County Solicitor.

Mr. Elgee said that Mr. Keegan's statement was correct.

Mr. Keegan saild he had been in public life for 30 years
and nothing he ever sald as a public representative had ever
been challenged. FHe never had to withdraw anything and
nobody ever called him a liar. From the time he first
entered public life as a member of the old Board of Guardlans
up to the present nobody could ever point a finger at him.

He had never called anybody a liar and never made any
insinuations against the District Justice. He wished the
Council to say if his action was or was not gyided by a sense;
of duty. He held he did his duty fairly, honestly and above
Board. The allegations against him were not going to end
there.

Col Quir sid if not the case would be subjudice, and the
Council coulé do nothing at present.

Mr. Keegan said he asked the Council only to verify his
statement. He considered it quite unfair to call Am a2 liar
without sufficient evidence. If public representatives were
to be threatened in this fashion public life would become
intolerable.

Col. Quin said that the remark objected to by the

District Justice as to the extension, had been made however

IL ARCH
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innocently, by lir. Keegan.

Miss O'Ryan said the County Council should take the
regponsibility for the remarks of lMr. Keegan in this matter
in view of the information which had been given to him at :

meetings. As the report appeared in the Press it looked as §
if lir. Keegan was talking without authority and in an irres-
ponsible fashion. Councillors were very loyal to each
other and she would not like to see any member attacked for
doing something in which he was backed by authority. The
Council, as & whole, in a matter of this kind, should take
the blame and inform Mr. Fahy (District Justice) that the
Council did not publish information with the intention of
leading him or the public astray. She believed that they
should stand by Mr. Keegan in his remarks and send the
explanation she mentioned to lir. Fahy.

The Chairman endorsed Miss 0'Ryan's observations. When

the discussion took place Mr. Keegan's remarks were fully
Justified on the information supplied to him by the officials;
of the Council and the Council should take full responsibility}
for these remarks. He looked on it as a very serious matteff
for the District Justice to put the whole County Council in
the dock, because Mr. Fahy's observations really amounted to
that.

llinutes of the Finance Committee having been read, Mr.
Elgee, County Solidtor, said that the question of extension
for Valentine was put to him at a meeting. He had not the
file of papers with him, but he knew at the time Valentine
was glven an extension up to the lst September by someone,
whether the Council or not he could not say. He could not
find anything in his papefis showing by whom this extra time
was glven but he was quite satisfied he would not have given
this information to the Council as to the extension up to the

lst September unless someone had told him of it. However,
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he could not trace where it came from.

The Secretary stated on 26th August last he wrote lr.
Elgee and asked the date when possession was to be given up
as the Council understood this was to be done on July 3lst.
There was no mention of September in that letter.

Mr. O'Byrne said it was a very serious matter that they
gshould be given infarmetion from their officials on which
they could not rely. To say that the District Justice gave
an extension of time which he did not five according to his
own statement had put the Council in an awkward position.

He held that on the information given the Councll any member
would have made the same remarls as lir. Keegan did.

After further discussion Miss O'Ryan proposed and Mr.

Thomas Redmond seconded the following resolution which was
adopted, Col. Quin dissenting:-

"That, in the opinion of this Council the statementd

made by lir. Keegan as to extenslon of time glven for vacation
of Courthouse premiges at Gorey Courthouse were justified on
the information supplied to him by Mr. Elgee, County
Solicitor.
That copy of this resolution be furnished Mr., Fahy,

District Justice, and lir. Keegan."

lir. Keegan said he thanked the Council for the pains
they had teken to vindicate hls character and the Secretary
for his trouble of getting out the minutes. He was also
very thankful for the support of Miss O'Ryan and others in
saying that he had not done anything wrong. He felt very
proud to have the Council behind him in the matter. It was
the first time he was attacked in that way during 30 years
in public 1life and he felt proud to have the Council behind
him,
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COUNTY MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH: The following, under

date 6th October 1938 was submitted from Wexford Board of
Health:-

"I am directed by the Wexford Board of Health and

Public Assistance to acknowledge recelpt of your letter of
the lst instant together with copy of a letter sent to the
Finance Committee of the County Council by Dr. Bastible.

The Board note that the Fimance Committee have requested an
investigation into the manner in which the County Medical
Officer of Health hae been discharging his dutles. I am to
refer to the statement of the County Medical 0fficer of
Health that "Tuberculosis dispensaried have been held at New
Ross every Tuesday " since July 8th 1938, and to state that
this statement is untrue. No medical attendant was present
at the New Ross tuberculosis dlspensary on the 12th or 26th
of July, 1938, or on the 6th or 20th September 1938. The
return for the month of August is not yet in the hands of
the Board. No medical attendant appeared at the New Ross

T.B, dispensary on the 4th of October. When the return of

|

attendance for the month of August has been received, it
will be forwarded to you. I am further to call your atten-}
tion to the fact that Dr. C. Bastible was absent from the |
meeting of the Board held on October 3rd."

It was decided to discuss the matter in Committee.

The Chairman said that since the meeting of the Finance

Committee the general opinion of the public and of the

County Councillors was that something more serious than

what the Finance Committee proposed should be done. He
(Chairmen) was very sorry to have to move against a respon-
gible officer in a very responsible position, but the
conduct of the County Medical Officer from a public point of
view wes anything but creditable and the Councill were bound i

to take strong action. He favoured the holding of a sworn
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enquiry. s he sald, 1t was a very serious step to take,

but it could not now be avolded. He, therefore, moved the

4 1 +

this Council, subject to the approval of the

inister for Local Government and Public Health, suspend Dr.

J

»8tible, County Medlcal Officer, from duty pending the

2.8 to holding of sworn inquiry

decigion of the Minister

]

into the menner in which the Coumty Medical Officer has been
discharging his duties, and into the administration of his

department. The County Council adopt thies resolution after

That the Solicisér to the County Councll be directed
to co-operate with the Solicitor to the Wexfard Board of
Health in preparing the evidence for the proposed inquiry."
Miss O'Ryan seconded.

Col. Quin thought it would be advisable if some further
detalls of non-performance of his duty by the County Medical
Officer were submitted.
men wes of opinion it would be advisable to
have a recommendation in the matter from the Board of Health.

After further consideration, the resolution was put and

passed., ‘
UNIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIP SCHELE: The Chairmen proposed and
Miss O'Ryan seconded the following resolution which was
adopted unanimously:-

"As the Finance Committee have been advised they are
empowered to award thelr University Scholarships only in
strict accordance with University Scholarship Scheme, 1t is
hereby resolved that said scholarships be awarded the first
four successful candidates as set out in the Resultis of
Exemination furnished by the Academic Council of the
National University, viz:-
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15 Patrick J. Corish, Ballycullane.

2. Anglim James H., St. Anne's, Duncannon.

e Browne Thomas P., Rock's Lane, Wexford.

4. Crean Una Maire, Riverchapel, Courtown Harbour."

SCHOLARSHIPS GENERALLY: The Chairman sald a number of

members mentioned to him that they would like if the whole
question of scholarships were gone into, and some Councillors
had suggested that a small Sub-Committee should be set up to
consider it before they committed themselves to a further
yearts scheme. He moved that a small committee be appointed
to consider the question of both Secondary and University
Scholarships. The Council as a body had not given much
consideration to the matter for a number of years, and he

thought there wes more or less an opinion abroad that the

Schemes needed alterations in some respects, and the money

could be spent to more advantage for the people of the Cournty: |

Mr. O'Byrne seconded and the proposal was adopted.
lMiss O'Ryan, liessrs. McCarthy, O!'Byrne, M. Redmond,
Kelly, the Chairman and the vice-Chairman (lMr. Corish) were

appointed as a sub-committee.

WEXFORD BRIDGE: Mr. Corish said that something should be
done in the way of repair or the structure would collapse.
Mr. Kinsella said owing to the condition of the bridge
a much less quantity of barley than in other years would be
bought in Castlebridge and this would increase unemployment.
Mr. Corish said the question of repalr had been talked
of for a long time and something should be done immediately.
The Chairman said that Mr. Corish and he were with the
Department a couple of months ago and the County Surveyor
had been there on a couple of occaslons. It depended on

the Department when the rpairs would be carried out.
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The County Surveyor said as soon as they received the
sanction of the Depgtment he would be prepared to go ahead
with the repairs.

After further discussion the following resolution was
adopted on the motion of lMr. Corish seconded by Mr. Kinsellas

"Phat the County Surveyor communicate with the Depart- t
ment of Local Gowernment and Public Health by telegram and J‘
ask them to have immediate steps tzken in connection with

the repalr of Wexford Bridge."

On the motion of lir. Kelly, seconded by Mr. lMurphy,
the following rescolution was adopted:-
"That Minutes of Finance Committee of 30th Sepbember

1938 as submitted to this meeting be, and the same are,

hereby confirmed and approved except in so far as same may
have been altered or amended by resolution adopted at this

meeting."

LOAN - SEWERAGE SCHEME CAMOLTIN

The following motion stood in the name of liiss O'Ryan:-
"I hereby give notice of my intentlon to move at the

meeting of Wexford County Council to be held in County %
it
f

Council Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, on lionday, 10th
October, 1938, at 10.30 a.m. that the Wexford County Gc:uncil’l-I
consent to the borrowing by County Wexford Board of Health |
and Public Assistance of £4,700 (Four Thousand Seven Hundred
Pounds) for the purpose of providing Sewerage Scheme for the
village of Camolin.™

This motion wae circulated to members of the County
Council on 5th September 1938.

In moving the motion, lMiss O'Ryan sald this Sewerage
.Scheme was absolutely necessary for the protection of the

health of the people of Camolin, and great consideration as

to the amount of loan and of the details of the Scheme had
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been given by the Board of Health.

lir. Ronan seconded the motion which was adopted.

PROPOSED WEEKLY PAYMENTS TO ROAD AND QUARRY WORKERS

The following motion of which he had given previous
notice stood in the name of Mr. Culleton:-

"That the County Council devise & system of making
weekly payments to Road and Quarrymen as fatnightly paymentsg
are out of date and very unsatisfactory." |

In moving his motion Mr. Culleton said that the Wexfordl
County Council irrespective of what other County Councils
were doing in the matter, should take a generous view of hial'
proposal. He Dbelieved the change from fortnightly to
weekly payments could be made without & great deal of
eXpense. When the matter was under consideration on a
previous occasion it was stated that weekly payments would
mean the employment of only one extra clerk. He did not
see why the County Councll should not pay weekly as was done
by all business firms.

Mr. Corish seconded.

The Secretary read letter from Secretary of Dublin
County Council stating they had made the change at the last §
meeting to the weekly system of payments and he would be
reporting on the additional expense at the next meeting.
They had to employ three additional clerks and a timekeeper
for each road overseer, tine in all. There was additional
expenditure in postage and in pay orders. His County
Council had not finally decided on weekly payments far
roadmen.

The Secretary said the same extra clerical assistance
a8 in Dublin would have to be provided in Wexford if the
proposal was adopted.

County Surveyor - It would be £250 to £300 a year
extra for postage alone. The change would mean upsetting

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES




ny department because there would be an extra day or half

day a week instead of fortnightly as at the present time.

I would have to have extra clerical assistance in my office

also. It would be better for the workers to be pald weekly
but this would mean a lot of expense and trouble.

Mr. Bowe sald he knew a great many road workers and L
none of them ever asked him to support a system of weekly
payments.

The Chairman said that it could not be Jjustified to

put extra expense on the Councll in view of their straitened
circumstances in all directiong. It was more important to
employ as many men as possible and the expense of arranging
for weekly payments would mean less employment. The
adoption of the proposal would mean lesg money for read

work and lese men employed.

Mr. Culleton withdrew his motion as he sald it appeared
to be unworkable. He did not wish to put the Council to
extra expense if this would mean less employment. No road
worker desired to @ebar anyone from work in order to be paild

weekly.

SPECIAL EXPENSES PUBLIC HEALTH ACTS

Under date 5th October 1938 the Department of Local
Government and Public Health wrote (P.H.11146/38 Loch Garman.z
(Pd)) forwarding Order made by the Minister on 15th September
1938 fixing areas of charge for special expenses of Rural

Senitary Authorities under Public Heelth Acts 1878 to 1931.

It was stated in the Order that the Area of Charge for
providing and maintaining a water supply at Clonroche was

the County Health District of Wexford.
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PROTECTION AGAINST FOOT AND MOUTH DISEASE

Under date 30th September, 1938, the Department of
Agriculture wrote forwarding coples of Order entitled "Foot
and lMouth Disease (Imported Carcases and Packing lMaterials)
Order, 1938? with explanatory memorandum.

The followlng resolution was adopted on the motion of |
the Chairmen seconded by Miss O'Ryan:- |

"That the Wexford County Council will use every effort
to secure full compliance with Foot and Mouth Disease
(Imported Carcases and Packing laterials) Order 19738.

They suggest to the Department of Agriculture that
copies of the Order and explanatory memorandum should be

furnished the Veterinary Inspe ctors of each County Council."

SEALING MORTGAGES FOR LOANS

The followlng resolution was adopted on the motlon of
Miss O'Ryan, seconded by Mir. Kennedy:-

"Thet pursuant to the letter of Sanction of the Ministe
for Local Government and Public Health dated 15th September
1938 (S. Loch Garman) the sum of £3600 (Three Thousand Six
Hundred Pounds) be borrowed from the National Bank Limited

for the purchase of Road llachinery, sald sum to be repaid

within five yesars with Interest at the rate of one half per
cent under the Irish Banks! rate varying subject to a mimi-
mum of £4 per cent per annum as in seid letter of Sanction
provided.

And it is further resolved that the Seal of the County |
Council be affixed to the necessary mortgage over the rates
to secure said Loan."

The Chairman proposed and lMr. Corish seconded the

following resolution which was adopted:-

"That the Seal of the Wexford County Council be affixed

to the Deed of Surrender end Counterpart thereof, by the
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County Council to the Enniscorthy Co-operative Society Ltd.

of the Existing Leases of the Machinery Yerd Premises at |

Enniscorthy and also that the Seal of the Council be affixed
to the New Lease and Counterpart thereof from the Co-opera-
tive Society to the Council of the Machinery Yard premises,

and a plot of grolnd adjoining same for the term of 99 years

from the lst day of October 1938, with a clause of Surrender
at the end of any period of 20 years during sald term, at l

the yearly rent of £75."

DUNCORMACK ROADS

Messrs. J. Stafford, Cullenstown, and Mr. J. J. Furlong,
Litblegraigue, Duncormack, attended as a deputation to lay
before the County Council their views respecting the roads
leading to Duncormack Station.

lir, Stafford sald they were concerned principally with i

the roads from Wallace!s Cross to Parle's mill and from

Ambrosetown to Duncormack. They led to Duncormack railway
station at which the traffic last year included 14,000 tons
of beet and 10,000 tons of manure and coal. In addition,
the roads served the mill which ground up to 6,000 barrels
of corn. Under the contract system of road repair 90 cubilec
yerds of gravel was formerly put on the road from Wallace's
Cross to the mill and 84 yards on the other one. Under the
present system the amount was 30 and 24 yards, respectively.
Despite the fact that the tonnage on the roads had been
reduced the traffic had trebled. They asked that these
roads be re-classed so that they could be properly maintained
They were the only roads in South Wexford leading to a
raillway station that were not elther tarred or concreted.
Failing re-classification they asked that the tonnage of
material be restored to the former figure and that an extra
man be put on immediately for a month to prepare them for the

beet traffic.
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The County Surveyor said he estimated £615 for the
gectlion which included these roads and the Council cut it
to £192. When his annual estimate came up he was told 1t
was8 exorbltant and the cut had to be spread over the various
gections more or less pro rata. ]

lir. Furlong pointed out that there was a good deal of W
tillage in the district and considerable traffic over the
roads for beet and corn. At present, this was not too bad
but when the heavy traffic began they would become impassiblel

Mr. Stafford mentioned a blind turn at the entrance to
the railway gate. All that was required was that the hedge |
should be teken down. '

Mr. Furlong mentioned that this had been put before the |

railway company who disclaimed liabllity. The roads were

meintained by sea gravel which in view of present day traffi
was hopeless.

The Chairman said that when the Read Warks Scheme was
under conesideraticn at next meeting, consideration would be
given by the Council to the representations made by the
deputation from Duncormack.

lIr. Stafford said of course this would mean that nothin

could be done until after larch next and the crux was that |}
in the coming winter the roads would become impassible. Eveﬂ\
if the County Surveyor could spend £20 on it immediately it
would greatly help.

Mr. Birthistle, Assistant Surveyor for the district,

sald that what the deputation stated in regard to the roads

was quite true. They would be almost impaasible fa three
months of the winter. He was doing what was possible to

substitute quarry material far sea gravel.

The County Surveyor sald he would see if it was possible
to provide any small amount for repairs.

lr. Stafford thanked the Council for the recelption of

the deputation and the attentive manner in which they had
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1istened to the statements.

ROAD MOHURRY CBBSS ROADS

Mr. Bowe said if something was not done with above
road it would be washed away; there was one continuous stream;
of water flowing over it. '

Ur. Ennis said that there was a question of weirs and
thelr height involved.

Mr. Bowe said that people walking over this road were
covered with water to the ankles and the Councll should not ?
allow such a state of affairs to contlnue.

After further discussion it was decided, on the motion |
of the Chairman, seconded by lMr. Corish, that lMessrs. Bowe
and Lawlor, County Councillors, meet the County Surveyor, f
County Solicitor and Mr. Ennis, Assistant Surveyor, at
Mohurry Cross and submit a report on the result of thelr L

visit to first available meeting of the Finance Committee.

CARTERS AND HOLTDAYS WITH PAYMENT

lir. Corish raised the point as to the ellgibility of a

carter employed in New Ross district being entitled under the
Conditions of Employment Act to holidays with pay.

The County Surveyor saild that persons conveying persons §
or goods were not considered to be industrial workers and

entitled

were not, therefore,/to the paid holiday.

lir. Corish contended that transport of goods meant
transport of merchandise and did not refer to the cartage of
road material. A man who sold retail from a van was

entitled to the paid holldays.

It wes decided to refer the point to the County
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BORRIS AND PAIACE EAST RATLWAY LINE

Mr. John Joyce, M.C.C., Borris, and MajJor Little came
before the meeting as a deputation from Carlow Comhairle
Ceanntalr Flanna Fall relative to the proposal of the Great
Southern Railway Company to close the railway line between
Borris and Palace East. L

Mr. Joyce said the proposal, 1f carried into effect,
would be most detrimental to the lnterests of the people of
Carlow and part of County Wexford. ;

|
MajJor Little said the matter was one of vital importance

-

and the Council, as a body, had a reputatlion for Jealous

regard and guardianship of the interests and amenities of

the people, and it was with confidence, therefore, he
addressed them. The Great Southern Railways proposed that

they clcse the line between Palace Egst and Bagenalstown.

1

He could gilve few figures in connection with the goods that
M

were conveyed on that line. From Borris itself there were

upwards of 200 wagons of cattle loaded and sent awey. Undery
what was called the beet campaign, 24,000 tons, between
Bgllywilliam and Goresbridge went to Carlow via ngenalstownén
Cf other goods there were something like 14,000 tons - '
cereals and goods for traders. If that weight of goods
were taken off the rallways and thrown on the roads, he
would ask them to consider what would be the result. The
roads had not been constructed to stand up to lorry traffic
of that sort. In fact, within a couple of weeks of the
beginning of the beet campaign, the roads would be no longer
roads, but they would be ruts and furthermore, the County
Councils, in order to strive to the utmost toc keep the roads
in the condition to bear that increase of traffic, would be
strained beyond their abilities. He felt certain that the
Council would see their own interest in the matter. i E ¢
people on the short sectlon of the line were going to be
penalised in that monestrous fashion, people who sent their
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beet from the South of the County via that line were going
to be punished also. The result would be a stagnation of
not only the agricultural industry, but of industries - trad-
ing and otherwise - throughtut the South of Wexford, through
Carlow and the surrounding Counties. It was an arbitrary
proposal on the part of the Rallway Company and he submitted H
that it should not be tolerated. He had stated what the
condition of things would be, and he was in possession of
facts which went to show that there were difficulties in the
way. There were certain traders who saw in the present
situation something to their personal advantage, and he would'
put the Councll on thelr guard so that when obstacles came ‘
up they would be able to see them and brush them out of theiﬁ
way . People thought that if the railway was done away with%
they would be able to increase the number of their lorries.
They would increase them only to the extent of their personal
advantage, but not to the extent of meeting with and coping
with the enormous tonnage which would be thrown on the roads.
He would ask for the Council's sgmpathy by immediate action
with regard to the line.

In reply to lir. Corish, Major Little said they had not
recelved official intimation from the ralilway company that ﬁ*

the line was golng to be closed. They had a representative

committee operating in Borris in regard to the matter.
Since the committee was formed no communication had been |
received from Mr. Floyd, of the Rallway Company or Mr.
Lemass, Minlster for Industry and Commerce, except an
acknowledgment of a communication. Deputies had communi-
cated with them.

lir. Corish sald he had sent a letter to the Committee

from Mr. Floyd, General lManager of the Rallway Company, but

there was nothing in it saylng the line would definitely be

closed.
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lir. Keegan sald that the roads which would be affected
could not stand up to lorry traffic and if the line wes
closed the farmers would be in a very bad position.

Ur. Joyce contended that if the railway was not avall-
able the beet industry would be weriously linjured. Beet
growers could not pay 8/- or 9/- per ton for transport by
lorry to Carlow Factory. |

lMajor Little, in reply to the Chalirman, saild the
Committee dealing with the matter had intimation that unless
there was a strong agitation by the public bodies of Wexford

and Carlow and the merchants and farmers concerned the line

would be closed. If the Railway Company decided to close f}f!
the line they should give sufficiently long notice to the
Councils concerned to have their roads brought up to the
stendard of being able to deal with lorry traffic and thiis
replace the rallway.

lir, Corish did not agree with this. It was an accep-
tance of the proposal that the Railway Company could throw
the traffic on to the roads. Independently of such a

proposal they should protest against the closing of the lined

lr. Doyle sald from his knowledge of the Railway Comp
he would be surpZrised 1f they would not put on some alter-
native method of transport in the event of the line belng
closed.

Mr. Bowe said that the closing of the line might debar
people from growing beet, as transport costs would be so
high. The Railway Company had practically a monopoly of
transport in the country, and even if they did not meake
money out of one small line they could stlill afford,to his
mind, to run 1t.

Col. Quin said, while in favour of having the railway
working it was a matter of £.§.D. If the line was not
paying they could not expecgfﬁo be kept open. Goods were

carried cheaper by lorry.
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The County Surveyor said the Rallway Company was in
competition by lorry against the line to make a case againg
keeping the latter running.

Mr. Joyce said that porter to Borris was carried at 4/-
per ton by the Railway lorry and 5/- per ton by the Railway ||
line. !

lliss O'Ryan said it was quite clear that they could do |
it cheaper by road, because they had not to malntaln the

roads, while they had to maintaln their own tracks.

Mr. Redmond sald he knew the Railway line all his life-

time. It would sever a link. He thought the least the
Council should do would be to make a very strong protest
against the closing of the line, because there was no douby
that this was going to affect the New Ross area very, very
much in connection with fairs and probably in connection -
with the beet industry. How was the beet goling to Dbe |
trensported from the farms if the line was closed? It could
not be done on the road which could not carry the traffic
that even the beet industry was going to throw on it. He
was speaking to the lanager of a very big firm - the
Shelburne Co-operative Society - three weeks ago, and he .
said it was going to affect them very much, because they had
constructed their premises so that they were served by the
rgilway. From the point of view of the farming interests
elone in the New Ross area, he thought it was their duty to
try to safeguard the line in any way they possibly could.

He then proposed th

(4]

following resolution:-

"In view of the fact that the closing of railway line

between Borris and Palace East would seriously injure the

interests of farmers, merchants and many others, we strongly

protest against the closing down of this sectlon of line.

: ) |
In our opinion, it should be possible to have this branch run

on profitable lines. We request the liinister for Industry
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and Commerce to use his influence to keep the line open and
prevent the infliction of considerable hardship and loss on
the public of the Counties of Carlow and Wexford.

Mr. Corish seconded.

In putting the resolution (which was adopted) the
Chairman said it was most important for the people of Wexford
that this line should remain open and for this reason alone
the County Council were vitally concerned. If the Rallway
did not carry goods he did not see how - from a financial
point of view - the Councils concerned could malntaln the
roads for this purpose. They simply could not afford the

cost.

OLD I.R.A. AND POLITICAL PRISONERS

The following resolution was submitted from the Second
Annual Convention of the National Association of 0ld I.R.A,:4
|

"That this Convention of the National Assocliation of r

;

01d I.R.A. desires to remind the People of Ireland, that a

number of Rilitical Prisoners are being detained in that part
of our County at present under the jurisdiction of the
British Government, and we call on all Public Bodies, in
every part of the County to unite in condemning this
atrocity, and demanding its termination.”

Miss O'Ryan proposged and Mr. Corish seconded the

resolution which was adopted.

RESOLUTION RE CLERTCAL POSTS

The following resolution was received from the Irlsh
Technical Education Associlatlon:-

"That the Civil Service Commissioners, the Department
of Industry and Commerce, Local Government Department and
other Departments of State concerned, also Local Authorities
be requested to amend regulations and syllabuses of their
several examinations for Clerical Poste, 1in such manner as
to offer a reasonable opportunity to students trained in
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the Commercial Classes under the control of Vocational

Committees to compete for and obtain these positionsg." |
‘l. Several members pointed out that before considering
the resolution they wished to be in a position to know what |
N were the amendments required in the regulatlions and sylla- |
r buses.
The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
p lir, Corish, seconded by lir. Kelly:- ]
) "That the Irish Technical Education Association be |
: requested to furnish further information as regards thelr :
.L resolution re examinations for clerical posts. The Wexford\
f County Council do not regard the present proposal as !
gsufficiently clear to take action thereon and request the |
7 Technical Education Association to clarify the position." ‘
iﬂ REMAINS OF SIR ROBER CASENENT
j | The Secretary stated he had recelved an acknowledgment
\( from the British Home Office of the resolution of the County
Council asking that the remains of Sir Roger Casement should

]

eturned to Ireland.

be

. Wee.

/) d ¢

—

-
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WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL

SPECIAL MEETING, MONDAYK 31gt OCTOBER, 1938

MINUTES

County Hall, N. J. FRIZELLE,

WEXFORD. Secretary Wexford County Council.
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A Special Meeting of Wexford County Council, summoned
by directions of the Chairman, was held in County Council
Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, on 31lst October 1938, for
the purpose of considering:-

1. Letter from the Minister for Local Government and
Public Health concerning the resolution passed by the County
Council at their meeting on the 10th day of October, 1938,
suspending Dr. C. Bastible, County Medical Officer of
Health, subject to the sanction of the Minister for Local
Government and Public Health.

2. A Report by the County Solicitor in pursuance of
the Council's resolution of the 10th October, 1938, as to
the manner in which the County Medical Officer of Health ‘
has been discharging his duties.

3. What action should be taken/l?!gs. 1 and 2.

Present:- Mr. D. Allen (Chairman) presiding; also,
Messrs. J. J. Bowe, P. Colfer, R. Corish, C. Culleton,

W. P. Keegan, John P. Kelly, William Kinsella, James Lawlor,
Thomas McCarthy, Sean Murphy, Sean 0!'Byrne, Miss O'Ryan,-
Michael Redmond, Thomas Redmond and Patrick Ronan.

The Secretary and County Solicitor were also in
attendance.

The following under date 22nd October 1938 (P.H.26265/
4/38 - Loch Garman (Sc)) was read from the Department of
Local Government and Public Health:- |

"With further reference to your letters of the 10th 'and
14th instant regarding the case of Dr. C. Bastible, County
Medical Officer of Health, I am directed by the Minister for
Local Government and Public Health to point out that the
power vested in the Wexford County Council under Section 11
of the Local Authorities (Officers and Employees) Act, 1926,
and the County Medical Officers of Health Order, 1926, to

., suspend Dr. Bastlble is not subject to the Minister's
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approval and the Minister 1s advised that the resolution
passed by the County Council at their meeting on the 10th
instant suspending Dr. Bastible subject to the Ministerts
approval is inoperative. It is also observed that the
terms of the resolution purport to suspend Dr. Bastible
from duty only pending the decislon of the Minister as to
the holding of a sworn inquiry into the manner in which Dr.
Bastible has been discharging his duty.

The matter should be reconsidered by the County
Council accordingly."

The following report and Statement of Charges against
the County Medical Officer of Health from Mr. John Elgee,
County Solicitor, were read:-

"In pursuance of the Resolution of the Wexford County
Council of the 10th day of October 1938, I have consulted
the Solicitor for the Wexford Board of Health and Public
Agsistance and, in conjunction with him, have considered
statements obtained by, or furnished to us concerning the
County Medical Officer of Health. We are both agreed that
there is in these statements evidence to support:-

(a) @& charge that Dr. Bastible has #lled to perform

satisfactorily the dutles of his office.
(b) a charge that he has misconducted himself in
relation thereto.
(e) a charge that he is unfit to hold the said
position.
I attach to this letter a draft confdning charges, and
particulars which are, in my opinion and that of the Soligi-
tor to the Board of Health, warranted by the spatemanta we

have seen.
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Draft Statement of Char
1. That Dr. Christopher Bastible has failed to perform

satisfactorily the duties of his position as County Medical §
Officer of Health inasmuch as:-

(a) On the 13th day of July 1938 in the grounds of the
County Hospital at Wexford, Dr. Bastible was under the
influence of drink to such an extent as to be incapable of
performing the duties of his office.

(b) that on the 20th day of September 1938, at the offices |
of the Wexford Board of Health and Public Assistance Dr.
Bastible was under the influence of drink to such an extent
as to be incapable of performing the duties of his office.
(e¢) that on the 5th day of October 1938, at the Tuberculos-
is Dispensary at Wexford and at the V.D. Clinic at Wexford,
Dr. Bastible was under the influence of drink to such an |
extent as to be incapable of performing the duties of his j
office. |
(d) that in a letter dated the 29th day of September 1938,

Dr. Bastible falsely reported to the Wexford County Council |
that he was fully aware that all Tuberculosis Dispensaries l
at New Ross had been attended between the 8th day of July,
1938, and the date of the letter.

(e) that Dr. Bastible made a report for a Meeting of the
Wexford Board of Health and Public Asslstance held on the
22nd day of August 1938 in which he falsely stated that 17
Tuberculosis Dispensaries had been attended during the

month of July 1938.

(f) that Dr. Bastible made a report for a meeting of the
sald Board hald on the 19th day of September 1938 in which
he falsely stated that 19 Tuberculosis Dispensaries had

been attended during the month of August 1938.

(g) that Dr. Bastible made a report for a meeting of the
said Board held on the 17th day of October 1938 in which he

falsely stated that 19 Tuberculosis Dispensaries had been
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attended during the month of September 1938.

(h) that on the 12th day of July 1938, 26th day of

July 1938, 6th day of September 1938, 20th day of
September 1938, and 4th October 1938, Dr. Bastible did not
attend the Tuberculosis Dispensary at New Ross as 1t was
his duty to do; that he neither sought nor obtained
permigsiom to g0 absent himself and that he took no steps
to arrange for the attendance of a substitute.

(1) that on the 19th September 1938 and 3rd day of
October 1938, Dr. Bastible did absent himself from
meetings of the Wexford Board of Health and Publie
Assistance without permission or explanation,

(j) that on the 23rd day of May 1938 and 29th August
1938, Dr. Bastible did not attend the Tuberculosis
Dispensary at Gorey as it was his duty to do; that he
neither sought nor obtalned permission to so absent
himeelf and that he took no steps to arrange for the
attendance of a substlitute.

(k) that on the 30th day of September 1938, Dr., Bastible
endeavoured to prevent the performance by the officers
concerned therewith of their duty under the Importat;on
of Parrots (Temporary) Regulations, 1930.

2, That Dr. Christopher Bastible has misconducted
himgelf in relation to his position as County Medical
Officer of Health, inasmuch as:-

(a) on the 27th day of September 1938, at the New Ross
Tuberculosis Dispensary, the conduct of Dr, Bastible
towards a female patient, one Mrs. Johanna Bolger, was
indecent and unprofessional in that during what purported
to be an examination of the sald patient, Dr. Bastible
indecently assaulted. her,

(b) on the 9th., 1l6th. and 23rd. days of August 1938
and on the 13th and 27th days of September 1938 at the

P &
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- New Rose Tuberculosis Dispensary, the conduct of

Dr, Bastible towards a female patient, one Bridget

|
|
4 O'Connor, was indecent and unprofessional in that during l
what purported to be an examination of the said patient, *
Dr. Bastible indecently assaulted her. |
3 That by reason of the matters aforesald and of |
hablitual intemperance, Dr. Christopher Bastible is unfit |
to hold the said position of County Medical Officer of
Health for County Wexford.

On the motion of the Chairman, these documents were
discussed in Committee.

The following resolution was adopted unanimously
on the motion of the Chairman, seconded by Miss O'Ryan:-

"That we, the Wexford County Council, acting under

Section 11 of the Local Authorities (Officers and 3

Employees) Act, 1926, and having reason to believe that
Dr, Christopher Bastible, County Medical Officer of
Health, has falled to perform satisfactorily the duties
of his position and has misconducted himself in relation

thereto, and 1s unfit to hold such position, hereby

suspend the saild Dr. Christopher Bastible from the

g : ;e-

performance of his duties as County Medical Officer of |
Health from the date of this meeting, namely, the 3lst. day‘
V of October, 1938",

The following resolution was adopted on the motion

1! of Mr, Thomas Redmond, seconded by Mr., Sean Murphy:-
"That the Office of Dr, Bastible, County Medié%gﬁ}cer

Of Health, be taken over by the Becretary of the Board

of Health and Public Assistance and that seals be affixed

L to the lock of this Office by sald Secretary",

A R

( / 4/1!/3;/_ &
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