
ERECTION OF WALL AT GUSSERANE 

Mr. T. 0 1 Ban Ion , Gusserane, apnlied to the County 

Surveyor in connection ith the erection of a low all in 

front of his house to obviate flooding. 

It was decided to take no action in the m tter in vie 

of the report of lw . O' Neill, ssistant Surveyor, that the 

wall would not interfere with the effective ldth of the 

road or cause obstruction . 

BUNCLODY TOWN I TTEE 

Under date 9th November 1938 the follo ing wa read 

from . J. O' Dempsey, Hon . Secretary Tom Improvement 

Committee, 5 1n Street, Bunclody :-

I By direction of my Commlttee I am to ask that a share 
,.. 

of the Christmas. elief Grant be expended aoongst the unem-
• 

ployed Bunclody to ards th repair of Irish Street Hill. 

The attention of the Counoll ms drawn to this road on at 

least one previous oocasion ithout result . It is now in 

a very bad state; it is u ed by seven or eiSht families 

including children on their ay to d from school and to 

Hass on Sundays. 

The thoroughfare across the Square is completely blocke 

up by )arge heaps of stones across which people have to 

climb to and from u!a.ss on Sundays. I y Comm~ ttee again ask 

the Counoil to have the work of macadamising this square 

undertaken without further delay. In addi tion to the 

difficulty and danger of olimbing over heaps of stones it 

is also most unsightly. 

I am also direoted to inquire the probable date when 

the ork of re-surfacing the streets of the town dll be 

taken in hn.nd and completed." 

The County Surveyor said that he could not understand 

the complaint re stones in Bunclody Square. As this was 

about to be steamrolled it as necessary to provide the 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



materia.l. He disputed the statement as to the condition 

of Irish Street Hill. 

It was decided that the County Surveyor oommunioate 

with the Town Improvements Committee. 

BALDWIJSTO~J ROAD 

1e following largely signed memorial was submitted:­

~ e, the undersigned Lando ners, Ratepayers and Motor 
~ 

Vehiole owners, "7ish to dr the attention of th'e members 

of the Council to the very bad state of the Kerlogue _ 

Murrintown - Brldgeto:n - Bald instown Road. 

The surface of the road is completely broken up and 

owing to the heavy motor tr ffic, the road is al y8 

potholed. 

T e system of carrying out minor repairs, such as 

filling potholes seems to be useless and ,6 ve to appeal 

stron 1y to the t16mbers of the Council to give this matter 

their immediate consideration and we hope steps will be 

taken to have this important road put into a proper state 

of rep l.r as soon as possible . n 

e folIo ing ms read from Rev. E. Prendergast, C.C., 

urrintor.n:-

"I understand that at this time of the year, the roads 

o the County are under discussion. 

ere is one road in particular that needs immediate 

attention, and that road is the Kerlogue road lea.ding 

through urrintovm to ridgetovm. 

When you consider the amount of traffic on this road, 

you 1.11 understand the need for immediate remedy. I not 

only speak on my own behalf, but on the behalf of many, 

whose names do not appear and 7e conjointly demand that the 

Kerlogue- ri etown ".oa.d be made first-olass, suitable for 

all kinds of traffic. 
we 

Thanking you. for oonsideration of the matter, and J 

appeal tor an immediate repair of this road." © WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



Several members of the Committee mentioned that the 

roads referred to in memorial were in very bad condition. 

It was decided to refer the application to the Cotmty 

Council. 

DUMP AT COURTOWN HARBOUR 

""he folIo ing under date 1st November 1938 was read 

from Courtown Harbour Committee:-

It fe ish to notify the County Council that no site for 

the dumping of l"ei'use from the house in Courtovm Harbour, 

has yet been acquired. In view of the fact that the new 

house for the Harbour ster is very convenient to the plaoe 

no used as dumping ground it is very important that the 

matter S ould be dealt ith immediately. We auld also 

point out that the South beach is very popular with visitors 

during the Summer months nd the dumping of refuse is both 

unsightly and unhealthy. 

e sincerely hope that you ill give this matter your 

immediate attent~on.1I 

he folIo ing resolut~on as adopted on the motion of 

Mr . Corish, seconded by ~. O'Byrne:-

" hat the County Surveyor talte immediate steps to 

endeavour to provide a site for suitable dumping pound at 

Courtown arbour. That County Surveyor consult ith Mr. 

Dunbar, Engineer to County Board of Health, in this matter 

and report to next meeting of the Finance Committee." 

CAlWi!ROAD 

In cOl.n3ct ion \wi t 1 the proposal to provide a public 

County Road to Carne Pier the County Surveyor submitted 

letter from .f!r. "1. Joyce to Uessrs . OIConnor & Co.) 

Sollditors» Wexford, under date 5th November 1938, in which 

he offered to give rl t of way to make and keep road 

leading to Carne Pier to the County Council, for the sum of 

£ . 
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On the suggestion of the County Surveyor it 

to adjoarn this matter for further consider ation. 

s decided 

1w . Joseph Hughes) Mangan, Killena J wrote askin for 

repair of ~angan Lane . 

It ~iI'as decided to inform Mr . Hughes that the Council 

had requested the Office of public Works to arrange f or 

repair of this lane under I inor elief Schemes Vote . 

BALLYOONEGAN LANE 

Mr . Peter Buttle, Ballydonegan t wrote enclosing nameS 

of ten ratep yer s includi ng Rev. C. ~french, P.P., Monageer , 

asking that above lane should be carried out to Knockduff 

road or in the alternative reconstructed as far as his 

res dence . 

It was deoided to inform Hr. Buttle that the Council 

ould schedule Ballydone~"l.n 14ne for repair under nor 

elief Sc eoes Vote . 

The folIo ing Ii emorial signed by 13 Ratepayers , a s 

ubmltted: -

"¥le, the undersigned tepayer s ot Monaseed Divisi on, 

beg to petition your Council to put in repair Aughnamaulm n 

Lane by Relief Grantor othe se . 

T s Lane leads to lOur f mhouses in the townland of 

Au ulmeen and is al 0 utili ed by pedestrians as a 

short cut to Church and School . 

It is at present in suo a bad stat as to be !most 

impassable . ould be m ch obliged if you ould kindly 

have it put in proper re air . II 

It was decided to sCledule application for repair under 

~inor elief Schemes Vote . 
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Application was read from Hr. Mark Byrne, Nash, 

~orwarding lists of ratepayers in favour of having above 

lane put into proper repair. 

It was decided to include the appl ioation in list f or 

repair under ltlnor Reliet Schemes Vote . 

The Department of Looal Government and 

Public Health ~ote under date 8t November 1938 (H. 259,4l-

2- 1938) tl t the Minister ould raise no objection t o 

advance of £195 under above Acts to Patriok Mar t i n , Money­

aere, aVidStown, nn1scortby. 

APiLICA 

1938 . Elgea, County olicitor, 

Courtown arbour, was not procee 

his ouse . 

Under date 25t h October 

ote that G. J . Pask i ns , 

ng with the building of 

Philip Jackman, Johnstown, Clonegal, ~ote under date 

24th October 1938 t t e was not accepting the loan of £50 

ofi'erea.. 

~rPROVAL OF La N8 : On the motion of .w . O'Byrne, seconded 

by . ..{r . cCarthy, it as decided to approve provis i onally of 

loan of £50 to Daniel Ivory, Ballyoarrlgeen Upper , Ferns 

(Small t er) • 

On the mot~on of Y.r. 0' Byrne sec on de 0. by ~[r . Corish, 

it was decided to approve prOVisionally of 10 n of £100 t o 

Riohard Hennessy, Gr eenane, Killenne, Ennisoorthy (Tailor) . 

It as decided to inform both p licants as to amount 

of preilminary expenses including legal co ts and also that . 

their house should be completed by 31st mr ch next. 
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DEMANDS ON URBAN COUNCILS 

The Secretary submitted the following statement in 

connection ·th the indebtedness of Urban District Councils :­

Enniscorthy Urban! 

17th September lodged 

leaving outstanding in respect 
of last mrch year 

utstand1ng to 30th September 
a..lf year 

Nen Ross Ur~n : 

Cleared off. 

exford Urban : 

Due in respect of year -arch last 

Half' ye to 30th September 

£842 · 1. 2d. 

£1572.19 . 2d 

£l9QJ, . 8 . 3g 

£3474· 7. 5d 

£856. 9. 5d 

£3892.16. 6d 

£4749 . S·lld. 

The following resolution as adopted on the motion of 

Mr . O'Byrne seconded by Mr . urphy:-

"TI t, in vie of the large a.m.ounts outstanding on 

Urban Demands of Wexford and . nniscorthy e must request 

these COlneils to ta' e steps to reduce their indebtedness 

to the County Council.1I 

RE-ADJUST.1ENT OLD AGE PENSION AREAS 

The rollo ing under date 8th November 1938 s read 

from s. K. C. Howard, Cl rk to No . 7 Old Age Pensions 

Sub-Commlttee:-

'Yours of the 14th of October with enclosures re 

increase of salary which I submitted to my Committee at the 

meeting held on Saturday, the 5th instant. 

decided to -aive the claim for additional remune tion for 

their Clerk ith a ope that the Finanoe Committee may at a 

future date urge the Revenue Commissioners to reoonsider the 

case. rlll you please convey my ~atefUl thanks to the 

County Council and Finance Committee for their kind efforts 

on my If." 
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It was decided that Sche e relating to revised areas 

should opel' te as fro 1st January 1939. 

he foll01ing under te 10th November 19;8 to the 

County Surveyor was read fro ~r. ~ren~, ener 1 ianager 

u al Insurances Ltd.:-

"Referring to our letter of the 19th ultimo, we should 

be much obliged if you would no favour us with your advices 

regarding the inolus~on of Fire and Explosion Risks in the 

indemnl ty granted by the above Policy • . 

You may have observed from the Press to-day that a 

publio Liability CIa of the Louth County Council·as 

settled for £1,000 and oosts. Had it gone before a Jury 

they might have a arded from £1,500 to £2,000. 

You will remember that t e above Policy was not 

originally arranged by us on behalf of the Council but we 

observe that the indemnity on the document s £1,000 any 

one acoident £10,000 anyone year. We ould uggest that 

the minimum cover which the Council should have is £5,000 

any one accident £20,000 anyone year. 

W Shall be glad to hear if we may arrange inoreased 

cover accordingly, and ill quote you premium on receipt of 

your instructions." 

The County Surveyor said that hat he wrote about was 

in connection ith a fire hich occurred in one of their tar 

bol1ers 1n He Ross to It was ~ very small matter, the 

compen tion being about £3. len he wrote the Insurance 

Company he found they ere not co ared and he asked for a 

quot tion to cover the risk. He received a quotation at 

6d per cent on the total amount of ges and hich amounted 

to £11. 11 . 6d. He oonsidered the quot tion might have 

been on the ages for the men employed 0 tar boilers only . 

He did not think there s any partioular ri k a this as 
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the first incident of the kind t t had occurred. He 

suggested they ould allo the matter to stand until the 

lcles were bein renewed next year and t ey could then 

have the ris' for the tar boilers included. 

e Committee considered, in vie of the remoteness of 

the ri sk , t!le Counc il c.=.~ as regards accidents with tar 

boilers \ould not cover trd risk ith an Insurance Company . 

SHEEP DIPPInG ORDu 

The following resolution as propos d by Mr . Coriah, 

seconded by ~.~ . McCart y a.nd adopted: -

II 'lat the six lay Sheep Dipping Inspectors be paid £20 

each plus actual cost of post ge for dipping period 1938 

not it tanding occasional absences from duty in some cases 

owing to inclement eather or for private rea ons and that 

the Department of A iculture be requested to sanction this 

proposal . ' 

• Patrick Ormonde, Ballyellis , CarneV', Lay Sheep 

Dipping Insi,Jcctor, n'ote t- t the following sheepowner s 

failed to give notice of intention to dip their sheep . They 

had seep on their farm at present:-

Peter Donnelly, Perrymount, Inch. 

Josep Doyle, Kilue, Gorey . 

William Sooel~s, ~ilanerin, Inch. 

Annie T- dall, Ballingarry, Gorey . 

It as decided to ascertain from '. Ormonde if the 

four t rmers reported by him had carried ont the actual 

dlppi g of their sheep . 

Sergeant Doherty, Fethard-on-Sea, ote of 

to pply at Ballycullane District Court for the committal of 

the £ollowing children to Industrial Schools :-

(1) Mary Ellen Hayes aged 10 years and 4 months. 

(2) Elizabeth Hayes aged 7 years. 
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(3) Anastatia Hayes aged 3 years and 4 months . 

(4) L~ry Margaret yes aged 1 year and 4 months . 

The Sergeant wrote:-

ne ohildren reside at Ballinruan with their widowed . 
"'*'" ho i extremely poor mother, ary es, ciroumstances and 
1\-

they are neglected in every possible ay . The two eldest 

have not been sent to sohool yet, and on an oocasion hen I 

visited the house I found that the children ,ere left to 

roam about as they pleased d: inG their mother ' s absenoe." 

Referred to County Solicitor . 

. .. e Inspector, Na. tional Society for the Prevention of 

Cruelty to Children, wrote under oAte 8th lovember 1938 that 

appllc tions '"{ould be made under the Chiltlren' s Act 1908-29 I 

for committal to Industrial SchoolS of 

(1) Ellen Byrne Age4 }~ ye rs, illegitimate child of 

Ellen Byrne, no fixed abode - la.te of Killanure, Co . Wexford. 

(2) Philomena Kearns aged ~ years, illegitimate 

ohild of Anastatia. Kearns, .. ' dlnondstown) Co. Wexford. 

eferred to County Solicitor. 

The District Court Cler ,Ne ~oss) under date 1st 

November, 1938, wrote that on the 8th instant, application 

auld be made to New Ross District Court to have two male 

children , sons of John Anderson, BUll' 

to Industrial School, also as to the committal of Mary 

Fitzpatrick, Sleilbaggan, Ramsgrange, illegitimate child of 

Brigid Kehoe. Anderson had gone to ?/ork in England end as 

his wife as dead there ms no one to take care of the 

children. 

eferred to County Solicitor. 

Under date 7tl ovember 1938 the following (R/MT/209/ 

32) was read from Department of Local Government and Publio 

Heal th ( oa.ds) :-
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III am directed by the Minister for Local Government 

and ublic Health to refer to your letter of the 4th instant 

relative to the proposal to allo'l Mr . P. . Donohoe, Clerk 

in the offices of the County Council, a sum of £4 for acting 

a substitute for the Local Tay£tlon Officer during the 

annual holidays of the latter t and to drs'! your attention 

to the direction ~n t is Dep tment's letter of the 18th 

December last in regard to the performance of the ork 

during the Local Ta tion Officer ' s absence." 

T e letter of 18th DeeBober 1937 ( l.:rr . 209/32) referred I 

to by Department painted out that vhile no objection auld 

be made 'to the payoent on that occasion but II in future uch 

arrangements as ill obviate a slmilar payment should be ma 

for the perfor~.9.nce of ~ e ark a.urin· the Local Taxation 

fficerts abse_ce" . 

'II e meeting decided to t 1re no further action in the 

matter. 

PETROL PUMP LIC I CE 

lith reference to Petrol Pump Licence (No. 191) issued 

to William Hogan, Fethard-on- Sea, he was informed that he 

could not be allowed to erect tank under the street fo~tpath 

in vie'! of t e resolution adopted by the County Council some 

considerable time back t t all such tanks should be placed 

on the premises of petrol pump licence holders. 

This m tter was referred to Mr . Colfer, County Coun­

Cillor, to ascertain if it were possible to find some Jay by 

rhich the tank for petrol pUIilp of Mr . Hogan will not be 

erected on public footpath. 

~ . Colfer llad .ot had an opportunity of examining the 

premises and it as decided to obtain report from Mr . O'Ne~ 

Assistant Surveyor for t e district, as to the possibility 

of naving tank in connection ith peb.bol pump licence of ~ 

Hogan, Fethard- on-Sea, erected in a manner that dll oomply. 
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1 
with the reguaatlons of the County Council. 

ALLEGED eRIr JURY - APPLICATION FOR CO, EtJSATION 

Applica tion of Kate Flood, Grange, Rathnure, for £50 

for alleged burning of hay was referred to County Solicitor 

to oppose. 

BY co-or' TIVE SOCIETY-
COUNCIL. 

Under date 4th November 1938 Mr. Elgee , County Solic1-

tor, wrote tr~t it was in order to pay £34 . 3. 3d, costs of 

esars. P . J . O' Flaherty & Son, Solicitors, 1n connection 

ith lease of Enniscortby Mac inery Yard to County Council. 

he folloWing resolution waa adopted on the motion of 

lir . ,cCartby seconded by r. 0' Byrne :-

" hat, as recommended by County Sollcitor t e request 

the County Council to issue Pay Order for ~34. 3. 3d, costs 

of eaars. OIFIn erty & Son, Solicitors, Enniscorthy, 1n 

connection lith Lease of .chinery Yard at Enniacorthy to 

County Council. II 
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The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. Keegan seconded by Mr. MurphY:-

"That the Minutes of Finance Committee in respect of 

meeting held on 11th November 1938 be received and considere~ 

COUNTY MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH: The following under date 

14th October 1938 was read from the Secretary, Wexford Board I 

of Health and Public Assistance:-

"I am directed by the Wexford Board of Health and Public 

Assistance to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 31st 

October last conveying the ResGlution passed by the Wexford 

County Council on that date suspending Dr. Christopher 

Bastible from the performance of his duties. 

I am directed by the Board to refer to the second 

paragraph of your letter, and to inform you that the Office 

of the County Medical Officer of Health was taken over by ~ 

Secretary to the Wexford Board of Health and Public Assis­

tance in accordance with the paragraph, and seals affixed to I , 

the lock of the Office. 

I am f'ur> ther directed by the Board to advert to the 

fact that the records in this Office will be required by the 

Acting County Medical Officer of Health. The need for 

certain of these records has now become urgent. Maps in 

connection with a Sewerage Installation at New Ross town and 

other documents are wanted immediately by the Acting County 

Medical Officer of Health. 

I would be, therefore, glad if the County Council 

empowered the removal of the seals, the opening of the Off~ 

and the putting of the recorda at the disposal of the Acting 

~ounty Medical Officer of Health." 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. Ronan seconded by Mr. Corish:-

"That permission be given the Secretary of County Board 

of Health to open Offices of County Medical Officer of 
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Health which were sealed by directions of Wexford County 

Council on 31st October 1938 in view of the fact that certain 

maps in said offices are required for Town Clerk, New Ross 

and certain records by Acting County Medical Officer of 

Health." 

Under date 10th October 1938 the following letter 

P.H.26265/38 Loch Garman Sc.) was read from Department of 

Local Government and Public Health:-

HI am directed by the Minister for Local Government and 

Public Health to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 

the 4th instant relative to the resolution adopted by the 

Finance Committee of the Wexford County Council on the 30th 

ultimo, requesting an investigation by this Department into 

the manner in which the County Medical Officer of Health has 

been discharging his duties. 

As regards the communication received by the County 

Council from the Secretary of the Board of Health in which 

is stated that Dr. Bastible was absent from the meeting of 

the Wexford Board of Health and Public Assistance on the 19th 

ultimo without explanation, it will be necessary to obtain 

from the Board of Health what directions were given by them 

in pursuance of Article 9(10) of the County Medical Officers 

of Health Order, 1926, for the attendance of the County 

Medical Officer of Health at meetings of the Board. 

As regards the last paragraph of the letter of 

of Health relating to Tuberculosis Dispensaries at New Ross 

it would be desirable that the Board should submit all the 

eVid~nce available bearing on this matter." 

Under date 15th October 1938 the following letter . 

(~H.26265/2/38 - Loch Garman Sc) was read from Department 

of Local Government and Public Health:-
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III am directed by the Minister for Local Government and 

Public Health to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of 

the lOth and 14th instant, on the subject of a resolution 

adopted by the Wexford County Council at their meeting of 

lOth idem, suspending Dr. Bastible, County Medical Officer of 

Health, subject to the Minister's approval, pending a decisioo 

as to the holding of a Sworn Inquiry into the manner in which 

that officer has been discharging his duties and into the 

administration of his Department. 

It is requested that the statement of the charges of 

neglect of duties prepared by the County Solicitor in conjun~ 

tion with the Solicitor of the Wexford Board of Health and 

Public Assistance may be transmitted to this Office as soon 

as possible. The matter \vill then receive early attention." 

WEXFORD BRIDGE: The following, addressed to the County 

Surveyor, under date 12th November 1938 from t~. W. Ian 

Bloomer, Engineer, Department of Local Government and Public 

Health, was read:-

IIMr. Courtney has asked me to write to you to the effect 

that having inspected the bridge with you he is satisfied 

it would be unwise to put a heavier structure than that 

existing upon the piles. 

Accordingly he is of opinion that the scheme proposed 

for l i ghtening the dead load by the removal of the heavy 

decking and the substitution of a timber decking would be the 

more satisfactory solution to the problem. 

Would you kindly arrange to have plans etc., and the 

detailed calculations which Mr. Delap was to furnish submitted 

in due course for examination. 

I am given to understand that there will be no difficuI- 1 

ty in obtaining the 40% maintenance grant provided that the 

balance of the works over the £600 provided in the road works 

scheme of 1938-39 is provided in the Road Works Scheme for 
© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



1939-40. This provision must not prejudice the Roads Works 

Scheme for 1939-40 as a whole." 

1~. Corish stated he would move his motion - which had 

been adj ourned on a couple of occasions - for the erection of 

a new bridge at Wexford at the meeting of County Council on 

12th December next . 

In reply to Mr. Corish, the County Surveyor said that 

the proposed repairs would give the Council time to arrange 

for the erection of a new bridge. It would be 12 months 

before they could start the plans, then they would have to 

look for a Contractor and various other matters would have to 

be seen to with the result that it would be four or five 

years before the bridge would be open. The present proposal 

was merely for temporary work to keep the existing bridge 

going while the work in connection with the erection of the 

new bridge was being attended to. He believed the temporary 

work would be finished in Spring. While it was under way it 

would not be necessary to close the bridge to traffic as half 

only of the travelling surface would be dealt with at the one 

time. The cost would be £2600. 

ST. HELEN'S HARBOUR: Mr. Corish said that since the meeting 

of the Finance Committee he and the Chairman had waited on 

the Fisheries Branch of the Department of Agriculture and as 

a result a communication was sent the Office of Works that 

the Department were in favour of a grant being made available 

forSIt .. HelenSHar1!rour. He and Mr. Allen would make further 

recommendations immediately in the matter. 

FETHARD HARBOUR: Mr. Thomas Redmond said that it appeared 

what the fishermen wanted would cost about £5000. But the 

£200 offered would be money thrown away. The place was never 

in~ended as a shelter for BoaDs. If the dock was cleared 

out completely it would endanger the boats which sheltered 

there. 
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BALLINCASH LANE: The County Surveyor said he had now been 

able to identify this lane. It would be necessary to 

reconstruct nearly quarter of a mile and this would cost 

£500 or £600. 

The Chairman said the matter would require further 

consideration b; the Council. 

BALLYCULLANE POULFUR ROAD: Mr. Colfer said this road was 

even worse than the two referred to as from Porter's Gate. 

The County Surveyor said most of that road had been 

repaired in days gone by with a fairly good gravel. LatterJy 

the gravel was not so good but gravel would not stand up to 

the present traffic. The only thing to be done for the 

present was for the people to go the other road. He was 

prepared to carry out repairs if the Council provided the 

money but the Department were not prepared to furnish a 

grant. 

PORTERS GATE ROADS: Mr. Kennedy sa.id that there was a 

tremendous amount of traffic on the two roads and unless 

something was done immediately they would become impassable. 

PROVISION ROAD METALLING: Mr. EnniS, Assistant Surveyor, 

said that material was now being put on the Killanne Road. 

The County Surveyor said the neighbouring quarry at 

Kiltrea was nearly worked out. He had pointed out to the 

Department of Local Government and Public Hea 1 th that the 

concentration of big depots of material for main roads and 

special jobs was bOWld to upset the maintenance of ordinary 

roads. Owing to the limited number of quarries in the 

County when they had to get out a large amount of material 

they were bound to neglect the other roads in the district. 

The Chairman said that the County Surveyor should fight 
\ 

the Department on the point. He should keep the potholes 

on roads other than those in the main and link classes 
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filled and if the grant work interfered with the maintenance 

of these roads the grants should be he'Jll up. From this on 

to March material should be provided in the depots and steps 

should be taken to see that the necessary amount of this 

material should be used in proper time for the third class 

roads. They should be looked after independently of grants. 

The County Surveyor said in the past they had a fair 

amount of stock in the quarries which enabled them to carry 

out the press of work which came with large grants. That 

stock had been dipleted. He pOinted out that it was only 

through having that stock they were able to carryon. He 

would try and accumulate further stock in the quarries so 

far as it was possible. 

DEFAULTING ROAD CONTRACTORS: The County Surveyor submitted 

the names of the following defaulting Road Contractors in 

district of Mr. Cullen (Assistant Surveyor) and on the motion I 

of Mr. Keegan seconded by Mr. Murphy it was decided that the ' 

Roads concerned be taken into his own charge by County 

Surveyor or that he take such other steps as he believes most 

advisable to have the roads put into repair:-

William McGill, Ballingowan, Blackwater (Roads 444 & 44~ 

Charles Murphy, Ballyhought, Blackwater (~559 & 560). 

Patrick Kennedy, BalIyvergin, Foulksmills (Road 606) . 

BUNCLODY TOWN IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE: The County Surveyor 

said the only thing they could do about Irish Street Hill 

which was outside Bunclody would be to apply for a grant. 

They made application before for a grant under Minor Relief 

Schemes Vote but a man named Kidd objected to any interfer­

ence at the place and the matter dropped . 

It was decided to apply for a grant for repair of Irish 

Street Hill under Minor Relief Schemes Vote. 

KERLOGUE - MURRINTOWN - BRIDGETOWN - BALDWINSTOVm ROAD: ~e 
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County Surveyor sai~ this route was no worse than others 

referred to at the meeting. He would be delighted to 

improve it if he had the mone~. The portion from Newcastle 

to Bridgetown certainly needed improvement as did the road 

opposite Johnstown. 

SMALL DWELLINGS ACQUISITION ACTS: The Secretary stated in 

order to gualify for Grants in Urban Areas houses under the 

Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts should have been completed 

by 30th September last and all those in Rural Areas must be 

finished by the 31st March next. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. Culleton seconded by Mr. Kelly:-

"That, owing to the very inclement weather which has 

prevailed for some time past, outside work at the erection 

of houses could not be carried out and in consequence we 

appeal to the Government to make provision for extension of 

the period during which grants for the erection of houses 

will be available. We are satisfied that the weather has 

affected the erection of ~umber of houses under the Act and 

in consequence we suggest that legislation should be enacted 

by which Gr8~ts for the erection of houses under the Small 

Dwellings Acquisition Acts in Urban and Rural Areas should be 

available for a year as from 31st March next." 

DEMANDS ON URBAN COUNCILS: The Secretary stated that since 

the meeting of the Finance Committee the Wexford Corporation 

had lodged £1831. 9. 5d leaving a balance outstanding of 

£2917. 16. 6d at 30th September last. 

It was decided to send the resolution of the Finance 

Committee to Enniscorthy Urban Council only. 

PETROL PUMP, FETHARD: Mr. Colfer mentioned that Mr. Hogan, 

Fethard, had been able to lay down the tank for his petrol 

pump at the rere of his premises. 
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On the motion of Mr. Kelly seconded by Mr. Colfer, the 

following resolution was adopted:-

"That Minutes of Finance Committee of 11th November 1938 

as submitted to this meeting be, and the same are, hereby 

confirmed and approved except in so far as same may have been 

altered or amended by resolution adopted at this meeting. II 

PROVISIONAL ROAD WORKS SCHEME 1939-1940 

Copies of above Scheme for financial year 1939-40 had 

been circulated to Councillors. The totals were: Repairs, 

main roads, £55,664; third class roads £38,655; ~ourth class 

roads, £5,547; and for improvements, main roads, £4,255; 

county roads, £33,703; contingencies, £2,100; relief loans 

repayment £4217; total £144,141. 

In reply to the Chairman the Secretary stated that the 

amounts actually allocated for roads for current year were: 

Main Roads 

County Roads 

Total 

For 1937-38. 

Main Roads 

County Roads 

Total 

£34,713 

£27,043 

£61,756. 

£33,987 

£23,143 

£57,130 

showing an increase for current year of £4626 over 1937-38. 

The County Surveyor said that last year Gte asked the 

Council for £100,861 for the roads, and this year the total 

was £144, 141. Last year the Council allowed him £61,756 to 

spend on the roads out of approximately £100,000. On the 

main roads last year he asked for £47,000 and got £28,000. 

This year the main roads' estimate was £50,000 because Of a 

req~st by the L.G.D. last year that a lot more surface 

dressing should be done. For county bridges last year he 

was allowed £1,400. This year he was asking for £3,700, 

which included £2,600 for Wexford Bridge reconstruction. 
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He wanted about £1,000 for New Ross bridge and it was 

essential that they should have a detailed report by an 

expert about the iron work of that bridge, because when 

doing some repairs in the current year he found some of the 

plates defective. They were not seriously dangerous , but 

there may be places where it may be dangerous. Last year 

he asked for £31,000 for County Roads and got £15,000. This 

year he estimated for £37,000 because there were a number of 

these roads which had been steamrolled with water-bound 

macadam and it was an instruction of the L. G. D. that such 

roads must be tar-sprayed. There was also provision for 

broken road material on certain roads instead of sea gravel. 

For The Deeps and Edermine bridges he had £150 estimate this 

year instead of £200 last year. There was an increase of 

£400 in the estimate for fourth class roads, one of which 

was the road to Barrett 1 s Park. The biggest increase was 

in the County roads improvement schemes . Last year they 

were £2,283 and this year they are £33,703. This was due 

to works proposed by members of the Council 

by himself to cover the roads about which there had been 

serious complaints and memorials. The Council should read 

down the list of roads shown under this heading and see how 

many of them.would be done. They were all necessary and 

if the Council had the money they should be done. 

The following notice of motion lodged on 30th September 

1938, stood in the name of Mr. Colfer:-

"I hereby give notice of my intention to move at 

meeting of Wexford County Council to be held on 14th of 

November 1938 that the wages of all County Council outdoor 

workers be increased and that amount of said increase be 

fixed at above meeting." 

The following application from Enniscorthy Branch of 

Irish Transport & General Workers Union under date 2nd 
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November 1938 referred to County Council by Finance 

Committee meeting was read:-

"I have been directed by the workers in your employment 

tG apply for 10/- increase in wages per week for all road 

workers, i.e., quarrymen, engine men, attendants. Also for 

increase of 1/8d per day for carters." 

In moving his motion Mr. Colfer added the following:­

"That the said increase of wages be at the rate of 10/- per 

week". He said that the increase was necessary owing to 

the increased cost of living for one thing and the second 

reason for agreeing to his motion was that the wages had 

been reduced about 13 or l4 years ago by 10/- per week. By 

agreeing to the 10/- per week they would restore the wages 

to the figure of 1922. 

~!r. Culleton,in seconding, said he wondered how men ~ 

could exist on their wages of 30/- per week. 

Miss OIRyan contended that the cost of living at the 

time when wages were fixed at 28/- per week and now, would 

be of soce value in the consideration of the question. 

The Chairman said that according to the Trade Returns 

the cost of living in 1928 was at 175 and this year it was 

at 159. 

tw. Corish said he had not much faith in the Trade 

Returns as in his opinion they were made out on an erroneous ; 

basis. 

Miss OIRyan then proposed the following:-

"That the Council approve of allocating a sum of 

£611756 for General Road Maintenance, this being the figure 

which obtained last year plus £2,600 for repair of Wexford 

Bridge. Out of the £61,756, £1000 is to be taken for 

Improvement Works. She then explained that as regards the 

figure for repair of Wexford Bridge, they could calculate on 

receiving from the Department 40% of the cost leaving net 
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Mr. Keegan then referred to the hardships on people who 

resided in the towns and who were obliged to pay rents which 

were really exorbitant. Even people on the dole had to pay 

laid a week for rates and that looked as if they were robbing 

Peter to PaY Paul. He would be prepared to support any 

proposal to deal with all classes of labour, rural and urban. 

As regards their own wmployees they were, in his ophion, the 

best off of any class in the working community. They were 3 

paid for wet days and Holydays, a concession which other L 

workers did not enJ oy. In the circumstances, he could not r 

agree to vote in favour of 1~. Colfer's motion. 

Mr. Bowe said that they had had a very unfortunate 

harvest and he feared the result would be that owing to the 

enormous losses sustained by the farmers they would not be 

in a position to pay even the current rate. His one regret 

was that every worker in the County was not receiving 30/­

per week as they certainly would then be in a position to 

meet the demands of the County Council. Unfortunately, the 

moment they increased rates they also increased unemployment. 

He admitted that a number of the roads were bad but the 

County Council could not go beyond the taxable capacity of 

the ratepayers and in his opinion they had reached saturat~ 

pOint. 

In reply to Mr. Doyle, the County Surveyor said except 

in the case of quarry men who were trained for their Job, 

they freqU?ntly had agricultural labourers working on Relief 

Grants, and found that they save reasonable results. He 

made no complaint of their own staff, in fact, he thought 

95% of them were good workers and gave good returns. 

In further reply to Mr. Doyle the Chairman said he 

believed that the second class ~ agricultural labourer was 

capable of doing ordinary road work. 

Mr. Doyle said that the road workers had a 48 hour week 
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and their wage was 3/- higher than that of the agricultural 

labourer. In the circumstances, he could see no case for 

an increase. 

Mr. McCarthy pointed out that he could not see how the 

County Council could agree to a higher figure for the roads 

than that allowed last year. They had to consider the 

increased cost of the social services, mainly for the 

improvemen t of the health of the people. A number of roads 

were in a bad state but to put them in the order the Council 

would like to see, would cost more than could be provided by 

their ordinary rates. The roads requring attention would 

have to wait and be done from time to time. 

Mr. Culleton complained that when other classes asked 

for increases of salary and increased bonus their claims 

were conceded, but when the working man asked for something 

to improve his lot of life, the only reply he received was 

that if any increase were given him, it would mean throwing 

his fellow workers out on the road to starve. This was par 

comfort for the men looking forward to the coming year. 

Actually the cash received by the workers was 28s. 5d. per 

week and this was a very low rate on which to keep a family 

even in frugal comfort. He suggested that the Council 

would agree to an increase of 5/- per week. 

Miss OIRyan said she would be pleased to support an 

increase in wages if anybody could point out where the money 

to meet it could be obtained. 

After further discussion, Mr. Colfer agreed to withdraw 

his proposal in favour of the following amendment which was 

proposed by Mr. Corish and seconded by Mr. Culleton:-

"That Road Estimate for 1939-40 be fixed at £66,422 

(with £2600 for repair of Wexford Bridge) so as to allow of 

an increase of 5/- per week to County Council workers while 

also allowing for the same amount of work as for current 

financial year." © WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



Mr. Corish 
Any time, be said, an increase of wages was asked for in 

this County they were told the rates could not stand it. 

They had gone through the economic war and twelve months ago 

they were told that when the economic war was finished many 

things could be done which they were not in a position to do 

twelve months ago. Now that the economic war was finished, , 

and if they were to take the statements made over two and 

trree years ago, they were entitled to believe that the 

position in the country had improved a good deal . The 

Chairman, he said, had quoted certain figures from the Trade 

Journal and he was at a loss to understand how figures leke 

them could be compiled, because it would be admitted that thE 

cost of living today ·is more than what it was in 1928. 

Everyone knew that the cost of sugar, boots, bread, clothes 

and butter had been increasing in recent years, and the 

person responsible for the compilation of the figures 

referred to did not know what he was tallcing about. He 

(Mr. Corish) mentioned these articles, because they were 

absolute necessaries and they had been increasing for some 

years, and nobody in the room there could deny it, for the 

farmers themselves were complaining about the increased cost 

of living. He asked the Council to adopt the proposal of 

a road rate for £66,422 , stating that the only people who 

were not in receipt of an increase of wages in recent years 

were the road workers. Somebody mentioned that a 

should be passed to improve the conditions of farm labourers.' 

The Labour Party thought as much about the farm labourers, 

continued Mr. Corish, as anybody here and look at them in 

the same plane as the road workers, but the road workers got 

no increase at all. 

The Secretary said the increase of £4,000 odd would 

mean an increase of about 3d in the £. 
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The Chairman said the figures he quoted as regards the 

cost of living were taken from the Trade Journal on Saturday 

last by him. It was quite true that the cost of living had 

increased in recent years, but in 1930 the figure was 172 

and it fell as low as 130 in 1933 and had increased steadily 

from 1933. He agreed with Mr. McCarthy, Mr. Keegan and 

other members that they could not possibly increase the . 

amount of money for roads. They knew qUite well when it 

was possible to provide more money for roads tha~ey 

increased the estimate from £50,000 to £61,000. In 

addition, the grants given each year were so big that they 

were embarrassing the County Surveyor who could not provide 

material for certain roads. They were actually spending a 

lot more money on roads for the last four years than had been 

spent since 1924. They were told they had a disastrous 

year, and w~. Corish said they were promised, when the 

ecomomic war was over, that the farmers would be well off. 

That was said and from their experience he thought the 

fanners were not as badly off during the economic war as 

they thought they were. He was sorry that the improvement 

after the ending of the economic war was not what they 

expected it would be and it was bad for the country and bad 

for them all.As regards the road workers' wages there was no 

doubt they could do with more money if the Council could 

"afford to give it. His particular work was as much rural 

work and just as similar as the agricultural labourer's work, 

and there was not a single agricultural labourer but would 

leave the farm and go on the road, for they knew the road 

worker had a better position. He had, continued the Chair-

man, w~t the ratepayers of the County and both the 

agricultural workers, town workers and people living on home 

assistance could afford to pay. He remembered when the 

rate was struck last year a lot of propaganda went on that 

it was the County Council and Government were responsible 
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for increasing the rates. Referring to the motion, he said 

if they increased the r ate any more they would have more 

difficulty in collecting it. Before the social schemes 

they had embarked on were complete, in connection with 

hospitals, etc., the rates would increase by almost 2s. in 

the £, and he could see that prospect in four ' years. The 

Roads will have to suffer on and the County Surveyor will 

have to make the best use of the money we can afford to give 

h~. 

A vote was taken on Mr. Corish's amendment with the 

following result. 

For: Messrs . Colfer, Connors, Corish, Culleton and 

Kelly. (5). 

Against: Messrs . Bowe, Day, Doyle, Keegan, Kinsella, 

Kennedy, Lawlor, McCarthy, Murphy, O'Byrne, O'Ryan, M. 

Redmond and Thomas Redmond, Ronan, Smyth, Walsh and the 

Chairman. (17) 

The Chairman declared the amendment lost. 

Miss O'Ryan's motion was then put and declared carried 

It was decided on the motion of the Chairman, seconded 

by Mr. Murpr~, that the County Surveyor, with the Assistant 

Surveyors, allocate the amount allowed to each Road, and 

that as regards the £1000 for improvement works £250 be 

allocated to each Assistant Surveyor's area. 

EMPLOYEES COUNTY COUNCIL AND EXERCISES COAST llFE 
SAVING SERVICE. 

Under date 8th November 1938 the Department of Local 

Government and Public Health (Roads~ wrote (RM/7) that if the 

County Council granted facilities to road workers who are 

members of Coast Life Saving Service to attend the periodic 

exercises the 1tinister would not raise objection to their 

attendance without deductions from pay. 
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The following~esolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. Doyle seconded by Mr. Kennedy:-

"That this County Council agree (without deduction of 

pay) to any of their employees who are members of Coast Life 

Saving Service attending the periodic exercises of said 

service. II 

APPOINTMENT OF ~OFFICIO INSPECTOR UNDER FOOD AND 
DRUGS ACTS. 

On the motion of the Chairman seconded by Mr. Murphy, 

the following resolution was adopted:-

"That Garda John Riordan (3707) Gorey Station, be 
, 

appointed Ex-Officio Inspector under Food and Drugs Acts 

for the a dministra ti ve County of Wexford." 

DUNCANNON HARBOUR 

The following under date 12th November 1938 (W.5/11/35) 

addressed to the County Surveyor from Fisheries Branch of ;, 

Department of Agriculture was read:-

UWith reference to your letter of 23rd March, 1938, and 
-previous correspondence relative to a proposal for the 

dredging of Duncannon Harbour, Co. Wexford, I am directed by 

the Minister for Agriculture to state that the engineer of 

the Office of Public Works who recently visited the place 

agrees that the necessary hand-dreling, and the construction 
I 

of a retaining wall can be carried out for the estimated sum 

of £300. 

During the course of his inspection representations 

were made to the engineer by some of the local fishermen for 

the extension of the existing pier by about 70 to 80 yards 

or. alternatively, the construction of a breakwater near the 

harbour entrance. 

I am to state that before further action is taken in 

regard to the proposal for the dred~ing of the dock, the 

Minister will be glad to be favoured with your observations 
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/1/ 

on the fresh proposals now put forward by the fishermen. I 

am at the same time to point out that the extent of the 

fishing in that area would not seem to Justify any consider­

able expenditure on marine works. 1I 

The County Surveyor said the breakwater suggested would 

mean considerable expenditure but he would go into the matter 

fully • 

Further conSideration adjourned pending report of 

County Surveyor. 

FOOT & MOUTH DISEASE IMPORTED CARCASES AND PACKING 
MATERIALS AMENDMENT ORDER 1 

Under date 18th October 1938 the Department of Agricul­

ture forwarded copies of above Order which came into force 

on 21st October 1938. 

QUARTERLY REPORT OF COUNTY ANALYST 

It appeared from the report of County Analyst in respect 

of Quarter ended 30th September last that 187 foods; 40 drugs 

and 9 waters had been e~ined. Total 236. Number found 

to be adulterated:- 3 whole milks; 1 buttermilk; 1 butter; 

and 3 Drugs. The four waters condemned were submitted by 

Wexford Corporation. 

KERLOGUE QUARRY 

Mr. Lawler proposed and 1~. Keegan seconded the 

following resolution which was adopted:-

"That the Seal of Wexford County CounCil be affixed to 
-

Agreement between James Dake, Mulgannon, Wexford and Wexford 

County Council for material raised from Kerlogue Quarry, the 

agreed price being 3d per cubic yard." 

PAY TO WORKERS WHILE INJURED 

1w. Colfer complained that a County Council worker in 

Duncannon who injured his hand was docked three days' pay 

because he returned to work within a month. 
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The following resolution was adopted on tthe motion of 

Mr. Colfer seconded by Mr. Culleton:-

"That we inform the Department of Local Government and 

Public Health and Department of Industry and Commerce it is 

the opinion of this Council that the regulations under 

Workmens l Compensation Acts as to compensation to injured 

workers should be amended so that worker who receives an 

injury shall be paid from that date irrespective of the time 

of the full period of his disablement." 

POISONS & PHARMACY ACT LICENCE 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. Kelly seconded by Mr. Murphy:-

"That renewal of licence under Poisons and Pharmacy Act 

issue to Mrs. Mary Lacy, Monamolin, Gorey." 

CAPITATION GRANTS - MENTAL HOSPITALS 

The Resident Medical Superintendent, District Hospital, 

Sligo, forwarded for the information of the County Council, 

letter from the Secretary, Department of Local Government 

and Public Health, relative to above, and which was aCaDID­

panied by extract from letter written to the General Council 

of County Councils under date 18th October 1938 (No. G.2266 

17-21/38) which pointed out that the 6apitation Grant was 

part of a system of financial subvention, and that when this 

originated grants-in-aid were few and had not attained their 

present proportions. The monies now received annually by 

County Councils from Government sources were very little 

short of the amount raised yearly by Poor Rate. The 

question of the revision of this Capitation Grant could not 

be considered apart from the revision of other grants 

particularly the Agricultural Grant. 

Mr. OtByrne proposed and Mr. Corish seconded the 

following resolution which waS adopted:-
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"That this County Council are prepared to assist in 

every possible way the efforts of Sligo Mental Hospital 

Committee to secure increase of Grant-in-Aid for Mental 

Hospitals. Since this was first established the cost of 

administration of Mental Hospitals shows a very substantial 

increase and in our opinion it is only just and equitable 

that the Government should agree to a reasonable increase in 

the Grant to meet the altered circumstances." 

PROPOSALS FOR PAYMENT 

Mr. Murphy proposed and Mr. Keegan seconded the 

following resolution which was adopted:-

"Tnat the several proposals for payment presented at 

this meeting including proposals for payment to Contractors 

for roads and works as certified by County Surveyor on Form 

22 be and the same are hereby agreed to subject to the 

modifications and any other orders noted thereon and 

initialled by the Chairman." 

RUMOURED CLOSING OF RAILWAY LINE - BORRIS TO PALACE EAST 

In connection with resolution of County Council at 

recent meeting protesting against closing of railway line 

from Borris to Palace East letter of acknowledgment of 

resolution was received from the Great Southern Railway 

Company. 
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