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WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL 

MONTHLY MEETING - 14th NOVEMBER, 1938 

County Hall, 
WEXFORD. 

MINUTES 

N. J. FRIZELLE, 
Secretary Wexford County Council. 
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The monthly meeting of Wexford County Council was held 

in the County Council Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, on 14th 

November, 1938. 

Present:- Mr. D. Allen, T.D., (Chairman) presiding; 

also, Messrs. J. J. Bowe, Patrick Colfer, John Connors, 

Richard Corish, Christopher Culleton, John Day, Raymond 

Doyle, W. P. Keegan, John P. Kelly, James Kennedy, William 

Kinsella, James Lawler, Thomas McCarthy, Sean Murphy, Sean 

O'Byrne, Miss N. O'Ryan, Michael Redmond, Thomas Redmond, 

Patrick Ronan, Myles Smyth and James E. Walsh. 

The Secretary, County Surveyor, County SoliCitor, and 

five Assistant Surveyors were in attendance. 

The Minutes of last meeting were confirmed. 

PAYMENTS 

Treasurer's Advice Notes for the following were signed:­

Ordinary Payments £5733. 8. 7d; Transfer Loan County Wexford 

Vocational Education Committee, Enniscorthy School £726. 5.0;1 

Monthly Salaries £269. 10. o. 

CONFIRl~TION OF MINUTES OF FINANCE COMMITTEE 

MEETING 14th OCTOBER 1938: Minutes of this meeting were 

submitted as follows:-
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The fortnightly me ting of Finanoe Committee s hel d 

in County Council Chamber, County Hall J exford, on 14th 

Ootober 1938. 

present:- essrs . P. Colfer, R. Corish, • P. Keeg~ 

John P. Kelly, Thomas cCarthy, Sean 

and ss 0 ' ~an . 

hy, Sean 0 ' Byrn 

The Secretary, Assistant Secretary, County Surveyor, 

County Solicitor and tes Inspector re in att ndance. 

On the motion of • Colfer, seconded by Mr. 0 ' Byrne, 

the Chair was taken by iss 0' Ryan . 

After confirmation of the inutes Mr . D. Allen 

(Chairman) ttended and presided dur ng the consideration 

of the remainder of the bu iness . 

P DENTS 

reasurer's Advice ote for £4,,949. 8. 3d s examined 

and signed. 

TE COU,ECTION 

STATE OF: he following repre ents the percentage of 

arrant and Arrea s collected to date :-

1. S. Garmon 32. 7 
2 . . Kehoe 32.1 
3· E. J . rphy 31. 2 
4· J. J . O'Reilly 30 . 9 
5· D. Kenny 30.9 
6. J . Quirke 30 · 4 
7. J. Curtis 29 .7 
8. A. Durme 29.0 
9. w. Doyle 28.9 
10. P. Nolan 27 . 2 
11 . P. Doyle 27 .0 
12. J . CUt!ID.1ns 26 . 7 
13· J . Deegan 26·4 
14· P. Carty 26.4 
15· . Cummins 26.1 
lb . . cCarthy 24. 2 
17 . J. J. Sinnott 24·1 
18. J. Flood 1 . 

Average 28 .0. 
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EMPWD T ALWWANCES: With reference to employment 

allo ano s to ratepayer for orkmen, th follo ing resolu-

tion was proposed by Mr. o 'Byrne, seoonded by 

and pa sed:-

. Colfer, 

'That no additional assessment be made on ratepayers 

in the case of workmen in receipt of siQkness benefit for a 

period not exceeding 15 eeks. fl 

RATES ON B Under date 14th October, 1938, 

the Rate Inspector ote:-

lith referenoe to Rates due on Bantry Commons I ish 

to info you that I visited t is place last Tuesday 

accompanied by the Rat Coll ctor, • Flood. 

ith regard to the tock on the Commons I saw a large 

number of sheep there a ell a three or four cattle. I 

was reliably informed that the sheep ere 0 ed by County 

Carlo farmer and the cattle ere 0 ed by a Wexford 

ratepayer ho pays Rates for portion of the Commons. 

The carrying out of a izure here would be extremely 

difficult and might prove complet ly un ucce ful. 

A you are ,a re, the Rate Collector 

decree in th Distriot Court hen the matter 

there last year. 

s refus d 

s tested 

In my opinion, the only practical course open to the 

Collector i to have the matter tested again in a higher 

Court." 

E1gee, County Solicitor, Trote und r date 12th 

October, 1938 :-

I have had an opportunity of discus ion over thi 

matter with • rnite, of the V luation Department. 

It appears, as you are no doubt a are, that an enquiry 

a held into the question of the Rating of the Commons, a 

few years ago, and at that time the question of 

of person to be rated in respect of same, s fully gone 
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into, when it was found on referenoe to Old Estate and nt 

Books of the Land Lord l ho fo rly 0 med the Commons, that 

oertain persons had been gI'anted the use of the ountain for 

the purpose of grazing a oertain number of heep, for hioh 

right they paid the Landlord an annual sum . 

Further enquiry was then made into the matter, d s 

far as I oan unaerstand the Successors of those partie 

hose names appeared on the old Estate Rentals ere traoed 

down to the persons ho re then set out on the Val uation 

Books as the parties to be rated in respeot of the Common • 

The grants made to the persons above mentioned hav 

never, so f as oan be traoed, been revoked, and this being 

so , the only ~y for the persons so rated to rid thems lve 

of their liability, would be to assign the r1ght to graze to 

some other person. 

As long as 6h name appear on the Valuation Book the 

County Counoil are bound to assess the rates upon them, but, 

hether they are able to collect same or not, ~ governed by 

the Deoision in "The Sllgo County Council - v - .Jooke lf , 

hich I referred to in a fo er report on the matter . " 

{~ss 0' yan proposed and Ir . Corish seconded the 

follo ing resolution whic s adopted:-

"That Rate Colleotors conoerned prooeed again t three 

or four ratepayers on Bantry Commons. If they fail to 

seoure a Deoree in the District Court, appeal be made to the 

Circuit Court, the County Council to be responsible for the 

leg,g.l costs involved. " 

VALUATION Under date 12th 

October 1938, the follo ing s read from r. Elgee, County 

Solicitor :-

'1 have made enquiries into the question of the valua-
-tions 0 t the above hou es, as oompared ith Houses built 

under the Labourers' Acts, and I find that, as regards the 
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house built under the Labourers' Acts, there is limlt 

placed upon the amount hlch they are to be valued at, but 

t t in respect of the Houses bullt under a Scheae such s 

the house at Gorey ere, there i no limit placed upon the 

valuations by any Act, and ccordingly, the Valuation 

Authorities are free to place hat Valuation they consider 

fa~r upon the Houses, having regard to the amount of rent 

payab1J3 for t m, and such rents are in this case fairly 

igh, and ence the Valuation i high al o . tI 

e Secretary stated that the Commissioner of Valuatxn 

bad declined to reduce on Appeal the valuation of these 

houses . 

he Chairman proposed and • Corish econded the 

folIo ng resolution rhic s adopted!-

"That the County Council point out to the Loc I C~vern­

ment Department it is inequitable that Poor La. Valu tions 

of houses erected for occupation by former slum d~ellers 

should be made t the fUll figure. The Finance Committee 
I 

are of opinion the I mit of valuation in such instances 

especially in all towns, s!ould be that fixed l' r houses 

erected in the vicinity of to s under the bourers ' Acts . 

That the ~inl ter for Local Gove en t and Public 

Health be requested to take up th matter wit the 

Valuation Department . I 

Mr . O' Byrne proposed and r. Keegan seconded the 

folIo ing resolution hich s adopted:-

*'That the County Council be recoml ended to remit to 

the 30th September 1938, rates assessed on houses recently 

erected by Gorey To Commissioners, it this proposal can 

be legally carried out. It 
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S LL DWELLINGS ACQUISITION ACTS 

SANCTION TO ADVANCE RTIN DUNBAR: Under date 4th October 

1938 the Department of Local Government and Pub11c Health 

rote (25942/38 - Loch Garman) that the nister rould not 

raise objection to the proposal ot the Wexford County Council 

to advance a loan of £150 to rtin Dunbar 1n respect of 

erection of house at exford Street, Gorey. 

=;::;..=.......;;;;:;~GA=N'40,...,;;;.::GLEUOOUGH: s. ry D. Roon y) Crovin1a 

Avenue, R1slyn ontgo ery Co., Penn. U.S.A. (sister to /frs. 

Mangan) wrote that she ould pay instalments - arrears and 

current - if time as given. 

It was decided to refer this matter to the County 

Solicitor. 

J Under date 7th October 1938, Mr. 

Elgee, County Solicitor, ote that J • Gor1sh, Auctioneer, 

had infomed him that Sexton never gave him any instructions 

to sell the house which e had erected under the Small 

ellings AcqUi ition Acts . He had itten Sexton asking 

him hat he 1ntended doing and oul let t e Council kno 

hat the reply would be. 

PREPARATIOr OF ROAD TERIAL 

The County Surveyor for dad the folIo ing letter der 

date 21st Septemb r 1938 (5 •• 12/13/27) from the Office of 

public Works:-

II 1th reference to your letter of the 7th instant on t e 

subject of the preparation of road material, I am to state 

that e have no partlcul s as to the comparative costs of 

hand breaking and machine breaking. 

It is assumed that you have addressed a si lIar 

enqUiry to the Department of Local Government and Public 

Health and e will discuss the matter ith the Department." 

The County Surveyor stated that up to the present he had 
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not heard from the Department of Looal Government and 

Public He It in the atter. 

EY - CLDHA ON 

The folIo ing under date 28t 1 September 1938, addres 

to the Chairman from • Hamilton Coffey, Clobemon Hall, 

Ballycarney, s read:-

'I wish to call the ttent10n of t e Council to the 

extremely uns tlsfactory s te of the ro d from Ballyc ey 

to Clohamon on the left bank of the Slaney. It holds a 

succession of pot-holes hlch make it grievanoe to driv 

car along 1 t; and it 1 very dangerous to the springs of 

a car. 

Thi road a never good, but it s rulned by heavy 

10rr1es v1ng to use it hen the road .e ouhsr si e of 

the river sing rema The only attention it has been 

paid has been that the hole have occasionally been filled 

with earth from the side of the ro d sometimes ith 

round ater om gravel hic does not bind tall. Thi 

1 simply a ate of money. After a fe cars hav passed 

along t e earth nd gravel have been knocked out of the pot 

holes by the wheels and the road is s bad as ever. Th 

la enJ01ns me to keep my land olear of certain weeds, but 

those along the road here have been cut by the Council ' s men 

for the last t 0 ye rs after they have eeded. Consequent­

ly, I have to deal every year ith a fine crop of thistles, 

ragweed etc. 

r should li some responsible official to drive a oar 

across Ballyc ey Bridge and along thi Road to Clobamon. 

If the springs of his car ve held out when arrives 

there I think that he ould dmit that my complaint is 

Justifie d. II 

Referred to County Surveyor. 

The County Surveyor said the rG d bad, but it as a 
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question of ~oney. He could not do more with the money 

blch had been allocated. 

COO LOOK 

On the motion of the Chairman seconded by r. OtByrne, 

it as decided that Coolook Lane near llycanew be 11,sted 

for repair under or Relief Scheme in view of representa-

tions from ratepayers concerned submitted to this meeting. 

c 
1.rs . Katherine .,urpily, Clonmore House, Glenbrien , 

submitted memorial signed by 16 ratepayers and herself as 

regards repair of above lane. 

It s decided on th motion of . • Colfer seconded by 

Mr. Murp y t t lane be listed for rep lr under 'inor elief 

Sche es Vote. 

ROADS III 

Th follo ing under dat 9th October as read from 

Rosslare Flanna Fail Cumann :-

"I am directed by th Committee of t e above to as you 

to be good enougb to bring the follo ing before the next 

meeting of your Council. 

The Oumann isn to dr w the attention of the County 

Council to the deplor ble condition of the Tagoat - Rosslare 

oad. It is a matter of urgency that this important ork 

be undertaken immediately a in the opinion of competent 

judges this road is one of the worst in County Wexford. The 

Cumann i reli bly info ed that during the tourist season, 

the utomobile Association recomcended its members on 

leaving osslare Harbour to avoid t s road 0 ing to its 

highly dangerous condition. No that the inter has arrived 

and the condition of the ro d becomes worse the Cumann 

re~est that the ork of reconstruction be started 

immediately. 
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Grange Boad: The attention of the County Council is 

also requested to the serious flooding of the public road at 

Grange Rail a:y Br~dge . hiS 1s due mainly to the filling 

up of a dra1n formerly cleaned yearly by the 11 ay Company. 

The Cumann request the County Council to 

1nvest1gated forthwith . 

vo the mat",er 

WQogtown oa,g.: The oodtown road has been impa sible 

urlng the past eek, nd residents of thv area er e unable 

to go to ss on Sunday, October 9t , as result of flood-

ing, caused also by drain not being 01 aned. 

also request that th1 matter be rem died. 

Burrow Road: Residents of the Burro 

The Cumann 

oeslare, hate 

&ked the Cumann to p01nt out to the County Councll t t 

hilst defence ork against the ra ges of the Sea have 

been constructed belo th main embankment, nothing ha b en 

done ith that port1on of the ro d from Pearo t s house to th 

Eobankment controlled by th County Council . It is ted 

that the tid rise in th1 10 lying ortion to a great r 

extent than fo erly 

danger of flooding. 

d a number of hous re in lmm diat 

The C nn request that xtra materi 1 

be dumped here a soon a possible . 

loping that you ·ill see your y to bring above 

matters before your Councll and lng you in antlclpatwd! 

The County Surveyor tat d that the Council . re 

spending £4,200 (of hich half s obta1n d by loan) on the 

road Ro slare to Carne Pi r. This Quld cover port1on of 

the road from Rosslare to Tagoat. As regards Woodtown 

ro d since Hopeland nk 

the district was upset. 

s flooded · the hole drainage in 

A blg amount of money had boen 

recently spent in the district including £1500 for w1dening 

road by elief Grant from tchingbamt s to ards Woodtown. 

It was decided to refer the communicat1on from Rosslare 

Flanna Fail Cumann to the County Surveyor and that the 1st 

be requested to send reply to 
the Fianns Fail Cumann. 

• lbar urpby, Secre ry t o 
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THDUFF lANE, ULLANNE 

r. Simon Doran, Rathduff wrote a sking the Council to 

all0 some money for the upkeep of this lane, hlch s 

repaired under nor Relief Sc 

the corners ha ving been dened. 

and s in good order, 

The residents feared 

unless there was soue money allowed to keep the 

the road it would oon be s bad as ever. 

ter off 

The County Surveyor considered the applic tion unreas-

onable. It as unfair that ratepayer, hen lanes ere put 

into good condition for them, refused to do 

to keep t em in order. 

The applicD. tion s re.fu.se d. 

"hand' a turn" 

(R ADS 355 Al D 3491 

Mr . I eanor, Assistant urveyor for the district, 

rote t .'t fro the ratepay~rs oovered 

Grant fi'om lief Soheme. If the lane could be repaired 

in this man r t Quld b a great convvnience to re Idents 

and other users. 

The Chai propose and 00 thy econded the 

follo -ing resolution, which s adopted:-

"That the application r6 Dunamore-'Tlorduff road be 

recommended for repair under Relief Scheme." 

CARETAKER'S P ~ ISES - GOREY COURTHOUSE 

The County Surveyor submitted the folIo ing report 

under date 12th October 1938 from w. Treanor, ASSistant 

Surveyor for the district:-

"1 made an inspection of c retaker's premises, Gorey 

Courthouse since vacated and beg to report that it is in 
fKL, 

very bad condition. !any ofYl alls require plastering as 

old plaster is falling off . Pa.per1ng and pa.1nting also 

necessary. There is no lavatory, and stove in kitchen not 

suitable here children in family . 

ill also req ire to be done." 

Some repairs to root 
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r e Chairman proposed and ... iss 0 1 Ryan seconded the 

following resolution which s adopted:-

IT at th County Surveyor be empowered to procure 

estimates for repair of Caretaker's premises, Gorey Court­

house, and accept the one he considers reasonable and 

satisfactory. I 

C OGHAN LANE 

The County Surveyor submitted the fo1lo ing from Mr. 

Treanor, Assi tant Surveyor for the district:-

'Above waS repaired under [inor Relief Grant some tine 

ago. It is a lane very muoh used by resident in area most 

or whom have grazing right on Croghan Mounta.in . 

A sum ot £10 per annum ould ufflce to maintain it it I 

schedul d a County Road. " 

The County Surveyor tated it was un r tood hen lanes 

ere repaired under Minor Rellef Soheme their future m in­

tenana ould be undertaken by t e Rat p y rs concerned. 

It s decided to info these te ayers that the 

Finance Comm1ttee are not prepared to recom.mend the Council 

to set a.side any u for the repa:1.r of Croghan lane. They 

consider - as the lane has been put in order by State Grant­

ratepayers and others using the lane should take ov r its 

future maintenance . 

. 0' Byrne proposed and Miss O· an seconded the 

follo ~ng resolution blch s 'adopted:-

" hat £20 be tr neferred from County Contingency Fund 

to Section 40 - Dunco ack ~ad (approved of by County 

(' Council at last meeting) and £27 to Section 2, Ahare Bridge, 

( hich t e County Surveyor said had colla.psed).u 

t 
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PAID HOLDDAYS OF CARTERS 

Under date 12th Ootober 1938, the 0110 lng a read 

from Mr. Elgee, County Solioitor:-

"A instructed by the Council I have looked into the 

question a to hether the carters in the employment of the 

Council are entitled to the holidays allo ed to other Workers 

under the provi ions of the Conditions of Employment Act l~ 

and in my opinion they are not entitled to the holidays. 

Section 3(1) of the Act defines tho expression "Indus-

trial ork" to lch the Act pplies and declares, that 

"Industrial Vork" does not include A lcultural Commercial , 

nor Do estio ~ rk, .1ning nor th ~,~~~~o~r~~ of ~~rson§ or 

~. 

Section 3(2) of t e Act defines t ricultur 1 ork, 

Commercial or. and Demestio or re, but ves 0 defini­

tion of the E ression ATran port of Person or GoOdS" d 

t 1 being so, in my vie , the ords must e interpreted in 

their ordina.ry meaning hieh i If to convey f om one place to 

another" and the cart r ' S ork 1 plainly (in the main) to 

cart stones nu other terlal fro one plac to another on 

the oads . ThIs being so, I cannot fo any other opinion, 

but that the carters are no entit led to the benefits of the 

above montioned Act . 

On the motion of Miss O'B¥an seconded by r . Kelly, it 

as decided to inform the County Council that a regards 

holidays ith pay to Carters the Finance Committee consider 

that the Council are bound by the opinion of their Solicitor. 

Correspondence as submitted from aJor Barne all, 

Ki annock ouse, Cempile, as to his liability in connection ' 

~ith repair of a certain section of -ilma.mock Drainage Ar 

he County Surveyor entioned it 

t e Council vna,t he S ould ntcrvle 

d be~n deoided by 

me 1.1 in t e 

m tter a e QuI take th opportunity of oing so hen 
next 1n the area. © WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 
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CIAI GE BY BLAST n~G 

Under date 28t ept mber 1938, the follo ·ing '. read 

fro essrs. Kirwan & Kir7~~, Solici~ors, extord:-

e are instructed by eears. Slortle Bro .) Oastle­
bridge, t t on t 7t J ry last t ey ote you dra ing' 
your attention to c1amage done to t air 11 at . denvale by 
blasting operations carrie on by the County Council in 
Edeuvale .. uarry, and to point out t.hst althou' eight month 
have since elapsed, not ng he. been done either to repair 
the damage or to compensa.te our clients . Further blasting 
operations took place on fonday last, the 26th instant, and 
examination of the roof of our clients l Mill disclo ed the 
f ct that t e roof had been holed in thirty- four places by 
stone and boulders flung through the air as result ot tho 
bl ting. In dd1tion, the roof of their kiln 8 been 
dama ed and also the roof of a ate.ble . Our instruction 
no are to calIon the County Counoil to i diately cease 
blast! g ope ... ' tiona in tho u y in question and to in or 
you t at unless you intim te to us ithin forty-eight hours 
that the County OOl. ncil ill do so, we are further instruotai 
to apply for an Injunction, S OUI' clients oannot carryon 
their busincss a.s Ion' as t e pl"esent at te of affai:r-a 
exist. e are so i structed to t e proo edlngs galnst 
t~e C unty Council for ag I 

"Since it~ng t e annexed letter t day, our cl_ont 
c lled on u 1n and banded u the 1 tter _ itt n to them 
by you t - day. Thi 1s the first otf r m de by you to 
good the dam e done and apparently t . s is d only by 
reason 0 the exten ida· g done on t e 26th in 'nt . 
We hav in truct d an En ear to in peet the premises and 
make a Report and h 1 vis1ting the promi to-morrow 
morning. It he dvi s t t t e damn. e c be adequately 
repaired, e s 11 va to. in i t that e repair~ are 
carried out ocorCing to Sp cificat_o and under hi 
supervi 0'1. Thi 1 tter is i thout prej dice to yother 
cause of otion our client m y have again t the County 
Council for con equent1 1 loss or othe~vise nd to the 
propo e prooeedings for Injunction.' 

Und r date 3rd Ootober 1938, Messrs . Xi! an & Kirwan 

wrote as follows: -

ft ferring to our letters to you of the 28th ultimo e 
have had our client t prem1se inspected by . T. J. ~allar 
and a regards the roof of the ill and the root of the 

tores c va been daJIla ed, e reports that to repair 
and make the roof tertight, it ill be nycessary to have ~ 
all broken and damaged 81 tea removed, and the roof re~ted 
the ri e tilea to be made good nd pOinted and the 1 ad 
v lley repaired where neeees y. On earing from you that 
you are prepared to put the work in r nds in accordance wi th 

Speoification to be prep d by .,T . rill r nd under his 
supervision, we ill send you pecific tlon. In the m 
ti e) our clients, in accordance itl w. illar' s recommen­
dation, propose to va te por ry repairs oarried out to 
prevent damage to the contents of the Mill . Our clients 
also will have to look to t County Council for the 
expenses to which they v been put by reason of the 
necessity to employ an Engineer . fore applying for an 
injunction to restrain the County Counoil from further damage 
to our client' s property, we shall be glad to know hat 
their attitude in the matter i • 
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As regards the damage to the \mlls of' the Mill. Mr . 
Millar informs us t t he is not in a position to report 

i thout making an extensive survey of the uarry and Mill 
premises. This our clients propose instructing him to do." 

The County Surveyor tated that the complaint in 

January referred to in letter of [essrs . Klr an & Kirwan of 

28th September last, had been sent to the Insurance Company 

hen it came to band. No specifio claim me received from 

Messrs. SortIe as regards this January complaint and it 

s assumed t e claim had been dropped. 

A regards the present applic tion for compensation he 

(Oounty Surveyor') had forwarded the correspondenoe to the 

Insurance Company and the latter r~d sent bim a draft letter 

to be headed "Without Prejudice" to be for a.rded to Messrs . 

Kirwan saying they rere satisfied that temporary repairs 

should be carried out pending further ork. He (County 

Surveyor) ~s satisfied that a good deal of damage had been 

done rut as not satisfied t t the walls had been damaged 

in January last. 

It as decided that t e m tter be left in the hands 

of t Insurance Oompany. 

ppl1cation /as I'ecei vea. on behalf ofary Britton, 

Browns ood, Enniscorthy, for alleged injury to er house. 

Referred to Mr. 1gee, County Solicitor. 

COll Y. l DICAL OFFICER OF HFALTH 

he following under date 6th October 1938, read at 

meeting of the County CounCil on lOth October 1938, from 

Hr. T. D. Sinnott, Secretary, County Board of He Ith, was 

submi tted:-

"I am directed by the exford Board of Health and 
Public Assistance to ackno le e reoei?t of your letter of 
the 1st instant gogether with copy of a letter sent to the 
Finance Committee of the County Council by Dr. Bastible. 
The Board note that th Finance Committee heve requested an 
investigation into the malUler 1n nich the County Medical 
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Offtloer of Health has been discharging hls duties. 

I am to refer to thv statement of the County lledical 
Officer of Health that flTuberculosis Dispensaries have been 
held .... t ew Ross every Tuesdayll since July 8th 1938, and to 
s te that this statement is untrue. No edlcal attendant 
as present at the 11e\, oss uberculosis Dispensary on the 

12th or 26th July, 1938, or on the 6th or 20th of Septe~ber 
19}8. T e return for the month of August is not yet in the 
hands of the Board. no Medical Attendant ppeared a.t the 
-e Ross T.B. Dispens y on the 4th October. 

men the return of Attendance for t e month of August 
has been received, it 7111 be forwarded to you. 

I am further to call your attention to the fact that 
Dr. C . .u",stible s absent from the t eeting of the Board 
held Ol October 3rd." 

Under date 1 th October 1938, the Department of Local 

Government and Publlc He Ith wrote .1;' .1.26265/38 Loch Garman 

( Sc . ) :-

n I am directed by the 'nister for Local Government and 
Public Health to ackno Ie ge t e receipt of your letter of 
the 4th instant relatlv to the resolution adopted by the 
Finance Comoittee of t e Wexford County Oouncil on the 30th 
ultimO, requesting an investigation by this Department into 
the manner in 1J.hich the County If'edical Officer of Health 
bas been discharging s duties. 

As regards the oommunication received by the County 
Council from the Secl'etary of t e Boa.r'd of ealth in which 
it is stated that Dr. Bastib1e was absent from the meeting 
of the lexford Board of Healtn and ublic Assistance on the 
19th u1tiuo wit. ut explan tlon, it will be necessary to 
obtaln from the Board of Health what directions ere given 
by then in pursuance of Article 9( 10) of t e County Medical 
Officers of Health Order, 1926, for the attendance of the 
County Medical Officer of Health at meetlngs of the Board. 

s regards the last para aph of the letter of the 
Board of Health relating to Tuberculosis Dispensaries at 
Ne J..OGS ~t ~'oUld be 6.esirable that t e Board should submit 
all the evidence available bearing on this ma.tter. II 

The Chairman proposed and iss O· yan seconded the 

1"0110 .ing resolution hich 1; s adopted:-

"T.i.Ult in res .. ect of the oanner in which the County 

[edical Officer has been dischsrglng his duties, the Finance 

Committee call attention to the following resolution, 

adopted t meeting of rexford County Council on the 10th 

October 1938. This resolution super eded the request ot 

the Finance Committee for investlgati into the manner 1n 

mch the duties of the County Medical Officer ere being 

discharged. 
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'That t is Council, subject to the approval of the 

.. [inister fo Local Gover ent and PubliC Healt 1, suspend Dr . 

Bastible, County Medical Officer, from duty pending the 

decision of t e Minister as to the holding of s om inquiry 

into the manner in wluch the County Medical Officer has been 

discharging his duties, and into the administrat10n of his 

department. The County Council adopt t is resolution after 

full consideration. 

T at the Solicitor to the County Council be directed 

to co-operate ith the Solicitor to the Wexford Board of 

'Health in preparing the evidence for the proposed inquiry . I 

T e Finance Committee ould appreciate a reply to th1s 

resolution 1n time for meeting of County oard of Health to 

be held on 17th instant.lI 

Under date lOth October 1938, the gineer-in- Chief, 

Department of osts and Telegraphs, irate (: o. /11.31) 

stating that telegraph ires ere broken at Carrlganeagh 

Quarry, Gorey, on the 7th September 1938 as a result of 

blasting operations carried out by the Council . maen the 

cost of repairing the damage l~d been a certained the 

account ould be for arded to the County Council for ettle- I 

ment. 

The County Surveyor sated the amount involved 70uld be 

small and he as in communic·tlon with the Insurance Company 

in the matter. 

It ~as decided, on t e motion of Viss 0 ' !t,yan, seconded 

by t e Chai . an, t t renewal of Universit" Scholarship of 

William G. Lambert be eld over until Council ascertain it 

he passes his first year's exe~ination in June 1939 . 
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GOREY. COURTHOUSE - UP. "'LIC LEAGUE 

he Secretary of Gorey Branch of the Gaelic League 

wrote under date 13th October, 1938, applying for the u e of 

the upper p rt of Gorey Court ouse for t e purpose of holding 

a wee ly Ceilidhe dance and dramatic class, one night per 

reek, the same as la.st year. 

It as pointed out that the premises referred to are 

in the portion of t e building controlled by the County 

Council . 

!r. 0 ' Byrne proposed and Ur. Kelly seconded the 

following resolution, hieh as adopted:-

"That pe iesion be given Gorey Br~neh ot Gaelic 

League for th use ot upper portion of Gorey Courthol1.se 1n 

accordance 'it their application under date 13t October 

1938 and on eond! tion t t t Le g'u.e anc be responsibl e 

for any damage c use to the room or turnitur hile in 

their occupation . 1! 

OGUE 

he follo ing resolution from the minute of meet1ng of 

Wexford Board of Health and Publi0 Assistanoe, held on 19th 

Septembe 1938, in connection ith above was read:-

liThe County .~edical Officer of Health reported:-

t Owing to a complaint received regarding the condition 
of a lane o.y leading to three cottages 1n Ballykerogue, I 

.--J have investigated the catter . 

It appears t t in pet oather the lane y, bich 
leads to three cottages, becomes floode and impaSSible for 
several days at "'" time and great inoonvenience is caused to 
the occupants 0 the cottages thereby. I 'auld recommend 
to t e Board t t t e County Council be asked to make thi s 
lane passe,ble in at ea ther. here is no public pump 
convenient to these cottages and the people ve to depend 
on a private pump to supply their needs in this respect . 

I recommend that the gineer be as "'ad to make report 
on t e possibility of a ater supply for these houses. t 

The Board directed:-

1. hat a copy of the County iedical Officer ' s of Health 

report be sent to the County CounCil, and that they be a sked 

-
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to examine the complaint as to J. road nooding. 

2 . ha t t .. e .,!;ngineer for the area be a.sked to report upon 

the possibility of providing a ater supply for the area ." 

The County Surveyor stated tJ.:lat the nuisance s not 

on t e premises of the County Council 8nd they had nothing 

to say to it . 

No order. 

LOYKES' ORuANISATIOn 

Girc lar letter as received from ' . • Dignan, 

Chairman of the bove, requesting County Councils to put 

full pressure to bear on the Government to introduce 

nationalise.tion of Transport ithout delay . 

On the motion of Mr . urphy seconded by Mr . llcCarthy 

~t as decided to refer this communication to the County 

Council. 

I ,dDUSJ.' rAL SCHOOL APPLICATION 

Tle Superintendent, Garda Siochan ,Enniscorthy, ote 

he intended vO mak application a.t Enni corthy District 

Court on the 27th October 1938 for t e committ, 1 to Indus­

trial Schools of John Allen, lot years old; Patrick lIen, 

9 years 7 months; : ry Allen, 12 yea 3 mon~s, of Rail~ay 

Cottag ) ~nniscorthy; also J .es Kavanagh, 13 years, St. 

John ' s, nniscorthy. 

Referred to Oounty Sollcitor . 

OVERDRAFl' . 

Under date 1st October 1938) t e De artment of Local 

Government and Public Health wrote (G. 8195/4/38 - Loch 

Garman) that the . "nister had consented to Overdraft not 

exceeding £35,000 up to 31st December 1938. 

b 
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The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. Keegan, seconded by Mr. Murphy:-

"That the Minutes of Finance Committee in respect of 

meeting held on 14th October 1938 be received and considered~ 

VALUATION GOREY TOWN COMMISSIONERS' HOUSES: The Secretary t 

stated that the Gorey Town Commissioners had appealed to the 

Circuit Court against the decision of the Commissioner of 

Valuation refusing to reduce the valuation of their new 

houses. 

RAIL TRANSPORT nAPLOYEES POLITICIAL ORGANISATION - PROPOSED 

NATIONALISATION OF TRANSPORT: A long statement was read 

from the Rail Transport Empoyees' Political Organization 

dealing with the present chaotic condition of road and rail 

transport and asking the County Council to put full pressure 

on the Government to introduce Nationalisation of Transport 

without delay. 

This was before the meeting of Finance Committee on 14th 

October 1938 and was referred to the County Council. 

Mr. Kelly proposed and Mr. Corish seconded the adoption 

of the following resolution:-

"That the Government be requested to intDoduce a measure ' 

for the nationalisation of Irish Railways." 

Mr. McCarthy said the Council did not know sufficient 

about the position to agree to the resolution. He, for one, 

desired to be convinced that nationalisation of the rai~ways 

would be the best thing for the country. Everybody realised 

that the railways were in a bad way but the Government knew 

more about the matter than the Public Bodies and he under­

stood they were preparing a measure for introduction to the 

Dail which was the proper place to have it threshed out and 

to ascertain what was the best course to be pursued. The 

Railways were, as he said, badly hit and it was suggested 
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that in future they would carry goods traffic only and not 

look to passenger traffic. The goods traffic which should 

belong to them was being taken away for the roads. The 

Railways themselves were not free from blame as a statement 
meeting 

had been made at a recent County Council! that they were 

charging a less freight for delivery to business premises by t 

lorry than by rail to their railway stations. 

Mr. Walsh agreed that the Council had not sufficient 
, 

information to enable them to accept the resolution. At 

present it appeared that the money of the ratepayers was 

spent to keep all traffic on the roads. 

Mr. Doyle held it was in the interests of the community 

that the railways should be placed on a sound financial 

position. 

After further discussion 1w. Kelly withdrew his motion 

and substituted therefor the following which was seconded by 

Mr. Corish and adopted:-

"That the Government be requested to consider immediate­

ly the whole question of Transport, particularly with the 

view to having all heavy traffic carried by rail and not by 

road." 

On the motion of Mr. Kelly seconded by rv1r. Colfer, the 

following resolution was adopted:-

"That Minutes of FIance Committee of 14th October 1938 

as submitted to this meeting be, and the same are, hereby 

confirmed and approved except in so tar as same may have been 

altered or amended by resolution adopted at this meeting. 11 

MEETING 28th OCTOBER 1938: Minutes of this meeting were 

submitted as foll ows:-

-
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The fortnightly meeting of Finance Committee as hel d 

in County Council Chamber, County Hall , Wexford, on 28th 

Ootober, 1938. 

Present:- Mr . D. Allen (Chairman) pr esiding, al so 

lessrs. P.- Colfer, R. Corish, W. P . Keegan, JOM P. Kelly, 

Thomas oCarthy J Sean Murphy ei 0 1 BJIt 'IIW and Miss 0 ' Ryan . 

The County Seoretary, Assistant Secretary, County 

Surveyor, County Solicitor and Rates Inspector re also 

in at tendano e • 

The inutes of last meeting ere oonfirmed. 

PAYMENTS 

Treasurer' s Advice Note for £4,975. 4. ld was examined 

and signed. 

RATE COLLECTION 

STATE OF : The following is the percentage of the Rate 

Collection to date :-

l. S. Gannon 42 .8 
2 . P . Nolan 39.1 
3· E. J . urphy 38 . 9 
4 . J. J . 01 Reilly 38 .7 
5 · D. Kenny 38 .0 
6 . J. Curtis 37 . 2 
7. A. Dunne 35.1 
8 , · Kehoe 34. 6 
9 . J. Cummins 34. 5 
10 . P. Carty 34 .. 2 
11. · Doyle 33 · 6 
12 . J . uirke 33.3 
13 · P. Doyle 33· 1 
14· J . Deegan 33.1 
15 . · oCartby 30 . 6 
10 . W. Cummins 30.3 
17. J . Flood 29 .6 
18 . J. J . Sinnott £L,..g 

Average 34.8~ . 
, 

This average figure oorresponded 'ith the percentage 

collected at the same period last year . 

APPLICATION FOR PAYMENT OF POUNDAGE: Letter 'as read from 

J . . Curtis (Hon . Secretary County exford Rate Collectors ' 

Association) stating e as instructed by the Collectors to 

t 
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J . . Curtis (Hon . Secretary County exford Rate Collectors ' 

Association) stating e as instructed by the Collectors to 

t 
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make application for poundage on all monies lodged to date . 

The follo ing resolution was adopted on the .otion of 

iss o'Ryan seconded by Mr. cCarthy:-

tfT at the ! nister for Local Government and Public 

Health be requested to sanction interim payments of Poundage 

fees to Rate Collectors on the same basis as obtained for 

year 1937-38 1arrants as follows:-

First Interim: Lodgment by 15th November 1938 of 

60% of first mOiety of current arrant plus arrears 
, 

applicable to assessment of year 1937- 38 to quality for 

75% of poundage fees. 

Second Interim: Lodgment by 15th December 1938 of an 

amount equivalent to first moiety of current arrant along 

with the total arrears applicable to 1937-38 asses ment for 

paymen t of full potndage . 

Thirq Interim : Lodgment by 15th Maroh 1939 of a sum 

equivalent to 75% of current warrant along ith total 

arrears applicable to 1937-38 assessment for Collectors to 

qualify for 80% of poundage. 

Final Payment : Special sanction of Minister to be 

applied for in the case of each Collector at close of 

PAYMENT OF RATES ON HOUSES OF GOREY TOWN CO SSIONERS : 

In connection ith resolution at last meeting that rates on 

reoentlY erected houses by Gorey Town Commissioners in 

respeot of current financial year should be remitted, Mr. 

Elsea, County Solicitor, wrote under date 21st October 1938, 

as follows:-

"I am in receipt of yours of the 19th instant, and in 

reply rite to say, that in my opinion, the County CounCil 

cannot remit the Rates due on the Houses recently erected 

by the Gorey Town Commissioners up to the 30th September 

1938 as suggested. The County Council have no po er to 

remit any Rates." 

t 
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It 1as decided that copy of letter from the County 

Solicitor be furnished Gorey To Commis ioners. 

T OF RATES: Under date 20th October, 1938, 

(G.22356/38 Loch Garman) the Department of Local Government 

and public Health wrote:- . 

"With reference to your letter of the 7th instant and 

previou~ correspondenoe regarding the continuance of the 

system of acceptance of "part payment l of rates ;in respect 

of current rate arrants, I am directed by the Minister for 

Local Government and Public Health to at te that the figures 

previously given sho that no material advantage has been 

gained from the oper tion of the Scheme in certain areas. 

The nister cannot, therefore, see what benefit can 

accrue from continuing the Scheme as heretofore and can 

consent only to its continuance on the lines previously 

indicated. " 

The folIo ing resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Miss 0 ' Ryan seconded by Mr. Murphy :-

"Tnat the inister for Local Government and Public 
-Health be requested to reconsider his decision as regards 

the system of acceptance of "partll payment ot Rates in 

respect of current Rate arrant as set out in letter from 

Department of Local Government and Public Health under 

20th October 1938 (G. 22355/38-Loch Garman) . 

The Finance Committee, haVing carefully considered this 

matter, feel that if a guarantee regarding the payment of 

arrears by a definite date is inSisted upon before a "part 

payment can be accepted it ill mean, in a number of cases, 

10 of R8,te revenu owing to the fact that oertain rate­

payers ill not find it possible to pay more tl~ the 

current year ' s assessment . 

Taking all ciroumstances into acoount the Finane 

Committee urge the nister to allo the system in its 

t 
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present fo to oontinue until the close of current year' s 

colleotion, on the understanding that its continuance in 

next financial year may not be nece sary if leg1slation be 

enacted in th meantime increasing the po era of Rate 

Collector regarding the collection gener lly . tt 

EMPLOYMENT SCHEMES VOTE 1938- 39 ROADS (RURAL) 

Under date 26th October 1938 the Department of Loc 1 

Government and Public Health rote (RU/20S/32) tnat the 

scheme agreed to by the Council under above should be 

completed by 31st March 1939. This scheme prOVided by ay 

of Grant from Employment Schemes Vote of £4312 subject to a 

local contribution of £1521 - the peroentage being 74% from 

Grant and 26 from Rates • . 
h County Surveyor said that the amount from Rates 

had been provided for. 

VOTE 1938/39 ROADS ( URBAN) 

Under date 19th October 1938 the Department of Looal 

Government and Public Health (Roads) wrote (RU/20S/l09) that 

the {ini ter had approved of the Scheme of road orks in 

~e Ross Distriot to be oarried out with the aid of a Grant 

from above Vote. The amount allooated by y of Grant i 

' £1925 subJeot to a loc 1 contribution of £265 . Total £2190. 

Percentages:- Grant 88'% and Rate 12%. 

The Secretary stated that New Ross Urban Council had 

been asked if they were prepared to furnish the £265 the 

amount of local contribution. 

The County Surveyor sa1d that hen the amount of this 

Scheme had been e ended every street in Ne Ross Urban 

would have been dealt tho 

R D I ROVEMENT GRANT lQ38L32 

Under date 24th October 1938 the Department of Local 

Gove ent and public Hea.lth ( oads) wrote that sum of 

t 
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£14500 s been provisionally allocated out of above Grant 

for ' in Road improvement as follo s in County exfor d:-

1 . 

2 . 

3· 

4· 

5· 

L.29. 

L· 30. 

Gorey- Wexford, at Ballymartin Cross. £ . 
Ease corners and make road d1 eraion •.. 400 

nniscorthy-Kiltealy, Shingaun to Monart 
East and at Wheelagower . 
Widen, sidefill, strengthen, sufface in 
bitumen grouted macadam and surface 
dre s s . . .. . .. ...... .. .. . .. . . ... . ... . .. . 3 , 150 

L. 159A. New ss- et I'd, Balliniry to Dungulph. 
Widen, sidefill, strengthen, surf ce 1n 

T. 8. 

T.7. 

tar bitumen macadam and surface dress 3. 500 

exford- sslare, Tagoat to Rosslar 
Harbour. 
Ease corners, drain, ~lden, sidefill, 
strengthen, surface in tar bitumen 
madadam and surface dress • . . . . . . . ..... 5,600 

Gorey- New Ross, Mill Park Road, 
Enni scor-thy • 
Drain, regrade, strengthen, surface in 
tar bitumen macadam and surface dress . 
Reme.ke footpaths . •• ...... .. ... .. • •. . •• 1,850 

£14,500 . 

S NCTION GRANT ROAD FRO ROSSLARE STRAND TO CARNE PIER 

Under date 24th October 1938, the Department of Local 

Government and Public Health (Roads) flI'ote that the scheme 

submitted for reconstruction of above Road estimated to cost 

£4200~ half from State Grant and hal f fro Rates, had been 

approved by the 1nister. 

TERIAL BALLYHEALY SOUTH A D RINBA WN 

The foIl wing under date 20th October 1938 ( [. S. 5110) 

re above s read:-

"I am directed by the! ister for Industry and Commeroe 

to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of t e 12th instant 

relating to the removal of beach material from the foreshore 

at Ballyhealy South and Ring"baun and to inforn. you that the 

position of the proposed delimit1ng lin desoribed in the 

resolution of the F1nance Committee as being seven yards at 

each side of the ~ or ~ towards the sea cannot be 

identified. 

t 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



I m to suggest that) as there are no Inspeotors 

attached to this Department available for consulting with 

the local people about this matter, you might have a rough 

sketch of the area prepared with an indication thereon of 

the limits within hich the Finance Committee consider that 

removals might be permitted. 

It is added for the information of the Council that the 

foreshore with hich the inister is concerned at present is 

, the area belo t e line of high. ater of ordinary· or medium 

tides, that is, a line approximately midway bet en the line 

of high ater at spring tides and the line of high water at 

neap tides . The area above the line of ligh ter of 

ordinary or medium tides is normally tile property of the 
... adjo1ning landowner and removals therefrom oannot legally 

be made except by arI'angement with him. 

It waS. decided to refer this letter torr . Sean 

urphy and County Surveyor to supply to the Department 

of Industry & Commerce (Transport and Marine Branch) sketch 

of the foreshore area with an indication of the limits 

within w ch the County Council consider that removals 

-mi t be permitted. 

DRAINAGE CO~ ISSION 

Under date 14th October 1938 the Drainage Commission 

wrote ( ~ .9) that t ey had decided to invite County CouncilS 

to submit to the Commission a written statement of evidence 

aUecting matters which came within the term of reference. 

Heads of evidence under hich the Commission desired 

particularly to have the iews of County Councils were 

enclosed. 

The following are the terms of reference:-

To consider the whole question of land drainage 

( uding field drainage) with special reference to the 

technical, administrative, financial and legal aspects of 

t 
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) 

the problem, and to submit reoommendations as to:-

(I) How an effioient system of d~inage re eonably 

oonsonant with requirements and calculated to 

facilitate future land reclamation oan best be secu 

( 2) The provisions whioh should be made for the proper 

maintenance of existing and future drainage :'!'orks . 

( 3) How the cost of drainage works and their maintenanoe 

could most equit bly be pportloned amongst the 

various interests concerned. 

(4) The changes (if any) in the existing law and adminis­

trative system w lch would be necessary to glve effect 

to the recommendations. 

It as decided t t copy of Suggested HesdS for 

Evidence by County Councils be furnished County Councillors 

with a request for suggestions . 

Mr . Colfer said that a dr inage scheme as very 

necessary for an area adjaoent to "ell1ngtonbridge. 

T ILING - GOREY TECHNICAL SCHOOL 

The folIo dng extr ct from Minutes of County Wexford 

Vocational Education Committee in respect of meeting held 

on 4th October 1938 was submitted:-

R§port Gorey Sub-Committe~. 

The Report stated that the Sub-Committee had invest1-

gated the question of ra11ing off a portion of the side walk 

in front of the school on fair days, and had unanimously 

adopted the following resolution:-

IIThat a temporary railing be erected on fair days for 

t e full idth of the side lk and frontage of the school, 

and that t is recommendation be f<)r arded to the County 

Committee for transmission to the County Counc!l." 

( At thi s stage the Re v . Chairman arr.i ve d) • 

A discussion ensued during hich Messrs. Keegan, 

o 'Byrne, and McCann oppose the doption of the Sub-

t 
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Committee's recommendation on the grounds that it ould 

restrict the space available for animals on fair days at 

Gorey_ 

w. Redmond proposed and Rev. I . B. Furlong seconded a 

resolution that the Sub-Commlttee's recommendation be 

adopted and en a show of hands thi resolution was passed, 

the voting being:-

.E2l:: Rev . Chairman, Rev .. W. B. Furlong, ss 

0 ' Ryan, 4essrs . S. Deyl , Redmond Kennedy and Ennis. 7 . 

.:..;.s;;~;:,:..:=:..::;t: Messrs . Keegan, o· Byrne , .~cC8.nn, Kelly and 

o ' Connor. S. 
eVe J. Codd, Adm . , and . Colfer di~ not vote. 

The Chief Executive Officer s instructed to convey 

the Committee's decisio to the County Council." 

• Keegan said the County Council had decided to al10 

the Technical Institute three feet of frontago on fair days 

to save the lIs of the building from becoming soiled by 

cattle etc. This order remained until the County Surveyor 

and the Principal of the Technical School came into the 

matter and they seemed to have arranged to he.ve the whole 

frontage taken up. T~is place was very much restricted 

for space, particularly at the Spring fairs . At one side 

of the street the footpath as 1St feet wide and at the 

school side only 42 feet. If they 110 d the footpath at 

the school side to be railed in he did not see ho an 

application to rail in the opposite side by the people 

concerned could be refused. 

The Chairman pointed out that at the live stock falrs 

in Gorey farmers from Ballycanew Kilmuckridge, ~onamolln, 

etc. used the place ae the most convenient to exhibit their 

stock. It as also the main road to Wexford and the 

Railway station and was subject to heavy lorry traffic. If 

they 110 ed the place to be restricted by railing at the 

t 
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Tec ical School the Garda, owing to the amount of obstruc­

tion that ould be caused, might move the f ir from the 

street . 

The folIo ing re olution was adopted on the motion of 

the Cbairm ,seconded by Mr. McCarthy:-

fl That no objection will be made to the G·orey Su 

Committee of County Wexford Vocational Educ tion Commi ttee 

placing hurdles up to thr teet from frontage of Technical 

School, this permission to pply to f, ir ys only . " 

CA' lLE SEWERAGE 

The following letter to the Manager of Shelbourne 

Co-operative Agricultural Society Ltd. from County Surveyor 

under date 27th October 1938 as read:-

'Recent I was in Camplle and inspected a connection 

that you ve made with the drain pipe from the Railway 

Bridge down through the Village . Some years ago the County 

Council made no objection to your connecting up the waste 

water from the premises at tl~ East side of the road. I 

understand no that you have made this connection into a 

regular se er taking discharge from lavatories and W. C.' s. 

No you have connected up from the est side also, and on 

thl side the W. C.ts etc . , are connected to surface water 

pipe. These connections have now converte what is only a 

simple pipe for road drainage into a common sewer, and I 

must request that you, at once, sever all th se unwarranted 

conneotions with the pipe taking road surfaoe water. I 

have noted in road below your remises the water bursts up 

from the channel her our plpe is not able to carry the 

discharge, ~d t 1 a decided nuisance and insanitary. 

Your Society should lay pip for t 01 own use, and sever 

all connections wit ours, hlch is a mere surface ter 

drain . 
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I am bringing th1 matter up before the Finance 

Committee on Friday next, and shall be glad to hear from you 

before then that you nave severed these unauthorised 

connections." 

essrs. James Byrne, oley, Ballycullane, and N. J . 

urp y, KilmOkea, Campile J attended as a deputation from the t 

Shelbourne Co-oper tive Society . 

T e County Surveyor said t t 

constructed at Camplle hollow 

en the r 11way l1ne 

lert close to Camp1le 

s 

viII gee To eet t e question of ainage the County 

Council put in t 0 grat, and a six inch pipe to carry off 

the surface ter. The ad Can trac tor di d no t keep the 

grates olear of debr s dth t result that the road as 

cons ntly flooded. h pipe ent by the Co-op and the 

latter ere 'ven permission by the Council to run ete 

er fro. their pre ises through the pipe. Then the 

Society made connections with the lavatories and closets. 

The six inch pipe s unable to 0 rry the matter from these 

the pipe intended only for urface ter d now become 

a se ere T 1e outlet s n the river. lIe (County 

Surveyor) believed the six inch S ould be repl oed by a 

nine inch pipe. He (County Surveyor) s loathe to make 

complaint of a SOCiety hloh as doing such big business 

to the advantage of the peopl of the locality, but hen a 

pipe for surface ter used as a se er he was bound to 

object. The pipe bad burst in the channel belo the Co-op 

and he regarded this a.s objectionable • 

. Byrne said the pipe in question as 1 id doW! 12 

o with the full consent of the County Surveyor. 

rphy could prove t t the wrst in the pipe hioh 

had occurred down the village had no connection nth the 

Co-operative Sooiety at all but originat d 1n a field of 

Mr. K nny ' s. As for the se erage fro the West side ot 

premises t 0 only of the staff ere there durIng the nIght 
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and no one during the day. The hole thing boiled down to 

the point if the County Council were prepared to meet the 

Co-operative Society on the question. The Society was 

progress~ve and as doing ell and he (Ar. Byrne) believed 

it ould be a mistake for the County Council to objeot to 

hat t e Co-operative Society did in this matter. 

not believe they had created a dangerous nuisance . 

t 
He could 

... J. l.urphy , the second member of the deputation, 

said t t 12 years ago a six-_nch pipe was put in and no 

complaint had been made in regard to it until qUite recent~ 

In his opinion, the anount o£ se erage passing through this 

pipe as s1 ly infinitesi 1. There was a small urinal at 

t e far side af the Co-operative Society ' s premises, he 

admitted. 

Th County Surveyor said this as a soil pipe and he 

could not reconmend t t it should be allowed to discharge 

into hat as put down to carry surface 

road. 

ter only from the 

'l'>. N. J. t the place used for fattening 

and killing of poultry on the west side as washed out once 

a week and could not possiblp block the six inch pipe. He 

examined the place t t day and found water t 0 feet deep at , 

Kenny's side. 

flooded it. 

After heavy rain this got on to the road and 

There as also ater coming from Finn' s 

premises and, in his op~ ion, t1 e terial from the Co.op 

had not ing to do with bloc ing up the outlet of the pipe. 

The County Surveyor stated that poultry ure in this 
.Xl 

six inchte ro d pipe as ost objectionable. It h d 
~ 

burst up on couple of occ sions and had to be attended to. 

r. O' Neill, Assistant Surveyor sa d t. . t vater ~hich had 

been used for , ing milk cans S oing through the pipe . 

The Shelbourne Co-operative Society had developed a 

industry, in fact, one of the finest in the country and he 
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(County Surveyor) had assisted them in very possible ay 

but it as not reasonable to allo the present state of 

affairs at Campile to oontinue. 

The Chairman said that the ~~.edioal Officer of the Board 

of Health bad reported a remedy should be found for the 

present position at Oampile. There was nothing there to b 

prevent oonoxious smells coming baok throu the pipe. He 

understood perfectly the position of the Co-operative Societu 

in the matter but the County Councilor the Board of Health 

could not allo the existence of a sewer at the present 

position. 

In reply to ~ • James Byrne, .. iss O' - yan said that a 

ne e erage scheme for Campile ould be laid down when the 

water scheme there was oompleted. 

} • L J. rp 1Y asked if it ould be possible for the 

County Counoil to allow th present state of affairs to 

continue until ne se erage scheme had been provided. 

The Chairman said it oul not be possible for the 

County Councilor the Board of Health to oomply with lr. 

by ' s request. This as sanitary natter and when the 

health of the people was concerned the County Council could 

not 110ld over action for any period. 

Th County Surveyor said he . di~ not know anything about 

the lavatory and closets on the west side until his attention 

to the matter had b en called by Mr. O' Neill, Assistant 

Surveyor. 

The C1ai! an said it roi t be two years or more before 

the e erage scheme could be laid down in Campile. Immed-

i te action at Campil s necessary ju ing by the 

of th County Surveyor. In fact, any citizen could move 

against t e sanitary authority and probably ga.inst the 

County Council in the matter. It ~s a ell established 

principle that they could not discharge crude sewerage 
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it out treatment. The Finance Committee ould gi e 

furt er co .sideration to the position, and it possible, try 

and eet t e Co-operative Society in some y . 

On the su -estion of the Chairman the mat ter me 

ad.} urne for this purpose . 

.:ALL DWELLINGS ACQUISITION ACTS 

SAl~OT 0 LOAN: Under ~te 15th Ootober 1938 the Depart­

ment of Local Government and Public Health ote (H.1508l/4/ 

38 Loch Garman) stating tw.t the Hinister ould not make 

objection to the increase of loan to J es O' Brien in resp~ 

of hous at Ballyhit, Barntown, from £150 to £185 . 

at the 

In connection with prop sed advances to 

u1lett,. eengurren, Gorey; Joseph Kavanagh, 

Oronecribbin, Inch and 1izabeth Sweetman, Ballynabola , .~r . 

Elgea, County Solic1tor, wrote under te 3rd October 1938 

that he would furnish cartifi ate to the Council when he 

found t e title in order ~l these three cases. 

Under date 24t October 1938 ~ similar communication 

.as received from ~. Elgee as regards proposed advances to 

Edward Kelly, Ballynadara, Ennlscorthy and Arthur ~oyle, 

ental ospital, Ennlscorthy . 

In conn etion 1ith house fo r which advance had been 

made to Ellen O' Leary, Bally alter, Ki~uckri e, Mr. ~lgee, 

under te 15t October 1938, submitted letter from Mrs . 

O' Leary ' s husband that he s doing ever ything possible to 

get t~ Contractor to finish the house . 

ARREARS OF INST S: Under date 26t' October 1938 the 

folIo ing letter in connection ith re of instalment 

due by s. li.ary Anne Pender s read from w. Elgee, County 

Sollcitor :-

t 
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"In this case I ve obta.ined a Decree against Mrs. 

Pender for £16. 1. In being t- amount of Inst ents due by 

~e up to t e 1st April 1938. The Decree is dated the 11th 

Au- at 1938. 

rs. Pender ' s Husband has no 'I got a good posl tion, a.nd 

is orking. I ave reoeived from him £3. 9. 6 on ccount 

of t ese Instal ents, and e is making re payments each 

eek to cover t current Insta ents end a payment on 

aooount of th xrears, t' e ekly payment bing 10/- . I 

hav every reason to believe tr. Pender will continu to 

make tee payments, and that the arre 1" due ill, in time, 

be paJ.d off . 

I va not 10 ged s. Pender's Decree ith the County 

Registrar for levy 0 ing to the f ct tbc.t e is making the 

above payments, but! ave 10 ed Sexton' Decree, and have 

received same back i th turn thereon of ".1.~o Goods"." 

Undel' dates 7t and 21st October 1938 • Elgee, County 

Solicitor, submitted letters witten by him to James Sexton, 

Glynn, as to proposed sale of his house . ! r. Elgee pointed 

out that e _ d seen r. Corish, Auctioneer, wno informed 

him that Sexton had not been i th 11:1. He warned Sexton 

thAt if he did not do so~ething immediately he ( r . Elgee) 

ha.d been instructed to have the house put up for sa.le. 

o fe.r no reply had been received from. Sexton and it 

as decided ~o adjourn further consideration to the next 

meetlno • 

it 1" gard to ar1'e rs due by J.rs. angan, Glenbough, 

Screen,. 'lgee trote under date 21st October 1938 that he 

had itlp esse on frs. Rooney, sister 0 angan (and rho 

reside t e United States of erica) the necessity for 

clearing off' at 'once L,lrS. !langan's debt to the County Couron. 

t 
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PROPOSED PURCHASE OF CU ER Q,UARRY 

The folIo ing under date 27th October 1938 was read 

from Mr . T. M. Tiernan, 83 errion Square, Dublin (Inspector 

Irish Land Commission) :-

"I write to inform you that the Irish Land Commission 

have agreed to allot the Cummer Q,uarry ith eight acre of 

land to your Council for the sum of £60 free of rent. Pleae 

let me kno as soon as possible hen you ill be in a posi­

tion to execute the Agreement ~ith the Land Commission and 

take over possession on the landS of Cummer. 

I am writing this letter from Gorey and intend to go 

out no to take over possession of the lands from ~. 

Kinsella, the Registered Owner . II 

In reply to the Chairman the County Surveyor said that 

the amount paid for the past four years for material to 

quarry 0 mer s £21. 11. 6d. He did not think they would 

ever require eight acres of land at thi quarry. 

The follo~ing resolution was adopted on the motion of 

the Chairman seconded by Mr. hy:-

IIThat in accordance ith letter from • T. M. Tiernan 

(Inspector Irish Land Commission) under date 27th October 

1938 the County Council be recommended to provide a sum of 

£60 to meet the cost of purchase of Cummer Quarry and eight 

acres of land. 11 

KIUlANNOCK DRAINAGE AREA 

On the suggestion of County Surveyor the folIo ing 

resolution was adopted on the motion of 

by Mr . Colfer:-

• Kelly, seconded 

"That the County Solicitor communicate ith Mr . ~. 

Henihan, Kilmannock, Campile, and inform him that if he does 

not remove the obstruction hich the County Council under­

stand he placed in one of the drains of Kilmannock Drainage 

Area they will be obliged to take the necessary steps to 
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compel him to do so." 

Tne folIo ing resolution was proposed by cCa.rthy, 

seconded by • Murphy and adopted:-

"That application be made to the publio Trustee for a 

sum of £60 (Sixty Pounds) from Interest on Trust Fund of 

£400 in oonneotion with the repair of embankment and part 

of drain on Cuff Estate portion of Kilmannook Dra.inage 

Area. t 

HORSE TRAFFI C AND CAMP ILE ROADS 

The following under date 24th October 1938 was read 

from Mr. N. J. urphy, Ki~okea, Campile:-

"At the last meeting of the anaging Committee of Shel­

bourne Co-op Society, the question of the slippery state of 

the Ne Ross road, was raised, after the ordinary business 

had been transacted. The danger attending horse drawn 

traffic waS stressed; there were 14 or 15 farmers present 

from every part of Shelbourne barony and everyone had some 

experience of horses falling, damaged horses' knees and 

broken shafts. 
you 

I was asked to communicate ~ith/on the question of the 

Campl1e road which is soon to be tar-sprayed, and to ask 

your Council and the County Surveyor to give som little 

facility in the use of the road to those ho are obliged to 

use horses. Our request is, that an unsprayed margin be 

allo ed to stand on the left hand side going down hill on 

hills and slopes; this ould enable horses to travel down 

slopes in safety. Horses ill not slip going up hill if 

handled oarefully, and seldon on a level road, but driving 

down hill in the present state of the tarred roads is highly 

dangerous, and almost impossible without acoidents. 

Surely farmers are entitled to some oonsideration. and 

this ooncession is not too muoh to ask. 

Trusting your Council and your County and Distriot 
Surveyor ill ive the tter f vour~ble oonsiderAtion. 

t 
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The County Surveyor said the proposal suggested by Mr . 

rurphy had been tried &n other Counties, ithout suooess, 

and he oould not see his ay to agree to it . He ould, 
01.. 

however, have the sides of the road made up ith oourse 

chips and which he believed ould make it safe for horse 

traffio . 

GILES CORNER, GOREY - COURT OWN ROAD 

The -following letter under date 7th Ootober 1938 from 

Mr. G. Langley Taylor, agent to the Courtown Estate, to 

County Surveyor, s referred to the latter for report after 

intervie ith Mr . Langley Taylor: -

"I have your lett r of the 7th Ootober concerning the 

corner on 44M (Giles Corner) . 

Whilst the Estate would like to facilitate the County 

Council in any way they can, I think it only proper to point 

out that Lord Courtown is only tenant for life of this prop­

erty and the atter will have to be referred to the Trustees . 

Because of thiS, it would be better it there ere some 

qUid pro quo for the giving up of the land, even if only a 

small amount like five or ten poundS (£5 or £10). 

I am sure you will appreciate that my desire is not to 

be mercenary ith the County Council in connection with 

improvements they desire to make to the highways, but I 

cannot agree ith your statement that this ould be 

advantage to the residents on the Courtown Estates. lfe have 

no land at this corner and the Estate is about two miles 

away, with the exception of the one house It rlfield tl
• 

I shall be over in Courtovm in Uovember and suggest 

that you should discuss the matt~r again with your Finance 

Committee and then we can meet and no doubt arrange the 

matter satisfactorily to us both." 

t 
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RENTS - ENNISCORTHY CO- OPERATIVE AGRICULTURAL SOCIETY 

The following resolution s adopted on the motion of 

Mr . Kelly, seconded by Mr . Murphy :-

tlThat, as regards the sum of £83 . 13. 4d proportion of . 

rent for various premises held from Enniscorthy Co- operative 

Agricultural Society, this Committee approves of the appor- t 

tionment of the various items due to 1st October 1938 

certified by the County Surveyor as folIo s:-
£. s. d. 

Rent of Small Store and Yard 70. 16. 8 

" Coal Yard 7. 1. 8 
n Store at end of Workshop 4· 5· 0 

" piece of ground from January 1st 
1938 to October 1st. l. 10. 0 

Total £83· 13· 4d~ 

DBA 

he folIo ing report under date 22nd Ootober 1938 was 

submitted from 

district:-

. Treanor, Assistant Surveyor for the 

"On 12th ultimo notioe a.s served on Mrs. Lynoh, 

Ballinolare, I.eskinfere, Gorey, owner of land in Ballinamona, 

to clear drain in Ballinamon , which oauses injury to road 

by flooding. Up to present nothing has been done and I 

recommend that proceedings be taken . 1/ 

The following resolution as adopted on the motion of 

cCarthy, seconded by Mr . Murphy :-

"That County Solicitor be instructed to inform Mrs . 

Lynch, Ballinclare, Camolin, that if she does not attend to 

the oleaning of drain at Ballinamona, :rit in ten days from 

reoeipt of his letter, proceedings against her ill be 

instituted. II 
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FOOD D DRUGS ACTS - P SSES FOR SA LES 

h follo ing under date 17th October 1938 was read 

from the Chief Superintendent, Garda Siochana, exford:-

II That bsence of any facilities for the safe storage of 

Food and Drugs Samples retained by Food and Drugs Inspeotors 

has been the subject of oonsideration by our Authorities . t 

As a result of the decisions arrived at, I am directed by my 
to 

Authorities to request your Council~ supplY a small press to 

Food and Drugs Inspectors at the following centres:­

Duncormaok, Ne Ross, Ballycullane, Ennlscorthy, 

Black ate I' and EUnclody • . 

A suitable press is already available for use of such 

ex-offioio Inspectors attached to Wexford and Gorey. 

It is felt that a small press neasuring 4' 3" by l' 6" 

will meet the purpose and I am sure your Council ill 

appreciate the necessity for such a provision . Each Food 

and Drugs Inspector is directly responsible for the safe 

custody of various samples retained by him and usually the 

samples are in bis possession for a long time . He has no 

accommodation for stor~ng those samples and e are strongly 

o~ opinion that it 1s in the best interests of effioiency 

and administration that a small press as desoribed would be 

provided. ' 

The following resolution was adopted on the proposal 

1~. urphy, seoonded by iss O'Ryan:-

"That the County Surveyor be instructed to invite 

tenders for the provision of presses required by the 

Inspeotors under Food and Drugs Acts and present same to 

th next meeting of the Finance Committee." 

SCHOLARSHIP SCHELmS 

UNIVERSITY: Under aate 17th October 1938 the Seoretary, 

University College, Dublin, wrote that James Doran, Main 

Street, Gorey, had passed his first University Examin tion 
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(' 

1n Engineering and the rene al of his Scholarship s 

recommended. 

Kiss Nor O'Sullivan, Camolin, had passed the Higher 

Diploma in Education E ination. 

On the motion of . Keegan, seconded by th Chairman, 

the following resolution wa adopted:-

IlThat, in view of satisfactory report from University 

Authorities we recommend the reneml of University Scholar­

ship to James Doran, aln Street, Gorey. \I 

SECONDARY & VOCATIONAL se OLARSHIP SCH E: Under dB. te 25th . 

October 1938, the Department of Education (Secondary 

Education Branch), 1 Hume Street, Dublin, wrote as follows:­
~ 

n Tit reference to a letter received in this Office fsr 

Sr. M. Victorine, Loreto Convent, Wexford, and to the 

official communication of the 28th ultimo regarding the 

renewal of Scholarships in Secondary Schools for the current 

school year, I am to infona you that Annie Foley, Loreto 

Convent, exford, passed the Intermediate Certificate 

Examination, 1938, with onours. It is regretted that you 

were incorreotly informed that the pupil had obtained a Pass 

ithout onours at the Examination. 1I 

The following under date 25th October, 1938, was read 

from the Department of Education (Secondary EdUCation 

Branch), 1 Hume Street, Dublin:-

1\ ith reference to your communication of the 7th instant 

regarding your Council's proposal to renew for the current 

school year t e Scholarships awarded to furgaret 0 ' Leary and I 

ary A. Carroll, Loreto Convent, ~exford, I am to inform you 

that in vie of the representations made the Department ill 

offer no further objection to the renewal in these cases. 1I 

It was decided that copies of both letters be furnished 

the Rev. Mother Superior, Loreto Convent , Wexford. 

Under date 15th October 1938, the Department of 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



I 

)1/ 

EdUcation wrote, Oil . 11/51575, as follows in connection 

with the ages of pupil under Secondary & Voc~tional 

Scholarship Schemes :-

"In reply to your letter of the 26th ultimO, with 

reference to changing the date ~entioned in Seotion 7 from 

the 1st August, 1939, to the 1st July, 1939, I am to say 

unless the Council ha very strong reasons for desiring the 

change. the Department wis es to avoid the inevitable con­

tusion t t ould arise from the introduction of dif ferent 

dates for different soheDes. - am also to advert to the 

faot that the 1st August is the date generally reoognised 

for exa.mination purposes by the Department. II 

he Fin noe Committee decided to take no aotion in the 

matter . 

LOCAL TAXATIOl OFFICE 

Under date 7th Ootober 1938, Mr. Patriok U. Donohoe 

applied for extra remuneration hile aoting for Looal 

Taxation Officer during the hol~days of t 

month of August • 

latter in the 

.fl' . Corish propo ed and~· • Kelly seconded the 

folIo ing resolution W oh Vias adopted :-

"That applioation of • Donohoe for extra remuner ation ' 

while engaged in Looal a t10n Office 4uring the month of 

August be a eed to, a sum of £4 to be allo ed. Thi 

proposa.l 1s subjeot to th anction of the 1nister . " 

FlDODING CLaN D ROAD ( rlE FORD) 

The County Surveyor submitted the following letter 

wh~oh he had addressed to the BorOUgh Surveyor, Wexford:­

"The County Road immediately opposite the Urban 

Counoil ' s rubbish dump is constantly flooded sinoe your 

Counoil took over this plaoe for dumping. On yesterday, I 

visited the site myself, and found that the former drai n 

running bet een dump and the orts Field has been 
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completely blocked up . This is the cause of flooding on 

the County Road, and I must request that, without delay, you 

have the entire length of the drain cleaned so as to allo 

free flow of tel' from the road. " 

It was decided that County Surveyor furnish copy of 

this letter to the Town Clerk, Wexford. 

FLOODING OF ROAD AT CLO}lES LOWER 

The follow g letter under date 22nd October, 1938, 

received from l!r. Thomas Kavanagh, Kilpatrick, Castletown, 

Inch, as to the flooding of road leading to his residence 

at Clones Lo er, as referred to the County Surveyor for 

report : -

"I wish to bring before the notice of the County Coun~ I 

the immediate necessity of something being done to the road 

leading to my home at Clones Lo ·'er. Some years ago the 

County Council men repaired it and it was a l right for a con­

siderable time, but the adjacent stream s since got out on l 

it, and torn up the foundation, and ~ll continue to do so 

especially during the prevalence of the present et winter 

and eventua ly it ill be rendered tota.lly impassable for 

everyone. 

In my opinion, this flooding could be rectified by the~' 

erection of a 10 narro all, ich ith an abundant supp~y 

or gravel and d almost on the spot oul be built at the 

minimum amount of cost, and auld therefore be of gre t 

oonvenience to me especi lly my small children, and ould 

also sa:=v fUrther repairs for practically 11 time. 

Also, of late years, this seems to be the most aoce s-

ible beach for th whole surrounding district . There i an 

abnormallY high amount of gravel being drawn from it during ) 

the year, and especially during the winter months." 
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REPAIR !AGAR LANE 

w. Joseph Hughes, Mangan, Killenn, ate calling 

attention to the bad condition of ~nsan Lane, Kil1ena, 

which had been recommended for repair under inor Relief 

Schemes Vote last year. It vas impassable for the four 

families who had to use it B.nd also for the children 

attending school. 

It as decided to inform !r. Hughes that the County 

Council had submitted application for repair of Mangan Lane 

to the Office of Public orks and unless it was selected by 

them t e County Council ere powerless as they had no 

authority to spend money raised in rate on lanes or roads 

which ere not directly under their own control. 

DISUS ..... D LICENCED P .lSES IN GOREY 

The 0110 ing under date 25th Ootober 1938 was read 

from Town Clerk, Gorey:-

$I I . rected by my Commissioners to draw the attent10n 

of your Council to the dangex'ous state of a disused premises 

in . ain Street, GoreY, owned by . Richard Whitney, Kil­

michael, Ho1lyfort, Gorey . These premises were the subject 

of correspondence before ith both your Council and the 

County Board of Health as to the danger to the public pass:ing , 

underneatL the from fal11ng sl- tes and masonry, and nothing 

. s done to remedy t... matter. If there was a danger th n, 

hat,must be the state a these premises no remaining 

d~relict ~nd unattended to ever since. 

y Commi sioner consider that this is a case definit~ 

ly for ttention by your Councilor it subsidiary Bodles , 

ho have in thei service the necessary Officials proper to 

the case. I am to request that you bring this matter before 

your CounCil without further delay, as my Commissioners re 

ot opinion that the comin ~1nter ill see the collapse of 

the building into the street causing serious 1njury. 
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In the Circumstances, I am to request that you take the 

necessary steps to advise your Council of the gravity of the 

situation at the earliest opportunity. II 

The Secretary stated e had asked Town Clerk, Gorey, to 

furnish copy of last communication received by him from the 

Board of Health. 

ThiS, dated 5th April 1938, was as folIo s: -

" t reference to your letter regarding the condition 

ot a ouse in in Street, Gorey, the property of r . 

Richard itney, Kilmicl el, Gorey, I beg to inform you that 

this matter ms before the Board on the 7t ultimo . 

It s conSidered that the matter was one for the 

County CounCil, and I have, accordingly, send a copy of your I 

letter to the County Surveyor for his attention . " 

The folIo ing, tuder date 27th October 1938, was read 

from . ~lgee, County Solicitor:-

"I am in reoeipt of your letter of yesterday with copy 

of one from Stafford, Clerk to the Gorey Town Commissioners, 

ith reference to t e dangerou state of Disused Premises in 

the Main Street, Gorey, and \'lit re:'erenoe thereto lite 

to say that the County Council have no po er, nor are they 

under any liability in connection with the premises, and 

cannot interfere wit same in ny way." 

. r. Corish said that in Urban Districts hat hap:ened 

in s ilar c ses was for the Urban Council to serve notice 

on the owner to take down the building. If he dld not, and 

the Council considered the safety of the publio was involved, 

the Urban Council took it down at the owner's e ense. He 

(~~ . Corish) ondered if in place like Gorey here there 

were only To Commissioners ould the County Surveyor, ho 

as the Offioer responsible for the high ays in Gorey, have 

the same po ere 

.w. Keegan said the 'building was such a danger it shotld 
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be taken do immediately. 

Tl e Chairman agreed and said it was not long since a 

oman narro ly escaped injury by a slate which fell from the 

roof. The owner had not bothered about the place for the 

past 25 years. It appeared the Town Commissioners had the 

po er to ve the place taken down under the Towns Improve-

ment Act but, as the procedure against the owner was oostly 

and complioated the To Commisbioners ould t.11emselves arr­

ange to take do the blilding ~f they ha the staff. 

It was deoided that t e Chairman and • Corish should. 

during the coming eek, consider the matter ith the 

Department of Local Gove ent and Public Health. 

INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL APPLICATION 

Applicction of District SUperintendent, Garda Siochana, 

Enniscorthy, as to proposed committal of James Cleary, 9 

Irish street, Enniscor by, to Industrial School, was 

referred to County Solicitor. 

4 J. CE ASt:>OCIA'l'IOP 

Resolution from the meeting of Policy Holders of the 

above Assooiation now in liquidation asking the Goverrutient 

to c orne to the aid of pOliCY holders on whom a demand of .£5 

he.d bee made, was submitted. 

The Finance Committee considered as this matter as BU 

Judice they should not interfere. 
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The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. Keegan, seconded by Mr. Murphy:-

"That the Minutes of Finance Committee in respect of 

meeting held on 28th October 1938 be received and considered. 

DRAINAGE COMMISSION: Mr. Corish said that in the past some 

drainage schemes were carried out to relieve unemployment. 

The County Surveyors were not consulted as to local conditUr.e 

with the result that when the Office of Works completed their 

work they had half completed schemes and the Government 

handed over the baby to the County Councils for nursing. 

~w. T. Redmond said that Kilmannock drainage area was 

flooded for two weeks every month on Spring tides and the 

people there were paying annuities and rates for land they 

could not use. 

Miss OIRyan said that as a member of the Drainage 

Commission she would like to say that the County Councils 

were represented on the Drainage Commission by herself and 

two other members. She regarded the apportioning of the co~ 

of drainage schemes as very important, and she believed that 

the County Councils would not like to take a large portion of 

the cost on themselves. Apart from that, the benefits of 

drainage schemes would certainly accrue to the agricultural 

community, and it was in the interest of the farmers them­

selves to come forward with any suggestions that would be of 

use to the Commission. All the other members of the 

CommiSSion were experts, such as engineers, who would like to 

know how drainage could be best carried out, so as to increruE 

the total area of arable land in the country and also to 

improve the condition of the land already under cultivation. 

The farmer that can give the best evidence before the Drainage 

Commission is the man who has lived in an area or near an 

area that was the subject of a drainage scheme and who can 
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say how the value of the land is increased by drainage. If 

evidence does not come from the practical farmers and the 

most practical fanners of the country are in Wexford, the 

engineers and other experts cannot do very much. The 

Commission might sit for one year or three years and the 

reports and the evidence that come up will be of great value 

to the Office of Works when drainage schemes are to be 

carried out in the future, because they will know the 

outlook of the local people on any definite scheme. 

Mr. O'Byrne expressed himself in favour of appointing 

a small committee to collect and collate eVidence for the 

Drainage Commission. 

The Chairman believed it would be more advisable if the 

people concerned would put their heads together and send in 

any information they could dealing with their own locality. 

Mr. Kinsella said that as regards the Drainage of the 

River Sow the farmers at the opposite end to Ballymurn said 

the scheme was not necessary. These were the people who 

were not so eager to pay for it. 

Mr. Culleton said they should urge the Commission to 

recommend that immediate steps be taken in certain localities 

subject to flooding and which had been going on for a long 

time. There were cases which should be attended to while 

they were waiting for the findings of the Commission. What 

was to become of people whose land was no use to them? They 

should urge on the Government to allow the County Councils to 

agree to a remission of rates in such cases and to take up 

drainage work immediately. Mr. Sean Murphy, a member of the 

CounCil, had a large portion of his holding under water for 

a considerable period of the year and yet he was obliged to 

pay annuity and rates. 

Chairman - You cannot do a thing like that over-night. 

-
~ 
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Mr. Culleton - I don't mean over a night or over a 

year. Is there any chance of doing something for the 

people before next year? 

Chairman - We hope something will be done. 

Mr. Culleton - The fact that it is referred to a 

Commission gives people a hopeless feeling about it. 

Chairman - There is no use in condemning anything 

before it is tried. We want to help the effort that is at 

present being made to solve the difficulty. 

Mr. Corish - Commissions have been known to issue ad 

interim reports and to implement them. 

The Chairman thought that farmers who are subject to 

loss by flooding should organise themselves and prepare 

evidence to go before the Drainage Commission. It would be 

in their own interest. The County Council had responsibility 

only for the schemes under their control. 

After further discussion the following resolution was 

adopted on the motion of Mr. Bowe seconded by Mr. Michael 

Redmond:-

"That fanners concerned in the Drainage areas of 

Kilmannock, Sow, Ballyteigue (No.1) Ballyteigue and Kilmore 

(No.2) Cahore and any other districts in which Drainage is 

needed should arrange for local conferences to prepare 

evidence to be submitted to the Drainage Commission and to 

appoint Representatives to support that evidence." 

CAMPILE SEWERAGE: The Chairman said that the Board of 

Health were dealing with this matter. 

On the motion of Mr. Kelly seconded by Mr. Colfer, the 

following resolution was adopted:-

"That Minutes of Finance Committee of 28th October 1938 

as submitted to this meeting be, and the same are, hereby 

confirmed and approved in so far as same may have been 

altered or amended by resolution adopted at this meeting." 
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MEETING 11th NOVEMBER 1938: 

were submitted as fo11ows:-

/ 

The Minutes of this meeting 
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The fortnightly meeting of Finance Comm1ttee was held 

in County Council Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, on 11th 

November 193B . 

Present:- w. D. Allen, T.D. (Chairman) presiding; 

also, Messrs. R. Corish, 7. P. Keegan, Thomas McCarthy, 

Sean Murphy, Sean O' Byrne and Miss 0 ' Ryan. 

The Secretary, Assistant Secretary, County Surveyor, 

County Solicitor and Rates Inspector were also in attendance. 

The inutes of last meeting were confirmed. 

fA ENTS 

Treasurer' S Advice Note for £5497. 15. Bd was exam1ned 

and signed. 

RATE COLLECTION 

STATE OF: The folIo ing is the state of Rate Collection 

to date:-

Name of Collectgr. 

1 . S. Gannon 
2 . J. J. O'Reilly 
3· E. J. Murphy 
4· P. Nolan 
5· D. Kenny 
6. M. Kehoe 
7: A. Dunne 
8. J . CurtiS 
9. P. Carty 
10. M. McCarthy 
11. J . Cummins 
12. J. Deegan 
13· 'I . Doyle 
14· J. Quirke 
15· P. Doyle 
16. J. Flood 
17. w. Cummins 
18. J. J. Sinnott 

Percentage of 
Warrant Collecteg. 

44.7 
44·7 
44· 1 
43 .9 
42· 5 
41.4 
41.2 
40 . 2 
39.7 
37.6 
37.6 
37 ·4 
36 .B 
36.1 
36.1 
35· 3 
33· 2 
li.E 

Average 39.1 

The percentage for the corresponding period last year 

as 40.2%. 

It was decided to inform Rate Collectors that the 

Finance Committee are not satisfied with the progress made 

by several of their number . They direct that Collectors 

should use more energy in c~ing out their duties . 
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REPORT RATE IlISPECTOR: The following as read from the 

Rate Inspeotor:-

HI attaoh list of 11 ratepayers visited by me during 

the present eek in Colleotor Dunne's area . (No. 13) . 

These represent the orst oases i n this distriot . 

Court deorees have been obtained agai nst most of these 

defaulters at one time or another . As some of these deo~ 

ere taken out four or five years ago, the Colleotor has 

started prooeedings ith a view to rene ing them . 

partioulars on attaohed sheet . 

Further 

E. D. Ardam1ne . 

1 . 

2 . 

3· 

4· 

5· 

Ed ard urphy, Ballinatray. 

Deoree to be renewed. 

Timothy rphy, Ba11inatray, 
Riverohapel . 

Deoree to be renewed. 

James Keyes, Parknaoross, 
Courtown. 

Amount due £8. 10 . 3d 

Amount due £12 . 19 . 6d. 

Rates due £22 . 16 . 9d. 

Payments promised immediately in this oase . 

John Taylor, Ba1lywaltermore, 
Killena . 

Deoree to be rene ed. 

R. ~oran, Bally alterbeg, 
Ballyoanew. 

Deoree to be renewed. 

Rates due £81 . 11. Od e 

Rates due £73 . 5. 4d. 

6. John \'l.b.elan, Ballylusk, Killena. Rates due £124. 5. 9d. 

7. 

Deoree to be renewed. 

James Murphy t Ballinagran, 
Killena . Rates due £37 . 9 . 8d. 

Over 1 year' s' Rate paid by Messrs . iarren & Co. last 
year. 

8. w. G. ~rurphy, Garrynew, Killena, . 
Gorey. Rates due £91. 5. 7d. 

Plaoe to be sold. 
present. 

Deoree not being renewed for 

9 . William Boyoe, Raheenmore, 
Ballyoanew. 

Possibility of lands being let as last year when 
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E. D. Kilnahue. 

10. Stephen Mordaunt, Lyrane. Rates due £26. 5. 0 

Payment promised in this case. 

11. Patrick McCann, Lyrane. Rates due £13. 8. 6d. 

Payment promised in this case." 

It was aided that in all cases reported in Schedule 

Collector Dunne be instruoted to follow up the decrees with 

Examination Orders. 

In regard to the cases of John Taylor, Ballywaltermore, 

Kll1ena, and John Whelan, Ballylusk, Killena, the Finance 

Committee are strongly of opinion that these holdings have 

been systematlcially grazed and belleve the Colleotor should 

arrange for selzures under his 0 warrant. 

ct,. 
POUNDAG DRAINGE 

1\ 
• Corlsh proposed and Mr. 

cCarthy seoonded the ro110 ng resolution hlch was adopted 

nem . ..Q.Q1l.:-

"That applicatlon be made to the inister for Local 

Government and Public Health for sanction to pay poundage 

fees at 7d in £ on Drainage te lodged to close of 1937/38 

Collection: 

Kllmannock Dralnage Area - Collector"ldaurice Kehoe. 

Sow Drainage Area - Collectors Joseph Cummins, Walter 

Cummins and William Doyle. II 

POUNDAGE FEES: The following under date 8th November 1938 

( G. 3043/11/38 Looh Garman) as read from the Department of 

Looal Government and Publio Health:-

"Wi th reference to your letter of the 2nd instant 

re~esting sanction to proposed poundage scheme, I am dir­

ected by the Minlster for Local Government and Publio Health l 

to direct your attention to the terms of this Department. s 

letter of the 1st November, 1937, G.89760/37 and to inquire 

why the scheme was not submitted before the warrants were 

issued to the Rate COllectors." 
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The Secretary stated he had forvmrded the following 

reply to the Department of Local Government and Public 

Health under date 9th November 1938:-

"In reply to your. letter of the 8th instant No . G.3043/ 

11/38, Loch Garman, re proposed payment of poundage to Rate 

Collectors, I have to inform you that application for 

sanction to the proposal for L~terim payment of poundage as 

not submitted until applic tion therefor bad been received 

from Rate Collectors. It was considered that, as according 

to the terms of the Public Bodies Order on which the con­

ditions of their bonds are based, Collectors are only 

entitled to two payments of poundage, it would be advisable 

to await application from the Collectors for interim payment 

before making application to the Minister for sanction to 

the poundage proposal for current rrant. 

If the inister is prepared to sanction proposed first 

interim payment of poundage fees, I would be glad to have 

letter of approval for meeting to be held on 14th 1ns~t." L 

COUNTY EDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH 

The following under date 31st October 1938 was read 

from Dr. C. Bastible, County edical Officer of Health:­

"I received your letter of the 31st instant containing , 

resolutions adopted by the exford County Council at their 

meeting to-day. 

I have been in communication by tele~hone ith the 

Secretary for Looal Government and public Health and he i 

of opinion that no suspension by the County Council i valid 

unless "lth the approval of the Minister for Local Govern­

ment and Public Health in ccordance ith Para aph 4 Sectkn 

21 (6) of the Local Government Aot, 1925, under the he ding 

lTenure of Office' . As there is in your letter no refere 

whate7er to the approval or ot erwise of the rlnister for 

Local Government and Public Health, I am fraid that the 
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action of the County Council is illesal in this matter. 

However, I have referred this matter to my Solicitors, 

Messrs .Le Bra.sseur and Oakley J c/o London and Count£es 

Medical Protection Society, Ltd., Victory House, Leicester 

Souare, London VI . C. 2. and I shall be glad if you would for 

the future address any communication with regard to this 

matter to these Solicitors. 1t 

Under date 1st November 1938, the Department of Local 

Government and Public Health ~ote (P.H.26265/6/38 - Loch 

Garman (Sc)):-

f'I am directed by the Minister for Local Government and 
~ 

Public Health to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 

the 31st ultimo transmitting copy of resolution passed by 

the Wexford County Council at a spacial meeting on that date 

spending Dr. Christopher Basti.ble, for the performance of 

his duties as County Medical Officer of Health from the 31st 

October 1938, and directing that his office premises should 

be taken over by the Secretary of the Wexford Board of Health 

and Public Assistance. I am to st te that this resolution 

has been noted and that the requisite action in connection 

there ~ith ill be taken in accordance ith the terms of 

Section 11 of the Local Authorities (Officers and Employees) 

Act, 1926. 

I am to add as regards the copy of a letter from Dr. 

Bastible to the Wexford County Council enclosed with your 

second letter of the 31st ultimo, that the statement con~ 

therein that Dr. Ba.stible had been in communication by tele­

phone" ·ith the Secretary ~ Local Government and Public 

Health" is quite unfounded. Dr. Bastible communicated by 

~ telephone ith officia.ls of this Department and was informed 

that the County Council had porer under Section 11 of the 

Local Authorities (Officers and Employees) Act, 1926, 

pend any of their officers or servants subject to the terms 

of that section, and that Article 5 of the County Medical 
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Officers of Healt Order 1926, prescribes that when a County 

edical Officer of Health is suspended by a County Council 

from the performance of his duties in pursuanoe of the above 

mentioned Section, the Council shall forthwith report such 

suspension toget er ~lth the causes thereof to the Minister .. 

A copy of this letter is being transmitted to Dr. Bastible . 1I 

AIR RAIDS D GAS CASUALITIES 

The fol10 ing under date 7th November 1938 (P .H.2869/ 

30/38 - I1gh H.) was read from Department of Local Government 

and Public Health:-

"I am directed by th Minister for Looal Government and 

public Health to state, for the information of the County 

Council, that arrangement are being de for safeguarding 

the population in the event of an air attack, and in connec­

tion there~ith it is proposed by the Departaent of Defence 

to provide facilities for the instruction of certain medical 

practitioners in the medic 1 treatment of gas casualties . 

It is considered very desirable that in certain counties the 

County wdica1 Offioer of Healt should undertake a course 

of instruction of that nature so that he may subsequently 

act as instructor and give lectures on the subJeot 

practitioners ~rally in his county. The course of 

instruction .il1 be given at the Department of Defenoe 

Civilian Anti-Gas School, Dublin, and is expected to occupy 

from 8 to 10 days .. 

It is hoped that satisfactory arrangements may be made 

topermlt ot the attendance of the Acting County Medical 

Officer of Healt at that course and to grant him travelling 

expenses and subsistence 110wance on the usual scale in 

connection therewith . It is desirable that this matter 

should be arranged as soon as possible and if a meeting of 

the County Council is not being held within the next few 
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eeks it is suggested that you and the Acting County Uedical 

Officer of Health might consult the Chairman of the Council 

with a view to permission being granted for the making of 

the requisite arrangements subject to ratification by the 

County Council at their next meeting. The date of commence-

ment of the course will be intimated to )ou on receipt of 

notification that the services of the above-mentioned 

off1cer ill be avallabl .' 

The following resolution s adopted on the motion of 

Mr . McCarthy seconded by iss O' Ryan: -

"That Dr.cDonald, Acting County Medical Officer of 

Health be granted permission to attend series of lectures to 

be ~ranged by Department of Defence as to instruotion in 

medical treatment of Gas casualties in accordance with lette~ 

from Department of Local Government and Publio Health (P .H. 

2869/30/38){Ilgh.H.) under date 7th November 1938. That . , 

substitute for Dr~ McDonald be appointed for the period of 

his absence by County Councilor by County Board of Health 

as advised. tI 

APPLICATION - INCREASE AGES OF ORIERS 

The follo ing under date 2nd November 1938 as read 

from • Liam Moran, Secretary Ennlscorthy Bra.noh Irish 

Transport and General Workers ' Union:-

I have been directed by the workers in your employment 

to apply for 101- inorease in wages per week for all road 

workers, i.e., quarry men, engine men, attendants etc. Also 

for increase of l/8d per day for c tel's." 

It was decided to refer this app11cation to the County 

Council meeting on l4t November when proposal from tw. 

Colfer for an increase in ages of County Council orkers 

will be considered. 
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EXFORD BRIDGE 

The Oounty Surveyor stated he had written Mr. T. C. 

Courtney, Ohief Roads Engineer of the Department of Looal 

Government and Pub]b Health ho had made an inspection of 

Wexford Bric1¢e and asked him to have something defin! te in 

the matter tor the meeting of the County Counoll on 14th 

ins nt. 

ST. H LENt S HARBOUR 

• Joseph Rea, Secretary Irish Labour Party, LadY's 

Island Branch, under date 31st Ootober 1938, wrote:-

t!n vie of the present herring season I again dra the 
..... 

attention of the County Counoil to the deplorable state of 

St. Helents Harbour which renders it impossible for local 

fishermen to operate at thi fishing c tre hioh may be said 

to be the mo t tuo;rative on the South Ooast. tl'he incon-

venience oaused by the bad state of the harbour may be ju~ , 

by the fact that almost all the craft proper to this centre 

must be kept at osslare Harbour or Carne. If the Oounty 

CounCil would aeP-in approach the Board of \ arks with the 

view of having the work of repairs on the St. Helen's 

Harbour expedited it ould not alone facilitate the fisher­

men referred to, but ould also tend to relieve the unemploy­

ed in the district. II 

The Sec~ tary said that the County Surveyor had written 

t e following to the Department of Fisheries on 24th 

February 1937 in this matter:­

"1 have been directed by the Wexford Oounty Councll to 

make application to your Department for a Gr t to restore 

the break-~ater at t. felen's Harbour. 

y Oouncil has for some years past, been in oommunic 

tion IIi th Goverrunent Departments in regard to this matter, 

and I have fo arded Plans to the Offioe of Vorks for the 

Job at an estimated cost of £900. The exford County 
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Council is not empowered to make any expenditure on this 

harbour as it is not "Scheduled1l
, but I believe the Council 

ould be illing to take over harbour and maintain it if it 

be properly restored. The Office of Wor ks states that no 

Grant can be made from the Employment Schemes Vote for the 

proposed work, and my Council believe that your Department 

may be in a position to deal ith the matter . " 

Mr. Corish said that the Council had been prepared to 

provide one- third of the cost of improvement at St . Helen t s 

if the Government made the balance available . 

It s stated that up to the present there was no 

int ation from the Government as to he the I' they were 

prep ed to make any contribution to ards the ork . 

It was decided on the motion of Mr. Corish seconded 

by the Chairman that the County Surveyor ask the Fisheries 

Department if they were prepared to furnish the necessary 

State Grant for improvement of St. Helen ' s Harbour. 

FET D HARBOUR 

The following letter to the County Surveyor under te 

5th November 1938 ( 1.5/5/35) was read from Department of . 

Agriculture (Fisheries Branch) :-

"With reference to your letter of 23rd Marc , 1938, 

previous correspondence relative to a proposal for the 

dredging of Fethard Harbour, Co. 1exford, I am directed by 

the ister for Agriculture to state that the engineer of 

the Office of PubliC Works who visited the place recently 

agrees that the suggested sum of £200 is sufficient for the 

purpose of hand- dredging the harbour. He was, however, 

info ed by the local fishermen that the sand 1n the area 

of a shift1ng nature and that wh1le 1th certain winds the 

harbour will silt badly, at other times it is fairly clear . 
.JIll 

Furthe~ ore, there appears to be a difference of opinion 

mong the fishe en as to the isdom of dredging the place 
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o ing to the danger of exposing rocks hich might damage 

their boats during S. or S.E. winds. They suggest instead 

the construction of a pier or breakwater adjoining the exis-

ting pier and running out into deep water. This proposal 

was under consideration in 1933 but was not proceeded with 

as it s thought the amount of fishing done at Fethard did 

not Justify the heavy e enditure involved. 

In vie of the confliot of vie s as to the merits of 

the dredging propo al, I am to suggest that you may ish to 

examine the hole question again in consultation ith the 

parties affected ith a view to the formulation of an 

agreed scheme. 

Th County Surveyor said he visited Fethard recently 

with an Inspector from the Department of Fisheries and the 

letter as the result of the visit. So far as he (County 

Surveyor) could gather the looal people vanted an extension 

of the pier hich would cost beteen £2000 and £3000. He 

did not believe the results ould Justify this expenditure. 

he folIo ing order as made!­ "That the fishermen 

of Fethard be informed that a 

dock if they ill furnish the County Council with an agreed 

scheme it ill receive the most careful consideration." 

~C OLARSHIP SCHEMES 

SITY: Under date 28th Ootober 1938, Mr. Patrick J. 

Corish, University Schol ship holder, wrote asking for 

pe ission of the Council to change his course from Science 

to Arts course. 

The folIo in resolution as adopted on the motion of 

. Coris , seconded by ~iss 0 ' yan:-

"That the application of~. P~trick J. Corish 
• 

(Univers1ty Scholar) to change from a Science to Arts 

course be recommended the County Council for approval." 

-------
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ROAD - BALL CASH LANE - OULART 
""""""--

Applic tion was read from Kichael Portune, Ball1ncash, t 

Ferns, asking that the road from Ballineash ne to Oulart 

should be scheduled as a public road. 

The proposal was supported amongst others by Senator 

P. Kehoe, Fr. Po er, C.C., Rev. V. R. Megahy, Reotor, Dr. 

Dunphy, Mr . Ringwood, V. S., Oulart and the Ballagh Fia.n~ 

Fail Cumann and a number of ratepayers. 

A deputation consisting of essrs. .ichael Fortune, 

Ballinoash, Isaac illiam Rath, Ballincash and ~rtin Murphy, 

Scollagh, attended the Finance Oommittee meeting. 

They e lained that the lane ran from Tinnlck to 

Ballincas lane. T e ne portion to be provided -as about 

50 perches and would run through t 0 fields owned by IAr. 

Rath and r. 0 en Kinsella, both of hom ~ere willing to 

give the required amount of land free. The distance to 

Oulart vi llincash as ~~ miles and with the construction 

of the new lane the distance would be cut do to t 0 miles. 

The existing lane was abou an English mile in length and 

ten families QuId be greatly oonvenienced if the lane hich 

as 16 feet in idth as extended in aocordance with the 

re st of the deputation . 

It as decided that Mr . Cullen, Assistant Surveyor for 

the district, shoul intervie 

of the deputation, obtain all necessary 

e1 Fortune, a member 

ta. as to the 

propos I and submit same to County Cowlcil. 

ISCOETH! STREETS 

Mr . Elsee, County SoliCitor, submitted the opinion of 
. ~ 

Mr . Diarmaid Fa sitt, B. L., as to the remdy of the County 

" Council in oonneotion with the practice of Enniscorthy 

carters spreading sand on the Main Road from Enniscorthy 
• 

Bridge to ' Dono oe 's corner. 

The opinion of Counsel was noted. 
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E - POULFU OAD r 

The County Surveyor submitted letter from the Departmem 

of Local Government and public Health (Roads) under date 4th 

November 1938 (Ref. RGR/32/4) stating that as the road from 

Ballycullane to Poulfur runs parallel to and is about one 

mile distant from Main Road L.159a, a special Grant from ther 

Road Fund could not be justified for its imprOVement. 

Special consider tion would be given to the needs of 

this road if further grant are made available for road 

orks through the employment Schemes Vote. 

It was decided to adjourn further consideration until 

Government rants are made available . 

PO TEa t S GATJ.J OADS 

The following under date 5th November 1938. was read 

from eV e Denis Doyle, Loftus Hall, Fethard-on-Sea:-

"I have been ske d by the ratepayers to bring to your 

notice the scandalous condition of the following roads in 

this local1ty:-

1. From Porter's Gate to Fethard lios . 863 and 864. 

2. From Porter' Gate to ards Ramsgrange and Dunoannor 

Nos . 857 and 858. Both of these stretches are beco,1ng 

orae each yea:r, and the latter, Viz .• from Porter ' s Gate to 

Ramsgrange is positively dangerous - at pres nt. Unles 

something 1s done it 111 be impassable before the end of 

the Winter . 

The ratepayers are very 1ndign,ant and ask: - "What have 

we a County Council for?" ftDld e not elect them to look 

After our interest?" liDo they expeot us to keep on paying 

rates while our roads are kept in such rete ed condition?" 

In short, their tempers are at breaking po1nt and they have 

every reason for feel1ng so." 

-The following report under date lOth November 1938 as 

read from • OINeill, Assist t Surveyor tor the distrlct :-

--
"" 
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"The roads mentioned by Fr . Doyle in hi 

bad. They are all done -ith sea. gravel, and in many c se s 

the material is poor, even the best obtainable 1n the dis­

trict is not no, suited to proper road repair . Bad and 

unsuitable as it is the roads would be muoh better if they 

got more tonnage . The only remedy is to put Up enough morey 

either to get a fair quantity of quarry mat erial hauled to 

the district, or to select a place t the sea here suitabl e 

sea stones can be collected or quarried and m chine broken, 

and c ry out all repairs with tarred stones and chips . " 

he County Surveyor said that at the turn to lhncannon 

going up from Porter's Os. te there was .... high bank t hich was 

positively 1gerous . The traffic since the develop ent 

of the Shelbourne Co- operat1ve Society' s bUSiness had 

increased vary substantially . 

It was dec ded that the proposals suggested by 1w. 

O' Neill should be recommended to the County Oouncil for 

consider ation. 

-he Chairman asked if it as a faot that not a singl 

stone hau been spread on sor. e third cl ass roads . 

The County Surveyor said this s the fact as r G ds 

a very fe roads as they had not been able to provide the 

m tarial . 

The Ohairman aid he had recently been over the road 

Enniscorthy- ll1~~ne via allyhighland and he took particu­

lar notice there as not a single stone in the depots . It 

as one of the orst roads in the County. 

The following under date loth November 1938 was read 

fron1" Mr, 0 ' Neill, Assistant Surveyor :-

liAs regards the complaint of Mr . Murphy I think it 

, 
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should be pOinted out to him that it is mainly the extra­

ordinary traffic of the Shelbourne Co- op . Society that i s 

responsible for the state of the roads in that Vicinity. 

The water-bound macads.Ll as not able to tand up to the 

traffic and if the II tarred" road is not properly maintained 

it will also tail, and the money so far spent 'ill be aste~ 

It is not very easy on a narrow road to l~ve a margin 

(unsprayed), it ill very quickly become dangerous . Ho ever 

in fUture spraying if at all possible, his uggeation ill 

be borne in mind. II 

. The County Surveyor said that he had informed Mr. 

by that he would treat t e sides of the road with coarSe 

c ippinga on which horses auld not Slip. 

The following resolution s ad.opted on the motion of 

O' Byrne seconded by~. cCarthy :-

t the County Burv yor b empowered, oVling to their 

neglect, to carry out their contracts, to take up 1"0 d 

contract of the folIo ~ng or to take uch other teps as 

he may consider most advisable L~ the interest of the roads : 

Je.mes Kinsella, on· aigue, Foulksm,ll1s (~oad Ho . 724). 

Tho as r lIon, ato ,Fethard-on-Sea (~oad No . 872). 

The folIo1ing resolution as adopt d on the motion of 

the Chai an seconded by ][r. McCarthy :-

"That t e balance of 100a1 contribution towards Relief' 

Grant) Viz., £1290 be employed in carrying out special 

improvements on {oads. II 
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ERECTION OF WALL AT GUSSERANE 

Mr. T. 0 1 Ban Ion , Gusserane, apnlied to the County 

Surveyor in connection ith the erection of a low all in 

front of his house to obviate flooding. 

It was decided to take no action in the m tter in vie 

of the report of lw . O' Neill, ssistant Surveyor, that the 

wall would not interfere with the effective ldth of the 

road or cause obstruction . 

BUNCLODY TOWN I TTEE 

Under date 9th November 1938 the follo ing wa read 

from . J. O' Dempsey, Hon . Secretary Tom Improvement 

Committee, 5 1n Street, Bunclody :-

I By direction of my Commlttee I am to ask that a share 
,.. 

of the Christmas. elief Grant be expended aoongst the unem-
• 

ployed Bunclody to ards th repair of Irish Street Hill. 

The attention of the Counoll ms drawn to this road on at 

least one previous oocasion ithout result . It is now in 

a very bad state; it is u ed by seven or eiSht families 

including children on their ay to d from school and to 

Hass on Sundays. 

The thoroughfare across the Square is completely blocke 

up by )arge heaps of stones across which people have to 

climb to and from u!a.ss on Sundays. I y Comm~ ttee again ask 

the Counoil to have the work of macadamising this square 

undertaken without further delay. In addi tion to the 

difficulty and danger of olimbing over heaps of stones it 

is also most unsightly. 

I am also direoted to inquire the probable date when 

the ork of re-surfacing the streets of the town dll be 

taken in hn.nd and completed." 

The County Surveyor said that he could not understand 

the complaint re stones in Bunclody Square. As this was 

about to be steamrolled it as necessary to provide the 
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materia.l. He disputed the statement as to the condition 

of Irish Street Hill. 

It was decided that the County Surveyor oommunioate 

with the Town Improvements Committee. 

BALDWIJSTO~J ROAD 

1e following largely signed memorial was submitted:­

~ e, the undersigned Lando ners, Ratepayers and Motor 
~ 

Vehiole owners, "7ish to dr the attention of th'e members 

of the Council to the very bad state of the Kerlogue _ 

Murrintown - Brldgeto:n - Bald instown Road. 

The surface of the road is completely broken up and 

owing to the heavy motor tr ffic, the road is al y8 

potholed. 

T e system of carrying out minor repairs, such as 

filling potholes seems to be useless and ,6 ve to appeal 

stron 1y to the t16mbers of the Council to give this matter 

their immediate consideration and we hope steps will be 

taken to have this important road put into a proper state 

of rep l.r as soon as possible . n 

e folIo ing ms read from Rev. E. Prendergast, C.C., 

urrintor.n:-

"I understand that at this time of the year, the roads 

o the County are under discussion. 

ere is one road in particular that needs immediate 

attention, and that road is the Kerlogue road lea.ding 

through urrintovm to ridgetovm. 

When you consider the amount of traffic on this road, 

you 1.11 understand the need for immediate remedy. I not 

only speak on my own behalf, but on the behalf of many, 

whose names do not appear and 7e conjointly demand that the 

Kerlogue- ri etown ".oa.d be made first-olass, suitable for 

all kinds of traffic. 
we 

Thanking you. for oonsideration of the matter, and J 

appeal tor an immediate repair of this road." © WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



Several members of the Committee mentioned that the 

roads referred to in memorial were in very bad condition. 

It was decided to refer the application to the Cotmty 

Council. 

DUMP AT COURTOWN HARBOUR 

""he folIo ing under date 1st November 1938 was read 

from Courtown Harbour Committee:-

It fe ish to notify the County Council that no site for 

the dumping of l"ei'use from the house in Courtovm Harbour, 

has yet been acquired. In view of the fact that the new 

house for the Harbour ster is very convenient to the plaoe 

no used as dumping ground it is very important that the 

matter S ould be dealt ith immediately. We auld also 

point out that the South beach is very popular with visitors 

during the Summer months nd the dumping of refuse is both 

unsightly and unhealthy. 

e sincerely hope that you ill give this matter your 

immediate attent~on.1I 

he folIo ing resolut~on as adopted on the motion of 

Mr . Corish, seconded by ~. O'Byrne:-

" hat the County Surveyor talte immediate steps to 

endeavour to provide a site for suitable dumping pound at 

Courtown arbour. That County Surveyor consult ith Mr. 

Dunbar, Engineer to County Board of Health, in this matter 

and report to next meeting of the Finance Committee." 

CAlWi!ROAD 

In cOl.n3ct ion \wi t 1 the proposal to provide a public 

County Road to Carne Pier the County Surveyor submitted 

letter from .f!r. "1. Joyce to Uessrs . OIConnor & Co.) 

Sollditors» Wexford, under date 5th November 1938, in which 

he offered to give rl t of way to make and keep road 

leading to Carne Pier to the County Council, for the sum of 

£ . 
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On the suggestion of the County Surveyor it 

to adjoarn this matter for further consider ation. 

s decided 

1w . Joseph Hughes) Mangan, Killena J wrote askin for 

repair of ~angan Lane . 

It ~iI'as decided to inform Mr . Hughes that the Council 

had requested the Office of public Works to arrange f or 

repair of this lane under I inor elief Schemes Vote . 

BALLYOONEGAN LANE 

Mr . Peter Buttle, Ballydonegan t wrote enclosing nameS 

of ten ratep yer s includi ng Rev. C. ~french, P.P., Monageer , 

asking that above lane should be carried out to Knockduff 

road or in the alternative reconstructed as far as his 

res dence . 

It was deoided to inform Hr. Buttle that the Council 

ould schedule Ballydone~"l.n 14ne for repair under nor 

elief Sc eoes Vote . 

The folIo ing Ii emorial signed by 13 Ratepayers , a s 

ubmltted: -

"¥le, the undersigned tepayer s ot Monaseed Divisi on, 

beg to petition your Council to put in repair Aughnamaulm n 

Lane by Relief Grantor othe se . 

T s Lane leads to lOur f mhouses in the townland of 

Au ulmeen and is al 0 utili ed by pedestrians as a 

short cut to Church and School . 

It is at present in suo a bad stat as to be !most 

impassable . ould be m ch obliged if you ould kindly 

have it put in proper re air . II 

It was decided to sCledule application for repair under 

~inor elief Schemes Vote . 
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Application was read from Hr. Mark Byrne, Nash, 

~orwarding lists of ratepayers in favour of having above 

lane put into proper repair. 

It was decided to include the appl ioation in list f or 

repair under ltlnor Reliet Schemes Vote . 

The Department of Looal Government and 

Public Health ~ote under date 8t November 1938 (H. 259,4l-

2- 1938) tl t the Minister ould raise no objection t o 

advance of £195 under above Acts to Patriok Mar t i n , Money­

aere, aVidStown, nn1scortby. 

APiLICA 

1938 . Elgea, County olicitor, 

Courtown arbour, was not procee 

his ouse . 

Under date 25t h October 

ote that G. J . Pask i ns , 

ng with the building of 

Philip Jackman, Johnstown, Clonegal, ~ote under date 

24th October 1938 t t e was not accepting the loan of £50 

ofi'erea.. 

~rPROVAL OF La N8 : On the motion of .w . O'Byrne, seconded 

by . ..{r . cCarthy, it as decided to approve provis i onally of 

loan of £50 to Daniel Ivory, Ballyoarrlgeen Upper , Ferns 

(Small t er) • 

On the mot~on of Y.r. 0' Byrne sec on de 0. by ~[r . Corish, 

it was decided to approve prOVisionally of 10 n of £100 t o 

Riohard Hennessy, Gr eenane, Killenne, Ennisoorthy (Tailor) . 

It as decided to inform both p licants as to amount 

of preilminary expenses including legal co ts and also that . 

their house should be completed by 31st mr ch next. 
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DEMANDS ON URBAN COUNCILS 

The Secretary submitted the following statement in 

connection ·th the indebtedness of Urban District Councils :­

Enniscorthy Urban! 

17th September lodged 

leaving outstanding in respect 
of last mrch year 

utstand1ng to 30th September 
a..lf year 

Nen Ross Ur~n : 

Cleared off. 

exford Urban : 

Due in respect of year -arch last 

Half' ye to 30th September 

£842 · 1. 2d. 

£1572.19 . 2d 

£l9QJ, . 8 . 3g 

£3474· 7. 5d 

£856. 9. 5d 

£3892.16. 6d 

£4749 . S·lld. 

The following resolution as adopted on the motion of 

Mr . O'Byrne seconded by Mr . urphy:-

"TI t, in vie of the large a.m.ounts outstanding on 

Urban Demands of Wexford and . nniscorthy e must request 

these COlneils to ta' e steps to reduce their indebtedness 

to the County Council.1I 

RE-ADJUST.1ENT OLD AGE PENSION AREAS 

The rollo ing under date 8th November 1938 s read 

from s. K. C. Howard, Cl rk to No . 7 Old Age Pensions 

Sub-Commlttee:-

'Yours of the 14th of October with enclosures re 

increase of salary which I submitted to my Committee at the 

meeting held on Saturday, the 5th instant. 

decided to -aive the claim for additional remune tion for 

their Clerk ith a ope that the Finanoe Committee may at a 

future date urge the Revenue Commissioners to reoonsider the 

case. rlll you please convey my ~atefUl thanks to the 

County Council and Finance Committee for their kind efforts 

on my If." 
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It was decided that Sche e relating to revised areas 

should opel' te as fro 1st January 1939. 

he foll01ing under te 10th November 19;8 to the 

County Surveyor was read fro ~r. ~ren~, ener 1 ianager 

u al Insurances Ltd.:-

"Referring to our letter of the 19th ultimo, we should 

be much obliged if you would no favour us with your advices 

regarding the inolus~on of Fire and Explosion Risks in the 

indemnl ty granted by the above Policy • . 

You may have observed from the Press to-day that a 

publio Liability CIa of the Louth County Council·as 

settled for £1,000 and oosts. Had it gone before a Jury 

they might have a arded from £1,500 to £2,000. 

You will remember that t e above Policy was not 

originally arranged by us on behalf of the Council but we 

observe that the indemnity on the document s £1,000 any 

one acoident £10,000 anyone year. We ould uggest that 

the minimum cover which the Council should have is £5,000 

any one accident £20,000 anyone year. 

W Shall be glad to hear if we may arrange inoreased 

cover accordingly, and ill quote you premium on receipt of 

your instructions." 

The County Surveyor said that hat he wrote about was 

in connection ith a fire hich occurred in one of their tar 

bol1ers 1n He Ross to It was ~ very small matter, the 

compen tion being about £3. len he wrote the Insurance 

Company he found they ere not co ared and he asked for a 

quot tion to cover the risk. He received a quotation at 

6d per cent on the total amount of ges and hich amounted 

to £11. 11 . 6d. He oonsidered the quot tion might have 

been on the ages for the men employed 0 tar boilers only . 

He did not think there s any partioular ri k a this as 
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the first incident of the kind t t had occurred. He 

suggested they ould allo the matter to stand until the 

lcles were bein renewed next year and t ey could then 

have the ris' for the tar boilers included. 

e Committee considered, in vie of the remoteness of 

the ri sk , t!le Counc il c.=.~ as regards accidents with tar 

boilers \ould not cover trd risk ith an Insurance Company . 

SHEEP DIPPInG ORDu 

The following resolution as propos d by Mr . Coriah, 

seconded by ~.~ . McCart y a.nd adopted: -

II 'lat the six lay Sheep Dipping Inspectors be paid £20 

each plus actual cost of post ge for dipping period 1938 

not it tanding occasional absences from duty in some cases 

owing to inclement eather or for private rea ons and that 

the Department of A iculture be requested to sanction this 

proposal . ' 

• Patrick Ormonde, Ballyellis , CarneV', Lay Sheep 

Dipping Insi,Jcctor, n'ote t- t the following sheepowner s 

failed to give notice of intention to dip their sheep . They 

had seep on their farm at present:-

Peter Donnelly, Perrymount, Inch. 

Josep Doyle, Kilue, Gorey . 

William Sooel~s, ~ilanerin, Inch. 

Annie T- dall, Ballingarry, Gorey . 

It as decided to ascertain from '. Ormonde if the 

four t rmers reported by him had carried ont the actual 

dlppi g of their sheep . 

Sergeant Doherty, Fethard-on-Sea, ote of 

to pply at Ballycullane District Court for the committal of 

the £ollowing children to Industrial Schools :-

(1) Mary Ellen Hayes aged 10 years and 4 months. 

(2) Elizabeth Hayes aged 7 years. 
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(3) Anastatia Hayes aged 3 years and 4 months . 

(4) L~ry Margaret yes aged 1 year and 4 months . 

The Sergeant wrote:-

ne ohildren reside at Ballinruan with their widowed . 
"'*'" ho i extremely poor mother, ary es, ciroumstances and 
1\-

they are neglected in every possible ay . The two eldest 

have not been sent to sohool yet, and on an oocasion hen I 

visited the house I found that the children ,ere left to 

roam about as they pleased d: inG their mother ' s absenoe." 

Referred to County Solicitor . 

. .. e Inspector, Na. tional Society for the Prevention of 

Cruelty to Children, wrote under oAte 8th lovember 1938 that 

appllc tions '"{ould be made under the Chiltlren' s Act 1908-29 I 

for committal to Industrial SchoolS of 

(1) Ellen Byrne Age4 }~ ye rs, illegitimate child of 

Ellen Byrne, no fixed abode - la.te of Killanure, Co . Wexford. 

(2) Philomena Kearns aged ~ years, illegitimate 

ohild of Anastatia. Kearns, .. ' dlnondstown) Co. Wexford. 

eferred to County Solicitor. 

The District Court Cler ,Ne ~oss) under date 1st 

November, 1938, wrote that on the 8th instant, application 

auld be made to New Ross District Court to have two male 

children , sons of John Anderson, BUll' 

to Industrial School, also as to the committal of Mary 

Fitzpatrick, Sleilbaggan, Ramsgrange, illegitimate child of 

Brigid Kehoe. Anderson had gone to ?/ork in England end as 

his wife as dead there ms no one to take care of the 

children. 

eferred to County Solicitor. 

Under date 7tl ovember 1938 the following (R/MT/209/ 

32) was read from Department of Local Government and Publio 

Heal th ( oa.ds) :-
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III am directed by the Minister for Local Government 

and ublic Health to refer to your letter of the 4th instant 

relative to the proposal to allo'l Mr . P. . Donohoe, Clerk 

in the offices of the County Council, a sum of £4 for acting 

a substitute for the Local Tay£tlon Officer during the 

annual holidays of the latter t and to drs'! your attention 

to the direction ~n t is Dep tment's letter of the 18th 

December last in regard to the performance of the ork 

during the Local Ta tion Officer ' s absence." 

T e letter of 18th DeeBober 1937 ( l.:rr . 209/32) referred I 

to by Department painted out that vhile no objection auld 

be made 'to the payoent on that occasion but II in future uch 

arrangements as ill obviate a slmilar payment should be ma 

for the perfor~.9.nce of ~ e ark a.urin· the Local Taxation 

fficerts abse_ce" . 

'II e meeting decided to t 1re no further action in the 

matter. 

PETROL PUMP LIC I CE 

lith reference to Petrol Pump Licence (No. 191) issued 

to William Hogan, Fethard-on- Sea, he was informed that he 

could not be allowed to erect tank under the street fo~tpath 

in vie'! of t e resolution adopted by the County Council some 

considerable time back t t all such tanks should be placed 

on the premises of petrol pump licence holders. 

This m tter was referred to Mr . Colfer, County Coun­

Cillor, to ascertain if it were possible to find some Jay by 

rhich the tank for petrol pUIilp of Mr . Hogan will not be 

erected on public footpath. 

~ . Colfer llad .ot had an opportunity of examining the 

premises and it as decided to obtain report from Mr . O'Ne~ 

Assistant Surveyor for t e district, as to the possibility 

of naving tank in connection ith peb.bol pump licence of ~ 

Hogan, Fethard- on-Sea, erected in a manner that dll oomply. 
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with the reguaatlons of the County Council. 

ALLEGED eRIr JURY - APPLICATION FOR CO, EtJSATION 

Applica tion of Kate Flood, Grange, Rathnure, for £50 

for alleged burning of hay was referred to County Solicitor 

to oppose. 

BY co-or' TIVE SOCIETY-
COUNCIL. 

Under date 4th November 1938 Mr. Elgee , County Solic1-

tor, wrote tr~t it was in order to pay £34 . 3. 3d, costs of 

esars. P . J . O' Flaherty & Son, Solicitors, 1n connection 

ith lease of Enniscortby Mac inery Yard to County Council. 

he folloWing resolution waa adopted on the motion of 

lir . ,cCartby seconded by r. 0' Byrne :-

" hat, as recommended by County Sollcitor t e request 

the County Council to issue Pay Order for ~34. 3. 3d, costs 

of eaars. OIFIn erty & Son, Solicitors, Enniscorthy, 1n 

connection lith Lease of .chinery Yard at Enniacorthy to 

County Council. II 
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The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. Keegan seconded by Mr. MurphY:-

"That the Minutes of Finance Committee in respect of 

meeting held on 11th November 1938 be received and considere~ 

COUNTY MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH: The following under date 

14th October 1938 was read from the Secretary, Wexford Board I 

of Health and Public Assistance:-

"I am directed by the Wexford Board of Health and Public 

Assistance to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 31st 

October last conveying the ResGlution passed by the Wexford 

County Council on that date suspending Dr. Christopher 

Bastible from the performance of his duties. 

I am directed by the Board to refer to the second 

paragraph of your letter, and to inform you that the Office 

of the County Medical Officer of Health was taken over by ~ 

Secretary to the Wexford Board of Health and Public Assis­

tance in accordance with the paragraph, and seals affixed to I , 

the lock of the Office. 

I am f'ur> ther directed by the Board to advert to the 

fact that the records in this Office will be required by the 

Acting County Medical Officer of Health. The need for 

certain of these records has now become urgent. Maps in 

connection with a Sewerage Installation at New Ross town and 

other documents are wanted immediately by the Acting County 

Medical Officer of Health. 

I would be, therefore, glad if the County Council 

empowered the removal of the seals, the opening of the Off~ 

and the putting of the recorda at the disposal of the Acting 

~ounty Medical Officer of Health." 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. Ronan seconded by Mr. Corish:-

"That permission be given the Secretary of County Board 

of Health to open Offices of County Medical Officer of 
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Health which were sealed by directions of Wexford County 

Council on 31st October 1938 in view of the fact that certain 

maps in said offices are required for Town Clerk, New Ross 

and certain records by Acting County Medical Officer of 

Health." 

Under date 10th October 1938 the following letter 

P.H.26265/38 Loch Garman Sc.) was read from Department of 

Local Government and Public Health:-

HI am directed by the Minister for Local Government and 

Public Health to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 

the 4th instant relative to the resolution adopted by the 

Finance Committee of the Wexford County Council on the 30th 

ultimo, requesting an investigation by this Department into 

the manner in which the County Medical Officer of Health has 

been discharging his duties. 

As regards the communication received by the County 

Council from the Secretary of the Board of Health in which 

is stated that Dr. Bastible was absent from the meeting of 

the Wexford Board of Health and Public Assistance on the 19th 

ultimo without explanation, it will be necessary to obtain 

from the Board of Health what directions were given by them 

in pursuance of Article 9(10) of the County Medical Officers 

of Health Order, 1926, for the attendance of the County 

Medical Officer of Health at meetings of the Board. 

As regards the last paragraph of the letter of 

of Health relating to Tuberculosis Dispensaries at New Ross 

it would be desirable that the Board should submit all the 

eVid~nce available bearing on this matter." 

Under date 15th October 1938 the following letter . 

(~H.26265/2/38 - Loch Garman Sc) was read from Department 

of Local Government and Public Health:-
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III am directed by the Minister for Local Government and 

Public Health to acknowledge the receipt of your letters of 

the lOth and 14th instant, on the subject of a resolution 

adopted by the Wexford County Council at their meeting of 

lOth idem, suspending Dr. Bastible, County Medical Officer of 

Health, subject to the Minister's approval, pending a decisioo 

as to the holding of a Sworn Inquiry into the manner in which 

that officer has been discharging his duties and into the 

administration of his Department. 

It is requested that the statement of the charges of 

neglect of duties prepared by the County Solicitor in conjun~ 

tion with the Solicitor of the Wexford Board of Health and 

Public Assistance may be transmitted to this Office as soon 

as possible. The matter \vill then receive early attention." 

WEXFORD BRIDGE: The following, addressed to the County 

Surveyor, under date 12th November 1938 from t~. W. Ian 

Bloomer, Engineer, Department of Local Government and Public 

Health, was read:-

IIMr. Courtney has asked me to write to you to the effect 

that having inspected the bridge with you he is satisfied 

it would be unwise to put a heavier structure than that 

existing upon the piles. 

Accordingly he is of opinion that the scheme proposed 

for l i ghtening the dead load by the removal of the heavy 

decking and the substitution of a timber decking would be the 

more satisfactory solution to the problem. 

Would you kindly arrange to have plans etc., and the 

detailed calculations which Mr. Delap was to furnish submitted 

in due course for examination. 

I am given to understand that there will be no difficuI- 1 

ty in obtaining the 40% maintenance grant provided that the 

balance of the works over the £600 provided in the road works 

scheme of 1938-39 is provided in the Road Works Scheme for 
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1939-40. This provision must not prejudice the Roads Works 

Scheme for 1939-40 as a whole." 

1~. Corish stated he would move his motion - which had 

been adj ourned on a couple of occasions - for the erection of 

a new bridge at Wexford at the meeting of County Council on 

12th December next . 

In reply to Mr. Corish, the County Surveyor said that 

the proposed repairs would give the Council time to arrange 

for the erection of a new bridge. It would be 12 months 

before they could start the plans, then they would have to 

look for a Contractor and various other matters would have to 

be seen to with the result that it would be four or five 

years before the bridge would be open. The present proposal 

was merely for temporary work to keep the existing bridge 

going while the work in connection with the erection of the 

new bridge was being attended to. He believed the temporary 

work would be finished in Spring. While it was under way it 

would not be necessary to close the bridge to traffic as half 

only of the travelling surface would be dealt with at the one 

time. The cost would be £2600. 

ST. HELEN'S HARBOUR: Mr. Corish said that since the meeting 

of the Finance Committee he and the Chairman had waited on 

the Fisheries Branch of the Department of Agriculture and as 

a result a communication was sent the Office of Works that 

the Department were in favour of a grant being made available 

forSIt .. HelenSHar1!rour. He and Mr. Allen would make further 

recommendations immediately in the matter. 

FETHARD HARBOUR: Mr. Thomas Redmond said that it appeared 

what the fishermen wanted would cost about £5000. But the 

£200 offered would be money thrown away. The place was never 

in~ended as a shelter for BoaDs. If the dock was cleared 

out completely it would endanger the boats which sheltered 

there. 
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BALLINCASH LANE: The County Surveyor said he had now been 

able to identify this lane. It would be necessary to 

reconstruct nearly quarter of a mile and this would cost 

£500 or £600. 

The Chairman said the matter would require further 

consideration b; the Council. 

BALLYCULLANE POULFUR ROAD: Mr. Colfer said this road was 

even worse than the two referred to as from Porter's Gate. 

The County Surveyor said most of that road had been 

repaired in days gone by with a fairly good gravel. LatterJy 

the gravel was not so good but gravel would not stand up to 

the present traffic. The only thing to be done for the 

present was for the people to go the other road. He was 

prepared to carry out repairs if the Council provided the 

money but the Department were not prepared to furnish a 

grant. 

PORTERS GATE ROADS: Mr. Kennedy sa.id that there was a 

tremendous amount of traffic on the two roads and unless 

something was done immediately they would become impassable. 

PROVISION ROAD METALLING: Mr. EnniS, Assistant Surveyor, 

said that material was now being put on the Killanne Road. 

The County Surveyor said the neighbouring quarry at 

Kiltrea was nearly worked out. He had pointed out to the 

Department of Local Government and Public Hea 1 th that the 

concentration of big depots of material for main roads and 

special jobs was bOWld to upset the maintenance of ordinary 

roads. Owing to the limited number of quarries in the 

County when they had to get out a large amount of material 

they were bound to neglect the other roads in the district. 

The Chairman said that the County Surveyor should fight 
\ 

the Department on the point. He should keep the potholes 

on roads other than those in the main and link classes 
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filled and if the grant work interfered with the maintenance 

of these roads the grants should be he'Jll up. From this on 

to March material should be provided in the depots and steps 

should be taken to see that the necessary amount of this 

material should be used in proper time for the third class 

roads. They should be looked after independently of grants. 

The County Surveyor said in the past they had a fair 

amount of stock in the quarries which enabled them to carry 

out the press of work which came with large grants. That 

stock had been dipleted. He pOinted out that it was only 

through having that stock they were able to carryon. He 

would try and accumulate further stock in the quarries so 

far as it was possible. 

DEFAULTING ROAD CONTRACTORS: The County Surveyor submitted 

the names of the following defaulting Road Contractors in 

district of Mr. Cullen (Assistant Surveyor) and on the motion I 

of Mr. Keegan seconded by Mr. Murphy it was decided that the ' 

Roads concerned be taken into his own charge by County 

Surveyor or that he take such other steps as he believes most 

advisable to have the roads put into repair:-

William McGill, Ballingowan, Blackwater (Roads 444 & 44~ 

Charles Murphy, Ballyhought, Blackwater (~559 & 560). 

Patrick Kennedy, BalIyvergin, Foulksmills (Road 606) . 

BUNCLODY TOWN IMPROVEMENT COMMITTEE: The County Surveyor 

said the only thing they could do about Irish Street Hill 

which was outside Bunclody would be to apply for a grant. 

They made application before for a grant under Minor Relief 

Schemes Vote but a man named Kidd objected to any interfer­

ence at the place and the matter dropped . 

It was decided to apply for a grant for repair of Irish 

Street Hill under Minor Relief Schemes Vote. 

KERLOGUE - MURRINTOWN - BRIDGETOWN - BALDWINSTOVm ROAD: ~e 
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County Surveyor sai~ this route was no worse than others 

referred to at the meeting. He would be delighted to 

improve it if he had the mone~. The portion from Newcastle 

to Bridgetown certainly needed improvement as did the road 

opposite Johnstown. 

SMALL DWELLINGS ACQUISITION ACTS: The Secretary stated in 

order to gualify for Grants in Urban Areas houses under the 

Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts should have been completed 

by 30th September last and all those in Rural Areas must be 

finished by the 31st March next. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. Culleton seconded by Mr. Kelly:-

"That, owing to the very inclement weather which has 

prevailed for some time past, outside work at the erection 

of houses could not be carried out and in consequence we 

appeal to the Government to make provision for extension of 

the period during which grants for the erection of houses 

will be available. We are satisfied that the weather has 

affected the erection of ~umber of houses under the Act and 

in consequence we suggest that legislation should be enacted 

by which Gr8~ts for the erection of houses under the Small 

Dwellings Acquisition Acts in Urban and Rural Areas should be 

available for a year as from 31st March next." 

DEMANDS ON URBAN COUNCILS: The Secretary stated that since 

the meeting of the Finance Committee the Wexford Corporation 

had lodged £1831. 9. 5d leaving a balance outstanding of 

£2917. 16. 6d at 30th September last. 

It was decided to send the resolution of the Finance 

Committee to Enniscorthy Urban Council only. 

PETROL PUMP, FETHARD: Mr. Colfer mentioned that Mr. Hogan, 

Fethard, had been able to lay down the tank for his petrol 

pump at the rere of his premises. 
The meeting regarded this as satisfactory. © WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



On the motion of Mr. Kelly seconded by Mr. Colfer, the 

following resolution was adopted:-

"That Minutes of Finance Committee of 11th November 1938 

as submitted to this meeting be, and the same are, hereby 

confirmed and approved except in so far as same may have been 

altered or amended by resolution adopted at this meeting. II 

PROVISIONAL ROAD WORKS SCHEME 1939-1940 

Copies of above Scheme for financial year 1939-40 had 

been circulated to Councillors. The totals were: Repairs, 

main roads, £55,664; third class roads £38,655; ~ourth class 

roads, £5,547; and for improvements, main roads, £4,255; 

county roads, £33,703; contingencies, £2,100; relief loans 

repayment £4217; total £144,141. 

In reply to the Chairman the Secretary stated that the 

amounts actually allocated for roads for current year were: 

Main Roads 

County Roads 

Total 

For 1937-38. 

Main Roads 

County Roads 

Total 

£34,713 

£27,043 

£61,756. 

£33,987 

£23,143 

£57,130 

showing an increase for current year of £4626 over 1937-38. 

The County Surveyor said that last year Gte asked the 

Council for £100,861 for the roads, and this year the total 

was £144, 141. Last year the Council allowed him £61,756 to 

spend on the roads out of approximately £100,000. On the 

main roads last year he asked for £47,000 and got £28,000. 

This year the main roads' estimate was £50,000 because Of a 

req~st by the L.G.D. last year that a lot more surface 

dressing should be done. For county bridges last year he 

was allowed £1,400. This year he was asking for £3,700, 

which included £2,600 for Wexford Bridge reconstruction. 
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He wanted about £1,000 for New Ross bridge and it was 

essential that they should have a detailed report by an 

expert about the iron work of that bridge, because when 

doing some repairs in the current year he found some of the 

plates defective. They were not seriously dangerous , but 

there may be places where it may be dangerous. Last year 

he asked for £31,000 for County Roads and got £15,000. This 

year he estimated for £37,000 because there were a number of 

these roads which had been steamrolled with water-bound 

macadam and it was an instruction of the L. G. D. that such 

roads must be tar-sprayed. There was also provision for 

broken road material on certain roads instead of sea gravel. 

For The Deeps and Edermine bridges he had £150 estimate this 

year instead of £200 last year. There was an increase of 

£400 in the estimate for fourth class roads, one of which 

was the road to Barrett 1 s Park. The biggest increase was 

in the County roads improvement schemes . Last year they 

were £2,283 and this year they are £33,703. This was due 

to works proposed by members of the Council 

by himself to cover the roads about which there had been 

serious complaints and memorials. The Council should read 

down the list of roads shown under this heading and see how 

many of them.would be done. They were all necessary and 

if the Council had the money they should be done. 

The following notice of motion lodged on 30th September 

1938, stood in the name of Mr. Colfer:-

"I hereby give notice of my intention to move at 

meeting of Wexford County Council to be held on 14th of 

November 1938 that the wages of all County Council outdoor 

workers be increased and that amount of said increase be 

fixed at above meeting." 

The following application from Enniscorthy Branch of 

Irish Transport & General Workers Union under date 2nd 
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November 1938 referred to County Council by Finance 

Committee meeting was read:-

"I have been directed by the workers in your employment 

tG apply for 10/- increase in wages per week for all road 

workers, i.e., quarrymen, engine men, attendants. Also for 

increase of 1/8d per day for carters." 

In moving his motion Mr. Colfer added the following:­

"That the said increase of wages be at the rate of 10/- per 

week". He said that the increase was necessary owing to 

the increased cost of living for one thing and the second 

reason for agreeing to his motion was that the wages had 

been reduced about 13 or l4 years ago by 10/- per week. By 

agreeing to the 10/- per week they would restore the wages 

to the figure of 1922. 

~!r. Culleton,in seconding, said he wondered how men ~ 

could exist on their wages of 30/- per week. 

Miss OIRyan contended that the cost of living at the 

time when wages were fixed at 28/- per week and now, would 

be of soce value in the consideration of the question. 

The Chairman said that according to the Trade Returns 

the cost of living in 1928 was at 175 and this year it was 

at 159. 

tw. Corish said he had not much faith in the Trade 

Returns as in his opinion they were made out on an erroneous ; 

basis. 

Miss OIRyan then proposed the following:-

"That the Council approve of allocating a sum of 

£611756 for General Road Maintenance, this being the figure 

which obtained last year plus £2,600 for repair of Wexford 

Bridge. Out of the £61,756, £1000 is to be taken for 

Improvement Works. She then explained that as regards the 

figure for repair of Wexford Bridge, they could calculate on 

receiving from the Department 40% of the cost leaving net 
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Mr. Keegan then referred to the hardships on people who 

resided in the towns and who were obliged to pay rents which 

were really exorbitant. Even people on the dole had to pay 

laid a week for rates and that looked as if they were robbing 

Peter to PaY Paul. He would be prepared to support any 

proposal to deal with all classes of labour, rural and urban. 

As regards their own wmployees they were, in his ophion, the 

best off of any class in the working community. They were 3 

paid for wet days and Holydays, a concession which other L 

workers did not enJ oy. In the circumstances, he could not r 

agree to vote in favour of 1~. Colfer's motion. 

Mr. Bowe said that they had had a very unfortunate 

harvest and he feared the result would be that owing to the 

enormous losses sustained by the farmers they would not be 

in a position to pay even the current rate. His one regret 

was that every worker in the County was not receiving 30/­

per week as they certainly would then be in a position to 

meet the demands of the County Council. Unfortunately, the 

moment they increased rates they also increased unemployment. 

He admitted that a number of the roads were bad but the 

County Council could not go beyond the taxable capacity of 

the ratepayers and in his opinion they had reached saturat~ 

pOint. 

In reply to Mr. Doyle, the County Surveyor said except 

in the case of quarry men who were trained for their Job, 

they freqU?ntly had agricultural labourers working on Relief 

Grants, and found that they save reasonable results. He 

made no complaint of their own staff, in fact, he thought 

95% of them were good workers and gave good returns. 

In further reply to Mr. Doyle the Chairman said he 

believed that the second class ~ agricultural labourer was 

capable of doing ordinary road work. 

Mr. Doyle said that the road workers had a 48 hour week 
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and their wage was 3/- higher than that of the agricultural 

labourer. In the circumstances, he could see no case for 

an increase. 

Mr. McCarthy pointed out that he could not see how the 

County Council could agree to a higher figure for the roads 

than that allowed last year. They had to consider the 

increased cost of the social services, mainly for the 

improvemen t of the health of the people. A number of roads 

were in a bad state but to put them in the order the Council 

would like to see, would cost more than could be provided by 

their ordinary rates. The roads requring attention would 

have to wait and be done from time to time. 

Mr. Culleton complained that when other classes asked 

for increases of salary and increased bonus their claims 

were conceded, but when the working man asked for something 

to improve his lot of life, the only reply he received was 

that if any increase were given him, it would mean throwing 

his fellow workers out on the road to starve. This was par 

comfort for the men looking forward to the coming year. 

Actually the cash received by the workers was 28s. 5d. per 

week and this was a very low rate on which to keep a family 

even in frugal comfort. He suggested that the Council 

would agree to an increase of 5/- per week. 

Miss OIRyan said she would be pleased to support an 

increase in wages if anybody could point out where the money 

to meet it could be obtained. 

After further discussion, Mr. Colfer agreed to withdraw 

his proposal in favour of the following amendment which was 

proposed by Mr. Corish and seconded by Mr. Culleton:-

"That Road Estimate for 1939-40 be fixed at £66,422 

(with £2600 for repair of Wexford Bridge) so as to allow of 

an increase of 5/- per week to County Council workers while 

also allowing for the same amount of work as for current 

financial year." © WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



Mr. Corish 
Any time, be said, an increase of wages was asked for in 

this County they were told the rates could not stand it. 

They had gone through the economic war and twelve months ago 

they were told that when the economic war was finished many 

things could be done which they were not in a position to do 

twelve months ago. Now that the economic war was finished, , 

and if they were to take the statements made over two and 

trree years ago, they were entitled to believe that the 

position in the country had improved a good deal . The 

Chairman, he said, had quoted certain figures from the Trade 

Journal and he was at a loss to understand how figures leke 

them could be compiled, because it would be admitted that thE 

cost of living today ·is more than what it was in 1928. 

Everyone knew that the cost of sugar, boots, bread, clothes 

and butter had been increasing in recent years, and the 

person responsible for the compilation of the figures 

referred to did not know what he was tallcing about. He 

(Mr. Corish) mentioned these articles, because they were 

absolute necessaries and they had been increasing for some 

years, and nobody in the room there could deny it, for the 

farmers themselves were complaining about the increased cost 

of living. He asked the Council to adopt the proposal of 

a road rate for £66,422 , stating that the only people who 

were not in receipt of an increase of wages in recent years 

were the road workers. Somebody mentioned that a 

should be passed to improve the conditions of farm labourers.' 

The Labour Party thought as much about the farm labourers, 

continued Mr. Corish, as anybody here and look at them in 

the same plane as the road workers, but the road workers got 

no increase at all. 

The Secretary said the increase of £4,000 odd would 

mean an increase of about 3d in the £. 
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The Chairman said the figures he quoted as regards the 

cost of living were taken from the Trade Journal on Saturday 

last by him. It was quite true that the cost of living had 

increased in recent years, but in 1930 the figure was 172 

and it fell as low as 130 in 1933 and had increased steadily 

from 1933. He agreed with Mr. McCarthy, Mr. Keegan and 

other members that they could not possibly increase the . 

amount of money for roads. They knew qUite well when it 

was possible to provide more money for roads tha~ey 

increased the estimate from £50,000 to £61,000. In 

addition, the grants given each year were so big that they 

were embarrassing the County Surveyor who could not provide 

material for certain roads. They were actually spending a 

lot more money on roads for the last four years than had been 

spent since 1924. They were told they had a disastrous 

year, and w~. Corish said they were promised, when the 

ecomomic war was over, that the farmers would be well off. 

That was said and from their experience he thought the 

fanners were not as badly off during the economic war as 

they thought they were. He was sorry that the improvement 

after the ending of the economic war was not what they 

expected it would be and it was bad for the country and bad 

for them all.As regards the road workers' wages there was no 

doubt they could do with more money if the Council could 

"afford to give it. His particular work was as much rural 

work and just as similar as the agricultural labourer's work, 

and there was not a single agricultural labourer but would 

leave the farm and go on the road, for they knew the road 

worker had a better position. He had, continued the Chair-

man, w~t the ratepayers of the County and both the 

agricultural workers, town workers and people living on home 

assistance could afford to pay. He remembered when the 

rate was struck last year a lot of propaganda went on that 

it was the County Council and Government were responsible 
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for increasing the rates. Referring to the motion, he said 

if they increased the r ate any more they would have more 

difficulty in collecting it. Before the social schemes 

they had embarked on were complete, in connection with 

hospitals, etc., the rates would increase by almost 2s. in 

the £, and he could see that prospect in four ' years. The 

Roads will have to suffer on and the County Surveyor will 

have to make the best use of the money we can afford to give 

h~. 

A vote was taken on Mr. Corish's amendment with the 

following result. 

For: Messrs . Colfer, Connors, Corish, Culleton and 

Kelly. (5). 

Against: Messrs . Bowe, Day, Doyle, Keegan, Kinsella, 

Kennedy, Lawlor, McCarthy, Murphy, O'Byrne, O'Ryan, M. 

Redmond and Thomas Redmond, Ronan, Smyth, Walsh and the 

Chairman. (17) 

The Chairman declared the amendment lost. 

Miss O'Ryan's motion was then put and declared carried 

It was decided on the motion of the Chairman, seconded 

by Mr. Murpr~, that the County Surveyor, with the Assistant 

Surveyors, allocate the amount allowed to each Road, and 

that as regards the £1000 for improvement works £250 be 

allocated to each Assistant Surveyor's area. 

EMPLOYEES COUNTY COUNCIL AND EXERCISES COAST llFE 
SAVING SERVICE. 

Under date 8th November 1938 the Department of Local 

Government and Public Health (Roads~ wrote (RM/7) that if the 

County Council granted facilities to road workers who are 

members of Coast Life Saving Service to attend the periodic 

exercises the 1tinister would not raise objection to their 

attendance without deductions from pay. 
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The following~esolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. Doyle seconded by Mr. Kennedy:-

"That this County Council agree (without deduction of 

pay) to any of their employees who are members of Coast Life 

Saving Service attending the periodic exercises of said 

service. II 

APPOINTMENT OF ~OFFICIO INSPECTOR UNDER FOOD AND 
DRUGS ACTS. 

On the motion of the Chairman seconded by Mr. Murphy, 

the following resolution was adopted:-

"That Garda John Riordan (3707) Gorey Station, be 
, 

appointed Ex-Officio Inspector under Food and Drugs Acts 

for the a dministra ti ve County of Wexford." 

DUNCANNON HARBOUR 

The following under date 12th November 1938 (W.5/11/35) 

addressed to the County Surveyor from Fisheries Branch of ;, 

Department of Agriculture was read:-

UWith reference to your letter of 23rd March, 1938, and 
-previous correspondence relative to a proposal for the 

dredging of Duncannon Harbour, Co. Wexford, I am directed by 

the Minister for Agriculture to state that the engineer of 

the Office of Public Works who recently visited the place 

agrees that the necessary hand-dreling, and the construction 
I 

of a retaining wall can be carried out for the estimated sum 

of £300. 

During the course of his inspection representations 

were made to the engineer by some of the local fishermen for 

the extension of the existing pier by about 70 to 80 yards 

or. alternatively, the construction of a breakwater near the 

harbour entrance. 

I am to state that before further action is taken in 

regard to the proposal for the dred~ing of the dock, the 

Minister will be glad to be favoured with your observations 
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on the fresh proposals now put forward by the fishermen. I 

am at the same time to point out that the extent of the 

fishing in that area would not seem to Justify any consider­

able expenditure on marine works. 1I 

The County Surveyor said the breakwater suggested would 

mean considerable expenditure but he would go into the matter 

fully • 

Further conSideration adjourned pending report of 

County Surveyor. 

FOOT & MOUTH DISEASE IMPORTED CARCASES AND PACKING 
MATERIALS AMENDMENT ORDER 1 

Under date 18th October 1938 the Department of Agricul­

ture forwarded copies of above Order which came into force 

on 21st October 1938. 

QUARTERLY REPORT OF COUNTY ANALYST 

It appeared from the report of County Analyst in respect 

of Quarter ended 30th September last that 187 foods; 40 drugs 

and 9 waters had been e~ined. Total 236. Number found 

to be adulterated:- 3 whole milks; 1 buttermilk; 1 butter; 

and 3 Drugs. The four waters condemned were submitted by 

Wexford Corporation. 

KERLOGUE QUARRY 

Mr. Lawler proposed and 1~. Keegan seconded the 

following resolution which was adopted:-

"That the Seal of Wexford County CounCil be affixed to 
-

Agreement between James Dake, Mulgannon, Wexford and Wexford 

County Council for material raised from Kerlogue Quarry, the 

agreed price being 3d per cubic yard." 

PAY TO WORKERS WHILE INJURED 

1w. Colfer complained that a County Council worker in 

Duncannon who injured his hand was docked three days' pay 

because he returned to work within a month. 
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The following resolution was adopted on tthe motion of 

Mr. Colfer seconded by Mr. Culleton:-

"That we inform the Department of Local Government and 

Public Health and Department of Industry and Commerce it is 

the opinion of this Council that the regulations under 

Workmens l Compensation Acts as to compensation to injured 

workers should be amended so that worker who receives an 

injury shall be paid from that date irrespective of the time 

of the full period of his disablement." 

POISONS & PHARMACY ACT LICENCE 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. Kelly seconded by Mr. Murphy:-

"That renewal of licence under Poisons and Pharmacy Act 

issue to Mrs. Mary Lacy, Monamolin, Gorey." 

CAPITATION GRANTS - MENTAL HOSPITALS 

The Resident Medical Superintendent, District Hospital, 

Sligo, forwarded for the information of the County Council, 

letter from the Secretary, Department of Local Government 

and Public Health, relative to above, and which was aCaDID­

panied by extract from letter written to the General Council 

of County Councils under date 18th October 1938 (No. G.2266 

17-21/38) which pointed out that the 6apitation Grant was 

part of a system of financial subvention, and that when this 

originated grants-in-aid were few and had not attained their 

present proportions. The monies now received annually by 

County Councils from Government sources were very little 

short of the amount raised yearly by Poor Rate. The 

question of the revision of this Capitation Grant could not 

be considered apart from the revision of other grants 

particularly the Agricultural Grant. 

Mr. OtByrne proposed and Mr. Corish seconded the 

following resolution which waS adopted:-
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... 

"That this County Council are prepared to assist in 

every possible way the efforts of Sligo Mental Hospital 

Committee to secure increase of Grant-in-Aid for Mental 

Hospitals. Since this was first established the cost of 

administration of Mental Hospitals shows a very substantial 

increase and in our opinion it is only just and equitable 

that the Government should agree to a reasonable increase in 

the Grant to meet the altered circumstances." 

PROPOSALS FOR PAYMENT 

Mr. Murphy proposed and Mr. Keegan seconded the 

following resolution which was adopted:-

"Tnat the several proposals for payment presented at 

this meeting including proposals for payment to Contractors 

for roads and works as certified by County Surveyor on Form 

22 be and the same are hereby agreed to subject to the 

modifications and any other orders noted thereon and 

initialled by the Chairman." 

RUMOURED CLOSING OF RAILWAY LINE - BORRIS TO PALACE EAST 

In connection with resolution of County Council at 

recent meeting protesting against closing of railway line 

from Borris to Palace East letter of acknowledgment of 

resolution was received from the Great Southern Railway 

Company. 
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