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Laundry Equipment £4,600 a e in accordance ith those of 
tne Co mittee's Consulting Engineer, except that £4,600 for 
the Laundry includes ~l,OOO for contingencies hich more 
properly belongs to Central Heating • 

(3) The Dep rtment's lette or the 16th instant in 
s ta ting toot the Coromi t tee of .,~e.na3emen t rere informed on 
the 2nd October, 1936, t t t e in~ster a.s prepared to 
agree to the orks en~ era ted above being proceeded ith, is 
misleading. Vii t ti e Department did i te is that the 1, in- t, 
ister a prepared to a ee to steps being taken by the 
Coromi ttee to irJprove the Tater Supply, Elactrio Lighting, 
Centraleatins, Bathing Aocommodation, Laundry Equipment 
and t e _efrigerator. At this time, the Committee had 
under consider2tion the development of Kilcarberry for 
Electrioity and · ater Supply t estim ted cost of about 
£18,00 . And, (;i.S t is propos 1 was not.aba.ndoned by the 
Com.l1ittee until la.st April the lmo1icati6H/the Department 's y 
letter t at tne .inister s prepared st October to gree 
to ater Supply and Eleotric Li ting schemes being pro­
ceeded d th at cost. of £1 , 500 £1,200 is misleading. 

(4) ,(i th regard to last para aph in the Dep rtment' s 
letter stating t t the deputation ah1ch 'aited on the De­
par ent ln J .nuary 1936 a eed thp..t if the orks mentioned 
a ove were allowed to proceed, t ey would be satisfied to 
i .. old ver the buildin of a Nurses ' orne, Admission Unit, 
and LJapel until funds were avail ble. I do not think this 
is co recto ",lB.t really 1 'npened is t t Hr . [c1Irdle who 
was spokes.nan for the Depart ent, 441a" t t as regards grants 
out of tne Sweepstake Fun s, the posi ion at the time as 
that t e total of this Fund as £800) 000 while grants up to 
2"i million pounds had been c.lloc~tted 1'01" orks to be carried • 
out a~money became available . ~r . : cAr Ie suggested and it 
as agreed to t.nat the deputation place the proposed 

improvements in t eir order of ur~ency for carrying out, as 
money became available nd 1l.e 10uld place tilis recommenda­
tion be ore the "nister . Accordinbly, it as decided th& 
improvements in the folIo 1ne:; orner, as money became avail-
able oarried out : (1) later Supply, (11) Kilcarberry 
Electrio Po er Develop ent, (111) Refrigerator, (IV) laun­
dry 'q ipment, (V) Central Heating, (VI) Uul1ding of Admis-
610n Unit, (VII) a~tlin~ Accommod,tion, (ViiI) Nurses ' Home, 
(IX) Gnapel. At this conference, ther'e as no mention of t. 
leaving over t e buildln of dmission Unit, although the 
Com ittee ere satisfied to leave over the building of a 
Nurses ' Home and Chapel for a time until funds ould be 
availaol • 

If any other relative inform t10n ls required, I would 
suggest that the Clerk nd myself go down to your office 
for a general discussion." 

he follo""ing resolution was dopted on the motion of 

lly, seconned by • O' Dyrne:-

. ia t, in vie of t e terms of letter from the Depart­

ment of Local overnment nd public e Ith, under date 16th 

October IJ37 1 (80840/~7 LH.(b») pplication be made to the 

},Unister for Local Government and Public Health for sanctien 

to loan of £14075 to ards cost of improvements at Mental 

Hospital, Enniscort y." 
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e following resol tion s adopted on the motion of 

r. O· yrne, seconded by r. Col~er:-

\I lAt reco.lmend t e County Council to insert in the 

provisions of Secon ry and Vocational Scholarship Scheme 

for 1939, clause that only one mem er of a family should be 

granted Scholarship under this Scheme in the s rune year." 

Mr . . J. ~1yer, County heglstrar, came before the 

meetlng an state t t a Blll .s about to be pres-

ented to t e Dail to make provision for the establisbment 

of a second Court so t t one court could deal ith the 

Criminal side of Court business e.nd the other the Civil 

side . Tne Department of Justice ere arr nging for 

Circuits to be put ~n operation in ~ch next . Of course, 

this De rtment !Quld give ounty Councils mple time in 

ioh to provide a secorid Court, and in the meantime, 

-temporary ccommodation could be arran oed . According to 

t e County egistra.r, it s very ecessary to have a Court 

hic 1 ould deal it" criminal appeals. Al thOl gh these 

ere fe t oy at present took about t10 years for disposal, 

and it las possible en facilities were vailable there 

would be more of these ppe Is to be dealt with. Later on 

a requi ition for the provision of t e two Courts would be 

issued. 'rhe Department of Justice recognised that it 

ould tace the best rt of t 0 years to rovide new Court 

If the second court would not be made available the 

mi t be transferre to Wicklo and t is :ould be a con­

siderable 10ES to the town of 'exford, as ell as causing 

very grave inconvenience to all concerne with Court 

business. 

'1' e County Surveyor believe t t e old female 

prison adjacent to County Council offices could be SUitablY 

converted for two Courts and for offices for County 
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eglstrar etc. 

It vas decided tl~t t e County Surveyor submi t as soon 

as possible to the Finance Committee a skete plan of t he 

old tem Ie prison, aho ing how t 0 Courts end offices could 

be provided therein . 

ot lfice 'Cion /Vas receiv d from Insp ctor of tbe Nation­

al Society Prevention of Cruelty to Children ( 1exford 

Branc ) as to propose committal of Josephine Stafford, 

Patric Street, Ennlscorthy (il egitimate), 3 years, 7 

months old, to St . icl el ' s Industrial School, Wexford. 

eferred tolI'. Elgee, County Solicitor. 

LONOON 

Unde date 22nd October 1937, tIe Department of Local 

~ver ent and Puollc Healt (Roads) ~~ote ( . 1 ./111) that 

in cOlUleotion with the above congress 81 d xhibition to be 

held n London Irom 15th to 20th November) 1937 it d 

been represented to t. e Dep rtment that Co nty Surveyors 

s ould e authorised to ttend, provl e the CouncilS ere 

satisfied that suitable .rran ements could be uade tor the 

carryin out of t eir duties during tneir absence . Trav­

ellin expenses and SUbsistence a lo\~nce could be charged 

a~inst this year ' s 0 d Improvement r nt, on the submis­

sion of a certified st tement to t e Department . 

. . Colfer proposed and . Kelly seconded the 

following resolution s adopted:-

ITlat the Finanoe Committee ap rove of the attendanoe 

of County Surveyor B.t t e ROBd Oongress and 'xhibition to 

be held in London fro t e 15th to 20th ovember, on the 

terms and conditions set out 1n letter from Dep rtment of 

Local Government and Public Health (noads) under date 22nd 

October 1937 (l. . /111). 

T t e request t e Department to agree to the atten-

• 
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dance of one Assistant Surveyor (to be selected by the 

County Surveyor) for attendance at .oove Can ess and 

.t,;xh1bitlon, on the same teres and conditions as apply to 

t' e attenaance of County surveyor. 

~J OFfICE 

Unde!' date 23rd October 193'7, t~ e Department of Local 

Gover ent nd public He It (.Koads) vrote LiT. 209/32) 

pprovi of tne proposal of the Council to employ ~essrs . 

J . J . O' Leary d ~c e Kir~an for < fortnight for filing 

ork in [otor i axation Office . 

Under date 22n October 1937 , letter as read from 

Office of ub1ic \:{orks (C. (17/60/1/36) relative to dre lng 

01' carried out at ourto Harbour . ~he Gr nt in this 

case ~ s 450 nd s the cost of dredeing 'a £205· 16 . IOd 

a Paying Order for the tal nee (£244. 3. 2d) due to the 

Council, was forwarded. 

The inanee Committee considered the arrangement 

satiar ctory. 

DR ·AGli -_~ILL A rE....tlOAD 

e resentation signed by 38 r tepayers enlling atten­

tion to t 1e II dreadful conei tion" of the above road during 

'the past yea " and a k ng t .t Sal ethln should be one 

1 t before t~ .. e '; in tel", as ecei Va • 

e signatories pointed out t t t~e gre ter part of 

t ... e road v'a.., tcter-Io ed and a mass of 1101e6 all last 

winter. Durin6 tne yeer t.e road lad to carry bus tr ffie 

to cours1n meetings end air displays Bnd in conse uenee, 

t e surface 1 orn eown to t e botton . 

r e County Surveyor d.-ui tte t t the road as very 

bad but sufficient ,oney n d not been 110e ted for 1ts 

main tenance. 

eferred to CotLnty urveyo to be considered hen 
© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



33 

Council are ealing ith d Vlorks cherne. 

0WX" FO· ETC . 

.' iss k. 'lannery, C st e 1 ill, Enniscorthy, ho 

demonstr ted at t e County Council off'ces t e Forking of 

an lectrolux 0 eaning ac ine, furuis ed quotation for 

this m onine vith all attac ents at £18 . 

nder dcte 22nd October 937, !r. J . J . Keegan, 6 

acken treet, \exford, wrote t t ne as in charge of all 

sales an demonstr tions for lectrolux for ,exford 

nd no other person l d any right to come into it. As a 

matte of fact, in the letter from the Branch ~anager it 

as stated - II have instructed ~iss lannery to keep out 

of ',~exfordl • 

placed ith 

e therefore asked t t the Order would be 

end not itn _.iss Flannery. 

Miss 0 ' yan pro ose "nd . • Colfer seconded the 

folIo int;, resolution Which ·/~l.S ado", t ed:-

liT t the Oounty Surveyor be em 0 ered to purchase 

~ ectrolux c~ine etc . for use in clerning of County Coun-

cil Chal bel' and offices, cost not to exceed £18. n 

ING UP OF 

Under date 22nd October 1937, the De,artment of Local 

overnment and Public e lth (rtoads) ote 1/' S/32 as 

follo s:-

If Ii tn further reference to your letter of 18tn instant , 

I am directed by t e lnister for Loc 1 overnment and 

Public Health to state t t ne will raise no objection to 

continuance for a further period of six months of the pres­

ent ar gement for writing up of recoras at the Enniscorthy 

tac inery Yard. \I 

BUSES C OS ING WEXFORD B ]:DGE 

he follo'lin' letter under w,te 26th October 1937,. 

(hef.F. 35) from the O.nibus ep rtment of the Gre t South­

ern ilw ys to tie County Surveyor was submitted:-

• 
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.. 'lith refere. ce ta my recent intervie·, wnen I infor m­
ed you t at r . ichael oggan, Omnibus Proprietor, Wexfor d, 
1:: d applied tv tne linister for Industry nd Commerce f'or an 
Order cOl'lpulsorily transferring to the Gr'eat Southern f' 11-
wa s he lani:ous Licences ..... ela. by J.1im liHuer t e provisions 
of t e Load .Lransvort Act, 1932, it is the intention of the 
Com y to tru:e over t e services 0 erpted by ~r . Bog n as 
fro. ondey t.ne 1st prox. 

I s all be glad if you ill place before the County 
Council the Company ' s ap~lication for continuance of the t 
use 01 the bridge ne> Ill, I understand, s T 1e He Bridge, 
for omnibus traffic . 

I understand t t, r . Bo n -'lB.6 11o';red to run his 
buse over "this bridg , and for your inform tion I ould 
in O~~ you t t it is not ir.tended to use the actual buses 
pre.::.ently in use by i. r. . &::,an, but to l' eplace these vehic-
les by vehicles f a slmil se tlng calAtci ty, viz . , 20 Y 
seaters. 

l' tllere is any question of red.ucin~ Ule existing 
speed limit on t is brldbe, I can assure you tl t strict 
instructions ',ill be iseued to all concerned to 8.ee t t 
suc s ced limit is strictly ad11ered to. 

::;: t -ill be cppI'ecil: t d, I am sure, thrt if the Comp ny 
is prevented from c ossing this bri :'c i th the buses, it 
"'-il1 se iously inconvenience t e paszenl..;>ers availing of the 
service bet een Oulart pnd 1exford and Gorey and Wexfor d, 
apart rrom any at" er difficulties . 

understand t l!?t Ul.e unladen :rei&hts of the buses 
pro osed to be placed in Wexford are BS follows : 

., 
e ford us 

1 Leyland Cub 
2 rons 
3 It 

19 C ItS. 6 lbs . 
6 11 

e County Surveyor s id thBt gan ' buses were 

registered 'or 1.4. seats instead of 20; the eight of one 

las 2 tons 5 cwts and of tle other 1 ton, 19cwts. as 

re lstel'ed. • s they provided for only 14 seats inste d of t 

20 proposed by Rail ay Company, it cOlld be sid, Umt for 

all practical purposes, the buses hich the 

to run ere a ton he vier than Bogs ds . 

il ay proposea 

e Gh .irman said that the r'oute the buses proposed t o 

use as ver y narrow and was really not capable of car rying 

bus traffic, though it should be acknowledged that the bus 

was most convenient for a 1 rge number of people. Part of 

the road from Riverchapel to Ballygarrett 

full of difficult turns. 

s very b d and 

he Chairman proposed the following resolution hich 

was seconded by • O- Byrne and adopted:-
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"Th- t the ounty S veyor be requested to make to next 

meetin& f County Council, a recom. en tion re ro d and 

bridge on ){exford - i uc ridge nd Oul rt Bua route . 

t the County urveyor be directed to inform the 

Rail ay Company t t they muet run Bo 

t e County Council have arrivea. s.t 

regards tneir application . " 

n l s buaes until 

final decision s 

,fr o Colfer proposed n 

folIo in resolu.tlon which 

r . Kelly seconded t e 

a "dopted:-
I 

II m t offer of . L. dfor, Wygram Place, Wexford, 

to aupply two safes - No . 1. - 16 f1 X 2411 X 15" deep. No . 

2' 3 1 hi Y 21 3' X 21 eep, t 0 dra 'ers at end; t a 

cost of £7 be accepted. I 

Application on behalf of iss lizabet A. Poole, 

llyo en Bri e Gorey for ~40 for bullock whieh, it was 

at teu, as "antonly destroyed, ae received from [eesrs . 

rennan and Godfrey • 

. eferr-eEl to .~r . "lgee, Cc;unty Solici'tor, to defend. 

In connection lit t e cese of ~r. J. J. Kelly, Cedar 

Lodge, osslai:e, or injury to .t is notel end premises by 

lleged delay in carr lng out the 'orl~ of ',idening the road 

in front of his premises, correspondence \!8.8 rea.d fro Mr. 

El ee, County Solicitor andlr • . alger, Solicitor for 

County Boa.rd of ealt eu '-eating e. settlement of the suit. 

It as eci ed t ~t t e ,.atter be left in the hands of 

r . • agee and t lat he consult 'lith wI'. 01 er, Solicitor 

for DO, ra. of Healta. 

t 

y 

• 

-----------.--~--.-----. 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



/ 

3l 

FILING CABI~ETS ETC . 

he follo1ing resolution was Adopt d on the mo t i on 

of r . Colfer seconded ~ Mr . O' Byrne :-

n'J:ha.t the follo "ing requi sition from Count y Secretary 

for of1'ice supplies be gee to :-
t . s . d. 

6 foo l scap Super Pronto iling Cabinvt " 4· 4· 0 

2 .stands for same L 4· 0 

2 Steel Compressor blocks 5. 10 

Calenaar for 1930 wit b se 5· 6 

Box of 50 Speed ay Fil e Fastener's 5· 0 

£6 . 4- 4. \I 

/ 

'f 

• 
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Mr. Corish proposed and Miss OIRyan seconded the 

following resolution which was adopted:-

7 

"That the Minutes of Finance Committee in respect of 

meeting held on 29th October, 1937, be received and 

considered. It 

POUNDAGE TO COLLECTORS: The Secretary stated that the 

Finance Committee would, at their meeting on 12th November 

1937, consider letter from Department of Local Government 

.t 

Iy 
and Public Health as to payment of poundage to Collectors 

who by the 15th November 1937 had lodged 60 per cent of 

first moiety of current rate and last year's arrears. 

DRINAGH - KILLAINE ROAD: The County Surveyor said he 

would send forward to the Department a proposal to do some 

work on this road under the Employment Grant. 

BUSES CROSSING WEXFORD BRIDGE: Under date 4th November 

1937 Mr. L. Maher, Traffic Superintendent, Great Southern 

Railways, Omnibus Department, wrote asking the members of 

the Council to bear in mind the rapid development of road 

traffic and the possibility of an increase in public 

facilities on the Gorey route via New Bridge and the pos­

sible demand of the public for adequate accommodation in 

the buses. He referred particularly to the position by 

which the Company is restricted to the use of a sixteen 

seater bus as he understood from Mr. Boggan that on Satur­

days particularly one 14 seater bus was totally inadequate 

to carry the number of passengers offering, whereas a large 

vehicle would meet the situation. 

Under date 5th November, 1937, Mr. Maher wrote that 

on the 3rd November 1937,29 passengers offered from pOints 

between Gorey and the New Bridge for transport to Wexford 

town and the same number offered for the return Journey. 

• 
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The County Surveyor said that the road up along the 

coast from Kilmuckridge on to Courtown was not suitable 

to bear the weight of Boggan's bus, not to talk of a 

larger vehicle. 

Mr. Corish said that the Railway Company had made 

representations to him and to the Chairman as to the great 

inconvenience which would be caused to the public by the 

stoppage of the bus service, and they gave permission to 

use the Company's smaller bus pending the meeting of the 

County Council. The small bus proposed to be utilized by 

the Railway Company was only 3 cwt. heavier than the 

second of Boggan's buses and the Railway Compiny had 

promised they would observe any speed limit set by the 

County Council in crossing the bridge. 

The County Surveyor said if the bus would stick to 

the slow speed he did not believe much harm would be done 

but he was doubtful if this would happen on all occasions. 

Mr. Kinsella said that the bridge, in spite of the 

bye-law was being crossed by heavy lorries. It would be 

a grave loss to Wexford town if the bus service was sus­

pended. 

The County Surveyor said the unladen weight of any 

mechanically propelled vehicle crossing the bridge was not 

to exceed 2i tons, and for public convenience Boggan's 

buses were allowed to cross though they exceeded that 

weigh~. He had obtained a list of heavy . lorries passing 

over the bridge on particular occasions and County Solic­

itor wrote warning them against the practice, but it 

appeared as if the Council could not stop them. The 

Council had to depend on the Civic Guards for assistance 

and it appeared this was outside their duty. 

Col. Quin said that portion of the bus route was in 

a disgusting state at present. 

The Chairman said the real question at the moment 
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was lf the brldge was capable of carrylng buses and 

simllar heavy trafflc. 

Mr. Ronan sald they should ask the County Surveyor 

for hls oplnlon. 

The County Surveyor sald he would not object to the 

11ghter bus of the Ral1way Company crosslng the brldge at 

a moderate speed. It would not be reasonable to refuse 

the Ral1way Company to use the brldge and to allow heavy 

lorrles of prlvate owners over It. When he came to the 

County the brldge was ln very bad condltlon, but lt was 

not so now. 

Mr. Corlsh asked to what extent would the County 

Surveyor agree to heavler traffic owing to the improved 

condltlon of the brldge. 

The County Surveyor sald he certalnly would not agree 

to an lncrease over the welght of the 11ght bus of the 

Company. 

The Chalrman sald lt mlght meet the case lf the 

Ral1way Company would agree to run two buses of 2 tons, 

19 cwt. each. 

Mr. Walker of the Great Southern Ral1way Company, 

who attended, sald the bus of the Company was a 20 Seater 

and Boggan1s 16 Seater. They had only one Bedford Bus 

of 2 tons, 19 cwts. avallable. 

The Chalrman sald the Company could provlde a second 

slmllar bus. 

The County Surveyor sald that ln the case of a large 

number of passengers offerlng, some of them mlght be 

dropped and picked up agaln. The restrlctlon regarding 

welght did not apply to the road. 

The Chalrman proposed and Mr. Q'Byrne seconded the 

followlng resolutlon whlch was adopted:-

"That notwlthstanding the by-law prohlbl tlng mechan­

lcally propelled vehlcles of an unladen wtlght not 

---------_._--
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exoeeding 2t tons crossing Wexford Bridge this County 

Counoil (as a special concession) agree to allow the Great 

Southern Railway Company to cross this bridge with buses 

of three tons and under, unladen weight. If, at any 

time, the Council ascertains that these buses are causing 

damage to the Bridge permission for its use will be 

withdrawn." 

The County Surveyor said he would have careful 

records kept and see what was happening. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion 

of the Chairman seconded by Mr. Kelly:-

"That the Minutes of Finance Committee in respect of 

meeting held on 29th October 1937 be and the same are 

hereby confirmed and approved." 

PROVISIONAL ROAD WORKS SCHEME 

The County Surveyor submitted Provisional Road Works 

Scheme for financial year 1938/39. The total amount is 

£97,090, an increase of £39,960 over the actual allocation 

allowed for current year. The following shows how the 

Estimate i& made up:­

Repair Main Roads 

Repair County Roads 

Improvement Main Roads 

Improvement County Roads 

Contingencies (including Insurance~ 
Holiday Fund, Relief Votes etc.} 

£. 
53,323 

38,210 

752 

1,180 

3,625 

£97,090. 

The following resolution of Special Roads Committee 

adjourned from meeting of 11th October, 1937, was read:­

"That portion of Grants from Road Fund in acoordance 

with the recommendations of County Surveyor be applied to 

important third class roads. That the County Council be 

recommended to put up for improvement of third class roads 

the equivalent of a Rate of 4d in the £ in addition to 
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4/ 
existing maintenanoe allooation, the Government to provide 

an equal amoWlt." 

AThat further oonsideration of reoommendations of 

Roads Committee be adjourned to next County Counoil meet~ 

and that, in the meantime, report of the Oommittee be 

published in looal Press in order to allow of the County 

Counoil oonsidering any representations whioh may be made 

by ratepayers as to the Committee's proposals." 

Under date 4th November 1937, No. R/SR/l, the follow­

ing letter was read from the Roads Seotion of the Depart­

ment of Looal Government and Publio Health:-

"With referenoe to your letter of the 23rd ultimo and 

enolosure, regarding the adoption of a resolution by the 

County Counoil that portion of Grants from Road Fund be 

applied to important third-olass roads, I am direoted by 

the Minister for Looal Government and Publio Health to 

state tha t having regard to the demands of Main Roads he 

oannot make Grants available from the Road Fund for the 

upkeep or improvement of County Roads." 

The Seoretary stated that up to the present no 

suggestions or reoommendations had been reoeived from 

ratepayers in the matter. 

Col. Gibbon held they should not agree to a higher 

amount than last year as ratepayers were not able to meet 

any inorease. He notioed that the next item on the agenda 

paper was a motion by the Chairman to borrow £20,000, 

whioh he understood was only a beginning for the hospital­

ization Soheme in County Wexford. 

Chairman - It will oover about two-thirds of the 

total expenditure. 

Col. Gibbon said what the ratepayers were oonoerned 

with was what total amount they had to pay, but what they 

were still more oonoerned with was the amount they were 

able to pay. Farmers were not able to pay a largely 
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increased rate and he sathered there would be increases on 

account of loans and on aocount of outdoor assistance. 

He feared there would be more men unemployed this winter 

than they bad had in the past. He proposed that they 

agree to allocate for next financial year s sum of £57,130 

the figure allocated for current year, and that the Pro­

visional Road Works Scheme be sent back to the County 

Surveyor to submit new detailed figures on a basis of 

£57, 130. 

Mr. Kinsella seconded. 

Miss O'Ryan said there would be no difficulty in 

getting everybody to agree that an increased rate was not 

wanted, but at the same time the Council should not come 

to meetings, and ask for additional allocations for roads, 

if they were not prepared to meet the cost. She was 

prepared to consider Col. Gibbon's proposal on condition 

that the members would be satisfied with the County Sur­

seyor's allocation as to how he proposed spending the 

money. 

Mr. T. Redmond said he had moved for the appOintment 

of the special committee as a result of complaints made by 

ratepayers. He could not say if these were general all 

over the County, but they certainly applied generally in 

New Ross district, and pOinted to the fact that the roads 

were deteriorating year after year as the result of reduc-

tion in the Road Estimate for a number of years. It had 

been stated the roads of the County were improving, but he 

challenged that statement as regards New Ross Area. The 

Second and Third class roads between New Ross and the 

Tower of Hook were not fit for the traffic they were 

carrying at present. This was not the fault of the Coun-

cil but of the sudden change from horse to motor traffic. 

Lorry traffic came on these roads quite suddenly with the 

result that in bad weather they became impassable. He 
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had been speaking to a number ot tarmers, and they had 

no objeotion to raising an extra 4d in the £, to stop the 

deterioration ot the roads as they reoognised this step 

was inevitable. If more money than in the past tew 

years was not allooated, they would soon have to spend 

muoh more than 4d in the £, to keep the roads together. 

Col. Gibbon had stated there would be more unemployment 

in the rural distriots this year than heretofore, but he 

(Mr. Redmond) oould not see why this should ooour. The 

proposal to spend more money on the roads would mean that 

men would get a full year's work instead ot being laid 

tor two or three months. 

Mr. Keegan said that when he explained the reason of 

the inorease of the 4d in the £, everybody to whom he spoke 

was satisfied. 

Mr. MoCarthy pOinted out that the Counoil agreed to 

the 4d, but it was entirely oonditional on a Government 

Grant being forthcoming. That day, they had a letter 

from the Department that no funds were available. He 

agreed with Mr. Redmond that the present poor state of a 

number of the roads was oaused by the sudden change in 

the inoidenoe of traffio. But he did not see why they 

should not get an additional grant from the Government to 

help the Counoil in endeavouring to meet the wants ot the 

publio in this matter. It appeared no fund was at pres­

ent available but it was up to the Government to make a 

fund available. At present, they reoeived over one 

million a year in petrol tax and a big sum in taxes on 

imported motor cars and motor parts, and he did not see 

why some of this should not be devoted to putting impor­

tant third-olass roads into a deoent state of repair. 

They should press the Government to introduoe a Bill to 

allooate some of that money to the Councils. Publio 

Bodies should agitate to have present grants tor improve-
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ment of roads increased. 

Mr. Bowe agreed that in certain areas roads war e in 

a bad way, but he had been approached by ratepayers to say 

they could not think of paying 4d in the £ of an increase 

as they were not in a position to meet this extra demand. 

Beyond doubt direct labour had improved the roads. There 

should be a chance of taking money from roads that were 

not carrying big traffic and applying it to roads that had 

become important in recent periods. 

Mr. Corish said that the Council had invited repres­

entations from ratepayers as regards the proposed inc~ease 

of 4d in the £, and as none were forthcoming they might 

feel content ratepayers were satisfied that certain roads 

really needed attention. As for the statement that peoplE 

were not able to pay rates, he had been a member of the 

Council for seventeen years ahd heard this statement year 

after year. In fact, it appeared that almost since local 

rates were imposed certain people (and not those the worst 

off) grumbled about the rates. 

Mr. O'Byrne said they should deal with the Road 

Estimate leaving out of account the 4d in the £ for the 

moment. This had been passed conditionally on a Grant 

being obtained from the Department. After agreeing to the 

Estimate they could again make application and representa­

tions to tne Department for additional funds. 

Mr. Walsh held that the Government should be more 

generous towards County Councils as regards Grants for 

roads. The beet traffic for instance on the roads was 

really most unJurious and Beet was regarded as a national 

industry. Everybody would admit that the traffic occas­

ioned by it had caused considerable damage to many roads. 

Mr. Sweetman said the trouble about the deterioration 

of roads was not peculiar to County Wexford. They had 

the General Council of County Councils raising the point 

- - -- ~ .--- - -- -~ ...... ---- - ~~.-.,.-----

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



" 

and he believed that the question of whether they were 

getting sufficient of the road tax and petrol tax on to 

the roads should be cleared up at once and for all. The 

Council should send on a strong resolution to the General 

Council asking that the whole matter of petrol tax etc. 

should be examined with a view to requesting the Govern­

ment to pass a special Act, if necessary, to provide for 

increased road Grants. The amount now proposed was not 

going to keep the roads in such repair as would meet in-

oreasing lorry traffic. He believed the farmer should 

not be called upon to provide roads for the railway and 

other Companies, to use as highways. Up to the present, 

they had used steel rails and they were now expecting the 

Council to oarry the traffic of these Companies on mUd. 

Col. Quin said they should endeavour to secure some 

Grants through petrol tax. 

Mr. Smyth referred to the fact that farmers in his 

district were opposed to the increase of 4d in the £. Too 

much was being spent on Main and Link roads 1Ihile Third 

Class roads were neglected. Owing to the high valuation 

of the Maccamore district, they would be worse hit than 

other portions of the County by any increased rate. In 

fact, 4d of an increase in other districts would come as 

heavy as 8d on the Maccamore district. 

Col. Gibbon said that 50% of the previous goods 

traffic of the railways was now on to the roads and the 
. 

Council were asked to maintain these roads for such pur-

poses. It was impossible for the situation to continue 

as the 4d in the £ referred to by Mr. Redmond was only a 

drop in the ooean . The County Surveyor had estimated 

that to put these roads in order would cost a quarter of a 

million and it was not worth while imposing 4d in the £ 

on farmers when they could get no corresponding grant 

from the Government. Nobody would contradict the fact 
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that the farmers had to faoe a very diffioult situation. 

The wheat crop this year was only about balf (as far as 

he could make out) as compared with other years. In 

fact, all corn crops were light. They had still to meet 

taxes on farm produce such as on dairy, poultry and cattle 

and pigs. They should really consider the ability of 

ratepayers to pay and in this respect not the rates alone 

but the entire budget of the Council should be taken into 

consideration including amounts paid to subsidiary bodies. 

Mr. T. Redmond said he did not think. the refusal of 

the Department to provide a Grant,.as final. They should 

insist that they were going to spend an extra 4d in the £ 

and the Department should contribute their share. They 

did not want to saddle the ratepayers with this 4d unless 

they could bring the Department in as a partner in the 

expendi ture • 

The Chairman said that undoubtedly the County Survey­

or before the Speoial Committee made a reasonable oase 

for the expenditure of more money on certain Third Class 

roads. The Council were the trustees of these roads as 

public property and there was no doubt they were bound to 

maintain them. It had been stated definitely and emphat­

ically over and over by the County Surveyor that unless 

some prOVisions was made for roads on which unexpected 

heavy motor traffio bad taken plaoe, they would go to 

pieces. And unless more money was provided the roads 

could not be kept in a decent state of repair. It was 

impossible to make improvements in roads without money. 

He proposed that the allocation for the current year 

be increased to £61,775. If the Council agreed to this 

it should be clearly understood that no further proposal 

for road improvement would be brought forward in the 

coming financial year. He had definitely decided to rule 

out of order all proposals for improvement of roads for 
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the next twelve months, if the figure which he now sub­

mitted was accepted, apd in this connection he included 

items ot special works. 

Mr. Kelly seconded. 

The County Surveyor said the Grants received from 

Government last year amounted to £32,000 made up ot 

£11,000 maintenance Grant for Main and Link Roads, 

£11,000 Improvement Grant and £10,000 Unemployment Grant. 

The Secretary mentioned various roads in respect of 

which applications for repair had been recently made to 

the County Council and which had been adjourned for con­

sideration with Road Works Scheme • 

Included was the following notice of motion from 

Mr. Lawlor:-

"That the Council consider the advisability of 

loan to rapair the road leading from Enniscorthy to 

Galba.lly." 

The County Surveyor said that the average price on 

third-class roads in the Saorstat was £24, and two years 

ago Wexford had an average of £11. . If they only got the 

£55,000 owing to having to pay £2,524, £950 and £1,375 

towards employment schemes it would reduce the money 

available for third-class roads, so that it would only 

work out at about £10 a mile. Col. Gibbon said the roads 

were improving. They were not. The third-class roads 

were certainly going back. It WaS said that £4,000 or 

£5,000 would be of little utility. Well, it would cer­

tainly keep the roads from going absolutely to pieces be­

cause that was what would happen some of the roads if they 

did not get a little more money for them. He remembered 

attending a Road Congress Just when motor traffic had come 

in in England all at once. The English Surveyors said: 

Ilyou have an opportunity that we hadn t t. This was sprung 

on us. It is coming gradually to you, and if you take 

-- ~~- --
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the bull by the horns you will have roads that will stand 

i til. They did not take the advice in this country, and 

the result was they had to pay for it now. In those 

days, it was the ordinary motor car that did the damage, 

and since then they had big lorries and buses. The 

Railway Company's buses were referred to, but they were 

for the benef1t of the public, who asked for them, and 

farmers were using lorries to take their produce to 

market. People said that the roads were impassable. 

They were not impassable. They were very bad, but, 

undoubtedly, if the Council did not give a few pounds 

more they would be impassable. 

The Chairman said that recognising the difficulty of 

preserving the roads the amount asked by the addition to 

last year's allocation was not excessive. A farmer with 

£40 valUation would have to pay an increased rate of 

10/-. The petrol tax had gone to the ordinary taxation 

fund and if its produce had been applied to the roads 

ordinary taxation would be higher. It was - though not 

quite - like a transfer of liability from one pocket to 

another. 

In reply to Mr. Kinsella the Chairman said that for 

the half year to the 30th September last the County Board 

of Health had lived within its estimate. He believed 

owing to increased cost of living there would be increases 

in the Demands of Board of Health and Mental Hospital for 

next year. 

Mr. Corish said that very many applications were 

being received from people by the Board for additional 

sewerage and water Schemes. 

Mr. Redmond held that road services should not be 

curtailed because money was required for something else • 

The Chairman considered that public health should be 

- __ - _-_~ - ---.-.-- I 
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their first consideration but, as trustees for the roads 

as public property, the Council were bound to keep them in 

decent condition and obviate any enhanced capital expen-

d.i ture in future years. 

Mr. Sweetman advocated a higher motor tax in the 

case of lorries. 

The Chairman said it was the farmers allover the 

country who were keeping the lorries on the roads. 

Mr. Sweetman said they should take up the whole 

question with the Government. 

After further discussion a poll was taken as between 

£57,130 and £61,755, with the following result:-

For £61.755:- Messrs. Colfer, Corish, Cullimore, 

Keegan, Kelly, Lawlor, Ot~an, Quin, M. Redmond, T. 

Redmond, Ronan, Sweetman and the Chairman. - (13) 

For £57,130:- Messrs. Bowe, Day, Gibbon, Kinsella, 

Mc Car thy , 0' Byrne, Smyth and We.lsh. - (8). 

The Chairman declared the motion to provide a Road 

Allocation of £61,755, carried. 

The following resolution was then adopted on the 

motion of the Chairman seconded by Mr. Kelly:-

"That .£61,755 be fixed as the amount to be spent on 

Roads for financial year 1938-39 and which sum must be 

regarded as the full amount of expenditure under this 

head with the exception of expenditure arising out of 

sudden damage. 

That the Council refuse to entertain for financial 

~ear 1938-39 any isolated applications for repair of 

roads by loans or otherwise." 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. Thomas Redmond seconded by Mr. Kelly:-

"That the Chairman and Vice-Chairman ,of the Council 

approach the Department of Local Government and Public 

Health and endeavour to secure for the important third-

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



• 

class roads by way of Grant the equivalent of the extra' 

road allocation which the Council have agreed to raise 

for next financial year." 

Mr. Redmond said he was sure that from the discussion 

that day they would be able to make it clear to the De­

partment that extra money was required. 

COUNTY HOSPITALISATION SCHEME 

The following motion of which he had given previous 

notice, was moved by the Chairman:-

uThat the consent of the Wexford County Council be 

given to the proposal of County Wexford Board of Health 

and Publio Assistance to obtain loan of £20,000 (Twenty 

Thousand Pounds) to meet the share of County Wexford ot 

their Hospitalization programme." 

This motion was circulated to County Councillors 

on 13th September, 1937. 

The Chairman, in moving his motion, said there were 

three hospitals in course of erection - two almost 

complete - the district Hospitals in Gorey and New Ross, 

and there was also the Fever Hospital in New Ross to be 

dealt with. The balance for the completion of the 

Scheme would be paid from Sweepstakes Fund. 

In seconding the motion Miss O'Ryan said that in 

1930 when allocations from the Sweepstake tunds were made 

available to assist schemes of County Hospitalisation, the 

Board of Health submitted proposals to the Ministry. 

A deputation from the Board waited on the Ministry, 

and after a lengthy discussion of proposals they obtained 

an agreement to their request that an allocation of nine­

tenths of the total expenditure would be made available 

from Sweepstakes tunds up to a limit of £42,000. The 

Board of Health then appointed Architects, and baa an 

examination made of the County's Hospital needs. As a 
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result they decided upon the following programme:-

( 1) 

( 2) 

( 3) 

( 4) 

( 5) 

( 6) 

(7) 

The provision and equipment of a County 
Fever Hospital at New Ross. Present 
estimate of cost 

The provision and equipment of a 
District Hospital at New Ross. Present 
estimate of cost 

The provision and equipment of a 
District Hospital at Gorey. Present 
estimate of cost 

Site developments and other charges 
incidental to the above 

The provision and equipment of a 
District and Fever Hospital at Wexford, 
not at present being proceeded with 

The provision and equipment of a new 
County General Medical, Surgical and 
Maternity Hospital at Wexford, 
estimate of cost 

Renovation, equipment and extension 
of the County Sanatorium, Grianan 
Charmain, at an extimated cost of 

£' .. 
34,000 

22,000 

22,000 

6,000 

15,000 

120,000 

40,000. 

The Board's programme in respect of Hospitalisation, 

excluding from the present estimate the cost of the Dis­

tr1ct Fever Hospital at Wexford, will therefore, entail an 

expenditure of £244,000. 

The Board have at present in hands and nearing 

completion 

(1) A District Hospital at New Ross. 

(2) A rever Hospital at New Ross. 

(3) A District Hospital at Gorey, 

and have partially developed the sites in these cases. 

They are negotiating for the acquisition of a site for 

the County Hospital at Wexford. 

The work at Grianan Charmain is very advanced. The 

cost will be defrayed wholly out of the Sweepstake funds 

and no portion of the expenses will fall upon the rates. 

To meet the Board's share of the £84,000 which will 

cover Hospitalisation expenses, most of which have already 

been incurred, the Board will require one-tenth of the 

expenditure thereafter, which would mean, if the present 
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estimate covers the complete cost, a nett sum of £18,200. 

The motion ' to-day asks for permission to borrow the sum 

of not more than £20,000 and instalments of the loan will 

be applied for only up to the amount required. 

When the Board begins work at the New County 

Hospital, a further loan will be necessary to meet the 

County's share of the cost. 

Since the 30th September, 1934, £68,493 has been 

actually paid in the County in respect of contract work 

on the Hospitals, and this sum has been met entirely by 

advances from Sweepstakes Funds. 

Every member of the Council would be in agreement 

with the requirements of the Board of Health and would 

also agree that they 1n Wexford, should keep in line with 

the rest of the wor,ld and make the hospitals in the Model 

County the best that could be provided in Ireland or 

outside of it. 

The motion passed nem. con. 

CAHORE PIER 

Mr. Corish wanted to know if the County Surveyor had 

any report to make in regard to Cahore Pier. He had told 

them he was preparing some scheme to submi~ to the 

Department. 

The County Surveyor said he had not report completed. 

He had it in hands. 

Mr. Corish said that the fishermen were complaining 

they could not berth their boaDs. 

The County Surveyor said that one of the questions 

asked was if work could be done in winter. Nothing 

could be done in winter. If a grant were given, work 

could be started in the spring. There was no particular 

hurry about the work • 
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DUNCANNON HARBOUR 

Mr. Corish asked what was the position in regard to 

Duncannon Harbour. Various complaints had, he said, 

been made by fishermen that their boats were in danger, 

and he thought the Council made representations to the 

Department about it. 

The County Surveyor said that no doubt there was 

danger to boats. The inner pier was so uneven and rough 

that with the rise and fall of the tide boats got under 

the roughness and were liable to have gunwales damaged. 

He proposed to deal with the matter in the coming Spring. 

Mr. Carish said his information was that £2,000 or 

£3,000 worth of fish was landed there every year, and 

there was a good number of boats there. 

The County Surveyor said they also wanted the inner 

harbour dredged and deepened. The Council had no money 

for that unless they got a grant. 

Mr. Corish - What they want is a proper shelter 

for boats. Would the inner harbour do? 

County Surveyor - It would, if some dredging is 

done in it. 

Referred to County Surveyor for report. 

FETHARD HARBOUR 

Mr. Colfer referred to Fethard Harbour. 

County Surveyor - Really what the fishermen want 

is out of the question. They are not going to get £3000. ' 

Mr. Colfer said that the cost would be £3000 to 

£5000. Along with helping the fishing, the work would 

save the land from erosion. 

The County Surveyor said he would not say that 

altogether. It was possible that it would have some 

effect, but it would not act as a breakwater. 

Mr. Colfer said that if they had a pier it would 

change the current. 
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County Surveyor - When you start interfering with 

tidal ourrents you don't know where you are. We had this 

up before about other little harbours, and we have already 

got small grants allowed, but in regard to a grant of from 

£3,000 to £5,000 you won't get it. 

Mr. Colfer - Supposing we could get a grant of half 

the amount, oould we raise a loan for the other half? 

Chairman - The best thing to do is wait until the 

County Surveyor makes a report to next meeting and the 

Counoil oan then oonsider it. 

Mr. Colfer - This is work that should be oarried on 

in Spring or early Summer. It should be taken into 

oonsideration that by helping fishermen at one side it 

would be saving the land at the other side. 

Further oonsideration of the matter was adjourned 

for report of County Surveyor. 

FLOODING AT BALLINDAGGIN 

Mr. Lawlor said that in Ballindaggin the school 

children had to wade through water owing to flooding of 

road. 

Mr. Ennis, Assistant Surveyor, said there was no 

place for the water to escape. 

Mr. Lawler asked if the pipe at the place could not 

be extended. 

Mr. Ennis said that this would be no remedy owing to 

the situation of the place. If there was a "plough-cut" 

down the field the water might be carried off. 

It was decided that the County Surveyor should 

inspect and report. 

DEFAULTING ROAD CONTRACTORS 

The County Surveyor reported that the following 

Road Contractors were in default as they were not carrying 

out the terms of their contraots:-

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



• 

MR. TREANOR'S AREA:-

Patrick Kinsella, Parklands, Gorey. Road 142 

J. Codd, Ballyscarton, Gorey. Road 143 

Michael Keegan, Grattan Street, Gorey Road 218. 

MR. BIRTHISTLE'S AREA:-

P. Kennedy, Ballyvergin. 

James Doyle, Kiltra. 

MR. CULLEN'S AREA:-

Myles Sunderland, Kilcorral 

William McGill, Ballingowan 

Patrick Mangan, Knocknasilla 

Thomas Walsh, Ballinclash 

John Murphy, Ballyhought 

John Murphy, Inch 

Patrick Kennedy, Ballyvergin 

Edward Browne, Ballyhow 

Reps. Denis Murphy, Johnstown 

Roads 
750, 744 and 745 

893 and 910 

426, 439, 646 and 
647 

444 and 445 

447 

450 

559 and 560 

561 

606 

644 and 645 

648 and 649. 

Mr. Colfer proposed and Mr. Kelly seconded the 

following resolution which was adopted:-

"That the County Surveyor be empowered to proceed 

against defaulting Road Contractors reported to this 

meeting, and their Sureties, or in the alternative, to 

cancel contracts and teke the Roads into his own charge, 

should he consider this step more adllrisable." 

EXTERMINATION OF RABBITS 

Under date 27th October 1937, the Department of Agricul­

ture wrote (Div. I. Sec.2) that the Minister was satisfied 

the present rate of bounty on exported rabbit skins enabled 

exporters to pay trappers sufficiently remunerative prices 
~ for supplies and accordingly, he was prepB~ed to consider -
1\ 

as requested by Wexford County Council - an increase of 

Id per skin in the existing rate of 3d . The large 

increase in the export of rabbits since the inception 

of the bounty Scheme in June 1935 indicated that the 
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destruction of these animals was being carried out on a 

very large scale in all parts of the country. The 

following were particulars of exports for the last three 

years :-
Year. Q,uantity 

1934 1,022 cwts. 

1935 5,802 " 

1936 53,247 " 

1937 (to 30th Sept.) 35,801 " 
The total quantity exported u~ to 30th September 

1936, was 19,406 cwt. 

No order. 

MARRIAGE GRATUITY - MRS. K. FORTUNE 

Under date 28th October 1937, the Department of 

Local Government and Pub11c Health wrote (G.80444/37 Loch 

Garman) forwarding copy of letter to the Chief Exeoutive 

Officer, County Wexford Vocational Education Comm1ttee, 

sanctioning payment of marriage gratUity of £134 to Mrs. 

K. Fortune (nee Powe~) formerly Domestic Economy Instruo­

tress of the County Wexford Vooational Education Commi~. 

It was deCided, on the motion of Mr. Colfer, 

seconded by Mr. Kelly, that the amount, viz., £134 be 

paid. 

DUMP AT BALLYGEARY 

Under date 3rd November, 1937, the Department of 

Looal Government and Publio Health wrote (P.H.73811/37 

Looh Garman) (pg) forwarding copy of Sealed Order made by 

the Minister fixing Area of Charge for the special 

expenses of providing and maintaining a dumping ground at 

Ballygeary ~n the townlands of Ballygillane Little and 

Ballygillane Big, District Electoral Division of St. 

Helen's. 
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ANALYST'S REPORT 

Report of County Analyst in respect of Quarter ended 

30th September last was submitted. The total amount of 

analyses was 254 made up of:- Foods 200; Drugs 41; 

Waters 13. 

Number adulterated:- 2 Butters; 1 New Milk; 

1 Olive Oil; 2 Drugs; 1 Sheep Dip; 9 Waters. 

Of the waters condemned six were submitted by the 

County Board of Health and three from the Wexford Corpor­

ation per County Medical Officefof Health. Four submitte6 

by the County Board of Health were passed as suitable. 

POISONS AND PHARMACY ACT 1908 

On the motion of Mr. Michael Redmond, seconded by 

Mr. Cullimore, the following resolution was adopted:­

"That new liecence under Poisons and Pharmacy Act 

1908 issue to Mrs. Mary Lacy, Monamolin, Oulart, the 

Garda Siochana offering no objection. 

Anastasia O'Donnell, Taghmon." 

Also renewal to 

PROPOSED ALLOWANCE OF EXPENSES TO COUNTY COUNCILLORS 

The following resolution was received from Limerick 

County Council:-

"That as an increase of allowances to our Public 

Legislators seems to be the order of the day we call on 

the Government to pass legislation granting at least a 

pound a day and reasonable expenses to all Members ot 

County Councils for every meeting attended, as the miser­

able pittance of 5d per mile to place of meeting and no 

allowance for return journey is quite inadequate to com­

pensate our Public Administrators fairly. We ask that 

copies of this resolution be sent to all County Councils 

in the Saorstat." 

Mr. Michael Redmond proposed and Mr. Kinsella 

seconded the adoption of this resolution. 
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The Chairman said that in his opinion the resolution 

was not reasonable and had very little chance of securing 

the approval of the Department of Local Government and 

Publio Health. 

substi tuted:-

He suggested the following should be 

"That provision be made for the payment of expenses 

to County Councillors for attendance at all meetings, and 

that this apply to all County CounCillors who do not 

reside in the centre at which the County Council meetings 

are held and to the Journey to and from such centre." 

Mr. Redmond and Mr. Kinsella withdrew their motion 

and the Chairman proposed his suggestion in the form of a 

resolution. This was seconded by Mr. O'Byrne and· adopte~ 

Mr. O'Byrne pointed out that some Councillors 

immediately after the Local Government Elections had a 

dist±nct grievance as resards payment of travelling 

expenses. As elections were held in June and July it 

was impossible for Councillors who were not re-elected to 

attend 75% of meetings necessary to secure payment ot 

travelling expense contributions and the same thing 

applied to new members who were elec~ed for the first 

time. 

LIBRARY ASSOCIATION OF IRElAND 

Under date 13th October, 1937, Mr. James Barry, 

Secretary, Library Association of Ireland, 53 Upper 

Mount Street, Dublin, wrote thanking the Council for 

resolution inviting the Association to hold their 

Annual Conference for 1938 in Wexford . 
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