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"The Committee of above Branch have decided to erect
a plaque in the wall of the Slaney Bridge at Bunclody, to
commenorate the memory of the brave men who fell there in
198. They have instructed me to seek the necessary
permission from your Council to carry out the project."

The following resolution was adopted on the motion
of Mr. Ronan, seconded by Mr. T. Redmond:-

"That the application of Bunclody Branch of 1798
Commemoration Committee, for erection of plaque at Bunclody:
Bridge to commemorate the memory of the insurgents who lost
their lives at this Bridge in 1798, be agreed to, work to
be carried out to the satisfaction of the County Surveyor."

liiss O'Ryan proposed and Mr. Colfer seconded the
following resolution which was adopted:-

"That thie Council will offer no objection to erection |

" of plaque at Horetown, Taghmon, to commemorate the memory
of the Insurgents who lost their lives at the place in
1798."

It was decided that thils work be carried out to the
satisfaction of the County Surveyor.

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of |
Mr., O'Byrne, seconded by Mr. Keegan:- f

"That whefie applications are made for the erection
of plaques or other methods to commemorate scenes of the
Riging of 1798, the County Surveyor be empowered to
approve of these applications provided agreement be forth— |
coming that the work will be carried out to his satisfac- |

tion."

ROCK DRILLERS - INCREASE OF WAGES

At the meeting of the County Council on the 1llth
April 1938, Messrs. Thomas Stafford, Ballyhine, Barntown;
Patrick Doyle, Clohamon, Ferns (Smith); John Kinsella,

Killowen, Kyle (Smith) and Nicholas Carroll, Killowen,Kyle, /|
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engaged @n County Council Rock Drilling Plant applied for an
increase of 15/- in their wages.

Mr. Colfer at the above mentioned meeting gave the
following notice of motion for consideration at the present |
meeting of the Council:-

"That the application of the four County Council employ-
ees engaged on rockdrilling plant for an increase of l1l5s.per

week in their remuneration be favourably considered."

Mr. Colfer was about to move his motion when lMiss O'Ryan1

mentioned that an increasse of 15/— per week was too much. H

The Chailrman agreed.

Mr. Colfer then moved his motion as follows:-

"That the four men engaged at rock drilling, Messrs.
Thomas Stafford, Patrick Doyle, John Kinsella and Nicholas

Carroll, be granted an increase in their wages of 7s. 6d

per week."

ir,. Keegan seconded.

The County Surveyor denied absolutely the statement in
the men's application that they had to work during dinner
hour. They also mentioned overtime, but for this they were
paid on the usual overtime Schedule. He admitted their |
work was the hardest of all road employees. They were paid
£3 per week, the same wages as the Englne Drivers. He was
quite prepared to recommend Ts. 64 extra per week for the
rock drillers, but the Smiths who sharpened the tools had,
in his opinion, a very easy Job, compared with the drill men.
The Smith work in the County Council workshop was much more
difficult and more arduous than that dealing with rock

érilling tools.

Col. Quin suggested that the rock drillers, but not the

Smiths should receive Te. 64 increase per week.
The County Surveyor said he was afraid that this might
cause Jealousy end trouble, but the Chairman asked lr.

Colfer to accept Col. Quin's suggestion.
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After some discuseion Col. Quin proposed and the
Chairman seconded the following amendment:-

"That an increase of Ts. 64 per week be granted to
Thomas Stafford and Nicholas Carroll (Rock Drillers) and
that no change be made in the wages of Patrick Doyle and !
John Kinsella, (Smiths) attending on the rock drillers. ‘

The County Surveyor stated there were two other men |
concerned.

The Secretary pointed out that they could be dealt
with subsequently, as applications from them had not been
submitted to the Finance Committee.

After further discussion Col. Quin's amendment was ‘

put to the meeting and adopted nem. gon.

PAYUENT URBAN COUNCIL DEMANDS

The following under date 5th May 1938 was read from
Town Clerk, Enniscorthy:-

"Referring to your letter of the 20th ultimo relative
to the Resolutions adopted at your County Council meeting
in connection with the arrears due on foot of Demand I am
directed to hand you the sum of £925 on account and to
state that my Council have arranged to meet your Demand
on each quarter day and to pay in addition the sum of £125
on account of arrears.

My Council have now made provision in their Estimate
to meet these charges in future and if your County Council
agree to my Council's proposal for the liquidation of their
debt on these terms no further trouble will arisge. My
Council is of the opinion that the Department of Loecal
Government will not agree to sanction the raisging of a
gpecial loan to clear off the arrears, but the recommenda-
tion will be made to raise a loan in due course."

The Secretary stated that the following showed how

Demands on Urban Counclls stood at the moment:-—
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Urban Demands %o Paid Qutstanding °
31et March 1938.
:
8. B 8 £. 8. 4. £. 8. 43
Enniscorthy 3396. 4. 8 974. 4. 48 2422. 0. 4
28% 72%
New Rose 3193. 6. 6 2394. 19. 9 798. 6. 9
(Ordinary) 75% 25% .
New Rose 285. 0. 0 225, 0. . 9 e e
(Roads) i
Wexford 6876. 9. 5 3440. 0. 0O 3436. 9. §
R0% 50%
£13691. 0. T  £7034. 4. 1 £6656. 16. 6
51% 4% |

Mr. McCarthy said that Enniscorth& Urban Council
could do no more than what they had done. They had paid |
a full year's demand within the year and had agreed to !
raise a special rate of 1/- to clear off the arrears.

Miss O'Ryan proposed the following resolution which
was seconded by the Chairman and adopted:-

"That letter from Enniscorthy Urban Council as to
payment of Demend of County Council be referred to the
Finance Committee for consideration and which Committee is

hereby empowered to deal generally with the payment of

Demande by Urban Councils.”

WAGES OF RELIEF WORKERS

Mr. Colfer submitted the following letter:-

"We, the undersigned unemployed relief workers at
Burkestown, Ballycullane, condemn the action of the Local
Government for reducing our pay by 2s. 64 per week. We,
as married men, find it impossible to support our unfortun-
ate wives and families. We hereby appeal to the Govern-
ment to refund us the 2s. 64 which has been stopped on us.
We also consider it very unfair and unjust to ask us to
work for such a low rate of wages as 26. shillings per week.

Hoping we shall be refunded the 2s. 64 without having to

take further action. (Signed) James Flood, Peter Kehoe,
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Patrick Hurley, John Furlong, Patrick Quirke, William
Burke, Simon Parle, Patrick Neville, Phil Rochford, Thomas
Finn, James Codd, John Whelan, Thomas lMallow, Patrick
Rossiter, Patrick Kirwan, John Rochford."

Mr. Colfer mentioned that these men were working on
a.Belief Grant in Burkestown quarry.

Mr. O'Nelll, Assistant Surveyor for the district,
said the men were working on a Rural Relief Grant.

The County Surveyor mentioned that the men received
only a half day's pay for the half holiday, Saturday,
whereas the ordinary staff of the County Council were paid
a full day's wages. Up to recently the men were not
employed at all on Saturday and received no remuneration
consequently for that day.

Mr. Corish asked how the wages of 26/- was made up.

The County Surveyor said that the men worked for five |
full days - 25/-, plus 2/6d for the half day. The cost
of insurance to the men brought the wages down to 26/-.
The Surveyors were now authorised to use their discretion
in the matter and owing to this instruction the men would
be paid in the ordinary way and at the ordinary County

Council rate.

PRESIDENTIAL ELECTION

Letter under date 14th April 1938 from Department of
Local Government and Public Health (F.36/38) transmitting
copy of the Presidential Electlons Act 1937 and Order
thereunder and pointing out the steps to be taken by the

Council in the event of an Election, was submitted.

ANALYST'S REPORT

The following analysés were made by County Analyst
for Quarter ended 31lst December 1937:-
Foods 263; Drugs 25. Total 288. Number adulterated

5 new milks; 1 Butter; 2 Oliwe Oils; 1 Camphorated 0il and |
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Mr. Colfer proposed and Mr. Kelly seconded the

POISONS AND PHARMACY ACT LICENCES

following resolution which was adopted:-

"That Licences under Poisons and Pharmacy Act be
issued to the following:-
New Licence:

lfery E. Dunne, Main Street, Ferns.
Renewals:
Manager, Boro Co-operative Society.
James J. C0dd,26 & 27 Court Street, Enniscorthy.
James S. Hennessy, South Street, New Ross.

Richard Breen, Commercial Quay, Wexford.

PROPOSALS FOR PAYMENTS

The following resolution was adopted on the motion
of lr. Kelly seconded by Mr. Colfer:-

"That the several proposals for payment (including
proposals for payment to Contractors for roads and works
as appearing on Forms 22 as certified by County Surveyor)
gubmitted to this meeting, be and the same are hereby

confirmed and approved."
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WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL

SPECIAL MEETING - 23rd MAY,

MINUTES

N. J. FRIZELLE,
Secretary County Council.
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A special meeting of Wexford County Council was held
in County Council Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, on 23rd
May, 1938, for the purpose of considering report of Mr.

A. Delap (Delap & Waller - Consulting Engineers, 16
Molesworth Street, Dublin) as to examination of Wexford
Bridge, and the following notlice of motion by Mr. Corish:-

"That, in view of the fact that Wexford Bridge is

incapable of carrying present-day traffic a new bridge be
constructed from Wexford old Courthouse to Ferrybank, the
site of a former bridge."

Mr. D. Allen (Chairman County Council) presided,
also, Messrs. J. J. Bowe, Patrick Colfer, Richard Corish,
Christopher Culleton, Raymond Doyle, W. P. Keegan, John P.
Kelly, William Kinsella, James Lawler, Thomas McCarthy,
Sean Murphy, Sean O'Byrne, Miss N. O'Ryan, Col. R. P.
Wemyss Quin, Michael Redmond, Thomas Redmond, Patrick
Ronan and James E. Walsh.

The Secretary, County Surveyor, County Solicitor and
Mr. A. Delap were also in attendance.

The following report of Mr. Delap (which had been

circulated to Councillors) was read:-
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REPORT

- on -

WEXFORD BRIDGE

61912-13.

Wexford New Bridge, as it i1s called on the map, was bulilt
in 1863 and is therefore 75 years old. It has 30 spans of 40
ft., 2 of 20 ft., and 2 of 25 ft. sach, and one opening span of
50 ft. Total length between abutments of about 1340 feet.
The piers, or bents, between these spans each consist of 8
pilee in a single row across the line of the bridge, the middle
6 at 4 ft. centres are vert.ioale the outer piles Nos. 1 and 8
rake outwards at an angle of 12° to the vertical. The piles,
vertical and raked, are tled together by upper and lower pairs
of wales 12" x 16" and one pair of diagonals of 12" x 6" piteh
pine. Each row of 8 pilea ie capped by a 14" square horizontal
orosshead, and on this crosshead and directly over each pile
rest the main longitudinal beams of the bridge; these beams are
each 40 ft. long, nominally, 14" sq. really and generally about
13" to l}-&“ square. Each beam is strengthened by being trussed
or stiffened with a W.I. tie rod 23" dia. which runs parallel to
the timber beam for its centre third and 2.75 ft. below 1ts
centre line.

The end of each timber beam rests in a C.I. shoe or saddle
to which the tie bar is attached, the 2 shoes of 2 adjacent
beams are coupled and form a saddle on the main crosshead of
gach of the piers. Resting on these longitudinal beams are
0.I. buckle plates about " thick, and on the buckle plates is

about 1 ft. thlck of road material. The road material, the
C.I. plates, the beam itself and the tie bar form the dead load
which each beam must carry. The weight of the shoes, which
are heavy, are assumed to be carried directly by the piers.

The cast iron supports of the tie rods, and the transverse
members which steady the whole, are ignored in adding up the
dead load as they are troublesome to measure up and they are
not necessary to prove the case.

The case 1s, that the bridge as designed 1s not fit for
the loagd it carries.

The factor of safety, which is the allowance always made
for possible faulty material, or faulty workmanship or our own
ignorance, 1ls usually 5 in cases of this sort; that is, for
instance, where wrought iron is used that has a breaking strength
of 25 tons per square inch, it is sound practice to use a factor
of safety of 5 and a working stress of 25 = 5 tons per square
inch.

No engineer with a sense of responsibility will cut down
his factor of safety, it is a sacred matter on which the safety
of the public depends.

In Wexford bridge, as shown by the figures to be submitted,
the factor of safety has been cut down to an slarming extent,
and there is worse still to come. At an early stage of thise
investigation it became clear that of the two parts which together
go to make up each beam, viz., timber and tle rod, the timber is
amply strong, while the tie rod is not nearly strong enough.
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The bridge as designed is not strong enough to carry its own
weight without encroaching on its factor of safety, a thing no
responsible engineer will do. Besides its own welght, 4 ton
loads use it under the present restrictions, this load puts a
gtrese on the bridge 50% beyond the safety point.

A1l this is on the assumption that the bridge is as it was
when it was first put up 75 years ago. This is far from being
the case. IlMuch of the timber is patched and rotten, but the
timber is several times larger than the original loads call for
and it is not the tiber that will first fail.

The tie rods of wrought iron 2%" dia. which give strength
and stiffness to_each beam were always too light for their job
even when full 24" dia. They have rusted badly and their
strength is thus reduced in a number of places to under 2" dia.
in one to 12", and in one case the tie rod is rusted through
and hangs under the bridge useless. In one case, at least,
the C.I. shoe to which the tie rod is secured is broken across
and this tie rod is useless.

There is much more that could be said about the condition
of the bridge, but nothing to modify what this report is intended
to convey, viz., that the bridge - always too light for any
traffic - has become very dangerous; the action of wind and
weather has cut down the margin of safety, which was always too
gmell, to a point where it must soon vanish, and at the same time
the increasing weight and speed of modern traffic all tend to
gtill further narrow the margin on which the lives of the public
depend.

With a full sense of the inconvenience this must cause to
the users of the bridge, the bridge must be closed to everything
of more than one ton in weight on two wheels, or two tons on four
wheels, and these must not move at more than walking pace, and,
further, the bridge must be inspected every day for signs of
failure by a reasonable individual who will be instructed to
report daily to the Council through their Surveyor.

Certain things have been referred to, such as a broken tie
rod and broken or cracked shoes - these should be replaced at
once, unless it is decided to shut the bridge to all wheeled
traffic.

This report has been written im haste and much has been
omitted because the writer considered the matter was of such
importance that it should be brought before the Council with
the least possible delay.

Should anything in this require further explanation, the
writer will be glad to attend and anWwer any questions.
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The following extract from Minutes of Finance
Committee of 13th May 1938 was read:-

*The County Surveyor stated that on receipt of this
report he had interviewed County Secretary and County
Solicitor as to the powers which the County Council had to
restrict traffic on this bridge and in view of the serilous
statements in the report ‘he (County Surveyor) took it on
himself to fence off two spans which were referred to as
defectivwe. As regards weight, he arranged to have notices
put up on the bridge that the maximum load would be 2 tons
(all in) which was a "cut" of two tons in the present
weight. He had fenced off both approaches leaving a ten
foot gap, had also restricted vehicular speed to a maximum
of five miles and had notified the Bus Office that their
vehicles could no longer cross the bridge.

The Chairman said the Finance Committee would approve %
of the steps taken in the matter by the County Surveyor,
and asked Mr. Delap who was in attendance, if the bridge
would be worth repairing.

Mr. Delap replied in the negative. This was not an
off-hand opinion, but was borne out by his close examina-
tion. They would not - in the ordinary course - erect a
timber bridge on the site which would be capable of carry-
ing modern traffic and to erect a grand new bridge of
modern congtructional materials on the present rotten
structure would be waste of money. The present bridge had
to bear two loads (1) the dead load which was the welght of
the bridge itself, and (2) the live load, viz., vehicles,
passengers, etc., passing over it. The dead load even
produced a strain which was undesirable, but when added to
the live load the strain was much greater than was legltli-
mate on the standard engineering figures universally

accepted. They were cutting the margin of safety in the
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design of the bridge by half and it could not stand up to
that. No bridge would now be erected in accordance with l
the plans of this bridge. The only reason which preventeif
him from telegraphing to have the bridge closed completely
was because it had been so carefully and constantly looked
after. He admitted that by leaving it open even to light
traffic they were taking a certain risk but as it would be
watched day and night this risk would be greatly minimised.

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Miss O'Ryan seconded by Mr. Kelly:-

"That we approve of the action of the County Surveyor

as regards restriction of traffic ete. on Wexford Bridge
and, in view of the serious nature of the report of Mr. .
Delap we empower the County Surveyor to close this Wexford |
Bridge to all traffic should the occasion arise. Any per-
son who brings traffic over and above the regulations

published by the County Surveyor will be prosecuted. That
the County Surveyor be further empowered to employ day and
night watchmen at the structure to ensure the safety of
the public. And we also empower him to take such further
action in this matter as he may consider necessary."

The Chairman said that as regards alternate route to
Wexford the Ballyboggan road should be strengthened to
carry the traffic which was up to the present utilising
Wexford Bridge.

The County Surveyor said he had met heavy lorries
travelling what would be the alternate road - Kylecross to
Castlebridge - which would be about 4 miles.

The Chairman proposed and Mr. 0'Byrne seconded the
following resolution which was adopted:-

"That County Surveyor be instructed to put Ballyboggan
road - Kyle Cross to Castlebridge - into such a condition
of reﬁair as will allow of its use by modern traffic. That

he apply to the Department of Local Government and Public
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Health for a State contribution to enable suitable repair
to this road being carried out.

That & special meeting of the County Council be held
on 23%rd May, 1938, at 2.15 p.m. for consideration of Mr.
Delap's report and of notice of motion by Mr. Corigh as
regards erection of new bridge.

That copy of Mr. Delap's report be furnished County

Councillors with agenda paper for above meeting."!

The following resolution was adopted on the motion
of the Chairman seconded by Miss O'Ryan:-

"That extract from Minutes of Finance Committee
meeting of 13th May 1938 relative to Wexford Bridge sub-
mitted to this meeting be and the same is hereby confirmed
and approved."

In reply to Mr. Kinsella the County Surveyor sald he
had no objection to the Bus service using the alternate
route Kyle Crogé - Castlebridge and was prepared to give a
permit to that effect. If they applied to the Ministry
for approval he would not oppose the application.

The Chairman said he would be glad if Councillors
would put forward any matter they belleved should arise
out of report of Mr. Delap and put any questions which
occurred to them to Mr. Delap in order to elicit the
fullest informstlon.

Miss O'Ryan asked if the tle rods could be repaired,
as 1t appeared from the report the timber was all right,
and able to carry ordinary traffic wathout danger.

The County Surveyor said that to replace the defective
tie rods the whole structure should be dismantled. A new
beam without any work on it would cost about £15 and he

believed it was more expensive to put in tie rods than to

put in a new beam.

Mr la id the t t be d.
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In the first place, the tie rods are an essential part of

the beam. The beam itself will not carry the load without|
the tie rod, and the tie rod that was in the thing the
firet day was not a match for the timber. It was less
than a fourth of the strength of the timber. The tie

rode are anchored by beautifully designed castings at the
end, into which the beams sit, and these are bored out for
the tie rods of the particular size. The shoe and the
beam and the tie rod are all vital parts of the bridge.

You can't alter any one of them without altering the whole f
lot. The timber was strong enough for its share of the ‘
work but the tie rods were not strong enough to aid the
beams. The tie rods were never right. Steel tie rods |
would increase the strength.

Mr. Murphy referred to references in the report as to
"design of the bridge not being fit for the load" and that
"as designed the bridge was not strong enough to carry its
own - dead - load without enckoaching on the factor of
safety". All this was on the assumption that the bridge

was as designed 75 years ago and as if it had never

carried present day ordinary traffic.

In answer to Mr. Keegan, Mr. Delap said he did not ‘
know if the piles were sound or defective. The top was so\
bad 1t wae not worth while bothering about the piles. i

The County Surveyor said that as the piles were in |
alignment it could be assumed they were sound under water. |

Col. Quin suggested that the present tie rods of 2%
inches should be replaced by tie rods of 5 or 6 inches.

Mr. Delap sald there were 480 shoes to be dealt with
and it would be a big and expensive Jjob to replace these.
And even if the new tie rods were of steel they could not

bring the bridge up to the weight of modern traffiec.
Mr. Culleton belleved it would be waste of money to

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES



replace the tie rods for the extra amount of strength
they would secure.

Mr., Delap said he gathered the Council would like to
repeir the bridge for at least about 2% years during which
e new bridge would be in course of construction as the
complete closing of the bridge for this period could not
be contemplated. He believed if the Council desired to
carry out sufficient repairs to extend the life of the |
bridge to say ten years the expenditure would be so high
that the proposal would have to be ruled out. He was
prepared to furnish estimates for both periods. Probably
the partial reconstruction of the bridge for a further life
of ten years to carry light loads would run to £20,000 or
£30,000 after which they would have to build a new bridge.

The Chairmen said that what the Council desired to
know was the present condition of the bridge.

Mr. Delap sald the bridge was not safe enough to
carry itself; it was holding together from sheer habit.

Mr. Doyle contended that it would be necessary to
have the services of a diver to present a really accurate

report of the condition of the structure; otherwise, there

would be obscurity as to its exact condition. Could thay'.

take it that the fact of the plles being in alignment
presented absolute proof of thelr soundness under water?

The County Surveyor said that as a result of inspec-
tion in 1911 by Mr. Ryan, Engineer, Dublin, the piles were
found to be in good condition. As they were in perfect
alignment from end to end, it could be assumed so far as
he knew they were sound; there might, of course, be a
certain amount of wear from sand.

Mr. Kinsella sald that to spend £30,000 as estimated
by Mr. Delap to extend the life of the bridge for ten years
would be throwing money away.
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Mr. Delap said that the question of what the bridge
was like under water was no concern of his as at the time
of his inspection he found the timber better than he
expected and the tle rods in a terrible state making the
bridge dangerous.

Mr. Doyle held it was absolutely necessary to have

the portion of the bridge under ¥ater examined by a diver
before the Council committed themselves to anything. It
was 27 years since the substructure was examined.

Mr. Keegan said when they arranged for a report as
to the condition of the bridge he believed the Council

considered this report would cover the entire structure,

and not the superstructure only. For the money it cost

he could not regard the report as satisfactory.
In reply to Col. Quin, Mr. Delap said it was possible

to put a new "top" on the bridge but at very heavy expen-
diture and to his mind prohibitive expenditure for the

value received. A lot of timber is rotten and when he

referred to the fact that the timber was amply strong he
meant taking it as a whole.
Miss O'Ryan said that the bridge was capable of such
repalir as would allow it to carry the traffic which had

utilised it to the present. She thought the County

Surveyor or some member of the Survey Staff should have

from time to time seen any actual defects in shoes or tie
rods.

If this had been done there would not have been

the necessity to take measures to inform the public they

were crossing the bridge at their own risk.

If the faulty
shoes and tie rods had been replaced the bridge traffie, as! '
at present, could have gone on. In her opinion, a good
case for the repair of the bridge to last thies generation

could be made.
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The County Surveyor sald when repairs had been
completed last year it was found some tie rods were
defective. These and some shoes had been repaired. As
all defects became apparent they were attended to.

Miss O'Ryan saild if the defective rods and shoes had
been looked after by lnspection from time to time they
would not have the pannicky report now under consideration.

The County Surveyor sald he could not replace the
rods and shoes at any earlier period. Since he came to
the County he had been continually meking good any defect
found in the bridge.

Miss O'Ryan held that if the tle rods referred to by
Mr. Delap had been made good prior to his examination they
would not have the present pannicky report.

Mr. Corish was of opinion that their whole discussion

ghould centre round the opinion of Mr. Delap that the
bridge was dangerous.

Mr. Culleton pointed out that bits of patch work
repair here and there would not put the bridge into a
satisfactory condition. The structure would have to be
compietely stripped and any repairs to make the bridge
safe - even to a limited degree - could be carried out only
at a prohibitive cost.

Mr. Walsh said that as the report of Mr. Delap dealt
with the superstructure only it was not sufficient to allow
the Council to arrive at a proper decision. He feared
they were called together on a wild goose chase as they
understood they were to have a report covering the entire
structure.

The Chairman pointed out that the margin of safety
dealt with the lowest possible minimum load the bridge
could carry.

Mr. Delap said they had no right to encroach on the
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factor of safety universally accepted everywhere.
The County Surveyor said in reply to query by Mr.
Corish that the bridge could be sufficiently strengthened
to allow of it teking four tons, all in.
The following under date 2lst May 1938 wae read from
the Chalrman, Wexford Development Association:-
'A meeting of the Wexford Development Association was
held in the Chamber of Commerce, Wexford, on the 20th
instant and I was asked to forward the following resclutim
to you for the consideration of the Wexford County
Council:-
"That we, the members of the Wexford Development
Associlation,desire to draw the attention of the Wexford
County Council to the serious position brought about by
the discontinuance of the Bus Service between Kilmuckridge,
Blackwater, Curracloe &c. and Wexford, due to the closing

of Wexford Bridge to heavy motor traffic. A very notic-

able decline in trade has taken place since the gessation

of the service, which in our opinion constitutes a serious

menace to the trade and prosperity of our town and we ‘
respectfully ask the County Council to instruct their {
officials in consultation with the representatives of the
G.5.R., Bus Service tp provide, at the earliest possible
time, al alternative route by which the district at present
cut off, may be served by motor transport as heretofore."!
It was decided, on the motion of the Chairman,
geconded by Miss O'Ryan, to furnish the Development
Assoclation with copy of recommendation of Finance Commltise
of 13th May 1938 directing the County Surveyor to put the
alternative route - Kyle Cross-Castlebridge - into a
sultable condition of repailr to carry the traffic, which

up to now had utilised Wexford Bridge route.

In answer to Mr. Keegan, the County Surveyor said he

believed that within the last two years the bridge had
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carried loads of eight to ten tons.

Mr. Keegan held this had a great deal to do with
bringing about the present situation.

Col. Quin was of opinion that if the bridge was
repaired and a low speed limit imposed it would be safe
for the present.

The County Surveyor said to strengthen the bridge to
carry four tons all in would cost between £9,000 and
£10,000.

The Chairman believed the weight after repair should
run to at least five tons.

Mr. Culleton held that after the Council had spent
£10,000 or £12,000 on the repairs referred to that day the
public would not be satisfied and rightly so.

Mr. Corish then moved the following motlon standing

in his name:-

"That, in view of the fact that Wexford Bridge is

incapable of carrylng present-day traffic,a new bridge be
constructed from Wexford 0ld Courthouse to Ferrybank, the
glite of a former bridge."

He pointed out it was easy to take extracts from Mr.
Delap's report and read into them certain meanings, but,
he contended the report should be considered as a whole.
As for the statement that the tle rods and shoes etec. could
be repaired at a cost of £10,000 the cost might be consid-
erably more when the bridge was stripped and probably other
matters needing repair discovered. He considered the
suggestion to pateh up the bridge very bad finance and only
putting off the evil day at enormous cost. If the repaired
bridge was going to last only ten years it would be 4iffi-
cult to get a Bank to give a loan for ten years, because
that period was a problematical one. The annual repayment

of a loan for ten years would be almost half the annual
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cost of repayment of a loan for 35 years for the cost of
a new bridge. When the repairs were finished no engineer
could venture to glve the County Council a lease of the
life of the bridge. It would be a Jerry-bullt structure
at the best. After money was expended on repairs Mr,
Delap had said very definitely that the bridge would not
be equal to modern traffic and it would be merely placed
in the position that the County Council thought it was in
up to a short time ago. It was not fair to leave a town
like Wexford, which was dependent for a good deal of its
trade on the area which the bridge led to, depending on
such a bridge. If the proposed new bridge cost £100,000
the County Council could look forward to receilving one-
third of the cost as a free grant from the Government.
That was the usual proportion given to local authorities
for such work. Assuming they got the loan for the pro-
posed bridge repayable in 35 years, under the same condit-
ions as the Local Loans Fund gave, the cost of repayment

to the ratepayers would be only 2%& in the £. At a

previous meeting he gave in detall the incidence of the
rate on various classes of ratepayers and the amount was
very small, The few very large ratepayers in the County
would not, he suggested, grumble at the money they would
have to pay for the bridge. If the loan was for 40 years |
it would be a little over 24 and for 50 years the rate
would be only 24 in the £ plus £102, In view of all the
circumstances and the fact that Wexford town had been very
badly hit for a number of years by the state of Wexford
bridge, he would ask the County Council to pass his propos-
ition. Col. Quin suggested that the bridge was in its
present state because the County Council officials did not
prevent certaln traffic from passing over 1it. If 1t was
necessary to have a Guard on the bridge to prevent traffic

passing over at a certain speed it was a very precarious
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position for the people of Wexford to occupy from the
point of view of trade. It would cost several thousand
pounds to repay the loan necessary to make the present
bridge right for ten years and at the end of that ten
years the Council would have to undertake the building of

a new bridge and undertake the payment of :‘.}_!ggd.a year for
T
the purpose for 35 years. The present bridge was extreme-

ly dangerous. and the position was extremely serious from
the point of view of the County generally.

Mr,., Kelly seconded the proposal.

Mr. Kinsella said if the Wexford Harbour project was
not going ahead the County Council might put some of the
money voted for 1t into a new bridge.

Mr. Corish replied that the Government were not in
agreement with the harbour scheme of the Harbour Board,
and that Board had postponed consideration of the scheme,
but were to get a dredger to keep the harbour clear.

Mr. T. Redmond said the members should have a clear
idea that the quarter of a million they voted for the
harbour project would be scrapped before they decided to
build a new bridge.

Chairman - You may reasonably assume that when the
Government did not approve of the harbour scheme it will
not go on because it was contingent on the Government
putting up one-third of the cost. If a bridge was
required they would have to provide for it irrespective
of any other scheme.

In reply to Col. Quin the Chairman sald it was open
to the Council to rescind the resolution agreeing to
contribute to the improvement of Wexford Harbour.

Mr. Doyle said if engineers could satisfy the Council |
that the bridge could be repaired at a reasonable figure
to give it an extended life of ten years, owing to the
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condition of the ratepayers and the country, the people
according to present prospects, would then be in a better
position to face the expendlture for a new bridge.

Miss O'Ryan sald the Council could not take a vote on
the question of the bridge without having before them an
estimate of the cost of repairs to the present bridge. If
a new bridge is required, every member of the Council would
vote for 1t but if the old bridge could be repaired to

serve during the present generation, she thought the menmbers §

would agree to repair it and leave the erection of the new |
bridge over for some time. Even with repalrs the bridge
could not carry all kinds of modern traffic; but it would
carry the traffic it had been carryBng up to the present
and a little more. She thought in that case the people
"over the water", as the area was called, would not have a
big grievance. If the lighter traffic such as private
cars could cross, and if the heavy lorry traffic had to

take an alternative route it would not be a very big
inconvenience and against that these people could say they
had not to pay for a new bridge. She suggested the
Council ask for particulars of the cost of the repairs and
the probable life of the repaired bridge and the possible
cost of the new bridge.

Mr. Keegan asked if any guarantee could be given that
with the new tie-bars the bridge could carry a five ton bus.
That would cater for a lot of people. The alternative
route would cater for people wanting to carry 5 to 10 tons,
and they were only five or six in the whole County.

The County Surveyor sald that the £10,000 would only
replace the ties but beams would have po be replaced.

Chairman - They are the ordinary day-to-day wear.

County Surveyor - If you don't put them in when you

are doing the ties you would have to ppen up the whole lot
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again. The beams cost £15 each, without any work on them.
There are 240 of them. Nobody contemplated repairing the
bridge to carry 10 tons. Possibly five tons would be the
maximum. I would be inclined to stick to four tons, but
4% tons might be allowed if it covered a 26 seater bus.

After further discussion the Chairman proposed the
following which was seconded by Col. Quin:-

"That the County Surveyor be directed to prepare
Estimate as to the cost of repairs to existing Wexford
Bridge." Proposing his motion the Chairman
geld &fter repair they did not expect the bridge to carry
9 or 10 tons. He did not think the New Ross bridge or
many of the other bridges in the County could carry that.
It would be sound policy for the Council to spend £10,000
on the bridge to repair it to carry ordinary traffic. He
had come to the conclusion that if Mr. Barry had replaced
the bad tie-rods last year before Mr. Delap examined the
bridge they would not have had the alarming report Mr.
Delap had given them because there would not have been any
reason for it.

Mr. Delap - I dlssent from that.

The Chairman said the bridge had carried whatever
traffic was going over it. He denlied that Wexford town
had been badly hit by the state of the bridge except during
the past fortnight when the buses did not run. It was not
hit before that time. The repayment of the £10,000 on a
35 years' loan from Local Loans Fund would be £592 per
annun and if they could get 20 years' service from the
bridge he contended this would be good value. The cost
of a new bridge after allowing for a 331% contribution from

the Government would be for 30 years £4§72 per annum and

for 35 years £3904 per annum. The County Surveyor put in
beamg every time they were required and there was nothing

in Mr. Delap's report to prove there is anything wrong with
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them. They could provide 66 new beams for £1000.
Referring to loans the Chairman said that this County
and other Counties were probably at the peak period of
this generation for housing activities. In Wexford they
were bullding hundreds of houses, and they had a number of
sewerage and waterworks schemes and were building four new '
hospitals. They had to deal with coming schemes for a
new County Hospital, which would cost a minimum of £120,000
at present building prices, and the County would have to be
loan for
responsible for £40,000 of that,/which would have to be
raised during the coming year. There were 20 or 25
villages that required sewerage and water schemes at £1,000
each within the next 10 years. If they were going to
raise another £70,000 for a new bridge, he had been told,
although he did not know if it was true that they would
need an Act of Parliament to enable them to do so.

Mr. Corish disagreed with that statement.

The Chairman sald very likely when the building booﬁ

was over materials would be cheaper and the Council might
be able in twenty years' time to erect a new bridge at
considerably less than the present estimated figure of
£100,000.

In reply to Col. Quin Mr. Delap said that the
Government of Eire accepted the figures of the Ministry of :
Transport for a definition of "modern" traffic, viz., 11
tons per wheel.

Chairman - It can be assumed that modern traffic in |
this country is up to 12 tons. There are very few
heavier loads on the roads here.

Mr. Delasp sald the Ministry of Transport loading
allows 50 per cent off for impact caused by speed.

In reply to Mr. Corish the Secretery said that the

amount outstanding on County Council Loans and the amount
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of Loans sanctioned but not received was £79,497. The
amount outstanding on the ordinary loans for Mental
Hospital Committee was £6276 and for the new improvement
scheme £14075.

The following statement gave the indebtedness of
County Wexford Board of Health and County Wexford Board
of Assistance:-

Wexfo Board of Heglth

Due to Borrowers 31-3-38 £4g2734
1

Recelved since 3100
£465834

Loans for houses approved by Co. Council -
1000 houses - £250000
Village Schemes - 1
410000

Amount received which is included

in above figure 106600
Water Supplies & Sewerage Schemes -
Amounts approved but not yet received:
Ferns Water Supply (balance)
Bunclody Water Supply (balance)
Gorey-Courtown Water Supply
Ballindaggin Water Supply
Oylegate Water Supply
Taghmon Water Supply

Gorey Sewerage Scheme

Board of Agsistance
Outstanding 31-3-!38
Balances due -

Amounts approved of but not yet received:-

Completion new Hospitals - £20,000
Provision new Dispensaries - 13,000
Dispy. Residence at Killenagh - 2,000
Dispy. Residence at Killanne - 2,000 37,000

New Co. Hospital (Est.)

120,000
£166.027
Wexford Board of Health as above: £769,234

do. 43,258
b 6
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Mr. Corish said that if the County Surveyor would say
that in his opinion the repaired bridge would carry
reasonable traffic he would not insist on the propositim
to spend £100,000 on a new bridge. He hoped the repairs W
would be done in qnick time if they decided to carry them
out and that there should be some finality about the
matter at the next meeting. It was a very serious matter
and he would agree to adjourn his proposition to the next
meeting.

The County Surveyor said it would not be possible to

|
provide a detalled report and a hard and fast estimate by \;

next meeting of the Council. No one would be prepared to
give a considered estimate until after he had seen the
bridge completely stripped.

The Chairman's motion to obtain report and estimate
from County Surveyor was then put and passed, further
consideration of Mr. Corish's motion being adjourned until
the annual meeting of the Council on 27th June.

ANNUAL LEAVE COUNTY MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr. Colfer seconded by Mr. Culleton:-

"That the application of County Medical Officer of
Health (Dr. C. Bastible) for his annual leave from lst to
30th June (inclusive) be agreed to."

The Department of Local Government and Public Health
wrote under date 2lst May 1938 (P.H.15392/38 Loch Garman)
that the Minister had approved of the annual leave for the

period.
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