
j 

ould be satisfied to keep them supplied ~ith gelignite as 

up to the present. his ls, of course, entirely a matter 

of the relative expense of the two methods of keeping these 

quarries supplied." 

The County Surveyor said that in some Counties a spec~ , 

Explosives Officer had been appointed to deal with the 

carriage of explosives and the blasting of quarries. The 

Department of Local Government and Publio Health, he under­

stood, favoured this view. He did not agree lth the 

statement 'of Ur . Brunis that the person appointed ould not 

be able ' 0 deal with blasting. If the proposals ot the 

four Assistant Surveyors ere acceptable he ould reoommend 

for appointment as Explosives Offioer, DaVid Reck, lorry 

driver, Courtnacuddy, Enniscorth;y, ho had at the moment a 

knowledge of the use of gelignite nd ho, ith instructions 

from the ach1nery OVVerseer, ould be perfectly oompetent. 

The U chinery Overseer s, in fact, by request of the 

Assist nt Surveyors, often present at some of their large 

blasts. The an he recommended (Reck) as very careful and 

trustworthy and he (County Surveyor) was certain that if the 

Cmunty Council agreed to the apPOintment the work ould be 

ell carried out. He (County Surveyor) had prepared 

.detailed figures deal1ng with costs. Under present oondit-

ions s regards large blasts the County Council paid for 

transport ls. 6d per mile, being 1/- per mile for lorry 

conveying exploSives and 6d for escort car of the Garda 

Siocbana . ~ith the proposed arrangements 

lorry could convey the stuff t say 4d per mile and esoort 

o r would be 6d per mile . This would give them transport 

at lOd as against ls. 6d per mile. They used in large 

blasts for ye r up to 31st March last, 8~ tons of gelign1te 

and for small blasts It tons. The normal figure per annum 

as larger than this, being from 12 to 14 tons. He 
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~ 
oaleul ted the travelling at 1463 miles whioh work out at 

~ 
£110. For small lots the only extra as the cost between 

the tr nsfer of insuranoe of motor cars of ASSistant 

Surveyors into higher olass to cover the conveyanoe of the 

small parcels ot explosives. his would mean about £15 

per annum. If they acoepted the proposal of the Insurance 

Company for the five Surveyors at £30 each 

to the cost. If ten tons of gelignite ere distributed by 

County Council lorry he est1m ted the mileage - al10 ing for 

oa11s i~ supplies t quarries - at 1700 miles. This, at 

4d per mile would be £28. The escort car, hieh was only 

neoessary for large blasts, could be put down t £36. 

ages to Reck ould be £26. Total £90. Should they have 

to insure the new explosive officer the oost could not 

exoee £30, amount for an Assistant Surveyor. By the y 

the Insurance Company quoted £2500 for injury and £5000 

compensation for aft 1 aooident. The total figures 

including the quotation for the insuranoe of the Assistant 

S~yors ran to £260 as against £120 or saving of £140. 

The plosive Offioer 19ht be engaged one day per week at 

transporting gelignite and blasting and the balanoe of his 

time ould be taken up oonveying supplies such as oil etc. 

to quarries. 

ss ot yan said t t Assistant Surveyors should be 

present hen blasts took plaoe but could r em in out of the 

danger zone. 

Mr. {cCartby and the Chairman a eed. The latter 

pOinted out that a regards insuranoe even if the County 

Counoil d1 not etfect any lnsur nce they ere a good mark 

for all their servants in the event of acoident 9r death. 

After disoussion the following resolution as proposed 

by iss O'Ryan seoonded by • MoCarthy and adopted:-
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It t e recommend the County Council to approve of the 
-

recommendation of the County Surveyor as to the appointment 

of David Reck J Courtnacuddy, nniscortby, s Explosive 

Off1cer; t t his ges be increased by 10/- per ek and 

th t he carry out transport of explosives and a range tor 

blasts in quarries. This ppointment is not 1n any B:3 to 

relieve Assistant Surveyors of the responsibility of seeing 

that the work of preparing rock for blast has been etfioien~ 

1y carried out and t ing proper care for the s fety ot the 

public and the or en in the quarry hile blast is in 

progress. 

TE ORARY STOREK CHIUERY YARD, ENNISCORTHY 

Under te 22nd June 1939 the rollo ing report was 

from County Surveyor:-

"I beg to report, for the information of the Finanoe 

Committee, ttl have carefully examined into the ork in 

charge of the Storekeeper (Martin O'Leary) at the achinery 

Yard. He has now been at work close on three months, and 

though • O' Kennedy, from my Office, has been with him on a 

number of ocoasion , and the aohinery Overseer, and blaok­

smith at the yard have given him every assistanoe he has not 
• hown hi self eqUal to the or required. I am, therefore, 

reluct tly obliged to recommend his disoharge, and I su~t 

that he be glven one eek's notice as from Saturday, 24th 

inst t. 

I suggest to the Committee that I should be authorised 

to tryout some other man for this Job, as it is of very 

gre t 1m ortance that the work should be 

If I am al10 ad to act in this rna er I ould not be tied 

do to more than a eek or two trial of ny man until I 

obtained one ttl considered ould be, or could be made 

effioient. On arriving at suoh oonclusion I ould then 

submit full particulars to the Committee for their sanotion 
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The follo ing resolution as adopted on the motion of 

r. Colfer seconded by • Keegan:-

"That the County Surveyor serve artin O'Leary, 

Temporary Storekeeper l Enniacorthy Machinery Yard, with a 

eek's notice of the tc natlon of h1s employment ana,that 

the County Council be recommended to empo er the County 

Surveyor to make such rrangements as he considers adVis ble 

to have the storekeeping at luohinery Ya~d effioiently 

carried out, the person employed for this ork to be 

on wee -ly basi • \I 

CUSH GAP (BLACKWATER) 

The following under te 19th June 1939 s read from 

Mr . P. O'Brien:-

"Reference to my letter of 17th April 1939 to County 

Surveyor relative to the removal of Water Ohute at Gush Gap 

1 at November and endangering of the Pump there by same, I 

reoeived ackno ledgment of a e from his Dep~ment on 24th 

April 1939 but nothing further. 

matter so far as the residents ot this towns land are con­

cerned with vie to saving their only supply of Water for 

Human cons tlon from the Sea. Besides the prevention of 

ashing a aY the springs this Chute as erected there years 

a.go to prev nt destruction to lands and houses by overhe d 

ater and it it is not erected there before the floods of 

the coming inter the ater Supply 111 be gone. 

It appears the Officials concerned do not realise the 

proble f cing this townsland ho so cater for a large 

amount of Visitors during the Summer and I ould ask you to 

place t e matter before next e ting of your Counoil ~or 

direction. ' 

The County Surveyor said that the hole coast, in the 
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v10inity of allyconn1gar as being waaned away. 'l'hey' put 

up special protection wor s and pecial large concrete 

blooks but they ere all shed way. The Counoil could 

do nothing at the place . 

It as decided t t the sta tement be supplied by County 

Surveyor to Mr. • O' rien, Eallyconnigar, Black ter. 

APPLICATION ~AIR BALLYVOODOCK(BLACKWATER} LANE 

Under date 11th June 1939 the follo ing s read from 

~r . Aidan mpsey, Ballyvoodock:­

"I beg to make applioation to the County Oounci;t to have 

Ballyvoodook Lane rep ired. It is ln a terrible state in 

the Winter t e J almost imp ssible to traffic. It auld 

not coat a terrible lot to put it in rep ire Trusting the 

Council 111 see their way to have it repaired before next 

Winter . II 

The folIo ing resolution was adopted on the motion of 

r. Keegan seconded by r. cCarthy:-

"T t the applicat10n for repair 

be scheduled for repair under inor Relief Schemes Vote.' 

C 

The follo ing under & te 8th June 1939 was re d from 

tthe penoer town, lurrintown :-

"I beg to apply for £3 damages to a gate on the road 

slde, hlch s burned through a barrel of tar hich a 

spilled going on fire and burning the gate posts." 

The C unty Surveyor said the 01 im of ~r . Rowe 

forwarded to the Insuranoe Company for consideration. 

Appll0 tlon under 17th June 1939 as read from 

eeers. • J. O'Connor & Co., Solicitors, exford, 

of Patrick Whelan, Fa1rfield, Rathaspeok, exford, that 

compensation for injury to his fingers and hand p ld up to 
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that 

tated 

at the r te of 27/- per eek 

te, and, a it s lleged, he 

sal's. O' Connor & Cc. claimed t 

have contInued. 

/ 

d ceased as from 

as totally incapaoi­

t . yment should 

The Oounty Surveyor stated t t the app11catlon had 

been referred to the Insurance Compa.ny. 

pplioa tlon under t 17th June 1939 s reoeived from 

r . H. J. 1zelle, 011cl tor, Ennlso rthy, clalmln ~ oompen­

sation for InJl~ to 1111 1nsel, ilton, Ennlscortby 

(18 ye S 01 ) knooked do at Dunanore, lsoortby, hen 

00111s10n oocurred between cycle rIdden by Kinsella and 

10 ry, the property of the County CouncIl. 

The County Surveyor ed that the matter had been 

referred to the Insurance Company. 

INSURA1'CE "PART T Ett RNfE CO ECTORS l.'TC. 

~he folIo 11ng und.er " te 16th June 1939 (7895/36) a 

rea.d from epa.!' ent f Local Government nd Pub110 Health 

(N tional Health Insuranc Seetion) :-

ItI directed by the nister for Local Government 

Public H alth to refer to your letter ~f the 1st instant 

cont inln oopy of resolution pa~sed by the Fin lce 

Co ttee of the Viexford County COW1cil r commending th 

pa nt ot t·o ye_r I arre s of contributions due for 

eer in te ColI etor 6nd Sheep Dipplng Inspeotors, ho 

are employed by the Cow~cl1, and I am Iso to refer to your 

letter of the 2n i st~nt to ~r . Le hy, Inspector, inquiring 

the t of two ye re' rre 1'9 of contr1bution due in 

respect of the offici Is concerned. The total arrears of 

.~at10nal e Ith an Insurance contributions due up 

to 2nd pril, 1939 is in the particulars furn1shed you 

by Mr. Leahy as £111 : 12 : 8 and two years arrears ould 

amount to £49 : 14: o. 

I am, ho ever, to refer you to the letter to you from 
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this Department of the 17th ultimo in hieh it is pointed 

out t t the mister bas no authority to remit any arrears 

of contributions hleh have aocrued since J uary 1932. 

hie Department is In oommunlO tion with the Department 

of Industry and Commerce regarding the amount of Unemplo en 

Insurance contributions due and a further communication will 

be sent to you. " 

The following resolution w s adopted ~ the motion of 

the Chai n s~Qonded by • o' Byrne:-

It, t Oounty Seoret ry and County Solloi tor be 

to arrange Conference i th • rtin Le by, Inspector 

National Health Insurance Acts, ith a view to arriving t a 

possible ettle uent re p ents for Insurance Arrears of 

"part time" te Colle r,s and Shee Dipping Inspectors . " 

~ t BALLXVELIG , C ILE : The followIng under 

te 15th June 1939 a re d from Dep rtm~nt of Eduo tion 

(Saeon y duoation Branoh) :-

1i th referenoe to your letter of the 17th ultimo 

enolosing Extraot fro inut s of Finance Committee of your 

Council 'relative to the c-sa of Laurenoe Jordan, St. Peter's 

o 11ege. Wexford, on behalf of ho an applio..,tlon for the 

rene 1 0 his Scholar hip for fifth year has been made , I 

to st te t t the matter 111 be considered in oonnection 

ith the recommendation of your CounCil for the renewal of 

the chola.rsh1ps for the school year 19)9-40. n 

OF SCHOOL: 

19 th June 1939 a read from .' r. 

Statlo~ star , Fermoy:-

• 

he follo ing under date 

cConv11le, ilway 

"As I ve unfortunately, for he Ith re ,sons, been 

transferred here fro Enniscorthy s1nce Febru ~f 6th 1 at I 

beg to apply t o your Council for the f vour of tr sterring 
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the burs&ry held by my son, chard cConvl11e. He is now 

at the Christian Brothers Schools here and I 111 much 

ppreci te the favour in vie of the excettlon~l circum­

stances. 1 

The follo ing resolution s adopted on the motion of 

Mr. Kelly seconded by • McOarthy:-

IT t the County Council be reoommend d to ap rove of 

bursary of icbard cConville being held t 

Brpthers t Schools , s from Febru ry 1939." 

:;;;A=NN;.;,.;U_A=L:...,;;;.;;=.;;:~G;;....;::.CQYNrIY COUNCILS t GENERAL COUNCIL 

Notification as reoeived from the Secretary to abOVe 

t t tne Annual meetin ould take place during Horse Sho 

Week (Au .at 8th to 12th inclusiv ). 

Any matter for Agen 

26th July 1939. 

should e furnished on or before 

The Chairman said if members notified t.he County 

Secrete.ry of any matters t my desired to r lae their requests 

ould be conveyed to t e Genera.l Council ot County Councils . 

CROS ABEG ROADS 

The following resolution aa adopted on the motion of 

·ias O'Ryan seoonded by • cCartby:-

t, as reque.ste by County Surveyor, the County 

CounCil e recommended to authorise the County Surveyor to 

e end 250 on repair of ro ds used as bus route in the 

vicin1 ty of Croseabeg, amount to be included in next year 's 

Road 'Works Scheme • This expenditure has beoome neoessary 

in order to deal with the extra eavy traffic these roads 

have ~o bear conse uent on t e olosing of exford Bridge 

all heavy otor traffio.·1 

IH!ANNOCK D INAGE AP~ 

The follo ing resolution as adopte on the motion of 

r. olByrne seoonded by li re Kelly :-

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



lit 

IIThat applioation be made for the withdrawal of £40 

from the special fund (Cuffe Est te) set asi e for the 

rep r ot embankment t ilmannoc . I 

OAD 7Q 

r. OINeill, ae1st t urveyor tor the distriot, wrote 

it s i tended to rove number of corners on Road 70. 

The landor.ners oonoerned dead to the removal of trees, 

puttilS baok fences and removal of 11, the oompensati on 

e.ch cas to be "I. Tl tol10 ing er, the lando ers 

ooncerned :-

eesr's . John Power, Kil"bride, Dunoannon. 

illiam Finn, Poultur, Fetha.rd. 

J. Cahill, C oolroe) B llyoullane . 

~he folIo ing resolution was adopted on the motion of 

r., O' Byrne econded by A r . l cO rtby:-

12:'} t, s reoommend d by"' . 0 ' ~el11, Assist nt 

Survey l"') ' in his reo ort to ConntY' Surveyor under date 27th 

April 1939, £1 oompensation be paid e oh of the folIo ing 

land holders in resp ct of e1 ent of corners on' Road 10 :-

asars . Jo 1 Power, Wl1lia.rnFinn'" dJ. C 111. ' 

QKlIEE 

he follo l.ng, dated lOt June 1939, W S 1'e d f rom r . 

J . Kennan Cooper, Solicitor ( uaY, Wexford), for Mr. J es 

Bo ,0 ensto :-

KOn the 15th ultimo ycu ere kind enough to send me an 

extra~t from a eeting of the County CounCil held on the 

May . 

y client, 1!r. J mes Bogs n, W S 1n here to- d y 

infor s me t t oattle broke into his meado sometime 

the 24th ultimo and t t pparentlY nothing has been done to 

m e the ~enclns good and under these e1roumst noes I shOUl d 

be uoh obliged if you woUld kindly 1 t m hear from you and 
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state what attitude the Oounty Counoil propos to take up 

th reference to this atter. ft 

he following re ort by r. Birthistle, Assist nt 

Surveyor , to t e County urvey r, under te 21 t June 1939 

s read!-

In reply to yours of t e 19th instant re above y I 
-

state that at the County Council feeting on 8th ay I 

s sted to the Council that if e repl ced. the fencing but 

on • Bo ts side of the stl'e the Ie matter might 

b solved. 

he Council ere tully sat1eflee.:. lth my e l anation 

of the hole matter and deoide that it as a matter for the 

p ties concerned to se tIe o.tj.g themselves . " 

It as decided to ;c'eter t e correspondenoe in the 

matter to t e unty Surveyor d County Solicitor. 

The 1'0110 ing report of ! . lrthiatle, Assistant 

Surveyor, to County urveyor under date 21st June 1939 s 

re d:-

"I attach" 10 day notice served on Mr . R. Brett, 
-'Tanner Hill. 

You 111 remeber my pointing out this shore to you. 

It takes sufface ater from the public road 3 and so 

drains a lga hollo on t e lands of r . Esmonde,Ba11inaas. 

Brett closed up the outlet and in a permanent fashion 
. 

and so far s made no offer at removln the obstruction. 

Prooeedings should be taken. 

The fo120 in resolution ~S adopted on the motion of 

Mr . OtByrne seconde by r . Kel1y :-

"That the County Counoil be reoommended 

ings against ~r . R. Brett, Tanner Hill , for interference 

ith ro d shore at Ba11inaas . " 
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BALLYFADD LA 1E 

The follo 'fing undel' d8 te 21st June 1939 as rea.d from 

1 r. John Hp.ckett, B .llyf"",dd, Inch:-

III beg of you to "'ve this lane l~ ding to my house on 

the list for repair . nd !ldening 8.G it is in a very bad 

state." 

The following r solution 88 adopted on the motion of 

r. eege.n seoonded by r. O'Byrne :-

It h t 11yfadd Lane be liste'! for repa,ir under Unor 

. elief c lames Vote. I 

ROAD WORKS IU ORB DISTRICTS 

The 1'0110 ing under te 21st June 1939 (/RS.32) s 

re d from De artment of Local Government d Public Health 

(Roads) :-

H ith furUler reference to your letter of 12th ultimo 

I am direoted by the inister for Local <bvernment and 

public Health to state that fees are not payable to Surveyo~ 

ho c rry out road orks financed by grants in Urbrtn 

Districts." 

The Secretary st ted this letter s in reply to a 

resolution of County CounCil in suppor of resolution from 

New Ross Urban Oouncil t t r. p. Olleill, Assistant 

Surveyor, should be allowed grant fees for ro d orks 

oss Urban District 10 respect of which special arrangements 

as to quarrying etc. h2.d to be m de by Mr. O' Neill. 

The Co ty urveyor l'eported the. t e.s regards erection 

of abov, to Old Ross Creamery by the S elbourne Co- operative 

Society, he had seen the plan d it ould not OaUse obat 

tion though it was ltlun 30 feet of the public road. 

No order. 
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T foll0 ing under deto 17t June 1939, as re d from 

John • obln on, Bryanstown. oulksmills :-

"I ltlng to s your permission to t e away the 
~ 

II t 0 round atones" t t ere on top of the piers at Porters 
-
Gate ne Loftus 11, Fet I'd, 00. ,exford. 

e piers ere t en down ~bout a ye go, and the 

two round stones are ly1ng beside hv I'o d still. 

I d el1quirles e from-. P. 011el11 and he s id 

I could prob bly get then if ad your per iasion. 

I would very much 1 ';c" to et hem, partly for senti­

ment 1 reasons as my Grandtatl or and Uncle, • R. Robinson, 

lived in 51pde tor ye s an~ staYed tlera lot hen a boy~ 

It as decide~ to aco nd the County C uncil to make 

no order in the m~tter as the County Council m de no claim 

to the c epping stones referred to in communic tion of Mr. 

R binson. 

BLE ETO. TES 

The folIo 1ne quotations ro received for pr1nt1ng of 

TempoI' ry Uncollect ble .. c; tes tl..'ld Irreo )verable Rates L1sts+ 
£.. s.. d. 

1. ed~ond ros., Ennlaoorthy 11. 10. 0 

2. 

3· 

4· 
5. 

E ho, nniscorthy 

John n 1 h & Co., exford 

he Free Press, exford. 

Tho Peo ... le, • exford. 

. The followL"lg l'esolutlon s 

r. Kelly econded by • O'Byrne:-

16. 16. 0 

20. o. 0 

24. 8. 0 

26. 15· 6. 

dopted on the motion 

'That the tender of dnond Bros., Ennlscortby, for 

printin' lists 11. 10 . 0 be ocepted on the 

of 

distinct un era tanding t t ,ark must be oompleted lthin 

three oeks after reo lpt of copy." 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



) 

:@l!LE FLY (TR CATTLE) ORDERS 

The folIo ing resolution it s adopt.ed on the motion of 

the Ohai rman sec n bd by Yr . ,eU rtby:-

.. hat the some ount as last ye r, Viz ., £20, be paid 

to t e Assistant Secretary for clerical dut ies urlng 19; 9 

~reatment periOd vnder the YLrbJ.e Fly (Tveatment of C tt1e) 

Order, subject to th- B8.nction of t.he Dep I' ment of 

Agrlcul ture . 
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The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. Kelly seconded by Mr. Colfer:-

1That the Minutes of Finance Committee in respect of 

meeting held on 23rd June 1939 be received and considered." 

BLASTING OPERATIONS: Mr. Keegan moved the confirmation of 

the recommendation of the Finance Committee. 

Mr. Lawlor seconded. 

The County Surveyor said that the Finance Committee 

not acoept the proposals of the four Surveyors; it was 

modified to the extent that the Assistant Surveyors should 

be in a responsible position but that the man appointed as 

Explos1ve Offioer should deal with the transport and handling 

of explosives; in other words the manual work 1n oonnection 

with the blasting. The Finance Committee were of opinion 

that the Assistant Surve~ors should still be responsible and 

that as regards insuranoe they would be covered by Common 

Law and would of course, in the case of injury receive 

whatever the Court would allow. 

The Chairman said that in the case of public bodies he 

really did not see what advantage it was to have insurances. 

As a rule the Insurance Companies made a handsome profit out 

of the business of public bodies. 

Mr. Birthistle said the ASSistant Surveyors would like 

to make further representations in the matter. 

Mr. Keegan withdrew his motion and it was then decided 

on the motion of Miss O'Ryan seconded by Mr. Corish that the 

matter be referred to the meeting of Finance Committee on 

7th July 1939 for further report and that the Surveyors be 

requested to attend this meeting. 

TEMPORARY STOREKEEPER, MACHINERY YARD, ENNISCORTHY: Mr. 

Corish sa1d that, according to the Temporary Storekeeper, 

the latter did not get fair play and records whioh would 
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to Mr. O'Neill, Deputy Surveyor, for his servioes in the 

New Ross Urban area. It was most unjust and unfair, oon­

sidering the exoellent work he had done, that the Minister 

oontinued to turn down resolutions requesting adequate 

remuneration. The Minister should be asked to re-oonsider 

the matter. The Urban Distriot Counoil were satisfied that 

any remuneration to Mr. O'Neill should oome out of the 

grants. The total amount granted for maintenanoe by Looal 

Government Department approval was £25 to County Surveyor whe 

allowed half of this to Mr. O'Neill. 

Mr. C orish seoonded and said that the Counoil should 

strongly urge the Department to grant the applioation in Mr. 

O'Neill's oase for the exoellent work he did in New Ross. 

The Wexford Corporation bad endeavoured to have fees paid 

their Borough Surveyor but the applioation was absolutely 

refused. 

The proposition was passed unanimously. 

On the motion of Mr. Keegan seoonded by Mr. 'Lawlor, the 

following resolution was adopted:-

"That Minutes of Finanoe Committee of 23rd June 1939, 

as submitted to this meeting be, and the same are, hereby 

oonfirmed and approved exoept in so far as same may have been 

altered or amended by resolution adopted at this meeting." 

APPLICATION FOUR ASSISTANT SURVEYORS HE SALARIES 

The following notioe of motion (adjourned from meeting 

of 8th May 1939) stood in the name of Mr. Corish:-

"That the resolution of Wexford County Counoil 

applioation of four Assistant Surveyors to have their 

salaries plaoed on inoremental soale be resoinded and that 

the Counoil reoonsider their deoision as regards the 

applioa tion. " 
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Under date 26th June 1939 letter was read from Mr. 

Nicholas Ffrench, General Secretary, Irish Local Government 

Officials' Union, asking that a deputation consisting of 

himself, Mr. J. J. Cl;nton, Deputy City Treasurer, Dublin, 

and Mr. Liam O'Cearbhaill should be heard by the County 

Council in connection with the application. ~ of the Assistant 

Surveyors. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Jtr. Corish seconded by Mr. Kelly:-

uThat Standing Order requiring seven days' notice of 

attendance of aeputstion to County Council be suspended to 

allow of the deputation from the Irish Local Government 

Officials' Union being heard by this meeting." 

Mr. CoriSh, in moving his motion, said the reason he 

gave it was because he did not think the matter had got due 

consideration at the last meeting. He was not laying any 

blame on the Committee who did consider it but suggested 

that all the facts were not before them to enable them to 

arrive at a definite decision. The Assistant Surveyors, 

through the medium of their union, were asking to be put on 

increment of salaries which would bring them ultimately to 

a maximum of £400 per year through increments of £15. He 

understo~d that they submitted a list of the salaries of 

Assistant Surveyors in other Counties to the Committee and 

he thought it would be admitted on looking over these 

salaries that the Wexford Surveyors were in a very disadvan­

tageous position. It would be found on examination of the 

list that in twenty out of the twenty-six Counties the 

Assistant Surveyors were on an incremental scale and that 

all bad better salaries than the Wexford sruveyors. In 

regard to the service of the four Surveyors who were 

for increments, Mr. Ennis had 21 years, Mr. Cullen, 16 years, 

Mr. Birthistle, 16 years and Mr. O'Neill, 14 years service. 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



, 

Their salary at present was £275 per year. That was the 

maximum so far as they were concerned, as they were affected 

by present conditions, and as they believed the mind of the 

Council to be on the matter. It would be suggested, as it 

had been suggested, that certain fees were paid to them over 

and above the amount that was received as salary, but that 

also applied to the other Counties in connection with which 

figures have been quoted. Just at random, he would submit 

certain figures in connection with other Counties. In 

Clare, which he did not think could be said to be a very 

County, the salary was £300, and by annual increments it 

reached £400 ultimately. In ]bnegal, which was not a very 

rich County, they had eleven Surveyors. They started at 

£250, and increments ultimately brought them to £400. In 

Longford the salary was something approximately like in 

.Wexford, but coupled with that the Surveyors were acting as 

Town &rveyors and had a good salary for that. In Meath, 

there were six Surveyors, and they had inorements on the 

scale that it was suggested should be paid to the Wexford 

Surveyors. In Waterford they were in the same position _ 

they had annual inorements that enable them to reach £400 K 

ultimately. He submitted that it was unfair that they 

should treat their Assistant Surveyors in a different way to 

that in which their colleagues were treated 

Comparatively speaking, Wexford was a richer County than some 

of those he had mentioned. It might be pointed out - as 

pOinted out in the letter sent by the Local Cbvernmant 

Offioials' Union - also that the roads in Wexford were 

difficult to maintain on account of its being such an 

intensive tillage County. There was a large number of 

by-roads that required special attention in consequence of 

that. No one oould blame the Surveyors for trying to 

improve their position and for not being satisfied to remain 
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as the lowest-paid of their class and he asked the County 

Council to accede to their request. If their terms were 

conceded, it would mean this year an amount of £60. It 

would take about at years to reach the Jja.ximum for which 

applied. He asked the Council, in order to breat the 

Surveyors with the consideration they deserved, to agree to 

the increments. He formally moved that their request be 

acceded to, and that they be placed on an incremental scale 

to enable them to reach ultimately £400. The cost when 

they reached the maximum would be approximately one-third of 

a penny in the £, and in order to get content amotngst the 

Surveyors, who, he thought, everyone would agree, had done 

good work on behalf of the County, and who were ready to 

co-operate with the Council in every way, he asked that they 

be treated as tileS' shoUld be tz'e&ted as; were Surveyors in 

other Counties. 

Mr. Kelly, in seconding, pOinted out ths.t the mileage 

of roads in Wexford County in proportion to its area was in 

excess of road mileage in any County in Great Britain and 

Ireland. 

Mr. Ffrench, Secretary to the Irish Local Government 

Officials' Union, having thanked the Council for receiving 

the deputation, said the Council would be wanting in their 

duty to the ratepayers if they did not make proper provision 

for their Surveyors. Speaking generally, tha loyalty and 

efficiency might be impaired by any grievance or sense of 

inequality under which they believed they SUffered. Having 

referred to the figures given by Mr. Corish to prove that 

the County Wexford ASSistant Surveyors were the lowest paid 

in Ireland and the actual years servide of these Offioers, i~ 

was hardly to be oonceived that the Wexford County Council 

would tolerate the posttion that professional men who had 

the spending of a very large sum shOUld receive such a low 
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salary as £5 per week. The present Ministry recognised 

that in all services graded seales of salary were essential. 

for that efficiency which they all desired, for that ~alty 

which was essential in Local Government service, and he 

suggested that the Council would readily recognise that only 

on an incremental baSis could the matter be satisfactorily 

fixed. 

Mr. Clinton also thanked the Council for receiving the 

deputation and said he would like to emphasise the conditkns 

of the Assistant furveyors in the County. 

doubt about the question of remuneration. 

There was no 

It was the 

in the ~ty-two Counties. The Union had the figures 

supplied to them from the various members of the1r organisa­

tion and they found that Wexford was on the lowest basis. 

As far as they could gather, the road expenditure in the 

County was £70,000. That was a b1g responsibility and 1t 

required deep thought and consideration on the part of the 

men who had the spending of it. He asked the Coune1l to 

meet this reasonable request of the Surveyors. 

Mr. Laim O'Carroll, the third member of the deputation, 

asked the Council to consider how necessary it was that 

grave oons1der~tion should be given to the applicat10n of 

the Assistant Surveyors (who had to supervise the spending 

of £70,000) an application which at the moment would mean an 

inorease of only £60. No one would attempt to contend that 

even the 'maximum salary was an excess amount for the wervioes 

of profes1onal men • The Assistant Surveyors had a very big . 
Job to keep everything gOi~from year to year. 

Mr. Doyle contended that the sala~~es of Wicklow 

Ass1stant Surveyors were even according to the f1gures 

supp11ed by the Associat1on, lower than in Wexford. 

Mr. C11nton said the Wicklow salattes were £260, £250 

and £205 but there ware also fees for act1ng for the Board 

of Health and two of them were acting as Town Surveyors. 
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Exact figures could not be given, but it was eVident the 

figures were certainly in advance of those in Wexford. 

In reply to Miss o· Ryan, the County fhrveyor said that' 

a sum of £25 was allowed for supervising the maintenance 

of the Roads in New Ross Urban Area and Mr. O'Neill, 

ASSistant Surveyor, received £12. 10. 0 out of that. 

Miss OIRyan said that £12. 10. 0 was a contemptible 

figure for the work for which Mr. O'Neill was responsible 

but she asked the question in order to have this question 

of payments made perfectly clear. Continuing, she said 

that on a previous occasion when they discussed the remuner­

ation of the Surveyors, she believed the County Council were 

not at all adverse to treating them in a very generous ay, 

but the question came up of a unified engineer~ng service, 

and she thought that that cut across the matter. At the 

time they considered making the Surveyors' position better, 

a scheme was discussed - and recaived, she thought, very 

favourable consideration from the CounCil - of having a 

general engineering service, and that a man would have a 

smaller district, do all types of engineering, and that 

instead of having engineers for the Health Board and County 

Council, there would probably be the same number of engineers 

and the districts made smaller, with one chief engineer ovet' 

all. It was believed that if they had a Ch '£f Engineer in 

the County, ultimately responsible for the spending of all 

the money for subsidiary Committees as well as the County 

Council; business would be more simple. If they had a 

central engineering system she did not for a moment believe 

that the CounCil would act in an ungenerous way, but she 

thought the matter was held up for that reason. She did 

not want the engineers to think that they did not want to 

have them as well paid as in any other County, but for 

pay they wanted a better and more comprehensive Engineering 
service. 
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Mr. Doyle was of op1nion that a case had not been made 

for an increase. It was very difficult to Justify an 

increase when one took into consideration all the salient 

factors. It was his opinion that if they gave an increase 

it would place the Council in a false position. They had 

to take into consideration the treatment they gave to other 

employees of the Council when they came before them, and the . 

treatment they might have to give them in the future, if 

were going to create a precedent in so far as salat~es were 

concerned, by increasing them as in other Counties, perhaps 

richer in their way_ They WOuld, he thought, establish a 

precedent which would place other employees of the CounCil 

in a position to ask for an 1ncrease on the same baSis as 

given to the engineers. If they treated all employees 

alike, they would automatically place on the ratepayers, he 

supposed, an increase of £12,000 to £14,000 and he thought 

everyone was aware of the difficulties of the times . In 

regard to the pOint that Surveyors were the worst paid in 

Ireland, he did not find that to be the case on the figures 

the association submitted. Under the circumstances, he 

thought the Council should consider very oarefully before 

giv1ng an inorease which might plaoe them in a very false 

and difficult position afterwards . 

Mr. T. Redmond said he aoted as the Chairman of the 

Sub-Committee that considered the applioation. The 

Committee considered every aspect of the matter most care-

.fully. Noth1ng new had been introduoed that day by ltr. 

Corish or the deputation. He, personally , never thought as 

hard of anything as he did of turning down the applioation at 

the Committee meeting, because he knew all the Surveyors so 

well and knew of their good service and efficienoy. There 

ere np better Surveyors 1n the thirty-two Counties than the 

County Council Surveyors in Wexford so far as service and 
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· efficiency were concerned. The Committee considered every-

thing most minutely and in view of the financial state of 

the Council which had been referred to at the previous 

County Council meeting, that it was only by cheeseparing and 

most careful at~ention to the financial side that the 

business of the Council could be carried on at all, the 

Committee, after two hours' consideration reluotantly arri~ 

at the oonclusion that they could not grant the applioation. 

Nothing had happend.d s1nce to change his opinion. The 

Committee were unanimous 1n their decision. They only 

asked that the matter be deferred until the financial 

condition of the Council improved. He considered it 

inopportune that this should be brought torward atter such 

a short time, a couple ot months atter that deCiSion, 

expecially when nothing ne was brought out to support the 

present proposal. The condition ot the Council had not 

improved and was not likely to improve for the ramiinder ot 

the financial year. He could not possibly support the 

motion. He could not see the necessity for bringing on the 

motion so soon after the decision of the Council. 

Mr. Walsh said that as a member ot the Committee that 

examined the application~ he had been Just as reluctant as 

Mr. Redmond to turn it down. The Committee could not see 

how they could recommend an increase on the budget that the 

Council had adopted. It had been pointed out when the 

election ot Chairman was taking place that day that betore 

the end of the year probably the Council would be abOlished. 

I Why not wait and let their suocessors deal with this? Some 

people might question their right to claim to represent the 

ratepayers as their three years ot otfice had long since 

expired. The Committee did not say the Surveyors were not 

deserving of an increase but they did claim they did their 

best in th~ circumstances. 
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Mr. Bolger said that he came there to oppose increases 

in salaries. It was not a popular thing to do, but the 

was not opportune for increase~ in the present condition of 

the country. The harvest proppects were very bad. It 

not a time to increase the salaries of men who would not be 

hungry or in hardship and who have fat salaries already. 

The farmers had men working in the fields and could not pay 

them. One big farmer told him that if he got the best 

labouring man in County Wexford to work for his board alone, 

he could not afford it. The farmer could not pay~he stan-

dard wage of 14s. He would oppose any increase. 

The Chairman said the Council had gone into this 

several time in the last three or four years. An effort 

was made to Unify the eng1neering services of the County 

Council and subsidiary bodies, such as the Board of Health 

and other bodies and possibly if that could be done the 

eng1neers would be entitled to some increase. But nothing 

came of it. The engineers had not the salaries that their 

status as profesional men deserved, but 

travelling expenses. If portion of the travelling expenses 

could be included in the salaries of the Surveyors it might 
~ be advisable as the amount adjusted would count for purposes. 

11 

He proposed as an amendment to Mr. Corishls motion the 

following:-

"That further consideration of the motion to place the 

salaries of four ot their Assistant Surveyors on an 

tal·basis be adjourned to County Council meeting at which 

Roads Works Scheme for financial year 1940-41 is under 

consideration. U 

They would then be in a better position to deal with 

this matter as they would know what was intended to be spent 

on their roads. 

Mr. M. Redmond, in seconding the Chairman's amendment 
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considered it a very wise proposal. 

Mr. Corish said it was cred1table to the Council that 

the matter was d1scussed 1n such a good atmosphere. Every-

one seemed to agree that the Surveyors were entitled to an 

1ncrease. Several members had referred to the d1fficulties 

of the times. He had been a member of the County CounCil 

for 20 years and any time an application came up for 

increased wages or salaries the bad times were always put 

against it, notwithstanding the fact that the times in which 

the other applications were introduced were infinitely better 

than they are now. rIa v1ng again deal t wi th the various 

points raised by him and by the members of the deputation in 

support of his motion he said that Mr. Walsh had pOinted out 

that no provision had been made this year for any increase. 

If the Council would make the increments operative !Dum the 

start of the next f1nancial year the Surveyors would be 

satisfied. Mr. Doyle had spoken of precedent and of 

increases to men in a worse financial position than the 

Surveyors. Mr. Doyle had the opportunity recently to vote 

to place these men 1n a better financial position, but he 

used the same arguments as he was using in the present case. 

Every time an increase was proposed Mr. Doyle adopted the 

same attitude. He was perfectly entitled to do it, but he 

(Mr. Corish) suggested that the Surveyors deserved better of 

the Council. A salary of £4.00 a year was not extravagant 

for men who had to study for their profession as Surveyors. 

His proposal would place them in a position that would not 

be 1nferior to other Assistant Surveyors elsewhere. 

A vote was then taken on the Chairman's amen&Ilent, with 

the following result:-

Messrs. Bolger, Bowe, Doyle, Keegan, Lawlor, OtRyan, 

M. Redmond, T. Redmond, Ronan, Smyth, Sweetman, Walsh and 

the Chairman - 13. 
\ 
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Against:- Messrs. Colfer, Corish, Culleton and Kelly. 4. 

The Chairman declared the amendment carried. 

When he was about to put it as the substanCive motion 

Mr. Colfer, who said the Chairman had agreed to accept a 

further amendment, moved:-

AThat the four Assistant Surveyors be granted the 

increase in their salaries as from 1st April 1940." 

Mr. Keegan seconded Mr. Colfer. 

The Chairman s8.id that this amendment assumed that Mr. 

Corish's motion would be adopted whereas as a matter of faet 

the amendment to defer the request of the Assistant Surveyors 

to the next Roads Works meeting had been carried. In the 

circumstances he ruled Mr. Colfer's amendment as not in 

order. 

The Chairman then put his amendment as the substantive 

motion (through a show of hands)when 13 voted in favour 

against, the two other members present not voting. 

Mr. Colfer said he did not get fair play in not being 

allowed to have his motion put to a vote. 

Mr. Chairman said that Mr. Colfer had no grievance as 

every opportunity had been given to everyone to express an 

opinion. Even before he put his amendment he had asked if 

any other Councillor wished to take part in the discussion. 

POUNDAGE TO RATE COLLECTORS 

The following under date 23rd June 1939 (G.2732/9/39) 

was read from Department of Local Government and Public 
• 

Health:-

"With reference to your letter of the 13th instant and 

enclosUl~e relative to payment of poundage to Rate Collectors 

I am directed by the Minister for Local Government and 

public Health to state that in regard to the second mOiety 

he sanctions payment of poundage at the rate of 7d to each 

Collector who has lodged to the credit of the CounCil 87t% 
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of the assessment for 1938-39 plus the full arrears appli~ 

to the 1937-38 collection. Any cases not complying with 

above condition may be paid at the rate of 7d less 5%. 

In regard to the first moiety he sanctions payment of 

poundage at the rate of 7d to Collectors P. Nolan, J. Deegan, I 

J. J. O'Reilly, D. Kenny, A. Dunne, E. J. Murphy, M. Kehoe, 

and P. Carty. In view of the manner in which their 

warrants have been closed he will raise no objection to the 

remission of the 5% deduction made in the poundage of 

Collectors P. Doyle, M. McCarthy, J. Cummins and J. Flood. 

In all other cases poundage at the rate of 7d less 5% may 

be paid on the moiety." 

The Secretary said this approval for payment of poun~ 

was exactly on the same lines as the approval for payment of 

poundage fees in 1938. 

The follOwing were the amounts of the deductions in 

accordance with the directions of the Department:-
£. s. d. 

• Cummins 10. 11. 9 

w. Doyle 

J. Quirke 

J. J. Sinnott 

6. 4. 5 

6. 13. 3 

5. 7. 11. 

DELEGATES AT MEETINGS OF INSURANCE SOCIETY 

The following under date 21st June 1939 (A. 11378/1939) 

was read from the Department of Local Government and Public 

Health:-

tlr am directed by the Minister for Local Government and 

Public Health to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 

the 15th instant enclosing a copy of a resolution adopted by 

your Council at a meeting held on the 

that delegates attending meetings for the 

representatives of insured persons to the Committee be 

allowed to express their opinions on matters of Insurance 

Administration and to state that the matter has been noted.' 
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DUlIJ'CORMACK ROADS 

It was decided, on the motion of Miss 01Ryan, seconded 

by the Chairman that the report of Committee re Duncormack 

Roads be considered at Finance Committee meeting to be held 

on 7th July 1939. 

NATIONAL MONUMENTS 

The following under date 20th June 1939 (C.94/49/1/36) 

waS read from Office of public Works:-

IIWith reference to your letter dated 9th instant, we 

beg to state that Coolhull Castle is in our view a National 

Monument within the meaning of the National Monuments Act, 

1930, and as such it is eligible for guardianship by the 

County Counci1. u 

The Seoretary stated he was in correspondence with the 

owner, Mr. Murphy, through Miss Browne, Rathronan Castle, 

Bridgetown. 

PERMANENT APPOINTMENT TELEPHONE ATTENDANT ETC. 

The following under date 23rd June 1939 (G.18265/39 -

Loch Garman Sc) was read from Department of Local Government 

and Public Health:-

"I am directed by the Minister for Local Goverrunent and 

public Health to acknowledge receipt of your letter of 16th 

instant in regard to the appointment of Miss Moran, 

Attendant etc. on the permanent staff of the Council." 

APPROVAL INSPECTORS SHEEP DIPPING 

The following under date 24th June 1939 (L.1844/39) waS 

read from Department of Agriculture:-

II I am directed by the Minister for Agriculture to refer 

to your letter of the 15th instant and previous correspon­

dence on the subject of sheep-dipping arrangements for the 

current year, and to state that he will offer no obJeotion 

to the employment as Sheep Dipping Inspeotors during the 
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forthcoming dipping period of the six persons who were 

employed in that capacity last year, with remuneration in 

each case of £20 for the dipping period, plus actual expen­

diture on postage in connection with the Sheep Dipp1ng Schema 

It is presumed that any conditions wh1ch may have been 

imposed by the Local Authority 1n connection with such 

appo1ntments have been complied with. II 

REMOVAL OF MATERIAL FROM CAHORE-POULDUFF FORESHORE 

Mr. Smyth said there was a great deal of condemnat10n 

of the County Council in the Cahore area regarding an order 

made recently by the M1nister for Industry and Commerce, 

prohibiting removal of beach material from the foreshore in 

that vicinity. The people had a wrong idea about the 

matter and they blamed the County Council for the Order being 

made. When a memor~l was received from people in the 

vic1n1ty at the second last meeting regarding coast eros10n 

the Cha1rman suggested that it be discussed 1n comm1ttee and 

the suggest10n as adopted and he thought that the statement 

made emphat1cally by the Cha1rman at the last meeting that 

the County Counc1l were not responsible for the order should 

be made public because the County Council as a bodY was be1ng 

condemned. The resolution passed by the County Council 

referred to the material taken for the roads and had nothing 

to do with the M1nister's order. 

The Secretary sa1d the County Counc1l's resolution was 

to the effect that the County Surveyor be asked to see that 

in taking road material from the North shore, he would not 

1nterfere with the large seastones. The County 

understood that these referred to the boulders. The County 

Council had nothing to say to the order made by the Minister. 

They knew nothing about it until it was brought to their 

notice. They never asked for it and it came on them as a 

surprise. 
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Mr. Smyth said he only raised the point to make the 

public aware of what happened. The County Council passed 

their resolution not to take the boulders, so as to prevent 

the matter going to the Minister. The most drastic order 

was made by the Minister without any inquiry. 

The County ~rveyor said the order penalised the County 

Council the same as it did everyone else and he had to apply 

specially for a licence to take material. 

Mr. Smyth said he had it on good authority that the 

people who sent in the memorial were quite satisfied if the 

County Council stopped drawing the stuff that they wanted to 

be left there, but it looked as if some other body moved in 

the matter and sent some communication to the Department of 

Industry and Commerce. He thou ght it was up to the Council 

to find out from what source that was sent, beoause the 

Council was being saddled with the blame. 

The Chairman said Mr. Smyth was quite right to raise 

the matter. The Council either as a body or any of its 

individual members, had nothing to do with reporting the 

matter to the Minister for Industry and Commerce. The 

Order was more of an injury to the County Council than to 

the local people who were being prohibited from drawing the 

material. If anyone thought the County Council was respon-

sible they were mistaken. 

POISONS AND PHARMACY ACT LICENCE 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. Kelly seonnded by Mr. Colfer:-

"That renewals of licences under Poisons and Pharmacy 

Act 1908 be issued Daniel Keating, Quay Street, New Ross, as 

from 27th July 1939 and John Fardy, Camolin and Edward 

aonnol~y, Bunclody." 
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