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WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL 

ONTHLY MEETING - 9th - JANUARY, 1939 

County Hall, . 
\VEXFORD. 

I 

. , 

NUT E S 

N. J. FRIZELLE, 
Secretary Wexford County Council • 
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The monthlY meeting of Wextord County Council was held 

in County Council Chamber, County Hall, Wexf'ord, on 9th 

39. 
Messrs. Patrick Colter, Christopher 

Culleton, Raymond Doyle, W. P. Keesan, John P. Kelly, James 

Kennedy, William Kinsella, James Lawler, Thomas McCarthy, 

Sean Murphy, Sean O'Byrne, Miss N. O'Ryan, Col. R. P. 
~ 

Wemyss Quin, Michael Redmond, Thomas Redmond, Patrick Ronan, 

Myles Smyth and James ' E. Walsh. 

The Secretary, County Surveyor, County Solicitor and 

the tive Assistant Surveyors were in attendanoe. 

On the mot1on ot Mr. O'Byrne, seconded by Mr. Ronan, 

the Chair was taken by Miss O'Ryan. 

Atter confirmation ot the Minutes ot last meeting and 

votes of condolence, the Vice-Cha1rman, Mr. R. Corlsh, T. D. , 

attended and presided tor the remainder of the business. 

PAIMENTS 

Treasurer's vice Notes tor £3150. In. ad Ordinary 

Accounts; and £23537. 10. Od transters~to Publio Bodies on 

toot ot demands, were examined and signed • . 
CONGRATULATIONS TO MOST REV. DR. STAUNTON, WRD 

BISHOP OF FERNS 

Mr. M. Redmond, having spoken in Irish and English, 

said he wished to otter a vote ot congratulation to Very 

Rev. Dr. Staunton on his elevation to the See ot Ferns and 

on behalt ot the County Council to welcclme him to their 

midst. 

Mr. McCarthy, in seconding, said that while tew, it any 

of' them, knew Dr. Staunton personally, they had heard of him 

as a great priest and scholar and a capable administrator. 

They heartily welcomed him to the diocese and he was sure 

that Dr. Staunton would prove a worthy successor to the many 

illustrious bishops who had occupied the See of Ferns in 

the past. 
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Mr. Kelly, on behalf of the Labour Party, associated himself 

with . vote. 

• Ronan, in associating himself with the resolut10n, 

. w1shed to say that no more worthy priest, greater Churchman 

or greater scholar had been appointed to the See of Ferns 

dur1ng the past 1,300 years, and they wished him a Cead Mile 

Fa1lte. 

The Secre.tary stated tbat Dr. Staunton was a pr1est c:L 
• 

very high educational attanments and exper1ence. He 1s 1n 

cldee touch with the social problems of the time and w111 

not be backward 1n trying to solve them. "s JAr. Ronan sa1d 

he would receive from the D10cese of Ferns a real Cead Mile 

Fa1lte. 

The County Surveyor and County Sol1citor also assoc1a

ted themselves with the vote. 

In putting the proposal which she declared adopted 

unanimously the Cha1rman (lUss (II Ryan) said she was sure 

that a very he y welcome would go out from the prem1er 

body of the County representing the people of Wexford to 

Dr. Staunton. 

THE lATE l4RS. HYDE 

Col. Quin proposed a vote of sympathy w1th the 

President of Eire on the death ot his wife. 

Mr. Ronan seconded. 

The Secretary stated that Dr. Hyde had sutfered a 

National loss in the death of his beloved w1fe, who was 

mourned by the Nation. The County Council and all 1ts 

off1cers sympathised very deeply with him in bis bereavemer.t. 

Miss OIRyan, who was acting as Chairman, said she was 

sure the County Council would extend their deepest sympathy 

to Dr. Hyde on the death of his w1fe. 
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THE LATE :MR. T. ASPLE, GALBALLY 

Miss O'Ryan, proposing a vote of sympathy with the 
. -

rlatlves of the late Mr. Asple, Galbally, an old member of 

tl'e Council~ sald she lived close to the late Mr. Asple. He 

was always a very great frlend of her family and was a man 

that they held in the highest esteem. He was really a 

fi~ehead in the farm1ng commun1 ty as he made farming pay. 

His farm was really a picture for anyone to see. He was a 

very worthy member of the Council in the 

to tender deepest sympathy to his relatives. 

Mr. McCarthy seconded, and said he knew the late Mr • 
• 

Asple for a long number of years as a member of the County 

Oouncll and of the Enn1scorthy Rural Council. He proved 

himself a very capable public man and he was also an out

standing farmer - one of the most extenslve in the County. 

The Secretary said for many years the late Mr. Asple 

. was a member of the Council and displayed robust commonsense 

in every atter that came to his notice. He was he ld in 

high este m by every member of the Council who had the 

happiness of his acquadntance • 
. 

The County Surveyor said that he remembered the late 

Mr. Asple on the County Councilf and he quite agreed with 

wha t the Secre tary bad said. He always found the late Mr. 

Asple satisfaotory to deal with. 

The motion was adopted in the uaual manner. 

THE LATE CANON 0 I BRIEN NEWBA'IN 

It was dec1ded, on the motion of Mr. O'Byrne, seconded 

by Mr. Lawler, that the following acknowledSnent of vote of 

condolence by County Council from Very Rev. Monsignor Cleary, 

P.P., New Ross, relative to the death of Rev. Canon 0' Brlen, 

be inserted on the Minutes of the da3':-

II wlsh to acknowldge receipt of your letter conveying 

the sppa thy of the Wexford County Council on the death of 
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• 
P.P., Newbawn, and to assure you that Clergy 

of the iocese of Ferns appreciate very much the action of 

yoUr Council in this matter.-

THE lATE lIRS. JORDAN , BALLYHAMILTON, FERNS 

It was decided on the motion of Mr. O'Byrne, seconded 

by Mr. Lawler that the following reply to vote of condolence 

to Mr. M. Jordan, Ballyhamiltdn, Ferns, Ex-County Councillor: 

in the death of his wife, be inserted on the Minutes of the 

day:-
4 

I Will. you please convey to the member's of your Councll 

my sincere thanks for thelr very kind vote of sympathy, and 

will ,ou personally accept my gratltude to you fer your very 

mlce message o' sympathy. 

Let me assure everybody concerned that lt is a source 

of great consolation to me to know tha~ my old colleagues 

bave not forgo ten me in my hour of trial and I appreciate 

all your kindn ss very much indeed. I 

CONFIRMATION OF FIGURES ROAD WORKS SCHDfE 
(This was the special. busineSs of the meetin • 

The following resolutlon was adopted on the ~tlon of 

Col. Quln, seconded by Mr. Kelly:-

-That the flgures approved by County Counc1l for 

allocatlon under Road Works Scheme (at meeting held on 12th , 
December, 1938) for financial year 1939/40 be and the same 

are hereby confirmed as fo110ws:-
~. 

Main Roads 31,759 

Third Class Roads 15,899 

Fourth Class Roads 5,546 

Improvement Main Roads 3,214 

do. County Roads 1,764 

Contingenoy Fund and 
Rellef Vote 6.173 

£64,355. 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF FINANCE COUMITTEE 

=U=EE~T~IN~G~' 2~~t~D~E~C=Dffi~ER~~~: o 
submitred as foll~.S:-

• 

, 

Minutes ot this meeting were 

, 
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The ,fortnightly meeting of Finance Committee was 

held in 'County Council Chamber, County Hall , Wexford, on 

21st Debember lQ38 . 

• R. Corish (Vice- Chairman) presided and there were 

also present Messrs . P. Colter, W. P . Keegan, John P. 

Kelly, Sean O' Byrne and M1ss OtRyan. 

The Secretary and Assistant Secretary ere l oin 

attendanoe. 

The Minutes ot last meeting ere oonfirmed. 

PAYMENTS 

Treasurer ' s Advioe Note for £5036. 14. 2d was 

examined and signed. 

I~S OF CLERICAL ASSISTANT 

The Seoretary submitted the following medioal 

oertif1oate from Dr. Alioe Barry, Peamount Sanatorium under 

date 13th Deoember 1938 :-
I • 

... 

"I beg to certify that Stephen Hayes, Wexford, has 

been examined by me to- day and requires three months ' sick 

leave . " , 
The following reoommendation s adopted on the motion 

of the Chairman seconded b7 4r . Colter :-

"That, in accordance with. edic 1 Certifioate of Dr . 

Barry, Peamount Sanatorium, under date 13th December 1938, 

the County Council be recommended to grant three months I 

sick leave to Mr. Stephen Hayes, Cler ical Assistant i n 

County Council Offices . " 

The folIo ing re olution WaS adopted on the motion of 

iss O'Ryan seconded by the Ohairman:-

"That the County Secretary be empowered to engage a 

Cleric 1 Assistant ith a competent knowledge of Shor thand

typing during apsence of r. Hayes on sick l eave . Remuner-

ation to be fixed at next meeting of Committee . " 
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i ..... 

1 

TEMPORARY OLERIOAL ASSISTANCE Ir 
I!. 

On the motion of [r. Colfer, seconded by the Ohairman, 
/ II 

it was decided to continue for the year to 31st December, 

1939, the arrangements in operation for year 1938, and to 

increase the allocation ot £90 to £100 for the year, 1939, 

as the County Council have agreed to ·increase the remuner

ation of Mr. P. Beary, Temporary Clerical ASSistant, from 

Is. 2d per~hour to Is. 3d per hour. 

, 

I 
I 

, 
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On the mot~on ot Mr. Colter, seconded by Mr. Kelly, 

the tollowlng resolutlon was adopted:-

• Tha t Minute s ot Flnance Comm1 ttee at 21st December 

1.938 as subm1tted to this meet1ng be, and the same are, 

here by confirmed and approved. I 

" MEETING HELD ON 5th JANUARY 1939: Minutes ot Flnance 

Comm1ttee ln respect ot this meeting were submitted as 

follows :-

/ 

\ 

I' / , 
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CJ.'he fortnightly meeting of Finance Cbmm1ttee was held 

in County Council Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, on 5th 

Jartuary '1939 . 

Present: - Messrs. P. Colfer, W. P. Keegan, John P • 

. ' Kelly, Thomas McCarthy, Sean urpby, Sean O' Byrne and Jliss 

o 'Ryan. 

The Secretary. Assistant Secretary and Rates Inspector 

were in attendance. 

On the motion of r. O' Byrne, seconded by Mr . Colfer, 

the Chair as taken by Miss O'Ryan. 

The inutes of last meet1ng were conf1rmed. 

A 'phone message was received from County Surveyor ( ho 

is on sick leave) t t 'he . expected to be present at County 

Council meeting on h January 1939 . 

Mr. Elgee (County S olici tor) wrote that as he had to 

attend the funeral of Rev •. Chancellor Rennison at Gorey, he 

could not be · in ' ~ttendance at the Finance Committee meeting. 

PAYMENTS 

Treasurer's Advice Note for £2910 . 15. 2d as examined 

and signed. 
, 

, 
CHARGES AGAINST COUNTY MEDICAL OFFICER 

The Secretary stated that the Department of Local 

Government and Public Health had arranged for their Medical 

Inspector, Dr. McCormack, to ho~d a Sworn Inquiry into the 

charges brought against the County edical Off1cer by the 

County Council on 18th January 1939 in the County Council 

Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, commencing at 10.30 a.m. 

The various communications received in this matter 

from the Department of Local Government and Public Health 

were referred to Mr. J. Elgee, County Solicitor. 
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RATE COLLECTION 

STATE- OF : The folIo lng is the state of the Rate CollectXn 

to dat ot Finance Comm1ttee meeting:-

Name of Collector. Percentage of 
Warrant Collected. 

1. 
2. 
3· 
4· 
5· 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10. 
11. 
a.2 . 
13· 
14· 
15· 
16. 
17. 
18. 

P. Nolan 
J. Curtis 
S. Gannon , 
J . J . O' Reilly 
A. Dunne 
'M. Kehoe 
P. Carty 
E. J. ,urphy 
J. Deegan 
D. Kenny 
J. Cummins 

. .0'1 thy 
P. Doyle 
J. Flood 
J . Quirke 

• Doyle 
J. J. Sinnott 
VI . Cummins 

Average 
~ 

58.1 
55.6 
55·5 
53·4 
52 . 2 
51 .9 
51.7 
50.7 
49 .9 
49.9 
~ . O 
48.4 
47 .9 
47 .0 
43·3 
42.5 
41.6 
.4LJ. 

49 ·4· 
At the corresponding period last year the amount 

collected was 50.2 'per cent. 

VISIT OF DEPARTJENTt S INSPECTOR: The folIo ing under dat 
, 

14th December 1938 (G.24351/4138 Loch Garman) was read trom 

the Department of Local Government and Public Health:-

"I am directed by the Minister for Ldcal Government and 

public Health to acknowledge receipt of return of collection 

of rates for the month of November and to state that he 

takes a serious view of the very high percentage of out

standing rates prevailing generally in the County. The 

position is worse than that for the corresponding period 

last year. 

The Department ' s general Inspector has been requested 

to make a thorough examinat10n of the rate collection and 

any collector on hom he reports unfavourably ill be dealt 

1th S verely. The ! inister wishes it to be clearly under-

stood that any falling off in the rate collection, {hich .i~ 

already in a very back Tard state, ill not, under any 

Circumstances, be allowed. " © WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 
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The Secretary stated that as soon as the Inspector had 

fixed the date of his visit the Collectors would be notifie~ 

LISTS F OUTSTAl~DING RATES : The Secretary stated that these 

lists and which were being supplied by the Rate Collectors. 

would be brought to the attention of the Inspector of the 

Department of Local Government and Public Heal h during his 

intervie .with the Collectors. 

FID~LITY GUARANTEE BOND OF RATE INSPECTOR: Under date 21st 

December 1938 the Committee of the ·exford Branch of the 

Local Governmen Officials Union wrote asking that the 

County Council ould pay the premium of £3.2.6d on the 

Fidelity Guarantee Bond of the Rate Inspector. The County 

Council · had paid the premium on similar bonds for the Rate 

Collectors and the 'Committee considered it was only necessary 

to bring the matter of the Rates Inspector to the notice of 

the Council to have him similarly treated. 

The foll~ing resolution was adopted on the motion of 

the Chairman seconded· by Mr. Keegan:-

"That the application of Local Government Officials' 

Union (Wexford Branch) for payment of annual premium of 

Fidelity Guarantee Bond of Rate Inspector be refused. 11 

TED LISTS AND ABATE It was decided 

on the motion of ~ . Colfer, seconded by Mr. O'Byrne, that 

Patrick Sheehan, Green Street, Wexford, be employed on 

writing up Amalgamated Lists and issuing of Abatement Forms 
. 

Agricultural Land and Amalgated Lists vice John Warner 

(appointed at last meeting and was unable to act). Also 

that Christopher RedJond, 13 St.tichael' s Place, Gorey, be 

apPOinted to a simIlar post. 

POUNDAGE : The following under date 17th December 1938 

~.3043/15/38-LoCh Garman} was read from the Department of 

Local Government and Public Health:-

--- - --- -
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"With reference to your letter of the 5th instant on 

s~ject, I am direoted by the Minister for Local Government 

and Public Health to state he will raise no objeotion to the 

31st Deoember, 1938, being fixed as the date by whioh the 

oondition tor earning the seoond interim payment of poundage 

must beoompl&ed with. 

This alteration in the terms or the Soheme is sanction

ed on'the distinct understanding that no relaxation of the 

conditions for the third interim and final payments will be 

No payment should, therefore, be made to 

'Collectors lodge between the 1st and 31st if there 1s to 

be any intention of allowing fUrther departures from the 

Scheme for the current finanCial year. Payment of poundage 

may, accordingly, b made ithout further sanction to 
" 

collectors who lodge the amount of the first moiety and the 

appropriate arrears before the 31st instant. 

A copy of this letter may be sent to each Collector in , 
the County. II 

The fo1lo.:.g resolution was adopted on the motion of . 
~ . o 'Byrne, seconded by Mr. Keegan:-

II That, in view of the recent extremely inclement 

weather and sno~ storm in the County, by hich a number of 

Rate Colleotors were unable to call on tepayers during 

the latter part of December, e request the ~inister far 

Local Government and Public Health to sanction the second 

interim payment of poundage fees to Collectors who reach 

the required standard by the 28th January 1939." 

E~RATE COLLECTOR PHILIP FURLONG: The Seoretary stated 

tha. t the Station Sergean t, Garda Siochana., exford, had 

interv~e ed him as to the fol10 ing:-

1. ere the persona nam d in list supplied to the 

Garda Sioohana on 13th September 1929 as having paid Rates 

to t i Ex-Collector and for which he did not account, 
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still available and also the documents concerning Furlong's 

defaul • 

2. ould Oounty Council pay the expenses of bringing 

back Furlong to Wexford if he was arrested abroad. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

the Cha1rman seconded by Mr. O'Byrne:-

If 'l'he Finance Committee recommend the County Council to 

inform the Garda Siocha.na they are not prepared to incur any 

expense in conndotlon with bringing back Philip J. Furlong, 

Ex-Rate Oollecto , to Ireland for prosecution, the County 

CounCil were no at any loss financially. The Insurance 

Company made good his default and, in our opinion, it is this 

Company which should be concerned in his return to this 

o oun try • n 

CHANGES IN COUNTY SCHEME 

Under date 21st December 1938 the Departm~nt of Looal 
, 

Gover ent and Publio Health wrote (30797-1938 11gb) that it 

was the intention of the inister to amend and modify the 

Wexford County Scheme by substituting for Sub-Article (IV) 

of Article 15 a Sub-Article, copy of which as attached. Any 

representations in the matter which the County Council wishe 

to make in the matter should be for rded the Department on 

or before the 31st January 1939. 

The proposed article deals it the admission of certain 

persons to institutions under the County Board of Health and 

with payment of medioal fees. 

The following resolution \7aS adopted on the motion of 

l r. Kelly seconded by Mr . Colfer:-

liT t t):.le County Counoil have no obJect1on to the 

proposed modifioation of the Wexford County Scheme by 

substituting for Sub-Art1cle IV of Article 15 thereof the 

suggested Sub-Artiole furnished by Department of Local Govern 

ment and Publio Health under date 21st December 1938 {30797-
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1938-2lst December 1938) provided no objection to this 

proposal is received f om Co . Wexford Board of Health. " 

ISSION 

Under date 21 t December 1938 the Secretary to the 

rainage Commission n'ote (E.9 . ) :-

II. ith reference to your letter dated 17th instant, the 

Drainage Commissio will be glad to note from the Resolution 

passed by your Fi nce Committee and confirmed by t he County 

Council at their meeting on the 12th instant, that the 

Council intends to submit a written statement of evidence 

to the CommieS on ~ 

I 1.ill bring to the notice of the Commission a soon 

as po sible the Resolution passed by your Council on the 

instant, suggesting that the Commission should hold meetings 

in each County to ~e evidence from local farmers . I 

think it 11 to point out, ho ever, that s stated in my 

letter of the 25th ultimo, the Commission intend later to 

invite all interested individuals other than looal author'T.~~'-

to submit a written statement of eVidenoe in the first 

instance . After consideration of such statements as may be 

received, and having regard to their value, if it appears 

orth hile to afford e.n opportunl ty to those who have been 

good enough to submit Itten statements to supplement them 

orally, the Commission will no doubt consIder the desirabil

ity of holding meetings in provincial centres to take local 

evidence . 

The CommiSSion has not yet come to any deciSion as to 

the extent to whio oral evidenoe from such persons should 

be taken, or as to the place here sittings should be held, 

but it would be manifestly an impossible task for the 

Commission to take oral evidence from every individual in 

the country interested in dr~1nage . " 
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S LL DWELLINGS ACgUI ITION ACTS 

SA CTlON TO LOANS: Under date 9th December 1938 the 

Department of Local Government and Public Health wrote 

(H.30,o08/38 Loch Garmain) that the ~1nistar would offer no 

objection to the proposal of the Wexford County Council to 

make the following advances under the Small Dwellings 

Acquisition Acts:-

Charles Redmond, Bal1ina tray Lower £160; Ma tthew 

urlett, Knockduff, Gorey, £160. 

The inlster was unable to approve of an advance 

exceeding £128 to Andrew Carton, Ballyhogue, Which, ~ith the 

grant represented 90% of the market value of the premises. 

A further oommunication would issue relative to the 

applications of Andre Browne, Clonamona, Craanford, and 

Catherine Flynn, Ballindoney, Ballywilliam. 

DANIEL SHEE ~OGUE: Mr. Elgee, County Solicitor, 

fo arded letter under date 13th Deoember 1938 from Mr. John 

J. Bolger, Solicitor. Enniscorthy, in which it was stated 

that as there was not the slightest chanoe of Mr. Sheehan 

having his title in order and the loan smotioned in time 

to have ilis house ereoted by 31st Maroh 1939 he was not IJCC , 
availing of Loan under Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts. 

At the suggestion of Mr. Kelly, it was decided that 

oonsideration of this communic ation be adjourned to next 

meetlng of Finanoe Committee. 

.. 
NICHOLAS BREEN, ItILLTOWN t FERNS : . It LtaS reported that the 

house erected by Nioholas Breen, Milltown, Ferns, under 

Small D ellings Acts and for which loan of £l75. 10. 0 had 

been made by the County Council, had been let to a Garda who 

as in occupation for several months. The final payment 

on foot of this loan was made to Mr. Breen in ay 19)1. 

Under date 15th December 1938 letter was lvritten to t~ . 

Elgee, (County Solic1tor},asking him to communioate with Mr. 
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Breen and point out to him that he ms expeoted to reside in 

the .. louse for three ye rs; and this period had not expired. 

The following resolut1on was adopted on the motion of 

jr. "urphy, seconded by ° Colfer:-

"That the County Sol::'citor be requested to furn1sh copy 
~ 

of explanatlon rece1ved from Nicholas Breen, Milltown~ Ferns, 

as to the statement that he has let his house for the 

ere'ction of which he had obtained Loan und I' Small Dwel11ngs 

Acquisit10n Acts, and aocording to the oonditions of the 

Soheme a borro r must reside in the house for at 1 ast . 

three years. tI 

lIe Secreta.ry stated that letter 

under dat 25tl November 1938 from l'icholas Carr asking for 

n extra £30 to th amount of £90 already granted, W S 

considered by meeting of Finanoe Commlttee on 9th December 

.1938 . ':'/hen he applied e belleve he ould have been able 

to get hou e built for _160 made up of t and loan. He ..... 
found no that house auld cost 190. 

It s deoided that furt er report as to value of house 

obtained from r~. Enni • Assistanv Surveyor. 

r . Ennis, ASSistant Surveyor, wrote certifying that 

the value of the house blch -. Carr as erecting a £200 1 

vizO J louse £190; value of ite £10. 

This ould entitle applicant to a loan of £110. 

The following resolution s adopted on the motion of 
~ 

the Chairman seconded by r. 0 1 Byrne:-

II Tha.t r. Elgee (County Solicitor) inquire from ire 
~ 

Carr it, in the event of £110 loan being sanctioned by the 

Minlster fOI' Looa.l Gover ent and Publio dea1th, he auld 

be prepared to build house and finis' its erect on by 31st 

arch 1939. It 
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ISS MARY EEGAN: Under date 19th December 1938, the 

Depa.rtment of Local Government and public Health wrote 

(Cert. A.0.22745 - Gorey T.O.) that under the current Acts 

the house which Miss Keegan, 7 Gr ttan Terrace, Gorey, 

proposed erecting under S 11 ell1ngs Acquisition Acts 

ould not q~lify tor a grant as it was not completed before 

1st October 1938. 

The following resolution as 'adopted on the motion of 

the Chairman seconded by .~r. Colfer :-

HTI t the attention of the Minister for Local Govern

ment and Public Health be called to the resolution adopted 

by Wexford County Council asking for extension of legisl a t1cn 

regarding period for completion of houses f~W~ be .. 
available under the Housing Acts . " 

JAdES 0 I CONtlO ! BALLU ACREE) CASTLETOWN. InCH : This 

applicant applied for £270 on a house estimated at £400. 

The valua.tion of the holding in this case as only £2. 10.0 

an the area of the holding t 0 acres. The applicant, it 

as st ted) lived in Dublin, and it s the opinion of the 

local people that he intended to utilise the house as a 

It was decided to refuse the application in this case. 

SURES ACTS 

Under date 16th December 1938 the Chief Suoer lnt endent, 

Garda Siochana, submitted reqUisitions from the three 
, 

Ex-officio Inspecto s for supplies of st tionery f or year 

31st December 1939. The Chief Superintenden~ s tated the 

requisitions appeared to be re sonable. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

r. Kelly seconded by tw. Colfer:-

IIThat County Council be recommended to suppl y the 

necessary stationery for Ex- officio Inspectors under eights 

and easures Acts in accordance with Schedule attached to 
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letter ot Chief Superintendent, Garda ~ioohanat 

unde!' dat 16th Deoember 1938. If 

FOOD AND UGS ACTS 

exford , 

In connection with the prosecutIon of Garda O' Tool v. 
Riohard O ' Oonno~, OooloGts, for slae of milk alleged to be 

adulterated and in which a fine of lO/~ a 1mposed ith 

£1. 10. 0 for costs and £1. 1. 0 Analyst's Fee, by the 

District Justioe, the County Solicitor ( ·r. Elge ) wrote 

t l8.t e Circuit Judge on appeal bad deoided that the milk 

was not deficient in f"'ts and t e Ol'der of the District 

Justioe as reversed and £9. 11. 0 coats allowed to Mr . 

O' Connor's Solicitor, in connection lth the appeal . It waS 

necessary to obtain at first available meeting a Pay Order 

for this amount. 

mh follo 1ng resolution a adopted on the mot1on of 

.r. Kelly seoonded b,y ~. Colf~r:-

tiT at the County Coune.11 be reconnn nded to pay the sum 

• 11. 0 oosts awarded against t em by Circuit Court 

Ju e Comyn 1n allo in the appeal of lcbard c-Connor, 

Coolcots J Wexford, in c se under 000. nd Drugs Acts . I 

REQ,UISl 

nder de.te 16th December 1938 th Ohief Superintendent, 

Garda Slochana.. for a.rded J; e.qUlsit.1ons from th eight 

Ex-offioio Inspectors for equipment requir d by them or 

half y r ended 30th June 1939. 

The following resolut1on s adop ted on the motion of 

Mr. Colfer s conded by • Kelly:-

"'l, t the equ1sitions for eqUipment required by 

Inspectors under Food & Drugs Aots in aocordance with 

Schedule tt~ched to letter of Chief Superintendent, Garda 

Siocbana, Wexford, be approved and that the County Counoil 

be recommended to provIde same." 
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STOPPAGE OF WORK ON ROAD~ 

[r . Colfer said he intended raising at the County 

Council meeting on 9th Janu ry 1939 the question of the 

stoppage of ark on roads on 23rd December 1938 and for some 

days after and ~hich, it s understood, had been directed 

by the County Surveyor, 01ll1g to the condition of roads 

through hea.vy snowfall. 

CUTTING OF HEDGES 

The following was read from Mr. Treanor, Assistant 

Surveyor for the district, under date 4th January, 1939 :

"Notices 1'e hedge cutting were served on following on 

dates given in each case and same have not been complied 

with. I ould recommend that proceedings be taken at next 

District Court as many others have also been served and if 

such proceedings taken it will materially help me 1n h.'l.v1ng 

this very important work carried out. 

Those a~inst whom proceedings now recommended a1'e:

Ed ard ' oles, Camolin - hedge in Kilcloran - noticed 
. 2/11/38. 

Rd. Farrell, Coolook, Ballycane - Road 215 - hedges 
in Coolook - noticed 23/11/38. 

Mrs . Henry Tomkins, Ballycanew - ad 215 - hedges in 
Tomduff - noticed 23/11738. 

John Tomkins, Nevillescourt, Ballycanew - Road 215 -
Hedges in Nevillescourt . - noticed 23/11/38. 

to rs. George nurphy, Garryne i, Kil1enagh - Road 216 -
Hedges in Garryne - noticed 22/11/38.1/ . 

The folIo ing resolution as adopted on the motion of 

litr. O'BY1'l1e seconded 'by l!r. Colfer:-

lThat the County Solicitor be directed to write to the 

five persons mentioned in report of Mr . Treanor, Assistant 

Surveyor, as having neglected to prune or plash hedges on 

their holdings adjoining public roads and inform them they 

ill be prosecuted if the work be not carried out within 

fourteen days from the receipt of his letter. 

That the County Surveyor be requested to report if any 
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action has been taken by the Assistant Surveyors of the 

other d.1 tricts of the County in respect of outting of 

hedges. II 

BUS 

pp11cat10n 1as received from ' • J. Healy (Healy and 

Collins) , . . a in Street .. Wexford, to run a bu for the 

convenienpe of his customer from Fetbard~ Duncannon, 

Art.hurstoWlL. ~..msgra ... ge t Ballycullane, ellingtonbridge and 

on to Wexford, on 7t J anuary • This is n non- bus route. 

. he folIo ing resolution was adopted on the motion of 

t e Cl.irman seconded by • Kally:-

"The Finance Oommi ttee have no objection 1m the runl111ng 

of Bus on Saturday. 7th Jan y 1939, on 0 d hich is not 

a 8 route fro Fetnard to 'exford vi Duncannon, Arthurs-

town. R.a.msgran -e, Ba11yaullane, and (e11ingtonbridge, by Mr . 

John Healy (:~ea ly and Collins, Drc-pers, "Iexford) for the 

'collvenience of h:l.s· custom 1"'8." 

APPLICATION FOR NE ROAD, GOREY 

The following under date 13th December 1938, as read 

from Messrs . Huggard, Brennan & Godfrey, Solicitors, (Ne 

oad, Gorey) for 'r. John L. Esmonde, T. D.: -

"We are instructed by our olient, ~r. John L. Esmonae 

that e is desirous to hand over to the Looal Authorities 

the road lead~g to and serving fourteen houses built by him 
, 

in t e town of Gorey, adjacent to t e road known a.s the Park 

Road. 

If there are any furt er formalities to be complied 

with, we shall be glad t o ear from you as oon as possible~ 

~ e following provis~ons of Section 25 of Looal 

Government Act 1925 were rvad for the ~eeting:-

25 (1) "If A.t any time after the appointed day the 

Coulcil of any co nty or llr n district by resolution 

p saed after such notice as is hereinafter mentioned 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



I 

declares any roa.d which is not a publio road, but 

over which IE!. public right of way for ;Coot passengers, 

animals, and vehicles exists aha. hlch conneots t 0 

publio roads end is not less than eleven feet wide in 

the clear) to be a public road, such road shall for 

all purposes be a public road. II 

(2) 11 Not less than one month before passing any such reso

lution as is mentioned in the foregoing sub-section 

' the council shall publish in at least t 0 newspapers 

circu ating in their county or district notice of 

their intention to consider the passing ~f. suoh 

re solution. tI 

The Secretary stated that in reply to queries the 

Assistant urveyor for the district reported that the 

'thoroughfare in question did not connect t 10 pub11c roads, 

but it was more than eleven feet wide. 

'rhe fol1·o ing resolution was 8.dopted on the mot1on of 

the Cnairman seconded by lir . Keege.n:-

II'fl e Finanoe Committee ere unable, in vie of the 

, provisions of Section 25 of Local Gove~~ent Act 1925 to 

recommend the County Council to make arrange~ents to take 

over the road t Gorey town leading to fourteen houses 

recently erected by Mr. J. L. Esmonde, T.D., as it does not . 
connect two public roads. 1t 

f 

DANG.EROUS WALL AT HOSBErlCOU) NEW ROSS 

Under date ~4th November 1938 the following letter 

(received from County Surveyor's Depa.rtment on 15th December) 

trom r. P. OtNeill, Assistant Surveyor for the district, 

was read:-

"During the recent heavy rains a 4.2 feet length of 

protection wall collapsed at School House Road, Rosbercon. 

'ller'e is a drop of 10 feet. from road level to a. bench of rait 

belort. ! understand that at t is place the rock ms exca-

vated and the wall was then built. The rock is soft shale 
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and is weatnering rapidly and lill in time eat into the se 

1bich is only ab9ut 32 feet from the rock f ce at this pOint. 

here is a temporary protection erected and the plac 

sa f r the present, buv a further section of the w 11 may 

fall at any time. 

I ill be gl d if you tind out ho is responsible for 

the erection and maintenance of the protection 11. If the 

County Council ha got to assume the liability! think the 

Urban Counc'l should ral e the nece sary funds in next 

ym..rt s hoad. Estimate . n 

Under date 16th Decernb r 1938, the Secretary wrote Mr. 

OINeill, suggesting he should have an interview ith the 

Town Clerk, 1 e oss, over the matter to ascertain hether 

the rbrul Council, New Ross, or the County Council s 

responsible for repair. 

10 answer had been received to the pre ent trom Mr. 

0 ' };eill. 

It was decided that t e County Surveyor be requested 

to furnish his observations in the matter . 

LANE A~ OASTLE,mITE~ CARNE 1 

The following under date 9th Decemb r 1938 was read 

from Mr. illiam Kinsella, Castle hite, Carnew: -

. "I am making appllc tion to your Council for the rep 
• 
of a lane leading to my pI ceo It is bout JOO perches 

long. There is four families has to go it. It was Bent 

in by the road &anger about 2 years ago . Hoping the County 

Council ill be able to do something a.t it for me. It 

It as decided that application for repair of Castle

white ne, Carne 1 be enewed to the Office of Public ork 

IANE AT , THE BALLAGH 

Jo n Kehoy, Patriok Doyle, Thomas Leaar. 

argaret Doyle and' ary ~insella wrote as ing the County 

Counoil to have above lane repaired under inor Relief 
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Scheme . If not possible to bave it repalred in this way 

perhaps the Council ould be good enough to supply some 

material for lts repair from Ballymur~ay quarry_ 

It was decided on the motion of Mr. o ' Byrne, seoonded 

by r . Kelly, to list Lane at Courtlo • The Ballagh, 1n 

first instance, for repair under Minor Re11ef Scheme. 

OWENSTO LANE , RATHMACKNEE 

Under date 9th December 1938 fr. Leo Larkin, Sallystown, 

Ballycogley, wrote that he galn ished to dra the atten

tion of the County Council to the st te of above Lane. It 

.was alto ether mpassible and it 

load up or down it. 

s impossible to get a 

lr. Kelly propo ed , Mr . O'Byrne seconded and it was 

agreed that Owenstown Lslle, thmacknee, be listed for 

repair un.der Minor Relief Scheme., 

FLOODING AT KI 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. Murphy seconded by l r. O'Byrne:-
, 

"That the County Surveyor be requested to furnish 

report s to the flooding by (it s stated) an ineffect1ve 
. .. 

ater table of the cottage occuped by Mr . Whelan at 

K1lm cree. 1t 

~ GE TO ROAD e52 - BRANCH TO OYCE'S BAY 

The following under date 24th November 1938 to County 

Surveyor (and reoeived in Seoretary' s department on 16th 

December 1938) from Mr. P. O' Neill, Assistant Surveyor for 

the distr1ot, s read:-

"I inspected the above road on November 16th. The 

water from a drain 1s tu~ed on to the road and has torn it 

down to the sea. Last year I visited the plaoe on a tew 

occasions when the same thing as happening. I rote to 

the owner and pOinted out that the sea proteotion wall w s 
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likelY to suffer damage from the erosion of the filling 

behind, due to the scour of ater do n from this drain. 

The owner is an elderly woman who at that time was 

living in Dublin ~nd she said she knew nothing about it, but 

referred me to her son. The ganger:' bas approached this man 

and he is un illing to all01 the ater;o go its usual 

course. He wants a ater channel maile down the side of the 

road to sea level. This particular field through ,hich the 

drain runs is not worked by the owner, but is set to another 

person and I believe it is this man who started interfering 

with the water course in the first instanoe. I think it 

would be ell to get r. Elgee to write to the lot and ask 

them to desist from diverting the water.' 

Unde~ date 17th December 1938, Ir. Elgee, County 

Solicitor, wrote that in these matters ~he County Surveyor 

had to serve a specified not ice and he . did not see what co 

be done until the County Surveyor, ho as ill, returned to 

duty. 

It as decided to refer the matter to the County 

FLOODING OF rlOAD CA BLIN - NEW EbSS 

The following, under date 12th December 1938, as read 

from Lieutenant Colonel Tyndall, Oaklands, New Ross :-
• 

tI I am writing to know if anything can be done to ab te 
-the flooding of ~e low lying land, marshes and road between 

Camblin and New Ross, due to a big breach in.the river b nk 

near Camblin. 

Four or three years ago an unsuccessful attempt s 

made to repair this breach in relief of unemployment but the 

attempt only left it in a orse condition than before and 

there are now other smaller ones. Before this big breach 

assumed its present proportions tle marshes and road ere 

only flooded at spring tides and the ter soon ran off. 
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Now they are almost continually under tel" from Autumn to 

Spring and are becoming derelict. 

As the Poor La Valuation of these lands is very high 

this is a serious matter for the owners but the fact of 

divided ownership make~ it very difficult for anyone man 

do anything while t e owner of the land where the trouble 

rea.lly oocurs is too sma.ll mEI.n to do anything. 

marsh, but also .4 houses whioh are continually flooded and 

neit er I nor t e tenants can do &nything as the trouble 

begins a long ay from them. 

Again, there is a stretch of road bet een my lodge 

and Me OBS about 150 yards hich is continually under 

, from inches to feet of it and is imp saable for pedestrians, 

cyclists, mall cars and ss carts and these have formed 

habit of coming through m. demesne to avoid the flood and 

1"i t past my hall door, a proceeding hich I object to but 

hardly like to refuse to allow. 

The raising ot the level of this bit of road by I" to 

18" ould more or less put this matter right or even the 

raising of the f~otpath would do a lot of good, but the real 

trouble 'is the big breach in the bank and the small ones 

which are groTing • 

. It is much too big a job now for the owners and I 

direct t e ttention of your Council to it. 

As I wrjte t is morning, 2 cars have just p ssed my 

door lhich means that the road must be impassable for them 

and I shal~have to go a long way round myself to get to 

ROSS." 

The follo ing report under date 15th December 1938 was 

read from r. O'Neill, Assistant Surveyor for the district :

liThe road compla.ined of by Col . Tyndall is flooded at 

all high tides with a . ~. ind, and it ie, as he says, 

impassable for almost all kinds of traffic. 

If the breaches in the embankment that are the cause 
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of the flooding are not repaired it will eventually be 

necessary to carry out his suggestion of raising the road. 

The cost of this ould be approximately £250 . 1 

It a decided to refer both letters to County Council 

meeting on 9th January 1939. 

lANE ~DING TO RtiHALLSTOVIN OHUROH 

e folIo ing under date 23rd December 1938, was read 

f~om ~. Pat~ick Somers, Ballydat, ilehouse, niscorthy:-

, If I read a ~eport in 1 st eekts press of· a meeting of 

Wexford County Cot.tncil in connection i th a lane leading to 

Marshs.lstown Church. Some years ago a Minor Relief Scheme 

was ca~ried . out on that lane. In his report Hr . Ennis said 

I 'ould not let him into my field to clean up the gripe. 

This is confounded fals hood (lie) for Jr . Ennis. He got 

per~sslon to clean up the gripe as far as he liked and also 

did so and drew the stuff and thre it out on the field and 

I had to spread it at my own expense. What I ould not 

allo him to do s, he as nting a corner off the field, 

which I ould not give "ithout compensation. I hope you 

ill clear up this matter at your next meeting. I am 

acquainting a solicitor to see if a Public Official can make 

such false reports after he getting permission to go in on 
. 

the field and clean up all he like. He trespassed on the Bj 

field and dre the tuff upon the field 1th horses and 

carts and I had to spread it at my .o expense. That, I 

'as 11ling to do, but ho dare he make such allegations 
, 

after getting permission. II 

It s decided to djourn consideration of this letter 

until reply from Mr.:nnis, Assistant Surveyor, had been 

received. 

It was decided that the attention of the County 

Surveyor be called to the following Order of Finance 
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Committee of 11th November 1938:-

1I~Ina.t ir . Cullen , Assistant Surveyor for the distriot, 

should intervle l' • ilchael F<r tune, a member of the depu-

tation ,hich C.me before the Finance Committee, obta1n all 

necessary data as to the )roposal a.nd submit same to Oounty 

Council. It 

~STACLE LAN 

"eaars . 1illiam Curtis, ichael Kelly, John Doyle, 

Thomas Kehoe and Clem oyle, Garrenstacle, Ballyhogue, 

rrote under date 28th December 1938:-

tiThe un ersigned ratepayers write to you to bring this 

letter bef re the members of the County Council with regard 

to the condition or-the Garransta.cle Lane which is on the 

hands of the Council . It is in a disgraceful state and 

there is no such thing as continuing paying rates where 

there is such large amount of rates paid every year. Any 

member of the Councilor any Surveyor can come and inspect 

it. The hole centre of the lane at Ma.cmine end is 
. 

coopletely ashed a. B,y do n to the old foundation all on 

account of the dykes anQ tel' abIes not beinG cleaned and 

cut for the last 10 yeQrs. 

imm.edia tely. I 

7e a sk the same to be done 

Under date 5th January 1939 j r. CUllen, AssistEl.nt 

Surveyor for the district, reported:-

HI inspected tIns road recentl:-Y and although material 

has been spread and outlets opened a good deal of damage has 

been done by he vy floods. he water tables certainly 

require a good deal of attention. The road is very narrow 

1n places and farm carts lave tracked the surface there sof-

tened by heavy frosts. It is not possible with money 

available to carry out any extensive work except an 

allocation could be made out of the Contingencies Fund. 

Referred to County Council. 
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T e following memor';ctl signed by 24 ~epayers was read 

and 1'e erred to County Su veyor for report~-

\I We J tl e tUldersie;ned tepayers, respeotfully ask the 

iexford 'ounty Council to repair the lane known as Martl~le 

Lane, oolamam; at the present time and during the entire 

winter e are completely held up in our business. The lane 

is now flooded to a depth of about three feet. We cannot 

get home our crops from our land and without the aid of a 

horae and oar ~e cannot get to the publio 1'0 d. Under the 

oircumst nces above explained, 'e again ask the County 

Council to do something to help us out of the diffioulty." 
~ 

COURTOWN ltO D 

~e following under te 29t eoember 1938 was read 

from Mr. G. Langley Taylor, Agent, Courto n Estates:-

"I have received your letter of the 17th December 
~ 

concerning Giles Cor er on t e Gorey-Co rto n Road. Provi 

you ill buy the whole of the 01 ing vhich we have at this 

corner I am prep red to recommend the trustees to eccept th 

suggestion that it shoul~ be sold to the County Council at 
, 

five shillings (5/-) per perch . You ~ill appreciate that , . 
to have any of the land left t;'lith us ould be quite useless . 

1e Secretary stated that he had asked Hr . Taylor to 

inform the ~ouncil hat as the extent of the "holding" 

w loh the County Council were asked to purcha.se . 

Under d te. 2nd January 1939 .tlr . Taylor for i'lal'ded Plan 

sho ing the amount of lana owned by the Courtown Est te at 

tnis corner. 

It ppeared from the Plan that the area as 128 perohe 

T ... e following resolution TaS ado' ted on the motion of 

r, r. O' Byrne seconded by Mr . Keegan:-

11 hat the County Council be recommended to take over 

12.8 perohes of land from the Courtown Estate to provide 

easement at Giles' Corner at the rate of 5/- per perch." 
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T COURTomr rIAl OUl1 

The 1'0119 ing, under date 22no. December 1938 to the 

Oounty Surveyor, waS read fr m Courto m Briok & Tile Works:-

"In connection ith Dunp at Courtavn H rbour we beg to 

inform you that e ~ve put your offer ot £20 for the pur

cnase of uarry at Courtown Hart0ur before our Direotors but 

they are not greeable to accept this price." 

It as de ded to rofer the matter to the County 

Council. 

DEFAULTING ROAD ONTBACTOR 

he following under date 19th December 1938 was read 

from irt stle, Assls nt Surveyor:-

Oontraot.or for oads 745 and 750, Patrick Kennedy, 

allyve~ ln, is neglecting same badly. I would be glad to 

have a racommendation from the Finance Committee empowering 

me to prosecute or alternatively to take up the roads 

~oncerned as I may think fit _after my ,next inspection." 
. , 

The following resolution was adopted on t le motion of 

!r. O' yrne seconded by ;!r. Colfer:-

lITlat t e County Council be reoommended to empower 
--~ . ' 

County Surveyor to take up oads hOe 745 and 750 from 
.. 

Contractor, Fatrick Kennedy, Ball vefgin, 01' to default 

in their r:w.intenance." 

~VALUATIO l OF EIF..E 

The foJrldwing under date 2nd J nu ,ry 1939 as read from 
. 

Town Clerk, New Ross Urban District :-

U I am directed by the Ne 7 Ross Urban District Council 
~ 

to draw ·the attention of your Council to a Bill fer the 

Re-valuation of Eire recently introduced into An D il nd to 

solicit your sSis ance in ' having t is Bill thr0vm out as 
• 

entirely contrary to the best interests of the nation ' s 

social and economic progress. 

It is suggested that the present system of taxation on 
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the basis of annual value s obtaining for such a number of 

years is iniquitious ano antiquated. Almost all town shops 

and 'esidences are very old and are over valued. The 

Tra·elling Shop; Post Office facilities for 'Shopping by 

Post"; Rail y "Deli very to Home al'ran ements; Reduction of 

Licencing Hours; Transport facilities and such like, have 

11 been perfec d since the dvent of the Old Valuation 

Acts - thereby reducing the ~ lue of the Towns for the pur-

pose"s of trade and commerce. A re-v~luation ther fore can 

only mean 

(National 

inequitable increase and corresponding taxation 

d Local) and at a time when revenue expenditure 

is c lling on the Countryts cs. it 1. 

It there oust ~ a re-valuation of Eire it should only 
, 

take lace concur~ently with a revision of all existing 

1a of taxation and generally. 

No 1 my Council -desire to start a c mpaign against the 

present re-valuation Bill becpase it is not anted as the 
,f 

country cannot afford to contribute more to rates and taxes .. 
and consider the limit has been reached both colleotivelY 

and .-.&~"a.lly. You il~ remember also that the Municipal 

Conf~rence recently un nimousIy resolved to oppose a. 

Re-valuation enaotment. 

You will alsa remember that at the 25t Annual Confer

ence of the unicipal Author~ties Association held in Galway 

a resolution was passed on the first day recommending a new 

method of valuation and rating having for basis the capital 

land value and ground rents, the rep ling of all ex1sting 

legislation, in oonnection with the raising and levying of 

rates, ann for t e fu ture tlat the owner of the premises 

alone should be the person or persons to be rated. 

As you are aware it Till take concerted action to keep 

this Bill frdm ree.chin 7 t e Statute Book a.nd so my Counoil 

. ask you to join in this campaign and to promote its obJeots 
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by resolution condemning the Re- valuatlon Bill and 1nduc1ng 

your own 'I'. D.s to vote against the Bill on all and every 

occasion and whilst doing so to advocate that the existing 

basf of tax tion should be changed to that recommenaed by 

the Public Authorities of the State sitting in conference at 

Galway ho should kno- and appreciate the wants of the peop 

and their necessities." 

The follo ing resolution as adopted on the motion of 

r. Kelly seconded by urphy:-
• 

"T la t no a.ction be taken on letter at Town Clerk, Ne 111 

Ross, as to Bill for re-valuation of Eire until the Commitue 

lave had an opportunity ot examining its provisions . " 

Unoer date 23rd Decerber 1939 the Ue artm~nt of Local 

Go~rnmellt nd Public Heel th urote (G.8l95/S/38) that the 

Hinister sanctioned temporary overdraft by the County 

Council up to 31st.J nuary 1939 of 

the aggregatfr ~35,O o. 
sum, not exceeding in 

PLICATION 

The District Superintendent, Garda Siochana, Enniscor

thy'", wl"ote under date 2nd Janury 1939, tb.e.t he would make 

application to lniscorthy District Court 0 9th Ja.nuary 

1939 for the committal ~o an Industrial School of Patrick 

Larkin, ,,~on~rt, nniscarthy, 11 years and 6 months old, 

son of a labourer. 

leferred to County Solioitor. 
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The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Miss O'IVan, seoonded by Mr. Murphy:-

-That the Minutes of Finance Committee in respect of 

meeting held on 5th January 1939 be received and considered~ 

DRAINAGE COMMISSION: Miss O'Ryan said if statements by 

persons interested in drainage 1n excess of individual 

requirements were furn1shed County Secretary he would col~ 

them and send forward to Drainage Commission. 

SUSPENSION OF . ROAD WORK DURING SNOW STORM: In connection 

w1th this matter raised at the F1nance Comm1ttee by Mr. 

Colter, the County Surveyor stated he was ill when road work 

was suspended, but he consulted with the staff and cmld not 

see there was any use in hav1ng men walk1ng round the 

country, plodd1ng through snow, when no work was poss1ble. 

He had telegrams forwarded to the Gangers and Assistant 

Surveyors to_· suspend all the men and .. close down the work , 

unt11 the weather improved. In the ord1nary way 1f a man 
• came on the Job he would be entitled to payment for a wet 

day i~ he worked for the rest of the week. It the.. Council 

were sat1st1ed he would pay such men for the per10d dur1ng 

whioh work was suspended owing to the s storm. He felt 

that if he had allowed the men to continue he m1ght be 

called to adcount tor keeping them on while no work was 

poss1ble. 

Mr. O'Byrne sa1d 1t was unfa1r to have stopped the men 

for Xmas Eve. The ~gument advanced by some 01' the Council 

when the proposal for increasing wages ot road workers was 

be1ng debated at last meet1ng was that they were be1ng paid 
, 

fa- broken time. It the days for which the stoppage took 

place had been wet the men would have been pa1d and he could 

see no d1tferaace as regards stoppage of work between ra1n 

and snow. The men had also lost the benefit of the 
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Cathol1chOl, daY ow1ng to the stoppage. 

they be paid for the time lost. 

He proposed that 

. The County Surveyor said he had taken the action under 

dt\scussion because he considered it the proper thing to do. 

Mr. Keegan said there was plenty of work for the men in 

Gorey. It w~ impossible to get to the Churches or into 

Gorey town dur1ng Christmas week owing to the snow. The 

men could have .been employed cleaning the streets and foot

paths and giving the people an opportunity of carrying on 

their business. 

The Chairman bel1eved it was a m1stake to have suspen

ded the work 10 .Gorey town. 

Mr. Treanor, Assistant Surveyor for the district, said 

he believed no man could have carried out any road work on 

the street, ot GOrey dur1ng the snow because it was freezing 

as it fell and it was really dangerous. 

Mr. Keegan said from a charitable point of v1ew they 
~ -, 

should have made work for the men who were depending on the 
t 

Council fGr their Christmas dinner; instead they were 

s topped by wire. It was surely a very bad principle to 

stop men during Christmas week and to leave them ~ithout 

their Christmas dinner. 

The County Surveyor pOinted out 

Christmas dinner was concerned the men were not affected, 

beoause the payment for that week would not be disoharged 

till after Christmas and the amount due up to the preceding 

week had been forwarded eaoh man on 21st December. 

Miss O'Ryan held that the County Surveyor was Justified 

in his action • If the work had not been stopped the 
.. 

Council would have appeared rid1culGus in the eyes of the 

public for paying men who could not possibly work. Would 

the most advanced Labour member advooate paying the men if 

the snow had to continue for two or three weeks, as it 
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appeared for a time it might have done. When the Council 

arranged to pay for broken time it was never intended that 

this should exceed a day or a day and a half. It was not 

correct to state that the money would be stopped from the 

men, as a corresponding number ot days would be found tor 

them before the conclusion of the f1nancial half year. In 

her opinion, the men would prefer to be able to say that 

they wer able to work tor their money than to have it 

presented to them for doing nothing - practically as 

charity. 

Mr. Culleton, in seconding Mr. OISyrne's proposal, 

referred to the statement made by Miss O'Ryan that payment 

would be made at the end of the year but who knew where the 

men would be when that time came. Was there any reason 

why the men should be hungry because they could not work 

owing to certain circumstances? If the Surveyors had not 

much !o do their salaries would not be curtailed but it 

seemed as it the men who were getting wages would not be 
,-

entitled to payment • He believed they were as muoh entit-
.. 

led to be paid for snowy dayd as wet days and he contended 
" 

that this was provided for by the Direct Labour Scheme of 

the Coullcil. 

Col. Quln proposed the followi amendment:-

'That the Council approve the action of the County 

Surveyor in suspending road work during the period it was • 
impossible to carryon same owing to snowfall, and that 

no payment be made to road workers concerned for the period 

of suspension.' 

Mr. Colfer held that there we~e parts of the County 

waerevery useful work could have been carried out and it 

should have been continued there. 

stop work allover the County. 

It was a mistake to 

Mr. Birth1stle, Assistant Surveyor, speaking for 

himself and his colleagues, said everything had been done 
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to ensure that the workmen had wages for Xmas. He had all 

the work he could possibly arrange going fUll swlng on 

three dltterenO Jobs, ~ one gang 38 men being employed. 

He did not consider he was getting the fUllest value out o~ 

this work owlng to the waa ther. The Surveyors did not look 

for credit for what they did although they deserved it. As 

for the payment for the holyday any man who turned up for 

work on the last day on ~ch he should have worked before 

the holyday was paid for ' the holyday. The men were stopped 

on Friday and Saturday, 23rd and 24th December, and in his 

opinion they bad got every facility possible. 

The County Surveyor stated that when the matter was 

brought to his notice he considered the point that if the 

men were paid for the snowy days the work would have to stop 

an equal number of days earlier next March. However, he 

was only concerned with the side of the question deallng 

with the work; payment was one for the County Council. 

Mr. Keesan asked if the Gangers were working on the 

two days on which the men had been stopped. 

The ASSistant Surveyors stated in turn that no Gangers 

were paid except those who were either working or going 

around their districts informlng the men of the stoppage. 

Mr. T. Redmond said that the County Surveyor was the 

responsible officer and he was as muoh interested as any man 

could be in the men working under him. If it were possible 

under the law the County Surveyor would see that the men 

were paid for the period of the stoppage. 

Miss O'Ryan seconded Col. QUin's motion and said if a 

plebiscite among the road workers was taken they would find 

an overwhelming majority in favour of the deputy surveyors. 

She never met a good road worker who did not say the Survey

ors always gave them every fair play. The road workers 

would see there was very good reason for the Surveyor's 

action in this matter, as the County CounCil would be giving 
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the amount of money stopped for wor.k carried out later on. 

The County Surveyor said he believed he acted perfectly 

right in the matter but lf the Council were satisfied he 

acted wrongly 1 t was an error of Juag.ment on his part. 

The Chairman said that as there was a d1fference of 

opinlon on the questlon he did not believe he should be askSd 

to acoept the resolution of Mr. O'Byrne in its present bald 

form, to PB:9 the men for work that had not been done. There 

might be a question that under the Direct Labour Regulations 

they were entitled to payment and he suggested they should" 

ask the oplnion of the County Solicitor. 

Mr. Elgee, County Solicitor, said as far as hemuld see 

when the men were absolutely unable to work the members 

voting for their payment would be surcharged. 

The Chairman asked in view of this opinion would the 

proposer and seconder of the resolution for payment persist 

in having their motion put to the meeting. 

Messrs. O'Byrne and Culleton sald they stood by their 

proposal and wished to have a vote taken. 

Mr. Keegan held that the motlon for payment was out of 

order. 

The Chairman said he was entlrely opposed to Col. Quinl e 

motion as he thought work could have been found for the men. 

On the other hand as the County Surveyor - the responslble 

offlcer - had issued a definlte order to stop the work he 

did not believe they could be paid. If the Council were 

in favour he would propose that the matter be referred back 

to the Finance Committee for a thorough investigation as to 

the liability of the Council. 

Mr. Ronan said as the County fblicitor had given his 

opinion it would be better to have a vote on Col. Quin's 

amendment and dispose of the matter onoe and for all. 

Col. Qu1n1 s amendment was then put with the following 

result:-

- - --~~~-- --- ----
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For: Messrs. R. Doyle, Kennedy, Kinsella, McOarthy, 

Murphy J 0 '1\Yan, QUin, M. Redmond, T. Redmond, Ronan, Smyth 

and Walsh. - 12. 

~~~: Messrs. Oolter, Culleton, Keegan, Kelly, 

o I Byrne and the Ohairman. - 6. 

Mr. Lawler did not vote. - 1. 

The Ohairman declared the amendment carried. 

On being put as the substantive motion it was adopted 

without dissent. 

OUTTING OF HEDGES: The Oounty Surveyor said he bad direc-

ted the Assistant Surveyors to deal with this matter of 

cutting ot hedges. Subsequently he received a letter from 

Department ot Looal Government and Public Health that , 

aotion should be taken in the matter. However, as he had 

given his Assistant Surveyors definite instructions that 

proceedings should be instituted against persons refusing 

or neglecting to cut their hedges and that only the one 

report (that ot Mr. Treanor) had been received he concluded 

there had been no refusal to carry out the work in any of 

the other distr1cts. 

In reply to Mr. Keegan Mr. Treanor said he would call 

on the persons vrho had been reported by him to the F1nance 

Oomm1ttee and ask them to have their hedges trimmed without 

further de lay. 

~PLIOATION NEW ROAD GOREY: Mr. O'Byrne asked it the ,. 

Council cluld take over a publ1c square which adjoined a 

public road. 

County Surveyor - The sea is considered to be a 

public h1ghway, so that all roads leading to the sea are 

regarded as public highways. 

Miss O'Ryan - Our official reply is that the Oouncil 

cannot take over the road, and those people are well versed 

enough to send us another application if there is any way 
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out of it. 

In reply to Col. Quin the Secretary stated that if 

the Council took over the road they Would be responsible 

for its future maintenance. 

Mr. Keegan said this was a private road. It was 

decided to refer Messrs. Huggard, Brennan & Godfrey to 

the resolution of the Finance Committee. 

DANGEROUS WALL AT ROSBERCON: Mr. T. Redmond said that , 
the wall referred to in Finanoe Committee minutes had been 

erected by a private person. 

The County Surveyor said that the foundation had _ot 

been sufficient to make a proper Job and it would hav.eto 

be rebuilt particularly as a new sewer ran along there now. 

OWENSTOWN LANE: In reply to Mr. Culleton the County 
, 

Surveyor stated that when inspecting this district relative 

to report as to flOOding there the local people would be 

notified and could be present at the inspection. 

FLQODIl~G ROAD AT CAMBLIN: Mr. T. Redmond did not believe 

that raising the road would effectually obViate the 

flooding. 

The County Surveyor said tha:t if the road was raised 

above flood level it would be protected. This was really 

all the County Council could concern themselves with. 

Mr. T. Redmond said there was no use in talking about 

this particular place unless the river banks were repaired. 
, 

The damage there would cost the County hundreds of thousands 

of pounds in rates and otherwise if repair was not carried I 

out. Mr. Kermedy, who travelled that road the previous 

night and tba t day could g1 ve them an idea of its condi tlon. 

Mr. Kennedy said the road was growing steadily worse 

for the past three or four years and not only the road but 
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good graz1ng land for two or three m1les was useless as it 

was flooded practically all the t1me. 

Mr. T. Redmond said the County Counc1l should make a 

de termined effort to get money from some source fa:' the 

repair of the breaches in the banks of the River Barrow. 

The Chairman proposed and Mr. T. Redmond seoonded the 

folldwlng resolut1on which was adopted:-

'That the County Surveyor be instructed to prepare a 

case for special representations to the Office of Public 

Works and to the Land Commission in regard to repair of 

breaches in River Barrow banks between Camblin and New Ross 

and at Fisherstown, Great Island and Ballynabanogue. I 

The County Surveyor said that about a year ago he had 

accompanied an Inspeotor from Offioe of public Works when 

inspeoting Great Island. 

MARSHALLSTOWN IANE: Mr. Ennis, Assistant Surveyor for the 

district, said that five or six years ago a Minor Relief 

Scheme Job was carried out at the piace. The water in a 

little stream on Mr. Somers' land was ponded back and it 

was neoessary to have this cleaned to do anything effective. 

The Ganger asked Mr. Somers (Senior) for permission to do 

this but he refuse d and told him not to meddle with the 

f1eld. The Ganger reported this to him (Mr. Ennis) and he 

thought that was final. Subsequently, it appeared that Mr. 

Somers (Jun1or) gave perm1ss1on to have some clean1ng done 

but he (Mr. Enn1s) was never 1nformed of this. All he 

was that Mr. Somers (Seni6r) had refused perm1ssion. He 

was very sorry it there was a grievance on the part of Mr. 

Somers through the misunderstanding which arose. 

It was decided to explain to Mr. Somers, Senior, how 

the mistake in the matter had been made by Mr. Ennis. 

~LLINCASH LANE: The County Surveyor said he had a map 

prepare d for the work. The new lane would be 100 perches 
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long, and the old one was 600 perches, so that there would 

be a sav1ng of 500 perches on travellers. The cost of the 

new lane would be £400, and a small brldge would cost £60, 

while the repair of the old lane to Join the new one would 

be £200. The total would be £660. 

Chalrman - Where will that come from? 

Miss O'Ryan - It will have to wait for the good ti~ 

Chairman - Write back and tell the people concerned 

that the matter is being considered but that it will cmst 

£600 and we have not the money at our disposal at the 

moment. 

Mr. Kelly - Would it be too big to be done under a 

Minor Relief Grantl 

Chairman - That would be a major work. 

Mr. T. Redmond seconded the Chairman's suggestion, 

which was adopted. .. 

GARRENSTAQLE lANE: Mr. Cullen, Assistant Surveyor, said 
. , 
that £15 would put the place into passable order. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion ot 

, the Chairman, seconded by Mr. Kelly:-

"That a sum of £15 be withdrawn from County Contingen

c1es FUnd for repair ot Garrenstacle Lane.' 

PROPOSED DUMP AT COURT OWN HARBOUR: The Chairman said that 

the price asked by the Courtown Brick & T lle Company was 

ridiculous. 
, 

The County Surveyor said that Lord Courtow.n was 

prepared to give a site for a dump, but it would be some 

distance from the town. He would see it and report. 

Mr. Keegan said that if the Brick and Tile Comp~ny 

were golng to retain the marlhole they bad otfered for 

dumping ground they should have it ralled around. 

Seoretary - It ls on his own property. 

County Surveyor - It is fenced off from the road, 
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and that ls all that concerns us. 

Mr. Keegan - As the premler body in the County we 

would like to polnt out to them that they would be 

responslble lf anything occurred. 

Cbalrman - We have no repponslbllity. 

It was declded to inform the Courtown Brlck & Tlle 

Company that the County Councll could ndt see their way to 

offer any higber flgure than £20 for quarry at Courtown 

Harbour proposed to be as a dump_ 

On the motlon of Mr. Colfer, seconded py Mr. Kelly, 

the following resolutlon was adopted:-

IThat Minutes of Finance Committee of 5th January 1939 

as submltted to this meetlng be, and tbe same are, hereby 

conflrmed and approved except in so far as same may have 

been altered or amended by resolution adopted at this 

meeting. I 

PROPOSED LOANS - NOTICES OF MOTION • 
COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH COTTAGES: 

• 
The following motlon, of 

which she had given prevlous notice and which was clrculated 

to County Councillors on the 16th November, 1938, stood in 

the name of Miss OIRyan:-

II hereby give notlce of my lntentlon to move at 
'" meeting ot Wexford County Councll to be held on 9th January 

1939 that consent be given by sald Council to the Wexford 

Board of Health and publlc Assistance borrowing supplemental , 

loans tor the purpose of completlon of the Schemes for the 

provlsion of 1000 Cottages throughout the County Health 

Distrlct, and also 528 Cottages throughout the larger and 

smaller villages ot the County as tollows:-
t. 

In respect ot 115 Cottages 7500 

In respect ot 208 Cottages 13600 

In respect ot 176 Cottages 2700 

In respect of 129 Cottages 3200 
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In respect of 284 Cottages in Small 
Villages 

In respect of 616 houses (balance of 
1000 houses authorised). 

£. 
21868 

4.0000 
Total 88868.' 

Miss O'R¥an said that the motion might come as a 

surprise to most of the members, but it was really more or 

less a matter of book-keeping. When they came to the 

Council in the beginning of that housing scheme they applie 

for a large sum and the Council were very generous in 

passing it and she still believed tbat that sum would be 

sufficient. It was estimated at first that the cost of a 

house under the new scheme would be £250, but due to one 

thing or another and principally to the cost of building 

materials having gone up and the increased cost of labour, 
I 

the cost was being brought up to £330, and the Department 

inSisted, in respect of each scheme, that they must borrow 

the extra figure to payoff each scheme separa tely, al though 

the other money was to their cred1t. 

Chairman - And probably won't all be used • 
• 

Miss 0' Ryan said in a scbeme of, say, 240 or 280 houses 

to be built, probably not more than 200 would be built, so 

al though they were asking for the money that day, they were 

of opinion that the £250,000 would not be exceeded. She 

did not think anyone would like to see them call a halt in 

building, although it would seem that housing was getting 

very expensive, but she understood the cost was coming down , 
a bit. If it was the general opinion that the Board of 

Health should stop building, of course the Board would stop_ 

In regard to asking additional sums, she wanted to point out 

that those sums were included in the sum already granted, 

end it was only a question of book-keeping. They had the 

best rent collection of any cottages in Ireland - 94 per 

cent collection at the clmse of the half-year, and two 

collectors had their warrants complete. 
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, 

Mr. Kelly seconded. 

Mr. M. Redmond said that he was in favour of Miss 

O'P~ant s motion. He would like to know when the next 

batch ot houses would be built. There were people in his 

area clamouring for cottages, and there was no sign of 

their cot_tages being built. 

The Chairman said that inquiries had been held in the 

different areas in regard to all the applicants 1b~ cottages. 

He thought that one had gone through and they were expectine 

word from the Government about the others. The Board were 

ready to go ahead. It was only a question of the Govern-

ment giving word as to the result of the inquines. 

The motion was carried unanimously. 

COTTAGES FOR VILLAGE OF FERNS: The following motion, of 

which he had given previous notice and which was circulated 

to County Councillors on the 23rd November 1938, stood in 

the name ot Mr. Ronan:-

·1 hereby give notice of my intention to move at the 
" meeting of Wexford County Council ~o be held on 9th day of 

January 1939 that permission be given Wexford Board of 

Health to borrow £4015 (Four thousand and fifteen Pounds) 

required tor the purpose of providing eleven additional 

cottages in the village of Ferns. 1 

Mr. Ronan, in moving the motion, read the following , 
extract from minutes of a Board of Health meeting on the 

21st November 193~:- , 

IThe Secretary read the following report on the 

number ot houses in Ferns scheme: 'The original report of' 

the County M.O.H. showed that there were 54 condemned 

houses in Ferns. The larger village order provided tor 

the erection ot 39 houses, portion on Murphy's land and 

remainder on Dunbar's land. When lay-out plan was submit-

ted by Messrs. O'Sullivan and Jordan it showed 50 houses on 

what purported to be the land authorised to be acquired fro 
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." 

Mr. Murphy. Examination showed that the lay-out enoroaohed 

upon land that had not been authorised to be aoquired. This 

consisted of an angle upon whioh stood a number of oondemned 

houses and was also the property of Mr. Murphy. The mattE!' 

was taken up with. the engineers and after interviews and 

correspondence, advertisements were issued for the erection 

of 38 houses on the Coolbawn site. A tender was accepted, 

but the Insurance Company refused to oomplete bond. It 

was then deoided by the Board to erect those 38 houses in 

addtion to four on Dunbar's land by trades oontract system 

under supervision of Mr. Flood. This was approved by 

Department but it would appear that Mr. Flood, in error, 

followed the lay-out and proceeded to erect the 50 houses 

shown on lay-out. Meanwh1le, demo11tion orders had been 

made in respect of the houses situated in the angie referze 

to. When the orders became absolute, the Board oons1dered 

it desirable to acquire this site, and instructions were 

given to the Board's solicitor to negotiate for its acquis-

ition. The Board offered £50, but the owner wanted £75. 

The Board decided to adhere to their offer, and the solioi

tor has now written that agreemen~ has been reaohed. It 

will be necessary to get the approval of the Department.'u 

Mr. Kelly seoonded the motion, whioh was carried nem • 

con. • 
Mr. Keegan drew the attention of the Health Board to 

repairs of oottages in his area. He had oomplaints every , 

day with regard to repairs. Some years ago - roughly 16 

or 17 years ago - the old Distriot Counoil or Board of 

Guardians appOinted a man to supervise repairs of oottages. , 
He did not really want to diotate to anybody, but would 

draw the Board's attention to the faot that they should 

give a little more of their time to repairs and he might 

state, for reoently built cottages. 

The Chairman said that Mr. Keegan might take it from 
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him that the matter engaged very much of the time of the 

Board. They were keeping Mr. Keesan's point in mind. 

Mr. Kennedy said that in his area a number of the old 

. cottages were :in a very bad way and he would ask the members 

of the Board to try to do something with them. Some of the 

old cottages were hardly fit for habitation. Some people 

said that they had applied for cottages to be repaired, and 

that was all they heard about it. 

The Chairman said that any reasonable application that 

came before the Board was dealt with and he knew of many 

cases where contractors were appointed to do the work, and 

some had them on their hands for twelve months or OVer. 

When they complained they were told it was not easy to get 

men, because the best of the men were engaged on the 

building of cottages. 

Mr. T. Redmond said that what the public wanted to know 

, was wby thousands and thousands were being spent on new 

cottages while good old cottages were being allowed to fall. 

Hundreds of cottages in the County were ready to fall and 

it was a question of a few pounds for repairs. 

Chairman - That's a matter for the Health Board. 

Miss O' B3ran - If any County Co~cillor sends in a 

report in regard to any house in his district needing 

repairs, I am sure the Health Board will see to it at once. 

LOAN FOR ROAD IMPROVEMENT: The following motion, ot which 

he had given previous notice and which had been circulated 

"to members on the 7th December 1938, stood in the name of 

Mr. Corish:-

"I hereby give notice of my intention to move at the 

meetlng of Wexford County Councll to be held on 9th January, 

1939, that Loan of £1,200 (One Thousand Two Hundred Pounds) 

be obtained from the CounCil's Treasurer, the National Bank 

Ltd. (repayable in five years), for the purpose of 
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, 

strengthening and surfacing Road No. 744 from Urban Bound.ary 

at Belvedere, Wexford, (vla Road at Wexford Sports Fleld) 

to Clonard.· 

In movlng his motion, Mr. Corlsh sald this was a very 

importan t road. It passed the Wexford Sports Ground and 

time and tlme again there were people coming to Wexford 

from outslde the County. Those who frequented the fleld 

at matches heard complaints about the state of that road. 

The Urban Councl1 had done the1r part up to the borough 

boundary and the road was pretty good now there. He would 

aSk the Councll to agree to borrow the amount. He suppos 

that over flve years lt would cost an average of £250 - £288 

for the flrst year - one-slxth of a penny in the £. The 

instalment of the loan to finance the scheme was included 

ln the road works scheme. It was only a question of 

passlng It. 

Col. Quln sald he thought they were promlsed that they 

would pay no more for roads. 

Chalrman - You have already passed 1 t. 

neoessary to implement lt wlth that resolution. 
Mr. K1nsella seconded. 
The motlon was carried. 

, 

It is 

POSITION OF COUNTY MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH 

The followlng under date 23rd Deoember 1938 

. (P.H.26265/l3/38 Loch Garman Sc) was read from Department 

of Looal Government and Publl0 Health:-

"Wlth referenoe to~ prevlous oorrespondence regarding 

the suspenslon by the Wexford County Councll Gt Dr. 
, 

Chrlstopher Bastible from the offlce of County Uedical 

Offlcer of Health for the County, I am directed by the 

Mlnlster for Local Government and Publlc Health to state, 

for the informatlon of the Wexford County Council, that he 

has instructed Dr. J. D. MacCormack, Medical Inspector, to 

hold a Sworn Inquiry on Wednesday, 4th January, 1939, at 
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.. 

10.30 a.m. at the Council Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, 

into the charges brought against Dr. Christopher Bast1ble 

by the Wexford County Council. The Inquiry is to be held 

in private. H 

, 
Under date 29th December 1938 the follo~g letter 

(P.H.26265/14l38 - LOch Garman Sc) was read from Department 

of Local Government and Public Health:-

'With reference to the Department's letter of the 23rd 
.... 

instant on the subject, I am directed by the Minister for 

Local Government and Public Health to state, for the infor

mation of the County Council, that in view of representations 

received from Messrs. Hayes & Sons, Solicitors, 41 & 42, 
Nassau Street, Dublin, that the fix1ng for the 4th January, 

1939, of the date of the Sworn Inquiry into the charges 

brought against Dr. Christopher Bastible by the Wexford 

County Council would not give sufficient time for the 

preparation of Dr. Bastible's case, the Minister has agreed 

to postpone the Sworn Inqu1ry for a week. The Inquiry w1ll 

accordingly, be held in the . Counc11 Chamber, County Hall, 

, Wexford, on Wednesday, 11th January, 1939, at 10.30 

o'clock a.m. 

Dr. Christopher Bastible has , been notified by this 

Department of the aig1nal date of the Sworn Inquiry and of 

its postponement to 11th proximo.' 

The following under date 30th December 1938 (P.H. 

26265/17/38 - LOch Garman Sc) was read from Department of 

Local Government and public Health:-

·With reference to the Department's letter of the 29th 

instant on the subject, I am directed by the Minister for 

Local Government and PubliC Health to state, for the infor

mation of the Wexford County Council, that in compliance 

with a further request received from Messrs. Hayes & Sons, 

SoliCitors, 41 & 42 Nassau Street, Dublin, he has agreed to 

the postponement to Wednesday, the 18th January, 1939, at 
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10.}O o'clock a.m. of the Sworn Inquiry into the charges 

brought against Dr. Chr1stopher Bast1ble by the County 

Counc1l. The Inqu1ry will, accordingly, be held in 

pr1vate in the Counc1l Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, on 

that date and at that hour. If 

The folldwing reply of Dr. Bastible to the charges 

submi tted aga1nst him by the Wexford County Counc1l was 

received by Mr. J. Elgee, Solicitor, from Department of 

Local Government and Public Health:-

"l. Dr. Bastible submits that he has always performed 

the duties of his office as County Medical Officer of Health 

in a sat1sfactory and efficient manner. He has been County 

Medical Officer of Health for County Wexford since the year 

19)0 and no complaint as to the performance of his dut1es 

has previously been made. 

As rec;ards the spec1fic charges under this head:- (a), 

(b)&(c). These charges are quite untrue and unfounded. 

Dr. Bastible has never been incapable of performing the 

duties of his office as alleged. (d) ,(e) ,(f) ,(g) ,(h) & 

(J). All Dispensari~s and Clinics were duly held and when 

Dr. Bastible was not present he made all necessary arrange

ments with regard thereto. 

The Dut1es of Dr. Bastible, as County Medical Officer , 
of Health, are supervisory and he is not bound to attend 

personall~ all Dispensaries and Cl1nics provided he makes 

proper arrangement for holding same, which he has done in 
~ 

every case. 

(i) As County Medical Officer of Health Dr. Bastible is 

bound to attend only such meetings as he may be required or 

directed to attend. No request or direct10n to attend the 

meetings 1n quest10n was either made or given. 

(k) Dr. Bastible did not endeavour to prevent the perfor

mance by the officers concerned of their duty under the 

Importat1on of Parrots (Temporary) Regulat10ns, 1930. On 
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30th September 1938 having received a complaint from a lady 

who had imported two budgrigars he telephoned to the 

ment of Looal Goverrunent and Public Health and having 

placed the facts before them was given certain advice which 

he communicated to the officers in question. 

The complaint, haVing been made to him as County Medi

cal Officer of Health, he conceived it to be his duty to 

communicate the advice he had received from the Department 

of Local Government and Public Health to the officers in 

question. • 
2. (a) & (b) These charges are untrue and there is no 

foundation for same. No complaint bas been received by 

Dr. Bastible from the patients referred to or any person 

on their behalf • 

. 3. Dr. Bastible suanite that on enquiry into the above 

oharges it will be shown that they are unfounded; he denies 

that he has been habitually intemperate and that he is un:f'1t 

to hold the position of Medical Offioer of Health for 

I County Wexford." 

The following letter from Department of Looal Govern

ment and Public Health under date 30th December 1938 

(P.H.26265/l4/38/Loch Garman - Sc) to Messrs. RaJes & Sons 

(Solicitors for Dr. Bastible), 41 & 42 Nassau Street, 

Dublin was read:-

"With reference to ~he Department's letter of the 29th 

instant, regarding the Sworn Inquiry to be held on the 18th 
-January, 1939, into the charges made by the Wexford County 

Council against Dr. ·Christopher Bastible, I am directed by 

the Minister for Local Government and PubliC Health to 

forward, for consideration by the County Council the 

accompanying copy of a letter which has been received from 

Messrs. Hayes & Sons, SoliCitors, 41 & 42, Nassau Street, 

Dublin, C.2., requesting certain documents and p~ticulars 

in connection with the above-mentioned charges. A copy ot 
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the Departmentts reply to that letter is also enclosed." 

The following is copy of letter sent by Local Govern

ment Department under date 30th December 1938 (P.H.26265/ 

14/38 Loch Garman (Sc)) to Messrs. Hayes & Sons, Dublin, 

Solicitors for Dr. Bastible:-

·With reference to your letter of the 23rd instant, 
~ 

requesting certain documents and particulars in connection 

with the charges brought by the Wexford County Council 

against Dr. Christopher Bastible, I am directed by the 

Minister for Local Government and Public Health to inform 

you that these documents and particulars are not available 

in this Department, but copy of ~our letter has been trans

mitted to the Wexford County Council for their considera~ 

The following is copy of letter from Messrs. Hayes & 

Sons, Solicitors for Dr. Bastible, to the Department of 

Local Government and Public Health under date 23rd December 

1938:-

'We are in receipt of your letter of to-day's date 
'"' , informing us that the Minister for Local Government and 

Public Health has instructed Dr. J. D. MacCormack, Medical 

Inspector, to hold a Sworn Inquiry on Wednesday, 4th 

January 1939, at 10.30 a.m. at the Council Chamber, County , 
Hall, Wexford, into the charges brought against Dr. 

Christopher Bastible by the Wexford County Council. 

In the first place, we would point out that owing to 

the intervention of the Christmas holidays the time at our 

disposal to prepare Dr. Bastiblets defence to these very 

serious charges and to properly instruct Councsel on his 
, 

behalf is altogether inadequate. 

In our letter of the 13th instant we pOinted out that 

Counsel would have to be instructed on behalf of Dr. Bast~ 

and that we would have to be furnished with copies of a 

number of documents and we asked that as long notice as poss

ible of the Inquiry should be given. 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



It is essential for proper preparation of our client's 

case that he should have access to or copies of all documents 

records and M1nutes relating to the charges in question. 

We understand that all these documents are in the power 

and procurement of the County Council and that Dr. Bastible 

has not access to same. In these o1rcumstanoes, we must 

ask you to please furnish us with copies of the following 

documents and particulars of the following IDa tters alleged 

in the charges:-

1. (c) Co~s of the records of the luberculosis Dispensary 
, 

and the V. D. Clinic held at Wexford on the 5th October 1938. 

Particulars of the alleged incapability of performing 

the duties of his office as alleged. 

(d) C<;>py of the letter dated 29th September" 1938 , 

referred to. 

Copy of the Records of all tuberculosis Dispensar.Us 

held at New Ross between 8th July 1938 and the 29th 

September 1938. 

, (e) Copy of the Report referred to. 

Copy of the Records of all TuberculOSis Dispensa~ 
• 

held during the month of July, 1938. 

Particulars of the alleged falsity of the statement 

referre d to. 

(f) Copy of thEf Records of all Tuberculcls1s Dispensaries 

held during the month of August, 1938. 

Particulars of the alleged falsity of the statement 
• referred to. 

(g) Copy of the Report referred to. 
I 

Copy of the Records of all Tuberculosis Dispensar.hs 

held during the month of September 1938. 

Particulars of the alleged falsIty of the statement 

re ferre d to. 

(h) Copy ot the Records of the DispensarIes referred to. 
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Under what Order, Regulation or Authority is it 

alleged that Dr. Bastible should have personally attended 

the Tuberculosis Dispensaries? 

(i) Oopies of the Notices sent to Dr. Bastible requir.mg 

him to attend the Meetings referred to. 

Oopy of the Agenda and Minutes of each of the 

meetings referred to. 

(J) Copies of the Records of the Tuberculosis D1spen-

saries referred to. 

(k) Full particulars of alleged endeavour to prevent 

the performance of their duty by the officers referred to 

together with copies of ariy correspondence which passed in 

relat10n to same. 

2. (a) Particulars of the alleged indecent and unprofess

ional conduct and of the alleged indecent assault and the 

time when it is alleged that same were committed. 

Oopy Records , showing all the attendances of Mrs. 

Johanna Bolger at the Tuberculosis Dispensary, the nature of 

her illness and full particulars thereof. 

(b) Particulars of the alleged indecent and unprofess-
\ , 
ional conduct and of the alleged indecent assaults and the 

time when it is alleged that~ each of such was committed. 

Oopy Records showing all the attendances of Bridget 
~ 

O·cronnor at the .Tuberculmsis Dispensary, the nature of her 

illness and full particulars thereof. 

Alsm please furnish us with copies of the evidence 

submitted to the Minister in support of the charges. 

Having regard to the documents and particulars which 

we require and the intervention of the holidays it seems to 

us that it will be impossible to properly prepare Dr. 

Bastlble 1 s case for such an early date as 4th January." 

The following under date 6th January 1939 was read from 

Dr. C. Bastible, 50 Hannaville Park, Terenure, Dublin:-
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II Having g1 ven oareful consideration to the effect whioh 

my suspension must have on my future relations with members 

of your Council and with employees of the various Local 

Authorities who are under my oontrol , I feel that it would 

be impossible for me to continue my duties as County Medical 

Officer of Health, even though (as I anticipate) the Inqui~, 

directed by the Minister should result in my favour . 

Having come to this conclusion, it seems to me that, 

with a view to saving further expense to all concerned, I 

should at onoe inform the Council of my decision to resign. 

Accordingly, without making any admission as regards 

the charges , made against me, I tender my resignation as 

County Medical Officer of Health. 

The following under date 7th January 1939 (P.H.68/4/39 

Looh Garman) to Messrs. Hayes & Sons, Solicitors, from 

Department of Looal Government and Public Health was read:

"I am directed by the Minister for Local Government and 

Publio Health to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 
• 

the 6th instant and copy of a letter addressed by Dr. C. 

Bastible to the Wexford County Council tendering his resig-

nation as County Medioal Offioer of Health. In reply, I 

am to point out the. during the discussion at this offioe on 

yesterday (6th January) with your representative, Mr. Hurlel .. 
• Solicitor, it was intimated to him that an officer cannot 

resign his office while suspended therefrom and that any 

proposal of Dr. Bastible to resign can only be conditional 

upon and to take effect from the removal of his suspension 

from office by the Minister should he so decide." 

After discussion, the following resolution was adopted 

on the motion of the Chairman, seconded by Miss O'Ryan:

"That, in view of the letter from the Minister for Lo 

Government and Public Health, under date 7th January, 1939, 

(No. P.H.68/4139 Loch Garman) to Messrs. Hayes & Sons , 
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'" 

Solicitors, Dublin, the Wexford County Council are not in a 

pos1t1on to deal with the matter or the res1gnation or Dr. 

C. Bastible, County Medical Orricer or Health, at this 

stage. II 

NATIONAL MONUMENTS 

Under date 21st December 1938, the rollowing (C. 94. 

49/1/36) was read from the Orfice of Publio Works :

·W1th rererence to your letters of 20adh and 25adh 

Meitheamh last on the subject of Ferrycarrig and Mount 

~ret Castles, we have consulted the National Monuments 
• 

Advisory Council in the matter and have to state that these 

Castles are National Monuments within the meaning of the Ac~ 

In this connection we wish to add, however, that we 

are adv1sed that a number or Churches s1tuated in graveyards 

and therefore vested in the Local Authority are in need of 

repairs, and would be specially eligible for attention. Of 

these, the most important is the fortified Church at Clon

mines, but those at Clone and Bannow are also in need of 

conservation works." 

On the motion of Miss OtRyan, seconded by the Chairman, 

it was decided that communication be sent to the owners of 

Ferrycarrig an~Mountgarrett Castles to ascertain if they 

are prepared to ves~ same in the County Council. 

Also, that the Secretary ascertain from the Secretary, 
.. 

County Board of Health, in how many of the vested graveyards 

are monuments which might be deemed to be of national 

importance and if necessary repairs had not been carried 

out recently at Clonmines. 

TACUMSHANE lAKE 

The County Surveyor submitted the following letter 

received by him from the Office of Public Works under date 

31st December, 1938:-
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HI am directed by the Parliamentary Secretary to the 
-Minister for Finance to refer to your letter of 28th ultimo 

relative to the dra1nage of Tacumshane Lake and to state 

that in view of the previous history of this project he does 

not consider the work suitable for execution by means of a 

grant from the Employment Schemes Vote." 

Acknowledgment of resolution from the Council of 

fldod1ng at TacumShane Lake was read from the Lend 

Commission (J3846/38) 22nd December 1938. 

FLOODING AT FISHERSTOWN AND GREAT ISIAND 

Acknowledgement of resolution of County Council re 

above (Estate R.H.Ryland E.C.8483 and E.M.Gallwey S.855 -

Co. Wexford) was received from the Land Commission. 

WORKS UNDER MINOR RELIEF SCHEMES VOTE 

In reply to Mr. Kelly, the County Surveyor said that 

he had received from Office of Public Works a preliminary 

list - 12 or 14 Works - which they had selected but this 

was not the full list. 

REPAIRS TO WEXFORD BRIDGE 

In reference to repairs to Wexford Bridge, Mr. 

Culleton asked if the work was go1ng on at present. He 

had been asked to inquire as to what was the rate of wages 

paid to unskilled workers. Was it the ord1nary rate to 
"-

County Council workers or town rate? 

The County Surveyor said it was the rural rate - the 

work was in the rural area - though some of the men might 

come from the urban area. 

Mr. Culleton - I have been asked to ra1se the 

quest1on. Probably there will be a protest, but let 1t be 

dealt with then. What 1s the proport10n of the Grant. H:>w 

much do we receive? 

Coun~y Surveyor - Forty per cent. 
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Mr. Culleton - I have been asked also to inquire if 

that means that only trades union labour be employed -

where the Government is giving any proportion of the grant. 

The County Surveyor said there was nothing in the 

Government regulations governing this work about trades 

union labour. 

FETHARD-BALLYCULlANE ROAD 

Mr. Colfer referred to road from Fethard to Ballycul~ 

abd said it was in a very bad condition. 

Chairman - A verY,very bad road. 

Mr. Colfer said the road was in a terrible condition 
• 

at present, and he thought that a memorial was being 

prepared for submission to the Council. As they failed 

to get the road into a Grant Scheme he intended to give 

notice of motion that a loan be obtained for its improvement 

The County Surveyor said they did a little bit on the 

road under Relief Grant. 

The notice of motion was accepted, the County Surveyor 

to find out the amount that would be required. 

POISONS AND PHARMACY ACT LICENCES 

On the motion of Miss O'Ryan, seconded by Mr. Sean 

Murphy, the following resolution waS adopted:-

nThat Renewal of Licences under Poisons and Pharmacy 
, 

Act be granted the following:-

1. Gerald Murphy, Tacumshane. 

2. John McNamara (Messrs. McCormack & Hegarty) 

Merchants, Quay, Wexford. 

3. Michael R. Moran, Enniscorthy. 

4. John Whelan, Irish Street, Bunclody. 

5. Robert Butler, St. Ivers, Broadway. 
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CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS TEA VELLING EXPENSES OF MEMBERS 

The tollowing resolution was received from Wick low 

Board of Hea Ith and Public Assistance:-

"That the M1nister tor Local Government and Public 

Health be requested to introduce legislation to amend 

Section 63 of the Local Government Act, 1925, so as to 

enable members of Local Authorities and Committees thereof 

to be paid expenses in respect of travelling trom their 

residences to places of meeting and back to their residence 

after attendance at such meetings, together with a reaS~4C~ 

'allowance for sustenance; non-attendance at three-fourths 

of meetings by reason of illness not ~ debar members from 

payment in respect of meetings actually attended by them." 

The Chairman stated that the Minister for Local 

Govel"nment and Public Health was taking action as regards 

, the re-adJustment of present arrangements for payment of 

contributions to ards travelling expenses of members. 

It was decided that the County Secretary communiCate 

with Wicklow County Board of Health and Public Assistance 

and inform them of the Chairman's observations. 

SAFETY FIRST 

The TraffiC and II Safety First" Association of Ireland, 

19 Kildare Street, Dublin, torwarded the follOWing resolu

tion which was adopted on the motion of Miss O'Ryan, second 

ed b~ Mr. Smyth:-

"That this Council make a special appeal for the year 

1939 to all users of public highways within our Jurisdict 

to exercise every care tor their own personal sefety; 

every consideration for the satety of others; and endea~~"~· 

to ensure they will not be the cause or the victim of an 

accident during this year." 

Mr. Smyth said it would be ot considerable advantage 

if instructions could be issued to the Schools and the 
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, 

Gardai warning school children - particularly when school 

was Just closed for the day - to keep to the left side 

of the road. 

It was decided to ask the Traffic and "Safety First" 

Association of Ireland if they could put the suggestion 

of Mr. Smyth into force. 

" 

.. 
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WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL 

SPECIAL MEETING - 20th JANUARY 1939 

.. 

County Hall, 
WEXFORD. 

INUTES 

N. J. FRIZELLE , 
Secretary Wexford County Council. 
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By d1rections of the Ohairman, Mr. D. Allen, T. D., a 

special meeting of the Wexford County Council was held in 

County Council Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, on 20th 

January, 1939, to consider the position of County Medical 

Officer of Health. 

Mr: D. Allen, T.D., Chairman, presided; also present, 

Messrs. J. J. Bowe, Patrick Colfer, Richard Corish, 

Christopher Culleton, Raymond Doyle, W. P. Keegan, John P. 

Kelly, William Kinsella, James Lawler, Thomas McCarthy, 

Sean Murphy, Sean 0 1 Byrne, Miss N. 0 1 Ryan and Patrick Ronan. 

The Secretary and County Solicitor were also in 

attendance • 
.. 

The following, under date 7th January, 1939, (P.H.68/ 

4/39) was read from Department of Local Government and 

Public Health:-

II I am directed by the mister for Local Government 

and Public Health to forward, for the information of the 

Wexford County CounCil, the accompanying copy of a communi

cation addressed to essrs. Hayes and Sons, SoliCitors, 

Dublin, in reply to a letter received from them transmitting 

copy of Dr. Bastible's letter of the 6th instant addressed 

to the County Council." 

The following under date 7th January 1939 (P.H.68/4/ 

39 Loch Garmap) is copy of the letter addressed to Messrs. 

Hayes & Sons, Solicitors for Dr. Bastible, County Medical 
• 

Officer and referred to in the forgoing communication:-

"I am directed by the Minister for Local Government an 

public Health to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 

the 6th instant and copy of a letter addressed by Dr. C. 

Bastible to the Wexford County Council tendering his resig

nation as County Medical Officer of Health. In reply, I 

'am to po.int out that during the discussion at this office 
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on yesterday with your representative Mr. Hurley , Solid1t~ , 

it was intimated to him that an officer cannot resign his 

office while suspended therefrom, and that any proposal of 

Dr. Bastible to resign could only be conditional upon , and 

should take effect from, the removal of his suspension from 

office ~y the Minister , should he so decide . 

A copy of this letter is being sent to the County 

Council." 

The following, under date 6th January, 1939, was read 

from Dr. Bastible, County edical Officer of Health: -

"Having given careful consideration to the effect 

which my suspension must have on my future relations with 

members of our Council and with employees of the various 

Local Authorities who are under my control, I feel that it 

would be impossible for me to continue my duties as County 

; Medical Officer of Health, even though (as I anticipate) 

the Inquiry, directed by the Minister should result in my 

favour. 

Having come to this conclusion, it seems to me that, 

with a view to saving further expense to a ll concerned, I 

should at once inform the Council of my decision to resign . 

Accordingly, without making any admission as regards 

the charges made against me, I tender my resignation as 

County edical Officer of Health." 

The following under date 9th January, was read from - , 
Dr. C. Bastible, County Medical Officer, 50 Hannaville 

Park , Terenure, Dublin: -

"With reference to my letter of the 6th instant 

tendering my resignation of the office of County edical 

Officer of Health, I am informed that it is the view of the 

Department of Local Government and public Health that an 

, officer cannot resign his office while suspended therefrom. I 

It is to be understood then, that my proposal to 

resign is conditional upon, and is to take effect from, the 
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removal of my suspension from office by the inister, if 

he should so desire." 

~ne following, under date 12th January 1939, was read 

from Dr. Bastible from his Dublin address:-

"With reference to my letters of the 6th and 9th 

instant, while, as I have already mentioned, I do not admit 

the charges made against me, I realise they were not made 

by the County Council lightly or without due consideration. 

An acceptance of my resignation (whe.ther or not 

coupled with a request to the Minister to determine my 

Suspension w~th a view to making my resignation effective) 

would not be regarded by me as a withdrawal of the charges~ 

Under date 13th January 1939, the following letter 

(No. P.H.69/9/39-wch Garman Sc) was read from Department 

of Local Government and Public Health:-

nWith reference to your letters of the 9th and 10th 

instant, regarding the suspension of Dr. Christopher 

Bastible from his office of County Medical Officer of 

Health for Wexford County, I am directed by the Minister 

for Local Government and Public Health to state, for the 

information of the Wexford County CounCil, that in 

compliance with a request from Dr. Bastible's SoliCitors, 

the Minister his agreed to a further postponement to the 

• 25th instant of the Sworn Inqury into the charges made 

against Dr. Bastible b.Y the County Council. n . 

The following resolution was moved by Mr. McCarthy 

and seconded by Mr. Kelly:-

"That the County Secretary, having received a letter 

from Dr. Bastible in which he sets out he would not regard 

the acceptance of his reSignation as County Medical Officer 

of Health by the Wexford County Council as a withdrawal of 

th~charges formulated against him, the said County Council 

hereby accepts the reSignation as County Medical Officer of 
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Health tendered by Dr. Bastible in his letters of the 

6th day of January, 1939, and 9th day of January, 1939, 
• 

to the Secretary of said Council, said resignation to take 

effect as .Jrom the date upon which the II inister for Local 

Government and Public Health terminates the suspension of 
" Dr. Bastible, should the inister so decide. 

In the circumstances, as far as the County Council 

are concerned, they will not press for the holding of a 

Sworn Inquiry into said charges." 

The resolution was then put and adopted, Mr. O'Byrne 

(who believed t e Sworn Inquiry should be held) dissenting. 

, 

, 

• 

• 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 


	9th-January-1939-Part-1
	9th-January-1939-Part-2
	20th-January-1939



