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appeared for a time it might have done. When the Councll

arranged to pay for broken time 1t was never intended that
fLis should exceed a day or a day and a half, It was not
correct to state that the money would be stopped from the
men, a8 a corresponding number of days would be found for
them before the conclusion of the financial half year. 1In
her opinion, the men would prefer to be able to say that
they were,able to work for thelr money than to have it
presented to them for doing nothing - practically as
charity.

Mr. Culleton, in seconding Mr. O!'Eyrne's proposal,
referred to the statement made by Miss O'Ryan that payment
would be made at the end of the year but who knew where the
men would be when that time came. Was there any reason
why the men should be hungry because they could not work
owing to certaln circumstances? If the Surveyors had not
much to do their salaries would not be curtailed but it
seemed ae 1if the men who were getting wages would not be
eAE?ZIéd to payment. He believed they were as much entit-
led to be pald for ;nowy dayh as wet days and he contended
that this was provided for by the Direct Labour Scheme of
the Council.

Col. Quin proposed the fcllowu‘ amendment:-~

"That the Council approve the action of the County
Surveyor in suspending rqad work during the period 1t was
impossible to carry on same owing to snowfall, and that
no payment be made to road workers concerned for the period
of suspension."

Mr. Colfer held that there were parts of the County
where very useful work could have been carrled out and it
should have been continued there. It was a mistake to
stop work all over the County.

Mr. Birthistle, Assistant Surveyor, speaking for
himself and his colleagues, sald everything had been done
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to ensure that the workmen had wages faor Xmas. He had all

the work he could poselbly arrange golng full swing on

three different Jobs, in one gang 38 men being employed.

He did not consider he was getting the fullest value out of
this work owing to the weather. The Surveyors did not look
for credlt for what they did although they deserved it. As
for the payment for the holyday any man who turned up for
work on the last day on dhiah he should have worked before
the holyday was pald for the holyday. The men were stopped
on Friday and Saturday, 23rd and 24th December, and in his
opinion they had got every facility possilble.

The County Surveyor stated that when the matter was
brought to his notice he considered the point that if the
men were paild for the snowy days the work would have to stop
an equal number of days earlier next March. However, he
was only concerned with the side of the question dealing
with the work; payment was one for the County Council.

Mr. Keegan asked if the Gangers were working on the
two days on which the men had been stopped.

The Assistant Surveyors stated in turn that no Gangers
were pald except those who were elther working or going
around their districts informing the men of the stoppage.

Mr. T, Redmond sald that the County Surveyor was the
responsible officer and he was as much interested as any man
could be in the men working under him. If 1t were possible
under the law the County Surveyor would see that the men
were paild for the period of the stoppage.

Miss O'Ryan seconded Col. Quin's motion and saild if a
plebiscite among the road workers was taken they would find
an overwhelming majority in favour of the deputy surveyors.

She never met a good road worker who did not say the Survey-

ors always gave them every fair play. The road workers
would see there was very good reason for the Surveyorts
action in this matter, as the County Council would be giving|
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the amount of money stopped for work carried out later on.

The County Surveyor sald he believed he acted perfectly
right in the matter but 1f the Council were satisfied he
acted wrongly it was an error of judgément on his part.

The Chalrman sald that as there was a difference of
opinion on the question he dld not believe he should be asked
to accept the resolutioﬁ of Mr. O'Byrne in its present bald
form, to pay the men for work that had not been done. There
might be a question that under the Direct Labour Regulations
they were entitled to payment and he suggested they should
ask the oplnion of the County Solicitor. g

Mr, Elgee, County Solicitor, sald as far as he cmuld see
when the men were absolutely unable to work the members -
voting for thelr payment would be surcharged.

The Chalrman asked in view of this opinion would the
proposer and seconder of the resolution for payment persist
in having their motion put to the meeting.

Messrs. O'Byrne and Culleton sald they stood by their
proposal and wlshed to have a vote taken.

Mr, Keegan held that the motion for payment was out of
order.

The Chalrman sald he was entirely opposed to Col. Quin'e
motion as he thought work could have been found for the men.
On the other hand as the County Surveyor - the responsible
officer - had issued a definite order to stop the work he
did not believe they could be paid. If the Council were

in favour he would propose that the matter be referred back
to the Finance Committee for a thorough investigation as to
the liability of the Council.

Mr. Ronan said as the County Solicitor had glven his
opinion it would be better to have a vote on Col. Quin's
amendment and dispose of the matter once and for all,

Col. Quin's amendment was then put with the following
result:-
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For: Messrs. R. Doyle, Kennedy, Kinsella, McCarthy,
Murphy, O'Ryan, Quin, M. Redmond, T. Remmond, Ronan, Smyth
and Walsh. - 12.

Against: Messrs. Colfer, Culleton, Keegan, Kelly,
0'Byrne and the Chairman. - 6.

Mr. Lawler did not vote. - 1.

The Chairman declared ﬁhe amendment carried.

On belng put as the substantive motion it was adopted
without dissent.

CUTTING OF HEDGES: The County Surveyor said he had direc-
ted the Assistant Surveyors to deal with this matter of
cutting of hedges. Subsequently he received a letter froﬁ
Department of Local Government and Public Health that .
action should be taken in the matter. However, as he had
given his Assistant Surveyors definite instructions that =
proceedings should be 1lnstituted agalnst persons refusing
or neglecting to cut their hedges and that only the one
report (that of Mr. Treanor) had been received he concluded
there had been no refusal to carry out the work in any of
the other districts.

In reply to Mr. Keegan lr. Treanor sald he would call
on the persons who had been reported by him to the Finance
Committee and ask them to have their hedges trimmed without
further delay.

APPLICATION NEW ROAD GOREY: Mr. O'Byrne asked if the
Councll cluld teke over a public square which adjoined a

public road.

County Surveyor - The sea is considered to be a
public highway, so that all roads leading to the sea are
regarded as public highways.

Miss O'Ryan - Our officiel reply is that the Council

cannot teke over the road, and those people are well versed

enough to send us another application if there is any way
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out of it.

In reply to Col. Quin the Secretary stated that if
the Council took over the road they would be responsible
for its future maintenance.

Mr. Keegan sald this was a private road. It was
decided to refer Messrs. Huggard, Brennan & Godfrey to
the resolution of the Finance Committee.

DANGERQOUS WALL AT ROSBERCON: Mr. T. Redmond said that

the wall referred to in Finance Committee minutes had been
erected by a private person.

The County Surveyor said that the foundation had mot
been sufficient to meke a proper Job and it would haveto

be rebuilt particularly as a new sewer ran along there now.

OWENSTOWN ILANE: In reply to Mr. Culleton the County
Surveyor stated that when inspecting this distfﬁct relative
to report as to flooding there the local people would be
notified and could be present at the inspection.

FLOODING ROAD AT CAMBLIN: Mr. T. Redmond did not believe
that raising the road would effectually obviate the
flooding.

The County Surveyor sald that if the road was ralsed
above flood level it would be protected. This was really
all the County Council could concern themselves with.

Mr. T, Redmond sald there was no use in talking about
this partlcular place unless the river banks were repaired.
The damage there would cost the County hundreds of thousands
of pounds in retes and otherwise if repair was not carried
out. Mr. Kennedy, who travelled that road the previous
night and that day could give them an i1dea of its condition.

Mr. Kennedy sald the road was growing steadily worse
for the past three or four years and not only the road but
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good grazing land for two or three mlles was useless as 1t

was flooded practically all the time.

Mr. T. Redmond sald the County Council should make a
determined effort to get money from some source fa' the
repair of the breaches in the banks of the River Barrow.

The Chairman proposed and Mr. T. Redmond seconded the
follawing resolution which was adopted:-

"That the County Surveyor be instructed to prepare a
case for speciel representations to the Office of Public
Works and to the Land Commission in regard to repair of
breaches in River Barrow banks between Camblin and New Ross
and at Fieherstowﬁ, Great Island and Ballynabanogue."

The County Surveyor sald that about a year ago he had
accompanied an Inspector from Office of Public Works when
inspecting Great Island.

MARSHALLSTOWN IANE: lr. Ennis, Astistant Surveyor for the
dlstrict, sald that five or six years ago a Minor Relief
Scheme jJob was carried out at the place. The water in a
little stream on lMr. Somers' land was ponded back and 1t
was necesgsary to have this cleaned to do anything effective.
The Ganger asked Mr. Somers (Senlor) for permission to do
this but he refused and told him not to meddle with the
field. The Ganger reported this to him (Mr. Ennis) and he
thought that was final. Subsequently, it appeared that Mr.
Somers (Junlor) gave permission to have some cleaning done
but he (Mr. Ennis) was never informed of this. All he kne
was that Mr. Somers (Senlor) haed refused permission. He
was very sorry if there was a grievance on the part of Mr.
Somers through the misunderstanding which arose.

It was decided to explain to Mr. Somers, Senlor, how
the misteke in the matter had been made by Mr. Ennis.

BALLINCASH LANE: The County Surveyor sald he had a map

prepared for the work. The new lane would be 100 perches
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long, and the old one was 600 perches, so that there would
be a saving of 500 perches on travellers. The cost of the
new lane would be £400, and a small bridge would cost £60,
while the repair of the old 1§ne to Join the new one would
be £200. The total would be £660.

Chalrmgn - Where will that come from?

Miss O'Ryan - It will have to wait for the good ti

Chairmen - Wrlte back and tell the people concerned
that the matter is belng considered but that it will cast
£600 and we have not the money at our dlsposal at the
moment.

Mr. Kelly = Would it be too blg to be done under a
Minor Relief Grant?

Chairmen - That would be a mnjof work.

Mr. T. Redmond seconded the Chairman's suggestion,
which was adopted. =

GARRENSTACLE IANE: Mr. Cullen, Assistant Surveyor, sald
that £15 would put the place into paé%able order.

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
the Chairman, seconded by Mr. Kelly:-

"That a sum of £15 be withdrawn from County Contingen-
cles Fund for repair of Garrenstacle Lane."

PROPOSED DUMP AT COURTOWN HARBOUR: The Chalrman said that
the price asked by the Courtown Brick & Tile Company was
ridiculous.

The County Surveyor said that Lord Courtown was
prepared to give & site for a dump, but it would be some

distance from the town. He would see it and report.
Mr. Keegan said that 1f the Brick and Tile Compgny

were golng to retain the marlhole they had offered for

dumplng ground they should have it railed around.
Secretary - It is on hls own property.

County Surveyor - It is fenced off from the road,
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and that is all that concerns us.

Mr. Keegan - As the premier body in the County we
would like to point out to them that they would be
responsible if anything occurred.

Chairmen - We have no repponsibility.

It was decided to inform the Courtown Brick & Tile
Company that the County Council could ndt see their way to
offer any higher figure than £20 for quarry at Courtown
Harbour proposed to be as a dump.

On the motion of Mr. Colfer, seconded by Mr. Kelly,
the following resolution was adopted:-

"That Minutes of Finance Committee of 5th January 1939
as submitted to this meeting be, and the same are, hereby
confirmed and approved except in so far as same may have
been altered or amended by resolution adopted at this
meeting."

PROPOSED LOANS - NOTICES OF MOTION
COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH COTTAGES: The following motion, of

which she had given previous notice and which was circulated
to County Councillors on the 16th November, 1938, stood in
the name of Miss O'Ryan:-

"I hereby give notice of my intention to move at
meeting of Wexford County Council to be held on 9th January
1939 that consent be given by said Council to the Wexford
Board of Health and Public Aqsistance borrowing supplemental
ldans for the purpose of completion of the Schemes for the
provision of 1000 Cottages throughout the County Health
Disgtrict, and also 528 Cottages throughout the larger and
smaller villages of the County as follows:-

In respect of 115 Cottages 7?60
In respect of 208 Cottages 13600
In respect of 176 Cottages 2700
In respect of 129 Cottages 3200
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In respect of 284 Cottages in Small £.
Villages 21868

In respect of 616 houses (balance of
1000 houses authorised). 40000

Total 88868."

Miss O'Ryan said that the motion might come as a
surprise to most of the members, but it was really more or
less a matter of book-keeping. When they came to the
Council in the beginning of that housing scheme they applle
for a large sum and the Council were very generous in
passing 1t and she stlll belleved that that sum would be
sufficient. It was estimated at first that the cost of a
house under the new scheme would be £250, but due to one
thing or another asnd principally to the cost of bullding
materials having gone up and the increased cost of labour,
the cost was belng brought up to £330, and the Department
insisted, in respect of each scheme, that they must borrow

the extra figure to pay off each scheme separately, although
the other money was to thelr credit.

Chairman - And proyﬁbly won't &11 be used.

Miss O'Ryan sald in a scheme of, say, 240 or 280 houses
to be bullt, probably not more than 200 would be bullt, so
although they were asking for the money that day, they were
of opinion that the £250,000 would not be exceeded. She
did not think anyone would like to see them call a halt in
building, although it would seem that housing was getting
very expensive, but she understood the cost was coming down
a bit. If it was the general opinion that the Board of
Health should stop building, of course the Board would stop.
In regard to asking additional sums, she wanted to point out
that those sums were included in the sum already granted,
and it was only a question of book-keeping. They had the
best rent collection of any cottages in Ireland - 94 per
cent collectlon at the clase of the half-year, and two
collectors had thelr warrants complete.
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lr. Kelly seconded.

Mr. M. Redmond said that he was in favour of Miss
O'Ryan's motion. He would like to know when the next
batch of houses would be bullt. There were people in his
area clamouring for cottages, and there was no sign of
their cottages being bullt.

The Chairman said that inquiries had been held in the
different areas in regard to all the applicants BHf cottages.
He thought that one had gone through and they were expectin
word from the Government about the others. The Board were
ready to go ahead. It was only a question of the Govern-
ment giving word as to the result of the 1nquinés.

The motlon was carried unanimously.

COTTAGES FOR VILILAGE OF FERNS: The following motion, of
which he had glven previous notice and which was circulated
to County Councillors on the 23rd November 1938, stood in
the name of lr. Ronan:-

"I hereby give notice of my intention to move at the
meetihg of Wexford County Council ¥o be held on 9th day of
January 1939 that permission be given Wexford Board of
Health to borrow £4015 (Four thousand and fifteen Pounds)
required for the purpose of providing eleven additional
cottages in the village of Ferns."

lir. Ronan, in movling the motion, read the following
extract from minutes of a Board of Health meeting on the
21lst November 1938:-

"The Secretary read the following report on the
number of houses in Ferns scheme: 'The original report of
the County M.O.H. showed that there were 54 condemned
houses in Ferns. The larger village order provided for
the erectlion of 39 houses, portion on Murphy's land and

remainder on Dunbar!s land. When lay-out plan was submit-
ted by Messrs. O'Sullivan and Jordan it showed 50 houses on

what purported to be the land authorised to be acquired from

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES




HHA

Mr. Murphy. Examination showed that the lay-out encroached
upon land that had not been authorised to be acquired. This
consisted of an angle upon which stood a number of condemnes
houses and was also the property of Mr. Murphy. The matter
was taken up with the engineers and after interviews and
correspondence, advertisements were issued for the erection
of 38 houses on the Coolbawn site. A tender was accepted,
but the Insurance Company refused to complete bond. It
waslthen decided by the Board to erect those 38 houses in
addtion to four on Dunbarts land by trades contract systenm
under supervision of Mr. Flood. Thils was approved by
Department but 1t would appear that lir. Flood, in error,
followed the lay-out and proceeded to erect the 50 houses
shown on lay-out. Meanwhile, demolition orders had been

made in respect of the houses situated in the angke referre
to. When the orders became absolute, the Board considered
it desirable to acquire this site, and instructions were
given to the Board's solicitor to negotiate for its acquis-
ition. The Board offered £50, but the owner wanted £75.
The Board decided to adhere to their offer, and the solici-
tor has now written that agreemen$ hag been reached. It
will be necessary to get the approvel of the Department,t"

Mr. Kelly seconded the motion, which was carried nem.
con. .

Mr. Keegan drew the attention of the Health Board to
repairs of cottages 1n his area. He had complaints every
day with regard to repalrs. Some years ago - roughly 16
or 17 years ago - the old District Council or Board of
Guardians appolnted a man to supervise repairs of cottages.
He did not really want to dlctate to anybody, but would
draw the Board's attention to the fact that they should
glve a little more of their time to repairs and he might
state, for recently built cottages. '

The Chairman sald that lr. Keegan might take it from
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him that the matter engaged very much of the time of the
Board. They were keeping Mr. Keegan's point in mind.
Mr. Kennedy sald that in his area a number of the old

cottages were in a very bad way and he_would ask the members
of the Board to try to do something with them. Some of the
old cottages were hardly fit for habitation. Some people
sald that they had applied for cottages to be repaired, and
that was all they heard about it.

The Chairman said that any reasonable application that
cameé before the Board was dealt wlth and he knew of many
cases where contractors were appointed to do the work, and
some had them on thelr hands for twelve months or over.

When they complained they were told it was not easy to get
men, because the best of the men were engaged on the
building of cottages.

Iir, T, Redmond sald that what the public wanted to know
was why thousands and thousands were being spent on new
cottages while good o0ld cottages were being allowed to fall.
Hundreds of cottages in the County were ready to fall and
it was a questlon of a few pounds for repairs.

Chairman - That's a matter for the Health Board.

Miss O'Ryan - If any County Codneillor sends in a
report in regerd to any house in his district needing
repairs, I am sure the Health Board will see to it at once.

LOAN FOR ROAD IMPROVEMENT : The following motion, of which

he had glven previous notice atd which had been circulated
"to members on the Tth December 1938, stood in the name of
Mr. Corish:-

"I hereby give notice of my intention to move at the
meeting of Wexford County Council to be held on 9th January,
1939, that Loan of £1,200 (One Thousand Two Hundeed Pounds)
be obtained from the Council's Treasurer, the National Bank

Ltd. (repayable in five years), for the purpose of
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strengthening and surfacing Rosd No. T44 from Urban Boundary
at Belvedere, Wexford, (via Road at Wexford Sports Field)

to Clonard."

In moving his motion, Mr. Corish said this was a very
important road. It passed the_wexford Sports Ground and
time and time again there were people coming to Wexford
from outside the County. Those who frequented the field
at matches heard complaints about the state of that boad.
The Urban Council had done their part up to the borough
boundary and the road was pretty good now there. He would
ask the Council to agree to borrow the amount. He supposed
that over five years 1t would cost an average of £250 - £288
for the first year - one-sixth of a penny in the £, The
instalment of the loan to finance the scheme was included
in the road works scheme. It was only a question of
passing 1t.

Col. Quin sald he thought they were promised that they
would pay no more for roads.

Chairman - You have already passed 1it. It 1s
necessary to implement it with that resolution.

lir. Kinsella seconded.

The motion was carried.

POSITION OF COQgEY’MEDIGAi OFFICER OF HEALTH

The following under date 23rd December 1938

(P.H.26265/13/38 Loch Garmen Sc) was read from Department
of Local Government and Public Heslth:-

"With reference to*previous correspondence regarding
the aﬁapension by the Wexford County Council af Dr.
Christopher Bastible from the office of County Medical
Officer of Health for the County, I am directed by the
Minister for Local Government and Public Health to state,
for the information of the Wexford County Council, that he

has instructed Dr. J, D. MacCormack, Medical Inspector, to
hold a Sworn Inqulry on Wednesday, 4th January, 1939, at
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10.30 a.m. at the Council Chamber, County Hall, Wexford,

into the charges brought against Dr. Christopher Bastible
by the Wexford County Council. The Inquiry is to be held
in private."

Under date 29£h December 1938 the following letter
(P.H.26265/14/38 - Lach Garman Sc) was read from Department
of Local Government and Public Health:-

"With reference to the Department!s letter of the 23rd
1nstaﬁt on the subject, I am directed by the Minister for
Local Government and Public Health to stete, for the infor-
mation of the County Council, that in view of representat
recelved from Messrs. Hayes & Sons, Sollicitors, 41 & 42,
Nassau Street, Dublin, that the fixing for the 4th January,
1939, of the date of the Sworn Inquiry into the charges
brought against Dr. Christopher Bastible by the Wexford
County Council would not give sufficient time for the
preperation of Dr. Bastible's case, the Minister has agreed
to postpone the Sworn Inquiry for a week. The Inquiry will
accordingly, be held in the:.Council Chamber, County Hall,
Wexford, on Wednesday, 1llth January, 1939, at 10.30
otclock a.m.

Dr. Christopher Bastible has _been notified by this
Department of the aiginagl date of the Sworn Inquiry and of
ite postponement to 1llth proximo."

The following under date 30th December 1938 (P.H.
26265/17/38 - Lach Garman Sc) was read from Department of
Local Government and Public Health:-

"With reference to the Department's letter of the 29th
instant on the subject, I am directed by the Minister for
Local Government and Public Health to state, for the infor-
mation of the Wexfard County Council, that in compliance

with a further request received from Messrs. Hayes & Sons,
Solicitors, 41 & 42 Nassau Street, Dublin, he has agreed to

the postponement to Wednesday, the 18th January, 1939, at
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10.30 otclock a.m. of the Sworn Inqulry into the charges

brought against Dr. Christopher Bastible by the County
Counecil. The Inquiry will, accordingly, be held in
private in the Council Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, on
that date and at that hour."

The folldwing reply of Dr. Bastible to the charges
submitted against him by the Wexford County Council was
recelved by Mr. J. Elgee, Solicitor, from Department of
Local Government and Public Health:- i

“l. Dr. Bastible submits thet he has always performed
the duties of his office as County Medical Officer of Healt@
in a satlisfactory and efficlent manner. He has been County
Medical Officer of Health for County Wexford since the year)
1930 and no complaint as to the performance of his duties i
has previously been made.

As regards the epecific charges under this head:- (a),
(b) & (e). These charges are quite untrue and unfounded.
Dr. Bastible has never been lincepable of performing the
duties of his office as alleged. (d),(e),(f),(g),(h) &
(J). All Dispensaries and Clinice were duly held and when
Dr. Bastible was not present he made all necessary arrange-
ments with regard thereto.

The Duties of Dr. Bast%?le, as County Medical Officer
of Health, are supervisory and he is not bound to attend
personally all Dispensaries and Clinics provided he msakes
proper arrangement for holding same, which he has done in
every case, .

(1) As County Medical Officer of Health Dr. Bastible is |
bound to attend only such meetings as he may be required or
directed to attend. No request or direction to attend the
meetings in question was elther made or glven.

(k) Dr. Bastible did not endeavour to prevent the perfor-
mance by the officers concerned of their duty under the

Importation of Parrots (Temporary) Regulations, 1930. On
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30th September 1938 having received a complaint from a lady|
who had imported two budgrigars he telephoned to the Depar
ment of Local Government and Public Health and having
placed the facts before: them was given certain advice which
he communicated to the officers in question.

The complaint, having been made to him as County Medi-
cal Officer of Health, he concelved it to be his duty to
communicate the advice he had received from the Department
of Local Government and Public Health to the officers in
question. _

2. (a) & (b) These charges are untrue and there is no
foundation for same. No complaint has been received by
Dr. Bastible from the patients referred to or any person

on their behalf.

3. Dr. Bastible submlts that on enquiry into the above
charges 1t will be shown that they are unfounded; he denies
that he has been habitually intemperate and that he is unfit
to hold the position of Medical Officer of Health for
County Wexford.,"

The following letter from Department of Local Govern-
ment and Public Health under date 30th December 1938
(P.H.26265/14/38/Loch Garman - Sc¢) to Messrs. Hages & Sons
(Solicitors for Dr. Bastible), 41 & 42 Nassau Street, p
Dublin was read:-

"With reference to #he Department!s letter of the 29th
instent, regarding the Sworn Inquiry to be held on the 18th
January, 1939, into the charges made by the Wexford County
Council against Dr. Christopher Bastible, I am directed by
the Minister for Local Government and Public Health to
forward, for consideration by the County Council the
accompanying copy of a letter which has been recelved from
Messrs. Hayes & Sons, Solicitors, 41 & 42, Nassau Street,
Dublin, C.2., requesting certain documents and particulars

in connection with the above-mentioned charges. A copy of |
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the Department's reply to that letter is also enclosed."

The following is copy of letter sent by Local Govern-
ment Department under date 30th December 1938 (P.H.26265/
14/38 Loch Garmen (Sc)) to Messrs. Hayes & Sons, Dublin,
Solicitors for Dr. Bastible:-

"With reference to your letter of the 23rd instant,
requeétins certain documents and particulars in connection
with the charges brought by the Wexford County Council
against Dr, Christopher Bastible, I am directed by the
Minister for Local Government and Public Health to inform
you that these documents and particulars are not avallable
in this Department, but copy of your letter has been trans-
mitted to the Wexford County Council for their consideratial

The following 1is copy of letter from Messrs. Hayes &
Sons, Solicltors for Dr. Bastible, to the Department of
Local Government and Public Health under date 23rd December
1938:~

"We are in receipt of your letter of to-day's date
1nrorﬁ1ng ug that the Minister for Local Government and
Publlc Health has instructed Dr. J. D. MacCormack, Medical
Inspector, to hold a Sworn Inquiry on Wednesday, 4th
January 1939, at 10.30 a.m. at the Council Chamber, County
Hall, Wexford, into the charges brought against Dr.
Christopher Bastible by the Wexford County Council.

In the first place, we would point out that owing to

the intervention of fhe Christmes holidays the time at our
disposal to prepare Dr. Bastible's defence to these very
gserious charges and to properly instruct Councsel on his
behalf 1s altogether inadequate.

In our letter of the 13th instant we pointed out that
Counsel would have to be instructed on behalf of Dr. Bastille
and that we would have to be furnished with coples of a
number of documents and we asked that as long notice as pose

ible of the Inquiry should be glven.
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It is essential for proper preperation of our clienttsg
case that he should have access to or coples of all docume
records and Minutes relating to the charges in question.

We understend that all these documents are in the power
and procurement of the County Council and that Dr. Bastible
has not access to same. In these circumstances, we must
ask you to please furnish us with coples of the following
documents and particulars of the following matters alleged
in the charges:-

1. (c) Copks of the records of the Buberculosis Dispensary
and the V.D. Clinic held at Wexford on the 5th October 1938.

Particulars of the alleged incapability of performing
the duties of his office as alleged.

(d) Copy of the letter dated 29th September” 1938,
referred to.

Copy of the Records of all Bﬁberculosia Dispensaries
held at New Ross between 8th July 1938 and the 29th
September 1938.

(e) Copy of the Report referred to.

Copy of the Records of all Tuberculosis Dispensaries
held during the month of July, 1938.

Particulars of the alleged falsity of the statement
referred to.

(f) Copy of thef Records of all Tuberculdsis Dispensaries
held during the month of August, 1938.

Particulars o} the alleged falsity of the statement |

referred to.‘

(g) Copy of the Report referred to.
Copy of the Records of all Tuberculosis Dispensaries
held during the month of September 1938.
Particulars of the alleged falsity of the statement
referred to.

(h) Copy of the Records of the Dispensaries referred to.
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Under what Order, Regulation or Authority is it

alleged that Dr. Bastible should have personally attended
the Tuberculosls Dispensaries?

(1) Copies of the Notices sent to Dr. Bastible requiring
him to attend the Meetings referred to.

Copy of the Agenda and Minutes of each of the

meetings referred to.

(J) Coples of the Records of the Tuberculosis Dispen-
saries referred to.

(k) Full particulars of alleged endeavour to prevent
the performance of thelr duty by the officers referred to
together with coples of any correspondence which passed in

relation to same.

2. (a) Particulars of the alleged indecent and unprofess-
ional conduct and of the alleged indecent assault and the
time when it is alleged that same were committed.

Copy Records, showing all the attendances of Mrs.
Johanna Bolger at the Tuberculosis Dispensary, the nature of
her illness and full particulars thereof.

(b) Particulars of the alleged indecent and unprofess-
ional conduct and of the é&leged indecent assaults snd the
time when 1t 1s alleged that each of such was committed.

Copy Recoyds showing all the attendances of Bridget
0'Connor at the Tuberculasis Dispensary, the nature of her
1llness and full particulars thereof.

Alsd please furnish us with copies of the evidence
submitted to the lMinister in support of the charges.

Having regard to the documents and particulars which

we require and the intervention of the holidays it seems to |

us that 1t will be lmpossible to properly prepare Dr. |

Bastible!s case for such an early date as 4th January."

The following under date 6th Janwary 1939 was read from
Dr. C. Bastible, 50 Hannaville Park, Terenure, Dublin:-
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"Having given careful consideration to the effect whic

my suspension must have on my future relations with members
of your Council and with employees of the various local
Authorities who are under my control, I feel that i1t would
be impossible for me to continue my duties as County Medical
Officer of Health, even though (as I anticipate) the Inquixy,
directed by the Minister should result in my favour.

Having come to this conclusion, it seems to me that,
with a view to saving further expense to all concerned, I
should at once inform the Council of my decision to resign.

Accordingly, without making any admission as regards
the charges made against me, I tender my resignation as
County Medical Officer of Health.

The following under date Tth January 1939 (P.H.68/4/39
Loch Garman) to Messrs. Hayes & Sons, Solicitors, from
Départment of Local Government and Public Health was read:-

"I am directed by the Minister for Local Government an
Public Health to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of
the 6th 1nstant‘and copy of a letter addressed by Dr. C.
Bastible to the Wexford County Council tendering his resig-
nation as County Medical Officer of Health. In reply, I
am to point out tha¥ during the discussion at this office on
yesterday (6th January) with your representative, Mr. Hurley
Solicitor, it was 1nt1$ated to him that an officer cannot
resign his office while suspended therefrom and that any
proposal of Dr., Bastible to resign can only be conditional

upon and to take effect from the removal of hls suspension

from office by the Minister should he so decide."
After discussion, the folldwing resolution was adopted
on the motion of the Chalrman, seconded by Miss O'Ryan:- 1
"That, in view of the letter from the Minister for Local
Government and Public Health, under date 7th January, 1939,

(No. P.H.68/4/39 Loch Garman) to Messrs. Hayes & Sons,
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Solicitors, Dublin, the Wexford County Council are not in a
position to deal with the matter of the resignation of Dr.
C. Bastible, County liledical Officer of Health, at this
stage."

NATIONAL MONUMENTS

Under date 21st December 1938, the following (C.94.
49/1/36) was read from the Office of Public Works:-

"With reference to your letters of 20adh and 25adh
Meitheamh last on the subject of Ferrycarrig and lMount
Garret Castles, we have consulted the National Monuments
Advisory Council in the matter and have to state that these
Castles are National Monuments within the meaning of the

In this connectlon we wish to add, however, that we
are advised that a number of Churches situated in graveyards
end therefore vested in the Local Authority are in need of
repairs, and would be speclally ellgible for attention. Of
these, the most important is the fortified Church at Clon-
mines, but those at Clone and Bannow are also in need of
conservation works."

On the motlion of Miss O'Ryan, seconded by the Chairman,
it was decided that communication be sent to the owners of
Ferrycarrig andg Mountgarrett Castles to ascertaln if they
are prepared to vest same in the County Council.

Also, that the Secretary ascertain from the Secretary,
County Board of Health, in how many of the vested graveyards|
are monuments which might be deemed to be of national
importance and 1f necessary repalrs had not been carried

out recently at Clonmines.

TACUMSHANE LAKE

The County Surveyor submitted the following letter

received by him from the Office of Public Works under date
31st December, 1938:-
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"I am directed by the Parliamentary Secretary to the
m1nia£er for Finance to refer to your letter of 28th ultimo
relative to the dralnage of Tacumshane Lake and to state
'that in view of the previous history of this project he does
not consider the work sultable for execution by means of a
grant from the Employment Schemes Vote."

Acknowledgment of resolution from the Council of
flaoding at Tacumshane Lake was read from the Land
Commission (J3846/38) 22nd December 1938.

FLOODING AT FISHERSTOWN AND GREAT ISLAND

Acknowledgemént of resolution of County Council re
above (Estate R.H.Ryland E.C.8483 and E.M.Gallwey S.855 -

Co. Wexford) was received from the Land Commission.

WORKS UNDER MINOR RELIEF SCHELES VOTE

In reply to lir. Kelly, the County Surveyor sald that
he had received from Office of Public Works a preliminary
list - 12 or 14 Works - which they had selected but this
was not the full list.

REPAIRS TO WEXFORD BRIDGE

In reference to repairs to Wexford Bridge, Mr.
Culleton asked i1f the work wase going on at present. He
had been asked to inquire as to what was the rate of wages
pald to unskilled workers. Was it the ordinary rate to
Gouﬁty Council workers or town rate?

The County Surveyor said it was the rural rate - the
work was in the rural area - though some of the men might
come from the urban area.

JMir, Culleton - I have been asked to raise the
question. Probably there will be a protest, but let it be

dealt with then. What is the proportion of the Grant. How

mnuch do we receive?

Counfly Surveyor - Forty per cent.
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Mr. Culleton - I have been asked also to inquire if

thet means that only trades union labour be employed -

where the Government is giving any proportion of the grant.
The County Surveyor sald there was nothing in the

Government regulations governing this work about trades

union labour.

FETHARD-BALLYCULLANE ROAD

Mr. Colfer referred to road from Fethard to Ballycul
ahd said 1t was in a very bad condition.

Chairman - A very,very bad road.

Mr. Colfer said the road was in & terrible condition
at present, ;nd he thought that a memorial was being
prepared for submission to the Council. As they falled
to get the road into a Grant Scheme he intended to give
notlice of motion that a loan be obtained for its improvement.

The County Surveyor sald they did a little bit on the
road under Rellef Grant.

The notice of motion was accepted, the County Surveyor

to find out the amount that would be required.

POISONS AND PHARMACY ACT LICENCES
On the motion of Miss O'Ryan, seconded. by lr. Sean

Murphy, the following resolution was adopted:-

"That Renewal of Licences under Polsons and Pharmacy
Ac£ be granted the following:-

: Gerald Murphy, Tacumshane.

2. John McNamare (Messrs. McCormack & Hegarty)
Merchants, Quay, Wexford.

3. Michael R. Moran, Enniscorthy.

4. John Whelan, Irish Street, Bunclody.

5. Robert Butler, St. Ivers, Broadway.




CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS TRAVELLING EXPENSES OF MEMBERS

The following resolution was receilved from Wicklow

Board of Heslth and Public Assistance:-

"That the Minister for Local Government and Public
Health be requested to introduce legislation to amend
Section 63 of the Local Government Act, 1925, so ae to

enable members of Local Authorities and Committees thereof
to be paid expenses in respect of travelling from their
regidences to places of meeting and back to their residence
after attendance at such meetings, together with a reason
‘allowance for sustenance; non-attendance at three-fourths
of meetings by reason of i1llness not %5 debar members from
payment in respect of meetings actually attended by them."

The Chairman stated that the Minister for Local
Government and Public Hes 1th was taking action as regards
the re-adjustment of present arrangements for payment of
contributions towards travelling expenses of members.

It was decided that the County Secretary communicate
with Wicklow County Board of Health and Public Agsistance

| and inform them of the Chairman's observations.

SAFETY FIRST
The Traffic and "Safety First" Association of Ireland,
19 Kildare Street, Dublin, forwarded the following resolu-
‘ : tion which was adopted on the motion of lMiss O'Ryan, second
L ed bx Mr. Smyth:-
‘R "That this Council make a special appeal for the year
| 1939 to all users of public highweys within our Jurisdicti
to exercise every care for their own personal sefety; and
? every consideration for the safety of others; and endeavour
' to ensure they will not be the cause or the victim of an
accident during this year."
b Mr, Smyth sald it would be of considerable advantage

AL 1natruc€ions could be issued to the Schools and the

»
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Gardal warning school children - particularly when school

was Just closed for the day - to keep to the left side
of the road.
It was decided to ask the Traffic and "Safety First"
, Associatlion of Ireland if they could put the suggeetion

of lir. Smyth into forece.
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WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL

SPECIAL MEETING - 20th JANUARY 1939

MINUTES

County Hall, N, J. FRIZELLE,
WEXFORD. Secretary Wexford County Council.
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By directions of the Chairman, Mr. D. Allen, T.D., a
special meeting of the Wexford County Councll was held in
County Council Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, on 20th
; ' Jenuary, 1939, to consider the position of County Medical
Officer of Health.
Mr.) D. Allen, T.D., Chairman, presided; also present,
Messrs. J. J. Bowe, Patrick Colfer, Richard Corish,
Christopher Culleton, Raymond Doyle, W. P. Keegan, John P,

Kelly, William Kinsella, James Lawler, Thomas McCarthy,
Sean lMurphy, Sean 0'Byrne, Miss N. O'Ryan and Patrick Ronan.
The Secretary and County Solicitor were also in

attendance.

The foilowing, under date Tth January, 1939, (P.H.68/
4/39) wae read from Department of Local Government and
Public Health:-

"I am directed by the Minister for Local Government
and Public Health to forward, for the information of the
Wexford County Council, the accompanying copy of a communi-
cation addressed to lessrs. Hayes and Sons, Bollicltors,
Dublin, in reply to a letter received from them transmitt
copy of Dr. Bastible's letter of the 6th instant addressed
tg the County Council."

The following under date Tth January 1939 (P.H.68/4/
39 Loch Gaerman) is copy of the letter addressed £o Messrs.,
Hayes & Sons, Solicitors for Dr. Bastible, County Medical
Officeé.and referred to in the forgoing communicstlion:-

llII am directed by the Minister for Local Government an
Public Health to acknowledge the recelpt of your letter of
the 6th instant and copy of a letter addressed by Dr. C.
Bastible to the Wexford County Councll tendering his resig-
nation as County Medical Officer of Health. In reply, I

am to pdint out that during the discussion at this office
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on yesterday wlth your representative lir. Hurley, Soliditar

it was Intimated to him that an officer cannot resign his
office while suspended therefrom, and that any proposal of
Df. Bastible to resign could only be conditional upon, and
should take effect from, the removal of his suspension from
office by the Minister, should he so declde.

A copy of this letter is being sent to the County
Council."

The following, under date 6th January, 1939, was read
from Dr. Bastlble, County Medical Officer of Heslth:-

"Having glven careful consideration to the effect
which my suspension must have on my future relations with
members of your Council end with employees of the various
Local Authorities who are under my control, I feel that it
would be impossible for me to continue my duties as County
Medical Officer of Health, even though (as I anticipate)
the Inquiry, directed by the Minlster should result in my
favour.

Having come to this conclusion, 1t seems to me that,
with a view to saving further expense to all concerned, I
should at once inform the Council of my declsion to resign.
' Accordingly, without making any admission as regards
the charges made against me, 1 tender my resignation as
County Medical Officer of Health."

The foliowing under date 9th Jamary, was read from
Dr. C. Bastible, County Medlcal Officer, 50 Hannaville
Park, Terenure, Dublin:-

"With reference to my letter of the 6th instant

tendering my resignation of the office of County Medical
Officer of Health, I am informed that it is the view of the

Department of Local Government and Public Health that an |

g 0fficer cannot reslgn his office while suspended therefrom.

It 1s to be understood then, that my proposal to

reslgn 1is conditional upon, and 1s to take effect from, the
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removal of my suspension from office by the Minister, if

he should so desire."

The following, under date 1l2th January 1939, was read
from Dr. Bastible from his Dublin address:-

"With reference to my letters of the 6th and 9th
instant, while, as I have already mentioned, I do not admit
the charges made against me, I realise they were not made
by the County Council lightly or without due consideration.

An scceptance of my resignation (whether or not
coupled with a request to the Minister to determine my
Suspension with a view to making my resignation effective)
would not be regarded by me as a withdrawal of the charges!

Under date 1l3th Januery 1939, the following letter
(No. P.H.69/9/39-Loch Garmen Sc) was read from Department
of Local Government and Public Health:-

 "With reference to your letters of the 9th and 10th
instant, regerding the suspension of Dr, Christopher
Bastible from his office of County Medical Officer of
Health for Wexford County, I am directed by the Minister
for Local Government and Public Health to state, for the
information of the Wexford County Council, that in
compiiance with a request from Dr. Bastlble's Solicitors,
the Minister has agreed to a further postponement to the
‘ 25th instent of the Sworn Inqury into the charges made
against Dr, Bastible by the County Council."

The following resolution was moved by Mr. McCarthy
and seconded by Mr. Kelly:~-

"That the County Secretary, having received a letter

from Dr. Bastible in which he sets out he would not regard
the acceptance of his resignation as County Medical Officer
of Health by the Wexford County Councll as a withdrawal of
ther charges formulated against him, the sald County Councill

hereby accepts the resignation as County Medical Officer of
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Health tendered by Dr. Bastible in his letters of the
6th day of January, 1939, and 9th day of January, 1939,
to the Secretary of said Council, said resignation to take
| effect as from the date upon which the Minister for Local
Government and Public Health terminates the suspension of
Dr. Bastible, shcuid the Minister so decide.
In the circumstances, as far as the County Council
are concerned, they will not press for the holding of a
Sworn Inquiry into said charges."

The resolution was then put and adopted, Mr. O!Byrne

(who believed the Sworn Inquiry should be held) dissenting.

1y ok Sl 39
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