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WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL 

MONTHLY MEETING 10th JANUARY 1938 

County Hall, 
WEXFORD. 

MItlUTES 

. J. FRIZELLE, 
Secretary Wexford County Council. 
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The Monthly Meeting of Wexford County Council was 

held in County Council Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, on 

10tn January, 1938. 

Present:- Mr. D. Allen (Chairman) presiding; also, 

Messrs. J. J. Bowe, John Connors, Richard Corish, Christqph~ 

Culleton, William Cullimore, John Day, W. P. Keegan, John 

P. Kelly, William Kinsel a, James Lawler, Thomas McCarthy, 

T. , J. Meyler, Philip Murpny, Sean O'Byrne, Miss N. O'Ryan, 

Col. R. P. Wemyss Quin, Michael Redmond, Thomas Redmond, 

Patrick Ronan, Myles Smyth, Malachi Sweetman and James E. 

Walsh. 

Tne Secretary, County Surveyor, County Solicitor, and 

tne five Assistant Surveyors were in attendance. 

The Minutes of last meeting were confirmed. 

PA~S 

Treasurer's Advice Notes for £10,208. 4. lId (Ordinary 

payments) and £23,007 (Transfers to Public Bodies) were . 

examined and signed. 

THE LATE MR. M. M. ROCHE 

The following resolution was moved by Miss O'Ryan:

"That we offer the widow and mother of the late Mr. 

I 

1 . M. Roche, The Beake, Kilmore Quay, our deep sympathy in 

their great loss. Mr. Roche was for some years a member of 

this- Council and took a very deep interest in its activitie~ 

In moving her motion, Miss O'Ryan said that the late 

Mr. Meyler Rocne was a distinguished member of the County 

Council. He was a man of wonderful ability and wonderful 

charm, and was a great loss to his own district as he was 

a fine employer. He was a scion of a very old Wexford 

family. Tney were all deeply sorry to see such a brilliant 

young man cut away in the prime of life, and tney extended 

their sympatny to his wife, his motner and his other 

relatives, including nis cousin, Mr. Thomas Meyler, County 

--------
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Councillor. 

Mr. Day seconded tne motion. 

Mr. O'Byrne expressed his sincere regret on the death 

of Mr. Rocne. 

Mr. McCarthy said that Mr. Roche was very popular, and 

was most energetic when a member of the County Council. 

, He (Mr. McCartny~ was quite shocked when he heard of his 

deatn. He was sure tne Council i ndividually and collecti~ 

ly offered their sympathy to tnose most dear to him. 

Mr. Walsh said he was closely associated with Mr. 

ocne on the Health Board, and always found him to take a 

most reasonable view in all matters which came before that 

Body. 

Col. Quin, Mr. Smyth , the County Secretary and County 

Surveyor referred in f~tting terms to the loss of Mr. Roche 
• 

to tne community. 

In putting the motion the Chairman said that Mr. Roche 

took a very great interest in the affairs of the County, 

particularly everything dealing with agriculture. He was 

not only a big loss to his own family, but to the people of 

tne County. He was most popular in every part of it. The 

meeting that day extended the fullest possible sympathy to 

nis wife, his motner and his other relatives. 

Tne motion was adopted in silence. 

Mr. Meyler returned thanks for the vote. 

THE LATE MR. ALEXANDER KINSELLA, GOREY 

Mr. Keegan proposed a vote of condolence with the 

family of ·the late Mr. Alexander Kinsella, Ballyloughan, 

Gorey. JIr. Keegan said that Mr. Kinsella had spend a great 

many years as a member of the County CounCil, being one of 

its first members. 

Mr. O'Byrne seconded, and said that Mr. Kinsella had 

given great service as a member of the Council. 
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The Chairman, Secretary and County Surveyor joined in 

the expression of sympathy, and tne vote was passed in 

silence, the members standing. 

THE LATE MRS. MORAN, WEXFORD 

Miss O'Ryan proposed a vote of condolence to Miss 

Moran, Telephone Attendant, County Council Offices (daughte~ 

and to Mr. Robert Moran (husband) in the death of Mrs. Mary 

J. Moran, Paul Quay, Wexford. Miss O'Ryan said that the · , 
Moran family had played a big part in the struggle for the 

independence of Ei~e. 

Mr. Kelly seconded the motion which was adopted in the 

usual manner. 

THE LATE COL. GIBBON, COU TY COUNCILLOR 

On the motion of Mr. OtByrne seconded by Mr. Thomas 

edmond, it was decided that the following reply to vote of 

condolence to Mrs. Gibbon, Sleedagh, Wexford, on the death 

of her husband, tne late Col. Gibbon (County Councillor) 
• 

be inserted on the Minutes of the day:-

"Will you thank the members of tne County Council and 

you~elf for your very kind messages of condolence and 

appreciation. Colonel Gibbon's deatn is an irretrievable 

loss to me, but I am most grateful for all the sympathy I 

have received. II 

OLD AGE PE1SION SUB-COMMITTEE o. 4 

The following resolution was adopted on tne motion of 

the Chairman seconded by Mr. O'Byrne:-

"That as recommended by Old Age Pe~sion Sub-Committee 

o. 4, Rev. W. Harpur, P.P., V.F., be appointed a member of 

this Sub-Committee vice Mr. D. W. Butler, Courtown Harbour, 

disqualified for non-attendance. II 
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CO-6PTION OF COUNCILLORS, etc. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr. 

Day, seconded by Mr. Kinsella:-

"Tnat r. r. Peter Doyle, Ballynarty, Bridgetown, be elected 

a member of Wexford County Council vice Col. Gibbon (deceased) ~ 

Tne following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr. 

T. Remnond, seconded by Mr . M. Redmond:-

"Tnat Ar . James Kennedy, Snelbaggin, Ramsgrange, be , 
elected a member of Wexford County Council vice Mr . John 

Cummins (resigned)." 

GOUNTY WEXFORD BOARD OF HEALTH AND PUBLIC ASSISTANCE 

The following resolution was adopted on tne motion of 

Miss O'Ryan, seconded by Mr. Ronan:-

"Tnat .;ir. Tnomas Redmond be elected a member of County 

Wexford Board of Healtn and Public Assistance vice Mr . John 

Cummins (resigned). II 4 

i 

!i 
i 

COUNTY ~OMMITTEE OF AGRICULTURE ~ 

- . Miss OIRyan proposed Mr. James Kenneay, Shelbaggin, Rams-

grange, as a member of above Commit~ee vice Mr. John Cummins 

(resigI)ed) . 

Mr. Kelly seconded. 

Mr . O'Byrne proposed tne appointment of Mr . Myles Smyth, 

but subsequently withdrew the motion and Mr. Kennedy was 

appointed. 

COUNTY WEXFORD VOCATIO~AL EDUCATION COMMITTEE 

Tne following resolution was adoptea on the motion of 

Miss'O'Ryan seconded by Mr. Thomas Redmond:-

"Tnat Mr . James Kennedy, Shelbaggin, Ramsgrange, be 

elected a member of County Wexford Vocational Education 

Committee vice Mr. Jonn Cummins (resigned).11 

~~NTAL HOSPITAL CO~ll~ITTEE 

On the motion of Miss 0 1 Ryan, seconded by Mr . Corish, a 

resolution was adopted appointing Mr . James Kennedy, Shelbag~ 

Ramsgrange, a member of Mental Hospital Committee vice Mr . 

John Cummins (resigned). 

--- -
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THE NEW CONSTITUTION FOR EIRE 

Mr. Sweetman said tnat since the last meeting the new 

Constitution of Eire had been inaugurated. It had been 

passed and ratified by the people in a most democratic , 
manner, and it would enable them to make further progress 

in tneir immediate aim of a free and independent Ireland. 

There might be certain indiViduals present at that meeting 

tnat had not helped to produce the Constitution, but he 

hoped that in time they, too, would see the value of it. 

All he asked that day for the Constitution was the kind 

silence of sucn people. He believed that in time Consti-

tution Day would become one of the greatest celebrations in 

Eire. By degrees the fpeople were beginning to see that, 

apparently, the great powers of tne world were not going to 

strike at them for making their bid for independence . He 

believed that as a result of the enactment of the Constitu, 
tion they would win the admiration of the British people, 

and tne people of the Six Counties, who up to now might have 

doubted their determination for independence and even-handed 

justice. He proposed:-

"That we, the Wexford County Council, as the premier 

body in the County Wexford concerned with Local Government, 

congratulate the Irish people upon the adoption of a 

Consti tution whiCh nas gained world wide approval." 

In answer to Mr. Kinsella, Mr. Sweetman said he had 

not referred to parties on the Council not helping to 

produce the Constitution. 

indi vidlials . 

He said that there might be 

Mr. . Redmond seconded Mr. Sweetman's proposition, 

and said that the new Constitution had won the approval of 

leaders of ChurCh and State, and he, as ruhumble man, was 

satisfied with their opinion. They had approval of it 

= ---

~ 
I 

r 

I 

I 

I 

I 

: 
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from churches of differenct denominations in the country, , 
and outside of it, that it was a Christian Constitution. 

He was glad to live to see the day tnat the Constitution 

gave them the freedom that their forefathers had fought and 

died for in the past 60 years. He agreed with Mr. Sweetman 

tnat the time would come when Constitution Day would be the 

greatest day in Eire. 

The motion was adopted, Mr. Kinsella and Col. Quin 

dissenting. 

CONFIRMATIO OF MINUTES OF FI ANCE COMMITTEE 

MEETI~G 22nd DECEMBER 1~37: 

were submitted as follows:-

-

The Minutes of this meeting 

/ 
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The fortnightly meeting of the Finance Committee as 

held in County Council Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, on 

22nd December, 1937. 

present:- essrs. P. Colfer, W. Cullimore, W. P. 

Keegan, John P. Kelly Sean O'Byrne and Miss Olflyan. 

The Secretary, Assistant Secretary and County Surveyor 

were in attendance. 

Mr. Elgee, Count Solicitor, was absent owing to a 

bUsiness engagement. 

On the motion of Mr. O'Byrne seconded by Mr. Cullimore 

the chair was taken ~y ss O'Ryan. 

After confirmation of the Minutes of last meeting, Mr. 

Allen, Chairman County Council, attended and presided for 

the remainder of the business. 

PAYMENTS 

Treasurer1s Advice Note for £3521. 3. 8d was examined 

and signed. 

DEATH OF ORAN, PAUL QUAY. WEXFORD 

A resolution of sympathy in the death of her mot~er 

as adopted to ·iss oran, Telephone Attendant in County 

Council Office, and to her father, on the motion of Mr. 
~ 

Kelly seconded by iss Olflyan. The latter said that 

deceased was a very special friend. 

The Secretary also expressed his sympathy on the death 

of {rs. oran. 

RATE COLLECTIO 

STATE OF: Rate Collection to date was submitted as 
~ 

fo110 ' s:-

Name of 
Collector. 

S. Gannon 
J. Curtis 
J. J. O'Reilly 
P. Nolan 

Percentage lodged 
on current warrant 
and 2 years I arrears 

53.9 
53·2 
52.8 
52.2 
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E. J. 1, u by 
J. Cummins 
M. Kehoe 
A. Dunne 
D. Kermy 
J. Deegan 
J. Flood 
P. Carty 
P. Doyle 

cCarthy 
VI. Cummins 
J. J. Sinnott 
J. uirke 
\Y. Doyle 

, 

Average 

52.1 
51.4 
50.8 
50.7 
50·3 
49.6 
49·5 
48.5 
46.8 
45.6 
44.8 
43. 2 
42·5 
.4L.5 

48.8 

7 

, 

POUNDAGE TO RATE COLLEC 0 Under date 20th December, 

1937, Collector J. • Curtis (Hon. Secretary to County 

Wexford Rate Collectors) wrote asking the Finance Committee 

to pay poundage to Collectors on 11 rates lodged up to the 

15th December 1937. Although some Collectors had been 

unable to oollect 50~ plus one year's arrears they d1d 

their very best in the matter and they ppealed to the 

Finance Commi ttee to get them poundage before Xmas as some 

of them were in need of the money . 

The Secretary stated that Collectors Nolan, Gannon, 

O' Reilly, E. J. Murphy and Curtis bad been already paid the 

specified amount of poundage agreed to by the inister for 

Local Government and public Health and Collectors Art Dunne 

and M. Ke oe were being paid that day • 

Proposed by • O' Byrne, seconded by • Colfer and 

passed: -

. "T at the Minister for Local Government and Public 

Health be requested to sanction payment of full poundage 

fees to Collectors who lodge by the 7th January 1938, a 

sum equivalent to th~f~ret moiety of the 1937/38 Warrant 

plus a sum equivalent to the arrears applicable to the 

1936/37 assessment." 

P EPARATION F ABATEMENT Fe S 

In connection with the preparation of Abatement Forms 

(Relief of Rates - Agricultural Land), writing of Post 
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Cards, etc., it was decided on the motion of r. Kelly, 

seconded by Mr . O'Byrne, tl t the following be employed 

as temporary clerical assistants for this purpose, rate 

of remuneration 1/- per hour:-

Enniscorthy: Thomas 0' ourke, 16 John St., Enniscor-

thy. 

Gorey: John Bolger, Garden City, Gorey. 

New Ross: James Wbe n, Nunnery Lane, New Ross. 

Wexford: John Warner, 4 Michael Street, Wexford. 

It as also decided that further clerical assistance 

required for the issue of the Forms will be dealt with by 

the Finance Committee at a later date. 

I LUlES NEDY, CO. SURVEYOR'S DEPARTMENT 

The County Surveyor submitted the following 

Certificate from Dr. O'Driscoll, House Surgeon, County 

Hospital, Wexford, under date 22nd December, 1937 :-

"I certify that r. Sean O'Kennedy was admi tted to 

this Hospital on December 14th, 1937, and was operated on 

for threatened strangulation of a Right inguinal hernia by 

Dr. O'Brien. 

He ill be unable to resume duty for at least six 

eeks." 

• Cullimore proposed and Miss O'Ryan seconded the 

following resolution, which was adopted:-

~T at, as recommended by Dr. 0 1 Driscoll, County 

• Sean O'Kennedy, be granted six 
~ 

eeks' leave 

of absence as from 22nd December, 1937. It 

"Tlat ichael Klr n, St. John's Villas, Enniscorthy , 

be apPOinted temporary assistant in County Surveyor's 

Department during t e illness of r. O'Kenned.y." 

HThat the ~iniBter be requested to sanction this 

temporary appointment." 
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URBAN COU CILS 

T e Secretary sta ted that up to the end ot September 

1937, the indebtedness of the Urban Councils in the County 

on foot of Demands by County Council as as follows:-

Enniscorthy: 

To March 

To September 

New Ross: 

£756. 2. 9 

£1692. 2. 4 

Clear up to end of September. 

exford: 

To [arch 

To September 

£2372. 3· 3 

£3438. 4. 8 

Total 

£2454. 5. ld 

£5810. 7. lId 

.£8264. 13. Ode 

Several members commented on the fact that owing to 

t e large sum due by Urban District Councils of Enniscorthy 

and Wexford, the County Council were paying Interest on 

overdraft. It appeared to the Finance Committee that 

these t wo Urban Districts were not pushing forward the 

poor Rate Collection as they should. 

Atter discussion, the following resolution was adopted 

on the motion of • OtByrne seconded by [1'. Colfer:-

"That unless t e Urban District Councils of Enniscor-

thy and Wexford lodge a substantial amount on foot of 

Demands of this Council by t e 7th JROuary, 1938, the 

question of instituting proceedings for the recovery of 
. 

the amount due ill be considered." 

'-... 
OTOR TAX OFFICE 

The follo ing un4er date 17th December, 1937, was 

read from Local Taxation Officer:- . 
"I beg to apply for the usual clerical assistance 

in connection ith the issue of Licences for the coming 

licensing year. 

I would be glad if t e Finance Committee appoint 

two assistants for the work. 
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10 

Tne ~udit of the aooounts of t is Department has been 

completed to 31st ,aroh last, and t e vouc ers to this 

period must be filed. Tle work would take about four 

days for t 0 Assistants. II 

The following resolution was adopted on the mot1on 

of • Kelly seconded by • Cul11more:-

liT t Thomas Wafer, St. Peter's Terrace, Wexford, and 

Patrick Lacey, South ~ain Street, Wexford, be apPointed 
~ 

Temporary Assistants 1n Local Tax tion Office for Itrush" 

period in connection with the issue of Road Fund Licences, 

at the rate of 1/- per hour, expenditure under this head 

not to exceed £20, the same amount as ~s allocated last 

year. 

That essrs. Wafer and Lacey be also employed for an 

extra four days in filing audited vouchers etc. in respect 

of financial year ended 31st rch, 1937. Remuneration 

to be at t e rate of 1/- per hour . II 

Under date 18th December 1937, the following letter 

(R. M.T.209/32) was read from the Department of Local 

Government and Public Health (Roads) :-

"I am directed by the Minister for Local Government 

and public Health to refer to your letter of the 18th 

October last, relative to the Council ' s proposal to a1lo 

• P . [ . . Donob! e, Clerk in County Council Offices, a sum 

of £1 per eek for acting as substitute for the Loc 1 . 
Taxation Officer during the annual holidays of the latter 

in the mont of August l~~t, and to state that the Minister 

ill raise no objection on this occas l on, to the proposed 

payment . I am, however, to state that, in future such 

arrangements as will obviate a similar payment should be 

_made for the performance of the ~ork during the Local 

Taxation Officer's absence." 
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COU TS OF JUSTICE ACT 1936 

Under d te lOth Deoember, 1937, the folIo ing was 

read f r om the County Registrar:-

I J 

iiI am direoted by the inister for Justioe to inform 

you that an Order has been made putting Part IV of the 

above Aot into opera ion . This means that the High Court 

ill go on Cirouit to hear appeals a s provided under the A~ 

I am also to inform you t a t it bas been deoided by 

t e Chief Justioe and the president of the High Court that 

t 0 Judges ill travel and sit sep rately to hear suoh 

appeals as are entered. In this oonneotion, I am to inf~ 

you that as there is only one Court av iJ.able here that 

temporary arrangements ill be neoessary for a. seoond Court . 

I am at the same time to inform you that it will be neoes-

sary to undertake ,as soon as possible the ork of providing 

a seoond permanent Court, and shall thank you to let me 

kno what progress is being made \nth t e matter so that I 

may inform the 1. inister. 

As regards t e seoond temporary Court there does not 

seem to be any plaoe available save the Council Chamber. 

I ould be glad to kno if the Council ~ill make it avai1-

able for use as a second Court . It will be necessary in 

'" t is case to make available a retiring room for the Judge. \I 

The County Surveyor stated that hen he examined into 

all the accommodation neoessary for Courts nd offioes, 

retiring rooms, a~ing rooms, oel1s for prisoners, lava-

tories, etc., he believed that the old building standing 

a t t e rere of the County Hall Grounds ould not furnish 

suffioient aocommodation and that i t 10uld be ~eoessary to 

erect ne premises. The oost of thes on rough estimate 

ould run to £16,000. 

T e Chai rman p01nted out that so f a r as he kne the 

feelings of the Council , they were not prepared to spend 

any large amount on any bu1ldings for the next five or ten 
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After discussion it was decided that the County Sur

veyor consult with t e County Registr r and ascertain if it 

would not be possible to utilise the existing Council Cham-

ber as a permanent eeond Court, as the inanee Committee 

understand that it muld be utilised for only a short perun 

each year. 

Proper arrangements for retiring room for the Judge 

mf this Court could be made if this proposal of the Finance 

Committee be accepted. 

ADVERTISING CONTRACT 

Under date 20th December, 1937, letters ere read 

from the nagers; "Free press", People" and "Echo" 

He spapers, 8 . eeing to accept t e offer of the Council 

for the advertising of the County Council and County 

Committee of Agriculture for the year 1938 at £140 each. 

If the advertising for the past year was paid for at 

recognised rates, it would run to about £250. In vie 

of this, they asked that the advertising for the coming 

year should be kept ithin as narro limits as practicable. 

Under date 13th December 1938, the following was read 

from the Department'of Education (S.E.B.), 1 Hume Street, 

Dublin:-

~ ith reference to your communica tlon of the 17th 

ult 0, regarding your Council's propose l to make available 

for the completion of the secondary educa tion of Catherine 

0 ' Regan t e amount of er Sc olarship refunded by the 

Loreto Convent, Wexford, I am to point out that the terms 

of your Council's Sc erne for the year in which the Scholar

s.Llip was awarded - 1933 - did not ake provision for such 

an extension of tenure and the Department is not aware of 

the aut ori ty under which t e Council proposes to waive the 

conditions laid down in the cherne. 
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The matter, however, is one for the Council to decide , 
and the Dep rent can t ke no responsibility for a decislDn 

to pay the amount n question. If, however, the Council is 

satisfied that it has power to do W', tit suggests the 

Department will offer no objection in the matter." 

It ras decided on the motlon b'f tiss O' Ryan, second.ed 

by • O'Byrne, tl~t tile County Solicitor be asked to advise 

the County Council as to t eir powets in this matter. 

IAN :AYS AND APP OACHES - VIN HILL 

The County Surveyor submitted tw following letter 

from the Office of Public Vorks :-

"We have received an application from the Committee of 
the 198 Commemoration (Enniscorthy Branch) for a grant from 
the Employment Fund to repair the laneways and approaches 
to Vinegar Hill in connection with celebI' tions which it is 
proposed to hold during the week from the 19th to 26th June 
next. 

The Committee refer in their letter to a scheme hich 
they state is being prepared by t e County Surveyor and e 
shall be very much obliged if you can at this stage give us 
an idea of tie nature and extent of tne repair works con
templated toget or 'ith an estimate of the probable cost. 

We should like to know also hether the County Counci 
propose to make a contribution towards the cost of the work, 
and, if so, for hat amotU'lt . 

Perbaps you ill alsG be good enough to inform us what 
part of the repair wor ks in question rould be of publio 
utility independently of the celebretions to be held in 
connection with the ' 98 Commemoration. 1I 

"-
The County Surveyor as instructed to apply for grant 

under inor Relie'.!' Scheme Vote and to use his best endeav-

ours· i tll t 1e Office of Public Works to secure favourable 

consideration for its application. 

Mr . James ], then, Mona illing, Oulart, Hon. Secretary 

Oulart Hill 1798 Commemoration Committee, rote calling the 

attention of the County Council to the bad condition of the 

streets of Oulart. His Committee were anxious they should 

be improved before the 29th y next year, which was the 

one hundred and fortieth anniversary of the battle of 
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oulart. 

Referred to County Surveyor ith an instruction he 

cuI do t was possible to meet the wishes of the 

Oulart ill 1798 Commemor tion Committee. 

T BY CLERICAL ASSISTANCE 

On the motion of . Colfer; seconded by ~w . John R 

Kelly, it as decided to conttnue for tle year to 31st 

December 1938 the arran ements in o~eration for year to 

31st ecember 1937, and to increase the allocation of £76 

approved last year to £90 for the ye r ending 31st December 

1938, as tne County Council had agree~ to increase the 

remuneration of •• Ir. P. Beary from 1/- per hour to 1/2d per 

hour . 
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On the motion of Mr. Kelly seconded by Mr. Corish, 

the following resolution was adopted:-

"Tnat the mi"" tes of Finance Committee in respect of 

meeting held on 22nd December 1937, be received and 

considere d. II 

COURTHOUSE ACCOW40DATION: The following report under date 

8th January, 1938, was read from County Surveyor:-

liAs directed by t.b.e Finance Committee, during the week 

I had an interview with Mr. Dwyer, County Registrar, and we 

inspected the new Council Chamber and adjoining cloak-room 

with a view to providing accommodation for a second Court. 

Mr. Dwyer is satisfied tnat this accommodation would be quite 

suitable as a temporary measure, but, he is of opinion that 

the Ministry of Justice will not sanction this accommodation 

permanently. II 

Miss O'Ryan said that the present proposals would get 

over the necessity for providing a new Court for the :rr esent 

and they need not consider the necessity for the outlay of 

£16,000. 

Mr. Bowe tnought that if the County Council Chamber 

was good enough for tne County Councillors, it should be 

good enougn for a Court which met only a few days in the 

year. 

The matter dropped 

VINEGAR HILL APPROACHES: The County Surveyor said that 

the Office of public Works was mistaken in thinking he had 

any scheme for repair of approacnes to Vinegar Hill. Mr. 

Elgee (County Solicitor) had informed him that unless the 

place was vested in the Council they could not spend any 

money from Rates in its improvement. He would, however, 

apply for a Minor Relief Grant for the work. 
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Cnairman - You should press for it. 

County Surveyor - I believe it will be forthcoming. 

OUURT STREETS: Mr. Ennis, Assistant Surveyor for the 

district, said there were about 40 yards of a connection 

between two main roads which needed attention. 

It was decided to leave the matter in the bands of 

the County Surveyor. , 

On the motion of Miss OIRyan, seconded by Mr. Kelly, 

the following resolution was adopted:-

"That the Minutes of Finance Committee in respect of 

meeting held on 22nd December, 1937, be and the same are 
, 

hereby confirmed and approved. II 

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETI~G - 7th JAN ARY 1938: 

this meeting were submitted as follows:-

/ 
~/ 

Minutes of 
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The fortnightly meeting of Finance Commi ttee was held 

in County Council Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, on 7th 

J anuary, 1938 • 

• R. Corish, T.D. (Vice-Chairman) and subsequently, 

Mr. D. Allen, T.D. (Chairman) presided. Also present:

Messrs. W. Cullimore, W. P. Keegan, John P. Kelly, Sean 

o'Byrne and Miss o'Ryan. 

The Secretary, Assistant Secretary, County Solicitor, 

and Rates Inspector were in attendance. 

Letter was read from County Surveyor apologieing for 

his absence from meeting as he had to interview Inspector 

from Office of public Wor ks at Ballyhack. 

The Minutes of last meeting ere confirmed. 

PAY14ENTS 

Treasurer's Advice Note for £3624. 5. 2d as examined 

and signed. 

THE LATE ORAN 

On the motion of Mr. O'Byrne, seconded by Mr. Kelly, 

it as decided that the following reply from Miss Moran, 

Telep one Attendant, County Council Offices, to vote of 

condolence on the death of her mother, be inserted on the 

Minutes of that day's meeting:-

"Please convey our sincere thanks to the Finance 

Comm~ttee for their kind vote of condolence in our sad 

bereavement. 

We are very grateful to all the members of the 

Committee and especially to the proposer and seconder, Mr. 

o'Byrne and iss O' Ryan, and also to yourself for your 

kind sympathy. ~ 

STATE OF: 

to date:-

RATE COLLECTION 

The folIo ins is the state of Rate Collection 
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Percentage 
llame of Collector. Collected. 

1. S. Gannon 54·3 
2. • Curtis 53·9 
3· J. J. O'Reilly 53.4 
4· P. Nolan 53·1 
5· • Kehoe 52.7 
6. E. J. Turphy 52.1 
7. A. Dunne 51.7 
8 . J. Cummins 51.6 
9. J. Q.uirke 50.7 
10. D. Kenny 50.7 
11. J. Flood 50.4 
12. P. Carty 50.3 
13· J. Deegan 50.0 
14· P. Doyle 48.7 
15· 1. cCarthy 47.0 
16. · Cummins 45. 2 
17. W. Doyle 44.6 
18. J. J. Sinnott ..0 

Average 50.2 

The percentage a t corr esponding period last year 

vas 46.2. 

I~ 

The Chairman pointe out th8, t t e Collectors did very 

little in January and ebruary. 

The Secretary said that a very large amount of Rates 

as collected in April and May and the Rate Collectors had 

been directed to wke ctive steps to collect as much as 

possible of this amount before the 31st arch. This would 

help to improve the Collection at the close of the financ~ 

year. Information on all court cases for recovery of 1st 

moiety Rates was being obtained from Rate Collectors) and 

when this was t hand it ould be submitted to the Finance 

Committee. 

9011ectors displaying ap thy in t e matter of Court 

Proceedin s ould be reported to t e Finance Committee. 

Collectors ere being notified that it as essential 

to follow up Court Decrees by Examination Orders in all 

suitable cases. 

POUNDAGE TO COLLECTORS: Under date 4th January 1937, the 

Department of Local Government and Public Health wrote 
1t\4,~~ 

( G.107750-37 Loch Garman) t tl\ was not prepared to 

consent to the proposed revision of the conditions 
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govsn:.ing the payment of poundage. PX'opos Is for payment 
• 

at a reduced rate to Collector who nad failed to comply 

lth t e cono~tions of the letter of ennrtment under date 

1st ~ovembe~ 1937, should be submitted for the consider tlon 

of the Minister. 

T e following resolution adopted on the motion of 

Mr. 0' Byrne seconded by !r. Kelly:-

IIThat the inister for Local Government and Public 

Health be requested to approve of the payment of Poundage 

Fees, less a II defer' of 5 per cent, to Collectors who by 

the 29th January lodge a sum equivalent to the first moiety 

of 1937/38 arrant alon~ w.1th rrears applicable to the 

1936/37 assessment. The mount deferred to be re-instated 

if Collection is satisfactory on 31st [arch, 1938." 

RATES 0 Under date 23rd December 1937, the 

following was read from Mr . Augustine alone, Great Island, 

Camplle:-

"I wish to inform you that I have six acres of Marsh 

Land blch is completely flooded by ter for the past t 0 

years . 

~ This land is situated in the Great Island, and is 

, known as the Gre" t Island and Fis ar to m flooded lands. 

I nave paid rates for this land up to the present time, and 

I think it very unfair if I &~ asked to do so in the future. 

I cannot se~ my ay to pay for land ich is completely 

under w tel' and bsolutely of no use to me . Under the cir

cumstances, I respectfully request tbst you bring the matter 

under the evlser' s notice before the next rates are struck 

ith a vie of aving the Rates for t t portion of my 

holding struck Off." 

It was decided to inform Mr . Amlone he should apply to 

t e eneral Valu tion Office for a revision of his valuation 
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ISSUE OF ABATEMENT FO S TO RATEPAYERS: It was decided 

that the follo ing be employed for this ork in ddition to 

t e four Clerical Assistants already engaged at this work:-

Enniscorthy: McCoy Frank, Oylegate. 

Gor~: 

rie Ross: 

_exford: 

cGrath Ml., r ket Square, Gorey (on trial). 

Brennan Jas., Chapel Lane, Ne Ross. 

O'Leary Timothy, John Street, exford. 

LIEF OF RATES: In connection with 

demand for :;J yment of amount allo ed to .fr. [. J. Furlong, 

Templescoby , Enniscorthy, 0 ing to one of his orlonen, 

Patrick Whitty, eving reoeived sickness benefit for ight 

eeks in period from June 1937 to 3rd January 1938, Mr. 

Furlong wrote that the casual men he employed were not at 

ork for the hole period of Whitty's illness although they 

were employed for muoh longer than six weeks. He had been 

speaking to t 0 County Councillors and they expressed great 

surprise and ere of opinion that it as never intended 

such a strict interpretation of the regulation would apply 

in cases such B his. It sometimes occurred that one or 

other of is men s absent a eek at a time, and no sick-

ness benefit availed of. Though at the end of the year, 

t e tot 1 aggregate was more than six eeks the abatement 

as allo ed. When and where was the line drawn and how 

Ion could a man be absent before the ratepayer Imst his 

abatemen~. He wished to have the matter raised at a County 

Council meetin as most of the ratepayers in his area ere 

very muoh in the dark about it. 

The folIo ing resolution as adopted on the motion of 

r. O'Byrne seconded by iss O'Ryan:-

"That, as the Finanoe Committee re lise that cases of 

hards ip in oonnection 1ith employment a llo ance for relie~ 

of rates, have arisen by t e 110 ance of only six eeks' 

siokness benefit not oounting ag inst said allowance, e 

recommend the County Council to extend this period to ten 
weekS." © WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 
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PAY'IENT OF COUNTY COUNCIL DEMAN BY URBAN 
- DISTRICT COUNCILS 

The Secretary referred to the folIo ing resolution 

of inance Committee meetinb of 22nd December, 1937:-

That unless the Urban Dist/r ict Councils of Enniscor'li\v 

and Wexford 10 e a SUDst ntial amount on foot of Demands 

of this Council by the 7th Jenuary, 1938, the question of 

instituting proceedings for the recovery of the amount due 

will be considered." 

The Sec etary reporte that Wexford Urban Distr ict 

Council had lodged £790. 14. 6d, but no answer had been 

received from ~iscorthy Urban Council. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

, . OIByrne seconded by • Cullimore :-

"T at "e recommend the County Council to take such 

steps as they may cons der desirable to secure a substantial 

payment by Enniscorthy Urban Council on foot of County 

Council Demand. I 

S EEP DIPP ILG:..iL DER 193:J.. 

Under date 9th December 1937, the Dep rtment of 

Agriculture \~ote (L.4090- 37) that in regard to providing 

'for cases in nich sheep ovmers fail to dip on a.ppointed 

day, or ignore the order, it s open to the County Council 

to make re lations under Section 22(a) of the Sheep Dipping 

Order empowering Inspectors to ser ve Notices requiring the 

dipping of tl ... e seep to which the Notices reI te a.t spec 

times and places. Copy of the proposed regulation should 

be submitted to Department in due course. 

The follo:ing resolution ~as donted on the motion of 

O'Byrne seconded by , iss 0 1 yan:-

IThat, subject to sanction of partment of Agriculture, 

the County Council be recommended to adopt the folIo ing 

re lation under Sheep Dipping Order 1937 :-

- -- - -- - ---=.-----=-~=-- ~-
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fT at in conformity with Section 22(a) and 22(b) of 

the Sleep Dipping Order 1937, t e Wexford County Council 

nereby empowers tneir Sheep Dipping Inspectors by notice 

served on any parson in possession or in charge of sheep, 

to require that the dipping of such sheep shall be carried 

out at specified times and places and require compliance 

with said notice served by Sleep Dipping Inspectors under 

this regal tion at the times specified or such times s 

roay be substituted owing to in91ement leather.'" 

Un er date 23r.d December 1937, the Department of 

Local Government and Public Healtl (Housing Section) wrote 

H.lu3599-37-Wextord County Council) that the nister 

would raise no ob ection to the tollo'!'ing dvances to be 

made by t e County Council under the Small D ellings 

AcquiSition Acts :-

John ickham, Knockm rsball, Ennlscortby £140. 

Francis rone, She Ibaggan , Rams ~n e £135. 

John Fielding, Seavie , B rntown, 100 and 

James ni 11, Ballygilliane,L~ttle, RossI re Harbour 

£165· 

Consider tion of application by w. Sean Butler, 

Courtown Harbour, for loan under Small Dwellings Acqulsi

tio 1 cts as adjourned to next meeting for further 

information. 

Under date 31st Deo mber 1937, Jr . Elgee , County 

SoliCitor, wrote that in connection with application of 

. w. osey, Garryhasten , Clonegal, for loan under Small 

D 1 1ngs Acquisition Acts, r. Hosey - Id t 0 small fanlS 

of three acres and eight acres respectively against hich 

there was registered a Judgment mortgage for debt and oosts 

amounting to £77 . 5. lId. Having regard to thiS, he (Mr. 

Elgee) could not certify that idr . Hosey's title was in 
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order. 

The follo ing resolution as adopted on the motion 

of Chairman seconded by 1r. Kelly:-

tTmt if 10rtgagee agrees to release either of the two 

holdings of ~. William Hosey, Garryhasten, Clonegal, from 

amount of mortgage so that title oan be made, the Finance 

Committee 111 recommend t e County Council to accept title 

in this c see That the same ruling uply to the case of 

George lack, Corah, BunclodY." 

The folIo ing resolution as adopted on the motion of 

Miss OIRyan seconded by w. Corish:-

" at the County Council be recommended to fix the 

Valuer's fee of £2. 2. 0 to each of the Assist nt Surveyors 

in respect of each ouae erected under Small Dwellings Act 

v lued by eao Assist nt Surveyor s from date of thia 

meeting of Finance Committee." 

EDE D HODGES .!ILL BRIPG~S 

The County Surveyor asked for power to exhibit notices 

under hoad Traffio Act 1933 (Section l,b) that the above 

Bridges ere only cap ble of bearing meCl anically propelled 

vehicles not exceeding three tons in eight all in. 

The folIo ing resolution as adopted on the motion 

of ss O'Ryan, seconded by r. Cullimore:-

"That the recommendation of County Surveyor as regards 

the posting of notices on Hodgesmill and Ede ine Bridges 

limitlng the weight of all mechanically propelled vehicles 

crossing these bridges to three tons in weight "all in" be 

approved and t t the County Surveyor be empo ered to 

procure said notices and ve t em exhiblted in accordance 

with Road rraffic Act 1933." 

-- - ----~ -- - -- - ~-
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ROPOSED PURCHA;SE .~OF=--==9HI pty 

Under date 5th January 1938, the County Surveyor wrote 

that t e Ingersoll Compressor PI nt working for bout 12 

years required overhauling and should be fully reconditioned 

next year. The Broom and ade achine, hic had been 

wor ing continuously tor thirteen months, also required 

over ulin. This 11 entail t e holding up of Drill 

work for several weeks, and at the nresent, this ork s 

behind hand. After tests made in a number of qu rries he 

(County Surveyor) found it possible to do the necessary 
() 

Drilling Work th Jack Hammer drills smaller Compressor. 

The latter plant ith Diesel Engine ould cost in or bout 

£500 or it petrol engine about £345. The running of the 

former ould be consider bly less than the petrol outfit, 

and B the Council had lately purchased Diesel Engine far 

other pla.nt it ould b dVisable to ftt the Diesel Com-

pressor: 

It- s Iso possible to obtain these machines on hire

purchase system and in the event of such an rrangement 

being rrived t the ire payment ould go towards the 

ultimate purchase of the machine. 

o ing to the difficulty in obtaining transport for 

existing plant, often being delayed for several days, he 

suggested the purchRse of a second hand lorry which ould 

enable them to be independent of outside assistance. The 

outside price for such a lorry would be £100 which ould 

include any alter~tion necessary for fi ing compressor to 

it. 

It as essentia.l that this machinery should be pro

vided an t e , chinery Account (0 ing to the slight 

increase no put on roller hireage) s c pable of coveri ng 

cost of proposed plant and e would be glad of the authority 

to procure it. 

The folIo ing resolution as adopted on the motion of 

~~ - --- --.-----~-
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Mr. otByrne seconded by lss O'Ryan:-

"That the County Surveyor be ernpo ared to procure 

Road mchinery in accordance' ith his letter of 5th January 

1938 J to the Finance Committee." 

Under date 5th January 1938, the County Surveyor wrote ' 

that as t ey were no 1n the 1 st quarter of the financial 

year e asked the Finance Committee to euthorise him to 

make distribution of t e amount in hands for above Fund. 

On the motion of • Kelly seconded by • Keegan, 

the request of the County Surveyor s greed to. 

CO LORRY 

Under date 5th January, 1938, the follo lng s re d 

from Secretery, Irisn Labour Party, Gorey Br nch :-

"I am directed by my Committee to rite to you on 

be If of t e Carters of Gorey Town and Gorey Rural, to 

bring under the -notice of your Council ho i responsible 

for putting on G. S. . tractor and Lo.pry to do the haulage 

of stone from Q.orey Hill Quarry to Ardam-ine for steamroll

ing. It is a sc ndalous state of affairs and this relief 

Is it possible that this ark is given to the Rail-

-' ay Company hic has the monorP!\>y of all Road work includ

ing passenger, goods and parcel traffic? There is no use 

in making excuses of Roller being idle, as e have seen 
. 

from time to time t e roller lying by from 1 month to 6 

months. 'e cannot see hy all small f rmers and all oar-

, ters are not allowed to dra nd give them a fe days to 

put olenty of stuff, and they ould be .ble to keep the 

roller going. In regard to mall farmers they trould only 

jump at the car'ting of those stones as the time is lack, 

and this work ould help them to pay their seeds and m nure 

bills in the coming Spring. I hope your Council ill go 

very deep into the matter and have 1 ay Lorry and 
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tractor knocked off, as t ese vehicles do not eat either 

hay or oats. It is sc ndalous state of affairs to see 

this ppen -;here Carters of Gorey Tovrn and Gorey Rur 1 are 

i11ing to cart s me. II 

The folIo ing report under date 6th January 1938, wa 

read , • Treanor, Assistant Surveyor for the district:-

"I understand Carters for Haulage work under Grant for 

Ardamine ro d intend objecting to Lorry end Traotor being 

en ged to ge t out material from Gorey Hill and as this 

matter may come up at Finanoe eeting I am sending you this 

report so t!lat you may be in a position to de 1 with it 

w en it is being discussed. 

Before en ging Lorries I tried to get all the carters 

po sible and s ceeded in securing all av ilable horse in 

0rey and four from outside . Tne mount of material 

delivered per day by horse haul ge is less than half 1bat 

1s required to keep oller, and upwards of thirty five men 

on Panel from unemployed Regiater, orking, with result 

that ln order to keep Job 01n, I had to have recourse to 

mec nloal ulage. If tais latter .uethod of delivering 

material ls to be dispensed ~i th it \'r1ll mean that Roller 

and men above mentioned : ill be dlsemployed •• 

The work at present being done is strengthening of 

road for r,hich I am usin rough st:)ne. I am allXious to get 

hole of len-th to be done treated in this y before doing 

any surfacing ark and if possible , to have thi completed 

during presen~ spell of fine eather - nich ould not be 

possible if only horse haulage alloed, and as alre dy 

st ted, every available horse in Gorey ~nd convenient to 

ork is employed. 

On a former occ sion when discussing question of 

mechanical aulage it members of County Council from 

Gorey 1 pointed out the difficulties of carrying out work 

when full complement of ~of horses necessary was not 
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obtainable and Councillors agreed t ~t in such an eventual

ity theBe could be no option other than adopting mechanioal 

means hen it as not possible to obtain the required 

number of carters to keep work going. 

I require bout 70 oubic yards of rough stone per day 

to keep going; oarters supply in or about 25 cubic yards." 

Mr. Keegan said that he understood that the Railway 

lorry as loaded by County Council men in quarry, . hereas 

the 0 rters had to 10 d for themselves. He believed the 

Railway Company should not receive a coneession of this 

kind and that they should p y for the 10 ding • 

• OtByrne said he w s informed t t the lorry was 

hired t 1/- per ton less than scheduled price in oonse

quence of the 10 ding by County Council orkers. 

T e Chairman said that the contention of the carters 

that the use of lorry ould shorten the period of. their 

ork was quit true and they informed him that the work 

should have been started a month ~go. ~. Treanor held 

that if he had started at that time during the b d eather 

and when there wes a consider ble amount of frost, the 

roads in the district ould have been cut up badly. All 

that was being done at present was bottoming the road and 

w en it c me to surfacing Mr. Treanor believed he would ~ 

ork for a long time for all the men and horse he could 

secure. 

o. O'Byrne said that t ere ere 14 carters employed 

at the moment. 

The Chairman said that the Committee would have to 

take into consideration the thirty-five men who ere 

employed on the Job and it would be a retrograde step i~ 

t ey were to do something bich ould interfere ith their 

employment. 

Mr. Keegan said as regards the reference in the report 

of • Treanor that in t e event of horses not being . 
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obtainable Councillors had agreed t o the use of a lorry, he 

ished to point out that :he had agreed to this for one 

particular ork, but as not to be taken as consenting to 

it a.s general rule, his view being that the circumstances 

in connection with each work should be fully considered 

before the hiring of a lorry could be approved. 

After turt er discussion it was decided that public 

notices inviting carters to up the ork of haulage in 

connection with the improvement of Ardamine Road be exhib

ited in ·Ballyc new, Courtown Harbour and Gorey, and if 

sufficient carters can be engaged to carry out the haulage 

as expeditiously as the Job required, the hiring of 

Railway lorry be discontinued. 

HARBOUR 

=.:::;,;::.::;..;:;:.::;...::.:;.:;:~==:.::.::=G:.::E : The folIoing un d e r dB. te 4th 

January, 1938, was read from Courtown Harbour Committee:-

It Vie have had corumunica tiona fro Croa a Channe 1 ShippiIS 
Agents regarding facilities for boats entering this Harbour, 
and gener 1 condition regarding moorings end berthage. 
Before re lying to t ese communications e ould be obliged 
to know what steps your Council are tf'king to provide the 
facilities required. 

You may remember that • Barry as to meet a deputa
tion from tnis Boara to go fully into the tter on the sp~ 

For the information of your Council e recommend t~ 
12 Mooring Posts be erected on South Side of the Harbour 
and we consider oak the most suitable for this purpose 
which can be procured from the Earl of Canrtown; also there 
are ~ number of large stones to be removed from entrance to 
Harbour. 

We would also suggest that eight baulks to ct as a 
break ater, as recommended at your meeting of the 19th 
April 1937, be fitted. II . 

The folIo ing resolution as adop ted on the motion of 

Mr. Keegan seconded by the Chairman:-

"That the County Council be recocmended to direct 

County Surveyor to provide mooring posts and baulks at 

Courtown H rbour in accordance with the proposals of Cour-

town Harbour Committee under date 4th J anuary 1938. That 

~he County Surveyor communicate -ith Cap tain Kearon, 

Tomsilla, Courtown Harbour relative to the removal of the 

-- ------

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



, 

, 

boulders at the Harbour entx'ance. Ii 

T SOUR: The following, 

under date 4th January 1938, was read from Courtown 

Harbour Committee:-

" ·ir . Nixon, otor Agent, Gorey, asks for rmission 

to erec t a temporary shelter on horth slde of Harbour for 

the purpose of rep ir1ng a motor boat. 

We recom~end that perm1ss10n be g1ven, provided h 

removes same whenork on boat is completed. 

T e fol1ollng resolution ~s adopted on the motion of 

w. Keegan seconded by Mr . O'Byrne:-

ItThat permission be granted Mr. Nix.on , Mot. or Agent, 

Garey, to ereet temporary shelter at Courtown H rbour in 

accordance ith the recommendation of Courtown Harbour 

Committee under date 4th January 1938, provided .[r. Nixon 

signs an agreement (prepared by the County Solicitor) for 

the removal of hut on coopletion of \,ork at motor boat. II 

HARBOUR STER'S HOUSE: The following under date 4th 

January 1938, was read from Courto Harbour Committee:-

II We recommend t t the Harbour :aster 's Residence be 

put in repair as it is in a deplorable condition at present. 

If this is not to be done, e suggest that the building ot 

new one be commenced ithout delay.t\ 

~roposed by • OtByrne, seconded by r. Keegan and 

passed:-

"That the attention of the County Surveyor be drawn to 

t e decision of the County Council to erect new house for 

Courto n Harbour laster. The Finance Committee understand 

that money 

ehosen. 1t 

s alloe ted for this work nd that a site s 
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DIPPERS - LING REGULATIONS 

Under date 22nd December 1937, the Department of Local 

Government and Public ealth wrote (P. H.I04776-37 11gb - H) 

that the Minister had received a number of inquiries 

relative to the provision of suitable dippers for the 

purposes of Article 4 of the Sale of Food and Drugs (Milk 

Sampling) Regulations 1936. He understood that dippers of 

a suitable t~pe for the purposes of the regulations could 
. 

be obtained from:- The Dairy Engineering Co., 21 Bache-

lors' ark, Dublin, and Messrs . P. Quinn & Co., Shamrock 

Place, Dublin. 

The Secretary stated that in reply to query, the Chief 

SUperintendent, Garda 5iochana, wrote that six dippers 

would be required for the Inspec tors. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion 

of Mr. Corish seconded by r. O'Byrne:-

"That six dippers in compliance with letter from 

Department of Local Government and Public Health under date 

22nd December 1937 (P.H.104776-37 11gb - H) be provided for 

the Inspectors under Food and Drugs Acts, and that same be 

purchased from Dairy Engineering Co., Dublin. II 

TOWN PLANNING ACT 

Under date 26th November 1937 the Secretary, County 

Board of Health, wrote that the County Medical Officer of 

Health.recommended that the Town Planning Act be adopted 

for County Wexford to enable the regulations to apply in 

areas such as Ross lare Harbour which had been provided 

ith sewerage and water facilities. 

Consideration of this communication as adjourned to 

present Finance Committee meeting. 

It was decided on the motion of the Chairman seconded 

by Mr . O'Byrne that County Secretary transmit questionnaire 

to Secretaries of other County Councils wi th a view to 

ascertaining how far the Town Planning Act had been adopted 
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and as · to what regulations had been made in connection 

wit the matter. 

FOOD AND DRUGS ACTS 

3/ 

Under date 22nd December 1937, the Chief Superintendent 

Garda Siochana, ~xford, for arded requisition for supply of 

stationery, labels, Butter Jars, Milk Bottles, etc., for 

use of Ex-officio Inspectors under above Acts. 

T e following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

• Corish seconded by Mr. Kelly:-

"That supplies for the use of Inspectors under Food 

and Drugs Acts as requisitioned by Chief Inspector, Garda 

Siocnana, Wexford, under date 22nd December 1937, be 

procured. II 

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES ACTS 

Under date 24th December 1937, the Chief Superintendent 

Garda Siochana, submitted requisition for supplies of 

stationery etc. for Inspectors of Weights and Measures for 

half year ended 30th June 1938. 

Proposed by Mr. Corish seconded by Mr. Kelly and 

adopted:-

"That supplies of stationery etc. requisitioned by 

Chief Superintendent, Garda Siochana, under date 24th 

December 1937, be provided." 

ROAD AT LACKEN WOOD. GOREY 

The County Surveyor submitted letter to him from Mr. 

John L. Esmonde, T.D., Ballynestragh, Gorey, as to the 

widening ot road through Lacken Wood outside Gorey. The 

road was at present dangerous, but if it ere widened at a 

couple of pOints the position ould be considerably impro~ 

As the owner of the land at both sides of the road he would 

be satisfied to give the County Council sufficient land on 

either side to permit any idening considered necessary and 

alao to allow a dumping ground adjoining the road. 
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The County Surveyor wrote that the idening would 

cost £150 and no money for it had been provided in Road 

Works Soheme for 1938-39. 

The follo ing resolution was adopted on the motion of 

the Chairman seoonded by Mr. O'Byrne:-

"That improvement of Road at Lacken Wood, Gorey, as 

outlined in letter of Mr . John L. Esmonde to County Survey

or under date 23rd Deoember 1937, be referred to the County 

Surveyor for favourable consideration. II 

APPLICATIONS - REPAIR OF LANES 

It was decided on the motion of Mr . O'Byrne seconded 

by Hr . Cullimore to refer applications for repair of the 

following lanes to the County Surveyor for report:-

llyde Lane (Courtown Harbour). 

illincooley and llyduboy Lane. 

Killowen Lane, and 

eaugh Lane, Ferns. 

COUNTY SURVEYOR'S OFFICE 

It was decided on the motion of • Keegan, seconded 

by . Kelly, that ichael Kirwan, who is acting as 

substitute for • O'Kennedy, Clerical Assistant, County 

Surveyor's Office, be pa1d at the rate of £3 per week during 

Mr . O'KennedY's absence from duty on medical certificate. 

QQSTS OF ORTGAGE - CURRACLOE ROAD 

The following resolution as adopted on the motion of 

r . O'Byrne seconded by Mr . Cullimore:-

"That the County Council be recommended to pay 

£5. 3. 6d costs of !ortgage to National Bank in connection 

1th loan of £500 for improvement of above road as County 

Solicitor has reported the matter 1n order." 

-~------ - -- -- -~----~ 
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HU E KILLERS 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion 

of the Chairman seconded by r. O' Byrne:-

nat, subject to the sanction of the Dep rtment of 

Agriculture, the County Council be recommended to procure 

from Messrs. M. W. roderick & Co., 25 Wellington Quay , 

Dublin, four Humane Killers (Greener type) at £5 . 5. 0 

each and four Boxes of Cartridges for same at 4/6d per 

box for use of Veterin ry Inspectors in connection with 

the working of BOVine Tuberculosis Order." 

T I ORARY CLERICAL ASSIST CE 

The following, under date 31st December 1937 

(R/ .32) was read from Roads Department of the Department 

of Local Government and Public He Ith:-

tt Wi th reference to your letter of 23rd instant, I am 

directed by the , ini ter for Local Government and Public 

Health to state that he has sanctioned the proposal of 

Wexford County CounCil to provide £90 for payment of the 

temporary clerical assi tance required for year 1938 in 

th County Surv yorts Office in connection ith the 

Conditions of Em~loyment Act and payment of road workers." 

-- -- -- -----~ - -
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The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. Lawlor seconded by Nw. T. Redmond:-

"That the Minutes of Finance Committee meeting of 7th 

January, 1938, be received and considered." 

FLOODED LANDS: The Chairman referred to the question of 

rates on flooded land, and said that people might consider 

it unfair of the Council that they should be served with 

demands in respect of such lands. The County Council had 

no option in the matter. It should go forth from the 

meeting that the County Council had, according to Mr. Elgee, 

County Solicitor, no option but to demand the Rates and that 

the ratepayers concerned should apply for a revision of 

their valuations. 

Mr. Corish - I think your remarks would also apply 

to Tacumsbane area? 

Chairman - All flooded lands. 

Mr. T. Redmond s~id he would like to remind the Council 

and to have it to go from the meeting, that 'representations 

nad been made by the Council several times. The Chairman 

mentioned the matter of paying rates for flooded lands, but 

did not refer to the cause of the flooding. The cause of 

the flooding was that the banks had been broken by abnormal 

tides, and the Council approached both the Land Commission 
J 

and Office of Works in order to have them repaired. In fact 

the~ we~t so far as to name a deputation and ask the Land 

Commission and Office of Works to receive that deputation. 

Both refused, stating that no useful purpose could be 

served. Right into the town of New Ross they had 500 acres 

of the finest marsh land in Ireland flooded and several 

dwellinghouses as well. He thought the County Council 

should not lose sight of that particular point about at 

least getting the damage repaired, if possible. The 

tenants could not possibly shoulder the cost of aOing the 
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work in view of the condition it was in at the present time. 

He knew something had been done, and that something was 

being done. He proposed the following:-

IITbat further representations be made to the Land 

Commission as to repair of embankments of the River Barrow 

at Great Island and vicinity, and it be pointed out that 

practically with every tide more and more land is becoming 

submerged. That the Land Commission be requested to take 

serious notice of this state of affairs, and to prepare some 

scheme to meet the situation. II 

Mr. Walsh, in seconding, said that the lands that Mr. 

Redmond referred to were originally reclaimed lands, and, 

surely, with modern science, they should be able to hold the 

land recovered from the river and estuary of the sea by their 

forefathers. 

Mr. Redmond's motion was adopted.illllll • .£..Qll. 

URBAN DISTRICT DEMANDS: The following letter, under date 

8th January, 1938 , was read from the Town Clerk, Enniscorthy: 

III am to inform you that a sum of £805. 7. Id has been 

lodged in the National Bank, Enniscorthy, to-day, for transf~ 

to your account in the Wexford Branch on foot of Demand. 

Arrangements are being made to make another payment of 

£800 in about three weeks in further liquidation of the debt. 

Every effort will be made to clear off the major por

tion of ;the Demand before the financial year expires." 

In reply to Mr. O'~rne, the Secretary said that the 

following represented the present position as to payments 

of Urban Demands:-
to 3.1t3.tJ.7.. 3.1L12L3.7. Du~ Due to Total 

Enniscorthy ¥ Nil £2497. 19. 2 2497.19. 

New Ross Nil £854· 11. 8 854·1l. 

Wexford £1581. 8. 9 £5157 . 7. 0 67.3.8.15· 

Totals £158l. 8. 9d. £8509. 17.10d£10091. 6. 

The amount due was less by £87. 13. 3d than at the 

2. 

8 

9 

7d 
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corresponding period last year. 

Mr. Corish explained that so far as Wexford was con

cerned they were unfortunate in losing their Rate Collector 

just before the last financial year closed, and it was 

December before the new man was sanctioned. The sum now 

paid came out of his first collection, and the Urban Council 

-.would not be long cutting down the balance .. 

The Chairman said the Council had been pressing their 

own Rate Collectors and the ratepayers of the Rural Districts 

very nard, and it was up to the Urban CounCils to pay their 

demands. From a business point of View, the County Council 

would certainly have to take this matter much more seriously 

than they had done in the past, and it was up to the Urban 

Councils to strike an adequate rate to pay the County Council 

Demand when it became due. The Urban Councils were getting 

good service from the Health Board, probably more than their 

fair share. He suggested the Council should give a warning 

to each of the Urban Districts that they must pay their 

Demands within the financial year. 

Mr. Bowe said the Urban Councils were in a much better 

position to secure payment of rates than were the County 

Council. 

The Chairman held that the people in the towns were 

generally better off than thoae in the country, and better 

able to meet their liabilities for Rates. 

Mr. Ronan asked what did the Council propose doing in 

tne matter. 

The Secretary stated it was open to the Council to 

obtain a Mandamus against the Urban Councils in default, 

it was questionable if this would mean the provision of 

, ' more money. 

The Cnairman said the position of the Urban CounCils 

was certainly damaging the Rate Collection, and it was 

absolutely necessary the Council should take a serious View 
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of the matter. 

Mr. McCathy, as a member of the Urban Council of 

Enniscorthy, said he would put the matter very carefully , 

and clearly before that body. 

Mr. Ronan said if a considerable improvement was not 

forthcoming in a month's time the Council should take 

steps to recover the amount. 

Mr. O'Byrne considered that the Urban Councils should 

pay the Interest on tne County Council overdraft. 

The Secretary pointed out that the County Council had 

no power to enforce such a demand. 

The Chairman said it would be a very damaging arrange

ment to come to because the Urban Councils would probablu 

prefer to pay the Interest and leave the capital sums stand 

over. 

It was decided to nave the matter specially dealt with 

at the meeting of the County Council to be held on 14th 

February. 

PROPOSED PURChASE OF MACHINERY: The County Surveyor said 

if tney utilised a tractor they would have to provide for 

air in the quarries and also lay pipes. The tractor was 

rated at 24 H.P. and the Compressor at 36, and he was afraid 

the tractor on t~at account alone could not be worked 

economically. 

COMPlAI T OF EMPLOYMEf.JT OF LORRY: ~~. O'Byrne held that 

the adoption of the proposal of the Finance Committee would 

mean that the employment of the 35 men would not be inter

fered with, and if there were additional horses in the 

district tney could be hired for the work. 

Col. uin contended that the cnief point had been lost 

signt of, viz., the difference between the cost of the 

railway lorry and of the horse. He had no sympathy wi th 

Railways as he believed they had caused tne farmers a 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



tremendous lot of harm by charging outrageous fares for 

passenger traffic and for freight charges. At the same 

time, the Council were not philanthropists and in this 

matter they had to look to tne interest of the ratepayers. 

Mr. Treanor, Assistant Surveyor for the district, said 

the Railway Company's rates for haulage were approximately 

4/- per cubic yard as compared with 5/- for carters for the 

six mile draught. 

f Col. Quin contended that 

the ratepayers of 20 per cent 

to pay for popularity. 

they should not dare to rob 
~ 

which a very serious increase 
A 

Mr. Keegan pOinted out that in order to provide employ

ment and to save the roads, the Council had agreed a consid

erable time ago to pay twopence per cubic yard more for 

horse haulage than for mechanical haulage and it was good 

economy. 

The Chairman said that the real question to be decided 

in the present instance was could enough horses be provided 

to do the work. 

The County Surveyor mentioned that the work in question 

should be finished by the 31st March next, and in his 

opinion, it was not possible in present Circumstances, to 

nave this ~one witn the horses available. It would be a 

different matter if the time could be extended. 

Mr. Culleton held that a monopolist like the Railway 
£hoVU 

was getting the benefit of tne work which~go to the people. 

Mr. Treanor said that there was one important fact to 

whicn tne County Surveyor had referred - the work must be 

finished by the 31st March. He had over 2,000 yards to 

put out on that road, and the most carters could bring him 

was 20 to 25 yards a day, and to put out 2,000 yards would 

take them a hundred days, whiCh meant twenty weeks. He 

could not get the material out with carters, and if he 

waited·for the carters to get the work done, the 35 men 
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would be left on the exchange. 

Col. Quin said he found very great difficulty himself 

in getting a horse and cart for lOs. a day. 

The Chairman said they did not want Is. spent on mech-
, 

anical haulage if they could get it spent on horse haulage. 

Col. uin- I would like to strongly dissent when you 

are going to charge 20 per cent more. It is very unfair 

on tne ratepayers. 

Tne recommendation of the Finance Committee was 

adopted, Col. Quin dissenting. 

LACKEN WOOD ROAD: The County Surveyor said there was no 

doubt the place was bad. He thought he brought it before 

tne district Council a long time ago, and it dropped. One 

reason was tnat they nad some difficulty in knowing who 

owned tne umd. He believed that Sir Thomas Esmonde was 

away at the time and they could not get in touch with him. 

He thought the work should be done, but they had not provid

ed funds for it this year. 

The Chairman said the work wanted to be done very badly 

and tne County Surveyor should endeavour to secure a grant 

for it. 

Mr. Smyth thOUght that something ought to be done. It 

was a most dangerous road. 

Col. uin said there were more important roads 

impr~vement, but the County Surveyor said this road was 

subject to a great deal of traffic. 

The Chairman mentioned that all the farmers of the 

district nad made representations to him on different 

occasions, and if it was not affecting them they would not 

be botnering about it. Tne people from Pallis area drew 

tneir manure from Gorey over that road, and they could not 

get up that hill owing to tne narrowness of 
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Mr. Keegan thought the crux all the time was the 

question of the land. Now that Mr. Esmonde was guarante~ 

them the land he proposed that the work be done as soon as 

funds were available. 

Mr. O'Byrne seconded. 

Col. uin- I dissent strongly from that. 

The proposition was passed. 

Proposed by Mr. Kelly, seconded by Mr. Lawlor and 

adopted:-

"That tne Minutes of Finance Committee in respect of 

meeting held on 7th January, 1938, be and the same are 

nereby confirmed and approved. II 

SEANAD ELECTORATE 

Under date 1st January, 1938, the Department of Local 

Government and Public Health wrote directing attention to 

Section 37 of the Seanad Electoral (Panel Members) Act 1937 

and setting out the preliminary steps which were to be 

as regards the election of the County Oouncil ' s Seanad 

Electorate. 

Circular letter No . F. 4/38 under date 6th January, 

1938, was also read. 

The Sections of the Seanad Electoral (Panel Members) 

Act 1937 dealing with the Electorate and the Regulations 

, thereunde! were explained by the Secretary. 

It was decided, on tne motion of Col. Quin, seconded 

by Mr. Kelly, tbat the following be selected as the Seanad 

Electorate for Wexford County Council:-

1. Kelly John P. 

2. McCarthy Tnomas. 

3· O'Byrne Sean. 

4· O'Ryan Miss N. 

5· Redmond Thomas. 
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6. Sweetman Malachi. 

7. Walsh James E. 

In consequence (as there will be no election) the 

meeting of 24tn January was cancelled. 

, PROPOSED NEW BRIDGE FOR WEXFORD 

Tne following motion, of whicn he ha.d given previous 

notice, stood in the name of Mr. Corish:-

II Tnat, in view of the fact that Wexford Bridge is 

incapable of carrying present day traffic, a new bridge be 

constructed from the Old Wexford Courtnouse to Ferrybank, 

the site of a former Bridge. 1I 

Mr. Corish said he believed he would have been able to 

obtamn by the present meeting important and essential 

information as to the expenditure on the old bridge and 

cost of a new one, but it had not come to hand. In the 

circumstances, he askea that tne motion be deferred until 

the meeting of the County Council on 14th February 1938. 

Tnis was agreed to. 

WATER SUPP LIES 

The following motion stood in the name of the Chairman: 

"I hereby give notice of my intention to move at the 

meeting of Wexford County Council to be held on Monday, lOth 

January, 1938, that the permission of said Council be given 

to the Wexford Board of Health and Public Assistance to 

borrow £25,580 (Twenty-Five Tnousand five hundred and eignty 

. pounds) for the purpose of providing water supplies for 

Gorey, Courtown and Riverchapel. lI 

(This proposal was circulated to County Councillors on 

23rd November 1937). 

Tne Cnairman, in moving his motion, said there was a 

serious position in tne town of Gorey in which 60 or 70 new 

nouses recently erected, could not secure an adequate water 

supply unless tne existing system was supplimented. 

--~-~------~--- -~-~ 
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." 

Several places had been examined for supply and the only 

feasible one - bringing the water from Pallas Bridge in~ 

Gorey - was adopted by the Board of Health. 

Mr . Corish seconded and said tnat the matter of improv-. 

ing Gorey Water Supply had been before the Health Board for 

two years. The position had been examined by expert 

engineers who recommended the supplemental supply scheme 

adopted by the Board of Health. It was very unsatisfactory 

to leave 60 ' new houses without water. Courtown, a most 

popular seaside resort, snould nave nad a proper public 

water service long since and the same applied to Riverchapel, 

Mr. Kinsella believed the Council were travelling too 

fast financially. Though water and sewerage schemes were 

very necessary, the Board of Health ~ms proceeding at 

entirely beyond the capacity of the ra~epayers. 

II Tna t the County Counc il be supplie d with particulars 

of the amounts which tne County Council during the 

past three years agreed the Board of Health should raise by 

way of loan and also witn the amounts of State Grants appli

cable to each said loan." 

Col. uin seconded and tne proposal was adopted. 

The Cnairman said tnat, speaking generally, the State 

contributed one-third of the approved cost. 

Mr. WalSh was of opinion tna t as Urban 

nad provided their own sewerage and water schemes, it was 

unfair to tax them for anything outside their own area. 

Mr . Kinsella then proposed and Col. Quin seconded the 

following amendment:-

"Tnat the resolution consenting to the County Board of 

Health borrowing £25,580 for water supplies be adjourned 

until the County Council nave information as to the amount 

of loans agreed to be borrowed and tne State Grants per

taining tnereto." 
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Mr. Smyth said it was not so many years ago when Gorey 

was supplied with a water scheme and some people now went so 

far as to say it was a dead failure. He could not under

stand why the area of charge for the present proposal should 

not be the Gorey area as had obtained for the old supply. 

The Chairman said that the present supply was not 

, adequate on account of the erection of hew houses. 

\ 

Mr. O'Byrne said the provision of an extra water supply 

for Gorey was essential. The scheme was expensive, but 

absolutely necessary. In Summer, people in Gorey were 

badly off for water. 

The Chairman said that the Board of Health never 

expended a penny that was not really necessary. 

Mr. Keegan pOinted out that tnere was an almost unani

mous demand from the ratepayers for these water supplies, 

and they were constantly enquiring when the work would star 

Mr. Bowe said that in the interest of economy, as the 

Board of Healtn nad been spending an enormous amount of 

money they should call a halt to everything unless what 

could not be postponed. 

After further discussion, Mr. Kinsella withdrew his 

amendment and the Cnairman1s motion was adopted. 

PROVISIO OF DISP~SARY HOUSES 

The following motion, of whicn she had given previous 

notice atodd in the name of Miss OIRyan:-

"I nereby give notice of my intention to move at the 

meeting of Wexford County Council to be held on lOth January 

1938 tnat the said Council consents to the borrowing by 

Wexford Board of Health and Public Assistance Q~ a sum of 

£13,000 (Tnirteen Thousand Pounds) to provide for new 

dispensaries througnout the County Wexford. 11 

(Tne above proposal was circulated to members of 

Wexford County Council on 27tn November, 1937). 

~ ~--. ~~--------- ------~- -~~~ 
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In moving her motion, she said she quite agreed tnat 

tne Health Board were spending a lot of money, but on very 

essential services, and she never read a paper but she saw 

that people were crying out, ilWhy do you not do as much for 

people as boards in other Counties?1t She would like to see 

the Board carrying out their duties to the people they repre

sented, not only as well, but better, than in the rest of 

Ireland. Tne people of Wexford deserved better, because 

tney were always a go-ahead people. The people were 

entitled to better social services. They had better houses, 

better water, better villages, better everything, and her 

complaint was that they were not going quickly enough. In 

respect of dispensaries, the Board had had terrible problems. 

They had, in some of them, leaky roofs and no fireplace, and 

generally wretched little buildings in which there was no 

accommodation for people who went to see the doctor. The 

Board were of the opinion that the question should be tack

led - a good waiting room, well hea ted, where the sick peq:>le 

could sit down and wait for the doctor; also, a decent 

consulting room, where a doctor would nave good light to 

examine his patients, and give them the treatment to which 

they were en~itled, and also a dispensing room. Most of 

the dispensaries at present were not at all adequate for the 

purpose they were intended to serve. 

Col. uin, in seconding, said this was a really good 

and sound. proposal. Every Councillor knew he was not in 

favour of spending money unnecessarily, but no one could 

deny how essential it was to provide decent dispensary 

residences. In his own district, the dispensary was held 

in a horrible looking hovel at Ballytnomas, Wicklow Gap. 

In reply to Mr. Kinsella, the Cnairman said it was 

proposed to provide about 40 dispensaries at a cost of 

between £200 and £300 each. 

Tne motion was then put and adopted~. con. 
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ANNUAL ESTIMATE BOARD OF HEALTH AND PUBLIC ASSISTANCE 

Under date, 7th January, 1938, the Department of Local 

Government and Public Health wrote (P.108231-37-Loc Garman) 

forwarding copy of letter to County Wexford Board of Health 

and public Assisuance conveying the assent of the Minister 

to the ~roposal of the Board to deal with annual estimate 

, and demands for next financial year on 17th January, 1938. 

AUDITS OF ACCOUNTS 

Under date 22nd December 1937, the Department of Local 

Government and Public Health wrote {A.103810-37 Loc Garman 

(Fb)) forwarding report of their Auditor on his audit of the 

accounts of County Wexford Committee of Agriculture in res-
, half 

pect of the five/years ended 31st September 1937. Abstracts 

of Accounts for this period were also forwarded. 

It was ~ecided to refer report to the County Committee 

of Agriculture. 

Under date 7th January 1938 (A.107375/37 Enniscorthy 

M.H.) the Department of Local Gove~ent and Public Health 

forwarded copy of the report of their Auditor for accounts 

of Enniscorthy Mental Hospital in respect of half-year 

ended 31st March 1937 with abstracts of the accounts. 

It was decided to refer the matter to the Enniscorthy 

\ Mental Hospital Committee. 

LICENCES UDER POISONS AND PHARMACY ACT 1908 

The foliowing~solution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. Kelly, seconded by Mr. Keegan:-

"That new licences under Poisons and. P.h.a.rmacy Act, 

1908, issue to the following:-

1. Armstrong William, Temple shannon , Enniscorthy. 

2. Doyle John A., 22 North Street, New Ross. 

3. Hanrahan Patrick, South Street, New Ross. 

4. Kelly William Joseph, Rams Arms Hotel, Bunclady. 

5. Mernagh Nicholas, Grange, Rathnure." 

6. Peter Smytn, 10 -RafterSt., Enniscorthy. © WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



KNOCKDUFF CROSS, FERNS 

Mr. Cor ish asked if anything could be done to improve 

the position at above cross in respect of which a great 

many complaints had been received. 

It was decided to refer tne matter to the County 

Surveyor for report for next meeting of Finance Committee. 
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