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an agricultural labourer.

ol. Gibbon pointed out that he had on former
occasions suggested that when expenditure of larg
of money were under consideration full particulars should

be circulated to the members of the Council beforehand.

Personally, he admitted he was not able to teke in the

& 41 3 ~ e T 3 T - T
whole of the arguments for and against the matter on the
\
- = P T o ~ ~ s
spur of the moment, and he protestied Very strongly egainst
such matters being brought up without due facts being put

adjournment to the next meeting, and, in the meantime

Mr. Cummins said he only wanted to draw the gttention
of the Council and Col. Gibbon to the fact that the motion
wes circulsted as far back as the 20th November, and there
was plenty of time for any member to gk for any informa-
tion he required.
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yould not agree to an adjournment of the
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motion, because, zs a matter of fact, the scheme was pre-

pared, and the whole thing was held up awalting eanctlon
"or the loan. If any member wanted figures she would agk
the Secretary of the Health Board to see they were sup-
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were so many labourers walting for houses.
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r. Ronan also opposed the adjournment. The
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WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL |
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SPECIAL MEETING

—

27th JANUARY, 1936.

MINUTES

County Hall, N. J. FRIZELLE, {
WEXFORD. Secretary, Wexford County Council. |
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A special meeting of Wexford County Council was held
in County Council Chamber, County Hall, Wexford on 27th

_

January, 1936, for consideration of the following:-

(1) Revision of Road Works Scheme with recommenda-

tion of Finance Committee.

(2) Recommendation of Finance Committee as to ‘
transfer of certain County Roads to Main Roads Class. |

(3) Motion by Mr. Culleton to raise loan of £4,000
for reconstruction of road from Killinick to Carne. !

Present:~ Mr. D. Allen (Chalrman) presiding, also, ‘
Messrs. Patk. Colfer, R. Corish, C. Culleton, John Cummins, |
M1l. Doyle, Col. C. M. Gibbon, W.P. Keegan, John P. Kelly, |
Wun. Kinsella, Jas. Lawlor, Thos. McCarthy, T. J. Meyler, 1
Sean O'Byrne, Miss N. O'Ryan, Col. R. P. Wemyss Quin,
Patrick Ronan,: Ml. Redmond, .and Myles Smyth.

The Secretary, County Solicitor and five Assistant
Surveyors were also in attendance.

Medical Certificate from Dr. S. A. Furlong, Infirmary
House, Wexford, stated that the County Surveyor was suffer-
ing from dyspepsla and was unable for the present to attend :

to his duties. f
L |

ROAD WORKS SCHEME

The Chairman said that the deputation appointed by
the County Council at last meeting had called to Department

of Local Government and Public Health. The meeting would
see from the Minutes of Finance Committee.
The Minutes of Finance Committee 1n respect of meeting

held on 17th January 1936 were submitted as follows:-
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ROAD WORKS SCHEME

At the meeting of the County Council on l1l3th January
1936 the Chairman (Mr. Allen) and Messrs. Corish and ‘
McCarthy were appointed a deputation to discuss with the
responsible offlcers of the Department of Local Government
and Public Health letter from Department of 9th January
1936 (R/RGM/32) as to the figures in Road Works Scheme and
the report of the Department's Inspector in the matter.

Mr. Allen and Mr. Corish reported that with Mr,
McCarthy they had discussed the matter with Mr. Moylan of
the Roads Department of Local Government and Public Health
and would report to the County Council that the amount
already agreed to for Main Road Upkeep viz., £26,897 should
be increased by the re-allocation of £2000 from Improvement
fund and of £1000 from Contingencies Fund, making a total
of £29897 for Main Road Repair. The 40% grant on this
would be £11958 leaving the portion to be borne by rates
£17939.

The Meeting decided to recommend the adoption of i

these figures to speclal meeting of County Council to be

held on 27th January 1936. \
In connection with proposed re-classification of |

‘ certain County roads which were at present bearing more ‘

traffic than some main roads and to proposal that they

should be moved into Main Road Class, Mr. Allen said the ‘
i ' ' deputation had discussed thls question in detail at the
| interview with Mr. Moylan and gathered that the Department
would not object to the transfer from County class to Main
Road class of about 30 mliles of roads.

The Meeting discussed report of the County Surveyor
dealing with suggested transfer of 63 miles of important
County Roads, but, in view of the opinion expressed to
the deputation, they agreed to request sanction to the

following roade being brought into Main Roasd category:-
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1 3 No. 62 Slaght Cross to Balliniry Miles Pers.
No. 65. 8 280

2. TNo. 22 Ballynabola to Taghmon
via Foulkemills No. 55. 10 40

3. No. 57 Baldwinstown to Welling-
tonbridge No. 67 through
Coolseskin and Carrig. 9 220

4. No. 33 Fahy's Cross to Black-
water No. 41l. 5 260

Total Miles 34%.

It was recommended that the Department be asked to
agree that the £3000 transferred from Improvement and
Contingencies Funds should - for the greatest part - be
spent on the above mentioned transferred roads.

As regards the proposal of Mr. Culleton to borrow a
gsum of £4000 for reconstruction of road from Killinick teo
Carne the meeting decided to ask Mr. Culleton to extend
his motion to cover Road from Horeswood to Ramsgrange, the
amount proposed by him £4000 to stand and the Department
of Local Government and Public Health to be asked to give
an equivalent sum towards the total cost (which it ie
calculated will be £8000) for the two roads.

A resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr. Corish
seconded by Mr. Colfer instructing the County Surveyor to
furnish report as to the cost of having the streets through
the various villages of the County put into good repair,
placing them in the order most requiring attentlon. And
that the Council make agpplication to the Department of
Local Government and Public Health (Roads) for a 50% grant
for the repair of those which the Council conslider they

are in a position to deal with.

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES

— TR S— -
= - p———— e S e -



| = 31

Mr. O'Byrne proposed and Mr. Kelly seconded the
following resolution:-

"That recommendation of Finance Committee relative to
Road Works Scheme be received and considered.” ‘

Passed.

The Secretary stated that before considering the
Recommendations of the Finance Committee he wished to '
point out that a good deal of damage had been caused w
throughout the County by the recent storm. He (Secretary) !
had discussed the matter in detall with the County Surveyor §
and it appeared it would be necessary to provide £600 for
repair of damage to County Roads and £150 for the damage !
on Main Roads.

Mr. Colfer proposed and Col. Gibbon seconded the :
following resolution which was adopted without dissent:- '

"That a sum of £750 be provided for repair of storm l
damage, £600 being required for damage on County roads and |
£150 for damage on Maln roads." |

The Secretary stated that at the last meeting the '
finances of the Road proposals for next financial year
were agreed to as follows:-—

|
£. ‘
(a) Main Roads 26,897 |

Plus Loan 2,718
County Roads 17,162 ‘
Plus Loan 278 |
£47,055 |
(b) Improvement 2,000 ‘
(e) Contingencies 2,000 |
£51,0565.
. The new proposals of the Finance Committee were as
| follows:- ;
[ (a) Main Roads 29,%97
| \ Plus Loan 2,718
I County Roads 17,162 !
I Plus Loan 278 ‘
‘ £50,055 h
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(b) Improvement Nil
(c¢) Contingencies 1,000
£51,055.

In reply to Mr. Corish the Secretary said that last
year the net amount rgised for Roads by rates was £44,100.
For the coming financial year excluding storm damage it
was proposed to raise from rates £39097 or £5003 less than
last year.

Mr. Doyle said that the scheme submitted by the
Finance Committee was satisfactory and so far as he could
see could not be improved upon.

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr. McCarthy seconded by Mr. Keegan:-

"That the proposal. submitted by the Finance Committee
in respect of Road Expenditure for the year be and 1is here-
by agreed to."

In connection with the recommendation of the Finance
Committee as to transfer of certain County roads to Main
Road Class Mr. O'Byrne proposed and Mr. Kelly seconded the
following resolution which was adopted nem. con.:-

"That the recommendation of Finance Committee as to
trensfer of 343 miles of County Roads to Main Road Section
as set out in Minutes of Finance Committee of 17th January
1936 be adopted and that in the event of the Department of
Local Government and Public Health agreeing to this pro-
posal the amount set aside in Road Works Scheme in addition
to any State Grant applicable to these roads be expended

on their maintenance."

LOAN FOR RECONSTRUCTION OF ROADS

The following motion stood in the name of Mr,
Culleton:-

"That the Wexford County Council at their Meeting to
be held on 13th January 1936 agree to raise a loan of
£4000 for the purpose of reconstructing road from Killinick
© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES
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to Carne Pler and that the period of repayment of said
loan, area of charge etc., be fixed by above mentioned
meeting." 1

By permission of the meeting Mr. Culleton amended
his motion to read as follows:-

"That the County Council hereby agree to ralse a loan
of £4,000 for the purpose of reconstructing roads

(1) Killinick to Carne |

(2) Horeswood to Ramsgrange via Campile
on condition that the Department of Local Government and i
Public Health contribute 50% of the cost in each case. That |
loan be obtalned from Treasurer for a period of ten years." i

In moiing the amended motion Mr. Culleton said he agd- :'
hered to the views which he had expressed at the last '!
meeting of the County Council that the direct road from ;
Killinick to Carne should be reconstructed. He could not
accept the proposal that the road Killinick - Tagoat to the
Cross of the Lough should replace the one which he proposed.
He had gone over these roads since the last meeting and was |
convinced that the alternative route by Tagoat to Cross of
the Lough would require a good deal more for reconstruction :
than would the road from Killinick to Carne direct. Besldes
the proposal would not be satisfactory to the Carne people ‘
as it would mean a round of two and a half miles if they ‘
wished to get to Killinick and into Wexford. At present
on this alternative route two motor cars could hardly pass
and he was sure there would be great difficulty in providing
for the passage of two lorries. The sides would require to
be filled and there were a great many turns which would re-—
quire to be straightened. The road dealt with in his pro-
posal was not in a very good condition and had annually
required resurfacing. The people concerned were entirely
against the alternative route,

Mr. Kelly seconded the motion.
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Mr. Doyle held that Mr. Culleton had exaggerated the
position of the road through Tagoat to St. Ivers. Motor
cars were constantly passing there and no accidents were

‘ ever reported so far as he was aware. Most of the corners

referred to by Mr. Culleton had been made qulte safe. It

would be an addition to the public if the road through
Tagoat to Carne would be left as a motor road and farmers
could use the direct road from Killinick to Carne for their

vehicular traffic and for their animals. The mileage to

e e ——

be dealt with would be considerably shortened.

Col. Gibbon supported Mr. Doyle, and also considered
they should not duplicate tha tarred road when another road
was available quite as good.

Mr. Birthistle, Assistant Surveyor, stated under Mr.

Culleton's proposal, the County Council would have to re-

construct three miles of road from Killinick to St. Ivers
which would cost £1800. The other road through St. Ivers
to Tagoat would cost at least £2800. The entire length
would have to be widened, strengthened and thoroughly sur-

faced. In fact, it was one of the worst roads in the

—————— — —

county.
_ Mr. Doyle sald the alternative route was a mile short-
[ er than that proposed by Mr. Culleton and for that reason
he was under the impression it would have been more econo-
mical to reconstruct it but having heard that the road
through Tagoat would cost £1000 more than the other route

; proposed by Mr. Culleton he would withdraw any opposition
1 to the motion.

l

|

Col. Gibbon said he also had been influenced by mot-

view of what Mr. Birthistle sald that they would be able

/
to reconstruct a road which would serve the village of

} ives of economy to support the alternative route but in
|
|

Broadway and was not going to increase the cost he would
withdraw his opposition.

'

|
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After some further discussion Mr. Culleton said it was
unnecessary for him to deal further with the matter in view
of the statement made by Mr. Birthistle.

Col. Quin strongly opposed the obtaining of any fur-
ther loans. He was of the ilmpression the County Council
should call a halt to imposing any further liability for
loans on the ratepayers.

The resolution was then put and passed, Col. Quin
dissenting.

FLOODED LANE IN BROADWAY

Mr. Birthistle, Assistant Surveyor for the district
reported under date 27th January 1936 as follows:-

"I inspected above lane with Mr. Culleton, M.C.C.,
on Thursday, 23%rd instant.

We also interviewed Messrs. R. Doyle and J. Devereux
who recently complained of the condition of this lane.

The lane is not County Council property and is about
2 feet below the level of the adjoining roads. The l&nd
is high on both sides of the lane and in consequence floods
badly.

Flooding can be cured by laying a pipe through one of
the adjoining fields, the property of Mr. N. Furlong, Ross-
lare.

The cost would be about £50."

The Chairman said that in view of this report the
Council could not do anything in the matter unless to sched-
ule it for a grant under Minor Relief Schemes Vote.

Mr. Culleton said the people affected contended that
the flooding was caused from the County Council road.

Mr. Birthistle held that the road was responsible
- for very little flooding.

The County Solicitor said the Council had no power to

spend money on the lane and the matter dropped.

This matter was already considered by meeting of Fin-
ance Committee of 3%rd January 1936.
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The Secretary in response to request made by Mr. Doyle

submitted the following figures glving amount of loans by
County Council, Mental Hospital and County Board of Health
and Public Assistance:-

|
COUNTY COUNCIL LOANS: Dispensary houses, £652. 1. 2d.;

Workhouse Buildings, £1,134. 1. 3d.; Gorey Technical School,
£2,141. 7. 2d.; Waterford Bridge, £6,93%32. 12. 6d.; Deeps
Bridge, £787. 2. 11d.; Mountgarret Bridge, £2,716. 13. 4d.;

. Camblin Road, £1,800; Gorey-Courtown Road, £3,000; Wexford-
! Rosslare Road, £800; Enniscorthy Road, £1,034; Wexford Road,
£2,189; West Wing County Hall, £2,610; Enniscorthy Vocation-
al School, £7,000; Rural Vocational Sehools, £3%,500; Small
4ot l
|

|
|
|
|
|
|
Dwellings Acquisition Act, £19,901y total, £56,198. 3. 2ad.
MENTAL HOSPITAL LOANS: £7,359. 6. 10. 1

COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH: Borrowed by Rural District
Councilsg:~ Labourers Acts £209,779; Water Works and Sewer-

age £1,425; Burlal Grounds £79; total, £211,283.

: Borrowed by County Board of Heglth:- Labourers Acts, W
| £135,418. 17. 64.; Waterworks and Sewerage, £18,971. 19s.; |
Tuberculosis Acts, £2,688. 17. 3d.; Burial Grounds, £223;
Improvements County Hospital, County Home, new offices, etc.,
£9,410. 1T7s.; Loan Instalments due on Lsbourers' Acts,
£5,000; on Camolin Water Supply, £1,200; on Bunclody Water
f Supply, £1,280; on County Home roofs, £283%; new Loans ap- ‘
| proved by County Council - 1,000 cottages, £250,000; Ross-
| lare sewerage, £6,000; Ferns water supply, £2,150; Oylegate
| Water Supply, £1,624; total of Board of Health loans,
' £434,244. 10. 9d.; total of Board of Health and District
| . Councils' loans, £645,527. 15. 1la.
Gross total of all loans is £709,085. 5. 1ld.
In reply to Col. Gibbon the Chairman said that the
Government contributed 60% of the cost of the erection of

the cottages.

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES




”
Mr. O'Byrne sald that if the tenants paid up there

would be no liability whatever on the Council for the

Smgll Dwellings Acquisition Acts.
Mr. Doyle said that on the last day when the County \t

Council agreed to the loan of £250,000 they were informed
| that the amount which would fgll on the ratepayers would be

infinitesmal; now they saw the ratepayers would have to
| bear a very considerable burden. ‘
; Miss O'Ryan saild no one would believe a Councillor |

would make a false or misleading statement in the matter of H
{ finance. 60% of the Cottage Loan would be paid by the U
Government and a certain portion of the remailning 40% would ]
: be made up in rent. The present rent was 2/- per week !
and this left the ratepayers liability very small.

Mr. Corish said it was he who gave the figures at the
last meeting, when he sald that a rent of 2/64. would mean
that the responsibility of the ratepayers would be infin-
itesmal more especially when they considered the good which

would be achieved by the erection of the cottages. The

annual figure for which the County Council would be res-

ponsible was £2167 odd. This could not be regarded as
extravagant when they took into account the Government
: Grant of 66% and the fact that it was laid down expressly
in one of the Housing Acts that it was the business of a
local authority to provide and subsidise housing schemes.
‘ Some Councils were paying as high as 1/- in the £. for |
these schemes.
Col. Gibbon reiterated the point made by him at last
‘ meeting that no scheme should be put before the Council
' e until proper figures had been circulated. It was not
fair either to the party proposing the scheme or to the
opposition to bring a scheme forward to the Council without
I circulating the figures properly before hand. He had no {
l fault to find with Mr. Corish - he did his best to procure
figures on the spur of the mement. He could not produce l
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the figures on the spur of the moment, and he (Col. Gibbon)
would defy any man to do 1it.

Mr. Doyle sald that they did not object to the scheme
but they certainly understood that the rents were supposed .
to produce a figure which would almost meet the loan j
charges. The recently bullt cottages were let at 2/- ‘
per week and he did not see much prospect of a cottager 1
being in a position to pay 2/6 per week. |

Mr. Corish sald he never suggested that the cottages

, should be let at 2/6 per week. From what people knew of '

l him they could believe he would be glad to have the houses |
let at a rent lower than 2/- per week.

‘ The Chairmen said it should be remembered with regard

‘ to new and old cottages that the ratepayers were paying

| more in respect of the old cottages than they would be

! paying on the new ones. The rent on the old cottages was

ls. a week. Mr. Doyle and other members, who had spent

many years as members of the Council, had a certain res- |

| ponsibility for former loans. No one in the County would ‘
say that the houses were not required, and there was no use

| in cavilling at the fact that there was going to be a loss

of a pound or two on the houses. He thought it was up to

them as a public authority to realise thelr responsibility,.

Even Urban Councils with much less revenue, and much less

means of raising revenue were taking on much greater res-

ponsibilities, in comparison with thelr revenue, than Wex-

ford County Council. When people talked about all the

|
ratepayers were paying now they should remember that the !
ratepayers were paying all the time for the cottages built §
in the County, and would pay less in respect of the new
cottages than in respect of the old ones.

forward
Mr. Doyle said when they put/the schemes referred to

by the Chairman they submitted full particulars of the cost, y

The Chairman sald that the members of the Health

|

|

|

I

Board were also members of the Councll, and were Just as d
h

|
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responsible as the Council in regard to examining figures
before submitting any cottage scheme, but the effort had

been made to put the Health Board in an inferior position
and to prove that all the superior intelligence was in the
Council. There was a second effort - to leave the im-
pression that there was a huge loss on the bullding of
cottages. These were the matters to which he objected.

Mr. Corish remarked that the scheme for the provision
of 1,000 cotteges would cost 13d. in the £.

Col. Gibbon submitted the following letter from the
Secretary to the County Board of Health under date 24th
January 1936;-

"I am sorry that the rush of the Estimate Meeting and
its aftermath made it impossible for me to reply to your

letter sooner.

The estimate of the all-in-cost of the houses under
the proposed Scheme is £245. Under the last Scheme the
| houses worked out at £244 and the cost to the rates anti-

cipated in respect of each house 1s £2. 13. 8 per annum.
‘ The bullding of houses under the Labourers' Acts is a
duty of the responsible authority and economic schemes
are not possible and have not been possible.

Maintenance is estimated at 1% per annum of the capit-—
al cost over the life of the house. It is found that it
is more than sufficient in the earlier years of the life
of a house. It is anticipated that the cost of maintenance
of the new cottages will not be more than on the old.

The rent fixed by the Board for the former Scheme and
the rent suggested under the new Scheme is 2/~ per week,

To this will be added a weekly sum of 3d or 44 to cover

rates so that the average tenant will pay 2s. 4d. per week
1 : bl for his cottage. In view of the present average wage of
the agricultural labourer it is obvious that this weekly

sum is a very heavy drain on his resources.

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES




I+

It may be stated that a scheme of 1,000 houses will
create an annual charge on the Rates of approximately £3000.
I take it that it is understood that there is a contribu-
tion from the Central Fund of 60 per cent of the annual

Loan repayment charges. The position may be then sum-

marised:- 4
Contribution from Central Fund 54
Tenants contribution 30
Rate contribution in respect of each

Cottage erected. 16
100

I hope this gives you the kind of information you
require."

Mr. Culleton said the general discussion that day
would lead people to think that cottagers were exempt from
rates. After all, the cottage tenants were ratepayers,
and were contributing, in proportion to their means, the
rates that would go towards repaying those loans, and they
were also contributing through the rates to gain some ad-
vantages for the farming community from the Department of
Agriculture and otherwise. The cottage tenants or working
clags people were ralsing no howl if they were giving a
fecility to the farming community from any source, but one
would think from the discuesion that they were not contri-
buting to the rates at all, while, as a matter of fact, they l

were contributing more than they could bear.

|

|

Col. Gibbon considered that what his side of the house

thought of the scheme was shown by their voting unanimously

for its adoption. The only objection that he raised was

in regard to his thinking that they did not get sufficient

figures, and he still belleved this. Certalnly as regards

future loans of any description the fullest possible fig-

ures should be available for the Council.

The matter dropped. _

0 -
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