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The following resolution was adopted on the motion ot 

Mr. Colfer seoonded b.1 Mr. Xelly:-

'That the Minutes of Finanoe Committee in respeot of 

meeting held on 3rd February 1939 be reoeived and 

oonsidered. ' 

POUND! E: r . M.Bedmond proposed the oonfirmation of the 

recommendation of Finance Oommittee as regards the 3% defer. 
Mr . Ronan seconded. 
The resolution was adopted, Col. Quin dissenting. 

POSITION OF COUNTY MEDICAL OFFICER OF ~: On the 

motion ot the Cba1rman seoonded by Miss O'Ryan, the 

reoommendations ot the Finanoe Comm1ttee were agreed to 

exoept as regards the reoommenda tion as to knowledge ot 

Irish, 1n which case the words 'A knowledge of Ir1sh des1r­

abl~ but not essent1al' were approved. 

The following resolut10n was also adopted on the motion 

of M1ss o'Ryan, seconded by Mr. MoCarthy:-

'That, on reoe1ving approval trom the Department ot 

Looal Government and Public Health as to proposed sl.lary and 
• 

locomotion expenses the Statutory Request to the Local 

AppOintments Comm1ssion be filled up in accordanoe with the 

reoommendatlOns ot Finance Committee exoept the reoommenda­

tion as to Ir1sh which is to be in aocordanoe w1th the 

resolut10n adopted at th1s meeting. That a oonterence be 

arranged between the County Council, County Health Board and 

County Medical Otficer ot Health (when appo1nted) to make 

arrangements as to his dut1es 1ncluding (it necessary) any 

deleeat10n trom County Counc1l to County Board ot Health.· 

.. 
VALUATION BILL 1938: The toll&w1ng letter under date 11th 

February 1939 (F.79/l/38) was read trom the Department of 

Finance:-
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II am directed by the M1nister for Finance to acknow­

ledge receipt ot your letter of the 7th instant embodying 

the text of a resolution adopted by the Finance Committee ot 

the Wexford County Council at their meeting on the Jrd idem 

in connection with the provisions in the V~luation Bill 

prescribing the rates of contribution to be made by rating 

authori t1es towards the cost ot revaluation and the 

subsequent annual revisions. 

In reply, the Minister directs me to point out that tbe 

entire cost of the initial general revaluation carried out 

in the last century and, prior to 1874, one half the cost ot 

the annual revisions tell upon the rating authorities. The 

Valuation (Ireland) Amendment Act, 1874, prescribed tixed 

annual sums to be paid b.Y the respective rating author1t1es 

towards the cost of the annual revisions, the aggregate beitS 

intended to cover one half the entire cost. In fact, for 

years back it has not nearly sufficed. On the reValuation 

of the cities ot Dublin and Waterford in 1908-15 and 192~26, 

respectively, the rating authority bore one half the cost • 
• 

It is estimated that under the proposals in Sections 

33 and 34 of the Bill the local contributions will cover lese 

than one halt the cost ot reValuation and less than one half 

the colt ot the annual reVisions thereafter, the balance ot 

the cost in each case falling to be met out ot the Exchequer. 

In the Circumstances, the Minister considers that the rates 

of contribution proposed in the l3ill are not onerous on 

rating authorities, haVing regard to the advantages to them 

of having an up-to-date cadastre prepared and maintained for 

the levying ot rates.' 
a. 

Under date 9th February 1939 the Department ot Local 

Government and Pub110 Health wrote (Circ. letter No. 15/39) 

forwarding copies of Valuat10n Bill 1938 and explanatory 

memorandum tor circulat10n to the Counciilors. 

The Seoretary said the request had been carried out. 
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It was decided to adjourn further consideration of the 

matter including consideration of letter from Department of 

Finance to next meeting of the Council. 

SECONDARY & VOCATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP SCHEME: In connection 

with the case of Nicholas Victor Devereux, Trinity, Tagbmon, 

the following under date 7th February 1939, was read from 

the mother of the applicant:-

'Yours of the 4th to band. My standing salary is 

£258. '"' 6. 0 with a varying capitation grant of 8/- per unit 

aocord1ng to the attendance of pupils. This Grant on an 

average is £15 per annum. When calculating my husband's 

income for car hire I did not deduct tax and Insurance 

which is £18 plus £10 = £28. 

inoome at £292.' 

This leaves the total familY 

No reply had been received from Mr. Ennis. 

In the O'Gorman oase the applioation has now been 

filled by the parents. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 
• Miss O'Ryan seconded by Mr. Corish:-
.. 

'That, in View of explanatory letter as to means from 

Mrs. Devereux we deolare her son, Nioholas Victor Devereux, 

eligible to Gompete for award of Soholarship under Seoondary 

and Vocational Soheme for 1939.-

WARBLE FLY (TREATMENT OF CATTLE) ORDER 1936 

Under date 26th Januar.y 1939 the following letter 

(No. L.4Q0-39) was read from the Department of Agrioulture:-

nl am directed by the Min1ster for Agriculture to state 

for the ~ormation of your Local Authority, that the above 

Order, as amended by the arble Fly (Treatment of Cattle) 

(Amendment) Order, 1936, will again come into operation on 
I 

the 1st March next. Immediate aotion should, accordingly, 

be taken by the Local Authority in regard to the appointment 

of temperary Inspectors, and advertisement~ on the lines 
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I 

indioated in the enclosed extract from th1s Department's 

communication (E.9078/36) of the 18th December, 1936, should 

be issued forthwith. A copy of the adver~isement should be 

forwarded to the Department in due course, and the names ot 

the selected cand1dates, together with particulars of their 

proposed distr1cts, should also be submitted, as early as 

possible, but in any event not later than the 25th proximo. 

While there was a reduct10n in the number of infested 

animals, as a result of the operations of the Order during 

the 1938 season, the Minister is not satisfied that the 

manner in which the Order has been adm1nistered in the 

areas of the majority of the Local Authorities is such as 

will secure the eradioation of the warble pest within a 

reaaonable period. This is to be regretted, having regard 

to the widespread system of inspection and the wide publici~ 

already g1 ven to the Order. It is evident, in the circum-

stances, that many stock-owners mTllst be evading their 

obl1gations and that a more effective enforcement of the 

Or~ 1s oalled for. In this connect10n the Min1ster 

observes that the number of detention notioes served during 

the past season was relatively small, and that legal 

proceedings were taken in only a few cases in respect of . 
non-oompliance with the requirements of the Order. 

The attention of the Looal Authority is direoted to the 

fact that visits to stock-owners and the work generally ot 

the Inspeotors should not be allowed to develop into mere 

matters of routine as would appear to have been the oase in 

t number of instances last year. It should be impressed 

upon· stock-owners that the Order is being operated in their 

own interest, and in the interests ot the country's 

valuable live stock export trade, and that, having regard to 

the importance of the Order, the Local Authority will not 

hesitate to take legal action in any reported case of failure 

to dress cattle in the prescribed manner and at the prescrib­
ed times. I © WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 
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The quallfioatlons and general sultablllty of the oan­

didates for appolntment as temporary Inspeotors should 

recelve partloular attentlon, as lt ls only from the 

Inspectora' eff191enoy and applloatlon to thelr dutles that 

any real progress oan be expeoted. It may be mentloned that 

the M1nlster found lt necessary, last season to withdraw h1s 

approval of the employment of a number of the temporary 

Inspectors owing to thelr general incapaclty and neg11genoe, 

and he trusts that the need for any s1m1lar aotion on h1s 

part will not ar1se in the ensuing season. 

The reoord of any applloant formerly employed as 

temporary Inspeotor should be oarefully sorut1nlsed and he 

should not be recommended .for appointment if his previous 

servioe was not satlsfaotory in every respeot. 

In order to expedite the taking of disolpllnary aotion 

in the oase of any temporary Inspeotor, where such aotion 

appears to be immediately called for, it is suggested that 

the Chlef Execut1ve Off1cer of the Looal Authority should 

have general authorlty to suspend suoh Inspeotor forthwith 

pending further 1nvestisat1on and a deoislon as to whether 

his appointment should be terminated. 

Before being seleoted eaoh oandidate shOUld be required 

"' to give the usual undertaking, viz., that he will devote his 

whole t1me to the work and not engage in any other business 

dur1ng his period of employment; that he will procure (it 

he does not already possess) a means of locomotlon that will 

enable him to carry out his duties; that he will reside at 

or reasonably convenient to the centre of the d1str10t to 

which he may be assigned; and that he will not hold any 

agency for the sale on oommission of any of the approved 

oattle wash preparations or engage in any other way, 

directly or indirectly, in the sale ot these preparations. 

I am to request that you will bring this communication 

before the Local Authority without delay, that you will 
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inform the Department as to the date of the meeting at 

whioh it will be considered, and that you will duly turnish 

particulars of the action taken in the matter. I 

Under date 3rd February 1939 David Crean, Ballyph1lip, 

Kil.mysbal, Clohamon, wrote tha. t he was prepared to disoharge 

the duties of Warble Fly Inspector in No. 1 Area (Distriot 

Eleotoral Divisions of Moyacomb, Kilrush, Bunclody, Castle­

dockrell, St. Mary's, Tombrack, Kilbora, Ferns, Ballyoarney 

and Ballymore) on the same terms and oonditions as obtained 

in 1938. 

On the motion of Mr. Kelly, seoonded by Mr. S eetman, 

the following resolution was adopted:-

ITbat David Crean, Ballyphilip, Clobamon, be appointed 
,.. 

Warble Fly Inspeotor for 110. 1 Area on the same terms and 

oonditions as obtained in 1938. I 
-

The Chairman said he bad been informed by a oattle 

dealep in a big way of bUSiness that the Irish farmers were 

losing thousands of pounds by warbled hides and in their own 

1nt~sts they Should make every effort to see their oattle 

were properly dressed. When the looal authority paid 

Inspeotors the farmers should co-operate. It was to their 

own loq.s if they did not. There was a deduotion ot 10/-

per beast made for those affeoted with warbles. ]thad been 

suggested that farmers who negleoted to dress their oattle 

should be prosecuted and althougn the Counoil would not 

desire to do this it would have to oome if tarmers did not 

oarr.y out the order properly. 

EMPLOYMENT SCHEMES - ROADS: The County Surveyor said there 
r' 

was a condition that 90 per cent of the money be spent befo 

Maroh 31st. Consider1ng that they had to get material trom 

a qUarry five miles away, it was impossible to fulfil that 

o ondition , and he had pOinted out that to the Department and 

he expeoted they would allow the work to prooeed. 
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the money to be spent under the Unemployment Vote, he 

suggested the work done last year on the road between 

u 

X1lmuokr1dge and Courtown be o ontlnued. It was only a third 

class road, but the traff1c was as heavy as on a main road. 

Mr. Corlsh urged that the Curraoloe road should have 

attent10n. 

The County Surveyor sald 1 t did not oome 1n amongst the 

ellglble townlands. There would be further expenditure on 

the road between Brldgetown and Kllmore. 

Mr. Murpil3 asked what about Brldgetown streets. 

Mr. Corlsh sa1d these were ln a shooking oonditlon. 

The County Surveyor sald they oould do someth1ng at 

Brldgetown but they would have to employ men from Kl1more. 

He was not in favour of doing anything a.t Brldgetown until 

the sewerage soheme was finished. 

Mr. Corish sald if the County Surveyor inqulred from 

the Engineer to the Board of Health he would asoerta1n that 

the sewerage system at Brldgetown would lnterfere wlth the 

street to a very small extent. 

Mlss o'Ryan asked lf the Dunoormaok roads in respeot of 

wh1ch a deputatlon complalning of thelr condition, was 

recently before the County Council, could be lmproved • .. 
The County Surveyor sa1d that there should be at least 

16 men unemployed in an electoral area before they could do 

anything. 

It was decided that the County Surveyor submit a detail 

ed report as to how he proposed to expend the money provided 

under the Scheme. 

SToREKEEf>ER FOR MACHINERY YARD: The County Surveyor though 

the best thing was to take on a man temporar11y to see how 

he would go on, but the Finance Committee thought lt better 

to advertise. The work was carrled on by the blacksmith up 

to the present, but there was a tremendous amount of work 
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and stores in the yard and it was almost imposs1ble to keep 

traok at 1t, beoause the blaoksmith would be away at other 

work. It had developed into a taotory and there was no 

way at present at keeping t1me sheets to enable the work to 

be segregated so that the cost ot every individual Job could 

be charged up to it. 

Col. Q,uin - Is it any more expense on the rates? Who 

will pay the £100 a year? 

County Surveyor - The Road Works Scheme you have 

already passed w1ll pay it. I'd aSk you to allow me to 

appoint the temporary man. 

Miss OIRyan proposed and Mr. T. Redmond seconded that 

the County Surveyor be empowered to employ a temporary man. 

Mr. McCarthy said that would not be ta1r, beaause a 

temporary man would have an undue preference over the other 

app11cants who reply to the advert1sement and 1t would be 

nonsens1cal to advert1se. The tairest thing to do was to 

adveDt1se the Job at the start. 

The ~ecommendat1on of the Finance Committee was agreed 

to. 

The County Surveyor said the proposal would really 

save money to the Counc1l. 

PROPOSED PURCHASE OF LORRY: The County Surveyor sta~ed he 

had been 1nqUir1ng 1nto the purchase ot a Ford lorry and 

found the1r heaviest we1ght would not be equal to the work. 

In consequence, the allocat1on by the Finance Comm1ttee 

would not be suff1cient. The following resolut1on was 

adopted. on the mot1on ot Mr. Cor1an, seconded by Mr. T. 

Redmond:- ~ 

'That the County Surveyor be empowered to purchase a 

su1table 4t Ton lorry, cost not to exceed £550.' 
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< WEXFORD BRIDGE: The folldw1ng under date 9th February 

1939 was read from Mr. Alfred D. Delap, Consulting Engineer 

(Delap & Waller, 16 Molesworth Street, Dublin):-

• We reported on this bridge on 9th May 1938 and aga1n 

1n June, on the under water parts of the struoture. We 

found that the br1dge was unsafe for the restrioted load 1t 

was then oarry1ng, and we asked for st1ll fUrther l1m1tat1ors, 

I viz:- to one ton on two wheels, two tons on four wheels, 

both at a walking paoe. 

Sinoe then we have been trying to find some way by 

whioh the bridge oould be made fit to oarry reasonable loads 

for a lim1ted t1me, and have to this end been making further 

invest1gations into 1ts oondition. All we have seen 

confirms our or1ginal report that the bridge is in a very 

dangerous oondition and unf1t to oarry any traff10, exoept 

very light loads at very low speeds. 

We have examined many possible ways of making the 

bridge fit to carry reasonable loads at limited speeds for a 

few more -years: most of these we have had to reJeot on 

aooount Qf the oost or beoause they stressed the struoture 

beyond what we now know it oan safely bear. We oannot for 

any reason oonsider ways that we feel are unsafe, but we 
# 

submit one plan whioh will be reasonably safe, and we leave 

it to your Couno1l te oonsider whether the estimated oost of 

this 1s Just1f1able in view of the inev1 table early end of 

its useful life and of the restriotions on the traffio whioh 

must be applied so long as it is used. 

The proposal whioh we now submit involves the lighten­

ing of '-he dead load on the br1dge, by the removal of most 
• 

of the oast iron floor plates and of the road material, and 

replaoing them with a timber deok. The main bearers are in 

suoh a oondit10n that they must not be asked to take any 

wheel load at all, we do not want to disturb them as any 

movement may destroy their sole useful funotion of st1ffenkg 
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the bridge. 

To carry the wheeled traffic, we propose to introduce 

two new timber trussed beams under each of the two motor 

tracks: that is, four new trussed beams for the whole 

length of the bridge, and to lea.ve the exist1ng bearers as 

they are at present, only doing sufficient work on them to 

keep them from falling down under their own weight. 

We cons1dered using steel beams instead of t1mber, and 

found that of the two the timber, at present prices, worked 

out the cheaper and bes1des the increased cost ot the steel 

beams it was found very difflcul t to fasten down the timber 

deck satisfactorily. Other difficulties arose in every 

attempt to combine steel and timber beams. 

As regards cost. We can estimate the cost of all the 

new work and have' done so, but thougn we have, in view ot 

the inevitably short remain1ng lite of the br1dge, cut down 

a.ll renewals and repa1rs, we must include substantial sums 

for absolutely necessary renewals and repairs which w1ll 

only ~come obvious as the removal of the superstructure 

progresses. 

Ithas become quite clear that the remaining life ot 

this bridge must be short, it cannot possibly be more than a 
~ 

tew costly years. It is for the Council to decide whether 

the advantages ot what we propose are worth the cost or 

whether it would be better to close the bridge forthwith to 

all wheeled traffic, pending a decision on the question of 

a new bridge. 

It a new bridge 1s to be built, its site will have to 

be decided on and a temporary bridge provided. The 

proposal we have put before you would enable the present 

br1dge to deal with traffic during this period. 

We estimate the cost of our proposal at £7,403. o. 0, 

and we attach a plan showing details.-
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In reply to Mlss O'Ryan the County Surveyor said that 

a new temporary brldge would cost between £10,000 and £1500~ 

The Chairman po1nted out that as a new bridge would tam 

five or six years to build it was necessary to have a 

temporary bridge 1n the meantime, elther by repair1ng the 

exist1ng structure or by erection of a new temporary brldge. 

He believed it would be much cheaper to repair the present 

·bridge by spending £7,400 wblch, according to the reports 

of thelr engineers would give it a life of five or slx year& 

The County Surveyor said one of the first things to be 

done was to select a site for the new bridge if the Council 

decided upon bullding one. 

Miss O'Ryan said it was stated at last meetlng that 

before they could decide upon bullding a new bridge, certain 

inquiries would have to be made resardlng the site opposite 

the old courthouse which was favoured by some people. The 

. rlghts of the Railway Company, Harbour Commlssioners and 

Corporation would have to be 1nqulred into. 

Mr. McCarthy sald he had proposed that the erectlon of 

a new britge be adjourned for 12 months, but he now felt 

that he would have to revise his view after considering the 

reports of County Surveyor and Mr. Delap. He wished to 

know how far they could carryon with the repairs to old 
~ 

bridge at the cost of £2600, already agreed to, if they 

decided in the very near future to erect a new bridge. 

The County Surveyor was against carrylng on the repalr 

work covered by the £2600. In the first place he belleved 

the amount would not be at all s~fficient to cover wbat 

might be revealed when the brldge was strlpped. It was mare 

, than possible they would have to remove a number of the tie­

bars which would cause damage to the shoes. In fact, in 

his opinion, the work would be so expensive and unce~tain he 

could not advise the Council to direct him to undertake it. 

He had considered the position with Mr. Delap, and his 
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partner, MaJ or Waller and Captain Harvey, engineer on the 

bridge and the proposals now submitted were the result ot 

two full days' consultations and examination ot the posit1~ 

What they proposed was to keep the bridge open until the new 

one was erected, and this was as far as they could go. 

Mr. Cor1sh held It was absolutely essent1al for the 

town of Wexford that the bridge should be kept open. 

The County Surveyor sald that a new br1dge an approxi­

mately the present site would probably have to be alongside 

the old one, down stream. If they had a new bridge in 

comtemplatl&n on exactly the present slte, they would have 

to build a temporary brldge alongslde which would cost any-

thing up to £12,000 or £15,000. If the present bridge were 

used as a temporary brldge while they were building a new 

one alongslde it, he thought the one d1fficulty about that 

would be the crossing at the Wexford Side, because they 

would have to build a new bridge over the railway. Of 

course, If they decided that the new bridge should be on the 

slte of the old Wexford brldge, opposite the old courthouse, 

the p~esent bridge would tit in perfectly as a temporary 

bridge. 

The Chairman said It would be a big problem to decide 

where to put a new bridge. He could see the Harbour Board, 

RailWay Company and the Corpoi-ation involved, and it was 

quite a possibility that the way out of that - supposing 

they decided to build a bridge at the old courthouse - would 

be an Act through the Dail. That was a possibllity, but as , 
the procedure was very slow ag he was afraid that they would 

have to repair the o~ :' bridge. The only thing they wanted 

to be clear on was if, supposing the Counc1l decided to bulld 

on the existing sl te J the existing bridge would have to be 

re,oved before the new brldge would be built. 

The County Surveyor said It they selected the site for 

the new bridge on the existing site or beslde it they would 
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have to re bu1ld the ra1lway br1dge to meet the Min1stry of 

Transport loading. This would be costly but not so 

expens1ve as the erect10n of a new temporary br1dge. 

In reply to Mr. OIByrne, the County Surveyor sa1d the 

Counc1l had not rece1ved the approval of the Department of 

Looal Government and Pub11c Health as to the proposed repair 

on the £2,600 bas1s. lAr. Courtney, Chief Roads Eng1neer 

·to the Department, had 1nspeoted the br1dge and has requ1red 

part1culars and calculat10ns etc. from Mr. Delap. In the 

meantime, the br1dge was opened and 1t was found much worse 

than they thought. 

The Cha1rman pointed out that the Department of Local 

Government and pub11c Health would not in1t1ate anything as 

regards the repa1r of the br1dge but they would examine, 

cr1t101se and adv1se any proposals put up by the Counc1l. 

Mr. Cor1sh sa1d that the report presented to them left 

· Wexford 1n an unenv1able and precar10us pos1 t10n. It was 

the duty of the Counc11 t& do something about th1s matter 

now. In v1ew of the pos1t10n he cons1dered inqu1r1es 

covering ~e preliminar1es necessary regarding the new 

bridge should be made without delay and at last meeting he 

had asked that these inqu1r1es should be made. 

In reply to Mr. Sweetman the County Surveyor sa1d 1f .. 
Wexford br1dge WaS closed the detour by Ferrycarr1g from 

Castlebr1dge would mean an extra four m11es over the 

exist1ng route. 

Mr. Sweetman sa1d this meant hardsh1p to the looal 

people but was not of muc~ oonce~n to motor1sts. 

Col. Quin sa1d that most of the Counc1l were sat1sf1ed 

, that a new br1dge would hav e to be bu1lt and they should 

face the1r respons1b111t1es 1n the matter. 

Miss 0 1 Ryan sa1d that at the prev10us meet1ng she had 

expressed herself 1n favour of the ereot10n of a new bridge. 

But, it was perfeotly natural for the members that they 
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should consider whether the estimate of the County Surveyor 

at £2,600 would give a life of from three to five years to 

the existing structure in order to allow time to oonsider 

the erection of a new bridge. They were reoeiving 

different op1nions as to the site of this new bridge from 

shopkeepers on the Quay and Main Street. It would be 

recognised that it was a matter whioh required very oareful 

. oonsideration. 

The County Slrveyor said that at the present time they 

had several spans of the bridge blocked off at one s1de, and 

in fact in regard to some of them it was doubtful if they 

should not close the whole span. Sinoe he started opening 

up the bridge they had closed, partially, two other spans. 

They had, of oourse, a l1m1tation of speed, but unless they 

had a man there with a machine gun they could not stop it. 

Mr. Doyle said that at the last meeting he opposed the 

building mt a new bridge, because the report of the engineer, 

save him the impression that they might get useful service 

out of the bridge for seven or eight year~ Everyone was 

aware o~ the cond1 tion of the market in regard to t1mber, 

steel, etc. They were up against re-armament and world 

buyers. If they postponed the building of a bridge for 

four or~ five years they might save 40 or 50 per cent. 

The County Surveyor said that under the system now 

proposed new trusses would be under the wheels of traffic 

and there would be two separate independent lines fenced off 

between. These trusses would really take the load. 

Miss ot~an favoured t~ holding of a speoial meeting 

to decide the site of a new bridge. It they were going 

, to utilise the existing struoture as a temporary bridge, the 

cost ot rebuild1ng the railway bridge and of any arrangementA3 

which might be necessary with other interests that might be 

involved would have to be considered in great detail. 
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The Chairman belleved the inqulrles referred to b.1 

Miss OIRyan would take t elve months. 

Miss O'Ryan sald she was golng to mention 14 days. 

Mr. T. Redmond said he bad voted agalnst the proposal 

to adjourn conslderation of erection ot new bridge tor 

twelve months because he believed a new brldge was absolu~ 

necessary and there was certainly no doubt that a new brldge 

would have to be bul1t wlthin a very short perlod. 

It would, in hls oplnion, take three or tour years 

before the brldge would be completed. The present traffic 

into Wexford m1ght be d1verted to the detr1ment ot the town 

if' people had to go around by Ferrycarrig. They should 

decide at once upon the erectlon of' a new bridge and carry 

out such repalrs to the old one that would make lt ln the 

meant1me tit for traffic. 

Mr. Corish believed they had arrlved at the stage when 

they should d1rect their engineers and offlcials to report 

as to the best site and to get in touch with the various 

interests concerned in order to ascertain the exaot posltion 

as ' to the ereotion ot new bridge, either on the present site 

or on the site beSide the old courthouse. 

Col. Quin said 1 t was clear steps would have to be ta 

to strengthen the present bridge in the manner suggested by 

the Engineers. If they used the present bridge as a 

temporary bridge and decided to erect a new bridge parallel 

to it they could by a slight diversion avold the reconstruc-

tion of the railway bridge, as lt need not be interfered 

with. , 
Mr. Culleton held that the previous recommendations of 

the County Surveyor and Mr. Delap for a new bridge had been 

repudiated by the Council. He sUpported the building of a 

new bridge at Wexford ln 1920 and in his opinlon a good 

deal of the money necessary for the erection of that new 

bridge had been spent in tlie meant1me patching the old one. 
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fOe Ohairman proposed the following resolution:­

'That repairs to Wexford Bridge in accordance with 

reports of Oounty Surveyor and Mr. Delap, Oonsulting 

Engineer, at a cost of £7,043, be proceeded with. 

That the equivalent of a rate of 2td in the £ on the 

Oounty be ~llooated for this expenditure, provided 40% 
maintenanoe grant be forthcoming from the Government. 

That our Seoretary communicate with the Department of 

LQcal Government and Public Health and explain the position 

to them and ascertain if they are prepared to put up the 

40% in question.' 

The Ohairman, in moving thiS, pointed out that if the 

money was borrowed no State Grant would be available as he 

had already mentioned. 

001. Quin seconded the motion which was adopted 

without dissent. 

In reply to Oouncillors, Mr. Delap (who was present) 

said he had referred to only two or three points. One was 

that in the proposal now before the Oouncil they (engineers) 

ha~ provided for Douglas fir instead of pitch pine. Pitch 

pine was almost unprocurable, and Douglas fir could be got 

for something like half the money, but it would not last. 

For the first three years it was as good as pitch pine, but 

after three years it deteriorated very rapidly, and could 

not be counted on lasting more than five years. Oontinuing 

Mr. Delap said it would take about five years before the new 

bridge could be erected. However, before coming to any 

decision on the exact site they should have full and 

complete informatIon as regards the two sites which had 

been referred to. If the existing site was used they 

should decide whether the new structure would be on the 

exact situation or immediately parallel to it. 

The Oounty Surveyor, having referred to the detailed 

examination which he had made in 1913 of every span of the 

~-
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bridge, said the timbers which were then found satisfactory 

were now defective. In fact, the more they opened the 

bridge the less they thought about it from the po1nt of 

view of bearing traffic. 

Mr. Corish stressed his point as to the County Council 

officials getting in touch with the Railway Company and all 

others who would be interested in the erection of a new 

bridge at the old Courthouse site, to ascertain their views. ' 

The Chairman said he ould expect that at the next 

meeting of the Council they would have a report from the 

County Surveyor as to the site of the new bridge, and as to 

what would be involved in the reconstruction of the railway 

bridge if a new bridge was erected on the site of the 

present bridge or parallel theretm. Also as to the old 

Courthouse site. 

Mr. Corish said that in view of the fact that the 

publ1c had the right of usage over the railway tracks at the 

old bridge site opposite the Old Courthouse, he believed the 

Council should ask their Solicitor (Mr. Elgee) to ascertain 

what their exact position was. Carts and lorries were 

going over these tracks every day drawing sand and various 

other materials. 

~e County Surveyor said in regard to the selection of 

a site in addition to the legal question there was also the 

question of comparative cost. In his opinion, borings 

would have to be made at both proposed sites. 

~ Mr. Corish proposed and Mr. Murphy seconded the 

following resolution which was adopted:-

"That we request ~our Solicitor to ascertain what 

exactly would be the position of the County CoUncil as 

regards the rights of the Railway Company and all other 

interests concerned relative to the proposal to 

(1) Erect new bridge on the present site or parallel to 

(2) Erect new bridge on the old Courthouse site." 
• 
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Mr. Corish said that in view of the alarming report of 

the engineers as regards the condition of Wexford Bridge he 

would move at next meeting that Standing Orders.be suspended 

to enable him to propose that the Council take steps to 

erect a new bridge on a site to be determined later, and 

when the Council were in full possession of all possible 

information as regards the rights of all parties concerned.~ 

CARNE ROAD: The County Surveyor said that the County 

Council CQUld not legally spend any money on this road; they 

had no responsibility in the matter. 

Mr. Doyle said it would be a great convenience to a 

large number of people if it could be put in repair. 

TALBOT HALL ROAD AND MAUDLINS: Mr. O'Neill, Assistant 

Surveyor for the district, said this was a fourth class road 

and was not in a very bad condition. 

wished to have it steamrolled. 

The local people 

Mr. T. Redmond said that the road was used by 7 or 8 

farmers; it was always bad as not mucp attention had been 
• 

g1 ven to it. It was always lizta bog" as the centre had 

sunk and there as usually six or eight inches of mud on it. 

The County Surveyor said it was a question of money 

pure and simple. 

it. 

Mr. Walsh said that a very small amount would improve 

The Chairman proposed and Mr. Walsh seconded a 
~ 

resolution that the County Surveyor take the necessary steps 

to provide some extra material for this road. 
This proposal was adopted. 

INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL APPLICATION - MARGARET ~UURY CONWAY: The 

following under da,te 7th February was read from Mr. Elgee, 

County Solicitor:-
, 

lAs instructed, I have now ascertained that at the 
'" 

Enniscorthy District Court on the 2nd instant, the above-
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named Margaret Mary Conway was commltted to St. Aidan's 

Industrlal School, New Ross, and an Order was made for the 

payment by her Father of 1/- per week. Conway is earning, 

as I am informed, £2. 7. 0 per week, and he has three 

children in add1 tlon to Margaret Mary." 

iss O'Ryan said that Conway's circumstances should be 

brought to the notice of the proper authorities. They 

could not consider that Conway was not 1n a position to 

support his child. 

In reply to Mr. O·Byrne, Mr. Elgee said that he did not 

appear at the hearing of the application to commit ·the child 

in this case. 

Mr. O'Byrne said the case should not be allowed to go 

by default and the District Justice should be put in 

possession of the facts. 

lire McCarthy considered it most unfalr to the County . 
Councll that they should be responsible for the maintenance 

of the child in this case. 

After further discussion Mlss Of Ryan proposed and Mr • 
• Murphy seconded the followlng resolutlon which was adopted:-

-That Mr. Elgee (County Solicitor) take the necessary 
-steps to have a re-hearlng 1n the case of Margaret Mary 

Conway, John Street, Enniscarthy, commltted to New Ross 

Industrial School,on the ground of the father1s means.· 

The Chairman sald that he was aware that ln three cases 

in his district when the mothers died the people of the 
~ 

dlstrlct were in favour of getting the children away and in 

this way the father was relieved of responsibility. 

Miss O'Ryan said that every application should be 

closely scrut1nised and information as to the means of 

parents and guardians obtained and broUght to the notlce 

of the District Justice. , 
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SICK LEAVE: MR. HAYES: CLERICAL ASSISTANT: The following 

under date 8th February 1939 was read from Dr. Alioe Barry, 

R.M.S., Peamount Sanatorium:-

-This man, when seen by me in Deoember, had mild 

pleurisy and a latent Tubercular lesion. His general 

condition was anaemic and there was a ~er of the latent 

lesion becoming an aotive pule Tuberoulosis." 

The following translation of letter, written by Mr. 

Hayes in Irish and under date 11th February 1939, was read:­

Mlf I knew what was wrong with me, I would not have 
... 

found it necessary to see a dootor. The best thing for 

you to do to get information about my illness is to ask the 

dootor who is in oharge yourself." 

The Chairman said that when the Counoil agreed to give 

Mr. Hayes three months' sick leave they were under the 

impression he was in hospital. The County Board of Health 

required fortnightly oertifioates from any of their staff 

absent throUgh illness. 

After further disoussion the Chairman proposed and Mr. 

01Bypne seconded a resolution directing Mr. Hayes to submit 

fortnightly medioal certifioate during the balanoe of his 

siok leave. 

Passed. 
On the motion of t~. Colfer, seoonded by Mr. Corish, 

the following resolution was adopted:-

"That Minutes of Finanoe Committee of 3rd February 1939 
. 

as submitted to this meeting be, and the same are, hereby 

confirmed and aI't>roved exoept in so far as same may have 

been altered or amended by resolution adopted at this 

meeting." 
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RESIGNATION OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

The following, under date 12th February 1939 was read 

from Air. John Connors, County Councillor:-

II beg to tender my resignation as a member of your 
'" Council as I cannot give the time to attend meetings. I 

wish to thank all the members for the good spirit of 

friendship that always prevailed. Also, Mr. F.rizelle and 

Mr. Barry who d1d their best at all times to please 

everybody. 

Wishing your Council every suooess." 

'On the proposition of Mr. o 'Byrne, seconded by Mr. 

Colfer, the resignation was accepted with regret and Mr. 

O'Byrne gave notice that a successor to Mr. Connors be 

co-opted at the next meeting. 

UNION -

Under date 7th February 1939, the following was 

received from the Irish Leoal Government OffiCials' Union 

(Wexford Branch) on behalf of the four ASSistant Surveyors 

Messrs : Birthistle, Cullen, Ennis and OtNeill, to have their 

salaries placed on an incremental basis:-

·On the 12th October, 1936, this Branch of the Local 

Goverrlment Officials' Union put in an application on behalf 

of four District Surveyors to have their salaries placed on 
~ 

an incremental basis. 

The Surveyors are definitely paid the lowest salaries 
~ 

of any Surveyors in the country. Moreover, not alone are 

the commtncing salaries in other Counties higher than the 

present fixed salaries in County Wexford, but, in most of 

the other Counties they increase by yearly increments of £10 

to £15, to a maximum of £400. 

It may _be pointed out that .the Wexfcrd Ros.ds are among 

the most difficult to maintain on account of its being such 

an intensive tillage county. 
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The Surveyors oonoerned are naturally not satisfied to 

remain the lowest paid of their olass in the country, and 

now ask the Council to accede to their request for inoremenm 

of £15 per annum to a maximum of £400. 

There has been some suggestion for combined services in 

this County but it would now appear that any suoh soheme 

would not be feasible or satisfactory for many years to coma 

It is consequently respectfully requested that this 

applioation be now definitely dealt with. Their salaries 

are £275 per annum with no increments and the average length 

ot.servioe of the four men concerned would be eighteen ~s~ 

Mr. Kelly said he would give notioe of motion to move 

at next meeting of County Council that the request of the 

Assistant Surveyors to have their salaries plaoed on an 

incremental basis, be acceded to. 

Mr. Ennis, AsSistant Surveyor, said what the Surveyors 

desired was that a small committee of the Council would be 

appOinted to consider their application.. They were the 

worst paid ASSistant Surveyors 1n Eire. The folldw1ng 

comm1~tee waDe then appo1nted to meet the Surveyors and 

report to County Council at f1rst available meeting:-

Messrs. Bowe, Culleton, R. Doyle, .,1 "" M. Redmond, 

~. T.
4
Redmond and J. E. Walsh, to meet after next meeting 

of County Council and subm1t report. 

GOREY TENDERS COMMITTEE 

On the motion M:)f Miss O' Ryan seconded by Mr. Ke lly , 

the following minutes of Gorey Tenders Committee were 

confirmed:-
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GOREY TENDERS COMMITTEE 

Meeting ot Gorey Tenders Committee was held in Gorey 

Courthouse on 11th February 1939. 

PrdBent:- Mr. D. Allen~T.D.(Chairman County Council) 

who presided. Also, Messrs. W. P. Keegan, Sean O'Byrne 

and Myles Smyth. 

The County Secretary, County Surveyor and Assistant 

Surveyors R.J. Ennis and T. Treanor were also in attendance . 

The following Road Contracts were accepted. 

from 1st April 1939 to 31st !I arch 1942:-

~ Amount allowed £10. 

Period 

Abraham Storey, Croghan, Inch, who gave as his Suretie~ 

James Graham, Croghan, Inch, and Andrew Kinsella, Croghan, 

Inch, tendered at £10 and was accepted. 

This was the only tender. 

1021. Amount allowed £15. 

Andrew McCann, · oteybower, Carnew, who gave as his 

Sureties, John Sunderland, Ba.1tyfarre11 and Thomas O'Loughljn 

Knockbrandon, tendered at £15 and waS accepted. 

This waS the only tender. 

l.Q.L. Amount allowed £20 • • 
James Farrell, Kilmichael, Arklow, who gave as his 

Sureties, Patrick KavanagA, Cloneranny and James Tackaverry, 

Killowen, tendered at £20. As tender was not signed by , 
Contractor the work was given in charge ot County Surveyor • 

..J.Qg"" ~ount a110 ed £21. 

James Farrell, Kilmichael, Ark10w, who gave same 
.-

Sureties as for No. 101, tendered at £20. 10. o. As tender 

waS not signed by Contractor the work was given in charge ot 

County Surveyor. 

~ Amount allowed £20. 

No tender. Given in charge ot County Surveyor. 

~ Amount allowed £30. 

No tender. Given in charge ot County Surveyor. 

~ Amount allowed £16. 
No tender. Given in charge of County Surveyor, 
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~ Amount allowed £12. 

Edward Savage, Gorey Hill, Gorey, who gave as his 

Sureties, Francis Carty, Coolnastud, and Jemes Hempenstall, 

Main Street, Gorey, tendered at £12 and as accepted. 

~ Amount allowed £20. 

Edward Savage, Gorey Hill, Gorey, who gave same 

Sureties as for No. 125, tendered at £20 and was accepted. 

This was the only tender. 

~ Amount allowed £20. 

Patrick Kinsella, Ramsfort Park, Gorey, who gave as his 

Sureties James Hempenstall, Main Street, Gorey and Daniel . 
Kinsella, Knockavota, tendered at £20. As Contractor was 

not in attendance work was given in charge of Co. Surveyor • 

.l£. Amount allowed £20. 

No tender. Given in charge of County Surveyor. 

Amount allowed £12. 

No tender • Given in charge of County Surveyor. 

.lM,. Amount allowed £14. 

No tender. Gi ven in charge of County Surveyor. 

~ Amount allowed £9 • 
• 
No tender. Given in charge of County Surveyor. 

~ Amount allowed £14. 

John Donohue, Ballyconran, Craanford, who gave as his , 
Sureties, Patrick Donohue, Ballyconran, Craanford and [ichael 

. Nolan, Ballyconran, Craanford, tendered a~ £14 and was 

accepted. 

J.:U,. Amoun t allowe d .£25. 

No tender. Given in charge of County Surveyor. 

There s no competition for Road Contracts and all ten-

ders submitted were at figures allowed by County Surveyor. 

Haulage : A number of Contractors for HaUlage ere aooepted 

the lawest suitable quotation in each case being taken • . 
In some instances in which the meeting considered the 

·quotations too high the work was given in charge of the 
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LOAN COOLGREANY SEWERAGE SCHEME 

The following motion (copy of which was circulated to 

the members of the County Council on 4th January 19~9J 

stood in the name of the Chairman:-

II hereby give notice of my intention to move at 
.... 

meeting of Wexford County Council to be held in County 

Council Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, on Monday, 13th 

February 1939, at 10.30 a.m.:- That the Wexford County 

Council ~nsent to the borrowing by County Wexford Board of 

Health and Public Assistance of £2,900 (Two Thousand Nine 

Hundred Pounds) for the purpose of installing a sewerage .. 
scheme at Coolgreany." 

In moving his motion Mr. Allen pointed out that 10 

years ago a water supply bad been installed in Coolgreany • 

In this village there was a new school, doctor's residence, 

three shops, Garda barracks and some pr1vate houses. The 

pppulat10n was 200, and it was essentially necessary that a 

sewerage scheme should be provided for them. 

Mr. Corish seconded the mot1on, which was adopted 

nem. cgo. 

NATIONAL HEALTH INSURANCE WIDOWS' AND ORPHANS' 
PENSIONS ACT 1936 

Under date 1st February 1939, the Department of Local 

Government and Publ1c Health (National Health Insurance 

Sect1on) wrote (A.1227/l939) in connection with the nomina­

tion of four delegates nominated by County Council and 

County Borough CounCils to vote for the election of five 

members of the Committee of Management of the National 

Health Insurance Society. 

It was decided on the mo~ion of Mr. Culleton, seconded 

by Mr. Colfer, that consideration of selection of delegates 

be dealt with at Marc~ meet1ng of the CounCil. 
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AUDITORS REPORT MENTAL HOSPITAL COMMITTEE 

Under date 20th January 1939, the Department of Local 

Government and Public Health wrote (A.3l41l/38) forwarding 

copy of Auditor's report of the Aud1t ot Accounts of the 

Enniscathy District ental Hosp1tal Committee ~two halt 

years ended 30th September last. 

Abstracts were also furnished. 

Attested copies of the 

It was decided to refer the report to the Mental 

Hosp1tal Committee. 

ANNUAL ESTIMATE COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 

Under date lOth January 1939 the Department ot Local 

Government and Public Health wrote (P.72/39(F) Loch Garman) 

torwarding copy ot letter to the Wexford Board of Health and 

Public Assistanoe, assenting to the conSideration of their 

annual estimates and demand for next finanCial year being 

considered at meeting of the Board on 16th January 1939. 

ANALYST • S REPORT - DECEMBER 1938 Q,UARTER 

According to report submitted by the County Analyst in 
• 

respect o~ above quarter, the following analyses had been 

carried out:- Foods 256; Drugs 70; Waters 3. Total 329. 

Number adulterated were one whole milk and one butter, also 

one water' had been condemned • 
• 

SAlE OF HOUSE - SEALING OF DEED 

The following resolution was proposed by Mr. Kelly, 

seconded by Mr. Keegan and adopted:-

"That the Seal of the County Council be affixed to the 

Deed of Transfer and Release made between Patrick Fanning, 

Moneycross, Gorey, of the 1st part, The County Council of 
, .. 
the County of Wexford of the 2nd Part, Laurence Darcy of the 

3rd part, and Robert Fitzsimons of the 4th part of Part ot 

the Lands ot Moneycross Upper, on part of which said Lands 
the 

County CounCil hold a Charge for the sum of £100 
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advanced by them to the said Patrick Fanning under the 

provisions of the Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts, and the 

balance of which said Loan amounting to the sum of 

£96. 13. 9 is now to be paid off to the Council out of the 

proceeds of the sale of the said Lands." 

FWODING AT ORRISTOWN AND RATHMACKNEE 

In connection with the appointment of Committee at 

County Council meeting in January 1939 to inspect and report 

re flooding at above, Mr. Birthistle, Assistant Surveyor for 

the district, said that application had been made to have 

the flooding obviated under a Minor Relief Scheme grant. 

There was, accordingly, no necessity for a Committee to meet 

as nothing further could be done in the matter. 

KILMACBEE FLOODING 

Mr. Sean Murphy said he bad brought before the Finance 

Committee over two months ago the question of the flooding 

of cottage of Patrick Whelan, Kilmacree. It was flooded, 
• owing to defective water table and nothing had been done in , 

the meantime. 

The County Surveyor said he had visited the place with 

Mr. Carso~, Health Board Engineer, and pipes would be put in 

to remedY it. . He believed it was a matter for the County 

Board of Health. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. Murphy seconded by Mr. Colfer:-

"That the County Surveyor submit to Finance Committee 

a detailed written report as to the steps taken to oVviate 

the flooding at the cottage o~ Patrick Whelan, Kilmaoree. 

a56ENCES POISONS AND PHARUACY ACT 1908 

Miss 01Ryan proposed and Mr. Corish seoonded the 

following resolution whioh was adopted nem. con,:-
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" 

"That licences under Poisons and Pharmacy Aot 1908 

1ssue to the follow1ng:-

ces: 

Nioholas Culleton, Shelbourne Co-operative Sooiety, 
Campile. 

Patriok Prendergast, Haggard, Ramsgrange. 

ioenoes: 

Nioholas Mernagh, Rathnure, Enniscorthy. 

William Hogan, Fethard-on-Sea. 

PROPOSALS FOR PAYMENT 

The following resolution was proposed by Mr. Kelly, 

seoonded by Mr. OtByrne and adopted:- . 

"That the .averal proposals for payment subm1tted to 
.... 

this meeting (inoluding payments to Road Contraotors oerti-

fied by County Surveyor on Form 22) be and the same are 

hereby agreed to and we direot that Pay Orders in respeot 

of same issue from this meeting." 
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