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N. J. FRIZELLE , County Hall, 
WEXFORD. Secretary Wexford County Council. , A 
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The monthly meeting of Wexford County Council was held 

IK County Council Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, on 11th 

Deoember 1939. 

Present:- Mr. D. Allen, T.D., Cha1rman (presiding); 
:1.:r..8~ 

also Messrs. Moses Bolge~ Patrick Colfer, Richard Corish, -John Day, Raymond Doyle, W. P. Keegan, John P. Kelly, James 

Kennedy, James Lawler, Sean O'Byrne, Miss N. otRyan, Michael 

Redmond, Thomas Redmond and Myles Smyth. 

The Secretary, County Surveyor, County Solicitor and 

Messrs. R. J. Ennis, Thomas Cullen, P. O'Neill and T. 

Treanor, Assistant Surveyors, and Dr. Daly, County Medical 

Off1cer of Health were also in attendance. 

The Minutes of last meeting were confirmed. 

PAYMENTS 

Treasurerts Advice Notes for £23011. 15. 9d were 

examined and signed. 

WELCOME TO DR. DALY. COUNTY MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH 

The Chairman welcomed Dr. Daly to Wexford and hoped his 

lines in the County would run in pleasant places both for ' . 

himself and the people. He (Chairman) was certain Dr. Daly 

would carry out his duties to the satisfaction of everybody • 

Miss O'Ryan as Chairman of the County Board of Health 

extended a welcome to Dr. Daly. 

The latter returned thanks for his kind reception by 

the Council and prOmised he would do his best to discharge 

his duties in the very best possible way. 

RESIGNATION OF COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

The following under date lOth December 1939 was read 

from Mr. P. Ronan, County Councillor:-

"I hereby tender my resignation as member of Wexford 

County Council." 

Miss OtRyan proposed the following resolution:-
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'That Mr. P. Ronan be asked to reconsider his 

resignation as County Councillor.1 

She said that Mr. Ronan had rendere~ very valuable 

service to the County Council and it would be a pity if he 

severed his connection with them. 

Mr. Bolger seconded. 

The Chairman endorsed Mies O'Ryanle observat1ons, and 

stated it would be generally admitted that Mr. Ronan was a 

valuable member of the Council and it would be regrettable 

if at this late stage when the life of the Council was about 

to expire Mr. Ronan should leave them. He sincerely hoped 

that Mr. Ronan would w1thdraw his resignation. 

The resolution was unanimously adopted. 

CONFIRMATION OF MI1WTES OF FINANCE COMMITTEE 

MEm'ING 24th November 1939: 

were subm1tted as follows:-

-

The Minute s of this meeting 

/ 
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The fortnightly meeting of Finance Committee was held 

in County Counoil Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, on 24bh 

November 1939. 

present:- Mr. Denis Allen, T.D. (Chairman) preSiding; 

also essrs. P. Colfer, W. P. Keegan, JOM P. Kelly, Sean 

0 ' Byrne and ss 0' Ryan. 

The Seoretary, Assistant Secre tary, County Surveyor, 

County Solicitor and Rates Inspeotor were in attendance. 

The Minutes of last meeting were oonfirmed. 

PAYMENTS 

Treasurer's Advice Notes f or the following were 

examined and eigned: - General payments £5051. 4. 9d; 

Transfer to County We xford Vocational EdUcation Committee 

for Enn1soorthy School (erect1on of) £712. o. 5d. 

~E COLLECTION 

STATE OF: The following 1s the state of the Rate 

Collection to date of meeting:-

Name of Colleotor Percentage of Current 
Warran t and of three 
zears' arrears colleoted. 

• 1. 
2. 

• 3· 4· 

P. Nolan 
J. Curtis 
S. Gannon 
E. J. Murphy 
J. J. 0 ' Re1lly 
D. Kenny 

51.8 
50·5 
49.6 
49·1 
48·9 
46.6 
46.1 
46.0 
44·9 
43 ·1 
42.2 

5· 
6. 
7. 
8. 
9. 
10 . 
11. 
12. 
13· 
14· 
15· 
16. 
17. 
18. 

J. Deesan 
• Kehoe 

A. Dunne 
p. Doyle 
J. Flood 
J. Cumm1ns 
P. Carty 

• cCarthy 
W. Doyle 
J . J. S1nnott 
J . Qu1rke 
w. Cumm1ns 

Average 

41·6 
41·3 
41·1 
40 ·5 
38.9 
38.6 
38.2 

44·3. 
~ Co ared with the corresponding period last year there 

as an improvement of 2.5 per cent. 
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RATE COLLECTORS ON PENSIONABLE BASIS: In oonnection ith 

the proposal ot the County Oouncil to have all their Rate 

Collectors placed on a pensionable and permanent basis and 

letter ~rom Department of Local Government and Public Health 

of 7th November 1939 (G.24286/2/39) the Seoretary stated 

that eleven Rate Collectors were concerned. Fl va had g1 ven 

the informat10n asked for by the Department of Local Govern

ment and Public Health and the matter auld be further 

submitted to the Finance Committee when replies from the 

other six were at hand. 

SUALL DWELLINGS ACQ,UISITION ACTS 

fROPOSED TRANSFER OF HOUSE - JOHN HOLBROOK: The following 

under date 17th November 1939 was read as to proposed 

transfer of house ereoted by Mr . Holbrook to his sister, 1 s. 

Etbe1 Q'Dutty, was read from Messrs . J. A. Sinnott & Co., 

SoliCitors for r. Holbrook:-

~"We are in receipt of your letter of yesterday's date 

in this matter end note that our request for permission for 

Mr. Holbrook to assign the house and plot to his Sister, Mrs . 

Ethel Duffy, has been adjourned pending information being 
• 

supplle d as to the means of the Transferee • 
• In replY e wish to 1nform you that Mrs. Duffy's 

husband 1s an employee (a shunter) of the Great Southern 

Ra1lways Co., hose wages amount to approximatelY £3 per eek. 

This ought to sat1sfy the Council as to the means of 

the Transferee to make the payments required tor the loan. 

If required, the repayments can be guaranteed by Mr. , 

tthe Holbrook, father of Transferor and Transferee. 

Matthew Holbrook's address is also Templeshannon, Enniscor

thy, d he is a Plumber and Contractor. n 

The folIo 1ng resolut10n was adopted on the motion of 

Miss o'Ryan, seconded b.1 r. Kelly:-
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"The Finance Committee are prepared to reoommend __ 

the asslgnment of house of • John Holbrook, TempleShannon. 

Enniscortby, to the Joint names of his Sister. s. Ethel 

0' Dutty and her husband, sUbJect to the payment by • 

Holbrook of legal e enses connected with the assignment." 

MRS. MARY J. DOYLE, GURTEEN. INCH: The following letter 

under date 21st November 1939 to Mr. Elgee, County Solcitor, 

from eaars. J. A. Sinnott & Co., Solicitors, Enn1scorthy, 

Solicitors for Mrs. Doyle, was submitted:-

aWe are in receipt of your letter of the 20th lnstant. 

We bave been in communioat1on with the Housing Otfioer with 

reference t o s certificate in this case. e ar writing 

him again todaY about the matter and ill communicate with 

you on hearing from him./l 

JOSEPH KAVANAGH, MACOYLE: The following under date 22nd 

November 1939 (H.27991/2/l939) waS read from the Department 

of Local Government and Public Health:-

" With reference to your letter or the 16th instant 

regarding the proposal of the Wexford County Council to 

an advance of £200 under the Small Dwellings Acquisition 

Acts to r. Joseph KavanaBn in respect of a house at Macoyle 

Upper, Inch, ~ am directed by the Minister for Local Govern

ment and Public Health to state that he is advised that the 

reasonable market value of this house is £260 and he is not 

prepared to sanction an advance exceeding £150. tI 

he Secretary stated that Mr. Elgee, County SoJbitor, 

waS commun1cating with Mr. Kavanagh. to asoertain if he were 

prepared to acoept the £150· 

SHEEP DIPPING ORDER 

The following letter under date lOth November 1939 

(L.~30-39) was read fro Department of Agr1culture:-

e 
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"I am directed by the inistar for Agriculture to 'state, 

for the information of the Local Authority, that it appears 

from the report of a Dep tmental Veterinary Inspector who 

recently inspected shee dipping arrangements in County 

rexford that the use of the dipping station on the premises 

of Dipping Inspeotor U. J. Hennessy t onamoltn cannot but 

be attended, in existing circumstances, with serious risk ot 

contamination of a nearby ~tream. It is stated that the 

bath - an 1ron one of 200 gallons capaoity - 1s sunk 

1 ediately beside the stream hich flo s away under the 

roadway and on through fields rhich are not the property at 

r. Hennessy. The Inspector recommends that the b th be 

removed to the end of the pen farthest from the stream, and 

also po1nts out the need for an effective pump and rep 1rs 

tO , the surfaces of the draining and catoh pens. 

I 

t 

ea 

The inister will, accordingly, be glad to learn that re 

steps 1ill be taken, as recommended, to eliminate any risk 

of water pollut10n before the station is again used for dip

ping purposes, and to effect other improvements as 1nd1cate~ 

On the motion ot iss otRyan seconded by 

following resolution was adopted:-

• Kelly, the i 

"That copy of the letter of Department of Agriculture 

under date lOth November 1939 (No. 4030-39) relative to 

removal ot sheep sw~ Bath at Monomolin, Rathnure, be 

furnished • • J. Hennessey, owner of Bath and ,that he be 

instructed same must be removed to a site whioh will satisty 

Mr. F •• Taylor, .R.C.V.S., Veterinary Inspector of the 

district. If 

The Secretary stated that • Hennessy had called to r 
County Council Office and stated he ould remove the bath in ' 

acoordance with any instruotions received from the Ccunty 

Council. 

The follow1ng letter under date 16th November 1939 was 

read from r. Patrick Ormonde, Ballyellis, Carnew, Lay 
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Sheep Dipping Inspector (Gorey District):-

. The follo ng did not dip nor oomply lth the 

dipping re~latlons:-

Hiss ridget oDonald, onaseed, Gorey. 

Josep oyla, Kl1nahue, Go~ey . 

ll1iam. ,,"omel""s . Ki1 ue in, Inc • 

Doyle and Somers dld not dip in 1938 dipping 

period. " 

!sir . eI"..l166sy t Monamolin, Rathnure, Lay Sheep 

Dipping Inspector, reported that John Murphy, Senior, 

Ballindoney, Bally llliam, and John Le ry, Ba.lllndoney, 

Ban ry Commons, d failed to dip their sheep within 

the w.pping period. 

On the motion of [r. O'Byrne. seconded by Mr. 

Colter, the following resolution as dopted:-

, 1 t T.he C unty Solei tor be directed to 

illst! tu e proceedings agc.1.inst the followi g sheep 

owners who are repo te d a.s h~lving faile d to dip 

their sleep ithln the specified dipping period:-
• s 

iss Bridget oDonald, fonaseed, Gorey . 

• Joseph Doyle, Kilnahue, Gorey. 

William Som~l'sJ .ilanerin, Inch. 

John Murphy, Senior, Ballindoney, Ballywl1 liam. 

John Leary, Balllndoney, Bantry Commons." 

... 
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PROVISIONAL ROAD WORKS SCHEUE 

he mee ting oonsidered Provisional cad Works Soheme for 

1940-41 as furnished eaoh County Counoillor. 

The tot amount for Roads S £116320 made up as 

follo .• £. 
1n .oads 55296 

. COWl ty :Ja.ds 55494 

Contingenoies 2200 

Reli t 3330 

Total -116320 

The 110c tion a.greed to by the present Council tor 

1934-35 s £55,755 and a similar figure s fixed for 

1935-36. For 1937-3~ the fi re s lncrea.sed to £57130 

and tor the t 0 years 1938/39 and 1939/40 the figure s 

61,756 for a.ds alone. 

The Oounty urveyor held t t the inorease for the est 

t 0 years a 00 ed with 1937-38 ~as of little assistance 

to road maintenance owing to the expenditure tor Conditions 

of ployment Act, ourtailment of hours, eek's holiday and 

inore se in Inu~ noe Rates for orkmen'a Co ensation Aots. 

The Chairman p01nted out t 

expired in the ourrent year:-

• lnRods 

Relief-Lo No.1 

Co. Ho ds Aooount - Deeps 
Bridge 

• 

t the f 110w1ng loans 

I.. 
1248 

874 

..1.7!! 
2400. 

This amount less £780 (new loans) 7 Viz., £1620, would 

be available for County Roads which when co ared ith the 

main roads are in e poor condition. 

As a prelim1n Y the Chairman proposed d 1. r. O'Byrne 

seconded the following resolution -hio s adopted:-.. 
That tho Co ty Counoil be recommended to agree 

following allooation for Roads for finano1al ye r 1940-41 

a per ad orks Scheme:-
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!24Q-41 
£. 1~:-40 

;dain Roads ;0,000 33,980 

County oads 30,756 27,776 

Special Works (County Roads) 1,000 -
61,756 61,756. 

Tbe.t the County Council be fUrther reoommended to 

arrange that ~ substanti al portion of the increase for County 

Roads as compared with last year's allocation be set aside.~ 

special repair such as approaches to Churches and Sohools. 

That the Oouncil b further recommended to raise vhe equ1va

lent ot rate ot t~pence 1n the £, Viz., £3000 on the Rural 

rea of the County to be allocated to rca de other than Main 

or link and that the County Surveyor make flpecle,l recommenda.-

tions to Councillors as to the expenditure of this ount. 

1m allocation l Qul" cover ord.1na.ry improvement for Fethal'd 

Road and also !.Cads in a some bet s1m11ar cl],tegory, but not 

t e provision of steamrolling. 

That the total alloc~tion for Roads be reoommended ~ 

the Finance Oommittee as follo s:-

19t1~:4+ 1239-40 
:t. 

ain Roads 30,000 33.980 

County o ds 33,756 27,776 

Special Work 1,000 

• 64,756 61,756 • 

This 111 mean an extra allooe,tion on County Roads of 

£6980 a com ared with current year.* 

It vaS furt er qecided t t the County Surveyor in 
• 

consultation ith County Councillors prepare scheme of 

special arks for submission to the Council and embracing 

the £1000 reco ended by Finance Committee for special works 

on County Ronds. 

The Chairman said thB.t the figures reoommended by the 

Fina ce Committee would give substantially the s e Road Rat 
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for next financial year (1940-41) as for current year 

(1939- 40) . The special provision for Wexford Bridge 

ill not be necessary in the c~u1ng year. 

ROAD 7iORKERS AND INCREASE OF WAGES 

The following resolution of Finance Committee 

of meet1ng of 27th Ocotber 1939 came Up for consider

ation:-

"That the applioation for increaoed w&ges for 

County Council orkers be considered at meeting 

at which provisional Road Works Scheme will be 

presented. It 

After disoussion the following resolution was 

adopted on the motion of 

Mr. Colfer:-

iss QIRyan, seconded by 
• 

"That e recommend the County Council to 

increase the gea of their ordinary road and quarry 

orkers from 30/- to 3ls. 6d per eek." 

ALARIES OF FOUR ASSISTANT SURVEYORS . 

With referenoe to the application ot esars. 

J. F •• Birthistle, Thomas Cullen, R. J. Ermis and 

P. OIUeill, to have their salaries placed on an 

incremental scale the Chairman ld the que etion or 

placing the Survey Staff on an incremental basis 

would have to be considered by the County Mnager, 

and that being the case, it was better t t the 

County Council should take no action in this matter 

for the present. 
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ROAD MATTERS 

ROAD BALLYCULLANE TO FETHARD: 

// 

The follow1ng motlon, wnich 

was oiroul ted to County Counoillors on 16th August 1939 and 

oonsidera tion of ~h1ch had been adjourned from a prev10us 

meeting, stood in the n e of • Corlsn:-

til hereby give notl.oe of my intention to move at the 

eeting of Wexford County OotLlc11 to be held on ionday, 9th 

daY of October 1939, t . t the Oouncil agree to borrow £4000 

(Four thou and pounds) for the l"eoonstructlon of Road from 

Ball,ycullane to Fet,bard ·bet een Duncannon a.in Line at 

Curragbamor via Saltmll1a to end of 1 _roved road at Dun-

gulph, length, approximately 3t miles. oads 817. 843 and 

845 (parts of)." 

The following resolution 
r: .. 

a s adopted on the motion of the 

OHairman seoonde d by [iss 0 I !\yan :-

"Tha t we reoommend the Counoil to agree to expend £4000 

on improvement of Road from Ba1lycullane to Fethard between 

Dunoannon Uain Line at Curraghamore v1a Saltmills to end of 

improved road at Dungulph provided that half cost of the ork 

be forthcoming from State Funds." 

BALLINGASH LANE - FROPO ED AS PUBLIC ROAD: The following # 

motion in the name of Mr . Kelly as adjourned from a previous 

meetlng:- is 

"That Wexford County Councl1 take over as a ne 

thoroug,hf'are from Uaj.n Road :0. L. 30 ~N o. ·40 nisoortby to 

Oulart fro T1nnock Cross through Ballincash Upper to County 
• 

Road No. 411 - approximate length 1370 lineal yards est10eted 

cost of reconstruction £429." 

(This motion was advertised in compliance with Section 

25(2) of Local Government Aot 1925). 

r. Kelly agreed that oonsideration of this motion should 

be further postponed. 
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ENNISCORTHY FOOTPATHS: The following letter under date 21st 

November 1939 was read trom the Town Clerk, Ennlscorthy :

"I am direoted to transmit the following resolution, 

hich has been adopted by Enniscorthy Urban District Council: ... 

That the ttentlon of extord County Council be d1reo~d 

to the need tor laying down new footpaths a t ain Street, 

Enniscorthy, leading to the Cathedral." 

In r ply to the Cha1rman the County Surveyor said the 

amount for ma intenance ot roain roads in Urb districts, as 

pproxi tely the amount of the Rate which would be r ised in 

these areas for the purpose. He did not recommend the 

present applioa tion as there ere more urgent orks required 

and a t present there was a good flagged footpath leading to 

the Cathedral, Enniscorthy. hich evidently it w. s proposed 

to replace by ooncrete. 

The meeting approved ot the recommendat10n of the County 
~ 

Surveyor. 

OUSH GAP: The follo 1ng letter under te 6th October 1939 

from Mr. L urence Murphy, Ballyco~~igar Upper, Blaokwater 

(sdja ne for report of County Surveyor) was read:-

"Referenoe to the above matter which was before ' your 

Council meeting in the early Summer. The following landoWIS'S 

1.e., ThO s OtBrlen, Laurence urpby and s. M. E. Sinnott, 

whose lands adjoin the Ro d Y at Cush Gap here the Chute 

eXisted, give notice to the Counc11 t t unless the Water 

Chute s erected there before the coming inter and Raln 

, Storms they w1ll take proceedings for oompensation in respect 

of any dam ge as a reul t ot same. Vie d1sagree with every " 

word of the County Surveyor in respect of his Report in this 

matter and ould po1nt out that it is not the Coast Eros1on 

that is respons1ble for removal of Chute. The Blocks 

ereet~d on the Beach at this po1nt are still there, they are 

overed in the strand. The damage to the Water Chute 1s 

oaused by the overhead mter and 1f a properly ereoted 
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struoture as plaoed the.r·e ' 1t would re in so for years 

with~ut apy loss or age . We would refer to the Chute 

erected at Knocknasillogue Gap and would suggest similar 

ereotion at this Gap . It must be re~ised by the County 

Counoil t t besides the loss of Lands and Houses the only 

Water S'ilpply in the tOwl1s1 ... .nd is endangered as a result ot 

the r~moval of the Chute. Only a few ye ,rs ago I was 

personally speaking to • Barry on this spot or site and 

he gave the to understand they were compelled to keep t t 

Chute there. 

We ask the Oouncil to take this matter seriously and 

have this v ry important matter reviewed. tI 

The folloWing report was read trom the County Surveyor:

"I made special inspection ot Cuah Gap and Knockna

sillogue Gap. In regard to the latter the slope to the 

is gradual, and there is a roadway down to the sore. 

is a galvanized iron trough running belo roadway which 1s 

, easily put 1n position with 8 few stakes. There is no 

extensive ooast eros10n at this pl~ce. t Cush Gap the 

and footpath have been co letelY washed a y inS to the 

coast erosion. So e time ago ~e put up veryelabora.t.e 

troughlng to carry surface w tel' from the road, and at the 

end of this it vms ~roteoted ith heavy concrete ork. This 

has all been ashed away, nd the ooncret.e blooks 

Coast erosion ha.s been entirely responsible :ror the damage 

at this Gap, and very extensive works would be necessary~ 

this place, but I do not consider Circumstances, at the 

present. time ,ould .arr. t this." 

It as deoided t t ' . urphy be furnished with co y 

of report of County Surveyor re Cuah Gap. 

DEFAULTING ROAD CONTRACTORS: The following report under 

date 11th November 1939 from hw. Cullen, Assistant Surveyor, 

was submitted by the County Surveyor:-
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fI I shall be glad if you will bring the follow1ng Ro d 

Contractors before County Council as Defaulter·s :

John Leary, Oulart 

William !cGill, Ballingo an, Black 

John Kinsella, Oylegate 

James Walsh, Kerel t, Kyle 

tel" 

Road No . 

If 

It If 

425 

445 

535 

623. " 
On the motion of Mr. o'Byrne, seoonded by Mr. Kelly, 

the folIo lng resolution was adopted:-

"That the County Council be re~mmended that Road 

ContI' otors ho are reported as in default should be relieved 

of their oontracts and that these be plaoed 1n charge of 

County Surveyor; or otherdse, the Council make such order 

as the C01.mt.y Surveyor bel:ieves most advisable for the upkeep 

of too roads concerned." 

ss O'Ryanl'alsed the question of a contractor whose 

quarter's pay was ~r. 5. 0 but ho raceived Pay Order for 

£1. 5. 0 only. She did not think it right tha. t the 

contractor had not been fUrnlshed lth some statement as to 

t~e partioular section of his contract .bich had not been .. 
carried out. Thls man was very badly nee6.1ng the money and 

she believed s road was very ell kept - in fact a model 

for many other contractors. In her opin1on ASSistant 

Surveyors shOUld keep in touoh with the1r Contractors f~om 

time to ti e during the year, more particularly those who 

were in defa.ult and explain to the· by money was deferred or 
~ 

struck otf. It ould be very d1~f1cult in many tnstances 

explain th.1.s by correspondence. 

The County Surveyor po1nted out that the contractor in 

question had been paid in full for the previous quarter so 

that on a contract of £5. lOs. he had received £; . lOs, more 

t~~ 2 ot his full ,mount. He (County Surveyor) understood 
. "3 
tP..a.t this contre.ctor d only ~ of tds material prOVided ln 

3 
time. The Assistant Surveyors ~ere instructed to notify 

every contractor not paid in full and ve reasons for the 
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Beficiency in the payment. As a matter of tact, the 

Surveyors er, supplied with post oards for thiu purpose. 

as OtRyan considered t t it s not too much to ask 

the Assistant Surveyot's to see t.he Roa.d Contraotors of their 

districts a couple of tim.es each year and discuss road 

ma1ntenance with them. 

It as decided to refer this matter to County Surveyor 

for report. 

RATHOL LANE: The following un~ date 13th November was 
" 

read from r . Matthe ~T aoy, Rathol~t K1111nick:-

t I have agaL'I1 to call your a.ttention to the lane and I 

am asking for the last 5 y~ars to have -something done to 1t. 

Now, r. Nolan, Rate Collector, can tell you he saw a shaft 

breaking out of the car ith a. load and a. heel broke next 

day. It is in a terrible state. I don't see any good 1n 

telling 1r. Barry. If a oouple of lorry loads of stones as 

got it ould help to fl11 up the deep holes. Would you, for 

God's sake, do someth1ng for e - but I must pay the ra.tes. 

I don't blame you, Mr. F.rlzellej I a sure you will do your 

be t for me. 

It was deoided to make further representations to the 

Of:t'ic·e of Publ1c Works for a.nt under Minor Relief Sohemes 

Vote for repair of Rathol~ L~ne. 

FLOODING AT 1 . YGJ.,ASS 

The follo ing under date 13th November 1939 WB read 
• 

from Rev . H. E. Lambert, C. C. t MayglE"ss and six other 

ratepo.yers :-

"Wo, thv undersigned, being r tepaye~3 in the Eleotorel 

Dlvi('!ion of Maygla.ss, hereby reQuest you tlO be good enough to 

bring before your Committee. at an early date, that the area 

stretching from the -il~:'ay Crossing to Ohurchlands suffers 

much from flooding, owlng to defeotive shores &c., result1ng 

in serious damage to crops and poultry, and great incon O' ....... ¥l .. ~ 
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to schoolchildren and people a ttend1ng Mass through flood1ng 

of the Chapel and School-yards. 

nd e call on e Com ty Council to t e 1mmedi te 

steps to h"' ve this long-standing grievance re edied. It 

The folloWing report s read from County Surveyor:-

A recommendation to deal ltb this matter under a inor 

Employment chama has a lready been fortarded to the Off1ce of 

Works. 

this 

The list of orks to be carl'led out has been received 

ing fro Offioe of ~rks, but this 1s not 1ncluded." 

FLOODING AT BLACKSTONE 

Consideration of the follow1ng letter fro lw. A. Cleary, , 
Blackstone, Dunco ack"was djourned from a previous meeting 

for report of Co nty Surveyor:-

"I wish to ask you on my own be -If and on behalf of the 

tenants nere in Blackstone hen 1s the fork to be carr1ed out 

i n the cleaning 01' this drain here 1n Blackstone leading to 

the se • It 'aB to have been done before the inter but now 

e have inter d very bad ether, it is ~lready flooded 

and cannot get to our houses or l ands . K1ndly do the 

best you c·n in the matter. e are~n a very bad way. e 

have a1 ays paid our rates without any difficulty and e 

cannot get this badly needed work done; e ill not pay ny 

r te until something is done as 1t ls in a very b d y. 

There 1s a very dangerous turn when coming down the hill, 

The road 1s all broken a ay and it 1s nearly imoos ible for 

oera or lorries to oome up or down a t all. There 1s nothing 

do lth it tor the pa.st yeer. I hope you 111 do your best 

t9 see to thi without delay and greatly oblige." 

Tbe County Surveyor reported:-

"I m de ,special inspect10n of this plaoe. The County 

Road is sll tly flooded at the fa.r end but this is not the 

main cause of oomplaint. The laneway (not County one) 

leads off the County Roa.d, and this 1s frequently flooded, 
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and is a great hardship and inconvenienoe to a 1 rge number 

of peopleus1ng s e. The matter has lready been brought 

to the notioe of the Ott1ce 01' public ~orks as a very 

Job to be undertaken under inor Employment Schemes . I, 

personally, oonsider that the ork should be undertaken in 

this manner. I may note t t this work has not been 

included in list from Office ot Works racei ved this morning. n 

It R decided t t County Surveyor should make further 

representations in the matter to the Off1oe of Publio Works . 

ClAI FOR INJURY TO ILL AT EDENVALE 

The follow1ng under date 18th November 1939 -as read 

fro Mesar·s . Kirwan & Kir an, S,olicitors, \'1exford, on behalf' 

of Shortle ros., Caetlebridge:-

/lMassrs. Shortle Bros. -ve been it us in reference 

their olaim egainst the County Council 1'0 damage to their 

111 t Edenvale by blasting operations carried on by the 

County Council in Edenv le uarry and they brought before us 

your letter to them of the 24th Maroh 1 at in replY to their 
# 

1 tit r of the 7th March complaining of further damage. In 

conn tion with the at tement of the County rveyor that 

MassI'S. ShortIe Bros. m"'de no specifio ol&im, e desire to 

po1nt out that on the 3rd October 1938 we tmote to the COWlty 

Surveyor vlng him the sub tance of a report de to us by 

},r . T. J. Millar regarding the da~ge to uhe roof of the 

c~d the roof of the Gtore, d ao.1ne; tha t on hearing fl"om 

him that he , ,$ prepe.l'ed to put the wor ~n hands in aceor

ce with a 6pecific~tlon to be prep -ed by Mr. Millar and 

Wlc.er Ids su._erVision, e ould send specifioation. The 

onlY reply ~ e received to this letter • S ono a.sking for 

det~lled est tea of t e full alai • }:'esumably th1.s 

request referre to t e statement in our letter that Mr. 

~"illar was not in a position to report regarding damage to 

the wa.lls of the mill 1thout making an extensive surv y ot 
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the qua.rry and mill premises . This survey our clients have 

not yet made but ~ey insist that their claim in respeot ot 

uld be dealt ith immediately. The 

est ted cost of ~le necessary rep 1rs 1s £50 and a the 

County Surv yOI' did not 1'e ly to the request oontained in our 

letter of the ;rd Ootober 1938 in relation thereto, we have 

no to lnfor~ you that e e x>f3oelved definite instruotions 

to t_~e immediate proceeding gainst the County Counc1l 

unless e rece! e ithin a week from this date oheque in 

settlement of the claim as scer incd, together ith the 

cost d expenses inourred by our olients as under:-

Es tima ted amount to repair the dalna.ge to the 
root £50. o. 

I 

11". !illar' s fee for inspeotion and report ; . 3· 
Our coat 1n oonneotion 1. th the attar 3- i-

0 

0 

0 

£56 . 6 . o! 

The following report . as toe d:fro Oounty Surveyor: 

"The Insu.ranoe Comnany have been 'furnished ith full 

p rtlcUl~ra of thl matter from the start, and every letter 
# in oonnection ith s e has been furnished to them. e oan 

trute no fu ther action unt1l the Insurance Company author 1se 

us or prooeedings are taken." 

CLAD~ FOR INJURY TO BOA~ 

The to11o . ng under date 14th Iovembe:r 1939 m.e read 

from ir. C • ,,~ • Cliff ord Gibbons, ... he Y..:caal» K 1lmore Quay :

" 

It is no - t 0 yeal since tha fishermen of Kilmore Quay 

appealed to yOll to do repairs to the fitting out basin of the 

harbour hal'e. In spite of a further reminder n thing 

lhatsoever' 8 been done to it, th the reBul t. that my 

fisbing boat has been severely mbe ~rlng the recent gale . 

As I hold you by you:!' negligenoe ent~rel) responsIble for this 

disaster I - 11 be sending you the bill for repairs as soon 

as .I have fO'Wld out w t it will cost to oarry out same. II 

The folIo ing report from fr. P. Kehoe, Harbour aster, 
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under date 22nd November 1939 w s submitted by the County 

SurveJ or:-

"Your lett r ot the 1 th instant to hand, and I b g to 

report s folIo s:-

On ednesday 8th instant there was an exceptionally hJgl 

tide due to Spr1ng Tides together th strongSouth.-Vlest ina.. 

Mr. Clifford Gibbons' fishing boat as at the time moored in 

the '.fitting-out" basin, end at high tide (s.p rox1m. tely 4 

o'clock p.m.) on the date in question she burst her moorings 

and ged herself gainst the outer 11 of the b sin. The 

damage as tax' as len ascertain consiGtsof broken stern and 

stern posts, propellor shaft bent and ropellor damaged." 

It was decided, on the motion of r. O'Byrne, seoonded 

by Mr. Kelly, to inform Mr. 'ibbons thE.t the Finanoe Comm1ttee 

re udiate liability for the ccident to his boat at Kilmore 

QuaY in be ciroumstanoes as set out in the report of the 

Hs..rbour Master . 

~ 

The following under te 20th November 1939 as read 

from Je 1e Joimston, h1te House, Rosslare Strand.:-

"I ish to notify you that on the evening of the )rd 

instant at about 6.;0 p.m., I met lth an ccldent oWing to 

a large stone 'being laced on the footpa.th out 1de Mr. 

Nichola.s Le.mbert t s house in os 1- re. 

I understand the tone pleoed 1n position to 

support 9. bo I'd 'againet ne ooncrete v.ra.ll being built by 

the County Council in front of Mr . Lembert ' s residenoe. 

Th sClcne' S o.lmost t:o flet long and ne rly reached 

the centre of the footp the 

It was qUite <l.l1rk t the time, there being no street 

l1ght or Uoon and I t.r.ipped on the stone and fell forward 

bruising my left kn.ee eJ1o. wrenching the muscles. My leg has 

become very painful and I have ha.d to get medical treatment. It 
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The COU_lty Surveyor $. id that !v!r . Blrth1etle, Assistant 

Surveyol', auld fUl'nisl.'J. report in thi 11 tter. He, (County 

"" Survey r) 1" d engaged a aub-oontra.c~ tOl'l the ark at Rosslnre 

and I:JXlY case it there .... S any liabl1i ty :ful.l part1cul rs 

of the cl131m .ha.d been furnished the Insur nee Co any. 

BA,lU ONEY QUARRY 

In conneotion with ork at Bal~oney Quarry there was 

issued fro the County Surveyor's Office official order to 

Ja.£r~er Godd, Hayestown, Wextord, to pI (loure quarry dust. He 

appeared before the meeting and stated t t on 9th instant 

when he en t to dJ:'aw tha dUB t the Gangez', J oh..'l. Donovan J dld 

not al10 .h1. to take 1 t and in the oour66 of a. dispute 

them he 0.1 e ed he ws.s assa"l1lted by Donov ::1. He oontinued 

to draw tne b ance of the order for dust in spite ot 

Donovanra objeotion. 

John Donovan, Ganger, ho also attended, e lained t t 

hen • Codd came to the quarry there ere ma.ny orders in 

hand an he ~ lamed to 'lr . Codd t "t until those had been 

filled the du t for h1m as not ava.11able. • Codd resentsd 

till s.nd lIr e Donovan allege" t.n.a.t .11" . Codd struok him with a 

sho'Vel. He produoed a doctor's eertiflQat as to his 
I 

injuries to support thiS. 

Mr. Cullen, ASSistant urveyor, aid h ould be glad to 

se e that ome regulation was kept in the quarry. Donovan 

was a very satisfaotory man. He had ore orders 

he oould fill and it was necessary t t l'egulatlon in f11ling 

these orders ehould be observed. 

Atter further disoussion it as deoided that no action 

be tC' en in raga-r'd to the inc1dent between llesers. Codd and 

Donovan in view of the probability of Court proceedings. 

As regc.rds dra lng of quarry dUst it "las decided that 

1n tuture a statement shoUld appear on Official Orders that 

the,. ould be :filled in order of priority and unless 1n very 

special ~lrcumstances no departure from this rule would be 
m~de. 
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"'OMGARRO~ , Q,T!AR13X 

The follo ring re ort under date 11th November 1939 a 

submitted by the Oounty Survey r from r. CUllen, Assistant 

Surveyor:-

\I I have to renort th t n Y~6terd:; , loth 1ns nt, t he 

G~ger in chBrge of above Qu ( "alter Bradley) uspended 

one of the '.fork!nen, M rt,ln Croebie. I understand that Croa-

b1e was work.ing in the quarry: 1th a number of ot r men, 

when hi son came to hi , an.d he left his \"!Ork w1thout 

notifying the Gangor Qr ~etting p rmiseion. 

The G9nger ut t.ho time thl)ught hems going t o the 

Quarry Hut, but in e ahort time found he l1ad gone home, and 

he 1.mrnedi teJ.y rollo ed and suspended him. II 

The County Surveyor tated that t.in Crosbie bad been 

suspended for ~bout a week and he considered this to be 

sufficient punishment for his negleot of duty. The Finance 

Committee ap roved of the County Surveyortg aotion in the 

matter. 

TEMPORARY CLEFUCAL ASSISrANT - ---; 
The follo lng u.lder date lOt 1 NoveLlber 1939 (G. 4508/17/ 

39) was read trom the Department of Local fJovernment and 

Public Health:-

nI a direoted by the nister tor Looal Government and 

Public He Ith to refer to your letter at t'le 30th ultimo and 

I am to st~te th9.t he ha. aSllction~d. the continued employmen t 

of a tempor r:I clerical aasistE'.nt for a. fur·t ~er period of 

montha from the 1st inste.nt (j.th remuneration at the rate of 

£2. 10. 0 per esk." 

supERA~mATION MIS~_JANE Ot ~LLY, )X)}lESTIC ECONOM! 
INSTRUC'rRESS 

The follo 1ng under date 10th November 1939 was read 

from Mr. A. K. Killeen, Chief Executive Off1cer, Co. Wexfor d 

Vocat1onal EducatIon Comm1ttee : -
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I enclose extract of minutes of meeting of my Committee 

hel.d on t.te 7th instant at hlch 12, uperannuation allowance of 

£84: 19: 8 toget er r i Cost of Living BOlUS thereo, 1th 

effect as from 25th June, 1939, .. s a ~,:rded t) !iss Je,Z e O' l.ell¥ 

recently retired Domestic E amy Instructres cIt Enn1aCol-tby 

Teohnical chool. 

I also enclose for your iniormrtion co!-"y of a letter from I 

the Depextment of ~duc tion (Technic~l Instruction Branch) 

dealing ~!th the matter. 
l 

~y Oomml ttee t s resolutlor is still subject to the sanot:1oZl 

of t.he l.{inister of Local Government and Publio Health, ho l's 

also belng forwarded copy of the resolution." 

The Secretary st ted that the Committee ere e· 0 erad b.Y 

Section 25 of the Vocational Educctlon Act 1930 to grant this 

sunsrannuation. The County Counoil had to pay the amount but 

halt s reoouped by the State. 

, 
1 0 tenders weI' reo lved for the printing of .I~e Books 

for 1940-41, V12.;, eS51"''"'. P.eamond. Br·Js . 1 Enn1scortlly £40 and 

essrs. En lsh & Co ., Quay, le)~orf £25. (1he pri~e for thls 

work for our~ent ye- as <C37). 

The lolloi.t1ng resolut.iona", -:.. onted. on the tlotion ot Mr. 

o 'Byrne socond)d by Hr. Kelly:-

That the tender ot eaers . English & Co ., Quay, 0xford, 

for "f)!'int1ng Hate Books for next financial ;rear' at £25 be 

accepted. II 

The following resolution as adopted on tbe motion of iss 

O' ;'Yall seconded by Mr . elly:-

I ',b t as the 0.[' te 0..0 next eetil1g ot Finance Committee 

fall on December 8th 1939 ( bloh 1s C tha11c Holyday) the 

said meet1ng be 'held on the 7th Deoember 1939." 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



The following resolution was adopted on the mot10n ot 

Mr. O-Byrne seconded by Mr. Kelly:-

-That the Minutes of Finance Comm1ttee in respect of 

meeting held on 24th November 1939 be received and considered~ 

PROVISIONAL ROAD WORKS SCHEME: The Chairman said that in 

Chairman - We have given an increase. 

County Surveyor - The Bate would be the same. 

Miss O'R¥an - You will get tor roads the amount 

raised tor Wexford br1dge last year. 

Cou rty Surveyor - And £1,200 odd on lo,a.ns tha t expired. 

In reply tdMr. Corish the County Surveyor said that he 

was allocating £500 for repair of Wextord Bridge and there 

would be a balance left for it from the current allocation'~ 

Miss O'Ryan thought the scheme was very reasonable, 

because all the Councillors and the general public could see 

. for themselves that the Council and the County Surveyor had 

done very well for main roads. The main roads were good, 

and the Finance Committee thought that, without doing away 

with the grant they were getting for ma1n roads some of the 

money should be allocated to the third-class roads, so that 

they could begin now and see that the third class roads would 

be brought up to a reasonable state of perfection. They 

had gone into the matter very carefUlly, and she did not 

think the Council would improve on the proposals put forward 
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that extra money be put on the thir+laSS roads. 

Cha1rman - We will lose £703 of a grant by reduc1ng 

the main roads. 

Mr. Doyle said they had laid out a considerable amount 

on the main roads to put them into good condition, and 

Judging by the general trend of tlllngs they might expect that I 

the traffic on those main roads would be less for some time. 

Even that was 1ndicated to-day due to petrol restrictions and 
l 

other factors. The th1rd-class roads through the country F~ 

were 1n very bs.d condit10n and they would expeot that 1n v1ew
' 

ot inoreased tillage, they would have more use for the roads 

and more traffic on them. He thought that 1n so tar as the 

amount for ma1n roads was ooncerned 1 t should have suffered 

a bigger reduction. 

Mr. T. Redmond thought the recommends. tion was a very 

wise one. He agreed that the ma1n rOB.ds had improved 

considerably 1n the last few years, and it 1mprovement . 
cont1nued, they would be good in a short time, and thought 

was a wise move to transfer some of the money from the ma1n 

roads to third and fourt~class roads, beoause they were in a , 
bad state, especially 1n the part of the country from which 

he came. 

Mr. M. Redmond said the Council agreed to an increase in 

the road estimate two years ago on condition that third and 

four~class roads came in for special treatment. Some 

roads in .his area were specified, and those roads had not 

received the special treatment although the Council agreed to 
. 

rUse the estimate so the.t they should be put in proper 

repair - 4d 1n the £, he thought. 

The Chairman said that the County Surveyor explained 

that portion of that extra money that they put up some years 

ago was eaten up in the ho11day fund and the hours of work ot 

the workers were reduoed about the same time. That made a 

serious 1nroad on the inorease given for the roads at that 
time. 
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In reference to the passing that day of a proposition to 

raise a loan of £2,000 for the reconstruction of a road, the 

Chairman said that if that were agreed to by the Local 

Government Department and the Department agreed to give 

£2,000 grant, the 1nterest and sink1ng tund would he.ve to 

come out of the allocation they were now making for roads. 

He thought the Council should set the1r fa.ces and tell the 

County Surveyor and decide themselves, that no further money 

would be put up during the year than the £61,400 - that that 

should meet the maintenance of all roads and all contingenc~s 

during the coming year. 

Mr. O'Byrne said he did not think they could do any 

better than they had done becuase undoubtedly third and 

fourth class roads wanted any improvement that they could 

afford to give them. 

The adopt.- of the Finance Committee1s recommendat1on 

in resard to the Boad Works' Scheme was proposed b.Y Mr. 

01 Eyrne , seconded by Mr. T. Redmond and adopted. 

ROAD WORKERS ~"'JD INCREASE OF WAGES: The adoption of the 

recommendation of the" Finance Co~ttee was proposed by Mr. 

o'Byrne seconded by Mr. Kelly. 

Miss O'Ryan - We knew that with the increased cost of 

living and one thing or anobher, our road workers would be 

coming to us and would have a very good olaim. Insurance is 

very beavy - Is. 5d - and we thought that if we save a figure 

corresponding to insurance, they would have the figure they 

are getting at present, free. 

Chairman - It was not for the purpose of paying 

insurance. It was really to meet the cost of living. 

can. 

Mr. Kelly - It means ls. 6d a week to the road workers " 

Mr. Corish - Any chance of going a b1 t higher? 

Chairman - I think we are acting as reasonably as we 

The Chairman added that they would have to be very 
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defin1te in regard to the allocation for roads. If' the 

loan for the road that had been referred to by Mr. T. 

Redmond were agreed to, it would have to come out of' the 

estimate too. The County Surveyor would have to find the 

interest and sinking :fund ot that loan. 

The recommendation of the Finance Committee was adopted B 

unanimously. 

Follo~g ~onsideration of the proposal to increase 

wages ot ondinary Road workers from 30/- to 3ls. 6d the 

Chairman said:- As you have agreed to these increases I 

would point out you maY have an increase in rates in the 

coming year, because provisions for the Board of Health and 

the Mental Hospital are going up very sharply and you are 

bound to have to face some increase in the coming year. The 

tact that you didn't increase the amount tor roads doesn't 

mean that you wontt have some increase. It is well that 

the Council should bear that in mind when passing the 

estimate - whether they should have reduced the estimate. 

I am wondering about what might happen later on. 

Mr. Doyle - WOUld it be possible to make a survey ot 

activities of the Council Uo see if', in this time ot urgency, 

there is some service that could be laid aside? You might 

set up a committee. 

Mr. Corish- That might bring unemployment in its 

train. 

Chairman - The Council w1ll try as f'ar as possible to 

carryon normally and give the normal amount o~ employment, 

but there maybe directions in which the County Surveyor oan, 

without reducing employment have savings. I am not at all 

happly that we aren't spending a good deal of' money on, say, 

petrol and lorries and things like that. The County Survey-

or probably could try to make some saving on these or 

certainly he shOUld look af'ter them very closely. Here 1s 

waat may be happening all the time, and I think, if' examined, 
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it is happening - that although we give an inorease on 

roads - and year after year we have given a good number of 

inoreases in the lifetime of the Counc1l - a lot ot that 

money is eaten up in petrol, extra tar and mach1nery, and 

the ' ~oads get no benefit so I think we should issue a warn

. ' ing to the County Surveyor that this increase of £7,000 on 

' third-olass roads should be def1nitely spent on providing ~~ 

material for those roads • 

Mr. Bowe remarked that it was not customary to bave 

those roads tarred. 

Chairman - But we are spending more on machinery. 

We have a big number of rollers and a lot of lorries and I 

think a lot of o~ money is belng spent on these. 

like to ask the County Surveyor to be as careful as 

I would 

in regard to expenditure on maohinery and things like- thB. t, 

that glve no return in the matter of labour. 

SAIARIES ASSISTANT SURVEYORS: Mr. Cor1sh moved his 

adjourned mot10n that the salaries of the four Ass1stant 

Surveyors, ViZ., Messrs. J. F. Birthistle, R. J. Enn1s, 

T. Cullen and P. O'~eill, be plaoed on an incremental bas1s. 

He sald he had pOinted out at a previous meeting that out 

of the 28 adm1n1strat1ve areas ln this country Wexford was 

praotically the only place in wh10h the Assistant Surveyors 

are not on an inoremental salary. The average servioe of 

the assistant surveyors in County Wexford was elghteen 

years and the proposed inorements were £10 a year up to a 

oertaln f1gure and £15 a year afterwards up to an agreed 

maximUm. All the figures had been given at a previous 

meet1ng. If the motion was agreed to, the cost to the 

County Council would be only £40 ln the f1rst year and the 

maximum outlay when it was reaohed in twelve years would 

be £500. The Assistant Surveyors had a good deal of 

travelllng to do and owing to the cost of petrol their 
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expenses he.d increased considerably. The average salaries 

of the Assistant Surveyors at present was £275 and they were 

asking for an incremental scale with a maximum of £400 a 

year. 

Mr. Kelly seconded. 

Mr. T. Redmond said that conditions had changed since 's 

this was before the Council previously. The price of 

petrol had increased and he thought the Council should give 
d 

the motion favourable consideration • 

Miss O'Ryan said she was not against giving officials 

good pay so as to ensure good service to the Council, but 

apart from the question of whether the Council could afford 

to give an increase, she thought the time was not opportune 

because in a short time there would be a change in the 

management of the County and all these matters would be 

placed on a d1fferent basis. It would not be fair for the 

Council to make a change in conditions of their employees 

who may be affected by the change in management later on. 

The Chairman said that was the only reason he had in 

mind for the postponement of the motion, but whether a post.

ponement would be an rbJustice to the Surveyors or not was 

another matter. When Mr. Corish firs't proposed his 

motion the Council promised to consider it at this meeting 

in connection with the Roads Scheme. 

Mr. Corish - They may be given higher increments 

by the Manager. 

Mr. Doyle said the amount allowed to the Assistant 

Surveyors for travelling expenses, £175 a year, probably 

gave them a profit on the actual expenses and brought the 

salaries up from £275 to £450. It was put forward that 

the County Wexford Assistant Surveyors were the worst paid 

in the country. He did not see that, from the circular 

sent to the members by the ASSistant Surveyors. The 

general condition of the ratepayers at present hardly 

'\ 

e 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



• 

)-1 

Justified an increase and he suggested that the travelling 

expenses allowed could be reduced and . the salaries increased 

by a corresponding amount so that it would not increase the 

burden on the Council. 

Mr. M. Redmond said that the County Council's term of 

oftice was practically expired or would expire atter a few 

month~. The cost ot living had increased since they 

considered the matter before. The application bad been 

refUsed twelve months ago because the Council came .to the 

conclusion that the Assistant Surveyors were as well oft all 

tha t time as they had been for a number of years previously, 

but in the altered conditions of the present time he would 

be in favour of the motion, only for the life of the 

being so near expiration. He was sure the application 

would be fully considered under the new administration, and 

under all the circumstances he was in favour of the Finance 

Committee's recommendation to defer the matter. 

Mr. Bowe said he agreed with MJ.'l. Redmond and would 

support Miss OIRyan's proposition. 

Mr. Doyle said the Minister for Finance stated recently 

t~t we have to pay for o,p.r neutrality in the war and he 

presumed that the Assistant Surveyors would have to bear 

their share too. 

Miss olRyan said she would be willing to meet the 

Assistant Surveyors by giving them something like Id per 

mile extra or a bonus on their travelling expenses tor the 

present, towards their out-ot-pocket expenses. 

Mr. Lawlor was in tavour ot this suggestion. 

The Chairman said the £175 allowed to the Assistant 

Surveyors for travelling expenses was something above the 

average in other counties. There would be an amalgamation 

of the services within the coming year if the County 

Management Bill became law in its present form, and it was 

the policy ot the Local Government Department to amalgamate 
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the services of the engineers of the County Councils and 

Health Boards. That was wby' he favoured an adjournment of 

the application. If the matter was urgent he would suggest 

reducing the travelling expenses to £150 and increasing the 

salaries; which would be of more advantage to the 

Assistant Surveyors on retiring, because it was the 

salaries counted towa=rds superannuation. 

Mr. Ennis, Assistant Surveyor, said the Chairman was 

mistaken about the travelling expenses in other counties. 

The Assistant Surveyors in Wexford worked out their mileage 

and found that the travelling allowance averaged 3.7 penoe 

a mile, whereas in most other counties the allowance was 

5d to 6d per mile. 

The Chairman said this was a limit of £100 in some 

Counties so he was told by the Local Government Departme~. 

No county reached £170. 

Mr. Ennis said that in many counties the travelling 

expenses at5d and 6d a mile reached £250, but in County 

Wexford the allowance was commuted to a fixed sum of £175. 

Miss O-Ryan - It would be grossly unfair for us to 

bing in anything the. t might prejudice the new adm1nistra-

tion. As a temporary measure she would propose a small 

bonus on travelling ~enses to cover the present period 

of stress. 

Mr. Keegan - How will that affect the people who '/11.; . 
have to pay the piper. If you make four diVisions of £40 

it is sure to be cheaper than the bonus. 

Mr. Doyle proposed and Mr. Bolger seconded that the 

recommends.tion of the Finance Committee to postpone the 

matter be adopted. 

Miss O-Ryan proposed that the travel11ng expenses 

allowance be increased from £175 to £200. 

Cha1rman -

motion. 

That would cost more than Mr. Corish's 
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Mr. Keegan -

total of £40. 

It would be £30 each compared with a 

Miss O'Ryan withdrew her proposition. 

The Chairman sUd that there was a big principle 

involved. Tile war bad only started and the County Council 

had a big number of workers to pay, Mental Hospital, 

Health Board and their own employees and they would tind it 

very l~d to resist demands for inoreased wages from these 

people if they started now by giving an inorease to the 

surveyors. They had not given any inorease to the road 

gangers. The only increases they gave were to the lowest

paid, the road workers, to whom they gave ls. 6d a week. 

The amalgamation of services would be a fundamental feature 

under the County Manager who would have the right to fix 

an equitable sal8~Y for all off1cers subject to sanction 

by the Local Government Department. 

Mr. Corish - The Bill may be amended. 

Chairman - If the Bill was passed it will come into 

operat1on next June. It is expected that there will be a 

County Council election in June. 

On a show of handa the recommendation of the Finance 

Committee was adopted by eleven votes to four. 

BALLYCULLANE - FETHARD ROAD: Mr. Corish proposed and Mr. 

IS 

Kelly seconded the following resolution which was adopted:- • 

"That the Tourist Association be requested to approsh , 
the Minister for Local Government and Public Health with 

a view to secur1ng a State Grant of fifty per cent of the 

cost of repairing Ballycullane-Fethard Road, as both 

Duncannon and Fethard are important watering places." 

Mr. Redmond and Mr. Kennedy complained of the 

condition of the road from Ramsgrange Cross to Portersgata 

From Kilbride Cross to Portersgate they described as the 

worst road in the area - far worse than the road on which 
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according to the motion of Mr. Corish they proposed 

spending £4000. 

Mr. Redmond held that New Ross Area had certainly the 

worst roads in the County. He advocated that the £4000 

recommended for the Ballycullane-Fethard Road should be 

divided and £2000 of the amount spent on the road from 

Ramsgrange Cross to Porter's Gate. 

Mr. Colfer said that~2000 would do very little on 

either of these roads • 

The Cha1rman agreed with the statements of Messrs. 

T. Redmond and Kennedy as to Road - Ramsgrange Cross to 

Porters Gate - being one of the worst in the County when 

the traffic it had to bear was taken into consideration. 

They should not forget that the Department of Local 

Government and public Health had already turned down the 

application for a grant for the Ballycullane Fethard Road 

as there was a main road parallel to 1t. 

After further discussion, it was decided on the 

motion of Mr. Corish, seconded by ~~. Colfer, that the 

recommendation of the Finance Committee to expend £4000 on 

Road from Ballycullane to Fethard be accepted provided a 

State Grant of 50% for reconstruct10n be forthcoming • 
. 

Mr. T. Redmond gave the following notice of motion 

for consideration at meeting of County Council to be held 

in February 1940:-

II hereby give n~ice of my intention to move at the 

meeting of Wexford County Council to be held on 12th 

February 1940 that the County Council consent to borrow 

£4,000 (Four Thousand Pounds) for the reconstruction of 

Road, Ramsgrange Cross to Porter's Gate, main road from 

New Ross to the Hook, this proposal to be condit10nal on 

50% of expenditure on said Road being provided by State 

Gr8~t." 

's 

)d 

Ie 

I. 
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Mr. T. Redmond proposed and Mr. Kennedy seconded the 

following resolution:-

"That the Tour1st Assoc1at1on be requested to approadl 

M1n1ster for Looal Government and Pub11c Health with a 

v1ew to secur1ng a State Grant of 50~ of the cost of 

reoonstruct1ng road from Ramsgrange Cross to Porter's Gate Irs 

as this road 1s constantly used by tour1sts to the Southern 

water1ng places of the County.u 

Passed • 

ENNISCORTHY FOOTPATHS: Mr. Lawlor sa1d that the footpath 

1n quest10n was most uneven and most unpleasant to walk on. 

The County Surveyor sa1d that the p1ece of path at 

the other side of the Cathedral 1n Enniscorthy had been 

concreted and the appl1cat10n was to Join up w1th this to 

end at Irish Street. It was a quest10n ot f1nance. 

The Chairman saw no reason why out of the money 

ed for ma1ntenanoe of ma1n reads to Enniscortr~ Urban 

Counc11 by the County Counc11 the Urban Counc11 should not 

concrete th1s p1ece ot footpath. 

In reply to query the County Surveyor sa*d that the 

Urban Districts were pa1d a flat rate per mile for the 

ma1nten~ce of the ma1n roads in their areas. 

Mr. Cor1sh held that the flat rate was not suff101ent 

for proper ma1ntenance. 

~d 

~. 

County Surveyor sa1d that the allowance for ma1nten

ance of all main roads was an average of £92 per m1le. In 
, q 

JEnnisoorthy Urban for something under two m1les of ma1n 

Roads £300 had been allowed 1n the current year. New 

Ross Urban w1th almost a alm1lar m1leage to Enn1scorthy 

was allotted £250 and Wexford Urban for 2t miles £300. 

This year there was also a spec1al allooat10n of £50. As 

Urban Counc1ls had to pay higher wages than the County 

Counc1l for rural work the Urbans were g1ven a h1gher 

f1gure. 
The matter dropped. 

\ 
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CUSH GAP: The County Surveyor said he had seen some of 

the people concerned recently and he was considering if 

any system could be devised to meet the situation. It 

had been suggested to cut back the slope. 

into the matter again. 

He would look 

TOMGARROW QUARRY: Mr. M. Redmond said that Crosbie was 

r 

rs 
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indiscipline in road work if all power was to be taken out r 

of the Gangerst hands. He did not see that it had been 

necessary to submit this particular case to the Finance 

Committee. It should have been dealt with directly by 

the County Surveyor. 

Mr. T. Redmond proposed and Miss OtRyan seconded the 

following resolution which was adopted:-

"That all matters in connection with work on roads 

and in quarries (unless of a very grave character) be 

left in charge of the County Surveyor." 

On the motion of Mr. Colfer seconded by Mr. Kennedy, 

the following resolution was adopted:-

MThat Minutes of Finance Committee of 24th November 

1939 as submitted to this meeting be, and the same are, 

hereby confirmed and approved except in so far as same may 

have been altered or amended by resolution adopted at this 

meeting. " 

MEETING 7th December J 1932: 

were submitted as follows:-

/ 

The minutes of this meeting 

ed 

se 
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The fortnightly meet1ng of Finance Comm1ttee was held 

1n County Council Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, on 7th 

December 1939. 

present:- essrs. W. P. Keegan, John P. Kelly, Thomas 

McCarthy, Sean O'Byrne and K1ss O'Ryan. 

On the motion of Mr. OtByrne seconded by Mr. Kelly, the 

cha1r was taken by Miss 0' R3an. 

The Secretary, Assistant Secretary, County Surveyor, 

County Solic1tor and Rates Inspector were 1n attendance. 

The Minutes of last meet1ng were confirmed • 

PAYMENTS 

Treasurer's Advice Note for £5746. 19. Od was examined 

and s1gned. 

NEXT :MEETING OF COMMITTEE 

The following resolut10n was adopted on the motion of 

l~. OIByrne seconded by ~. Keegan:-

"That to enable County Oouncil orkers to rece1ve Pay 

Orders in time for Xmas next meeting of Finance Oommittee 

be held on Thursday, 21s,t Deoember 1939. n 

RATE COLLEOTION 

STATE OF: "The follow1ng is the state of the Rate Oollect1~n 

to date:",,: 
Peroentage of Current 

Name of Colleotor Warrant and of three 
lears' arrears collected 

1. P. Nolan 53.1 
2. J. Ourt1s 51.2 
3· J. J. O'Reilly 50.7 
4. ~. J. Murphy 50·4 
5· s. Gannon 50.3 
6. J. Deegan 48.6 
7. M. Kehoe 48.1 
8. P. Carty 47 ·5 
9. D. Kenny 47.~ 
10. A. Dume 45· 
11. J. Oummins 44.6 
12. P. Doyle 44.3 
13· J. Flood 43·9 
14· M. McCarthy 42·6 
15· w. Doyle 41.8 
16. w. Oummins 39·5 
17. J. J. Sinnott 39 .. 3 
18. J. Quirk ~ AV rAge 

L 
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The amount collected at corresponding period last year 

waS 45.2%. 
The Collectors stated that they bad been greatly 

hampered 0 ing to the hold up of Fairs. 

It was deoided to examine at next meet1ng of Finance 

Committee the progress which had been made by the Collectors 

for the previous month. 

RATE COLLECTORS ON PENSIONABLE BASIS: The Secretary stated 

that the 11 Rate Collectors regarded as on IIPart time" end 

who the Council aSked to be placed on a pensionable and 

permanent basis had replied to the query of the Department 

of Local Government and Public Health relative to other 

oocupations etc. None of these Collectors had any occup.a 

or held land except the following:- Philip Doyle, John 

Deegan and John Flood. 

Philip Doyle held 9 acres of land on Shdlma1ier-Commons, 

valuation £2. 15s. Also house and 5 acres, valuation 

£5. 15· 0 also on Shilmali r Commons nearly all mountain. 

Keeps one cow but wife looks after the animal. 

Keeps a cow and a John Deegan. No bther oocupation. 

couple of pigs. Makes no profit. Cow is kept for the use 

of the household. Holds seven statute acres - Poor Law 

Valuation, Land £3. 5. 0; Buildings £1. 10. o. Total 

£4. 15. Ode Duties as Rate Collector tak up all his time. 
fI' 

John Flood. Caretaker Clonroche Water Supply for Board of 

Takes two hours per eek tQ Health, sal ry £10 per annum. 
I 

look after this. Holds no farm, The total Valuation or 

house property which he own is £7. 10. Ode 

Mr. 01Byrne proposed and Mr. Keegan seconded the 

rollo dng resolution which as adopted:-

IIThat having examined the position of the eleven Rate 

Collectors who are on Itpart-time" basis, e recommend the 

County Council to urge the Department of Local Government 

\ 
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and Publ10 Health to have these offioials placed on a 

pensiona.ble a.nd permanent b sis as offioers of the Council." 

APPLICATION FROM RATE COLLECTORS: The follo~ing under date 

5th December 1939 was read from Mr . J. M. Curtis, Han. 

Seoretary of the County Rate Collectors:-

"At a. meeting of Rate Colleotors held in exford, the 

following resolution was passed!-

That owing to the stoppage of tail'S for the past month 

some Collectors find it impossible to have 50% and one year's 

arrears collected by the 15th December. ie, therefore, ask 

the County Council to extend the time as tollows:- No.1 . 

That the 31st December be fixed to have amount equivalent to 

fir t moiety of current Rate oollected. Poundage be paid 

hen that is done. No.2. That the 31st January be fixed 

to have amount of first moiety and one year's arrears 

oollected. tl 

Th following 1s copy of letter from Department of Local 

Government and Public Health - 23rd October 1939 - (G.2732/JO 

/39) dealing ith payments ot poundage:-

"With reterenc to your letter of the 21st Au~st I am 

direoted by the inister for Local Government and Public 

Health to state that he has sanctioned the following condit

ions in regard to Rate Colleotors poundage in respect ot the 

1939-40 warrant:-

Interim payment - 60% ot 1st moi ty d arrears of , 
1938/39 ty 15th November - 75% of poun ge on lodgments. 

First Moiety and preVious years arrears by 15th Decemar

Full poundage on amount of firs moiety and previous years , 

arr aI's. 

65~ of warrant and previous years arrears by 31st 

January 1940 - 75% ot poundage on lodgments. 

Final payments to be oonsidered 1n the light of the date 

and the nner 1n which the warrant i closed by the dates 

specified in the Public Bodies Order or such l ater date as 
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may be approved having regard to the 

arrears lists can be dealt with." 

tes on which the 

The following resolution was dopted on the motion of 

r. O'Byrne seconded by Mr. Keegan:-

"That full poundage be paid Rate Collectors ho lodge 

fUll amount of first m01ety of ourrent Rate and arrears ot 

1938-39 by 31st December. 

That the Department of Local Government and PubliC 

He th be asked to sanction this proposal. H 

APPLICATION TO CANO . TENDER FOR PRINTING RATE BOOK~ : The 

1'0110 ing under date 29th November 1939 was racei ved from 

Messrs. English & Co., Quay, Wexford, who had been accepted 

at the meeting of Finance Committee on the 24th Novemher 1939 

for printing Rate Book for next financial year, amount £25:-

"Regarding our tender for the printing of the Rate Books 

1940/41 ted the 23rd lnstant, we regret tba t we misunder-

tood the spec1fio tion for this work which has been altered 

very oonsiderably since e did it some years ago and we will 

therefor be glad if you would kindly llow us to ithdraw 

the tender. n 

The Secretary s.tated that the only other 

for this work was from Messrs. Redmond Bros., Enniscorthy, a 

£40. This firm carried out the printing of Rate Books 

year at £37. 

" The 1'0110 ing resolution was adopted on the motion of 

llr. Keegan seconded by Mr. Kelly:-

"Tha t, as the Finance Coromi ttee believe 4/fe ssrs. 

& 00. made a genuine error in the amount hich they quoted 

for the printing of Rate Books for 1940-41 viz., £25, we 

recommend the County Council to allo the quotation to be 

ithdrawn. In the c1rcumstances we recommend the ceeptance 

of quotation of Messrs. Redmond Bros. at £40 for this work." 
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PRINTING FORMS AMALGAMATED LISTS: The following tenders 

were reoeived for the printing of 900 forms tor Amalgamated 

Lists in oonnectlon with relief of Rates for employment:-

Messrs. English & Co. - £1. 19. Ode 

Free Press - £2. 10. 0 

People - £2. 18. 6d 

Redmond Broa. £3. o. 0 

Eoho - £4. 2. 6d. 

It as deoided on the motion of the Chairman seoonded by 

Mr. Kelly that the tender of Messrs. Engl1sh & Co. at £1. 19s 

be aooepted for the work. 

SMALI.t DWELLINGS ACQUI SITION ACTS 

JOHN HANSTOCK, BALL ATRAY! COURTOWN HARBOUR: The follow1ng 

under de.te 19th Deoember 1939 as read from Department ot 

Local Government and Publio Health (H.30630/1939 ]Looh Garman): 

H {lth referenoe to your letter of the 8th ultimo regar

ding proposed advanoe ot £100 under Small Dwellings Aoquisi

tion Aots to Mr. John Han took please forward Plan and Specl

flo~ tlon in respeot of the house to be ereoted at Ballinatra~ 

Courtown. tl 

The Seoret ry sta ted that oo~y ot tus letter had been 

furnished to Mr. Hans took. 

JOHN HOLBROOK. TEMPLESHANNON. ENNISCORTHY: The resolut10n 

adopted at Fl1lanOe Committee meeting on 24th November last as 

to ass1gnment of house of John Holbrook to his sister. Mrs. 
~ 

Ethel u'Duffy as follows as resd:-

uThat Finanoe Committee are prepared to reoommend the 

assignment of house of • John lbrook, Templeshannon, 

Ennlscortby, to the Joint n es of his s1ster, Mrs. Ethel 

O'Duffy and her husband, subjeot to the payment by Mr. 

Holbrook of lesal expenses conneoted with the aSSignment." 

This was forwarded to esars. J. A. Sinnott & Co., 

Ennlsoorthy, for Mr. Holbrook. 

- - ~ ---=--=--- -----
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Following this a t lephone message was reoe1ved from 

Messrs. Sinnott & Co. that ~r. Holbrook was not in favour of 

hav1ng the asslei' ... ~t in the names of his sister and her 

husband. They pointed out that any of the parties seleoted 

by th Counoil would guarant e the repayment of the loan, as 

they nted the sslgnment at houae to be in irs. O'Dutfy's 

name only. They also stated they would reintoroe this 

message with a letter but so tar thi had not oome to band. 

r . Elgee said that ssrs. Sinnott & Co. had w.t1tten 

hi in the terms referred to by the Secre ry. It s 

mentioned that there \vas a rumour in Ennisoorthy that th1s 

house was being let to a tenant • 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion at 

Mr. Kelly seoonded by e Cha1r :-

That essrs. Sl.nnott & Co., Solicitors tor John 

Holbrook be informed that the Finanoe Committee oannot see 

their way to alter the resolution point1ng out that the 

Council ere reoommended to aooept the asslgn.ment for house 

of Mr . John Holbrook in the name ot his s1ster, rs. Ethel 

O'Dutfy and her husband." 

COYLE, INCH: Mr . Elgea, Oounty Sol1oitor 

stated tha t thi applioant had written he was satisfied to 

avail of loan of £150 in oonnection ith the ereotion of the 

house. 

HOUSING GRANTS: The folIo in resolution was adopted on . 
motion of I'. O'Byrne seconded by Mr . ltelly:-

-Th t the Government be requested to allo the issue 

housing grants tor houses whioh will be oompleted by 30th 

June 1940. 

~OAD IMPROVElfENT ~T 1239/49 
Under date 29th November 1939 the Depep:-tment of Looal 

Government and Publio Health (Roads) wrote~SGT/32) 
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of 'cheme oovering £13,500 tor works ot ad I rovement 

proposed to be carried out by the County Council under the 

terms of the 1n1ater's letter (SGT/201 - 5th October 1939). 

'Jf!WLOY'btENm SCHEMES VOTE 1939/40. 

ROADS (RURAL): Under date 29 th Nove bel' 1939 the Department 

of Looal. Government and publio Health (Roads) wrote (RU/2.06/ 

32 ) as regards th above Scheme for 1939/40 (Rural) approv1ng 

of the Ro d seleoted in the Rural A;l:'eas of the County and. 

oovering an expenditure of £7,400, viz., State Grant, £5,460; 

Local Contribution £1,940. 

The Department of Local Governmen~ ' and 

publl.o H alth (Roads) wrote under date 1,th lovember 1939 

( . 206/109/2) approving of the Scheme ot Road orks in He 

Ross U:i."ban District cov..,ring an expenditure of £2,255 made p 

of State Grant of £1955 and Looal oontribution of £270. 

Th,e Secretary stated the County Surv~yor he,d the matter 

1nunds. Tp..e Urban Coun,c ... l bad greed to l'a,lse the loe 1 

contr1bution. 

Tne Oounty SUl;veyor stated he had ittsn the Town Clerk 

of .ie Ross a bout the matter. They had t 0 g:t:' ts It going" in 

the Urban D1striot at tb.a pI'asent t1me, but they were held up 

bec~e the services ot a carp nter and mason were not 

proour b1e. 

THE RE-BUILDING OF FALLAS D IDGE - (RIVER BANN) 

:Mr. Elgee, County Solioitor' , suLm1tted the opirlion of Mr. 

Diarmuld Faws1tt, K.C., relative to th~ rebuilding ot the above 

bridge. 

It waB d cided, on the motion of ~. 0' yrne, seconded by 

l{r. Kelly, that the Oounty Surveyor an Oounty olicitor be 

1nstrt'icted to carry out the recomruen tic .. of r. Fa aitt 1n 

the ma.tter. 
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NEV ROSS BRIDGE. 

The following report of inspection of New Roes 

Bridg.e under date 6th_ December, .1939 , as submi tted f rom 

• Alfred Delap (Delap and aller, Consulting 

Enhineers, 16, Moles ortn Street, Dublin):-

"In accordance wi th instructions received from your 

County Surveyor , • Barry , e have made a close 

examinat ion of the bridge a t Me Rose, and no beg t o 

repor t as folIo s:-

Ne Ross Bridge as built from 1867 to 1869 and is 

therefor e about 70 years old. It is about 520 feet long 

bet een abutments. It ba s t 0 fixed spans on each side 

of an opening span, these spans being a out 88 feet clear 

bet en piers or 96 feet between point s of supuort. The 

opening span swings on a central pier, and gives t 0 clear 

opes of 50 fe ,t each. The central pier is about the 

width of t he bridge in diameter or 32 fe~t, the t otal 

length of the pening section being about 132 feet. 

The main girder s are about 8 ft. high x 1'10" wide, 34 feet 

apart cent r e to centre, and eac~ pair of main girders 

bridge the two fixed spans, bein~ suppor t ed at each end and 

continuouB over a central pair. The girders are of the 

lat tice type, the upper and 10 er flangee being of plates 

and angles, the space bet een the l an, es being f illed wi th 

l~ttlce bars at 450 to the horizontal and at 3 ft. oentres. 

The bridge crosses the Barro in th e town of !lew Ross 

. about t 0 miles belo its union ith the Nore. It is the 

10 est road crossing the rivers which with the Suir run 

unbridged the 20 miles to Hook Head where they reaoh the 

open sea. It is t idal from St. Mullins on the Barro 

to lnistioge on the Nore. The road that orosses by this 
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bridge is the only direct road fro~ Wexford to aterford, 

It is the most import nt E. and Yi. road in the south of 

Ireland, and this bridge is an essential link in the route . 

The bridge carries 

footpath on each side. 

roadway 21 feet ide and a 5 '6'· 
Road ay and footpath cro s the 

swing span ithout restriction in width. 

As the main girders aTe themselves horizontal, and as 

the road ay rises from eaoh abutment to the opening span, ~Q 

the deck mlich is near the bottom of the main girders at 

the abutments rises gradually ~l at their swing span end 

it is nearly half way up the ma,in rders nd the roadway 

whioh it carries is level with the road y on the swing 

span. The girdees of the swing span described later have 

their base at the same level as the b~se of the main 

girders. This has much to do i th the very satisfactory 

elevat on of the bridge hen in its normal or clased 

position. 

The deck of the fixed spans hich carries the road and 

unit s the main girders is made of a series of cross 

girders lSi inches deep x 7i" wide at 3 ft . centres which 

are connected t o the main r ders at a constantly varyi ng 

level . They oarry on their upper fl nges a floorin~ of 

C.I. buckle places, which in their t~rn carry the road 

mater! 1 hich averages some 1.25 ft . in thiokness. 

e swing span is a aection of the brid~e which 

plvot~ on the central pier and whioh . hen the. bridge i s 

closed has its end restin~ on a series of jacks whioh take 

the weight of the swing span itself and of any load which 

may travel on it; the jacks stand on a C.I. arch hich 

connects the two C.I. cylinders of the piers next the 

swing span and are lowered to release the swing span ,hen 

the bridge is to be opened. The swing span ~en. ~en 1s 

carried altogether on its cent 'al pier. The s i ng ~1~ 
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consists of a series of 6 longitudinal girders, the two 

outer being of box section 4'9-i" high x 24" ~ide, the 4 inne:: 

being of plate seetio 'I II high x 12" wide . On the 

inner r irders and resting on a cleat on the side of the 

outer girder is a t imber deck about 7 11 thick in two 

layer~. The swing span and its details will be referred to 

later. 

The brid~e in all p-:lrts which are subj ect to tension 

is made of ought iron cGpable of bearing a stress of 

20 tons per square inch. The orking stress as probably 

5 tons per sq. inch, as the usual factor of safety in all 

such structures s 4. It is here-after assumed that the 

bridge as built as designed for a working stress of 5 tons 

per squar~ inch. 

It is possible fo de ermine the stress that any given 

load ill put on any section of the bridge and thus decide 

whether the brid(",e is overloaded or not. 

The load on any bridge, or any part of a bridge, is of 

two parts - the weight of the structure itself called the 

dead load, and the eight of the traffic using the bridge, 

called the live load. The dead load is fixed and does not 

change, the live load moves and may change within wide limit 

and as it is the max~ loads we are looking for the live ~ 

load is chosen to give the m imum results. 

In the case of the main girders of this oridge the 

section is known at every point, the dead load is also ' 

known. The live load is taken to be a stone breaker towed 

by an engine, giv1ng four loads of 7-5-9-4 tone at a 

spacing of 11-0 ft., 11-0 ft., and 10-0 ft. e underst nd 

this load used the bridge, but we assume that only one 

such load can use it at a time but that there can be also 

a string of 4 wheel vehioles vith 5 ton on each axle. 
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In the caSe of movi ng loads it is usual to make an 

allo a nc e of 50% for i pact. 

It is ·as sumed ' h t a s oniY -one of t he engine and 

breaker loads is on t he bridge at any i ven ·time, one 

gi r der takes .7 of -t his load; but as the~e may be to 

str i ngs of 5 -ton agon~, the nOl e of one st ring may be 

carried by each girder. 

This load, live or dead, will put a stres s on the 

main girder, as fol Io s:-

At centre of Span 

Over support 

and the factor of s a.fet y is;-

At centre of span 

Over support 

6~4 tons per sq. inch 

H " 

This means that if the wrought iron is as good as 

when it first went in and its afe stress is 5 tons per 

sq inch, t he ~tress at the centre of the span is 

considerably higher th an the iron should be sked t o bear, 

over the support the s t ress is not too high, again on the 

assumption t hat there has been no deterioration of the 
1. 

wrought iron in quantity or quality. 

e do not thin that this assumption is a safe one. 

We kno that ther e has been very considerable 10.' ire, 
rust where ster has lodged in the lower flanr e of the main 

girders and consider tha t no more than 4~ons per sq. inoh 

ould be -a safe stress. 

e know beyond question the stress t hat the load, live 

and dead described above, Till put on the fl ange of the 

main girder and f ind t his wi l l be 6.4 tons per s q. inch. 

ie know that the bridge a s designed to take 5 .ons per sq. 

inch. and could do so when f irst built with a fac t or of 
/ 

s fety of 4. 

We do not thiDi that the bridge sho 

uld no be asked to 
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take a stress - ~f more than 4 tons per sq.~nch, and we fi nd 

i t i 1:3 Oe i n .. • a slced to "take ' 6.4 t ons per sq. inch. The 

f~ctof of s afe t y which was 4 has now been- reduced to 

3.14 at most, ~and if a s ' we believe the ul t i mate s t rength 

of the mat erial has by a ge and weather been ":r;educed from 

20 to 16 tons the f actor of safety becomes 2.5 

The cross sirder carry as dead load -

their own weight, 

the cast iron buckle plat es, and 

the road material, 

and as 11 ve boad, the 9 tons on an axle as u tied by the 

county Council, . this load is assumed, to be carr ied by 

t 0 whe els 6 ft. apart on t he centre of the bridge, to be 

car ied by g cross girder s , and t o be increased by the 

usual 50% for impac t • . 
The above lo~dS liv~ and dead pr oduce a maximum stress 

per sq. inch of 7.5 tons. 

If the iron were ne , unrusted and Un\IOrn, its 

s 'e working load would be 5 tons .. and its factor of saf ety 
\ . 

The present load producing a maximum stress of 7.5 tons 

:would have, i f the bridge were new, a f actor of afety of 

nearly 2.7; but if as we believe the ultimate strength of 

the iron has been reduced from 20 to 16 tons per sq. inch, 

the factor of safety has become 2.13. 

These figures show that the bridge under t he loads at 

present u sing it", is seriously overloaded and overstressed. 

The factor of safety which shoUld be 4 is certainly not 

mo r e than 3 for the main girder s and probably no t more than 

For the cross gi r ders the f actor of s ~ fety is 

certainly not more th~n 2.7 and probably npt more than 

2.13 in its present condition. , 
These figures refer to the strength of t he iron 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



! 
I 

/ 

/-

I / 

I 

[ 

l 
1 

structure of which the fixed parts of the bridge are built. 

We h ve no to oonsider the swing span. 

The swing span is a section of the bridge, about 134 

feet long and 34 teet wide. It sings horizontally on its 

pivot nich 1s carried by the central pier of the bridge. 

When swung through 900 it leaves 2 ope through the bridge 

for the passage ot ships. en closed it is swung back into 

line with the rest ot the brldge and the tree endS are 

supported on a serles of jack which rise and take the weight 

of the s lng span 1 tselt and of.' any load hich may be oross

ing it. 

The whol weight of the swing span i tselt 1s taken by .. 
the p1vot hilethe bridge is open. When the bridge is 

closed, AAlf the dead load 1s t en by the pivot and halt by 

the Jacks. The live load 1s all taken by the pivot and 

Jacks in a proportion depnding on the exact position ot the 

live load on the s inC span. 

The swing span is made of 6 parallel iron girders, the~ 

base all in the sa e horizontal plane and all balanoed on, 

and fastened to, a heavy 0.1. ring 25 feet diameter, the 

-upper roller frame. This r1ng revolves rowld the pivot, on 

it is a platform made of the six iron girders, parallel to 

the oentre ine of the road. Of these, the two outer girders 

are of the box tyPe being at theIr centres 4' 9ft high x 2'4" 

wide, while the 4 inner girder are of the plate type, being 

at their centres 3'10" deep x 12" ide. All the girders 

have horizontal bases end taper from their centres to eaoh ; 

end. 

On the upper flange of eaoh of ths 4 inner girders nd 

on the a~e cleat which is bolted to the inner web of the 

outer ma1n g1rders is a timber oappin piece. By means of 

the taper of the long1tudin 1 girders and by varying the 

depth at t oa.pping pieces tl e road ay on the wing span is 

shaped to meet the rising gradients of the two fixed halves 

of the bridge, and its normal camber. On to the capping 
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piece 1s spiked the deck, specified to be 3 layers of 3 inoh 

planking l a id dia.gonally, 2 of them memel, the upper layer to 

be of native elm or other approved wood. We find, in fact, 

that the bridge has not three, but two, layers of ;t timber, 

a total thickness of deok of 7" probablY sootoh fir. 

The deoking 'bridges the space from centre to oentre ot 

the longitudinal g1rders, the spaoe on the oenterline of 

b~idge being 6 feet wide. The decking over this spaoe has 

to oarry the maximum live load by which the bridge 1s uBed. 

In considering the max1mum load which may be oarried by 

the deck1ng of the swing span, we have taken it that the 9 

ton on an axle of the County Council engine is oarried on tW)1 

wheels, one of which is passing along the oenterline of the 

bridge. This heel 12tl wide carrying 4-l tons, with the 

usual allowance for impact, will produce a stress 1n the 

timber of the deck ot 2080 lbs. :per sq. inch. 

If pitch pine has been used in deoking this br1dge, i te' 

working load may be 1,000 "llhs. per sq. inoh, and the actual 

tress found means that a factor of safety of about 2 1s all 

that can be counted on. The usual factor of safety in 

timber oonstruction 1s 5 or 6. 

In ooncl us ion -

We t1nd that the br1dge has been very oarefully des1gned 

rea. onably ma1ntained and, except ~or the 10 er flange of tl:8 

main glrders and one or t 0 minor parts, it 

condition. The strengtu of the bridge ha deteriorated 

through a.ge and the action of ea ther; e est1mate that its 

strength has fallen in the r t10 of 5 to 4 trom these causes 

and at the S8.1l1e time the loadillg has increased. Not only 

ha the total weight of traffic oarried increased, but the 

indiv1dual heel loads have increased nd the inoreased load 

1s carl'ied a t a much greater speed than fc:rmerly. 

All\our figures point to t e t act that the bridge is 

ovel'loaded on the fixed spans, the main rders are stressed 
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to 6.4, the cross girders to 7.5 tons per q. inch. The 

W~OUg!1t iron of the bridge should not be stressed beyon~ 4 
tons. The deck ot the opening span is stressed to 2080 lbs. 

per sq. inoh, Its work1ng load should not be more than 1,000. 

It is clear tnat the br1dge 1s not f1t to oarry its 

present traflic. We do not see how it can be strengthened, 

except "by redeoking the swing span and that only improves om 

short section. ',LIlle effects of' the 11ve loading can be 

somewhat modified by reducing speeds. Lo ds of more than a 

definite WeI&lt should not be allowed on the brIdge exoept 

when the blldge is otherwise empty. 

In short, notldng less than a reduction of traffic, both 

in weight and spee d, can do nora thn al10 the bridge to be 

use d tor further 11mI ted time. 

1e shall be gla d t.o discuss this whole matter if any 

:rurt l' information should be requlr d. 

P.S. As it 1s proba le that que s tions may be asked as to 

the loa ds whioh the bx'ldge may be allowed to carry, we ve 

made certa in calcula tions and f1nd as follows:-

The bI'idge as 1 t stands ill rot carry 1 ts own dead 

load without stressing its material beyond the f1gure of 4 

ton per sq. inch - the figure whioh we consider dafe in 

vie of its age and loss of strength through wear and tear, 

and hlch In ana a f'o,ctor of sal:' ty of 4. If it 1s decided 

to use the usual working stress of 5 tons per sq. inch, 

which means a faotor of safety of 3. 2 a total load of up to 

11.4 tons may be taken across the bridge provided that only 

one such load is allowed on either halt of the bridge, as 

divided by the opening span, at the same time, that its 

e1 t is distributed over not less than 9 feet long of the 

bridg and that its speed Should not exoeen a slow walking 

paoe ." 
I 
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The Oounty Surveyor said that owing to the 

deteriora ion ~ hich "vas to be expected in a bridge 

erec t ed 70 years ago and the increased .loadjng using the 

structure he believed the:re had been_ a reduct ion . by 

20% in the original strength. Traction en~~ines and other 

ve·cy hea~ vehicles running up to 13 ton~ had crossed 

the bridge while they could see from r. Delap's report 

that the maximum safety load was 11.4 tons and hieh should 

be allowed over the bridge only hen no other vehicle 

was crossing and at a walking paoe. He (Co. Surveyor) 

was afraid they ) 

ou~d have to pr event very heavy vehicles 

crossing the bridge. llien Yount garr ett Bridge as 

in course of erection captain Harvey who acted as 

Engineer made calculations as to the loading of New Ross 

Bridge and he had arrived at the conclusion that eleven 

tons Mas t~e highest loading it should be asked to carry. 

Unfortunately any action Which the Council was compelled 

to take to sh t off the ve~ y heavy t raffic might cause 

inconvenience as the only Y such vehiCles could get 

t o 'aterfoxd was by makin~ a detour via Thomastown. 

It was pointed out. that the steam vehicles of 

essrs. Davis, Enniscorthy, 'ould when laden exceed 12 tone 

The County Surveyor did no t think there would be 

eat hardship inflicted on anyone who could load up to 

11 tons (all in). If they had bigLer loads they could 

split them or use smaller vehicles. The 11 ton( limit 

ould cover all normal use of the brid~e but they ould 

have as suggest-'d by 141'. Delap to control the traffic. 

It was d cided on the motion of the Chairman 

seconded·by r. Kelly to refer the matter to the meeting 
I 

of the County Council on 11th December, 1939. 
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ADVERTISING CONTRACT FOR 1940. ~ . ' 

~ The Managers of the three looal newspapers, viz 

flEcho", If Free Press" a d liThe people' , wrote tendering -for 

the rene al of Advertising contract ~t £210 for the year 

1940, n increase of £70 over l a st years figure. They 

pointed out that ap~t altogether from the difficulty and 

res t rictions of supplies, the cost of newsprint had 

lncreased by 100% and to which would have to be added 

, additio~al freight charges and ar Risk Insurance. Their 

other trade purchases and expenditures were similarly 

affected by the war situation in Euro~e . ing to these 

adverse circumstances substantial increases in the rates 

of advertising had become necessary • 

• O-Byrne proposed a resolution to offer each of 

the thr ee papers £175 for the advertising Contract. 

This proposal was not seconded. 

After discu sion 'the follo lng resolution was adopted 

on the motion of r • . Kelly, seconded by the Chairman:-

That the County Council be recom ended to offer 

the proprietors of the three local papers £200 each for 

the inser t ion for year 1940 of the advertisements of 

Oounty Council and County Committee of Agriculture (under 

same conditions as obtained for current year) provided 

that these advertisements are nset in pre- ar type." 

NEVi COUNTY MEDICAL OFFICER OF HEALTH. 

The Secretary reported that Dr . ichael F. D?ly, 

the recently appointed County Medical Officer of Health, 

took up duty on 1st December , 1939-

BALLYCULLANE LIVE STOCK POUND. 

The ~unty Surveyor submi t ted the folIo ing letter 

from r. O-Neill, Assistant Surveyor under date 28th 
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ovember, 1939:-

til oalledn r. P. POWdr a t B llycullane on 27th inst 

(November) . His anager - r. McGrath pointed out to e 

the Plot hich • po~er is will i ng to let for Pound. 

I enclose sketch of same. If a shed ere erected t the 

est side of the Plot and proper fence on North side, and 

the ater supply brought into the enclosure it ould be 

very suitable for a Pound. The :figure he mentioned 1s 

£10 per year." 

~le Oe c£etary tated he had written the Oounty 

. Su~veyor that Mr . OtNeill ohould have a further interview 

with • Po- ex to ascertain if he s prepared to erect 

the shed and fence referred to in report. 

~ 

This as approved. 

ILL A'l' EDElNALE . 

In conn~ctlon ith the claim from Messrs . Kirwan & 

Kirw n, SoliCitors, V:exford, on behalf of Uessrs. ShortI e 

Bros,., Castlebriclf e , for injury to their 111 at Edenvale , 

the County Surveyor submit ,ed the fol10 lng letter under 

date 4th Deoember, 1939, from r . J. Brennan, General 

Mana~er , Irish Public Bodies lutual Insurances Ltd. , 1,2,3, 

Westmoreland str eet , blin:- . 

" 1th further reference to yours of the 29th ultimo 

should you hear further from Messrs. Kirwan & Kirwan in 

connection i th the olaim ould you r epudi ate liability as , 

of course, the claim is statute barred." 

saEEPDIPPING ORDER. 

liT. J. Uayden, Oorlican, Killl.lrin, Sheep Dipping 

Inspector for exford District reported th t the folIo -ing 

had not complied with Dipping Qrder:-

argaret Reilly, Ballyhow, Screen; 
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"'. Lyndon. Glenbougn, allyhow; 

Lemuel F\lrney, Ballycronigan, Ki1r ne, nd 

Thomaa Roche, ilkineto' n, Taghmon. 

lr. Hayden t ted that efgaret Reilly and illiarn 

Lyndon told him that they had dippad but Messr • Furney 

nd Roche did not dip. 

The folIo ing resolu t ion was a.dopted on the motion of 

,.T. O' Byrne, seconded by r. 1(e11y:-

H1hat Margaret Rei ly and 'i111am Lyndon be aSked 

for a ai ed statement a s to the d1pping of their sheep 

ith date'" of dipping and particulars of number of sheep. 

Failing thi 'th3 Oouncil be recommended. to proceed 

alnst tnE'.!n und~r She ep reco .. end that 

proceedings under this rder for fallure to dip their sheep 

be taken gainst {eoST.a. Lemuel Furney, Ballycronigan, 

Kilrane, and Tho a .... Roc e. ilKinstowll, Tag non. " 

• 
C CURTO N HARBOUR DUMP .' 

• 
In connection with tne resolution of Finance Oommittee 

passed on 18 t h April , 1939, relative to the e tab1ishment 

a Hefus Dump at oourtown Harbour , the folIo ing under 

date 5th December, 1939, aa read from r. D.E. Butler , 

Ohairman. Oourtol'Q Harbour O~mmittee : -

"As you are aware no dumptng ground has yet been 

procured for the residents of Oourtown Harbour . For this 

purpose e aporoched • al1ace to consider g1~inr. the old 

quarry hole for this nurpo e. As you ill see by the 

enclosed letter he wi l l rent it for £20 for 10 years. We 

shall therefore be much obliged if you ill kindly advise 

us ~n this matter." 

The f ollowing irom the {anager of the Courtown Harbour 

Brick and Tile Works under date 1st eoe~ber , 1939 to the 

Harbour aster, Oourtown Harbour was read:-
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"Further to your visit t o us this week in connect ion 

with t he Quarry hole on our land at Oourto n, as a rubbish 

dump for the Villa 'e. 

e are not prepared to sell the quarry hole to the 

Harbour Commissioners , but auld let it to them for ten 

ye IS for the sum of £20 (twenty pounds) under the follo1'li nf 

oondi'tions : -

1. 'llhe qu rry hole to be f~nded back to us t the 

end of ten year , or, ~foret if the hole is full 

to the present ground level. 

2. The Ocmmi sioners to be responsible for all 

fencing nd accidents . 

3. The right of way to our land surrounding the 

qu Try hole to be kept open to us at all times . 

4. A_l xu bieh to be properly dumped into the h Ie 

and ot catt.ered about the surroundi - land. II 

It was decided to refer the communications in this .. 
matter to the County Surveyor for report • 

AT ROAD ROSSLARE STRAND . 

Under dete 29th November, 1939, the folIo lng on 

behalf of ~rs . Jeanie Johnston, hi t.e House, Rosslare, 

&_ read from Messr~ . . J. O' Connor , & Co ., her Solioitors :-

II rs. Je~n1e Johns on. of itehouse, Rosslare, h s 

handed us a copy of a l.etter sent to you by her on the 

20th instant, tog th~r <lith your reply of the 21st instant . 

'e I' no acting for Mrs. Johnston and e would be glad 

admit liability for the aaoident which was obviouslY caused 

by the negligence of the Oouncil. 

OuT cJ.ient is still being attended by Doc t or. tI 

The Oounty Surveyor xplail'led intrrview ith Contrac-

tor he employed ~ erect a railing nea~t' here the 
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RCO dent took place. This m n denied that he put any 

to "upport the r ailing in 1;he recess s.t ~ • Lambert's. 

f~, (County Surveyor) ' L ak ng further enquiries as to how 

the rai .. ; ... 1C 1 !- d been Ushored up". All particulars which 

could be secured sO far had been furnished the Insurance 

company 

It appeared that . .' rs. Johnston tripped over a large 

stone hich vas lef '~ on the road and was injured in 

ATER TABLE AT GAMOLIN. 

The following letter under C:a.te 29th Novem.ber, 1939, 

f!om lr . P. carton. C~nolln, was referred to County 

Surveyor for report:-
\ 

; III beg to refer you to my lett er to you on the 

7th ~eptcmbe:r , 1939. nd your ackno ,ledgment of same n 

8th "e .tembeI', 1939, ref r:'ing t e matter to the County 

SUrv~yor. Up to the present 1 have not heard ~:.t a.ction . 
". 

the OOUllty Surveyor has taken in the matter. I would like 

th~ t sQme steps' would De taken immediQtely to have this 

wa.ter table oovered over a'~ entranoe to my yard off Main 

street, C~olin. I may mention that I have to bring 

Motor Cars , several t i mes eaoh day across this w tel' table 

in to y G· age for repairs nd needless for me t;~ te~ 1 yO't~ 
So 

th~ t by j er ing across the Ch~nnel does not serve the spring. 

In conclusion I ould be thank! t_ ff you would bring the 

matter aga.in before the 'lotice ot County Surveyor and ask 

him to have it Qon • 

The Ghe.irn;.an repol ted that the County Surveyor and. 

r. Bll' histle, .k.ssistan.t 5'un 'eyor for the di trict and 

herself had made an inspection that daY of the back road 

./ 

at B rnto1lO1. The surfac''': was very uneven a.nd required 

.C 
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attention. 

They reoommended the neoessary extra tonnage for next 

year and that where necessary repair VlO lld b made by a. 

system of tar patching. 

The repoI-t was dopted on the motion of 

seconded by M • OtByrne. 

• Kelly, 

MANGAN LANE -
The tollo'nng under date 4th December 1939 was read 

from Mr . J. HUF g, Mangen, K111ena, Gorey, re bove Ip..ne:-

"I wish ~sain to bring to your notioe the Shocking 

oondition at Mangan Lane OVer ~hlch four ·families must travel 

and six young children go to sohool. ell, they oan't get , 

I through it t o sohool now; they h va to be kept at home now 

for t e w1nter. The serge~t of Clone van Guards says they 

couldn't go through it t 10 a day and sit in wet teet all 

day. In f act, he said he didn't think. there ,\vas anyth1ng 

like' it in the wh 1.e County. Ther 1...,8.S EJ. tuneral here la.st 

summer; the undertaker couldn't oome to the house; the coffin 
J 

had to be oarried to the roadl There is lots of able bodied 

men drawing the dole in this district and I think they would 
\ 

be a lot better doing work like that nor walking about idle. 

I heard they are starting to work on lanes 1n this l ooa.li ty 

T.bat haa been done before and there is not a 

erd a bout do1.'AZ s.nythL'1g at thl on or here is the 

objection, or is it bl;"cusse it 9,nt to be done the orst. 

The Inspector of lanes s tn 1t I nst summer in the dry time 

and he saic1 i twanted to be don badly. If he could seo it 

now, well, he eould swear it. Trusting you ill us your 

best i ntluenc to have something done to this lane in the 

near futlure .. " 

The County Surveyor stated that appliot; tion had been 

made t the Office of orks to 4'1clude th1r. l ane in their 
"-

inor Re11e~ Schemes list but they did not agre • 

It was decided that County Surveyor make further 
~pn11oQt1on in the matter. © WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



FLOODIN<;t AT SHEEP :ALI. DRINAGH 

Und r dat 4t.h December,1939, Mr. Patriok Whelan, 

Sheepwa.1k, Drinagh, wrote:-

"I again isb to bring to the notice of your Council 

the flooding of my plot at Sheep 8 months ago ~t as 

inspected by your Engineers and • Elg e but since then 

nothing has 'been done. There is very little use in me 

sowlng the plot it there 1s nothing done with it. Whoever 

i I~sponaible should do something about it at onoe." 

The · County Surveyor said that he as no in position 

to oar!y 0 t the necessary ork at the place. 

COMPLAINT XI Nl-JOCK-1L IUAGE 

The following under te 25th Novemb3r was read from 

h'. Joh., arn:well:-

M As result of co respondence commencing in 1931 on 

the subject of an obstruot1oI.L placed in a drain. The County 

and Assistant ~~veyor .visited the scene about October 1938 

and being satisfied as to the grounds for complaint the 

Coun y Surveyor promised to have the ob6t~~otion removed. 

On 2nd ctober 1939 I wrote to remind him that his 

promise had nut been fUlfilled. He rep11ed on 3/10/39 that 

the ma.tter as haVing attention, but so far nothing more has 

been done. 

I am S ire that r. arry .111 agree that 1t 1s very 

unfa1r that I should have to pay DrainEtge Rate on lands whioh 

are waterlogged and the drains dan erous, ent1rely due to the 

obstruotion being allow d to remain there. I should be 

obliged if you ould let me know defintely when this matter 

is to be attended to. I 

It wa deoide to refer 'this matter to the County 

Surveyor for report. 
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PllI;CATI0~ LLEGDD Q:RIM!!lL INJURY 

Messrs. Klr an & Kirwen, Solic1tors, \lexford, for ThoDBl 

Iayes. ~erveCl. notice v,s to 01&1:1 for £9 for the break1ng of 

a plate glee~ indow · t the residence of Mr. Hayes, Gibson 

Stree+, 'exford. 

Referred t o County Solicitor . 

INDUSTRIAL SOHooL APPLIOATION 

!r. Denia Corish, District Co~~t Clerk, 1 OW Ross, wrote 

that pplicatlon auld be made in Naw RoSB Distriot Court 

for the committal to rilkenny Male Industrial School of 

, Jqll.l1 O'Net11, 8, ye.srs old end ];;ichacl O' neill, 6-} ye sold, 

children of Catherine O' Neill, ~ldo" of Oren O'Nelll, late 

of Ba,llylane, New Ross. 

in Industr1al Schools. 

The 1do bed throe other children 

Uhe ms a wido 

unable to oupport her ohildren. 

neterred t o County Solicitor. 
y" 

i thout mea.ns and 

APPLICP ~ FROM OOIDJTY REGI8~!3AB 

The Oou-~ty Surveyor subm1tted requis1t10n from County 

Reg1 trar for Press aocommodat10n and calling attention to 

the neocss1. ty for the !'epa1nting and recondl t10n1ng of his 

Offices. 

Vl1th ;('eference to Pre£1~ accoModation the County 

Surveyor- su'bmi t+ ed the +" r~1~,ov:1ng tenders:

Sinnott & 00., VextoX' £32 • 12. 6d. 

Wexford Timber Co. £34. 5. o. 
He (County Surveyor) had been promised a. qUotat10n from 

essra. IeCormack and H6~ty, uay, Wexford, but it did not 

oome to hand. I t appeared under the Courthouses (Provis1on 

and lialntenance) Act 1935 the County Couno1l were bound to 

supply necessary furniture for the Offioe of the County 

fteg1strar. 

On the mot1on of Mr . 1.1ly, seoonded by the Cha1rman, 

it was deoided to recommend the Councll to accept the tender 
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of easrs. Sinnott c') Co., Wexford aJa £32. 12. 6. f or 

providing the necessary presses • 

OONTI lUaUS ILLNESS OF • S~N O'KENNEDY . 

tTnder date 30th November, 1939, the following certi

ficate from Dr. T.R. cOabe, wexford, as regards illness 

of r. Sean O'Kennedy, Olerk in County &urveyor ' s Office 

was re d: -

IIThio is to certify that Sean O'Kennedy, Esq., 

exford, . is s ffering from Thrombosis of right leg, and, 

in my opinion will be unable to resume duty for a period 

of at least one month fro' thid date~ 

1he fol10 ing resolution ~s auopted on the motion .. 
of Yr. O' Btrne, seconded by 1'. Kee n:-

11Th t the county Council be reco. lended to grant 

further sic};;:" ve to ~ . Sean O'J'ennedy in aocordance 
.. 

wi t h Medioal Certific te of Dr . McCabe, Wexf ord, for 

ODB nonth from 3rd Dece-nber, 1939 -

Tilat employmel t of r. James · erman e.s temporary 

Clerk be continued durir~ Mr. Ken edy ' s bsence on terms 

a.lready ap roved. If 
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The following resol ution was adopted on the motion 

of Miss O'Ryan seconded by Mr. Kelly:-

"That the Minutes of Finance Committee in respect 

of meeting held on 7th December be received and 

cons idered. II 

NEW ROSS BRIDGE - ENGINEER'S VERY SERIOUS REPORT, 

Mr. T. Redmond - Does Mr. Delap think we want a new bridge 

in New Ross? We won't have it. 

The Chairman said it was a very long report, and he 

suggested that the county Surveyor have it printed and 

.circulated before the next meeting, 

The Secretary said that according to Mr. Delap the 

bridge was built to take a working stress of five tons per 

square inch. Four tons was the most it would take now, 

though it was being asked to take 6.4 t ons per square inch. 
/ .. 

The bridge was not fit to carry its present traffic either 

in weight ,or speed. The highest load should be 11.4 t ons 

to be taken over the bridge at a walking pace, and when 

no other traffic used the structure. 

Mr. M. Redmond said he remembered the time that 

traction engines were not allowed over the bridge - forty 

years ago. 

Mr. T. Redmond - They were, but had to be drawn over 

by ropes - not under their own power. 

The County Surveyor said that when the bridge was 

designed there were no traction engines in existence, or if 

there were they were rare. 

Lc 

Miss o 'Ryan - The bridge wasn't designed for the load i 

it is bearing at present. 

Mr. T. Redmond - J have of teD discussed the load the 
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bridge has to carry at present wi t h peopl e who are 
' )J: 

supposed to know something aboutl\ and t he decision we 

arrived at was that some of the loads going across the 

bridge at present are too heavy. I think it i al ft even 

confined to 12 tons . Some of the loads are huge loads -

I see them myself - and they cross the bridge at about 

40 miles an hour. That's the trouble - the speed. 

If you control the speed I think even heavy loads would 

not affect the bridge . 

County SUrveyor - You would have to control the 

weight too . 

Mr . T. Redmond - The people of New Ross would not 

like to see that bridge treated in such a way that it 

would deteriorate, because we are very proud of that 

bridge. In regard t o the last job done on it , it is 
/ .. 

lovely now . There is not a bridge like it in the 

country . 

County SUrveyor - Mr . Delap says the br i dge has been 

very well maintained. 

Mr . T. Redmond - Oh , no doubt at all about it . If 

the heavy traffic the bridge has to carry at present 

would be the means of the structure deteriorating, I say 

that both the load and speed should be controlled. 

County Surveyor That is what is suggested. It is 

very awkward in this way. If controlled in load and 

speed it means a big load, but after all that's a small 

matter compared to the convenience of all the minor 

loading over it , and if you allow the heavy loading over 

if you might put the!!' all off . The figures that 

Lc 
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Mr. Delap worked on, I gave as my idea of what wou~d be 

more or less a maximum load, and that was the load of one 

of our own traction engines, wi th one of our heavy stone-

breakers. That was the loading he was working on, and, 

of course, that is lJi tons. 

Mr. T. Redmond - Of course, that's a huge load .C 

compared with 30 years ago. 

county SUrveyof The roller is 13 tons. Now, 

that Would be barred from crossing it in the future. 

Mr. Doyle inquired as to the foundations of the 

bridge. 

County Surveyor ~ The foundations are all right. 

It is a bridge you could not strengthen in any way with
I 

out reconstructing it entirely. 

On the proposition of Mr . Bowe, seconded by 

Mr. Corish, it was agreed that the County Surveyor have 
-' . 

the report printed ~nd circulated to the members of the 

Council, and report to the counc~l as to what he 

considered should be done.T 

ACCIDENT ON ROAD - ROSSLARE STRAND - The County SUrveyor 

said the Insurance Company was del~ing wi th this matter. 

There was a doubt as to whether the SUb-Contractor 

working at railing for County Council put into position 

the stone which apparently co.used the accident, but he 

was maklnggfurther enquiries. 

~ATER TABLE AT CAMOLIN - The County SUrve¥or said he was 

proposing that the County Council and Mr. Carton should 

go equal shares practically in e matter - MX Carton 

to supply the pipeg and the County Council to pay the 

cost of laying them. He would get Mr. Treanor, Assistant 
r 
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SUrveyor for the District to interview Mr. Carton. 

On the motion of Mr. o 'Byrne, seconded by 

Mr. Colfer the following resolution was adopted:-

"That Minutes of Finance Committee of 7th December, 

1939, as submitted to this meeting be, and the same are, 

herebp confirmed and approved except in so far as same 

may have been altered or ·amended by resolution adopted 

at this meeting . II 

HARDSHIP ON RELIEF WORKERS. 

Mr. J.P. Kelly said that an unemployment relief 

Scheme of road work was transferred from Oylegate division 

to Bree recently. It was the policy of the Department 

to bring the unemployed from the division to which the 

Scheme at first applied to the other division, and in 

accordanc.e with that poli y the Oylegate men were brought 
• 

to do the work on the Bree r oad. Two of the Oylegate men 

were aged 6& and 70, and they were order ed to travel 

eight miles to the work on the Bree road and to be at 

work at 8 a.m. It was a physical impossibility to do it, 

and as a result their unemployment benefit was stopped at 

the Labour EXchange in Enniscorthy. On the other hand 

there was an unemployed man in the Bree area living b'eside 

the work, and who had eight children, but he was not 

employed on the road. 

The County Surveyor said that he had not heard of the 

matter be~ore. In connection with work at Tacumshane 

some elderly men from Kilmore who could not reasonably 

be expected to make the daily journey had received 

certifica.tes of release. 

Mr. Cullen, Assistant Surveyor, said the two men 

o 

Ie 
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mentioned by Mr. Kelly could be given ceEtificates 

releasing them from the work which would get them the 

benefit as uvual at the exchange. 

The County Surveyor said men could be employed from 
not 

Bree area if there were/enough unemployed in the Oylegate 

area for the job. 

The matter was left in the hands of the County 

Surveyor to whom Mr. Kelly was to furnish the names of 

the men affected. 

"FIR" TREE AT CLONEE, CAMOLIN 

The Secretary in reply to Mr. Bolger said that the 

Finanoe Committee at next meeting would deal with 

representations protesting against the removal of the 

"F.ir" tree at Clonee, Camolin. This tree, Mr. Bolger 

said could be described as an ancient monument ahd was 
.r 

t known throughout the whole Gorey district for the Hunt 

meets. 

The County Surveyor said there was an accident on 

the Killinick road in which a high furniture van struck 

an over-hanging tree and he feared that if similar 

accidents happened in the future and no steps taken to 

remove trees which were dangerous the Insurance Company 

might say they were faulty of contributory negligence as 

regards a particular acoident and repudiate liability_ 

The Department of Local Government and Public Health had 

issued directions that trees and branches which might -

in any way - be dangerous or interfere with traffic should 

be removed. The "Firll tree was a danger and certainly 

one of the stonebraakers passing along would be in a 

grave danger of colliding with it. 
( 

It was decided to adjourn further consideration of 

e 

o 

,le 
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the matter for recommendation of Finance Committee. 

BALLINDAGGIN ROAP FLOODING. 

Mr. Lawlor complained that although the County 

Counc il made an order a long time back to have the 

above ~r~ seen to, nothing had been done and after 

heavy rain the place was in an awful state. 

Mr. Ennis, Assistant Surveyor for the district, 

said that he promised he would do the work in October 

but as the weather was so fine he thought it better 

~o finish a Grant job. Howe~er he would look after 

this flooding immediately. 

,FORESHORE AT CAHORE - POULDUFF. 

The following letter under date 9th December, 1939, 

was read from Mr. Martin Lacey, Glasscarrig, South, 
• Clonevan:-

"In ,connection with the gravel and stone carting 

off of the Cahore-Poulduff Strand, I wish you to bring 

to the notice of the Wexford County Council at the next 

meeting that the carting of the above material is still 

continued notwithstanding that the above Council dec1ded 

and directed the County Surveyor that all carting off the 

above mentioned part of the strand was to be discontinued 

accorting to a letter which I received from you on the 

31st May, 1939. I wish to state that the sea has taken 

a good part of the sea banks fronting my house during the 

past two months and if the carting is allowed to continue 

there is no doubt but there is a great danger of the sea 

breaking through and destroying my house and property. 
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If such a thi~ occurs I feel tha.t I am justified in 

holding the County Council responsible for any loss that 

I sustain. I hope that the Council will forthwith 

make an order to discontinue taking any material 

especially large stones once and for all time and to 

adhere to their decision. " 

The Secretary stated th8,t at the meeting of the 

County Council on the 8th Kay , 1939 , the following 

resolution was adopted:-

IIThat the County Surveyor be instructed to take from 

the South side of foreshore at Cahore, Poulduff, 

ordinary Sea gravel but that the large stones on the 

North side be not interfered with . " 

The statement of Mr . Lacey that removal of all 

gravel from this foreshore had been prohibited waS 

incorrect . 

The County Surveyor said he had obtained permission 

from the ,Department of Industry and Commerce to dra.w a 

specified quantity of gravel from this foreshore at a 

cost of 2d per ton. 

Mr. Lacey's place. 

There was very little gravel at 

Mr . Smyth said the people of the district were under 

a wrong impression about the Order preventing th& 

d~awing of gravel from this foreshore . They believe 

first of all that it was the County Council who was 

responsible for the Order and also for preventing any 

gravel whatever being taken from the foreshore • 

The County Surveyor said the County Council had 

nothing whatever to do with the Order . As a matter of 

fact the County Council had no authority to prevent 

anybody from removing material from the foreshore . 

) : 

lc 
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The following resolution was ~~ on the motion 

of the Cha1rman, seconded by Mr. Michael Redmond:-

"That Mr. Mart1n Lacy, Glascarrig South, Clonevan, be 

furnished with copy of resolution passed by the County 

Council at the1r May meeting and also be informed that the ) 

Council had no power to prevent the removal of gravel from Lc 

any foreshore.Foreshores up to high water mark are the 

property of the State and above high water mark belong to 

the owners of the adjoining lands." 

OLD AGE PENSION ACTS 

VACANCY ON NO. 8 SUB-COMMITTBE: The following reoommenda

tion was adopted on the motion of the Chairman seconded by 

Mr. Kelly:-

"That, as recommended by No. 8 Old Age Pension Sub

. Committee, Rev. W. O'Byrne, C.C., Blackwater, be appointed 

as a member of this Sub-Committee to fill vacancy created 

by the removal of Rev./ N. Redmond, C.C., from the d1strict~ 
• 

CLERK NO.5" SUB-COMMITTEE: The following under date 5th 

December 1939, No. A.159/15 was read from the Old Age 

Pensions Branch of the Department of Local Government and 

public Health:-

"I am directed by the Minister for Looal Government 

and Public Health to acknowledge the rece1pt of replies to 

queries regarding the appointment of Mr. Liam Moran, 

Church St., Ennlscorthy, as Clerk of the Enniscorthy and 

Kiltealy Old Age Pension Sub-Committee; and I am to state 

that the Minister has approved of the appointment. 

POISONS AND PHARMACY ACT LICENCES 

The follow1ng resolution was adopted on the motion 

of Mr. Corish, seconded by Mr. Kennedy:-

"That new licences under Poisons and Pharmacy Act 

1908 1ssue to the following:-

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



~ ' 

Messrs. Michael R. Moran, Castle ' St., Enniscorthy. 

J. J. O'Malley, Temple shannon , Enniscorthy. 

W. J. Haughton, Ferns. 

Francis Daly, Enniscortby Co-operative Society. 

Cornelius OINeill, Blackwater. 

Peter Smyth, io Rafter St., Enniscorthy. 

Owen Kehoe, Raheenduff, Oulart. 

Joseph Kehoe, Blackwater. 

Also renewal to Mrs. Mary Lacy, Monamolin, Gorey. 

WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION ACTS - SEALING AGREEMENTS 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. Kelly, seconded by Mr. T. Redmond:-

'That the Seal of the Wexford County Council be 

affixed to the Agreement, fixing the compensation to be 

paid to Patrick Whelan, an employee of the Council, for 

injury to his left hand, at £30, plus £10. 10. 0, Medical 

Expenses and £6. 6. Costj3." 

The following resolution waS adopted on the motion 

of Mr. Colfer, seconded by .Mr. Kennedy:-

"That the Seal of the Wexford County Council be 

affixed to ~he Agreement fix1ng the amount of Compensation 

to be paid to Martin Redmond of Ballymaakes8Y, for injury 

to his hand whilst working for the Council at the sum of 

£15. o. 0 together with £2. 2. 0 for Medical Expenses and 

£2. 2. 0 Costs. n 

INTEREST ON STATE LOANS 

The following resolutions were received from the 

Sligo District Mental Hospital Committee:-

"That inasmuch as the Bank Rate of terest is now 

back to pre-war level, we see no reason why the Dep~rtment 

should expect the Committee to pay an increase of 1 per 

cent. " 
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"We ask the Minister to continue at the existing rate 

of 4i per cent." 

"In fact public bodies, in our opinion, should get 

financial accommodation at the same interest as applies to 

National Loans, viz., 3t per cent and, if necessary, shoulc 

be covered by National Loans. 1I 

t~. o'Byrne proposed the adoption of the first 

portion of the resolution from the Sligo Distr1ct Mental 

Hospital Committee and which referred to revision of Rate 

of Interest chexged on loans, to 4~. 

In seconding, Mr. Corish said unless this concession 

was forthcoming he was afraid that housing programmes 

would suffer very considerably. 

The resolution, as proposed by Mr. O'Byrne, was 

adopted. 
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