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considered it unjust and inequitable to be compelled to pay
rates without some corresponding beneflt.

The Chairman pointed out that so long as the ratings
appeared in the Valuation lists the County Couneil had no
option but to make the assessments. It would be necessary
for those concerned to be able to prove to the satisfaction
of the Commissioner of Valuation that they should be exempt
from this rating.

After a long discussion the members of the deputation
agreed to forward to the General Valuation Department a
memorial signed by the Ratepayers who were not recognising
payment and who were not ueing the Commons, setting out the

exact position.

SMALL DWELLINGS ACQUISITION ACTS
NICHOLAS CARR, KILLANNE K ENNISCORTHY: Under date 25th
November, 1938, Mr. Elgee, County Solicitor, wrote submitting

letter from NichoRas Carr asking for loan of additional £30
to the loan of £90 already granted. Mr. Carr pointed out
that he believed he would have been able to get house built
for £160, amount of grant and loan, but found now that the
erection of the bullding would cost at least £190. |

It was declded to ask a further report as to the value
of house in this instance from Agsistant Surveyor for the
district.

MATTHEW J. McDONAGH, 13 MAIN STREET, GOREY: Under date

29th November 1938, Mr. Elgee, County Solicitor, submitted

letter from lir. McDonagh stating that owing to unforseen

circumstances he had decided not to avail of team granted by
the County Council for erection of house under the Small 1

Dwellings Acquisition Acts. !

DANIEL SULLIVAN, BALLYEIAND DAVIDSTOWN, applied for

additional £50 to loan for a similar amount.
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On Sullivan's behalf lr. J. P. Kelly, County Councillor 5?
wrote that it took over a year fop Sullivan to secure Title
to the plot on which house was to be erected and in the
meantime, the cost of bullding materisls had gone up 30%.
This was his reason for making application for additional
amount. I

It was decided to ask Mr. Cullen, Assistant Surveyor |

for the district, to revalue the house.

CHARLES DOYLE GQURTEEN, INCH: applied for loan of £300 on a
£300 house.

The Secretary stated this man was not rated, his wife.

P !‘?‘fu w-._.Ezl'l-' s I

lirs. Mary J. Doyle, being the owner of their holding. She
applied for a loan some years back but had not been able to
submit a clear title in view of a2 mortgage for £60 or £70 on
the land by Agricultural Credit Corporation. }

It was decided to rejeet the application.

Mr. 0'Byrne said that a certain portion of this land
had been released from the Mortgage to allow of the l:m.:!.ld.‘l.n‘g1
of a lahourer's cottage by the County Board of Hen 1th and .
Vre. Doyle was under the impression that a similar release
might be made for a plot on which her husband proposed
erecting the house.

It was decided to inform Mrs. Doyle that she could maks,
application on her own behalf and which would be considered
when she was able to satisfy the County Solicitor that her
title was in order. Also that the maximum loan which could
be granted for a house valued over £300 was half the value
of house as certified by Assistant Surveyor.

JAMES LAMBERT FARMER, CURRAGRAIGUE, BALLINDAGGIN, applied ’ |
for loan of £100 on house valued at £260. The spplicant  f

holds & i’a.z;m of 72a. 3r. 19 perehitie with a valuation of ] il
£22. 5s. Al

The following recommendation was adopted on the motion
© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES




of Mr. Kelly seconded by lMr. McCarthy:-

"That application of James Lambert, Curraghagraigue,
Ballindaggin, for loan of £100 be provisionally approved,
subject to satisfactory report from Assistant Surveyor as to
value of house and to Mr. Lambert submitting to County
Solicitor a clear title."

JAMES 0'CONNOR, FARMER, BALLINACREE  CASTLETOWN, applied for
loan of £270 on a #8400 house.
The Secretary stated that the maximum loan in this case _
would be £200. Applicant held only two scres of land and %'
his valuation was £2. 10. 0.
The Chairman (Mr, Allen) was making enquiries in this

case and 1t was decided to adjourn further consideration of
the application until a reply had been received from Mr.
Allen.

JOHN 0! CONNOKR, HACKNEY MOTOR OWNER AND LABOURER, GLENTUBBER,
MOUNT ST . BENET, GOREY gpplied for loan of £100 on house
estimated at £315.

The following recommendation was adopted on the motion
of the Chairman seconded by Miss O'Ryan:-

"That loan of £100 to John O'Connor, Glentubber, Mount
St. Benet, Gorey, under Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts,
be provislonally approved, subject to favourable report as _
to estimated value of proposed house from Assistant Surveyor
for the district and to the submission to County Solicitor t
of elear title." }

WAITING FOR CONTRACTORS: Under date 26th November 1938, l
lir. Treanor, Assistent Surveyor for the district, wrote that!
he had been unable to secure a definite answer from John !
Byrne, Pearse Street, Gorey, end John Nolen, William Street,
Gorey, if they intended proceeding with the bullding of

houses for which loans had heén granted under the Small
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Dwellings Acquisition Acts. Both stated they had been

unable to obtain Contractors.

FLOODING AT TACUMSHANE
Under date 25th November, 1938, the following from '

Mr, F. Boxwell, Butlerstown, Ballycogley, was read:-
"On behalf of the occupants of six Cottages situated

by the water's edge of the lake of Tacumshane near Lings-
town, who are in distress owing to the abnormal height of
the lake water, I write to ask whether you could see your
way to having a local inspection made.

Thelr road is now submerged along a considerable dis-
tance, and when dry, is in a dangerous condition for wheeled
traffic. In the circumstances, the above mentioned occu-
pants naturally resent having to pay thelr rates. They have
to find thelr way across fields on sufferance of the owners.

I understand that representations have been made by
deputation, ete. but that no action has been taken."

It was decided to secure report from County Sirveyor
for consideration at a future meeting of Finance Committee.

TINRAHEEN LANE

Under date 28th November, 1938, Mr. W. MNurray,
Tinraheen, The Ballagh, wrote re abovei-

"I would be obliged if you would kindly bring this
communication to the notice of the Chairman and members of
the County Council at their next meeting.

Re state of laneway leading from public read at Tinre

heen to B.O.H. cottage in which we live. I am anxious to
know if Council would be good enough to supply broken stones
from Ballymurray Quarry to repair same. The laneway is
about 300 yards long. We have done all we possibly can
with it in regard to putting field stones on it. It is

thoroughly sound but beyond rough. It would take a lot to |
level it out and out but I would be glad if Couneil would
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give even 18 or 20 loads or even give 10 this winter and
10 next, There being no available stones in locality '
sultable and as field stones would require to be broken over
and above flne to take any bond, I am compelled to make thig
application in hopes that it will receive favourable consid-
eration. As Mr. Cullen, Asgistant Surveyor, has travelled
this lane several times he will be able to give full
information about same.

There i1s also another matter in connection with

-
&
¢
repalrs to lane, namely, putting in two gullets where water | 4
crosses it. Nine 9" pipes would do the two, five in one [ i
and four in the other. This is in my opinion the most ! ﬁ:
necessary part as after heavy rain the floods cut away the
surface making it more unlevel still.

Now, I hope your Council will not consider this appli-
cation unreasonable and as I am prepared to do the work
myself I trust they will grant my request. Agsuring them
that any offer of help will be appreciated and thanking them
in a tiecipation.”

The Secretary stated he had explained to Mr. lMurray thaf
any repairs to the lane as to laying down gullets etc. could
only be done through the medium of the Minor Relilef Schemes
Vote.

To this, Mr. Murray had replied under date lst December
1935 as follows:-

"Yours of 29th instant to hand. I quite understand
your view as to the getting of lane done but this is an
exceptional case as there 1s no house on it only the one in
which we reside and that being a B.0.H. cottage I consider
it would be only fair that we get some help towards its
ﬁpkeep. As I pointed out in my application we have done _
our best with the only material avallable and would oontinue,{
to do so if there was sultable material obtainable but there  ;;
is not. We have been paying rent and rates for this eottagJ

\
il
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for 48 years and meking laneway as well, so I think we are
entitled to some allowance. As regards a Relief Scheme I
never thought of one in connection with this matter, but if
it could be so arranged it would provide a few weeks much

needed work for the eight or ten unemployed men in this area,ll

I leave it to the members' discretion and trust they
will do their best to oblige."
It was decided to refer the matter to the County

Surveyor for report,

BALLINLAW FERRY ROAD

Under dde 29th November 1933, Mr. N. J. Murphy,
Kilmannock, Campile, wrote that the above road in Great
Island leading to Bgllinlaw Ferry was in a very bad
condition, some of the poth:as being fully a foot deep.

It was decided to refer the matter to the County

Surveyor for report.

FLOODING AT FISHERSTOWN AND GREAT ISLAND

The following under date 30th November 1938 was read
from Very Rev. Canon Redmond, P.P., Horeswood, Camplle:~-

"I am - as you know - Parish Priest of Fisherstown and
Great Island, 98 statute acres of which have been continually
under water since 1935 and therefore absolutely useless to
the tenants. I shall be grateful to you to bring these
conditions before the notice of the County Council with a
view to showing the Council how inequltable - and I might add
unjust - it is to ask rates for land that has been so long |
useless to the tenants and this through no fault on their
part.

Two tenants who have approached me and asked me to

bring before the County Council their sad and unbearable

position are Richard Ryan and Thomas Whitty.
I trust that the County Council will act in an equiq

and humane manner and not ask taxes for this land until it
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is restored to a condition to which it can be used by the
tenants."

It was decided to ask County Surveyor for a repowt in
the matter.

GULLET AT MARSHALLSTOWN IANE
The following under date 5th December 1938 and signed

by seven ratepayers, was referred to County Surveyor for
reporti-

"We, the undersigned ratepayers, wish you to draw the
attentlon to the Councillors at their next meeting, for a
Gullet or Bridge over the water at the end of Marshalstown
Lane leading to Marshalstown Clurch. This Lane has been
repalred about three years ago by Minor Relief Grant. It

was never finished. We would like it finished at the first

opportunity as it is impasgsable at present."

EDENVALE MILL

The following under date 7th December 1938 from Shortle
Bros., Castlebridge, was referred to the County Surveyor for

his reporti-
“We have to again complain of damage done to our
property at Edenvale Mill as a result of the activities of

the County Council. This thing has been occurring for over

forty years, end possibly we failed to proclaim our griev-

ances frequently or loudly enough to merit the serious

consideration of the Council. We trust they will now look

into the matter."

It was also decided that the County Surveyor communicat

with the Insurance Company in the matter.

TINNACREE LANE

The following, under date 6th December 1938, was read
from M. J. Sinnott, Tinnscree, Kilmuckridge:-
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"Will you please bring before your County Council or
Finence Committee next Friday the matter of the proposed
roadway to my farm at the above Townland. This roadwsy was
the matter of discussion at a recent meeting of the Couneil.

I will be very pleased if you will have a further |
discussion on it and let me know the results. At the

moment, I have my corn ready to thresh and eannot get any of{f]

the engine owners to come to do the jJob. Trusting you will ﬁ

‘

be so kind as to do your very best for me."

The Secretary was instructed to call the attention of J
the Land Commission to the letter of Mr, Sinnott and to poi-?.ﬂ
out that the Council had a considerable time back ealled the |
attention of the Land Commission to the plight of Mr. Sinnott
who had no road into his holding although it was understood

this would have been provided by the lend Commigsion.

GILES CORNER - ROAD 44 M

Under date 26th November 1938 Mr. Treanor, Assistant
Surveyor for the district, wrote that in connection with |
this corner he had discussed the matter with Mr. G. Langley~ 
Taylor, Agent for the Courtown Estate, who informed him that
as Trustee he could not possibly give the piece of ground
for widening road at Giles Corner free of charge to the
County Council but was prepared to accept a sum of £5 for
the site.

It was decided to adjourn consideration of this offer
untll the County Surveyor was able to attend Finance
Committee meeting.

ADVERTISING CONTRACT 1939

Quotatlons were recelved under date 25th November 1938
from "The People", "Free Press" and "Echo" offering to
insert advertisements of County Council and County Committee
of Agriculture for year 1939 at £140 each.

The Secretary stated that this figure was the same as
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obtained for 1938.

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
the Chairman seconded by lMr. O'Byrne:-

"That the County Council be recommended to accept the
quotations of "The People", "The Free Press" and "Echo" for ‘
the insertion of advertisements of County Council and of

County Committee of Agriculture for year 1939 at £140 each.' &

HOTOR TAX OFFICE

Local Tgxation Officer:- i 3
"I beg to apply for the ususl clerical assistance in
connection with the issue of Hoad Fund Licences for the |
coming year. '
The audit of accounts of this Department has been
completed to 3lst March last, and vouchers to that period
must be filed. This work would take about five days for
two assistants.
The assistants - llessrs. Thomas Wafer and Michael
Kirwan - employed on above work in previous years - were
satlsfactory, sand I suggest they be appointed, if available."
The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
the Chairman seconded by Miss O'Ryan:-
"That appliecation of Local Taxation Cfficer for the
gervice of two temporary Assistents for filing work for
period not exceeding five days and for rush period in
connection with issue of 1939 Licences be agreed to,
remuneration to be at the rate of ls. ld per hour. Period
of employment not to exceed the period for similar work
last year.
That Messrs. James Sinnott, Newtown, Clonevan, and )
Michael Kirwan, Enniscorthy, be employed provided they are y W

" not at present in employment." ﬂw
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EXAMINATION BOR CLERICAL POSTS

At the meeting of Wexford County Council held on 14th |
November 1938 the following resolution was received from the |
Irish Technical Association:=- |

"That the Civil Service Commissioners, The Department ||
of Industry and Commerce, local ~Government and other i
Departments of State concerned, also Local Authorities be |
requested to amend regulations and syllabuses of their 4
l

geveral examinstions for Clerical Posts in such manner as to |

{
i

offer a reasonable opportunity to students trained in the F

Commercial Classes under the control of Voeational Commit tees (i
tv compete for and obtain these positions." |

The following resolution was adopted by the Council:- : r

"That the Irish Technical Education Association be
requested to furnish further information as regards their {
resolution re examinations for clerical posts. The befard:
County Councll do not regard the present proposal as
sufficiently clear to take action thereon and request the -
Technical Education Association to clarify the position."

Under date 2nd December, 1938, the following was read
from Mr. G. J. T. Clampett, Hon. Secretary Irish Technical
Agsgoclatlion:=-

"In reply to your letter of 30th ultimo, I have to state
in connection with the examinations for entry to the cleriedd
gservice of Local Authorities, 1t is not the wish of this L
Assoclation that the existing standard in general education |
should be lowered.

The intentlion of the resolution is to draw attention t

the position under existing procedure (see circular letter

. . VS —

69/3%6 issued by Department of Local Government and Publie
Health) whereby boys and girls attending Voeational Schools

are practically excluded from competing for Junior Clerical

—-_— -- = .

1
Posts in the service of Local Authorities, owing to the faect ||

*

that in most cases such mposts are confined to Secondary u[i
© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES |

1"
%




)

School students, or the examinatlion programme ls suitable

only for such students.

i

This Agsoclation urges that entry to the offices of
Local Authorities should be by competitive examinatlion open
to all boys and girls in the State, subject of course to

e

such local conditions conerning age, etc., as may be decided |

upon. It also suggests it is reasonable to expect Clerical

ol o -

Officers to have some knowledge of Business and Office Rou-

Wi

tine, Book-keeping and perhaps Shorthand and Typewriting,

and therefore thege subjects should be included in the
examination programme. 2

Ag you are aware the Vocational Schools are financed
and controlled to a large degree by the Local Authorities
and in many of the schools training for clerical oocupatiuns;
18 a part of the school asctivity. It is felt, therefore,
that students attending the Voecational Schools, by reason ori
their specialised training, are especlally sulted for
clerical work and at least they should be given egqual
opportunity with students from other schools. _

You will be interested to learn that at the moment the
Dublin Corporation snd the Cork County Councll have an
examination scheme which conforms very closely to the terms
of the resolution of this Assoclation. It is probable that
many other Local Authoritles also have a similar examination
scheme. .

1 sghall be happy to furnish you with any further {
information on this subject which you may require." ‘

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Miss O'idyan seconded by Mr. Murphy:-

"That the Irish Technical Association be informed the
Wexford County Counecil have found it a satisfactory
procedure to draft their own syllabuses for vacant clerical i

posts as the latter arise from time to time and they see no

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES : *H




reason to depart from this practice. The Couneil have not

arranged for any examinations under the direction of the

Local Appointment Commission for minor posts."

APPLICATION COMPENSATION ALLEGED CRIMINAL INJURY

Application for £10 compensation for injury to lavatory' |
in the Strand Hotel, Rosslare, was recelved from Mr. N. J.
Kelly, Proprietor, and referred to Mr. Elgee, County
Solicitor.

EXTENSION OF PERIOD OF OVERDRAFT

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
the Chairman seconded by Mr., McCarthy:-

"That the Minieter for Local Government and Publie
Heallh be asked to extend the period of overdraft of £35,000
from lst Jenuary 1939 to 3lst March 1939."
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The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr. Colfer seconded by Mr. Kelly:-

"That the Minutes of Finance Committee in respect of
meeting held on 9th December, 1938, be received and

considered."

DRAINAGE COMMISSION: Mr, Smyth sald there was a small
drainage area in Cshore in which there were only six or
geven tenants interested and it would not be fair to expect
them to send a representative to glve evidence before a
sitting of the Commission in Dublin and to bear the expense
of three or four deys in Dublin for the purpose. He
thought that the remedy was to have sittlings of the
Commission in each County.

Miss O'Ryan said that so far, County sittings had not
definitely been decided on, but she thought it was the
intentlion of the Commission to hold such sessions.

The Secretary suggested that the Council pass a
resolution asking the Commission to hold sittings in each
County or to send a Sub-Committee to each County to take
evidence.

On the motion of Mr. Smyth seconded by Mr. Redmond,
the following resolution was adopted:-

"That, in view of the expenditure that would be incu

by tenant farmers for drainage areas anxious to offer evi-

"dence to the Drainage Commission and many of whom are not

in a position to incur such expenditure, this County Council
invites the Dralnage Commission to arrange for sittings in
each County or, in the alternative, to appoint small sub-
committees of their body to visit each County, for the
purpose of teking evidence."

FLOODING AT TACIMSHANE IAKE: Mr. Murphy seid this was a

matter in which the responsibility certalnly lay with the
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Land Commission. Most of the members knew what caused the
flooding. It was one of the cases in which the tenants
came off much worse under the native government than under

the former government; they were 1ln a worse postlon under

ﬂ
¥
\
the Lend Commigsion than under the old rack-renting land- z
lords. In the time of the landlords, the farmers and 3
landlords paid the cost of the dralnage between them. The g
problem was urgent for the past six years in Tacumshsne and ‘
about two years ago he wrote to the Lend Commission and all _i
he got was an acknowledgment on a postecard. It was only &
when he got notice on Form 40 that the Land Commission
wanted to take up this place to divide 1t, and an Inspector
from the Land Commission came down to inspect the pleace thati
he found he was coming to divide a big area of water j
(laughter) for which he (Mr. Murphy) was payling the Land i
Commission so much & gallon. At the present time, he had
about 40 acres under water, and there were three houses
flooded to a depth of two feet. He expected they would be
flooded to a depth of geven feet before the end of the year.
About 5% square miles drained into the place, and there were
32 farmers affected by the flooding, some more and some less
than himself. Nobody could realise the loss the flooding
caugsed unless they were living in the district and he would
like some of the members to see the place. The last
Inspector they had was Mr. Scully, one of the heads of thet
Department and a tentative scheme was put forward, but
nothing had been heard of it for the last six months. That |
scheme was to put a cutting out at Ballyhealy. The
proposed work could be started at any time, and he proposed
that the County Council ask the Land Commission what they
intend to do. The proposals as to dralnage had been
hanging on for six years. W;
liiss O'Ryan said the repairs of the road at Lingstown | :
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depended on the Tacumshane drainage scheme, and the County
Council could do nothing with the road until the drainage
was done.

The Chairman suggested sending a strong protest to the
Land Commission against their inaction.

lir. Doyle said that the drailnage at Lady's Island Lake
; was in much the same position as Tacumshane.

The Chairman sald they should deal with Tacumshane
first as 1t came before the meeting from the Finance
Committee.

lir. Culleton said that Mr. Murphy was obliged to keep
a gate into his haggard barricaded because his own children
might be drowned. There are other people who have to take
the same precautlons, and some of them are cut off altogether
and they are all paying rates for water instead of for land.
The water is covering the land. No step would be too
drastic to take, if we can get them some relief from the
conditions they are under.

Mr. Doyle agreed it was the primary duty of the Land
Commission to deal with Tacumshane. There is an enormous :
amount of land flooded. The farmers affected are all j
tenant farmers, and there is no reason why the Land i
Commisslon should not do somethilng. 1
\ lir. Smyth sald he was speaking to an Inspector from the-l
. Land Commission who was in Tacumshane. In former years the
J owners of property were responsible for a certain amount of
upkeep of drainage on their farme in copjunction with their
tenants, but when the Land Commission took over the land the
tenants were more or less let down by the Land Commission in
this connection. The Land Gommissiqn wére gupposed to keep
back a certain amount of the purchase money to do this
drainage, but, in many instances, amounts in some years

previous to the sale of land by the landlord were small as ‘

| the latter kept the expenditure down to a minimum when he
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knew his estate would be taken over.

Chairmen - There would be no drainage problem only |
for the rediculous position taken up by the Land Gommiaaion.f
I think we should express our dissatisfactlon with the neg-
lect of the Land Commission in connection with Tacumshane
drainage, and say that we understand that a tentative scheme

the County Council cannot understend why it is not proceeded
with,
The following resolution was adopted on the motion of

Mr. Murphy seconded by Mr., Culleton:-
"That we express our grave dissatisfaction with the

wae proposed to obviate the flooding six monthe ago and that g
Ll
|

neglect of the Irish Lend Commission in connection with =

obviating the flooding at Tacumshane Lake. We understand 5

that a tentative scheme was drafted about six months ago and @™

in view of the plight of the tenants affected the Council
fail to understand why it has not been proceeded with.

In the opinion of the Wexford County Council the
question of the drainage of Tacumshane Lake requires special
treatment and cannot be dealt with under the Land Act of
1928."

lir. Bowe sald thet if the Lend Commission were only
going to do as much &s the old landlords did in the past,
the Council should ask them in the resolution to go further.i

After all their talk and boasting about patriotism from E

every platform there should be some improvement made and the

Land Commlssion should be prepasred to go a little further

b
{
!
|

for the improvement of agriculture than the landlords did. |
The Chairmen consldered Mr. Bowe's remarks inopportune ﬁ
at the moment. The Land Commission could inform the County
Council they were acting according to law. |
Mr, Doyle said that about 35 years ago the Government
that ruled the country at that time sent surveyors to both
Lady's Island and Tacumshane and a scheme was arranged to
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cut a canal from Tacumshane lake into Lady's Island, and
then through the low lands into Carne which would give
permanent benefit. That was why he had mentioned including
Lady's Island flooding in the Tacumshane resolution, besause
he believed the scheme put up by the British Government

englneers 30 or 35 years ago was the only effective one.

schemes.

. Mr. Murphy said that if the two lakes mere mentioned it

would delay the whole thing. "
The following resolution was adopted on the motion of i

Mr. Bowe seconded by Mr. Doyle:- {
"That the General Coune¢il of County Councils be |

L

necessity for doing something financlially for the upkeep of i

It was not carried out because of the war stopping all such ||
. requested to draw the attention of the CGovernment to the }
drainage schemes more than the old landlords did and that

the General Council of County Councils be requested to press
the Government to introduce legislation to have this propossl}
made operative." '

Mr, Murphy sald that some years ago he wrote to the

Land Commission putting before them the matter of the two
lakes mentlioned by Mr. Doyle and the Land Commission turned

it down. He had no objectlon to its being brought up again
) Any scheme that will get rid of the flooding was welcome.
Ur. Doyle - The scheme of 30 years ago was a very big

scheme and it is the only effective way to drasin the two

lakes. The fermers are put to very heavy expense every
Mareh to move thousands of tons of sand off the land.

Chairman - At the same time it is not for ue to |

suggest what way the work should be done because if we besin:

to argue with them it will give them an opportunity to delay i}

the remedy further.

) lir, Bowe's resolution was then put and passed.
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FLOODING AT FISHERSTOWN AND GREAT ISLAND: 1lir, T. Redmond

said that the tide came into a2 man's yard, into the well that f
supplied him with water. The area under water was more .
than half his farm.
Miss O'Ryan - Could they apply for re-valustion?
lir. Redmond sald that the Council had senfl recommenda-
tions and appeals from the people to the Land Commission and S
everyone they thought would be interested. Mr, O'Neill
. (Assistant Surveyor) could tell them exactly how the positim |
was down there. Two years ago part of the road was taken 4
away. L

The Secretary said he thought the opinion of the Board | &
of Works was that when they carried out any works down therg|
the tenants were to maintain them.

Mr. Redmond sald they did not carry out any works. .
Work was started about eighteen months ago, and the men
struck for ls. or 2s a week extra and the increase was
refused. The usual rate of wages - 258. - was glven. Men
on the opposite side of the river were getting 27s. a week.
The owners of the land were contributing a portion to the
cost of the re-building of the bank.

lliss O'Ryan said the point they wanted to bear in mind
was that an attempt was made to do the work, and the only
thing holding up the attempt was a dispute about wages -
that there was actually money raised to have it done, and
J the whole thing was a question of wages.

Mr. Redmond sald he thought that if the attempt to
repalr the bank was genulne, whoever allocated the money to
do it, the dispute about 2s. a week to seven or eight men
should not have stopped the work. There was another area -‘ i
the Cemblin marshes - and there was far more land involved. %.#

The tannery well was stopping the tide to-day. Two miles f

ih

of marshes were flooded. There was an attempt made to

remedy that, too. A certain amount of money was allocated, '

h“
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and the people who allocated it were told over and over agah1':
that 1t was not sufficient. If they had given £100 more
there might have been a decent Job done.

The Secretary said that what the people should do with
regard to trying to cut out rates was to write in applying
for revision and pointing out that land was under water and
no use to themn. He did not think that they wrote any
application to the Councll stating that thelr lands were
temporarily under water.

The Chalrman said it would be well to have the matter
up to date. If the tenants applied agein the Council would ;
help them. He suggested that the Council ask the Secretary -ﬁ
to write inquiring why the work was stopped and when a
re-start was golng to be made.

The Chalirman said he presumed that the commission that
was to sit would take cognisance of all thosfthings.

Mr, Culleton sald that what puzzled him was how it was
that County Wexford men were expected to work for less than
men in County Kilkenny.

Cheirmen - I don't suppose the County Council can go
into that and settle it.

lir, Wlleton - I think 1t is a matter for the County
Council. I think it 1s right for the Council to see that
County Wexford men be pald the same as other men.

Chairmen - If the Land Commission answers us, then we
may be able to discuss it. While we might be anxious to
get the men wages, it 1s not our function at present.

Mr. Culleton said the regulation was that the local
rate be paid, and everyone knew that the rate in County
Wexford was lower than in other places, but now the Countges
were grouped there was g flat rate outside Dublin.

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
the Chairman seconded by Mr. T. Redmond:-
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"That the land Commission be requested to state why the
drainage work at Banks of Rbver Barrow at Fisherstown and

Great Island was abandoned and what steps would be taken to
again proceed with this work,"

MARSHALLSTOWN IANE: Mr. Ennis, Asslistant Surveyor, sald
this was not a County road. They carried out work there
five or silx years ago under Minor Relief Scheme and he did
not think the proposal made was necessary; 1t was used by
a small number of persons only.

Mr. Lawlor said the whole side of a country used the
lane to attend Mass.

Mr, Ennis sald there were many other places more
urgently requiring attention.

The matter dropped.

‘

A

GILES CORNER: 1In reply to Mr. Keegan lir. Treanor sald that
the piece of ground on the Courtown Estate offered by Mr.
Taylor was a useless plece of land in fact the site of an
old house.

Cn the motion of Mr. O'Byrne, seconded by Mr. Keegan,
the following resolution was adopted:-

"That Mir. Taylor, as Agent for the Courtown estate, be
offered 5/- per perch for amount of land necessary to pfovlu

easement at Glles corner on Courtown-Gorey road."

On the motion of Mr. Kelly seconded by Mr. Colfer, the

following resolution was adopted:- %

"That Minutes of Finance Committee of 9th December 1ngt;
hﬁ
¥

confirmed and approved except in so far as same may have i1

as submitted to this meeting be, and the same are, hereby

been altered or amended by resolution adopted at this

meeting."
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WEXFORD BRIDGE t1

The following notice of motlon stood in the name of

Mr. Corish:-

"That, in view of the fact that Wexford Bridge is
incapable of carrying present day traffic, a new bridge be
constructed from Wexford 0Old Courthouse to Ferrybank on site _1
of former bridge." I

In moving his motion Mr. Corish saad that when the
matter was previously before the Councll he had submitted |
date and detalls showing the new bridge would cost 2§d i 18
the £ if a loan were obtalned for 35 years. Both lir. Barry;'

County Surveyor and Mr. Delap, Consulting Englneer, pointed

out to the Council that the repalrs proposed to be carried
out to the existing bridge really gave them only time for
preparation of plans etc. for a new bridge. It was against
the best interests of the town of Wexford and of the people P
living beyond the bridge along the sea-board, that they werel
dependant upon the present defective structure. The
Engineers concerned were positive that it was not possible
to put the present bridge into a condition that would bear
modern traffic. If a new bridge were erected considersbly
more than half of the ratepayers would be called upon to pay
less than £1 per year and the most of them would have to pay
a much smaller sum., Unless a bridge capable of carrying
modern traffic was provided he feared the malting industry
in Castlebridge, controlled by lMr. Nunn, would suffer very
gseriously. When the matter was under discussion previously
the Chairman of the Council (lMr. Allen) sald that if the
Wexford #arbour Scheme was out of the way the Council would
be inclihed to consider more favourably the proposal for the .
erection of a new bridge. There was no prospect of the ‘}
harbour being deweloped and as an alternative the Harbour {i:
Board were endeavouring to procure a dredger without the L'

1
help of the County Council. Seeing the financial support ;'4
1
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of 284 in the £ which the Council were prepared to give to {
the Harbour Scheme was not now required, he considered they |
should pass his resclution for a new brldge unanimously.
Even if they agreed to that to-day it would take fomror five
years before the new structure would be open for traffic.
He also pointed out that the new bridge would provide a bus
service for a large area of the country which was at present
cut off from transport facilities.

Mr. Kinsella seconded the resolution and believed the
only portion of the proposal which should be held up for
further consideration was as to the site of the new bridge.

:ény-onuﬂlllli'_

p—

Under present conditione people living on hls side of the FL
bridge were greatly handicgpped and a number of merchants }
were obtalning their supplies direct from Dublin cutting out
Wexford Wholesalers entirely. This was a Blg loss to |
Wexford. Though it was a bad time from a financial point

of view to bring forward such a motion, he had not heard any
objJectlon to it from the people of hls district.

Miss O'Ryan agreed that the new bridge was urgently
needed and from other points of view as well as that of Mr.
Nunn, who was an excellent employer. She was referring to
a much bigger interest, that of the farming community. Some
of the farmers beyond the bridge contended that they could
not grow beet and certain other crops because their transpo
facilities were handicapped by the condition of the present
bridge. Regarding the site of the new bridge, she suggested
that lir, Elgee, County Sokicitor, be asked to look into the
position of the various interests involved in connection
wlth the 0ld Courthouse end of the bridge.

The Chairman said hg did not disagree with that. It
would be a matter also for the englneers. In proposing that
slte he had in mind the advantage that direct communication
with Ferrybank Strand would be to the poor people of the touzi

in Summer.

i B
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Miss O'Ryan sald she would be delighted to see the
bridge there as it would such an addition to the town. The “ _
interests involved would be the Harbour Board, the Corpora- |
tion and the Rallway Company, and they would have to be
consulted.

In reply to lMir. Keegan, the Chalrman sald he was sure
if the Corporation had the legal power they would be prepared
to levy a special rate towards the cost of the erection of a
new bridge, but even if this were not feaslble they would be
paying at the same rate as the other ratepayers of the Gbunty.

Mr. McCarthy proposing an amendment that the matter be

adjourned for twelve months, sald the Council had Just

comnitted themselves to an expenditure of £2,600 and the .

Government would be contributing another £2,00 towards the !

repairs of the old bridge. He did not think the ratepayersf§

.
would view with satisfaction the action of the Council if |

they passed the Chalirman's motion. A new bridge would :
possibly not be required for the next ten years. Mr. Delapp
said the repaired bridge would be serviceable for five years
but they all knew how conservative engineers were in such
matters.

Mr, Doyle seconded Mr. McCarthy and said it was not a
matter of opposing the new bridge but a matter of finding
the best time to bulld it. Everyone was aware of the
extreme distress in ggriculture and the stagnation of shop-
keeping and all other business that depended on agriculture.
To pile further expense on the ratepayers at present was a X

very serious matter and as they were goling to spend £5,000 !

to make the old bridge serviceable for the next five years, N

it would be better postpone the decision to build the new I
bridge for another year. Mr. Doyle added that he regarded
the sum of £100,000 mentioned as the probakbe cost of the
new bridge as a theoretical price and said that when

engineers began to build they had a fashlon of discovering
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snags. The river current may be faster and the bottom is
not where they thought it was and while in theory the price
may be about £100,000, in practical work, 1t may go to
£135,000. All the members knew of the heavy armament l
programmes going on and the demend for bullding materials.

If they began now to buy materials for the new bridge they

would be walking into the lion's mouth as regards prices. ‘
Also they would probably get only inferlor material. ]
Poesibly, by delaying the decision to bulld the bridge for |
twelve months they would save £30,000 or £40,0C0. i 

Mr. Kinsells contended nothing would be saved as the |
Council would have to spend another £5,000 on the old bridge'ﬁ
in five years time, ’Q

lMir. Bowe supported the amendment and sald that accord g
to the Engineers the old bridge would scarcely carry a Coury@
Councillor but it was carrying heavy lorries and motor cars :
ete. He thought it should be good for another ten years.

2 By waiting people would probably be in a better position to
pay.

In reply to Mir. Keegan the Chairman said his motion
involved the immediate appointment of an engineer to prepare
Estimate for a new bridge. He did not rule out their own
engineers as he had ample confidence in the County Surveydr.

Mr. Walsh considered that before the Council took

definite action they should ascertain the result of the

proposed repairs. Carrying out these would take practica

a year which would be z reasonsble time to give the Council

to consider the matter,
Mr. Doyle contended that as there was a general feellngi |

that lorry loads would be confined by law to three tons the

present bridge, if repaired, might give satisfactory service
for a long time.

|
| Mr. Culleton said the arguments put forward against the |

erection of a new bridge were the same as in 1920 when he :
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supported a similar motion. These arguments were against
any project that might benefit the poor. It was useless to
consider anything if they decided upon waltling until mater-
1ale and labour reverted to pre-war level, as such a conditim
would never happen agin in his opinion. It was unfair for
the Council to shelve thelr responsibilities which perhaps
might be the cause of a big disaster to life later on, when |
the County Council would go to their graves 1in disgrace. He j
believed the general public were in favour of a new bridge. |
Mr. T. Redmond said that in view of the period which it

would elapse before the proposal to erect a new bridge would |
mature, they would not involve themselves very seriously by
‘ passing the Chairman's motion. A new bridge was necessary
now and it would be more necessary 1ln five years' time.
lir. Sweetman contended it would be much better to
ascertain how far the present repairs would meke the old
bridge servicable before committing themselves to any

further expenditure.

The Chairman said that everyone seemed to see the
necesslty for the new bridge. Regarding the cost of the
bridge he could see as well as anyone that some ratepayers
were unable to carry the present rates burden, but 1t was
esgential that the bridge be built within the next flve ;
yeare and in their plans for the repair of the old bridge ;
1t was obvioue that both Mr. Barry and Mr. Delap visualised
a new bridge at the end of that time. They also said that
the present bridge could never be fitted to carry present-
day traffic. The Chairman then quoted from & letter of
Mr. Delap to the Council in which he pointed out that
4-ton loads strained the bridge 50 per cent beyond the
safety point and the bridge had become very dangerous. It

was never suggested that the repairs to the present bridge

1 would make it capable of carrylng present-day traffic. So

| far as the price of materiels is concerned at the moment
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the price of steel was lower than for some time past.
Judging by the huge expenditure on re-armament there was
going to be a war in the very near future &n which event the
price of materials would be far beyond the capability of the
Council. Regarding lir. Doyle's comment about the englneer-
ing snags, he (Chairman) had more faith in engineers than
that and he would hesitate to think that this would be
incregse over the estimate of 33% per ent with the modern
methods of Judging the current of the river and sounding fmm
depth which would make it absolutely impossible that such
extras would arise. He suggested that the present time was
the most favourable for the project, because the tendency
would be that the price of steel, iron and other material
for the bridge would be dearer in the future. The time had
not arrived for the appointment of an outside englneer, but
Mr. Barry could be asked to explore the possibilities and
Mr, Elgee to ascertain the position of the interests
involved. When Mr. Barry had given then an approximate
cost an outslide engineer could be brought in. Before that
was done the Finance Committee could discuss it and the
Council could make the appointment at the proper time. He
believed that the englneers had changed from metal plates to
Scoteh fir in the old bridge repairs, because they were
satisfied they could not mske the bridge safe for medern
traffic and that they visualised a new bridge at the end of
three or four years.

The Chairmen then amended his proposition to read:-

"That, in view of the fact that Wexford Bridge 1is
incapable of carrying present-day traffic a new bridge be
constructed on a site to be agreed upon, and that Mr. Barry
and Mr. Elgee be instructed to proceed at once to investigsate
the poseibilities and cost of the project.”

After further discussion a vote was taken on Mr.

MeCarthy's amendment with the following result:-
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For: Messrs. Bowe, Doyle, Lawler, McCarthy, O'Byrne,
Michael Redmond, Ronan, Smyth, Sweetman and Walsh.- 10.

Against: lMessrs. Colfer, Culleton, Keegan, Kelly,
Kinselle, Murphy, O'Ryan, T. Redmond and the Chairman. - 9.

The Chairmen declared the amendment carried.

It was subsequently put as the substantive resolution

and passed nem. c¢con.

ROAD WORKS SCHEME
Mr. Bowe proposed and Mr. Walsh seconded the following
resolution which was adopted:-

"That allocation under Road Works Scheme as agreed to

at meeting of Wexford County Council on 14th November 1938,

J be confirmeéd as follows:-

Main Roads 31?%59

Third Class Rosads 15,899

Fourth Class Roads 5,546

Improvements lMaln Rosds 3,214

- do. County do. 1,764
Contingencles Fund and

Relief Vote 6,173

‘ £64,355. _

This means £2600 increase, necessary to cover the

County Councils portion of the repairs on Wexford Bridge." .

BANN BRIDGE, CROGHAN, ROAD NO, 79

The followlng under date 10th December 1938 was read
from lir. T. Treanor, Assistant Surveyor for the district:-

"As the result of abnormally heavy floods during and
after storme on 9th lnstant, above Bridge has been practic-
ally demolished. I made an inspection today and ag I
considered place absolutely dangerous I gave instructions

cauging this part of road to be closed to traffic and to

have watched and lighted so as to safeguard against accidnts
The whole of the bridge will have to be rebuilt. It
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is double arched, each span about 16' feet; width to outside

of parapets about 25 feet and height about ten feet."

Mr. Murphy proposed and Mr, Colfer seconded the
following resolution which was adopted:-

"Thet in view of report of Mr. Treenor, Assisteant
Surveyor under date 10th December 1938, relative to damage
to Bann Bridge, Croghan, we direct that the road leading
thereto(No. 79)be closed to public traffic and that the :
Minister for Local Government and Public Health (Roads) be

requested to issue the usual Order temporarily closing this
road, pending repeir to Bann Bridge. That as it has been
reported to the County Council that construction of
adjacent water worksg Scheme is partly responesible for
damage to the bridge, Mr. Treanor be directed to make
inquiries on this particular point."

LOAN - IMPROVEMENT WORKS ROSSLARE-CARNE PIER ROAD
On the motion of Mr. Kelly seconded by Mr. R. Doyle,

the following resolution was adopted:-
"That pursuant to letter of sanction from Minister far

Local Government and Public Health, dated 14th November,

1938, S. Loch Garman, the sum of £2,100 be borrowed from the
National Bank Ltd. for the purpose of Improvement Works on
the Rosslare-Carne Pier road, sald sum to be repald within
five years with interest at the rate of one half per cent,
under the Irish Banks!'! Rate varying subject to a minimum of

£4 per cent per annum as in sa2id letter of Sanction provided
And it is further resolved that the Seal of the Council be |
affixed to the necessary lMortgage over the rates to secure {

gaid loan."

SEALING AGREEMENT .. PATRICK CONDON

Mr. Culleton proposed and Mr., M. Redmond seconded the

following resolution which was adopted:- |
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"That the Seal of Wexford County Council be affixed to
Agreement fixing compensation to be pald to Patrick Condon
under the provisions of Workmens Compensation Act in respect
of fracture to left forearm whilst at work for the County
Council at the amount of £130, in addition to &10. 10s. for
medical expenses and £14. 1l4s. for costs."

FLOODING AT ORRISTOWN AND RATHMACKNEE

The following, signed by ten ratepayers, re above was
read:-

"We, the undersigned, would be thankful if you would
request your County Council to appoint a committee of the
local Counclillors and some of the landowners affected by the
flooding of their lands, caused, we belleve, by the cleaning
of the river through Rathmacknee.

We believe that an inspectlion and report by such a
Committee, would convince your Council that something should_
be done to abate the flooding of right-of-ways and lands
which never occurred until this work was done in the early
part of this year.

Thanking you in anticipation."

It was decided that an inspection of the flooded lands
be made by Messrs. Corish, Culleton and S. Murphy, with the
County Surveyor and Mr, Birthistle, Assistant Surveyor for
the district, and that they report to the Fimance Committee

as soon as possible.

OLD AGE PENSIONS

The following resolution from Limerick County Council

was submitted:-

"That the Executive Council be asked to introduce

legislation to amend the law so that the 0ld Age Pension be
paid at 65."

The adoption of this resolution was moved by the
Chalrman, seconded by Mr. O!'Byrne.
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Mr. McCarthy expressed the opinion that some indication

ghould be given to the Council as to how this extra money far |
01d Age Pensions would be provided. The present outlay on
0ld Age Pensions was something about £3,000,000 per annum
and in order to make it feasible to pay pensions at 65, a
very huge addition would have to be made to this allocation.
Probably three or four milliong more. There could be no
objections to providing pensions at 65 on a contributory
basis. He opposed the adoption of the resolution on
financial grounds as he had stated.

Iir. Sweetman considered the matter was one for An Dgil.

As an amendment Mr. Doyle proposed and Mr. Walsh
seconded the following:-

"In view of the fact that the resolution from Limerick |
County Council to provide 0ld Age Pensions at 65 would
entail the provision of a very large sum, we request Limerick
County Council to inform us of the financial direction in
which it is proposed to secure the amount necessary to meet
its proposal, And that further consideration of the |
resolution of Limerdeck County Council be adjourned pending
receipt of the information asked for."

On a show of hands, 1l voted in favour of lr. Doyle's

motion which the Chairman declared carrlied.

GRANTS FOR HOUSING

With reference to resolution of County Council asking
the Minister for Local Government and Public Health to
extend the period for which State Grants for Housing will
be available the Department of Local Government and Public :

Health wrote under date 22nd November 1938 (H.10419-5-1938-

Loch Garman) that the matter was receiving attention.

AoAgeen Ty [P5T
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