


The County Surveyor submitted the following letter 

from Michael Kearns, Ballycrystal, Temple shambo, under date 

21st March, 1938, relative to Contract for Road No. 244 and 

which had been forwarded to the County Surveyor from the 

Department of Local Government and Public Health (Roads) 

for his observations:-

HI tendered for a contract for the upkeep of a road 
Enniscorthy meeting on the 15th day of February, for the 
sum of £42: 0: Od. Mr. Barry, the County Surveyor, 
handed this Contract over to a Blue sh~rt because I had 
no influence, as being a supporter of the Government. 
This contract was handed to this Blue shirt for the 
handsome sum of £47: 10: Od from me at £42: 0: Od. Have 
your Board any say in the matter, so if you can give me 
any redress I would be very much obliged to you for the 
same and help a supporter of the Government." 

The County Surveyor said that in the first instanee, 

he absolutely repudiated any suggestion that he would be 

influenced by personality or by any colour. The ·only 

matter by which he was influenced was in regard to whether 

a man was fit or willing to do the work. In this particu-

lar case, Mr. EnniS, Assistant Surveyor, objected to Kearns 

as being a bad contractor. He (County Surveyor) had 

looked up the records, and found that he had a contract 

on that same road from 1932 to 1935, and every single 

quarter of the period he was behind and he had various 

sums of money stopped. For the three subsequent years, 

Farrell, who had the contract now, though he did not get 

his pay in full every quarter, the amounts that were held 

back were small. The other man - Kearns - would have been 

in court if they had been in a position to get some other 

one to do the work. 

Chairman - I think the Tenders Committee were 

satisfied that this man should not get the work. 

Mr. Walsh - He has the remedy in his own hands. 

All he bas to do, according to himself, is become a Blue­

shirt and he will get the Job. 
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Mr. Coriah said he bad been Chairman of meeting of 

Wexford Tenders Committee, and, after the statement of Mr. 

Culleton he ruled the discussion out of order and said the 

matter should be brought before the County Council. As 

regards the remarks concerning the Railways they should 

remember what the position was when the Government took 

over office about five years ago, when the Railways were 

in a wretched way. The action of the Government was the 

means of keeping on a large number of men who would have, 

otherwise, beein unemployed. The shareholders ( a number 

of whom were not in very affluent circumstances) were not 

"getting any dividen4. They should not forget when the 

Transport Bill was brought in, it provided that lorries, 

the property of the Railway, should, in certain areas, be 

used to feed the Railways. He would be very sorry that 

anything should be done to interfere with the Railway 

lorries. The Railways were paying reasonable wages to 

their lorry drivers and this could not be said for all 

private lorry owners. 

After discussion, the following resolution was adopted 

on the motion of Mr. Corish seconded by the Chairman:-

"That, in the opinion of this CounCil, the Railway 

Company should pay Road Tax in respect of their transport 

vehicles used in the rexford service to Wexford County 

Council. " 

Mr. Kelly proposed and Mr. Colfer seconded the 

following resolution which was adopted:-

"That the Minutes of the various Tenders Committee 

meetings in Gorey, Enniscorthy, New Ross and Wexford, as 

submitted to this meeting, be and the same are hereby 

confirmed and approved." 
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ANCIENT MONUMENTS LOCAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE 

The following Minutes of Ancient Monuments Local 

Advisory Committee in respedt of meeting held on 1st 

April 1938, were submitted:-
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A .eeting of the County Wexford Ancient Monuments 

Local Advisory Committee was held in County Council Chamber " 

County Hall, Wexford, on 1st pril, 1938. 

Present:- Very Rev. CanDn Cloney, P'. P • (Chairman) 

presiding; also, Rev. P. ·urphy, P.P., and Miss Kathleen 

A. Bro\me. 

The Secretary to the County Council was also in 

attendance. 

Letter was received from r. E. R. Richards Orpen, 

regretting he was unable to attend the meeting. 

VOTES OF COl DmLENCE 

Miss Browne proposed a vote o~ condolence to the 

Clergy of the Diocese on the death of His Lordship, 'ost 

Reverend Dr. Codd, Bishop of Ferns. liss Browne said that 

the late Bishop took a deep interest in the history and 

antiquities of the County. He was Patron of the local 

Historical Society while it existed, and member of the 

Society of Antiquaries. She was now able to say thst the 

plaque to the memory of the mother of the poet, Tom lIoore, 

which was inserted in the front wall of the house in 

Cornmarket, Wexford, in 1hich she was born, was put up at 

the expense of His Lordship, who requested that no reference 

should be made to the matter during his lifetime. The 

Ancient onuments Local Advisory Committee voiced the 

opinion of the whole community in their expression of 

regret at Dr. Coddls death. 

Rev. P. Murphy, P.P., seconded. 

The vote was passed in the usual way. 

On the motion of the Chairman, seconded by Miss 

Browne, a vote of condolence was adopted to Rev. Mark 

OtByrne, P.P., Ballindaggin, in the death of his brother, 

Rev. T. OtByrne, P.P., Piercestown, a valued member of the 

~cient Monuments Local Adrtsory Committee. 
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NEW MEMBER 

The Committee recommended the appointment, as successor 

to the late Rev. T. o'Byrne, P.P., of Rev. Joseph Ranson, 

C.C., Enniscorthy, on the motion of iss Browne, seconded 

by Rev. P. ,urphy, P. P. 

PRESERVATION OF ANCIENT ONUMENTS 

The Committee desire to return their best thanks to 

the County Council for allocating £150 for the repair and 

preservation of the ancient and historiOal monuments of the 

County. The taking over of three of these, viz., Clon-

mines, Ferrycarrig, and Mountgarrett Castle, ~~s considered 

by the meeting. 

In connection with Clonmines, letter from the Depart­

ment of Local Government and public Health to the County 

Board of Health, under date 1st October, 1937 (Jo.P.H. 

7918l-Loch Garman a) stated that the Board of Health are 

owners of the buildings and are empowered by Section 12 of 

the National ~onuments Act 1930, to maintain them, and the 

Local Authority under Section 3(3) of the Act to strike n 

rate for the expenses of repair. 

The meeting, after considerable discussion, decided 

make a beginning of their practical work by taking steps 

for the preservation of the ruins of Clonmines, and, for 

this purpose, it vms decided that the three members present 

should make an inspection on 6th April 1938, and, as a 

result, present a report as to what they believed was 

necessary for preservation. 

The meeting wish to point out it v!ould not be possible 

to make any recommendation for any extensive repairs for 

any old buildings end believe that if they can, with the 

least outlay, preserve what are considered the most impor­

tant of the Ancient 10numents of the Cou ty it will be as 

fer as they can be expected to go. 

- --- -

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



• 

• 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion 

of Col. Quin, seconded by Mr. O'Byrne:-

"That the Minutes of Ancient Monuments Local Advisory 

Committee in respect of meeting held on 1st April 1938, 

and as submitted to this meeting, be and the same are 

hereby confirmed and approved. II 

On the motion of the Chairman, seconded by Mr. 

O'Byrne, the following resolution was adopted:-

"That, as recommend d by Ancient Monuments Local 

Advisory Committee, Rev. J . Ranson, C.C., Enniscorthy, be 

appointed member of this Committee, vice Rev. T. O'Byrne, 

P. P., deceased." 

FI~NG VACANCY COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

Mr. McCarthy moved and Mr. Day seconded the following 

resolution, which was adopted:-

"That, in accordance with Notice of Motion already 

served by Mr. McCarthy, Mr. Raymond Doyle, Merchant and 

Farmer, Broadway, be co-opted a member of this County 

Council, vice Mr. Peter Doyle, Ballyharty, Bridgetown, 

whose appointment as County Councillor in succession to 

the late Col. Gibbon, was ruled to be invalid.' 

BALLINDAGGIN WATER SuPPLY 

The following motion, which was circulated to the 

members of the County Council on the 26th February, 1938, 

stood in the name of Councillor James Lawlor:-

"I hereby give notive of my intention to move at the 

meeting of Wexford County Council to be held on 11th April 

1938 in County Council Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, that 

the said Council consents to the borrowing by County 

Wexford Board of Health and Public Assistance of £720 

(Seven Hundred and Twenty Pounds) for the purpose of pro­

viding a Water Supply for the village of Ballindagg1n." 
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In moving his motion, Mr. Lawlor said that the matter 

of provision of this water supply bad been before the 

Board of Health for quite a long time. It would benefit 

20 families, and at least nine or ten would be prepared 

to take in the water. They expected to receive from the 

Government a third of the total cost and on this basis, the 

redemption of the loan would be £78 per annum. If the 

nine or ten people who stated they would take in a supply 

carried out their promises the redemption would, of course, 

be still less. 

Mr. Kelly seconded. 

Mr. Bowe said he was not against the proposal, but 

there were other villages to his mind which required Just 

as much attention as Ballindaggin. There was Rathnure, 

for instance, and in Boladurragh not a drop of water could 

be obtained for months. 

The Chairman said the water supply for Rathnure was 

under consideration by the Board of Health. 

Miss OIRyan (Chairman of the County Health Board) , 

pOinted out that Rathnure would not be forgotten. There 

were only four families living in that village. The 

present policy of the Board of Health was not only to 

erect houses but also to instal water and sewerage systems 

in their villages. This was necessary if they were to 

keep in step with modern progress. Ballindaggin was an 

important village with a Church and School and a number of 

houses. When the bigger villages were furnished with 

sewerage and water systems Rathnure and all the other 

secondary villages would be considered. 

~w . Bowe said the Board of Education were erecting a 

new school in Kiltealy where there was 130 pupils, and he 

considered before any new building of that description was 

proceeded with, some co-operation should be made between 

the Board of Health and Board of Education so that the 
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school would be erected within a convenient distance of 

the water supply. 

Mr. Corish agreed and pointed out that the new school 

which was being erected in Oylegate was not within conven­

ient reach of water supply and the Board of Health found 

it was not possible to bring it into their sewerage scheme 

as the fall of ground was the wrong way. This was a very 

serious state of affairs and could have been avoided if 

there had been a consultation by the Board of Health and 

the Board of Education in the first instance. 

Col. Q,uin said that it did not appear to be an 

economic proposition to proceed with the proposal for 

Ballindaggin if only half of the number of families 

affected were prepared to take in the water supply. 

In reply, the Chairman said, of course, people who 

were unable to pay for water supply to their houses were 

entitled to a public supply from the Board of Health. 

The motion was then adopted. 

Mr. Bowe proposed and Mr. Corish seconded the follow­

ing resolution which was adopted:-

'That the attention of the Office of Public Works be 

called to the necessity, when this body is about to erect 

a school or any other public building in the County, for 

co-operation between them and the Board of Health so that 

water supply and sewerage sys'tem could be installed at the 

minimum It cost" . It 

RENOVATION AND IMPROVEMENT - COUNTY HOME ) ENNISCORTHY 

The following notice of motion, circulated to the 

members of the County Council on the 9th March, 1938, 

stood in the name of Miss OfRyan:-

II hereby give notice ot my intention to move at the 

meeting of Wexford County Council to be held on 11th April, 

1938, in County Council Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, that 
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the said Counyil consents to the borrowing by County 

Wexford Board of Health of £3,000 (Three Thousand Pounds) 

for the purpose of carrying out renovation and improvement 

work at the County Home, Enniscortby." 

In moving this motion, Miss O'R¥an said that the 

repayment of the loan would be £440 per annum, practically 

equivalent to td in the £ and, of course, the instalments 

would be reduced annually. The expenditure was absolutely 

unavoidable. 

Col. Quin, in seconding, said that in his opinion, not ' 

a farthing of this money would be wasted and in fact, if 

the amount were ten times what was proposed he would 

support it. 

The motion was then put and passed without dissent. 

RESIGNATION OF MR. CULLIMORE, COUNTY COUNCILLOR 

The following, under date 22nd March 1938, was read 

from Mr. William Cullimore, County CounCillor, Pearse 

Street, Wexford:-

II regret having to ask you to place my resignation 

before the County Council. Owing to indifferent health 

and other private reasons, I find it impossible to give the 

attention to public duties which they require. 

Please convey to the Chairman and the Members, my 

regret at having to sever an association which was pleasant 

and harmonious.-

The following resolution was adopted on the motion 

of Col. Quin seconded by Mr. M. Redmond:-

'That the resignation of Mr. William Cullimore as 

County Councillor, be accepted with .great regret and that 

the necessary steps be taken to fill the vacancy thus 

created at the meeting of County Council on 9th May 1938.' 
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Amount 
of Rates 

out-
standing. 

Percen-
tage of 
Warrant. 

• 

REPORT OF AUDITOR - COUNTY COUNCIL ACCOUNTS 

The following report of Auditor of Local Government 

and Public Health under date 3rd February 1938 (A.6583/ 

1938) was read:-

II beg to report that .I have audited the Accounts of 
the Wexford County Council, including the County L1br.~ry 
Committee, for the half-year ended 30th September, 1937, 
and for the preceding five half-years. Certified copies 
of the Abstracts are forwarded herewith. 

Following is a comparative table of the rates made 
the three financial years 1935/36; 1936/37; and 1937/38. for 

In r esi>ect 
.. 
" 

of Roads 
County SerVices 
Poor Relief 
Health District 1 
Charges including 
expenses under 
labourers Acts. 

1935/36 1936/37 1937/38 
s. d. s. d. s. d. 
2. 6t 2. 3t 2 7 
2. ~t 2. l~ 2:11t 
3· at 3· l~ 3. 2 

1. 1. 5i 

2..:.--1i 10. 2 

It will be observed that the rate remained nearly 
station'rY over these three years and that the slight 
increase which did occur in 1937/38 was spread over the 
four services included. In each of the three years an 
amount .of Id in the £ was included under Health District 
Charges with a view to a contribution as provided in Sectlcn 
2 of the Public Health (Special Expenses) Act, 1931. A 
portion of this allocation is not required by the Board of 
Health and I am informed by the County Secretary that a 
credit for the unused portion will be given to the Health 
District in the Estimate for 1938/39. 

The table below shows the amount of rates outstanding, 
with the percentage of the relative warrant at the close of 
each of the half-years indicated. 

Half-year ended 

30/9/1935 31/3/1936 39.19/1936 31/3/1937 30/91.1931 

£. s. d £. s. d. £. s. d. £. s. d. £. s. d. 
98790.13.11 39529·4.7 93636•15.10 36870.18.2 99267.0.5 

85·3 34·1 81.6 32.1 78.6 

The percentage of uncollected rates at 31/3/1937, was 
2.0~ lower than at the corresponding previous year and 
similarly the amounts outstanding at the close of the 
September half-years showed a tendency to decline. 

The amounts now due to the County Council from the 
Urban Districts are:-
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Enniscrothy 
New Ross 
Wexford 

£. 
2,497. 

854· 
6,738. 

s. d. 
19. 2 
11. 8 
15· 9. 

The amount due by New Ross represents one quarter of 
the current year's Demand; the amount due by Enniscorthy 
two quarters approximately; and the amount due by Wexford 
three quarters of the current year's Demand and one quarter 
of the Demand for 1936/37. . . 

The total loans made to borrowers under the Small 
Dwellings Acquisition Acts as at 30th September, 1937, 
amounted to £17,517. 12 •. O. The instalments unpaid by 
borrowers at the same date amounted to £249. 6. 1, but 
included in this amount are arrears which in a few cases 
cover an extended period, and legal action is desirable in 
these cases failing some immediate improvement. 

Mortgases to the Council in respect of 4wellings 
erected by borrowers under the Small Dwellings Acquisition 
Acts, bind the borrowers to 'effect fire insurances in the 
Joint names of the borrower and the County Council up to 
the amount advanced as a minimum. 

The County Council having considered the possibility 
of a borrower failing to renew the insurance at due date 
have thought it advisable to duplicate this insurance and 
have effected a general policy up to the total amount 
advanced, for which they pay an annual premium of £12. lOs. 

The Commissioners of Public Works agreed to make a 
Grant to the Council of £230 for improvement works at 
Ballyhack Harbour, on condition that the County Council 
contributed a sum of £114. The County Council accepted 
this proposal and expenditure amounting to £344 on this 
scheme was incurred between October, 1936 and September 
1937. 

The Contractor who carried out the sewerage works at 
Rosslare for the Wexford Board of Health was obliged under 
the terms of his contract to restore the public road where 
opened, but the County Counotl undertook to carry out the 
restoration work themselves agreeing with the Contractor 
that he should pay them a sum of £200. The Council have 
made a claim on the Cont~ctor for this amount. 

In the March, 1936, half-year the Council made a 
special grant of £60 to the Library Committee to enable 
them to continue the services of an additional temporary 
assistant. 

All Insurance renewal premiums have been paid to date~ 

The Secretary stated that as regards the duplication 

of Insurance policies under Small Dwellings Acquisition 

Acts the Finance Committee had given the matter very close 

consideration and believed it essential that the County 

Council should have protection against any delay or neglect 

of the tenants in regard to insurance of the buildings. 

He read the following letter from the Branch Manager of the 
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Union Insurance Society (Ltd), 55 Dawson Street, Dublin, 

to explain the reason which actuated the Finance Committee 

to ~ove in the matter:-

"We beg to advise you that though we duly made appli­

cation to Mrs. Pender for payment of the premium for the 

renewal of the above Policy which became due on the 17th 

January last we have not yet reeeivedher remittance. It 

is essential if the property is to be covered, the premium 

for the renewal of the insurance should be paid at once, 

and we trust, therefore, you can arrange for remittance to 

be sent us immediately. The piicy covered the building 

of the private dwellinghouse situated at Blackstoops, 

Enniscorthy, in the sum of £250." 

The meeting approved of the action of the Finance 

Committee. 

The Secretary stated that the £200 due by the 

Contractor who carried out the sewerage works at Rosslare 

had been paid. 

AUDIT ACCOUNTS OF ENNISCORTHY DISTRICT MENTAL HOSPITAL 

Under date 21st February 1938, the Department of Local 

Government and Public Health forwarded letter (No. A.4187-

78) copy of report of their Auditor n his audit of the 

accounts of the above Institution in r espect of half year 

ended 30th September 1937. 

It was decided to refer the matter to the Committee 

of lIanagement. 

MAIN ROAD UPKEEP GRANT 

Under date 25th February 1938 the Department of Local 

Government and Public Health (Roads) v~ote (RGM/201/38) 

that a grant of £11918 had been provisionally allocated 

for the upkeep of main roads in the County for the year 

1938-39, this amount being 4O~ of £29797 the sum passed by 

the Council for the upkeep of the main roads. 
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MACHINERY OVERSEER AND PERMANENT STAFF OF THE COUNCIL 

Under date 11th February 1938 the Department of Local 

Government and Public Health (Roads) wrote (R/RM/32) that 

the Minister had sanctioned the proposal of the County 

Council to place Mr. William Murphy, Overseer, on the 

permanent staff of the Council. 

GRANTS URBAN ROADS 

The Secretary said that no letter had yet come to 

hand from New Ross Urban District as to whether they would 

avail of the Government Grant of £2795 by putting up a 
• 

local contribution from revenue of £385. 

Mr. T. Redmond said the matter would be discussed that 

evening by the Finanoe Committee of New Ross Urban Counoil. 

He (Mr. Redmond) saw by the Press the Chairman had raised 

the point that these Unemployment Grants should be given 

without compelling the local bodies to provide a sum which 

imposed a very heavy burden on ratepayers. 

The County Surveyor said that, in his opinion, there 

would be justification for a looal contribution if the 

Local Authority was allowed to procure through loan the 

necessary amount. But, to have to find the total amount 

in one year did not appear to be eqUitable. 

The Chairman said there was a possibility there might 

be an alteration as to the local contribution, but 

not apply to the present year if it was adopted. 

EMPLOYMENT SCHEMES (ROADS RURAL) 1938/39 

Under date 8th Maroh, 1938, the Department of Local 

Government and Public Health (Roads) wrote RU /205/4, statirg 

it was proposed to allocate grants for road and footpath 

works for rural areas during the forthcoming financial 

year. The grant provisionally determined for allocation 

to Wexford County Council was £5,000, subject to local 

contribution of £1750 towards works estimated to cost 
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£6,750. The usual conditio~attached to this Grant. 

The Secretary stated that the Council would be able 

to provide the local contribQt10n of £1750 out of revenue. 

ROAD IMPROVEMENT GRANT 1937/38 

Under date 9th March 1938, the Department ot Local 

Government and PubliC Health (Roads) (SGQ/32) wrote stat1ng 

that the Minister had approved of Road Improvement Grant 

of £13,500 under the terms of his letter SGQ/201, 13th 

November 1937. 

GOREY SEWERAGE SCHEME 

Under date 9th April, 1938, the Department of Local 

Government and PuHlic Health wrote p.H.4838/4/38 Loch 

Garman (Pd) forward1ng copy of Sealed Order fixing the 

Area of Charge for the expenses of providing a aewerage 

system and maintaining same at Gorey on the County Health 

District of Wexford as ex1sted on the date of the Order. 

REMOVAL OF BEACH MATERIAL 

Under date 2nd April, 1938, the Department of Industry 

and Commerce (Transport and Marine Branch) wrote (M.S.5110) 

as follows:-

"I am directed by the Minister for Industry and Com­

merce to state that on investigation of a compla1nt concer­

ning removals of beach material from 

the townlands of Ballyhealy South and Ringbaun, near Kilmoll9 
• 

Co. Wexford, he has learned that large quant1ties ot the 

material removed have been sold to your Council for use 

for road works. 

The Minister is informed that removals at this placa 

are likely to result in injury to the adjoining lands and 

it is feared that the removals, if cont1nued, would be 

followed by breaches in the sea embankment with resultant 

encroachment of the sea. Arrangements have, therefore, 
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been made to serve Prohibitory Notices under section 7 of 

the Foreshore Act, 1933 on the persons engaged in removals . 

As a further preventive measure, I am to request that 

your Council will, as it did in a similar case at Black­

water, make the necessary arrangement with the County 

Surveyor to ensure that beach material from the foreshore 

in question will not, in future, be accepted for any of 

their road or other works. The Council's co-operation in 

this way will be much appreciated, as the continuance of 

the removals would apparently be indefensible in the 

circumstances. 

I aay add for the information of your Council that the 

removal of materials from State foreshore is not allowed 

except under licence from the Minister." 

The County Surveyor stated that, in view of the pro­

posal to serve Prohibitory Notices under Section 7 of the 

Foreshore Act, 1933, persons engaged in removing beach 

material from the townlands referred to in the letter of 

the Department of Industry and Commerce including, includ­

ing, of course, the County Council, could not draw any more 

material of this description from the foreshore indicated. 

Mr. Day believed that the removal of material from 

the beaches referred to was not the cause of any erosion 

and he regarded it as a hardship on people who had been in 

the habit of taking away this material for their own use. 

The prohibition should not apply to them. 

After discussion, the following resolution was 

adopted on the motion of Mr. Corish seconded by Mr. Day:-

'That, as regards the proposal of the Department of 

Industry & Commerce (Transport and Marine Branoh) to issue 

Prohibitory Notices relative to the removal of material 

from the beaches at Ballyhealy South and Ringbaun, this 

Council is of opinion that permission should be given to 

persons who have been in the habit of securing material 
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from these foreshores and who require same for use on their 

holdings or in connection with the erection of buildings 

on same." 

REPRESENTATIVE OF COUNTY COUNCIL ON IRISH PUBLIC 
BODIES MUTUAL INSURANCES LTD. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. T. Redmond seconded by Mr. M. Redmond:-

IThat Miss O'Ryan be re-appointed as Representative 

of Wexford County Council to attend and vote at General 

meetings of the Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd. 

and to exercise every other right and power incidental to 

such membership." 

Subsequently, Miss O'Ryan stated she had been already 

appointed to represent the County Board of Health and 

proposed the appointment of Mr. John P. Kelly. 

This was seconded by Mr. Culleton and agreed to. 

MEETING GENERAL COUNCIL COUNTY COUNCILS 

Notification was received from the Secretary to above 

that the next meeting of the County Councils' General 

Council would be held during Spring Show Week - May 3rd to 

7th. Notice of any matters which the Council desire to 

have placed on agenda should be furnished by Friday, 22nd 

April. 

Referred to Finance Committee. 

LORRIES CROSSING NEW ROSS BRIDGE 

Mr. Walsh said that New Ross Bridge was being repaired 

and only one line of traffic could now cross it. Big 

lorries were racing over it at a tremendous pace. The 

bridge was built sixty years ago, and was not suitable for 

heavy traffic. There was a notice on it prohibiting 

traffic crossing at more than three miles an hour. There 

would be serious trouble and heavy expenditure to the 

County Council unless they prevented heavy lorries speedtng 
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on it. He also asked that something be done to safeguard 

traffic on the approaches to the town from Cherry's Road, 

Ely Walks and Xnockmullen, which were becoming slippery. 

The County Surveyor said he checked the speed of 

lorries across the bridge, but as the drivers were respon­

sible for the speed he could do nothing as he could not 

hold up the drivers. 

Chairman - You told us in connection with the 

Wexford bridge, that you had 

Traffic Act. 

redress under the Road 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. Walsh seconded by Mr. T. Redmond:-

"That the County Surveyor in conjunction with the 

County Solic~r issue the necessary notices under the 

provisions of the Road Traffic Act 1933 which will ensure 

that all mechanically propelled vehicles will cross the 
Ni.w~ 
~Bridge at a reasonable speed and that said vehicles shall 

not exceed an "all-in" weight considered by the County 

Surveyor essential to secure the stability of the struc~~ 

DIFFERENT RATES OF PAY FOR QUARRY woruc 

Mr. Corish, referring to work in Brownswood quarry, 

said he knew the Council had not much control over the 

matter, but his information was that there were two gangs 

of men there doing the same kind of work, and that the 

members of one gang were paid 4s. a day, and the others 

5s. a day. He had taken the matter up with the County 

Surveyor, and had received a letter from him. Having 

read the letter, which was to the effect that the gangs 

were working at the provision of material for different 

schemes, and that one of them waS working in connection 

with minor employment schemes, Mr. Corish said he could 

see the County Surveyor's position in a general way, but 

he thought that when those minor relief schemes were dis-

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



oussed in the Dail from time to time the Parliamentary 

Seoretary laid it down very definitely that the work for 

whioh 24s. a week was to be paid was to be work analogous 

to that of agrioultural labourers. He (Mr. Corish) 

suggested that having two gangs working opposite eaoh other 

at different rates of pay on work analogous to County 

Counoil work, led to disoontent. He thought that when 

men were doing the same kind of work the Counoil ought to 

make speoial representations to the Minister oonoerned with 

a view to seouring that the men would be paid the same rate I 

of wages. It was laid down that 4s. a day was to be paid 

to men doing work analogous to that of a farm labourer. 

The County Surveyor said that in regard to the que~ 

of farm work, of oourse, Minor Relief workers were employed 

in the quarry. If the Counoil were to employ their own 

men it would mean less wages for relief workers. If, for 

instance, he had to spend £50 out of £100 on material, and 

if he employed the Counoil's men to get that material, it 

would mea9f50 from the relief. He personally thought that 

one scale of wages for one gang, and another scale for 

another, was wrong. He would prefer to have them all 

getting 5s. 

Mr. Corish asked the County Surveyor to make speoial 

representations to the Department to the effeot that men 

doing the same kind of work in the same quarry get the same 

wages. 

The Chairman said he thought the County Surveyor would 

be Justified in paying the same rate. 

Seoretary - If he makes those representations to the 

Minister the point will be oleared up. 

Mr. Corish- Without making formal representations 

couldn't you say that the Counoil are of opinion that this 

~oney should be paid - not to ask permission, so to sp,ak. 

Mr. Corish l s suggestion was adopted and the County 
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Surveyor was instructed to communicate with the Office of 

Public Works on the lines mentioned by him. 

APPLICATION INCREASED WAGES 

The follo\ung application, atiressed to the County 

Surveyor, was submitted:-

·We, the undermentioned employees on Rock Drilling 

Plant, hereby apply for increase in our wages owing to 

increase in cost of living and the responsibility of our 

work, also to keep clean and in proper order our machines, 

we have to work during our dinner hour, and after hours, 

therefore, we feel we are entitled to an increase. 

We respectfully ask your Council for increase of 

15/- per week, and trust our application will be favourably 

considered. 
(Signed) Thomas Stafford,Ballyhine,Bar~ 

Patrick Doyle, Clobamon, Ferns. 

John Kinsella, Killown, Kyle. 

Nicholas Carroll, KilloWIl, Kyle." 

It was stated that the applicants received weekly 

wages of £3 each. 

The County Surveyor said it was not really the fact 

that the men had to work during their dinner hour. There 

might be a few minutes of the dinner period utilised by 

them in looking after the machinery, but this was not 

compulsory. As for the statement that they worked "after 

hours" they were paid at the rate of time and a quarter for 

overtime. He (County Surveyor) admitted that the men were 

compelled to work hard and he would have no objection to 

see them receiving an increase in their wages if the Council 

agreed. 

Mr. Colfer gave the following notice of motion:-

"That the application of the four County Council 

employees engaged on Rock Drilling plant for an increase of 

15/- per week in their remuneration be favourably considered 
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at the meeting of the Wexford County Council on 9th May, 

1938." 

WORK AT KILTREA QUARRY 

The following, under date 6th March 1938, was read 

from Jeremiah Freeman, Ballyhyland, Killanne, on behalf of 

the unemployed men of Kiltrea quarry:-

"On behalf of the unemployed in the Kiltrea area" I 

am requested to ask you to receive a deputation for hand 

breaking of stones at Kiltrea quarry. ' A large number of 

men were employed there before, and the work was discon­

tinued. ido not know for what reason, and it provided. 

much needed employment for a large nQmber of persons. 

The deputation will be at the County Hall about 12 

0' clock." 

The following statement was read from Mr. Ennis, 

Assistant Surveyor:-

(1) This quarry supplies stone to Sections 10 and l~ 

We work it with the regular staff baJl/nl from these sections. 

These men get reasonably constant work and some of them 

work also in Cherryorchard quarry. 

(2) We formerly broke stones in this quarry by hand. 

I found, however, that the hand-broken stones were too 
~ 

co~se for the roads, specially since motor traffic has so 

much increased. We now break with the breaker. This 

gives a much better grade of stone for the road, and also 

chips for tar-work. 

chips. 

We never can have enough of these 

(3) We get about 600 cubic yards per year out of 

this quarry. Breaking 50 cubic yards per day at £3 the 

cost of the machinery would be 1/2 per cubic yard or £35 

per year. Taking the wages of the engine men into ~unt 

the actual machine cost would be under £30. The cost of 

the 600 yards would be about £200. Consequently, the 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



labour-content of the cost of the stones 1s not very much 

changed by the fact of breaking by machine. We do not 

carry out any machine-drilling or heavy blasting in this 

quarry." 

Daniel Brien, Kiltrea, came before the meeting and 

said the other members of the deputation were unable 'to 

attend. He had been working in the quarry at Kiltrea at 

hand-breaking stones for thirteen years, and this year the 

work was discontinued. Except for a couple of months, he 

generally got a year's work every year, along with four or 

five more men. They were idle this year. 

Mr. Kelly - Are there stones to be broken there now? 

Mr. »rien - Yes. About 800 yards. 

County Surveyor - I had men engaged there on a Minor 

Relief Scheme and I thought they were the men who were 

applying for the work now, and if they got it it would 

mean ousting our regular staff. 

Mr. Corish - Are they going to get any employment 

in the quarry this year? 

Mr. Ennis - These men did not work 1n that quarry 

for me this four years. We really have only work for our 

own 60uncil men in the quarry. For every 60 yards that 

we put on bye-roads te ears ago, we can only put 45 yards 

now. These men were never regular employees of the 

Council. While the road was be1ng steam rolled a lot of 

extra men were brought into the quarry, but that is seven 

or eight years ago. 

Mr. Keegan said he would like to find out where they 

were. Mr. Brien had said they worked ten months a year 

for thirteen years unt11 last year and Mr. Ennis said they 

had not worked there for four years. There was some 

confusion. 

Mr. Ennis - You can only take my word for it. 

Mr. Kelly - Is it four years since you worked in 
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Mr. Brien - It would be twelve months next May. We 

were sent out to Rathfylane to patch the road owing to 
we 

shortness of quarry work and/were not called back. There 

were Aidan Martin, Freeman and two others. 

Mr. Bowe - Aidan Martin was in the Board of Health 

sandpits last year and not in the quarry. 

definitely the case. 

That is 

Mr. Brien said the names of the men were Aidan Martin, 

Jerh. Freeman, Paddy Buckley, William Cooper and himself. 

County Surveyor - Four men working for twelve months 

would bad-break three times the material we get out of that 

quarry. 

Mr. Kelly - Is it cheaper to break by hand or by 

machinery? . 

Mr. Ennis - Cheaper out and out by machinery. You 

may take it we won't break stones in that quarry any more 

by hand. 

It was deCided, on the proposal of the Chairman, that 

the matter be referred to the Finance Committee for further 

investigation. 

BALLYBRO ROAD (ROSSLAREl. 

Mr. Culleton asked what position was the County 

Surveyor in about doing anything to improve the road from 

Ballybro, or further over nearer to Rosslare. There were 

complaints coming from all quarters about that road. It 

had been explained to him that the road was cut to pieces . 

The County Surveyor said they would do the best they 

could with the small money they had, but a few weeks ago 

he was over that spot with Mr. Birthistle (Assistant 

Surveyor), and he had to say that unless it had cut to 

pieces in the interval, it was not cut then. It was a 

bad road. The traffic on it was equivalent to main road 

traffic. It was bad, but not exceptionally bad. 
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Mr. Culleton said that the road would really want to 

be rolled. 

The County Surveyor said the only way they could get 

a grant on that road would be as a tourist road. It was 

used by lorries, and used extensively in the Summer. 

Mr. Corish said he would raise the matter at the next 

meeting of the Tourist Association. 

It was decided, on the motion of Mr. Culleton, second­

ed by Miss OtRyan that the County Surveyor bring the matter 

to the attention of the Tourist Association to apply to the , 

Government for a Tourist road Grant, as the road in quest1cn 

was but a short distance from Rosslare strand, a very 

popular seaside resort. 

TINACREE QUARRY 

The following resolution was submitted from Mr. R. J. 

Hughes, Hon. Secretary, Kilmuckridge Fianna Fail Club:- ' 

"That the Council be asked to put the Tinacree Road, 

leading to the quarry, there, in proper repair, so as to 

give carters a chance to get up stones to the main road 

without any trouble. And further that all roads be done 

in the district out of this quarry. 

commence at once." 

That the work should 

The following under date 6th April, 1938, was read 

from Mr. M. Doyle, Hon. Secretary, Irish Labour Party 

Branch, Kilmuckridge, Gorey, on the same subject:-

"At a meeting of the Kilmuckridge branch of the I.L.P. 

held on March, the 29th, a resolution was unanimously 

passed asking the County Council to restart work in Tinna­

cree quarry and repair lane leading thereto, as this lane 

is in a very bad state of repair and the people living in 

Tinnacree and Dundrum find great difficulty getting in and 

out of their places. This resolution also asks the 

Council to complete the work on Kilmuckridge Street by 
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surfacing it. These works would relieve the unemployed 

in this district which is badly needed." 

Mr. Treanor, Assistant Surveyor, said that at present 

there was 500 or 600 cubic yards of material in Tinacree 

and which so far, he had not been able to utilise. 

The County Surveyor said if they required to re-open 

the quarry he would repair the lane. 

BALLYMONEY (GOREY) ROAD 

In reply to the Chairman the County Surveyor said that 

there was a very bad section on Ballymoney (Gorey) Road. 

He had inspected the place but would go there again. 

The Chairman said the position was serious and the 

County Council had the responsibility. 

BALLYMURRIN VILLAGE STREETS 

The County Surveyor, in reply to Mr. Corish, said that 

Ballymurrin streets had not been included in the Scheme for 

the improvement of village streets. He had seen the pla.ce 

recently and he did not think the streets were particularly 

bad. The road leading from Ballymurrin to Enniscorthy was 

in poor condition. 

REPAIR OF GOREY ROADWAY 

Referring to a roadway in Gorey as not having been 

properly repaired after excavations, Col. Quin said it 

should be put in order. 

Mr. Keegan said the Health Board was responsible. 

Mr. Treanor, Assistant Surveyor, said there were 

trenches made by the Contractor for the sewerage scheme for 

the Health Board. He was negotiating with the Contractor 

in regard to l getting the repair work done. 

APPROACHES TO VINEGAR HILL, ENNISCORTHX 

The County Surveyor said he had been notified that the 

Government were providing a grant of £175 for repair of lane 
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and approaches to Vinegar Hill Windmill. 

COMPLAINT BY WORK~!! 

Mr. Corish submitted the fo,llowing letter which he had 

received from Edward Anglim, Saltmills, as to haulage ot 

material:-

"I beg to ask you if you could do anything for me as 
there is a grant Job started Just at my door, and I have 
a horse and cart. I applied to the Surveyor tor a job; 
he told me there was no cart wanting for a tew days. He 
now has three farmers carting at thi s job, one of them has 
40 acres of land and the other does mason work along with 
his farm and he has men employed himself. I am a labourer 
living in a Labourer's Cottage. My mother is an invalid. 
I will be obliged if you would speak to Mr. O'Neill, the 
Surveyor, to know why does he employ farmers before labour­
ers. I have not worked for the past ten months as the 
farmers around here won't pay the high wages now. I applied 
for the dole, but got nothing yet. It 

Mr. O'Neill, Assistant Surveyor, gave an explanation 

but it was decided on the motion of the Chairman, seconded 

by Mr. Culleton that Mr. OINeill should submit a written 

~tatement in the matter to the Finance Committee meeting 

on 14th April, 1938. 

ACCIDENT TO WORKMAN 

Mr. Corish brought before the meeting the case ot a 

County Council worker - Patrick Mahony, Clonard, Wexford -

who sustained an accident through a motor car when proceed-

ing to his work close to 8 O'clock a.m. The Insurance 

Company bad turned down the claim for compensation in this 

case. The County Surveyor should make further representa-

tions to them. 

The County Surveyor said he would do this though he 

was afraid they would not agree to the payment. Mahony 

had been in his (County Surveyor's) office and had been 

promised re-employment when he was f i t which was about all 

he (County Surveyor) could do. In reply to further 

representations already made he had a letter from the 

Insurance Company again turning down the claim. It 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



appeared that a man could not obtain benefit until he had 

actually started work. In the case of a sanger who was 

injured after working hours the claim was allowed as it was 

considered he should be more or less on duty watching out 

for the condition of the road. But, it he.d not been found 

possible to get this principle applied to an ordinary road 

worker. 

On the motion of Mr. Corish seconded by M!ss O'Ryan 

it was deCided that County Surveyor again communicate with 

the Insurance Company. 

CAHORE PIER 

The following under date 6th April 1938 was read from 

Mr. Philip Crowe, Ballygarrett, Clonevan, Gorey, as to 

extension of pier:-

"I am directed by my branch to write the Council and 

ask what has become of the scheme concerning the extension 

of Cahore pier. It is hoped by this branch that the 

Council will speed it up and try and start the work as soon 

as possible, as it would be a great help to the fishermen 

of Cahore and also it would give much needed employment. I 

enclose a list of the unemployed of the Cahore and Bally-

garrett Districts. I wish you to read this letter at 

Council meeting of the 11th instant." 

The County Surveyor said that as regards improvement 

of this pier he bad had a letter from the Office of Works 

on 9th instant in which they stated they required further 

particulars as to the amount of unskilled labour the work 

would entail. He also had an interview in Dublin with 

the officials of the Public Works Department when they 

raised the question as to the small amount of unemployment 

in the area according to the Government records. The list 

given with the letter of Mr. Crowe appeared to upset the 

Government figures. He would do what he could in making 
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out a case as to the unskilled labour content in the 

district and would report further to the Council in the 

matter. 

WEXFORD AND NEW CEMENT FACTORY 

Mr. Culleton said the County Council, as the premier 

body of the County should do everything possible to secure 

the third Cement Factory for Wexford County, and if possible 

for Drinagh~t which centre the manufacture of cement had 

been successtully carried on for years. 
-' 

following:-

He proposed the 

"That the Minister for Industry and Commerce and 

Cement ~td. be requested to favourably consider the claims 

of Wexford Coijnty for the establishment of the Third Cement 

Factory with special regard to Drinagh where ~ cement 

factory had been in existence for years." 

Miss 0lRyan, in seconding the resolution, said it 

would have the hearty support of everyone in the County. 

The proposal was unanimously adopted. 

POISONS AND PHARMACY ACT (1908) LICENCES 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion 

of Mr. O'Byrne, seconded by Mr. Kelly:-

"That Licences under Poisons and Pharmacy Act 1908 be 

issued as follows:-

~: Doyle Patrick, (Buttle Bros., Enniscorthy) Blackwate~ 

Kehoe Joseph, Blackwater. 

Kehoe Owen, Raheenduff, Oulart. 

O'Dwyer Simon R., Ballygow, Bannow. 

Civic Guards wrote they have no objection to these. 

Renewal: Lennon Denis, Bunclody. 

EASTER COMMEMORATION COMMITTEE 

Mr. George Molloy, Hon. Secretary to above, wrote 

asking the County Council to take part in the Easter Sunday 
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Commemoration Ceremony to Crosstown Cemetery on 17th April 

1938. Procession would assemble at Crescent Quay at 

2.30 p.m. 

The Chairman said that any member who wished could 

take part in the demonstration. 

RESOLUTIONS 

MENTAL HOSPITAL PATIENTS - GOVERNMENT GRANT-IN-AID: Reso-

lutions as to increasing this Grant were received from 

Sligo District Mental Hospital and from Enniscorthy DistrWt 

Mental Hospital Committees. Resolution from the latter 

which is as follows was adopted on the motion of Mr. 

0 1 Byrne, seconded by Mr. Corish:-

"That, with the view to the General Council of County 

Councils appointing a deputation to wait on the Minister 

for Local Government, the Ccunty Council be asked to bring 

under the notice of the General Council of County Councils 

the urgent necessity, in the interests of the ratepaying 

community, there is of increasing the Government Grant-in­

Aid towards the maintenance of Mental Patients to a sum 

equal to half the cost of maintenance as this was the 

relative amount of relief given when the Grant in question 

was instituted." 

ANTI-PART,ITIONIST RESOLUTION: The following resolution 

was adopted on the motion of Miss O'Ryan seconded by A~. 

Redmond:- "That we approve of the resolution adopted at 

the United Convention of the Anti-Partitionists for the 

ConSituencies of South Armagh, South Down and Mourne, held 

at Newry on the 28th February last, protesting aaainst the . 

partition of Ireland." 

ROAD MAINTENANCE: Under date 16th March letter was 

received from Cork County Council stating it was understood 

the Minister for Local Government and Public 
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summoning a Conference of County Surveyors for the purpose 

of hearing their views on the incidence of road costs as 

between the State and Local Authorities. As Cork County 

Council considered that as the County Councils generally 

were more interested in the financial side of road costs 

than the County Surveyors, the Minister should be requested 

to permit a deputation from the General Council of County 

Councils to attend the proposed Conference, for the purpose 

of making further representations relative to the allocation 

of the cost of road maintenance as between Local and 

Central Authorities. 

On the suggestion of the Chairman it was decided to 

take no action on this resolution. 

UNITED NATIONAL LEASEHOLDERS' ORGANISATION: On the motion 

of Mr. Corish seconded by Mr. Kelly, the following resolu­

tion was adopted:-

"That this County Council approves of the provisions 

outlined in the Leaseholders new Bill presented to the 

Dail and would be glad ~f same were passed into law." 
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