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MEETING. 4th OCTOBER, 1921. 

A meeting of the Wexford County Council was held in the Town 

Hall, Wexford, on 4th October 19?1. 

Present:- Mr. J.R. Etchingham (Chairman) presiding 

Also present:- Messrs. R. Corish, E. Foley, COOso occCarthy, J. 

Cummins"; and Sean"u s Doyle. 

The Acting Se crete.ry 1Jlias in a.ttendanoe. 

Loan from An De,1l. 

The Aoting Seoretary reported that he 'he.d reoeived rl"'ros:1t 

reoeipt for £4416. o. 9 from the Local Government Department. It 

had been lodged in the National Bfl,nl<, in the name s of the three 

trustees Inentioned mn tbe reoeipto 

The Aoting SecretarJT further sta.t~d that the rational Bank 

would " oontribute, as arranged ,;i th the Looal Government Department, 

£4,400 on loan to the Cou'1ctl. 

It was deoided that the surn of £4416 . 00 9 be left in a speOial 

acoount as a reserve for tohe present. 

pa.yments to Publi~ Bodies. 

On the motion of Mr. Foley, seoonded by Mr. Corish, it was 

decided that the following su~s be paid to the subsidiary bodies:-

Ennisoorthy Mental Hospital Cowrr,ittee 

Enniscorthy Union 

Gorey Union 

New Ross Union 

Wexford Union 

Gorey R.D. Council 

(Signed) 

£3,000 

1,000 

1,000 

2,000 

2,000 

300 

£ , 9,300 

Presitfi.ing Chairman 

Dated this day of 19 
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MEETING. 4th OCTOBER 1921. 

Amalgamation Conference. 

A Meeting of the Conference re Union Amalga~ation was held in 

the Town Hall, Wexford on the 4th October 1921. 

Present:- ~:fr. J.R. Etchingham, rn'esiding, 8.1so:-

Messrs. Seume.s Do~rle M.C.C. C. McCarthy M. C. C., E.P. H101e~', Me C. C. 

R. Corish:M. c. C., J. Cummtns M. Co Co, D. Whelan, 1~i ss 0 'Ryan and 

D. 0 'Sulltvs.n, Clerk (three Repre sentative s from Wexford Union) 

Jal"'"'es 1)oyle, ':horr:as Stokes and John J, Farming, Clerk (three 

Representatives of Gorey Uhion) Thonas Mc '~arthy, M. Maher and Aidan 

A. Connolly, Clerk (three Repre sentative s of Enniscorthy Union). 

No Represent~tives of New RoSS Union attended. 

Mrs. Keating. Miss IJister and Dt. Kelly, Inspectors of tl1e 

Local ~overnnent Depar~~ent and Mr. T.A. Frizelle, the Acti~g 

Secretary of the CountJi Council were in attendance. 

The Clerk of the lIe'll RosS Union wrote th8.t his Board were not 

sending any delego,tes to the Conference. The Meeting of the 

Guardians he had called to consider the matter was small and 

unrepresentative, and the Guardians decided to adjourn the matter . 

The following letter under date 12th October 1921, from the 

'Government was read:-

"The Local Government Department have under consideration the 

W~xford Scheme of Amalgamation of Unions. 

The Scheme for)'ed doe s not appear to justi fy the heavy 

establishment charges which naturally result from keeping on the 

four unions. District Hospitals will undoubtedly form 

of spe cial legislation under normal conditions, and the 

institutions which have been in use heretofore would not lend 

themselves to a forward poliCy in this respect. The Department, 

therefDre, can only consider the question in the light of a 

centralised Scheme of County Hospital and County Home, leaving 

over for the present a Scheme for Cottage and District Hospitals". 

A letter was read from Archdeacon Latham, up to recently 

Protestant Reotor of Wexford, in which he e~ressed the hope that 

the Union Hospitals would be abolished ~nd an up-to-date County 
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Hospi ta·l esta.blished. 

Circular No. 52, under date 27th Sep tember 1921, was Tend from 

the Local Government Department . 

The following letter, u nde r date 30th Se pte f'1b er 1921, was read 

from the Clerk, Gore y Board of G'ruardis.ns:-

"In reply t o y our letter, a specjally ' convened meeting of the 

Board of Guardians was held to-da.y at ' vil ieh the Dail Inspector VIas 

present, to consider ·the question of AmalgaT'f1ation. It was decided 

th8.t the q,uestion of A,""algarrati.on of the Gorey Rospite,l. w1t.h the 

other Hospitals in the County, be postponed f'or tVTelve months. 

At tre same time, it Vias agr·eed to send two dele 'c.ates to County 

Counctl Conference, on Tuesday next, viz:- Messrs. James Doyle and 

Thomas Stokes. I will be in . a ttendance myself also". 

Mrs. Keating, Inspector, pointed out that the Gorey Board of 

Guardians, by sending delegates to the Conference, aad bound them; 

s elves (as pointed out in Circular 52) to agree to the ruring of 

the majority of the Conference in the matter. 

Mr. J. Curmnins proposed the establisbment. of a County Hospital . 

Mr . C. MoCarthy seconded. 

As an addendum, Miss Ryan proposed and Mr . T. McCarthy seconded 

the following:-

"That the four Union Hospitals be abolished. That a County 

Hospital he established at Wexford for the General medical needs 

of the County. That we respectfully request the Local 

Government Department to sanction the establ tlhment of a small 

Cottage Hospital at Gorey, the present fever hospital there to be 

utilised for the purpose. 

We recommend the County Council to arrange with the Management 

of the Hollghton Hospital, New Ross for the treatment of urgent 

cases fro New Ross and District". Passed unanimously . 

Publ~c Health COmMittee. 

On the motion o.f Miss a'Ryan, seconied by the Cha1rman the 

following resolution was adopted:-

"That the Local Government Department be requested to sanction 

the constitution of the proposed Public Health Committee as follows : 
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county Councillors 8 

Chairman R.D . Councils 4 

! epreaentatives of Town Councils of 

Enniscorth~' f~nd ~~ew Ross (1 Poach) 2 

Corporation of Wexford (The Mayor 
and one other) 

Commissioners of Gorey 

Persons nominated by the County 
Council 

Representativpq o~ Tnsurance 

Corr.mittee 

Representatives of present 

Board of Guardians 

Representatives of County Medical 

Association 

2 

1 

4 

3 

4 

2 

38n 

It was decided that a meeting of the Public Health Committee 

be ca.lled as soon as the constitution of sa~" e had been approved by 

the Local Governr:en t Departrrent to arrange the det~ils and working 

of the Scheme . 

--------00000---------

(S igned ) 

Presiding Chairman 

Dated this day of 19 
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M~~TINGt 12th OCTOBER, 1921. 

A Meeting of the Wexford County Council was held in the Town 

Hall, Wexford, on 12th October 1921. 

Present:- Mr. Sean Etchingham (Chairman) pr·esidjng, ~ther nembers: -

Messrs. P. Buckley, M., Byrne, James Bi,rrrLe, fir. Clo.ri.e,y, c. Culleton, 

J. CUf.1rn:t.ns, R. Corish, M., Doyle, Seamus Doyle; Edward Foley,' Jame s 

Hall; 'M, Hughes, D. Kavanagh, Sil'YJ.on Kehoe, John Murphy, C, McCar-thy , 

Patrick O' Byrne, J.Jo o ' Byrne, (Cushinstown) J . J. O' Byrne (Ballyduff) 

J. Pender', Jarres Shannon. 

The Acting Secretary and the Count~r &:rveyor were in attendance. 

The minutes of le.st meeting were read and confirmed. 

AC1:nowledgment. 

On the motion of the Cbair"'l!=m the following was ordered to be 

inserted on the minutes : -

"Mrs,. Ryan and Family, Tort'coole, rr'1ghmon, gratefully aCknowledge 

your Council ' s kind expressions of sympathy with them in their recent 

sad bereavement and Hish pgrticularly to thank them for the beautif'v.l 

wreath " • 

Mr . J. B~'rne moved the following of which he l:w,d gjven 

previous notice : -

"That the appointment on September 20th of Colle ctor for 

Division No . 21, comprising the E.D ' s o~ Ballyhack, Re,throe, 

Templetown, Fethard and Killesk, be decl~red invalid on the ground 

that canvassing had been carried on in favour of successflll 

The notice was, as required by the Standirg Orders, signed by 

, , seven members of the Council. 

Mr . Cloney seconded. 

A discussion took place as to what exactly @~~Stltvted 

canvassing and whether it included canvassing amongst members of the 

Council. 

As an amendment Mr . Corish proposed, and Mr . J . J . O' Byrne 

(Ballyduff) seconded:-

"That in view of the uncertainty prev~iling in tpe minds of the 

members of the Cou~cil as to the interpretation of the resolution of 
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the Council as regards canva.ssing, Mro Bernard Cleary be allowed to 

retain without prejudice his position as Fate Collector for Noo 

21 Collectton District to which he was appointed at the last I'J'1eeting 

of the Counci 1. That it be clearly understood that, as rega.rds 

futUre appointrents, disqulE.ificat on under' tht head {rill inclllde 

canvassing amongst members o..f' the Council, but, at the sae 

it be lawful for me r1bers to make a state!l'i.ent as regr"rds the 

any candidate when the question of the appointment is being 

considered. 

A show o..f' hanus "'a :; taken when eleven voted for the amendl'fent 

and six agai~st. 

The Che.ir""an deClared the a"'end'181t pa ', sed, and jt v7as then put 

as th.e substantbre motion and carried llnani Tlously. 

yn1versity Scholarship Scheme. 

Under date 5th october 1921 the following letter was rea.d from 

Sean S. Travers, Jervis Street, Hospital, Dubljn:-

" I beg to apply for an extension of the CounCil's SCholarship 

granted me DY your Council in 1917. I am beginning ~~y fifth 

(final) ~Tear of medicine and have passed f.ll my examinations to 

date. I will not be eligible to sit for my final e::;:amjnation until 

this ti "e next year when I will have completed my five years ' course. 

Last year your CounCil was kind enough to grant me an extensi on 

for my fourth year. 1: w~uld feel gra.teful if they could also 

see their vmy to e"llow me the extension for the i~lCO "'" i~g year in 

view of the high prices that preva'il and especially since the 

University fees have been tv/ice raised juring the past two years . 

I VIould be much obliged if you could have this applioation 

" brought before 'Tour Council meeting on the 12th instant . 

On the motion of Mr . Corish, seconded by Mr . J . J . a ' Byrne, 

consideration of the application was adjourned to next meeting, the 

means of ~v'r. Travers to be inquired into by local CounCillors, and 

a statement r~garding Sim e to be sub!"'i t-(Jed by them to said meeting. 

Under date 2~th Septe~ber 1921, t~e following letter was read 

from Miss Julia Doyle, Traciestown, Cleariestown:-

"At the next meeting of the County CounCil w1ll you kinGly put 

for'Nard an application for the eLtension of Y'ly Scholarship for 
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Year, to enable me to take out If1y Diplor'a in Higher Education, and 

to do a course of research dork in Che1ristry. In order to obtain 

a post in I:r~nand and to be recognised as a fully ql\e,lified teacher it 

is' necessary to have my DiplOPla in teaching. '~he B. Sc. degree 

exa~ination is no~ over and I passed with 1st class honours. I 

hope the County rouncil wjll oonsider my applicat.jon at their next 

meeting." 

Mr. Sea111US Doyle 'proposed and Mr. Foley seconctod:-

"That the application of Jiss Julia Doyle, Traciestown, 

Cl~ar1estown, ~or an extension o~ her Scholarship for another year 

be agreed to". 

As an arrendment, Mr. Doyle proposed and Mr. Kehoe seconded:-

"That the application be refused". 

A shoVT of Mllfl§ Wf}t§ tt:l!k~n. VI en eleven voted for the amendment 

and e ight agaiI).~t. , . 

The Chairman declared tl~e 8J'1endme!lt carried end it was then put 

as the substantive motion and passed unanimously. 

Under date 27th September 1921, the following letter was read 

from Miss Ellen To Kehoe, Loreto Hall, Dublin:-

"I wish to apply fDr an extension of my. County Council . 

Soholarship for the coming academic year in order to taKe out ~y 

Higher Diploma in Education whioh is a post-Graduate Oourse of one 

year and which students must obtain before being fully qualified 

as Seoondary Teachers in Ireland. 

I am at present sitting for the B.A. Honours examination and, 

if necessary, I shall have the results forwarded to you as soon as 

they are known. 

"Hoping the Council will see their way to grant my appl ication". 

Mr.o ?eamus Doyle proposed and Mr . McCarthy seconded:-

"That the application of '11ss Ellen T. Kehoe for extension of 

Scholarship for the coming academic year be agreed to" • 

As an amendment Mr . M. Doyle proposed and Mr. Kehoe seconded:

"That the applioation be refused". 

A show of bands was taken when twelve voted for the amendment 

and seven against. 

The Chairman declared the amendment carried, and it was then 
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put as the substantive motion and passed unaniPlously. 

On the motion of the Cha.irrnan, it Vias decided t at, in future 

applications for extension of Scholarshj.ps be consider-ed by the r1ember ' 

of the Coun cil on the Schol'lrs .ip Committee. 

Under date 9th Octo'1;er 1921, the followj.ng letter was read fT ,m 

Mr. N. ~cGrath, Georges Street, Gorey:

"I re spe ctfully aSK you to consider t.he 8,uc1rding of the Universi t 

Scholarship to T'1y son, ThOf'1as V .. McGrath for this reason. ,. The 

case is exceptions.1, his t,ge 1Nj11 nrohibi t him for competin.Q' next 

~Tear, and I assure you it would be a great hardship imposed by 

withholding it, the one chance of his lifetime~ 

He bas pas',"'ed all the sulJjects required and I may say it was 

a difficult t.hing to concentrA.te his mind on his studies with wrlat 

raids VIe Vle~e subject to hy Crown Forces during the past year, often 

four times in t\Tenty ~our '11ours, 

I am enclosi~g a letter fron his teacher. 

give this sppli6ation your due consideration". 

tIoping you will 

No order e.s the TT'Etter W8.S de ci led at a previou,s meeting of 

the Council. 

On the motion of Mr. J.J. O'Byrne (Cu shiYlstol'Vn ) seconded by ~ . .f-r'. 

McCarthy, the followinc resolution was adopted:

"Tha t the following be A.ppointed a Scholar ship Corn,..,i ttee to 

drA.ft next year 's University Scholar3hip Sche"'1e:-

Messrs. Seamus Doyle, E. Foley, M. Doyle, R. Corish, C. Culleton 

and the Chairman (Mr. Sean R. Etchinghcam ) with two representatives 

fro"11 the Gael i c League, two rep:re sen ta tl-.re s fron the National School 

Teachers. Association and t~iO representatives fron' the Christian 

Brothers. 

Appointrnnnt of Rate Colleotor. 

For the position of Rate Collect):r for No. 15 Collection 

District, 9,pplications were received froP1 the following:

Patrick Fitzpatrick, Kilt~aly. Fn~iscortby . 

Michael McGrath, 1farket Square, Go:rey. 

Michael Mol loy, J@Pnstown, Arklow. 

Robert Kinsella, Tal thomas, Ferns. 

Martin McGrath, Spike Island. 
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Luke Smith, Raheenaskea, Oulart. 

Daniel McDonald, ~ilmuckridge, Gorey. 

All the candidates were in attendance except Martin McGrath, who 

is at present interned in Spike Island. 

An exa!1'1ina tion in Iri. sh was held wi t h the following resul t--

Michael McGrath 97 per cent 

1,Uchael ~lo11oy 92 per cent 

Daniel McDonald 55 per cent 

Patrick H'1_t7.-N~,t,r'; c1" 53 per cent 

Luke Srrith 27 per cent 

Robert Kinsella 14 per cent 

An examination in English and Arithmetic was held with the 

follo\Ji[ing result:-

Michael McGrath 94 per cent 

Michael Molloy 56 per cent 

patrick Fitzpatrick 65 per cent 

Luke Smith 34 per cent 

D. McDonald 30 per cent 

Robert Kinsella 9 per cent 

Mr. Buckley proposed and Mr. Shannon seconded:-

"That no candidate be dis~ualir1e~ through his failure to obtain 

a sufficient percentage of marks in Irish, as all of those on the 

" 

list had obtained some marks in this subject". 

As an amendment, Mr. Foley proposed and Mr. McCarthy seconded: 

"That candidates not obtaining 33 and 1/3rd per cent of marks 

in Irish be excluded from the list of qualified candidates". 

A poll was taken with the folloWing result:-

for the amend~ent:-

Messrs . J. Byrne, S. Kehoe, Seamus Doyle .. l{cCartby, Foley, J.J. 

o 'Byrne (Cushinstown) D. Kavanaeh and the Chairrran.-
6. 

Against:-

Messrs. Hall, Culleton .. Shannon, Buckley, Pender, P. O'Byrne, M. 

Doyle, J.J. O'Byrne (Ballyduff) Cummins, Clone~T, Murphy, Corish 

and Hughes.- 13· 

The Chairman declared the ame!'ldment lost, and thA original 

~otion was then put and passed nem con. 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



387 

/ As regards the exarrination in Enelish and Arithretic Mr. Cloney 

proposed and Mr. S. Doyle seconded:-

"That candidates not obtajning 33 and 1/3rd per cent of marks 

in the English and Arithmetic Examination be excluded from the list 

of qualified candidates". 

As an amendment, Mr. Pender proposed, and Mr. Bu~kldy cleconded--

"That all the candidates be in(;luded in the list of those eligibl 

I, for the appointment. 
r 

Af"tpr discussion, Mr. Pender w'ith the perMission of the fneeting, 

withdrew his motion, and Mr. Cloney's motion was then put to the 

meeting and carried. 

The Chairr"an stated that, in his opinion, 1.Jartin 'McGrath waS 

fully qualified in Irish, English and Ari tr..metic, and it was agreed 

that his name should be included in the list of qualified candjdates. 

Mr. McCarthy proposed and Mr. M. Doyle seconded the appointMent 

of Mr. Luke Smith. 

Mr. SeaMus Doyle proposed and Mr. J.,J. O'Byrne (Ballyduff) . 
se conded the appointT"'ent of/fro P. Fi tzpatri ck. 

l I one of th.e other candidates was proposed, but the Chairman 

stated that any rr:erY'ber v·. ro \1/1 shed, could vote fot any of t.he 
. 

qualified candidates, viz:-

Michael McGrath, 

• 
Michael molloy, 

Patrick Fitzpatrick, 

Luke Smith, 

Martin McGrath. 

A poll was taken with the following result:-

. , For Fitzpatrick: Messrs. M. Byrne, Culleton, Shannon, BUCkley, 

Pender, P. O'Byrne, Cummins, Seamus Doyle, Kehoe, J.J .. O'Byrne, 

(Ballyduff) Hughes, Murphy, Corish and the Chajrman.- 14. 

For S~tthl Messrs. Hall, J. Byrne, • Doyle, Cloncy, McCarthy, 

Foley, j.J. O'Byrne (Cushinstovm) and Kavanagh.- 6. 

None of the other cal'\.didates received any vote. 

The Chairna~ declared Mr. Fitzpatrick elected and Mr. F1tzpatri 

suitably returned thanks. 

The following is the applioation of the suocessful ca.ndidate:-
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"In reply to the Advertise~ent in this week~s Echo, I beg to 

tender to you and throu gh you to the Weyford County Council rny 

application for the position of Poor Rate Collector for No. 15 

Collection District. 

As requested I wjll attend the 'TIeeting on october 12th when 

applications will be c onsider~d". 

At the concll s5 on of the hu sine ss of t h.e meeting tv70 plen carne 

before the Council and stated tht.y \'ished t.o 01""~1f>ct to t'''e [l,fpointment 

of Mr . Fitzpe.trick on the ground that canvassing had talren place in 

conne ct10n . -i th his appointment. 
, 

The Chairman stated that the matter could only be raised at 

the n-ext Pleeti ng of the Council 8,''1 d, if the;! had proof of the ir 

statePlent, it would be considered by the CO'J.llci.l at the next L'!e et ing. 

Internees. 

On the motion of ~·~r . :vf . R;,rrne, seconded by Er . Seamus Doyle, the 

"That An Dail be requested to have negotiations l,1ith t'-le British 

Government suspended and their plenipotentiaries withdravm, until 

the internees have heen released". 

Sche~e of Union Amalgamation. 

On the rrotion of Mr . Seamus Doyle, seconded by Mr . FoleJ, the 

scherre of Union Amalganation. as agreed to at t.he Conferer..ce, held 

on 4th October, 1921 was approvedo 

PubliC Healtb Comnittee. 

On tbe motion of ¥r. Corish, seconded by the Chairman, t~e 

following were appointed representatives of t~e rounty Council on 

the Public Health Committee:-

Messrs. M. Cloney, J.J. O'Byrne (Cushinstown) James Shannon, D. 

Kavanagh, John Pender, J.J. O'Byrne (Ballyduff) E. Foley, and C. 

Culleton, being two from each County Ele ctoral Area. 

Inspectors ,of Food & Drugs. 

On the motion of tre Cha,irrr'an, Messrs. ~oley, Kavane,e;h, Corish 

and Mccarthy were appointed a Committee to draft terms cf appointment 

of Inspectcrs of FOOQ & Drugs. 
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Electors & Jurors' Lists. 

On tbe motion of the Chairman seconded by mr. M. Doyle, the 

following resolution was adopt8d:-

"That the Secretary, at p!'est;nt illt31'ned in SlJike Islail-l, ue ,lJo..J.u. 

as conpensatj.on the tV'" ount he \iOuld have received if the preparation 

of the Ele ctors & Jurors ' Lists had not been suspended" . 

Holding of Inquests. 

TT-rre .... ~Rte 6th 0ctoher 1921, the follovling \laS read fror1 the 

Local Govern~ent Depart~ent:-

"The ,linh:tr y for Local C'rovernment have been informed by the 

Minister for Hore Affa irs that he has had u~der consideration the 

question of holding inquiries into the cause of death ~'iher,q the 

circur'1.sta.nces connected t 'Ler~', 'ith appear to reqllire investigation, 

that he has now given instru ctions to the Local Republican -Police to 

consul t with the Coroner in all such caSe s, and, if he considers an 

inquest necessary, to take the customary steps to summon a jury and 

arrange a time and place for holding the inquest. The Ministry 

request that the Councils concerned will i'1.struct the Coroners 

employed by them to co-operate in these arrangenents" . 

On the motion of Mr . Byrne seconded by Mr . Foley the following 

resolution was adopted:-

"That a copy of order, l.nder date 6tb October 1921, frOM the 

Local Government Department, regarding the holding of inquests he 

forwarded to the two Coroners for the County and that they be 

instructed to comply with the directions of the Local Gover!lP'1ent 

Department It. 

On the motion of Mr. McCarthy, seconded by !ir. Corish, the 

, , 
following resolution was adopted:-

"That the Local Governr'lpnt Department be requested to advise 

the Council as to what steps they should take in t hp case of Mr . 

J.J. Roche, Corone r for South Wexford, wh.o has retained his J.~. 

ship although directed to resign same by the COUity Council" . 

Administrative Co~ittee. 

Under date 7th October 1921 the following letter was read from 

the Department of Home Affairs:-

"As you knoW' it is our intention to set up in each County and 
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County Borough a Local "Administrative Commit.tee" as a local Cabinet 

to represent the National Cabinet. 

It is intended that i he Committee should be commissioned by the 

National Cabinet and composed, to start with, of:-

(1) ' Representative of the Minister for Home Affairs who shall be 

Chairman, with a whole-time officer e.s paid Se cretary to , 

the Committee. 

(2) Representative of the Minister for Local Gover~~ent 

And if po s sible 

(3) representative of the Minister for Economies 

(4) representative of the Minister for Education. 

The members of the Dail -ror each Administrative Area are eligible 

for selection in above and will, in ~y case, be entitled ex-officio 

to be present and to vote on the Com..mi ttee. The first appointments 

will be for a probationary period of six months. The names on 

list attached are being considered by the Cabinet. 

We are desirous of securing opinions as to the general suitabilit 

of the persons named for the respective posts from:-

(a) The Local panel of T.D's. 

(b) Divisional and Brigade. Corrunandantso 

(c) The Local County Council • . 

I am accordingly submitting tbem to you for your criticism and 

suggestions. 

The matter is urgent and we cannot wait a reply longer than 

October 17th. 

Names Suggested for Administrative Committees. 

Province 

Leinster 

County or 
County Borough 

Wexford 

Resident Members 
of Dail Eireann 

Dr. Ryan 

s. Doyle 

R. Corish 

MeMbers of Coun~y 
& Borough Councils 
& Others 

Ed. Foley 

On the motion of the Chairman, the following resolution was 

adopted:-

"That the Minister for Home Affairs be notified that the Wexford 

County C~xncil approve of the following for appointment on Local 

Administrative Committee as a local Cabinet to represent the © WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 
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National Cabinet:-

Dr. Ryan, Messrs. S. Doyle, R. Corish and E. Foley. 

County Hall. 

Under date loth October 1921, the foll.owing letter was read from 

Mr. R. W. Elgee, Solicitor to the County Council:-

"I have had an interview with the Brigades Lands Officer as to thi 

and he wants to know will the CoUncil accept payment of the rent of 

the premises nOll, and Ipave the ~estion of the payment of the 

compensation for disturbance over, until such time as tp.e Military 

are 8,bout to iTacate the premises". 

On the motion of Mr. Corish, seconded by Mr. Cloney, the 

following resolution was adopted:-

"That the claim be registered with An Da~l for the amount of 

compensation demanded by the County Council in respect of disturbance 

,from the County Hall". 

General Cattle Diseases Fund. 

On the motion of the Chairman it was decided that the question 

of the payment by the Council of £411. 5. · 1~2 to the General Cattle 

Diseases. Fund be referred to An Dn.il. 

All Ireland Industrial Confer~nce. 

The Chairman (Mr. Sean R. Etchingham) and Mr. JoJ. O'Byrne 

~~shinstown) were appointed delegates from the County Council to the 

All Ireland Industrial Conference to be held in Dublin on 19th and 

20th October 1921. 

Boundary Fence - Ballymurray Quarry. 
---------------------

The following report was read from the County S rveyor:-

"The Committee appointed by the Count,y Council to deal with thi s 

matter were 'summoned for the 30th September at Ballymurray. Mr. 

Kavanagh M.C.Co -was in attendance but Mr. Simon Keroe, M.C.C. was 

not ahie to b,.~ present. The County Surveyor and Road Contractors, 

Me ssrs. JOs~p'h Hyland, Mi chae 1 CUllen and Jame s Doyle ~vere al so in 

attendance. Mr. Sinnott, in reGard to whose boundeJry fence the 

Committee werp t.o enquire, was present, as well a,s Miss Kavanagh, th 

owner of the porti8tl @f the quarry under the dire ct control of the 

county Council. The COY'1mittee '."las of opinion thst the cause of 
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capt. jJaher's complaint was e'1.tirely outs-mde the responsibility of 

the County Counc:H, and should he dealt with dj re ctly between capt. 

Maher and the Cot?-tractor, Je,r"e s Keating vlho worl(f~d that sf de of t .1e 

y'lA.~rr'y. 

In regard to ~~1iss Kavanagh ' s complaint of thE' gB,pS in the fence 

hetween'the two portions of the qus,!'ry . it vms de cided t h.a t the se 

gaps srlould be a.t once built up, and arrangements Vlere made that 

Mr. Michael Cullen, the Contr8ct nr, ¥TI)'l"l'i~g V-e quarry do the ,lork 

for the su~ of £1. :tiss Kavanagh further depanded that the ~:orl<ing 

face of t 1-).e quarry l")etv-feen her portion and capt . Maher should be 

fenced, but this would be a nractical impossibility while work 

would -be carried on, but as an al ternative Mi S8 Kavanagh offered to 

sell to the County Council the whole 0 '::- her uarry, givinh also a 

dunping ground an . a roadrlay in. Ah, asked £100 for this, ~ut the 

Committee was of' opinion that a much 8'-l)a11er sum would he the fair 

value, and the Corrunittee reoorrrrnends th1t an offer be made to Miss 

Kavanagh of £50. 

On the motion of ~.~r. Cori sh, se co:.tded by Mr. McCarthy, the 

report of the Committee was adopted. 

Machinery at Ferrybank. 

The following report was read fron the County 8l.1rveyor:-

"The Wexford Corporation has refused to sanction the arrangement 

oome to for the purohase of 500 c. yards of maDerial, and now agrees 

only to take 120 c. Yards. Owing to this ohange it will now be 

neoessary for the County Council to remove- the bulk of t be aterial 

from the breaker, and I am continuihg the use of the lorry and 

waggons pending your sanotion. 

I find that the water available at Ferrybank for the engine i_s 

braokish and IITS,S likely to cause serious injury to the boiler. 

Aocordingly I have a.rranged to draw water from some distance and 

have to hire horses for this" . 

On the motion of the Chairman it was decided that the latter be 

referred to Mr. Corish and the County Surveyor~ 

Complaint bl Road Contractor. 

The following letter was read from Mr . John O'Toole, Gurravm , 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



' / 

, , 

393 

Blackwater:-

"I regret to now have to bring under your notice the attitude of 

the County SUrveyor, Mr. Barry, towards me. As your Council owe 

me a consider~ble sum of money, ~ounting to £15~. l~. 0 ~~ I h~ve 

asked Mr. Barry to pay me on several occasions and on the last one 

the reply -I got was that I had plenty of money and did not want it. 

I now demand an explanation from your Council why Mr. Barry is allo~ed 

to carryon in this manner and who is supnlying hi~ with instructions 

in my ca.se. Mr. Barry seems to think that he can do wpat he 

likes in troubled times. I also de~and an explanation from Mr. 

Barry as to a cowardly and false charge which he made agatinst r"e 

in presence of at least three County Councillors. I WOUld. like 

to know who gave him instructions to make guch a slanderous statement 

about me. I have been a Contractor from 1912 and have been paid 

in full 'always until Mr. Curran came into office. As Mr. CUrran 

made a. special agreement with me and then went back of it. 

Barry might have planted fraud at his door instead of mine. 

Mr. 

So I 

will say no more now. Trusting your Council will hold a searching 

inquiry into my case and, if needs be, let it be a sworn inquiry 

and your Council will find I have been SWindled out of a considerable 

sum of money". 

The following was read from the County Surveyor:-

"Subsequent to Mr. O'Toole's letter to Mr. Frizelle I w~rote him 

on the 5th September asking for details of the charge which he makes 

against me, but have not received any reply . I most emphatically 

deny I, on any occasion, made any false charge against Mr. O'Toole, 

and should "be glad to have the matter considered by the CounCil. 

On the 20th April last, Mr. O'Toole's claim in regard to his 

several roads was fully considered by a Committee of the County 

Council in my office, and was then dealt with. The CounCillors 

present were Mr. Simon Kehoe, Mr. Furlong, Mr. Foley, Mr. J. CUmmins, 

and the Mayot, and Mr. O'Toole himself was also present. After 

a very lengthened consideration on all his roads and reports 

the Committee dealt with each in detail, and in my letter of the 5th 

September to Mr. O'Toole I pointed this out to him". 

Mro .l.R. Brennan, Solicitor, appeared on behalf of .1r. O'rr'oole 
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and, on the mo bil on of .1r. Cori sh, se conded by Mr. He.ll, it was de cide d 

that Mr. Brennan he beard. 

Mr. Brennan addressed the meeting and stated thet a sum of 

.£106 was now due to Mr. O'Toole in' respect of road Contracts et C. 

On the moM on of ,fro McCarthy, se conded by Mr. Fol ey the 

following resolution was adopted:-

"That no order be made as the Committee of the Council had dealt 

with the TJ1A.tter a considerable ' tiro' e HeO and the report of the 

Co~mittee had not been altered at the suhsequent nee ting of tre 

Council. ' That \1r . O"1'oole be recornfil~nded hy the Council to have 

the case dealt with by the Republican r,ourts, if he considers he 

st ill 'ha s a grievan ce It. 

Claim for Loss of Goods. 

'l'he following letter 'Na s read fror'l "Hrs . Margaret Breen, 

Templetown, Fethard:-

"I hereby give notice that I intend to proceed against the 

County CounCil fo r the re covery of the sum of £15. ~). 0 for 10 S h of 

4 gallons of whiskey and one jar which got broken on the slipway at 

Duncannon Quay on August the 26th 1921 . 
) 

rrhe sl ipway being in 

dangerous condition at the tir'le beinG coated with slime which ha.s 

been removed by the Council r s servant emploiTed the re". 

The following wa s read from the County Surve~Tor:-

"A claim from lArs. Har garet Breen, ~erpletown, Fethard, has heen 

put in for the sum of £15. 3. 0 for loss of whiskey through the 

dangerous condition of the slipway at Duncannon . rrhe Claim has 

been forhurded to the Insurance Company and they are dealing' '1 th the 

't " rnav ere 

The action of t he Coul1.t ~r Svrveyor in sendj net .f'orvvard tb e clp iJ11 

to the Insurance Company was approved. 

Sluice GatAs - Courtown Harbour-

The following letter under date 6th October 1921, addressed to 

the County Surveyor was read from the Harbour-master, Courtown 

Harbour:-

"In reply to yours of the 5th inst . , I beg to state that I can 

get two men to do the temporary repairs , they to be supplied with 

timber , bolts etc., at 10/- per day per Ban. I am utilising the 
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Counoil's planks as there is no time 0 get other stuff. As to the 

permanent repairs I thnik it would be bett-er defer the matter until 

you come down as I doubt if a local carpenter could do it. 

I recovered the old paddle after ... 11,i\l vf \J' l,il'k .... \1 ... ooo:>t of 

£1, it is 11 x 5 feet ma.de of pitch pine board, with iron allover 

weighs about one ton, it is perfectly sound. The Spindle is bent 

at bottom and left to socket and snapped off at top, and in my opinion 

would -require the servioes of a Diver when renla.ojng it". 

The following was read from the County Surveyor:-

"The Harbour Master reported tha t on the 4th October one of the 

Sluice Ga.te Paddles was carried away, and subsequently he reports 

that the Paddle has been recoveredo The County &lrveyor directed 

the Harbour Master to have temporary repairs carried out, so as to 

enab ,~e the fishermen to use the Harbour, pending more extensive 

and complete repairs. It will not be necessary for some time 

to undertake this heavy repair work. The Harbour Master's letterS 

are be ing submit te d to the County Coun cil "-. 

The action of the County Surveyor ib having the tenporary 

repairs carried out to the Sluice Gates at Court own Harbour was 

approved .. 

Trailer Waggons. 

Under date 5th October 1921, \~essrs. M.J. O'Connor &- co., 

Solicitors, Wexford, wrote forwarding the following copy of a letter 

sent to the County Surveyor by Thompso~'s Motor Car Co. Ltd:-

"We have heard from the Eagle Engineering Company that they 

despatched two Trailers to you via Great Western Railway to Rosslare. 

We should be glad if you would arrange to get in touch with the I 
Railway Company and have these removed. We should also esteem 

a favour if you would get your Council to pass us a cheque for same 

so that we can get you along another two". 

The following was read from the County Surveyor:-

"Two further waggons have arrived in Wexford and are at present 

at the South Station. J.,{essrs. M.J. O'Connor, Solicitors, Wexford 

and Messrs. Thompson, Dublin, have asked to bave these waggons 

taken over, and request immediate payment for same". 

It was decided that the question of payment be referred 
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"The Clerks of the Rural District Councils aSked to have the 

dates for the meetings altered to concur with the usual meetings 

of the Distr1ctCouncils. There will be practically no road work 

under consideration this half~year. I am not submitting any 

proposals for renewal of contrs,Qt f! , EJ.~ t'be wholA matter of the 

future vrork rrust be considered and decided on by the Council later 

on. The 19.ck of proposal s now will only affe ct work during the 

quarter ending June 1922, and will not be of consequence .. 

I ask for your instru ctio ·l s as to deal ing with Form 22 in so far 

as the several Contractors whose year would normally end at the 30th 

June quar ter • A number of these Contractors who put out full 

tonnage in the Autumn of last year and had it all spread by the 31st 

March had completed the yee,r' s work and would normally be entitled 

a quarter's pay at the December meeting of the County Council. 

As there was no surfa.ce work carried on during the quarter 

ending June last there should be some small dedu ction to cover this, 

but otherwise the payment has been earned". 

On the motion of Mr. Corish seoonded by the Chairman, it was 

decided that arrangements be made to have the Half-yearly Meetings 

of the District Councils coincide with the ordinary meetings of 

these bodies. 

Superannuation of Local Officers. 

Under date 2Bth September 1921, Circular No, 53, re Super-

annuation of Local Officers was read fron the Local Gover~~ent 

Department. 

Adjourned to nextrneet ing • 

----------00000----------

(Signed) 

Presiding Chairrr.an 

De,ted this day o:f 19 
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MEETIfG. 26th OCTOBER. 192i. 

A Special Meeting of the Wexford County Council was held in 

the Town Hall, Wexford on WednesdayZ6th october 1921. 

Present~- Mesers. Christopher Culleton, Richard Corish, Seumas 

Doyle; David Kavanagh, Simon Kehoe, Thomas Murphy, John Murphy, 

Oh~~l~@ McCarthy, Ja~es Shannon. 

On the motion of Mr. Kavanagh, se conded by Mr. Mccarthy t'be 

"'hair was tfl''"e'1 hy 'fr., Cori she 

Work of Road Drainage. 

The following Minutes of Ronds CO!'11Jl1ittee Meeting held on Sat

urday 15th October VTere read:-

"A Meeting of t 11e Roads COl'!JJli ttee of the County Coun cil was 

held oh Saturday 15th October 1921 in the TDWU Hall, Wexford. 

Present:- Messrs. Ra Corish, E.P.Foley, C. Culleton, W.Boggan, 

J.SoMcDonald; D. 'flhelan, P. Hayes • 

. {essrs. W.FoBarry, County SUrveyor and T.A. ~rizelle, Acting 

Secretary were in attendance. 

On the motion of Mr. Foley, seconded by \,.fr . Boggan the chair 

was taken hy Mr. Corish. 

Report of County Surveyor. 

The following report from the Count~7 Surveyor was J'ead:-

ttI sub"nit a list of roads, on which it would be advisable to have 

drainage work carried out, as other vise serious damage will take 

place and oonsequent inoreased cost will be incurred. I have con 

suited with the Assistant Surveyors at present in the County, 8,nd 

have also seen a number of the road3 myself. In other cases I 

am acting on reports fro'" local peoi)le and also on my knowledge of 

the roads and their liahility to injury. rrhe list suhrni tte d 

divided up the several roads int.o groups and I suggest that one 

two men put in charge of each group, and essential dra i"'1e,ge work 

only be carried out. 'llhe Jorkmen can he Moved froIT place to 

place as may be deerred advis able. r believe it. would be better 

if this work was carried out directly under the Assi stant Sur'reyor, 

as he is fully conversant with th.e various places requiring immedil1 

and particular attention , and he will direct the workmen where to 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



" 

, , , 

... 

398 

proreed • . Under this method it 'lvill not be necessary to el"1ploy 

Foremen or Gangers except in a few exceptJonal cases . I estimate 

that it Hill take ahout 110 ren scattered allover the County and 

e!'1ployed for a period of say ten Vleeks to carry out this .,..{ork . 

I suggest thELt a forty-hour weelr be 3.rranged for, and this will work 

out a total cost of £2,200 . The Council will consider it better , 

if the ~i ork be undertA.l{e11.. that dOl1ble the numher of lnen be 

for half the period so as to have t'1e vwrk done 01 1 :1 ct:l~r . In 

regard to the complaint of the road at Cool carney Cross I beg to 

report that I have inspected thiS, and find thn,t damage has been 

,",ut p,pparently so,..·· e repairs have been carrfed locally- This, 

. ' 
a nu~ber of roads in Ballindagg n locality, are on list submitted 

for the drainage . lork now. As you had directed that no work 

should'he carried out I had not consequently singled out tbis road 

The Acting Secretary sub!""i tted a st".teroent showing tbe Council ' 

financial position. 

On the motion of l·lr . Corish, seconded by Mr . Foley the foregoin 

report suhmi tted hy' the County Surveyor I.vas adopted .. 

On the motion of Hr. Bocgan seconded by \.11' . Whelan, the fo l l-

owing resolutioT) was adop-t ed : -

"We recommend the County Council to alldc8,te a SUrl' of £2400 

forJork of road draina ge . Amount to be allocated as nearly as 

possible in the fo.llowing proportio:1 : - £1 , 400 for Roads in County 

Surveyor f s chargeand £1 , 000 for Contract Roads, the vork on rOB.ds 

in the County SurvejTor f s charge to l)e carried out by Dire ct IJahour, 

Road Contractors to h:1.ve the option of carrying out t1.e required ':/01' 

on their contracts at prices to be 19reed llpon between them and the 

County Surveyor . Tha.t t,l-j8 ChA,irnu"'1 of' the County Council be 

requested to ha.ve a 8n~@~~1 l,ieeting of the County Council summoned 

to consider this recooo~endation and that a further meeting of thei 

Commi ttee be h91d as soon as the County COlmcil have considered 

this mattertt . 

On the motion of Mr . Shannon , seconded by Mr . Kehoe, the 

report of the County Surveyor , as ~PPearing i~ the foregoing 

Minute ' of Roads COIDr1ittee was approved. 
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On the notion of Mro Murphy, seconded by Mr. Kehoe, the 

re'comrnendation of the Roads Corrnni ttee as set out above was approvedo 

It was further unanirr'ously decided to leave t w V\rorking of the Scherr! 

a .... ld t.he arranging of details etc. i'1 the bands of the County 

Surveyoro 

Poundage Fees- Mr. Pier'ce Redmond. 

Mr . Pierce RedlTond, Ballincash, Ferns wrote u_n der date 30th 

Septe~ber 1921 as fcl16ws:-

"At the close of fY'y la,st collection lover lodged six sh111inp:s 

and ten pence after 30th September 1921 I lodged .£ 

.£16. 10 .. 0 

and on 14th Sept. 310. 2.0 

£9. 11 .. S 

I never got the opportunjty of cetting My books checked. 

The amount lodged is w'hat HrQ McCarthy r~turned to me ". 

On the motion o'f Mr. Doyle, s'econde i by Mr. Murphy the 

following resolution was adopted:-

"That Poundage Fees amounting to £9. 11. B be paid to Ex-

CollectDr Pierce Redmond, subject to the sanction of the Local 

Government Depaptment". 

Payment of Collectors' Poundage. 

Messrs. Jo Cummins and D. O'Brien applied for pay~ent of 

poundage fees in respect of amounts lodged to date. 

On the motion of the Chair ran it was decided that the question 

of paument of poundage to Rate Colle ctors be xonsidered at next 
~ 

meeting. 

General Cattle Diseases Fund • 

On the motion of Mr. Seumas Doyle, seconded by Mr. McCarthy 

it was decided to ask the Loqal Governm~nt Department for instruct-

ions as to transfer of FAll .. 5. 10~ to the General Ca.ttle Diseases 

Fund in the Bank of Ireland. 

Payment of accounts. 

On the motion of Mr . Murphy, seconded by Mr. Doyle the County 

Surveyor was authorised to certify for paYT'lent of accounts to 

Local Traders up to a limit of £500. 

Dr. Hearne, Solicitor handed in an Acoount for 230. 19. 2 
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due to his br other Mr. J.B. Hearne fot timber supplied for repair 

of New Ross bridge. 

The County Surveyor stated the amount was due for nearly twelve 

months. 

On the motion of Mr. Murphy, seconded by Mr. McCarthy, it was 

decided that payment of £50 on account be made. 

Rate Collection. 

On the motion of Mr. Mccarthy, seconded by Mr. Seumas Doyle 

it was decided that Rate Collectorg be notified that Collections 

in respect o~ periods ended 30th September 1921 are to be closed 

by 30th November 192r. 

Re Publtshing List of Defaulting 'Ratepayers. 

The following let t er was read from "The People" Ltd. 

"With reference to list of Defaulting Ratepayers from your 

Council we regret we cannot p1. .. blish sarr'e. We had already received 

a similar l~st from Wicklow County Council and acting on the advice 

of three different SoliCitors we deCided we could not take the risk 

pub li shing. We were advised it would not only be contrary to 

law but most unfair to the parties OI&ncerned and that we would 

probably be had up for actions for injuring these people's credit 

etC. Under the' circumstances I sha.ll be glad if you will kindly 

explain to the County Council who no doubt will consider our 

position as we would be only too anxious to facilitate them in the 

matter". 

On the motion of Mr. McCarthy, seconded by Mr. Murphy, it 

was decided that the quarter's payment due to the three Local 

Papers in respeot of adcertising Contract be held over for the 

present in view of the failure mf the three newspaperS to publish 

list of Defaulting Rate Payers. 

Accounts- Thomas Sullivan, EX-Co11Actor 
No. 21 District. 

The Acting Secretary stated that Mr. M/ J/ Finn, Deputy 

New Ross, attended at the County Council Offices and stated 

found there was a sum of £158. 19,. e-:k- una.ccounted for on cheCking 

SUllivan's books. Mr. Finn thought this ma.n' s books might not 

have been correctly marked or that cash might not have been 
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reoeived in reap ot of some of the receipts m1fjsing fro~ the' books, 

as he understood the Collecting Books had been in the hands of five 

or six other young men who were e,ssi sting at the Coll ection. The 

Insp~ctor of the Local Government Depart~ent -had been notified. 

The BooKs had since been handed to 'Ar. ~inn in order that the 

JJlark:.ing could be cke cked by him and a re- che CK Tris.de Hi ttl the 

) Collector. 

It was decided that no action be taken pending re-check of 

books by Mr" Finn after they have been again eX8J'1ined by Mr-

Sullivan the EX-Collector. 

Mr. J .F. Batterton applied for cancellation of amount of Rates 

assesse~ on him in respect of small Island near his holding at 

Macmine and which he stated was waste land. 

On the motion of Mr. Seumas Doyle se conded by Mr. John Murphy 

it was decided that payment of amount be insisted upon. 

The Acting Secretary statAd he h.ad cornr(1unicated with the 

Na ti onal Bank the COlmoi l' s TreasureI' ::-e corre ct rrarking of "old" 

and "new" Rate in tre Council's Bank pass Book, A large number 

entries in the Pass Book had been wr 'Jrlgly marked • . 

The following letter had been v~ceived froF, the Bank 'tmder 

date l~th October 1921:-

"In reply to your letter of the 14th instant I beg to say I 

am making every effort in my power t~ meet t'l1e wishes of the 

Council as to the particulars they require entered in their Pass 

Books, but I find most of the people lodging rates from time .to 

time are very ' reluctant to give the ~ecessary infor,ation". 

It Has decided that the l~esirability of insisting on Rate 

payers paying their Rates to the Council's Collectors, and of 

instructing the Treasurer (The National Bank Ltd. ) not to reoeive 
II 

Rates except froM a Rate Collector, be considered at next ~eeting oj I 

the Council on the 6th November. Notice of Motion in the matter 

to be given by Mr. McCarthy. 

Expenses of Inquests. 

Mr. Phil Lennon, Court Registrar, New Ross forwarded bill 

for £1. 9. 0 car hire in connection with the holding of Inquest 

on body of Thoma.s Connolly- . 
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On the motion of Mr. Doyle, seconded by the Chairman it was 

decided to ask An Dail for instructions as to payment. 

Aocount for Removal Workhouse Inmate. 

An account for motor hire amou~ting to £1. i8. 0, cost of 

removL .. g inmu.te of Wexford Union to Enniscorthy Union was received 

from Republican Police. 

It was' de cided on the n otion of Mr. Doyle, se conded by the 

Cahirma~ that the amount be forwarded to t r e Enniscorthy Board of 

Guardians. 

Pa.yment to Public Bodies. 

The following paymcnts were ol'c!ered:-

Enniscorthy Union 

Hew Ross Union 

Wexford Union 

Enni soorthy M:ental 

Hospital Committee 

Wexford R.D .. C .. 

Co. Wexford Infirmary 

£2,000 

2,000 

2,000 

3,000 

250 

250 

Roed Board Loan. 

The Road Board applied f'or £102, 5th ins:' alment of Principal 

in repayr"e11.t of loan for purchase of Road Machinery~ 

On the motion of Mro Murphy, seoonded by Mr. McCarthy, it 

was decided that amount be not paid. 

Release of Prisoners. 

The following letter from An Dail was read:-

"The "' linister for Local Government has forwarded me an extract 

froM the '\Unutes of Proeeed1ngs of t11e Wexford County Council on 

the 12th instant, giving particulars of a resolution adopted by 

them on the subje ct of the release of interned pri soner s. 

The matter will receive due attentiontf. 

Coronership South Wexford. 

The Acting Secretary read t be previous order of the Council 

regarding the case of Mr. J.J. Roche, Coroner for South Wexford, 

in reference to his J.P. ship. 

No order was made, question to be considered when reply is 
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received from· An Dail in the mattero 

Ex-Collector J. C. Smith. 

The following letter from the Clerk, Gorey Union, was read:

"The Gorey Di strict Council ha.s passed t be following re solution 

in reference to Pro J.e. Smith, ex-'R<.1.te Collector \dth 1:1 requ.est 

that you bring it before the next finance meeting of the County 

Council:-

"That we the members of the Gorey District Council regard the 

action of the County Council in refusing to grant any superannuati 

to Mr. J.C. Smith, Rate Collector as rather drastic, and we would 

ask them to reconsider their denision. Mr. Smith has always 

been a most energetic Rate Collector and he is now solely dependent 

on whatever the County Council ~ay grant him. That we instruct 

our representative on the County Council to move that Mr. Smith be 

now granted a superannuation"~ 

The Acting Secretary stated that no notice of motion in the 

matter had been received from the Repr~sentative of the Gorey Rural 

District Cmuncil on the County Coun@il • . 

Insurance of County Ha.llo 

A Bill was received from InBura~ce Company for £7,10. 0 

renewal Premium Fire Insurance Countr Hall, at present used as 

an RoI.C. Barracks. 

On the motion of Mr. UcCarthy, '3econded by Mr. Murphy, it was 

decided not to pay the amount. 

Application for Rebate on Rate assessed. 

Mr. Rath, Tewtown applied to he allo'.ved pay hi-s current Rates 

on Valuation that ;Tvill be in force 0fi¥)remiSes next year 

(£16'5. 5. 0) 0 Ris place had been partially di sma.ntled now for 

a considerable timw and he was still paying on a very high 

valuation (£202)0 

On the motio!l of Mr. Murphy, seoonded by Mr. Doyle, it was 

deoided that payment of the full amount of the rates assessed 

on the Occupier be insisted upono 

----------00000----------
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Union Amalgamation. 

Public Health Cornmitteeo 

The first meeting of the Public Health Committee was held in 

the Town Hall, Wexford, on Tuesday, 5th November 19210 

Present~ Messrs. R. Corish, Mayor, Mo Cloney, JoJo Byrne, 

(cuahinstown) D.· Kavanagh, Michael Doyle, Seumas Doyle, C. Culleton, 

T. McCarthy, James Lawler, Po Lynch, Miss O'Ryan, Dr. Greene, Lady 

Maurice Fitzgerald, F. Carty, Dr. Hickey, Dr~ Kelly, Killanne, 

A. Ao Connolly, Clerk Enniscorthy Union, D. O'~lllivan, Clerk 

Wexford Union, and ToA. Frizelle, Acting Se'cretary Co. Council 

were also in attendance. 

Mrso Keating, Miss Lister and Dr. Kelly , Inspector of the 

Looal Government Department were also pre§BUt o 

On the motion of Dr, Greene, seconded by Mr~ Carty the Chair 

was taken by the Mayor. 

The following correepondence was read:-

Letter from Department of Local Government under date 25th 

October 1921:~ 

"I have to inform you that the Amalgamation Scheme drafted 

at a recent Meeting of the County Wexford Amalgamation Committee, 

providing for an County Hospital at Wexford and a small Cottage 

Hospita l a t Gorey, is now approved of hy the Department. It is 

to he understood, however, that the Cottage l{o sp i t al Bo sp i t a l at 

Gorey, will be strictly confined to a limited number of beds for 

urgent cases, the number to be fi Aed by the Public Health 

Committee in consultation with t he Me dical Inspector from the 

Depe,rtmen t. I have tharp-fore to inforrr, you that the con stitution 1 

of the Public Health Committee as agreed to on the 30th August 

1921, is hereby approvedo 

With re gard to arrangement vrit'l! the lioughton Hospital Authorit· 

in New ~oss, as soon as the Publi 6 Heal th Committee have made 

definite arrangements with this Body, such arrangements are to be 

submitted to the Dep~rtment for for~al approval" • 

Wire from Mo Byrne, Ballinabearna, (Chairman New ross Rural 

District Council:-

"Impossible to attend meetings to-day protest against proposed 
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victimisation of New Ross by closing hospital for which we are 

taxed for a generation to bring up to date". 

Letter from Clerk Wexford Union, under date 7th November 1921:

"I am directed to forward you the following copy of a resolution 

unanimously adopted by the Board of Guradians at their meeting on 

last Saturday:-

"That we re commend the Publi cHeal th CornY i ttee to appoint the 

\ present Boards of Guardians as ~lb-Com~ittees for the purpose of 

Home Assistance, and for any other work under the Amalgamation 

Scheme they propose to delega~e to Sub-Committee". 

Letter from Clerk Gorey Union, under date 31st october 1921:

"I submitted your let te:- re forr::a tion of Co. Heal th C0111r:1i ttee 

and the appointment of representatives from GuardiEns and C01IDCil 

to the meeting on Saturday. 

On the motion of Mr. KeeGa'9-, seconded by ~1r. Lacey, the was 

unanimously ' de cided "tha,t no repre sen ta tive s from either thi s 

Board or Council be appointed to act on the Co, Health Comrnittee 

until organised labour gets representation thereon"o 

Letter under date 27th october 1921, from Dr. W.W. Murphy, 

Coolgreany, Secretary County Medical Assooiation:-

~At a meeting of the Medical Practitioners of County Wexford 

held yesterday in Enniscorthy, DrsG S~A. Hickey, of New Ross and 

Mo W. Kelly of K1llanne, were unanimously appointed to represent 

the County Wexford Doctors on the PubliC Health Committee, and the 

following resolution was unanimously passed:-

"That this meeting of the Medical Practitioners of County 

Wexford, bearing in mind the extreme ~mportanoe to the public and 

the profession of the contemplated ch~ge in Poor Law Administration 

in County Wexford involving the abolition of the eXistting Hospitals 

which we strongly disapprove of- would urge on Dail Eireann and 

the Boards of Guardians the desirability of postponing the medical 

side of the Amalgamation question u~til a CommiSSion representative 

of all the interests concerned has considered, and reported on, the 

whole matter"o 

Letter from the Irish Nurses & Midwives Union, under date 
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20th October 1921:-

"I am directed to forward you the following copy of a resolution 

unanimously passed at the Annual Meeting of the National Council of 

this Union, held on 29th and 30th ult:-

"Tha.t this conference of the Irish Nurses' and Midwives' 

Union desires to bring home to the Governing Body of the Country 

that in all matters affecting the Public Health it is imperative 

that nursing experts should be conSt' 1 ted, and the considered 

opinton of the Professional Organisations of Nursing be taken. 

We respectfully urge upon Dail Eireann the appoinWi~I\t of 

members of the Union on all Boards and Commi ttees dealing with 

Public Health, and with matters affecting women and Children". 

This resolution has already been forwarded to Dail Eireann, 

I am instructed that the subject m"1tter is one which might be 

considered by your Council. In connection with this tbe followi!1 

resoll.:tion was also passed at our ~Jeeting:-

"That the Irish Nurses' and Midwives' Union submits tha.t all 

nursing posts in these new County Hospitals and Hom~s should be 

filled only ·by fully trained Nurses and Midwives, and that the 

salaries offered should be suffiCient to compensa.te for the skill 

and training required, the minimum salary for a trained nurse 

being £75 per annum, with board, furnished apartments, and uniform 

a 11 owance. 

We consider also that nurseS will not be physjcally able to 

give of their best to the siCk patients unless they enjoy adequate 

off duty time, and suggest that the hours of duty should not. be 

more than forty-eigh~ per week". 

We hope very much that the County CounCil members of the 

various Managerrent Committees of the Hospitals · and Romes to be set 

up under. Amalgamation Scheme will consider the above opinion of 

an organised body of Irish nurses, who desire to earn their living 

at their profession in their own Country. I would respectfully 

request your Council to recommend the local Management Coml"!1ttee 

when going into the question of salaries for the nursing 

appointments, to t ,ake the above into consideratiom. May I add 

tha.t our Committee is also of the opinion that £120 per annum is 
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the minimum that should be paid to Superintending Nurses or Matrons, 

and that in all cases it is taken for granted that laundry would be 

i eluded in emoluments". 

The following Scheme was adopted by the County Conference and 

the County Council, was submitted to the Meeting:-

County of WexfordQ 

Soheme for (1) Abolition of the Workhouses, and (2) 

Establishment of a Public Health Se'rviceo 

The Confp.rence called to discuss the question of Amalgamation 

--, 
of Unions in Co. Wexford. arrived finally at the following decisions 

10 That the four general Workhouses in the County be aboltshed, 

20 That the following institutions be established:-

(e.) A County Home at Enniscorthy for the aged 'Lnd in:'i!'m 

homeless poor (who canno·t be blbttrded out with "Home 
i! 

Assi stance tt) for chronj.c Ofl.Se s, expe ctan t mothers C 

(urunarried) and idiots and epileptics (until such time as 

other arrangements may be made for the reception of 

unmarried m~thers, idiots and epileptics) and for such 

children ~§ cannot be boarded out. 

Cb) A County Hospital at Wexford for the treatment of rmesli1 oP',j 

and surgical cases. 

(c) A County Fever Hospital at Wexford for the treatment 

all infectious diseases and for observation purposes. 

Cd) A District Hospital at Gorey for the treatment of 

medical and §yrgical caseS of an urgent character 

arising in Gorey District. 

(e) That the County Council be recomnended to make 

arrangements with the Ma.nagement of the Haughton 

Hospital, New Ross, for the treatment of urgent cases 

from New Ross and district • 

The present Workhouse Buildings at Enniscorthy and Wexford and 

the Fever Hospi tal at Gorey and WeXford, to be utili sed for the 

purposes of the Scheme. 

3. That an authority be created to be called the Co. Board of 

Public Health, consisting of 30 members, to exercise tb~ following 
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powers, viz:-

(s.) Pov'ers of managelT'ent and control of the Co. Home and 

Hospitals, including the Mental Hospital at Enniscorthy. 

(b) Powers and functions of present Boards of Guard:lans .. 

(c) Any other powers and functions delegated to them by the COG 

CounciL 

(d) The composition of the first Board to be as follows:-

B County Councillors. 

4 Chairmen of RUral District Cpuncils. 

4 Representatives of Boards of Guard.i8,ns. 

2 representatives of the Wexford Corporation (0 ne to be 
I 

the Mayor of Wexford for the time being) 

2 Representatives of the towns of Enniscorthy and New Ross. 

1 Representative of the Town Commissioners of Gorey. 

4 Persons nominated by the Co. Council .. 

3 Representatives of the Count~ Insurance Committee. 

2 Representatives of the Cou~ty Medical Association. 

This Scheme was adopted hythe County Council on 1fte 4th 

October 1921, and sanctioned by the Local Government Department 

(Dail Eireann) on the 25th October 1921. 

The following draft of Supplemental Scheme was submitted 

For Consideration. 

Draft of Supplemental Scheme fur (1) Abolition of Poor 

Law System, and (2) Establishment of a~PubliC Health 

Service in the County. 

1. For or ,linary administration of the Public Hea.lth TIoard, 

members shall form a quorum. 

2. The Board of Health !'Pay carry out any of its functions 

through appointed sub- cornmi t1iees, and msy appoint SU11- corrmi ttee to 

discharge any specifiC fUnction. Such sub-co~~ittee is to be 

subject' to the Board of PubliC Health, in tho sa'--e manner as the 

Board of Pu'blic Heal th shall be suhJect to the County Cou~cil. 

A sub-committee to be composed as follows:-

(a) All the members of the Co. Coun«lil in t be Distri ct. 

(b) All the members of the Pu1)lic Health Board in the District. 

(c) 3 Rural District CounCillors. 
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(d) 3 Urban Councillors (or To~ Commissioners, in the case 

of Gorey) 

(e) 2 Local Clergymen. 

Sub-Committees to meet on the same day as the Rural District 

Council, and 3 members to form a quorumo 

3. A system of Home Assistance (to take the place of Outdoor 

relief) to be adopted., administra.tion to be tl.S follows:-
I· 

(a) Co. Councillors, Members of the Public Health Board, and I 

members of Sub-Committees to be supplied with forms, 

recommending Home Assistance, and stating circumstances 

of applicant. These recom~endations to be considered 

at the meeting of suhrcommittee and forwarded to the Public 

Health Board with recommendations to alloW (or not to allow) 

Home Assistance. 

(b) Emergency Help.- Forms to deal with cases requiring 

immediate assl stance to be issued to Co. Councillors, 

Members of the Public Health Board and of Sub-Committee 

to be signed by two authorised persons., these forms to 

entitle applicant to a certain value of goods from the 

tradesmmn to whom they-are handed~ The tradesman to sign 

these forms· and forward them monthly to sub-committee. 

(c) Payment of Home Assistance to be made through the medium 

of the post by orderpayable through the Bank. 

4. That (save as hereinafter mentioned) the area of charge for 

expenditure of the Public Health Services be tP..e County-at-large. 

(a) That the expenses of the Gorey Cottage Hospital be made 

an extra charge on Gorey Rural District, and similarly 

that the expenses of patients from New Ross District, 

treated in the Haughton Hospital, be charged to the New 

Ross Rural District. 

5. The Board will be requested to: 

(~) Cause Regulations to be framed for the government of 

the new institutions. 

(b) Decide as to the nUlnber of' officials to be apPOinted, 

and the salaries and conditions of their employment. 

(c) Require Boards of Guardians to furnish reports as to 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



410 
the compensation or pensions p~yable tm retired officers. 

6. The present Boards of Guardians to be responsible for the 

boarding out of such inmates aa are su:ttable for hoarding-ollt, 

and for the transference of all other inmates to the new institution 
" 

They shall not cease to function as Boards of Guardians until the 

" 
transference shall be complete. 

7. When the Boards of Guardians Cease to act their liabilitie 

shall hecome the liabilities of the PubliC Hee,l th Board •. 

6. The Mental Hospital to be managed by the present Committee 

but under the general supervision of the PubliC Health Board, to 

which body it shall submit its estinste and annual reporto 

Mro Lynch stated that the New Ross Board of Guardians were 

not satisfi~d with the Hospital portton of the Scheme o His Board 

could not agree to any scheme which did not allow for adequate 

Hospital arrangement for the people of New Ross and District . 

Dr, Hickey also spoke against the abolition of New Ross 

Workhouse Hospitalo 

Dr. Kelly, Medical Inspector of L.ocal Government Department, 

replied that he was sure there would be adeqnate accor.modation 

ih the Houghton Hospital for any 'urgent cases from Uew Ross Di stri ct 

He considered t'::l.at for Gorey D:Lstrict 10 beds in a IJocal 

Cottage HO'spital W'ould be quite suffiCient for the treatrwnt of 

urgent cases in ,that area. 

, On the motion of Mr. Carty, se conded by Mr . Martin, it was 

decided that a Sub-Co~mittee be ap~ointed to determine the number of 

beds required in the Cottage Hospital at Gorey. This Sub-

Committee to also enter into negotiations with t e Management of 
, 

the Houghton Hospital, New Ross , as to arrange~ents for the 
, 

provision of the requisite number of beds in that Hospital for urgen 

cases in' New Ross District . , also to arrange any fttrtner details 
... 

nec,essary as regards the Cottage Hospital at Gorey and agreelf1ent 

with the Houghton Hospital Authorities, New RosSo 

That the re commendations of the Sub- COIT1lli ttee be forwarded to 

Public Health Committee for ratification. 

" 
The Sub-Committee to consist of the following: -

Dr. Kelly, The M~~r , Messrs. p . Lynch, J.J. O'Byrne (Cushinstown) 
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To Mccarthy, W.P. Keegan, Moses Bolger • . 

The following alterations were made in Draft Scheme:-

On the motion of Mr. Martin, seconded by Dr. Greene, it was 

decided that seven members should form a quorum. 

On the motion of Mr~ CuJlenon, seconded by Mr. Lynch, SUb-

paragraphs (a) (b) c) Cd) (e) of pEi.ragraph 2 were deleted and the 

following resoluliion ,,,a,,, C1.doptea:-

the County be appointed as Sub-Committees for the 0urpose of Home 

Assistance and for any other work under AMalgamation Soheme i@ 

be intrusted to Sub-Co~mittees". 

Rating- paragraph 4: Mr. Cloney proposed that the area of charge 

for expenditure of the Public Health Services be CoUnty-at-Large. 

There was no Seconder~ 

Mr. T. MCCarthy proposed Di stri ct rating. Mr. D. Kavanagh 

seconded. passed .. 

paragraph 5 was referred to Committee of whole House to meet 

on Saturday the 12th November at 11.0 O'Clock, in the Town Hall 

Wexford. 

1 The Draft Supplemental Scheme as amended was adopted on the 

motion of Oro Greene, seconded by Mr. Lawler. 

On the motion of Mi ss 0 'Ryan se conded by Mr. Culleton., Mr. D. x O'Sullivan, Clerk of Wexford Union, was appointed Acting Secretary 

to the Committee. 

----------00000----------

(S1gnAd) 
, 

Pre~iding Chairwan 

. Dated this d~y ' of 19 

.... 
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