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District General Caarges Separate Chara:es Total 

New Ross 
£ 2069. 4. 5 £2069. 4. 5 

Wexford 3415. 5. 11 3415. 5. 11 

Rate Collection. 

The following report of Conference re rate Collection was laid 

before the meeting:-

"A Conference between the members of the Finance & Roads Committee 

and the rate. Collectors and deputy Checkers of COllectorsO Acoounts, 

was he ld in the County Hall, Wexford on 18th May 1922". 

"Mr. EoP. Foley tV:1.ce-Chairman) presided and :there were also in 

attendance, Messrs. John J. O'Byrne (CUshinstown) and John ' O'Byrne 

(Gorey)" 

"Mrs. Keating, Looal Government Inspeotor, Dail Eireann, the 

Secretary and Assistant Secretary Co. CounCil, and all the Rate 

Colleotors and deputy Cheokers of Collectors Aooounts were present. 

"The state of each Colleotion District was oarefully examined. 

The Committee found a considerable difference even in adjoining 

distriots as to the amounts unoolleoted, but it may be taken fDr 

granted that Collectors who were not held up owing to abnormal 

happenings an~Who went about their work in a systematiC and dili~ent 

manner, have suoceeded in making very substantial proiress. In some 

instances the Committee oonsidered Collectors have been too easy going 

and have not exhibited a whole-hearted interest in their work. It 

was evident also that a few Collectors regarded .the meeting as an 

Inquisition at w~ich they were to be put up for punishment". 

"The Committee found, as a general rule, that two oauses were 

responsible for the baokward condition of the Collection (1) The fact 

that numbers of decrees had been obtained and remained unexecuted. 

Several of these have been lying dorrr.ant for over a yea:r. The 

reaul t is that people who are not hdmest enough to pay .their Rates, 

laugh at the idea of a prosecution and point to the faot that the 

Colleotor has been powerless to realise the amount in year old cases. 

(2) General scaroity of money. There bas been very few refusals to 

pay in any district, but numbers of people, owina to the 
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depreciation in the price of live stoCk add f~mproduce general11, 

have aSked for an extension of time for payment"o 

H~be Committee admitted that the maRner in which decrees had been 

dealt with to the present made the work of Rate Collectors particularly 

a~duous, but hope with the aid of the proposed County police force DO 

devise machinery by which decrees will be realised effectively and 

expedi tiously. Recognising also that farmers and aericultural 

labourers have been hit by the slump in prices, they aeree that the 

CollActors should be given an extension of time to Close their 

collections to 16th June"o 

H~be Committee are of opinion that Rate Collectors should not have 

their offi§~§ @R lio@A@@a ~~@mi§@I". 

HAs regards Collection District No. 13, Mr. Fannine, Deputy 

Checker, was instructed to re-examine the Collecting Books of the late 

D. Byrne, at once, and report to the Secretary of the Coo 'Council". 
\ 

"Mr. Fannine informed the Committee that on his first checkine of 
• 

Mr. Byrne's Accounts a sum of £500 appeared to be due by himMQ 

"It was further agreed that t he present Collectors or their deputies 

as the case may be, are to finish the Collection to March 1922, before 

any question of resignation can be considered". 

"The Cornmittee recomrnendthat as reiards the Rate for second 

moiety of curre~ financial year, a bonus of ld in the £ on amount of 

Warrant be paid all Collectors who lodge the full amount of their 

Warrants by the 26th January 1923. Also that Local Government 

department be requested to sanction payment of poundage on amounts 

lodged by Collectors and on private lodgments to 30th April 1922". 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr. Redmond 

seconded by Mr. ODonoghue:-

"~bat the report of Conference between Finance & Roads Committee 

Rate Collectors and Deputy Checkers of ~Collectors' Accounts be 

approved, but that the proposal to award bonus of ld in £ to Collector~ 

who lodge the full amount of their Warrants by 28th February 1923, 

be held over for consideration at a future meetine of the Co. Cou cil" 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr. John 

O'Byrne (Gorey) seconded by Mr. James Byrne:: 

"That any Collector who haa not closed his Collection to the 
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satisfaction of the Secretary of this Council by IBth June 1922, be 

suspended from office, pending investigation by Finance & Roads 

Committee as to the reason for not closihg. 

resolution be furnished each Collector". 

That a copy of this 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr. E. 

Foley, seconded by Mr. James Byrne:-

"That Collectors Fitzpatrick, McCa.rthy, Roe, P, O'Byrne, Deegan 

and John Kelly be informed that the County Council cobsider they 

should have carried out their duties with greater diligence than they 

have shown to the present, and in view of the fact that no extension 

of time to close the collection beyond IBth June 1922, will be agreed 

to the Council will expect that by next meeting- th~se Collectors will 

have so muoh improved that no further complaint can be found as to the 

manner in which they are performing their duty". 

Under date 16th May 1922, the following (12,950;..22) was read from 

Local Government Depa~tment:-

"In regard to Collectors Securities I desire to inform you thatfue 

Bond exeouted by these o~fioers must be in aocordance with the 

provis ions of the Public Bodies Order". 

The following resolution was a.dopted on the motion of Uro Cummins 

seoonded by ~r. John J. o'Byrne:-

"'!'hat our Se cretary oorre spond with Local Government Depart ent 

as to whether it ~ld not be advisable in view of charges made by 

Insurance Companies for existing Bond drafted according to the 

provisions of the Public Bodies Order, to have with the Rate Collector 

a bond gua.ranteeing only against dishonesty, defalcation or 

embe zzle1l1ent. From experience gained to the present, though the 

Bond as per Public Bodies Order is most desirable and comprehensive, 

~e Counoil believe that the cost of same is too higho For the 

information of the Council the Local Government Department are aSked 

to supply the Conneil with the names of approved Insurance Societies 

which will be prepared to enter iato Fidelity Guarantee Bonds fcr 

Rate Collectors, also (if possible) their scale of charges. Further 

would Local ~overnment Department sanction the payment of premium by 

County Council should the latter decide on adopting su ch a course". 

Under date 27th April 1922, the Local Government Department 
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wrote:- "The Ministry have extended to the 15th May next the time for 

the closing of the Rate Colection for the period ended 31st March. 

the Collectors' sureties should. be notified of the Council's action". 

"The Secretary stated this had been done. 

In connection with Ro. 21 Collection District, the Secretary 

reported that Mr. Thomas Sullivan had called on him about a month ago 

and stated he would square up the question of amount of rates, etc. 

which r~d been outstanding when he acted as the Collector, 

Mr. Finn, Deputy Checker, New Ross, wrote under date 20th April 

1922, that Mr. Sullivan had not called up to then, and Mr. Finn stated 

at the Conference with the Collectors on 16th May~r. Sullivan had. 

not called on him in the meantime. 

The matter had been hanging on for a considerable time and some 

steps should be taken to dispose of ito 

It was decided that mr. Foley, Vice-Chairman Co. Council, inter.vie 

Mr. Sullivan with a view to having some tangible information obtained 

from Mr. Sullivan in the mattero 

As ~§~a~~ Collection District No. 13, Mro JoJ. anning, . Deputy 

Checker for Gorey District, wrote under date 23rd May 1922, that the 

late Mr. Do Byrne had lodged all sums collected by hi~. 

The seeming disorepancy referred to at Rate Collectors
V 

Conference occurred through a mistake made in duplicating the entries 

in his Abstract wh~entering up his last receipts, The amount now 

outstanding in this district was £2529. 4. l~~ on rate for March 1922, 

instead of £lB16. 16/- as stated at COfi~erence. 

Under date 17th ~ay 1922, Mrs. D. Byrne wrote asking for payment 

of poundage on rates collected by her late husbando 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of the 

Chairman (Mro Etchingham) seconded by Mr. J. o 'Byrne, (Gorey):-

H'fhat the Local Government Department be req uested to sanction 

payment of poundage to Mrs. Byrne, widow of the late Collector 

Daniel Byrne". 

Rate Collector for No. 13 Distric~. 

The following applied for the position of rate Collector for No. 

13 Collection District (B~llylarkin) Ballynestragh, Coolgreany 

Kilgorman, LimeriCk and Wingfield:-
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Sean Breen, 6 MoCurtain Street, Goreyo 

Uathew Brennan, ·Camolin. 

Andrww Howell, Ballyduffbeg, Camolin. 

Walter Jordan, Gurteen, Inoh. 

William' Kavanagh, Crmghan, Ballyfad. 

John ~ee, Castletown, Inoh. 

Miohael MoGrath, Market Square, Gorey. 

Philip O'Neill, Bally oonran , Craanfordo 

John O'Reilly, Bruce, Clonevan. 

Luke Smith, Haggardstown, Ballycogley (late of oulart) 

621 

On the motion of Mr. James Byrne, seconded by Mr. OVDonoghue, the 

following resolution was adopted:-

tt1rhat Mr. Treanor (Senior Assista.nt Surveyor) and lir. J .H • . Cadogan 

(Assistant in Co. Council Office) be apPointed Examiners and Super­

intendents for exa.mination of Rate Collectorsin Irish, English, and 

Arith metic" . 

After the Examination the following was presented as the result:-

Irish English Arithmetic Total 

Michael MoGrath 100 75 100 275 

John Lee 70 75 100 245 

J. O'Reilly 65 60 100 225 

Sean Breen 
~ 

75 70 60 205 

Andrew Howell 30 30 70 130 

Mo BrennAn 90 35 125 

Walter Jordan 25 30 60 115 

Luke Smith 30 40 70 

11m. Kavanagh 15 20 20 55 

Philip OiNeill was not in attendance. 

The Chairman held that four candidates only, viz:- Messrs. M. Mc 

Grath, John Lee, John OiReilly, and Sean Breen had qualjfied. 

It wa.s agreed that a poll would be taken wit bout any proposing 

or se90nding of Candidates. 

The following was the redUlt:-

For 0 Reilly:- Messrs. Hall, J. Byrne, Mo M. 0 Donoghue, Devereux 
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Kavanagh and the Chairman.- 6. 

ERr McG~ath:- Messrs. Corish, Cummins, John OOByrne (Gorey) JoJo 

otByrne (Cushinstown): 4. 

For Lee:- Nil. 

For Br~en:- Nilo 

The Chairman declared OVReilly elected. 

The following resolution was proposed by the Chairman, seconded 

by ~r. Of Donoghue and passed:-

H'rhat 'Mr. John 0 'Reilly, Bruoe, Olonavan Gorey be appointed Rate 

Collector for No. 13 Collection District of the County Wexford, subjeot 

to the sa:d<otion of the Local Government Department". 

Enniscorthy Mental Hospital . 

The Seoretary reported that the Local Government Department had 

forwarded to the treasurer of the County Council Pay Order for £1975 

as an instalment of the Government Contribution for the maintenance 

of pa~ients in Enniscorthy Mental Hospital . 

Advances in respect of Damages to Property. 

Under datA 11th may 1922 the Minsitry of Local Government wrote 

(LoG. 2356) that in certain cases of injury to property, the 

Provisional Government were prepared to make preliminary payments by 

way of loan where such a course was desirable in the interests of 

industry, trade or employment, and particularly where rebuilding was 

involvAd. 

~ Cl€.ims for ~ar Damage. 

Under date 16th May 1922, the following Circular letter was read 

from Local Government gepartrnent:-

"The Ministry of Local Government request the immedi~te return to 

the Office of all olaims lodged on behalf of persons who have suffered 

loss during the period January 1919- July 1921. ' 

This Department looks to every Local Authority for the mo~t 

cordial and friendly co-operation in dealing with claims for 

compensation. 

The Commission, which is opening on Firday next, at the Court 

house, Green Street, Dublin, is set up to inquire into these claimS 

which are largely against the British Government. The Commission 

-' 
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is set up by the two Governments and with their consent. 

It will be necessary for each Local Authority to assist, as far as 

lies in its p~wer, the work of the Commission in procuring evidence, 

furnishing particulars, and expert advice on the value of the damaged 

profdrty" • 

It was decided on the motion of the Chairman, seconded by Mr. J. 

Byrne the,t the Secretary give every information possible to the 

Ministry of Local Government 1n connection with applications for 

compensation for Wer losses". 

County Board of Healtho 

In ~onnection with the resolution adopted by tee County Council 

at their meeting on 8th May 1922 as to cbargeab11ity of expenditure 

for County Board of Health, the following under date 16th May 1922 (12. 

(12,950-22) was read from Local Government Department:-

"1~e entry relating to chargeab111ty for expenses under the Public 

Hea.lt.h Board has been noted and I deSire to inform. you that there is 

no provision for Union Charges under the Amalgamation Scheme as the 

Union area no longer exists. All cbarges must therefore be either 

district charges of County-at-Large Charges". 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr. Corish, 

seconded by Mr. o'Donoghue:-

"That the reference from Local Government Department as to 

chargeability of expenses of County Board of Health under date 16th 

May 1922 (12,950-22) be adjourned to next meeting and that our 
~ 

Secretary explain to the Department the vieYls of the Council as to 

why they agreed to the resolutior of Mro John J. o'Byrne". 

Under date 27th April 1922 the Local Government Department 

(8,848/22) wrote that they had accepted the resignation of Mr. Janes 

Connors as a member of County Board of Health. 

Under date 16th M~y 1922, the Minister of Local Government wrote 

that tho reSignation of Mr. Tho'11as Neville as a member of County 

Board of Health had been acceptddo 

Under date 16th April 1922 the report of Mr. M. Ryan (Engineer-

ing Section Local Government Depart~ent) as to buildings in Wexford 

proposed for County Hospital, was read. (It has appeared on previous 

Winutes). 
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Under date 20th Aprtl 1922, Mr. OVSull1van, Aoting Seoretary, 

county Boa.rd of Heal th, wrote asl-:ing for the inforrration of the County 

Board of Health,· .8. report from the County Sol1oi tor as to how the 

County Infirmary, includ.ing the Surgeon 9 shouse, Nas held or in whom 

vested. In a report submitted to the County Boardof Health on 15th 

Maroh 1922, it was stated that the County Infirmary was vested in the 

County Council, but some members of the Committee s~ated that private 

iuterests were. a.lso involved. Before approaohing the County Infirmary 

Committee on the subject of handin~ over the premises he (Mr. O'Sullivan 

would like to see Me6 Elgee's report. 

In oonnection with the Lady Ssmonde Home which stands on the 

Infirmary grounds and was now idle, Mr. OVSUllivan asked that Mr. 

Elgea would communicate with the Trustees on behalf of the County 

Board of Health and ask the Ifrustees on wha.t te~ms, if any, they 

wou~d be prepared to hand over the Home to the Gounty Board of Health, 

in the event of its being deoided to establish the County Hospital at 

the County Infirmary and requiring the Hame as an adjunct to the 

Hospitalo 

The following under date 21st April 1922 was read from Mr. RoWo 

Elgee, Solicitor to the Counoil:-

NI am in receipt of your letter of yesterday with copy of one from 

the Aoting Secretary of the County Wexford Board of Public Health, 

enclosedo 

I have looked into the title to, and t~e ownership of the County 

~ 
Infirmary premises, and although I have no documents of title, I am 

of opinion that the premises are now vested in the County Council. 

And they are held in fee, free of rent. 

I believe the site was bought and tbe premises erected, by the 

old Grand Jury, out of funds raised by Presentment off the County. 

The property of the Grand Jury or property held by any oth«> 

Board or otherwise for any public uses and purposes of ~ County, was 

vested in the County Council by Article 15 (1) of tbe Local 

Government (Application of EnaotT'lents Order 1806) and in my opinion 

the Infirmary falls within the above description of "Property held 

for a Public Purpose"o 
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MRe Lady Esmonde Hosp1tal"o 

"AS directed I am writing to the Trustees of this Hospital to 

ascertain if and on what terms they are prepared to hand over these 

premises to Pub 1 i.c Health Board. 

I must point out however, that as this Hospital was carried on 

by the Trustees, under a Scheme settled by the Chancery Division, the 

Trustees have no power, in themselves to hand over the premises to the 

Board without the permission of the Chancery Division being first 

obtil. ined" • 

Under date 20th May 1922, the Secretary County Board of Health, 

fo~warded the following resolution adopted at the meeting of the 

Board on 17th May 1922:-

"'That we request the County Council to trahsfer the thea.tre 

equipment of the County Infirmar;T to the neW County Hospital". 

The question of the effect of closing the County Infirmary as 

regards compensation to staff etc., was considered. 

Mr. Corish asked if the officers whose offices would be aboli.shed 

would be entitled to compensation or superannuationo 

After some discussion the following resolution was adopted on the 

motion of Mr. JoJ. o'Byrne, seoonded by Mr. re&nond:-

"That ~r. R.W. Elgee, Solicitor to the Coo Counoil, obtainCounsel~ 

opinion &15 to the position of the County Council towards County 

Wexford Infirmary, as to whether County Council can withdraw its 

grant from the In~tution or close it completely., in the event of 

so doing will the officers be entitled to superannuation or 

compensation., are County Council owners of equipment in County 

Infirmary such ~s operating theatre etC., and generally to advise as 

to the pOifers and obligatlbons of the County Council towards the County 

Wexford Infirmary". 

Extension Road Limit of Expenditure. 

Under date 3rd May 1922 the Local Government Department wrote 

(9630/ 22 ) extending road limits of expenditure for New Ross and 

Wexford Rural Districts to £12,000 and £17,200 respectively. 

Application Interned Rate Collectors. 

The following letter under date 14th April was read from the 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



626 

following Rate Colle.ctors:- James Quirke, Edwa.rd Roe, John J. Sinnott, 

Matthew Kelly and Patrick Walsh.:-

"We understand that the Minister for Loca.l Government, Dail Eirean 

has issued instructions to all the Public Boards to pay their officers 

who were imprisoned or interned during the recent hostilities two-

thirds their salaries during the term of their incarceration. We 

be lieve that Rate Collectors appointed in the War period come under 

these instructions. We therefore appeal to the County Council to 

grant us the sum of £2.10/- per week during the term of our imprison­

mento We received no grant from any sourCe whatever. Knowing the 

risk weran we trust the County Council will give this matter their 

kind consideration and allow us something in recompense". 

Under date 4th May 1922 the Local Go~ernment department wrote 

(10360-22) that the claims of the Collectors will be dealt with by 

the Ministry for Local Government when they come before the Department 

recorded in Minutes of proceedings of the County Council. 

The Secretar~r pointed · out that the present Commission to enquire 

into War Damage would not deal with such applications as those 

received from the Rate Collectors who had been interned. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr. Corish 

seconded by Mr. J.J. ~'Byrne:-

"This County Council are of opinion t hat steps should be taken by 

Dail Eirenn to see that a. CommisSion be set up to consider claims from 

men who were interned or who suffered personal damage by agents of the 

British Governmen~ We hold that as the rate Collectors, who have 

made application to us for compensation, were interned simply because 

they were the lawfully apPOinted Collectors of the County Council, it 

is the bUSiness of Dail Eireann to secure suitable compensation for 

such men from the British Government by whose instructions they were 

illegally imprisoned and interned"o 

Motor Cycles for Assistant Surveyors. 

Under date 6th »ay 1922 the Local Government department wrote 

stating it was necessary to furnish them with an account of the 

amount expended in providing Motor Cycles for Assistant County 

Surveyorso 

The Secr etary pointed out that the Finance & Roads Committee had 
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recommended the purcnase of 4 H.Po ~r1umph (Motor Cycle) for four 

ASSistant Surveyors, cost £115 each as most suitable for Assistant 

Surveyors. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr. Jo Jo 

OVByrne, seconded by Mr. Kavanagh:-

"That we approve of purchase of 4 H.Po Triumph Motor Cycles for 

four Assistant Surveyors and that the question of running expenses 
• 

and upkeep be referred to next meeting of Finance & Roads Committee". 

Motor Car Acts. 

The question of the administration of Motor Car Acts and particul 

arly collection of Motor Tax was considered at length. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr. J.Jo 

O~Byrne, seconded by Mr. James Byrne:-

"~h8.t in order to heNe Motor Car Acts properly administered we 

hereby agree to place in charge of this work, Mr. C.R. Richards,Senior 

Clerk County Council Offices, provided Ministry of Transport are 

prepared to reCoup the Council his present annual remuneration of 

£342 per annum 0 
l1r. Richards has experienee of the work, and we 

believe this to be the best arrangement to secure the amount of 

Regis~ation and Taxation for each Motor VehiCle mn the County, and 

also amount for Motor Driving Licences". 

ASsistant in County Council Officeso 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr. J.Jo 

a 'Byrne , seconded by ~ James Byrne:-

"That our Secretary be empowered to employ clerical assistance 

for two months for the sorting and filing of p~pers consequent on 

removal to the County Hallo Tha t in the event of Mr. Richards ~ 

services being made available as Local Taxation Officer under Motor 

Car Acts to Ministry of Transport, a Clerk in his stead be appointed 

in County Council offices, position t.o be advertised, and salary and 

oonditions of office to be fixed by the Council on recommendation 

from Finance & Roads Committee". 

Ki tchen Equipment County Hall. 

The Chair~an (Mr. Foley) mentioned that Mr. Culleton and he were 

met on 22nd May 1922 by Mr. Hassett, Engineer to Wexford R.Do Council 
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and who was fitting up County Hospital with a request that he would 

be allowed to remove one of the kitchen stoves from the County Hall. 

Mr. Hassett had the men employed at County Hospital and informed them 

that if he could not have the range in the County Hall, the Board of 

Health would have to purc~ase a range at a cost of £35. In view of 

tl1is and the statement from Mr. Hassett, he (Mr. Foley) and Mr. Culleton 

agreed ~hat Mr. Hassett should remove the range. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr. John J. 

O'Byrne, seconded by Mr. James B;rne:-

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr. John J. 

O'Byrne, seconded by Mr. James Byrne:-

"rr'hat the Council in the circumstances mentioned by Mr. Foley 

hereby sanction his action and that of Mr. Culleton in agreeing to 

have range in County Hall removed? t.o County Hospital. In future all 

applications of this nature must be in writing to the County Councilo 

That we agree to give ple~ry powers to the Finance & Roads Committee 

to allow the County Board of Health to remove from the County Hall any 

artiCles or materials which are not required there and wlHch would be 

useful to Co. Board of Health". 

Recommendations Finance &-Rd~g§ Comrnittee. 

The following Minutes of Finance & Roads Committee from meeting 

of 15th May 1922, were read:-

I'Present:- In the Chair, Mr. E. Foley (Vice-Chairman Co. Council) 

and R. Corish. ~ 

The Secretary, COlA.nty Surveyor and Mr. T. Treanor, Senior 

ASSistant Surveyor were also in attendance. 

Mr. Kirby, ASSistant Surveyor- Gorey District. 

Under date 13th May 1922 Mr. James ~irby, B.E. ASSistant Surveyor 

for Gorey District wrote:: 

HowIDng to the miserable salaries paid their ASSistant Surveyors 

by the Wexford Co. Council and the continued perSistence of that body 

in refusing to effeot a reasonable and equitable re-adjustment of the 

wholly inadequate salaries paid to Surveyors by their predecessors 

in office, I hereby tender the CounCil my resignation of the po's1 tion 

of Assistant Surveyor in your County. I find it absolutely 

impossible to continue in the position under the above Circumstances" 
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This resigna;:on is without prejudice to my olaim for arre~s 

of 'salary due to me during the period of suspension of work 1921-22 9 

and I would be ocliged for a definite statetrent of the Council's 

intention in the matter". 

"Referred to County Council"o 

Gelignite for Quarries. 

"It was decided tha.t Mr. Treanor, Senior Assistant Surveyor, make 

the mecessary arrangements with Military Head Quarters in Dublin for 

a supply of explosives for Quarries" • 

Finances for Quarry Work . 

flThe Committee recorr.mendod the County Council to borrow from the 

Traasu rer of the Counoil, the National Bank, a sum of £6,000 to 

provide for oontinuance of work in quarries"c 

'The £10,000 Unemployment Grant. 

Mr. Foley mentioned'that the Looal Government Department, Dail 

Eireann, did not appear to be satisfied with the manner in whioh the 

County Surveyor had presented the Soheme in conneotion with the 

Unemployment Grant, they dod not consider the particulars furnished 

were sufficiently definiteo 

The County Surveyor stated that he had received a letter from the 

Local Government Department in connection with this Grant asking for 

the lengths of road dealt with and their location, and quantity of 

materi~l provided for them, all to be set out in detail. It would 

take a full fortnightts ' work~ prepare this information. 

Mr. Corish said he would have an interview with the Minister for 

Local Government during the week and would try and have the matter 

adjusted so that the grant would" be paid without further delay • 

. . otor Cycles for- Assistant Surveyors. 

Under date 6th May 1922, the Local Government Department wrote 

(9830/22) stating they required to be furnished with an account of 

the amount expended in providing Motor Cycl~s for the ASSistant 

Surveyors. 

Under date ,5th May 1922, Ur. R. J. EnniS, Assista.nt Surveyor, 

't rote that the following were the prioes of the five motor cycles 
whicl1 would be sui table for the work 

/0£ the Assistant Surveyors o 
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4 H.P. Triumph £ll5 

}tJ H.P" Sunbeam 130 

4 HoP" Norton 1?4 

4 HoPo BoSoAo 114 

4 HoP" Indian 112. 

Of the above he considered the Triump~ to be the best as it was 

specially made for the class of work performed by Assistant Surveyors. 

This machine was almost eXClusi~.raly used for disptach riding during th 

War. It Ithere was an extensive scheme of direct lauour established 

~e Surveyors would require a machine which would run li~e a clock. 

"rrhe meeting recom;nended the purchase of Triumph Motor Cycles and 

directed the Secretary to ascertain if these could be obtained through 

the Supplies Department of the Government and if they could be 

delivered within a definite time". 

Petrol for County Surveyor. 

The County Surveyor 'in v iew of the fact that the County Council 

were about to supply petrol and motor cycles for Assistant Surveyors 

asked that he should be supplied ~ith petrol by the Council for the 

running of his Motor Car. 

"It was qecided to refer the matter to next meeting of the Finance 

& Roads Committee". 

Proposed reduction of Tonnage .. 

~ 

Mr. D. Doyle, (Road Contractor) Ballinagam, Clonevan, wrote under 

date 3rd May 1922, aSking that the tonnage on his road 170g be reduced 

from 64 yardS to 64 yards or increase the price from £25.10/- per 

annum to £32. 10/-

Mit was de~ided that no order be made"o 

Bed Clothing for Blacksmith. 

The Secretary called attention to an accoun·t for £5.5/- for 

providing bed clothing etC., for a blacksmith working at the County 

Hall. 

"It was deCided tha.t the amount be paid but . that the County 

Surveyor in future before incurring any expenditure of this character 

should have the approval of the Finance & Roads Committee". 
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Pri~ary Scholarship Scheme. 

, Entries received for the above to date wwre submitted by the 

Secretaryo 

The following recommendation was agreed to:-

"That applications from residents of Urban Districts of Enniscorthy 

New Ross and Wexford, as regards Primary Scholarships be not entertained 

As the Council ha~e not arranged to levy a rate for Primary Schola.rsh 

Scheme in Urban Districts of the County students of these Districts 

are ineligible to compete for said Scholarships. 

That as no application has been received from boys for Primary 

Scholarship Scheme, the date of receipt of application be extended to 

l~th June and that in the meantime our Secretary communicate with the 

various National Schools of the County with a view to securing entries 

from boys for these Scholarships". 

-------------------------~ 

The following resolutions were adopted:-

proposed by Mr. Do Kavanagh, seconded by mr. O'Donoghue:-

"That the reSignation of Mr. James Kirby, Assistant Surveyor for -

Gorey District be accepted"o 

Pnoposed ~r. Cumnins, seconded by Mr. O~Donoghue:-

"That the Minutes of FinanCe & Roads Committee for meeting of 

l~)th May 1922, be and are hereby a.pproved"o 

Proposed by Mr. Corish, seconded by Mr. John O'Byrne (Gorey):­

ft'rhat the County Surveyor be instructed to open up the necessary 

quarries with a view to providing sufficient road metalling for this 

year's work, and that if necessary the Council borrow a sum not 

exceeding £6,000 to allow this work to proceed effectively". 

Appointment of County Analyst. 

Under date 1st April 1922, the Minister for Local Government 

wrote that the Council could proceed to appo~nt an Analyst for the 

whole County as proposed. 

The followingresolution which was adopted at the meeting of the 

County Board of Health on 17th May 1922, was read for the meeting:­

"That we request the County Council to appoint a County .~alyst". 

The following resolution was adopted at the meeting of the 
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"That Messrs. O'Kelly, Keane and Miss o'Ryan, 26 Upper Mount Street 

Dublin, be appointed Ana.lysts to County Council under Foo'd & Drugs 

Acts at 5/- persample analysed, except water fee for which is to be 

£1.1/- and for poison cases £202/- as per conditions fixed by County 

Council appointment to be determined by a monthis notice on either 

side". 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of the 

Chairman, seconded by Mr J.J" OOByrne:-

"that Messrs. 09Kelly, Keane and 1.11ss a'Rya.n, 26 Upper Mount 

Street, Dublin, be re~appo1nted Ana1ysts to County Counc11 to cover 

analyses from all recognised County Bodies on the te:ms and con~~ions 

or the Co. Council t s resolution of 27th May 1921". ( f ~ f / 
Sheep Dipping Order. 

Under date IBth May 1922, the Veterinary Branch of the Departme nt 

of Agriculture & Technical Instruction wrote (letter ' No. 655-21) call 

attention to the necessity of an active execution and enforcement of 

the Sheep Dipping Order this yearo The general observance of the 

obligatton to dip sheep once in SUTl'nner and twice in Autumn is regarEied 

as not only the best preca.ution against the spread of Sheep Sca.b, bu.t 

as calculated to ~mote the interests of the sheep industry mn other 

ways. As the best results could not be obtained from the Dipping 

Regulations unlesS t hey are uniformly observed no Loca l Authority 

could remain indifferent to t~e condition of affair s in their ovm 

district without prejudicially affecting the general interest. . Each 

Local Authority was armed with the necessary powers for the adequate 

enforcement of the Regulations and the /Department hoped that every 

Local Authority will take steps to see that during the coming season 

their powers in the matter would be employed to the best advantage. 

As the neW Police Force was not expected to be in a position to 

render any assistance in regard to distribution of Sheep Dipping 

Forms etc. during the coming season, it was necessary for the County 

. Council to make adequate provision for the work of distributing and 

collecting these forms. Neither would the poU Ce be in a position to 

supply the Co. Council with tbe usual particulars as to the numbers 

and ownership of sheep, and the Local Authority should therefore ta,ke 

steps as would appear to them necessary in order to obtain this 
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information. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of the Chair-

man, seconded by Mr. Corish:-

tf1'hat we re-e.ppoint JatJ1e~ Murphy, Coolbaun, Ferns as Sheep Dipping 

rnspector for the Rural Districts of Gorey and Enniscorthy at a 

renmneration of £26 for both dipping periods of 1922 and that we 

re-eppoint Mr. James Hayden, Corlican, Killurin as Sheep Dipping 

Inspector for Rural Districts of New Ross and Wex~ord, at a remuneration 

of £26 for both dipping periods of 1922. In the event of either of 

these officers refusing to act that the position be advertised in 

acoordanoe with the terms of this resolution. That foras of notice of 

dippin.g be furnished the Clerks of Rural District Councils, the members 

of the County Council and County Committee of Agricul ture & Technical 

Instruotion". 

' Mr. NeE. Walsh, Ex-Jail Official. 

Correspondenoe was read from Mr. N.E. walsh, Ex-Jail Official as 

to paymant of arrears of his superannuation allowanoe and a resumption 

of payment. 

Under date 6th May 1922, the Ministry for Looal Government wrote 

that as the Briti~ Government had undertaken to restore the local 

Grants which had been with~eld it would be proper for tbe 60unty 

Council if they are satisfied that the amount claimed by Mro Walsli 

was properly due, to reSume the payment to Mr. Walsh, and also any 

other payments which Should be made in the nDrmal oourse had tbe 

grants referred to not been withhelde 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr. Corish, 

seconded by the Chairrnan:-

"1~at the question of reinstating payment of superannuation of 

Mr. N.Eo Wa,lsh, Ex-Jail Official and also dealing with payment of 

arrears of same be adjourned until the grants of the Council are 

re Oe ived in full from G~vennmel'lt tt 0 

Application re Road Foremanship. 

Under date 20th MaY, 1922, Mr. Aidan Mernagh, Ballinaslaney, 

O~rlflgate wrote aSking to be reinsta.ted as quarry or road foreman, and 

prorl.ising to carry ' out the orders of the officers of the Co. Councilo 
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The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mro Corish 

seconded by the Chairman:-

"That we request the County Surveyor to endeavour to offer a 

position as quarry or road foreman to Aidan Mernagh, Bal11naslaney, 

Oylegate, when same be available"o 

Direct Labour Scheme. 

Mr. D. Houstcn, Irish Transport & General Workers' Union, wrote 

under date 29th Way 1922 asking the CounCil for permission to come 

before them in connection with the question of direct labour on roadso 

permission having been granted on the motion of Mr. Corish, 

seconded by Mr. Jo a'Byrne, Mro Houston complained that the Enniscorthy 

RID. Council had given road contracts to men who held 25 acres of land 

alt.hough the County Council had agreed that no man holding more than 

ten acreS of arable land should ·be given a contract. 

"It w~s pointed out that the County Council did not feel themselves 

in a position to lay down hard and fast rules as to the position which 

men accepted as road contractors should hold in view of the fact that 

there was no main road scheme in Wexford County, and all roads were 

district charges". 

Mr. Houston als6~mplained that certain people had been granted 

haulage contracts and were carrying them out by hired labour. The 

County Council wages were not being paid in these caseso This was a 

pernicious system and would not be agreed to by the Irish Transport 

Union. 

After soree discussion the Council deCided to make "No Order" 

Tender Machinery Shed. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of the Chair-

man, seconded by Mr. Corish:-
~ 

"111a t the Ccunty Surveyor be dire cted to adverti se for tenders 

for erection of Machinery Shed at the County Hall". 

proposed County Police Force. 

The following report of Conference relative to establishment of 

county Police force was read:-

ft · A Conference between the County Council, Rural District Council, 

Urban Councils and »epublican Courts, regarding th~ policring of the 
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County, was held in the County Hall, Wexford on Monday 22nd Ma.y 19220 

Mpresent:- "Mr. E.P. Foley (presiding) Also:- Messrs. G • Devereux 

MoC.C. C. Culleton, R.~. Council, wexford, T. Mccarthy, Chairman 

Enn1:~oorthy Urban Council., Aldern'ian Corish, Mayor of Wexford., T.Do 
Wexford 

Sinnott, representing North/Republican Courts., and J 0 McCormack, 

South Wexford Republican Courts. 

Messrs. Richard Si~nott, Brigade Police Officer, Wexford., and To 

A. Frizelle, Assistant Secretary County Council were also in attendance 

The following wire was read from mr. Philip Lennon, Court Registrar 

New Ross:-

"Broke down off Roa.d Lynch unable to attend, viri ting Lennon". 

"A discussion t:.ook plaoe as to whether it would be adv isable to 

proceed with a LOCA.l Scheme in view of the fact tha.t, owing to the 

Agreement between the Political parties in An Da.il, the Government 

would most probably" prepare at onCe a Scheme for a Policing of the 

whole County. 

"Sor.le members expressed the view that a.n;{ Scheme the Government 

would put into operat~n would take some _ @fi~h§ to be brought into 

working order and as robberies and other crimes were very prevalent 

in the County at presBnt a Local Scheme which could be started at once 

would be very necessary, until the Government's arrangements were 

complete. 

It was also pointed out that owing to Decrees of the Courts not 

being executed tho Rates of the County were not being paid as they 

should, and this explanation was given by many Rate Collectors as to 

the backward state of their collectionso 

"Mr. ToD. Sinnott recommended that any Local Force that might 

be established be under the control of the Courts, which would appoint 

a Police Board having full powere over appointments and the effietenoy 

of the force generally. he believed that if the reveIDle of the 

Courts was utilised for the purpose it would be quite sufficient after 

a short period to defray the expenses of the Scheme 0 It would be 

necessary when making a start to ask the County Council to guarantee 

a sum of about £2,000 which would be raised for the establishment of 

the Force If. 
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"As regards the number of men necessary and rate of pay it was 

decided that Mr. Ro Sinnott prepare a statement for submission to next 

meeting of the number of men required for the County and their proposed 

loca.tion along with an estimate of the cost of the carrying out the 

Scheme". 

"Mr. Sinnott proposed and Mr. Foley seconded the following 

resolution:- "That the County Council be requested to gue,:-antee a sum 

of £2,000 towards the establishment of a Local Police Force. That in 

the meantime the Secretary get into touch with the Government with the 

vie~ of ascertaining if they have prepared a Scheme for the policing 

of the Country and if so, the particulars of same and when it is 

proposed to have it in operation". 

-------------------
Hrrhe Secretary stated tha.t an outline of the Minutes of Conference 

had been furnished the Minister of Defence who wrote as follows under 

date 23rd May 1922 (a3677):-

"In reply to yo~ communication of 22nd May re Police, the 

Government's intent10n was tbat until the distribution of the newly 

fOr Y!led Police force, the policing of the County would be carried out 

through the Army Organisation by men employed on full time duties and 

set aside for police work. Now that a political settlement hee 

taken place the trouble in the Army which prevented this being 

effectively done up to the present, disappears, and the position is th& 

this work can be effectively taken up now by the Volunteers. In view 

of thiS, I consider it inadvisable that any new Force such as you 

suggest should be started". 

"The Chairman did not consider it feasible to employ the Army as 

Police, and gave several rea~ons to b~ar out this opinion". 

The following resolution was admpted on the motion of Mr. Cummins 

seconded by Mr. John o'Byrne:-

"That the Wexford County Council are Drepared to guarantee (if 

required) a sum not exceeding £2,000 for the establishment of a 

County Police Force, this proposal to receive the sanction of the 

Local Government DepartJTlent". 

Examination of Candidates for Positions under Co. Council 

Proposed by Mr. John J. a Byrne, seconded by Mr. DevereuX and 
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adopted:-

"That in the case of appointments under tbas County Council to 

positions in respect of which it is decided to hold a qualifying 

Examination, we hereby instruct our Secretary to arrange for the 

holding of Examination the day preceding the day of Election, and if 

the latter be on' Monday to arrange for examination the previous 

Sa turday," • 

Wexford & Edermine Bridges .. . 

Under date 11th May 1922 the following was r ead from Mr. R. Wo 

Elgee, Solicitor to the Council:-

, M~he County Council have np power to close up the opening span of 

Wexford Bridge, as suggested by putting down piles to support the 

bascule, as the publiC using the river can compel the County Council 

to open the span to allow vesseis to pass through",. 

Under da.te 11th M(1922, Mr. R.W. Elgee, Solicitor to the Council 

wrote that he ha.d looked into the by-ll),ws made by the County Council 

dealing with bridges over the river Slaney and there is no provision 

in them &s to who is to bear the cost and expenses of opening the 

Bridges. This being so he was of opinion that the County Council 

would have to opBn the span of Edermine Bridge at their oWlexpense. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr. 

Kavanagh, seconded by Mr. OVponoghue:-

"1~at the question of strengthening bascule of Wexford bridge and 

proposed appointment of caretaker for Edermine Bridge be referred to 

next rreeting of Finance & Roads Coromi ttee for a considered recomrnend-

Irish Political Prisoners in English Jail§. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr. John 

Jo o 'Byrne , seconded by Mr. Devereux:-

"That a te~egram from this meeting be despatched to Messrs. A. 

Griffith and M .. Collins, Dovming Street, London, calli!lg their 

attention to thc number of Ir j sh political prisoners in English 

j~ils and aSking the Irish delegates to take steps to se~lre the 

release of these mert"o 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



63R 

kepair etC. Secretary's OffiCe. 

'rhe following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr. J. 

J. O'Byrne, seconded by the Chairma.n:-

"That our Secretary be empow'~red to have his ·office ropaired, wall s 

distempered and floor covered with Ijnoleum at a oost not exceeding 

Drinagh Cement Works. 

Under date 25th May 1922, the following was read from the Minister 

for Looal GOVernment (Trade):-

"As we a.re informed that the British Portland Cerrent Company are 

now engaged in re-opening the Drinagh Cement Works, we consider that 

the resolution passed by your COUll oil urging a boyoott of tha.t Company 

should now be reSCinded. This was agreed on at the Conference with 

Cement Comapny's Directors at which your Council was respesented"o 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of the Chait-man 

seconded by Mr. nevereux~ 
"~bat the Minister for Looal Government be informed that the 

Council are not satisfied with the manner in which the work of re-open 

ing Drinagh Cement Works is proceeding. The present operations can 

be describe~ as tinkering only, 'and we are satisfied the question of 

r .e-opening the Works is not being dealt with by the Company as 

arrrnged at Conference. When the Company give some evidence that 

tbeu are in earne st the Council will be prepared to consider the 

rescinding mf their resolution". 

Irish products League. 

Circular letter was read froIT the Head Organiser of the Irish 

~oduo:bs League, University College, Cork, aSking the Co; Council to 

pass a resolution calling on the pe~ple of the County to support Irish 

Manufacture until Unemployment has ceased and to join the Irish 

Produots League., further to oall a publio meeting with a view to 

founding a branch of the League. 

"lio Order" 

Jurors' Lists. 

Under date 25th April 1922, Messrs. J. English & Co., Printers 

Custom House Quay, .oxford, forwerded acoount for last" year's contrac\ 
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f.l' Jurors' Lists, the printing of which was suspended altho' the work 

had been cOIT.mencedo This contract was taken at a very low price, and 

of course on the understanding that t be County Council would carry OU t 

their share of it. The amount cIa irred by Messrs. Eng11 sh &. Co. is 

£135. 9. 6d. 

The following resolution was adoptee on the motion of the Chair-

man, seconded by Mr. James Byrne:-

"That Messrs. ~nglish & Co. be informed that as the Jurorso Lists 

for 1921 were not printed owing to War conditions the Council cannot 

assume liability for payment". 

Railway Rates. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr. Corish 

seconded by the Chairman:- . 

• 'That we call on the Irish railway Companies to reduce their local 

rates for carriage of goods. we are convinced that present rates are 

hampering trade and c(erce and hindering the deveitopment of Ireland. 

We believe that a reduction would not cause loss. We vlould further 

point out that if even in ~heir own interests Railway Companies are 

not prepared to consider the Nation~l aspect of this questiont every 

representative man will find himself compelled to help the 

establishment of a well balanced road transport system in competition 

with rail transit. We fail to under stand why it should be cheaper 

(owing to favourable railway rates) to have goods brought from 

Manchester to Wexford than from Dublin to Wexford , a fact which is 

directly against the development of Irish Tradeo. 

That a copy of this resolution be furnished the Secretary to the 

Railway Commission and tlb the Railway Clearing House". 

Quarry at Clonrocheo 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of the 

Chairman, seconded by Mr. Corish:-

"~hat the agreement for working quarry at Clonroche on the lands 

of Mrs. Kathleen Tector, be sealed and Signed on behalf of the 

Council. That we hereby a·gree to pay Mrs. ~ector a sum of £25 for 

right of way over her land to adRit aCCeSS to the quarry., also 

surface damage at ordinary rate and as mentioned in agreement". 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



,640 

Road Over-seer John Breen. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of the 

Chairman, seconded by Mr. John J. OVByrne:-

"That Mro RoW. Elgee, Solicitor to the County Council be directed 

to proceed against John Breen, Road Overseer, for Bridgetown Road 

Group, for the recovery of money paid him for purchase of Insurance 

Stamps for road workers g Cards". 

Unemployment in County WeAford. 

In connection with the resolution of the County Council adopted 

at meeting of 6th May 1922, ask ing the Minister of Economic Affn.irs 

to receive a deputation in connection with unemployment in County 

Wexford, under date loth May 1922 a letter was read from the Ministry 

tru~t the Minister had been indisposed for the previous week and it was 

not possible to say when he. would be in a position to resume duty. The 

letter of the Co. Council aSking for the reception of the deputation 

would be brought to th(e attention of the Minister at the first 

opportunity. 

The follo\ving resolution was adopted on the motion of the 

Chairman, seconded by Mro J. Byrne:-

"'That the attention of the Minister of Economic Affairs be called 

to the abnormal amount of unemployment in County Wexford of which the 

Councillors have hourly evidence. -We direct our County Surveyor to 

prepcre for submission to the Relief Committee set up by D&il Eireann 

a Soheme for Relief Works which are urgently needed to mitigate the 

distress in this County. We hereby apply to this Committee for a 

Grant of £15,000 for this prupose. Numbers of our people are on the 

verge of starvation and the County CounCil .are besieged with 

applica:t,ions for employment and with which they are unable to deal. 

The Coast fishermen of the County are in dire starits and we call on 

the Relief Committee to ht~lp them to tide over the present period of 

distress. H 

Demands- Public Bodies. 

Under date 23rd M~y 1922, Mr. o oSullivan, Clerk Wexford Union, 

wrote asking payment of £3,334 amount due on foot of demand of 

Wexford Guardians t ,o 31st March last. 
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Under date 23rd May 192~, Mr. ToD. Sinnott, Secretary County Board 

of Health, wrote aSking the County Council to transfer £3,000 to enable 

the Board to meet the quarterly payments which would fall due on the 

1st June 1922. 

Proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Mr. Corish, and adopted:­

"That our Secretary be instructed to make the largest pcssible 

payments to the PubliC Bodies subsidised by the County Council, taking 

into consideration the presant condition of the finances of the 

COllncil" • 

--------00000--------

(Signed) 

\ Presiding Chairman 

Dated this day of 19 . 
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