
307 

STATUTABLE HALF-YEARLY MEETING.- Bth MAY 191~. 

The Statutable Half-Yearly Meeting of the Wexford County Council, 

was held in the Co. Council Chamber, Courthouse, Wexford, on 6th May 

1916. 

Present:- Mr John Bolger, (Chairman) Presiding. 

Also:- Messrs W. Thorpe, M. Doyle, N. J. Cowman, M. Codd, A. Kinsella, 

P. Keating, P. Of Neill, J. J. Stafford, R. Scallan, J. Redmond, J. J. 

o fByrne , James Codd, M. Cloaey, J. A. Doyle, J. J. Kehoe. 

The Secretary, County Surveyor, and County Solicitor, were also 

in a.ttendance. 

Confirm tion of Minutes . 

The Minutes of last Meeting were read and confirmedo 

The late Mr J. E. Redmond M. P., 

In connection with the vote of oondolence to the family of the 

late Mr J. E. RedI?ond M. P., Mrs John Redmond and family wrote desirin 

to return their sincere thanks for the kind expression of sympathy 

submitted on behalf of the County Council. 

Bannow County Division Co-option. 

Under date 1st May 1916, the Clerk New Ross R. D. Council, wrote 

that his Council at th,ir meeting on 27th ult., recommended Mr Patr1ck 

Quigley J. P., Faree, Foulksmills, for co-option for Bannow County 

Division in the room of the l~te Mr J. T. Mayler. 

A largely signed Memorial from the Ratepayers of the County 

Division in favour of the co-option of ';1r Quigley, was submitted to t e 

Meetin • 

On the motion of Mr Kehoe, seconded by Mr Cloney, the following 

resolution was adopted:-

"That Mr Patrick Quigley J. P., Faree, Foulksmills, be co-opted 

a member of this Cotmcil for Bannow County Division, vice Mr JoT. 

Mayler deceased." 

Midwives (I~eland) Act 1918. 

The following Circular letter under date 3rd May 1916, was read 
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from the Local Gov~rnrnent Board:-

"I am directed by the Local Govern~ent Board for Ireland to state 

under the Midwives ~Ireland) Aot, 1918, a Central Midwives Board for 

Ire •. nd is to be formed, two of the Men:ber s of which are to be persons 

appointed by the Local Government Board after consultation with the 

county councils and borough councils to represent those bodies respect-

ively on the new board. 

I am, therefore, to state that tbe Local Gov~rnment Board will be 

g18,d to be favoured wtth any views or sugge stions which the Council may 

desire to offer as to who are fit and proper persons to be appointed for 

the purpose. 

As it is necessary that the formation of the new Board should be 

proceeded with at once, I am to request that a s~ecial meeting of the 

Council may be convened to consider the matter, unless the Council have 
, 

already fixed a meeting to he held during the present or early in the 

coming month." 

On the motion of Mr O'neill, seconded by Mr Cowman, the following 

resolution was adopted:-

"That in the opinion of this Council the local supervising 

authority under the Midwives (Ireland) Act should have been Boards of 

Guardians, and we cons ider that the Local Government Boa.rd s'I-J.ould arran 

tha.t t e powers 6f th .... Council 'n tl is ma.tter be delegated to the v~.rio 

Boards of Guardia.ns in County Wexford." 

M 11 Trains. 

The following letter under date 30th April 1918, wa.s read from 

the Secretary, Genera.l Post Office, Dublin:-

"With reference to your lettt~r of the 20th instant, respecting 

the working of the Day Mail Trains on the Dublin &. South Eastern 

Railway, I have to inform you that the Company have furni shed the 

Department ·with a copy o~ the letter \vhich they sent you in regard to 

the rr.a t t e r • In view of the reasons given tnerein it is regretted 

tb&t the Post O~fice is not in a position to ' press for the earlier 

departure of the morning Trains from Dublin or the aoceleration of the 

evelng Train to Dublin, and I may state for the information of the 

Wexford Cou~ty Council that the postal arrangements in tbe districts 

served by the Dublin &. South Eastern Railway have been less disturbed 
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in connection with the recent train restrictions tb n in very rra.ny other 

parts of the Country." 

Under da te 25th April 1915, the fol l owing le t ~..,r was rea.d from the 

General Man ger, D. & S. E. Railway Co:-

"In reply to your letter of the 20th inst., enclosing copy of 

resolution pas sed by the Wexford County CounCil, I beg to inform you 

that the reduced train service bet een Dublin and Wexford, a.s well e.s 

on other portions of the Ltne, has been renfered nece~sary in consequence 

of an Ord~r 1s s,\; ... j by the Board of Trade that the Coal consumption 

should be materially reduced. 

In order to put an engine at Wexford out of steam the Cornpa.ny were 

obliged to rum one train from Wexford to Dublin in the mornings instead 

of the 6.40 a.m., and the 10. 15 a.m., trains, a.nd an intermediate time 

for starting ~vas selected. It was a'fter much deliber@.tion and 

consu1tfl,tjon vrith t1.e Post Office tbat the Conpa.ny decided upon 5 a. . m., 

as the most suitable time for departure from Westland Row having regard 

to (a.) the working arrangements between Westland Rowand Kingstown pier 

(b) the convey nce of Mails, and (c) the conveyance of t~e large number 

of passengers who formerly patronised the 10015 a.m., train, and found 

tke 6.40 tra in too ea.r1y . 

The COirpany has a.1ready re-considered the question of an earlier 

arrival of the train in Wexford, but an earlier arr1v 1 would mean a 

correspondihgly earlier depa.rture from Westland Row, a.nd this would have 

the effect of renderinG the train unsuitable for business pupposes for 

passengers from Dub1inand intermediate stations along the line. There 

would also be the further complications with regard to sending off the 

trajn to Kingstown Pier and the providing of a shunting engine to assist 

in hauling it from that place. 

With r~gard to the 3 p,m., tra.in from Wexford, owing to the earlier 

departure of the M il Packet from Kingstown to Hmllyhe d, and the 

revised times of departure of the night Uails from Dublin, it is 

essential that the Wexford tra.in be brought into Dublin correspondihgly 

early. T~e present timing of the trains a.lsoprovides for decelerat-

ion on the journey which is urged by the Railway Executive Committee 

and by which mea.ns a substantia.l saving in coal is effectedo 

I regret the inconvenience caused to the business communities 

of Wexford and New Ross, but cannot hold out any bope of the suggested 
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alterations being brought into operation in the existing circumstances." 

"'rhe Chairman said he had gone very fully into the question with Mr 

McMahon, Secretary to the Post Office, and Mr Coghlan, The Traffic Manager 

of the D. & S. E. Railway, and it was found impossible to modify the 

present service." 

Wild Birds hwss-Saltee and ~eeragh Islands . 

The following letter under d~te 30th April 1916, was read from the 

Under Secretary, Dublin Castle:-

"With reference to your letter of the 4th instant, intimating that 

the Wexford County Council had no objection to the proposed rescinding 

of the Order of the 22nd December 1915, as to the teking or destroying 

of-the Eggs of Wild Birds in the Saltee and Keeragh Islands, I am 

dir~cted ~y t~e Lords Justices to request you to inform the County 

Council that it is not proposed to proceed any further in the matter." 

"No Order" 

Bantry Commons Rating. 

The follo'.Vtng letter under date 9th April 1916 (Noo 15760 

Wexford eounty) W8.S read from the Loca.l Gove"rnment Board::-

191'3, 

"With reference to your letter of the 4th instant a.nd enclosure 

relative to the proposed refund of £60. 17. 7d to Collector E. J. 

Murphy by the County Council of Wexford of certain arrears of rate for 

t e half-years ended 30th September 1913 to 31st Ma.rch 1917, on Ba.ntry 

Commons, I am directed by the Local Governnent Board for Ireland. to 

statt- t1-11tt W:it"l the information at present before them, the~T do not 

feel themselves to be in a. position to conCur in the County CounCil's 

recornmenda:tions in this case. 

The Boa.rd desire to remind you that on the 6th Decenber 1916, the 

County CounCil refUsed to refund to this Collector the sum of £45. 6. 

2d arrears of rates on Bantry Cowpons, and on the 2nd May 1917, the 

Council again declined to refund to this Collector the amount claimed 

by h~m as irreCoverable on the Bantry Commons on the grounds that "he 

should have been a.ble to collect said rates", a deCision with which 

the Board ooncurredo 

The Board observe tha.t in the Minutes of Proceedings of the Co 

Council on the 6th February 1916, a letter was read fr~ Collector 

Murp~1 applyin6 for a.r~fund of £60. 17, 7d being the amount of 
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uncollected rates lodged by him in, respect of the above named Commons. 

The Collector alleged in tn,is letter that he "could not proceed a.ga.inst 

the parties as taey did not reside in my district and could fi~d no 

cattle to sieze" n eXCuse, the for~er part of which, cannot be accepted 

as valid. 

The COllector's letter wa.s submitted by the County Council to 

the New Ross Rura.l District Council for their observa.tions which were 

furnished in the Rura.l District COuncil's Clerk's letter of the 6th 

March 1916, and enclosed with your corrmunication of the 4th instant, 

and were to the effeot tha.t the "Rate Colleotor is not to blame in this 

matter and it was unanimously decided to recommend the County Council 

to refund to him the amount in question. 

The Board are unable to concur with the decision arrived at by 

the Rural District Council absolving the Collector from blame as the 

Collector's own statement, quoted bove, that he could not proceed 

against the pa.rties a.s t e~r did not reside in his district would go to 

show that this officer does not possess a sufficient knowledge of, or 

wa.s not prepared to eXercise his powers of recovery as a Poor Rate 

Colle ct or. 

The Board have further had under review the report from Mr 

Elgee, Solicitor to tpe County Council, as contained in the Minutes 

of Proceedings of the County Council of the 2nd August 1916, of the 

a.ppea.l befor-e tl..e Right Honourable Mr Justice Kenny, in which it was 

stated that "as to Mr E. J. Murphy's part of the Corr~ons he vas unable 

or unwilling to swear who was in occupation of same and accordingly 

that part uf the claim Was strUCk ~ut." 

rr'he ab ove letter was considered by the Finance & Roads Corn.n:i ttee 

which submitted the following recomll1endation:-

"Tr..a.t Mr E. J. Murphy, Rate Collector, ;~ew Ross, be furnished vlith 

copy of the letter of the Local Government Board under date 9th April 

191~, refusin to a. ree to refund to him of arrears of Rate on ~antry 

Commons." 

On the motion of the Chairman, seconded by Mr Scalla.n, the 

following resolution was adopted:-

"fl'ha t the re commendat i'on of the Finance &. Roads Coromi tt ee be 

confirmed, a.nd that this matter be furtner postponed pending the 

receipt of any further representations to be made by Mr ~. ,T.Murpl).y o 
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Proposals for Payment . 

Proposed by Mr Scallan, 

Seconded by the Chairman:-

"That the several Propos~ls for payment submitted by the Proposal 
. 

Co~~ittee and Rural Distriot Councils as appe&rin on Forms 22, and for 

-8.11 matters dealing with general payments as submitted by the Secretary 

and reoommended by the Finanoe & Roads Corr.mittee, also transfers to 

Public Bodies, be and are heD~by approved subjeot to the modifications 

and other orders noted thereon and i~itialled by the C~~irman." 
itpassed" 

Proposals for Works . 

Proposed by Mr Scall~n, 

Seoonded by the Chairman:-

"That the several Proposals for Works submitted by the Proposal 

committee and the Rural District Counoils of Ennisoorthy, Gorey, and 

Wexford, and as appearing on Form 20, be and are hereby approved, 

subjeot to the modifi.oations and other orders noted thereon and 

initialled by the Chairman." 
"Passed" 

Tenders fo~ Roads . 

The County Surveyor reported that out of 173 roads put up for 

tender at the reoent Distriot Counoil Meetings tenders had only been 

aooepted for 21 in oonsequenoe of the absenoe of tenderers. 

Mr John A. Ry~n, Rate Coll~otor . 

Under date 2nd May 1916, the Looal Government Board wrote (letter 

No. 9003-1916, Wexford County) approving of the permanent appointment 

of Mr John A. Ryan a~ Rate Colleotor for No. 1 Colleotion Distrioto 

Parliamentary Registration. 

Under date 2nd May 1916, the Local Government Board wrote 

(letter No. 15560 : 1918) that they noted that the County Council had 

resolved to make no ohange in the existing polling distriots and 

polling plaoes for the parliamentary County of Wexford. The Board 

have approved of the inolusion of Rosberoon Urban Distriot Eleotoral 

Division in New Ross polling Distriot as proposed by the County 

Counci'l in pursuanoe of seotion 6 of the Redistribution of Seats 

( I:re land) Aot 1916. 
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Road Limit of Expend1tu~~. 

The Local Government Board forwarded Sealed Orders No. 10216-1916, 

).!>~ ~ 19 (& . extend1.ng the limit of Road Expenditure in GDrey Rural District to 

£7727. 16. 7d, for yea.r ending March 1919, and in Wexford Rural District 

to £6SQO for same period. 

New Ross Rural District.-Ro ds & WO~k9. 

The following letter under date 7th May 1916, was re~d from Mr 

Elgee, SolicitDr to the County Council:-

"With reference to your letter stating th~ District Council of the 

above had passed a Resolution declining to consider the Proposals for 

Road Maintenance and adjourning same. This state of affairs raises 

very serious question to be considered and that is what is noW to 

be done with the Roads that are out of Tender and for which no proposals 

were formulated and for which the County Council owing to the action of 

the District Council c~nnot new accept Tenders for sameo 

This now thro s an onus mn th~ Council which seems to me to rnlse 

grea.t d:lfftcult:es i'1 dischargin • Section 62 of the Local 

Government (Ireland) Act lB96 states it shall be the duty of every 

County and District Council according to their respective powers to 

keep 0.11 Public Works wd."lte.inable at the cost of their County or Distr4 

ict in good condition and repair and to take all steps necessary for tbe 

purpose. 

The District Council have in this instance refused to accept 

Proposals for such Maintenance and having done so the County Council 

have no machinery to work on except in my opinion & Sudden Damage 

Order ·and such Da.mage Orders are governed by Sec 11 of the Loca.l 

Government (Ireland) Act lB96 or by Direct Labour Schemee 

The question. of \vb.a.t remedy the general Public would h!!.~Te in this 

state of affairs a1so requires careful consideration. Even in a ca.se 

where there is an existing Contract a County or Distriot Council is 

bound to see that the Roads are kept in proper repair, and if allowed 

to go into disrepair while in contract the CGuncil or district Council 

are lia.hle to a Writ of 'Aandamus to do so. 

See Rex (Westropp ) v The County Council of Clare in the foot note 

of Vans~on (2) P~'Be 1356 especially the portion of the Judgment of 

Chi~f Baron Pallis therein set out. 
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If the Council i~ liable to a Writ of Mandamus where there is an 

existing Contract they would be a great deal more liable in a case 

where there is no contra.ct ta.ken a.nd the roads a.re practica.lly left 

derelict on their hands or those of the District Counci1o 

I have gOI1~ very ca.refully through Mr Va.nston f s two Volumes on the 

Local Government Act and I can find nothing to show how a deadlock such 

as has now happened can be got over except a.s I stated before, that if 

the Roa.ds got into a really dangerous state they could be repaired by 

Sud~en Dama e Order or else by adopting a Direct Labour Scheme. 

There is a.lso the question to be considered as to the liability 

of the Council for Bamages in case of Accidents occurrin and I am of 

opinion thtltthe Counoil would be liable for any accident which would 

happen owine to the roads being in a dangerous state for the Public 

use. " 

The following Minute was submitted from the Finance & Roads 

C orr.mi tt~e:-

"Under date 16th April 1916, a letter was read from the Clerk, 

New Ross Rural District Council, statjng that he had called a special 

meeting for 13th April, to deal with proposals for roads and works. 

"The Council merely sanctioned County Surveyor's recommendations on 

form 22, but refused to renew contracts for roads and works as & protes 

against Conscription and consequently did not look at Form 20." 

The County Surveyor mentioned that all the roads which he a:"d 

brought forward for the abortive meeting in New Ross were from 30th 

June 1918. 

The following recommendation was adopted:-

"That the Clerk of the New Ross R. D. Council be informed that the 

FinarCe 0: Roads Committee of the County Council having heard a 

statement from the County Surveyor as to the position of roads and 

works undealt with by New Ross R. D. Council at their meeting o~ 13th 

April would urge the R. D. Council to reconsider their action and 

adopt the various proposa.ls for roads and works as otherwise these 

rema.in derelict to the grea.t injury of all their users and tc the 

deterioration of the surface. If repaired under Sudden Damage Order 

the cost will certainly be 50 per cent above the aormalo" 

Under date 1st May 1916, the Clerk Ne Ross R. D. CoUncil wrote 
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that in connectioa with bove resolution the R. D. Council had adopted . 
the following resolution:-

"Tha.t the consideration of the renewal of Roa.d Contracts be 

adjOurned." 

On the motion of the Chairman, seconded by Mr O'Neill, the 

following resolution was adopted:-

"That a copy of Mr Elgee's letter under date 7th May 1918 rela.tive 

to the position of the County Council and the New Ross R. D. Council as 

to the failure of the 1a.tter to formula.te proposals for roads and works 

to the present, be furnished to the Clerk 6f the New RossR. D. Council~ 

WexfOl'!d Bridge . -Strengthening of SaMe . 

Mr H. A. Russell, Sec to the Commander in Chief Coast 6f Ireland 

wrote that the Commander in Chief was willing to propose to the Admira1t 

Civil Engineer that the improvement of the WexfDrd Bridge so as to 

carry 6 ton loads should be effected at the joint cost of the Council 

and the Admiralty. It was est1mat'ed that the cost of the whole 

project would be £2,500. Information ';las requested as to whether 

the County Council were willing to share in the eXpense and to allow 

the work to be put in hando 

Mr J. A. Doyle proposed, Mr Sca.llan seconded and it was passed:-

"'1'ha t as re comr~ended by the Finance & Roads Committee, tbe County 

Council inforrr the Secretary to the Coremander in chief, Coast of 

Ireland, that the Council would be p1essed to appoint 8. Committee to 

meet the authorities and go fully into the question of the condition 

of the Bridge. 

That should the Autrorities see tr..eir way to receive the Cornmittee 

the following be appOinted tiact on behalf of the Council and report/to 

next meeting of t~e Council:- Messrs Stafford, Keating, Kehoe, Scallan, 

nd the Chairman. The County Surveyor was directed to act with t'}1p, 

Comrrittee." 

Irrecover ble Ra~ 

Under date 29th April 19113, the 110cal Government Board wrote, 

(letter No. 19296-1916, Wexford County) calling attention to the 

'irregula.rities in the submission of claims for refund of ~rrears of 

rate, and asking the County Council to give such instructions in the 

matter as will ensure that hence forward thp lists are submitted in 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



316 

.. proper manner. 

On the motion of Mr 0·Neil1, seconded by Mr Scallan, :-

"Tb&t th,~ Rate Collectors be directed to subrnit in future titeir 

c1 .ims for refunds of irrecoverable r~tes in the manner required by 

the Lecal Government Board.~ 

The following recom~endation mf Finance & Roads Committee was 

confirmed on the motion of Mr O'Neill, seconded by ~r Scallan:~ 

"~t~t the claims for refunds of irrecoverable rates as furnished 

by the v .. r~ous Rate Collectors and submitt"d to this meetin , be 

approved and reported to the L~al Government Board for sanction to 

payment." 

Mr M. Tobin, Rate Colle ct or. 

Under date 30th April 1915, the Local Goverrunent Board wrote 

(letter Noo 19279-l9lB,Wexford County) a.pproving of the nermanent 
.~ 

!.PPointr'lent of r Matthew Tobin as Rate Collector for No. 12 Collection 

D strict. 

poisons ~ Ph rmacy Act 1908. 

On the motion of Mr Scallan, soconded by !Ar Cowman, the follo\ving 

resoluticn was adopted::-

"Tr~t licence under Poisons & Pharmacy Act 1908 be issued to Mr 

Richard Breen, Commercial Quay, Wexford." 

"Th~ Secretary stated Dba t ~Jfr Breen had a. 1 icence under this Act 

but had forgotten to have it renewed within the stipulated period." 

Waterford Joint Brid e Committee. 

The following Minute was subrr.itted from the Finance & Roads 

Committee :-

"Under da.te 2nd April 8. letter was read from Mr William 

Friel, Chamber of Commerce BWildings, Waterford, Sec., 

Waterford Joint Bridge Committee, asking for payment of 

£37. 10/- being 15 per cent of £250, the estimated sum 

required to complete the erection of the Waterford Bridge 

in pursua.nce of the Contract a.nd Specification .. 

The following recommendation was adopted:~ 

Tha t the cla.im of Wa.terford Joint Bri dge C01'!l1Jli ttee for 

payment of .':.37. 10/- in connection with the maintena.nce of 
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waterford Bridge be adjourned to allow Mr E1gee, Solicitor 

to the Council, to look into the liab1lity of the County 

Council. " 

The following letter under date 30th April, was rend from Mr 

Elgee:-

"1 have noW got the copy of the s,ecification of the above from 

Mr P. Ao Murphy, Solicit or, Waterford, and by C1&use 10 of s&me, the 

Co'ntr&ctor was fDr two years from the completion of the work to maintain 

the Bridge in perfe t condition to the satisfactilon of the Engineer 

without any charge for suoh ma.intenance. 

The Clause goes on then to state thatth~ Contractor shall be 

bound a.t the option of the Committee to be exercised &t least two months 

before the expir&tion of the period of two years free ma.intenance to 

m&int i n the whole structure in.perfect order to the 3atisfaction of the 

Engineer for a f urther period of Four yea.rs in considera.tion of a 

payment to h im for such maintenance of a definit~ sun per annum set out 

in his Tender. 

The Contra.ct was not t o be considered fulfilled until the entire 

completion of all works and until the expirationof the time during 

which all works are to be maintained and kept in repairo 

The funds in the hands of the Comrrit~ee being inadequate to meet 

the cost of this maintenance for the Four years and for incidental 

expenses it is now proposed to levy from the contributin Counties 

the sum of £250 to ma.ke up such deficjency the proportion of which i3 

PAY ble oy this ' County wo~ld ' be ' 15% or £37· 10/-. 

This sUm includ~s all incidental expenses outside the money paid 

to the ront:r 'i J t ors for maintenance, &nd 'Under the circumstances the 

Wexford County Council would be liable for the £37. 10/- which sum 

will clear all their liabilities for the Bridge." 

On the moti on of Mr Cowman, seconded by Mr Scallan, the following 

resolution was adopted:-

"That Pay Order for £37. 10/- the portion of contribution of the 

County Wexford towards erection of Waterford Bridge be issued to the 

Joi~t Secretaries of said Bridge Committee." 

Mount _.rrett- Ne F;.OSR Road. 

Under date 7th May 1916, the following letter was read ~rom Dr 
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Hearn, Solicitor, New Ros~:-

HI desire to call y9U r atte~tion to the present state of road 

surface between New Rcss and entrance to Mountgarrett Bridge and have 

to add t l~t t "le COU·1t~· Surveyor a.dmits that it is in urgent need of 

ma.terial wh:i ch of the proper kind and properly broken can be spread on 

it even ~t this Season. , As I am constantly using this road I am bound 

to inform you th&t if 'the needed work be not at once done or &n assurance 

given tb&t it will receive attention at once, I will apply to the Court 

for an Order of Mand muSo 

You will pardon me for making a suggestion that will meet the 

situation. Stones properly broken and of the best materi&l can be 

obt&ined at the Parnell Quarry at 5/8 per ton F.O.R. freight 4/

making cost of 9/8 per ton at New Ross Railway Station which is cbose 

to the Roa.d in question. The distance to be cov~red with stones 

is 2540 yardS and to put a strip of 3 yards wide in the cBntre of the 

road, would represent about 630 tons subject to a deduction for a non

'continuous spread. The cost Tv/auld be £315 at 10/- per ton, plus the 

cartage which can be arranged locally at a reasonable sum. 

Therefort"!, it is fully within the power of th.e Cou -lcil through 

their County SUrveyor to have the work done. 

Awaiting your reply." 

On the motion of Mr Kinsella, seconded by Mr Stafford. the 

following reco~'Mndat ion of Fino.noe & Roads Committee was confirmed: -

"That Dr Hearn, Solicitor, New Ross, be informed that in view of 

the failure of the New Ross R. D. Council to adopt proposals for Roads 

and Works, the County Council a.re not in & position to deal with the 

Mo tgarrt"! tt-Ue ',v Ross Roa.d of which he complains. 

That a copy of the letter of Dr Hearn be furnished New Ross R.D. 

Council ... 

Print i ng Parliamentary Register . 

The Finance & Roads Committee submitted the following for 

confirmation:-

"That the tenders of Me:::srs W. Hanra.ha.n, John English & Co., The 

Free Press, and the People, all of Wexford, be submitted to The 

Superint('!nde~, H. M. St~tionery Office, Custom House, Dublin, and that 

he be recommended to divide the work amongst the tendersrs as per t he 

figures of their tenders. 
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HConfirmed on the motion of Mr:Scallan, seconded by Mr Kehoe. " 

Diseases ~f Antmals- Lie:.b_i}ity of County Con cil • 
.... 

The following Minute WAS submitted from the Finance & Roads 

C orran! t tee: -

"With r~~ere~ce to claim of Mr Walter Kehoe, Harbour Master , 

Kilnore, for payment of 25/- for burial of 100 parcels of bacon washed 

&shore, and the liability of the County Council for same, a question 

referred to Mr Elgee, Solicitor to the Council, the latter wrote 

pointing out that the Cou~cil was liable for paym~nt of cost of burinl 

of carcases under Sec 46 of the Aot of lS94 , but the Council could 

recover the expense from the owner of the vessel f~om which the carcase 

In the present case it w s not possibl 
was thrown or washed overD 

_ to ident.ify the vessel from which the parcel of meat had been washed. " 

On the motion of Mr Scallan, seconded by Mr J. A. Doyle, the 

following resolution was adopted : -

"That pFl.yment for 25/- be made to Mr W. Kehoe, Harbour Master, 

Kilmore, for burial of 100 parcels of bacon. " 

Rate Collectors Fidelity Gu rantee Bonds . 

The following Uim:te was subrri tted from Finance & Roads Commi tt~e : -
;,. 

"Udder date 20th April 1918, the fourteen Rate Collectors 

of the County Bouncil who provide security through Guarantee 

Society, Wl~ote pointing out that the premium had been 

increas~d from 7/ 6 to £1 per cent, and asking the Count y 

Council t o be respnnsible for 10/ - per cent, half cost of 

pre sent rate . " 

"'fhe applj or.-.tion of the Collectors w s referred to the 

Meeting of the County Council to be held on 8th May 19180" 

The following resolution was adopted on the morion of Mr Scallari, 

. second-d by Mr Cowma.n : 
t 

"That t:::te application of the Rate Collectors supplying security 

through Guarantee Socities for a payment towardS cost of guarantee 

fidelity bond be refused." 

New RosS R. D.School Attendance Committe~. 

A letter under date 26th April 1916, was read from the 

Commissioners of Nation 1 Educa.tion, that the following constitut ed 
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Messrs Thorpe, Denis . Cumm~ns, Michael Doyle, Philip Kehoe, and 

M. J. Kennyo 

Appointed by Commissioners of National Education:-

Rev M. Hickey P. P., Rev James Redmond Po P., Rev Thom~s Cloney 

P. P., Rev E. Doyle Co Co, Rev J. of~nnor C. C.," 

Apnlic tjon for Building Sto~. 

The following reoammendation was submitted from Finance & Roads 

Committee:-

"The Finance & Roads Committee regret they are not in a 

position to oomply with the applioation of Mr P. Hughes, Clonsilla, 

Gorey, for building Stones as they have no legal power to supply any 

material from County Council Quarries, except what will be utilised 

fDr the purpose of repair of roads and other publiO workS." 

"Confirmed on the motion of Mr O'Neill, seconded by Mr Scallan." 

Kerlogue QU rry. 

An applioation for incre~se in rate of 3/- per oubic yard for 

supply of material from Kerlogue Quarry was reoeived from Mr lAoses 

Power, K~rlogue, Contractor. 

The Finance & Roads Committee submitted the following recommend

&tion:- "Referred to County Council." 

Mr O'Neill proposed, Mr Kinsella seconded, :- "That the present 

Contr&ct with Moses Power for supply of material from Kerlogue be 

determined as from this date, on condition that he enters into & new 

oontraot to supply at 4/6 per cubiC yard 2000 cubiC yards of ma.terial." 

As an amendment, Mr J. A. Doyle proposed:- "That the contra.ct 

of Moses Power for supply of material from Kerlogue Quarr1 be determine( 

as from this date, and that &dvertisem~nts issue for neW contract." 

Ur James Codd secondedo 

On a show of hands 4 voted in favour of the amendment and 7 

against. 

The amendment was declared lost, and the resolution was then 

put and carried ~ £QUe 
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On the motion of Mr -O'Neill, seconded by Mr Scallan, the 

following resolution was adopted:-

"That Sergea.nt John Bourke, R. I. C., be appointed Ex-officio 

Inspector under Food & Drugs Act for the petty sessions district of 

New Ross; and Sergeant Michael Flynn, R. I. C., as Ex-offioio Inspector 

under Weights &. Measures Acts a~so for the petty sessions district of " 

Ne Ross. That they be empowered to proseoute before Courts of 

Summary Jurisdiction of Justices any information compla.1nt or 

proceeding arising under t e Food &. Drugs and Weights &. Measures Acts, 

or in the discharge of t heir duties as such Inspectors." 

oefici 1 Chack~rs .- R~te Collectors' Accounts . 

On the motion of Mr Cowrr&n, seconded -by Mr Sca.llan, the following 

resolution was adopted:-

"That Messrs N. Kehoe, R. Creighton, and M. J. Finn, be appointed ' 

deputy Cbeckers of the Ra.te C~llectors' Accounts fDr the districts of 

Wexford, Gorey, and New Ross, respectively, in· respect of the financi~l 

yea.r to 31st ~Iarcb 1919, at 1'1. remuneration of 5/- per 100 ratings. 

That Mr Jasper Whitty, be appointed deputy checker for the 

accounts of the Collectors in Enniscorthy District, at a salary of £30 

per annum, in respect of fine.ncia.l year ending 31st March 1919." 

Dates of Meetin~s of Councils • . 

On the motion of Mr K~hoe, seconded hy Mr Sca.11an, the following 

dates ~f meetings of Councils were agreed to:-

Enniscorthy R. D. Counci1.-Wednesday 30th october 1916.-11 O'C., 

Grey 

New Ross 

WexfDrd .. 

Monda.y 4th November 1916.-11.30 otc., 

Monday, 28th Outober 1918.-11.30 O'C, 

Saturday, 2nd November 1916.- 11 O'C., 

Proposa.l Co~mittee,-Wednesday, 7th August 1916,-12.30 o'c, 

Co C~unci1 Meeting (Quar.er1y) " One O'C., 

Propos 1 Committee, -Wednesday, 6th November 191~12.30 p.m., 

Co Council Meetin , 
.. " One 0' C. , 

Propos 1 Committee Adjourned Meeting,-Wednesday, 4th Decr 1916,-12.30 

Co Council Meeting (Ha1f-yearly).-
.. " One O~J 

• 
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RESOLUTIONS . 

ll.n~re 1 Di sease s . 

The following resolution was received from the K~rry County Council 

"That we protest a.gainst th., proposed use of Poor Law Infirm ries 
., 

and Union Hosp ·tals now,. or at the end of th~ ~'la.r, 5.S Institutions for 

the treatment of Soldiers suffering from venereal di sease, and the. t we 

further protest aGainst the proposed taxing of Irish re.tepayers for the 

upkeep of Institutions for such purpo3es . " 

"Adopted on the motion of Mr Stafford, seconded by Mr Scallan. " 

Protest against CcnscT'ipt1on. 

A resolution was read from the Tralee Rural District Council , 

protesting against the application of Conscription to Ireland without 

th~ consent of her people, calling upon Magistrates to resign their 

positions, the Irish M. P ' s to return in body and ta,ke tt.eir place 

in Irela.nd with their people, a.dvising th~ farmers to decline to pe.y 

e.ny further annuities to the Government, and calling on every publio 

body in Ireland to cease to administer Local Government until the 

Conscription Bill was withdrawn. 

A resolution was read from the Tralee Board of Guardiaas refusing 

to transact any business-urgent or otberwise- as a protest against the 

a.pplic~tjon of the Conscription Bill tc Ireland. 

"No Order." 

The following resolution \vas reo.d from tre Dunshanghlin BOflrd 

of G·uardians:-

"fhat we abstain from attending meetings of either the Board 

of Guardians or District Councils of this Union until the menace of 

Conscription of Irishmen is abandoned by the Government, and that 

each member of the Board and Council be notified of this decision. " 

"N 0 Order" 

Supply of Explosives foT' QllarT'i~s . 

The following is an extract from the report of the Co.Surve;oD 

to the Finance & Roads Cornmittee:-

"I have already reported to you regarding the gelignite 

which was taken from my custody on the way to Ryland 

Quarry and since then t e Police Authorities have taken 

up all the Co Council gelignite from the County 

• 
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Magazine in i'Je""::'ord an.d also from the Magazin~ in Tara. 

Hill. I have nterviewed the police Authorities in 

regard to further blasting work, but e.s their action in 

taking up the gelignite is by Orders from Headquarters 

no loco.l ~rrangement Can be made. I sugg~3t that the Co. 

Council make direC~, application to the Police a.nd 

Military heapquarters that some e.rrang~}1'1~nt ma.y be !!lade 

so as not to hold up the whole quarry worl( of the County. if 

The following recom1l1endation of the Finance & Roads Corrnittee was 

confirrred on the motion of the Chairman, seconded by Mr Sc llan~-

"That the pol:ice 011.1: military headquarters be requested to ma.ke 

such arrangements with regard to e%plosives as will allow blasting work 

in quarries necessary for road ma.int~nancea The County Council wish 

to br ing under the notice of these authorities tnat the withholding 

of explosives at t e present time is holding up the whole work of road 

ITa:i ntlll nance . Therefore we request that the County SUrveyor be 

provided with what gelignite is necessary for the purpese o
" 

Workin~ of Rock Drills . -
The following is an extract fron the report of the County 

Surveyor to the Finance & Roads Committee:-

"Pendint; some arr".ngement regarding blasting I ask for 

direction as to the employment of the Rock Drills, 

I do not consider it ould be advisable to continue 

worki~g these to any large extent unlesS there is some 

prospect of being enabled to blast within a reasonable 

period of titr~o" 

On the motion of the Chairnan, seconded by Mr Scallan, the 

following recommendation of FlnEtnce &. Ros.ds Committee was confirmed:-

"That.in the event of being unabl~ to procure explosives for 

blasting, no further Rock Drill work be ca.rried out in County Council 

Q:I.Jarri!'l s. M 

Foreman-Tara Hill Quarry. 

Mr P. Byrne, temporary forem~n Tara Hill Quarry, applied for 

perrranent sanction as foreman. At present he was in receipt of an 

extrft. 2/6 per week for the increased work, but of course would require 

a helper at blacksr.1ith~s work during th.e busy season. 
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On the motion of the Cha1rmml,seconded by Mr Scall n , the 

fol1.owing :rl"'cO!n_rnendation of t he Finance & Roads Committee wa.s edopted:-

"Tha t the que st ion of appointnent of p ermenent foreJT1an at Tara. 

Hill Quarry be adjourned pending the reply of Military and Constabulary 

headquarters as to application for explo3ives. " 

Application- Weekly Payments to Workmen on Ro dso 

"In his report to the Finance & Roads Committee the Count y 

Surveyor mentioned that the roa.d gang working on Road Board Work had 

already asked to httve their payment s me,de weekly and there was an 

increo,s"tng t~n( t:1.I1C! on the part of the workmen to re quire very prompt 

payment ." 

On the mot ion of Mr M. Do/le, se conded by Mr Scallan, the 

following recommendation of the Fin&nce & Roads Committee was oonfirmed : 

"That no steps be taken as regards the epplication of steam 

rolling gA.ng a.t Ballycarney road for weekly payments, until the County 

Council are in a position to e,scertain if they can obtain gelignite f or 

road JT1aint~nance.~ 
Ballyconnick & Ballingly Quarries. 

J "In his report to the Fin&nce & Roads Committee, the County 

Surveyor mentioned that Mr Richard o ' Connor, the Contractor who had bee 

working the two qua.rries at Ba.llyconnick and Ba.llingly had informed him 

th&t he could not continue the work this yea.r at the same rate as 

formerly. 
His agreement terminated some time a.go but he had 

continued working at the old rate to the presento 

"The above e.pplica.tion was adgou lied pending the succesS of the 

a.pplication of the County Council to the Authorities for permission 

to secure a supply of explosive so " 

Duncannon Hulk. 

In his report to the Finance & Roads Committee the COilllty 

Surveyor mentioned that he had been informed by Mr Jones, Assistant 

Surveyor, that the Wat.rford-DuncB.nno~ Steamer ha.d been removed, 

a.nd accord .n6l y it would appear that for the present there would be 

no necesiity for the Hulk at Dun.a.nnon. 

The following recommendation of the Finance & Roads Committee 

was confirmed on the motion of the Chaira&n, seconded by Mr Scallan--

"Th~t the matter of withdr wing the Hulk from Dunc~nnon st tion 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



325 

be adjourned pending the return of steamer to Duncannon." 

Applica.t..i .on .C.o~!tk.eeper, lIe Rosso 

The Secretary presented a bill from Mr W. Fretton, Courtkeeper 

New Ro ss , fo r 4/6 ~or blocks obtainec by him for fuel. 

On the motion of the Chairman, seconded by Mr Scalla.n, the follo'li 

r~commendation was confirmed~-

"That the County Council be recommended to refuse payment of 4/6 

for blocks obtain~d as fuel by ~r Fretton, Courtkeeper, New Ross, as 

we consider his alle anCe for Coal is ample for th~ needs of the 

court'I-J.ouse." 

------00000-------

Da.t~d this 11 day of 191~ . 
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SPECTAtJ MEETTNG.- 27th MAY 191B. 

By dj.rections of the ChB.irrr.a.n of t l e County Council, So sfd~cial 

meeti!lG was held on Monday 27th Ue.y 1916, for the purpose of considering 

tre Reports of the Wexford Bridge Co~ittee. 

Present:- Mr John Bolger (Chairmn.n) presiding. 

Also~- Messrs lA. Doyle, J. J. Stafford, J. J. Kehoe, N. J. Cowman, 

M. Ma L' Jock, Mark Codd, James Codd, J. Redmond, R. Sc~lle,n. 

The Secretary, County Surveyor, and Mr R. W. Elgee, Solicitor, were 

in attendance • 

Wexford Brid e . 

The following Reports ~ere subrritted:-

"At t .... le meet ing of the Wexfnrd CounJ:.y Coun.oil on Bth Uay 191B, a. 

CO"'1Y.ittl'"e, c onsistinG of Messrs J. J. Sttl.fford, P. K ,atiYlg, John J. 

Kehoe, R. SC8.11a '1., and th~ Chairman (:J~r 'John Bolgfl'r), were e.ppointed to 

meet the Nava.l Authorities in comlection wit1:l their proposa.l to 

Wexford Bridge &nd also to go fully, with the Authorities, into the 

conu~tion of the Bridge. 

'The Committee met on rruesday, 21st M&y 191B, Mr J. Bolger, (Chu,irr
-
,an 

presiding; also present:- Messrs John J. Kehoe, Philip Keating, e.nd R. 

Sce.lln.n. 

The County SUrveyor and the Secretary were also in attendanceo 

lIr Siha ff ord '1-'\7,l.':"1 b s ent owing to being from hOIne. 

COf!'lmander Rerbester, U.S. Uavy; Mr Morgan of the Adrdra1ty; and 

Mr Hildebrand, Engineerfs Representative at St'"aple.ne Construction 

Station, were e.l s o in a.tte n 1ance. 

Commander Herbester stated t"lat he wished to have the bridge 

strengthened so ~ s to ·take six-ton 10 ds. 

Mr Uor gan pain ted out th t t , e tie-rods were originally designed 

for 6.5 t on l ofl. l; s , H '1! they were now no more thAn hJl,lf that, in view 

of the tie-rods being so reduced in strength, the bridge was not safe. 

He consijered that 25 re .. " cent of the timber woul d ,ave to be renewed. 

There vlould be great difficulty in getting tie-rods now, but, \'7i th first, 
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Commander Herbeste1" sa.id that tbe proposal he had in hiG mind was to 

fix up the draw-bridge and pe.y up to 25 per oent of the oost of the rest 

of the hride;'" repd.-ll"So 

The Chairman ss.id he would be prepared to reoomlT'end the County 

Counoil to ps.y 50 ~er oent of tbe entire oost. 

After some disoussion, Commander Herbester stated he would reooml1'1end 

his Authorities to close with thts o"'fer. 

It was then d~ C1 ieri t ha.t Mr Morgan of t be Admiralty, Mr Copeland, 

Board of Works Offioer, U. S., Mr W. F. Barry, County Surveyor, and Mr 

Hildebro,nd, arrange to drAft speoification and estimate on 25th Ma.y 1916. 

zt was a.lso the opinion of the members that the work should be 

oarrted out on. H, },~roentage bllsis as it is feared no contract could be 

taken hy tender at a satisfaotory price. 

The specification and estimate will be considered at a special 

meeting of the County Council to be beld at One O'CloCk, p.m., on Monde.y 

27th Ma.y 1916, the Bridge Committee to meet e.t12 noon, on same day. 

An approximate figure of £10,000 was taken as the basis for the 

cost of tbe repairs." 

The following ~ecommendation from the Finance & Roads Committee 

meeting of 22nd M~y, was submitted:-

"That the report of Wexford Bridge Committee be received and it 

be ordered that said report be submitted to the Special Meetin of the 

County «ouncil to be held on 27th May 1916." 

------- -----

~ The seoond meeting of the Committee was held on 27tb May 1918. 

_ Mr John Bolger (Chairman) presiding. Also:- Messrs J. J. Kehoe, 

J mes J. Stafford, and R. Soallan. 

The Secretary, the County Surveyor, and Hr R. W. Elgee,Solioitor, 

were in attendance. 

Cornrnander Herbester, U. S. Fl~i"lg Station, Ferrybank, and Mr Hilde-

brand, Engineer's RepresenDe.tive at Flying Station, were also present • 

. Capt Herbester stated that he had received a telegram from the 

United Stat~s ~ov~rnment that as the Bridge would take such a large 

amount of money to repair in order to bring motor lorries of 6 tons 

his Government were unwilling to contribute anything towards the cost 
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of repair. 

The County Surveyor stated that as the cost of strengthening the 

bridge to bear a Jix ton lorry wa.s found to be considerably over £10,000 

Mr Stitt of t e United States Air Service and he, (County Surv~yor) had 

confined their attentions to the proposal to strengthen· tht"l bridge to 

c rry two ton motor lorries and in order to do this effectively it oulj 

be necessG.ry t, 0 spend £3~65. 

In reply to the Chairman, Commander Herbest er stated that h~ had 

ask~ d his Gov ernment t ? cont r ibute 50 per cent of t re cost of ru ch 

repairs but they coulrl. not see their Wfl,y to agree as tDI'! amount of such 

tra.ffic would be limited and unless the bridge Wtl'uld bear six ton loads 

he would be compelled to try transport by water and stop using the bridge 

and the railroad. 

In order to get the Station into Commission he ha.d had an investigat 

ion mase as to the cost of transport and figured out that water transport 

from Qu~ensto\'m and Dublin would be more economica.l than contributing 

tow~rds the cost of the repairs to the Wexford Bridge. 

The Committee then decided to refer their Reports to the Council . 

Meeting. 

At t . ~ 1 !eting of the County ·Council the following resolution was 

adopted cn the motion of the Chairman, seconded by Mr Scall~n:-

"That the reports of the Wexford Bridge Committee be received and 

considered at this meeting, also the recommenda.tion of the Fina.nce & 

Rea.ds Comrrdt t ee -In this matter be confirmed." 

A long disoussion took place as to whAt ~teps should be taken in 

regard to t~e County Council ha.ving to carry out the entire repairs 

from their own funds. 

The County Surveyor considered that SOlne of the .£3685 would have 

to be spent at once, and all of it within a very short period. probably 

three years. 

On the motion of Yr M Doyle, seconded by Mr Scallan, the following 

resolution was ~dopted::-

"That the County Surveyor be instructed to expend amount he has on 

hands for repair of the bascule of Wexford Bridge fDr that purpose, as 
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soon as possible, and that h~ bring in a proposal for the sum necessary to 

replace any defective bee-ms in order to ma.ke the structure safe for 

That owing to the condition of the bridge steps be 
ordinary traffic. 

taken to strictly enforce the by-laws of the Council &S regards the use 

of the bridge by motor lorry traffic in the future, and that the speed 

of all motor vehicles using the bri~ge be limited to eight miles per 

hour.~ 

Proposed by the Chairman, seconded by Mr Scallan, and adopted:-

"That in view of the necessity of having the Wexford Bridge 

repaired in order to ~nsur. to safety of the travelling publiC, the Co . 

Surveyor be directed to apply to the Ministry of Munitions for & priority 

certificate in order to procure the necessary timber for the purposes 

of repair. tt 

Co 1 Consumption. 

Under date 11th May 191B, Mr H. G. Burgess~ Director of Cross-

Channel Transportation etC., 19 Westmoreland Street, Dublin, wrote 

~slcing vthat ste s the Council had ta.ken to effect economies in the us~ 

ofco~l and to brtng this matter prominently under the notice of the 

public, and to reduce to the absolute minimum the consumption of any 

Coal over which they have any direct control. 
Since his previous letter 

the position had been extremely acute in consequence of reduced output 

at the Collj e ies, and he could not too strongly emphasise the urgent 

and vital necessity of economising the use of Coal to the utmost li~it. 

Under date 22nd May 191B, Mr Bur eSs ,{Frote tha.t three Committees 

Co~l Mebc~nts and ot _ers interested in the Coal business have been 

appointed for Ireland, and at 8. Meeting held in Dublin on 16th May, eo 

resolution was adopted asking the County Councils to have meetings 

called at once for the purpose of forJlilllating schemes whereby the le.bour 

employed by the County Councils could be made available for the purpose 

of procuring an adequate supply of turf which it &s hoped could be 

arranged to be distributed by the County Councils dur:ing the Winter

Mr Burgess suggested that this resolution should be conSidered at the 

next meeting of the Council as the meeting in Dublin strohgly felt 

t.hat the action suggested by them would be most effective and that. if 

prompt steps were taken the use of coal could be lar!ely rep aced 
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by the use of turf, and in this way the publiC, and particularly the poor, 

would not be deprived of fuel during the coming winter. 

The following resb1ution was adopted on the motion of the Chairman, 

seconded by Mr Kehoe:~ 

"Th&t no order be made on the second communication reoeived from Mr 

Burgess, Director of Cross-Channel Tran3pOr~s.tion, as no turf is ~aised 

in this county. 
In conneotion' with the general question of the Coal 

Su ply we would point out to the publiC that it has been announced ~PAt 

t e supply for next winter will be only 60 per cent of w et was received 

~ri 1917, and as a consequence it will be absolutely neceS S8I'Y to e.ve 

the greatest economy exercised in co&l usage from now on, as otherwise 

gr&ve hardship ~ill be inflicted in the poor of all Irish Cities and 

towns. " 

________ 00000---------

(Signed) ~ 11~41O.-___ -
presidin~::n. 

Dated this 17 day of ~ 191E1. 

• 
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