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on foot of the Demsnd made by the Coumnty Couneil om the Urban 1
Coumeil. "

Letters under date 20th November, 1983, 15tk December, 1923, and
24th Decegber,” 1983, from the Clerk, New Ross Urbaam Cowneil, relative
to the County Counell demand, were read. The Urbam Council either
gtated they were not in & position to pay or made mo order or the

application,

- -

Urder date lat Januery, 1984, letter wae read from Mr “avid
0'Keeffe of the Ninistry of Loecal Governmexnt that he intended, oa
16th January, 1924, in the Besrdroem of New Reas Workhouse, te hold
as informal enquiry in connection with an Order of the NMiamister,
determining the diviaion of the assets and liabilities of the late
New Ross Gurrdiend as between the Counties of Wexford, Kilkenny and
Garlow. %he Couneil were imvited to send Represemtatives.

The followiang resclution was adopted or the motiom of Iir
Cloney, sem mnded Ly Mr J 0'Byrne:~

"Phat the Chairman, Secretary, amd Selieitor to the Coureil -
be directed teo attend informal enquiry into the settlement of Assets
and Lisbilities of the late New Ross Guerdiszs to be held om 16th

January, 1924."

Under date 24th December, 1983, letter was read from kr T Drew,
Secretary, Kilkenny County Couneil, that his Couneil kad sppointed
the following representatives om Joint Committee having charge of the
work of reconstruction of Moumtgarrett Bridge:~ Messrs G Dooley,
Eoé?érova, Rogbercon; Jokhn Dunphy, Ballyverneem, Glemmore; Thomsas

@Gelaven, Cullentraghk, The Rower, and Patrick Gelavam, Ferremtemple,

the Rower.
Mr Clemey said he would mot aet om this Joint Committee, and,
gccordingly, the four representatives of Wexford County Couneil are:-

Messrs John J O'Byrme, Cuskimstown, Ballynasbola; James Byrie, Boley,

Ballyeullasne; John Cummins, 64 O'Connell Street, Weterford; and

licksel Byrrne, Bellymebearma, Ballywilliam.

T -
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Campile Dispemsary.

D el L ———

Under date 12th Jamuasry, 1924, the following letter was read
from Mr Jokam H Williems, Assistant Architeet, Board of Works, Water-
ford:=-

I have been ianformed thet the old Hospital at Campile, now
used as & Dispemsary, might be svailable for use as & Civie Guard
Barracks, end perhaps the dispensary tramsferred to the Cottage
eceupied by the Guerds at preseat. ;

I would be glad to hear from you om this metter emd if you
think there would be sy possibility of arranging the exchange.
There does mot seem to be sy other accommsdation aveilable iam the
¥illege.

The following resolution was adopted om the uoti.n of Mr J
0'Byrne, seconded by Mr Shannon:-

"that vne letver of Mr J E Williams, Soard or Works, metwriora,
as to obtainiig Campile Pispeidsary for toe puiposes 0i & Farrack
for Civie Guard be referred to the following Committee to report te
next meeting of the Council:elMescrs Cummins, James Byrme and Clomey.

: Fothard Diipcnsary.

The County Board of Health forwarded bill for 21 for repairs
to ?othard Digpensary. Authority wes givem to Mr 0'Brien, & member
of New Hoss Guard!;nn. on 28th Jamuary, 1922, to heve these repaima
earried out. The work was not dome umtil 13tk July last ewing to

some diffieulty im procuring the materials required.

On the motion of Mr Johmn 0'Byrme, seconded by the Chairmen,
the following resolution wss edopted:=
| "Phat the sccount for £1 from William Cooper for repeirs te
Fetherd Digpemeary be paid, subjeet to the sanction of the Minmistry

-

" of Local Govermment,"
0ld Age Pemsion Sub-Committee No 1.

e -

4 Communicetions were read from the Clerk, Rurel Pistriet Coumeil,
Wexford, ssking the County Coumeil o arramge that Uld Age Pemsion

Sub-Committee No 1 should meet at Eillimiek in sdditiomn te the

: present meetings &t Bridgetown erd Wellingtonbridge.
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On the motion‘of lr Culleton, secended by the Chairmen, the
following resolution wes adepted:-
"That we hereby request the 0ld Age Pension Sub-Committee No 1
to arrange for meetings at Killiniek for the comverienece of epplicants
for pensiem. These meetings to be ia additionm to the neetimgs held

at Bridgetown and Wellingtonmbridge."

Dogs Worryiag Sheep.

- -

Under date l4th Jamunary, 1924, a letter was read from the Clerk,
Wexford Rural Pistriet Council, calling ettention to complaimts which
they head received from Eridgetown District =ze te doge werryiamg sheep.
They wicked to know if the County Coumeil could do anything in the
matter.

The followirg resolutiom was adopted on the motiem of the
Chgirman, seconded by lir J 0'"Byrnet=

"That Wexford Rurel Pistriet Council be asked if they desire
the County Couneil to apply to the Department of Agrieulture &
Technicsl Ingtruetiom for sm Order to compel owners of dogs in

Bridgetown Digtrict to keep them muzzled",

New Telegraph Line.

- . - -

Application wes received from the Emgineer in Chief, Gemersl
Post Offige, for permissiom to ereet telegreph lime betweern York-
ville and White's Bridge neer Eaniscorthy,

The following resolutiom wes adopted om the motiom of Mr Cloney,
seconded by the Cheirmgnie-

"Phat this Coumeil egrees to erectiom of overground telegraphiec
lime between Yorkville and White's Bridge nesr Emniscorthy, work to

be cerried out te the satisfactien of the County Surveyer".

Do Obefls%

——y
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WEXFORD 0O, COUNCIL

MINUTES OF SPECIAL MEBETING

HELD ON R6rH JANUARY, 1924

H. J. PRIZEILE
SEOREPARY CO. QOUNCIL

FORTVIEW,
WEXFORD,
31S? JANUARY, 1924.
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A Special meeting of the ¥exford County Council was
hold on 28th Jamary, 1924 in the Co. Council Chamber,
Fortview, Vexford for transaction of the following
bus iness:

1. Congideration of Circular %etter R/35 from
Hindstzy of looal Government as %o proposed grant of a
million and a quarter for mad improvement. This refexs in
a partioular way %o the wages pald to road and quarry
workers snd which will be discussed at this meeting.

2. Consideration of letter from Ministry of Loocal
Government as to proposed grant of £3,510 for improvement
of Trunk Roads in Co. Wexfoxd

§. Ciroular Letter fyrom Ministry of local Govermment
re Boononmy in Local Administration.

4. Reports of meotings of Special Oﬂ.me which
consid red itens 1,2 and 3.

5. Conditions of Bmployment of Road snd Quarzy

Workers.

Mr. B. Po Foloy (Chairman) presided and there were
also mtxx

Messrs D. Kavanagh, Jolm J. 0'Byrne, James Hall,
M. . O'Donoghue, James Byme, P. J. Hayes, F. 0'Byre,
R« Corish, J. Cummins, Thomas Shamnon, J. Pender, John
0'Byrne and M. Cloney.

Ciroulsr R 36

Under date 27th Novesber, 1923 the following circular
(R 86) from Ministyy of Local Government was read

"I am directed by the Minister for Local Governmment
to draw the attention of your Council to the following
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extract from the Pinancisl Statement made in An Dail by

the Minister of Finance on the 2nd instant: -

¥ .e.eethe Government expect to be in a position .
"to finance to the extent of, perhaps, a million
"and a guarter, a generous scheme of works forx
"the im®rovement and repair of roads over the
"next eighteen months....

"It is an essential feature of these schemes that

"they omnot be initiated until definite recognition

"is given to the fact that the Govemnment, ia the

"finaneial and economic interesis of the country, cannot

"congent to allow them to be conducted in a manner that
wtd®raise or keop prices ox wages above the nominal level

*at which they should fayly stand at the present time"

Within the next two months loecal bodies will be engaged
in framing their estimates of expenditure for the next
financlal year and in the discharge of this task ample
opportunity will arise for giving proof of their desire
to participate in the GCovernment Scheme of state-aid for
roads. The inferior condition into which the main roads
of the country has fullen is admittedly due to the totally
inadequate return obtained in recent years from the money
expended on thelr upkeep. It is in the Hational interest
t6 seouxe a high standard of road maintenance but if the
losrge mileage of trunk roads reguiring reconstruction is to
be dealt with efficiently and with due regard to the cost
which can reasonably be borne by ratepayers, a strictor control
of expenditure must be instituted, exiating rates of wages
muist be reduced and the present priviliged character of road
labour reviewed. The direct labour system as developed in
several counties has resulted in altogether unjustifiable
overhead charges without securing any effective incroase
in control and co~ordination of administration upen which
discipline and efficiency so largely depend. The need for
econony renders the present time opportune for a review of
the entire position and if the question is approasched in a
business-like mumner there should be no difficulty experienced
in securing adequate retrenchment without any sasrifice of
efficiency. The Council should in the first place insist
upon a reduction of the present high wages to road labourers,
and the number of men employed on each seotion and the hours
of work should be arranged 80 as to secure the maximum output.
Arrangements fox the control and supervision of men employed
should rest with the County Surveyor. Rach section should
be visited at least forinigltly with occasional surprise :
visits at the hour of starting and leaving off work. Charge
hands should work with their men when so directed by the
County Surveyors- and particular care should be taken in the
arrangement and checking of the work of carters. In this
connection & suitable arrangement with consequent savings in |
charges for supervision mig t be readily effected by contrgot
agreements for small undertakings such as Supplying and ; )
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delivering bLrokeon stone on the road-side where required. 1
@ further helpful check on expenditure would be provided |

if arrangemonts were zade for segrepating expenditure in ' .
respect of dififerent sections so as to be avallable fox '
comparision, and it should be possible to institute this i
practice without any additionnl staff expenditure. |

All proposals sutmi-'todﬁ.%urnl Digtyrict Counc . ls should |
be olosely examined by the County Counoil and all naw works H
not urgently required should be rejected or postponed until i
g subsStmtial improvemant is effectod in the condition of LA
existing works. '

Pinally 1 am to draw attention to the provisions of
. Seovtion 27 of the local Government (Irolzmds Aot, 1898, in
regurd to the limits of expenditure on rosds, and to state that .
in_ sonsidering spplications undor this Seotion the Minister 1
will yequire from each Council a satisfactory statement
regarding the rate of wages to be paid to road labdurers
during. the ensuing financial year. Applications accompanied
by a wages statement should be msde in time to enstle a
dooision %o be commnicated to the Council before the rates
are struck. :

This Circulsy should be reforred to a Comittee of
the Counly Council and the Surveying Staff for special
¢onsideration and report to the County Council at an early
2 date an possible™.

Tyunk Road Grmnt £3,510 \

Under date 28th Fovember, 1923 the following let ter
(Tio »i/5G/38) was readi-

"with ref:ronou to the schome submitied Ly the County
Surveyor for the improvement of three sections of Txunk Road
under the above mentionsd Grant provisionally allacated to tm. ';
Wexford County Council, I am directsd4 by the Ninister for
Looal Covernmont to request that you will be good emough to |
gtate whether the Counily Surwyor- has obtained ilate of
demobilised mon from the locsl office of the Ministry of
Industry and Comseyoe in accordmnce with the terms of_thia
Department's Ciroular letter of the 24th ultino.

Having regard to the rate of wages paid to agricultural
labourers in the Counby, the maximam rate which would spresr

to be payable to laboursrs employed on work under this Grant
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is 4/64 per day.
‘It is noted that the estinmated cost of the work is

£156 in excess of the Crant allocated.

Speclal Committee - Roads and VWages

The follow'ing inutes of meeting of Committeoe re

above were read. Mecting 18th December, 1923.

At the meeting of the Vexford Co. Council on 10th
Decetmber, 1923 the following resolution was adopted:s—

"That a Committee be appointed to consideyr Ciroular
Letter R.36 under date 28th November, 1923 from the
inistry of local Govermment and recommendation from
Finance and Roads Committee re same, the first meeting of the
82id Gommittee %o be held on Tuesday 18th December, 1923
in the Co. Couneil Chamber, Fortview, Wexford at 1l o'clock
Qem."

"The following are the names of Committoe:-

The Chairman (lir.BE. Poley) liessrs Cloney, Corish,
Culleton, lall, Doyle, John O'Byrne and Shannon,

In accordance with the above the Committee met on
18th December, 1923 the following were present:-

lir. E. Foley (Chairman) presiding; liessrs Clonay,
Culleton, Hall, John O'Byrné and Shannon.

"The Segretary the Co. Surveyor and the following
members of the Surveying Staff were in attendance:-

liessrs T. Treanor, John Kehoe, W. H. Jones, R. J. Ennis,
Sean ¥, Birthistle and Thomas Cullen.

Vote of Condolence with lir. Corish

On the motion of lir. John 0'Ryrne, seconded by the
Chairman a voto of condolence was adonted to Iix. Corish

H.CsCe, and a member of the Committee on the death of his

father, lix. Peter Corish.
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Roads and lachinexry

Circular R.356 having been read for the meeting, the
Co. Surveyor said the propwr way to repair the r.oada
referred to in the Cirocular lLetter was by laying down a
heavy sheeting of stones and rolling it in. Unless the
material was pariially comsolidated by rolling at the beginning
it would be scattered about the road by motor traffic. The
material should be kept in two grades - coarse and fine,
the former being rolled in on the leading roads and the fine
graded material kept for the by-roads where it eould be
consolidated by the traflfic.

In comnection with hire of engines the Co. Surveyor stated
that it was wmsatisfactory and uneconomic to contimue hiring
engines. The owners of the latter were paid 7/= an hour and
taking Co. Council engine breaker on this basis for mine
months #orking a profit of £65 was show, This also allowsd
for £20 depreciastion. The prr;fit on tlrce breakera used with
hired engines was £7, £97 and £113. lie (Co. Surveyor) employed
a mn to look efter the breaker with their own engine whio=
swelled the cost by £2 per week but notwithstsnding the cost
pexr ton with their own engine and breaker was 5/10 as against
/= with hired engine.

kr. Cloney asked how much more material was it proposed
to obtain from gquarries this year as compared with last.

The Co. Surveyor stated that about 90,000 cubic yards .
of material was to be obtained from quarries this year; it
would not be double that of previous years.

Dealing further with hire of engines the Co. Surveyor
stated that recently he had been sending a man to take charge
of breaker working with hired engine as it ensured an inocrease
in output which more than covered the wages.

iire O'"Byrne said if cost of this man's wages was added to
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the expense of hired ongines the cost per hour would be 7/10
instead of 7/- while the cost of their own engine and breaker
was 5/10 per hour.

The Chairman said they should also remember that there
was a 30 pexr cent saving in material by having it rolled in.

ilre Cloney held that wnder a full programme of steam rolling
the Counoil would have to provide 270, 000 ecibic yards of material
for the coming year.

Arising out of a comparision between linits of expaenditure
on roads during recent years the Co. Survaeyor stated he hai bean
anxious in the past to put moze material out but 4id not wish to

Jump prices.

L4

ir. Tehoe, Assistant Surveyor said if they could begin

this coming yesr with doubdble the quantity of the materinl for the
current year they would soon have consid erably dmproved roads.

lire 0'Byrne held that if each Assistant Surveyor had an
engine and bresker double the quantity of material could be
provided.

- The County Surveyor said the number of men cemployed in the
quarries could not be doubled as they would not have room in which
to woxrk.

ir. O'Byme pointed out that under prasent conditions the
men were working only @ix months in the year in the quaxrzeﬁ if
they could be employed all the year round: doutle the nrasmxt
quantity of material would be provided.

The Chairman said that the Hinistry would in regard to the
Circular letter expect at least double the quantity of ngtorisl
to be provided.

The County Surveyor mentioned that if double the quantity
of material was to be provided more quarries -.-)mld have to be
opened. The specified material for all roads for the current

year was 92,260 cubic yards, Up to this the output was cerfainly
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not more than 60,000 eubic yards.

lir. Treanor considered that he would not be able to
increase the output in his district Ly moxe than 30 per cemt;
the engines would have to be taoken from quarries for at least
three months for rolling work. _

The Chalrman mentioned that there was a grant available
for machinery from the old Ministry of Transport. The County
Surveyor had informed them that efieotive outfits for each
Assistant Surveyor would cost in the aggrogate £6,000. Thay
expected to obtain £2,000 by grant and this would leave £4,000
to be raised from the ratepayers. If they borrowed £4, 000
at 4 per cent repayable in tem years it would be paid off by
£488 por smmum. By judicious supervision they should get value
for considerably move than thig amount. '

i
It was then decided that the Co. Surveyor should obtain

quotations for engines, vans, ete., for quarrying and steam=
rolling o&ﬁj.ts. e was also directed to, (if possible) secure
particulars of cost of any suitable second hand engines which
might be puwrchased in the County and in the latter event the
.coat of having these engines converted to rollexs.

A further di‘rection was given the Co, Surveyor to
communicate with the linistry of Local Govemment as to wiat
grant for machinery for Co. Vexford would be available; also if |
it would be forthooming in the event of the Council purchasing
suitable second hand machinery.

The Chairman called attention to the fact that material
from some quarries was tuming into mud and it might be more

economic t0 utilise good hard wearing stons of half the guantity
vihich would make wp for extra haulage.

The Co. Durveyor adm tted that it would be well if saie two
or three of the quarries could be replaced but no others suitable

WA

gould be procured in the distriots comcerned. L)
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Mr. Cloney suggested that a small portion of a road
adjoining quarries complained of should be properly made and
m end the Councll could then ascertain how the material
stood the test. -

It was decided that this sugpestion should be adopted.

A8 regards haulage the County Surveyor stated it was made

up $0 give a man 18/~ a day for horse and car and his owm
services; the average cost was 1/6d por ton mila,
Mr. Treanor Ball.tthe procedure adopted by the Wexford
Co. Council as regaxrds cartage carried out the sugpestion
of the Hinistry which objected to employing carters by the day

Questions of wages etc were adjourned to meeting of

Comittee %o be held at 1l o'clock on Thursday 3rd Jamuary,
1924,
Adjourned meeting - 3rd January, 1924

The adjourned meeting of the above Com:l.tta.a was held
in Co. Council Chamber, Fortview, Wexford on 3zd January, 1924.
Present:= E. P. Foley(Chairmsn) presiding also lessrs
M. Clonsy, Jolm Q'Ryrne, James Shannon, James Hall and C.
Culleton.
Iér. Pe J¢ Hayes was also in attendance.

Hr. ¥, Doyle T.D., wrote explaining his inability to

attend the meeting owing to illness. Mr. Corish was also
absent owing to illness.

The Secretary the Co. Surveyoxr, and all the Assistant
Surveyors were in attendmoce; also lir. W. llurphy, lachinery
Overseor.

The Minutes of the meeting of @MA-Committee held on 18th

Deceuber, 1923 wame road and signed.

Ll
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Provision of Materisl

The County Swurveyor stuted that the amount of matorial
which they had aimed to provide this year was 92,260 ocubioc
yards; at the 3Jlst Decenbex thoy had obtained 64,699 cubio
yardis, and the 27,000 balanco regquired would be machine broken.
They stnrtod with a mumber of holes drilled and an amount of mate
erial in stock but had boan held up from various ocauses, such as
dralnage work and want of geligni€e. ARO handbreaking had
run awvay with the momey. I[e expected that wmder normnl conditions
& broakex woula break from 200 to 220 cubic yards per woeek and
taking 36 wnekn work for the year the output per breaker would be
about 8,000 oubic yards. To break the normal qumutity of 68,000
culbic yards would require nine bWreankers; they had seven so thet
two new breakers would be neeled. DPreaking would have to be
done between nrch and Ddoember: it would mot be posaible to
travel the byeak x in winter as the breaker and engine would cause
‘& good deal of damage to the mads and the output would not be
satisfactory owing to short days.

iir. Cloney ask ol if any urovinia: had been made to put out
rubble.

The Co. Surveyor said this would not come in under ﬁorml
oénditiom but wiere it way required he mmde & prxoportion betwean
it and broken matoricl. Hoads wmlJ take three times the quautity
of wmaterinl if 1€t could be obtained and paid for. The tollowiing
was the County r»oad milenges=

"Trunk Roads 99 miles; wmain roads 1863 local roads 1,308;
fourth class or accommodation rouds 430 miles. From 100 to
1éo gubic yaxis per uile was provided for first class rosds -
praotically from one quarter to one third a cubic yard por pexch.

ire Cloney nﬂthu appegred to be a very small guantity forxr
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first class wads if they expected improvement.

The County Surveyor said he would not be against putting
a great deal more material on the roads but 1€ could not be
done without rolling. It would take 400 cubic yards to the mile
to put on a 12 foet wide surface and raise the road. But this
could not be attempted without rollinz. He would aim at
rolling 140 cubic yards a week for 12 week. To consolidate
about half the material on first and second class roads would
require six rollezxs. They w::uld require six engines costing
£6 ,960; portable Bngina £400 and two treakers £1,200 total _
£8.860. Ile thought it wou‘id be advisable if they could do their
rock drilling by a compressor plant run by an oil or gasoline
augine., It was not economic to employ a full powered engine to
work a rock-drill. With hived engines which would be available
only for five or six months the material could not be put through
in the time. Then it would not be possible to have a regular -
etaff. To have a whole lot of men for four months only during
the year would not be satisfactory. 1f the Council purchased
the machinexy he had outlined they would get a third of the cost
by grant from Ministry of Local Govermment. There was due
'or:l.ginall.y on grant £8,5056 and as £1,400 was paid the balance to
eredit of the Council was £7,106. He thought the best method
of providing the money for the necessary machinery was by losn.
Assuming they received a third would be obtained from the grant
they would have to borrow £5,707. Taking this on a ten year basis
at § per cent the annual repayment for l’rincipai and Intereot
‘Would be £7287. If they did not purchase their om .anginoa
gonvertible to breakers they would have to hire aﬁgineu and 8till
Ipurchase brenkers. This would be an unsatisfactoxy proposition.
The loss by hiring twelve engines as edntrastd with working
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their own would be A3 and against this they had only to

put £727 repayment of loan. Taking the experience of working
their own and a hired engine in the same gquarry the result was:-
Cost per cubic yard for Co. Counclil engine 2/10; cost per

hired engine 3/84 output her hour (Co. Council Bﬁgine) 6

cubic yards;hired engine 4 : 6 cubic yards. The upkeep

pf brocker wsx yun by hired engines was in every case

cons iderably more then when breaker was run by Co. Couneil

)’ enpgine.

The question of storage @& accommodation for machinery
was raised but the County Surveyor considered very liittle
difficulty would arise in regard to this as the machinery would
be out working for ﬁtaotically all the year. The Co. Counail
engine had been out all the year except for one fortnight.

‘Po desl with material and work for sn anmal grant of £35,000
and also ordinsry maintenance they would require twelve engines
eight Lreakers and one portable engine in addition to what
mohine:"y they had. )

lir. O'Byrne said what thej; should arrange for was a full
road outfit for each Assistant Surveyor. - {

The County Surveyor sald that each Assletant Surveyor
would have charge of an engine and breaker tut it might
be necessary to have an interchange of warking from time to
time. VYor instance lir. Kehoe would have a' great deal of sea
gravel in his area and it would not be necessary t_o have an
engine for this. When not required his outfit could be
utilised in quarries situate in the other Assistant Surveyoxts’®
Districts .

In reply %o the Chairman the Co. Surveyor stated that if
Council 4id not purchase engines they would certainly have %o
provide breskers the cost of which would be £3,800. The
proposals made to the meeting would p;-ovide for a complete
plant for each Asuistant and a stand-by plant. They would also
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have the plants for Ballybremnan and Tara Hill Quarries.

Pter further discusnim the following reconuestdation was

agroel toi=-

. "This Comumi ttee recomends the Co. Council to purchase

gix roal engines, one portable 6n;iwe md two breaskers with

vans otc., at a cost not exceeding £3,660 provided the

Minigtry of ILooal Governmént furnish one third of sume and

wihdich we understand is avallable from grant 40 P. This
rocomoenlation degls with the pormal maintenance of the

roads of the County. If proposed £35,000 grant Lfrom Covernmont
funds be aval lable we desire to point out that a fuxther six
Road plants will be required 17 the work propoBed undex the grant
io to ba earried out to the satisfeotion of the Roals Department of
the Ministry of Local Government. The estimated cont of
providing these additional outfits is £10,560 and we considex
ane=third :n"’ this amount should be fortheoming froz Government
Grant 44,

Vagos to Workers

A long discussion took place relstive to recommondation
as to wages to be pmd road workers in comnsction with work
to be carried out under the proposed Government grant.

The Chairmn pointed out that in view of present economio
aonditions every one would have to fave the faet that wases
would have to be reduced.

The County Surveyor states that the nuaber of men suggested
for employment under Direct Labour Schome was 450; thay wero
actually employing 483 and with the grunt they could put on 200
HOYe. ‘

iy . Cloney considored that the rate of wages should be f£ixed

at 8/44 per day: he did not consider anything extra should be
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paid to gangers and believed 1'&‘ was not satisfactory to leave
the same ganger always in charge of the same men.

The Chairman said it would not be s practical proposal
to put the gangor on the same footing as an ordinary road
workor.

lir. Culleton said they wore paying 38/= per week in Co
Wexford and the average over the 26 Cownties was 36/-.

Iir. 0'Byrne said that tho' road and quarry workers had
nothing to spare out of their wages he considered they should
agree Yo a sensible reduction which would allow of men who
were unemployed bveing taken on. .

ir, Cloney held the Country was not able to pay more than
3/44 per dsy. :

The Chaiyman sald that every 2/~ per week off wages of
road-men and gangers would represent employment for 25 more men.

Ix. Culleton said he would with great reluctance s propose
the wages be faixed at 36/~ per week.

The Chairman mentioned that the sugmested reduction was
10/« per week.

ir. O'Byrne asked if it were possibtle to agree on a 10
per cent reduction from all of Meialls of the Council, workers,
of ficers ete., for the purpose of finding work for the unemployed.

None of the suggestions made were seconded and it was then
decided to refor the fixing of wages back to the Co. Council.

Conditions and Terms of Employment of Workers

Ti;e draft conditions of employment of yoad an:i quarry
workers as snhﬁittod by the County Surveyor were laid before the
meoting as decided by the previous Co. Council meeting but in
view of the fact that no agreement hai been arrkved at by the
Compittae as to wages it was decidod that this matter alee should
be roferréd to the meeting of the Co. Council.
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Ciroular re EBoonomy

The Cireular from Ministry of ILocal Government relative
tc effeoting economies in the administration of the Counecil

was read ut no action faken eon.

The Chairman proposed and lir. John O 'Byrne seconded the

'l following resolution:e
| 1B .
}i | “Ihat the Report of Committee re Roads and Machinery in

i respect of meetings held on 18th December, 1923 and 3rd January,

1924 be received. Passed unanimonsly.
The @hairman veferred to the present condition§ of the ‘
roads as appalling. They were made for the traffic of ten ox _
twelve years ago but motor traffic had now so increased and ' g
was filling such a public need tlﬁt it was up to the Counoil to =
put the roads into proper condition. To do this in an efficient |
- Way woarld mean the purchase of a great deal of nachinery. At
present they were in the position of a men who having undertaken T 1
to do a neat and artistic job had to use very rough and incomplete
tools or borrow unsnitable inmplements. I"i
The public and more particularly motor users had A grievance
against the Co. Council: the latter were grunbling at the cost
of the upkeep of their cang, the wear and tear of tyres etec., all

on account of poor condition of the rouds. He was afraid the [
economi ¢ position was not going to improve for next year and

ordinary people would have great dif ficulty 1n.meeting their

obligations. -1t was well known that mumbérs of pecple were "
not even able to pay their poor rates. He knew of one Rate
Collector, who, in a good distrioct had been only to obtain &:5 "
in Rates for his day's work. lie asked the meoting when g |
congldering the fixing of the wages of workers to look at the ‘g
position of the County as a whole ,and not from any sectional

Or partisen standpoint.
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lir« Shannon comidcrlil,the economic position in his
-distriot was nearly normal; he did not believe there would
be any difficulty in obtaining rates from 76 per cent of
the ratepayers.

ix. .Corim Said it was an admitted fact}ﬁt‘&/ﬂo
people were taking adventage of the times to ioade their re-
Ssponsitdlities. |

Mr. J. Byme said this would not apply so much to the
past three months .

In connection with proposed purchase of machinery the
follow?.ng letter to the Co. Survo;}or from Vxr. “wigley, Engineer,
Roads f)opartmant Ministry of Local Govemment under date
R4th Jamuary, 1924 was read: - .

""I cannot answer What our iinistry of Finance will dd in
regard to purchasing Plant. I have not the smallest doubt that
we will go to your aid from the Road FPund to the extent of /3
of the total cost. In the estirmate which I have made out for the
total plant required in the Frees State, I have put Wexford down
for the following:-

2 Crusher Sets

4 Traction Bngines and Sets
4 Rollexr Seats

£ Tar Spra/ers Total £10,000
_ Hy proposal is that the money be Lorrowed for the purchase

of all such plant, and that the Road Pund guarantee the annual
instalments of repayment. The plant will thus cost the rate-
payers nothing. I hope that this will be senctionad, I am sure
the very least we will do will be o undertake half the cost. If &
sum of £10,000 is not sufficient, what is your Minimm requirement °

The rate of wages fixed for Wexford is 28/-

Lach County has taken up the Grant we offored in Septeuber
last, exept Vexford and Cavan, what is the matter with you 2" ~

The County Surveyor pointed out that the machinery represented
by the £8,860 was essential for ordinary maintenance.
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iir. Corlish proposed and lMr. Shammon seconded the following
which passed nem. oOn., :-

"That recomuendations of special Committee read at
this meeting in so far as smme relate to the purohase of
maahiner.y costing £8,560 necessary for ordinary road maintenance
be adorted on the understanding that an assurance be given by
the Ministry of lLocal Covernment that the grant of one~third
of the sost of said meohinery be available and that the requisite
loan for the balance can be obtained by the Co. Council. The
machinery to be purchased is to include six road engines, two
breakers with vans eto., and one portable engine or second hand
engine (Fowler) recommended for purchase by the Co. Surveyor.
That the Special Committee be requested to consider the var-ions
makes of engines, breakers etec., and forward recomendations to
the Council. =

The Co. Surveyor said sll engines were at the one price as
the manufacturers had made an agreament®.

A long discussion took place as to the comparative cost
of running hired engines and those owned by the Co. Council, from
which it appeared there was a difference of 2/~ per cubic yard in
favour of the Co. Councll engine while on the point of output the
o, Council gave six cubic yards ;_;er hour while hired engine made
4 ¢ 6 Cubic yards.

As yegaris the share of the Co. Council in the million and

& S35 rov
of the Co. Council would be about &£3,65867 this inciuded Urban

a quarter grant the Co. Surveyor ?.;l that he believed the share
as well '&s lural areas. No proportion ss between these had

* been 'agi'aal to. He favemred an allocation per mileage of trunk
roads to which only this large grent was to apply. He
oalouldfted on this basis that the share of the Uxrban Distriocts
would be £5,000. Taking the new grant at £30,000 for Rural

Distriots it would enable 30,000 cubic yards to be put out a= he
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figured the material would cost £1 per cubic yard- on the road.
He believed 400 yards would go to the mile so they oould
calculate on doing the worst 74 miles of trunk roads in the
first year. Half of the ordinary materisl would also be rolled
in,

After further discussion the following resolution was
proposed by lr. Cummins seconded by the Chairman and adopted: -

“That in connection with grant of a million and a quarter
for the improvement of trunk roads the Wexford Co. Council
purchase by loan six breakers and six engines provided an
assurance be received from the Roads Department of the Ministry
of Local Government that the GCovermment grant for Road maintenance
would be fortheoming for at least several years; othexwise this
proposed large expenditure for machinexry for improvement of
Trunk roads would be aluost useless. This resolution is
adopted upon the acceptance by the Government of the proposal .
of ixr. Quigley, Chief Engineer, linistry of local Govemment,
that the Government will guarantee the repgyment of the annual
instalments of the loan so that the machinery plant will cost -
the Ratepayers of the County nothing. If it be intended that
the provision of this machinexry will mesn any increase in County
Rates it could not be agreed to by the Council. That Nessrs
Doyle Coxish and Esmonde T.D.'s be requested to approach the
Ministry of Finance to ascertain when grants dealt with under .
Cireular R 30 and special County Grant P48 will be nvailable. "

Wextord - Enniscorthy Road

Clir. Coxish complained of the disgraceful state of the road
from Vexford to Em:l.aoorttw at Kyle.
The Co. Surveyor admitted that the material on this road

was' badl tut a great deal of bottoming had to be put in.

The Chairman said this was one of the roads he had in his

find when he suggested that in some instances it would be more

sconomio to take half specified amownt of hard wearing material

*
.f‘
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instead of local stone.
The Co. Surveyor said he was providing a couple of hundred

culde yaxis for this road from Ballyboggan quarry which would
effect a great improvement.

Vages of Rpad and Quarry Workers

lr. Cloney proposed:- "That wages to Road and Quarry
Workers be fixed at 3/4d per day, the position of gangers to
be abolished. lr. Cloney said the GCanger could only time one

—

work man every moxning so that so far as time keeping was
oon;;ned the position was a fraud; and men who held it should
take to the shovel. The Assistant Surveyors had been provided
with liotor Cars and were now able to make efficient inspections;:
they could cover every mile in their distriets in four days. As
road work was not productive it should be paid at the lowest
rate.

ilx « Pendor held that the surprise visits of gangers gave
very efficient supervision; in fact it would not be possible to i
have proper supervision without gangers.

The Chairman believed that men working on the roads were
genersdlly speaking, kming good time: the Council had now
a better road staff than some time ago.

in réply to a que:fy the County Surveyor stated that 453
men snd 45 pangers were employed on the roads.

ix. Hayes also referred to the necessity which existed for
the employment of gangers. E

Mr. P. O'Byrne belieoved that Mr. Cloney was not in earnest
when he proposed a wage of 3/4d per day to road and quarzy workers.
and beldeved lir. Cloney would be ashamed when he came to read his
propoagl in print. Mr. Cloney had stated that road work was
wn-productive but were good roads no asset in saving wear and
tear of vehicles and securing speedy transport to fair and msrket.

If lir. Cloney understood the work of Gangers he would not have
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proposed their abolition. Besides keeping the men's time and
directing the work they had to foziard pay sheets, forms etc.,
to Assistant Surveyor. I'l; would not be possible for a Surveyor
to discharge his own duties properly and carry on the work even
of one ganger. _

' In reply to a query the Co. Surveyor stated that nothing
could be said against 95 per cent the men; the remaining
5 per ocent were being got rid. ]

lr. J. Byrmo said that road workers were gotting a competitive
wage with what farmers were paying to agriocultural lsbour. It
would be strange to oall on farmers to fix a wage to knoek
themselves out. '

. Jo I, O'Byme said that every member of the Council
ghould look on the work and expenditure of the Council as if these
were his om. It was admitted that there was great difficulty
among the people to pay It'he:i.r way and the time had come when a
congiderable reduction in the expenditure of the Council was
necessary .

lir. Hayes said the proper standard to consider was :- Were
the wages of Road Workers too big 1n contrast with the cost of
lving 7.

Mr. Sharmon said road workers were skilled méh and, if asked
to work for £1 a week they would f£ind other employment.

lixr. Cloney admitted that)the men on the road were good men
but tha country was unable to pay them the existing wages. If
a falr wage was agreal to there would be work for all. |

W¢. Hayes considered if the Covernmont concemtrated on the
food profiteers and reduced the cost of living'it would be easy
to have a substantial reduction of wages sgreed to.

Ipe Chairman said that roadmen realised they had a very good
possition nzj.th congtant employment and payment for broken time. The
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economic position was so acute that something must be done to
bring down the expenditure of public bodies.

Mr. O'Donoghue said that the Secretary should lsgy on the
table Por next meeting of the Council a list of the officials
of the Co. Council with the salaries fees and bonuses they
were now in receipt of and what they were paild in 1914. He
believed the men on the roads were quite agreceable to a
reduction in their wages.

Mr. Corish held that the liinister of Local Government
had no right to isme a mandatory direction.as to what wages
Co. Council should pay, and Council should challenge the powers
of the Minister in this regard. Jir. Cloney was proposing an
"indisoriminate" reduction. IHe (ix. Corish) believed there should
be a revision of wages but Mr. Cloney was not going the right
way about it S0 that the Council would obtain satisfaction in
their work., If such indiscriminate reductions as were proposed
by Mr. Cloney were oarried out there would be a great @‘aval
among the workers. The present proposal from Dublin was unworthy
of o Government; to his mind it was a huge bluff on the part of
the lMinister and the Council should fight it.

. Pondoxr asked if it was the case that the grant would not
be fo.:rhlncxnj.ng unless the wages of workers were reduced to 28/=
per week.

lr. Corish proposed:- "That we inform the Hinistrxy of
Local Govermpent that we cannot agree to the wages of Road and
quarry workers being reduced below 34/= per week and request that

he should make the Road grsnt immediately available with a view

to minirdsing the hurdships visited on the workers of this
County; above figure not to refer to workeys in Urban Areas .

lir. P. Hayes seconded a@ an amendment Mir. James Dyrne proposed
and My, O'Donoghue aecor:derl the followling:-

“That 27/~ per -m.aek be paid as wages to reoad and quaryy
workeys in Rural Distriots. '
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A vote was taken on the ameniment with the following
result:-

For :- liessrs Kavanagh, J. J. O'Byrne, Hall,
0'Donoghue, James Byrne and the Chairman (6)

Against:- lessrs Hayes, P. 0'Byrne, Corish, Cummins,
Shannon, Pender and John O Byrne (7).

lir. Cloney declined to vote.

The Chairmsn declared the amendment lost.

4s a further amendment Mr. Cumming proposed: -

"That the wages of Road and Quarry Workers in Rural
Districts be fixzed at 38/~ per week.

Hr. Shamon seconded.

A vote was taken with the following result

For:- llessrs Cummins, Shannon and John 0 'Byrne (5)'

« Against:- Messrs Kavanagh, Hayes, John J. 0'Byrne, Hall;
P. 0'Byrne, Corish, O'Donoghue, J. Byrne and Pender (9)

Mr, Oloney and the Chalrman declined to vote.

The Chairman declared the amendment lost.

As a further amendment the Chairman proposed and Mr.
Kavanagh seconded the following:-

*"That a rate of 30/= per week be fixed for road and
quarry workers in Ruwal Distriots this amendment being moved
'in the hope that it would be agreed to as it would be the
memns of securing the proposed Government grants and obtaining
sanction to the extensions of limits of Road expenditure from
the Minister of Iocal Govémment.

On a poll the following was the voting.

- For the amendment:- lessrs EKavanagh, Jolm J. O'Ryrne,
Hall, O'Donoghue and the Chairman (5)

Against:- lMesars Hayes, P. 0'Byme, Corish, &;hannt_m,
Pender, and John O'Ryrne (6)

Mesars Cummins J. Bymme .and M. Cloney did not vote.

The Chairman declared the amendment lost.

|

. -
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A vote was then taken on the original motion proposed
by lir. Corish and which resulted as follows:-

For:= Hessrs Hayes, P. 0'Byrne, Corish, Shannon, Pender,
and John O'Byrne (68). .

Against:-~ liessrs Kavanagh, John J; 0'Byme, Hall,
O'Donoghue, James Byrne, Cloney and the Chairman (7).

fire Cumming did not vote and the Chairman declared
the motion defeated.

New Ross Courthousg

Under date 20th January, 1924 the following letter was
read from-Mr, Fahy, District Justice:=

“iir . Hamilton, Wew Ross, writes as followsi- :

“I am quite willing you should have the temporary use of
the New Ross Cowrthouse - say up to the end of Pebruary by
Which time the Co. Counocil should have come to a deoision about
ranting the premises"

I intend using the Courf on Thursday naxt; and wiil be
much obliged if word were sent to the'proper Co. Council
employeg in ew Ross to arrange gmmediately sbout cleaning
and ventilating the place for that day. It would be convenient
i¥ the arrangements wers made with Mr. Denis Corish, Distriot -
Court Clerk, Wew Ross".

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
ire do Jo O'Byrne seconded Yy Mr. Shannon:-

"That the letter of Mr. J. V. Fahy, Distriot Justioe, re
¢leaning etc New Ross Courthouse be referred to m‘n- dollcitor,
ir. R, W, Elgee, and our Searelury be instruoted to act on Mry.
Blgee's advice.

Hotice of Motion Living Vans
:

lir. Shamon gave the following notice of motion;-
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"I hereby give notice of my intention to move at lh
moeting of Co. Council to be held on 11th Pebruary, 1924 that |

for machinery-blant made in Ireland and, also, if posaible, of _ .t

J
|

the Council adopt a reselution to have ell living vens required ‘
native timber .” }
|

University Scholarship ©cheme

| )
lir. Shannon gave the following notice of motion: = - . it
"I hereby give notice of ny intention tq_mcve at the ':
moeting of Co. Council to be held on 11lth Februsdy, 124 that il
the award of University Soholarship to lr. P. J. Hayes, South [l-'
liain Street, Wexford, be reconsidered, and, if cancelled, that
the Council take such action in regard to same ss will meet

the conditions of Univeraity Scholarship Scheme .

|
N
&
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