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SPElCrpL 5th . JANU~RY, 192~. 

A Special Meeting of the Wexford Co. Council was held i~ Co. 

Council Chamber, Co. Hall, Wexford on 5th January 1923. 

Present:- Mr. E. P. Foley, Vice-Cbairrran, presidi~g., also 

present:: Messrs. John O'Byrne, John Pender, James Shannon, G. 

Devereux, R. Corish, Jol'l..n Cummins and James Byrne. 

Thl3 Secretarjr, the Assistant Secretary, the Co. Surveyor and 

Mro Elgee, Solicitor, were also in attendance. 

The late Mrs. Culleton. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of the 

Chairman, seconded' by Mr. Corish:-

"Tb2"t lie offer our esteemed colleague, Mr. C. Culleton, our 

heartfelt condolence in the loss he hss sustained by the death of 

his wife. We feel assured that we can offer on behe,lf of all tbe 

members of our Council to Mro Culleton our deepest sympathy in his 

berea.vement". 

Mr. Sha,nnon and Mr. O~BYl:ne assocjated themselves v/ith the 

resolution, and the Secretary and Mr. Elgee offered the condolence 

of Co. Council staff to Mr. Culleton. 

Co. Hall taken over by the Military. 

Tlle following report was' submi tted by the Secretary:-

"r beg to report that on 3rd January 1923, the County Ha.ll 

p!'emises were inspe cted b'y General Mulca.hy and Maj or-General McMahon. 

At the conclusion of ~he inspection General Mulcahy informed 

me that the IMili tary intended to take over the premises., that time 

would be allcwed to the Co. Council to t!'ansfer thei.r property., 

and that perhaps the County Council could be accommodated in the 

Barrac~s in Oliver Plunkett Street, Wexford". 

The Chllirm~n stated that when the Co. Hall was commandeered by 

the British Military, a Corrmittee of the Council inspected the 

Barracks in Oliver Plunkett Street, Wexford, which was tben Yacant, 

but they found it in such an Cl.wful sta.t-e it, would have taken an 

enormous outlay to repair and fit uP. as offices. The Co. Council 

paid £2,000 to the Sistersof St. John of God for the improvements 
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which they had effected while they oecupied the premises and it cost 

the County Council a.bout another £1,000 to ha.ve the place properly 

fitted up. He considered 'these sums and the reasonable value of 

the premises should be re-imbursed to the Council and also any 

expense Wh~C~ they would be compelled to inour in securing 

substitute premises a.nd the removal of the Council's property to 

sarre. He was in fa'rour of he,iring a small Committee to ieal with 

the mattero 

Mr. Elgee (Solioitor) considered tha.t the Military should 8,lso 

be responsible foJ" the ground re"'lt of the premises Yiz:- £206 odd 

per annum. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of }~r. Corish 

seconded by Mr. Shannon:-

~Tha.t the Secretary, the Co. Surveyor and Mr. Elgee, Solicitor, 

be instructed to drav; up a statemi3nt as to the a.mount vlhich the 

Council pa.id to the SistArs of St. John of God when entering into 

possession of the Co. Hall premises, and what amount the Councjl hA.d 

srent on the prerrises since. Thit t sa id sta temen t be f\lrni she d to 

the Ministry of Looal GO'Jernmnt and the Mi 1'1i stry of Defence. In the 

meantime that Messrs. John Sinnott, R. Corish and E. P. Foley be 

appointed a Committee to go into the ~lestion of obtaining suitable 

premises, meeting of Committee to be held on Monday, ~th January 

1923 at 11 o'clock, a.m." 

Wexford Harbour and Fina'loial SUPPOy·t 

i'rom Co. Council. 

Under date 7th Decerrber 19?~ the folloNing letter was read from 

the Secretary, Wexford Harbour Commissioners:-

"At a joint meeting of the Wexford Harhour ComMissioners, County 

Council, Corporation and Farmers' Unio;1 hald to-day, I was directed 

to inform you that a deputation oonsisting of. Messrs. Donovan, Dollar . 
and Reihill from Harbour Commissioners ~nd Col. Gibbon ahd Capt. 

Harvey and Mr. W. R. Devereux of the Farmers t Union were apPointed 

to wait on the County Council at their next meeting and ask them to 

strilce a rate of one penny in the pound to enable th8m to carry out 

the dr~dging ~cherne necessary to secure Q Cattle Boat for seryica' 

I would tl1eZ'efore he glad if you j 
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would let ne know date of meeting as soon as possible and oblige"o 

The follow:ing I1len,bers of the deputation were presentz-

Messrs. Dollar 5.nd Reibill froTY' Wexford Harbour Commissioners, Col. 

Gil lton, represe !lt.ing F8,rmers~ Union, MI: . Houston, Chairman Harbour 

Comrr:issioners and Ald. Hadden, Wexford Corporation, were also in 

attendance. 

Mr. Hou~ton st~lted tha.t when they Vlere la.st before the Council 

they were asked to form a deputation to wait 'upon the Mini~try of 

Industry and Comrt'er'ce, and Mr. Dollar woule. expla,in what had 

tra.nspired. 

Mr. Dollar said tha.t Mr. Donovan, Mr. Reil'lill and himself had 

waited upon the Ministry. Through the abl~ assistance of Mr. Corish 

and Mr. M. Doyle, T; Dgs for the County, they had received every 

possible facility and the greatest possible encouragement as regards 

the improvement of the Harbour. The net result was that they had 

secured the services of the Government dredger ~t practically 

nominal cost, a quarter of the cost which would be charged if hired 

out in the ,o:r:dinary course, a.nd in spi te of the fact thq,t ot·her 

harbours flare eager and anxiously endeavouring to secure the craft. 

The only outstanding question was as to how the expenses were to be 

met. They put the case before the Government that they 3~ould fin~n 

the project for three months anG they were also successful on t~t 

point. He did not think it Vias n~c'1ssc.ry to labour the subject 

as to the necessity and ~isdom of the Co. CounCil helping in the 

improvemeYlt of the Harbour., the ma.tter had been threshed out thread 

bare. Wexford 'nas the second largest tillage County in Irleand, 

They had tillage land of something 111<e 236, 000 acres, also roughly 

speaking about 40,000 cattle, 30,000 horses and 60,000 pigs and it 

w~s the business of the agriCUlturists of the County to see that 

their produce was shipped from their own port, which gave the 

greatest adva.ntage, more particularly now when they were up against 

the problem of admission of Canadian stores into Great Britain. 

They asked the Co. CounCil to st.rike B, rat.e of Ie. In the £ to he.lp 

them. There was the possibility that the Harbour Boa.rd would be 

able to rai.se their revenue so as to Cover th8ir expenses, but in 

order to increase their revenue t.be Harbour must be improved and j 
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they asked the County COlmcil for temporary assist.6.nce and it might 

he.ppen that this assistance Y'oulc not be Y·eq1..tired at 8,11. The 

Stea.mship Co. had given them e.n absolute· guarantee that a bOB,t 

specially suited for the trade wo~]d be built. 

The SecretfJ.ry r'eed letter froIT Mr. M. Doyle, T. D. a member of 

the Co. Coun.cil Emd Cha,jrman of the Farmers' Union, of which the 

following is an extract:-

IfTbe deputation relative to the Cattle Boe.t are coming before 

next meeting. I. should have liked to he present. I seldom 8,dvise 

an increase in ra ten a.t ~e Co. CounCil but I conslder a penl1Y in 

the pound for, one or e:t most two years Vlould be well spenlJ on the 

project. The reduced freight on one or two cattle would more than 

balance the extra rate on most valuations €md I would urge the Co. 

Council to agree to the guarantee. Regarding the legality of this 

ra te the Ministers assured us th?ut the Government would not obje ct 

or surcharge and if the Council a.pT lied to them for permission the 

Government would at onCe promote legislation to legalise the 

Collection -of rate for this purposeH~ 

Col Gibbon, Vice-Chairman of the Farmers' Union, explained that 

Mr. Ii>oylewas unavoidably absent from the deputation to-day, as be 

was engaged on s Cf!le Government business. 
~. 

They were asking th~ 

Co. Council for a guarantee that, if the necessity arose, thf. 

produce of a penny rate for two yes,rs at most would be paid. The 

farmers recognised the position of the Steam3hip Co., tbat if they 

built a special boat for the trade, the Harbour should be so 

improved as to acco~~odate her. otherw±se a whole consignment of 

cattle might be held up, and the cattle have to be relanded in 

Wexford in small boats, and under very difficult circUI!1stances, 

undergoing considerable depreciation as well as the loss of the 

!l1arket. If this was to happen they could reali§e the ser~ice 

would not be supported and the project end in failure. 

Mr. Houston said the Harbour Board nefided the guarantee for 

two years only. It was mentioned to the deputation by the Minister 

of Industry and Commerce t,hat though the Ce. CounCil had not tbp, 

necessary legal power to enforce the rate at th~ present, yet if 

If the Solicitor , 

/ 
they did st~ike it, it woul& not be surcharged. 
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to the Co. Council would write a short arrendment to the appropriate 

Act they would put it through. 

Mr. Stafford referred to" t.he fa,ct. that he had been a member of 

several deputs.tions to the British Governmental authorities as regard 

the 'improvement of Wexford Harbour , but nothing had Come of their 

efforts, nww they had thetr OViD Covernment they expected practice,l 

steps to be taken for the development of the Harbour. He contrast-Ad 

the proposed rate of a penny i.!l the £ for Wexford Harbour with rates 

for Secondary and University Scholarship Schemes, which though Most 

important, benef! ted onl.y a very sl'lall section. of the Communi.ty. 

The great proportion of' the rates of thH Co. Council Vias paid by the 

farmers, and from what had been stated that day there could be no 

que stion but this proje ct ha.d the sol id support of tlle 

e.gri cul turj.sts of the County. 

Mr. James Byrne thought th3.t this rate wouln put an extra 

burden on the people of New Ross and Di5~rict. Since 1914 the 

r8,tes had increa.sed by over 100 per cent l"lhicb had been brought 

hy increases of- penn.i.es in the £ • 

• 
Mr. Houston considered trutt the conpetition by the proposed 

service would help the farmers in New Ross District to the extent 

of considerably more than what they would ha.ve to pay in Rate. 

There was much congestion in the shipping of ca.ttle both at D\Jblin 

and Waterford. Cattle shipped from Wexford arrived at m~rket in 

splendid condition, a great factor in favour of the proposed service. 

Mr. John a ' Byrne said the fanners in Gorey District believed 

they wlimld benefit by the new service . But ho would object to any 

subsidy unle3s the Co. Council had representr...tion on t,11e Harbour 

.. Board • 

Mr. Houston said the Harbour Board would be delighted to 

provide for Co. Council representation. 

Col. Gibbon pointed to the great ltdvantage it would, be to 

farmers if thel cou1d ship their cattle direct and which could bp. 

accomplished by the new service. The development of Wexford 

Harbour Would A.l so mean better pri Ces at thf~ir County fairs. 

Mr. Dollar pointed out that as. regal ds shipping cattle from 

Waterford a.nd nubl in, the Steamship Co. would serve thej r· old 
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customers first, and if the latter se~~red all the accommouation 

the outsider would be left with his cattle on his hands. 

The-following resolutjon was adopted on the motion of Mr . Corish 

seconded by Mr. Cummins:-

"That we recommend to the next. meeting of the Co. Counoil, to 

be held on 15th inst., the advisability of st.riking a rate of one 

penny in the £ for two years as a ~lraantee fu~d to assist in the 

improverrsnt of Wexford Harbour. In the meantime th~t our Secretary 

ascertl1jn from thd Mi'1.istry of Local Govern'r-ent their opinion as to 

the legalit.y of this proposal". 

Ald. Corish gave notice of his intention to ~ove the following 

notice of motion at '1.ext meeting of the CountJ Counci1:-

iirhat the Wexford Co. Council hereby agree to strike a Rate of 

ld in the £ on the Rural Area of the county for t.wo years , 8,S a 

gUt1rantee fund for the proposed improvement of Wexford Harbour 

provided thf'tt the striki~g of sa.id Rate be sanctioned by 'the Ministry 

of Local Government and t bat the Wexford E9.rbour Board provide for 

representa.tion of Co. C~uncil on their BoardM
Q 

FinanCial Posi tion of the Council. 
• 

The Secre~ary read letter which he ha.d forwarded to Mr. Corish, 

T. D. as regards tho financial posi tion of the Conncil. At the 

pr "3sent, in ol'der to meet portion of the deMElnds of the Co. Board 

0-1" Health, Mental Hospita.l, Rural District Councils etc . , a sum of 

£26,435 . was necessary, and to finance the Council to 31st March next 

a. further sum of a.r.out £70,000 would be neCessary. 

The fo11orling 1ettf'r from the Minister of Local GoveTnJT'''3nt to 

Mr. Corish T. D., under date l~th December 19??, was reed : -

"With refe r 8nce to the enclosed lette~ whioh you handed to me, 

I h::W '3 hn,d the Tllatter cl1r t~fully enquir~d into a.nd find that all 

Local Taxation Grants lcgal:y ~nd properly paya.ble to the WeY~oJ"d 

COUl1tJy Councj 1 have been paid. The EstGte DJty ~rBnt and part of t 

the Agricultural Grant b'3..ve not reached t he Local Taxation ACcount 

for distribution as . they have h[: d to be divarted temporarily to tnt"> 

Guar-antee Fund beca.use of the remissness of Land PUrcha.se Annl1i tants . 

Until these monies beco1']'j(~ released ""rom the Guarant8e F'll'1d as A. 

V 
consequence of paiTrnent of' fl,rr~f:l.rS by defau1 ters they Ca.nnot b, mad,e 
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availa~le for distribution to Local Authorities. 

Bounty in lieu of Rates is not a Local TaxRtion Gratit and it is 

a matter wi thin the province of t 'I:le Ministry of Finance. We have 

raised the matter with them but it is understood there are some 

co~p~ications and perhaps it might he bette~ if th.e maLter is taken 

up directly with the"!') by the COllnty Council if this has not already 

been done 0 

I understand some of t'l1e other Ccunojls who bave been in 

temporary financial difficulties o'lling to delay in rate collection 

have succeeded in obtaining overdrafts from their Treasurers. Has 
• 

Coo Wexford taken any steps in t!1at way?" 

Proposl-3d hy !.1~. Corish, seconded by Mr. John 09Byrne Bl1d 

adopted:-

"Th:>.t Vi e direct our Secl~etary to negotiate with our Treasurer 

the Nat iona.l Bank, Wexford, for an o~erdraft up t 0 £27~ OOOf'" 

The following resoluti on was adopted on the motio'n of Hr. 

Shannon, seconrled by Mr. O'Byrae:-

n'rhat .the Rate Collectors be directed to attend at t!1.e offices 0 

of the Co. Council within the coming week. That they be then handed 

the demand notes for the'ir va.rious Districts for Rate of financial 

year 1922-23 and directed to s.erve saMe., also that they are not 

to ask for or accept any rates. That on receipt of information from 

the Colleotors that all demand notes have been served our Secretary 

issue advertisements as to.payrn.ent of Rates by Ratepayers in the 

Bank 'lith production of Demand Note. That the natiol1al Bank, 

the ~reasurer of t~~ Council, be requested to instruct their 

Branches not to receive any lodgments in respect of Poor Rate from 

individual ratepayers unle ss the lat tel' can produ Ce DeMand Note., 

the entry in Rank Book to be the name of th~ Ratepayer, number of 

Demand Uote, name of District E1ectlbral DiviSion and amount, ca.re 

t.o he taken in cases in which Ratepayers have more t ban one holding 

that the particulars etC., in respect of each Demand Note be set 

ou t separate lyjf. 

Secondary SCholarship Scheme. 

The following report was received from the Schola.rship Committee 

of the Council:-© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 
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l\EXFORD CO: COUNCIL..! 
.-

SECONDARY SCHOLARSHIP SO~~E' 

A meeting of scholarship Committee to can -j der the provisions of 

Scheme of Scholarships for pupils of Primary sChools was held in 

the Co. Hall, Wexford, on 4th January 19230 Present:-

Very Rev. Ca~on Dunne, PoPo Very ~ev. Po Fo Kehoe, Revo J. Maher, 

Meesrso Hugh o 'Byrne , Po D. Breen and Rev. Bro Fitzgerald (Wexford)o 

The Secretary to the Council was also in attendanceo 

The Commmittee after considerable discussion adopted the 

following Scheme for recommendation to the Council:-

SCHEME. 

Four Scholarshipl? to be awarddd to Boys and three to Girls 

tenable at Re cognised Secondary Schools in Coo Wexford by pupils 

attending Primary School s, age to be not lesS than 13 or more than 

15 on 1s t of June in year of 8,pplication for Scholarship. 
only 

Scholar ships will be available/for Children whose parents 

. or guardians resided in County Wexford for at l~ast three years 

prior tc y~ar in which Scholarship is applied for., who further 

reside beyond a two-mile radius of a recognised Secondary School., 

and wbo are in ne ed of assistance to enable them to procure a 

$eooLdary Eduo~tion. A Recognised S~condary School shall be deemed 

to be taSchool appearinp, on list of Intermediate Education Board as 

from 1922 and henceforwardo 

Scholarships will be awarded as the rwsult of an examinationo 

They will be tenable for theee yea.rs at £40 per year, of which at 

least £5 is to be paid the Uanagers of Secondary School at whjch 

Scholarship is held. 

-Third yee,r Scholarships may be taken at an Agricultural 

School approved by the Council. Such Agricultural SCholarships 

may, in the discretion of the- Council be extended for a fourth ~rearo 

Students who intend availing of Agricultura.l Scholarships mmst, at 

the end of their second year, inform the CounOil of their intention 

to finish Scholarship at an approved Agricultural Schoolo 

The Co. Council shall have the right to withhold a ' > 

S?holarship in any case in w1ll.ich they consider ;)This course J 
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advisable and their decision on any matter in connection with the 

Scheme shall be final and binding on all concernedo 

Syllabus for Examinationo 

_. 
Heading (maximum marks 70)- To read with fluency and intelligence 

a passage from some Standard author. Spelling and writing to be 

tested by Dictation. 

2. Arithmetic. (Maximun m&rks 100). Fractions, decimals? Simple 
• 

a~d Compou~d proportion, Practice, Simple Interest, ~fetric Syseem. 

3. Grarrmar (a) (Maximum marks 30) Composition (b) )MaximUffi ~arks 

70). (a) To parse and analayse ordinary ~ehtences, principalruilies 

of syntax, correotion of error;], COl11't10n roots, prefixes and affixes" 

(b)., To write an essay or l~tter on any simple subject of. the three 

given. 

40 Irish (Fifth Standard) (Maximum marks lJO made up as fGilows:-

Writing 20 marks, Composition 20 ~arks ., Grammar 20 marks., oral 

reproduction 40 marks. 

(~) General conversation 

(b,) To read and understand a sui table reader which is to be used 

~s a basis for conversation. 

(c) To memori se and understa11d songs or poems mak ing up ahout 60 

,(d) To rl3prodt;,ce orally in "the p~.lpil gs 0)'(:1. words, substance of 

passages from the Reader. 

5. History nnd Geogra.phy (~Ja.{imull lr'arks SO) Outlilles of the History 

of Irel~nd to l~Ol. Geogr-aphy of Ireland, inCluding physi~.~,l 

features, ohief industries, railways etc .. 

60 Anyone cf the folIo v1ng~-

(a) Algebra (Maxi~um marks 50) Simple rules, simple ~quations 

factors. 
(b) Geometry and mensuration (Maximum marks 80) EuClid Book 10 

with easy deductions therAon g,td simple instructions 

involving use of set-square and compass., Areas of Rectilineal 

figures and surfaoes of principal solids, volume of 

principal solids. 

~c) Plain needlAwork (\faximuyn markS BO) a.s a.ppea.ring in National 

School Progra~ne fro~ 3rd to 6th Standards~ 
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General Condjtionso 

1. Candidates must pass examination in Irish ~nd Arithmetic and also 

in any th~ee of t he remaining subjects. Failure in Irish or 

Ari thrretic will constitute a fai lure of exarr i a. tiono 33 1/3rd marks 

will constitute a Pass in any subjdct. 

2. Six months before the date of Examination the eligibi11t~ 

c~ ndidates to cOrnW>~te in Examination shall be decided by a C0l11m1ttee 

of the County Council. 

3. Eyery candidate for a Scholarship shall, before being adrritted to 

the Examination, produce a satisfactory reference from the Teacher 

or School Manager of his Sohool, together wi t 11 s medical certificate 

of health and a recommenda.tion from a Clergyman of his parish e.s 

th charactero 

4. The Scholarship Exarrination will be held at convenie~t centre 

or centres in the County (according to the number of entrants) 

between l ath June and 1st August in each year. It is proposed 

that papers s~~ll be set an~ examined by Examiners selected by the 

\iiaistry of Education. 

5. Applications for Schola.rships in 1923 must be l cdged before 

1st May 1923. Forms of ent.I'Y ca.n he obtained from the Secretary 

to the Co. Counc:tl, Wexford, viho wj.ll notify candidates of date 01' 

dates of examinationo 

The' following resolut i on was adopted on the motion of Mr . Corish, 

seconded by Mr . Cummins:-

ItThat the Scheme of Primary Scholarships for year 1923 as 

sU,bIlitted by Scholarship Coromi ttee be and is hereby approved and that 

sarr..e be submitted to the Minister of Education for appro7al and t bat 

he be requested to arrange for the holding of Examination in connect­

ion with th:i.s Scheme." 

Road Contractors Threatened. 

Mr. JM"-es Byrne produced tbe following letters which had been 

received by Road Contractorsin his district:-

Contracto~s Bewareo 

Dear Sir, 

I heg to inform you if you don't give up Jour Contract on 
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the road you will remark the consequences. 

Remember if you are caught on the road after this warning you 

will be burned to the ground that night and every car you have 

bro'<en. 

So BeV:Tare- remember Be "lare tf • 

------------------

Transport Workers' Union. 

Sir, 

We are informed by the Members of the above that you intend to 

carry out your Contract which. you t.ook last. ,o:;pring, l.:lut if you no 

you vorill meet the saddest disapPointment you ever met ' its not you 

but anyone who took a new Contract do you think t be labourt3rs are 

goin.g t 0 ll~t you ,10 the road and they to go hungry not sol ike lyo 

You can do the haulage if you like but a stone you will never put 

on the roads. You h r ve a farm anj you can live o11t of it, but we 

labourers have nothing and therefore we are not going to let you or 

a.ny other lian that has a farm take the bi.t out of our mOGths. A 

pint of oil and 8 ~ ox of matches will ~~ing your place to the 

ground quick, then join the Labourers
g 

Unio!1. Lahour is alive, not 

dead. 

Red Ha.nd will do th.e work if you do not give up the road at 

onCe. 

Labor, "Lab or, L3bor." 

The following resolutio'1. was adopted on the motion of Ur. R. 

Corish, seconded by Mr. 09Byrne:-

"That copies of anonymous letters r eceived y toad contractors 

in South Wex'ford be furnished Mr. Thos. Foran, General Secretary, 

Irish Transport & General Workers' Union and that he be asked to 

investiga.te the matter and report result to ~le Co. Council". 

Road Overseer, J. J. o 'Gorman, 

~allyrannell, Glenbrien. 

Mr. R. Corish brought forward a compll3. int which had been rna.de 

as to J. J. O'Gorm9.n, Road Overseer ~n€! his work on tl'e rOG.ds. 

On. the motion of Mr. Corish, §~c9fi€l@€! by Mr. Shannon, tbe 

following resolution was adopted:-
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"Tha.t the Coo Surveyor' be requested to' prepare a. report fer 

presentatj on to next !I,eeting as to complaint. relative to Overseer 

J 0 J~ a ~Byrne ft • 

Resolution 1"e "Peace"o 

The following resolutions were read from conference of Sinn 

Fei n , Farmers v Union hnd cf the Transport Union of tbe Coo Wexford 9 

do earnestly implore all parties to the present lamentable war in 

Irela.nd to pe,use and consider the position of tbe count.ryo 

We are convinced the.t the conM.nua.nce 0f hostili ties and of 

bloodshed is depriving Irela,nd of her a,blest sor..s and must inevitably 

res~lt in Natioral destr~ ction. 

We stress unhesitatingly the vital and essential importance of 

an inuJ1ediate arMistice pending the opening up of discussions., 

Upon the leaders of the people we u r ge t1:lat the hest int~rests 0 

our nation will be served by finding a basis for aettlement before 

Christmas" 

To all Irishmen and Irishwotf:en, to all plAbliC and private bodies 

in out' cvm and other cou:n.t5~s we a;opeal for the adoption of thi.s 

r esolution and for V'eir untiring support and co-operation in the 

quest for-Pea.ce" 

That our resolution of Pe9.Ce b} transmi tt.:Jd from tl-J.is conference 

to all public bodies in Irela,nd and through the organiSf'tions 1J.e re 

re~resented to their branches and executives with a covering letter 

explaining in detail the views expressed a t this conferenc~, and 

that t.hey bl9 requested to appoint delegates to attend the conferl9nce 

in Dublin to promote this lTovement for Peace". 

The following resolution was re Ce ived from Cork Harbour 

C orr:.rr is si oners:-

MRESOLVED:- That we ask the Governm~~t to take immediate steps 

to appoint three Merrbers of the present Dail to act in conjunction 

with tr~ Seanad Peace Committee and meet three neutral Irishmen 

(acceptable to forces in opposition to the Government) to discuss 

the best means, firstly, to bring ahout a cessa.tion of hostilit:ies 

and, finally, to establish perCe on a firm basis. 

(That all Public Bodies throughout Ireland be requested to 

. " co-operate wi th us in our demnnd for a sett.lAme nt ) 
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The following resolution was received from the New Ross R. D. 

Council :-

"That this Council view with horror the dree,dful destruction 

to life and pr,operty whicb is being carried on in our midst, and 

although this sta.te 0:' affairs has lasted a considerable time, the 

irish people are still no nearer to peaCe, but are being forced 

headlong to poverty and starvation, and if allowed to continue the 

cause of Ireland will be irretrievably lost. 

From experience, subjects of all Nations are. convinced that 

guns and all the other forrnidl .ble implements of war wi 11 not settle 

dIsputes or break the fighting spirit of brave people, now before 

it be comes too late, this Council calls on the leaders of the warring 

parties, to rr:eet and 9.rrange a truce •• give orders to Cease fire, 

and settle existing diffe'rances by negotiation and t'berehy permit 

hhe country to settle down to' peace p.nd prosperity. 

COpy of this resolution to be ~3ent to all Publjc Bodies 

throughout Ireland and requested to join and co-operate V'/ith this 

Council in their demand for a settlement". 

The following letter under date 26th ~ecember 192~ (RA/2Bll) 

was read frcM tbe PreSident, Irish Free State:-

"I beg to aCknowledge receipt of the resolut:io'1s forwarded on 

llt,h and received by me on 27th instttnt. 

I am as much in' favour of Peace as anyone in Ireland. Pe<!.ce 

to be established on a sound basis •• , namely, uncp.r authority and 

subje ct 'to the 'authori ty of represen tat ive Government. 

Those whc challenged that authority have lost what they cRlled 

the "War", and now having lost thu t, they bore gartblihg to win the 

Peace. The GovernI"l8nt. terms rrA known and they &I'e generous, more 

than generous bearing in ~1~d the great 1098 of life, the dislocation 

of business and the destruction of property. If the3e were war 

air'lH the lust of thH Irregulars must be well tndulged t ·y nO\,io 

The time for mercy is being rapidly consumed and if e.dvantage 

be not taken of it very shortly, those who are making war on the 

people wil l find too late that there is a limit to pat~ence"o 

Mr. John afByrne proposed:-

"Tha t tbe answ~r by PreSident Cosgrave t.p pea.~e nesdlutions j 
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" fron Co. We)'.fo)'d be a.dopted e.s the pI'opel' repljr to these reso1utionso 

This was not seconded. 

Mr. COT'1sh proposed B,no. Mr. Shar-non se-celnded the fcllo'N:ing:-

"'Iha. t t"he re sol11 tj ons r egardi ng peace re oe j vee f rom Cork Harb our 

Corr:rr.i 3S j oners and the Conference of repre senta t i ve S 04" 8i1'ln F~ in, 

passed., 

Motor prosecutions . 

'fhe follo ,':i:'lg -Nere r-:;ported by ~hro Co fI. P;.chards, Local Taxation 

Officer, Wexford, for prosecution under alleged offences under 

\ 

Motor Car Acts : - Edward Byrne, Bree. Ennisoorthy . , Mar tin Laffan, 

Kereight, Kyle., Mrs., E . G. Harvey, F~r~ogue ROllse, Wexford, 

Ro1)srt foran, Paul QUa,.y, . Wexford., Anthony !tehoe, 3, Thomas street, 

Wexford., 'Iicho1e,s Murphy, Sou th ~1a.in Street, do., Edward Kavanagh, 

Killegran, Courtown Harbour., R. H. Stephens, Charlotte Row, Gorey., 

William Hugb Ma.ssy, Hount St., Benedict, Gorey. 

The fbllo\'V'ing resolution was Q.dopted on the moti.on of _,{I'. Corish 

seconded by .Mr. 09~yrne: ­

"That our Ro1icitor he instructed to in3titute proceedings 

age,inst the persons repo!'ted to this day f ~ meeting of the Co. Council 

for ~lleged offences under Motor Car Acts." 

DA.t~d this 

----------00000----------

I,"" day Ofr' 

t>, ~~l .. ·~ 
~-~~------

Pr~siding Chairnan 
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SPECI~ MEETI~G, 15th JXNUARY, 1923· 

A Special Meeting of the above Council was held in the Council 

Chamber, County Hall, on 15th J~nuary 1923. 

present:- Mr. E. PoF~ley, Vice-Chairman. presiding. 

Also:- Messrs. James Hall, John O'BYrne (Gorey) John J. O'oYrne 

(cushinstown) G. Devereux, John Sinnott, Micha.el Redmond and R. 

Corish. 

The Sec~etary, the Assistant Secretary, the Cou~ty Surveyor and 

Senior AssistfVlt Surveyor 'N~re also i.n atte'1.:ia"1ceo 

Wexford Harbour & Subsidy from Rates. 

The following T"lOtion, of which he ~Il.d given previous no·tice, 

was rno~red by Mr. Corish:-

"That the Wexford County Council hereby agrees to strike a. rate 

of Id in the £ on the Rura.l Area of tbe County for two years,.as 

a guarantee fund for the proposed improvonent of Wexford Rarbour, 

provided thEl.t· t be striking of said Bate be sanctioned by the Ministry 

of Local Government, and th~t the Wexford Harbour COl"1missionwrs 

pJ'ovlde for, representation of County Council on their Board". 

Mr. John OiByrne seconded. 

The. resolution, after a long discussion, was put to the :-reeting 

a.nd ca.rried by 6 to 2 on a show of hands .. 

Veterinary Inspectorship- Southern portion 

New Ross Distri~t • 

Under date 30th Janua.ry 1923, the follOWi ng letter (2619-22) 

was read from the Veterinary Braneb of the Department of Agrioulture 

& Technical Tnstruction:-

"~Vi th reference to your letter of the 6th ul timo, eJ'!ibodying copy 

of. a resolu tion adopted by ~'ouY' Council on the 4th vI timo ott th e 

subject of the a.ppointmen.t of a Local A.uthcritJ Veterinary Inspector 

in the Southern portion of Ne~ Ross Rural District, in succession 

to the' latJe !tr. A. Dobbyn, V.,So I have to state tha.t, the De~artment 

note that t.he proposed rate of payment £60 per annum) for the New 

.appointmilr.t rp.presents an act'rance of .cIO per annum on the existi'lg 

a.pproved rate, and in the Circumstances, I have to :request tha.t ~rou 

will ba "ood enougn to infor'''' the Department "s to tJ-.o oons; dara",. 
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which influenced the Local :~uthopity in so incrp.A.sing the rate of 

payment". 

The Secretary 8tatAd he had replied to th~s letter giving th~ 

.. 
reasons of the Co. Council for the increase in t he salary, and had 

received, under date lOth January 1923, the following I'eply:-

H~ith reference to the terms of your r~ply of the 4th instant 

\)0 the DepB,rtment's lett~r of the precGding day, I huve hereby to 

express their approviil of the tempora.r! appointmntby the Wexford 

county C0.111c11, on the 4th instsnt, of Mr. Joseph Lynch, Vc S. !is· 

Local Al·t~ority VeterinBry Inspector in tho 80uthe r~ portion of 

New Ross Ru~al District. 

The Depa.rtment, furthermore, offer no obje ction to the Loca.l 

Authority's proposal to fix the remunerat.ion at thp, inc:reased rate 

of £60 per annum for the Veterinary Inspectors"1ip in the di s tr:ict in 

question". 

Th.~ +'ollowjn.g re;~olution ~vas adopted o~ the rrotioll of the 

Chf~ irman, seconded "y M:r .. '!: :111:-

tf'Thst a Vaterinary Inspector' for t':le Southern portion of New 

Poss Distri·ct at a salo.ry of' £60 per annum, be appointed by the 

Wexford Coo Council a.t a " meeting to be held on Monday, l~)tb February, 

Co. Hall taken over for Miljt.ary PUY'!,nseso 

The Secretary Gave particulars of premi~es \flhi Q}1 had been 

inspected by i.he SpeCial Corm:ittee appointod by the Coo Council t o 

s ecth'e prerrises for offices, owing to the fact thHt the Co. Hall 

was being taken over by the Military Authoritiesc 

Mr. Corish ga.ve parti clllars of his interv:tew with the Minister 

of Defence as to secl!ring such compensation from "the Military 

Authoritif-'s Fe iirovld 8.110:1 the Council to obta.in suitable premi~es 

for offices. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of ~'ro 

09Byr_ne (Gorey) seconded by Mro Hall:-
/ 

"Tha.t tbe Cornmi ttee appointed ·by the Coo Council to S8cure 
, , 

premises for the Co. Council offices be eJYlPov/ered to procure sa.me 

hy purchase shoUld the;y consider it d.dvlsable. That Messrs. Cori:h 
~ 

To D. and M. Doyle T.Do be requested to uSe their best enGen,TOUrs to 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



16 5 

procure from the Ministry of defer..ce reasonable compens8,tion for 

Coo Hall premises"o 

Propo'sa.l Committeeo 

The following resolution V;8,S adopted. on t~e motion of tre 

Cha.irman, se eonded by Mr. Hall:-

"Tba t the adj ourned meeting of the proposal Qommd t.tee-~ for 

acceptance of tenders for print.ing Rf",t e Books .and for' annual Cour~ty 

printing, beheld on Monday, 12th FebruarJM. 

Road at Rosslare . 

Under date 3rd January, 1923 , tbe follov/ing letter was read 

from the Rosslare h8.rbour Co-operative Society Ltd:-

"Despite several applies.tions , we regret to have to point out~ 

tha t nothing as yet has been done in the ~vay of repairs to the road 

bet'i1een Rosslare Harhour and l{ilrane 0 

On Xmas morning people going to Mass had to walk through floods 

0. foot deep, and such no state of affairs it must be admitted , calls 

for immediate attentiono 

The Cqmmittee request t~e assurance of the Council th~t 

something be :lone forthwith to nut the roa d in question in a suitable 

condition, otherwise, t~e Committee lfToill ha.ve to make representation 

to the GoSoW. RHilwe.y Coo, who a.s you A.re aware, . are the principal 

ratepayers in the district". 

The following resolution WfiJ.S adopted on t~e motion of 'c,he 

Chairman, seconded by Mr. H~ll : -

liThat the Co o Surveyor be dire cted to in3pe ct road bet''ieen 

Rosslare Ha.rbour a.nd Kilrane, and that Mr. Hichael Doyle MoCoCo be 

asked to accompany the Co. Surveyor and lay his vi~ws as to repair 

of said 1'0Bld before the Co. Council". 

Univers i ty Scholarship Schf3me . 

Mr. C • T. Hall, prisoner l~O N. Block, Uewbridge Barracks, 

wrote, under date 1st J:muary 1923, aSking t he Co, Cou!lcil to bold 

overhis Universi ty Scholarship until he bad been released from 

Military custolfry. 

The following resoluti on wa.s adopted on ~he motion of Mr. 

Sinnott, seconded by Mr. Devereux:-

/ , 
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"lhat University SCholarship, 13.V"arded CoT" Hall, be hIe over 

until his release from military custodyri. 

Injury to Horse. 

Under date 5th december 19?2, the following letter Vias read 

from Messrs. Huggard. ~ Brennan, Solicitors:-

. "We are instructed by Mr. Charles Kelly, Duke Street, Wexford, 

th8.t a horse, his property, which he had recently bought in OUlart 

rrane.ged to get out of th'3 stablE" on 8Dt\n'd~y night, 25th November 

19~)2, a.nd appe.rently with the idea of getting baCk to OUlc.rt, v:ent 

along the New' Brid.ge and fell into the sea from the place where the 

Bridge is at present broken. 

In our opini on, the County Council were bO~.nd to protect the 

.bridge so as to prevent an animal, or indeed anything else :f'rotTl 

falling in, andthis WP..s not done. Th~ r e ~. a.s thert~fore in our 

opinion, very grave neglj;rence on behalf of the Countjr CounciL 

As a re <''l.Jlt of fE'"liirig into the river t'}{e horse had to be destr 

ad. 

Our c~ient suffered 8 losS of £10, and unless this amount is 

pa id by the Cour..ty Council, we sha.ll have to institute proceedings 

agains~ them"o 

Mr. Barry, Coo Surveyor, stated that prior to the receipt of 

this letter, a claim for the injury to hiS horse had bee:a ma.le on 

him. He had reported t'l-).e matter tothe Insurance Company and the~r 

had written that no liability attached to the Council. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of the 

Chairman, seconded by Mr. O~Byrne (Gorey):-

"That Mr. Elgee, Solicitor to the Council, ~c empowered to 

appea.r on behlaf of the Insure.nce Co. in any proceedings inst i tllted 

by Messrs. Huggard & Brenna.n on behal f of Cha.rles Kelly for injury 

to horsetfo 

Loan for Coo Board of Health. 

The following letter, under date 29th December 1922, was read 

frorr: }'.f~. T.D. Sill11ott, Secrete.ry Co. Board of Hee,l th:-

MTh~ BOfLrd of Publio Health 'require a loa.n 0:' £3,000 to carry 

out. a Soheme of Sewerage Alter'ations in. the Co. Home, Enniscor·1,hy. 
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I ar{ 1irected by the Soard to reCl'lest t'te Co. Council to :sive, 

on behalf of the Board. of Hea.l th, the ne oessary gua.rantee to the 

Bo~rdvs Trea.surers, tbe Munster &: Leil'lster B~Tlk Ltd., 'rho are 

prepared to advance the loan at the r8,te of interest of -~ % less 

than the ordinary rate for Irish Bal1ks". 

The follo~ing resolution vm,s g,dcpted on the motion of Mr'. 

Cceish, seconded by ~·lr. John O°.aYrne (Gorey)~-

"Tha.t tP..e Co. Council hereby agree to provide tte necessary 

guarantee for the repayment of loan of £3,000 to be obtained by the 

Co. Board of Health for sbbeme of sewe.age alterations in COQ Horre, 

Ennis c orthy" • 

Canal Corrmission~ 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of VI'. 

Corish, seconded by Mr. J. J. O'Byrne (Cushlnsto~.rn):-

"That Minutes of Canal Commission Committee b~ confirmed, p-xcept 

as to recomr:endation 1'e fillA.1'lcing of prePosed 'Vaterway Board .... vhieh we 

consider, should be allowed to remain an open question :'01' the 

'present it 
0 

Mountgarrett Bridge . 

The Connty Surveyor reported that he ba.d been unable to seoure 

a terraer for repairing Mountgarrett Bridge t1t his Estimate viz:­

£11'3, the low'est figure obtaina.ble was ;::150. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr. Corish 

seconded by Mr. Redmond:-

"That the Estimate of Co. Surveyor for rep,~l.ir of Mouhtgarrett 

Bridge be inoreased from £ll~ ~o £150" • 

Threatening Letters _to Road Contraotorso 

In connection with letters to Road Contractors in South Wexford, 

threatening them with death unless they ceased working on roads, 

one of which Vias beaded "Tra.nsport Workers' Union", Mr. Do HouCJton, 

Secreta.ry, Wexford Irish Transport & Genera.l Workers~ Union, who' 

ebtte11.ded the Co, Council '!'Jeeting, explained that the matter had 

been considel'ed by the South Wexford Executive of his Union and 

they emphatically repudiated the document. The letters arose, so 

far as he could ascerta in, from local opinion, through p:dvfl. te 
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Employment of Workers. 

Aris ing OU t of que st i ons ~e le,ti va to empl 0imen t of road worker s 

in Ferns District, the following resol~tion was adopted on the motion 

of Mr. Corish, seco~ded by ~r. O'Byrne (Gorey):-

"That ~ss±stant Surveyors nhould in fut~re give preference, where 

possitle, to married men when engl?ging vJorkers on road,s". 

Collection of Rates. 

The following r'esolution Vias adopted on the rrotion of Mr. 

O'Byrne (GoreY);-seoonded by Mr. Jo J" OVByrne (Cushinstwon):-

"That our Secretary be directed to a.dvertise that' Rates for year 

1922-~~3 can be paid by Rat epayeltrs in any Brahch of the National Bank 

• 
in County Wexford. 

That Mr. P. J. Sinnott, Rate Collector, be requesto.d to state 

if he is prepared to serve de'na:ld notes for year 19"22-23 -for his 

di3trict, and shoUld he decline Lo do so, we hereby empo~er the 

Finance Committee to take sucn steps as the;! consider A,dvisable tc 

have dewand notes laid do~~". 

Motor Car of County CounCil. 

• The following resolution was adopted on Lhe motion of Mr • 

Si''1nott, seconded by'the Chairman:-

"That we hereby agree to dispose of moto~ car of Council, 

puilcp,ased for use of work in qun.rries which ]lave been supervised 

- ' 

by Mr. Treanor, Assistant Surveyor, to the latter at a :valuation 

to be arrivAd at between him and Finance Comm1ttett". 

---~------ooOoo----------

(Sign,,( ) 

Pr~3iding Chairman 

Dated this 

, 

v 
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