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QUARTERLY MEETING. - 1st AUGUST 1917· 

Tae Quarterly Meeting of the Wexford County Council, ·was held in the 

Co. Council Chamber, Court.ause, Wexford, on 1st August 19170 

Present:- Mr John Bolger, (Chairman) presiding. 

Also:- Messrs Jo S. Hearn, J. A. Doyle, N. J. Cowman, R. Scallan, 

James Lynch, M. Codd, James Codd, Y. Cloney, L. Barry, J. J. Kehoe, P. 

Keating, J. J. Stafford, M. Maddock, J. Redmond, J. E. Mayler, A. Kinsella, 

w. Thorp, T. Asple, Lord Courtown, Sir Thomas Esmonde, Bart., and J. J. 

O'Byrae. 

The County Secretary, County Surveyor, and County Solicitor were also 

in attendance. 

Confirmation of Minute s 

The Minutes of last Meeting were read and confirmed. 

The late Bishop of Ferns. 

The Chairman proposed, Mr Scallan seconded, and adopted:-

"That we offer to the relatives of our· late revered Bishop (Most Rev 

Dr Browne) and to the Clergy of Ferns diocese, our heartfelt condolerice in 

the loss they have sustained by the deat h of Hi s Lordship, who directed the 

spiritual affairs of t his Diocese with consuwmate ability and tact for over 

quarter of a century." 

Motor C~r Licence Duties. 

Under date 9th July 1917, the Local Government Board wrote (letter No. 

29597-1917) forwarding certified statement received from the Postmaster 

General showing the value of Motor Car Licence Duties levied by each County 

and County Borough in Ireland for the year ended 31st March 1917~ 

The amount for WexfDrd County was £879. l8.64.~ 

In connection with fine of £20 and costs imposed on Mrs C&therine 

Sheehan, New Ross, for unlawfully keeping and using a. motor oar without 

'" ing a proper licence therefor, the Under Secretary, Dublin Castle, 

forwarded a petitio 8,ddre ssed t o R1s Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, 

tha.t the entire of the fine should be remi tted, or such portion as his 

-- - ----- -- ---
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Excellency considered Just. 

Mr C. H. Richards, Registrar Motor Lioence Duties, Co Council, 

submitted a ~eply to the Memorial of Mrs Sheehano 

152 

The following recommendation was submitted by the Finance & Roads 

Comrnittee:-

"That a copy of Memorandum submitted by Ur C. H. Richards, Registrar 

Motor Lioenoe Duties, in connection with the appeal of Mrs Catherine Sheehan 

New Ross, for remission of fine of £20 under the Motor Car Act be submitted 

to the Lord Lieutenant, and that we recommend His Excellency to remit the 

fine to £10. 10/-:, Mrs Sheehan to be st.i ll held liable for payment of £6. 

motor lioence duty, as we understand from the statement of Registrar of 

Motor Duty that the Car has been used for other purposes than as a hackney 

carriage,;" 

"Recommendation confirmed on the motion of Sir Thomas Esrnonde, 

seconded hy Lord Courtmm." 

The fcl10wJng reco~~endation was also submitted:-

"That Mr C. H. Ric~&rds communioate with MrPeter Whelan, Bridgetown, 

as to not laying proper ba ckney carr 11'l..ge plate in front of motor car, a.nd 

that if he refuses or neglects to have this carried out that he be 

prosecuted." 

"Confirmed on the motion of Sir Thomas Esmonde, seconded by Lord 

Courtown ... 

Under date 2nd July 1917, the Looal Government Board wrote forwardin 

pay Order for £43. 19. lId., and payable to the County CounCil, in respect 

61' duties on licences for Motor Cars duri!8 the year ended 31st March 1917. 

Under date 30th July 1917, the Under Secretary, Dublin Ca.stle, wrote 

that the Lords Justices had reduced the fine in the case of Mrs Sheehan to 

£10. 10/- as recommended by the Finance & Roads Committee, and made no 

order as re!~rd8 the prayer of the petition as to remission of payment of 

licence duty. .. .. 

On the motion of Sir Thomas Esmonde, seconded by Mr Kinsella, the 

following reso lution was adopted:-
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that the Road Board has since the commencement of the War failed to 

contribut~y any new grant to the upkeep of our roads, and further that 

the Irish Motor tax which was imposed with a view to the improvement of 

the Irish roads, is deverted from its proper purpose, and u less we receive 

the Road Board contribution we decline to collect this tax in future." 

Ballybro Floodingo 

In connectioR with flooding at Ballybro, Mr R. W. Elgee, Solicitor to 

the County Council, submitted opinion of Mr John E. Walsh, B. L., who 

stated that in his opinion the proper persons to clean up the channel 

through the reclaimed lands, were the D~strtct Board of Commissioners, and 

he considered the appropriate form of proceedings would be a Declaration 

in Chancery. 

The following resolution in this matter was submitted from the County 

Wexford Committee of Agriculture & Technical Instruction:-

"That we request the County Council to take steps under Regulation 

2M of the defence of the Realm Act Regulations to approach the Department 

of Agriculture & Technical InstructioK to have the flooding at Ballybro 

deal t with. It 

Letter from the Department of Agriculture & Technical Instruction 

under date 20th June 1917, and No. 43290-17, pointing out that Regulation 

2M was not intended to Cover large operations but merely to deal with small 

works capable of being effected at limited expense, and with a view to an 

immediate increase in the area of land suitable for the purposes of Cood 

production. 

On the motion of Mr Cowman, seconded by the Chairman, the 

ing resolution was adopted:-

"ib&t the matter be further referred to Mr R. W. Elgee, SoliCitor 

to endeavour to obtain the names of the District Commissioners for the 

Reclaimed Lands." 

AppOintment ~~ Lamp~)ghter at Ballyhack. 

The Secretary stated that the appointment of lamplighter at Ballyhack 

Boatsli.p had been referred DO the Finance & Roads Committee. They had 

received only the one application, and had made the following recommend-

ation:-
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"That we accept the application of Mr Patrick Cummins, Ballyhack, 

for the lighting of lamp at Boat Slip Ballyhack at £5 per annum. ApPoint

ment to be in accordance with the terms of the Advertisement of the Co. 

Council." 

"Confirmed on tll~ motion of Sir Thoma.s Esmonde, seconded by Lord 

Court own. " 

Applications Increases of Wages. 

Mr John J. O'Gorman, foreman with County Council gang of men applied 

for a.n increase of 10/- per week in his wage3 of 25/-. He could not 

live on the last named sum, and was now doing twice as much work for the 

County Council as when he first entered their service. 

The Finance & Roads Committee had made the following reoommendation:

"That th~ County Council be recommended to increase the wages of Mr 

Join J. O'Gorman, foreman with County Council gang attending Stonebreaker, 

by 5/- perweek, as from 18th July 1917." 

"Confirmed on the motion of Sir Thoma.s Esmonde, seconded by Lord 

Court own 0 " 

Mr P. Byrne, blacksmith, Tara Hill Quarry, applied for1ncrease in 

his wages from 26/- to 36/- per week. He stated he was paying £1 per 

week for board and lodging, and unless his application was agreed to he 

could not see his way to remain in the service of the Council. 

The following recommendation was made by the Finance & Roads Committee 

"That 'the application of Mr P. Byrne, blacksmith at ~ara Hill Quarry 

for an increase of wages, be refused." 

"Confirmed on the motion of Sir Thomas Esmonde, seconded by Lord 

Court own. " 

PQter Dwyer, John Dwyer, James Dwyer, John Kehoe, John Doyle, and 

Patrick Tomkins, qua.rrymen working with the County Council living van~ 

applied for an increase of their wages from £1 to £1. 5/- per week. They 

considered they were the hardest worked and'the worst paid officials of 

the Council. 

The folloVl:lYlg recommendation was submitted by the Finance and Roads 
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"That we recommend the Cou ty Council to grant an increase of 3/- per 

week to Messrs Peter Dwyer, John Dwyer, James Dwyer, John Kehoe, John Doyle, 

and Patrick Tomkins, men working in Co Council quarries and attached to 

living van, said increase to rUft as from the date of this meeting.~ 

"Confirmed on the motion of Sir Thomas Esmonde, seoonded by Lord 

Court own. " 

Myles Hyland, Borelia, Kilcotty, Rock Drill Operator, applied for 

increase in his wages from 30/- to 35/- per week. 

'rhe folloViing reoommendation was submitted by the Finance & Roads 

Committee:-

"That we reoommend the County Council to fix the wages of Myles 

Hyl&nd, Rook Drill Operator of the breaker by a sum of 5/- per week, said 

i ncrease to date as from the present Meeting." 

"Confirmed on the motion of Sir Thomas Esmonde, seconded by Lord 

Court own. It 

RECOlfilENDATIONS FINANCE & ROADS COMMITTEE. 

Court own Swwer.:- "That the application of GDrey R. D. Council in connec 

ion with sewers at Courtown Harbour be referred to the County Surveyor for 

report to next meeting." 

On the motion of Sir Thomas Esmonde, seconded by Mr Lynch, the 

following resolution was adopted:-

"That the recommendation of the Finance & Roads Committee be 

confirmed. That Mr Creighton, Clerk Gorey R. D. Council be requested 

to furnish a rough sketoh plan and levels of the proposed course of new 

sewers at Courtown Harbour." 

County Wexford Infirmary:- "Tbatvthe deputation from County Wexford 

Infirmary relative to increased grant for the institution be heard at the 

General Meeting of the County Council on 1st August 1917." 

"Confirmed on tae motion of Si r Thomas Esmonde, seconded by Lord 

Court own. " 

Wall at Ferrybank: T "That the letter of Major General 

to wall at Ferrybank be referred to the County Surveyor with instructions 

to inform Major General Doran that the County CounCil are not lSi ble for 
© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



156 

repairs mentioned in his letter. That the County Surveyor be further direct 

ed to furnish the Secretarr, Wexford Harbour Commissioners, with a copy of 

letter from Major General Doraa, with his observations that the work is 

one for which the Harbour Board are liable.6 

"Confirmed on the motion of Sir Thomas Esmonde, seconded by Lord 

C ourt own. ft 

Preparation Road Material Eto.,:- "That the following from the 

Enniscorthy R. D. Council be referred to the County Surveyor-

"That the attention of the County Council be called to the necessity 

of having the road material prepared in time to enable Contractors to have 

it drawn before the Harvest." 

-
"that their attention be also directed to the state of the Road 

fron1 Ba1lynadaragh Bridge to Clough in Davidst1nm Distriot." 

"Recommendation confirmed on the motion of Sir Thomas Esmonde, 

seoonded by Lord Courtown." 

, 
Clohamon Bridge:: - "that the C01.lnty Surveyor be instruoted to interview 

Mr John BDowne, Contr ctor for repair of Clohamon Bridge and point out to 

him the 1aok of progress exhibited in having the work carried out. In 

&Dother month (owing to floods) all operations at tb~ structure may have 

to be suspended until next Summer thus causing considerable inconvenience 

to the people of the looality. 

That the County Surveyor do all possi'le to have the work pushed 

forward without further delay." 

Subsequently Mr Browne attended the meeting and explained the manner 

in which the work was proceeding. He promised to have it completed by 

the second week of September nexto 

"Recommendation confirmed on the motion of Sir Thomas Esmonde, 

seconded by Lord Courtown." 

Duncannon Pier:: - "That the County Surveyor be instructed to have the 

necessary work at Duncannon Pier carried out by direct labour." 

"Confirmed on the motion of Sir T. Esmonde, seconded by Lord 

Court own. " 

"That the County Counoil be recommended to agree to pay Mr E. 

St3phens, Dunoanl1 on , for superintending work a.t DUnoannon Pier and keeping 
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& record of the time of the men employed there a sum n~t exceeding £10." 

"Confirmed on the motion of Sir T. Esmonde, seconded by Lord 

Court own. ff 

"That the County Council be recommended to empower the County 

Surveyor to purchase suitable safety chains for Duncannon Pier provided 

he can procure same at what he considers to be a moderate priceo M 

"Confirmed on the Motion of Sir Thomas Esmonde, seoonded by Lord 

Court own. " 

Yard st Enniscorthy: - ~That we reoommend the County Council to empower 

the County Surveyor to purcbase Pulley Blook and Torpede fan for forge & 

yard at Enniscorthy, at a oost nnt exoeeding £10." 

"Confirmed on the motion of Sir Thomas Esmonde, seoonded by Lord 

Court own. " 

Uountgarrett Bridge:- "That our County Surveyor in conjunction with 

the Oounty Surrveyor of Kilkenn7 arrange tocarry out the necessary repairs 

to Mountgarrett Bridgeo" 

"Confirmed on the motion of Sir Thomas Esmond., seconded b1 Lord 

Court own. " 

Deeps Bridge:- "That the County Surveyor be instructed to take steps 

to have the road at Deeps Bridge raised so as to prevent flooding and 

reset the concrete posts. That the joints in coping where necessary 

should be re-pointed." 

"Confirmed on the motion of Sir Thomas Esmonde, seconded bl Lord 

Court own. " 

Use of County Council Boat;- "That Mr John Kenny, Emmet Place, Wexford, 

be appointed to caretake the boat of the County Council prov!ded he be 

prepared to enter into an agreement to repair the boat when neoessary,and 

rep&~oe same should the craft be lost when in his possession." 

"Confirmed on the motion of Lord Courtown, seconded by Sir Thomas 

Esmonde." 

Kimore Pier Repairs:- "That the County Surveyor be instructed to see 

that the Contract for Works at Kilmore Harbour be preoeeded with at 

"Confirmed on the motion of Sir Thomas Esmonde, seconded by Lord 

Courtown. " 
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Arthurstown Pier: - "That the question of repa i rs to Arthurstown Pier 

be adg ourned pending the result of inquiries by the County Surveyor." 

"Confirmed on the motion of Sir Thomas Esmonde, seconded by Lord 

Court own. tt 

Haulage of Material :- "That no objection be offered to the proposal of 

the County Surveyor to employ Mr Martin Flood, Castleboro, Clonroche, for 

haulage of material from Ca~rryorchard and other quarries at 6/6 per cubiC 

yard, the County Surveyor to arrange that the checking of the materia.l be 

ca.rried out by Mr Treanor, Senior ASSistant Surveyor." 

"Confirmed on the motion of Sir Thomas Esmonde, seconded by Lord 

Court own. " 

Alleged Removal & Conversion of Road Material:- "That Wr Elgee,Solicitor, 

And Mr Treanor, Senior Assistant Surveyor, consult as to alleged removal 

of road material from Road No. 200E (Edward Cullen, Boolabavm, Screen) 

and that proceedings be instituted against this Contractor should Mr Elgee 

consider that there is a reasonable prospect of succeeding in Court." 

IIConfirmed on t 1le mot jon of 8ir 'I'hoTi111 S Esmonde, seconded by Lord 

Courtovm. " 

Machinery-Cherryorchard Quar ry:- "That the County Surveyor be re que sted 

to furnish to next ordinary meeting of Finance & Roads Committee, a 

report as to machinery offered for sale at Cherryorchard" Quarry by Mr 

George Shar pe ." 

I'Confirwed on the l liot-ton of 8ir Th(1m~~ s Esmonde, seconded by Lord 

Court own. " 

Food Controller & Cattle Prices~ 

On the motion of Sir Thomas Esmonde, seconded by the Chairman, the 

following resolution was adopted:-

"That in vi~w of the recent regulations of th6 Food Controller with 

regard to the prices of Irish Cattle, we note that these prices are:-

74/- in September, 72/- in October and November, 67/- in December, and 

60/- in January. These prices should apply only to grass fed cattle. 

If it is proposed t o app l.! t hem f ro:x D oemher on to fat cattle, when stall 

fed cattle are be ~ ng offered for sale, they '¥ill mo st injuriously affe.~ 

Lhe tillage farmers throughout Irel~ndo 

The Gove:rnrlent should recognise tha.t tillage farming 1s much more 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



159 

txpensive to carryon &nd that it was the efforts of the tillage farmers 

which have helped to stand between the country and privation. Tillage 

farming is absolutely essential to the proper con6uct of agricultural 

operations seeing that it is thereb1 we proQuce the B&nUre necessar1 for 

the fertilisation of our land. 

We regard the drop in prices after December as a direct blow to the 

tillage farmers of Ireland. As a matter of faot prices should be 

inoreased from the period when stall fed cattle are read1 for market. 

That copies of thi s re solution be furn1 shed to the Food Controller, 

the County Members of Parliament, the Chief Secretary for Ireland, and 

the Department of Agriculture & Technical Instruction for Ireland." 

Letter fram the Local Government Board under date 29th June 1917, 

(No. 11~..M-1917) relativ" to administr~tiJive expenses of Local War Pensions 

Local Committee being defrayed by the County Council was read. One-third 

of the expenditure incurred under this head would be payable out of the 

County fund and two-thirds would be reoopped by the Treasury • 

. 
t he Local GovC'Jrnment Bo~rd in this connection also forwarded oopy of 

the Nav 1 & Mi1itar1 War Pensions (Administrative Expenses Act 1917, and 

copy ~f their Sealed Order "The War Pensions Committees (Ireland) Order 

1917· 

The estimate of' the County Wexford War Pensions Local Committee 

amounting to £121. 10/- to Maroh 1916, was laid before the Meeting. 

On the motion of Lord Court own, seconded by Mr Kehoe, the following 

resolution was adopted:-

"That the recommendation of Finance & Roads Committee agreeing to 

estimate submitted by War Pensions Locil Committee for the period from 

17th May 1,917. to 31~t. March 1916, and amounting to £121. 10/- be add 

is hereb7 approved." 

Vacancies on War Pension Local Committee. 

On the motion of Mr Stafford, seconded by Mr Kingella, the following 

resolution was adopted:-

"That Messrs VTilliam Thorpe and Michael MaddocJ be appOinted 

representatives of County CounCil on County Wexford War Pensions Local 

Connnittee, vice Mr Hearn a.nd Mr Lynch, reS.1gnedo" 
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Adva ces of supplies of Seed Potatoes, Etc. , 

Under date 13th July 1917, the Local Government Board wrote (letter No. 

115U- 1917, Miscellaneous:) stating that repayment of cost of advances of 

supplies of seed potatoes, ~eed oats and manures to Cottagers and small 

holders was to be made in the case of small holders by means of a rate 

to be l~vied next year as par t of the Poor Rate, or as a special rate on 

small holders or the sub.ties of non-rated cultivatorsG 

Th~ Rural Di str ict Counci l s of Enni s c r t~y, Gorey, and WeXford, had 

been communicated with by the Local Government Board as to the preparation 

of the necessary lists of persons who will be specially ch rgeable with the 

rates in 1916. 

"The Secretary sta ted that he had received the list in question 

from Wexfor d Rur al Dist rict CounCil." 

"No Order" 

Economy in the use of T1 ber . 

Under date 13th July 1917, the Local Government Board wrote (letter 

No. 34,234 : 1917, Miscellaneous) as to the urgenc1 of raducing to a 

minimum the consumpti o of timber, for all but the mo st essential needs. 

"N 0 Order·' 

Audits of Accounts . 

The following report of the audit of the Accounts of the Wexford Co. 

Council for r~lf-ye&r ended 31st March 1917, was read:: 

"I have the honour t o r epor·t t 1.["t I have audited the accounts of the 

County Council o~ Wexford for the half-year ended Maroh last, and I 

forward herewith a certified abstract thereof in pursuanoe of your Or der 

in that behalf made. 

The account s were prepared and submitted for audit in a satisfe.otory 

manner and no item of expenditure calls for any remark upon my pa.rt." 

Reports of the Auditor of the Looal Government Board as regards 

audit of t he a ccou...",ts of t eo fo11o"~i.ne County Bodies, were a130 laid bef 

the meeting:-

Gorey Union and R. D. Council, Wexford Union and R. D. 

Council, New Ross R. D. Council, County Wexford Tuberculosi8 Committee, 

County Wexford Committee of Agri culture & Teohnical Instructio., 

Enniscort~ District Lunatic Asylum, New Ross Uniono 

"No Order. It 
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Rate Collector Somers . 

Under date 17th July 1917, the Loc n, l Government Board, wrote (letter 

No. 36724-1917 Wexford Co.,) that they would now agree to ~llector 

Somers being pa~d poundage fees in respect of half-year ended ~lst March 

1917. They' added th&t the Colle ctor should in future take ca.re that a.nr 

necessary peoceedings for the recovery of rates are t ken in good time. N 

"The Secretary stated that . oopy of the letter of the Local 

Government Board had been furnished Mr Somers." 

Marked "Read" 

Proposed War Bonus to Road Contr&otors . 

The following extract from the Minutes of Finance & Ro&ds Committee 

of gth July, relative to proposed War Bonus to certain Road Contractors 

was submitted:-

"A long discussion took place on the applicat ion of oerta.t n 

Road Contractors in the Distriots of Enniscort'n" New Ross and Wexford, 

for a War Bonus. 

Mr O'Neill proposed:- "That owing to enhanced prices of 

materiAls and increased cost of labour, we unanimously recommend the Co. 

Council to grant the following War Bonus as from 31st Maroh 1917, to 

contractors ma.king e,pplication for same to this dayfs meeting, Tiz:-

an inorease of 20 per cent to oontraotors who provide their own material, 

an increase of 2~ per oent on four-sevenths of their contracts to 

contractors who obtain their material from Co Council Qu&rries, and an 

inorease of 20 per oent on two-thirds of their contraots to oontraoters 

who obtain sea-gravel." 

Mr Stafford seoonded the reoommendation whioh, however was 

withdrawn. 

The following reoommendation was unanimou8ly adopted on the 

motion of Mr S.afford, seconded by Mr Asple:-

."The County Council havinb reoeived an application for War Bonus 

from oertain Road Contraotors whose oontraots were entered into on or 

before 30th June 1915, and s~me having been referred to the FinanCe & 

Roads Committee for consideratioa, we believe the application in question 

should be favourably dealt with, but before pUDDing forward Bny reoommend 

ation in the matter to the County Counoil, we desire tc 9btain an 
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expression of the views of tb~ Rural District Counoils concenned, viz:

Enniscorthy, New Ross, and Wexford, for submission to the County Counoil 

Meeting of 1st August.~ 

"On the motion of the Chairman, seoonded by Mr Codd, the following 

reoommendation was &dopted::- "That the County Surveyor be instruoted 

to attend the meetings of the Rural District Councils of Enniscorthy, 

New Ross, and Wexford, at which the question of the granting War Bonus to 

oertain Road Contractors will be considered." 

"Mr Elgee oalled attention t o the letter of Local Government Board 

forwarded to Messrs M. J. O'Connor & Co., SoliCitors, ~ ~ sford, aoting for 

the Ro&d Contractors, (No. 22556: 1917-Wexford lounty) and under date 1st 

May 1917~" 

Under date 17th July 1917, the Clerk, Wexford R. D. Council, "wrote 

that ~h~n ' the matteDr;w~s considered by his Council six voted on a poll 'for 

a 30 per oent War Bonus and 16 for a 20 per cent, and it was accordingly ' 

reoommended to th~ County Council to grant & War Bonus of 20 per cent 

calculated on the different lines set out in the application for three 

different olasses of Contra~tors. 

'" Under date 24th July 1917, the Clerk New Ross Rural District Council, " 

wrote that his Council (one member dissenting) agreed to recommend the 

granting of War Bonus to the affeoted Contractors, and further recommended 

20 per cent a s the maximum inoreased payment. 

Under date 28th July, the Clerk, Ennisoorthy Rural Distriot, wrote 

that his Council had unanimously approved of the applioation on the 

terms stated i n Messrs O'Connor's letter of 2nd July, i.e., Class A

Contraot price to be inoreased by 30%, B.-Inorease of 30% on 4/7ths the 

annual amount, Class C.- inorease of 30% on 2/3rds Annual amount .. 

The following resolution under date 28th July 1917, was rea.d from 

Gorey Rural District Council:-

"That this Distri ct Council oonsiders th&t the Road Contraotors of 

the Gorey distriot ar e equally if not more entitled to a War Bonus and 

we cannot understand why the Fin~~ce Co~~ittee passed over their claims 

as t hey were the first body to put their grievances before the County 

Council. M 

-- ~ - ----- ~-- -
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Th" ~olloVfing letter under date 25th «uly 1917, was read from 

Messr s Huggard & Brennan, Solicitors, Wexford::-

"We are acting for the Road Contractors of the Gorey Rural District 

Council, and we wrote the County Council some considerable time ago, and 

also appeared before them on behalf of these contractors. 

We see from the local press that the County Council has invited the 

opinion of the District Council as to the granting of a War Bonus of 20% 

to the contractors owing to the difficultie s that have risen in the 

carrying out of the contracts. 

We are informed tha.t the Gorey Rural District Council a.t their 1s,at 

meeting un~nimously passed a resolution in favor of the bonus being 

granted to the ooiltra.ctors. We would t~erc1Dre feel much obliged if you 

would kindly ' ~ r ing before the Finance Committee the cla~m3 of the contra 

ors in the Gorey Rural District Councilo 

We shall send you as soon as possible a detailed list giving the naT 

names of the oontraotorso tI 

Mr Michael Kavanagh, Tomcoy1e, wrote under date 16th July 1917, 

applying for & War Bonus on Contracts 56G and 55G taken from M~ ch 1913; 

Under date 31st July, Mr John Doyle, Ballycoursey, Glenbrien, 'wrote 

applying,- "for the War Bonus which I nm entitled to on my Road Contraot". I 

On the motion of Mr Stafford, seconded by Mr Kehoe, the following 

resolut'ion was adopted, on the reoommendation of the Fina.nce & Roads 

C omTni t, t(o>~:-

tfrrha t t :le County Councj 1 l1!.\V ing carefully oonsidered t be 

applioation of oertain road oontractors who have entered into their 

oontraots on or before 30th June 1915, and who have applied for an 

inorease on the a.aual amount being paid to them fDr the carrying out of 

their contracts, by way of' war bonus,and being satisfied that these 

contraotors are entitled to suoh payment, do grant to these contractors 

the following increased payment, ioe., an increase of 20 % on the whole · 

amount to those oontraotors who supply material and labour themseives, 

an inorease of 1104% or 20 % on 4/7ths of the amount to those oontraotors 

who obtain materia.l 7'rom County Council quarries, no increased oharge 

being made by the County Council for material, and an inorease of 13.3% 

- ~-----~--- ---~ - --~-... 
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or 20% on 2/3rds of the amount to those oontractors who use seagravel, untU 

the expiration of the contract or unlil one year from the end of the war, 

whichever event should first happen, but that such increased payment only 

be made to contractors, who, in the opinion of the County Surveyor have 

done their work efficiently, and further that the procedure suggested by 

the Local Government Foard be oarried out, namely, that the County Council 

shal l iBsue Aoclvertisernents inviting tenders from outside persons for the 

contracts, taking this new increased amount in each case as the ainimum 

price at which the contraotor will be willing to carryon the work until 

the expiration of his oontract, and if no tender at a lower amount is 

obtained, tha.t a, fresh contr'act l)(~ ente red into 1fi th each contractor 

ooncerned at this new increased annual amount for the unexpired term of 

his contraot, the increased percentage only to be paid for a period ending 

one year after the conolusion of the War .. " 

Cl'onroche Courthouse • 
....,;;.~=- -.. _. . .. .. . 

Mrs Tector, Landlord of Clonroche Courthouse, wrote under date 13th 

July 1917, applying for an increase in rent of Clonroche Courthouse from 

.£10 per &nnum to £15. If not granted she stated, she would withdraw 

the use of the Courthouse from the County Council. 

The Finance ~ Roads Committee made the following recommendation:-

"The Finanoe Committee cannot see their way to recommend the County 

Council to pay n increased rent for' Clol1roche Courthouse." 

"Recommendation confirmed on the motion of Mr Cowman, seconded by Mr 

Kehoe .... 

At the meeting of Finance & Roads Committee on 16th July 1917; a 

lett~r wa.s read from the registrar, Co. Wexford Infirmary, ft,ski~g the 

County Counoil to hea.r the views of Lady M. Fi1)tgera.ld and the Mayor or 

Wexford, as a deputation from the Infirmary Committee, relative to having 

a.n increa.sed grant given to t~~ Institlltiono 

The Finance & Roads Committee adopted & resolution that the 

deputation be heard at the General Meeting of the Council to be held on 

1 st August. It 

In cormection with 1,bis matter the following resolution was 

read from the Wexford Trades & Labour Counoil:-

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



165 

tl1rh&t as the County , Infirmary is of very great benefit to the people 

of the County Wexford, we strongly urge upon the County Counoil to give 

such a grant to the Committee as will enable them to get over their present 

financial difficult Yo At the same time we are of the opinion that if the 

infirmary is to be utili.~HHl flO [,)S -Lo )e of th ... gre test benefit to the 
, 

oommunity an effort should be made to seCure funds in order to have the 

institution properly equipped as a surgical infir~ry, and to secure the 

service. of a surgeon who has had experianoe in oarrying out operations 

in a surgical infirmary. We suggest that &n appeal be made to the public 

for support, as is done in other parts of Ireland, and are oonfident that 

sufficient funds would be forthooming to put the infirmary in a sound 

pnsition. We demand that the workers be accorded their prpper share of 

repres nt~Lion on the infirmary Committee." 

Lady M. Fitzgerald and Mr Byrne (Mayor of Wexford) attended a~d put 

the oase of the present financial position of the Institution before the 

Council, and pointed out that unlesS the present grant from the County 

Council be 1~creased by £200 or £JOO for the duratio of the War, the In 

itution could'not be carried on." 

Mr Kinsells'proposed:-

"~hat the gr~nt to the County Wexford Infirmary be increased by 

£200 per annum as from 31st Maroh 1917, said increase to continue to be 

payable for twelve months after the oonolusion of the War." 

Mr Kehoe seconded. 

A poll was taken with the following result:-

For t~e resolu.1,ioa:- Messrs Maddock, Stafford, Kinsella, Keating, Barry, 

James Codd, Cowman, Kehoe, Asple, Cloney, Mayler, and the Chairman.- 12. 

Against :- Lord Courtown, Messrs Soallan, Hearn, Lynoh, Mark Codd,Redmond, 

!horpe, and J. A. Doyle.-6. 

The Chairman d~olared the resolution oarried, after which the 

Members of the deputation returned thanks. 

The following letter under date 3rd July 1917, was read from the 

MaMger, Artane In ustrial Sohool:-. 
"With one or two exceptions all Borough and County Counoils have 

given us an inorease of, at least, sixpenoe per week, per head, from 1st 
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October. Up to the present tri s Sohool has been paid the 2/6 r&te. 

If there is not at l~ast sixpence of an increase on that the Treasury will 

not give any increase. Already we kave had to considerably overdraw 

our Bank acoount t (l meet · O\Jr ex enses. Kindly say at your earliest 

convenience jf your Council will be good enough to give us the general 

of 3/- per head, perweek, in order that we may secure a like increase 

from the Treasuryo" 

"No Order" 

In connection with the committ 1 of a boy named Mioha.el Murphy, 

Enniscorthy Workhouse to Artane Industrial School, a letter was read from 

Mr A. A. Connolly, Clerk, Enniscorthy Union, und~r date lOth July 1917, 

stating th~t the School would charge 5/6 per week for this boy during the 

War and 5/- per week afterwards. 

The following recommendation was submitted from the Finance & Roads 

Committee:-

"Th~t as the County Council h ve refused to pay any increased 

grant to any Industrial Schools at present receiving 2/6 per week, our 

Secretary be instruoted to send a list of the Industrial Sohools and the 

rate per head chargeable therein to the Clerks of Petty Sessions9 with 

request that in the event of any sohool deolining to accept children -

except at a higher rate- the atteniionof the Council be calle d to the 

matter before any orders for oommittal of children be m&d •• ~ 

"Recommendation confirmed on the motion of Sir Thomas Esmonde, 

seconded by Lord Courtown." 

Propos~d Agreement between Co Council & Co Insurance Conm1ttee. 

In oonnection with oontribution of the County Insuranoe Co~~ittee 

towards the salaries and expenses of Chief Tuberculosis Officer and 

Nurse,the following recommendation was submitted from tte Finance & 

Roads Committee:-

"That the County Council be recommended not to acc,pt proposed 

liquidated peyment of £100 in lieu of £552. 17. 6d due by County 

Insurance Committee to County CounCil for servioes of Tuberculosis 

Officer and Nurse to Jlst Ma.roh 1916, or any pe.yment less than the full 

amount of the debt." 

That as we realise the County Council would be in a worse 
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fin~ncial position by entering into an agreement with the Coo Insurance 

Committee for the treatment cf patients, we recoremend the County Council 

not to enter into said agreement." 

t7 

Under date 26th July 1917, the following letter was re~d from Miss 

, O'Ryan, Clerk County Insurance Ccmmittee::-

"The following is copy of letter reoeived from the Irish Insurance 

CommisSioners, dated the 20th July and No. 30969: 1917, I. C., for the 

County Wexford:-

.,., 

tIThe Nat ional Hea.l th Insurance Commission (Ireland) hav", 

had under consdieration your letter of the loth instant, 

from wnich they observe that the Roads & Finance Committee 

of the Wexford County Council have recommended to the 

CounCil that the contribution to be paid by your Committe 

in respect of the services of the Tuberculosis Officer 

and of t he Dispens ry system to the 31st March 1916 

shoul d be £552. 17. 6d, i.e., at the rate of one-third 

of the salaries and expenses of the Tuberoulosis Officer 

and of the Tuberoulosis Nursesc 

The date wentioned should presumably be 28th February 

1916 as the Commission have sanctioned, and the Council 

have a.ocepted pa~:rrent a.t the ra.te of one-fifth of the 

salaries and expenses of the Tuberculosis Of ficer and 

Nurse as from that date~ 

In referenoe thereto I am to state that the Commission 

are not prepared to sanction payment for the former 

period at a r.higher rate than one-fifth of the salaries 

and expenses of the Tuberculosis Officer and Nurse which 

up to the date 26th February 1916 would amount to 

£331. 14. 6d. In addition, there is due to the 

Council a contr~bution in respect of the period from 

1st Ma.rch 1916 to 30th June 1917 of £160. T~e tota.l 

amount due to the Council is therefore £491. 14, 6d. 

It appears to the Commission that in view of the CounCil 

attitude that sum should at once be paid." 

In face of above and in order to arrive at an early as well as 

an amioable understanding, I was directed by the members of thi. 

Ccrrmittee at their meeting on yesterday to ask you to lay the 
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foregoing before the next meeting of the Council, and at the same time 

ask the Council to appoint delegates (three in number if the Council so 

decide) to meet three delegates appointed from yesterday's meeting in 

conference at a place and time to be chosen by your Council. 

If your Council agree to this Conference the matter could be 

and ~lch misunderstanding avoided. If you will kindly let me know time 

and place cfmeeting, I oou1d summon the members appointed by this Committee 

to attend. Any day during week beginning 12th August would.suit." 

On the motion of the Chairman, seconded by Mr Kehoe, the following 

resolution was adopted:-

"That the recommendation of the Finance & Roads Committee be 

confirmed, and that the letter from the Clerk of County Insurance Committe 

as to prposed Conference be referred to next ordinary meeting of Finance 

& Roads Committee." 

Importation of Horses Order. 

Under da.te 21st June 1917, the Department of Agriculture & Techn.:ical 

Instruction forwarded' Order No. 460 prohibiting the movement of any 

imported Horses, Asses, or Mules, except on licenc issued by an 

Inspe ctor or other Officer &ut"iOri sed by the Depa.rtment. 

"No Order" 

County Insurance Committee . 

Under date 27th June 1917, letter No. 33M.-l7, was read from the 

National Insurance Commission, extending until the 30th June 1918, the 

terms oroffice of the existing Members of Insurance Committee including 

Members appointed by'County Councils a.nd county Borough Committees 

whose period of office would. otherwise, have terminated on the 30th 

insta.nt. It 

"No Order" 

Replies to Votes of Condolence . 

On the motion of the Chairman, seconded by Mr Kehoe, the following 

resolution 7ms a.dopted:-

That the letters of Mr R. Soallan, and Messrs Moore Kelly and Lloyd, 

in reply to votes of condelence adopted by the Council be set out on the 

Minutes of the present Meeting: 

The following are the letters in question:-
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"Please convey to the Memeers of the Count~ Council my sincere 

th&nks for their kind ~ote of sympathy on my Mother's death. 

----- ---

Sincerely Yours 

Risha.rd Scallan." 

"We received your letter and the copy of the Resolution adopted at 

the meeting of the Wexford County Council for which we are obliged, an~ 

we will have much pleasure of conveying the purport of the Resolution to 

the relatives of the l.te Mr C.H.Feacocke. 

We aee also obliged for your expression of regret, which we will 

also convey to them. 

Yours faithfully 

Moore, Keily & Lloydo" 

------------

Loa.din~ Bank at Sparrowsland. 

Under date 16th June' ·the fcllowing Ie ;ter was read frOl"1 Mr John Coghla.n 

~eneral Manager, Dublin & South Eastern Railway, relative to proposed 

impD~vement of loading bank at Spnrrowsland:-

"Referring to your l e~ter of 2~th ultD, I have looked carefully 

into the l .es :' -'on of opening the Sparrowsland Siding for traffic, 

and regret to say that I could not recommend my Board to open the 

siding for general purposes o It may be in your recollection 

some y~ 1rs ago we had 8. Siding at this particular plaoe, and we 

were compelled to close it o\JTing to tr..e fact tha.t i t v'rs worked 

& loss. 

The Siding could not be opened for the carriage of stones 

a lone, for once openec it v' uld have to be used for general 

purposes, and this would entail a staff of a couple of men to 

efficiently carry out the work, and I oannot see an~ prospect of 

it ever being a remunera.tive transaction. Roadways would have to 

be made, and loading banks and offioes built." 

On the motion of Mr Asple, seconded by Mr Lynch, the following 

resolutinn was a dopted:
I 

"rl'ha.t \Ve request the directors of the Dublin & South Eastern Rail 

Co., to reconsider their decision &S to refusing to inprove loading bank 

and road at Sparrowsland. The outlay for this purpose would be 

comparatively small, and we beli6ve a satisfaotory arrangement could be 

arrivad at 'by payment of fh &Ta.tuity to the woman living in the railway 
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house adjoining the siding. The iMprovement in question would greatly 

facilitate the Council in obtaining road metalling from B&llybrennan 

quarry and be also & source of great convenience to the farmers of the 

district. The Council would be obliged if tbe Dire·ctors could see their 

way to comply with t!le wishes of the Council in the matter, as they would 

be prepared to P&Y half cest within & reasonable amount." 

Application for Increase on Contraot Prioe.-~]rors Lists. 
- --- . 

Under date 4th July 1917, the following was read from Messrs J.English 

& Co., Contractors for the printing of Jurors Lists:-

"I will be glad if you will kindly ask the Finance Committee if I may 

appear before them ta-d~y in support of our applioation for an increase on 

o~ Contract price for printing the Jurors Lists." ' 

"No Order" 

Boyce's Bay Contr ot . 

In connection with above the following reoommendation was submitted by 

the Finance & Roads Committee:-

"That the 1~1Jter of Ur 11 .. P. Gahan, under date 2nd July 1917, as to 

payment of decree re Boyoe's Bay Contraot, be referred to Mr Elgee, 

Solicitor." 

"Confirmed on the motion of Sir Thomas Esmonde, seconded by 

Lord COUy,t own. " 

Application- Road M.terial . 

Under da.te 19th June 1917, Mr Peter O'Brien, Kilthomas, I'erns, wrote 

applying for 30 yards broken stones from Doran's Hill quarry, to repair 

the lane leading to his premises 6 

On the mot1on of the Chairman, seconded by Mr Kehoe, the following 

resolution was adopted:-

"That Mr O'Brien's application for 30 cubio yardS of material b 

acoeded to when material not required for road metalling is available." 

Poisons & Pharmaoy_ Act Licences. 

Applications were received from the following for renewal of their 

Poisons &. Pharmacy Act Licences:-

George Staf""'or<l, Jo Street, Wexford, PatriCk Healy, 82 North Main 

Street, Wexford, Patrick Redmond, The Harrow, Ferns. 
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On the motion of Mr Kehoe, seconded by Mr Lynch, the applications of 

the above-named were acceded to. 

Proposals for Works . 

On the motion of the Chairman, seconded by Lord Courtown, the follo~ 

ing resolution was adopted:-

"That the several proposals for WDrks as submitted by the Proposal 

Committee and as appearing on Form 20 be and are hereby approved subject 

to modifications and other orders noted thereon and initi lled by the 

Chairmano" 

Proposals for Payment . 

On the motion of the Chairman, seconded by Lord Courtown, the ~ollow

ing resolution was adopted:-

"That the several proposals for payment submitted by the Proposal 

Committee and recommended by the Finance ~ Roads Committee, and dealing 

with matters other than public works, also transfers to Public Bodies 

be and are hereby approved subject to the modifications and other orders 

noted thereon and init.ialled by the Chairman." 

Doran's Hill Quarry . 

On the motion of the Chairman, seconded by Mr 'Lynch, the following 

reoommendation of Finance & Roads Committee was adopted:-

"That the County Surveyor be directed to arrange for a stone fence 

at Doran's Hill Quar r y.* 

Motor. pJ.l'e~j.io~ .. Sigp.s . 

The Secretary, GaeliC League, Dublin, wrote under date 15th June 

1917, hoplng it wa.s not too late to impose the condition that the 

direction signs which were to be provided by the Ford Motor Coo, should 

be in Irish as well as English, and aSking that the Council would 

communicate with Mr Ford about the mattero 

On the motion of Mr Stafford, seconded by Mr Maddock, 

resolution was adopted:-

"That oopy of the letter from the Seoretarr, GaeliC League, as to 

directions on Motor Signs supplied by the Ford Co.,being set out in 

Irish as well as English, be forwarded the Ford Motor Co., The Coo 
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Council would feel obliged if the Ford Co., oan see their way to accede to 

th~ wi~hes of t~e Gaelic League in this matter." 

Beds at Newcastle Sanatoriumo 

A proposal was submitted from County luberculosis Committee for sanct

ion of four contract beds in Newoastle at 2B/- per week. 

On the motion 'f the Chairman, seconded by Mr Kehoe,the following 

resolution was adopted:-

"That we approve of the al'rangement entered into with Newcastle 

S natorium by the Tuberculosis Committee for four Contract beds in that

Institution. H 

Stacking Corn. 

The follow'ing resolution was submitted from the Limerick County 

Council:-

"That as the harve.t is fast approaching, it would be advisable 

that our County Instructors will pay particular attention to the question 
at 

of stacking the Wheat, Oats, and Barl~y, by/every available opportunity 

imparting information to the people, as to the best means of stacking 

Wheat, Oats, and Barley, so as to preserve them through the Winter against 

the attacks of rats and mice and the weather. 

It is an absulute certainty that there is sure to be a scarcity at 

the spring of 1918~ and possible it may prove serious, therefore, it is 

wise to be on the ~lert in tjme." 

Bread & Regulation Flour. 

The following resolution was submitted from Rural District Council . 

of Ballinrobe:-

"That we desire to call the Food Controller's attention to the 

grave public dissatisfaction with the bread produced from tre present 

Regulation Flouro That the use of its admi.tures should be discontin-

ued, there is nothing gained by continuing same, as the first war grade 

produced 25 per cent more bread than the present grade from a given 

weight of flour, and the present Regulation Flour having a tendancy to 

go bad both in storage and baking, in our opinion it is dangerous to -the 

health of the Communit,.. We therefore recommend re-adverting to the 

first war grade, thereby saving the health of the people (especially the 
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young and the feebl.) and waste of valuable graiB that could be used for 

other foodo" 

"No Order" 

Sunday Trains-Ros8l~!!. 

Under da.te 29th Jun~ 1917, the General Manager, Gt S. & w. Ra.il'9lray Coo, 

wrote thAt arrangements were being made to run a s~rvioe of Sunday trains 

as heretofore on and from 5th July, as an experiment. 

Roads & Quarries. 

On the motion of Mr Kehoe, seconded by Mr Maddook, the following 

reoommendations of Finance & Roads Committee were adopted:-

ftthat & small Committee be appointed to examine the present system 

of supervision of roads and working of quarrie8, and that they be 

.mpowered to incur whatever expense is necessar7 to visit the County 

Council quarries, investigate their working, and report in due course to 

a meeting of the County CounCil." 

The following Committ •• Wert appointed:- "The Chairman, Vice~ 

Ch~irman, Messrs J. J. Stafford, T. Asple, A. Kinsella, R. Scallan, 

. M. Clonet, Hearn, Cowman, and Thorpe, the first meeting of the Committe. 

to be held on Tuesday, 7th August, at 10. o'e., a.m.," 

II 
Dated this 19 ~ay of 

. 
~---------------------

~ 

ry~ 19l7. 

r 
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