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Mr. Hickey said the real question to be decided was, did the
two men earn the money and, if not were they going to make the
ratepayers pay men for not working. They were told they were to get
full derating of land but the rates were going up and up. To
propose to pay men for doing nothing was a curious form of derating.
This was a most scandalous and dishonest motion and the mover should
be ashamed of it.

Miss O'Ryan said as she knew the source of these remarks she
would treat them with the contempt they deserved.

Mr. Shannon proposed the following:— "That the question of
paying Messrs. Hayes and Radford for portion of the period during
which they were interned in 1922-23 be handed over ae z liability
to the new County Council.”

Mr, Hall seconded.

Mr. Cummins said that what the two men had done was as soldiers
of the Irish Republic and he believed the new Council would be
prepared to pay.

Col. Gibbon said he had received reports that both men were
excellent servants of the Co. Council but as they were not working
for the Council during the period under review the Government should
pay them.

A poll was taken on Mr,., Shannon's amendment with the following
result:-

Hall
FOR: Messrs. Brennan, Culleton, D'A:cy,{Hickey, Meyler, McCarthy,
O'Byrne, Smyth and the Chairman (10)
AGAINST: Messrs. Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Corish, Cummins, Gaul,
@ibbon, Hayes, Jordan, Keegan, O'Ryan and Quin. (12)

Mr. Walsh (1) did not vote and Messrs. Cooney and Shannon (2)

were not present when poll was taken.

A vote was then tasken on Miss O'Ryan's original motion and
which resulted as follows:-

FOR: Messrs. Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, Corish, Culleton,
Cummins, Gaul, Hayes, Keegan, O'Ryan. (11)
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AGAINST: Messrs. Brennan, D'Arcy, Gibbon, Hall, Hickey, Jordan,
Meyler, licCarthy, O'Byrne, Quin, Shannon, Smyth, Walsh and the
Chairman. (14)

The Chairman declared the motion lost.

COUNTY COUNCIL ELECTIONS
The following under date 4th September,1933, (Cir.No.32/33)
was read from Department of Local Government and Public Health:-
"I am directed by the Minister for Local Govermment and
Public Health to state that in exercise of the powers conferred

on him by section 2 of the Local Elections and Meetinge

(Postponement) Act,1931, he has, by order dated 30th August, 1933, .
appointed the 14th day of November,1933, for the holding of L

elections of members of local authorities. The order does not
apply to the Councils of County Boroughs. Copies of the order will

issue in due course.

"Every election which is held on the 14th November by vittue
|
of the order is bo be deeméd to be a triennial election of the ‘
local authority thereby elected. M

“The election will be held in accordance with the Local i
Elections Order,1928, and the amending Order of 1929. The persons
entitled to vote at the election will be those persons whose
names appear in the 1933/34 register of electors which came into ’

force in June, 1933, as local Govermment electors.

"The principal dates affecting county council elections are:- 1
Notice of Election Not later than 24th October, 1933 ﬁ
Receipt of Nomination o . " 3 pem. 31st October,

Papers. 1933.
Withdrawal of candidates " " 3 p.m. 3rd November, '
1933. |
Notice of Poll . " . 6th November,1933, .
"The dates affecting other elections are:-
Notice of Election Not later than 26th October,1933
Receipt of Nomination . . " 3 pem. 1st November,
Papers 1933.
Withdrawal of Candidates " " " 3 pem. 3rd November,
1933.
Notice of Poll o . " 7th November,1933,
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"With regard to the appointment of persons to assist in the
conduct of election, I have to point out that while it is
desirable that a person acting as Presiding Officer should have
acted satisfactorily, at a prevdous election, especially where
a county and urben election is being held at the same time, the
duties of a poll c¢lerk are within’ the competence of any person
of ordinary intelligence. The Minister accordingly requires that
no person in regular employment be appointed as Poll Clerk ao
long as a competent unemployed person is available and in the
appointment of Presiding Officers preference must be given to
unemployed persons.

"The existing scheme of Polling Districts and Places should
be compared with the register of electors, and any alterations
which may appear necessary should be submitted without delay."

Mr. Cooney moved:- "That no public Official be employed in
connection with the Co. Council elections."

There were, he said, plenty of unemployed persons competent
to fill the posts and their claims should be considered.

The Chairman said they should leave the matter in the hands
of the Secretary.

The Sec. said that so far as was feasible he would appoint
unemployed persons to the various positions, but he would have to
satiefy himself in every instance that those concerned were
caepeble of discharging the duties.

The matter dropped.

METHOD OF PAYING ROAD WORKERS

The Department of Local Govermment and Public Health wrote
under date 31lst of August,1933, (R/RM/%2) that the Minister

regretted it is not practicable to vary the ruling conveyed in the
Depertment's letter of the 10th July last relative to arrangement

for payment by Wexford County Council of their road-workers, viz.,

by sending Pay Orders to each individusl worker.

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES

e e e




A

Mr. O!'Byrne proposed:-"That we again ask the Minister for
Local Government and Public Health to re-consider his decision as
to allowing the present system of payment of road workers by
Wexford County Counci] to continue in operatimn as it has given
satisfaction to all concerned, and in connection with its working
the Council never lost one penny. The proposed system will cause
inconvenience to the workers, cost hundreds of pounds in
administration, and will be more open to abuse than the existing
gystem,"

Mr. Cooney seconded the motion.

Mr. Keegan said that under the present system the Road
Gangers lost two days every fortnight in paying the men. It would
be a saving to the Council to appoint a junior clerk, and for that
reason he proposed the confirmation of the recommendation of the
Finance Committee of 3rd August,1933, which is as follows:-

"That in view of the greatly increassed amount of clerical work,
necessary to provide for the issue of Pay Orders to individual
workers to recommend th the Council the appointment of a junior
clerk (male or femsle) age limite 18-30 years, salary £90 per
anmum rising to £150 by anmual increments of £5, qualifying
exeamination in connection with the appointment *irfe held in
Irish, English, Handwriting, Arithmetic and Typewriting.

Mr., Gsul seconded.

The Co. Surveyor said that the meeting could get individual
information from each of the Assistant Surveyors present, but so
far as he could make out Pay Orders were received by the Gangers
on the Friday, when they were cashed and the men paid. But if the
men were scattered it would not be possible for the ganger to
reach on them all on the Friday.

A poll was then taken on Mr. Keegan's motion with the
following result:-

FOR: Messrs. Cooney, Corish, Cummins, Geul, Hayes, Keegan and

Shannon. (7)
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AGAINST: Messrs. Armstrong, Brennan, Clince, Colfer, Culleton,
D!'Arcy, Gibbon, Hall, Hickey, Jordan, Meyler, McCarthy, O'Byrne,
O'Ryan, Quin, Smyth, Walsh and the Chairman (18)

The chairman declared the motion lost.

Mr. O'Byrne's resolution was then put and passed nem con

FERRYCARRIG ERIDGE

Sealed Order from the Minister for Local Government and
Public Health extending the time for closing Ferrycarrig Bridge
from 13th August,1933, to lst November,1933, (both dates inclusive)
was read.

The following report of Ferrycarrig Bridge Committee was
submitted:-

"A meeting of above Committee was held on §th September,1933,

"Present:— Mr. S8ean O'Byrne, Co. Secretary, Co. Surveyor,

Mr. A.D. Delap (Delap and Waller, Consulting Engineers),

Captain Harvey (Resident Engineer) and Mr. O'Rourke, Contractor.
"The work is proceeding in a most satisfactory manner - the

last stage — the roadway decking being well under way. It is

confidently expected the bridge will be open for light motors and

vehicular traffic by lst October next and in a further fortnight

it will be capable of taking buses and lorries also.

"The question of responsibility for the payment of
Ceptain Harvey's salary beyond the stipulated period of the contract
should be considered by the Council.

"0ol., Gibbon and Mr. Hickey, wrote apologising for their
absence from the meefing of the Committee."

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr. D'Arcy seconded by Mr. Brennan:- "That the report of
Ferrycarrig Bridge Committee in respect of meeting of 9th September
1933, be received and approved.

Passed.
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Ool. Gibbon said that the Committee had been informed
by Mr. Waller (of Messrs. Waller and Delap, consulting
Engineers) that as the Oontractor had met with the most
unfoggben difficulties in the length of some of the piles and
in sinking them Be would be entitled to have the time for the
completion of the contract extended to the lst October, and,
in view of that he (Col. Gibbon) considered the Council should
pay #9r the salary of the Olerk of Works (Captain Harvey)
until that date. At the first inspection the Committee found
that the Work was not properly organised, but since then no one
could find fault with the manner in which the contractor was
dealing with the work.

The following resolution was then adopted on the motion
of Mr. Shannon, seconded by Mr. Corish:- "That in connection
with the reconstruction work at Ferrycarrig Bridge, this
Council will be responsible for the payment of salary of
Captain Harvey, Clerk of works, up to the 1lst October,193%3."

ROAD GRANTS
The Becretary reported that since last meeting the

Department of Local Govermment and Public Health had paid
£3,897. on foot of Road Improvement Grant and £263 for
special grant.

The following letter under date 28th August,1933,
(R/RPU/32) was read from the Department of Local Government
and Public Health (Roads):-

"With reference to your letter of 2lst instant, I am
directed by the Acting Minister for Local Government and Publiec
Health to state it is not practicable to make a grant to
Wexford County Council for the surface dressing of roads
improved under the Relief Grants."

Mr. O'Byrne said it was a great pity that the Department
would not help in this matter as valuable work done last year

would be wasted and could be saved for a very small
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expenditure.

Mr. Colfer proposed and Mr. Gaul seconded the following
resolution which was passed without dissent;- "That as this
Oounty Council has already requested and, in view of the
extraordinary amount of unemployment in the County we expect
the Department of Local Government and Public Health to furnish

portion of the Grant under Relief Schemes as soon as possible.

LEAVE OF ABSENCE
Mr. Ringwood, M,R.C,V,.8

Under date 15th August,1933, the Department of
Agriculture wrote (L.2997-33) that they had no objection to
the temporary employment of Mr. D'Eathe V.8. as Inspector under
the County Council during the absence of Mr. Ringweed,V.S. from
the 7th to the 1llth August,1933.

A similar communication was received from the Department
of Local Govermment and Public Health under date 22nd August,
1933, (No. P.H. 90,832/1933 Loch Garman)(8d).

RECONSTRUCTION OF ROAD THROUGH CAMOLIN PARK

The following letter under date 4th September,1933,
(A. & R. 23991/33) was read from the Land Commission:-

"7ith reference to your letter of the 17th June last
forwarding copy of a resolution adopted by the Wexford County
Council in connection with a road at Camolin Park, I am desired
by the Land Commission to say they are not prepared to make
any further contribution towards the cost of the road than that
set out in their letter of the 11th April last.®

The Secretary stated that the Co. Surveyor estimated it
would cost £1,000 to reconstruct the road in question. The

Land Commission had offered to provide £500, half the cost, if
the Co. Council would furnish the other moiety. The Council
did not agree but offered to be responsible for the future

maintenance of the road if the Land Commission would find the

full amount for the reconstruction.
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Mr., Keegan said that on the Camolin road there were some

very big ratepayers and they would think it strange if the

Council turned them down without some explanation, There were

two miles of road concerned and he believed there was

considerable unemployment in the district. He could say without

fear of contradicfion that the road served a big lot of people |

and some of the very largest farmers in North Wexford. He thought

they should facilitate them.
Chairman - Where are we going to get the £500.
Mr., Keegan - I do not know.
Mr, Hall remarked that if the road were put in repair there
would be a lot of traffic on it.
Mr., O'Byrne proposed that they ask the Land Commission to
grant them the £500 to spend on the road this year, the Council
to deal with the balance later on, as they had no money available
this year.
Mr. D'Arcy seconded, and the proposition was passed.
CAMOLIN STREET AND LAND COMMISSION
Mr, Elgee, Oo. Solicitor,said that he had received from the

Land Commisgion two agreements in regard to Camolin and the

Foster Estate. It appeared that Camolin street and another small
pliece of land on this estate had been vested in the Land

Commission under the 1923 Rand Act and that they should be vested
in the Co. Council.

He asked that a resolution should be adopted

agreeing to the Council signing these agreements to have the
gtreet and the other small portion transferred to them.

Chairman - I do not think the Council should relieve them of
these.
Mr. D'Arcy - If there was anything to be got out of it they
would not ask us to take them over.

It was decided to make no order in the matter.
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WEXFORD ERIDGE

In reply to Mr. Culleton the Co. Surveyor said he had
inspected the approach from Wexford town side of the Wexford
Bridge and could not see anything wrong with it.

Mr. Culleton said that the tar chippings at the place were so
slippery that a person driving a horse had to keep to his wrong
side.

The Co. Surveyor said he would meet Mr. Culleton at the place
and go into the matter with him.

BALLYMORRIS CORNER

Miss O'Ryan called attention to dangerous corner at
Ballymorris and said that trimming would improve it.

The County Surveyor said that he would do something in the
way of cutting the hedges which was all that could be done at
present.,

INTM COMMISSION

Under date 15th August,1933, the Local Appointments
Oommission wrote(L.A.1/28/32) that the Commissionere had decided
that in the case of Statutory Requests received by them after
the H5th July,1933, to recommdnd for appointment one person and
one person only for each vacancy under a Local Authority reported
to the Commissioners.

Col. Quin - That is the best thing I have heard for ages.

Mr. DV'Arcy = It is the worst I have heard.

Chairman - There is no reason whatever given, I think, like
Mussolini, they are dictating to you.

Mr. Hall - I propose we call on the Govermment to abolish
the Appointments Commissioners altogether, because I do not see
that they are doing any good, and they are a terrible cost to the
rates of the County and other Counties as well, while they are

also a cost to the candidates applying for a position. Every
time they apply they have to pay £1 to enter, and if they are not
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successful they never hear anything more about it, and do not

know how they get on in their examination. When the
Commissioners send down one name you do not know whether you are
getting the best candidate or the worst. They send down the
qualifications all right, but you do not know if you are getting
the best, the second best or the third best.

Mr. Keegan seconded Mr. Hall's proposition and said he
could speak of twenty-six years' experience on public bodies,
and he defied anyone to say that corruption was carried out. He
never yet saw that they made a misteke when sppointing a man
and whatever might happen in any other part of the country,
surely no one could say that anyone sold the pass for a "bob"
or 2/= or 3/= or 10/= in Oounty Wexford, or any other county
he knew. When in opposition the present Government was against
the practice of the Commissioners, and he quite disagreed with
them now,

Mr. Cooney said he did not think that the Appointments
Commigsioners were a bad lot at all. For instance in the case
of a medical appointment, if a poor man's son had the
qualifications of Sir Arthur Chance and did not belong to the
majority on public boards, he would not have a chance of the
position. There was no use in saying that the best man had a
chance; it was the man with the biggest pull. The man elected
was not going to be the poor man's son, but the son of a man

with the pull. That was the reason why a working man's son

would never get a position.
Mr. Keegan said that Mr. Cooney's remarks might be all
very well in ways, but surely from time to time they had the

best of qualified men in Oo. Wexford and other counties sent
to other places, while jobs were filled at home by people they

did not know at all. He thought they should have the right to

decide, and although they were only lay men he hoped they were
sensible men and men of ordinary intelligence, and surely if they
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had the right to pay the piper they should have the right to call
the tune. It was very unfair - the people elected them to do
public business, and no matter what Govermment was in power it
meant absolutely disfranchising them - making little boys of them -
80 that they had no opinion of their own. He did not admit that
they were all duds, or that anything had happened in the county
during his long experience that anyone could point a finger at.

Col. Quin said he thought the finest thing ever dome by the
previous Government was the setting up of the Appointments
Commissioners, and he was very sorry to see the present
Government upsetting the system, and he congratulated them on
restoring it. It had stopped nepotism, and he had seen lots of
it.

Chairman = In this County?

Col. Quin - Oh everywhere.

Mr. Hall = I never saw any of it. I do not believe it
happened in County Wexford, and I do not agree with Mr. Cooney.
He saye a poor man's son has not any chance, but if he had the
experience of public boards that I have he would not say that.

Mr., Hayes said he had in his mind an occasion when the
Council did not give a position to the best qualified person
and he would name the person if necessary. There were A
applications for a rate collectorship, and Gol. Quin was @ man
who on former occasions supported the person with the highést
marks, but on that occasion he did not.

Mr. D'Arcy said he supposed "those gentlemen" in Dublin
were non-get-atables. They could not be touched at all. He
supposed they were superhuman, and all that sort of thing. He

certainly would not stand for such a system and he could not
understand the action of the present Govermment.

Proceeding, Mr. D'Arcy quoted from what purported to be a

speech made by the Minister for Local Government in which he was
reported to have stated:- "I believe you do not get the best type

of official by having them nominated by a select geCret Clique
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"in Dublin, because that is what is done."

The Chairman said he certainly held the system was an
imposgition on the County. In the first place it was an
imposition on the rates, costing the County anmually, surely
up to £1,000, and he did not see why they should spend that money
when the work could be done just as well by the County Council.
He was lenger in the County Oouncil than Col. Quin, and he never
saw the nepotism that Col. Quin referred to. They understood the
meaning of the word, and Col. Quin should remember that he was
only a newcomer to the Council. The poor ratepayers of Wexford
should not be asked to supply £500 or £600 a year at least in
respect of losses sustained by the delays of the Commissioners
and other things. He held that the County Council was just as
honest as the Rppointments Commissioners. He supported Mr. Hall's
proposition to have them abolished.

A poll on Mr. Hall's proposition to have them abolished
resulted as follows:-

FOR: Messrs. Brennan, Clince, Colfer, Cummins, D'Arcy, Gaul, Hall,
Hayes, Hickey, Keegan, Meyler, Shannon, Smyth and the Chairman(14)
AGAINST: Messrs. Armstrong, Cooney, Corish, Culleton, Gibbon,
Jordan, McCarthy, O'Byrne, O'Ryan, Quin and Walsh, (11)

The proposition was declared carried.

Mr, Cummins proposed that, in addition to being sent to the
Local Government Department a copy of the resolution be sent to
the T.D.'s for the county.

It was pointed out that one of the T.D.'s Mr., Corish was
present.

Mr. Cummins - Let him vote against the wishes of the people
" of the County.

Mr., Corish - I would not look upon the wishes of this

Council as the wishes of the people of the County.
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ING ANNUITANTS - LAND ACTS

Under date 31lst August,1933, letter and enclosure were read
from County Councile General Council stating that with respect to
deductions from Govermment Grants owing to arrears of Land
Anmuity payments the Govermment proposed to wipe out the £250,000
which Co. Councils were already at the loss of, as a bad debt.

Of the three years! anmities to be funded one year had been
repaid in full to the Co. Counciles and the £664,000 representing
the other two years would be funded for fifty years. According
to the Govermment this amount will be paid by the Department of
Finance in a lump sum within a reasonable time.

SOHOLARSHIP SCHEMES

The following report of Scholarships Committee was received
and spproved on the motion of Mr. O'Byrne seconded by Col.Gibbon:-

"A meeting of the Scholarship Committee to consider
Scholarship Schemes for Secondary and Vocational and also
University Scholarships for 1934/35 was held in County Council
Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, on 26th August,1933.

"Pregsent — Very Rev. J. Doran, President, St. Peter's Oollege,
Wexford, (presiding) also Rev. Brother Foran, Wexford,

Messrs, R. Corish,T.D., Sean O'Byrne, J.J. Kelly and Hugh O'Byrne.

"The Secretary was also in attendance.

"Secondary and Vocational Scholarshipe Scheme"

"Considerable discussion took place as to the small mumber
of pupils presented for the above Scholarships, and it was again
recognised it was very difficult for teachers with an overloaded
programme to provide special tuition for pupils who wish to
competﬁ.

"The poesibility of utilising results of the preliminary
Leaving Certificate to furnish a roll of pupils for County Council
Scholarship Exeminations was discussed at some length but, it was

recognised in present ciroumstancea. it would not be feasible to

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES




"secure such supervisgion as would meet the approval of the
Commissioners of National Education owing to the mumber of
centres which would be involved. Taking into account the present
position the Conmittee recommend that the best method of

securing increased competition would be by making the examination
standard, the average standard of the ordinary work done in

Sixth Standard in the elementary schools - viz., somewhat similar
to that for present School Leaving Certificate.

"The Committee are pleased to recognise that the number of
failures this year in History and Geography are not above the
average. They would be glad to consider, when available, the
report of the General Council of County Councils as to the
working of the existing Scheme in the various Counties in
An Saorstat and submit recommendations thereon to the Co. Council.

"It is the considered opinion of the Committee that
Scholarships under this Scheme should not apply to candidates
holding pupil teacherships or places in Preparatory Colleges.

'The,deaire to point out that by holding the examination for
these scholarships at Easter the pupils have only a portion of
the School year - little more than three fourths of the School
year - for the necessary preparation, and suggest that, as
obtained in previous years, the examination should be held in the
middle of July.

"As these Scholarships are competed for by candidates whose
parents have limited means the Committee suggest that candidates
who obtain not lees than 30% of the gross marks allotted to the
gix subjects in which they are examined should be refunded the
necessary expenses in attending the examination.

"The believe it would be advisable if copies of the Scheme
were furnished the Clergy in Rural Districts.

"University Scholarship Scheme"
"The University Scholarship Scheme was adopted with any

necessary changes as to dates.”
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Mr. Gaul moved and Mr. Shannon seconded the following
resolution which was adopted unanimously:- "That as recommended
by President of University College, Dublin, University Scholarships
be awarded the following:-

1. Rita McDonald, Kilmuckridge,Gorey. (1201 Marks)
2. George Whitmore, Bishopswater,Wexford. (1198 Marks)
3. James J. Donnelly,Hilltown,Ballymitty. (1151 Marks)
< 4. Thomas Walsh, Piercestown, Drinagh. (1128 Marks)

"That in the event of any of these students failing to avail
of scholarship it be awarded to the next candidate in order of
merit,"

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr. Brennan seconded by Mr. O'Byrne:- "That this Council approves
of the selection of the following Schools by students awarded
Scholarehips this year under 8econdary and Vocational Scheme:-

8t. Peter's College,Wexford:- Patrick Doyle and
Thomaes Butler.

Loreto Convent, Wexford:- Eileen O'Neill, Alice M. Devereux,
Catherine O'Regan.

Christian Brothers,Gorey:- Peter and James Doran (Bursaries).

COURTOWN HARBOUR _

The following report of Committee appointed by the Co.Council
to meet the Earl of Fitzwillliam as to the development of the trade
of Courtown Harbour was Tread:=—

"The Committee appointed by the County Council to meet
Lord Fitzwilliam met at Courtown on 17th August,at 4 o'eclock,p.m.,
The County Council representatives present were Colonel Quin,
Messrs. W.P. Keegan, James Hall, ReQorish, (Mayor), and W.F. Barry,
Qounty Surveyor. There were present also:- Mr. Dudley Butler in
the chair and Messrs. R. Garland, K. McNeill, T.M. Garvey,

M. Fitzpatrick, and the Harbour Master, D. Murphy, representing
the Harbour Commissioners. Captains H. Kearon, Arklow,and

William Kearon, Courtown, were also present.
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"Lord Fitzwilliam informed the meeting he was exporting
slates and slate dust via Arklow to the extent of 1,200 tons
anmally, and that owing to tariff and competition he was at a
loss. If Courtown Harbour could be improved giving a depth in
channel at High Water of at least eight feet he would export

via that port, and hoped to save 2/- per ton thereby. He had
in his employment at the slate quarries, Coolattin, thirty-nine
men, and was anxious to continue this employment.

"Col. Quin asked if Lord Fitzwilliam would contribute
towards the cost of a grab dredger, and Lord Fitzwilliam
replied that he would submit the request for favourable

congideration by his Company. 1In reply to a further question
Lord Fitzwilliam said he had come into the Harbour with his
yacht last year and this year, and that there was twice as much
water now.

"Some of those present stated that the Brick Works Company
had to refuse orders for the South of Ireland owing to traffic
cost, and that if a fair waterway was available at Courtown
they could undertaske such orders, and export through the local
Harbour. It was alsgso mentioned that coal would be imported and
gravel exported to an extent that would materially reduce the
cost of maintenance of the channel.

"After coneiderable discuesion it was decided to recommend
the County Council to purchase a crane and grab dredger to keep
the entrance channel clear. The jib of crane should be of

gufficient length to allow of working at a forty to fifty feet

tadius, the crane should run on rails on the South Pier and be
available for loading and unloading vessels.

"Oaptain Kearon, Arklow, informed the meeting that a suitable
gsecond hand outfit could be obtained for about £350, but,
generally, it was the opinion of the meeting that, if possible,
to obtain at a reasonable figure, a new outfit should be
purchased, and it would prove more economical in the long run.

Captain Kearon promised to supply the Co. Surveyor with
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"particulars. It was pointed out that in the worst
circumstances a grab would keep a good channel at all times for
any future development of the fishing industry."

Col. Gibbon suggested that the report of the Committee of
the Council to consider the efficacy of the sluice gates at
Courtown Harbour and the contract work of dredging the inner
basin should be read so that both reports could be considered
together.

The meeting approved and the following report of this
Committee was read;-

"The Cdmmittee appointed by the County Council met at
Courtown at 11 a.m. on 22nd August last. There were present:-
Col. Gibbon and Mr, J. Cummins, also the Co. Surveyor,
Assistant Surveyor Treanor and the Harbour Master, D. Murphy.
Mr. Keegan,M.C.C., was in Courtown at the time, and assisted in
the discussion,

"In regard to the dredging work the Committee reports as
follows:-

(1) A large number of the workmen employed by the

Contractor have stated that their Cards, both National
Health and Unemployment have not been stamped. The
Co. Burveyor was directed to notify him that he must
8atisfy the County Surveyor that all these Cards have
been stamped, or, as an alternative, he should
authorise the Co. SBurveyor to stamp Cards. Contractor
states all cards are now stamped.

The Committee noted that the date for completion of
the work, 30th June, 1933, has long passed by and the
Contractor has made no application to the Co.Council
for an extension of time., The Contractor notified the
Co. Burveyor on 1lst July,1933, asking for extension.
In connection with this delay it was pointed out that
the Contractor until dredging is completed has to
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"maintain the channel, and the delay has proved an
advantage rather than otherwise.
(3) There is a dump of sand on the bank of the basin at

a place which is required for use by the fishermen

and this must be cleared away without delay.

(4) 1In regard to the dredging itself, the work is
proceeding very erratically, and, moreover, too
slowly. Also in the lower part of the basin, which
apparently has been dredged, there are a number of
shallows between deeper soundings. The Contractor
should, at onc¢e dredge out these so as to leave the
required depth over the whole of the lower basin

i before proceeding with the dredging of the upper part.

(§) The Committee was disappointed that the work was not
I in progress during their visit, and it was reported
| to them that there was very little work done during

the past ten days or fortnight. The Contractor has
since informed the County Surveyor that the delay
previous to 22nd August was due to difficulty in
working hand winch in hot weather; that he went to
Arklow and arranged to purchase a 5 H.P. motor winch
but delivery of same is still delayed waiting for a
replacement of a damaged pinion from England. Since
25th August work has been again in progress with hand
labour. Great difficulty is met with owing to foul

moorings in the bottom mud.
The County Surveyor wes specifically directed to
' carefully consider cost of completing the work, and to be sure
to hold in hands sufficient of the contract money to carry out
the work still to be done. Under these circumstaneces, and
until the lower part of the basin "all over" is to its
specified depth no further Certificate should be given.

In regard to the gates the Committee noted that there was
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"leakage at the paddles, and this should be much reduced.

It was allowed that complete water-tightness could not be
obtained between the joints of these movable parte, and the
Assistant Surveyor was directed to obtain exact measurements
of the leakage. The floor of the gate chamber now appears to
be water-tight, and the County Surveyor explained the
difficulty in staunching this, and the method adopted of
cement grouting. There is still a balance of the contract
money retained to cover making good the sluice paddles.

"The Pier Heads — both North and South - have now been
made good and under-pinned."”

The following further report was read from Mr, T. Treanor,
Assistant Surveyor for the district:-

"I beg to report that on last Spring tides at High Water
Gates were closed and tide water trapped at 8.30 a.m., when
water level in Basin marked. At 3%.45 p.m., same day water
level checked'when it was found level in Basin had fallen two
1ncﬁee. There was no freshet to Basin as feed rivers in parts
completely dry.

"Spring tides show a rise of about 3'.6" and Neap tides
a rise of 2', O". "

"I made a very thorough inspection of Courtown Harbour
dredging with Harbour Master to-day. There was a very low
tide and conditions favourable for my inspection. I was able
to measure with a fair degree of accuracy the work remaining
to be done.

"Beginning at West side of Basin at a point in line with
North side of Island and measuring Northwarde I found for a
length of sixty yards a patch averaging five yards wide. At
the sixty yard mark and for a further length of forty-three
yards, or to a place in line with North side of Weighbridge
there is a patch averaging twenty yards wide. From this

mark for a length of sixteen yards there is a patch averaging
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"twenty-five yards. This latter area comprises about half

of the deposit near Footbridge and Road Bridge over Riverchapel
River, and, therefore, must be ddubled to include whole of this
deposit which is all practically over low water level, and will,
therefore, require to be dredged for a depth of 4' 6". The
firet two measurements are for sections that will require an
average depth of dredging of three feet. Therefore total
cubic yards in this area to be dredged calculated on
measurements as above,amount to 2360.

"The remaining section is from a line drawn through West
end of Island running past slip to a point ten yards out from
White Line marked on Wall, and the area S.W. of this line and
contained between it and overflow is about 1410 square yarde
which will require an average depth of dredging of about 2! 6"
or a total cubic yardsge of 1175.

"Therefore total cubic yards still to be dredged may be
taken as 3500 and this would include levelling off of high
spots where dredging already done.

"I am taking it that there must be a depth of 4' 6" in
basin over low water when Contract complete.

"I may point out that no dredging work was done to-day
or yesterday."

Mr. Keegan proposed and Mr, O'Byrne aeconde& the
following resolution which was adopted:- "That all reports
submitted to this meeting relative to Courtown Harbour be
received and considered."

Ool. Gibbon said that the report submitted by himself and
Mr. Cumming had nothing to say to the scheme discussed with
Lord Fitzwilliam. The Contractor for clearing the basin was
keeping the harbour clear so that every boat using Courtown
Harbour could get in and out. 8o long as the Contractor was

doing that he (Col. Gibbon) did not think it mattered when he
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finished the dredging. At one point the leakage at the gates
was more than it should be and this should be staunched. The
Committee also considered that the spillway should be increased
in height by another step if so raising it did not involve'
any injurious flooding in the river. Before this work could
be underteken the Co. Surveyor should make a further survey to
ascertain its feasibility. If it could be done it would
provide for a much greater scouring effect in the Channel.
As regards the proposals for improving the harbour he and
Mr. Cummins came to the conclusion that the minimum depth
that could be guaranteed even with a grab dredger would be
eight feet six inches. This was conéidered by the
Messrs. Kearon as an absolute minimum; they waﬁted up to
ten feet. The Council should in the first instance ascertain
the minimum requirements as to depth in the dredged channel
required by sﬁippers who proposed to utilise the harbour.
If they went to great expense and put in a grab which would
give only eight feet six inches when the *1ppera required
nine feet six inches or ten feet the expense would be
wasted. Mr. Cummins and he (Col. Gibbon) considered that
if they could guarantee a depth which would satisfy shippers
the Council would be justified in laying down a steam crane
to be worked on rails, but if they could maintain only the
depth necessary for fishing boats the steam crane would not
be justified and a hand grab worked at intervals would be
quite sufficient, The Contractor during a period of seven
months had only to remove material from the channel twice.
The Co. Surveyor said that the water at the concrete
dam on the Courtown Estate was controlled by the water of
the spillway. If the latter was raised the dam should also
be raised. The crane referred to by Captain Kearon cost
£1000 in Lancashire. He (Co.Burveyor) had interviewed in
Dublin a Representative of Messrs. Ruston and Hornsby who
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suggested the purchase of a drag-line dredger on caterpullar
wheele at a cost of £1457. This would be available for work at
other harbours and for loading and unloading vessels.

Col. Quin considered that with the improvement of the harbour
a good deal of trade would be available, but the Council should
move slowly and have all information as to depths and trade before
purchasing a dredger.

Mr. Keegan gave the names of several merchants who would
guarantee to utilise Courtown provided the harbour was improved.

Mr, Corish said that Lord Fitzwilliam was employing thirty-nine
men at his quarries and unlees Courtown Harbour was improved these
men would be out of employment and goodness knews they had enough
of unemployment at the moment.

They had the assurance of the Messrs. Kearon that the use of
a grab and crane dredger there would keep sufficient depth of water
for any traffic. He (Mr. Corish) did not think the Council would
be going out of its way to put down £1000 to develop Courtown, and’
if the money could be found it would be excellently spent on the
project.

Mr. Hall agreed with Mr., Corish. He believed the money
expended on the development of Courtown would be well spent. The
development of this harbour would be a benefit to the whole north
of the County.

Mr., Culleton asked if Gorey area would be prepared to foot the
bill, but the chairman pointed out that money spent on piers and
harbours had been always treated as a County-at-large charge.

After further discussion Mr. Corish proposed and Mr. Keegan
geconded the adoption of the reports of both Committees.

Col. Gibbon considered they should commuinicate with

Earl Fitzwilliam and the two Kearons inform them that the Council
would be able to maintain a depth of eight feet six inches, and

were prepared to put money into the development of the Harbour
provided this was a sufficient depth for the requirements and if not,
what was the minimum depths they would expect.
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The Co. Surveyor said that unfortunately there were no plans
of the harbour in existence and he would be afraid to guarantee
a particular depth at the start. In dredging out the channel
they would have to avoid undermining the piers.

Mr. Corish then added to his motion for the adoption of the
reports of the two Committees the following:- "That a steam
crane on railf with grab be provided for the development of
Courtown Harbour at a cost not exceeding £1000 the Co. Secretary
to ascertain if this amount can be borrowed from the Treasurer
of the Council and for what period and at what rate. "

Mr. Hall seconded.

Col. Gibbon proposed and Mr. Culleton seconded the following
amendment:~ "That further consideration of reports of Conmittees
re Courtown Harbour be adjourned and in the meantime that a
careful%ydetailed survey of the harbour be carried out by the
Co. and Assistant Surveyor and that requirements of iippera as

to depth of water be ascertained. Also that the Earl of Fitzwilliaw

be asked what subscription would he be prepared to make to the
Oouncil towards cost of grab etc."

Mr, Walsh said that Courtown was an open sea harbour and to
maintain a depth of eight feet six inches might be greatly in
excess of any money they would get out of the place by way of
dues or sale of gravel. Harbours much better developed were not
paying their way at present. They would have to calculate on the
removal of a large amount of siltage from the outer bar every
year and at uncertain times. Thie proposal was really to help
private enterprise and he thought if the Council desired to
spend £1000 they should do it for the benefit of the County and
not for private trade. The people benefiting should be prepared
to put down some money. If they were not satisfied that they
could mgke a proper harbour at Courtown they would be only
throwing money away and they would not be justified in doing so.
Some years ago he had tried to enter Courtown in a small boat

drawing about two feet and she grounded on the outer bar.
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Mr. Keegan said that the Council could arrange for the
Harbour Master and Night Watchman to work the grab for a very
small additional remuneration.

Mr. Smyth sald that he remembered Courtown Harbour all his
life. In former years vessels that traded there discharged into
boats. BSailing vessels had to keep well off. To-day, with motor
vessels, it would be different and they could get in some in bad
weather, If the harbour could be made a success it would be a
great advantage to the North of the county, but he was inclined to
the opinion of Mr. Walsh as to the danger of difficulties arising
from sandbanks outside the harbour entrance.

A poll was then ’Eaken on the amalgamated motion of Mr.Corish
with the following result:-

FOR: Messrs. Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Corish, Culleton, Cummins,
D'Arcy, Geul, Hall, Hayes, Jordan, Keegan, O'Byrne, O'Ryan,
Shannon and Smyth. (16)

AGAINST: Messrs. Brennan, Cooney, Gibhon and Walsh. (4)

Mesers. Hickey and the Ohairman (2) did not vote.

Messrs. McCarthy, Meyler and Quin (3) were not present when
poll was taken.

The Chairman declared the motion carried.

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr. Keegan seconded by Mr. O'Byrne:- "That as recommended by
Courtown Harbour Committee the Earl of Courtown be appointed a

member of said Committee.®

DANGEROUS ROAD CROSSING

BALLYOOMCLONE AND COURTOWN HARBOUR
The following under date 7th September,1933, (1849/33

Wexford) was read from the Chief Superintendent, Garda Siochana:-
"I respectfully wieh to bring to the notice of your Council

that a few accidents of a serious nature have occurred recently
at Ballycomclone and Courtown Harbour cross roads. The corners

approaching both cross roads are "blind" and I am of the opinion

that this is a contributing factor in accident cases.
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"I would, therefore, recommend that your Couneil be pleased
to consider the rectification of the corners in question, and to
have usual warning signals erected.

"I might add that in the past various accidents have
occurred at both points.®

The following report was submitted from Mr: Treanor,
Assistant Surveyor for the District:-

"Courtown Corner 44M:- Recently an accident occurred at this

corner, resulting in two motor cars being badly dsmaged. Some
years ago I approached the late Lord Courtown to allow County
Council to lower this corner and erect a concrete post and wire
fence. As Lord Courtown would not give consent County Council
did nothing except to cause a high hedge at place to be cut.

"Ballycomclone Cross Road:~ In this case an accident similar

to that above reported on also occurred, and it would be well to
have four corners lowered, and concrete post and wire fencing
erected."

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr, Hall seconded by Mr. Keegan:- "That the Co. Surveyor
communicate with the Earl of Courtown with a view to securing his
consent to lower the corner at Courtown and allow the Council to
erect a concrete post and wire fence."

In reference to Ballycomclone corner Mr. Treanor, Assistant
Surveyor for the district, said there were really four corners
at the place and it would cost £45 to ease them.

Mr., D'Arcy asked if it would be possible to deal with two
corners and leave the two others for later.

Mr. Treanor said it should be the four corners or none.

Mr. D'Arcy - The dangerous season at Courtown has passed.
He proposed that the matter be adjourned for the present.

This was seconded by Mr. Brennan and adopted.
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BUILDING WITHIN THIRTY FEET OF ROAD CENTRE

Under date 7th September,1933, Mr. Wm. Whelan, Bannpark,
Craanford, Gorey, wrote asking permission to erect a small house
on a site which is not the required distance from publie road.
The site had been inspected by the Assisfant Surveyor.

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr. D'Arcy seconded by Mr. Brennan:- "That no order be made on
application of Wm. Whelan, Bannpark, Oraanford, for permission
to erect a house within thirty feet of the road centre."

TRANSFER OF ROAD MONEY

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of

Mr. D'Arcy seconded by Mr. O'Byrne:- "That as requisitioned by
Mr. Birthistle, Assistant Surveyor, a sum of £150 be transferred
from Road No. 32 to Road No. 33."
REPAIR OF ROAD NO.52

Mr., Birthistle, Assistant Surveyor wrote under date
10th August,1933, that it would be necessary to allocate at
least £100 from the Contingencies Fund to Road 52, as the amount
of original proposal is now all spent. Very heavy work had to
be done on roads No. 32 and 52 as they provided alternative
route for traffic on account of Ferrycarrig Bridge being closed.

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr. D'Arcy seconded by Mr., O'Byrne:- "That a sum of £100 be
withdrawn from appropriate Contingency Fund for repair of
road No. H2."

UNITED FgggEné‘PROngTIOH ASSOCIATION

A long series of resolutions adopted at a convention of

the United Farmere Protection Association, and which were
adjourned from last meeting were read.
Mr, Cummine proposed the adoption of the resolutions.
Chairman - I rule this is politics from start to finisgh

and I rule it out.

Mr, Cumming - They are an intelligent body of men and what
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they propose is in keeping with my own ideas.

Chairman - Allow me, I am to rule and I rule this out as
politics.

Mr. Cummins - The whole thing is true.

GOREY OLD WORKHOUSE

In reply to a query as to the use of Gorey old Workhouse
to be used as a tobacco curing station it was pointed out that
the premises were vested in the State.

The Chairman proposed the following resolution which was
seconded by Mr. Hall and adopted:- "This Council will have no
objection to the use of old Gorey Workhouse by any person who
can obtain the permission of the Minister for Local Govermment

and Public Health for its use.

Y chasf Py Le
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