




l 
years to the more important Link RoadS. We consider that a 

modified system of improvement may be adopted, such as was 

sanct ioned for the Wexford-Killinick Road. In this case a 

light dressing of tarred stone was la.td, and rolled in with a 

subsequent surface dressing of coarse Chippings and bitumen. 

This work is satisfactory and economical, and will enable long 

lengths to be done each year. No doubt sections of road will 

not stand up to traffic with this light coating, but defects, 

as they appear, can be subsequently strengthened. For a very 

large percentage of the lengths this class of work Will be 

sufficient, and has the merit of giving a large mileage of fairly 

good roads, in the shortest time. 

In connection with the allocation of 40 % towards the 

Maintenance of ain Roads the Oomrni ttee draws attention to the 

inequitable system prevailing , and recommends that the local 

Government D3paxtment be asked to reconsider the matter. Under 

the present system , if the Oounty Council makes provision to 

expend say £1,000 on a Main Road, the :I:epartment will refund 

40 fa, 1. e., £400, leaving ££>00 to be raised by rates. On the 

other hand, if the County Council propose an Improvement job at 

a £1000, to be raised by loan, then no 40 % subsidy will be 

forthcoming. We consider that in such cases the subsidy (£400) 

should be given, and that the County Council should be asked to 

raise only £600 by loan, or rates as may be. The present 

system which puts a ban on the Council adopting extensive im­

provement orks, Should, we believe, be altered." 

Mr Hayes advocated the adoption of the report. There were 

othe r roads in the district notably the road from Kerlogue to 

urrintown and Sleedagh equally as bad which proved the fool­

ishness of cutting down the estimate of the County Surveyor. 

Col. Gibbon said that as the deterioration of the Kilmore 

Road had been caused by heavy motor traffiC, it would be very 

unjust that any necessary improvement to it should fallon the 
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farmers who were not responsible and who did not require 

roadS made up to motor standard. Such roads should be pro-

vided as all~wed by the fundS in the Motor Taxation a/c. 

If the County Council agrees to carry them out at a more 

rapid rate it would inflict a heavy and unjust burden on the 

ratepayers. The grants limited hitherto to trunk roads 

should no be made available for link roads and main roads 

used by motor traffic in view of the fact that the trunk 

roads are no in a very fair condition. 

Mr Roche said that the Kilmore Wexford Road as in its 

present condition partly OWing to beet haulage and the road 

was now as rough for a pony and trap as it was for a motor 

car. The cost of repair would be a very minor matter compared 

to the amount spent on other jobs Which were not half as 

beneficial for far.mers. 

The County Surveyor in reply to Mr Roche said that the 

Committee did not advocate that an excessive amount be spent 

on this road . They advocated for main and link roads similar 

improvement ork as had been done fromKerldgUe~ to A hfleld 

where, by speading sheets of stone and tar, a fairly good road 

had been obtained, at an outlay of £500 or £600 ~ a mile J 

Whereas with slab concrete the cost would run to about 

£3,000 per mile. The Committee recommended that motor tax 

grants should be now available for ordinary main and link 

roads . 

Mr O' Byrne proposed and Mr McCarthy seconded the fol­

lowing resolution:-

"That the report of Wexford-Kilmore Road Conmittee be 

adopted and that the special attention of the Local Govern­

ment I:epartment (Roads) be called to the recommendat ions 

of the Committee that Improvement Grants for roads should in 

the future be spent principally on ordinary main and link 

roads and also that in case a County Council is sufficiently 

. enterprising to borro money to carry out necessary orks of 
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road bnprovement the 40 % maintenance grant should be avail­

able for the repayment of the loan." 

Mr McCarthy seconded the resolution which was adopted 

unanimousl y . 

Dismissal of Foreman Enniscort~y- Bunclody Road: Mr 

cCarthy said that Ml. 0' Hanlon, the Contractor's foreman, 

had been with him and appeared to have a terrible grievance. 

He stated he had carried out every instruction he had re­

ceived and was satisfied that the work hich he supervised 

should be inspected by any Engineer in Ireland. 

The County Surveyor said that on Saturday 19th September, 

the road which should have been wet was quite dry. The 
. h.,.' ...... 8;~ 

attention of the contractor. was called to the matter but up 

" to late on SUnda¥ evening it was still dry. 

Mr McCarthy said that o 'Hanlon' s explanation was that 

the men had arranged to look to the road atter last MaSS on 

Sunday but they did not turn up until 3 o'clock in the after­

noon and O'Hanlon considered he should not be held respons­

ible. 

Mr Ennis, Assistant Surveyor, sa1d that he was not 

satisfied with the quality of the work which had been carried 

out. The road had been left dry from 1 0' clock on Saturday 

19th september to 5 o'clock on SUnday afternoon. O'HaDlon 

had not carried out the directions of the Clerk of orks. 

Mr Mccarthy - O'Hanlon told me that the Clerk of Works 

had never called his attention to anwthing and any time he 

was asked about the work he said it was all right. 

Mr Ennis said he could scarcely believe that. 

Mr Hayes considered that the observations of the Clerk 

of WorkS in the matter should be invited. 

Mr urphy proposed and Col. Quin seconded the follow­

ing resolution:- "That the Council proceed to the next 

business. It 

Col. Gibbon proposed and Mr Culleton seconded the 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



/d 
following: - "That a Committee be appointed to examine the 

work on Enniscorthy-Bunclody Road, and the circumstances in 

connection with the dismissal of Contractor's foreman and re­

port to next meeting of the Council." 

Mr Ennis did not think it fair to him to appoint a Com-

mi ttee. He was in charge of the work and, if he recOIllIIended 

the Council to take a certain course of action they should 

agree. He professed to know something about the laying down 

of concrete roads and considered that in any action he took 

he should have the support of the Council. 

A poll as then taken on the resolution of Mr Murphy ith 

the following resUlt:-

E.2I,: - Messrs Armstrong, Brennan, Cl inca, Colfer, Hayes, 

eyler, Murphy, o 'Ryan, Quin am Roche - 10. 

~inst:- Messrs CUlleton, Cummins, D'Arcy, Gaul, 

Gibbon,. Hall, McCarthy, O'Byrne, Smyth and the Chairman - 10. 

Y.essrs Corish and Shannon (2) did not vote. 

Messrs Cooney and Walsh (2) were not in attendance when 

poll was taken. 

The Chairman gave his casting vote against the motion 

which was declared lost. 

Mr Roche proposed and Col. Quin seconded the follOWing 

resolution: - "lrhat no action be taken by the County Council 

as regards dismissal of Contractor's foreman for work on Ennis­

corthy-Bunclody Road." 

A poll was taken on this proposal with the following 

result: -

~: - Messrs Brennan, Clince, Colfer, Hayes, 1fJ.9yler, 

Murphy, O'Ryan, QUin and Roche - 9. 

Against:- Messrs Armstrong, Culleton, Cummins, D'Arcy, 

Gaul, Gibbon, Hall, McCarthy, 0' Byrne, Smyth and the Chairman - 11 . 

Messrs CoriSh and Shannon (2) did not vote. 

Messrs Cooney and Walsh (2) were not in attendance hen 

poll was taken. 
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The Chairman declaxed the mot ion lost. 

The resol ut ion of Col. Gibbon to appo int a Coromi ttee 

was then put and passed ~ £Q!1. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr Hall seconded by Mr Armstrong:-

"Tnat the Committee to consider the work etc on Ennis­

cor thy - Bunclody road be composed of the County Councillors 

for Gorey Electoral Area With Mr Thos. McCarthy." 

"That the County Surveyor arrange f or day of meet ing and 

summon thereto:- The Contractor, his late foreman' ( Mr O'Han-

lon) and the Clerk of Works. 

"That County Surveyor and Mr Ennis be instructed to be 

present. II 

Courtown Harbour: In reply to Mr O'Byrne the County Sur-

veyor said he expected to have the sluice gates hung this esk. 

In reply tm Mr D' Arcy the County Surveyor said the work 

at the Pierhead was being carried out on a piece rate basiS 

by Mr Lee. 

Tne follo ing resolution was then adopted on the motion 

of Mr D' Arcy seconded by Col. Quin: - "That the report of 

County SUrVeyor presented to this meet ing be, and is hereby 

approved. II 

THE LATE !vIR JOHN J. BYRNE 
-----------------

The following resolution as adopted on the motion of 

Mr OIByrne seconded by Mr Hall:- "That e offer the relatives 

of the late r John J. Byrne, Camol in, our heartfelt sympathy 

in his demise. In 1921 when it was dangerous to act as Co. 

Councillor Mr Byrne came forward and joined the Council. He 

rendered great service to the County during troubled times, 

and we desire to place a .,eeord of his public spirited action 

on our minutes." 

The Chairman asSOCiated himself with the vote. He and 

deceased had been school fellows and Since Mr Byrne had gone 

to reside in DUblin they met very constantly. 
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Mr CUmmins and other members also referred to Mr Byrne's 

demise and the secretary on behalf of himself and staff expressed 

sorrow with Mr Byrne's relatives in their bereavement. 

THE LATE MR C. B. WALIEON 

Col. Gibbon proposed a vote of condolence With Mr and iss 

aldron in the death of Mr C.B. Waldron, Chief Executive Officer, 

exford Urban Vocational Education Committee. Col. Gibbon sald 

that for many years Mr Waldron had acted as Engineering Instructa' 

to Co. Wexford Committee of Agriculture and TechniCal Instruction 

and had proved himself a most valued servant of that COmmittee.A 

large number of young men had greatly benefited by the teadhing 

of Mr Waldron whose demise was deeply lamented. 

Miss 0 'Ryan secondedth.e vote which was spoken to by the 

Chairman, Mr O'Byrne, the County secretary, County So11citor, 

and others. 

Both motions were adopted in silence. 

UNEMPLOYED MEN IN GOREY AREA 

Considerat1on of report of Committee as to employment of men 

in Gorey area was postponed to next meeting to enable Mr Keegan. 

(who was unable to be present at meeting owing to his son t S ill­

ness) to attend. 

ROAD AT FDRLONGSTO N 

Miss O'Ryan referred to the Road Taghmon to Wexford about 

11- miles from Furlongstown. This was a main road and had been 

subject to three long periodS of trunk: road. traffic as an altern-

ative route. This extra traff1c had been caused by motor1sts 

and it as unfair to the local people tba t the cost should fallon 

them. 

The County surveyor said that the pot holes in this road 

had been repaired with chips and tar but as as the general ex­

perience this caused second pot holes. 

Mr Hall said the reason for the second pot holes was becaure 
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the first ones were raised too high. 

The County SUrveyor said that the amount in main road 

Cont ingency Fund was £580. They were down to about £40 d n 

this road and had only a similar sum for the repair of the 

Kilmore exford road. 

The Chairman proposed and Miss O'Ryan seconded the fol­

lowing resolution Which was adopted ~ ~:- "That a sum 

of £50 be withdrawn from Main road Contingency Fund for the 

repair of road from exford to Tagbmon, via Furlongstown and 

a similar sum from same Contingency Fund for repair of Wexiord­

Kilmore Road." 

ROAD GRANTS 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mt 

O'Byrne seconded by Mt Hall:-

"That as it would greatly convenience County Councils 

to have information as to amount available for road grants 

when Road Estimates are under consideration we request the Local 

Government J:epartment (Roads) to endeavour to induce the J:e­

partment of Finance to supply this inf ormat ion at the earl iest 

possible date." 

GOREY WEXFORD DIRECT ROAD 

In reply to Mr .Gorish the County Surveyor said that the 

greater portion of the money available for Gorey- exiord Road 

(Castlebridge Section) had been spent. 

Mt Corish asked if ther as any possibility of getting it 

into a decent condition. 

The County Surveyor said the road had be en much 1~roved 

by the tar patches but in between those there were stretches 

which ere bad. 

The Chairman said they coUld not have good roads and low 

rates and at the moment the farmer preferred the low rates. The 

ratepayers were prepared to do with the ex1sting roads _ if 
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the rates could be brought down. 

No order. 

FLOODING AT RATHPHAUDIN 

Mr Shamon called attentlon to thls matter and suggested 

that the place should be inspected by a couple of Councillors 

with Mr O'Neill, Assistant Surveyor. If pipes were supplied 

he believed the land owner would put them across the rOad. 

Mr Hall sald as the gullelwas too small to take away the 

ater the road was torn away at this point. A fe pounds 

spent now would save the road. 

It was decided that ~essrs Brennan and Shannon with Mr 

O'Neill, Assistant Surveyor, should inspect the place 'and 

report t$ next meeting of the Councl1. 

DANGEROUS CORNER AT FCRRESTALSTOWN 
------------------------

Mr Shannon called attentlon to the necesslty of easement 

of dangerous corner at ForrestaJ.stoWIl, Rathnure. A fatal 

accident was narro 1y averted there recently. 

The County Surveyor said there were a number of danger-

ous corners Which would have to be dealt wl tho But at present 

he would prefer to see the money spent on the maintenance of 

roads. 

It was decided that Mr O'Neill, ASSistant Surveyor, 

inspect and rap or t to next County Councl1 meet ing. 

GlJLLl!;T AT KILMANNON 

In connectlon wlth above Mr J.F. Birthlstle, ASSistant 

Surveyor, reported that he inspected gullet' on 18th September, 

1931, and found that the centre wall bad collapsed and there 

was little or no covering ~n the flags forming the top of gul­

let. The County surveyor's D3partment could not afford to 

reconstruct this gullet out of existing proposals. To do a 

good job would necessitate an expenaltture of about £25 to £30. 

Mr Hayes sald that every time a tractlon engine passed 
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over the road it broke down the gullet, and he was afraid 

that same time a serious accident wOUld occur. 

Mr Gaul. proposed and. Mr Hall seconded the following 

resolution which was adopted:- "That a sum of. £20 be with-

drawn from appropriate Contingency Fund for repair of defective 

gullet at Kilmannon, Cleariestown. II 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF FINANCE COMMITTEE 
--------------------------------

Mr. T. Moore: The following extract from Minutes of Finance 

Committee in respect of meeting held on 24th September, 1931, 

was spbmi tted: -

"Under date 17th September, 1931, Mr T. Moore, County 

Surveyor's Department, wrote from AnChor Hotel, Ne castle, 

Co. Wicklow, applying for a further month's. sick leave. 

Dr Hanan, Newcastle Sanatorium, certified under date 

16th September, 1931, that Mr Moore had done very well indeed 

during the previous' month and while almost fit to resume duty 

he (Dr Hanan) strongly recommended that Mr Moore should remain 

in the Sanatorium for a further four weeks as from 27th sep-

tember. There was every hope of complete cure in this case. 

Mr O'Byrne proposed and Mr Shannon seconded the follo ing 

resolution which was adopted:- "That we recommend the County 

Council to grant Mr T. Moore, (County Surveyor's I:epartment) 

a further month's sick leave as from 27th septenber, 1931." 

Mr Q'Byrne proposed and Mr Mu~y seconded the follow-

ing which was adopted:- "That the recoIllm9ndation of the 

Finance Committee at meeting of 24th September, 1931, granting 

a further month's Sick leave to the 27th October, 1931, to 

Mr T. Moore (ASSistant Co. Suryeyor' s Department) be and is 

Secondary School Scholarship Scheme: The following resolution 

from Finance Committee meeting held on 24th september, 1931, 

was confirmed on the motion of Col. Quin seconded by Miss 

() tRyan:- "That the County Council be recommended to approve 
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of renewal of Secondan School Scholarships to Johanna Cooney 

and Katie Ibyle and of bursary to Patrick Sheehan, Gorey. As 

James Donnelly has taken up residence at Rockwell college under 

pupil Teachership Scheme he cannot be awarded renewal. of County 

Council secondary Scholarship." 

University Scholarship Scheme: The following recommendation 

from Finance ~mmi ttee meeting of 24th September, 1931, was con­

firmed on the motion of Mr O'Byrne seconded by Col. Quin:-

"That in view of satisfactory reports from Academic Council, 

University College, DUblin, the County Council be recommended to 

grant renewals of University Scholarships to 

1. John Dunphy, 21 Convent Hill, New Ross. 

2. John J. Hunt, Sea:field, Duncormack. 

3. Catherine Kickham, Abbey House, Enniscorthy. 

4. Arthur J. Nix, 7, South Street, New Ross. 

5. Ml. J.O'Keeffe, 61, Fay the, Wexford. 

Letters ere read from :Mary Kelly, Barbara Lowe and Ml. 

Tobin that they were about taking up their studies at National 

University on 12th October, 1931. 

A telegram was received from the Convent, Castlecomer, 

on behalf of a:gt,O'Hanlon, as 'follows:- "Failing holding over 

Scholarship will be accepted no ." 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr 

O'Byrne seconded by Col. Quin: - "The Council considers that 

University Scholarship of Miss MaJgt .o'Hanlon should be taken 

advantage of this coming year, as we see no reason for holding 

it over." 

LOAN FOR COURTOWN HARBOUR WORK 

The following notice oft motion Which had been circulated 
-' 

to members of the Council on 26th August, 1931, was moved by 

Mr O'Byrne seconded by Mr Gaul, and adopted without dissent:­

"That application be made to the National Bank Ltd., The 

Treasurer of the Council, for a loan of £750 to cover the cost 

of completing essential and necessary work at CourtownHarbour." 
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COVERING FOR FLOOR OF XFORD COURTHOUSE 

----------------------------
The follOWing notice of motion by Col. Quin (and which 

according to standing Order 29 wa~acked by the names of four 

other Councillors) was moved by him and seconded by Mr Corish:-

"That the resolution of the County Council at meeting 

of lOth August, 1931, refusing to provide a covering for the 

floor of Wexford County Courthouse be rescinded and that said 

covering be provided at the expense of the Council." 

Letter of L. G. D. under date 2bth August, 1931,(S) was 

read. In this it was pOinted out it was necessary for the 

due transaction of the business of the Court that the floor of 

the Courthouse should be covered with linoleum or some form of 

matting so as to lessen the noise in the Court and the Minister 

for LOcal Government and Public Heal th trusted that the repres­

entat ions made to the Council in the letter of 6th August would 

be favourably reconsidered. 

Letter of Local Government ~partment under date 6th August, 

1931 (G5964/l93l Loch Garman Pg) was also read. 

A poll on the mot ion was taken with the following resUl t:­

E2!:- Messrs Armstrong, Colfer, Corish, Cummins, Gaul, 

McCarthy, o 'Byrne , Quin, Shannon and Walsh - 10. 

Against: - Messrs Brennan, Cooney, Culleton, D' Arcy , 

Gibbon, Hall, Hayes, Meyler, Murphy, o 'Ryan, Smyth and the Chair­

man - 12. 
a:g.g Mr Clince 

Mr Roche/(~)were not present when poll was taken. 

The Chairman declared the mot ion lost. 

DUNCANNON HARBOUR 

Under date 24th September, 1931, the secretary and General 

Manager to aterford Harbour Commissioners rote stating that in 

reply to the resolution of the County Council he as asked to 

point out that the Commissioners did not charge harbour dues at 

Duncannon to fishermen. The Council might not be aYiare that 

there was ample water for the fishermen at the outside pier ~ 

harbour, but, of course, there is not and never had been at tre 
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inner harbour which the fishermen use. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of y~ 

Corish seconded by Mr Hall: - "That the Minister for Fisheries 

be asked if, in view of the fact that Wexford County Council 

have to maintain ])mcannon pier, while the dues thereat axe 

taken by Waterford Harbour Commissioners, what steps should be 

taken by the County Council to compel the Harbour Commissioners 

to have the harbour (inner and outer port ions) properly dredged. 

"That the County Surveyor be directed to carry out the 

necessary work of point ing at Duncannon harbour for the conven­

ience of the fishermen." 

TF.!E TAKING OF GRAVEL FROM ROSSLARE FORESHORE. 

The follOWing under date 24th september, 1931, (M.S.1447) 

was read from the ::Department of Industry and Commerce (Transport 

and Mar ire Branch) -

"I am directed by the Minister for Industry and Commerce 

to state that it has been reported to the Iepaxtment that John 

Barry, Woodto n, Rosslare, has recently removed gravel from 

the foreshore at Rosslare in contravention of the Prohibitory 

Order. On the 11 th instant Barry was observed drawing the 

gravel from the seashore to the Golf Links where about three 

tons of the material. had been heaped - apparently taken from 

the shore. It would appear that the gravel is required for . 
road repairing in the locality. 

"The !epartment will be glad to be int ormed as to any 

action taken by the County Council in regard to the matter." 

The following resolut ion was adopted on the motion of the 

Chairman seconded by Mr Sb.annon:- "That the Department of 

Industry and Conmerce (Transport and Marina Branch) be 1nf or~d 

that the County Council gave no instructions to any Road Con­

tractor to take material from Rosslare foreshore Since the 

issue of the Prohibitory Order. II 
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NEN ROSS BRlroil,; /9 
Under date 26th September, 1931, the following was read 

from the Secretary, Kilkenny County Council:-

"With reference to your communication of the 14th ult., 

relative to formation of Committee for inppection of Ne Ross 

Bridge, I desire to state that the County Council, on the report 

of the County Surveyor, decided at quarterly meeting on the 

21st instant there was no necessity for the inspection proposed. 

The County Surveyor is satisfied only minor repairs are required, 

and arrangemants for the carrying out of same ill be completed 

wi th your County Surveyor in due course." 

Mr Walsh proposed and Mr Cooney seconded the follo ing:­

"That before any structural alterations be carried out at 

New Ross Bridge the services of an Engineer familiar ith this 

class of work be obtained to examine and report on the condition 

of the structure." 

After some discussion this motion w as ithdraJrn and it was 

agreed that the County Surveyor prepare detailed report on the 

condition of the bridge and that it be inspected by the members 

of Wexford County Council appointed on Joint Committee, the Co . 

Surveyor to arrange far date and hour of inspection. 

OLD AGE PENSION ACTS - SUB-COMMITTEE NO. 1 
-------------------------------

Under date 24th September, 1931, Miss Margaret Stafford, 

Baldw1nstown castle, Bridgetown, wrote that at the meeting of t r.e 
No.1 Sub-Committee held on 23rd September, 1931, she had been 

appOinted Clerk to fill the vacancy caused by the de~th of her 

father. 

MOUNTAINMUCK LANE 
--------------

A Memorial as read from a large nunber of ratepayers 

asking the Council to put in repair Mountainmuck Lane, about one 

mile in length, and leading from Lambstown Road No. 610 to Bal-

linclay road. If this were done it would enable them to miss 

the hill of Ballinclay and ould give them a level road to draw 
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beet to Killurin Railway St.ation and also for drawing heavy 

loads from Wexford Town. 

Mt Birthistle, Assistant Surveyor, reported that this 

lane joined t he two public roads 610 (C) and 622 (C). It 

was about three-quarters of a mile in length and was used 

largely by the farmers in and around Ballinclay. For the 

greater part of its length it is 11 to 12 feet wide between 

the fences. The cost of drainage and surfacing where ne-

cessary would amount to in all £BO. 

iss O'Ryan said the people concerned ould be illing 

to do a certain amount of work. 

It was decided to refer the application to the November 

meeting of the County Council for consideration ith Road 

Estimates. 
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THE PL lOOT OF AGRI CUL TORE. 

The following report was sUbmitted:-

"In connection with the resolution of the Wexford County 

Council on 14th september, 1931, to appoint a deputation to 

wait on the President of the Executlve Councl1 to submit re­

commendatlons in rellef of the present plight of agrlculture, 

the members of the deputation met on 19th September, 1931, in 

County Council Chamber, Wexford, to draft these recommendations 

for submlsslon to the meetlng of the County Councl1 on 2tlth 

September, 1931. 

Mr M. Doyle (Chairman Co. Council) presided and there were 

also present:- Messrs R. Cor ish , T.F. D'ArCy, and T. McCarthy. 

(Mr Roche would have been present but hls motor car broke down ) 

'!he secretary to the County Council was also ln attendance. 

'!he deputation deslre to point out that the posltion of 

agriculture, within livlng memory, has never been so bad. While, 

unfortunately, it grows worse dally. For everythlng the farmer 

has to sell he is receiving a poor price whiCh is steadily drop­

plng. His overhead charges are considerably hlgher than pre­

war hile hls household and other expenditure has gone down by 

very small measure. only. 

The purChasing power of his blggest customer is greatly 

reduced and wl11 further decrease ln the near future. 

The mere mention of a Tariff for Great Britaln 111 send 

into that country collosal cargoes of dumped food supplles from 

abroad while the Russian Five-Year Plan is responsible for 

rushing the price of corn down the Slippery Slope. 

Disaster succeeds disaster for the tillage farmer. The 
~ 

only crop for WhiCh an increase of price is antiCipated is po-

tatoes but this Wil~ean very little :~Wing to poor yield and 

the unceetaln condition of the crop. 

We are bewildered. The world is bursting with maIey tho' 
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it would seem the richer the couhtry the more extended the 

bread line. 

If the farmer, especially the tillage farmer, be driven 

out of business the country perishes. 

He is looking for help and guidance and unless something 

is done for him very soon he 1s bound to drop out - or fall into 

suCh despair as will sap his energy and efficiency. 

The County exford farnsr has been badly hit in every 

. phase of his activities and so far not oX):} bright spot can be 

seen on his hor izon. 

We would urge on the Goverment:-

(1) The necessity for the imposition of tariffs on all 

Agricul tural produce gl)own in sufficient quant1 ty by our own 

people. 

(2) A tax on luxuries on an Afalorem basiS. 

,(3) The complete de-ra.t1ng of agricultural land. 

(4) The appo1ntment of a Comm1ssion to deal with food 

prices. The farmer fails to understand hy portion of the .. 
extraordinary drop in/prices has not been passed on to the 

consumer. The difference bet en What the farmer receives 

and what the consumer pays runs into hundreds lit per cent 

for many articles. According to the Sunda¥ Times baker's 

bread 1s 4d per 2 lb loa! in many parts of Ireland, While it 

is retailed in London for 2t<J,! When a farmer sells a load 

of vegetables he usually does not receive half of What con­

suroors have to pay. 

No one would object to a reasonable return for retail-

ers but there is evidence of profiteering 1n several d1rections. 

(5) Someth1ng should be done to straighten out the trans-

port muddle. The decision of the Great Southern Railways to 

close do n a number of branCh lines w1ll react, most unfavour­

ably, on agr1cul ture, injuring, if not actually w1ping out, 

prominent fairs and markets. 

Then as regardS freight charges Which are almost prohib­

itive the motto of the Railways appears to be to put on traffic 
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every penny that can be squeezed out of it - never to take the 

long view either industrially or nationally. 

Something should be done by Government to see that Rail­

ways are run in the real interests of the Country. 

Recently some freights, respecting agriculture, have been 

reduced but essentials axe not touched and the charges for these 

continue entirely unwarranted. 

Some popular and easy method of investigation and amend­

ment of freight charges and for their proper publication should 

be devised. Lists should be available in rural post off ices. 

The poor farmer looks now for help and assistance. He can 

do very little tmmediately for himself and immediate relief is 

imperative. 

A few days ago the New Minister for Agriculture in Hungary 

arranged for measures to assist the small farmers, hose si tuatioo 

has become serious owing to the catastrophic harvest. The price 

of wheat for sowing will be reduced, and farmers owning less 

than twenty acres ill be provided by the Government with seed 

and given a year's credit. 
. 

The Government will also extend its poor relief during 

the coming winter. In addi tion to these measures the city 

authorities are preparing to raise the number of free meals to 

60,000 a day. 

It Will thus be seen that other Governments axe directly 

assisting their people. 

The members of the deputation deSire to put before the 

President aDd the V~nisters for Finance and ima Agriculture 

the recommendations made in this Report," 

Miss 0' Ryan said the question of the curtailment of 

National expenditure was considered B,t last COunty Council 

meeting, and it was the strongest point made - the curtail­

ment of expenditure. The pOints in the report were excellent, 

but they do not altogether ork for a definite solution, and 

unless national expen4i ture is cut down, how were they going 
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to save money? One of the things recommended by all sens1ble 

people 1s that expend1ture should be brought down to the sarr.e 

level. That is only g01ng to provide ' for the very poor, and 

there 1s no reason why some people should have all and others 

none. I w111 not, said Miss 0' Ryan, agree to the recomnend­

at ions go1ng through unless you add the pOints about the re­

duction 1n the expenditure. 

secretary - What is before you is the unanimous opinion of 

the conmittee. As to the question of the reduction in the 

national expenditure we could not get a unanimous vote at the 

Committee, §Ild it was decided to let the County Council deal w11h 

that pOint. 

Mr Cooney - I thought with all the wailing here at County 

Council neetings as to the condition of things that there would 

never be any necessity :bIX to tax luxuries. I thought people 

had not enough to eat and drink, not to talk about luxuries, 

and you are no bringing on the question of tax1ng them. fou 

are blOWing hot and cold. 

iss O'Ryan said the farmers were taking up the question 

of the bacon trade, and the farmers of the Co. extord were 

sending up a deputation this week i th representatives from the 

Wexford Co-operative eat Supply , in which almost every farmer 

in the county had shares, looking for a tariff on bacon. 

Mr Roche - The question of national expenditure should 

be the first item to claim attention and instead of putting it 

at the end, it should be the major point. It is a big question 

for the country at the present time. These things will come 

along atter ards, b~t we should see to this particular point as 

to the curtailment of national expenditure first. 

Chairman - Ho are .. e to go into the details of that 

question now. If the national expenditure is to be curtailed 

we would want a week to go into the details as to curtailment. 
( 

I think: myself you might leave over that for legislation and . 
stress the major portion in the recommendations. 
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Mr RoChe - The Minister may ask you as to ho the money 

for entire de-rating is to be supplied and to combat that our 

opinion here is it should come from a curtailment in the nations[ 

expenditure, which should give relief to the farmers as to rates. 

Miss O'Ryan - That ia a very vexed questiom and there is a 

party in this assembly, no have always held that the only ay of 

raising the money for de-rating is by the retention of the- land 

annuities. If you want it included in the report you must also 

take our solution as to the means of finding that money: other-. 
ise we talre objection to that part icula·r point. 

Mr Walsh - Wouldn't it be easy to ask the Government to 

reduce the national expenditure by ten per cent ? 

Chairman - If you started on a certain percentage it would 

be all r~ght, but you must have a cut in all national expenditure. 

Mr Corish - It reads all right, but hen it comes do n to 

the bottom dog, he Will have to pay his share. 

our that. 

I would not fav-

Mr Gaul - It strikes me that the whGle question hinges 

around a reduction of the labouring man's salary here and I obj3ct 

to the hole report no . 

Mr D' Arc:y - The labouring man baS no salary. 

iss O'Ryan - I would have 50 per cent reduction on a man's 

sal ary of £1,000 per year. There is no reason Why people should 

go around "lording itll on £1,000 per year, while other people 

axe hungry. I would have no reduction in wages. 

r Cooney - Take the Post Office officialS, who axe after 

getting a cut already, you don't want to give them another five 

per cent cut? They are living on a starvation wage at the pres­

ent time and nobody can say that the post office officials or tie 

other civil ervants are getting a decent salary. 

Mr D' ArCY - What is the cost of the 1 iving bonus now ? 

r Cooney - The cost of 1 iving will go up now because of 

higher prices. 

Mr Roche proposed that they recommend all salaries over 

£750 per annun to be reduced by 20 per cent, that salaries from 
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£500 to £750 be reduced by 10 per cent, and salar1es from 

£500 down to £150 be reduced by 5 per cent. 

Mt D'Arcy seconded. 

Col. Gibbon - Has the Comm1 ttee any information as to 

what the whole sav1ng will be on the cuts ? How much is it 

g01ng to relieve taxation or w1ll it relieve it a.t all? I 

don't think the reduction of salaries by 5 or 10 per cent is 

going to g1ve a huge amount of money. If you get the Govern­

ment I:epartments to amalgamate offices you might have a- saving 

and-

Mr Corish - More unemployed on the street. 

Col. Gibbon - The Government axe asking you to increase 

production, but how can you do that without capital. The banks 

have raised the bank rate to a very high figure and 1f there is 

going to be heavy taxation where has the farmer the opportunity 

to find money for increased production which means capital ? 

You have got somehow, or other, to find out Where cuts are to 

be made. At the last meeting of the County Council it was 

suggested that the Government should be pressed to set up an 

economy -committee to act urgently and see how Ireland will 

best benefit out of the world economic position that has arisen 

and as to what steps could be taken to cut down taxat ion and 

increase production in Ireland. I certainly hold still that 

the Government ought to set up a very _ strong committee to reduce 

ruthlessly , where savings could be effected, and reduce taxation 

in the Free state. 

Miss O'RYan - There is an economy committee that is rep­

resentative of every party and makes recommendations from time 

to time and pOints out what they regard as high expenditure. 

_ Col. Quin - In all these economic proposals the committees 

want to cut down everybody's pa¥, but their own. What about 

giv1ng up our travelling expenses for coming here, to the Gov­

ernment, in order to help the farmers? That will sho e 
) 

are really honest. 
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Mr Cooney - I wonder d1d Col. Quin give up his travelling 

expenses to the Government when he was in the Br it ish Army? 

r D' ArCY - Why did the Government cut Col. Quin 10 per 

cent 1n his pay ? 

Col. Quin - Because they were able to, and we could not 

fight it. 

Mr D' Arcy - That is what we axe on here today. 

Chairman - In connection With Col. Quin's proposal, for 

all that some of us get we might very easy hand it over. This 

travelling allowance is not coming from the Government - It is 

coming out of the local rate. 

Mr Murphy - There is nothing to stop Col. Quin in not 

taking his own expenses. 

The Chairman asked the members to give their attention 

7 

to Col. Gibbon's suggestion as to the setting up of an economic 

committee by the Government. 

Mr Coriell - I am inclined to agree with the vie put f or­

waxd by Col. Gibbon, or a certain port ion of it. He stated 

there ought to be a committee set up to watCh the world situation 

at the moment, and see hOlf this country could benefit by it. I 

think that is the best thing to do. If the British Government 

go to the country on tariffs, it will benefit this country, for 

if tariffs are imposed in England, it would do as muCh good, if 

not more good, as tariffs in Ireland. I think, however, it is 

a great mistake to be tinkering over the question by the cutting 

of Salaries, for what they would gain by it ould only be inf in-

itesimBl. e should approach it from the point of view suggest-

ed by Col. Gibbon, and I think it is a great pity, Without mean­

ing any offence to Mr Roche, that a fantastic resolution shoUld be 

introduced in a report of this kind. We should look for some­

thing more than interl6.ering i th people's salaries. Supposing 

the Government did agree to cutting salaries, are they not en­

titled to presume we are satisfied then, apart altogether from 

any pOSSibility that the country mIght not be anything better off ? 
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I don't like raising the question of land annuities, con­

tinued Mr Corish, but I believe the time has arrived when 

negotiations could be carried out with a view of getting 

more easement. After all, war debts have been investiga.ted 

allover the world between different countries, and surely 

this debt is one the Irish people have a right to see to. AS 

far as I am concerned, if this committee (County Council'S) 

is going to Dlblin to ask for a cut in salaries, I absolutely 

refuse to go . 

. Mr Roche - In reply to Mr Corish, I might say it was 

ment toned here that there has been a coromi ttee set up by the 

Government, as suggested, and nothing seems to have come from 

it, and now we are told OUX only hope is that times may be bet­

ter in future,arising out of some financial position in EnglaDd. 

That idea seems to be held in this country for a long time, and 

you are told every year you will be better off next year. Some­

thing else may arise now , and for that reason, I think it is 

gone beyond the time for setting up a Committee. people are 

so badly Circumstanced that trnzmdiate action and nothing else 

is of any use. A cut in the Salaries and expenditure would 

give them a quarter of a million towards de-rating, the amount 

necessary to secure the entire de-rating of agricultural land. 

Mt Corish - Does Mt RoChe seruously suggest that £250,000 

. is going to solve the problem in this country. If we are gOing 

to the Government i th such a recommendation as the adjustment 

of salaries to give us £250,000" in relief, they are entitled 

to assume that it is going to settle the country's difficulties. 

Mr Roche - They are not. 

Mr Corl1sh - I say they are. 

Mr Roche Said this was only one of the things, and it ould 

amount to something. :a.'Ven if it as only a quarter of a millicn 

if applied to the reduction of r~s,it would be of some benefit. 

Mr Dt Arcy said that at the meeting of the Committee he 

stressed the pOints of national expenditure, and of Salaries 
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being on a ax ba$is. Everyone was aware that the farmers 

could pay 20s . easier in the war period than 5s . today . He 

did not see ho any sound reasoning person could say there was 

no need for a reduction of salaries . 

. Mr Cummins expressed the opinion that the deputation to 

the president would come back as the deputation which waited 

upon the Minister for Agriculture at Enniscorthy did - with 

nothing . He regarded the country today as a lot better off 

than that day fortnight hen they discussed the position. They 

should take advantage of that. He gave them the remedy for 

the state of affairs through hich they had been passing; he 

would gi va it again, although they migb. t have laughed at it 

before , people would come out before twelve months at whom they 

ould not laugh . Before the Government came into power and 

in the days of the Irish Parliarrentary party Ireland' s claim to 
million 

the repayment of tne three or four/poundS paid to Britain in 

over- taxation was voiced. Today there was not a , word about 

it . Mt Cor ish had suggested that the question of the payment 

of the land annuities should be gone into . Why did not Mr 

Corish as a member of the Dail raise it? He (Mr CUnmins) 

believed that the Free state was being robbed of this money. 

Why should the Free state be sending their land annuities out 

of t he country when Northern Ireland were i thholding them? 

There was no legal or moral obligat iot n the Free state to send 

that money out of the country . 

COl . Gibbon said that what they wanted as urgent action 

at the moment. To cut down salaries as proposed by Mr Roche 

ould take time and would have to be rigidly inquired into. There 

were also certain agreem~in force Which would have to be 

considered . The proposal ould have to ~e considered by the 

Dail and it could not be dealt with by a stroke of the pen. 

He did not think that the saving suggested in Mr Roche ' s pro­

posal would sufficiently help the farmers and the nation at 

the mon:ent . 
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He regarded it as a drop in the ocean. His proposition 

as that a national emergency committee be set up represent~ive 

of all paxt ies in the D:Lil, not to sit down and take publ ic 

evidence like commissions, but that they be given very drastic 

powers of recommendation Which would be laid before the Dail 

by the Government suggesting curtailments in national expend-

i ture With a view to reducing taxation and in order to provide 

a greater amount of money and to increase production. Increased 

production, which was asked for, was certainly the vi tal 

thing at the moment if the country were to take advantage of 

the rise in prices, which was bound to cone from the present 

situation. Further to the reduction of national expenditure 

and to provide for increased production the committee should 

be asked to indicate the steps to be taken so that the country 

could benefit from the international crisis. 

Mr Corish said that When COl. Gibbon first spo~ he made 

the suggestion that a committee be set up to watch develop­

ments in the present f inancial situation so that advantage 

could be taken of them. Col. Gibbon was now going further 

by talking of setting up a committee wgich whould insist upon 

drastic economies. He CMr Corish) was totally opposed to 

that. He knew the kind of committee that ould be set up . . 
Economies by way of reductions of salaries would mean that 

it would eventually strike at the wage earners, and the sav­

ing that would be made would not be of any material advantage 

so far as relief was concerne d. There was a splend.id future 

for this country if only the Government took advantage of 

the situation that was prevailing. Whilst the £200,000 

mentioned as likely to be saved by a reduction in salaries 

would be welcomed, it would be only as a drop in the ocean, 

and the position of the cotmtry would be as bad as it no 

was at the end of twelve months. While he as prepar4d to 

admit that the farmers, particularly the tillage farmers, 

were in a bad way, would the council, be in favour of in-
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cluding in the recommendations that a tariff be placed on 

agricultural machinery. 

Mr CUmmins - Why not ? 

Mr Cor ish said a tariff was due to the urban areas of 

exford. If the farmers of Ireland purchased Irish made 

j/ 

agricultural. machinery there would be £300,000 more morey 

Circulated in Co. Wexford, a great deal of Which would go to 

Wexford town, Where the famers could be provided with a 

good outlet for their produce. 

Mr D' AXcy said the question of a tariff on agriCultural 

machinery was a very "touchy" ore and went on to allude to the 

effect a tariff would have on the price of binders sold in 

Ireland. 

Mr Corish, intervening, said that Mt D'Arcy was talking 

nonsense, as he did not mean asking for a tariff on articles 

whiCh were not made in the country. 

Col. QUin commented .that the proposal that they should 

watch the situation was a very nice proposition, but a vague 

one. He did not see what good could come from it. 

Mr Corish said they had heard a great deal about Im­

perial preference and the unity of the Empire, What should 

be done, in his opinion, was that president Cosgrave who had 

been advoca,ting the support of Irish manufactured goods, should 

go further and try to get into touch with the British Govern­

ment and see that Danish produce was kept out and Irish produce 

given the preference. 

Col. Gibbon said he ould certainly be in favour of a 

prohibition on butter imported into the country, and they could 

keep it out by producing butter themselves all the year rounq. 

Miss O'Ryan said that they were producing bacon all the 

year round, yet they had bacon coming into the country. 

Col. Gibbon further stated in regard to the different 

suggestions that ere made a commission should be set up, rep­

resentative of all the parties in the Dail, so that hen their 
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findings came before the ~il there ould be a prospect of 

t:p.eir acceptance, and not made a party question, hich as not 

,good enough in the present situation. 

Mr RoChe said that statistics showed that over-production 

was the cause of the existing situation. 

Mr Hall said if they adopted Col. Gibbon's proposition 

it would mean increased expenditure. They had too many com-

mittees set up, and there was no results from them. Even 

when the cost of these committees were as1red for the information 

was not given. The adoption of Col. Gibbon's proposition 

would mean creating more officers and officials. Mr Cummins 

made the remark that the country had improved during the past 

two weekS, but he (Mr Hall) did not kno ho it had improved. 

Mr Cummins - Your £ is worth 20s. 

Chairman - Not everywhere. 

r Cummins - It's worth it here. 

Mr Hall - I find that every article the farmer has to 

pay for has gone up 10 per cent since this day fortnight, but 

the price of anythigg he produces and sells hasn't increased 

one penny. e are promised there will be an increase, but 

we are being made promises for a goOd many years, and so far 

they have not materialized. We are promised that Ireland ill 

benefi t from a tariff in England. e should depend on <bur-

selves, and we should be capable enough to do that. 

The Chairman suggested in order to shorten the discussion 

that if the draft recommendations were adopted by the council 

the pOints raised in rega.rd to 'the curtailment of national ex­

pendi ture could be raised when the deputation went to the 

Government. They could also, if they Wished, embody that in 

the draft recoIlm9 ndat ions . The steps taken in England were 

equiva.t.9llt to putting on a tariff so far as the European . 
countttes were concerned. 

Mr J. Murphy - Our chief competitors are the Danes, and 

they are not affected by the fall in the £ as they are off the 

gold standard. 
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On the suggestion of Mr Cooney, Mr Roche agreed to 

amend his proposition that the curtailment of 5 per cent in 

salaries should apply to £200 and upwards, instead of £150 

and upwards. 

Mr Murphy - Isn I tit a fact that e are pay ing very 

big pensions to ex-judges and others? Must we continue 

that ? 

Mr Corish - e should pass a resolution calling our­

selves Dail Eireann and have done with it . 

Miss O'Ryan said she thought that the recommendations 

of the Committee woUl d include the curtailra:3nt of all payment s 

including those !hich cane under the financial agreanent. 

Mr Roche - I am sat isf ied to have Mr bbJrphy' s suggest ion 

embodied. 

Col. Quin - Pensions have been cut down in England. Why 

should they object to them being cut down here ? 

In view of the suggest ions made Mr Rocl:e then al tered 

his resolut1on to read as follows: - "We recomnend that all 

salaries and pensions over £750 per annUli be reduced by 20 
down 

per cent; from £500 to £750 by 10 per cent and from £500/to 

£200 by 5 per cent and that this proposal be embod1ed w1th the 

draft recomnendat10ns made by the County Council Committee. 

Mr D'MCY seconded. 

A poll was then taken on the motion with the following 

resm t:-

For.;- Messrs Brennan, Cooney, Culleton, D'Arcy, Gibbon, 

Hall, Meyler, Murphy, O'Ryan, Quin, Roche, Smyth, alsh and 

the Chairman - 14. 

AS~1~st:- essrs Annstrong, Clince, Colfer, Corish, 

GaUl, McCarthy, 0' Byrne and Shannon - 8. 

N~ssrs Cumm1ns and Hayes (2) d1d not vote. 

The Chairman declared the mot10n carried. 

}{~ Hall proposed and Col. Quin seconded the adoption 

of the draft recommendations of the comni ttee. 
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A poll was then taken on the motion the follo ing 

being the result:-

EQt : ~ Messrs Brennan, Cooney , CUlleton, D' Arcy , 

Gibbon, Hall, eyler , Murphy , O' Ry-an, QUin, Roche , Smyth 

and the Chairman - 13 . 

Against:- Messrs Armstrong, Colfer , Corish, Gaul, 

O' Byrne, Shannon - 6. 

Declined voting:­

and Walsh (4) 

"essrs Cummins , Hayes, 11[cCarthy 

r Cl ince (1) as not present hen poll as taken. 

Mr Corish said he was in favour of the recommendations 

but in consequence of the adoption of Mr Roche~s proposal 

for a cut in salaries and pensions he voted against t hem . 

The Chairman declared the mot ion carried. 

Atter some further discussion Mr Corish asked that 

his reSignation from the Comm1ttee be accepted. 

On the mot i on of Mr D' Arcy se conded by Mr Murphy 

the name of Mr Cooney was added to the deputation Comrni ttee 

v1ce Mr Corish . 

MOUNTGARRETT BRIDGE ----_. --------
The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr- o 'Byrne, seconded by Mr. Hall:- "That the seal of the 

Wexford County Council be at t ached to the agreement between 

Patrick Forrestal, Rosemount, New Ross, Caretaker Mountgarrett 

Bridge, and also to the agreement between Thomas Doyle and John 

Doyle, Kylemore, County Kilkenny, Assistant Caretakers Mountgarrett 

Bridge.' 

--------------~~ ~ 
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