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EXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL 

MEETING 14TH SEPTEMBER 1931 

MIN U TE S. 

COUNTY HALL, 

WEXFORD. 

-----------

---------------

/ 

N.J. FRIZELLE, 

SECRETARY. 
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A meet 1ng of Wex! ord County Council was held in County 

Counc1l Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, on 14th September ,1931. 

Present:- Mr M. Doyle, Cha1rman, (pres1ding); Messrs 

James Armstrong, John Brennan, James Clince, Thomas Coorey, 

Richard Corish, John Culleton, John Cunmins, Timothy F .D'Arcy, 

James Gaul, Col. C.M. Gibbon, James Hall, Patrick Hayes, 

Michael Jordan, William P. Keegan, Thanas McCarthy, John 

Murphy, Sean O'Byrne, Miss Nellie O'Ryan, Col.R.P. Wemyss Quin, 

M.M. Roche, James Shannon, Myles Smyth and James E •. Walsh. 

The Secretary, County Surveyor and County Solicitor 

were also in attendance. 

The Minutes of last meet ing were cont irmed. 

VOTES OF CONOOLENCE 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr Hall seconded by Col. Gibbon:- "That we offer our deep 

sympathy to Mr Thos. A. Frizelle,Assistant Secretary, to this 

Council on the death of son Jerome James." , 
The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Col. Gibbon seconded by Mr Roche:-

"That we offer our synpathy to the relatives of Mr 

illiam Stafford, late Clerk to No. 1 Old Age Pension SUb­

Commi t tee an old and val ~d otf iclal and whose demise is 

much regretted by all who knew him." 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF COMMITI'EES. 

Finance: / 
• 

The Minutes of F1nance Commlttee 1n respect of meetlng 

held on 13th August, 1931, were subm1tted as follOWS: 
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The fortnigh tly etlng of the Finance Committee w 

held in Oounty Council an ber, County Hall, 

13th August,1931. 
xford, on 

Present:- es rs James Hall, James hannon and Se n 

o 'Byrne. 

The Secret ry, Assistant Secret ry, County Surveyor, 

County Solicitor and R te I~~nector ere also in ttendance. 

The Chair w s taken by r. Hall on the motion of r. 

o 'Byrne, seoond d by Yr. Shannon. 

The Minutes of 1 st meeting ere confirmed • 

.P AYJ4El'!'! S 

Tre urer's Advice Not e for £2938: 17: 7d w s examined 

nd signed. 
PROPOSED SALE OF ORTVIEW 
----------... ----------.-

' r. Elgee, SOlicitor, reported that at the auction 

of bove premises on the 12th instant the renerve of £1000 

was not reacl':.ed, the highest bid havin been £.870. Since 

the a~ction he had received a furth6r bid of £900 from Yr. 

Andrew Nolan, l~orth Uc.in Street, . exfor • 

r. Kehoe, Auctioneer, he in ttend~ncc considered 

it would b ~1ffioult to get any higher offer as the value 

of house property had depreciated considerably Since the 

property waS pu~ohased by the Counoil. AnyoLe going into the 

pl oe ould have to spend £200 or £300 on it. 

Mr. 0' rne said the reserv price as re son bly 10 and 

he oonsidered they should not reo mmend the acceptance of any­

thing lO1'Jer. 

The other member concurred in this view nd aocordingly 

no action Was taken. 

RAT COLLECTION 
...... -- ..-.....-._ ...... _-

The State of the R t.e Co'lectio~ t~ date as submitted 

. . as folloW8:-
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N of C 11 Of. 

1. J" ~tl 

2. P. 

3.. thy 

4. J. (NO.1 D1 tr lot) 

;. S. GQlllaon 

6. P. 

7· • 
8. J. 
, , 
9. J.J.otR l11y 

10 . Tho. Ro 

11. J. 

12. T. Bo1 r ( . 1'4) 

13. . c \4l.IUI"'~ 
14. A. 

15- T. Bol r ( 0.12) 

16. P. Ot1'3-r" --

17. E.J. _ -J_Y 

18. J. 

19- J.J. tt 

2) 

ad) 

• 

01 d t t r m r 

P roent ot 
r t co11 at d. 

1 

19·7 
19.2' 

18.9 
18. 

14·9 
13.8' , .. 

13·7 
13.3 

13·2 

13.2 

11.8 

: 11·3 

11.2 

11.2 
11.0 

10.2 

10.0 

9·7 
9·3 

9·3 
1.8 

d to C01-

1 ctor th tty t haY 10 d by 31st August, 1931, t 

1& t 25 r nt of th 1r warrant • 

A QtESTION a 

t1ng coropl for WhlOh 

had. Il! t en Vi n 

• for for th In 

adjour wish d to look tor ot r r -

ceipt whIch hi COllSlder d 1mporl&nt. 

• 
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The Oommittee considered the various items of Rates for 

the collec~ion of which r. P. Nolan, present Oollector, was 

responsible. These amounted to £4: 13: lId and Ur. Bent 

admitted that he paid £4: 11: 6d only. 

Yr. Nolan, Collector, who Was in attendance, said that 

Mr. Bent had promised to pay the 2/5d difference. 

Yr. Bent denied this but Ur. O'Kennedy, Rate Inspector, 

was positive in his statement that he had heard Mr . Bent makirg 

such promise. 

The Committee came to the conclusion that Mr. Nolan issued 

official receipts to • Bent for all moniee received from him 

and had carried out his duties in the matter in a proper manner. 

Under date 11th August,193l , the Department of Local 

Government wrote (G.62052/l931 Loch Garman pa) stating th t the 

Minister had sanctioned the temporary appointment of Collector 

S.Gannon (No.lO) as Rate Collector for No.6 District for the 

current financial year. 

Under date 7th August,193l, the Department of Local Gover~nt 

wrote(G.6ll84/l93l Loch Garman Fa) that the Minister agreed to 

the proposal to make, in the present financial year, a contribution 

of £3 towards the cost of the Fidelity Guarantee Bonds of whose 

Collectors who are paid a poundag~ of 5d and whose remuneration 

for poundage does not exseed £150 per annum. 

INOOME TAX ASSESSMENT -----------........... _--
The follOWing under date 30th July,193l, (P.O.45 - PJ'M/MG) 

was read from the Inspector of Taxes :-

" ith reference to letters dated 1st September last and 

7th April last I have now had an opportunity of dealing with the 

case and I agree that the e is no liability to Sohedu1e D tax for 

the years up to and ino1uding 1927/28. I have, accordingly, 

cancelled the estimated assessment for the year 1924/25-

'Would you kindly arrange to forward me copies of the 

Accounts for such subsequent periods as they are available. tu 
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SCHOLARSHIP SCHEMES ----...... ------... -_ ...... 
Secondary. The following under date 21st July,193l, was read 

from the Department of Education (Secondary Branch):-

"I have to inform you that the Department is prepared to 

sanction the renewal, for the School Year 1931/32, of the 

Scholarships awarded by your Council to the undermentioned 

pupi1s:-

Kary C. Daly: 
Daniel F. Butler: 
James :M. Druhan: 
Richard R. O'Donnell: 
Kary E. Doyle: 
Kathleen F. Donnelly 
Margaret M. O'Neill 
M ry A. Ronan 

Loreto Abbey, Gorey. 
St. Peter's College, Wexford. 

H • • 

" " " Loreto Convent, exford. 
" . 
H " 

" " 
The Department's deciSion in the caSe of the under­

mentioned pupils will be conveyed to you in due course:-

James Donnelly: 
Johanna Cooney: 
Ka.tie Doyle: 
Patrick Sheehan: 

St. Peter's College, exford. 
Loreto Convent, exford. 

• II 

Christian Schools, Gorey. 1ft 

In reply to query addressed them by the Secretary, the 

Department wrote, under date 31st Ju1y,193l, that they would be 

unable to give a decision in the cases of the four outstanding 

Scholarship holders until the results of the Intermediate 

Certificat'e Examinations 1931, were available. 

University:-

The following, under date 11th August,1931, was read from 

the Secretary, University College, Dublin:-

"The following are the results of the Summer Examinations 

of stu'dents holding Scholarships from your Council in this 

Oollege in Session 1930-31:-

Michael O'Keeffe (1st Year) 

John Dunphy 

PatrickG.Hickey ) 
Arthur J. Nix ) 
John J. Hunt ' ) 

(1st Ye ) 

(3rd Year) 
(2nd Year) 
(2nd Year) 

Passed the First University 
Examination in Arts. 

Passed the First University 
Examination in Commerce with 
Second Class Honours in 
Commerce. 

Satisfied the Examiners' at 
the Second Year College 
Examinations. 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



Catherine Kickham 

Liam O'Leary 

Joseph Cullen 

(2nd Year) passed the First University 
EXamination in Arts. 

(3rd Year) Did not reach the required 
pass standard in the 
subsidiary subject for the 
B. A. Degree. 

(3rd Year) Passed the subsidiary subject 
for the B.Sc.Degree. Further 
report after the Degree EXaminat­
ion in the Autumn.'" 

TOURIST TRAFFIC (DEVELOPMENT) ACT 1931 
... -_ ... _----... -..-....... ---.. --... -_ ... _-------.... -----

The Committee considered the various provisions of the above 

Act and expressed their agreement with the manner under which 

rate for development of tourist traffic and tourist resorts was to 

be administered. 

INDUSTRIAL SCHOOL CASES 
--- ---....-----......---

Applications were read in connection with the proposed 

committal of the following children to Industrial Schools:­

Brenda Murphy, Stoneyford, Tagoat, James Doyle, Margaret 

Doyle and John Doyle, Old Boley, Taghmon. 

The applications had been referred to r. Elgee, County 

Solicitor. 

In conneotion with application of Mr. Laoey, Inspeotor 

Sooiety for the Prevention of Cruelty to Children, already 

oonsidered by the Finanoe Commi~tee, the following under date 

8th August,1931, was read from • Elgee,Solioltor:-

"The pplication herein came before the Distriot Justlce 

in Dubl1n yesterday when he made an Order oommitting George 

Merriman to Rathdown Industrla1 Sohool, and he held, that the 

Wexford county Council were not liable to contribute towards his 

malntenanoe. 

'I enclose oopy of a lett r from my Representatlve who 

attended to the matter., from whlch you will see, that he asks for 

a Fee of £2: 2: Od, and I aSsume I am at liberty to pay this,as 
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if I had gone to Dublin myself on the Oase I would have been 

entitled to charge re sonable travell! expenses. If 

The folloWing resolution s adopted on the motion of 

r. O'Byrne, seoonded by r. Sh nnon:- 'Tn t We reoo mend the 

payment of £2: 2: Od to Hr. Oarter S. Dr per who represented 

r. gee, O::>olloltor, B't the hearing of the applioation on 

7th August,1931, t the Dublin Distriot Oourt to oommit George 

erriman to an lndu trial Sohool" 

FURTHER LEAVE OF ABSENCE - • T. MOORE 

The following from Anohor Hotel, ewo stle, County 

\ ioklo, and under date 8th Au st,l931, was read from Mr. 

Tim oore of the Oounty Surveyor's Cleric 1 Staff:-

~ As my leave of bsenoe from duty expires on the 27th inst., 

I intervie ed the dootor here and he has reCQ . ended me for a 

further month's treatment. He st tes my progress h s been very 

good. I Shall be very glad if you will bring my pplication for 

the neoessary Ie ve before next meeting of the Finanoe Oommittee 

and oblige." 

A oertifioate under date 5th August,l931, was re d from 

Dr. G. F. Cullen, Assistant R •• 0., Ne oa tIe Sanatorium, that 

Hr. oore Would benefit by at least another month's treatment. 

lIr. O'Byrne propo ed;and r. Shannon seoonded. the following 

resolution whioh was dopted:-

. "That e reoommend the Oouncil to grant r. T1m Moor of 

County Surveyor's Dap rtment,a further montb's sick leave s 

from 27th Augustll93l ft • 

DRAINAGE ACT 1924 
__....---. .. JIIII • AiWus _____ _ 

The General Counoil of Oounty Council asked for inform tion 

as to ho the provisions of the D in ge Aot 1924 had orked out 

in County exford and whether any amendments could be suggested. 

It Was deoided,on the motion of r.. Shannon, seconded by 

r. o ' Byrne, to forward the follo ing st tement to the General 

Council of County Counoils:-
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The Drainage Uainten nee Act 1924 h s not worked satisf ctori1y 

in this County. 

The only Sch e taken over 1 Kilmannook and the rate­

payers concerned have held 11 along that the work there, h1le 

f 1r1y effectiv, as entirely too .00 tly. 

Another Scheme:- The Sow, a im roved by the Commie ioners 

of Public Vorks but the Oounoil, over two year go, declined to 

take it over ince the I' tepayer respon ible held th t the work 

was carr1~d out at exorbitant 00 t and had been bso1ute1y 

ineffective - in f ot they contend that instead of obviating the 

flooding the new work has had the contrary effeot. 

The amendment hioh Oounoil ~ suggest is that modifioation 

be .made in the tatutory provisions oompelling a Council to take 

over a Scheme whioh fails to satisfy the 100 1 r t p yer and 

obliging them to be t oontinu 1 ar with disgruntled people. 

Before 0 rrying out ny SOheme the n ture nd description of 

the ork should be submitted to the Council oonoerned and their 

approval obtained. 

At present they have no "say" in this matter. ere even very 

slight improv ents are effected by the Office of Public Works the 

latter 0 n pa s the Sch e Over to the County Council who has no 

redress. 

LEAVE OF ABSENCE MR. F. S. RINGWOOD, V.S. 

Under date 11th Aug~et,193l, the Department of Agriculture 

wrote(L.334Q-3l)that th 'Minister had no Objectio~o the temporary 

employment of r. R. J. a_e,v.s., as substitute for Kr.Ringwood,V.S., 

Enn1scorthy, durin the bsenoe of the latter on ten days' leave as 

fro 11th August,l931. 

PLOT OF GROUND AT OOURTO N HARBOUR 

The following, under date 11th August,l93l, w s read from 

Mr. John Lyons, Courtown Harbour:-
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It be to 

to puroh wh t 

e p 11e t10n t your 

e ently pe t b 

1s ion 

t p eo of 

round ltu ted 1 edia 1yat th r r of y ur Oou c l ' W i 

Offic Oour 0 H bour. I r ir ite fo butl 

111 • oul thi t kind con ider t-

lon of y r Cou oil r r . to y y re 0 bl price either 

for tb 1 ttl or roha. ita ref rred to . J 

It.. deoided ref r tb1 0 unio tlon t th 00 nty 

urveyor for r ort tter i intervi· with r . Lyon on 14th 

u t , 1931. 

The follow1 r 01 t10n at of 

r . 0 ' yrne, 

" t n d 286:;'" be 

rede t £100. 

b t ne 1 of theexiord Oou y noil b affixed to Form 

ot R que t tc tl nal Oity 

by P t f arr nt for 

open tion stoc 

L d., Dublin for tran 

• 

old t r lu vi . , o plu Inter t in 

J . Xtln t too-Oontr at 

broker, e for • 

t exford ounty Oounoil b ff1xed to letter . 

of Attorn y tr n f rrlng 

2823 , 28637/39 , 28652 t 

Victor. h rleOol , 18 

C ens tion ock 0.281991 01, 

r . 

to 

00 

you 

01 

e nd tier n 

olle e r en. Dubl n.w 

OT 1909 

t 1 :L ng, n r d te 12th r d r 

B. owne , n:-

I b g to notify our Council t t I v let y 11 her 

tr 111 ( on) tor 1% 8 

enol. Y ext. t , 1931. I w uld hay not! ted 

11 b d I own it • n 0 ary to do • I woul 11 e t 
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know if it is neoes~ary at present to hav this hall lioensed 

for danoing purp08 • 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of the 

Ohairman, seoonded by r. Shannon:-

, "That in view of the provisicns of Seotion 7(2) of the 

Oinematograph Aot 1909 the Finanoe Oomm1ttee oannot accept as · 

in order the application of Mr. B. Do nes received in County 

Oouncil Offioes ~n 13th Augu t,l93l, to exhibit piotures for 

,six ,days as from 17th ... ugu:::t,1931, the s id section providing 

that Mr. Downe should have given to the County Oouncil and to 

the Ohief Supexintendent of the rda S100han , not less than 

seven days, before the first exhibition of pictures, notice 

in writing of his intention so to use the prem1ses. H 

'That oopy of this resolution be furnished Chief Superintendent 

Garda Siochana, exford, for his information.' It 

PROPOSED INSTALLATION OF DIeT GRAPH 

The following quotation was read from Dictograph Telephones 

Ltd., 57, Dame Street, Dublin:-

THIS ESTl TE provides for the complete install tion of 

a DIOTOGRAPH EXEOUTIVE OONTROL A D INTER-CONVERSING SYST 

oonsisting of:-

One.. 5 key lOictograph Uaster Station 

Five. L.4-l lamp Dictograph sub-stations. 

T o. X.4 Dictograph sub-stations. 

one. Type liT" Diotograph sub-station. 

Together with one Plug and two Jaoks for use with Master 

at tion, also cable, Junction Boxes and all other necessary 

material. 

The whole to be installed in an efficient manner, upon payment 

of the sum of £15: 0: Od (FIFTEEN POUNDS) towards the cost of 

installation. thereafter QUarterly payments in advanoe of 

£4: 14: 6d (FOUR POUNDS, FOUR TEE SHILLINGS AND 'SIXPENCE), 

for a period of ten years, after which time the installation 
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shall become your own property. 

During the period of the Contract, the installation sh 11 

be maint ined by our own ~ng1neers, WhO Will inspeot same 

at least three times each year. Should any f ult occur, 

they axe attended to at you~ c lling without charge. 

Subject to the terms and conditions of the Company 's 

Hire Purohase Agreement. 
. . 

The following resolution \as adopted on the ruotion of 

r. o 'Byrne, seconded by Yr . Shannon:-

"That e recommend th County Oouncil to inst 1 DiotograPl 

Executive Control nd Inter-Conversing Syst in County Council 

Offices as per quotation from Dlotogr ph Telephones Ltd., 

submitted to· this meeting." 

/ 
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The folloWlng resolutlon was adopted on the motlon of 

O'Byrne seconded by Mr Hall:- "That the Mlnutes of Fl­

nance Comml ttee ln respect of meet 1Dg held on 13th August, 

1931, be recelved and consldered." 

The Secretary expla.ined that 1 tems deallng wl th the 

proposed sale of Fortvlew, leave of absence of Mr Tim Moore, 

Drainage Malntenance Act 1924, Plot of ground a.t Courtown 

Harbour, Compensatlon Stock and proposed lnstallatlon of 

Dlctograph in County Councll offlces had been dealt wlth at 

the meetlng of the Councll on 24th August, 1931. 

Q1nematogr§Ph Act 1909: Under date 2200 August, 1931, the 

Dlstrlct SUper1ntendent, Garda. S10cbaDa., New Ross, wrote that 

the exhlbltlon of plctures at Duncannon Hall started on the 

17th 1nst and were, he UIlderstood, to contlnue each nlght 

durlng the week. 

Col. Quln proposed and Mr O'Byrne seconded the follow­

lng resolutlon:- uThat proceedings be lnstituted against 

Bartholemew Downes, Dunoannon,for breadh of provis~ons of 

Clnematograph Act 1909." 

As an amendment the following was proposed by Mr Shan­

non seconded by Mr GaUl.:- "That we inform Mr B. l)Jwnes, 

DUncannon, this Council views Wlth grave dis~proval hls 

actlon ln allowing hls hall at Duncannon to be used for ex­

hibltlon of pictures wlthout hav1ng complled w1th the pro­

v1s10ns of Cinematograph Act of 1909 and polnt out to him 

that if he offends in this matter 1n the future the Counc1l 

w1ll press for severe pun1Shment. u 

After discuss10n a poll was taken on the amendment. 

Th1s resulted as follows:-

E2I:- Messrs Armstrong, Clinee, Cooney, Cummins, 

GaUl, Hayes, Jordan, Keegan, McCarthy, Murphy, O'Ryan, 

Shamon and Walsh (13). 
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Age1nst:- Messrs Brennan, Cor1sh, CUlleton, D'Arcy, 

G1bbon, Hall, a 'Byrne , QU,in, Roche and Smyth - (10). 

The Chairman who d1d not vote declared the amendment 

carried. 

It as then adopted w1thout d1ssent as the substant1ve 

resolut10n. 

The follow1ng resolut10n was then adopted on the 

mot10n of Col. Quin seconded by Mr O'Byrne:- "Tha.t the 

Minutes of F1nance Comm1ttee in respect of meeting held on 

13th August, 1931, be and are hereby conf1rmed." 

The Minutes of Finance Committee meeting of 27th Aug­

ust, 1931, were subm1tted as follows:-

-
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Th f rtnlghtly eting of th Fl"~.ll..,g C 1 tt 

h 1 In Co. Council Chamb r, County HI, axford, on 27th 

Aug t, 1931. 

Pres nt - sr S o· 1, Tho 

J d Jo Colloton. 

cr tary, R t In ct r, 
county Burv yor , 11cltor, 0 in :t-
t c • 

Ch ir t n by hy n th otlon of 

n. 
SUb eq Cha1 , County CounCil, 

:tt n d d. 

1nut of 1 t ati 19ned • 

... _ ........ 
Tre ure tAlc ot for £4724:10:11 

• 

-.. -... -~-................ ... 
Til 

motion of 

Ch rman and y !-

by 

on the 

1 and po n to by the 

"That off r our he tfelt ..... - ... ~:thy to lir • • ry 

County Surv YOf, on th 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4· 

5· 
6. 

follo ~­

co. OTOR. 

John Curti 

J . 1r ( .1) 

p trick 01 an 
cC thy 

. toyl 

Jo i.h CUlmln -

00 1n len Br nan. If 

otlon up to 26th AUgu t) 1931, 

27 rent 

23·5 f1 

22·7 • 
22·5 
20. ft 

20. It 
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7· 
8. 

9· 
10. 

11. 

co CTOR 

t '"' .......... ~ 

triok 

an Gannon 

.J. --.o:--y 

12. John ~t:iKt1..l1 

13. J .J. Oi Illy 

14-
15. 

16. Th y Bol 

tyr 

17. Phil. .1»y1 

( 0.14) 

18. J, it (0.2) 

19. Y olger 

20. J.J. lnnott 

21. Sean Ganncn ( o. 6) 

k a •• 

In r ly to th 

t tl fi d t 1 

t y shoul. Sinnott 

1 etlon h 1n 0 

18·3 r nt 

18.1 " 
18,1 1 
11· " 
11·5 " .. 
17·1 ft " 
16.6 It " 
15.9 " 
14·9 It 

14.6 " " 
14.6 .. f/ 

13·6 It " 
13·2 " 
11.5 n " 
5·1 " ft 

an d • 4. 

the c or 

11 

e 111 for 10 da hi 001-

H h now ra um d 

wy (pr otio ly 2l per cent 01 

1 o. 

triet. 

It 

tor 0 10 

01d d 

a traction untll xt 

I 

2 Dl trlot, Gannon 30 ar nt 

01 r 13 r n: .in o. 14 Dl -

itt e had dir at d Colleo­

ugust to 

of tb 

... -.. .. _-...--..... 

In eo otlon 1th of 109 on B try 

by ColI etor O'Byr , th R t In-

etor r ort d tnat t 10 ot the g te of nn1 earthy 

Show Grounds 1dl r t n put to ter 
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1zur , h 

Gar 000 

to 'Who 

tb PI' nt. 

bron 

"our1ng 
Ibl for thl 

...... _....-.......... t n a; ¥ • The 

information 

t ucc ed u to 

• R t 0011 etor, Ub ltted bill for £26:10: 

for exp..,,,,,,,.go;> in-connectIon 1 th th • 

In r ly to t Cb. rm. p etor d 

unt ortion of th 

. 58 on 

bout £200. 

Th follow! rolut1on adopt d on th t10n of 

1 conded by n: - "Th:t <ttl b1ll pre nt d by 

'0 ' ,t COlI etor, or £26: 10. 1 ttv t lzur 

of _" ...... ro 1n try and Bl 

th Councll for pa.~fD1ent ot1on of th LO 

a:r nt 

leotor CtByr fr 

roduotion ot vou by C 1-

reoolv d ·' .. <!!> ...... ...ant e out 

on the ccount. n 

U r 

from 

11de ot, 

th t they 

dut of 

1t 

Ie 

27th 

, ILL 

, 

15 t, 1931, lve 

11naoarrlg, Go y, ohn Oonnor , 

ur tl s of an n, 

00 obj ctio th: latt r carrying out til 

te Collector in . 6 Dl trlct. 

, J .,N:lI:J,~, 1 TANT SURmO • 
-~---~--~--~~~~--~--~~--~~~~~-~~ 

t, 1931, th part nt f Local 

) (R/R 132) 1 ulrlng th re on hy 

"",,,,,,,",,,ont for trav 111ng exp ns to 

gn1i"'l~yor, in r ct of triod fr 
., 

r,. 1930, to 9th ch, 1931. 

Th fo110 1 r olution opt d on th. tion of 

Cull ton econded by o 'Byrne : - "Tha.t ·o recons1der t10n 

of the q t10n of 8110 ance to 0.1 · to 10k 18 ~ 

thl Co reo n tht travel11ng. carr1 d 
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out by 

9 
eriod 

, 

r tr rlod 27th 

,1931, P :yment of tr-;v; 111 

d al10 d. If 

, , 

ib r, 930, to 

d 

tlon of 

o 'Byrne ma.nnon!- "That duplic ;t 

ocount - lOth u t, 1 ued for P 

1931 :.. t Tho ........... -., ere1gh., Xyl ' , ount £3: 9: 4d, 

orlg1 

orig1 

n cour ' ot po t ~ t t 

Y Tr ur r." 

or n f th , 

oWleil for tIl t 0 half 

30 S pt mb r, 1930, ;t "10 

" pI It 

Lot 

urr Pr .. 

oount t ,Co. 

roh , 1930, 

reo 1v d from 

opl It 
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The follow1ng resolut1on was adopted on the motion 

of Mr Hall seconded by Col. Quin:- "That the Minutes of 

Finance Comm1ttee in respect of meeting held on 27th August, 

1931, be and are hereby conf1rnsd." 

Tne Minutes of Finance Comm1ttee 1n respect of meet1ng 

held on loth september, 1931, were subm1tted as follows:-
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The f rtn1 tly eting of t F1nane C itt e 

held on lOth ptember, 1931, in County Council Chamber, 

County all, xford. 

p nt:- O'Bym , J H 1, Tho • 

eCarthy, annen. 
Tn S eret y, County Solicitor Ins ctor 

ere al so 1n :t t nda.nce. 

On the otton of O'Byr s conded by Hall th 

cha1r t n by cO by. 

Th mute of last tlng re re and confirm d. 

TS 

Treasurer' s AdVic Not for £3123: 9: 4d W e lned 

and 19 d. 

ubmltt d 

1. 
2. 

~: 
6: 
s: 
9· 

10. 
11. 
12. 
13· 
14. 
15. 
10. 
17. 
18. 
19· 
20. 
21. 

RAT COLI.. CTI 
---------------

Collection to 10th pte r, 1931, • 

follow :-

J. curti 33 .. 1 rent 
P. carty 28 9 " 

. cCarthy 27.8 
P. clan 26.6 
J. C 1ns 26.5 

. yle 26.3 
J. Qu1rke (No.1) 25·0 
Art runne 25· 2 
Tho . Rowe 24·5 
J:~:O'R~;y 2

22
<' .. I 

J. egan ! 7 
an Gannon 20.4 

. C ins 20.2 
T. Bo~ger( .1A) 19.6 
J . lrke( o. 2) 19·5 
Philip Doyle 19.2 
P. O'Byrna 19.0 

an Gannon (No .6) 18 7 
T. Bolg r (No. 12) 17:6 
J.J. Sinnott 15·1 

" 
I , 
" I 

" 

" I 

fI 

fI 

II 

thl 
In conn ctlon with/state ant e ort und r te lOth 

tam r, 1931, read from. th R te In ector t 

fifteen collectors had fail d to carry out th directions 

of the Council to have lodged by 31st A t, 1931, 25 per 

cent of th ir warrant. NODS ot the Collector in .Enn1s­

eorthy or Gorey district had e Tied out th1s direction. 
I 
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In ew Ro s D1 trlct J . Curtis, p. ty, and • 1))y1 . 

in exford trlct . cCarthy, . Nolan and J . Qu1I' 

( o . 1) had lodged OV l' 25 er oent of their rant . 

In the opinion of the Rat Inspector 25 % of year ' 

arrant 1'e'" onabl figure to expect by 31 tAut. 

ince the 0 Ding of th col1ect1on the r te on 19 derelict 

far had b en aid to Septe r 1931 . He submitt d partic­

ul r of tw 1~ rating in respect of hleh th lands had 

been let by agr e nt bet en e 0 na1' , th Land 1s 1 n 

and the R t CoIl ctors concer d. 

Th follo Ing resolution adopted on tb motlon ot 

O'Byrn econded by Shannon:­

Rate Collector be again directed to 

"Th t t ttention of 

e 1'e olution of the 

Council instructing th to iss roceeding forth i 

ra.te ay l' who ar abl to pay, but ho negleot or refuse to 

do o . Th l. provide that first 01 ty is payabl m-

ediately after truck and second iety on 1 t 

Octob r . Rat Who re ab to pay and hold up 

P ¥In nt until the last day of th half ye I' are tting b 

e Ie to th general body and th Finance Co 1tt expect 

in the futur t t DO delau 111 oocur on the part of R te 

Collectors in takIng th necessary legal roc ed1ngs in all 

uch c 

Th t R te Collector o have fail d to lodg 25 per cent 

of warrant by 31st ugust 1 t b ked f or an expl t ion 

for their failure to carry out the directions of the Counc11 . 

That Collector 10 fail to lod 40 % of the current 

te by tb 1 t October xt be 1n! or d th t the F 1nance Com-

1tt w111 no raco end the County Council to apply to the 

L. G. D. for permi sion to y them full poundage as calcul-

t d on last y t 1'rant. 

Th :t approve of the 1 ttingS of the 12 holdingS 

referr d to in report of Rate Inspector to this eting. II 

t 
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ILL SS OF JaIN KEHOE, ASSISt T SURV.E,Y • 
~~-~-~~-~~-~------~---~-

Under da.t 29th u t, 1931, the ~partment of Local 

Government (HO ) rote ( /R~/32) that no objection would 

to ay fUll aJ.a.ry to Keho 1 

slstant SurVeyor, for the erlod 27 ce b r, 1930, to 

27th J , 1931 , and h f salary fro. 1 t ed date 

to the 6th Septenib 'r, 1931, when It 

, would return to duty. 

xpeoted Keho 

tiM r date 2nd ~ pternb r, 1931, certi11c te r 

from Dr . S. V. J' Connor tha.t Mr Kehoe still under hi 

care) suff r fro then1 (post operation) and would 

be unable to resume duty for one month. 

It w cided t t co Y of die certific t b 

furnish d L. G.D. (RoadS) for th ir informat1on. 

---------... ~ ... 
Elg , Solicitor, r orted tbat Andrew Nolan, 

sal kar HoUS, exford, had purch ed Fortvlew, former 

ounty Council office for . 000, the figure agreed on by 

the County Councll. 

~NGER COUNTY COUNCIL OFFICE 
-~~------------------~~-

The secretary reported tha.t 0 tng to the al of 

Fortvlew th position of tenol RoChe ho cted care-

taker t Fortvie and ar to County Council office 

c up for revia . P d 30/- ar ek Ie In-

surance and had free quarters in ol'tv1 . 

OtByrn to os d and Hall seoonded tb follo-

ing r olution s adopted:-

» t Nichola s eng r, County Council . fioes 

b ret ned for tb.re senger :t 3 /- per ek 

le s inSuranc . h been sold t Co. 

Council at no longer bla to upply h wi th ir quart r , 
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and that he be furnished with copy of thi resolution. 

'That the poslt1on be reviewed by Finanoe C mmlttee t-

1ng of 3rd cember, 1931. n 

OLARSHIP 
............. -----.............. -

The folIo ing resolution adopted on the tion of 

r 0' me seco d by 1:- That tn Office of tlonal 

ducat ion be requesta to furnish as soon posslbl their " 

decision in co 1'e of prim ry scholar hlp 

in the case of J arne nnelly, Johanna Ooorey, tie 1):)y1 

and Patr 10k Sh eban in vi of th fact tha the S oondary 

Cheol term h begun." 
Tn Prest nt, UnIversity College, Dublin, fo arded the 

followi resul t of plio tlons tor ard of four Unlv rsl ty 

Scholarshl '­. 
1 . en Hill, Ennlsoorthy (1 47 . ) 

2 . Y F. Kelly, 18 North ain str at, exf'ord (964) · 

3. Barbar Lo e, audllnto n, exford (957) · 
A. arg t . 0' exford (947)· 

A. Flynn, Ballyvoolare, Campil (939) and 

a:ry :vanagb., Hollyfort, Gorey, (912)were regarded 

eligible for scholarshl f ~11able. 

The foIl log resolution a adopted on th motion 

of o 'Byrne second d by r Hall:- That e reco nd the 

county Council to aw I'd Univer ity Scnol r ips to ichael 

Tobin, ry F. 11y, Barb Lo, and rgaret · O'Hanlon. 

That, in the event of any of those students failing to avail 

of aW rd, v cant scholarship be a: arded Joseph J • Flynn 

dry K :vanag'b., in th order mad. I 

CO T , H ITT 
~----------~---~~--~-

Under date 1st ptember, 1931, cGarry, 

Chairman, Courto n 1 xboul:' ~ commie loners, rote asking for .. 
copy of rules deal wi th the po era of th Co lttee, as 

so e members of the Council cla ed the Co 1ttee had no 
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po er . Halo as d f or of the round t Cour-

town Harbour 0 d by the county Counc11. 

Under date 31st August, 1931, Lord Courtown ot 

th t if Keegan (County Counc1110r) s referr1n at la t 

at 1ng of e Counc11 to th removal of huts etc erected 

on the and h1l1 to the orth of the H rbour th County 

Council had no authority over them as they er not erected 

on County Council propel'ty, 'V'thlch only extend d from a line 

dr n flv yar on th 'orth side of the stone bridge ~o 

th e. 

Th folIo tog r olution adopted On tb otlon of 

O' Byrne seconded by Shannon:- T.h t Courto H bour 

Comml sloner be inform d th t th County Counoil h ;va no 

legal po er to leg~ta thelr power in respect of Courtown 

Harbour to a Comml tt ,but t th am t d s1r to 0 int 

out t in th p t th ~ 10 reque t of Committee 

ha:" b en very f :vourably consIder d by th Counc11 and 

have no r6 on to antlcip t that 1mI1ar action 1 not 

be taken in the future. It 

J;!#~~.l.liiWI"NT OF KAVnJ,. ... ~,\' S CVJ,Y-'t.lMloL\ 01' 
------------------------~------

rs en -orri, arnahas, Curracloe, rote under 

date 2nd S t ber, 1931, th t she as satisfied to accept 

£3 compensation for ,61' l'"nd taken to seoure easement 

at COr r but she expected to be paid an extra 

£7 for th cutting of her SU111: at house and destruotion of 

her fruit tree 

The folIo ing resolut1on as adopted on tho motion of 

H 1 S oauded by ,II O' .dyrne : -

.. Th t e regard '3 a }pl compensation for land etc 

taken 1n connection lth easement t Kav l' Corner, 

Curracloe . n future s 1st t urveyor hould procur 

from land 0 ne s ri tten undertaking that they ax prepared 

to accept an agreed on figur for compens t10n before any 

ark of thIs nature b undertaken. " 
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VER Ie ION lOOTS DI TRIOr 
----------------~-~~-----

under date 2nd C!eptember, 1931, the Chief SUperintendent 

Gar Sloch r te fo ard1ng petition fro th trader in 

Ferns i t:r:lot - to have e1 lts and e ure djus ed in Ferns 

and held they had gri vance in being obliged to bri the 

to Enni eorthy for verification. About 30 traders were con­

cerned. Th question of providing, e uipping, and aintaining 

eights and e ur r tf ice in srns ould arise 1f the r -

ue t w e to though the offic would be in us only for 

about three each ye r and th tr nspott of tandards etc 

would h :va to b undert n t th expense of the Council . 

In furth r letter under te 9th septemb I, 1931, the 

Chief S erintenoont tat d th t the trader cancer d h been 

approaohed lth th ugge t10n t y hould provld office 

aoeo odatlon and furniture but they adhered to th ir deci ion 

not to defray any exp nse h tev r in th 

']!he following re olutlon adopted on th motion of 

1 econded by O'Byrne: - 'That in vieW of th fact 

that the trader eonCvl" d h" refud to supply even the u e 

of office reco nd th County Councll to refuse their ap­

pliC tlon to ba~ eight d asure t d etc t Ferns, 

instead of :t nni eorthy. ' 
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The folIo ing resolution was adopted on the motion 

of Mr Brennan seconded by Col. Quin : - "That the Minutes 

of Finance Committee in respect of meeting held on lOth 

September, 1931, be received and considSred. II 

Illness of Mr John Kehoe - ASsistant Surve¥or: The fol-

lOWing resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr Gaul, 

seconded by Mr Hall: - "That Mr John Kehoe, tssistant Sur­

veyor be granted subject to sanction of L. G. D. (ROads) 

a further month's sick leave as from 2nd september ,1931. If 

Sale of Fortview: The following resolution was adopted 

on the motion of Mr O'Byrne seconded by Mr Hall: - "!hat 

the seal of Wexford County Council be affiJCed to deed of 

uonveyance of the Fortview premises from County Council to 

Mr Andrew Nolan, 6elskar House, Wexford." 

Scholarship §chemes:- Under date 12th September, 1931, 

Very Rev Wm. F. Murphy, president st. peter's College, 

Wexford, wrote that James :connelly, Ballymitty, Primary 

Scholarship Holder for the past three years was this year 

going to Rockwell College, Cashel. He expeoted to be 

appointed to a Pupil Teaahership and as there was no pro­

visions for such pupils at st. Peter's, Donnelly was join­

ing the spec1al class for Pupil Teachers at Rockwell Col­

lege. Father Mlrphy hoped no diff icuJ. ty would be made in 

allowiig the boy to enjoy the last year of his Scholarship 

in RockWell. 

The following resolution was adopted on the mot1on of 

Mr O'Byrne seconded by Mr Hall:- "that the attention of 

Fr. lw.'Urphy, President St. peter's College, be called to the 
I( 

folIo ing provision in primary Scholarship Scheme:- Scholar-

ships under this Scheme are not to Eq)ply to candidates hold­

ing pupil teacher ships or places in Preparatory Colleges." 

Qourtown Harbour:- The County Surveyor submitted letter 

under date lOth September, 1931, fran Messrs Stopford & 

Turner, Estate Agents for Lord Courtown stating they 1I8re 
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unable to supply a t racing showing the bOl~D(3a.ry of the prop­

erty of the Co. Council at Courtown Harbour as they had no 

plans of the Harbour. 

The County Surveyor was instructed to arrange for in­

~ with Lord Courtown with a view to obtain1ng from him 

t' )f.U order to make a map of the harbour. A . 

The folloWing resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr Hall seconded by Col. Quin:- "That the Minutes of F1-

nance Committee in respect of meeting held on lOth September, 

1931, be and are hereby confirnsd. n 

THE PLIGHT OF AGRICULTURE IN COUNTY WEXFORD 
--------~-------------------------

Arising out of discussion in connection with payment 

of rates, M:r Roche said that as far as he could see, in the 

near future, instead of deviSing means to collect rates, they 

would have to devise means to help the people to make the 

rates. He thought that matters were never in as poor a way 

concerning farmers as at present, and, in his opinion, unless 

something was done~n the very D!a.r future, they waule be. 

pract ic81ly bankrupt. They should ask the Government to 

adopt S0m3 means of economy, and pass the result on to the 

farmers. Unless that were done he was afraid everything 

ould be in a bad wa;y in a short t1.ma . He thought a depu­

tation from the bounCil should be appointed to approaob. the 

Minister for .Agriculture am lew very fUlly before him the 

plight of the farmers, viho were selling cattle, pigs, and 

other things below even pre-war rates. He saw a. statement 

in the Press recently that pigs were lower in price than for 

the past thirty years. yet salaries and everything else 

remaired high. If that state of affairs continued, the far-

mers coUld not carry on and if the producer went down the 

country would fall. There were really only two producers 

in the country - farmers and farm labourers - and these were 

the people that could not get a. living. '!he Min1ster for 
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Agrlcultuee seemed to be pretty conversant wlth the state 

of affalrs, but evldently he d1d not fully reallse It. There 

was no use ln alloWlng matters to get into a condl tlon when 

lt auld be too late to reallse the state of thlngs. There 

were several wafs of arrivlng at economles, and he belleved 

there was a lot of very hlghly pald offlclals ln the country 

that could do wlth a reductlon of pay. Those offlclalS 

should be aske~to throw 1n their lot wlth the coumry, and 

let the country go ahead, because once the agrlcuJ. tural 

communlty went down the whole country was down. 

Mr Hall sald he agreed wl th Mr Rocbe. No one wanted 

to work on the land at present, but there was DBW vacancles 

for offlclals every dS¥ and salaries and bonuses, etc, were 

. fixed. He knew the country could not ma.1ntaln that. 

Mr Cummlns - Dldn't a deputation from thls Councl1 

wai t on the Min1ster for Agrlcul ture at Enn1scorthy last 

year or th1s year? I dldn' t hear the resUl t, only that 

the deputatlomsts were there for the purpose of laying all 

the gr1evances that Mr Roche complalns of before the M1n1s­

ter. The matter 1s not of muShxoom growth; 1t has been 

going on for the past three years. I suppose the answer 

the deputation got was that the country was ln a prosperous 

conditlon. 

Chalrman - It was only on the question of derelict 

faxms we approached the M1nlster; 1 t was not on the general 

state of the country. 

The Chalrman sald that the depresslon affecting farmers 

was not of mushroom growth, but matters had been growing 

fast for the last three months. He thought the past three 

months had been the hardest that people engaged 1n agricul­

ture had ever ~t. He was hampered for f lna.noes h1mself, 

and if matters cont inued as at present he could not hold out 

muCh longer, and he could tell them there was no extravag-
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ance or waste. 

Col. Glbbon referred ln detal1 to the uneconomlc prlces 

paid for 11ve-stock and farm produce. He agreed wlth Mr 

Roche t hat the posl tlon as DOW such a. very serlous one for 

the farrzsr that lt almost required an emergency measure 

s1m11ar to that taken in England. In striking the rate for 

next year they would ha.ve to conslder the positlon of the 

people of the country, and they would have to estimate for 

a. very much lower expenditure for next year than even for 

thls year. They should start very soon to see what econ-

omles could be effected. At the same time ra.tes would have 

to be paid as already strack. 

Mlss O'Ryan sald that the GOvernment should be asked 

to try to curtail general expendl ture, and not wa1 t, as their , 
nelghbours (Great BrltAin) walted, untl1 the crlsls carne. 

Expendl ture shoul d be cut down all round. 

Mr Keegan mentloned that stock was unsaleable except 

at a loss at recent fairs whlch he attended. When Mr Cum-

mlns raised the questlon of wlthholdlng the land annulties 

he dld not get much support but atter a whl1e they would be 

withheld automatically as there would be no one to pay them. 

Mr D'!roy stated that the last falr in Gorey was the 
"'W 

worst for a great may years. stuff was practically un-
" salea):)le, because there was no one to buy, and he thought lt 

was notJan exaggeratlon to say that a state of emergency pxac­

t lcally exlsted as far as the farmers ere concerred. The 

Government should give a lead to the people and start econ­

omles. 

The Chalrman advocated sending the deputation to the 

Executive Councl1. 

:Mr Hall said the producer got nothing for hls produce, 

but the consun4er had to pay very blg prices. The fa.nner had 

now to pay a hundred per cent more for machlnery than he paid 
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before the war, and present-day machines were not nearly as 

good as pre-war machines. So long as that state of affalrs 

existed the country could not stand. 

JAr D' Arcy said they were back to pre-war prices With 

regard to everything that was sold off the land, but their 

production costs for any crop were practically ninety per 

cent above pre are 

The Chairman said he could not see that there was a 

wonderful reduction in the cost of living, not ithstandlng the 

price they were getting for their produce. He paid exactly 

the same for fresh meat at present as he paid six months ago 

in spite of the reduction in the price of cattle. They 

might say that anything labour was touching at present was 

unnecessarily high, and if a farmer wanted ma.chir:es, the pur­

chase of a couple in anyone year did aJl8¥ with a tremendous 

amount of what was made on a farm. 

Col. Quin thought the standard of liv1ng was higher, 

which was a good th1ng. Everyone was better "turned out". 

They m1ght see a woman com1ng out of a labourer's cottage 

dressed as well as anyone. She deserved credit for it, but 

it did run up prices. 

Mr Colleton remarked that there was a co-operative 

baconfa.ctory in Wexford, and he suggested that that factory 

should be able to turn out stuff at a reasonable figure. 

Cb.a.1rman - There is a very big statf to be upheld by 

that factory, and fairly b1g Salaries are paid in it, and 

that accounts for the very h1gh retail costs. 

Mr Cummins said that the cost of living might be higher 

for some people but he did not see ~ it should be higher 

for a farmer, Who was produc1ng the greater part of What he 

used. It was not necessary for a f~r to depend on a 

bacon factory for bacon; he could kill pigs himself. 

Chairman - There is more than that coming into the cost 

of liv1ng on a farm. What about mach1nery and labour and 

everyth1ng a farmer has to pay for ? 
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Mr CUmmins said he was talking about actual living. 

A man did not buy a suit of clothes or a machine for ploughing 

every year, as such a machine WOUld last from tell to twenty 

years. . Mr Roche was on the wrong track with regard to going 

to the Government. "The time has arrived" added Mr CUmnins, 

"for this country to give a lead. With regard to Mr Keegan's 

remark, on a public platform I stated that in view of the de­

pression affecting agrlculture the t1.me had come When annultles 

should be wlth held." 

The Cha1rman ruled the diS cus sl on of the w1 tbhold1ng of 

land annuities out of order. He would agree lf the stoppage 

could be brought about legally. 

Col. Quin thought that if a resolution was sent to the 

Government whlCh knew the state of the country perfectly well 

it would not be necessary to send a deputation. 

Mr Corish sald that while recognising the poSl tion of the 

farmers he wanted to know what the deputat ion was going to put 

before the Government before he could agree to support Mr RoChe's 

resolution. Everyone knew that the farmers were going through 

a difficult period. SUggestions had been made that salaries 

should be cut, but if all the salaries of off icialS in Govern­

ment Departments were cut it ould not help the farmers a blt. 

What contribution would it make towardS solVing the problem? 

He thought the matter referred to by the Chairman should be 

investigated - the question of the cost of living. It had 

been brought to their notice on may occas1ons that although 

f~mers were only getting pre- ax prlces, and in some cases, 

he understood, less than pre-war prices, the cost of liVing 

had not appreclably changed, and there must be a margin bet­

ween f8J."m9r and consumer that called for invest igatlon. He 

thought if they asked for such an inquiry they would be doing 

far better w$rk than lf they asked for a decrease in wages 

and Salar1es, because he dd)d not believe that decrease of 
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salaries were going to do any more than touch the fginge 

of the situation. He also suggested that a resolution 

from that council, as one individual council, was not going 

to achieve any useful purpose. He thought they should bring 

the matter before the General COuncil of County CouncilS 

so as to get the whole country moving in it. 

Mr Roche said he thought the whole trouble in the 

country was the result of waiting for others to move. Unless 

some councll or members of a councll made a start they would 

get nowhere, because if they remalned qulet everyone would 

think they were going on all rlght. The only thing to do was 

to volce their grievances. With regard to gettlng the whole 

country moving in the matter, that would take a very long 

time. If exford County Council made a start as he had pro­

posed it was quite probal:>le th.a. t every council ln the country 

would follow in a short time. Most of the farmers in the 

county were liv1ng on oredit from business houses and on over­

drafts from the bankS, and if buslness places or banks called 

in their money he believed that 95 per cent of the farmers 

in the country would be bankrupt in the morning. Only for 

the credit he recelved the farmer coUld not exist, and if the 

times got any worse that would be curtailed. Business people 

woUld begin to get afraid that they woUld not get their morey 

back. For that reason he proposed the sendlng of a deputation 

to the Minister for Agriculture. He thought there should 

also be an investigation into the difference between the cost 

of production a.IXl the retail cost, and there should be some 

means of curta.iling the immense profit, 1'ihich profit was 

.omet1mes caused by the handling of stuff for, perhaps, a 

couple of hours. He agreed to embody in his resolution the 

suggestion made by Mr Corish with reference to an inquiry 

into prices, moved that while waiting for a. deputation 

to be received they should try to arrive at solutions of the 
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problem for submission to the Minister. 

Mr Cummins - I believe it is only loss of t 1me, and 

that you will get nothing from him, as he has nothing to give 
to 

you. I am giving my opinion and I have told you what/do . 

After further discussion Col. QUin proposed the follow­

ing which was however, not seconded:- "That a resolution be 

forwarded to the Government calling attention to the plight 

of agr iCu! ture and asking that something should be done. And 

that no deputation in this matter be appotnted." 

The following resolution was then adopted on the motion of 

Mr Roche seconded by Mr HaJ.l:- "That a deputation be appointed 

from this Council to wait upon the President of the Executive 

COuncil with the Ministers for Finance and AgriCUlture to sub­

mit recommendations in connection With the present plight of 

a.gricul ture, and that a sub-committee be appointed to dratt such 

reco:mm9ndations for consideratlon at the meeting of the County 

Councl1 to be held on 2tlth September, 1931." 

"And that Sald Sub-COmmittee act as the deputatlon referred 

to in this resolution." 

The folloWlng SUb-Committee were then appolnted:-

The Chalrman, Messrs Corish, DtArcy, Jordan, McCarthy, 

and Roche, to meet in County Councl1 Chamber, Wexford, on 

19th September, 1931, at 10.30 a.m. 

FLOODING AT ASKAMORE 

The following under date 12th september, 1931, was 

read from Mr Elgee, County Sollcitor,:-

"As instructed I attended at the above Premises yester­

day wlth Mr Barry' the County SUrveyor, and inspected same. 

The position is as follows:-

The ,County Road runs down to Mr. D:>ran I s Gate, and then 

turns sharpJly to the left. There 1s a Slight fall down to 

the gate, and the surface water from the Road is carried 

through a Gullet under the Farmyard wall whence it runs in a 
stone channel, about one foot deep, down throu~ farmyard 
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for about twenty or twenty five feet, and then runs into 

another Gullet which carries the water off Mr Doran's prem­

ises. 

From· enquiries whlch I made it appears that the above 

mentioned Channel, through the yard, Is quite sufficient for 

the purpose of carrying off the surface water, and that such 

water does not overflow from the Channel over the Farmyard, 

and from my inspectlon of the premises it does not appear 

that the Channel Is ever choked by sam or gravel, from the 

Road, at least there are no slgns of 1 t ,having been cleared 

out. 

In the oPPosite corner of the Farmyard from where the 

surfcwe water runs into the Channel, there is a small Pool or 

Pond wh1ch 1s supplled from water from a stream on the oppos-

1 te s14e of the County Road - This Stream passes under the 

Road through a Gullet. 

The surplus water from this Pool runs through a draln 

across the yard to the before mentloned Channel and thence 

down the Channel. 

I was informed by Mrs Doran that the water from this 

Pond was used for household purposes such as making tea, al­

though rucks and Geese, Mr Doran'S ~ropertY,have access to, 

and use same, as I SaJr them do 1ng yesterday. 

From the appearance of the Channel In the Yard it must 

have been there for a long number of years past, and the water 

supply to the Pond must al so have run In the same channel 

for a conslderable time. Thls belng so, I am of opinlon, 

that the County Councll are not under any legal obligation 

to Mr Doran in the matter, and cannot be called on by him 

to alter the present arrangement of carrying the surface 

water off t he County Road." 

Ii was declded to Inform Mr Doran that the County 

Sollcltor had advlsed the County Councll they were not res­

ponsible as regards the flooding of his premises. 
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MOTEYBOWER LANE 

Mr a'Byrne reported that the Committee appointed to 

deal with this matter met on 11th August, 1931, the follow­

ing being present: - Messrs Hall, Keegan, a' Byrne, DI Arcy , 

and Col. Quin, with the County Surveyor and Mr Treanor, 

Assistant Surveyor. 

When Col. Quin had left the Coromi ttee deoided to 

recommend the expenditure of £lOa which with the work the 

looal people agreed to do would put the lane into fair 

repair. The larger port ion of the lana. had been put in 

repair by Wicklow County Council. 

Col. Qu1n objected. There were only three people -

well-to-do farmers living on the la.n4 and it was grossly 

unfair to unload it on the County. 

Mr Keegan advocated the work. 

Mr D' Arcy contradicted Col. Quin's statement as to 

the nuriber of people benefited. The lane would serve a 

whole distriot and provide a short way to the fairs at 

Shillelagh, Tinahely, Gorey and Carnew. 

The County Surveyor said that the looal people had 

offered to do £40 or £50 worth of work. 

After further disoussion the following resolution was 

adopted on the mot10n of Mr a'Byrne seconded by Mr Hall 

(Col. Quin dissenting):- "That a proposal to expend £100 

for the improvement of Moteybower Lane be brought forward 

in the Road orkS Soheme for f inano ial year 1932-33." 

ROAD GRANT - FINANCIAL YEAR 1931-32. 
------------------------

Under date 3rd September, 1931, the repartment of Looal 

Government (Roads) (800/32) wrote that the Minister had 

approved of the soheme of Road improven:ent proposed to be 

carr ied out by wexford County Council, am::>unt £16,215. 

The County Surveyor said that the f1gure mentioned in 

a previous oommunication from the Department was £16375 
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and he had wr1tten call1ng attent10n to the discrepancy. He 

was inforrood they would have to walt tl1l next year to recelve 

the different viZ., £160. 

The L. G. D. (Roads) 1n connectlon with this improvement 

grant forwarded under date 12th September, 1931, (S. G.H. /32) 

letter statlng that £4,,500 had been forwarded to the Treasurer 

of the County Council. 

ANALYST'S REPORTS 

Under date 4th September, 1931, the ~partment of Local 

Government wrote (P.H.67757/l93l Loch Garman H) suggesting 

that in future Minutes of Co. Council meet1ngs, statements 

show1ng the actlon taken in regard to samples of Food and 

Drugs whlch ere found on analyses to be defective should 

appear w1 th the report of the Co. Analyst. 

The secretary stated that he had arranged for reports 

of Gaxda Siochana. 1n each case of a.dul teratlon as 1 t occurred 

and these part lCUlars would f or the futuee appear with the 

report of the Analyst. 

LINOLEUM FOR COUNTY COURTHOUSE 

Under date 26th August, 1931, the tepartment of Local 

Govern.nent wrote (S) that it was necessary for the due trans­

action of the business of the Court that the floor of the 

Courthouse should be covered wlth llnoleum or same form of 

matting so as to lessen the nolse in the Court. The Minister 

trusted that the representatlons made to the Councll in the 

letter of L. G. D. of 6th August, 1931, would be favour~ly 

reconsidered. 

Col. Qu1n ha,nddd in not1ce of motion to resclnd the 

resolutlon of the Counc1l refuslng to provlde a coverlng for 

the floor of the Co. Courthouse and in accordance with stand­

ing Order No. 29 the Notice was backed by the names of four 

other members. 

The mot10n dl1 be considered at the neet1ng of the 

Councll on 28th september, 1931. 
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ROAJl3 OVER RAILWAY BRIOOES 
-----------------------

The following under date 12th August, 1931, from Mr. 

T. R. Leonard, Distriot Engtneer'a Offioe, Great Southern 

Rail ways, Waterford, to the Comlty Surveyor was read:-

"It was proposed shortly to renew overbridge No. 373 

New Ross Branoh, in reinforoed oonorete. This bridge is 

situated about It miles to the exfor~ side of palace East 

station. It will be necessary to reg;rad.e the approaches to 

the bridge and I send you herewith Plan No. 7b7/~2 showing 

our proposals. 

"I shall be glad to know whether they meet with your 

approvaJ.. " 

This letter was adjourned from last meeting of the 

Counoil. 

The County Surveyor said there was no objeotion to the 

proposal as the strength of the bridge would be increased. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Col. Quin seoonded by Mr Hall:- "This Counoil will offer no 

-\ objeotion to the reoonstruotion of Railway overbridge No. 

373 New Ross Seotion in accordance with the terms of letter 

from RailWay Engineer under date 12th August, 1931." 

KILMORE ROAD 

ith referenoe to Road from Kilmore Quay to exford 

desoribed by Mr Roche as the worst road in the CountJ it was 

arranged after discussion that Messrs Rodhe,Hayes and the 
} 

Chairman should inspeot the road and report to first avail-

able meeting of the Co~Oil. 

ROAD AT CLO~D, KATHROE 
--------------------

Mr Murphy stated that Mr ard oomplained to him that 

oWing to the ooOOi t ion of this road he was oonstantly break-

ing the springs of his lorries. A tenpound note would re-

pair it. 

The matter was referred to the Comlty Surveyor. 
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CUTS IN ROAD AT CLONROCHE 
---------------

Mr Corish said his at tent ion had been called to 

dangerous cuts in the road at Clonroche and he asked when 

they would be f Uled in. 

The County Surveyor stated that the cuts had been 

caused by work done at the place by the County Board of 

Health. He had written the Board and had been informed 

that the Engineer was arranging for the Contractor to 

eestore the road. 

TRIMMING BEIGES ON ROADS 
--------------------

Mr Culleton proposed: - "Tnat the tr lImning of sides 

of ditches by road men be discont inued. That water tables 

be cleaned by one foot up and that money saved on this work 

be spent in procuring road metal and on road maintenance." 

Mr D' Arcy seconded. 

The County Surveyor said if this was done generally 

rOad drains would become Choked. 

Mr Corish IlX>ved the following as an amen6nent:­

"That, so far as is Possible , the work of trimming 

hedges be curtailed the work to be done to be left to the 

discretion of the Co. Surveyor. II 

Col. Quin seconded. 

As a furthe r amendment Mr GaUl moved and Mr Hayes 

seconded the following:-

"That the ork of trimming sides of roads be carried 

out as heretofore." 

A show of handS was takan on this last amandlment, 

seven voting for and fourteen against. 

It as declared lost by the Chairman who then took a 

show of handS on amendment of ~ Cor ish, fifteen voting for 

and six against. 

The Chairman declared this amendment carr ied. 

On being put as the substant1 ve lIJOtio+. t was adopted 

with out dissent. 
, 
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ERECTION OF HOUSE ON ROAD 530 

The follOWing report was submitted by the County 

surveyor from Mr T. Cullen, ASsistant surveyor, under date 

22nd Augus t : -

"Mr John 0' Connor, Glenbrien, intendS erecting a 

new house wlthin 30 feet of centre of above road at Glen­

brlen. 

The proposed buildlng shall have a frontage of 15 

feet to the road, and shall be ln llne with exlstlng house, 

whlch ls 6 feet (approx.) from road surface. 

The road ls straight at thls polnt, and ln my opinion 

proposed building will not form any obstruct1on." 

Mr D'Aray proposed and Mr Hall seconded the following 

resolution, which, after some discuss1on, was adopted:-

"That the County Councl1 take no action relatlve to 

erectlon of house at Glenbrien by Mr JOhn O'Connor although 

it ls wlthln 30 feet of the centre of road No. 530 as the 

proposed buildlng wl11 not cause any obstructlon to traffic." 

FATAL INJURY TO HAULIER 

The followlng letter under date 8th september, 1931, 

was submitted by the Co. Surveyor from MCDOnagh & Boland, 

Insurance Brokers, Dublin, ln connection wlth fatal accident 

to T. Larkln:-

"With reference to your letter of the 20th July, 

relat ive to the above, we understand the Company has Since 

interviewed you and from the information recelved consider 

that the deceased was an lndependent contractor and not a 

workman Wl thin the meaning of the Statute. We belleve so 

tar no claim has been received) bU~ if a olaim is put for­

ward at a later date fRe company consider that there is no 

liabillty on your part for same, and if you receive any 

documents kindly send them along to us for the Company's 

attention. 

Would you kindly lnform us 1Ihether the payments made 
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to the deceased f or the work he has dOD3 have been in­

cluded in the annual wages return." 

The County Surveyor stated that the payments made to 

Larkin were not submitted in the amuaJ. wages returns. This 

man was engaged haul ing mater ial for the County Counc il ; 

his horse ran away and the cart went over him infl ict ing 

fatal. injuries. 

Mr Shannon asked if it would be possible for the Co. 

Council to do anything for the widow and children with the 

sanction of the L.G.D. 

Mr Elgee, Solicitor, said the Council had no legal 

1 iabili ty in the matter. 

It was decided that no action be taken for the present. 

COURTOWN HABBOUR MASTER'S REPORT 

The folloWing under date 1st September, 1931, as read 

from Harbour Master, Courtown:-

"With reference to report at meeting of County Council 

held on.24. 8. 31 of horses and vehicles crossing the foot­

bridge at Court own , I wish to state that Mr Fitzpatrick, a 

member of the Harbour Committee reported to me that a man had 

ridden a horse across the bridge. I tmmediately went to the 

fellow and chastised him for doing so. He apologised saying 

he was in a hurry and that he would not offend again. No 

vehicle of any description crossed the bridge as your Council 

were led to believe, on1~ the one horse and this occurred at 

7 Of clock in the mori.ing. There were three vans on the North 

side on the Council's groUl14 for five days. They paid at the 

rate of 2/- each van f or the t iDle, and this man owned one of 

them. Wi th regard to obstruction of either view on traffio 

there was none, as otherwise cars and buses would be parked 

where they stood. Hoping this explanation will suff ice, 

as the Council and publio in gereral might assume I was ne­

glecting my duty . " 
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Tnis explanation was regarded as satisfactory. 

OLD AGE PENSION ACTS 

Under date 4th september, 1931, the Local Government 

I'epartment wrote in reference to the death of Mr William 

Stafford, Clerk Old Age Pension SUb-Committee No.1, whiCh 

occurred on 26th August, 1931, that the appointment of new 

clerk to fill the vacancy was a matter for the Sub-Committee 

concerned Who were empowered to elect a suitable person to 

the position. 

Tne follOWing resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr Corish seconded by Mr Haves:- "That our secretary summon 

a meeting of members of Old Age Pension Sub-Committee No. 1 

to be held on Wednesday 23rd September, 1931, at 4.30 (Old 

t 1me ) in Er idgetown Dispensary for the purpose of taking the 

necessary steps for the appOintment of new clerk to the 

Sub-Comni ttee, " 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Col. Qu1n seconded by Mr O'Byrne:- "That Rev D. Murphy P.P. 

-:-t Kilanerin be appoi3'ted a member of Old Age Fension SUb-COm­

mittee No.4 Vice Rev. NiCholas J. Dodd P.P. deceased." 

USE OF WEXFORD MANUFACTURED TAR FOR ROADS 

Under date 3rd September, 1931, the Manager, Wexford 

Gas Consumers Co. Ltd., wrote that as regards the viscosity 

they could increase this to the figure required but the Co. 

Surveyor did not wish this done as it would make the tar un-

suitable for his purpose. They were only too willing to 

comply with either specification, as it was only a question 

of making the mixture light or heavy. 

In letter under date 11th September, 1931, the Manager 

exford Gas Consumers Co. wrote that they noted the difference 

between their tar and the L. G. specification was in three 

items. 

The distillates below 2000 C 1. 7 in excess. This could 

be easily el~inated by increasing the temperature of distil-
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lation which would also bring the phenols within the 

desired zone. They proposed to increase ·the viscosity 

to 12 secondS by admixtures or further as desired by the 

utilisation of horizontally produced tar or pitch. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Col. Gibbon seconded by Mr Shannon: - "That the County 

SUrveyor make further representat ions to the L. G. (Roads) 

as to use of exford manufactured tar for roads~ 

BRII:GE ON 47M (Ballyrankin) 

The County SUrveyor submitted report from Mr Ennis, 

Assistant SUrveyor, under date 11th september, that a small 

three arch bridge near Ballyrankin on the road from Clohamon 

to Ferns iU ; "S required repair at once, and it would be b.e­

cessary to spend about £14 on the work. 

The follOWing resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr 0' Byrne seconded by Mr Shannon: - "That a sum of £14 be 

provided from appropriate Contingency Fund to e'nable urgent 

repairs at Bridge on Road 47 M being carried out." 

CIN~TOGRAP.H LIC~C~ 

The follOWing resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr Gaul seconded by Mr D' Arcy: - "That renewal of Cinema-

tograph licence be granted to Mr Raymond :coyle in respect of 

Broadway Parochial Hall.I
" 

IRISH TOURIST ASSOCIATION - GUIDE BOOK 

Under date 5th september, 1931, letter was read from 

the above Assoication asking to be allowed to iSSU9 an of­

ficial guide book with the official approval of the County 

Council. 

The following resolution was adopted on the notion of 

Mr O'Byrne seconded by Mr Hall:-

"This County Council is prepared to authorise the 

Irish Tourist ASSOCiation to issue official Guide Book for 
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Co. exford on condition that the information to be e~ 

bodied in the Guide Book be submitted to the Council before 

printing and that no financial responsibility for publication 

will attach to the Council." 

CIVICS INSTITt1l'i: 

Memorandun from Civics Institute of Ireland, Courthouse, 

illiam Street, Dublin, in regard to the Housing of the Poor 

in Saorstat Eireann for submission to the Government and 

M'lmicipal authorities was read, but no action was taken in the 

matter. 

CLEAN MILK 

The following resolution from Cork County Borough was 

adopted on the mot ion of Col. QUin seconded by Mr CoriBh:-

"That the CounCil of the County Borough of Cork pro­

tests against the undue delay of the Government in introduc­

ing legislation whiCh would secure to the people a supply of 

hygienically clean milk, conforming to a reasonable standard 

as to its Chemical compOSition, more particularly since the 

vital neceSSity for such legislation has been admitted by the 

inistry. 

"That we call on the Ministry to allot the necessaIlt 

ttme for the passing of this legislation during the next ses­

sion of the Oireacthas and we further request that measures 

be introduced directed towards the eradication of tuberculosis 

from ow: dairy and meat supplying herdS." 

Mr D' Arcy suggested they should also demand the regul-

ation of the price of milk. ilk was being sold fram Co. 

Wexford for Dlblin at 8d a gallon and it was selling in Dublin 

at 2s. a gallon. 

Col. Quin - f.b.at means the farmers are not co-operating 

and will not trust one another. 
THE TRANSIT OF GOOIS -t STATE OF RAILWAYS 

----------------------~--

The following resolution was received from Tuam Town 
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Commissioners: -

"That we, Tuam Town Commissioners, voicing the feel­

ings of the people of town and country axe greviously 81-

a:rued at the Government's long delay in dealing With the 

question of the transit of goodS by road which is causing 

perpetual destruction to them and inflicting a severe bur­

den on the Ratepayers and unwarranted competition to the 

Railwa;y' which is the life of the nation. II 

Mr Gaul said tha.t Wexford Corporation had passed a 

resolution viewing with grave alarm the wholesale dismis­

sal of railway employees in the county. He was sure that 

the members of the county Council were all aware that that 

was a very serious matter for the men and their families 

and also for the traders in the county 0 ing to the loss of 

ages that would result from the dismissals. He moved 

the following resolution:- "That this Council ' views with 

grave alar.m the wholesale dismissal of railwa;y employees 

on different portions of the G. S. R. in the County and 

ask the Governnent to approach the directors with a view to 

ha.ving the men retained. n 

Miss 0' Ryan said that traders themselves used lorries 

for the transit of goods more than anyone else. She thought 

it would be considered by the county a dire necessity to put 

back the traffic to the railways, and keep the people em­

ployed on them. They certainly could not keep the road and 

rail traffic going. The roads should be preserved for pri­

vate traffio, and tha.t might be done if the people took up 

the question. 

Mr Roche thought the loss of traffic to the rail ays 

was ent irely the f aul. t of the rail ways themselves, because 

any time they got a chance they raised freights. Last year 

the railways raised the freight for beet and he considered 

it was absolutely ~ustifiable and absolutely wrong of the 
company to do that. Faruers could hardly be expected to pay 
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higher rates for caxriage by rail than by road, and un-

til the 'railwa¥ company were prepaxed to come down he did 

not think there as any use in doing anything in the matter. 

Mr McCarthy said that before Mr GaUl. t S resolution was 

seconded he wished to move the follow1ng:- "That this Coun-

cil views with grave alaxm the present position of the rail­

ways and reQ.uests the Government to enact such legislation 
,t 

as would preserve the railways for the country. He believed 

everyone would agTee that the rail ways were absolutely ne­

cessaxy for the nation and for its development, and apart 

from that they were very large employers of labour. In 

Co. Wexford alone they paid in wages in a year £76,000, and 

they contributed about £3,500 to the Co. Council yearly in 

rates. As matters appeaxed at present there was grave 

danger that the train services ould be closed down. That 

would be a serious matter for the faxmers as fairs and znar­

kets would disappear, and the towns would suffer also. He 

agreed with Mr Roche that, perhapa, the railway company, 

taking advantage of the pOSition that eXisted, did fleece 

the people ith freights but it should be within the po er 

of the Government to control those rates and see that nothing 

unreasonable or unjust was Charged. 

Col. Gibbon suggested that the matter should be post-

poned to next meet ing. 

on next agenda paper. 

It could be specially mentioned 

After discussion it was decided to consider the matter 

at the present meeting:-

Col. Gibbon proposed and Col. Quin seconded the follow­

ing resolution:- "T'nat we view with alarm the pollcy of 

the Railway Companies Which is forcing unsuitable tratfic 

on to the roads and involving the dlsmissal of employees by 

the railways. II 

Mr Keegan seconded Mr Gaul t S resolut ion. He wished to 

support the men, but it would not be fair to those who had 
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Capital sunk in lorries to remove them from the roads. 

Mr Dt Arcy remarked that the freights on the rail W8¥ 

ere prohibitive. 

Mr Corish said that transport generally in the country 

must be in a. state of absolute chaos, and he thought they 

should have Government intervention. In his opin1on Agric-

ul tural produce should get more preference than it was get-
, freight 

tinge AgricultUre was the staple industry and some special / 

preference should be given to it. 

The Chairman instanced increases of charges for the car­

r iage of corn and livestock. He said that soma years ago he 

sent corn from Wexford to Dublin at 3s. a ton but now the rate 

would be £l a ton or near it. Some years ago they could send 

a horse to Dublin for £1 or a little more, but now the charge 

was nearer to £3. He thought the resolution was rather dan­

gerous. Were it not for the lorries they could not afford to 

PB¥ the rates charged. 

Miss OtRyan held that in the interests of the country 

the railways should be preserved but controlled by some com­

petent authority elected by the people. 

Mr Hall remarked that if they had no rail way services 

they would haiJe no fairs in any town. 

Mr Gaul said he understood that eleven men were dis­

missed from Wexford North Station last week, and he supposed 

the same state of affairs applied to all her towns. Those 

men had nothing to support heir families on, and they would 

have to be kept up by someone. 

Mr Ha;yes suggested that they should call on the Govern­

ment to take up the matter with a view to regulating traff ic. 

After further discussion all motions were wi thdral'n 

in favour of the folio ing Which was proposed by Mr Corish 

and seconded by Col. Qu1n and adopted:-

"That we view with alarm the Wholesale dismissal of men 

from RailwB¥s caused by diversion of traffic to roads. That 
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we request the Government to take immediate action to 

ensure the proper oontrol of traffic with special attention 

to secure the conveyance of agriouJ. tural produce at a cheap 

ra.te. " 

TAKING OF LAND FOR PUBLI C PURPOSES 
-----------------------------

The adoption of the following resolution from Buncrana 

Urban Council was moved by Mr 0 'ByrIW9 seconded by Mr Hayes:-

"That we request the Government to pass legislation 

to enable local authorities to aoqu1re land tor pUb11c pur­

poses through, the Distrlct Courts, the Distrlct Justice to 

be empowered to deal with such applioations, and wl th the 

asslstanoe of two assessors, to f1x compensation, so as to 

expe 1te procedure and lessen the costs." 

Col. Qu1n expressed his strong dissent. 

Mr. D' Arcy eons1dered that the resolut1on woUld mean 

oonfiscation. 

Mr Corish disagreed, and sald the resolutlon proposed 

provided cheaper machinery for What had to be dODd 1n the 

higher oourts. 

Mr D' Arcy - Doesn't it mean to g1ve author1ty by law 

to any local counc1l to acqUire land ? 

Mr Corlsh - They must make their oase in court. 

A poll was taken w1th the following resUlt:-

!Q!:- Messrs Armstrong, Cooney, Cor ish , GaUl, Hall, 

Hayes, McCarthy, 0' Byrne and 0' Ryan - 9. 

Against:- Messrs Brennan, Culleton, D'Arcy, G1bbon, 

Jordan, QUin, Roche, Smyth, WaJ.sh and the Chalrman - 10. 

Mr Keegan (1) did not vote. 

Messrs C11noe, Cummins, Murphy and Shannon (4) were 

not present when poll was taken. 

The Chairman deolared the resolution lost. 

POACHING TRAWLERS 
-----------

The following resolution from IbnegaJ. County Couno1l 
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was adopted on the mot10n of Mr Gaul seconded by Col. 

Qu1n:- "That th1s Counc1l calle on the Minister for 

Fisheries to take adequate steps to prevent trawlers 

poaching with in the three-mile limit." 
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N,J. FRlZELLE, 
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The monthly meeting of the Wexford County Council 

was held in County Council Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, 

on 2~th september, 1931. 
Present: - Messrs James Armstrong, John Brennan, 

James Clince, Patrick Colfer, Thomas Cooney, Richard Corish, 

John Culleton, John Cun:mins, Timothy F. D' Arcy, James Gaul, 

Col.C.M. Gibbon, James Hall, Patrick Hayes, Thomas Maylor, 

Thomas McCarthy, John Murphy, sean o 'Byrne , Miss Nellie 

O'Ryan, Col.R.P. Wemyss Quin, M.M. Roche, James Shannon and 

Myle s Smyth. 

The Secretary, County Surveyor, County Solicitor 

and the follo ing Assistant Surveyors were in attendance:­

T. Treanor, J.F. Birthistle, R.J. Ennis, P. 'Neill 

and T. Cullen. 

The Chair was taken in the absence of the Chairman 

and Vice Chairman by Col. Gibbon on the motion of Col. Quin 

seconded by Mr D' Arcy . 

',rhe Minutes of last meeting were confirmed. 

After this bUSiness the Chairman and Vice Chairman 

attended and the former presided for the remainder of the 

:business. 

PAYMENTS 

Treasurer's Advice Note for £l~l~: lb: Ild was 

examined and Signed. 

REPLIES TO VOTE OF CONDOLENCE 

It was decided on the motion of the Chairman (M:r Doyle) 

seconded by Col. Quin that the following replies to votes 

of condolence be inserted on the Minutes of the day. 

From Mr T .A. Frizelle, Assistant Secretary, on the 

death of his infant son: - "Please convey to County Council 

my grateful thanks for their expression of sympathy in my 

recent bereavement. tI 
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From iss Margaret Stafford, Baldwinstown Castle, 

exford, on the death of her father, late Clerk No. 1 SUb­

Committee Old Age pension Acts:-

"On behalf of my family and mysel f I wish to thank 

the members of the county Council, you and your statf, for 

the very kind expression of sympathy offered to us in our 

recent bereavement." 

COUNTY SURVEYOR'S REPORT 
------------------

The following report from County Surveyor as sub­

mitted:-

"On the 8th instant I made full inspection of Ferry­

carrig Bridge, with an Inspector from the l):)partment of Local 

Government, and he has reported in detail to the Local 

Government repartment, and forwarded copy to the secretary. 

In regard to the defective concrete where reinforcement has 

been exposed I had already reported on this matter to the 

County CounCil, and had allocation for its repair, which 

work was delayed pending the consideration of the under-pin-

ning of abutment. If it be possible to obtain parliamentary 

powers to permanently close opening span I consider it most 

advisable, and ask the County Council to approach the Local 

Government on the matter. In any circumstances, however, 

the abutment must be made safe, as it would not be, in my 

opinion, advisable to attempt any interference with the 

opening span until thi'S ork is done. I submi tted ap-

proximate quotation from the Pressure Piling Company for the 

under-pinning, and I ask foe authority to get the work put 

in handS. 

I have to report that the reconstruction of Ballygarvan 

Bridge is now completed, and it is a satisfactory job. By 

direction of the Council the work W8$ carried out by Direct 

Labour, and has been completed within the Estimate. 

On the 22nd instant, the Comnittee appointed by the 

Councll to inspect the Kl1more Road met, and thelr report on 
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the matter will be before you. 

The laying of the concrete roadS under Grant is now 

in progress. 'rhe pioneer Road Construct ion Company com-

mericing at poulpeasty, and working towards Wexford have 

completed Slab for about three-quarters of a mile, and 

the work is proceeding satisfactorily. On the second 

section, between Cushinsto n and Ballymacar, the Company 

is shap1ng the road, and w1ll be ready to commence laying 

the slab at once. ~ssrs Lee have commenced the slab 

at the Bunclody end of the1r job, work1ng towards Bally­

carney. On this work I have found it necessary to object 

to the Contractor's Foreman being continued, as instructions 

given him by the Assistant Surveyor were not being properly 

attended to. I have notified the Contractor to this effect. 

At last meeting of the County Council there as a diS­

CUSSion on the subject of the bounds of the CounCil's property 

at Courtown Harbour, and I was directed to interview Lord 

Courtown. On the 25th instant I received a letter from 

Lord Courtown on the matter, but have not yet been able to 

arrange an appointment. However, on the 25th instant I 

was in ' the office, in Gorey, of Messrs Stopford and Turner, 

and obtained some part ioulars. It appears that at a meet-

ing of the Harbour Commissioners, held on the 14th JulY,l904, 

a resolution was adopted agreeing to the transfer of the 

Harbour to the County Cmmci! i th the powers held under the 

Act of 1~24. Up to the present I have not been able to ob­

tain copy of this Act, but shall arrange for it later. 

I inspected the Harbour on the 25th instant, and found 

that essrs Lee have all but completed the gates, and will 
in 

be putt1ng them in pos1t10n/the course of a few days. Owing 

to the lateness of the Season it will not be pess1ble no 

to dam the s1 te, and. to make goOd. rolletway on the bottom. 

I propose getting Contractor to hang gates, and defer this 
matter until next Spring, but, of course, he will be res-
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ponsible for their efficient ork in the interval. 

I arr a.nged with Mr Lee in regard to repair of the Pier 

Head at Court own , but, up to the present, no actual ork h~ 

been carried out. He has some gravel on the site, and a 

number of metal plates for casing, and I hope to have these 

put in place dur ing the week. 

AS directed by the Council Mr Birthistle has been making 

observat ions of t ides at the Burrow, Rosslare, and later I shall 

have full details for the Council." 

berrYcarrig Bridge: The following under date 19th September, 

1931 (R/RG/32) was read from the Department of Local Govern­

ment (Roads):-

"Wi th further reference to your letter of the 28th ultimo 

relative to Ferrycarrig Bridge, I am directed by the Minister 

for Local Government and Public Health to forward for the in­

formation of the extord County Council a copy of a report 

furnished by Mr O'Maille, Engineering Inspector,of the Bridge 

on the 8th instant. 

I am at the same t 1me to state that , having regard to 

the more urgent demandS on the Road Fund, the Minister cannot 

see his wau to recommend a grant for the work in question." 

Mr OlllB.il1f'O inspected the Bridge on Gth september, 

1931, reported as fol1ows:-

"The abutment on one side was not brought down to a 

proper foundation and was not properly designed to resist 

earth pressure at back. Consequently there is a forward 

movement towards opening span, With the result that opening 

gear is all out of act ion. Pile headS are cracked an4 

fastening bolts shorn out. 

In addition to the above there are several beams which 

have the cover of concrete broken and the steel is exposed and 

rusting. In one case I saw a tens ile member reduced to at 

least half of its original sectional area. 

This la.tter ork is urgent to save the structure and I 
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told Mr Barry to put on a fe men to get all loose 

concrete broken off and a new waterproof plaster substituted. 

In regard to the abutment, I think Parliamentary powers 

should be sought to make this opening span a fixture, 1. e. 

substituting a R.C. concrete span. This bridge has only been 

opened once during the past eighteen years. It is now im-

poss ible to open or close. The renewing of opening span would 

be more expensive than fixing it. 

The fixing would help to check the forward movementff 

faul ty abutment." 

Col. Gibbon proposed: - "That before considering further 

any repairs to Ferrycarrig Bridge application be made to the 

L. G. D. for instructions as to the procedure to be followed 

by the County Council to enable them to apply for Parliamentary 

powers to have span on Ferrycarrig Bridge converted to a fixed 

reinforced concrete span instead of an opening span as at pres-

ent. " 

Mr D'}Jay seconded. 

In reply to Col. Gibbon the County Surveyor said there 

was no immediate danger of the bridge collapsing. 

Mr GaUl opposed the motion: it might be found necessary 

in the future to have an opening span. 

Col. Gibbon said if that were found necessary the cost 

would be very small in comparison to the huge expenditure ne­

cessary to carry out such dredging as would make the river 

navigable for ocean going steamers. 

Mr O' Byrne considered that before an opening span in the 

bridge would be necessary the river woUld have to be dredged 

for ocean going steamers to Enniscort y - a distance of prac­

tically 12 or 14 miles. 

A poll as taken on the motion with the following result: 

E2.!.; Messrs Brerman, Colloton, D' Arcy, Gibbon, Hall, 

O'Ryan, Quin, Roche, Smyth and the Chairman - 10. 

Against: Messrs Colfer, Cuamins, GaUl, McCarthy, 
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and O'Byrne (5) 

Did not vote - MX P. Hayes (1). 

Messrs Armstrong, Clince, Cooney, CoriSh, Meyler,Murphy, 

Shannon and Walsh (~), were not present when poll was taken. 

The Chairman declared the motion carried. 

wexford-Kilmore Road: The following report was submitted by 

the Connni t tee:-

"The Committee consisting of the following members:­

Colonel Gibbon, Messrs Roche and Hayes met on the 2200 Sep­

tember, 1931,. at Sheepwalk Parting RoadS , and proceeded to 

Kilmore. The County Surveyor, and Mr Birthistle, Assistant 

SUrveyor, were also present. 

"This is a Link Road - a Main Road - of the Second Clasf', 

and up to the present has not been held by the Local Government 

Department as eligible for Improvement Grant, therefore, the 

Road must be maintained out of County Funds with a subsidy of 

40 % of cost from the Department. 

II The Road is up axds of ten miles in length, and the 

money allocated f or the current year is only £37 per mile. 

"The Committee specially noted the surface of the Road, 

and work done at a number of places. Parts are a mass of 

pot hOles, an~hese are now becoming accentuated by the use of 

tar in filling former potholes . Where tarred stone patches 

have been laid the surface is much improved. The County Sur­

veyor pOinted out that funds Will not allow of more extended 

work of this nature. Old patches laid ith exford tar have 

proved economical and lasting, and the Committee reCOrllillends 

that the Local Government Department should be aga.in asked 

to sanction this tar for local use. 

"This road has increasing motor and lorry traffic, and 

cannot be maintained ,i thout special treatment. As almost the 

ent ire length of first class Main RoadS (Trunk) have now been 

. improved the Committee recommends that the Local Government 

r.epartment be asked to allocate the Improvement FundS in future 
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years to the more important Link RoadS. We consider that a 

modified system of improvement may be adopted, such as was 

sanct ioned for the Wexford-Killinick Road. In this case a 

light dressing of tarred stone was la.td, and rolled in with a 

subsequent surface dressing of coarse Chippings and bitumen. 

This work is satisfactory and economical, and will enable long 

lengths to be done each year. No doubt sections of road will 

not stand up to traffic with this light coating, but defects, 

as they appear, can be subsequently strengthened. For a very 

large percentage of the lengths this class of work Will be 

sufficient, and has the merit of giving a large mileage of fairly 

good roads, in the shortest time. 

In connection with the allocation of 40 % towards the 

Maintenance of ain Roads the Oomrni ttee draws attention to the 

inequitable system prevailing , and recommends that the local 

Government D3paxtment be asked to reconsider the matter. Under 

the present system , if the Oounty Council makes provision to 

expend say £1,000 on a Main Road, the :I:epartment will refund 

40 fa, 1. e., £400, leaving ££>00 to be raised by rates. On the 

other hand, if the County Council propose an Improvement job at 

a £1000, to be raised by loan, then no 40 % subsidy will be 

forthcoming. We consider that in such cases the subsidy (£400) 

should be given, and that the County Council should be asked to 

raise only £600 by loan, or rates as may be. The present 

system which puts a ban on the Council adopting extensive im­

provement orks, Should, we believe, be altered." 

Mr Hayes advocated the adoption of the report. There were 

othe r roads in the district notably the road from Kerlogue to 

urrintown and Sleedagh equally as bad which proved the fool­

ishness of cutting down the estimate of the County Surveyor. 

Col. Gibbon said that as the deterioration of the Kilmore 

Road had been caused by heavy motor traffiC, it would be very 

unjust that any necessary improvement to it should fallon the 
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farmers who were not responsible and who did not require 

roadS made up to motor standard. Such roads should be pro-

vided as all~wed by the fundS in the Motor Taxation a/c. 

If the County Council agrees to carry them out at a more 

rapid rate it would inflict a heavy and unjust burden on the 

ratepayers. The grants limited hitherto to trunk roads 

should no be made available for link roads and main roads 

used by motor traffic in view of the fact that the trunk 

roads are no in a very fair condition. 

Mr Roche said that the Kilmore Wexford Road as in its 

present condition partly OWing to beet haulage and the road 

was now as rough for a pony and trap as it was for a motor 

car. The cost of repair would be a very minor matter compared 

to the amount spent on other jobs Which were not half as 

beneficial for far.mers. 

The County Surveyor in reply to Mr Roche said that the 

Committee did not advocate that an excessive amount be spent 

on this road . They advocated for main and link roads similar 

improvement ork as had been done fromKerldgUe~ to A hfleld 

where, by speading sheets of stone and tar, a fairly good road 

had been obtained, at an outlay of £500 or £600 ~ a mile J 

Whereas with slab concrete the cost would run to about 

£3,000 per mile. The Committee recommended that motor tax 

grants should be now available for ordinary main and link 

roads . 

Mr O' Byrne proposed and Mr McCarthy seconded the fol­

lowing resolution:-

"That the report of Wexford-Kilmore Road Conmittee be 

adopted and that the special attention of the Local Govern­

ment I:epartment (Roads) be called to the recommendat ions 

of the Committee that Improvement Grants for roads should in 

the future be spent principally on ordinary main and link 

roads and also that in case a County Council is sufficiently 

. enterprising to borro money to carry out necessary orks of 
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road bnprovement the 40 % maintenance grant should be avail­

able for the repayment of the loan." 

Mr McCarthy seconded the resolution which was adopted 

unanimousl y . 

Dismissal of Foreman Enniscort~y- Bunclody Road: Mr 

cCarthy said that Ml. 0' Hanlon, the Contractor's foreman, 

had been with him and appeared to have a terrible grievance. 

He stated he had carried out every instruction he had re­

ceived and was satisfied that the work hich he supervised 

should be inspected by any Engineer in Ireland. 

The County Surveyor said that on Saturday 19th September, 

the road which should have been wet was quite dry. The 
. h.,.' ...... 8;~ 

attention of the contractor. was called to the matter but up 

" to late on SUnda¥ evening it was still dry. 

Mr McCarthy said that o 'Hanlon' s explanation was that 

the men had arranged to look to the road atter last MaSS on 

Sunday but they did not turn up until 3 o'clock in the after­

noon and O'Hanlon considered he should not be held respons­

ible. 

Mr Ennis, Assistant Surveyor, sa1d that he was not 

satisfied with the quality of the work which had been carried 

out. The road had been left dry from 1 0' clock on Saturday 

19th september to 5 o'clock on SUnday afternoon. O'HaDlon 

had not carried out the directions of the Clerk of orks. 

Mr Mccarthy - O'Hanlon told me that the Clerk of Works 

had never called his attention to anwthing and any time he 

was asked about the work he said it was all right. 

Mr Ennis said he could scarcely believe that. 

Mr Hayes considered that the observations of the Clerk 

of WorkS in the matter should be invited. 

Mr urphy proposed and Col. Quin seconded the follow­

ing resolution:- "That the Council proceed to the next 

business. It 

Col. Gibbon proposed and Mr Culleton seconded the 
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following: - "That a Committee be appointed to examine the 

work on Enniscorthy-Bunclody Road, and the circumstances in 

connection with the dismissal of Contractor's foreman and re­

port to next meeting of the Council." 

Mr Ennis did not think it fair to him to appoint a Com-

mi ttee. He was in charge of the work and, if he recOIllIIended 

the Council to take a certain course of action they should 

agree. He professed to know something about the laying down 

of concrete roads and considered that in any action he took 

he should have the support of the Council. 

A poll as then taken on the resolution of Mr Murphy ith 

the following resUlt:-

E.2I,: - Messrs Armstrong, Brennan, Cl inca, Colfer, Hayes, 

eyler, Murphy, o 'Ryan, Quin am Roche - 10. 

~inst:- Messrs CUlleton, Cummins, D'Arcy, Gaul, 

Gibbon,. Hall, McCarthy, O'Byrne, Smyth and the Chairman - 10. 

Y.essrs Corish and Shannon (2) did not vote. 

Messrs Cooney and Walsh (2) were not in attendance when 

poll was taken. 

The Chairman gave his casting vote against the motion 

which was declared lost. 

Mr Roche proposed and Col. Quin seconded the follOWing 

resolution: - "lrhat no action be taken by the County Council 

as regards dismissal of Contractor's foreman for work on Ennis­

corthy-Bunclody Road." 

A poll was taken on this proposal with the following 

result: -

~: - Messrs Brennan, Clince, Colfer, Hayes, 1fJ.9yler, 

Murphy, O'Ryan, QUin and Roche - 9. 

Against:- Messrs Armstrong, Culleton, Cummins, D'Arcy, 

Gaul, Gibbon, Hall, McCarthy, 0' Byrne, Smyth and the Chairman - 11 . 

Messrs CoriSh and Shannon (2) did not vote. 

Messrs Cooney and Walsh (2) were not in attendance hen 

poll was taken. 
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The Chairman declaxed the mot ion lost. 

The resol ut ion of Col. Gibbon to appo int a Coromi ttee 

was then put and passed ~ £Q!1. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr Hall seconded by Mr Armstrong:-

"Tnat the Committee to consider the work etc on Ennis­

cor thy - Bunclody road be composed of the County Councillors 

for Gorey Electoral Area With Mr Thos. McCarthy." 

"That the County Surveyor arrange f or day of meet ing and 

summon thereto:- The Contractor, his late foreman' ( Mr O'Han-

lon) and the Clerk of Works. 

"That County Surveyor and Mr Ennis be instructed to be 

present. II 

Courtown Harbour: In reply to Mr O'Byrne the County Sur-

veyor said he expected to have the sluice gates hung this esk. 

In reply tm Mr D' Arcy the County Surveyor said the work 

at the Pierhead was being carried out on a piece rate basiS 

by Mr Lee. 

Tne follo ing resolution was then adopted on the motion 

of Mr D' Arcy seconded by Col. Quin: - "That the report of 

County SUrVeyor presented to this meet ing be, and is hereby 

approved. II 

THE LATE !vIR JOHN J. BYRNE 
-----------------

The following resolution as adopted on the motion of 

Mr OIByrne seconded by Mr Hall:- "That e offer the relatives 

of the late r John J. Byrne, Camol in, our heartfelt sympathy 

in his demise. In 1921 when it was dangerous to act as Co. 

Councillor Mr Byrne came forward and joined the Council. He 

rendered great service to the County during troubled times, 

and we desire to place a .,eeord of his public spirited action 

on our minutes." 

The Chairman asSOCiated himself with the vote. He and 

deceased had been school fellows and Since Mr Byrne had gone 

to reside in DUblin they met very constantly. 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



It 
Mr CUmmins and other members also referred to Mr Byrne's 

demise and the secretary on behalf of himself and staff expressed 

sorrow with Mr Byrne's relatives in their bereavement. 

THE LATE MR C. B. WALIEON 

Col. Gibbon proposed a vote of condolence With Mr and iss 

aldron in the death of Mr C.B. Waldron, Chief Executive Officer, 

exford Urban Vocational Education Committee. Col. Gibbon sald 

that for many years Mr Waldron had acted as Engineering Instructa' 

to Co. Wexford Committee of Agriculture and TechniCal Instruction 

and had proved himself a most valued servant of that COmmittee.A 

large number of young men had greatly benefited by the teadhing 

of Mr Waldron whose demise was deeply lamented. 

Miss 0 'Ryan secondedth.e vote which was spoken to by the 

Chairman, Mr O'Byrne, the County secretary, County So11citor, 

and others. 

Both motions were adopted in silence. 

UNEMPLOYED MEN IN GOREY AREA 

Considerat1on of report of Committee as to employment of men 

in Gorey area was postponed to next meeting to enable Mr Keegan. 

(who was unable to be present at meeting owing to his son t S ill­

ness) to attend. 

ROAD AT FDRLONGSTO N 

Miss O'Ryan referred to the Road Taghmon to Wexford about 

11- miles from Furlongstown. This was a main road and had been 

subject to three long periodS of trunk: road. traffic as an altern-

ative route. This extra traff1c had been caused by motor1sts 

and it as unfair to the local people tba t the cost should fallon 

them. 

The County surveyor said that the pot holes in this road 

had been repaired with chips and tar but as as the general ex­

perience this caused second pot holes. 

Mr Hall said the reason for the second pot holes was becaure 
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the first ones were raised too high. 

The County SUrveyor said that the amount in main road 

Cont ingency Fund was £580. They were down to about £40 d n 

this road and had only a similar sum for the repair of the 

Kilmore exford road. 

The Chairman proposed and Miss O'Ryan seconded the fol­

lowing resolution Which was adopted ~ ~:- "That a sum 

of £50 be withdrawn from Main road Contingency Fund for the 

repair of road from exford to Tagbmon, via Furlongstown and 

a similar sum from same Contingency Fund for repair of Wexiord­

Kilmore Road." 

ROAD GRANTS 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mt 

O'Byrne seconded by Mt Hall:-

"That as it would greatly convenience County Councils 

to have information as to amount available for road grants 

when Road Estimates are under consideration we request the Local 

Government J:epartment (Roads) to endeavour to induce the J:e­

partment of Finance to supply this inf ormat ion at the earl iest 

possible date." 

GOREY WEXFORD DIRECT ROAD 

In reply to Mr .Gorish the County Surveyor said that the 

greater portion of the money available for Gorey- exiord Road 

(Castlebridge Section) had been spent. 

Mt Corish asked if ther as any possibility of getting it 

into a decent condition. 

The County Surveyor said the road had be en much 1~roved 

by the tar patches but in between those there were stretches 

which ere bad. 

The Chairman said they coUld not have good roads and low 

rates and at the moment the farmer preferred the low rates. The 

ratepayers were prepared to do with the ex1sting roads _ if 
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the rates could be brought down. 

No order. 

FLOODING AT RATHPHAUDIN 

Mr Shamon called attentlon to thls matter and suggested 

that the place should be inspected by a couple of Councillors 

with Mr O'Neill, Assistant Surveyor. If pipes were supplied 

he believed the land owner would put them across the rOad. 

Mr Hall sald as the gullelwas too small to take away the 

ater the road was torn away at this point. A fe pounds 

spent now would save the road. 

It was decided that ~essrs Brennan and Shannon with Mr 

O'Neill, Assistant Surveyor, should inspect the place 'and 

report t$ next meeting of the Councl1. 

DANGEROUS CORNER AT FCRRESTALSTOWN 
------------------------

Mr Shannon called attentlon to the necesslty of easement 

of dangerous corner at ForrestaJ.stoWIl, Rathnure. A fatal 

accident was narro 1y averted there recently. 

The County Surveyor said there were a number of danger-

ous corners Which would have to be dealt wl tho But at present 

he would prefer to see the money spent on the maintenance of 

roads. 

It was decided that Mr O'Neill, ASSistant Surveyor, 

inspect and rap or t to next County Councl1 meet ing. 

GlJLLl!;T AT KILMANNON 

In connectlon wlth above Mr J.F. Birthlstle, ASSistant 

Surveyor, reported that he inspected gullet' on 18th September, 

1931, and found that the centre wall bad collapsed and there 

was little or no covering ~n the flags forming the top of gul­

let. The County surveyor's D3partment could not afford to 

reconstruct this gullet out of existing proposals. To do a 

good job would necessitate an expenaltture of about £25 to £30. 

Mr Hayes sald that every time a tractlon engine passed 
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over the road it broke down the gullet, and he was afraid 

that same time a serious accident wOUld occur. 

Mr Gaul. proposed and. Mr Hall seconded the following 

resolution which was adopted:- "That a sum of. £20 be with-

drawn from appropriate Contingency Fund for repair of defective 

gullet at Kilmannon, Cleariestown. II 

RECOMMENDATIONS OF FINANCE COMMITTEE 
--------------------------------

Mr. T. Moore: The following extract from Minutes of Finance 

Committee in respect of meeting held on 24th September, 1931, 

was spbmi tted: -

"Under date 17th September, 1931, Mr T. Moore, County 

Surveyor's Department, wrote from AnChor Hotel, Ne castle, 

Co. Wicklow, applying for a further month's. sick leave. 

Dr Hanan, Newcastle Sanatorium, certified under date 

16th September, 1931, that Mr Moore had done very well indeed 

during the previous' month and while almost fit to resume duty 

he (Dr Hanan) strongly recommended that Mr Moore should remain 

in the Sanatorium for a further four weeks as from 27th sep-

tember. There was every hope of complete cure in this case. 

Mr O'Byrne proposed and Mr Shannon seconded the follo ing 

resolution which was adopted:- "That we recommend the County 

Council to grant Mr T. Moore, (County Surveyor's I:epartment) 

a further month's sick leave as from 27th septenber, 1931." 

Mr Q'Byrne proposed and Mr Mu~y seconded the follow-

ing which was adopted:- "That the recoIllm9ndation of the 

Finance Committee at meeting of 24th September, 1931, granting 

a further month's Sick leave to the 27th October, 1931, to 

Mr T. Moore (ASSistant Co. Suryeyor' s Department) be and is 

Secondary School Scholarship Scheme: The following resolution 

from Finance Committee meeting held on 24th september, 1931, 

was confirmed on the motion of Col. Quin seconded by Miss 

() tRyan:- "That the County Council be recommended to approve 
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of renewal of Secondan School Scholarships to Johanna Cooney 

and Katie Ibyle and of bursary to Patrick Sheehan, Gorey. As 

James Donnelly has taken up residence at Rockwell college under 

pupil Teachership Scheme he cannot be awarded renewal. of County 

Council secondary Scholarship." 

University Scholarship Scheme: The following recommendation 

from Finance ~mmi ttee meeting of 24th September, 1931, was con­

firmed on the motion of Mr O'Byrne seconded by Col. Quin:-

"That in view of satisfactory reports from Academic Council, 

University College, DUblin, the County Council be recommended to 

grant renewals of University Scholarships to 

1. John Dunphy, 21 Convent Hill, New Ross. 

2. John J. Hunt, Sea:field, Duncormack. 

3. Catherine Kickham, Abbey House, Enniscorthy. 

4. Arthur J. Nix, 7, South Street, New Ross. 

5. Ml. J.O'Keeffe, 61, Fay the, Wexford. 

Letters ere read from :Mary Kelly, Barbara Lowe and Ml. 

Tobin that they were about taking up their studies at National 

University on 12th October, 1931. 

A telegram was received from the Convent, Castlecomer, 

on behalf of a:gt,O'Hanlon, as 'follows:- "Failing holding over 

Scholarship will be accepted no ." 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr 

O'Byrne seconded by Col. Quin: - "The Council considers that 

University Scholarship of Miss MaJgt .o'Hanlon should be taken 

advantage of this coming year, as we see no reason for holding 

it over." 

LOAN FOR COURTOWN HARBOUR WORK 

The following notice oft motion Which had been circulated 
-' 

to members of the Council on 26th August, 1931, was moved by 

Mr O'Byrne seconded by Mr Gaul, and adopted without dissent:­

"That application be made to the National Bank Ltd., The 

Treasurer of the Council, for a loan of £750 to cover the cost 

of completing essential and necessary work at CourtownHarbour." 
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COVERING FOR FLOOR OF XFORD COURTHOUSE 

----------------------------
The follOWing notice of motion by Col. Quin (and which 

according to standing Order 29 wa~acked by the names of four 

other Councillors) was moved by him and seconded by Mr Corish:-

"That the resolution of the County Council at meeting 

of lOth August, 1931, refusing to provide a covering for the 

floor of Wexford County Courthouse be rescinded and that said 

covering be provided at the expense of the Council." 

Letter of L. G. D. under date 2bth August, 1931,(S) was 

read. In this it was pOinted out it was necessary for the 

due transaction of the business of the Court that the floor of 

the Courthouse should be covered with linoleum or some form of 

matting so as to lessen the noise in the Court and the Minister 

for LOcal Government and Public Heal th trusted that the repres­

entat ions made to the Council in the letter of 6th August would 

be favourably reconsidered. 

Letter of Local Government ~partment under date 6th August, 

1931 (G5964/l93l Loch Garman Pg) was also read. 

A poll on the mot ion was taken with the following resUl t:­

E2!:- Messrs Armstrong, Colfer, Corish, Cummins, Gaul, 

McCarthy, o 'Byrne , Quin, Shannon and Walsh - 10. 

Against: - Messrs Brennan, Cooney, Culleton, D' Arcy , 

Gibbon, Hall, Hayes, Meyler, Murphy, o 'Ryan, Smyth and the Chair­

man - 12. 
a:g.g Mr Clince 

Mr Roche/(~)were not present when poll was taken. 

The Chairman declared the mot ion lost. 

DUNCANNON HARBOUR 

Under date 24th September, 1931, the secretary and General 

Manager to aterford Harbour Commissioners rote stating that in 

reply to the resolution of the County Council he as asked to 

point out that the Commissioners did not charge harbour dues at 

Duncannon to fishermen. The Council might not be aYiare that 

there was ample water for the fishermen at the outside pier ~ 

harbour, but, of course, there is not and never had been at tre 
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inner harbour which the fishermen use. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of y~ 

Corish seconded by Mr Hall: - "That the Minister for Fisheries 

be asked if, in view of the fact that Wexford County Council 

have to maintain ])mcannon pier, while the dues thereat axe 

taken by Waterford Harbour Commissioners, what steps should be 

taken by the County Council to compel the Harbour Commissioners 

to have the harbour (inner and outer port ions) properly dredged. 

"That the County Surveyor be directed to carry out the 

necessary work of point ing at Duncannon harbour for the conven­

ience of the fishermen." 

TF.!E TAKING OF GRAVEL FROM ROSSLARE FORESHORE. 

The follOWing under date 24th september, 1931, (M.S.1447) 

was read from the ::Department of Industry and Commerce (Transport 

and Mar ire Branch) -

"I am directed by the Minister for Industry and Commerce 

to state that it has been reported to the Iepaxtment that John 

Barry, Woodto n, Rosslare, has recently removed gravel from 

the foreshore at Rosslare in contravention of the Prohibitory 

Order. On the 11 th instant Barry was observed drawing the 

gravel from the seashore to the Golf Links where about three 

tons of the material. had been heaped - apparently taken from 

the shore. It would appear that the gravel is required for . 
road repairing in the locality. 

"The !epartment will be glad to be int ormed as to any 

action taken by the County Council in regard to the matter." 

The following resolut ion was adopted on the motion of the 

Chairman seconded by Mr Sb.annon:- "That the Department of 

Industry and Conmerce (Transport and Marina Branch) be 1nf or~d 

that the County Council gave no instructions to any Road Con­

tractor to take material from Rosslare foreshore Since the 

issue of the Prohibitory Order. II 
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NEN ROSS BRlroil,; /9 
Under date 26th September, 1931, the following was read 

from the Secretary, Kilkenny County Council:-

"With reference to your communication of the 14th ult., 

relative to formation of Committee for inppection of Ne Ross 

Bridge, I desire to state that the County Council, on the report 

of the County Surveyor, decided at quarterly meeting on the 

21st instant there was no necessity for the inspection proposed. 

The County Surveyor is satisfied only minor repairs are required, 

and arrangemants for the carrying out of same ill be completed 

wi th your County Surveyor in due course." 

Mr Walsh proposed and Mr Cooney seconded the follo ing:­

"That before any structural alterations be carried out at 

New Ross Bridge the services of an Engineer familiar ith this 

class of work be obtained to examine and report on the condition 

of the structure." 

After some discussion this motion w as ithdraJrn and it was 

agreed that the County Surveyor prepare detailed report on the 

condition of the bridge and that it be inspected by the members 

of Wexford County Council appointed on Joint Committee, the Co . 

Surveyor to arrange far date and hour of inspection. 

OLD AGE PENSION ACTS - SUB-COMMITTEE NO. 1 
-------------------------------

Under date 24th September, 1931, Miss Margaret Stafford, 

Baldw1nstown castle, Bridgetown, wrote that at the meeting of t r.e 
No.1 Sub-Committee held on 23rd September, 1931, she had been 

appOinted Clerk to fill the vacancy caused by the de~th of her 

father. 

MOUNTAINMUCK LANE 
--------------

A Memorial as read from a large nunber of ratepayers 

asking the Council to put in repair Mountainmuck Lane, about one 

mile in length, and leading from Lambstown Road No. 610 to Bal-

linclay road. If this were done it would enable them to miss 

the hill of Ballinclay and ould give them a level road to draw 
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beet to Killurin Railway St.ation and also for drawing heavy 

loads from Wexford Town. 

Mt Birthistle, Assistant Surveyor, reported that this 

lane joined t he two public roads 610 (C) and 622 (C). It 

was about three-quarters of a mile in length and was used 

largely by the farmers in and around Ballinclay. For the 

greater part of its length it is 11 to 12 feet wide between 

the fences. The cost of drainage and surfacing where ne-

cessary would amount to in all £BO. 

iss O'Ryan said the people concerned ould be illing 

to do a certain amount of work. 

It was decided to refer the application to the November 

meeting of the County Council for consideration ith Road 

Estimates. 
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THE PL lOOT OF AGRI CUL TORE. 

The following report was sUbmitted:-

"In connection with the resolution of the Wexford County 

Council on 14th september, 1931, to appoint a deputation to 

wait on the President of the Executlve Councl1 to submit re­

commendatlons in rellef of the present plight of agrlculture, 

the members of the deputation met on 19th September, 1931, in 

County Council Chamber, Wexford, to draft these recommendations 

for submlsslon to the meetlng of the County Councl1 on 2tlth 

September, 1931. 

Mr M. Doyle (Chairman Co. Council) presided and there were 

also present:- Messrs R. Cor ish , T.F. D'ArCy, and T. McCarthy. 

(Mr Roche would have been present but hls motor car broke down ) 

'!he secretary to the County Council was also ln attendance. 

'!he deputation deslre to point out that the posltion of 

agriculture, within livlng memory, has never been so bad. While, 

unfortunately, it grows worse dally. For everythlng the farmer 

has to sell he is receiving a poor price whiCh is steadily drop­

plng. His overhead charges are considerably hlgher than pre­

war hile hls household and other expenditure has gone down by 

very small measure. only. 

The purChasing power of his blggest customer is greatly 

reduced and wl11 further decrease ln the near future. 

The mere mention of a Tariff for Great Britaln 111 send 

into that country collosal cargoes of dumped food supplles from 

abroad while the Russian Five-Year Plan is responsible for 

rushing the price of corn down the Slippery Slope. 

Disaster succeeds disaster for the tillage farmer. The 
~ 

only crop for WhiCh an increase of price is antiCipated is po-

tatoes but this Wil~ean very little :~Wing to poor yield and 

the unceetaln condition of the crop. 

We are bewildered. The world is bursting with maIey tho' 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



it would seem the richer the couhtry the more extended the 

bread line. 

If the farmer, especially the tillage farmer, be driven 

out of business the country perishes. 

He is looking for help and guidance and unless something 

is done for him very soon he 1s bound to drop out - or fall into 

suCh despair as will sap his energy and efficiency. 

The County exford farnsr has been badly hit in every 

. phase of his activities and so far not oX):} bright spot can be 

seen on his hor izon. 

We would urge on the Goverment:-

(1) The necessity for the imposition of tariffs on all 

Agricul tural produce gl)own in sufficient quant1 ty by our own 

people. 

(2) A tax on luxuries on an Afalorem basiS. 

,(3) The complete de-ra.t1ng of agricultural land. 

(4) The appo1ntment of a Comm1ssion to deal with food 

prices. The farmer fails to understand hy portion of the .. 
extraordinary drop in/prices has not been passed on to the 

consumer. The difference bet en What the farmer receives 

and what the consumer pays runs into hundreds lit per cent 

for many articles. According to the Sunda¥ Times baker's 

bread 1s 4d per 2 lb loa! in many parts of Ireland, While it 

is retailed in London for 2t<J,! When a farmer sells a load 

of vegetables he usually does not receive half of What con­

suroors have to pay. 

No one would object to a reasonable return for retail-

ers but there is evidence of profiteering 1n several d1rections. 

(5) Someth1ng should be done to straighten out the trans-

port muddle. The decision of the Great Southern Railways to 

close do n a number of branCh lines w1ll react, most unfavour­

ably, on agr1cul ture, injuring, if not actually w1ping out, 

prominent fairs and markets. 

Then as regardS freight charges Which are almost prohib­

itive the motto of the Railways appears to be to put on traffic 
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every penny that can be squeezed out of it - never to take the 

long view either industrially or nationally. 

Something should be done by Government to see that Rail­

ways are run in the real interests of the Country. 

Recently some freights, respecting agriculture, have been 

reduced but essentials axe not touched and the charges for these 

continue entirely unwarranted. 

Some popular and easy method of investigation and amend­

ment of freight charges and for their proper publication should 

be devised. Lists should be available in rural post off ices. 

The poor farmer looks now for help and assistance. He can 

do very little tmmediately for himself and immediate relief is 

imperative. 

A few days ago the New Minister for Agriculture in Hungary 

arranged for measures to assist the small farmers, hose si tuatioo 

has become serious owing to the catastrophic harvest. The price 

of wheat for sowing will be reduced, and farmers owning less 

than twenty acres ill be provided by the Government with seed 

and given a year's credit. 
. 

The Government will also extend its poor relief during 

the coming winter. In addi tion to these measures the city 

authorities are preparing to raise the number of free meals to 

60,000 a day. 

It Will thus be seen that other Governments axe directly 

assisting their people. 

The members of the deputation deSire to put before the 

President aDd the V~nisters for Finance and ima Agriculture 

the recommendations made in this Report," 

Miss 0' Ryan said the question of the curtailment of 

National expenditure was considered B,t last COunty Council 

meeting, and it was the strongest point made - the curtail­

ment of expenditure. The pOints in the report were excellent, 

but they do not altogether ork for a definite solution, and 

unless national expen4i ture is cut down, how were they going 
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to save money? One of the things recommended by all sens1ble 

people 1s that expend1ture should be brought down to the sarr.e 

level. That is only g01ng to provide ' for the very poor, and 

there 1s no reason why some people should have all and others 

none. I w111 not, said Miss 0' Ryan, agree to the recomnend­

at ions go1ng through unless you add the pOints about the re­

duction 1n the expenditure. 

secretary - What is before you is the unanimous opinion of 

the conmittee. As to the question of the reduction in the 

national expenditure we could not get a unanimous vote at the 

Committee, §Ild it was decided to let the County Council deal w11h 

that pOint. 

Mr Cooney - I thought with all the wailing here at County 

Council neetings as to the condition of things that there would 

never be any necessity :bIX to tax luxuries. I thought people 

had not enough to eat and drink, not to talk about luxuries, 

and you are no bringing on the question of tax1ng them. fou 

are blOWing hot and cold. 

iss O'Ryan said the farmers were taking up the question 

of the bacon trade, and the farmers of the Co. extord were 

sending up a deputation this week i th representatives from the 

Wexford Co-operative eat Supply , in which almost every farmer 

in the county had shares, looking for a tariff on bacon. 

Mr Roche - The question of national expenditure should 

be the first item to claim attention and instead of putting it 

at the end, it should be the major point. It is a big question 

for the country at the present time. These things will come 

along atter ards, b~t we should see to this particular point as 

to the curtailment of national expenditure first. 

Chairman - Ho are .. e to go into the details of that 

question now. If the national expenditure is to be curtailed 

we would want a week to go into the details as to curtailment. 
( 

I think: myself you might leave over that for legislation and . 
stress the major portion in the recommendations. 
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Mr RoChe - The Minister may ask you as to ho the money 

for entire de-rating is to be supplied and to combat that our 

opinion here is it should come from a curtailment in the nations[ 

expenditure, which should give relief to the farmers as to rates. 

Miss O'Ryan - That ia a very vexed questiom and there is a 

party in this assembly, no have always held that the only ay of 

raising the money for de-rating is by the retention of the- land 

annuities. If you want it included in the report you must also 

take our solution as to the means of finding that money: other-. 
ise we talre objection to that part icula·r point. 

Mr Walsh - Wouldn't it be easy to ask the Government to 

reduce the national expenditure by ten per cent ? 

Chairman - If you started on a certain percentage it would 

be all r~ght, but you must have a cut in all national expenditure. 

Mr Corish - It reads all right, but hen it comes do n to 

the bottom dog, he Will have to pay his share. 

our that. 

I would not fav-

Mr Gaul - It strikes me that the whGle question hinges 

around a reduction of the labouring man's salary here and I obj3ct 

to the hole report no . 

Mr D' Arc:y - The labouring man baS no salary. 

iss O'Ryan - I would have 50 per cent reduction on a man's 

sal ary of £1,000 per year. There is no reason Why people should 

go around "lording itll on £1,000 per year, while other people 

axe hungry. I would have no reduction in wages. 

r Cooney - Take the Post Office officialS, who axe after 

getting a cut already, you don't want to give them another five 

per cent cut? They are living on a starvation wage at the pres­

ent time and nobody can say that the post office officials or tie 

other civil ervants are getting a decent salary. 

Mr D' ArCY - What is the cost of the 1 iving bonus now ? 

r Cooney - The cost of 1 iving will go up now because of 

higher prices. 

Mr Roche proposed that they recommend all salaries over 

£750 per annun to be reduced by 20 per cent, that salaries from 
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£500 to £750 be reduced by 10 per cent, and salar1es from 

£500 down to £150 be reduced by 5 per cent. 

Mt D'Arcy seconded. 

Col. Gibbon - Has the Comm1 ttee any information as to 

what the whole sav1ng will be on the cuts ? How much is it 

g01ng to relieve taxation or w1ll it relieve it a.t all? I 

don't think the reduction of salaries by 5 or 10 per cent is 

going to g1ve a huge amount of money. If you get the Govern­

ment I:epartments to amalgamate offices you might have a- saving 

and-

Mr Corish - More unemployed on the street. 

Col. Gibbon - The Government axe asking you to increase 

production, but how can you do that without capital. The banks 

have raised the bank rate to a very high figure and 1f there is 

going to be heavy taxation where has the farmer the opportunity 

to find money for increased production which means capital ? 

You have got somehow, or other, to find out Where cuts are to 

be made. At the last meeting of the County Council it was 

suggested that the Government should be pressed to set up an 

economy -committee to act urgently and see how Ireland will 

best benefit out of the world economic position that has arisen 

and as to what steps could be taken to cut down taxat ion and 

increase production in Ireland. I certainly hold still that 

the Government ought to set up a very _ strong committee to reduce 

ruthlessly , where savings could be effected, and reduce taxation 

in the Free state. 

Miss O'RYan - There is an economy committee that is rep­

resentative of every party and makes recommendations from time 

to time and pOints out what they regard as high expenditure. 

_ Col. Quin - In all these economic proposals the committees 

want to cut down everybody's pa¥, but their own. What about 

giv1ng up our travelling expenses for coming here, to the Gov­

ernment, in order to help the farmers? That will sho e 
) 

are really honest. 
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Mr Cooney - I wonder d1d Col. Quin give up his travelling 

expenses to the Government when he was in the Br it ish Army? 

r D' ArCY - Why did the Government cut Col. Quin 10 per 

cent 1n his pay ? 

Col. Quin - Because they were able to, and we could not 

fight it. 

Mr D' Arcy - That is what we axe on here today. 

Chairman - In connection With Col. Quin's proposal, for 

all that some of us get we might very easy hand it over. This 

travelling allowance is not coming from the Government - It is 

coming out of the local rate. 

Mr Murphy - There is nothing to stop Col. Quin in not 

taking his own expenses. 

The Chairman asked the members to give their attention 

7 

to Col. Gibbon's suggestion as to the setting up of an economic 

committee by the Government. 

Mr Coriell - I am inclined to agree with the vie put f or­

waxd by Col. Gibbon, or a certain port ion of it. He stated 

there ought to be a committee set up to watCh the world situation 

at the moment, and see hOlf this country could benefit by it. I 

think that is the best thing to do. If the British Government 

go to the country on tariffs, it will benefit this country, for 

if tariffs are imposed in England, it would do as muCh good, if 

not more good, as tariffs in Ireland. I think, however, it is 

a great mistake to be tinkering over the question by the cutting 

of Salaries, for what they would gain by it ould only be inf in-

itesimBl. e should approach it from the point of view suggest-

ed by Col. Gibbon, and I think it is a great pity, Without mean­

ing any offence to Mr Roche, that a fantastic resolution shoUld be 

introduced in a report of this kind. We should look for some­

thing more than interl6.ering i th people's salaries. Supposing 

the Government did agree to cutting salaries, are they not en­

titled to presume we are satisfied then, apart altogether from 

any pOSSibility that the country mIght not be anything better off ? 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



I don't like raising the question of land annuities, con­

tinued Mr Corish, but I believe the time has arrived when 

negotiations could be carried out with a view of getting 

more easement. After all, war debts have been investiga.ted 

allover the world between different countries, and surely 

this debt is one the Irish people have a right to see to. AS 

far as I am concerned, if this committee (County Council'S) 

is going to Dlblin to ask for a cut in salaries, I absolutely 

refuse to go . 

. Mr Roche - In reply to Mr Corish, I might say it was 

ment toned here that there has been a coromi ttee set up by the 

Government, as suggested, and nothing seems to have come from 

it, and now we are told OUX only hope is that times may be bet­

ter in future,arising out of some financial position in EnglaDd. 

That idea seems to be held in this country for a long time, and 

you are told every year you will be better off next year. Some­

thing else may arise now , and for that reason, I think it is 

gone beyond the time for setting up a Committee. people are 

so badly Circumstanced that trnzmdiate action and nothing else 

is of any use. A cut in the Salaries and expenditure would 

give them a quarter of a million towards de-rating, the amount 

necessary to secure the entire de-rating of agricultural land. 

Mt Corish - Does Mt RoChe seruously suggest that £250,000 

. is going to solve the problem in this country. If we are gOing 

to the Government i th such a recommendation as the adjustment 

of salaries to give us £250,000" in relief, they are entitled 

to assume that it is going to settle the country's difficulties. 

Mr Roche - They are not. 

Mr Corl1sh - I say they are. 

Mr Roche Said this was only one of the things, and it ould 

amount to something. :a.'Ven if it as only a quarter of a millicn 

if applied to the reduction of r~s,it would be of some benefit. 

Mr Dt Arcy said that at the meeting of the Committee he 

stressed the pOints of national expenditure, and of Salaries 
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being on a ax ba$is. Everyone was aware that the farmers 

could pay 20s . easier in the war period than 5s . today . He 

did not see ho any sound reasoning person could say there was 

no need for a reduction of salaries . 

. Mr Cummins expressed the opinion that the deputation to 

the president would come back as the deputation which waited 

upon the Minister for Agriculture at Enniscorthy did - with 

nothing . He regarded the country today as a lot better off 

than that day fortnight hen they discussed the position. They 

should take advantage of that. He gave them the remedy for 

the state of affairs through hich they had been passing; he 

would gi va it again, although they migb. t have laughed at it 

before , people would come out before twelve months at whom they 

ould not laugh . Before the Government came into power and 

in the days of the Irish Parliarrentary party Ireland' s claim to 
million 

the repayment of tne three or four/poundS paid to Britain in 

over- taxation was voiced. Today there was not a , word about 

it . Mt Cor ish had suggested that the question of the payment 

of the land annuities should be gone into . Why did not Mr 

Corish as a member of the Dail raise it? He (Mr CUnmins) 

believed that the Free state was being robbed of this money. 

Why should the Free state be sending their land annuities out 

of t he country when Northern Ireland were i thholding them? 

There was no legal or moral obligat iot n the Free state to send 

that money out of the country . 

COl . Gibbon said that what they wanted as urgent action 

at the moment. To cut down salaries as proposed by Mr Roche 

ould take time and would have to be rigidly inquired into. There 

were also certain agreem~in force Which would have to be 

considered . The proposal ould have to ~e considered by the 

Dail and it could not be dealt with by a stroke of the pen. 

He did not think that the saving suggested in Mr Roche ' s pro­

posal would sufficiently help the farmers and the nation at 

the mon:ent . 
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He regarded it as a drop in the ocean. His proposition 

as that a national emergency committee be set up represent~ive 

of all paxt ies in the D:Lil, not to sit down and take publ ic 

evidence like commissions, but that they be given very drastic 

powers of recommendation Which would be laid before the Dail 

by the Government suggesting curtailments in national expend-

i ture With a view to reducing taxation and in order to provide 

a greater amount of money and to increase production. Increased 

production, which was asked for, was certainly the vi tal 

thing at the moment if the country were to take advantage of 

the rise in prices, which was bound to cone from the present 

situation. Further to the reduction of national expenditure 

and to provide for increased production the committee should 

be asked to indicate the steps to be taken so that the country 

could benefit from the international crisis. 

Mr Corish said that When COl. Gibbon first spo~ he made 

the suggestion that a committee be set up to watch develop­

ments in the present f inancial situation so that advantage 

could be taken of them. Col. Gibbon was now going further 

by talking of setting up a committee wgich whould insist upon 

drastic economies. He CMr Corish) was totally opposed to 

that. He knew the kind of committee that ould be set up . . 
Economies by way of reductions of salaries would mean that 

it would eventually strike at the wage earners, and the sav­

ing that would be made would not be of any material advantage 

so far as relief was concerne d. There was a splend.id future 

for this country if only the Government took advantage of 

the situation that was prevailing. Whilst the £200,000 

mentioned as likely to be saved by a reduction in salaries 

would be welcomed, it would be only as a drop in the ocean, 

and the position of the cotmtry would be as bad as it no 

was at the end of twelve months. While he as prepar4d to 

admit that the farmers, particularly the tillage farmers, 

were in a bad way, would the council, be in favour of in-
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cluding in the recommendations that a tariff be placed on 

agricultural machinery. 

Mr CUmmins - Why not ? 

Mr Cor ish said a tariff was due to the urban areas of 

exford. If the farmers of Ireland purchased Irish made 

j/ 

agricultural. machinery there would be £300,000 more morey 

Circulated in Co. Wexford, a great deal of Which would go to 

Wexford town, Where the famers could be provided with a 

good outlet for their produce. 

Mr D' AXcy said the question of a tariff on agriCultural 

machinery was a very "touchy" ore and went on to allude to the 

effect a tariff would have on the price of binders sold in 

Ireland. 

Mr Corish, intervening, said that Mt D'Arcy was talking 

nonsense, as he did not mean asking for a tariff on articles 

whiCh were not made in the country. 

Col. QUin commented .that the proposal that they should 

watch the situation was a very nice proposition, but a vague 

one. He did not see what good could come from it. 

Mr Corish said they had heard a great deal about Im­

perial preference and the unity of the Empire, What should 

be done, in his opinion, was that president Cosgrave who had 

been advoca,ting the support of Irish manufactured goods, should 

go further and try to get into touch with the British Govern­

ment and see that Danish produce was kept out and Irish produce 

given the preference. 

Col. Gibbon said he ould certainly be in favour of a 

prohibition on butter imported into the country, and they could 

keep it out by producing butter themselves all the year rounq. 

Miss O'Ryan said that they were producing bacon all the 

year round, yet they had bacon coming into the country. 

Col. Gibbon further stated in regard to the different 

suggestions that ere made a commission should be set up, rep­

resentative of all the parties in the Dail, so that hen their 
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findings came before the ~il there ould be a prospect of 

t:p.eir acceptance, and not made a party question, hich as not 

,good enough in the present situation. 

Mr RoChe said that statistics showed that over-production 

was the cause of the existing situation. 

Mr Hall said if they adopted Col. Gibbon's proposition 

it would mean increased expenditure. They had too many com-

mittees set up, and there was no results from them. Even 

when the cost of these committees were as1red for the information 

was not given. The adoption of Col. Gibbon's proposition 

would mean creating more officers and officials. Mr Cummins 

made the remark that the country had improved during the past 

two weekS, but he (Mr Hall) did not kno ho it had improved. 

Mr Cummins - Your £ is worth 20s. 

Chairman - Not everywhere. 

r Cummins - It's worth it here. 

Mr Hall - I find that every article the farmer has to 

pay for has gone up 10 per cent since this day fortnight, but 

the price of anythigg he produces and sells hasn't increased 

one penny. e are promised there will be an increase, but 

we are being made promises for a goOd many years, and so far 

they have not materialized. We are promised that Ireland ill 

benefi t from a tariff in England. e should depend on <bur-

selves, and we should be capable enough to do that. 

The Chairman suggested in order to shorten the discussion 

that if the draft recommendations were adopted by the council 

the pOints raised in rega.rd to 'the curtailment of national ex­

pendi ture could be raised when the deputation went to the 

Government. They could also, if they Wished, embody that in 

the draft recoIlm9 ndat ions . The steps taken in England were 

equiva.t.9llt to putting on a tariff so far as the European . 
countttes were concerned. 

Mr J. Murphy - Our chief competitors are the Danes, and 

they are not affected by the fall in the £ as they are off the 

gold standard. 
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On the suggestion of Mr Cooney, Mr Roche agreed to 

amend his proposition that the curtailment of 5 per cent in 

salaries should apply to £200 and upwards, instead of £150 

and upwards. 

Mr Murphy - Isn I tit a fact that e are pay ing very 

big pensions to ex-judges and others? Must we continue 

that ? 

Mr Corish - e should pass a resolution calling our­

selves Dail Eireann and have done with it . 

Miss O'Ryan said she thought that the recommendations 

of the Committee woUl d include the curtailra:3nt of all payment s 

including those !hich cane under the financial agreanent. 

Mr Roche - I am sat isf ied to have Mr bbJrphy' s suggest ion 

embodied. 

Col. Quin - Pensions have been cut down in England. Why 

should they object to them being cut down here ? 

In view of the suggest ions made Mr Rocl:e then al tered 

his resolut1on to read as follows: - "We recomnend that all 

salaries and pensions over £750 per annUli be reduced by 20 
down 

per cent; from £500 to £750 by 10 per cent and from £500/to 

£200 by 5 per cent and that this proposal be embod1ed w1th the 

draft recomnendat10ns made by the County Council Committee. 

Mr D'MCY seconded. 

A poll was then taken on the motion with the following 

resm t:-

For.;- Messrs Brennan, Cooney, Culleton, D'Arcy, Gibbon, 

Hall, Meyler, Murphy, O'Ryan, Quin, Roche, Smyth, alsh and 

the Chairman - 14. 

AS~1~st:- essrs Annstrong, Clince, Colfer, Corish, 

GaUl, McCarthy, 0' Byrne and Shannon - 8. 

N~ssrs Cumm1ns and Hayes (2) d1d not vote. 

The Chairman declared the mot10n carried. 

}{~ Hall proposed and Col. Quin seconded the adoption 

of the draft recommendations of the comni ttee. 
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A poll was then taken on the motion the follo ing 

being the result:-

EQt : ~ Messrs Brennan, Cooney , CUlleton, D' Arcy , 

Gibbon, Hall, eyler , Murphy , O' Ry-an, QUin, Roche , Smyth 

and the Chairman - 13 . 

Against:- Messrs Armstrong, Colfer , Corish, Gaul, 

O' Byrne, Shannon - 6. 

Declined voting:­

and Walsh (4) 

"essrs Cummins , Hayes, 11[cCarthy 

r Cl ince (1) as not present hen poll as taken. 

Mr Corish said he was in favour of the recommendations 

but in consequence of the adoption of Mr Roche~s proposal 

for a cut in salaries and pensions he voted against t hem . 

The Chairman declared the mot ion carried. 

Atter some further discussion Mr Corish asked that 

his reSignation from the Comm1ttee be accepted. 

On the mot i on of Mr D' Arcy se conded by Mr Murphy 

the name of Mr Cooney was added to the deputation Comrni ttee 

v1ce Mr Corish . 

MOUNTGARRETT BRIDGE ----_. --------
The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr- o 'Byrne, seconded by Mr. Hall:- "That the seal of the 

Wexford County Council be at t ached to the agreement between 

Patrick Forrestal, Rosemount, New Ross, Caretaker Mountgarrett 

Bridge, and also to the agreement between Thomas Doyle and John 

Doyle, Kylemore, County Kilkenny, Assistant Caretakers Mountgarrett 

Bridge.' 

--------------~~ ~ 

\ 
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