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WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL 

MEETING 8:th OCTOBER, 1934. 

MIN UTE S - - - - ..... - -

County Hall, N.J. FRIZELLE, 

WEXFORD. Secretary,Wexford County Council. 
l 

"H""""""""~n""""""""" 
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The monthly meeting of the Wexford County Council was held 

in County Council Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, on 8th October, 

1934. 

Present,Mr. D. Allen (Chairman) presiding, also Messrs. 

James J. Bowe, Patrick Colfer, John Connors, R. Corish, 

Christopher Culleton, William Cullimore, John Cummins, John Day, 1 

Michael Doyle, Col. C.M. Gibbon, W.P. Keegan, John P. Kelly, 

William Kinsella, T.J. Maylor, Thomas McCarthy, Philip Murphy, 

Sean O'Byrne, iss N. OJRyan, Col. R.P. Wemyss Quin, 

Michael Redmond, Patrick Ronan, Malachi Sweetman and 

James E. Walsh. 

The Co. Secretary, Assistant Secretary, Co. Surveyor, 

Co. Solicitor, Rates Inspector and the five Assistant Surveyors 

were also in attendance. 

The Minutes of last meeting were read and considered. 

PAYMENTS 

Treasurer's Advice Note for £20,003:ll:ld was examined 

and signed. 

THE LATE MRS. BIRTHISTLE 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Col. Q,uin seconded by the Chairman: ... "That the following 

letter from Mr. J.F. Birthistle, Assistant Surveyor, in 

acknowledgement of vote of condolence adopt~d to him in the 

death of his Mother be inserted on to-day's meeting:- ~/ 

IJPlease convey to the Wexford Co. Council at their next 

meeting my sincere thanks for their kind expression of 

sympathy on the death of my Mother. 

"To yourself and the staff I also wish to offer my 

gratitude." 

THE LATE MR. JOHN JOYCE.BUTLERSTOWN CASTLE. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. Cummins seconded by Mr. Kin8ella:- "That the following 

letter from Mr. Wm. Joyce, Croase, Cleariestown, in 

acknowledgement of vote of condolence by County Council in 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



the death of his brother John Joyce, Butlerstown Castle, 

Broadway, be inserted on the Minutes of this day1s meeting:­

"I am very grateful to the Co.Council for having so 

graciously passed a vote of condolence with me and the other 

members of the family on the death of my brother John. 

lilt is a great assuagement of sorrow to receive such great 

kindness from his acquaintances, and especially from your good 

self and the County Council. 

II Will you be good enough to convey to the Council on 

behalf of myself and the other members of the family the 

expression of our great gratitude." 

CONFIRMATION MINUTES OF FINANCE COW~ITTEE 

MEETING 24th SEPTEMBER, 1934:- The Minutes of Finance 

Committee in respect of this meeting were submitted as follows:-

d 

4/ 
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The fortnlghtly eeting of Finance Commlttee was held 

ln County Council Ohamber, Oounty Hall, exford, on 

21st September, 1934. 

Present:- Messrs. P. Oolfer, • Doyle, .P. Keegan, 

J.P. Kelly and lss O'Ryan. 

The Seoretary, sslstant Secretary, Oounty Surveyor, and 

the five Assistant Surveyors were also i~ t~~n~~e • . 

On the otion of Mr. Kelly econ ed by Mr. Oolfer the 

chalr waS taken by iss O'Ryan. 

Atter the reading of th inutes and examlnation of 

payments, Mr. Allen, Chairman of the County COUDcl1,attended 

and presided for the re t ot the eetlng. 

The utes of 1 st meeting were confirmed; 

S 

Treasurer's Advice ote for £4,882:10:1d as examlned 

and signed. 

OVERDRAFT ACCO ODATION 

The follow1ng resolution wa adopted on the motion of 

r. Colfer s conded by r. Ke1ly:- "That the Mln1ster for 

Looal Government and Publlc Health be requested to sanction 

extenslon of period of Overdraft Acco odatlon of £40,000 to 

31st December, 1934." 

PART PA NT OF RATES 

Th folIo lng under date 15th September, 1934, (G.l16l741 

34 Loch Garman Fa) a read fro the Department of Local 

Government and Publio Health:-

"In reply to your letter of the 4th 1nst. I am dlrected 
by the lnl ter for Local Government and Public Health to 
state t t he offers no obJectlon to the continuance for 
another year of the system hleh has been 1n 0 eration , by 
hleh, in case where ye 's arrears of rates are due,p rt 

payments are accepted. 

"The Mlnlster is not disposed to agree to extend the 
system further so as to allow of part pay ents where only a 
half year's arrears are due." 

The followlng resolutlon as adopted on the motlon of 

Mr. Colfer, seconded by • Kel1y:- "That the M1nister be 
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ttreque ted to reoonsider his decision as :regarda 

acceptance of part paYment of rates h re only half ye r'a 

arrears are due. The Finance Comml t tee are of op1nlon that 

by dolng so he . ou1d consld rab1y help t.he fln ee , of th 

Counel1 and facl1lt te large numb r ot lndivldua1 r t _ 

payers. It 

It • s d eld d on the otlon 01' Mr. Kelly s cond d 

by )(1 s O'Ry-an that the 11st of outstanding r ,te ln 

Dl trlot 0.12 (Colleotor M. urphy) be referred to 

. K sella, Co. Councl110r, for his observ tlona. 

L 

In conn otlon wlth this matter th oretary read 

extr cte from lnute of Co.Councl1 meetlng of 11th Jun 

1934, s ttin out the qu rries 1n each A slatant 

Surveyorts distrlct in whlch hand-break1ng bad been carrie~ 

out. In oat instances th en were bl to earn 

11 ving wage. 

The Co.Surveyor s ld that *bere possible, fro an 

eonomlc point of vle , hand break1ng carr1ed out,but 

ther ere so e quarrl a in whioh it a lmpos lble. 

r • Colfer s ld he had taken k n lnterest 1n the 

matter ot hand-breaklng partlcul rly for th p t flve 

or ls yeara he wa an advocate for lt, but h had to 
a 

admit t t it was only In/few quarrle wa it fe Blble. 

There were very large n ber of men who co Id not break 

ton a to g but h as of opinion t t in cert 1n 

quarr1e th If Bcab11ng II could be broken by band. Atter 

bla t the "soabllnga" were m1xed with the b1gger 

material and hen fed to the breaker caus d a very big 

delay: in fact where large quant1ty had to b seen to, 

the men w re half 1dle. If there could be an arrange ent 
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by hlch th "scabl1ngs tt could be broken by hand in the 

qu ry t ls as s far the Co ell could go. Of oour e 

the e observation appll d to the r gular wor. of th 

Counoll an not to rellef ant in regar to whlc hand­

bre 1ns, because ot th mploym nt 1 t gav, hould be 

adopted. 

• X egan said that ln regard to the improvement 

ork on the 11yo ne -Gorey Road n bel' ot people 

considered that in order to provide employment the material 

hould have een broken by hand as had happened on a 

previou occa 10n~ H s, ho vel', informed that none ot 

the aterial had been hand-broken; 1t was all done by 

machinery, d by what was de orlbed as the stand 

of. the Council. T is s very unfair when there were so 

many idle men so of the out 0 empl . ent for 

con id ra 1e time. mnere there Wa ount ot 

into to for very a ort tretoh of ro d 

something h uld ve een done to eet the g ner 1 

un mplo t e distriot. 

In reply to the Chairman, the Assi stant Surveyor 

id t ey broke s la.r~ a quanti t of terisl by hand as 

1n other years. They weI' only too anxiou • as they 

r cognlsed ho PI' V 1 nt un 10 ent WaS - to get as 

many me as pos ibl at 0 k. 

The C i an said he a in Dubl reo ntly ohine 

t ork hloh p ov1d d chippings only. 

The Co. Burv yOI' s id t t their· s 0111d make the 

cost gher - 10/- per y d - s 1n t 7/- for 

chipplngs turn d out by the re r. Ja for the 

breaker gave service takln th County a a whole, for 

month. In om quarrle they wore out a eek d ln 

erlogue he had to stop granulating the terisl a the 

Ja which cost 12 set, last d t 0 days only. 
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The follo re 01 tlon s adopted on the otlon ot 

lss O'Ryan condd by Mr. Oolfer:- liThe F lttee 

are s tlsfi d that 0 far a lt can possibly b done the 

Assistant Surveyor have arranged for hand-breaking mater 1 

for roads the quarrle the1r distriot t e suggest 

that for the future soablings· 1n quarrie should be set 

aside and broken by band." 

In reply to . Keegan, the Co. Surveyor said that the 

v r g cost of terlal on the road and II 1 inti s 1/-
per cubic yard. ere blg quantity _a required suoh a on 

Grant Job the cost as about 5/6d per cubic yard a there 

w no double handling. For ordinary road maintenance 

how ver, the men had to bank up the tuff beoause the 

breaker ould probably not be in the quarry at the t e. 

ere working on Grant the turf as it cam fro 

the quarry face fed into the breaker and they aved 1n 

this .ay at lea t 1/- per yard. 

• Keegan ask d if the Co. Surveyor ould agree to give 

men ho would be prep ed to break material at 1/- per cubio 

y d an opportunity of so doing. 

The Co. urv yor said they trl d thi at Carrigbyrne 

quarry and it a8 not atisf ctory. 

Mr. OINeill, Assistant Surveyor, aid the men in 

Carrigbyrne quarry ere never s tisfied. They said that they 

ere not allo~ed enough in the measurement. Although they 

offered to break at 6/6d p r yard the material cost, 7/6d. 

• Keegan said that wa one quarry only. He would like 

to see the offer de 1n a general y and let th men break 

to the s tisfaction of the Co.Surveyor t 7/- per Yard. H 

believed th y would earn plenty of money at it. 

Mr. O' eill said that in Carrlgbyrn t wages orked 

out at 12/- per eak. 

• Ennis pointed out that when men were put into a 
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quarry as uggested by • Keegan th y ran over its face. 

In reply to • Doyle the Co. Surveyor s id that abo~t 

10% of 11 thelr at ri 1 a8 hand-broken. 

Hr. Doyle sald that it the mac~ w re not employed 

the m n orklng at the and the elght or ten men with the 

breaker would be ldle. What er the Councl1 going to do 

about the ? 

The Chairman said that all the Council ishe as to 

have hand-breaking carried out to the tullest capacity 

posslble. 

After further discuss10n Hr. K egan gave notlce of 

motion 8 follows:-

"I 111 move at the me ting at the Co.Councl1 to be held 

on 8th October, 19}4, that the County Councll consider 

proposal to offer to groups of orkmen th opportunity to 

provlde road material in Co. Council quarrles at the same 

price as 1t is produced by machinery, all material so 

produced to be pproved by the County or Assistant Surveyors." 

In conn ction w1 h th matter of employment of men, 

• Doyle sald that for many rea on th Councll should not 

dopt what wa known as the short eek. First at all the men 

would b employed and would not be employed and 1n the long 

run the doption of short e k auld oaUse good deal 

of d1scontent and disorgan1s t1on. 

The Chal agreed and said it would be better to have 

the men orkl g on full t e even 1f they er d1ee ployed \ 

for longer periods. They could oonsider the quest10n at 

disemployment of men who da number of accumulated st ps 

on their unemployment oards. 

r. Doyle entione that at recent meeting of the 

Counell divis10n waS tak n on th1 point and a motion suoh 
I 

a that ment10ned by the Chalr an as not carrl d. 
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O'Ryan considered 1t would be a very dangerou 

proce to u e up 11 Insur ta. It very thing in 

the Une ployment Fund as pa1d out as quiokly a ·1 t oame in 

the fund ould go bankrupt. 

r. Colter pOinted out tnat very t w en ere aft cted 

by thi aooumulation of t ps. Probably only half the 

four or f1ve others. 

. Keegan said t ganger ha. t n or twe 1 v y rs~ 

tamp d he oon 1dere 11, as very unfair that m ho were 

eek1ng mployment for y ars hould not be able to ecure th 

earning of shilling. In the int r time w t ese 

gang rs ork1ng by themselves on the roads, when they drew 

o ly labo art wages. 

Th Co.Surv yor said that sary in a large 

n bel' of cs es to retain t s rvlce of gangers as orkmen 

because t ere w rod and end to be don on the roads, and 

the gangers ere the ost suitable en tor the purpose. 

1ss O'Ryan belle e that for dd Jobs ot this 

de cr1ption it ight be b tter to employ the gangers, but 

here two or three w eks' employment could be off red she 

ould recommend the Co. Surveyor to take on ordinary orkmen. 

Mr. Doyle sa1d this was not done at the present time. 

The Co. Surveyor sa1d he thought the matter as feas1ble 

and he ould ende vour to arrange 1t with the ASSistant 

Surveyors. 

The Chairman sa1d hat the Council were anx10us to gt 

away from wa the d1ss tlsfactlon as toemplo ent wh1ch 

prevailed throughout the county and that when the men were \ 

paid off the ganger were retained. They would get over thi 

diss t1sfaction 1f some sy tem could be devi ed wh reby when 

en ere discharged the gangers would hav also to go, and 

that ne men would be employed to do odd Job • 

K1ss OtRyan said she had no fault to f1nd ith the 

gangers but for the purpose of distributing employment sh 
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would ppe 1 to the Co.Surveyo.r to see that the men who had 

no work should be mployed. 

• Enn1s sa1d that exoept1ng a regard main road work, 

the ganger were not kept on, hen th other en ere 

d1 charged. 

The matter dropp d. 

The Co. urveyor t d tba t in h1 aport to the la t 

mee~ing of Co.Co 011, he had o ere to deal 

lth the running expense ot Crane d Gr b at Courtown 

Harbour. These ould be the extra wage for the H bour 

star and atohman, and Iso to oover purohas of ooal, oil 

and sundries. Ii would ring into th oad or' Sche 

um to 00 e~ these exp naes tor t ext financ1al y ar, but 

h required theutlloz'ity of th Counoil to deal w1th any 

blch oocurred bet een dat of rectlon of grab and 

31 t roh next. 

• Co~fer proposed and • Kelly conded th fo110 1ng 

r solutlon which s adopted:- MThat the Co. Surveyor be 

empo ere to deal 1 th the running expenses of crane and 

bour betw en date when this maoh1nery 

bee e operative up to 31st ch,1935, and that he be also 

mpowered to include in Road arks Scheme a suffioient s 

to cover work1ng of orane and grab at this Harbour for next 

f1nanoial yea:r." 

The Co. Surveyor submitted the folIo 108 at t ment fro 

R.J. Ennis, Ass1stant Suttveyor, reI t1 e to report t t a 

named John Fortune, ombrack, was paid tor 

18th August,1934, alt ough e as not work1n on that daY:-

II John For une, Tombr 0 , was not working on 8 ",urday, 
18th August, the last day of the fortnlght, and as pa1d for 
that day. He spent th daY in Dublin t the league of Youth 
Convention. I have inquired into the tter. T e faot ar 
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"as follo s:- "Fortune did not know till 11 p .m. on Friday 
nlght that he would be absent on the Saturday. He had been 

peaklng to the foreman, John Kennedy, shortly before thls. 

'The Pay Sheets have to be posted in Ballycarney one and 
three quarter hours after the tlme of givlng up ork. On this 
000 sian the foreman did not go home at all after glv1ng up 
work, but went to the Chapel to go to Confesslon. The Sheets 
were partly wrltten out on the Friday nlght, finlshed by the 
toremanls wite on SaturdaY and posted by her. I may say that 
it Is his wife who usually does the sheets as he Is not much 
of a rlter. It ould have been better, ot oourse, It the 
sheets had een brought to the road and verified before 
posting. The foreman assures me, ho ever, that he had no 
reason at all to sUppose t t any of his m n ould be absent. 

As soon as he disoovered his error, Kennedy formed the 
intention of taking th equlv lent amount off Fortune's time 
for the following fortnight. He states he so intormed 
Fortune on the Monday. It 10u1d have been better had he 
written to me at once. I could have rect1!1 d the matter 
1mmedlately. As It happened he torgot to adjust the man' 
time dur1ng the next fortn1ght. There 1s a certain amount 
of excuse for thls as Fortune worked almost all of th1s ~ 
period under another foreman. The matter has been adjusted 
during the present tortnight ending the 15th September. 

• I think 1 t r1ght to ay that tro my kno ledge of the 
foreman, John Kennedy, for the last 13 years I would be 
extremely slow to believe that he would try to PaY anyone 
for tl e which as not worked. He is one of the best en 
in the County to ork himself, and get ark done, but Is not 
much of a olerk. Henoe the m1stake. 

"John Fortune, the man oonoerned has been in oharge ot 
my tar boilers for the past 10 years, is an excellent man 
and not at all the type to look for any money hich he had 
not earned. 

tt I have told the foreman that in future he should po t 
the pay sheets 1n Ferns rather than 1n Ballycarney. ThlS 
111 give him more time to do them on the Saturday." 

K1ss OIRyan said it appe~ed to be rather a loose 

prooeeding on the part of the foreman to allo his i1'e to 

f1nish the clerical ork t hls Sheet as she ould not 

know hether a man 1QS working or not. It as only when the 

thing got noised about that the adJustment was made. 

r. Enni sald that Fortune was only orking with 

Kennedy two day in the fortnight ending 18th August as he 

w s employed for the b lanoe of the period under another 

Ganger. ere it not tor that he oonsidered the adJustment 

ould have been made earller. 

Chairman - Fortune as really pald tor t 0 days for 

which he should not have re.ceived any remunerat10n. As he 
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did not work on the 18th August he as not ent1t1ed to be 

paid for the holyday in the same week , v1z. 15th August. 

fh1 should b arning ' to the foreman in the future 

becaus 1t as only throu him that the Co.Counc1l had 

any mean of knowing ho w re t ork. Hi ( Ohairman I ) 

attention had been drawn to the faot of thi manls absenc 

nd 1t was generally talked about around the country. 

• Keegan asked 1f the foreman ere supposed to be 

orking foremen. 

Oha1rman - Th b1g maJor1ty of them r. 

The Oo.Surveyor aid they were supposed to 

gangers. 

working 

• K egan held t t some of them 1n the di tr1ct d1d 

no ork. 

The Chairman oonsidered that the pOint raised by 

• Keegan could be dealt with at another time. 

iss OIRye,n proposed and • Colfer s conded the 

fo11owing:- "That the attention of John Kennedy, Ganger, 

be drawn to the irregular1ty in the case of payment to 

John Fortun , for 15th August and 18th August, days on 

wh1ch he w s not at work. We cons1der the matter very 

serious but in view of the Statement of Mr. Enn1s, 

Ass1stant Surveyor, decide to take no further act10n. 

e direct the ssistant Surveyor to call the attent10n ot 

the1r Ganger to th1s case and to press upon them the 

nece sity ot exerc1 ing extrem care, 1n the preparation 

ot their pay sheets. N 

Passed. 

Q,UESTIO OF WEEKLY PA NTS 

In reply to the Cha1rman, the Secretary said so far 

as the Co.Oouncil Offices ere concerned, the system of 

eekly payments, taking into account extra clerical 

sSistance, postage etc. would entail an expenditure of t 
Ie at ,£200. 
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Th Co.Sur eyor stated t present 1t took t 0 days 

tor the Assistant Surveyor to check over the fortn1ghtly 

p yments, nd 1t oul b a er10U8 matter 1f they re to 

los two daYs e oh week. 

• Colfer 1d that the men in perm n nt e ployment 

had no grie ance \V tev r s to payments being made fort­

n1ghtly but there w a gr1evance with ~en who first came 

1nto ployment on the onday prev10us to the eeting of 

tb Financ Comm1 t t e. 

After discussion 1ss O'Ryan proposed and • Colfer 

econded the following re olution:- "Th Finance Oomm1ttee 

recogn1se that 1n the c ses ot en entering employment on 

th Monday preced1ng the me tinS of the 1nance Comm1tte J 

there 1s a defin1te grievance regarding the payment of 

ag s they 19ht hay actually completed ark before 

rece1v1ng any remuner tion. To meet such cases the' 

F1nance Comm1tt e recommend the Council to request the 

Min1ster to sanct10n the esta l1sbment of an Imprest A/c. 

up to £50, in the n of th Co. Surveyor. 

Pa sed. 

to allow her to secure H1gher D1plo 1n EdUcation. 

Letters ere re d from James G. Delaney. 50,Parnell 

Street, extord,. Thoma Cull1more, 15, reen Street, 

exford, and .A. urplly, Coolhull, ell1ngtonbr1dge, 

, 
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stating th Y Inten ed to av 11 of Un1vers1ty Scholar hips 

t Un1vers1ty College, Dubl1n. 

DEPUTATION FRO XFORD HARBOUR CO SSIONERS 

Under dat 18th S pte ber, 1934, the Secretary, x:ford 

H rbour Commiss10ner t rote that as regards the proposal 

:for the improvement ot xtord Harbour, a deputat10n from 

the1r Board reoently 1t d on the 1n1ster for Industry 

d Commerce and d1 oussed the finanoial deta1ls. It 

appeared fro observ t10ns de by offic1als during th1 

discussion that th Y oonsid red th looal bod1es w re not 

baoking the soheme to uff101 nt extent in muoh as 

Galway Co.Counc1l er f1nanc1ng their harbour schem to 

the extent of 4d 1n th t. and exford only ld 1n the £. 

The Comm1ss10ners had appointed the follo lng eputation to 

ait on the Co.60unoil to further discuss the soheme on 

the 8th Octob 1',1934:- ssrs. R •. Houston, J.J. Stafford, 

Ald. J. B1111ngton and • S • K arn y. 

The following resolut1on as adopted on th mot1on of 

iss O'R3'an econded by • Colfer:- "That the F1nance 

Co lttee recommend the Co.Counc1l to rece1ve and hear the 

deputat10n from exford Harbour Commissioners 1n regard to 

propo ed provement of exford Harbour." 

ERECTIO 0 FOR EXPL SIVES 

The Co. Surveyor st ted 1t was absolut ly necessary 

that the Council should provide a magazine for the storage 

of explos1ves. The old m1l1tary barr eks in which they 

er t present stor d a about to be closed down and in 

ddition 1t was an unsu1t ble place. Some years ago he had 

pr par d plans for a magaz1n accordIng to at tutory 

requ1rement. At the last meet1ng of the Councll he had 

cons1der d that 1t m1ght be poss1ble to have the magaz1ne 

erected at Kerlogue Quarry, but he bad since oome to the 
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conclus10n that Bally oggan Quarry would be more sultable. 

The obJeotlon to Kerlogue w s that the quarry as near 80m 

hou e and there as good deal of traffl0 at the p~aoe 

1th P ople !klns h In f ot it 

al ost publl0 path y t reo It would oost about £70 to 

prov1d the magaz1n 1n Ballyboggan u ~ry according to 

st dard specificatlon. 

Mr. K 113' propo d and Colfer s conded the 

fo1lo lng resolution:- t the Co. Surveyor be empo r d 

to have erected Ballyb ggan Quarry, aga:altl for th 

stor g ot Co.Councll ~ los1v ,cost not to excee £70." 

Pass d. 

D, :CTlVE GUL T 

Under date 21st September, 1934, the tollo lng r port 

wa r celved from Mr. B1rthiatle, A a1 tant Surveyor:-

IlThere 1s 
Lane) wh1ch 1 

defeot1ve ~llet on above road (Coolcotts 
d1st1nct danger to t e travell1ng public. 

"The oontractor, Patr1ck Devereux, Barnto , wa 
notified b the ganger 1n the Section but has not attend d 
to the tter. 

I hay this day sent ten day not1ce and would like 
to ha e permission from the Council to 1nstitute prooeedings 
if uoh course is found nece sary. 

"Th1 Contractor ras pro ecuted last vlnter, but ls not 
much lmproved. 1t 

The follo lng resolution dopted on th motl0 of 

Ilr. Kelly, s c nd d by tee 1m :- "That • Elgee, 

Co.Sollc1tor, communloat wlth Patr1ck D vereux,Barntown, 

and lnfor h1m that unless he carrl s out the ork ot 

re lrlng defectlve gullet at Coolcots Lane within the t n 

daYs mentloned ln notic g1ven him by 

will be prosecuted." 

LTH BOARD OFFICES. 

• Blrthistl , he 

nder date 20th Sept ber, 19}4, the following lette~ 

v read fro the Co.Burveyor:-

"I t present engaged at measur1ng and prepar1ng 
plans tor the Health Board Oftice in t e shalsea 
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"Pri 0 t the rere o~ the County Buildings. As the Council 
1 aware I have already carried out two exten ive Jo s in 
connection Mlth the alte ation of the 1n u1ld1ng, and I 
ba not received any fees for either of these work. UBuallY~ 
County Surveyor re p ld peroentage on plans of 11k 
nature, nd a the He lth d Office construction 1 
entirely outs1de the Us~ 1 worL pro~e~ to my offioe I ask t t 
I should be allo ed fees for same,and I shall be obli ged 1f 
you 111 brin tna tter before the inanc Co lttee. M 

On the ot1on of lss O'RYan seeonae by e11y, the 

follo ,in r olution ' adopt d: - hat e reoo end the 

Co. Council to agree to payment of fee to Co. Surveyor 1n 

connection with t e ereotio of new office for Co. e ford 

Board of H Ith,v1z. 5 0 oontraot for co pl t d ork of 

hioh 2t, i to be regarded as re atin to plans and 

specifioation .' 

Und r date 20th Septe ber,1934. the tollow1nS report wa 

read fro th County urveyor:-

The oh1nery Over eel.' hae applied to e for a fortn1ght's 
leave of abeena , and as we can now arrange tor the work 
proceeding I have aoce~a to hi request. I now ask for the 
sanction of the Finance Committee to his wages running during 
the o11day period. I wis to pint out t t r. furphy, who 
is a most effioient offioer, is not pa1d for any overt1me, 
though the amount of thi 1n the course of the year ls 
oonsider ble, and I shall have tull particulars for the 
meeting. I may note that '. urphy is always available for 
attending to burried Job , and wor~ing overtime so that 
numbers of other en y not b rendered 1dle; 1n faot h1s 
workinf in this manner is considerable saving to the County 
Funds. . 

On the otion of Mr. Colfer seconoad by r. Kelly, it 

was decided that the application otachinery OVerseer a 

regard fortnight' holidays e greed to. 

I L SCHOOL APPLlCATIO S 

• Elgee, Co. Solicitor, reported that the applic tion 

to oommit the ohild argaret P. C rroll to Industrial Sohool 

w s heard at ew Ros Court on 11th eptember,1934, when it 

wa found th w ge of lilother ere only l5/9d a month and 

there as no one to look after the ohild. The Distriot 

Justice oommitte it to the Industrial Sohool and ordered I 

~1 
\ 

that t e Mother pay 6d a week as from the 1st October,1934. 
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Yr. Doyle proposed ~d M1ss OIRyan second d the follow1ng 

re olut1on wh1ch as adopted:- "The F1nanoe Co 1ttes oons1der 

that the ount of contr1but10n, 1n the case ot 

argaret P. O'Carroll, who was co 1tte to Indu tr1 1 School 

t ew Ros Court on 11th Septe ber,1934, should have been a t 

h1gher r te 1n vie of the fact that the mother 1s rel1eved 

of all respons1bill ty for the ch1ld and 1's ln earning." 

he Insp ator of the .S.P.C.C., ot he intended to 

apply at the children I Court ln xford on 26th September,1934. 

tor the co ltt 1 of· Jame (g d 7t y ar ) and John urphy 

(aged 5 y ars) ,Ballyte1gue, Xl or, to Rathdrum Industrl 1 

School. Th e ere 1lleg1timate ohildren of ry Margaret 

Jlurpby. 

A resolutlon w s dopted direoting 

the applloat1on. 

1gee to oppose 

The Dl tr10t Court Clerk, New Ross, wrote that app11oat10n 

would be made at Ne Ross on 25th September,l934, tor commlttal 

*0 St. 1dan's Industr1 1 Sohool of ry Margaret Anderson, 

ountgarrett, New Ross, aged about 9 years. She was one ot 

f1ve or s1x oh1ldren - none of hom were orklng. Her father 

wa 1 0 unemployed. H1s w1fe dled about a month baok and the 

ohildren ere 10 a wr tQhed conditlon ot poverty. 

It wa declded that the app11oatlon be referred to 

• Elgee, Co.Solic1tor. 

TIPE TER FOR CO. COUNCIL OFFICE 

The Seoretary reported that the typewriter 1n typlst's 

office required rather exten 1v repalr. It had been runn1ng 

tor great number of ye rs and in consequence s Ver 1 p rt 

ould ha e to be replao d. He had recelved quotatlon from 

the Lawson Supply Company, 44, Fleet Street, Dublin, for the 

upply of new L.C.Smith machine at £25 (25 under the listed 

pr1oe). The old maohlne would be talt n 1n exohange and a sum 

of £9 allowed for it. 
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Th Secretary reco ended the purchase of the new 

aoh1ne t £25 the old chine to be repa1red and ret ,t 

b employ d part1cul rly to outting stencils wb10 would save 

e ear and tarot the new ohine to ery oon lderabl 

extent. 

• Kelly propos d and lss otRyan seoonded the following 

resolution hieh \ras dopted:- "That the old typewr1ter in 

County Seer tary's Off1ce be repa1red and retaine and that 

new .. L. C. Sm1 th ohine t £25 be purolla e d ... 
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The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. O'Byrne seconded by Mr. Kelly:- tlThat the Minutes of 

Finance Committee in respect of meeting held on 21st September, 

1934, be received and considered:~ 

PART PAYMENT OF RATES: - The following under date 9th October, 

1934, (G.128018/34 Loch Garman Fa) was read from the 

Department of Local Government and Public Health:-

"I am directed by the Minister for Local Government and 
Public Health to acknowledge receipt of your letter of the 
27th ultimo and to state that in deference to the resolution 
of the Finance Committee he approves of an extension in 
~espect of the current year's collection only of the system 
of part payment of arrears to cases where only a half year's 
arrears are due. The decision on the subject as communicated 
in the final paragraph of the Department1s letter of the 
15th ultimo . may accordingly be disregarded." 

EMPLOYMENT OF WORKMEN: - The Chairman said they had an informal 

discussion at the last meeting of the Finance Committee. He 

expressed the opinion that if a system could be devised by the 

Co. Surveyor whereby all the men in one gang would be laid off 

when funds were depleted, it would be more satisfactory than 

the present system of discharging some men and retaining 

others. A good deal of dissatisfaction arose when three or 

four men out of a gang of twelve were discharged. He moved 

the following:- IIThat it be a direction to the Co. Surveyor 

that all workmen in a particular road section be laid off 

together where feasible and where funds are becoming depleted." 

Continuing the Chairman said men were coming to him 

complaining that three or four were laid off out of one gang 

and he thought that some of them referred to a statement that 

the Co. Surveyor implied that they were the worst men, which 

they resented. Where men were employed over a number of 

years the best system to adopt was to continue them in 

employment while the money lasted and then allow them all to go. 

The Co. Surveyor said that from an examination of the 

records in his office he found that generally speaking where 

two or three men were put off at one periOd, they were not the 

men disemployed at the next stoppage of work. He suggested 
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that he would bring his Record Book of employment to the 

next meeting of the Finance Committee , when the matter could 

be gone into exhaustively. From a discussion he had had with 

the Assistant Surveyors it appeared some men were kept on 

practically all the time because they were specially suited 

for something. It was a very difficult question to handle . 

He and his Assistants did not want to put off any man at all, 

though they were compelled to do so when money was not 

available . Naturally the man who was discharged had a 

grievance against the man kept on. When the Finance Committee 

considered the records he intended to submit to the next 

meeting, they would see that he and his Assistants were doing 

the best they could. Of course there might be a case of real 

grievance but taking it all round he did not see how the 

present system could be changed. 

Col . Gibbon proposed that further consideration of the 

CbAirman l s resolution be adjourned until the Finance Committee 

had had an opportunity of going further into the matter. 

Col . Quin seconded, but the proposal was subsequently 

withdrawn . 

Mr. Keegan asked for an explanation in regard to the 

discharging of a ganger who had nine children and the 

employment of another who had twelve years I stamps . 

The Chairman said that questions of this description 

could be dealt with at the Finance Committee . 

Mr . Doyle said the Co. Surveyor admitted there were 

certain men who were put off, but why should he not change the 

whole number of men. 

The Co. Surveyor said what he meant was that these men 

he referred to were the last to be kept on because practically 

every man was put off at some time ., 

Mr. Doyle said he knew several workers who were employed 

for the full twelve months . 

The Co . Surveyor said what he meant to imply was that 
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while there waS any work these men were not put off. 

Mr. Culleton asked if the Gangers were employed all the 

year round. 

The Co. Surveyor said not all, but some of them were. 

Miss O'Ryan mentioned th8.t at the Finance Committee the 

Co. Surveyor said it would be feasible to put on a man in 

place of the ganger for ordinary work. 

Mr. Kelly said he knew Gangers who had ten or fourteen 

years' stamps and they were never put off. 

Mr. Ronan pOinted out that some men said they were 

always the ones to be dismissed while others were kept on for 

ten or twelve years. The greater grievance was the statement 

that they were disemployed because they were no good, which 

prevented them from getting work with farmers. 

The Co. Surveyor said it waS mentioned that a statement 

had been made that men were no good. If that expression WaS 

used it waS used inadvertently because what waS really meant 

waS that the man disemployed waS not as good or as suitable 

as the man kept on. 

The Chairman deprecated the Council setting themselves 

up as judges of particular men. If they were going to 

advocate the survival of the fittest he did not know where 

it would lead them. 

The resolution waS then put and passed without dissent. 

Miss OIRyan moved:- "That where urgent work is needed 

in a particular area, the Assistant Surveyor for the District 

employ an ordinary worker instead of a ganger for ordinary 

work." 

Mr. Bowe seconded. 

Passed. 

Col. Gibbon said the question of unemployment had been 

coming on at almost every Co. Council meeting since Grants 

had been available and there were always objections to the 

manner in which employment had been given. He thought it 
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might shorten the work of the Council in the future if they 

called a special meeting to consider unemployment for one 

whole day so as to get the matter definitely settled. 

The Chairman said this was a question that they could 

talk over for a week and yet not arrive at a solution. The 

last Council had it under discussion a hundred times and 

could not solve it. 

Mr. C~lleton pOinted out that World conferences had 

also attempted a solution without success. 

HAND-BREAKING IN QUARRIES: - Arising out of Committee the 

following motion of which he had given previous notice was 

moved by Mr. Keegan:-

"That the Co. Council consider a proposal to offer to 

groups of workmen the opportunity to procure Road Material 

in Co.Oouncil Quarries at the same price as it is produced 

by machinery, the material so produced to be approved by 

County Surveyor. 1I 

In moving his motion Mr. Keegan said that a good deal 

of discontent prevailed in the North of the County because 

the Co. Oouncil did not try to meet the prevalent unemploy­

ment by some system of hand-breaking material in quarries. 

When he heard the statement of the Co. Surveyor that the cost 

of quarrying and breaking material ready for the breaker was 

7/- per yard be waS informed by expert quarry-men that they 

would be satisfied to prepare material at this figure to 

the satisfaction of the Co. Surveyor. He (Mr. Keegan) was 

dealing only with the North of the County and was not going 

to dictate to the rest of the County if his proposal did not 

suit them. He suggested that the Scheme he proposed should 

get a trial and that an expert quarryman be put in charge of 

each quarry. It might not be popular with gangers,Assistant I ' 
Surveyors or even some Co. Councillors. But he was putting 

the Scheme forward in the interests of the working men and 

was confident that it could be worked successfully. With an 
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expert quarry man in charge they would be able to turn out 

suitable material and would be keeping the money in the 

Country. What was the good of Grants if they were going for 

imported material and imported machinery. They were always 

calling out for the use of Irish manufacture and they should 

try and keep Irish money for Irish workmen. If the County 

Surveyor,in quarries in which this proposed experiment was 

to be carried out, required fine material there would be no 

objection to the use of machinery to procure it. 

Mr. Kelly seconded. 

The Co.Surveyor said that the 7/- per yard mentloned 

was the average flat rate for all quarries. In some the cost 

was more than this figure and in others less so that if they 

allowed Contractors or workmen who could be regarded as 

little sub-contractors to provide material it is not at 7/­

per yard they would be paid but at the normal cost of 

producing material in that particular quarry. 

-~- -

In reply to the Chairman, Mr. Keegan said his proposal 

included the provision of the necessary tools by the workers. 

Mr. Sweetman pointed out the danger which would be 

caused by the use of explosives under Mr. Keegan's proposal. 

Mr. Kelly said that in the Enniscorthy area there was 

a lexge numbe~ of men who were anxious to get work under the 

Scheme as proposed by ]Ar. Keegan. In Ballagh quarry which 

was situate in a district in which men with large families 

had not obtained any work for the past twelve months there 

was a large amount of scabblings which could be broken by 

hand, and he would be glad if an arrangement in that 

direction could be made. 

Col. Quin said that the old Co. Council had adopted 

several resolutions directing that where possible quarry 

material should be broken by hand and although everyone was 

in favour of it,it was found the men could not make a 

a living wage. 
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Mr. Sweetman said that the Council should be very 

careful as regards putting men in a quarry as a completely 

free unit to use whatever explosives they liked. 

Mr. Doyle thought the proceeding was a very dangerous 

one altogether for the reason that except they had very close 

supervision those people were going to take the easiest 

quarries and the easiest way of getting the stones, and he 

thought it would be a dangerous proceeding to allow 

explosives in the hands of ordinary labourers and ordinary 

gangers. 

In reply to Mr. Corish, Mr. Elgee,Solicitor, stated 

that the Council under Mr. Keegan 1 s proposal would be bound 

to stamp the Insurance cards of the men and they would be 

responsible for any accident which occurred there. The 

Insurance Company would scarcely accept liability unless 

some of the Co. Council officials were in charge of the work. 

Mr. OIByrne wanted to have all the hand-breaking 

possible carried out in quarries but he opposed the proposal 

as he believ,ed it would undermine direct labour system and 

reinstate the contract system. It would also be giving 

away control of the quarries. It would not be possible for 

the Assistant Surveyors to supervise all the small blasts 

under the proposal in fact their whole time would be gone 

looking after this matter. 

Mr. Corish also expressed himself in favour ot all the 

hand breaking of material that was possible, but he believed 

with Mr. O'Byrne if they allowed the proposal of Mr.Keeganls 

to develop, it might be that certain contractors would be 

creeping back into the quarries. He favoured the breaking 

of material by the men without the use of explosives. It, 

under Mr. Keegan's proposal, there was an accident, the 

Co. Council might not be held liable and the dependents of 

the insured man or men who were killed might find themselves 
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without compensation. He favoured continuance of the 

procedure as regards hand breaking which had obtained to 

the present viz., that explosives be used by Co.Council 

officials and the men carry out the hand breaking. Even if 

the latter cost a little more it would be money well spent. 

Mr. Keegan was prepared to fall in with the suggestions 

of Mr. Corish, provided the Co.Surveyor would quarry stones 

at 2/- per yard. The Co. Surveyor submitted reports from the 

Assistant Surveyors relative to haud breaking in the quarries 

of their districts. 

Mr. EnniS, Assistant Surveyor, said he found the 

machine breaking cost on average from 2/4d to 2/8d per yard. 

This included dumping and shifting of stones in a quarry 

as well as breaking. In Kiltrea quarry the average 

earnings of the men were 21/- but as the stones in the 

future would have to be broken finer the earnings would be 

less. In Curraghduff the average earnings were 17/-. In 

Carrigeen, Ballyregan, Killabeg, Rathduff, Cherryorchard 

and Doran's Hill, it was not possible to arrange for hand 

broken material as the cost would be extremely high if the 

men were to have fair wages. 

In Mr. O'Neill's District, it was found impossible 

to break by hand,material in Bridge or Boley quarries and 

hand breaking was not feasible in Ballygarvan, Ballykelly, 

Campile or Grange. In Burkestown, Haggard and Palace all 

the scabblings were broken by hand. Wages on a time basis 

in Burkestown and Haggard were 30/- per week and in Palace 

25/- (Piece work). 

In the district of Mr. Treanor, eight quarries were 

worked. Bally thomas and Ballyellis had all material broken 

by hand. Tara Hill and Clologue were not suitable for hand 

breaking. Some hand breaking was done in Gorey Hill, 

Sell carrig and Carriganeagh. The average earnings in the 

seven quarries in which hand breaking Was carried out 
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was £1:2s. per week. 

The following quarries were worked in Mr. Cullen's 

district:-

Raheenahoun, average earnings 15/-; Tomgarrow, 15/­

Tuberfinnick and Dunanore,' 15/- to 18/-; 

Edenvale 18/- to 22/-; Brownswood and Barmoney £1 to 25/-; 

Carrigbawn 15/-; Ballyvaldon 15/-; Bal1ybuckley and 

Clonhaston, 13/- to 18/-. 

A number of these were found unsuitable for hand 

breaking but in those in which hand breaking Was carried out 

the average earnings was 15/- per week. 

Mr. Birthistle, Assistant Surveyor, reported that he 

had carried out hand breaking in the following quarries in 

his district:-

Trinity, Taghmon, Kilmore and Seaview. The average 

amount earned for the four quarries was 17/- per week. 

Mr. Corish asked was there any possibility of allowing 

a few pence more per yard for han~breaking. He considered 

this would be better than ha.ving money going out of the 

country for years, for stone breakers and other machinery. 

The Co. Surveyor said if they could get an indication of 
Road 

what their/grant would be in the spring they could prepare 

their material 4uring the winter months, but they did not 

get notification until March or April and it delayed their 

work. If they could get an indication of the grant they 

could prepare fifty per cent of the material. 

In reply to Mr. Corish, Mr. Ennis said that generally 

spe~ing, with modern road making, they had very little use 

for hand-breaking. With regard to the cost, if they took 

a steam-rolling job costing £1,000, three miles from a 

quarry, there would be about seven per cent less paid in 

wages when they used a breaker than if they broke by hand. 

Miss OIRyan said that before they could support 
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Mr. Keegan they would want to be very clear as to where 

their respmnsibil~ty as Co. Councillors would begin. Were the 

groups of men to be under some man directly appointed under 

the Council - a deputy surveyor or a ganger or some man of 

the kind? 

Secretary ... Mr. Keegan said he was prepared to accept 

that. 

Mr. Keegan - I did. 

Miss OIRyan - Has the Co.Surveyor any man trained to 

take on a number of workmen for band-quarrying? 

Co. Surveyor ... Of course our gangers are mostly so, 

and we have to have them certified by the pmlice authorities 

before we can give them even 5 Ibs. of gelignite for small 

blastings . 

Mr . Keegan referred to the question of a group of men 

working Tara Hill quarry in charge of an experienced man. 

The Chairman suggested that the stones should be 

quarried by the Co. Council and broken by hand. 

The Co. Surveyor was agreeable to a trial being given 

in one or two quarries, but in regard to Tara Hill Quarry 

he thought Mr. Keegan would find that the men would not be 

able to get out material there without machinery. He 

suggested that tney try Tara Hill . 

Mr. Keegan ... I am prepared to accept Tara Hill - the 

worst in the county. 

Co. Surveyor - It is not the worst. 

Mr. OIByrne asked if the Council were to be 

responsible for the employment of the men. He believed it 

waS going away from direct labour entirely if a group of 

men could decide to go in. If the County Councilor the 

Surveyor could keep control he thought it was a good idea . 

Mr. Culleton - I suggest that the Co. Surveyor try the 

experiment in the four areas. 

Chairman - I suggest that the Co . Surveyor try it in 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



one area first. 

After further discussion Mr. Keegan withdrew his motion 

and proposed instead the following which was seconded by 

the Chairman and adopted:- "That as suggested by County 

Surveyor groups of men be employed for carrying out hand 

breaking at 7/- per cubic yard in the quarries of Belcarrig 

and Tara Hill, the Co. Council to supply tools, gelignite 

etc. the cost of which is to be charged against the quarry. 

That (appr~ximatelY) about 300 cubic yards of material be 

broken in each quarry, the men to be employed by the County 

or Assistant Surveyor and the material to be produced to 

the satisfaction of these officers. In the case of Belcarrig 

a quarry charge of 3d per cubic yard is to be provided for 

out of the 7/- per yard." 

The Chairman said the Co. Council would be responsibl~ 

for the stamping of the ments Insurance Cards during the 

period of the experiment. 

WEEKLY PAYMENTS: - Mr. Culleton stated he raised this 

matter at the previous meeting and dealt with the 

grievances of the workers. In view of the information which 

had been received he presumed he could not bring it any 

further. Was it not possible to provide a subsidiary 

Account? At the present time a man who entered the 

employment of the Council on a Monday only received a 

fortnight's pay after three weeks. 

The Secretary replied that the resolution of the 

Finance Committee asked the Department to allow an Imprest 

Account of £50 to meet such cases. 

WEXFORD HARBOUR IMPROVEMENTS: - The following deputation 

attended from Wexford Harbour Board:- Messrs. R. Houston, 

(Chairman) J. Billington, R. Moran, T.A. Furlong, 

W.S. Kearney and V. Stafford. 

Mr. Houston said that the Co. Council had been good 

enough in March of last year to grant the proceeds of a 
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rate of Id in the £. towards the improvement of Wexford 

Harbour, and of course they were very thankful to the 

Council for that. In order to proceed with the Scheme they 

had an interview with officials of the Department of 

Industry and Commerce who were very favourable to the 

Scheme, but said that the local authorities were not 

backing the Harbour Board strongly enough, inasmuch as 

Galway Co. Council was backing up the Galway Harbour Bill 

to the extent of 4d in the £. Of course, unless the 

Wexford Harbour Board got backed up to a further extent 

than ld. in the £. they would have to drop the scheme 

altogether. They had had the harbour surveyed by 

Messrs. Grantha~ and Son, who were recommended to them 

by the Government as being one of the fmremost harbour 

authorities in England or this country and they had had 

a report from them. Their report was £86,000 for the 

Scheme but the Board were not exactly satisfied with that 
,,'rM "",r... 

and they called in a Dutch firm from Amsterdam made a 
"-

re-survey and had borings taken and the lowest estimate 

from them was £170,000. Having described the proposals, 

Mr. Houston said with the suggested improvements they 

would be able to bring in vessels from 2000 to 5000 tons 

the only kind of craft that it paid to run. This would 

be to the bene~it of the whole community. They asked the 

Co. Council to give them a contribution of 3d in the £. 

which with the assistance of the contribution from the 

Government and Corporation would enable them to carry the 

scheme through successfully. Farmers would gain a great 

deal more by a reconstructed harbour in Wexford than they 

would pay in contributions. A farmer of £20 valuation for 

instance would paY 5/- a year towards the scheme but he 

would Save a great deal more than this by having his 

feeding stuffs etc. imported at a cheap rate and by 

receiving a higher price for the stock sold by him for 

e 
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export. Unless the scheme was carried out Wexford Harbour 

would have to drop back which would be a great loss to the · 

County and to the Country generally. The Harbour Board had 

to discharge their men and at the moment were unable to 

meet their expenses. They had lost to the extent of about 

40,000 tons of cargo a year for the past two years. 

Rosslare Harbour bad gained about 80,000 tons of cargo 

which Wexford should, and would have had, if they had the 

facilities. There was great room at Wexford Harbour for 

development of berths; in fact there was not a ha.rbour in 

Ireland that could be developed to the same extent. 

Mr. Billington said that if the scheme was not 

carried out Wexford Harbour would be closed and imports 

and exports would have to go through another port and 

naturallY this would be Rosslare. If this happened the 

Railway Company which owned Rosslare Harbour could increase 

freight to any figure they desired beyond the present figure 

of 2/6d per ton. Then again the berthage accommodation 

at Rosslare was only capable of dealing with one or two 

coal cargoes at the time. The two foundries in lexford 

which imported between 3000 and 4000 tons of pig iron, 

coke etc. found it took all their time to keep going but 

if they had to use Rosslare port instead of Wexford they 

were certain to suffer. The scheme for £170,000 waS 

recommended by the Government. 

Mr. Houston in reply to the Chairman said he under­

stood that the Government were prepared to contribute to 

the Scheme on a fifty-fifty basis. 

Mr. Furlong said that in order that the Scheme could 

go through it was necessary to have a private Bill passed 

in the Dail. But before that Bill could be framed it was 

necessary the dra,ughtsman should know the amounts to be 

contributed by the Bodies concerned. The contribution by 

the Government WOUld, he believed, be largely influenced 
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by the amount of support the scheme received from the local 

Bodies. The Co. Council, they hoped, would contribute 3d in 

the £. which on the rural portion of the County would produce 

£4452 , and the 1/- in the £. promised by the Corporation 

would bring in approximately £960. 

Mr. Houston said that the Harbour Board would contribute 

according to their revenue as they made it. 

Mr. Furlong said that the prosperity which would come to 

Wexford as the result of an improved harbour would be 

reflected throughout the whole County. 

The Chairman suggested that the Harbour Board should 

prepare a Memorandum outlining the scheme and all the facts 

and figures in connection therewith for circulation to the 

County Councillors. 

Mr. Walsh said they had been told that Wexford Harbour 

could only take a vessel of 300 tons or something like that, 

New Ross harbour could take in a ship up to 1000 tons. He 

was not saying that in a ca.rping spirit with regard to 

Wexford. All the remarks that applied to Wexford Harbour 

would apply to New Ross Harbour - the farmers were also 

benefiting from it - and he thought the improvement of 

New Ross harbour to the point at which it would take the 

tonnage which Wexford would be able to take following 

improvements would cost much less money. 

Chairman - We will consider that, too. 

Mr. Corish gave notice of motion that the matter be 

considered at the next meeting and the Council raise 3d in 

the £. for forty years towards the cost of improving 

Wexford Harbour. 

At the conclusion of the meeting Mr. Corish asked the 

Oouncil to agree to a special meeting that day fortnight for I , 
the purpose of considering the matter. There waS a certain 

statutory period fixed by the Government in reaard to the 

introduction of Private Bills. If they were to wait for the 
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ordinary Council meeting to be held on the second Monday 

in November it would mean twelve months' delay, and the 

Harbour Board wanted to know prior to the 1st November 

what position they were in. 

It was decided to hold the special meeting 'as 

requested by Mr. Corish. 

Mr. Houston returned thanks for the reception of the 
I 

,Harbour Board deputation and the manner in which they had 

been heard. 

MAGAZINE FOR EXPLOSIVES:- The Co.Surveyor asked that the 

site of Explosive magazine should be left open as Bally-­

boggan quarry might not be available. 

Mr. Kelly proposed and the Chairman seconded the 

adoption of the recommendation of the Finance Committee 

with the following addition:-

tllf Ballyboggan Quarry is not available for erection 

of Explosive ~iagazine the Co. Surveyor be empowered to 

select another suitable position." 

Col. Quin was against it. If there was any trouble 

the explosives could be rifled from the magazine and used 

for blowing up bridges. 

The Co. Surveyor said that the magazine would have to 

be erected to the approval of the Government Department 

and it waS not probable they would allow a magazine with 

2000 Ibs. of gelignite to be uncontrolled. 

The resolution as amended was adopted, Col. Quin 

dissenting. 

DEFECTIVE GULLET: - The Co. Surveyor said this gullet had 

been repaired an~ the road taken up from the Contractor 

under the 54 Section of the Grand Jury Act. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. Kelly seconded by Mr. Colfer:- "That the Minutes of 

Finance Committee in respect of meeting held on 21st 

September,1934, as submitted to this meeting be and are 
© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



"hereby approved with any additions which have been made 

to same by resolution at this general meeting of the 

Council. II 

FINANCE COMMITTEE MEETING 5th OCTOBER,1934: - The Minutes 

of Finance Committee in respect of this meeting were 

submitted as followsj-
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Th fortnightly meeting of Flnanoe Committ e was held ln 

Coun~y Counol l Chamb r, County Hall, xford, on 5th Oot~ber, 

1934· 

Pre ent : • D. 11 n (Chairman) pre ins; al 0:-

Me sr • P. Colt r, R. Corl sh, • Culll or, .P. Keegan, 

ean O'Byrn and i o 'Ryan. John P . Kelly, • Kl nsel 

Th 5 or try, As 1 tant S ore t ary, Co. Burv yor, 

Co . Solioi tor and Rat Insp ctor wer' a1 0 1n atten~nc • 

Th Mi nute of last me ting ere oonfi • 

S 

Trea ur r' Advic ot for £5005 : 3:7d 

19ned. 

e 10 d and 

TE COLLECTION 

ST TE OF: The t t ot th Rate Coll otlon to date wa 

submltted as follow :-

N e o~ ' Rate Coll otor. 

S. Gannon (No.6) 
P. Carty 
P. Doyle 
J . Qulrk 
S. Gannon (No. 10) 
J . Cummln 
J. Curtl 
E. J . urpby 
P. Nol an 

• Doyle 
J. D egan 

• Kehoe 
A. Dunne ( 0.15) 

• Cummin 
• Kurp 
• cCarthy 

J. l ood 
A. Dunne (No.13) 
D. K nny 
J . J. Sl nnott 

Percent g oollected 
:1234/,5 Warrant. ' 

xcludins erre rs. 

19 · 4 
16. 5 
14· 0 
13·1 
11.9 
10.2 
10 . 0 
9. 1 
8. 2 
7.1 
7 .1 
7 .0 
6.6 
6.4 
6. 3 
4.5 
4.2 
4 ·1 
3·6 

AVERAGE . • * 
The Chairman al d t t th averag ranged fro 19% 

to 3.6. Th Collectlon 10 ach tol l ow : 

Ros 10.7; Wexford 9.4; Ennl corthy 9·4 and Gor ey 4·4 
p r oent. In his opl nlon a muoh larger amount than £8816 

hould haT been oolleoted lnoe t warrants were 1 ued 

to th Collector. oney would b proourabl much easler 
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no • after bsrv at than at any .other perl od of the y are 

'fh amount coll ct d w 8 very small wh n th ea on ot the 

y ar wa taken to coount . 

H propo ed:- "T t Rat Coll ctor ho have not 

col1 cte at 1 aat 8 .ot th l r warrant xc1u g arre 

hou1d b w ned that th cs Comml ttee .are not 

atl sti ed that they ar echarging th ir duti a in a 

s ti f otory ann r an S oonsi derabl pro ent b 

de y of next F Co i tt e dr tic acti on w11l 

be 1n t Coll ctor who, the opinl on of th 

Co ar not de ling ff l cl ently wi th the i r collection. 

• Cor i h eoonded the otl on wh1ch a adopt d w1th-

out d1 s nt . 

Th tollow1 r ol uti on wa adopt d 0 the ,otl on ot 

th conded by • O' Byrne :- ''that a retur 

hawing the ount of arre of rat col l cted by aoh 

Coll otor b u l tt d futur to eet1ng ot th 

f l nanc co l ttee.' 

.=.=::.:.:;.::.;:;....;=~:::;.;:;.::....;:;;.::;.:.:..;6;...:.. : - Und r de. t 27 th Sept ember J 1934, 

the D par ent ot Local d blle Heal th ot 

(G. 122028/34 Loch Fa) ote that the ln1ster 
\ 

natl one t cont1nuance of th employment ot Collector 
I. 

Gannon 1 respect of No.6 Dl t rlct for th curr~nt tlnancl 1 

1e • 

~=~:...::.;::=-=::.::.:.=-=.:....::::.:o~.u7..:.. : - Under de. t 25t h Sept 

th p tment of' Loc 1 Go e ent and bllc' alth wrot 

(G. 1220l4/34 Looh ) that the nl ster 4Pproved of' 

th continued temporar y ppo tment of Mr. John De san for 

Coll ctl on Dl tr1ct Bo .7 . 

COLLECTIO Under dat 24t h September, 1934 

th D par ent of Local Governm nt & 

(G.122013/34 Loch Garm ) that the Mi nl ster r 

obJectl on to the arrangements propo d for th 

th dut1 of te Coll ctor J . J . O' l lly, Collection 
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D1striot 0. 12, hile acting 1n the oapacity of Tempor ry t 

I nspeotor. 

U d r dat 

19t ept ber,1934, t Departm nt of Loo 1 overnment and 

Publi c H wro (Cl rc . 24/18/34) as to pent to 

Collector ~espect of extr ser Ices which th y d be n 

c lled 0 to render i n 00 ctio wit th cheme, for the 

tributlon of the agrioultural Grant. Wh re a Colleotor h 

to P p r 11 t of h 1 gs dar and over £20 v 

t e pr p d to sanctlon paym nt 0 h Coll ector 

of s not x eedtn 5/- per 100 rating and It Coll ector 

de enquir1 nec ssary to oertify t e correctness of ola s 

for ab te ant of r te , of a 8 no xoeeding slxpenee for 

ch cl a ret r to d ~eturned certi fied or reported on. 

The cr tary ta ted l I sts of old1 under d 

over 20 valuatio d been p ep ed t Co . Council offi ce 

but t Collectors had 0 rtl t i d th correotness of cl 1ms . 

The fo l lowi ng r solution w adopt d on the moti on of 

• Ke.ly second d by • OISyrn :- NT t in ccordanoe wi th 

anction set out letter fro Department of ooal Government 

and Pub11c ealth under date 19th eptember, 1934J (CI rc . 24/l 8/3) 

t followIng sum oalculat d at 6d per name e pai d to Rat e 

Coll ctor :-

Coll eotor 

Jame Qui rk 
i l11am Doyle 

PhilIp Doyle 
1e 1 oCarthy 

Patri ck Nolan 
Se Ganno (No . 6) 
John D egan 
J as ph Cummi n 
JaM Fl ood 
Sean on ( 0. 10) 

lter Cummins 
tth w urphy 

John J . O'Rei lly 
Den1s Kenny 
Art Dunn 
Jo J. S ott 
E. J . urphy 

uri ce ehoe 
John Curt1 

tr e Carty 

281 
187 
227 
211 
198 
104 
335 
221 
186 
158 
219 
206 
266 
242 
270 
258 
"58 
215 
267 
206 
4~1~ 

Amt. Gd per Fo 

£, d 
7 : 0: 6 
4:13: 6 
5 :13: 6 
5: 5: 6 
4 :3.9 : 0 
2 :12 : 0 
8: 7 : 6 
5:10: 6 
4:13: 0 
3:19 : 0 
5: 9 : 6 
5: 3: 0 
6 :13: 0 
6: 1: 0 
6:15: 0 
6 : 9 : 0 
6: 9 : 0 
5: 7: 6 
O :1~ : 6 
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PO DAGE:- Th following 1 tter under date 24th September, 

1934 (G.123027/34 - Loch rman) wa read fro th Depa.rtment 

of Local Gov rnm nt and Pub110 H alth: ... 

Advert1ng to your letter of the 15th inst nt and to t 
further informa t10n furnished by • 11 n, . Chal of the 
Councl1, personally tothls D p tm nt on the 20t in tant 
r gar ding th R te Collector's ~oundage fees, I am r et d 
by the in1 r for Looal Gov rnment and Publ1c e lth to 
state that· s decided to net10 payment of pound g 
f e on the second m01etle of th 1933/34 arrant on th 
follo 1ng S18 :-

(a) Full no al poun ge to soh Collector 0 cl osed 
h1s arrant wlth carry-forward not xoeedlng 
l~ of his 1933/34 warrant. 

( b) Full no a1 poundage 1 s 7Mo 1 ach case 1n 
which t ¥ amount carr1ed forward w s more than 
122 d not more 2 of th 1933/34 arrant . 

. ' 

(0) Full normal oundage less 15~ to all other 
Oollector • 

'The anctlon conveyed i n th foregoing is to be 
regarded a speoial concession for th1 ooe sion only and 
I am to inti t. f or h 1nfo tion of both the Oouncll 
and the Oolleotors, that 1 future the grant of the 

1nl ter's anetion to p nt of poundag w111 be condition­
al on tr10t co llanoe wi t the requirements of the Publ10 
Bodie OrO. r . 

I I am to add t t th cal of poundage sanct10n d in 
this De art ent ' 1 tt r of the 13th ult1mo may be regard d 
a canoe lIed. 11 

he ecretary stat d that in repl y to letter from hi 

to t e "cut in poundage on flrst molety the followlng 

und r date 4t h October,1934,( .128151-34 Looh an 11) a 

re d fro D p tment of Local Gov rnment and Pub110 Health:-. , 
, 

I direct ed by the 1n1 t er for Leo 1 GOVernment & 
bll c He Ith to dvert to your letter of the 27tb ultimo 

anti. to ta.te that the decl 10n regarding first mol t" 
poundsge fees 60nv yed t l s Department ' lett~r of th 
8th June 1 t 1 not affeot ed by ~ Department ' lee of 
t e 24th ultimo, which concern second m01ety tees onI • 

\ 

The follo ing re olution a adopt 

1ss 0 ,Ry S (lond d by • Of yrne :- "That t 

requ sted to sanction the re toratlon of 10% "cut~ l n 

poundage on lodgments qu1 valent to the f1rst 01'ety 

arrear of rate for 1933/34. Thl Comml tte would poi ~ 

out t t in ask1ng th Chairman of th Oounol1 to malt " 

repr sent tion to th i nl st r l n th matt r~ere anxlous 
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t th Collector shoul not uffer flnancial 1088 in 

r p ct of warrant for last fin cial year. They would 1 0 

point out t v n if t e cut" of their poundage on f 1r t 

01 ty be re tor d a n~ber ot the Col1 ctor w11l 10 port10n 

of the1r poundag f e on s cond mo~ tY.. 

'In the c1re stanc th1 Committee would b grat tul 

to th Mini ter if he would recon lder hls d cls10n. " 

OUTSTANDING :- 111 OIRy aid sh had gone through 

l i st of arrears 1n • Qu1rk t D1str1ct ( 0.1) and b 11 ved 

ther waS no 0 s t~re-on whioh c lled for comm nt. 

lla s 1d h d exam1ned outstanding arrear of 

tthew urphy (D1striot No .12) and b 11 v d that there 

o ratepayer on the 11 t who w in pos1t1on to pay t 

the mo nt. 

A r gard arrears in trict of r. Dunn ( o.lS) 

. Ieegan sald h a not at 11 s t1 tied w1th th r turn 

de by the Collector. e had no hesitat10n in ay1ng t t a 

very large port1o at th r t outstanding should v b en 

coll at d it out diff1c Ity. 

H propos d:- I hat a r rda the clo 1ng ot hi arrant 

th Fi c Comml ttee call upon Coll ctor Dunne (No.1S Di tr1ct) 

to xer ls mor diligenoe hi coll etlan tor the futur • 

he nee Comm1ttee t s tistled that no mon y in 

tuture 1 brought into return 01' arrear which 1s, i n t 

opin10n of the members of t 

he C lrman s cond d 

S 

Committee, coll otable.-

d the re 01u~10 waS dopt d. 

Under date 2nd Octob r,l 34, the Dep rtment of Local 

Government and Publ1c e 1 hate (H.123304/34 Loch ) 

t t the 1n1 ter had approved of th mak1ng by extord 

County Counc11 of an advanc of £100 under t e abov Act to 

r. Andrew Dwyer 1n r sp ct of hous to be erected at 

Ballyau ,1llena, Gorey. 
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Under dat 25t epte ber.1934, the follo ~ was re d 

fro of Loe nd Pu lie Health:-

M lth ret renee to your letter of ' the 15th in tant on 
h subJ at I am direoted by the in! tel' for Loe 1 Governm nt 

d Publl0 ea1th to state t t he ~ sanctioned the borrowi ng 
by th Wexford County Counc11 of the sum of £10.000 for th 
purpose of the Small Dw 11 equlsit!on Act. The 1st r 
1 recommend1n the Co issioners of PUbli ork to i ue th 
loan in qu etion out of the Loc 1 Lo~s d. M 

( ., 
The folIo ing resolution a adopt~d on the moti on of 

I 

• O'Byrn seconded by • Colfer:- I , t soon t 
under 

t rms and condi tiona/ hich Lo oed 

to th xford Co. Council fro the Local Loan Fund re 

a c rt ined the S cret y advertls ~or appl1cant • 

The ollow resolution t e motioit \ot 

• Cori h s conded by • e11y:- liT. t the Co.Oouncil b 

requested t o power th Fi c Committ e to 0 ry out all 

the detail conn ct10 ~ith Small el1tngs Act inelud! 

" • a pro val of pplic \ \ 
eeon'a d the \ \ Yr . Corl h propo d d l ss O' 

\ 

followin re olution whioh 

with pplication for 10 

s dopted:- I That i n connection ~ 
under S~a11 Dw 11ings Aoqui i tlon 

Aot thi Committ e reco en v l u ot hou 

up to £250 be a vanced and t t as regard ho 8 valued ' 

bet een £250 and £500 an adV ce mad on the f ir t 

£250 and dv c 0 5 on s over £250 up to £500. 

Th .t no dvance be made the c se of ou e v 1 ed t mol' 

t £500 . 
( 

"T t w reqv.e t th D prtment . of Local Government and 
I to 

Pub110 HaIth to allOW the Council to dvane amount ~ eaoh , 

individUal four 1nst ent, t Certlflqa~e of A s1 ant 

Surveyor to be provided to cover each 1nstalment. K 
I 

1 O' an I' ferred to the difficulty of having t 1tl 
f 

I 

to sit S PI' ved in cases in lhlcli admi n1 trat10n had not been 

t n out. It wa very fflcult to induce people to take out 
\ 

dmini tratlon in order to allow them to sell a s i t for 

hous • It would conveni nc number a p opl if cl e will 
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ould b aocepted as proof of tltle •. 

• IS e, Soli oitor, 10 a th pre ent 

La 1n t e m ~ter 1 s uno n , Title woUld not co ted 

unles sup orted by the rant of Admlnlstr tlon • 

• Tho s or ,C1o~ee, C d been grant 
I 

10 ot £80 for erection of house, ap lied tor addlt10 1 

10 of -20. 

e proposed nd 

resolut10 which waS 

• olfer econded th 
~ 

" hat th 

Committee act on r olutions lrea~ adop e t c s 

of slmil r pplioations are not to reoo end th 

antin of adQitio 1 , 10 11 ,Dwellings Acqu1~lt10n 
I 

Acts to r. Thomas or 1 Clonee, Os 011n.* 

OVERD 
. 

h Depart nt of Looal ov r ant and Pub11c Heal. 

ot under date 29th epte b 1',1934 ,' (G.127623/34 Loch 

Garman ) tha the sanotio ' ed overdraft up to 

£40,000 on the ocounts of xford Co . Council up to 

31 t Octo er,1934, on w lob lnt re t co Id be pa1d,at the 

agree r te o 

\ 

U er date 24th Septemb 1',19 ,the Department of Local 

Government and Pub11c Health ote (G.1220l6-34 Loch G C) 

B to contr1 utlon to traY 111ng expense of Co. Councillor 
, 

eto. for ttendanoe t 75; of the 0 s i b1 'meet1ns lthin 

six months and stated that the resolutio of th Counc1l in 

the matter d been not d for oonsiderat1on when th 

opportunity for legi lat10n would :r1se. 

Th foll i ng under te 3rd October,1934, (R/RS/32) 

1" d fro th Department of Loc 1 overnment and Public Health 

(Roads) :-
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tI lth ret renc to prevlou relat1ve correspond nee, I 
eot d by t 1n1 tar for Local Government and Publ1c 

Healt to tat t t he ba anotioned t ppo1ntment by 
xford County Counc11 of r. John O'Kenn dy Clerk in 

the County Sur eyor' Oft10, at s lary of £156 per ann 
r1 1ng by ann 1 !ncre ent of £7:10 • to max of £234 
p r um. 

Th following report nder te 2nd Octo er,1934, W 

r d fro th County S oretary:-

"I beg to report that • t phen Hay ,Clerioal 
Assistant, Co.Counc1l Otf10e , w s abs nt fro duty w1t out 
l' v fro 22nd S pte r,1934, to 1st Ootober,l934. 

" r 

pt mb r,l934. I r ce1v d a note fro 
xford, t t on the prev10u 

d ked h to info m that 
s unt1l 27th S pt ber,1934. 

• Haye dld not tt nd on t t day, he did not 
e duty untll 1st Ooto r. 

"I had no perao 1 00 
the p riod of hi aba nc .M 

io tlon from ye during 

Th followl eXp tlon der t 3rd October, 1934, 

wa read from • Haye :-

"I 
w1th 

v b en r que t d by the eoretary to furnish you 
eXplanat10n of absence from duty last week. 

"The circum tano ar t t on aturday, S ptember 22nd 
it rIving ork, I r celv d word that my brother bad met 
1th ser10u ocident and t t he desired to see me. en 

I met h he inform m t t he d intended to go to 
Dublin 0 that ev nlng to transact som portant bUsine 
of a prlvat tur. owlng to his inJurie he w unabl 
to travel h k d e to act for instead. I, 
ooor gly w nt and on Sunday, September 23rd, finding that 

the us1nes m ntioned would take some days to transaot I 
a ked fr1end of e fro exford to infor the eoret y 
on the Mon y that I oould not report for duty. Unfortunat 1t 
thl 1nfo t10 W not oonv yed until the 26th pt mber. 
It the Comm1ttee so d ir ~ friend will oorroborat thi 
personally. 

"A the whol m tter so unexpecte lt w not 
through y fault of min that there s any br ach of 

sclpline. 

"There 1 balanc 
am w11l1 g hould b t bs nt. 

gr tt1ng v ry ch th inconvenlence caUs d." 

After di cu slon th following r solution w adopt d 

on the motlon of .r. Colt r s conded by Mr. Cori h:- tlThat 

while thi Committee r d th r ce t absanc of Kr.Haye 

fro duty in a ser10u 11 t th Y accept h1s explanation 
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ttl 

"h to e inform d cannot in th future b aba nt unle 

1th th p~r 1 sion of t C.O unc11, the 1tt 

or the Co. 

• a1d wa ot sat1s!1 

xplanation 01' Mr. Dunne, t CoIl otor, a to the 

pr par t10n of El ctors' L1 t 1 rey Urban D1 trict as 

there ere crepanol a 1:D.. ata t nt. vlng 

referred to t ese h proposed th followlng r 01ut1on , hleh 

s eonded by • Colter an dopted:.... "That Coll ctor 

{ 0.15 Distrlet) ' be arned that if ther 1 any tart r 

co pI int sa st h 1n th tutur as to prepar tion 01' hi 

Elector ' L1 ts ubst tlat d t Council w111 b a k 

to tak t e most ot1oe of the matter." 

L SCHOOL CASE 

pp11oat10 by D1 trlct Superlnt nd t Oarberry, 

1 cor by, for t co lt 1 t Industr1al chool of 

Edward u and a tr1ck urphy, Co. 0 e, nnl earthy, and 

ory d 1 e1 , Irish ,t. , Ennl eortb,y, er 

r ferr d to • 1see, Co.Solic1tor. 

• Elg report d t t the applica i n ln conn etlon 

t ohildre 0 

rgaret ,llyt 19ue, 11 ore, came betore t e 

D1str1ct Ju t1ce on 3rd October,1934, and a it a prove~ 

that the only mean 01' livelihood 01' th oth r w 7/- p r 

w k ho help th Just1c decld d there course open 

to h1 but to co it t ch11dr n. He ad no order for 

a1ntenano th Insp otor 01' 

Pr nt10n of Oruelty to Obildr n 

t10nal 001 ty for th 

tated t t home help d 

been discontinued fro the previous week. 

i 0 ' an ld thl woman d een tryln tor 

con t e to et r1d at h r c Idren d d now 

SUcc dad. 
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UNlVERSI SCHOLARSH 

i s ollytort, Gorey, 1'0 e der Qat 

1st 00 ob r,1934, t 1ng th Counc11 for th awar d of 

Un1ver 1ty cho I' p t could not v 11 ot 1t a d 

to oont1nu g in the Loreto Convent, 43, rth Gr at 

George treet, Du l 1n, to pay b ck Traini ng Colleg tee. 

Sh would b grat fUl l f t Council coul 110 

Un1v rslty teo ly a t would enable her to att nd t 

v n g 1 ctu 8 d ould ot l nt 1'te1' wl th her t aching. 

to whom s 

pp11eat1on d b en r t r1'ed ot under dat 31'd Oct ober, 

19 4, t t he could not- dvl so th Counc11J they er e 1n 

pos1t 10 to l low her to carr y ut this 

ould no~ co pl y w1th th provl 10ns of th Schol rshl p 

Sch m • 

I t s deol dd t t • El e • · opi nl 0 in th' atter 

be an 

ppll oatl 0 tor co p ns t i o for Criml nal 

recei ved tro • E11z b t h P l e , Jonek treat , 

for £10 i njury to door and door casi ng. " 
..< • 

t rred to 1gee, C . Sol1cl tor,to 

'\ \ 
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The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

the Chairman seconded by Mr. Corish:- "That the Minutes of 

Finance Committee in respect of meeting held on 5th October, 

1934, be received and considered. II 

~TE COLLECTION - STATE OF: - Col. Quin asked waS it true 

that a T.D. with £400 a year had not paid his rates and if 

so why were not proceedings taken against him? 

The Chairman said that by the end of the year every 

person who did not pay would be prosecuted. 

Mr. Cummins said a man with an income such as referred 

to by Col. Quin should be obliged to pay his rates. He had 

come through a Fair that day in which there were from 300 

to 400 cattle and ~armers owning them could not even give 

them away. There was no one to bid a penny for them. It 

would be a terrible thing to tell the Rate Collectors to 

extract money from these unfortunate men and allow a man 

with £400 a year to go scot free. As this matter was in 

Committee he thought Col. Quin was entitled to the 

information. 

Mr. Keegan asked why should they single out any 

particular individual before others, because the man was 

in public life and had an assured income. 

Miss OtRyan protested against any names of defaulting 

ratepayers being mentioned. It was never done by the 

Council before. If this precedent was to be started now 

she would most strongly object to it as the question of 

arrears of rates Was always discussed in general terms. 

The Chairman said that the names of particular rate­

payers were mentioned at the Finance Committee but at the 

Council meeting they spoke in general terms and gave 

general orders to the Rate Collectors. 

Mr. Bowe considered that the Council should be given 

as much enlightenment as to the state of the Rate 

Collection as the members of the Finance Committee. There 
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should be no privilege to people who owed rates regarding 

their identity. 

Mr. Sweetman said that recently every member of the 

Council was furnished with full details in connection with 

every ratepayer who owed money, so he would like to know 

what all this bluff was about, because every Councillor 

for his own district (if he had read the list furnished 

him) would know perfectly well who the defaulters were. 

Mr. Doyle - The bluff in this case was raised by 

Mr. Sweetman's own side, and it is coming altogether from 

his own party. 

The Chairman said. Rate Collectors had a duty to 

perform in respect of every individual ratepayer in the 

County, and if they did not perform that duty they would 

be brmught to book. He said before and he now repeated it 

that while he remained in the Council everyone would get 

the same treatment, irrespective of their political 

opinions or otherwise. 

Mr. Meyler said if everyone got the same treatment 

they would be satisfied but he pointed out that his name 

and the names of other Councillo had been mentioned at 

a recent meeting of the Council. 

The Chairman pointed out to Mr. Meyler that these 

were mentioned owing to a circular from the Local 

Government Department asking for the names of any 

Councillorswho owed rates, but in respect of the debates 

of the Council individuals should not be singled out for 

treatment over the general mass. 

Col. Quin - Would prosecution be taken against any 

man who was able to pay and would not pay? 

The Chairman said this matter was in the hands of 

the Rate Collectors and if these were not doing their 

duty the Council would take action against them. 

Col. Quin asked would not the Council think a Rate 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



Collector was not doing his duty if he failed to proceed 

against a man with £400 a year. 

The Chairman said the Finance Committee would go over 

the lists of defaulting ratepayers at some future date and if 

they thought it necessary the whole matter could come before 

the Council. If the Council were to go into the circumstances 

of every defaulting ratepayer they might sit there for a month. 

Mr. OlByrne said the Rate Collectors had instructions to 

proceed against any person they considered able to pay end if 

steps in that direction were not taken they could hold the 

Rate Collectors responsible. 

\ The matter dropped. 

RATE COLLECTORS ' POUNDAGE: - The following notice of motion 

stood in the name of Mr. Corish:- IlTha.t the Poundage Rate for 

all Rate Collectors in the service of the Council be fixed at 

7d in the ~. II 

In moving his motion Mr. Corish said he was always 

opposed to rthe payment of different rates of poundage, and in 

proposing the motion he waS acting consistently to the 

attitude he alWaYs took on this question. He considered that 

even the members who agreed to the lower rate would recognise 

that it was not commensurate with the Quties which the 

Collectors had to perform in an abnormal period. At the 

present time it was necessary for a rate collector to call on 

ratepayers more frequestly than in normal times. It was not 

equitable that one collector should be receiving only 5d in 

the £. whilst the collector in the next parish waS getting 7d. 

Mr. Kinsella seconded. 

Col. Quin said that the Council were obliged to pay 7d 

to some collectors, because they were appointed at that rate 

but when new collectors were being appointed the rate was 

fixed at 5d. The result was that the 7d rate was being 

e limina te.d. 

In reply to Mr. Kinsella the Seoretary stated that eight 
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Collectors were in receipt of 5d in the £., one 6d in the 

£. and eleven 7d in the £. 

1~. Sweetman said that the cost of living had 

decreased. \f-henever the position of rate collector had 

to be filled there were plenty of applicants but when the 

jobs were secured there was organisation to increase the 

remuneration. He knew the council were tied to 7d in the 

£. for some collectors, but having ~Mregard to the 

decrease in the cost of living he did not see any 

injustice in the lower rate . 

Mr. Doyle said that at the time some of the 

collectors were apPointed the rates were only half of 

what they were now and the poundage at 5d WI3.S 

~ 
considerably more that of the man who was getting 7d at 

" the time of his aPPointment . Everyone knew that within 

the last ten or eleven years the rates levied were 

abnormallY higher than in previous yeers. The increase in 

amount of rate was the reason for the decrease in the 

poundage. 

The Chairman supporting the motion said he did not 

believe they would get the best results under the 

present system. The Council realised that rate 

Collectors had difficult duties to perform and it waS up 

to the Council to give them decent remuneration . Some 

Collectors were only in receipt of £92 and £85 a year, 

which in view of the fact that their jobs were practically 

whole time was inadequate. ·In addition the collectors 

had heaVY legal expenses and they complained that they 

cQuld not be met out of the poundage which they 

received. By paying a low poundage fraud waS being 

encouraged. 

Col . Gibbon said that the cost of living when the 

Collectors were appointed was much higher than to- day and 

the actual remuneration which they were receiving at the 
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present time waS greater in proportion. 

Chairman - I think most of your Collectors were 

appointed about 1920 when the rates were about double what 

they are now. 

A poll was taken with the following result:-

FOR THE MOTION: Messrs. Colfer, Corish, Culleton, Cullimore, 
Cummins 
/Keegan, Kelly, Kinsella, otByrne, OIRyan, M. Redmond, Ronan, 

Sweetman and the Chairman. (14) 

AGAINST:- Messrs. Bowe, Connors, Day, Doyle, Gibbon, 

Meyler, McCarthy, Murphy, Quin and Walsh. (10). 

The Chairman declared the motion carried. 

The Secretary said that the proposal would have to 

receive the approval of the Minister for Local Government 

and Public Health. 

SMALL DWELLINGS ACQUISITION ACTS LOAN: - Mr. Kelly proposed 

and Mr. Corish seconded the following resolution which was 

adopted:- "That in view of the large number of persons 

who are desirous of taking advantage of the loan under 

Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts we request the Office 

of Public Works vance without further delay the 

amount of this loan to the Wexford Co. Council from 
{\ 

the Local Loans Fund. II 

ABSENCE FROM DUTY: - Col. Quin proposed:- IIThat salary of 

Mr. Stephen Hayes, Clerical Assistant, Co. Council Office, 

be not paid for the week during which he was absent without 

leave. II 

There was no seconder and the motion fell through. 

UNIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIP SCHEME: - Under date 25th September 

1934, Mr. Patrick G. Power, Chapel Railway Station, V'lr'ote 

that he did not intend to avail of University Scholarship 

as he had been called to De La Salle College, Waterford, 

to pursue a course of training for the position of 

National Teacher. 

Miss Nora O'Sullivan, Camolin, who was next in order 
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of merit wrote that she would avail of the Scholarship B~d 

had decided to attend Cork University. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. O'Byrne seconded by Mr. Corish:- "That Vacant University 

Scholarship be awarded to iss Nora O'Sullivan, Camoli 

candidate next in order of merit according to results 

furnished by the University Authorities, said Scholarship 

to be tenable at Cork University." 

The following resolution waS adopted on the motion of 

Mr. O'Byrne seconded by Mr. Kelly:- "That the Minutes of 

Finance Committee in respect of meeting held on 5th October, 

1934, be and are hereby confirmed." 

AUDIT CO. BOARD OF HEALTH 

Under date 11th September,1934, the Department of 

Local Government and Public Health wrote (A.114766/34) 

forwarding copy of their Auditor1s report of his audit of 

the Accounts of above Body for the three half years ended 

31st March,1934, with the attested abstracts of accountS. 

The Chairman mentioned that this report was considered 

by the last meeting of the Co. Board of Health. 

OFFICE OF RATE INSPECTOR 

The Chairman proposed and Mr. Colfer seconded the 

following resolution which was adopted:- ItThat we again 

request the Local Appointments Commissioners to inform this 

Co. Council as soon as possible when they intend recommending 

a person for the permanent appointment of Rates Inspector. 

This position has been open now for a very considerable time, 

and the Council feel that there should be no further delay 

in having it filled permanently.1I 
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EA~LOYlmNT OF DREDGER FOR COURTOWN HARBOUR 

The following under date 22nd September,1934, 

(No. 20637/34) waS read from Office of Public Works:­

"The Co.Surveyor, Mr. W.F. Barry, has been in 
communication with us regarding the hire of our dredger 
"Fag-an-Bealach" to dredge at Courtown Harbour. 

"Before we will be in a position to agree to hire the 
dredger to your Council, we have to state that it will be 
necessary that a clear depth of 8 feet at high water over 
the bar and along the approach channel be maintained while 
the dredger is at the harbour so that there will be no 
risk of the vessel being detained beyond the necessary 
time by a sudden shoaling of the bar or channel. 

"During the vessel's stay, the water in the dock will 
have to be retained at the highest possible level to give 
the necessary flotation as the dredger could not proceed 
daily to sea. 

"The spoil, when dredged, could be dumped ashore over 
the quay wall, possibly most conveniently near the dock 
gates or adjacent to the boat house. 

"If you will furnish us with an assU1tance that these 
conditions will be fulfilled, and when we are notified of 
lodgment of the charge for hire, we will despatch the 
vessel. 

lilt will, - of course, be understood that we undertake 
no responsibility for the stability of the quay or dock 
\'lalls. 

"We have to point out, however, that a.s it is possible 
that the services of this dredger may be required on short 
notice for other works of an urgent nature, her despatch 
for Courtown Ha.rbour viII depend on whether she is 
available when the conditions above mentioned can be 
fulfilled. 

It 7e have just received your letter of the 19th inst. 
giving particulars of soundings, which will receive 
attention. " 

The Co. Surveyor said the County Council had already 

paid the money for the hire of the dredger. He was in 

communication with the Board of Works,since last meeting 

of the Council , on several occasionsJand had notified them 

that the minimum depth of 8 feet of water would be found 

in the channel. As he received no reply to his communic­

ations he mentioned the matter at the Finance Committee on 

the 5th October when he was directed to wire to the Board 

of Works. He did so but still received no information. 

That morning 8th inst. he had phoned the Board of Works 
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and received the following over the Iphone: -

"Dredger at present working in Arklow and will be so 

engaged for several weeks . It will then be very late in 

the seaSon and it will be up to the Co . Surveyor to see to 

the safe entrance of the dredger". 

Continuing the Co . Surveyor said if dredgine is to be 

postponed till the first of the Winter it will be risky in 

getting her to Courtovm in the broken weather . 

In connection with this matter the following was read 

from the Harbour Master , Courtown Harbour, under date 

2nd October,1934:-

III have been directed by the Courtown Harbour 
Committee to submit the following to be read at next 
meeting of your County Council. 

"Regarding the dredging operations to be carried out 
by the Fag- an- Ballagh in the inner harbour we shall be 
obliged for an explanation whY this dredger did not arrive 
over the last spring tides. Depths were taken by 

r . McNeill , Engineer, ir. Barry , Co . Surveyor and 
Mr . Treanor, and it waS found possible to bring the 
dredger into the Harbour over a spring tide. The Harbour 
Master wired the Captain of the dredger giving the most 
sUitable date as Monday , 24th September or Tuesday, 25th 
September, when there was a sufficient depth of water 
through the entrance channel and over the mill of sluice 
Gates for her to enter. It is important that this matter 
should receive considerat ion . Lord Fitzwilliam who has 
been here on several occasions during the last few weeks 
is anxious to start trading immediately. Captain Keeron 
of Arklow is also ready to start and at a special meeting 
of this body held on Monday , 24th September , 1934, he 
showed inquiries which he received for 35 , 000 tons of 
gravel and sand to be shipped to Bristol . He is prepared 
to ship this through Courtown. This trade is being held 
up owing to there being a insufficient water in the inner 
basin for berthing and swinging a vessel . In view of these 
facts we feel sUre you will appreCiate the importance of 
having the inner harbour made available for shipping 
wi thout delay." 

Mr. Keegan said the next sUitable spring tide for 

the dredger to enter the harbour would be the 22nd or 

23rd October but,if she came to Courtown then,the fishing 

season would be opened and her operations would hold up 

the unfortunate fishermen for the fourth year in 

succession. He believed the dredging would have to 

remain over until next Spring. 

The Chairman proposed and r. Ronan seconded the 
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following resolution which was adopted: .... "That the County 

Surveyor communicate with the Courtown Harbour Committee ) 
. 

and explain to them the position as regards the visit of 

the Dredger "Fag-an-Bealach" to Courtown Harbour to ce.rry 

out the dredging necessary at the ·inner basin. That the 

Co. Surveyor be empowered to arrange for this work when he 

considers it desirable and that in the meantime he apply 

to the Board of Works for a further extension of the 

period for the completion of the work in order to ensure 

that the Government contribution will be available. " 

ILLNESS OF MR. R. l~LONE,V.S. 

Under date 26th September,l934, the Department of 

Agriculture wrote (L.3554/34) approving of the continuance 

of the employment of Mr. F. Staples,M.R.C.V.S., as 

Veterinary Inspector for the Wexford District for the 

further period of absence, as recommended in the medical 

certificate furnished in respect of Mr. Malonets illness, 

same rate of remuneration to be paid to Mr. Staples as 

in the case of Mr. Malone. 

Mr. Corish gave notice of motion for meeting of 

County Council on 12th November, 1934;II'llhat in the 

event of Mr. R. Malone, M.R.C.V.S., agreeing to retire 

from office as Veterinary Inspector to the County Council 

the Department of Agriculture be requested to sanction 

payment of an ex-gratia grant for £100 to him." 

APPOINTMENT - FOOD & DRUGS INSPECTOR 

Under date 1st October,l934, the Chief Superintendent, 

Garda Siochana, recommended for appointment as Ex-officio 

Inspector under Food and Drugs Acts for the administrative 

area of Wexford County Council, Garda Patrick O'Toole (967) 

Wexford No.2 Station. 

The following resolution was proposed by ~r. Corish 
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seconded by Mr. Culleton and adopted:-

"That Garda Patrick Ot!Voole, (967) be appointed 

Ex-officio Inspector under Foods and Drugs Acts to 

act in the administrative area of the Wexford County 

Council. II 

SHEEP DIPPING TANKS 

Under date 18th September,1934, (G. 1422/34) 

the Department of Agriculture wrote that no site 

should be selected for erection of Sheep Dipping 

tank if its use involved contamination of water for 

drinking or other domestic purposes, or fishing 

waters. Care was necessary in disposing of the 

residue from sheep dipping tanks, so that it could 

not injure animals or pollute streams. 

The Chairman proposed and Mr. Kelly seconded 

and Mr. Kelly seconded the following resolution:-

"That as suggested by the Department of 

Agriculture copy of their letter of 18th September, 

1934, (G. 1422/34) be furnished lay sheep dipping 

Inspectors, for their information and that they 

be requested(when they become aware of farmers 

proposing to erect Sheep Dipping tanks) to call 

attention to the contents of this communication. 

"That a short advertisement dealing with 

the matter be issued in the three local papers." 

Passed. 
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ERECTION OF PETROL PU¥e 
Mr. F.J. Murphy, Kilrane, wexford, wrote that he was 

about to erect a petrol pump station, and in order to do so, 

he would have to remove 25 yards of road fence and bring 

wires across road for lighting purposes. 

Mr. Birthistle, Assistant Surveyor for the District, 

stated he inspected the site and there was no objection. The 

place was off the county road. 

Mr. corish proposed and Mr. Culleton seconded the 

follo ing resolution which was adopted:-

"That the County Council will offer no objection to 

the erection of petrol station at Kilrane in accordanCe with 

application from r. F.J. Murphy, under date 20th sept.1934." 

~IFEBUOYS AT HARBOURS ETC 

The follo ing resolution was received from the meeting 

of the Courtown Harbour Committee held on 2nd October:-

"That the County Council be asked if they have power 

to instal ten lifebuoys along the coast with a view to prevent 

further drowning accidents, as this Committee are of the opinion 

that had there been any means of life saving on the beach at 

Ballymoney, the late James Murphy would not have lost his life. 

It is suggested that theee be placed at Ballymoney, one at 

Duffcarrig, six at Courtown and one at poulshone. These could 

be taken in charge by some responsible person when the bathing 

season is over. II 

Under date 4th october, 1934, Mr. Elgee, Co. Solicitor, 

wrote that the County Council had power to provide lifebuoys 

only at the harbours under their own control, and so far as 

Courtown was concerred this ran from the stone bridge over the 

river on the north to a short distance below south guiding wall. 

He did not believe that the six lifebuoys were necessary. 

The Chairman proposed the following resolution which was 

seconded by Mr. Kelly and adopted: - "That the Courtown Harbour 
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Committee be informed that the County Council have no 

power to supply life buoys, except to harbours under 

their control, such as Courtown. That the County 

Surveyor advise next meeting as to where in his op1nion 

it 1s necessary that these 11febuoys should be provided 

for Courtown and how many he bel1eves necessary." 

The Cha1rman mentioned that it would take £2,000 

to cover the whole coast with life buoys from Arklow Rock 

to Tower of Hook. 

COUR TOWN HARBOOR - SALE OF GRAVEL. 

The following resolution Was subm1tted from meeting 

of courtown Harbour Committee on 2nd October, 1934:­

"Recomnended that the sale of gravel ra1sed by steam 
, 

grab from the entrance of Courtown Harbour be left in charge 

of the Harbour Master or one of the Commissioners as this 

Comni ttee consider it a hardship on purchasers to have to 

get a postal order and write to the County Surveyor before 

be1ng allowed to draw their supply. It 

The County Surveyor stated ~1at the procedure 
, 

outlined in the resolution obta1ned for the sale of quarry 

screenings but ~le Auditor objected and. obliged the County 

surveyor to adopt the present system of issuing orders from 

his office. A special account of the sales in connection 

wi th the screenings had to be kept for presentation to the 

Audi tor. He feared that the Auditor would not consent 

to the adoption of the old system, for Courtown Harbour. 

Ml'. 0 'Byrne proposed that the Council ask the 

:OOpaxtment of Local Government and Pub11c Health to allOW 

orders to be issued and amounts accepted for same in 

respect of sale of gravel at Courtown Harbour by the 

Harbour Master who at present collected the dues at the 

o ... t and also was under bond . 

The Chairman said that a system of this sort 

would lend itself to looseness. 
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After further discussion it was suggested that orders 

be issued by Mr. Treanor, Assistant Surveyor for the district. 

r. Treanor agreed to this course. 

The County Surveyor said that in the letter from the 

Courtown Harbour Master regarding delay in obtaining the 

services of the dredger from the Board of Works reference 

was made to a proposal of Captain Kearon, of Arklow, 

shipping 35,000 tons of gravel from Courtown Harbour. He 

(-County Surveyor) did, not know if it would be up to the 

Ministry for Industry and Commerce to prevent the export 

of such a large quantity. He believed that this might 

affect materially the coast to the North which was a "walk " 

for the general public. If the gravel was taken out of 

the bights to the South pier, little or no shingle would 

travel up coast. TUB Council were anxious this northward 
, 

set of the shingle should not be interfered with as otherwise 

they might be faced with seriOUS coast erosion. 

The Chairman proposed and Col. Quin secomed the 

folIo ing resolution:-

"That the question of removal of gravel from Courtown 

Harbour for shipment, be left in the hands of the County 

surveyor." p~. , 

The County surveyor said they had the instance of 

Rosslare shore where the action of the pier at Rosslare 

Harbour has prevented the travel of the shingle to the North 

which was why the shore at Rosslare became denuded. If such 

a large quantity as 35,000 tons was taken from Courtown 

Harbour the effect might be the sazre as at Rosslare. 

PROPOSED ERECTION OF RURAL SCHOOLS. 

The following resolution which waa adopted at meeting 

of County Wexford Vocational Education Committee on 2nd 
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instant was submi tted:-

"That, as it is the cheapest method and lightest 

on the rates, the County Council be asked to raise the 

sum of £3,500 to be given to the Vocational Education 

Comni ttee as a grant for the erection and equipping of 

a Rural School at each of the following places, Adamstown, 

Kilmuckridge and Shielbaggan." 

The folloWing notice of motion was given in the 

matter by Miss Q'Ryan:-

"I hereby give notice of my intention to move 

at the meeting of Wexford County Council to be held 

on the 12th November, 1934, that the council agree 

to raise a sum of £3,500 (Three Thousand Five Hundred 

PoundS) for the purpose of erecting and equipping a 

Rural School at each of the following places viz., 

AdamStown, Kilmuckridge and Sheilbaggan, said Loan 

to be obtained from the Local LOans Fund, the period 

of repayment being 35 years and the Interest 4i fo· 
"This motion is contingent upon a guarantee 

from the Technical Instruction ])3partment of the 

])3partment of Education to repay half amount of 

annui ty each year during the period of the Loan." 
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DISMISSAL OF WORKER. 

In connection Wlth his dismissal from Ryland quarry 

Michael Doyle Jun., Ballyprecus, Bunclody, denied the state­

ment of Mr. Ernis, Assistant Surveyor, that h as found 

useless as a Road worker. He referred at length to his 

services as a worker on the roads and asked if he was found 

useless why did he get ten weeks' employment. Mr. Ennis had 

never complaiI):}d of the roamer in Which his work had been 

carried· out. In 1913 and 1914 he was in charge of the steam 

rolling carried out in Bunclody and gave satisfaction. He had 

been working in Ryland quarry for the past nine years as quarry 

man and road worker and no complaint had been brought against 

him. He considered he was not inferior to any of the other men 

working there, yet for the past five years he had been dismissed 

several times at short intervals when there was plenty of work 

available. When he was dlsmissed on 4th August with another 

man the latter was taken back, It was only fair that he should 

be glven an opportunity of defending hlmself against a false 

statelOOnt. At the last stone breaking lOOn were tirought from 

Kiltealy a distance of six miles while he (who lived convenient 

to the quarry) was passed over. After working so long lthout 

a fault he did not think he was fairly treated. 

Mr. Ennis said it was absolutely untrue for Mr. n>yle 

to say that the Ganger told him the road on 1'b ich he worked 

was never be tter made, as the Ganger had complained about 

n>yle 's inefficiency. 1»yle was never on the regular staff 

and never got any work except qUEU"ry work when they were dealing 

wi th a grant. He had been taken on in semi-char 1 ty. 

The County Surveyor sald that n>yle got 20 weeks employ­

ment and the man he complalned of as havlng been taken back 

got 21 eeks. 

Mr. Emis said that Doyle was a Willing worker enough 

but lacked the bit of handiI):}sS I):}cessary in a road worker. 
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He might have been employed 20 years ago as a time keeper 

in connection with steam rolling but he certainly was naver in 

Charge. He was previously a clerk. 

Doyle came before the meeting and contended that the 

statements in his letter were true. 

'!be Chairman informed him that he was not dismissed 

but had been discharged for the time being. The County 

Surveyor had received a genaral direction in that matter today. 

Miss OtRyan proposed and Mr. Corish seconded the following 

resolution which was adopted:-

"That Mr. Doyle Jun., Ballyprecus, Bunclody, be regarded 

as a regular County Council worker in accordance with ,the 

resolution adopted at this day's meeting." 

The Chairman said that so far as the returns showed 

Doyle was treated the same as any other County Council worker 

in the area. In fact he got more work than some of them 

for the first half of the year. 

WORKMEN'S COMPENSATION ACT 1934 

Under date 12th september, 1934, the ~partment of Local 

Governnent and Public Health wrote (CircJH/34) calling 

attention to the provisions of above Act whiCh came into 

operation on 1st Auguat , 1934. 

The secretary stated that a copy of this circular letter 

had been forwarded Messrs McDonagh and Boland, Insurance Brokers, 

51 name street, Dlblin, who replied that with the exception of 

medical benefit the Council were as fully covered by insurance 

as it was possible for them to be. 

DANGEROUS CORNER ROSSLARE 

The following under date 8th sept, 1934, was read from 

Rosslare Strand Fianna Fail Cumann :-

"I am instructed by the Commi tte~f the Rosslare Strand 

Fiamna Fail Cumann to refer to your letter of the 19th May, 1934, 
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concerning a resolution passed at a meeting of the County 

Council held on 14th May, instructing the County Surveyor to 

make the dangerous turn at Etchingham's, Rosslare , safe for 

road users , and to state that these instructions have not been 

carr ied out." 

Mr. Birthistle 1 ASsistant Surveyor, said he could not 

do a;n:y more at this corr.er beyond what had been done unless 

the necessary land attached to ~dar Lodge be acquired compul-

sorily. It would be a very expensive work. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

the Chairman seconded by Miss O'Ryan:- "That the County Sur­

veyor be directed to include in next Road Works Scheme a pro­

posal for easenent of corner at Miss Etchingb.am's, Rosslare, 

and that the County secretary inform the Rosslare Fianna Fail 

~]mann of this decision of the Council." 

BURROW ROAD ROSSL 

Under date 8th ~ptember, 1934, the following was read 

from Rosslare Strand Fianna Fail CUma.nn:-

II I am instructed by the Committee of the Rosslare Strand 

Fianna Fail ~lIDa.nn to ask you to bring to the notice of your 

Council the present bad condi tion of the Burrow Road. This 

matter was the subject of correspondence earlier in the year 

and despite the fact that some repairs were carried out they 

proved to be ntirely inadequate and the road is in an even 

worse condition than formerly. 

"Over fifty yards of the road opposite Mr. Sinnott's is 

covered with sand to a depth of several inches and further 

down near the Burrow Bank there is no surfacing whatsoever, 

the road is in fact practically impassable at these pOints, 

and it is highly dangerous to cyclists. several minor 

accidents have already happened and it is proVidential that 

they were not of a more serious nature. 

"The approach of winter makes this matter all the more 
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urgent as the condition of the road will certainly not be 

improving from this on. It will have to be repaired sometime 

and the longer it is left in its present state the more it 

will cost later." 

The County Surveyor said that in the dry weather, 

particularly where this road juts out into the harbour 1 t was 

not possible to keep it clear of sand. 

Mr. Birthistle said he had twice cleared the sand from 

this road recently and it was not possible to do anything else 

with it. The PIq>osal for its maintenance was not sufficient 

to do the road. But it was now better than it was some years 

ago. He would do what was possible in the matter. 

Miss O'Ryan proposed and the Chairman seconded the follow­

ing: - "That letter from Rosslare Fianna Fail CUmann relative 

to the condition of Burrow Road Rosslare be referred to the Co. 

Surveyor for his at 'tention." 

FERNS ROAD 

Mr. Connors asked was there any possibility that some­

thing would be done in regard to the road at Ferns which wa4 

impassable for horse traffic. A good deal of beet would be 

going to Ferns station from 1st November and something Should 

be done to prevent horses falling on this rOad. Though the 

Council made an order in the matter at last meeting nothing 

had been one . 

Mr. Ennis, ASSistant Surveyor, for the district, said 

that he could not possibly do anything with this road until he 

had machinery available. 

The Chairman said unless the cost was prohibitive the 

use of coarse chippings would help horse tratfic on tarred 

roads. 

Mr. Ennis said the coase chippings were more expensive 

to produce and did not cover the same area. Better arrange-

ments could be made if the Government gave the Council earl ier 

~---. 
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intimation of their Road Grants. This information did not 

reach them until the second or third week of July. 

Mr. sweetman called attention to a letter WhiCh had 

appeared in the local press pOinting out that if horses were 

properly shod so as to allow of the frog of their feet to 

develop they could travel safely over tarred roads. He then 

proposed and Mr. Kelly seconded the following resolution Which 

was adopted:-

"That apPlication be made to the Co. WeJC!ord Vocational 

Education Comoi ttee for the services of Farriery Expert of the 

Technical Branch of the :OOpartment of Education for a couple 

of demonstrations for Ferns district as to "flat" Shoeing of 

horses. That a copy of this resolution be furnished the 

Technical Instruction Branch of the :OOpartment of Education 

and secretary to the Vocational Education Committee." 

BY WAYS AT AUGBl40RE 

The following resolution was received from Taoumshane 

Fianna Fail Cumann:-

.. Tha·t we, the Commi t tee and members of this CUmann 

again remind the members of the County Council of the bad 

state of two by ways leading fran Aughmore Road to the public 

thoroughfare at Broadway. We ask that the necessary repairs 

be carried out on these by wa¥s as soon as possible and that 

local laboUlj be erq>loyed at the work." 

MiSS O'Ryan proposed and Mr. Kelly seconded the follow­

ing resolutio biah was adopted :-

"That by wS¥s at Aughmore be considered for inclusion 

in inor Relief Schemes when funds are available." 

The County Surveyor said &e wished to point out that a 

number of suggestions and applications for repair of lanes 

were submi tted from time to time by local people and the Council 

decided to put them on the Minor Relief list. On the last 

occasion they received from this fund £2,000 and there had 

been already before the Council applications for about £6,000 
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worth of work. He prepared a list of the various applications 

and those that were deemed to be the most sui table were selected 

unanimously by the Council and went on in the first instance. 

These he would call No. 1 class. Others Catn3 on in the 2nd 

class, and he was atraid this class would oover mature. There 

was now a third class and if these were put on the work would not 

be carried out because the morey would not be available. 

OLD TURF ROAD KILTEALY 

M.r. A. Skelton, Clologue, Kiltealy, Hon sec. Turf 

Comnl ttee, wrote asking the County Ccnmcil to reconurend a claim 

for grant from the Minor Relief Scheme to repair the old turf 

road leading to Mount Leinster. Turf Bogs on the Wexford side. 

Another Turf Committee was bringing the matter before the Carlow 

County Council to have the Carlow TUrf Bog road repaired. The 

small sum of £1,000 would do an excellent job, which they Wished 

to have carried out this Winter so that a supply of turf would 

be in full bla.st before next June. 

Mr. Bowe said he had bee n talking to Mr. Skelton about 

this matter, and he (Mr. Bowe) considered it would be ridiculous 

to expect the County Council to put this road into repair. There 

were fi va or six roads going to the mountain and if the County 

Council repaired the one in which Mr. Skelton was interested, 

they would have applications from all the others. 

rrhe Chair*m asked was it not possible for the wexford 

people concerned in the matter to agree on one road. 

Mr. Bowe said there was a sort of rivalry between the 

various parties up there. 

The Chairman said it would be possible to obtain a 

special grant out of the Minor Relief Scheme for the purpose 

of opening turf roads provided that one particular road would 

serve the whole district. If the people concerned would agree 

on the one road the County Council would be prepared to recommend 

it to the Board of Works for a Grant. 
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Mr. Bowe said that the fact that the land had not been 

bought out and the place was still claimed by the landlord 

would complicate matters. 

After further discussion it was decided on the motion of 

Miss O'Ryan seconded by the Chairman that Rev. Jazoos D'Arcy C.C. 

Kil tealy, be requested to call a meeting of the Wexford people 

concerr:ed for the purpose of selecting for repair o~ of the 

several roads leading to Mount Leinster, in order to develop 

the turf industry there." 

Mr. Ennis said that it was very much easier to make the 

road from the Caxlow side and the length was much shorter. In 

his opinion £1,000 would not adequately reconstruct any road 

from the wexford side. 

TRENCHES AND BROKEN GULLETS. 

The following was read from Mr. EdWard Crosbie, Hon 

sec Mayglass Fianna Fail Club:-

"we hereby make application for a grant to have trenches 

cleaned up on road bet~en Turn in sallystown and Turn in 

Mayglass. 

It The trenches are filled in and there are a number of 

gullets broken down with the result that the road is flooded 

continually. we are anxious to have this natteren to at once 

before the coming winter." 

Mr. Birthistle said this was a fourth class road on which 

there was a contractor who had carried out the work at the 

trenches. '!he gullet was not large enough to take the water. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of the 

Chairman seconded by Mr. CUlleton:- fI That the County Surveyor 

see what can be done in regard to improvements of gullets on 

road between turn in sallystown and turn in ayglass. fI 

FLOODING NEAR ASKAMORE. 

Under date 29th september, 1934, Mr. Edward Ibran, Askamore, 

carnew, wrote that for a number of y-ears the surface water off 

the road between the village of Askamore and his residence had 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



been flooding hls premlses but on the night of the 27th 

September the floodS actually polluted the water WhlCh he 

had to use for dOlWstic purposes. He requested that a smaIl 

committee should be appointed to look into the condition of 

thlngs. A committee of the old Council had already seen 

it. 

'!he County Surveyor sald he did not think the county 

Council were responslble for the main portion of the ~looding 

at all. The stream running through Mr. Ibran's land ran 

through a duck pond. This was really the cause of the flood­

ing. The water from the road went as it always dld. In any 

case he was of opinion that thls was a matter for the Board of 

Health. 

In reply to a qU:lry Mr. Treanor, Asslstant Surveyor, 

for the district, sald he went to Mr. Ibran four or five years 

ago and pOinted out how he could avold poll utlon to his 

drinking water. If the course of the surface water from the 

road was to be changed a corner would have to be cut off and 

a deep se1tE)r sunk and thls would cost a lot of more,{ . 

The Chairman suggested that r. Treanor and Mr. Keegan 

should again e:x.amine the place and see lf it woUld be possible 

to formulate a simple scheme to obvlate flooding. Mr. ]):)ran 

had complained to him (Chairman) that his outhouses were 

being flooded and hls cattle were in danger of being drowned 

in the winter. He proposed a resolution aSking Messrs 

Treanor and Keegan to look into the matter, as he suggested, 

and they m1ght be able to present a report to the next meeting 

of the Finance Committee. 

Mr. O'Byrne seconded the motion which was adopted. 

li'LQODING AT CLONROCBE. 

Mr. Michael Redmond said that the south side of 

Clonroehe road was flooded, especially in the vicinity of 

Mr. Malone's licensed premises. He proposed the following 
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resolution which was seconded by Mr. Corish and adopted:­

"That the Assistant SUrveyor for the District report to 

next meeting as to the flooding in Clonroche, and what steps 

are proposed to be taken to remedy same. If 

ROADS IN BARNTOWN 

Mr. Corish said at last meeting conplaint was made 

as to the condition of two roadS in Barntown area, 009 the 

main road and the other running up from Barntown Castle 

towards the catholic Church and it had been suggested to him 

that some of the Councillors should see these roads and report. 
/'"""" 

Mr. Birthistle, A ssistant Surveyor, said it was not 

---' possible to do anything more than had been do09 with the last 

mentioned road. It was 500 % better than it had been. 

There were big rocks cropping up through it but it had been 

always that way and this comi tion of things was worse on 

otber roads. 

Mr. Corish asked if it would cost much to put the 

road in good condition and Mr. Birthistle pointed out that 

morey was not available at the moment to do more than had 

been do~. 

The matter dropped. 

AUGHNAMAULMEEN LANE 

Mr. peter Doran, Hon Sec. Rock Tavern Fianna Fail 

Cumann, forwarded the following resolut1on:- "That we call 

the attention of the County Council to the deplorable state 

of Aughf!8mBlJlmeen L~ and that they do all in their power 

to have the much needed repairs carried out as soon as possible." 

This would be a great benefit to the residents of this lare 

and also a great rel ief to the large !ll)mber of unemployed in 

the area." 

. BernaI'd Kavanagh, Aughnamaulmeen, Carnew, wrote calling 

attent ion to the condition of this lana. There was a good 

deal of t1llage land along the l:me. The grant was passed 
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for this lane long ago so the writers trusted it would be 

repaired as soon as possible. 

The County Surveyor said that this lane was nentioned 

in connection ith the Minor Relief SChemes vote but no grant 

was ever given. 

Mr. Treanor said that two years ago the lane was passed 

for a grant but it was not approved by the Board of Works. 

They were now making application to have it doz:e under the 

next grant. 

The Chairman propos d and Mr. O'ByrD9 seconded the 

following resolution whiCh was adopted :-

"That AughnamaulIIf)en l~ be recommended for repair 

under Minor Relief Schemes vote when money is available 

under this Schen:e." 

DANG!l:ROUS CORNERS NEAR BREE 

Mr. samuel Deacon, Clonmore, Bree, and Mr. Garret t 

Byrne wrote asking the Counoil to take immediate steps to 

improve the dangerous oorners leading to Bree Village 

from Clonmore and at Clonmore Railway Bridge. Those 

corners are known to members of the Counoil as being very 

dangerous and as motor owners the writers earnestly re­

quest that they be attended to so as to prevent serious 

or fatal acoidents. 

iss O'Ryan said there were no more dangerous 

corners in the oounty than on the whole way from GalbaJ.ly 

to Ennis oor tliY . The corners between GalbaJ.ly and Bree 

should be trimmed. All through the Barony of Forth an 

easenent had been effected at every dangerous corner but 

one c. out on the oorners from GalbaJ.ly to Enn1soorthy 

at the risk of one's life. 

was particularly dangerous. 

The corner at BaJ.lymorris 

Mr. CUllen ASSistant surveyor said that tr 1mming the 

hedge at Ballymorris would not effeot any improvement. It 

would cost £20 to do a proper job there. 
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Miss O'Ryan proposed and Mr. Kelly seconded the 

following resolution which was adopted:- "That corner at 

• Ballymorris and the two other corD9rs on this road be covered 

by a proposal in the D9xt Road Works Scheme." 

FRONTAGE FOR SHOP 

The County Surveyor submitted application from PatriCk 

A. Nolan, Ryland Street, Bunclody, for permission to erect a 

frontage (to serve as ShOp) at his premises. There was 

already a wall erected around the house on the upper side 

and he intended, if granted permission, to bring the new 

erection in line with this. There was also a wall projecting 

some distance at the bottom of the street. 

Mr. Ennis reported that the road at this point was 

straight - 26 feet wide. '!be distance of front wall of new 

building from centre of road. would be 22 feet. There would 

be no practical objection to the erection of the building 

as it would be on the liI)9 of a number of existing walls and 

houses. 

The County Surveyor pOinted out that the statutory 

distance for the erection of any building Was 30 feet from 

the centre of the road. There was no encroach.rnent on any 

part of the surface in this case. 

Mr. Ronan proposed and Mr. Redmond seconded the follow­

ing resolution:-

"That as regardS application of P.A. Nolan, Ryland 
" street, Bunclody, to erect frontage at his premises, the 

County Council take no action." 

passed unanimously. 

POISONS AND PHARMACY ACT LICENCE. 

The following resolution wsa adopted on the motion of 

r. OIByrne seconded by Mr. Kelly:- "That new licence under 

poisons and Pharmacy Act 1903 issue to Mrs. argaret Conran, 

Rathnure, Enniscorthy, report having been received from Garda 

Siocha.na recomnending the. granting of said licence." 
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CINEMA. LICENCE. 

Application for licence for travelling cinema was 

received from iss Esme Walshe, Clongeen. 

Mr. O'Neill, Assistant Surveyor, reported that he had 

examined the cinema which was a collapsible wooden structure, 

wi th four exits. The projector was mounted on a carria~ 

at the rere outside the cirema and was easily moved. He did 

not offer any objection to the issue of licence. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Miss O'Ryan seconded by Mr. Cullimore:- "That Licence under 

Cinematograph Act 1909 issue to Miss Esme Walshe, Clongeen, 

Foulksmills, as the Garda Siochana do not object. II 

INERTIT.l£ FeR ROADS. 

The Manager, Coollattin Estate Co., Shillelagh, Co. Wi ckl ow , 

forwarded leaflets dealing with Inertite, an amalgam with 

bi tuman, tar, asphalt, cement et c. 

The County Surveyor said he got a direction some time 

ago from the Local GoverIl.IllSnt r:epartment to try II Inerti te" on 

grant work at Carnew, but it required a special boiler for 

mixing. He did not think there was much in it. 

'!he Chairman propose.d that the q~stion of the use of 

Inerti te be referred to the County Surveyor for experiment 

when occas1on arises. 

Mr. Corish seconded the motion which was adopted 

nem con. --
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