






of public bodies they \Vere not going to have peace . The 

r esolution laid down that they should condemn the Act, but 

there was another Side , and surely those people ought to put 

forward something in an effort to prevent shooting going on 

in the country. T'nere was a time and place for shooting, 

but he thought everyone would agree that it was very, very 

inopportune that there should be shooting in the country at 

the rntlIISnt . In his opinion the country had a snlendid future 

owing to the position created ingngland by the depreciation 

in sterling . Apart from that they ere to have the .c;uohar-

istic Congress next year, and it ould be calamitous to nave 

any disturbance. He ould be in favour of public bodies 

coming together in an ~ffort to have peace, but he was not 

going to condemn one side more than another. He was a member 

of the Labour party, and when the Bill was introduced that 

party would consider its effect on the country. He had never 

voted yet for a Coercion Act, and he as not golng to pledge 

himself at the council meeting without consultation with hiS 

party . 

Col . Gibbon suggested that they should not discuss 

proposals until the matter of the propOSition was settled. 

Chairman - I have hardly had time to rule . I would like 

to have all the discussion possible i n a legal and present­

able form, but I d&dn t t get many chances to do anything at all 

on thiS, and I think an opportunity has arisen to get me out 

of it admirably. A resolution has been proposed, and I will 

take the feeling of the meeting, and you won ' t have to lay 

blame at the feet of the chairman afterwards. 

A poll was~aken on the amendalent of Mr Cummins with the 

follOWing result:-

For :- !essrs Brennan, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, CumminS, 

D'Arcy, Hayes and G'Ryan - 8. 

Against : - !\.essrs Armstrong, Culleton, Gibbon, Hall, 

!heyl er, Mc Ca.rthy , _£urphy, 0 t Byrne, Qui n, Shannon, Smyth, 

Walsh and the Chairman - 13 . 
© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



essrs Cor i sh and Gaul (2) did not vote . 

The Chairman declared the motion lost . 

The resolution of Mr Culleton as then put. 

The Chairman said that as a vote was not challenged 

he declared Mr Culleton ' s motion adopted. 

Miss O'Ryan - Would you be in favour of sending 

delegates to this Conference in DUblin on 20th October ? 

Chairman - I certainly would not be in favour . 

The Chairman then declared the business concluded 

and left the cha.ir. 

The meeting then terminated. 
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A meeting ofexford County Council was held in 

County Council Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, on 26th 

october, 1931. 

~. . Doyle, Chairman, presided, and there were 

also present:- ~essrs, James Armstrong, John Brennan, 

James Clince, patrick Colfer, Thomas Cooney, Richaxd 

Corish, John Culleton, John Cunmins, Timothy F. D' Arcy, 

Col.C. ,F . Gibbon, James Hall, Patrick Hayes, Thomas 

Maylor, Thomas cCarthy, John \ urphy, Sean G'Byrne, iss 

Nellie o 'Ryan, James Shannon and James E. Walsh. 

Tne secretary, County Surveyor, County Solicitor 

and the following Assistant surveyors were in attendance:­

essrs R.J. Ennis, P. ' Neill, Thos. Cullen, and J .F . 

Birthistle. 

The linutes of last meeting were confirmed. 

PAYMENTS 

Treasurer's AdVice Note for £615: 7: 5d as examined 

and signed. 

THE UTi VERY REV. CANON KEHOE P.P . 
---------------------------

The Chairillan proposed the following resolu~ion:-

"That we offer our heartfelt sympathy to r John Kehoe, 

Assistant Surveyor and the isses Kehoe, in the death of 

Very eVe paul Canon Kehoe, P.P. Cloughbawn. By his demise 

the Church has lost a orthy son and the people of Clough­

bawn a pastor whose every hour was concerned for their 

spiritual and temporal elfare. In the forefront of every 

Nationalist movement his ability and foresight proved 

invaluable? hile his work for the advancement of our native 

language was not the least of his act ivi ties and has earned 

the gratitude of every Gael . " 

In proposing the resolution the Chairman said that in 

the death of Father Kehoe the Church and parishioners had, 

indeed, suffered a very great loss. His popularity was 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



testified to by the very large funeral representative of 

every parish ln the County 'I exford and of many outside of 

it. Father Kehoe was a school fellow of his for two or 

three years and he was always found supporting every 

movement for the benefit of the country. The sor ro hi ch 

was exhibited by the parishioners at the graveside was 

evidence of the affection and esteem in whicn Canon Kehoe 

was held by his own people. 

Mr Cummins in secondlng paid tr ibute to Oanon Kenoe IS 

fine qualities as a priest and Irish gentleman. 

The motion as spoken to by 001. Gibbon, ,essrs O' Byrne, 

Shannon, Hayes and r, I Hyan, the County Secre taxy, County 

Surveyor and County Solicitor. 

It as then adopted in sllence. 

REPLIES TO VOTES OF CONDOLENCE 

On the motion of O'Byrne seconded by r Brennan 

it was decided that the following reply from Miss E.A. Finn, 

priory Street, Ne ROSS, to vote of condolence adopted by the 

County Council ln the death of her father, Mr. ~.J. Finn, 

Ex Town Clerk, New RoSS, be inserted on the Minutes of meeting: 

"Klndly convey to the members of the Co. Council 

my sincere thanks and that of the other members of the 

family, for their s~~pathy with us ln our recent sorrow. 

"I wish also to thank you for your personal sympathy 

and your expression of regret at my dear father's demise. 

R.I.P." 

On the motion of Mr O'Byrne seconded by Mr Brennan 

it was decided that the folIo lng reply from Mr. • Coghlan, 

Janager National Bank, Wexford, to vote of condolence 

adoped by the County Council on the death of Very Rev. Canon 

Sullivan P.P. Bannow, be inserted on the inutes of meeting:-

\I I am very grateful to the County Council f or their 

kind resolution of sympathy in connection with the death 

of the late Canon Sullivan, P.P. Banno. I conveyed the 
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sympathy of the Council as well as your own personal tribute 

to the relatives of the late Canon, who desired me to express 

their best thanks, for same." 

COUNTY StlRVJ:!,"YOR' S _ ~PORT 

The following monthly report was submitted by the 

County Surveyor:-

II I beg to report that Mr Kehoe, Ass istant Surveyor, 

returned to duty, after sick leave, on 1st instant, and has 

since been carrying out his work. 

"Itt oore, Clerk in County surveyor's Office, ill be 

returning to duty on the 26th instant, and I believe his 

health haS much improved by his absence on sick leave. 

The t 0 contracts for laying concrete roads are in pro-

gress and ell advanced. In connection with the Ne Ross 

end of the Pioneer Company's contract I have had difficulty 

in regard to the sand, and I had an intervie i th the Local 

Government repartment' s Engineer in Dublin, and Representatives 

of the pioneer Company. The matter has no been arranged. 

I submit report from Birthistle, ASsistant Surveyor, 

ith reference to the proposed all at Burrow, Rosslare. He 

has made observations of the depthS of water at various states 

of tide as directed by the Council. 

I have been in communi cat ion with the Local Government 

~pa.rtment with reference to use of local tar, and have letter 

dated 8th instant in which it is stated that the letter to the 

secretary in August last authorises the limited use of locally 

produced tar. I am, accordingly, USing it as set out in my 

previous correspondence ith the Department. 

I have had application from the District Justice Clerk 

~nniscorthy, for an anthracite stove in his Office in the 

Courthouse. He 0 ccup ies a long room i th a f ire-place at 

one end, and as the room is incl ined to be damp he asks for 

an anthracite stove which ill thoroughly dry out the place. 

I estimate that the cost of this will be in or about £10. 
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At last meeting of the Council, in connection ith 

Courto n Harbour, there as a communication read from the 

Harbour 'aster, relative to the proposal of Lord Fitz illiam, 

to develop export trade at the par t, and a Committee was 

appointed. I have no written to Lord Fitzwilliam, asking 

when it ould be convenient for him to meet the Committee, 

and shall summon it on hearing from him. 

On the 20th instant the Commi ttee appointed by the 

Council to inspect New Ross Bridge met on the site, and 

report from tbem will be before you. 

In connection with the underpirming of the abutment at 

Ferrycarrig Bridge I visited Cork recently, and inspected the 

pressure piles being put in underpinning foundation there. 

Undoubtedly, this system in many cases must prove satisfactory, 

but I am doubtful as to its application at Ferrycarrig. I 

have gone very carefUlly into the Whole matter, and I have 

Oome to the conclusion that it will be advisable to take 

down exist ing abutment and end span between it and the bas cUle , 

and to re-construct same. This reconstruct ion should provide 

f or a much increased length of end span, and t he abutment 

should be founded on the rock. I have arrived at this 

conclusion 0 ing to the uncertainty of thoroughly eliminating 

movement of the abutment, and also in vie of the fact that 

the bascule opening is at present so jammed that even if the 

abutment be stabilised there must be very extensive work 

carried out on the bascule before it coUld be made to open 

freely. With the re-construction of the end span I consider 

that there will be comparatively little diffiCUlty in dealing 

ith the bascule opening, and I expect that the total cost 

of the t 0 methods Will not differ very much. This work is 

really a Specialistts job, ~ there will be a great deal of 

spec1al deSigning and calculation of stresses. Moreover, 

it Will be advisable, to my mind, that some preliminary work 

be done in the way of excavating at the back of the existing 
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abutment and putting in bore holes in front of it. 

Accordingly, I ask that the Council should put funds at 

my disposal to cover cost of the Specialist, and to carry 

out this preliminary work hich shoUld be done under his 

advice. I beg to report that at the present time, I am 

carrying out the repairs to the concrete on the remaining 

port ion of the b~idge, where the reinforcement was exposed 

to corrosion, and I shall, I believe, make a satisfactory 

job of this." 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

r O' Byrne seconded by Mr Clince:-

"That the Report of County Surveyor submitted to this 

meeting be received and considered." 

Wall at Burrow Rosslare : The following report under 

date 23rd OCtober, 1931, was read from Mt Birthistle, 

Assistant Surveyor :-

"I have paid several visits to Rosslare Burrow in 

connection with above, both on Spring and neap tides. 

"In normal weather conditions on a High Spring Tide 

there is not more than 14" ater to be deal t with al ong 

the worst portions of the proposed line of wall. Only in 

one short spot was there a depth of Ie". On Neap tides 

there is only a rise of 4" or 5" of water along t he worst 

portions of the line. 

"From enquiry and a study of the neighbourhood I find 

that only with a heavy gale from S.E. and a high t ide are 

conditions any worse. I am waiting an opportunity of see-

ing the place under such conditions. 
r, 

In reply to the Chairman the County Surveyor said the 

cost of proposed wall at the place would be from £800 to 

£1,000. 

The tfuairman said that the extraordinary high cost 

of the wall for tre benefit of very few people prevented 
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the Council undertaking the work. The lat ter compl ained 

that they could not get their children to school and that 

even a horse and cart could not be brought along the place 

at certain times 0 ing to the flooding by high tides. The 

Committee whiCh went into the matter did not consider the 

hardship as great as was represented. 

Col . Gibbon cons idered that in view of t he Council's 

finances and report of Mr Birthistle they would not be jus­

tified in spending £1 , 000 on the place. 

Mt Birthist1e said that the situation would be con­

siderably eased if the small corner ~ediately off the 

dead end of the Burrow road to the Bank could be filled in. 

This place was flooded practically at all tides .. 
. 

Col. Gibbon said it would be very useful to obtain 

Mr Birthistle's further observations as tides would not be 

nearly as high as When his recent observations were made. 

It was decided to adjourn further consideration for 

the supplemental report of Mr Birthist1e and that the Co. 

Council members for Wexford County Electoral Area should 

meet the land owners concerned on Tuesday, 3rd November, 

at 3.30 p .m. at end of Burrow road to consider the propoSal 

of tbe County Committee of (lgricul ture to plant part of the 

estuary with rice grass to ascertain if this would obviate 

the flooding . " 

Anthracite stove fof District Court Clerk' s Office ; The 

folIo ing resolution was adopted on the motion of Mt 

ccarthy seconded by Mt OtByrne :-

II That anthracite stove be, as recommended by couhty 

SUrveyor, procured for office of District Court Clerk, 

~nniscorthy, cost of stove and fitting not to exceed £7, 

amount to be taken from Public Works Account'! 

Courtown Harbour : Letter under date 24th october, 1931, 

from Lord Fitzwilliam, 10 Grosvenor st. London W. l . to 

County Surveyor was read. In this it as pOinted out that 
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the harbour had been carefully and scientifically laid 

out and that there were great possibilities in the place 

for small trading ships of 100 or 200 tons many of which 

trade al,ong the ~elsh and. ~ng1ish Coasts in the slate trade 

and carrying oad material. Lord Fitzwilliam was uartic-

ular1y interested in thiS, as he had been trying for some 

years to develop the slate trade at Kilcavan not many miles 

from Courtown where he saw possibilities. He was at pres­

ent shipping about 160 tons a month from Arklow, some­

where between 23 and 25 miles from the quarries, very long 

for motor haulage and very expensive for rail haulage. 

He got into the harbour without trouble in his yacht of 88 

tons, Thames measurement drawing about five feet. Once 

inside there was good quay accommodation, with about 9 or 

10 feet of water alongside the wallS, though the centre of 

the harbour had become silted up and required dredging. He 

realised that the harbour had not been used seriously for 

many years due he thought to the fact that the rai1wB¥ 

was so distant and that there was no siding accommodation 

on or near the quays. He realised further that Since the , 
War mechanical traction as becoming much more universally 

used in the south of Ireland
J 

and that the County Council 

had put down a very fine cement road between coprtown and 

Gorey. This encouraged him to think that if industries 

such as granite quarries, slate quarries or others were 

developed in the district (as no doubt they existed in the 

past) there being a great demand for these conurDdi ties 

in England, the old objection of distance from the railway 

was lar ge1y over come . 

He had not at too moment any definite proposal for 

shipping large tonnage lnertite slate flour or slates but 

if Courtown Harbour happened to be more sui table and more 

up to date than Arklow, it would afford just such facilities 

as Kilcavan slate quarries required. 
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Did the County Council think the Harbour could be made 

a practical one and usable if trade was forthCOming. He 

concluded that the · only trade available Would be some briCkS, 

slates, slate flour ant imber, all going out and coal coming 

in. He might be able to malre engagement for a short inter­

view With some members of the Council on 12th November at 

Coollatt in. 

Mr 0 'Byrne proposed and Mr D' Arcy seconded the follow­

ing resolution whiCh was unanimously adopted:-

"That the Committee appOinted to consider proposals of 

Lord itzwilliam relative to Courtown Harbour improvements, 

viz., the County councillorsfor Gorey Electoral area, invite -

through the County Surveyor - to a meeting, persons Who are 

interested fn the development of this harbour with a view to 

drafting recommendations for submission to the Council. 

That the Committee select representatives with the County 

Surveyor to wait on Lord Fitzwilliam on 12th Jovember, 1931, 

at Co011attin, and th t report of interview be also sub-

mitted to the Council. That day and hour of meet ing of 

Committee be arranged by County Surveyor." 

New Ross Bridg§: The County surveyor submitted the follow-

ing report of Ne Ross Bridge Committee:-

"On the 20th October, 1931, the Committee appointed by 

the County Council met at the Bridge. 

"There were present: - Messrs Walsh ar..d Cooney, and 

also Mt Brennan: the other members of the Committee were 

unable to attend. Mr 0' Neill, Assistant Surveyor, and the 

Bridge Caretaker, as Vi€lll as the County Surveyor were in 

at tendance . 

"The Committee having examined the Bridge both from 

above and belo is satisfied that there is no serious wasting 

of the plates. percolation of water f rom. the roadway has 

in the past caused some slight asting, but this is now very 

much reduced by the surf ace drUa1ng of tb3 roadway, and, 
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probably, can be entirely elL~inated by further bitumen 

dressing. The examination of the original Plans and Specifi~ation 

ith re-calculation of stresses by the County Surveyors will 

indicate the safe loading under modern traffic conditions. 

The comrnitee makes the following recormnendations:-

1. Where old-standing set tlement appears in abutment on 

down stream left bank, the cut stone should be re-set so as 

to align with the unsettled IDa$onry. 

2. The ornamental caps of all piers and abutn:ents should be 

repaired. 

3. Small defects in railings and guard plates should be 

repaired. Also manhole covers. 

4. Further bitumen dressing should be given to the road 

and footway surface so as to make them Watertight and prevent 

percolation. This applies more paxticulaxly to the channels, 

and also to the timber decking on the s ing section, and to the 

troughing in the main girders. 

5. The ch ins and geaa: for working the s ing section 

should be thoroughly over hauled. 

b. Small repairs should be carried out to the dolphins. 

7 . thorough cleaning down and repaint irg of the whole 

ironwork should be provided for and the work put in hands early 

next Spring. 

Subject to such other matters that may be dealt with 

in the promised report from the t 0 County Surveyors, the 

Committee is of opinion that on completion of the above 

recommended work the Bridge ill be in a sound and satisfactory 

condition. " 

Mr Walsh said the point the Committee ished to stress as 

that the bridge required painting as soon as po~sible to pre­

vent further deterioration. He would also ask the County 

Surveyor to have the bitumen dressing applied to the road: ay to 

prevent further percolation of water. f course the important 

work as the painting and this should be taken in hands as soon 
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as could be arranged. He understood that the work could 

not be done at the moment but the bitumen treatment of the 

channel$ could be carried out at once and he proposed it should 

be put in hands. 

Mr Oorish seconded the resolution, hich as adopted 

unanimously. 

The fOllowing resolution as then adopted on the motion 

of Mr Q'Byrne seconded by Mr Clince :- "That the monthly 

Report of the County Surveyor to this meeting be and is hereby 

approved . " 

Ferr¥carrig Bridge .~pair: Under date 23rd October, 1931, 

the tepartment of Industry & Commerce (1'ransport and arine 

Branch) wrote (M. S. 2t329) stating that a communication had 

been received from the Wexford Harbour Commissioners protest­

ing aga.inst the proposal for the substitution of a fixed span 

for the existing opening span of the bridge. press cutting 

of the meeting of the Harbour Commissioners was enclosed 

and the Council were asked to forward their observations to 

the Department in regard to the staterrents madeat this meeting. 

The County Surveyor said that a preliminary est imate for 

underpinning the abutment was £1,700, but this did not include 

the alteration of the bascule . 

would be about £2,000. 

The total cost of the work 

The ChairIrJa:l sai d that the bridge was erected 10 years 

and there must have been something radically wrong ith the 

design when it as estimated to cost this very large sum no . 

The County Surveyor said that the brid~as not in a 

satisfactory position at the ~esent time particularly at 

the end here the abutm9nt was slipping forward and the 

bascule being jammed. The abutment was founded on mud . 

The original intention had been to have the last span 

cantilevered and not raised on the abutment and ~ did not 

kno· why this depaxture from the original design had been 

made. He asked for £100 for making the necessary borings 
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and. excavations at the back and when these ere made he 

would be in a position to maJ.{e a further report . 

The Chairman said it as only right to state that 

I I 

Mr Barry was not theft County Surveyor when the bridge as 

erected. 

Mt 'Byrne proposed and Mr Brennan seconded the 

following resolution which was adopted :- "That the sum 

of £100, to be withdrawn from PUblic WorkS Account, be 

placed in the handS of the county surveyor for the purpose 

of employing Specialist and carrying out necessary borings 

and excavations at Ferrycarrig Bridge . " 

In reply to Mt CUlleton the County Surveyor said that 

even if t hey had permission to close the opening span the 

Council would still have to carry out the work of under­

pinning the abutment. If the bascule was to be a fiXed 

span a short timber temporary bridge would have to be er­

ected while the ,work was being carried out . 

Kerlogge oad: The follOWing memorial extensively signed 

was read: - "e the undersigned ish to bring to the 

notice of the Wexford County Council the very dangerous 

state of the exford-Rosslare Road bet een junction of 

Kilmore road and the town of exiord. At present parts 

are almost impassable to horses due to the slippery con­

di tion of the :Surface . va suggest here no margins have 

been left for horse traffic, sand or quarry dust might be 

scattered periodocally in order to give our animals a 

footing . " 

Mr F. staples V. S. xiord, rote that on the l~th 

October, 1931, his pony came do n at Kerlogue breaking both 

trap shafts. It was very fortunate more serious damage 

did not happen. Mr Culleton . C.C. was on the road at the 

time . He (iJ1: Staples) thought the County Council was 

liable for the daraage. 
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lirs Echlin, Drinagh House, wrote that on liondBf, 19th 

October, 1931, her porq fell on this road . 

three tinws previously on the same road. 

It had fallen 

Mr . G. revereux, Ballyfinogue, Drinagh, rote that on 

four occasions his milk horses came down on this road with 

serious loss of milk and damage to the animals. 

r culleton Said that constant complaints were made 

as to the polished condition of th:is road . He thougb.'l a 

haerow should be run over the side so as to ensure a margin 

over which animals could travel . 

The County surveyor said t hat they had no chippings 

at Kerlogue uarry for such work. He had intended putting 

them out andould do so immediately . 

Mr D' ;.;xcy said a margin should be left on all these 

roads in the Count y . It was a scandal to see the manre r in 

hich horses were constantly fall ing. 

The Chairman sai. d he had maee reason to complain of this 

particular road than any other Councillor as he lived on it. 

The whole road was now becoming pol ished and something ould 

have to be done if people were to use it . 

Ml' Hall said he was al ays of t .M opinion that the 

slipperiness of these roadS was caused because too much tar 

as used in the ir improvement . 

The Chairman said he believed that the chippings used 

in the work ere not sufficiently coarse . 

iss 0 'Ryan said that a ide margin should ha:ve been 

left on th~e roads to cater for t he plain people Who could 

not afford motors . . This had been done successfully in other 

Counties . 

The County Surveyor said that in other counties the 

margin left had cut up badly and the margin was no being 

filled. The concentration of the traff io in the ore line 

did too harm. 
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Mr O'Byrne said that Esmonde street, Gorey, was becoming 

very Slippy and dangerous to horse traffic. When this 

happened before screeningrhad been spread with good results 

and he suggested that screenings should be rene ed. 

The County Surveyor said he would have chippings spread 

on Esmonde Street, Gorey. 

Mr Culleton said that chippings ould be effective for a 

short time only. 

dangerous roads. 

They should teax up the sides of these 

The County Surveyor said the Council had been in treaty 

with the Selskar Iron Works for a gritting machine but it was 

not entirely satisfactory. He, however, understood from Mr 

Birthistle, ASsistant Surveyor, that suCh improvements had been 

made as ould allo satisfactory work to be done. The Council 

should authorise him to purch e one of~se rraChines 

After discussi. on the folloW! ng resolution was adopted on 

the motion of Mr Corish seconded by Mt Shannon:-

"That the Council procure a road gritting IDa,chine from 

Selskar Iron orkS, cost not to exceed £20 cost to be taken from 

appropriate Contingency Fund." 

mATH OF TI OM LARKIN 
-----------~------

The following under date 21st October, 1931, (R/RM/32) 

was read from the Local Government r::epaxtment:-

"Wi th reference to your letter of lbth instant relative 

to a proposal of exford County Oouncil to make an ex gratia 

payn:ent to the idoW of a man no died as the result of an 

accident while employed by the Council, I am directed by the 

inister for Local Gover:n.n:ent and Public HeaL th to state that 

if a payment cannot be legally made, his sanction would not 

legalise it." 

On the suggestion of the Chairman it was decided that 

Mt Corish T.D. should interview the inister for Local Govern­

ment as to the proposal of the county Council to pay Mrs 

axkin an ex-gratia grant of £50. 
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W HOUSE AT P u~'UR 

The following under date 23rd october, 1931, was read from 

Mr John Kehoe, Assistant Surveyor:-

"Ail' aurice Breen, DUngulph, Duncannon, has built a small 

house near Poulfur Catholic Church, at the junction between 

·ain Road No. 70 and Road No. e45. 

"The house is well in from either road, but there are 

two walls built from the house the end of one being only 14 

feet from the centre of road No. 70 and the end of the otner 

all about 12 feet from the centre of No. e45. 

lIyou may remember inspecting this place a few years 

ago with view of changing the direction of the road so as to 

take aJJay a· bad curve. 

If this work is ever dore I'm afraid the Walls mentioned 

above will sermously interfere with the project." 

The following resolution as adopted on tne motion of 

~ Corish. seconded by Mr D'Arcy:-

"That the County Councillors for Ne Ross Electoral 

Area be aPPointed a committee to inspect and report as to 

house erected by aurice Breen at poulfur, i th County 

Surveyor and Mt Kehoe, District Surveyor. That County 

Surveyor arrange for place, date and hour of meeting and 

summon members of same." 

. DUNCANNON PIER 

The following under date 20th ctober, 1931, was 

re ad f r.om Kehoe, AS siS tan t Surveyor:-

"Some time ago the Fishermen at Duncannon complained 

of their nets being torn hen taking them out of the water 

at the inner Pier on account of the rough masonry in the 

front of the Pier. 

"I inspected the place yesterday, and could not find 

anything wrong there. The Pier wall is roughly built, 

but it is just the same now as men I kne it first. 
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"I do not think you can do anything in the mat ter . II 

11' Cor ish said the information 11e had received from 

the local people was at variance with this report . 

')1he Chairman proposed and Ml' Hall seconded the following 

resolution which as adopted:- "That the County Councillors 

for New oss County Electoral rea be appOinted a Committee 

to inspect Duncannon Pier, inspection to take place on same 

day as inspection of road at Clork-d, Comni ttee to be summoned 

by County Surveyor . " 

OAD. AY HALL 

The folIo lng report under date 23rd October, 1931, was 

read from Mt Birthistle, ASSistant surveyor:-

"I visited above hall on 12th instant, in connection with 

r DOyle ' S application for a Cinema Licence. 

"There are three substantial exits, and many large 

indo s in the side of the building. The operators box is 

constructed of fire resisting material - has its own separate 

entrance, and is built on to one end of the · ain Hall. 

"I regard the Hall as quite SUitable for a Cinema 

show. The only possible objeotion is t:te seating which 

consists of loose forms. These might be temporarily 

joined together during picture performances ." 

The following resolution as adopted on the motion of 

the Chairman seconded by Mt Corish :-

"That the attention of Hon secretary, BroadWay Hall, 

be called to the recommendation of Birthistle, ASSistant 

Surveyor, as to joining up the loose forms in the hall for 

exhibitions of moving pictures." 

ILLNESS OF ASSISTANT SURVEYOR 
-----------------------

The following extract from · inutes of Finance Committee 

meeting of 22nd ctober, 1931, was confirmed on the motion 

of Mr O' Byrne seconded by Mr Ha.ll :-

"The County surveyor reported that M:r Treanor, ASSistant 

Surveyor, Gorey District, had to undergo on 14th October , 1931, 
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an operation in :or. Furlong's Nursing Home, exford, and 

ould not be fit for duty for at least 10 days from date 

of meeting of Finance Comm1t~ee. 

'Ibe folIo ing resolution was adopted on the motion 

of o 'Byrne seconded by SharmD)n:-

"That acting on Report of County Surveyor ten days' 

sick leave be granted to Treanor, ASSistant Surveyor, 

Gorey District, as from this date." 

Under date 26th October, 1931, Dr. S.A. Furlong, 

Infirmary House, Wexford, forwarded the follo ing Certificate:­

"This is to certify that T. Treanor, is unable to 

attend to his duties 0 ing to an operation for haemorrhoids. II 

C ~LAINT OF CONDITION F ~ 

The following under date 1st ctober, 1931, as read 

from Mr· peter O'Connor, Solicitor, O'Connell street, water­

ford:-

"I have been instructed by r illiam Ward, of Clonlard, 

Duncannon, to write to you 1n reference to the bad state of 

repair of the road leading to his house. 

"1Jy client informs me that the road in question is in 

such a shocking state of repair that he is unable to use it 

for the purpose of orking his farm, as on several occasions 

'When he took a lorry over it the springs were broken. In this 

connection he has produced to me receipted bill for £5:16: 6d 

which shows that betv;een 6th March last and lOth August my 

client had six springs broken, and one spring broken in his 

pri vat1motor car owing to the condit ion of the r cad ment ioned. 

My client has no deSire to be obliged to go to the expense 

of instituting proceedings for recovery of the loss he has 

sus tained fur ough the failure of your Counci 1 to keep the road 

in a proper state of repair; but if something is not done 

shortly to put the road at least in a passable state, my client • 
has instructed me to institute proceedings 

My Client is a very large ratepayer and gives consider-
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able employment, and it is submitted that he is a,t least 

deserving of consideration on the part of your Council. 

When the matter of the Clonlard Road was raised at 

your last meeting, it was stated that my client's lorry was 

responsible for its condition. Now nrg- client emphatically 

denies that this is the case, and states if the road had 

had a proper surface put on it, and if the material used by 

the Contractor in repairing it had been checked it would 

not be in the bad condition that it is. 

If the report of your last meeting as reported in the 

New Ross Standard of the 18th ult. is accurate, a deliberate 

. mis-statement was made by the County Surveyor that he had 

replied to my client's letter in connection with this matter, 

as he instructs me that he never received any written com­

munication in respect of the complaint by him. 

Please lay this letter before your Council and I trust 

that it will receive very careful consideration, as my client 

cannot allow the present deplorable condition of things to 

continue without taking some adequa.te steps for his own pro­

tection. " 

The County Surveyor Sal d he thought he had wr i tten to 

:Mr ard in the matter and there was no question of a deliberate 

mis-staterrent. He wa~f course speaking from recollection 

at the time. He certainly wrote to Mr Murphy! . C. c. and 

Mr O'Neill, Assistant Surveyor, in connection with this 

road to inspect and see What could be done. 

Mr fiurphy said no one who knew the County Surveyor 
~ 

would ever accuse of making a del iberate mis-state lent. He 
" 

( r Murphy) had had a communication from the County Sur-

veyor in the matter. ant of money was really the cause 

of not attending to it before no . 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

r 'urphy seconded by :Mr 0 'Byrne: - "That the County Coun­

cillors for New oss ~lectoral rea inspect and report as to 
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condition of road at Clonlard in respect of which complaint 

of its condition has been made by a "lilliam Waxd . " 

GREAT ISLAND SL Ul C,h;S 

Under date 7th October, 1931, :Ml'. N. Murphy, Kilmokea, 

. Campile ~ rote that the Gall .ey (power ) Estate Great Island 

ould shortly be vested in the tenants and on this estate 

there axe two 81 uices and t 0 embankments . One of the se 

sluices and one of the embankments was in the Kilmannock 

Drainage Area and was partly secured by £400 invested in the 

name of the Public Trustee . 

The other sluice and its embankment ou~Side Kilmannocl{ 

Drainage Area was in a dangerous condition. The matter was 

brought to the notice of the Land Comrrdssion with a view to 

having some of the purchase money set aside as was dOn;3 in the 

case of Kilmannock. Bat chen, Engineer , of the Office of 

publiC lorkS, who made a detailed inspection in January last 

agreed that the structures ere in a dangerous condition. 

The Head Inspector, :Mr Campbell, was down after Mr Batchen 

and said that there was no chance of getting money invested . 

The tenants heard no more of the matter . If this sluice or 

embankrrent gave way it ould seriously jeopardize the pro­

tection wall of the County Council leading into the Great 

Island. He suggested tllat the County Council should make 

representations to the Land Coromisson on this point . Some 

years ago this embanKment burst and .the tide carne in and 

did about £150 damage by removing all ·the ea:cthen "backing" 

from the protection all and tearing up the public road. 

It was the previous failure of too sane embanlanent that 

necessitated the building of the protection all at a cost 

of £.360 , to the Grand Jury i'n 1~~5 . A very serhous flood­

ing of land ould follow any accident to the sluice or em­

bankment , 

Mr urphy said if these sluices were not kept in order 

the Great Island ould become an island in reality . The Council , 
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only for the protection of their own property and of the 
/ 

Kilmannock drainage area/Should make representa.tions to the 

Land Commission to earmark out of the purchase money a 

sufficient &~ount to produce allilual Interest to cover cost of 

keeping the sluices and embankment in order. 

The folIo ing resolution was then adopted on the motion 

of r ~urphy seconded by Mr Cumrtlins:- "That representations 

be rmade to the Land Commission that when about to vest the 

lands on the Gallwey-po er and Barret Hamil ton estates in the 

tenants a sufficient amount would be retained from the purchase 

money the interest of which hen invested auld produce 

sufficient to keep the drainage emba~~ents and sluices on 

these estates in good working order. We wish to point out 

that the owners of these estates ere responsible l' or the 

maintenance of drainage in the past and this responsibility 

should not now be passed on to the purchasing tenants. 

II That essrs Jordan and C~rish T. D. 'S be asked to interest 

themselves on behalf of the tenants concerned." 

SP.I!;CIAL SUB1C ' ITTEE llcw) MAINTENANCE 

Report of this Sub-COmmittee which sat on 22nd 'ay ,1929, 

was laid before the meeting. 

The secretary explained that this report was adjourned 

from time to time· on the last occasion for twelve months. , 
This period was no eXPire~ the report came for ard for 

consideration. 

The follo ing resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr O'Byrne seconded by Mr Cllnce:- "That Report of special 

Sub-Comrni ttee Road aintenance be referred to the incoming 

County council. II 

UNIV: SITY SCHa SHIP SCHEME 

The following inute of Finance C01Dn11ttee meeting of 

22nd october, 1931, was confirmed on the motion of ~ Corish 

seconded by Mr cummlns :-
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"Under date 19th October, 1931, Mr J~A. Flynn, 

Bal lyvo clare , Campile, wrote that as he as leaving shortly 

for ome to pursue his ecclesiastical studies in the Irish 

College there, it would be impossibleFor him to avail of the 

University SCholarship awarded by the County Council. 

proposed by 

and passed:-

o 'Byrne and seconded by Mr Culleton 

".Lhat vacant scholarship be offered to .lSXy Kavanagh, 

Hollyfort, Gorey, who has been decided by the Academic Council, 

University College, Dublin, as eligible for the award of such 

scholarship. ff 

"Under date 17th October, 1931, Mr Joseph CUllen, 

16 onck street, exford, wrote ~plying for an extension of 

hiS SCholarship wi th a view to obtaining the Higher Diploma 

in Education, as he had been informed by the University 

Authorities that he was successful in securing the B. Sc. !agree." 

"proposed by M:r O 'Byr~ and seconded by Mr CUlleton and 

adopted:-

"That the Council be recom.nendod to accede to the request 

of MX Joseph CUllen B. Sc., University Scholar, for an extension 

of his SCholarship in order to obtain the Higher Diploma in I 
ducation. " 

The follo . ng resolution as adopted on the motion of 

Shannon seconded by r O'Byrne :-

"That t..'l1e Council be recomnended to agree to changes of 

addresses for University Scholarship holders:-

John Dunphy, c/o Mrs T. C'Byrne, Rathcoole, Co. DUblin. 

John J. Hunt, shview, Chapleizod, Co. Dublin, 

provided the premises are approved by the Dean of Residence ." 

COV£RING FOR FLO OF COUNTY COURTHOUSE 

The following extract from inutes of inance COrrITlittee 

meeting of 22nd october, 1931, was submitted:-

"Under date 13th ctober, 1931, Mr Elgee, County Solicit or, 

for arded for consideration the following letter 404/296 from 
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the Department of .inance :-

""h i th further reference to your letter of the 9th ul t . , and 

previous correspondence regarding the payment of the balance of a 

conditional Award of £5 ,000: 0: 0 : made in respect of the 

destruction of exiord Courthouse, I am directed by the .1inister 

for Finance to state that he understands that the ac~oustics of 

the ne Courthouse are defective , that the County Council has so 

far failed to carry out a request made to them on more than one 

occasion that the floor of the Building should be covered i th 

linoleum or matting and that in consequence the Judge has been 

obliged to direct that the Circuit Court Business be transfer r ed 

to ,d;nniscorthy . 

"I am to inform you t nat the question of paying the balance 

of the A ard to the Council must be deferred until the require­

.Lents of the Judge have reasonably been met . 

"I am also to point out that the necessity for transferring 

Oircuit Court Business to inniscorthy involves the irr~osition 

ofl Public unds of avoidable exrense . This fact ill be taken 

into consideration when the balance of the ~ard is being dis­

charged. If 

"Atter discussion it as decided to refer this matter to 

the County Council in vie of the refusal of the Council to pro­

vide a coverirg xeferred to in letter from Department of inance! 

The follo ing resolution as adopted on the motion of the 

Chairman secondSd by Mr v 'Byrne: - "That ~ 1 gee , Co . Solicitor, 

direct the attention of the inance Department to Standing Order 

No. 29 of exford County Council as folIo s :-

II No motion to rescind or vary any resolution hi ch has 

been passed ithin the preceding twelve months, nor any motion 

to the same effect as any ,otion hich has been negatived 

ithin the preceding t Ive months shall be in order, unless 

the notice t Lereof shall have been given and specified in the 

summons, and in the notice shall bear , in addition to the nan:e 

of the ~ember ho proposes the 'Lotion , the names of four other 
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members; and nen any suCh ·otion has been disposed of 

by the council, it shall not be competent for any member t~ 

propose a similar lotion within a further period of six 

months." 

" nat 1gee, point out that a motion to rescind 

the decision of the Council refusing to provide a covering 

for the County Courthouse floor has been already defeated. II 

L 0DING F Pru;lviI S T KILRUSH (BUNOLOnY') 

The folloWing report under date 23rd October, 1931, 

VIlas read from r .ct:nnis, Assistant Surveyor, as to the flood-

ing of shop of Codd, Xilrush:-

"I have inspected this place . It is the usual case 

of a house buil t under the level of the road. In tin:e of 

heavy rain it does undoubtedly get some water from the road 

surface . It .ould be almost imnossible to provide an ab-

solutely perfect remedy . However, an expenditure of about 

£11 on sheeting and banking with taxred stone would greatly 

improve Jlatters . 

from being torn. 

This would also prevent the road surface 

I would suggest that the work be brought 

forwaxd as a proposal for next year', as it ould be best 

done in the Summer . Mr Codd ould be satisfied i th this . " 

Armstrong proposed and ar Shannon seconded the 

follo ing resolution WhiCh as adopted:-

II That the recommendation of Assistant SUrveyor relative 

to flooding of the pre[{lises of Mr Cooo, Kilrush , Bunclody, 

be adopt ed. " 

DJMP OR BUNCLODY 

In con.nection i th letter from ;J.r . .L . , . Hall are 

9ffering a vacant space for use as refuse dump by the people 

of Bunclody village the follo ing under date 15th October, 

1931 , as read from Mt Ennis, Assistant Surveyor: -

"I think this is really more a matter for the Board of 
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.deal tho The disposal of house refuse is the real problem . 

At present I have great difficulty in preventing it from being 

placed on the sides of the roads. Of course if there was a 

depot for rubb ish we would put a certain amount of road 

scrapings etc., in it. These ould help to keep it Rightly 

and sanitary. This letter from Mr Hall Dare ought to be sent 

to Mr G. Flood. In the meantime I 111 find out where this 

old quarry is, and instruct our Foreman to put anything Which 

he has to dispose of into it. II 

The follo ing resolution as adopted on the motion of 

r Corish seconded by Mr O'Byrne:- "That all corresnondence 

in connection with offer of r Hall Dare to provide dump for 

Bunclody village be forwarded .County Board of Health for the 

information of that body ." 

ADVERTISING C NT CT FOR 1932 . 
----------------------

T'ne follo ing resolution was adoped on the motion of 

Mr 0 'Byrne seconded by Mr Breman: - "Thaj the Council 

inform proprietors of the three local papers they are pre­

pared to onter into a contract for the publication of the 

advertisements of County Council and County Committee of 

Agricul ture for one year as from 1st January, 1932 , at £110 

in e£lab. case." 

ROAD NUISAN~ 

The following resolution as adopted on the motion of 

the Chairman seconded by Mr 'Byrne:- "That Mr l!.Jlgee, 

Solicitor, be directed to take the necessary steps to compel 

James Brookes, Ballyprecus, Bunclody, to remove hut at Bally­

precus and which is an obstruction on the public road." 

PROPOSED SALE OF LABOURERS' COTTA~S 
-------------------------------

statement of ,r E.J. 11:itchell, .C.C. a.t Limerick 

County Council as to sale of labourers ' cottages to the 

tenants as submitted. The cottages were to be disposed of 
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for cash or by loan, proceeds to be applied for the building 

of additional cottages, and amoWlt of purchase money to be 

fixed by valuation. Mr 1i tcllell held that the scheme would 

greatly benefit the ratepayers and that there. ould be no 

danger of the cottages being allo ed to fall into disrepair , 

after purchase. 

The following resolution w as adopted on the motion of 

Col . Gibbon seconded by :r CUlleton:-

"That the statement of U'. .J . i tahell, COWlty 

COWlcillor, Limerick, as to sale of labourers ' cottages be 

furnished County wexford Board of Hea.l th for the information 

of that body . " 

PROPOSED CONV.d.:NTION COUNTY COUNCILLORS 

The following resolutionwas received from Tipperary 

OOWlty COWlcil (S . R. ) : -

"Tnat the Chairman and Vice Chairman of County CouncilS; 

Corporations, and Urban Councils be requested to hold a 

Convention in Dublin imrnedla .. tely for the purpose of asking 

the Leaders of the different parties in the Dail to find a 

common basis of agreement for the acceptance of Treaty Rights 

so that the Nation may proceed to its economic development 

in peace and good order . II 

An exactly similar resolution with however, the fOllow­

ing addition was received from Cavan County Council : -

"And that the Convention hen assembled and Chairman 

agreed to lllli~diately proceed to issue an invitation to the 

Cardinal Prtmate (~ost Rev. Dr . 1 aCRory) to preSide and assist 

the Convention in its objects. AS a second important sub-

Ject the Convention to also consider the relationship between 

the Governing Authority and the Local Authorities in the 

State . " 

iss O' Ryan proposed and Mr CUlID1ins seconded the 

adoption of the Tipperary ~esolution . 
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The Chairman and Vice Chairman stated if resolution was 

adopted they ould not at tend the Convention. 

After a long discussion a vote as taken with the follow­

ing result:-

For:-- ~essrs Clince, Colfer, Cooney, Cunnins , Hall , 

Hayes and ~ 'Ryan - 7. 

AAainst;- rv:essrs Armstrong, CUlleton, Gibbon, leyler, 

Mccarthy, Hurphy, 0 ' Byrre, Shannon, Walsh and the Cha.1rman - 10 . 

.l.\!1r Corish (1) declined to vote and Messrs Brennan and 

D' Arcy (2) ere not present when vote was taken. 

Tne Chairman declared the motion lost. 

The resolution from Cavan County Council as not pro­

posed . 

PUBLIC SAFETY ACT 

The following resolution as moved by Mt Cummins ~ 

seconded by Iv..iss O'Ryan:- "That we agree ith the following 

resolution adopted at the meeting of ~estmeath County Council 

on eth october, 1931:-

"That we the .embers of the estmeath County Council vie 

i th grave apprehension the so called Public Safety Act about 

to be enacted in the Free State Parliament. 

" e regard such a Bill as a grave menace to the 1 iberty 

of the individual and to the peace of the Nation. 

"That we calIon all Public Bodies to do their J,ltmost to 

secure its wi thdra al or defeat ." 

After discussion a vote was taken on the motion with 

the followlng result:-

For :-- \~essrs Cl ince, Colfer, Cooney, CUlIJrflins, H~S, 

and O'Ryan - 6. 
4f;a.inst: - l'.,Iessrs Armstrong, Culleton, Gibbon, Hall, 

.... eyler, !:cCarthy, .... urphy, o 'Byrne , Shannon, I alsh and the

t Chairman - 11. 

iessrs Bremnan and D'Arcy (2) were not present p 11 

was taken, and r Corish (1) declined to vote. 

The Chairman declared the resolution lost. 
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