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misapprehend the nature of the engagement into Which-Jthey
entered when they voted the original contribution of £200
(in March 1929) and the additional contribution of £100 (on
30th August 1929). It would appear that the Council suppose
that we made a contract with them to produce certain results
for a sum of £00 or less, one-half to be paid by the Council,
and that the Council has the rignt to refuse payment if the
desired results are not produced. This is not the case. We
made no contract. The Council indicated their wishes andl gave
us certain information as to the.conditions existing at Kilmore.
We estimated that, assuming these conditions to exist, it might
be possible to produce the desired results- for £400. The con-
ditions were not as stated by the Council and for this and other
reasons it has proved impracticable to produce the results-de-
sired even for £00; but we have done the best that could be
done for £600 under the existing conditions. We have no res-
ponsibility to the County Council to produce any definite result,
but only to do the best that can be done, of which we are the
judges. The sum of £297:13:2d4. is due to us by the Council;
if it is not paid by the 15th proximo we shall report the facts
to the Department of Finance with a recommendation that the
amount be stopped out of Grants payable to the Council, and it
will also be our duty to report the facts to the Department of
Local Government and Public Health."

County Surveyor - The information we gave them was what
we had from previous Fishery Departments or the Board of Works.

. Chairman - Where were the conditions altered 7

County Surveyor - There were rubble stones instead of sand.
That's really the only thing in it.

Colonel Gibbon said he did not see that the Council could
do anything. All the blame was thrown on the Council. The
County Surveyor told the Council in his report that he informed
the Board of Works that the stuff to be dredged was sand, He
(Colonel Gibbon) and other representatives of the Council ac-
‘companied the Government Engineer to Kilmore, and they asked him

what was to be done before the Council did anything. It was
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more or less on his opinion that they acted, rather than oh
the report of the County Surveyor, whose main work was, after
all, on the roads, and who was not set up as a real expert on
the dredging of harbours, whereas the man sent down was an en-
gineer, sent down in the capacity of an expert.

Chairman - What about submitting that argument to the
" Board of Works ?

Mr Corish said that, as far as he remembered, the position
as outlined by Colonel Gibbon was correct. Apparently they
were in the hands of the Board of Works in the absence of a
proper contract, but at the same time he thought they were en-
titled to better service from the Board of Works for the amount
of money expended. He remembered the time that the last £100
was asked for, and he thought he would be correct in saying that
the Department's representativés told them that for the extra-

. money the place would be made navigable. He regarded the place
as a monument of inefficiency so far as the Board of Works was
concerned. After all the Council would expect from a CGovermment
Department that they would at leadt make a place navigable be-
fore they left it, and even if it cost an extra few pounds the
Government should have been prepared to do something by way of
extra contribution to make the place better than it was before.
The place was really worse than it was. It would not do a bit

of harm to have the Board of Works report the matter to the
Department of Finance and to the Local Government Department so
that the circumstances can be ventilated. The County Council
had been treated very shabbily by the Board of Works and they
should not let the matter rest as it stood. The first interest
of the County Council in this matter should be to the local rate-
payers and they should do that especially when the Board of Works
did not do a good job at Kilmore.

Chairman - I think we should stress that part of it - about
the £100 extra, and that they were to make the place navigable,
and that it was on their expert advice more than on the aﬁvice
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of our own'engineers that we acted.
Mr O'Byrne - It was certainly on their expert advice
that the £100 was givem.
County Surveyor - It should also be pointed out that
- the question of the sand as the material to be dredged was from
their own reports.
Mr Corish - There is no use in knuckling down too easily.
It was decided that a report on the lines suggested should
be submitted to the Board of Works.

The following Report of Mr Sydney Wilfred Mobbs, Borough
Surveyor and Engineer, Lowesé;ft was submitted to the meeting:-
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ROSSLARE COAST EROSION

(COPY)

REPORT
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o the Chairman and Members of the
WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL.

1.
Gentlemen,

I have the honour to submit the following report with respect
to coast erosion between Rosslare Point and Rosslare Harbour Pier,
and particularly with respect to Rosslare Strand and its vicinity.

I have examined the coastline vetween the above points and
have made the fullest possible inquiries as to the history and
circumstances now prevailing on this length of shore. I should at
this point like to acknowledge the very great assistance of your
County Surveyor and other Council Officers who have given me the
greatest possible help. It is however regrettable that no recent
hydrographic survey of the Bay is available,

PRESENT POSITION

The position as I have gathered is as follows:-

The whole shore about 74 miles in all is at present being
eroded -~ intermittently at some portions - with the exception of
about 400 yards at the root of Rosslare Pier, and the erosion is
most severe to the Southern end of the Bay tapering off to
comparatively little near Rosslare Point.

RECENT ABNORMAL PERIQD

Erosion has been greatly accentuated during the past two years.
It may be taken however that thie is abnormal - a condition by no
means confined to this particular shore - and is due to the long
guccession of unfavourable winds experienced within that period. For
gome unexplained reason long successions of South-westerly winds
as generally prevailing have not been so frequent as of yore, and,
congequently increased rates of erosion have been experienced on .
many other portions of the East Coasts of Ireland and England.

CHARACTER OF COAST

The Coastline between the two points is of two distinct classes.
To the South for a distance of about 2% miles from Rosslare Pier
northward it consists of cliffs of marl of varying heights, with some

gmall outcrops of rock at the base, and further northward to Rosslere
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Point it consists of low sandhills, which at some distant period
have accreted from the sea, in parts to a considerable distance.
The beach of the Southern portion is mainly marl with an overlying
gkin of sand for the most part, and the northern portion is of
firm sand with at times a considerable amount of shingle.
CAUSES OF EROSION

Littoral Drift, by which is meant the trend of movement of
material of which beaches are formed, i.e., the debris of erosion
of cliffs and shores and sand and material brought down from
estuaries and harbours, is markedly from south to north, and it is
by interference by artificial means with this drift that the

primary and principal cause of the erosion is in my opinion to be

fqynd.

—

The Railway Company's Pier at Rosslare Harbour is responsible
for the major portion of the trouble. The building of the pier
and its extension has so interfered with the littoral drift that

material is considerably obstructed at the root of the pier, resulting

—— L T

in a large accumulation of material at this point, tides have been
deflected and the necessary dredging has provided so to speak a
settling tank which traps large quantities of sand carried in
suspension; this is again dredged and taken away southwards and the
beach further north is deprived of its natural supply.

Another contributory cause is the removal of shingle of sand
from near Rosslare Strand although to a far less degree.

It is not generally understood that a beach subject to tidal

and wave action has a constantly changing surface, Under certain weathe

- . 4

conditions all beaches are subject to attrition, the eroded material
either temporarily being dragged seaward or moved further along the
coaptline. The material so moved is replaced by other material
travelling along the coast and nature thus in a stable beach
preserves balance,. Obstruction of travel of material at any point
by artificial means thus upsets the balance by obstructing and

accumulating material, and erosion, as it is generally termed, takes
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place further along the shore; in other words the beach is starved
of compensating material, ._
POSSIBLE_MEASURES OF PROTECTION |

Under present conditions to adequately protect the whole of the |".".J

coast between the two Harbours would be a very serious and costly ["
undertaking,  The southern 23 miles with marl cliffs adjoining '
would require very heavy and costly works; cliffs of this type are very I'
treacherous and require not only groynes to arrest shingle but also g
heavy sheet piled retaining walls and adequate land drainage, and is ';
moreover very awkward to get at. This portion would cost at least Irf!
£220,000 to make safe, and assuming the construction of such works
are within the legal powers of the Council it is doubtful whether the
value of adjoining land is sufficient to warrant such outlay. .'.'

The remaining 42 miles of coast is of entirely different .
character, bordered by low sandhills. This portion could be adequately |
protected by means of groynes and a light reinforced concrete
revetment, at the rate of approximately £25,000 ver mile. Groyning
would cost £1:10: 0d per foot run of coast and revetment £3: 0: 0d per |

i

i b
between the two harbours would cost approximately £340,000. 4

|

angle of cliff is so steep that inevitably further falls would occur, ,(

foot run of coast. Thus the total cost of protecting the whole length

LENGTH OF COAST OPPOSITE COUNTY COUNCIL ROAD
Tith respect to the County Council Road southward of the Coastguard
Station, I have to say that nothing can now save this road for the major
portion of its length.
It is possible to stabilise the foot of the cliff by means of

groynes and revetment (as shown in red on enclosed maps), but the

by reason of ordinary weather and drainage conditions, until the cliff i
attained a natural slope, the crest of which would be well at the rear "
of the existing road.

The cost of protection for the length of 300 yards would be

approximately £4,500, and furthermnore protection of an isolated portion

such as this would have the effect of increasing to some extent, for a

time - probably a year or two - until the groyﬁes became full,erosion
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in front of Rosslare Strand,

In this respect I find myself in direct opposition to Mr Delap
(report to Rosslare Tourist and Development Association - January 20th
1930). Protection of this portion of the shore, having regard to the
direction of Littoral Drift, would not in my opinion save the Sea
Front of Rosslare.

Apart from the consideration that in any case it would be more

gconomical to divert the road, even if it were possible to retain same

accelerated erosion could be afforded in front of property in Rosslare

t

'Y

Strand,

I cannot recommend that if any permanent protection work is undertaker'}

less than 1% miles of coast should be dealt with at one time ( as shown
in blue and red on enclosed maps), extending from opposite the County
Qouncil's roadway to Rosslare House, at a cost of approximately £37,500;
suitable types of defences are shown on attached plans.

The type of groyne ‘shown is that invented by myeelf and now largely
uged on the Ezst Coast of England, consisting of thin reinforced concrete
glabs ¢f triangular section held together by heavy chains and capable
of some amount of lateral movement,

It is not patented in the Irish Free State.

Agsuming this were done there would still be the risk of somewhat
acoelerated erosion for a mile or so to the northward for a year or two,
after which the works would have no effect — detrimental or otherwise on
adjacent portions of the beach.

OTHER MEASURES

In my opinion as already expressed valuable help will be given the
glore!-

(1) By stopping the removal of material - particularly shingle -
from being removed from the shore.

(2) Inducing the Railway Company to deposit dredging as near to

" the shore as possible northward instead of southward of Rosslare Pier,

Owners of property at Rosslare Strand will be well advised to

soneerve e X GYYEKFORD COUNTY COONEIEARCHIVERY planting

l!

i
| - on its existing site, the Council would have to decide if such temporarily m
ff




£} "

* marram (or bent) grass as sand accumuldces as near as possible to High
Tater Mark, larram on top of sandhills is of very little service, but
close to sea level is very resistant to erosive action.

The use of faggoting of any kind is also useful,

Agsuming that these measures are adopted it may bé found possible-
it is impossible to forecast with any degree of certainty - that the beach
may be so improved that the beach opposite Rosslare Strand can be
stabilised by meane of groynes alone, if so the cost of protection would

. be reduced within reasonable limits, amounting to £8,000 per mile. Thus
Rosslare Strand might be saved at a cost of about £12,000.

. I recommend that the latter policy should be adopted,

In my opinion the higher portione of the slob behind the spit to

Rosslare Point can be successfully raised and reclaimed over a period of
years by the planting of rice grass; experience of this is already

available in Ireland and one of your scientific institutes could by

analysis of the mud decide as to its suitability and a trial over a small
area would cost a very nominal amount.
In conclusion I should be happy to further amplify any points not
gufficigntly clear in this report.
I am, Gentlemen,
Your obedient Servant,

, (Signed) SYDNEY W.MOBBS.
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Golonél Gibbon said that at the last meeting of the County
Council he proposed that the Press should be given the report
of Mr Mobbs, engineer, with reference to Rosslare Coast Erosion.
The County Council ordered that the Report should not be given
to the Press, and he was surprised to see that , without any meet-
ing having taken place since,the report had been given to the Press '
and had been published. He thought it only right to call attention |
to the matter, because he suggested that it should be given to
the Press at the last meeting.

The Chairman said it struck him also as being peculiar to
gsee the report in print though the Council's order at the last
meeting was that it was to be circulated to the County Councillors
and not to be given to the Press., He did not know how it came
to be in the Press.

Secretary - I got a copy of the report from the County Sur-
veyor and that's@all I know about it.

County Surveyor — I gave no 1nspructions to have any copy
given to the Press, and to my knowledge none was given from my
office.

Colonel Gibbon said he only brought up the matter because
it was obviously an irregular thing to have happened, and while
he did not think any harm had been done - he originally thought
the report would not have done any harm if published - yet he
thought it was a wrong precedent to establish. If they made an
order they should be quite certain that a document would not appear.
In another case it might be very}la}zlvisable to have a document
published.

Chairman - The only difference I see that publication has
made wae that it armed everyone in Ross}.are with a veto to drive
everyone off the strand within the last few days. That's all the
harm that I see it has doms.

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of the
Chairman seconded by Mr Hall:- "That a copy of report of Mr Mdobs
Borough Surveyor and Engineer, Lowegroft, be furnished the De-

partment of Industry and Commerce and that it be pointed out to
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them that the enormous amount estimated by lir Mobbs to couﬁter—
éct erosion at Rosslare is beyond the financial ability of any
County Council even if the law allowed the Council to provide the
neeessary funds. We consider fthis work should be undertaken
by the State and without delay."

Under date 17th October, 1930, the following letter .(M. S.
447) was read from the Department of Industry and Commerce:-

"I am desired by the Minister for Industry and Commerce
to refer to previous correspondence relative to the removal of
beach materials from the strand at Rosslare, County Wexford,
and to state that, on the epplication of your Council, an Order
has now been made under the Harbours Act 1814 prohibiting the re-
moval of shingle or ballast from the seashore. |

A copy of the Prohibitory Order is enclosed. It will be
observed that the Order prohibits the removal of sand. It has
come to the notice of the Department, however, that certain
tenant purchasers of the Boyd Estate a list of whom with their
addresses is enclosed have been accustomed to draw sand for
agricultural purposes from this beach. The Department cammot
recognise that these tenant purchasers have any legal right to
make removals from the foreshore which is the property of the
State. Nevertheless, it is considered that the complete stop-
ping of this practice might impose undue hardship upon the farmers
concerned and it is suggested that, for the present, no inter-
fepence might be made With these tenant purchasers provided that
the removals of sand made by them from the foreshore are used
solely for agricultural purposes updh their own lande and do not
exceed the total amount of 500 tons per annum. It should be
clearly understood that such non-interference is not to be taken
as a recognition of any adverse claim to State foreshore and that
the removal of gravel, shingle and ballast'is totally prohibited.

A copy of the "Iris Qifigiuil" containing the Order will be
sent to you in due course for production to the District Justice

in the event of a prosecution under the Order.

Copies of posters containing the Order will be forwarded
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with the necessary instructions in due course."
The following is copy of the Order:-
SHORES OR BANKS OF THE SEA AT ROSSLA RE, CO. WEXFCRD.

WHEREAS the Minister for Industry and Commerce, acting
in pursuance of the Harbours Act 1814, as amended by the
Harbours Transfer Act, 1862, finds it necessary for the protection
of the Port of Wexford to prohibit the taking or removing of
shingle or ballast from the shores or banks of the sea between
Rosslare Pier and the point to the North of Rosslare Strand known
as the Fort.

NOW the Minister for Indusiry and Commerce does hereby, by
this Order, Prohibit the taking or removing of any shingle or bal-
last (including gravel and sand) from the shores or banks of the
sea mentioned above.

GORDON CANPBELL
SECRETARY.
Department of Industry and Commerce.
Dated this 12th day of October , 1930.

Wote:- Any person removing shingle or ballast (including gravel
and sand) in contravention of this Notice is liable on conviction
to a penalty of £10."

Colonel Gibbon said that first he wanted to know if the Coun-
cil were responsible for seeing that the five hundred tons was not
gxceeded. Secondly, so far as the Order was concerned there was no
dividing up of the amount amongst the tenants and, therefore, he
wished to know could some two or three tenants remove the five
hundred tons, and everyone else be prevented from taking sand for
twelve months, or were the Council going to allocate the amount
of sand to be taken away in accordance with the size of the hold-
ings of the men concerned. Another question was that if the Coun-
cil were responsible for seeing the work done was it their duty to
pay a man to see that the sand was not removed by a person auth-
orised, and #® the embent authorised, or was it the business of
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the business of the combined people of Rosslare, who were in-
terested, to pay a man to look after the matter.

The Secretary said the Order would be enforced by the Garda
Siochana and the only responsibility the Council would have was
to send their Solicitor to Court if prosecutions were instituted.

Mr Colfer - Why should we do that when it is a Government
job ¢

Chairman - Are we in any way liable to look after the in-
terests of those people at all ? 1Is it éncmbent on us to take
any hand, act, or part in the removal 7 Let anyone that likes
look after it, but we are not going to be responsible.

Mr Keegan - Aren't the Civic Guards the proper authority ?

Chairman - As long as we aren't going to be at any loss by
E:a:rr,ving out the order, it is allright, but I think it is not

Ancumbent on the County Council to have to appoint men t0 look
after those people's interests.

Mr Keegan - I think we hwe nothing more to do with it than |
if it was private property.

With reference to the questions put by Colonel Gibbon, Mr

't
|
’r
|
t
F

Elgee, Council's Solicitor, sald he could not possibly answer
them, at the moment. He was asked by one of the gentlemen in
charge of the Inquiry if the Council would guarantee to carry out
an order. He replied that the matter had not been before the

A —————

Council, and that it would have to go before the Council before
there could be an answer. The Inguiry was about to be closed
down on that reply, but it was subsequently decided to carry on.

Secretary -~ The question is will the Council proceed in any
case reported by the Civic Guard 7

Chairman - Considering the Government is claiming the fore-
shore, I think myself that it is to the Government's own interests | E
to look after ift.

Mr Corish - Hawven't they coast watchers at thdse places 7

Chairmen - They have .

Mr Corish - Couldn't they get one of them to look & ter the

shore 7
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Chairman - I don't think it matters who they get to do it 7

Colonel Gibbon proposed that the Council should pass a resol-
ution to the effect that as they understood tl®e Department of In-
dustry and Commerce was prepared to appoint the Civie Goard to

~ administer the Order the Council would be glad if the Depariment

would make all arrangements, including the allocation of the
amounts of sand to be taken by the various men, and that the Coun-
¢il would take the necessary steps to publish the order.

Chairman - Would this eﬁtail any extra expense on us ?

Secretary - It would entail the cost of the notices, and
the expense of Mr Elgee's atitendanca at any court where there are
prosecutions.

Chairman - Why should it be incumbent on us to have expenses ?
This is all pfivate matter. We are not owners of the burrow, or
owners of anything down there. We never claimed to be owners
of anything except the public road. We had the upkeep of that.

Colonel Gibbon - Are we legally entitled to spend any money
on such an affair 7?7

Chairman - I think it is outside the ratepayers’concern
altogether.

In reply to the Secretary's query as to whether the Council
would go so far as to phblish the notices, the Chairman said he
did not think they should touch the matter at all.

Mr Corish - D propose that we write to the L.G.D. pointing
out that this Order has been made, but that we feel we should not
involve ourselves in any expenditure owing to the fact that we hawve
no jurisdiction at all.

Secretary - Ask for further advice ?

Mr Corish -Yes. I prefer to deal with them rather than with
the Ministry of Industry and Commerce who have no interest in the
County Council.

Chairman - We have no interest in the mafter at all, except
as regards the bit of burrow that runs up by the road, and I think
the road is not going to stay there. TWhy should we protect prop-
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erty for private people and the State ?
Colonel Gibbon said he would withdraw his proposition
and would second Mr Corish.

Mr Corish - And that in the meantime, of course, that we
take no action good, bad, or indifferent.

Chairman - I think that the Ministry, having issued this
order, ought to see it carried out.

Mr Corish - It is a State matter entirely.

The proposition of Mr Corish was passed without dissent.

Colonel Gibbon mentioned that as regards the suggestion
to plant Rice Grass at the North end of the Burrow, the Min-
istry of Agriculture and Fisheries, England, had issued a
booklet entitled "Rice Grass - Its Economic Possibilities,®
Miscellaneous Publications No. bb, price 8d. post free and
obtainable from H.M. Stationery Office or the Ministry which
he 'recommended to County Councillors for perusal.

After discussion it was decided on the motion of Colonel
Gibbon seconded by Mr Hall, that extract from report of Mr Mobbs
as regards the planting of Rice Grass be furnished the Wexford
Harbour Board and the Department of Industry and Commerce and
that the question of making experimental plantings be discussed
with this Department on the occasion of the visit of the deput-
ation to the Ministry of Fisheries, the same deputation to act
as was appointed to wait on the Minister for Fisheries as regards
sluice gates at Courtown Harbour, and be accompanied by a member
of the Wexford Harbour Board.

SON TRAINAGE DISTRICT.

The following extract fpom Minutes of Finance Committee
Meeting of 23rd October, 1930, was submitted:- '

"The following under date 15th October, 1930 (19973/29)
was read from the Office of Public Works:-

' ¥ We have to inform you that three instalments of
£131:12:2d. each together with poundage at the rate of 1/- in
the £ amounting in all to £414:11:3d. are still outstanding in -
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respect of the expenses iﬁcurred in the restoration of the above
named Drainage District under the Drainage Maintenance Act 1924.
If this amount is not lodged to our credit before the 15th Nov-
ember next we shall be obliged to report the matter to the De-
partment of Finance with a recommendation that the sum be deduct-
ed from grants payable to your Council . We may add#hat it will
also be our duty to report the facts to the Department of Local
government and Public Health."

"The following resolution was adopted:-

'"The Finance Committee cannot see their way to recommend
the Council to meet the demand of the Office of Public Works in
connection with Sow Drainage District as on more than one occasion
the Council have expressed their determination to refuse to take
over any drainage district in regard of which reconstruction work
had not been carried out to the satisfaction of the Drainage Rate
payers."

The recomuendation of the Finance Committee was adopted on
the motion of Mr O'Byrne seconded by Mr Culleton with the follow-
ing addendum "And that the attention of the Ofice of Public Works
be called to Section 8 (3) of the Drainage Maintenage Act 1924."

ROAD FLOODING.

Colonel Gibbon said that on an occasion that he was motoring
from Dublin at night, and when there was very heavy rain, he sud-
denly ran into a pool of water which was on the road just above
the cemetery at the far side of Enniscorthy. The pool must have
been nearly a foot deep. He was travelling at about thirty
miles an hour,'and if he had not been minding verﬂwell there might
have been an accident, as the water went over everything. It ap-
peared fo him as if a sewer was blocked or not capable of carrying
the water. He had seen ;he road in the same way at other times.

Mr Ennis said that the grating of the trap at the place
occasionally got blocked with leagab, and to keep it clear they
would want to have a man there continually. It would get blocked
'no matter what they would do. There was a big grating, but a
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terrible lot of rubbish went into it. However, the flooding
cleared away almost immediately, and he often cleared the ob-
struction himself.

WORK ON ROADS.

——— e

The County Surveyor reported that recently he had a communic-
ation from the Local Govermment Department asking for returns of
the estimated cost of maintenance of main roads for the next three
years, and also for details of main roads requiring reconstruction
within the period and the estimated cost of same. He had fur-
nished these particulars to the Department. In connection with
the reconstruction work he wished to point out that there were
several roads that were in a particularly bad condition at the
present time, and there was no hope of any improvement without
aid of a substantial Government Grant. The roads he referred to
were about three miles of the Enniscorthy-Bunclody road, long
lengths of the Duncannon Road, and also road between Wexford and
Castlebridge. 7The completion of the Wexford-New Ross Road was
also of pressing necessity. The cement macadam work on the Wex-
ford New Ross Road and the Gorey-Courtown Road was very fqrwa.rd, :
and on completion would be a very good job.

TEMPCRARY CLOSING OF ROAD.

Under date 24th September, 1930, the Local Government
Department (Roads) (IR/107/1) forwarded copy of Order made
under Section 29 of Local Govermment Act 1925 authorising the
Council to close for a period of seven days from the 29th Sep-
tember, 1930, inclusive portion of Road 583 from Rathnure to
0ld Ross between the Emniscorthy-New Ross Main Road and turn in
Templenacrow at Palace East Railway Station for the purpose of
enabling repairs to be executed at Palace Rallway Bridge.

Under date 20th September, 1930, the Local Government
Department (Roads) wrote (R.G.32) that a payment of £600 in res-
pedt of Road L159 had been made to the Treasurer of the County
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A BLACKWATER ROAD.

The following under date 18th October was read from Mr
Pierce Ryan, Ballinellard, Blackwater:-

"I am forced to draw your attention at the bad state of the
Road alongside my house and also my whole premises in which there
are two feet of water. The flood is caused by a marl hole at
the opposite side of the road in whigh the gripes are not cleaned
up or looked after. There are no gripes on the road cleaned up
to carry the water etc, also there is a gullett 100 yerds from
this House that was never looked after. It is no use in putting
gullet{s on the Roads if the gripes are not cleaned up so place
this letter before the Council next meeting. If there is ﬁothing
done we can pay mo more rates as we have no satisfaction during
the wet time."

Mr Cullen, Assistant Surveyor, explained that the flooding
was caused by the overflow of a marl hole owing to the failure of
Ml. Murphy, Ballinellard, Blackmamef, to clean up a drain on his
land.

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr
O'Byrne seconded by Mr Bremnan:- "That in order to obviate the
flooding oqﬁoad at Ballinellard, Blackwater, lir Elgee, Solicitor
to this Council call on MlL. Murphy, Ballinellard, to clean up the
drain on his land which is the cause of this flooding and)in the
event of refusal or neglect.to carry out this work)Mr Elgee take
such steps agains?ﬁl. Murphy as he may consider advisable."

o —— e —— e —

Colonel Gibbon raised a question with regard to the new
concrete road in William St. Wexford, and which had gone into pot-
holes. TWould the County Surfeyor make some statement about it 7

The County Surveyor sald there was one line along where the
Corporation put in a sewer immediately before the work was done}
and the result was that the bottom was bad, and there were pot—.
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holes coming in. He had had them filled with bitumfhed chips

temporarily, and, of course, the piece should be cut out and
made good afterwards. The condition was entirely due to the
laying of the sewer. The rest of the road was al#%igbt.

Mr Hayes -« I don't agree. I think other parts of the
road have pot-holes also. In the centre of the road there are
pot-holes too.

Chairman - I would not call them pot-holes. There is one
bad spot in the middle of the road, and only one, I think. It
seems to me to be a defect in the concrete. It isn't all holes.

The County Surveyor said he was waiting till he saw the emd
of the damage before tackling it thoroughly.

The discussion ended.

WILD BIRDS PROTECTION ACT.

The following under date 8th October, 1930, was read from
Colonel Gibbon:-

"I have been asked by the Irish Society for the Protection
of Birds to do what I can to have an order made to protect the
following birds in the County Wexford including the Saltee and
Keragh Islands:- The Chough, Fulmar Petrel,Gannet,Kingfisher,
Turtle Dove, Tern (or Sea-Swallow) of all kinds. I want to obtain
from the County Council a resolution passing an Order (subject to
sanction by the Minister for Justice) prohibiting for a period
of ten years the taking of the eggs of the above birds. I shall
be glad if you could kindly have me put on the Agenda as giving
a Notice of Motion. I do not think there ought to be any ob-
jectioh as the birds in question are extremely rare, and I do
not think there can be any controversy about them."

Miss A.L. Massy, Galteemore, Baily, Co. Dublin, Hon Sec. to
the Irish Society for the Protection of Birds wrote as follows:-

"Bith regard to yours of September 12th my Committee have

asked me to express great regret that the Wexford County Council

did not consider the subject of my last communication a pressing

one. I would like to remind them that we only asked for pro-
tection for the eggs of a small number of birds, all rare and in
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danger of having their numbers very badly reduced if raids on -
their eggs are still to be permitted, some of them being only
very recent settlers within the County. What makes the matter

so urgent is that 1t has lately come to the knowledge of some
English Collectors of birds egges that certain rare eggs which
have beén protected elsewhere are now to be had on the Saltee
Islands or in oné or tWo other localities on the Wexford Coast.
Owing to the fact being known one raider from London visited the
Island in the Spring of the present year, and it is certain that
if the taking of these eggs is not made illegal pretty promptly
the birds in qQuestion will soon cease altogether to breed in this
County, as they only do so at present in very small numbers. It
is therefore urgently deéirable that an Order to forbid the taking
of the eggs 4f these birds should be sent to the Minister for
Justice in time to enable him to publish it in the Gazette before
the breeding season of 19351 begins. The birds for whom my Com-
mittee makes this application are all interesting and perfectly
harmless species. They are the Chough, Fulmar Petrel, Gaqpet,
Kingfisher, Turtle Dove, and every kind of Qern (or Sea-Swallow).
I may add that no order giving any kind of special protection

to the Cormorant has ever been made or asked for by this Society,
nor is the taking of this bird's eggs ever interfered with."

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Col-
onel Gibbon seconded by Mr Hall:-

"That the Minister for Justice be requested to issue under
Section 7 (1) of the Wild Birds Protection Act 1930 an Order to
prohibit generally because of the rarity of the birds concerned
and the attraction they provide, the taking or destroying of the
eges of the following wild birds in the Administrative County of '
Wexford:-  Chough, Fulmar Petrel, Gamnet, Kingfisher,TurtleDove,
and all varieties of Tern or Sea—~Swallow."

PETROL PUMP LICENCES.

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr
Cooney seconded by Mr Colfer:- "That Licence for Petrol Pump
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issue to Mr Harry Ellis, 28 John Street, New Ross, provided

with
the site selected meet/the approval of the County Surveyor.

RATE COLLECTION.

The following extract from Minutes o?éinance Committee
of 23rd October, 1930, was approved on the motion of Mr Corish
seconded bY lir Brenman:- |
Rate Collection District No.19: Under date 16th October,1930,

lir Willaim Doyle, Scullabogue, Newbawn, brother of John Doyle,
deceased Rate Collector, applied for the temporary position.

He pointed out that he had on many occasions assisted his Brother
in the collection and knew the district thoroughly. He under-
stood that provision had been already made for the temporary
appointment, but, in view of the honourable way in which Mr John
Doyle had carried out his duty the writer would be glad if the
application for the position by him would be favourably consider-
ed . If appointed he hoped to perform the duties in as capable

a manner as his late brother had done.

Mr Thomas D. Doyle, Scullabogue, Newbawn, and James L.
Doyle, Scwllabogue, Newbawn, the personal sureties foe the late
CollectorTIrote asking that the temporary position should be
given to William Doyle.

The Rate Inspector stated he understood that Collector
Curtis had no objection to Mr W. Doyle being appointed to close
Warrant.

Mr Hall proposed and Mr O'Byrne seconded:-

"That we recommend Mr William Doyle, Scullabogue, Newbawn,
for appointment as temporary Collector to close current warrant
in District No. 19, as recommended by the late Collector John
Doyle's sureties."”

"The proposition was unanimously adopted."”

WEXFORD COURTHOUSE RECONSTRUCTION,

The following extract from Minutes of Finance Committee

meeting of 23rd October, 1930, was approved on the motion of
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Mr O'Byrne seconded by Mr Hall:-

"The following under date 15th October was submitted by the
County Surveyor from McNally & Co., Contractors for the reconstruc-
tion of the Wexford Courthouse:- |

"We have been in communication with the mekers of the
Entrance Gates and Iron Stairs, and this firm will not be able to
complete the delivery of these goods for about six weeks.

The new fittings for the Court we will not hawve ready for about
the same time. The alterations to the cells etc., will take
about four to six weeks to complete."

"Under the circumstances we respectfully apply for an ex-
tension of time to enable us to complete the works. If the Coun-
c¢il would grant an extension until, say the lst Jamuary, every-
thing would be well finished by that date."

"The County Surveyor stated he was not prepared to recommend
that the extension to the 1lst January should be given, but he
considered an extension to the 1lst December reasonable. 1t was
very difficult in the case of reconstruction work to fix an exact
time for conclusion of the contract and all he could say in re-
gard to the present job was that the work had not been held back
in any way whatever.

Mr O'Byrne proposed and Mr Hall seconded the following
resolution :- "That we recommend the County Council to grant an
extension of time to McNally & Co. from the 20th October to 1lst

Ichember relative to Contract for reconstruction of Wexford
Courthouse!

" TELEGRAPHIC LINES - ENNISCORTHY.

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr
Corish seconded by lir O'Byrne:- "That this County Council offer
no objection to the erection of underground telegraphic lines
from Post Office to Railway Bridge, Enniscorthy; from Market
Square to Spout Lane: from Enniscorthy bridge to Templeshannon
road provided that, so far as lines pass under Main roads the

work and the replacement of street surfaces be carried out to
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the satisfaction of the County Surveyor"
PROPOSED ENTERTAINMENT HALL AT DUNCANNON.

In connection with application of Mr B. Downes, Duncannon,
as to erection of Entertainment Hall there, the Oountsf Surveyor
said that according to the plan which had been submitted the
building would eneroach too much on the road and he did not
think permission for its erection should be given. It was
not 30 feet from the centre of the road and would in his opinion
block the thoroughfare.

Mr Hall proposed and Mr 0'Byrne seconded the following
resolution :-= "That in view of the opinion expressed by the
County Surveyor the application of Mr B. Downes for permission
to erect an Entertainment Hall at Duncamnon be refused."

Mr Colfer proposed and Mr Clince seconded as an amendment
that the nece'ssary permission be givem.

Messrs Culletonand Walsh held that as it was illegal to
erect any new building within 30 feet of the centre of the
road it was ultra fires to take a vote.

The Chairman said that a vote would be the quickest man-
ner of ending the discussion.

A poll was then taken on Mr Colfer's amendment when the
following voted for - For - Messrs Colfer, Clince, and Cumins

- (3).

Against - Mesgrs O'Byrne, Brennan, Smyth, Corish, Hayes,
McCarthy, Hall, Gibbon, and the Chairman - (9).

Did not Vote - Messrs Cooney, Keegan, Armstrong, Walsh,
Culleton, and Shannon - (b).

The Chairman declared the amendment lost.

The resolution was then put and was passed nem con.

APPLICATION - CINEMA LICENCE.

In connection with application for licence under Cinema~
tograph Act of 1909 the following resolution was adopted on
the motion of Mr O'Byrne seconded by Mr Keegan:- "That Licence

in respect of Taravie Hall, Courtown Harbour, be issued to
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John J., Heaney, provided that the alterations being made at
Hall receive the approval of the County Surveyor.

ANALYST'S REPORT.

Report of Mise Ryan H. Sc. County Analyst for the
Quarter ended 30 th September 1930 showed that the following
analyses had been carried out:- Foods 111; Drugs 52; Waters 2;

Total 165. Number adulterated:- Whiskey 1; Drugs 1; Water
condemned 1.

RESTRICTION OF HEAVY MOTOR TRAFFIC ETC.

———————————————————————————— ’Zézﬁi :
The following resolution from Longford Sommty Council

was submitted:- "That owing to the abnormal increase in local '
rates occasioned by the upkeep and maintenance of main roads,

we call upon the Government to substantially restrict heavy

motor traffic, and at the same time to regulate the speed of

lighter motor trading wvehicles to a maximum of ten miles per
hour; that in view of the serious loss of goods and passenger
traffic sustained by the Railways, whereby they are compelled
to considerably reduce their workers and so add to unemploy-
ment, We call on all public bodies in the Free State to give
their earnest condideration to this resolution, and in dealing
witq&t to take into account the fact that the railway companies
pay their full share of the local rates, whilst the motor traffic
owners pay nothing, although their traffic is responsible for
almost all of the wear and tear of the roads." '

Chairman - The first portion, dealing with heavy motor
traffic, might be feasible, but I don't know about the small X

lorries. It is all very fine to talk about the railways, but £

you will also stop employment if you put the lorries off the
road. The heavy motor traffic is the most injurious.

Mr Walsh- Considering the way the rates of the railways
are going up I think the roads will have to suffer again.

Colonel Gibbon said that some of them had put forward
that the all-in weight of a lorry should be only four toms,
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except on roads constructed to carry a heavier weight, which,
he thought, Was mentioned as ten tons, or whatever the Govern-
ment would authorise, and that steps should be taken to get
rid of the heavy antiquated motor lorries, but their request
was refused altogether.

The Secretary said that with regard to motor tax, there
was a statement made at a meeting of Wexford Harbour Board that
all the tax went to the County Council, but that was nolithe

case. They simply collected the tax for the Government and sent
it to tkem. They never retained a penny. They could not do so.
Every penny had to be sent to the Government.

Mr O'Byrne referred to a suggé stion from the Executive
Comnittee of the General Council of County Councils that the
duty on heavy lorries over four tons shoulid be increased to
such an extent that they would pay for the actual damage they
were doing.

The Secretary remarked that considering the damage some
of them were doing it would be more than the value of the lor-
ries. .

The County Surveyor said that speed had an influence on
damage as well as weight.

Mr Keegan sald there was a trailer carrying six to seven
tons at the moment in connection with the repair of thé Gorey-
Courtown Road. He was informed that the licence on that
tractor and trailer was £19 a year. He wanted to know if that
was fair to the travelling public. He had a car that weighed
something like nine cwi., and he had to pay £10 a year for it.

County Surveyor - I think that those trailers behind trac-
tors are very destructive.

Mr Keegan - And surely you won't argue that one axle with
seven or eight tons is paying its way with £19 a year.

Chairman - But you will agree that it is only being used
temporarily?

Mr Keegan - It is where they like all the year round.
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Chairman - I say it is the worst possible vehicle you
can put on the road for destruction.

It was suggested that the first part of the resolution:-

"That owing to the abnormal increasein local rates occas-
ioned by the upkeep and maintenance of main roads, we call .
p upon the Government to substantially restrict heavy motor traffic.”

- should be adopted.

Colonel Gibbon - And I suggest that we add that - "And we

believe that this can best be done by increased taxation."
| On the proposition of Mr O'Byrne , séconded by Mr Brennan,
the first portion of the resolution, with Colonel Gibbon's
addition, was adopted.
GOREY STREETS -WATER AND SEWERAGE SCHEMES.

——

Mr Keegan raised the point that the water and sewerage
Schemes of the County Board of Health did not include the people
of Gorey Bridge and Clonattin Road, Gorey, in which there were
respectively 77 and 51 people. He thought the County Board of
Health should appoint a small Committee to go into the matter.

Mr Hall said as a meaber of the County Board of Hedth

he was surprised to hear the statement of Mr Keegan as he (Mr
I Hall) had been always under the impression that the water and
sewerage schemes referred to dealt with the whole town of Gorey.

It was decided to communicate with the County Board of
Health and call attention to the statement of Mr Keegan.

Y sehonst /S8
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