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WEXFORD-FERRYCARRIG ROAD : I

Report Sub.Committee Meeting 19th Oct.,1929.

The Sub-Committee appointed to deal with the work on
Wexford Ferrycarrig Road met on 19th October,1929.

Present:-~ Colonel Gibbon and Mr. James Gaul., There were
also in attendance the County Secretary, the County Surveyor and
Mr. Birthistle, Assistant Surveyor.

The Sub-Committee were met on the ground by Mr. Taylor,
Manager for Contractor and Mr. Loder his Works' Manager,

They first inspected the closed portion of road between
Farnogue turn and Park Lane.

The surface has all been scarified and levelled and screeds
are in posibion for more than half the full length. The side
kerbing has been completed also a considerable portion of side
filling. The whole of the aggregate is on the ground. Some of
the pit sand brought to the site was found on test to be unsuit-
able and arrangements have been made for obtaining the necessary
amount of gravel from the Slaney.

It is estimated that concreting will begin on Wednesday 23rd
October. If this be feasible the work of laying the conereted
slab should be completed within the succeeding fortnight but the
surface will have to"&ure" for a further four weeks before the
road can be opened to traffiec. Ip other words the earliest date
on which traffic may be allowed on the road will be approximately
the first week in December. ‘

The Sub-Committee then proceeded to inspect the section
between Auburn Terrace and Wexford Bridge on which work is also
in progress. Something over half the length has been scarified
and material removed for the slab site. The screeds are being
put down and work is so advanced that it is expected concreting
will be commenced by Monday 28th October. In view of this it is

the opinion of the Sub-Committee that the section cannot be open

for traffic earlier than the second week in December. No work, $o -
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far, has been started on the section between Wexford Bridge

and the turn at Farnogue, nor can any work commence there

until the section between Auburn Terrace and the Wexford Bridge
has been opened to traffiec.

The Sub-Committee point out that the entire work according
to the specification is to be finished by let December next. It
is, therefore, obvious, that under existing conditions the
Contractor cannot complete the three sections referred to earlier
than the end of the year and by the time the whole work is
finished he will be considerably behind the specified time, It
would appear to the Committee that there will be considerable
delay in disposing of the section Park to Ferrycarrig.

There are two courses opén at the moment:-

1. To hold the Contractor to his original contract which
has been arranged to be carried out with ordinary cement with
power (clause 22) to require Ferrocrete at a fixed rate if
considered desirable. This will inevitably involve failure to
complete the contract in due time and will also entail heavy
expenditure with regard to the back road as well as great
1noonvenien§a to the general publiec.

2. To deal with the portion of the road from Auburn Terrace

to Park Lane with ferrocrete. This proposal is being inveltigated:

by the County Surveyor.

At first sight it would seem to offer an opportunity for
speeding up the work by more than a month.

It was suggested to My. Taylor, the Contractor's Manager,
that it would be to the interest of his firm to make an offer fo
the County Council to share with the County Council the increased
expense incurred by utilising ferrocrete.

Mr. Tgylor promised to submit a proposal by the 22nd instant
when a mecting of the Sub-Committee will be held to deal with the

matter.
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The following minutes of Meeting of Inspection Sub-
Committee, in respect of meeting held on 22nd October, 1929,

were Treadil-
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A meeting of Inspection Sub Committee Wexford Ferryecarrig
Road wae held in County Council Chamber, Wexford, on 22nd Oct.,
1929,

Colonel Gibbon presided and Messrs Corish and Gaul were
also present. '

The County Secretary and My. John Elgee, Solicitor, were
in attendance.

Mr. MeCarthy, M.C.C., telegraphed from Dublin regretting
his inability to attend the meeting.

The following, under date 22nd October,1929,was read from :
County Surveyor:-—

"On Saturday, 19th October, when the Committee was arranging
for meeting on Tuesday, 22nd instant, I overlooked an important

appointment. There will be a blast in Ryland Quarry on that date,
and under agreement with Canon Fry I must be present. I do not

|
consider the Committee will find my presence essential, particularl%'?
as. several members already know the substance of the matter to be  #il
decided. Mr. Birthistle, Assistant Surveyor, will be present
at the meeting. tk
'On yesterday I had communication over 'phone with Mr. Taylor gu
(Messrs Hull's Manager), and he informed me that Mr. Hull will :
agree to put in Ferrocrete on the two sections of road already
closed at 1/6d per 1.y.,instead of 2/6d as tendered. This he
informed me was the best he could do, 'though I pointed out that
he should bear in mind the question of delay in completion, and |
the possible penalty to be enforced. I have carefully gone into fE 
the matter of cost, and saving time by use of Ferrocrete. |
'The length from Auburn Terrace to Wexford Bridge is 483 1.y: -%
from Farnogue to Park is 675#.1. Taking the rate at‘i/Gd per l.y.,-i
the first section will cost £36: 4: 6d, and the second section .ﬂ
£50: 12: 6d. | U

'Two mixers on 2nd section will, if weather and all other

conditions be favourable, lay each about 30 l.y., or a total of
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60 1.y., per day - 9 hours. I take it this efficiency will
not be maintained, and consequently I estimate that not more
thad45 l.y., per day will be put in over a lengthened period.
This works out at 15 days for the length of 675 1.y. For
Portland Cement, add to this 28 days at least before the slab
can be opened to traffic. This is say six and half weeks. With

Ferrocrete the time will be 4 weeks, thus showing a saving in

time of say 2} weeks. If only one day's work be in P.C., the
total time before opening will be 29 days whereas with all in
Ferroorete the total time will be 25 days. Thus there will be
no advantage in laying part in P.C., and remainder in Ferrocrete.
The saving of time will be 2} weeks at a cost of £50: 12: 6d to
the County Council., For first section with one mixer the time of
laying will be at the best 16 days plus 28 days before opening
equals 44 days. Allowing for delays etc., I estimate will be also
six and a half weeks. With Ferrocrete the time will be also, say,
four weeks. Therefore the use of Ferrocrete will save only two
and a half weeks on both sections at a total cost of £86: 17: Od.
to the County Council. :

'The following dates will be of interest. At County Council
meeting on 29th July Mr. Hull's tender was accepted, and Bond
signed on 14th August. On 2nd August Mr. Hull attended in my

Office, and I visited Kerlogue Quarry with him, and discussed
terms of hireage of machinery. On the 6th August I sent Mr. Hull
details of charges for machinery which he accepted. Quarry work
was started on 19th August, the Rock Drill started on 31st August.
The Breaker started in Quarry on 31st August. The Farnogue section
was closed to traffic on 28th August, but Contractor was at work
some few days earlier. The Auburn Terrace section was closed to
traffic on 9th October.!'"

Colonel Gibbon said that from an examination of the present
condition of the work it appeared that as regards section from

Auburn Terrace Wexford to Wexford Bridge it was proposed to
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commence the laying of conerete slab on 28th October in
Portland Cement. The laying would be finished by 1llth
November but the section would have to remain under "cure"
up to 9th December.

The earliest time that work could begin on the section
from Wexford Bridge to Farnogue would be the 9th December,
laying would be finished by 23rd of same month and section
would remain under "cure" up to 25th January,1930.

If Ferrocrete is used on the section from Auburn Terrace
to Wexford Bridge the work of laying would finish on the 1llth
Nover and the road could be opened on 18th November. The Section
between Wexford Bridge and Farnogue could then be dealt with,
Concreting would finish on 2nd December and the section could

open on the 9th December instead of 25th January. He was of r:

il
opinion a letter should be drafted by their Solicitor, Mr. Elgee, '@
to Messrs A, Hull & Co., stating that the Inspection Sub Committee {
had no power to give a decision on the matter under consideration W
fact that a meeting of the Roads' Committee would be held on I

28th October,they would be prepared to authorise Messrs Hull & Co. I

owing to the large amount of work involved but, in view of the

to utilise ferrocrete until Monday night when the decision of the
Roads' Committee on the matter would be available. The Inspect-
ion Sub Committee would in no way recommend any alteration of
the terms of the contract or as to time limit ete.

After further discussion, Colonel Gibbon amended his
suggestions as follows:i—
1. Ip accordance with the promise given on 19th October,1929, v
to My. Taylor, Representative of Messrs Alex Hull & Co.,
Contractors for reconétruotion of Wexford Ferrycarrig Road, a
meeting of the Inspection Sub Committee was held on 22nd October,
1929. Acting on legal advice the Sub Committee find they have

no power to modify the terms of the Contract in this case even

with regard to meking a compromise in respect of the use of
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ferrocrete on the two sections of the road prepared for concrete.
2. That a request be made to My. Quigley, Chief Roads' Engineer
Local Government Department,to attend the meeting of the Roads'
Oommittee on 28th instant so that any decision taken at said
meeting can be certain to receive the subsequent sanction of the
Department of Local Government.

In the meantime the Sub Committee would strongly recommend
Mr. A. Hull that he should on his own initative and at his own
expense use ferrocrete which he would be able to do (without
affecting the terms of his contract) until Monday, 28th October
when a definite and final decision would be given.

My. Hull to be invited to the meeting of Roads' Committee

which he should,in his own interest,attend.

After prolonged discussion the following resolution was
ggreed to:-

"That in order not to further inconvenience the public this
SBub Committee recommend the County Council to accept the offer
of Messre Hull & Co., to utilise ferrocorete instead of Portland
Cement in regard to the two sections of Wexford Ferrycarrig
Road which are ready for concreting on the terms mentioned in the
letter of the County Surveyor to this Sub Committee under date
22nd October,1929. That a special meeting of the County Couneil
to deal with this recommendationsnd all other road business Dbe
held on 28th October,1929, at 10.30 a.m. That My, Hull be
invited to attend said meeting and that he be informed that the
recommendations of the Sub Committee must in no way prejudice

the terms of his contract or any of the conditions therein."




i3
[o

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr. O'Byrne, seconded by Mr. Hall:- "That the Minutes of Ipspection
Sub Committee, Wexford-Ferrycarrig Road, in respect of meetings
held on 19th October and 22nd October be received and considered!

Colonel Gibbon proposed and Mr. D'Arcy seconded the following
resolution:— "That the Minutes of meetings of Sub Committee of
Inspection for Wexford Ferrycarrig Road, and matters arising
therefrom be discussed in Committee in view of the fact that the
menner in which the contract is being carried out may subsequently
be the subject of law proceedings."

Mr. O'Byrne proposed the following which, however, he
subsequently withdrew:- "That the discussion relative to contract
of Wexford-Ferrycarrig Road be not held in Committee.”

The resolution of Colonel Gibbon as to dealing with the matter
in Committee was then put and passed.

Colonel Gibbon said that up to the present not even one yard
of the surface of the road had been laid in concrete, and there
was not sufficient sand on any of the sections which had been
closed for one day's work in concrete. According to present
conditions the earliest at which the work would finish by using
double the number of present mixers,which he believed was the h

|
.l;
|

gside it was claimed that the main delays in proceeding with the work f |

intention of the Contractor, would be somewhere about the latter

half of Jgnuary even if ferrocrete was used on the two sections

referred to in the Minutes of the Sub Committee. On the Contractors

occurred for two reasone. 1 - because they did not get a decision
in time with regard to the class of reinforcement to be used. I%
was true that on ;ﬁik end August Mr. Hull, COontractor, had made
gsome temporary arrangement with the County Surveyor and on the 2nd
September Mr. Hull,or his Representative,attended in the County
Surveyor's department and saw Mr. Birthistle, Assistant Surveyor, whaf
said that as the County Surveyor was on holidays he would not like

to give a definite decision on the type of reinforcement to be used
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On the 30th September Messrs Hull wrote to the County Surveyor
for a definite decision but got no reply. On the 18th October
Mr. Taylor, Manager for Mr. Hull, came to a decision in conver-
sation with the County Surveyor. The next excuse was that no
material was given them out of Kerlogue Quarry or that the
machinery was not placed at his disposal. The County Surveyor
said he had informed Mr. Hull he would give him the machinery
as soon as he was ready to go ahead; he did give the machinery
when he was asked for it. The great obstacle had been in regard
to the sand. A sample of the sand had been sent for test but
in the meantime the Contractor went and put it on the road Zu#
although he got warning that the sand was not very good.It was
not definitely turned down until 5th of October. Following this
the County Surveyor told the Contractor that he would not pass
any sand except Slaney gravel and on the recommendation of the
survey department the Contractor went to Mr. P. Donovan,as long
ago as 1llth October, to procure sand. Mr. Donovan promised he
would put in three cot loads & @ay on the road but tho! that
arrangement was made on the 1llth October, and there was every
intention on the part of the Contractor to commence concreting
on 25th October, only one cot load of sand had been delivered
and the barges were idle in Wexford owing to some $difficulty
with the men who work them. Mr. Gaul, County Councillor, had
interested himself in the matter and had got over the difficulty.
But undoubtedly the Contractors were labouring under great
difficulty and if they were held to the terms of their contract
the work could be only carried through at great inconvenience to
the public because the first demand of the Contractors would be
to close the long section immediately. He (Oolohel Gibbon)
considered it would be unwise to interfere with the Contractors
and considered their request should be granted. But this would

entail very heavy usage of the back road and they appeared to be
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doubtful if they would be able to get their heavy lorries
over it.

Mr. Corish thought it would be well at this stage if the
County Surveyor dealt with the complaints of the Contractor.

Colonel Gibbon — One further objection which the Contractor
put in was that he was lead to believe he would have to use
reinforcement in spots only but that as soon as his tender was
considered it was decided to reinforce the whole road.

The County Surveyor referred to the clauses in the specific-—
ation dealing with the sand and reinforcing material. In regard
to the latter he said that on the 16th September he agreed to
allow the Contractor to put in expanded metal. He (County Surveyor) ii
when the question of reinforcement was first discussed mentioned
Maxwell or B.R.C.,reinforcement but the Contractor demurred and
said they were dearer. He (County Surveyor) pointed out that as
the specification did not provide for a particular type of
reinforcement he would have to accept expanded metal if selected
by the Contractor. But the Contractor did not appear to be in
any particular hurry and did not ask for any decision at the
time as he (Contractor) was enquiring about prices. When it was
ordered there was a delay of three weeks in the delivery. As
regards the sand it looked all right. There was some delay in
getting the first test from Professor Coffey of University College
Cork, who said he could not recommend it for first class work. But
he (County Surveyor) agreed that it should be used for kerbing. The
Contractor being anxious to use the sand which was apparently
providing a dense concrete, he (County Surveyor) made a couple
of briquettes of 4 of stone, 2 of sand and 1 of cement and had
them sent to Professor Coffey who reported that the sand was not
equal to standard sand. As regards Kerlogue quarry he went there
on the 2nd August with Mr, Hull who expressed himself perfectly
satisfied with the conditions there. It was arranged what machines

were to be
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employed and on the 6th August the charges for hireage were
sent to Mr. Hull and accepted by him. The date when work would
start at Kerlogue was arranged and Mr. Hull was informed that
the County Surveyor would reserve for him any County Council
material which was not ready to be used and which could be replaced
later so that there would not be any delay in providing material.

Colonel Gibbon - The County Council were not under obligation
to supply him with material.

The County Surveyor said that in working Kerlogue quarry
the Contractor had got every possible facility as to blasts etec.

Mr. Gaul said that Mr. Donovan would now be able to supply
40 tons of sand per day.

Colonel Gibbon said the specification provided fhat the
Contractor was entitled to an extension of time for "unavoidable®
delay" and he thought he would have a case as to the reinforcement.
He (Colonel Gibbon) had been advised that it was very difficult to
enforce a time penalty such as was in the present contract. If they
carried out the contract in ordinary cement the public would be hard
hit but the County Council could reduce this hardship by having
the two first sections carried out in ferrocrete. In some sections
this would save a month and in others two months over the laying
in ordinary cement. By giving an extension of time to the Contractor
they could not hurt making the roadwayhile having the carting
done by heavy vehicles over the two first sections instead of on
the back road would save a great deal of expense to thé Contractor
and to the County Council in the matter of mainta%giﬁiAZEz&Béck
road. They would have done better if the sections. for—thsse from
Wexford had been done first but the Contractor had decided on
commencing at the two sections which were now clesed.According
to the specification the County Council can postpone any of the
work and can give an extension of time for any unavoidable cause

of delay. This would be in the interest of the Council and would

avoid litigation and trouble in trying to have an impossibility
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carried out. It would save extra expense in connection with
the back road and also would greatly convenience the public.
If they vould arrange with the Contractor to do his carting
over the newly made road the Council would be well advised to
grant an extension of time and provided that he would do the

three sections up to Park in ferrocrete - or even the two

sections which were now ready for concrete. If the ferrocrete

was laid to-day the carting over it could commence in three weeks!
time.

The County Surveyor said that the time allowed for the work
was rather short and,owing to the delay in starting, he was of
opinion that the Contractor should be given an extension of time.

Mr. Taylor, Mgnager, Messrs Hull & Co., came before the
meeting and said they had met two or three delays which were

beyond their control. He did not attach importance to the delay

about the quarry plant as it did not hold up the work but fhere
were the questions of the reinforcing material and the sand. In
connection with the latter it was six weeks after it had been put
on the road they were told they would have to make other arrange-—
ments. They had made arrangements with My. Donovan, on 18th inst.,

to supply the selected sand but they had been unable to obtain any

|[‘

until 25th instant, when one cot load was delivered while they were

|

| T
{
]

[

|

expecting three cot loads each day. If the Council could bring
pressure to bear on Mr. Donovan in regard to the supply of sand it
| would help the Contractor in a very practical way. They also

wanted to have the whole road in their possession. The delay was

costing them £20 per week in administration expenses and they
had an expensive plant standing idle so that the present position
wae entirely unsatisfactory.

In reply to Colonel Gibbop, Mr. Taylor said that everything

going well the contract would finish in two months from the

present. They tooR their first delivery of sand on 2nd September
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and it was the 15th October when the sand was finally condemned.
The only complaint made in the interval about the sand was it
was too coarse in the grain.

The County Surveyor stated that after the first test Messrs
Hull's Representative knew there was a doubt about the sand and
he was told that it would not be objected to if used for the
kerbing but that it could not be used for the slab.

Mr. Taylor said he would not hesitate in using the sand

which had been condemned - even for a building.

The County Surveyor, in reply to Mr. Corish, said he was
absolutely certain that the Contractors Representative was
informed of the results of the first test on the 25th September.

Mr, Ta&lor said that they had not been able to get the
reinforcement until 16th October. They had a tractor in Dublin
by which they could get their material over the back road. There
had been delay in deciding the sort of reinforcement to be used
a8 there was no type mentioned in the specification. When Mr.
Thompson, representing the Contractor, came to Wexford he was
told that the County Surveyor was on holidays and Mr. Birthistle,
(Assistant Surveyor), stated it was better wait over until the

County Surveyor returned from holidays. Mr. Thompson then

attended in Wexford on the 17th September and rang him (Mr. Taylor)
up and said the County Burveyor said that reinforcement should

be Maxwell or B.R.C., and that he should look into the matter

but the County Surveyor did not write for the best part of a

fortnight. He (Mr. Taylor), in order not to delay the work, had

placed an order for expanded metayéo get half a mile of road

started. On the 30th September he wrote about the reinforcement
but got no reply. However, on 18th October he was informed they
could use expanded metal. They were not seeking any concession

and were quite prepared to discuss the question of penalties for

delay in the performance of the Contract later.
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Mr. Cummins - After further discussion - proposed:— "That the
County Council adhere to the terms of their Contract with

Messrs Alex Hull & Co., as to reconstruction of Wexford Ferry-

carrig Road."

Mr, Colfer seconded.

Colonel Gibbon proposed and Mr. D'Arcy seconded, as an
amendment:—~ "That the Contractor for reconstruction of Wexford
Ferrycarrig Road be granted an extension of time for six weeks f
to complete his contract on condition that he lays the two I
first sections,now closed to traffic,in ferrocrete at his own
expense. That should the Contractor refuse this offer the
Council pay 1/6d per lineal yard extra over Portland cement to
enable the Contractor to lay the section from Farnogue to

.Park in ferrocrete."

Mr. Elgee said that in view of the discussion it appeared
to him that the Contractor could claim a six weeks' extemsion J;
owing to the delay in dealing with the question of the reinforce— A
ment.

After further discussion Colonel Gibbon withdrew his
resolution in favour of the following,proposed by Mr. Corish:- l,
"That, in order to facilitatelthe publie 3k having ‘the sesd frin au
Wexford to Ferrycarrig opened to traffic as quickly as possible, YI
we hereby agree to pay 1/6d per lineal yard to the Contractor
over and above the price of Portland cement to enable the
Contractor to lay ferrocrete on the sections Auburn Terrace
Wexford to Wexford Bridge and Farnogue Terrace to Park."

Colonel Gibbon seconded.

On a show of hands, five voted against the amendment of

Mr. Corish and the remainder of the Councillors in favour.
The Chairman declared the amendment carried.
Mr., Cummins withdrew his resolution and the matter dropped.

MINUTES OF COMMITTEES
Finance :— The following Minutes of Finance Committee, in respect

of meeting held on 15th October,1929, were submitted:—
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A special meeting of the Finance Committee was held on
18th October,1929, for the purpose of considering the following
letter from the Local Government Department under date 15th Oct.,
1929 (No.G.72926/1929 Loch Garman Fa):-

"In reply to your letter of the 14th instant, I am directed ']“-
by the Minister for Local Government and Public Health to state
that he could not agree to the continuance of the Rate Collectors
services unless properly secured. If adequate security is not "‘
immediately fortheoming the services of the Collectors in question
should, at once, be terminated and affangementa made to appoint
suitable persons to succeed them.

'T am to add that the Minister is unable to consent to the

Council's proposal to provide a guarantee fund in the manner
suggested. "

The following were present:- Messrs James Hall, Sean O'Byrne,
and John J. Colloton.

The Secretary, Assistant Secretary and Mr. John Elgee,
S8olicitor, were also in attendance.

Mr. J. J. Corry of the New Ireland Assurance Company came l
before the meeting and said that he had had an interview with the
Rate Collectors and one and all complained they were unable to
get collateral security for £500. They gdve various reasons for
this, the first being that bond holders had been badly bitten by
banks. The same thing happened in every other County and yet his
Company had keem recently been able to procure 84 fidelity guarantee
bonds from Collectors. In one Munster County they had defalcations
for £1700 altho' there was a full time Rate Inspector working in
the County for three years. The entire loss was caused thro' the
igsue of unofficial receipts. Two eminent Counsel had advised that
if money is paid by a ratepayer and a receipt other than the official

receipt given it is good secondary evidence that the rates have

been paid and the action by the Collector would amount to embezzle-
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ment and in such a case the Insurance Yompany would, under

their bond, have to pay. No matter what notices appear in the
Press or on the Demand Notes warning people to obtain official
receipts so long as unofficial receipté were accepted the
Company would be responsible for them, No matter what premium
the Insurance Companies charge there were only 387 Oollectdra

to be dealt with in An Saorstat and at present premium rates the
amount paid by them would be about £4000 while according to the
statement of the Minister for Local Govermment the defalcations

of Collectors for the past four years was at the rate of £5000

per annum. This brought about the question of collateral security. fh

Everyone could see that this was coming as it was apparent the

Companies were obliged to do something for their own protection.

In the talk he had with the Collectors he offered to meet witk them

and to accept: two sureties on a joint and several bond of £250.
Even with that reduction some of the Collectors, it was stated,
would not be able to find collateral. The.Company did not think
that Wexford County should #e® be worse than others in the matter
of finding personal securities. There might be a possibility of
turning the personal bonds into collateral security.

It was pointed out that the personal bonds had been provided

to ensure the closing of the warrant and the suggestion of Mr. Corry |

could not, therefore, be entertained.

Mr. Corry said his Company would agree to give the Collectors
further cover for a month to enable them to find the collateral
security of £250. In every other County the tmount had been
£500 and it was obtained without difficulty. It should be under-
stood definitely that the New Ireland Co., was extending the cover
to 19th November on condition that the Collectors would not seek
gecurity from any other Company.

It was suggested to Mr. Corry that his Company might take two
sureties with a bond for each of £125 but he said he could not see

his way to agree to the proposal.
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After further discussion Mr. Corry handed in a Cover
Note for all the Collectors up to 19th November, 1929.
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Mr. Hall proposed and Mr. O'Byrne seconded the following
resolution which was adopted nem.con.:- "That the Minutes of
Finance Committee in respect of meeting held on 15th October,
1929, be received and considered.”

After discussion, the following resolution was adopted
on the motion of Mr. O'Byrne, seconded by Mr. Hall:— "That
the Minutes of Finance Committee meeting for 15th October,1929,

be and are hereby confirmed."

—

The Minutes of Finance Committee meeting of 24th October,
2,
1929, were submitted as followsi-
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The fortnightly meeting of the Finance Committee was
held in the County Council Chamber, Wexford, on 24th October,
1929.

Present:- Colonel Gibbon (Vice Chairman) presiding;
Messrs Sean 0'Byrne, John Murphy, Jamea‘Shannon and John
Colloton.

The Secretary, the Assistant Secretary, County Surveyor
and Mr. Elgee, Solicitor, were in attendance.

The Minutes of last meettﬁg were Tread and signed.

PAYMENTS

Treasurer's Advice lote for £3205: 13: 74 was examined

and signed.

RATE COLLECTION

Fidé;ity Guarantee Bonds
The following, under date 23rd October,1929 (G.74843/1929

Loch Garman Fa) was read from the Local Government Department:-
"I am directed by the Minister for Local Government and

Public Health to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of the

19th instant, relative to the Rate Collectors Bonds, and I am %o

state 1t is presumed that the County Council will not allow any
further delay beyond the 19th proximo in the provision of proper
security by their Rate Collectors. Any Collector who fails by
that date to provide an adequate bond should be immediately
removed from his Collectorship and an sppointment of a suitable
person made in his place."

It was decided that the Rate Collectors be informed of

the instruction conveyed in the letter of the Department of

Local Government.

Rates on Bantry & Blackstairs Commons \
Statements were submitted showing that up to financial ynﬂi

ended 31lst March,1929, the arrears outstanding on Bantry ohnug;g“k
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were:= In Collector Murphy District:- £152: 12;: 7d and
in Collector O'Byrne's £72: 14: ld: Total £225: 6: 8d4. The
arrears on Blackstairs Commons which is all situate in
Collector O'Byrne's district for same period were £34: 14: 34 .L:;
or a total for both commons of £260: 0: 1ld. |
Collector Murphy explained that in connection with a
seizure under his own marrant some years ago he had been mulcted
in £80, the seizures being in respect of County Carlow stock.
Mr. Elgee, Solicitor, held that Collector Murphy had the il
right to seize any stock - irrespective of ownership - which |
he found grazing on the Co. Wexford side of the Commons.
Mr. Murphy said he had "raided" the Mountain time and again
with the bailiff and his assistant ﬁt a cost of £2: 5 ;: Od each ﬂi;

time he went there.

My. O'Byrne pointed out that a resolution had been adopted )
by the Council that if Collector O'Byrne made seizures of stock on QF
iy
K
Bantry and Blackstairs Commons on the advice of Mr. Elgee the il

Couneil would bear any costs in which he might be muleted thro!

his action.

Collector O'Byrne said his Solicitor was to have obtained
Qounsel's opinion as to the seizure of stock on the Mountain but
this had not yet come to hand.

After further discussion the following resolution was adoptad.é:

"The Finance Committee have been advised that Rates and

arrears of rates on Bantry and Blackstairs Commons can be recovarod' _
by Oivil proceedings against the persons rataJ for same without ,
proof having to be produced as to any use of the Commons being \
made by them, and, such being the case, we hereby resolve and |
direct that Collectors Murphy and 0'Byrne be instructed to take {
proceedings in the Circuit Court against the defaulters concerned }
without delay.” !L
Contribution towards Fidelity Guarantee Bonds. The following,
under date 22nd October, 1929, was read from Collectors John Doyle,
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John Curtis and Thomas wae:-

"We desire to draw your attention to the fact that at a
meeting of the County Council some time ago it was decided that
the County Council would pay the sum of £3 towards the premium
on the Fidelity Bond of Rate Collectors of the Council whose
remuneration did not exceed five pence in the pound.

'In nearly all the cases referred to the remuneration

exceeds £150 per annum,

'We, the three undersigned Collectors,who are employed
respectively at the remunemation of six pence and seven pence in
the pound, desire to point out that our total remuneration does
not exceed the sum of £150 and in the case of one the remuneration
does not exceed £81.

"We therefore respectfully appeal to the Finance Committee
to reconsider the previous resolution of the Oounty Council, and,

in our three cases, to advance the sum of £3 towards the premium

on our Fidelity Bonds,.'"

Mp. O'Byrne proposed:- "That a contribution of £3 towards the
cost of premium for fidelity guarantee bonds be made by the Council
in the case of all Rate Collectors (irrespective of poundage rate
at which paid) whose total poundage for financial year does not
exceed £150, "

My. Shannon seconded.

Mr. Myrphy considered it would be inadvisable to take action

* in this matter until the Council knew exactly where they stood as
regards fidelity guarantee bonds.

After discussion, Mr. O'Byrne said he would defer his motion
until the question of the fidelity guarantee bonds for the Rate
Collectors had been finally decided.

Damage to Property Compensation Act Rate
My. O'Byrne proposed the following which was seconded by Mp.

Murphy and adopted:- "That an instalment of 64 rate for compensation
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for damage to property be paid and that it be pointed out to
the Department ofor Local Govermment that if overdraft had not
been reduced by £10,000 last August the Council would have been ' If
in a position to qtﬁo out their full indebtedness under this
head."
Land Commission and Rate Arrears

Under date 23rd October,1929, the following letter
(Corr No.l243/29 Co.Wexford - Coll.No.138/Wm. Kelly - Lands |
of Grange Big) was read from the Land Commission:= |

"I am directed to inform you that the total arrears
due to lst June 1929 is £70: 6: 2d. There is a man named
Thomas O'Connor in Rosslare who is willing to make an offer to
the Land Commission for the use of the holding for a term of years P:
but before doing so he would require an assurance that the County :
Council would not proceed against him for rates. I am to enquire
if you are prepared to give that assurance.”

It was decided to inform the Land Compiesion that the County

M, 0 iy i
Council are not in a position to give Wim any assurance as regards |If

payment of rates and arrears of same on the holding of Wm. Kelly. iﬁ
If the land be let they would expect to be paid the same proport- i
ion of arrears of rates as the Land Commission is receiving in
respect of arrears of annuities. Under no circumstances would
the Finance Comnmittee recommend that the Rates in this and similar ”I
cases should be wiped out.
No.4 Collection District

The following recommendation was adopted on the motion of
My. Colloton, seconded by Mr. Myrphy:- "That Collector Quirke

(No.l District) be appointed tempomary collector to close warrant |

for Rate 1929-30 in Rate District No.4".
No.5 District . Oollector Culleton wrote that as regards his
district a large amount was accounted for by Irrecoverable and

temporary uncollectable items of which he was preparing a list for
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submission to next meeting of Finance Committee.

It was decided to refer this matter to the Rate Inspector
for 2 report to next Finance Committee meeting. '

The Chairman said the Rate Inspector - who was in attendance-
should call the special attention of the Collectors to the good
harvest. Farmers had a considerable amount of money at this
gseason of the year in comparison with other periods of the year.
They were in a much better position to meet their liabilities
than they were last year. Tho' prices were lower the orop was
twice as big.

The Rgte Inspector said he did not think at present that
Collector Culleton was making a great effot to collect; he did
not appear to have his heart in his work and he had let the Rate
Inspector %o uhdoratand-that he would give up his position when
he closed his warrant.

It was decided that the Rate Inspector communicate with the
Sgeretary as to directing any Collector to attend a meeting of the
Finance Committee when he considers such attendance would be
desirable.

SALARY OF CARETAEKER OF COUNTY COURTHOUSE

It was decided that a quarter's salary and allowances, viz.,
£14: 11 : 24 be paid to Mrs MeNally, County Conrthouse Keeper.
COURTHOUSE EXPENSES

A bill was received from the Caretaker New Ross Courthouse
for 8/84 for washing 46 towels for use of District Justice and
for toilet soap.

It was decided to ask the caretaker the reference to any
statutory authority which obliged the County Council to pay such

expenses.
TYPEWRITER FOR CO.SURVEYOR'S DEPARTMENT

It was decided that County Surveyor be empowered to purchase

L. C. Smith typewriter for use in his office, provided he o
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dispose of old Roneo flat duplicating machine at £6, leaving
net cost of typewriter at £19.
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The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr. O'Byrne, seconded by Mr. Hall:-~ "That the Minutes of
Finance Committee in respect of meeting held on 24th October
be received and considered.®

Damage to Property Compensation Act Rate

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr. O'Byrne, seconded by Mr, Hall:- "That, in order to allow
this Council to pay off its indebtedness under 6d Rate for
Compensation under Damage to Property Compensation Act, we
request the Local Government Department to agree to reinstate
the bank overdraft figure at £40,000."

The following resolution was then adopted on the motion
of Mr. O'Byrne, seconded by Mr. Shannon:~ "That the Minutes
~of Finance Committee, in respect of meeting held on 24th

October, 1929, be and are hereby confirmed."

——— e e e

The following deputation came before the meeting with
reference to flooding at Raheengurren Ford:- Messrs W. J. Brennan-
Whitmore, Tomsilla; Joseph Webb, Gorey, G. Stacey, Carriganeagh
and Henry Jones, Bannogue.

Mr. Brennan-Whitmore,spokesman of the deputation, said he
wished to impress on the Council the absolute necessity of
bridging the Ford, which was locally known as YPass-if-you-Can" -
the Council would note the significance of the local name. The
road was without any bridge except a small footpath. From the
top of the footpath to the bed of the strream was 5 ft. 4 ims.,
and the width of the footpath was 5 ft 6 ins. On several
occasions during flood time he had seen the water to within
about 4 ins., of the top of the footpath. That meant that there
was practically 5 ft. of water in the Ford during flood time.

The impossibility, not to speak of the danger of such a condition
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know. The place in question might be kad, but he knew places

in the Barony of Forth as bad, or worse - under water practically
the whole winter, and the deputation should not think that the
Council were treating that part of the County any worse than

any other part. If they had money nothing would give the Council
greater pleasure than to put all such places in apple-pie order.

He believed the matter of the Ford was to come before the November
meeting and pending the consideration of the matter at the November
meeting he did not think the Council could do anything.

Mr. Whitmore thanked the Council for receiving the deputation,
the members of which then withdrew.

Mr. D'Arcy asked if the County Surveyor and Mr. Treanor,
Assistant SBurveyor, could get out a plan to double the width of
the present bridge at a moderate cost.

The County Surveyor said they could not, as the flags on
the existing bridge would not suit ordinary traffic.

The Chairman said that as the matter was being brought forward
on the estimates next month he did not think it would be worth
the Council's while to take it up until thaiymeeting. They could
discuss everything concerning the matter when it came before the
November meeting.

Further consideration of the matter was then adjourned to the

November meeting.

The remainder of the business was, owing to the hour,

Hictay S

adjourned to next meeting.
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