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Colonel Gibbon referred to the Arterial Drainage (Minor
schemes) Act, 1928, pointing out that the County Council
should press for some regulation as to the maintenance of
fencing under these minor drainage schemes. He appréhended
there u&uld be a great many applications, ks as it was only
necessary for three persons to make application to have a
drainage scheme established. If no regulations were provided
which would prevent catile Wreaking down the fenced, the monsy
expended wauid be thrown away., He was also of opinion that the
maps to be provided under the Act should give more particuliars
than appeared t0 be necessary, under thqézaﬁute. There was no
direction, as far as he could se€é, as to the number f years

during which repayment of the expenditure would be made, There
was also the cuestion as to the emplgpyment of the County or
Assistant Surveyors to examine these schiemes and he did not think
~ they would be justified in taking into consideration at presenmt

any expense anticipatory to schemes coming into being. He was
also of opinion that, without the use of modern machinery, it
would not be possible to carry out the work of the schemes at a
cost which would be within the scope of those concerned to meet.
The following resolution was adopted on the métion of
Colonel Quin, seconded by Mr. Hall:-
"That the report of Drainage Sub-Committee as presented to
this meeting, he and is hereby epproved.*
County Courthouse Sub=Committee.
The following minutes of meetings of County Courthouse
Sub-Committee of 25th September, 1928 and 5th October, 1928,
woere submiyted:-
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The Sub-Committec appointed by Wexford County Council
to eondider the question of praposed site of Wexford Courthouse
met in County Council Chamber, Fortview, waxford) on
25th Sepgember, 1928.
Present:~ Messrs. Culleton, Cummins, Corish, Gibbon,
Sean O'Byrne and T. McCarthy.
The County Secretary, the County Surveyor, and Mr. Elgee,
Solicitor, were also in attendance.
Mr. Culleton moved and Mr. O'Byrne seconded Colonel
Gibbon to the Chair.
Mr, James J, Q'Comnor, Soncitor,iexrord)oam before the .
meeting and asked if they would make arrangements to hear
Mr. Moore (Dommelly, Moore and Keating) Dublin as to the
probabl$ cost of erection of Courthouse on both sites, viz.,
Quay, Wexford and the 0l1d Jail. He also asked the Committee

)
to adjourn to give him a opportunity of bringing Mr. Moore

and pr6 pably Mr. Delsp before them,

The Chairman said the Sub-Committee did not comtemplate
coming to any decision that day.

After further discussion it Was decided that the Sub-
Comnittee meet on Monday 1lst October, 1928 at 10.30 in
County Council Chamber, Wexford and that Mr. Moore be heard
on that day.

Mr. Corish pronosed and Mp. McCarthy seconded the following
resolution which was adopted:-

"That Mr. Delap be asked to attend Monday's mesting of
this COmmittee, "

The Sub-Committee then examined the plans for hoth sites
and also dealt with a letter from Mr., Delap under date 7th October
1925, foocogaxtx in which & was pointed out that 1t would be |
impossible to alter the 0ld Jail to give anything like the
accommodation required, excehta.t emrbitant' cost.

Subsequently the Committee inspected both sites with the

County Surveyor and County Secretary and went full into dll
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detalls as to amount of accommodation to be provided, ete.




Wexford Courthouse. ~ ‘

The adjourned mmeting of the Sub-Committee appointed by the
wexford County Council to consider the question of the proposed
site of wexford Courthouse was held in the County Council Chamber,
Fortview, Wexford, &n 5th October, 1928.

Present:~ Colonel G§bbon, Messrs. R. Corish, J.J. Culleton,
John Cummins, T. McCarthy, Patrick Hayes,and Sean O'Byrne,

 The Secretary, the County Surveyor, Mr. J.. Elgee, Solicitor,
Mr. A.D. Delap, Engineer, and Mr. Moore (Donnelly, “Moore and
Keating) Architect, with Mr, James J. O'Connor, Solicitor, were in
attendance.

On the motion of Mr. Cummins, seconded by Mr. Sean CB¥rne,
the chair was taken by Colonel Gibbon.

The Chairman explained what happendd as regards the deliberations Wi
of previous Sub-Committees walch had gone imto the matter, amd |
pointed out that the present Sub-Committee wer approaching
the question entirely independdst! of any decléions or recommend-
ations of the previous gub-Comnittees,

Mr, Jagmes J. O'Comnor, acting for a number of Wexford rate-
payers, held that the stite on the Quay was, from the point of
m convenlience, mudh more suitable for a Courthouse than
the Jail Site. This was particularly the case nas regards
Solicitors who had business very constantly with the County
Reglstrar ete, Mr, Moore was prepared to szy that the Courthouse
could be bullt upon the old site for £6,000. £5, been
awarded by the Shaw Commission and the ’.ntereét to date would
make the total amoumnt £5,875, so that very 1little would be
needed from the ratepayers to meet the total cost.

Mr. Moore stated that} in his opinion, a perfectly suitele

building could .be erected on the 0ld site for a Courthouse for
£6,000. The Jail was not so suitable. In the f irst plavey
the buildings would be extremely difficult to convert, and in
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addition a large portion of the plawe would be left untouched.
He baesed the figures he had given on Mr, Delap's plans, with
gome minor alterations. He did not consider the County Surveyor's
plans impracticable and he believed £3,600 was a r easonable
figure if they could be carried out, _

The Chairman pointed out lha.t,although Mr, Moore stated he hal
gone in Mr, Delap's plans, hl: admitted there had been no regard
to sections or elevations, or the question of inter ior acmommodation,
whereas Mr. Delep's estimate of £10,000 sovered all fixtures., The
latter also sllowed a fairly high figure for contingencies whereas
Mr. Moor$é had providaﬂknly £200.

Mr. Delap explained that, when he was authorised to associate
an architect with him, he tried to secure the best saxrvice in this
pegard and selected Mr. Richard Orpen, a leading architect in
publin and a personal friend of his own, 7They had spent a consid-
ensble time on the sites of both places and went very closely into
the amount of accommodation and got out a careful and elabomate
schddule of what accommodation would be provided at the Courthouse,
Their estimate for thés was £15,000 which was considered too
high and the accommodation was cut down to allow of an extimate
of £10,000. But he would like to point out to the Committee that
an%mmnta \estimate could not be obtained without taking out
quaatities by a quantity Surfjeyor, Mr. Orpen's idea was that
the fine old building of the Courthouse should be restored to
its pristine attractiveness commensurate with the plainest
possible work. It never came into their heads that the bullding
was to be a monument to the Architect.He was at one with Mr. Moore
and Mr, O'Connor in favour of the Courthouse, If quantities were
taken out for the building there would be the usual fees of

13 per cent or 2 per cent to the Quantity Surveyor and 3 per cent
to Architent.

Mr. Corish pointed out that, since Mr. Delap's estimate had
been prepared, the cost of materials, particularly cement, had
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gone down considerably. jd

Mr. Belap mentioned that to balance this the bullding at
the Quay had deteriorated considerably within the last two years,
He had given & very carefully considered opinion in fawur of the
Courthouse site@) and it was hardly human to expect him to he *
just critic of the County Surfeyor's plans which dealt with a
gsite which he and Mr. Orpen had definitely turned down. The County
Surveyor however was an archttect as well as an engineer; and if
the County Surveyor were satisfied with his plans he (Mr. Delap)
considered the Councid should give every consideration to them .,
One -of the matters which ran up his estimate wry considerably
was thd almost prohibitive cost of cutting tl.-;e walls for windovfg
to give proper light such as wae necessary for modern offices.

The County Surveyor stated he did not propose to 1nt€£’§m
with the walls but the windoe® would be furnished wi th sashes.

My, Delap in reply to the ‘nairman, stated that another matter
vhich weighed in their minds with the Jail was interference with the
roof. If he were to criticise the County Surveyor's scheme, it
would take him a week t0 deal with it, adequately. On the face
of 1t, if he were asked for an engindering opinion oply the probsb-
ility would be that his report would state that what the County
Surveyor proposed was perfectly sound engineering, but very bad
business as regards accommodation, etc. The windews should be one
tenth of the floor space, and these was just barely this minimum
amount on the Jall site,

The Chairman stated he considered they should not pay very
mch attention to the statement of ;lr Moore, in view of the fact
M{it was Blased purely and solely on a plan which did not give
any sections or elevations. As regards the Jall site, Mr. Delap
had admitted that the position was considerably changed if the
County Councli were prepared to accept the existing windowe as
providing sufficient light. Mr. Delap, however, considered this

inadequate. They would also notice that Mr, Delap was not prepared
to give a considered opinion from an engineering poing of view on

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES

— S




416

| f’},r

hhe plans of the County Surveyor unless he had an opportunity
of considering them in detall and for some time, He believed
the Committee should make a representation to the County
Council to have the plans submitted to Mr. Delap.

My, Culleton proposed and Mr. O'Byrne, seconded :=

"We recommend the County Councll to accept the County
Surveyor's plans for proposed Courthouse on the Jall site
without submission ¢f same to Mr. Delap."

As an amdndment Mr. Corish proposed:-

"Tat as Mr. Delap and Mr. Orpen have given a very decided
opinion that the Jall site is impracticable, the plans of the
County Surveyor in this regard be submitted to them for examin-es
ation and report; also, that the plans of hke County Surveyor
and of Messrs, Delap and Orpen be submitted to a ggantity
Surveyor,"

Mr. Corish's proposition was not seconded.

r. Delap stated that at present none of the plans were in
a position to be submitted to a quantity surveyor. 1In order
to prepare them for this purpose, they should recoldect they
would have to provide for an Architectf®s, and Quantity
"-Burveyort's fees, _

In reply to the ﬁmirman Mr. Delap stated that if his
opinion only was required on the Courty Survejor's plans and
certdbn technical qguestions, the fes would probably be about
£15.15.0d. At present Mr. Orpen and himself had been working
on a certain amount of remuneration for each day., but as
soon as orders were fiven to go into the definite detalls of
these plans for submission to a Quantity Surveyor, the fees
would have to be calculated on.

Chailrman-What approximately would it cost to gat out
plans and quantities survey for| Courthouse , if after all

we do not go on with the surk?
Mr, Dadgp = About £550.

— e e —




Mr. Corish then proposed and the Chairman seconded:-
"That the County Surveyor's plans be submitted for enginssm
ing opinion on certain definite points,.*
Tte Chbrman, after further discussisn took a show of hands
with the result that there voted for Mr. Corish's amendment:-
Mr. Corish and the Chairman .
Against:- Messrs. 0'Byrne, Culleton, Cummins, Hayes, and
licCarthy.
The Chdirman declared the amendment lost, and Mr. Culleton's

motion ﬁ;& then put and passed without dissent.

The County Surveyor pointed out that in order to prepare
plane for submission to s quantity Survevor he would have to
employ an Architectumal Draughtsman, the cost of which would

be about £50.
ldr. O'Byrne proposed gnd Mr, Cummine seconded the
following reeolution which was adopted, Mr. Corish dissenting:-
"That the County Surveyor be empowered to employ an
Archltectural Draughtsman to prepare detailed plans of Courthouse
at Jall site in order to procure quantity survey, "
Mr, Mc'Carthy proposed and Mrs O'Byrne seconded the
following resolution which was addpted, Mr. Corish dissenting
"That we recommend the County Council %o empower Mr, Elgee,
Sc_)licitﬂtr, to complete the purchase of all the interests con-
cerned in the old Courthouse JStound rents, so that the site may
be held in fee simple,"
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Colonel Gibbon, having dealt with the minutes of
Courthouse Committee, Mr. James J. O'Connor, Solicltor,
sald he appeared before the Committee on behalf of a large
mmber of ratepayers who were anxious for the rebuilding of
the Courthouse on the old site. The Jail was outside the
prggincts of the town, while the site on the old Courthouse
was close to:the Main Street, the Railway Station, ﬁle chief
Hotel, and the business establishments. On the question
of cost he understood Mr. Delap was asked to submit an
estimate for rebullding on the old site. His estimate
amounted to £13,000, which Was considered excessive by
the Local Government Minister. The plans were submitted
to Mr. Delap, who, amended his estimate to £10,000. Subsequently
the County Surveyor submitted an estimate for £3,600 for the
regpnstruction of Council offices, Court accommodation in the
Jail. He (Mr. 0'Connor) was informed-he did not kmow rightly
or wrongly-that in order to Dbe allowed to spend the amount of
the award on the jall the Council would have to satisfy the
Redmond and otheliinterests in the old Cowrthouse site which,
he understood, would cost £4,000. on the instruction of rate-
payers he asked Messrs. Donnelly Moore, and Keating, Architects
to come to Wexford and inspect both sites. Mr. Moore had
given him estimate showing that the Courthouse could be built
on the old site for £5,000. Adverse criticisms had been made
by Colonel Gibbon. As the plane which lMr, Moore had were
not- detailed, his estimate was only a rough one, but if
the Council wished he (lr. 0'Connor) thought he could produce
o contractor who would be prepared to undertake the work of
reconstructing the courthouse on the old site for £6,000, The
ratepayers were most anxious about the matter, and as there
had been so much controversy about it he asked the Councll
not to accept the recommendation of the Committee, but if
n@oessary to ask the Ministey to hold a public inquiry into
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the whole matter and let proper plans be prepared. He was
instructed that interest, approximating £75, would be paid
with the award, which would bring the amount for the rebuild-
tng on the o0ld site to practically £6,000.
Mr. J. Cummins-We haven't got the interest.
Chairman-Unless they deviate from what has been their practive
in the case o:}hnds for destriction I don't think you will
get any interest.

Colonel Gibbon asked Mr. O'Comnor were the Council to
under stand from his word *"rebulld" that the courthouse would
bd rebuilt, refitted and equipped?

Mr, O'Connor-Yes.

Colonel Gibbon-With £ 1ttingﬁi~l furniture ete.?

Mr. Q'Connor-No Furniture

Chattman-One would think talking about Wexford that Wexford
town was going to build the Courthouse. Remenbper that the
County-at-latge and not the neople of Wexford @@e have Mz
a say in this matter. '

Mr, O'Connor replied that Wexford paid one-sixth of the 1:1:.'«;:,E

Chairman-I MRy say they are not or anything spproaching |
that.

The Secretary stated that the valuation of Wexford Urban
District was about one-twemtieth of the valuation of the
County.

Mr, McCarthy, mowing the adoption of the Committees
recommdndations, saild that Xxm for almost three years the
question had been before the Councily and if they were to
build the Courthouse, it was time to bring the ghestion te @
finality. At first the Council decided to rebuild on the old
site, but subsequently the majority changed their minds, and
since then had expressed ¢n seweral occasimns the opinion
that the old Jall provided the best accommodation. In utilizing

the jail the Council and court officdl would not be possessed of
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outstanding architectural features, but they would get commodious
comfortable and suitable accommodation. In a.ddﬁon to providing
a Courthouse and County Council Offices they hoped to be able

to ppovide accommodation for #he County Library Service, for
which they were at present paying a rent of £65 per annum for
other premises, Furthermore, there would be room for expansion,
which the old site could not dffer. Coming to the financial
dde, the final estimate of rebuilding the old site was £10,000.
At the present time they had two white) elephants on hands,

the Courthouse 8itd for which they paid £180 per year, and the
Jail for which they pald £207 per year. Under the sbheme which

the Council was asked to adopt it was intended to bu%,out all
the interestéin the old courthouse, and acquire the fee simple,
which would probably cost about £3,600 or something more. At
any rate they would have acquired it in fee xiugke simple,

and possibl’ would be able to dispose of it. It should be

worth something considering that when the courthouse was built
in 1812 it Was valued at £1 a goot, They had a‘{;"oonfo spend
on the renovation of the jail, It might cost that amount,

Mr, Barry's estimate was kess, but they would hawve £5,000
avallable. If they paid £3,600 for the purchase of hhe site
on the Quay, and sold the present Coumcil Offices for which
they should get nearly the £2,000 pald for them they would have
the latter sum to pay for the purchase of the premises on the
Quay; so that they would not have any more than £2,000 to raise
by loan, and would have extinguished £180 rent at the old Jail
site.

Colonel Quin seconded the motion.

Mr. Corish said he was totally opposed to the Jail and
had a considerable volume of opinion behind him. He held it
was ndt possible with any degree of accuracy to estimate the
smount 1t-wodld coset to reconstruct the J all into a courthouse,

It had been the invariable practice of the Minister for Finance
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to deduct 20 per cent of the amountizﬁ?aNards. He hoped that

would not happen u\t‘ne case of the Courthouse award as he did

not want to see the County done out of any money, but in view of

the fact of what had been happéning im any cases ke had to dealM |
he believed it would happen in this case, If that took place

the amount which would be available would be £4,400. Taking

Mr. Barry's estimate (£3,600) and the sum of £3,600 to bug out

he Redmond mxkwke& end other interests in the courthouse site
would mske a total of £7,200. A Sum of £4,400 would be avellable

o il

e .

vhich meant that the Council would hawve to make up a deficiency

of £2,800 for the Jail site. If theyddopted the Quay site

Mr. Delap's estimate was £0,000. They would receive’(£5,500 from
the Government which-would include interest which would leave a
deficiency of £4,5C-O"takm;_r that deficienty of £4,500 with the
deficiency of £2,800 on the Jail site it meant only £1,700A o

reconstruct the Courthouse on the proper site ani provide
a preperly equipped building. By the eeectiom of the Courthouse

on the old site they would be saving money, because 17&1; were

erefted in the Jall it would mean continued expenditure in
consequence of the deterioration which everyone would agree had
set in in the Jail prembsees He wondered if Mr. Barry -
had tzken that into consideration. If the Court house were
erected in the Jail the whole jail itself would have to be
kept in repai‘i’ and it would cost more for mmintenance then:
it would for a new building on the Quay. He agreed with the
Chairman that the matter was a County one, but the ratepayers
of Wexford had a right to make their voice heard. The objection
of a great many of the Wexford ratepayers was that they did not
wand to sec the old Courthouse an eyesore. No matter what was
done with the Jall 1t would still be lodieed upon as the Jail and
it certainly would not be a dery ddifying bullding or one that
Wexford was ent itlﬁ*o have-a proper Courthouse.

The Chairman asked if any amendment was confemplated.
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Proceeding he sald that in the 15:‘.181‘ part of Mr. Corish's

statement a great deal of sentiment was introduced. "I
need not tell you " continued the Chairman 'Fhat the rate-
payers are not out for sentiment., It's Valué they want and
not sentiment. We want to get the rates down from their
present abnormal gigure seeing the condidions prevailing in
the Country and you will not lower them by spending momay
to carry out sentiment",

Replying to Mr. Hall, the County Surveyor stated that
the Jail when Xigix reconstructed would be lighted by
electricity.

Mr. D'Arcy-Is there any dafiger of the Minister not
giving the award if we procded with the Jail scheme?

Chairman-No. He has already said he would give it,

The Secretary there Was a letter from the Minister stating
that if the Council satisfied the Redmond and Hungerford
interests in the old site of the Courthouse, he would be
prépared to fall in with the wishe& of the Council,

Chairman-And we are satisfying them,

Cn a poll being taken on Mr. McCarthy's proposition that
ghe recommendatipns of the Committee be adopted, the wvoting
resul ted,ns '

For:- Messrs, Brennan, Colfer, Culleton, Cumins, D'Arcy,
Doran, Hayes, Jordan, Mayler, McCarthy, Murphy, O'Byrne,

Roche, Shannon, Hall, Smyth, Walsh, Miss O'Ryan, Colonel Gibhon,
Colonel Quin, and the chairman
-Againstl-Messrs, Corish, Cooney and Gaul........ 2

Messrs, Clince and Keegan did not vote.

The Chairman declared the motion accepting the Committee's
recommendations carried,
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Rosslare gewerage and Water Schemes.

Colonel Gibbon referred to the cost of the above
schemes and sfated he had been requested by some farmers
and ratepayers of the Wexford Rural District to r aise

the question of the#ea. of charge, The Schemes comtemplated

extensive and expensivc){wnks. He admitted that those were

matters purely and simply for the Board of Health, ﬁchnica-lly)
and it Iéa,s for them to state whether the schemes were essential,
but he submitted that the County Council had a right to see

what districts should be levied for Mee charges. It would be
goossly unfair to the ratepayers of Wexford rural district if the
charge were levied on them. The ratepayers of wexford ﬁural
District had several watering places in the area to which the
residents went. Rosslare only tapped a smgll agricul tural
district and was resorted by people almost entirel/;g tomnspeople,
from outside the district who came by specizl trains and motor
buses from Wexford, Enniscorthy and elsewhere. Those people
were creating the need of watering places, snd yet were not to
bear one single item of the expense. The Corporation of Wexford
and the townspeople were not to bear any portion of the expense.
$It had ted that the people of Rosslare district would
venffit by the sale of their mmtm.}éxmoe. That was absol-
ute nonsense, The people who came to Rosslare for a day brought
their own lunches and requirements, The hotels had small

gardens and farms, which supplied them with milk, butter, egms
and vEtables. If the dewelopment works were carried out they
w0u1d,\1n the interests of the rallways, the motor buses, and

the people from the different towns who wanted a place to which
they could have easy access by rail and buss He submitted that
the County Coumeil should take cognizance of the proposals

which were put forward that the whole of the enormous charge
should be 1eviedg‘/11ttle district.
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Me. D'Arcy-Has the Council decided An these works?
Mr. McCarthy-The whole thing is sub judice.
Colonel Quin-Gorey district paid for its own scheme. I am six
or seven miles ffom GoEey and I don't get anything out of it.
Mr. P. Hayes sald the Gorey work differed frdm Rosslaze.
The necessity was dwe to the influx of people to Rosslare., Tie
people of Wexford rural district ben€fited very little., If
there 1is a.n"j necessity for the scheme it wbould be a County
at large charge.
Colonel Quin sald he differed from Golonel Gibbon in the

statement that people engaged in agriculture would not benffite
by the development of Rosslare.

The Chairman sated he was in a posion to know as much as

anyone present about Rosslare from which Me 1lived only thrss

miles. As far es-making anything from Rosslare, he never made
#enny plece but of it. The hotels of Rosslare were able %o

supply their own requirements from their own farms and gardens,
Proceeding, the chairman mentioned that medical inspectors
who visited Rosslare, agreed that sewerage and water schemes
Were necessary. A meeting of the Local people was held, %e
which he (Cliairmen) was Invited, and an Inspector gave the
promise of a grant of £1,000 to help the schemes, which were
also supported by the local medical officer. When the offer
of a grant mas made he (Chairman) thought it would be a bad
thing to refuse it, if in the event of a year oz/tlo they were
compelled to proce@d with such schemes. ' The peoposals were
discussed at least twenty times by the County Health Board
tq‘mlch deputations came. Eventually a scheme was drafied
which 1t was estimatefd would cost £8,000. The water works
scheme was acD,ertise.' and a tender for £5,000 was accepted.
That scheme was now drawirg to a close. Rog_Slare was badly

off for water, even if they mever wemt on with the sewerage scleme,
For the sewerage scheme a plan Was submitted which it was estimated
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would cost £2,000. That was turned down. He would not conteam-
plate any expenditure in excess of the amount first calculated.
The sewerage scheme was modified several times, bu?{still it was
not brought down to the original estimste of the Engineer of

the Health Board and as long as this held 'ﬁe would not countenance
the scheme. Colonel Gibbon had given an expression of opinion
on behalf of ratepayers in Wexford rural district. He (Chatrmand
akso consulted a considerable number, and everyone of them

was totally opposed to the scheme. The present season ®as one
of the worst they had had for a considerable time as far as their
crops were concerned in the Baronies of Forth and Bargy, They hal
no ‘turnips, practically only half a crop of potatoes, with
barley and oats anything but an everage crop. The price of
cattle hdd fallen @@wm on Saturday last to 83d Mpound

in Birkenhead. In the face of these océnditions they could see
that the outlook was not a bright one to justify any increase

of taxation.

Mr, D-'A.roy-m% is the jurisdiction of the County Council?
Chairman)I am not in a position to tell you. This was
solely brought on by the medica® officers of the Local Government

Departmentfand of the district.

Mr. D'Arcy-If the Health Board decided on spending the
money could we re“lse 1t?

Chairman~I don't know.

Colonel Gibbon said he wanted to make it clegr that he was
not questioning the Board of Health as to the technical matter
of whether the schemes were ncesssary. What he particularly
opposed was the levging of the charge on the rugal district of
Rosslare,

In answer to a quemy of Colonel @ibbon, the Chairman sald
that the cherge would be 4d. in the £, but not more thax?ﬁ
halfpenny in the £ if made a County at large charge.




V.

jl .

OF

Replying to Miss O'Ryan, the Chalrman stated that the ¢ld Board
of Health passed schemes estimated to cost £8,000, but they were
turned down by the present Board, before which a further scheme
was submitted that was not definitely refused or approved.

Colonel Gibbon-Does that fourpemny rate include the waterworks?

Chairman-Yes.

Mr. D'Arcy-1 don't see why we in the Notth of the County
should be required to pay for a Rosslare shheme.

The Chairman stated that 5 per cent of the people of Wexford
rural district did not fregment Rosslare.

Mr. O'Byrne concurred with Mr . D*Arcy*s opinion,

The Chairman held that Rosslare was vastly different from
any other seaside place in the County. The necessity for schemes
were created by people who went there from outside Wexford,
including Gorey, with special trains.

Mr . Keegan gonsidered it would be a bad procedure to abandon
the ®ewerage scheme if the water schemes were finished. If Col.
Gibbon were in England and found that such a state of affairs
existed he would not drifé his car through it. He agreed with
the point that i1t would not be fair to burden a small district
with the cost, but some way should be found by the Council to
lessen it. Courtown Harbour was not solely supporsed by the
people of Gorey., Visitors came there from Dublin and other
places, even Galway, who were there at the moment.,

Mr, D'Arcy-Let them all pay.

Mr., Kesgan—-Then make it an all Ireland charge.

Mr. D'Arcy-Rosslare is the playground of Wexford people.

Alderman Corish sald he did not deny that a great many
Wexford people went to Rosslare. They were prepared to pay
their share, bulthe Local Government Minister objected. He did
not think they should take a narrow-minded view of this matter.
As far as he was concerned he Was prepared to give his_ voice and

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES

—— — = = - e = R




vote tewards helping all seaside resorts.
Colonel Gibbon said he was not objecting to the development
of seaside resorts. He objected to the ratepayers of a small
district being held responsible for #he cost.
The Chairman stated the matter would be further discussed
at the next meeting of the County Health Board,
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Road and Quarry Worksrs as Members of Trades

Unions.

The following motion of which he had given pmeevious
motive stood in the name of Mr, O'Byrnei-

"I hereby give notice that I will move at the meeting of
the County Council to be held on 8th October, 1928 that the
resolution ppssed today{lOth September, 1928) on the motion
of Mr. Jordan be rescinded."

The assemting signatories to this notice of motion were:-

Messrs. Shannon, Hayes, Gaul, Cooney, Clince and Colfer.
The following i copy of Mr, Jordan's resolution:-

"That the resolution of the County Council compelling
workers to be members of a trades union be rescinded."

Mr., O'Byrne said thet his objecy in giving notice of
motion was that some of his farmer friends on the Counci;i

would have & month to consider the effect of adopting
Mr, Jordan's proposal.: The resolutiol reseinded by this
proposal was put on the books by the County Council more than
five years ago, and it was put there when the farmers made up
the maJoiity of the Council. The work had been carried on in
the County Wexford as in no other County in Ireland. Better
satisfaction had been given by the road workers than under any
other system iﬁ Ireland, he believed. He asked the members

not to strike at eitherfarmers'trade union or Labourers'

trade union., The Labour representatives had stood for tike
Council getting efficiency, and no man whosd case had come
before th9100uncil and who had besn shown not to be efficient
had ever had advocates in the union or in its representatives,
They tried to have the direct Babour scheme made a suceess,
and they realised that if the workers did not give satisfactim
it could not Dbe %success. The union always stood for iihe Council

getting value for the money spent. He asked that the resolution
passed on the motion of Mr, Jordan be rescinded, as he did not

believe it would do any good.
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Mr, Shannon setondéd, and said they always stood for
efficiency; and never stood behind any men that was slacking.
Mr, Hayes sald that Mr. OtByrne's motion to rescind
¥r. Jordan's resolution had given a momth of grace to fhe
memberg of ke Council who voted against the resolution on the
books, and had enable.{them to think over the question ax
to whether it was wise 1o scrap the resolution, He suggested
that the resolution with regard to the employkent of only union
labour was largely responsible for the success of the direct
1sbour scheme in the county. Statements had bedn mdde that
men had been treated unfairly, but, speaking as a representative
of the union, they had always been ready to give assistance
to bring about a favourable settlement where-ever any grlevance
had been brought forward., He dld not know that the Councll
would benifit much by the scrapping of the resolution. If 1t
was in the minds of any of the members that hhere had been
any injustice done he suggested that they should at least
postpone the matter of rescinding the resolution for twelve
months or six months, and 1::51_1111'9 into jany miscarriage of
justice in regard to employment = by’\union or any of the
officials of the unlon.
Colonel Quin said that Mr, Quigley, engineer to the
Department, told them that they were one of the most expensive
counties, and got the least value for their money. He (Colonel
quin) did not think there was anyons against the union. NO
trades! unioniet would be refused work, but what he thought
they wanted to stop was paoﬁe being hounded out of their
work because they did m‘t pay to the union.
Mr. Keegan proposed tha%the question should be left
over for three months to give the Labour Party time to
reorganise in view of corplainkép that had been made, They
ghould see that every man got'work, whether he paid into a

union or not.
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Chairman-You can't do that and leave the order on the book.
Mr. Keegan sald he thought the two big parties in the
Councl] should be mare charitable to each other, and the fact
of a resolution Being scrapped that day would not make matters
any more satisfactory for anyone., He was guite sure Mr. Jovdan
would not mind giving labour three months %o reorganise,
He was making those rematks but he wotld not vote on dne side
or the other. After all if farmers had ga right to be in Re’
union labourers also had a right.
- Mr. Cooney seconded Mr, Keegan's resolution but after
considerasble discussion it was withdrawn.
Mr. Cummins sald he intended to support Mr. Q'Byrne's

motion. He was a mamber of the Ctuncil in 1922 when the

resolution on the books was passed by honourable men, somth

whom were present, If he had not thought the resolution
ngcessary in 1922 he would not have supported it, and having
supported it then how ®would be oppose it that day? The motion
to adjourn for three months was consistent with fair play,

He was sorry to notice that day the spirit of labour against
farmer, and he wanted the Council to bury that. The farmer
was in a bad atate and the labourer was in & bad state, and
their policy should be to 1ift them out of that state and use
every means in their power to do so. They should try to
bring a better spirit amongst them, and if they sMcceeded the
Country would be prosperous.

A poll on Mr. O'Byrne's motion resultefl as follows:e
For:-Miss O'Ryan, Messrs. Corish, Clince, Shannen, Colfer,
Cooney, Cumnine, Waul, Hayes, McCarthy and O'Byrne......11.
Against:-Colon@l Gibbon, Colonel Quin, Nessrs. Brennan, Colleton,
D'Arcy, Doran, Hall, Jordan, Mayler, Murphy, Roche, Smyth,
Walsh and the Chairman..

Mr. Keegan did not vote.

Mr.0'Byrne's motion was declared Jost, and, accordingly,

Mr, Jordan's proposition for the rescinding of the trades union
resolution comes into force.
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Work Versus Dole,
The following resolution was adopted on the motion of

Miss O'Ryan, seconded by Mr. D'Arcy:-

* As some Road wokers now out of work are in receipt
of unemploypent benffit this /Council 18 of opinion that
representatiotiﬂéhould be made to the Ministry of Indastry

other Ministry responsibla whereby the
money allotted for this purpose viz., ben!fitrshould be
handed over to Ministry of Local Govermment and paid to the

and Commerce

County Cpuncil for their workers for somqéublic remunerative
‘work, thus getting work done for money paid and ensuring that
County Council employees shoudd only receive pay for work dome,
Sanction 66 Mr. Art Dunne, Rate Collector.
Under date 26th Septenmber, 1928, fhe Department of Local
Government wrote’(G.65330/1928-Lodh Garman Fa), stating that

the Minister sanctioned the temporary appointment of Mr. Art
Dunne as poor Rate Collector for No. 15 Dollection District,
prévided he took up residence in the district, and that the
County Coupcil were iihnpijhga satisfied with his sureties.

Road Fund Grants,

Under date lst October, 1928, letter was read from the
Department of Loczl Govermment (Roads), stating that a
payment of £1245 was made out of the 0ld British Road Fund
for Mountgarrett Bridge to the Treasurerd of the County Cou
on 28th geptember, 1928,

Under date 15th September, 1928, (8.G.E./32), letter was
read from the Department of Locsl Gove ernment (Roads), stating that
payment of £200 out of allocation of £5720 from Grant of
£200,000, was made to the County Treasurer en 5th October

2 grant allocated in respect of work

Ug“.‘}l,:“‘t“("l, 15 .EP R G.M. /—'

), the Department
of Locel Government wrote thet a payment of £1173 out
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Maintenance Grant of £6331 No. 7988/29 had beecn made to
the County Treasurer on 25th September, 1928,.
Under date 19th September, 1928, the Department of
Lbcal Government (Roads) wrote (S.G.N./32/2) that a payment of
£3921 under National Road Scheme,-Road T.8, works No. N.886,=
had been made to the County Treasurer on 14th September, 1928,
re ur thouse

An application was received from Mr. D.J. Bolger, Gorey

Operatic Socliety, for use of portion of Gorey Courthouse for
pracfices in preparation for the production of Operas.

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr. Keegan, seconded by Colonel Quin:~

"That the use of Gorey Cuourthouse, (provided same will not
inferfere with the administration of Justice or the technical
classes of Gorey Technical School) WEl¥ be granted to the
Gorsy Operatic Society."

Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurences Ltd.

#The report of the Directors of Irish Puboic Bodies Mutual
Insurances Ltd., to W presented to the mecting of the Company
on 12th Octoher, 1928 was submitted.

The following resolutidn was adopted on the motion of

Mr. Corish, seconded by Colonel Quin:=

"That Mr. James Gaul, County Councillor, be appointed to
pepresent the County Council at the meeting of the Irish Pubdie
Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd., on 12th:Octobdr, 1928 to vote and
exercise every other right and power incidental to such
membership of the Company by the Wexford County Council,"”

Gour town Harbour.

Under date 27th September, 1928, the Department of Fisheries
wrote (d/5/2), asking for detalls of the estimate of £2130 of
County Surveyor in commeéction with proposed work at Courtown
Harbour, and for particulrd of the type of grab dredger proposed
to be gequired and the arrangements to be set up for its
working.
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Under date 3rd October, 1928, the following letter was
read from the County Surveyor:-

- "In reply to your letter of the 29th ultimo enclosing
copy of letter from Department of Fisheries under date 27th
ult., I beg to neport as follows:-

On the 22nd December last in company of Speclal Comittee
I inspected the Harbour, and Mr, Hassard, representing Departmant
of Fisheries was also present, In my report % the Roads
Committee on the 2nd January, 1928 I referred to this inspection
and verbally reported as follows:-

"The County Surveyor stated that he estimated essential
repairs at the end of the pier at £150; new lock gate and slulces
he estimatdd at £480. There was a gravel bank which formed at the |
end of the pier and which interfered with ‘the sluicing being really
effective as the power of the sluices was l&rgely gone by the time
it reached so far down the harbour. This bank could be rémoved

only by the use of a hand grab dredger rumning on rails ami

which he estimated would cost £450. It was to be worked by the
£ishermen and 1.1;111; was in operation the largest boat in the
harbour would be able to get to sea. It was also suggested ,Xxakx
@l he believed rightly, that dredging of 8,000 cubic yards should
be done in the inner basin. This at 3/- per cubic yard would run
to £1,200. This work might be dons for M=s but the £1,200 was
his estimate for it, The total amount was £2,280. The local men
would have to guarantee to work the grab dredger if provided.
If while the bank reméined at the mouth of the harbour they would
not work this dredger it would be to their own loss.*®

The item for the repair of the end of the Pier amounting to
£150 was approved by the Coupty Council, and the work has now
beéen done and the money expended. In regard to the other items
amounting to £2,130 the County Council has recently approved of
them provided that the Department gives a Grant of 50%. I have
now bee+n commnication with the Mamufacturers of dredging
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machinery, but havé not yet arrived at a satisfactory design
for a Grab dredger, and awalt further information from makers,
Recently with two members of the Cownty Council I inspected

the dredgers employed on the Barrow Drainage Scheme, and it

is possible that the County Council may purchase some similar
style of dredger for use in connection with the Local Drainage
Schemes, and the several Harbours around the County. If such
a machine be purchased there would be no difficulty in dredging
out the inner Harbour at Courtown, but this machine would not
be suitable for dredging outlet channel.¢‘

I have carefully gone into the exlsting design of the
gates and slulces, and am satisfied that we can with modifications
and improvements construct new gates at the estimated cost of
£480. I originally contemplated altering the desigh of these

gates, but find that such is not practicable as any alteration

would emtail serious changes i:b the masonry work. Recently I
have had a diver engaged in under water inspection of the Gate
Chamber, and I believe we shall not have any difficulty in
dealing with this work, My estimate for the imppovement
works thus remains at £2,130 which is the figure set out in the
letter from the Department and is made up as follows;:~-

New Gates and Sluices

Grad Dredger on RailS .......coveeevnn... £450.
Dredging inner basin aresl acre x 5t deep --—— say 8,000 \
CUDLO Yar@B sov.vun uovas sl s £ 1,200

Approved.,

Kilmore Harbour,

Under date 28th September, 1928, the Depertment of Fisheries

wrote (D/73/1) that they had been notified by the Commissioners

of Public Works that they considersd it unsafe 1o send
*n . - 3
60 Kilmore at this season of the vear. The matter must therefore

™ r
’ "o T = Vs B -4 »
9@ posiponed for conmsideration as

) to whether arrangemente could

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES




405

N

be made to hwwe a dredger avallable for Kilmore in the late
Spring or early Sunmer of next year.

The County Surveyor mentionsd that, if the County Council
would procure some sort of special grab dredger, it would be
very useful for small drainage schemes and for harbdurs., It
would certainly be able to do most satisfactory work at
Kilmorse.

Mr. Roche pointed out that, if the dredging work wad not
carried out early next yaa:rJ the Harbour would be a complete
failure,

Mr. Corish suggested that the County Surveyor should
ascertain the cost of a trap barge 1+rder to carry out the
dredging at Kilmore as he believed a steam launch would be
avallable.

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr, %Roche, seconded by Mr. Hayes:=-

* That, unless the Council receive intimation from the
Depaxrtment of Fisheries that a dredger can be made available
4 for Kilmore early ne@t year, steps be taken to have
dredging carried out by some other means,"

Cinemgtograph Act.

On the motion of Mr. O'Byrne, seconded by H*uccazthy, the
following resolution was adopted:- ‘

"That Sergeant P,A, Hanley, 1801, Garda Siochana, Rosslare
Strand, be appointed Inspector under Cinemagegraph Act, 1909 for
Killinick, G.S. Sub-District, vice Sergeant T.B. Dunleavy,
(2299), transferred from the District.”

3 Appointment of Solicitor

Under date 20th September, 1928, (L.A.16/1/28), legter was
read frdm the Local Appointments Commissioners, recommending

Mr, John Elgee, 2 George Street, Wexford for appointment as
Solicltor to Wexford County Council.

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr. O'Byrne, seconded by Mr. Shannon:-
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"That Mr. John Elgee, 2 George Street, Wexford, be
appointed Solicitor to Wexford County Council at a Salary

of £50 per annum, with out-of-pocket expenses; this salary

to cover travelling expenses incurred within the County.
Appointment to be determined by three months notice in
writing on either side.”
Sports Féelds.,
The following resolution from Offaly County Council
was adopted on the motion of Mr. O'Byrne, seconded by
Mr, McCarthy:-

"That éhe Offaly County Council urge the Government
to amend the Land Act in such a manner that it shall enable
the Irish Land Commission to allof suitable land whergever
it may be needed for Sports Eields, or any other purpose,
$0r Pubdic use."

Capitation Grant-Mental Hospitals.

The following resolution firom Ballinasloe Mental
Hospital Committee was adopted on the motion of Mr. Hall,
seconded by Mr. Brennan:-

"That all County Councils in Saorstat and Mental Hospital
Committees be requested to make an organised affort to secure
the restoration of the Capitation Grant to the scale of one-half
the cost of maintenance, as was origimly the case,”

Payment of Land Annuities.
The following resolution was submitted from Wicklow County
Board of He3lth and marked *read":-

"That owing to the general distress existing amongst all
classes of the agricultural community in this countey we call upon
the Govermment to exgtend the period of payment of Land Commission
annuities by a term of fifty years, Failing this being done, we
consider the Govermment should arrange that no annuities should
be sxXimitdx calied for during the next two years and that the amoun®

due for these two years should be spread over the succeeding ten
years, We further consider the the Gevermment contribution to
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Local Rates should be put on a more equitable ba@sis than at
present,

eelne Snyle
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