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WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL

MEETING 23RD NOVEMBER 1931
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A meeting of Wexford County Council was held in
County Council Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, on 23rd
November, 1931.
Present:- Mr. M. Doyle (Chairman) presiding; also
H@ssrs James Armstrong, John Brennan, James Clince, Patrick
Colfer, Thomas Cooney, Richard Corish, John Culleton, John
Cummins, Timothy F. D'Arcy, John Doran, James Gaul, Col.
C.M. Gibbon, James Hall, Patrick Hayes, Michael Jordan,
William P. Keegan, Thomas Maylor, Thomas McCarthy, John
. Murphy, Sean O'Byrne, Miss Nellie O'Ryan, Col. R.P.Wemyss J
Quin, M.M. Roche, James Shannon,Myles Smyth and James E.
Walsh.

The Secretary, Assistant Secretary, County Surveyor,
County Solicitor and the following Assistant Surveyors were
also in attendance:- Messrs T. Treanor, R.J. Ennis, Thos.
Cullen, P.0'Neill, and J.F. Birthistle.

: The Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed.

Treasurer's Advice Note for £11,801: 1: 94 was
examined and signed.
) THE LATE ROBERT RECK

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr. O'Byrne, seconded by Mr Hall:- "That reply from Mr.
James Shannon, M.C.C. to vote of condolence be inserted on
this day's meeting."

The following is the reply:-

"Will you kindly convey my very sincere thanks to the

= members of the County Uguncil one and all and to yourself,

County Surveyor, County Solicitor and staff who kindly voted |
+ sympathy to me in my bereavement on the death of my nephew

ubnder very sad circumstances. I can assure you that I H

appreciate the Council's kindness very much as it is a

comfort to me to know that qbaue the sympathy of my colleagueai}
}
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in a time of trouble. It was a very sad affair but God
knows best and we can only agree."

PROVISIONAL ROAD WORKS SCHEME

—— e ——

As arranged at a previous meeting a preliminary

examination of provisional Road Works Scheme in respect
of financial year 1932-33 was made.

The County Surveyor referring to this matter iam his

report stated:-

"The most important work of your meeting will be
dealing with the Road Works Scheme, and I shall treat the
items in detail as they come up. At present I merely
report that I have carefully gone into the several items

s with the Assistant Surveyors, and, in my opinion, the sum

set out for maintenance is the lowest figure for which
the various roads can be maintained in a proper condition.
"I have pointed out to the Council on former occasions,
that, generally, there is a depreciation in the condition
of the County Roads owing to their getting insufficient
material spread annually. I have, with the help of the
Assistant Surveyors, @mdeavoured by the judicious use of the
funds available to keep the roads from going to pieces,
but there is no question about it, one severe winter would
place many roads in an impassable condition. A number of
improvement works are for new roads, and, with the limited
funds at present available, I consider the Council should
not take over further liability. Other of these improve-

certainly
ment works are absolutely essential, and the remainder are /

necessary."

The Secretary stated that the County Surveyor's Estimate

“for year 1932/33 for Road Maintenance amounted to £50,797,

which represents an increase of £7,403 on County Surveyor's
Estimate for 1931/32 which was £73,394. Last year's

—




Estimate was reduced by County Council from £73,394 to
£50,000 so that the Estimate for 1932/33 means an increase
of £30,797 on the amount allocated by County Council for
Road Maintenance last year.

The following table gave the particulars of the
allocation of £80,797 amongst the various classes of roads:-

Original Estimate: Estimate of County :Allocated: Increase

of Co.Surveyor 3 Surveyor 193%2-33 :by County: over
1931-32 $ :Council : Allocation.
: $1931-%9
£32];b2 Main Roads £35,46b £25933 £9533
28742 County Roads 3rd Class 32,151 £15981  £16b170
5556 Co. Roads 4th Class 5,005 4281 1324
\ 2971 Improvement Works(Main) 3,137 1444 1693
1963 Improvement Works (Co.) 2,438 hdb 1352
{000 Contingencies (M@in) 1,000 660 340
1000 Contingencies (County) 1,000 1115 115%e¢
£73394 £50,797 £50,000 £30,797

-
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The Secretary read for the meeting Circular letter
of the Department of Local Government (Roads) - (RGM - 201/31
- 30th October, 1931) relative to road estimates and which
is set out on Minutes of meeting of County Council on 9th
November, 1931_5

"?EEEEEQthNO. 2 stating that if the estimates of the
Council show that a reasonable sum is proposed for the upkeep
of all roads the upkeep grant of the Department for 1932-33
in respect of main roads would be calculated on the basis of
40 % of the sum proposed .

The County Surveyor said as he recognised the présent
economic depression he had made up his estimate on the
minimum to keep the roads in reasomable condition. Last
year his estimate was cut and some members were erroneously
under the impression that he was trying to make up for last
year's deduction in the present estimate. With the ex-




Qe

ception of Leitrim - one of the poorest counties imn the
Saorstat Wexford had the lowest priced roads. This year
Leitrim had increased their estimate and the Wexford roads
were now absolutely the lowest in the whole country. The
figures of the estimates represented a sum of £20 per mile
tor the County Roads which was an extremely low figure. Of
course the cost of main roads was naturally higher but the
average price over the whole County, including improvement
works etc was £25 per mile.

Col. Gibbon said that instead of talking about the
roads and what they were going to raise they should begin
at the other end and see how much the County in view of
present economic conditions could afford,to pay. Last year
ne had proposed that the road expenditure should be £40,000.
Subsequently this was increased to £50,000 but as £10,000
of this was provided from State funds the increase made no
difference in the Rates. If the £40,000 was the best they
could do last year they should realise that the fimancial
position of the County was now much worse. He then re-
ferred in detail to the lower prices now obtained for live
stock and agricultural produce as compared with the corres-
ponding periocd last year. Feeding stuffs which the farmer
had to buy had gone down something im price since last year,
but within the last month they showed a rising tendency.

Coming at the end of the most disastrous year for farmers

that he had known was not the time to talk of spending £30,000

more on the roads over what was provided for the current
financial year. Last year he had proposed £40,000 as the
maximum expenditure and he did not see they couid do with
less for the coming year. He was not going to recommend
anything above that figure and proposed that £40,000 be the
limit for their road expenditure and he proposed that figure
for acceptance by the Council. The main roads were good

enough for the ratepayers - in fact in some cases they were




too good as farmers could not bring their horses on them.
What was wanted was a little more expenditure on some of the
by roads which were of real significance to the farmers. He
considered the County Surveyor should be instructed to draw
up a minimum of work on the trunk roads and which would
maintain them without absolutely seriously breaking up. The
remainder of the money should be spent on the by roads.
Ratepayers in every corner of the County were asking the Co.
Council to take over private roads and if the Council agreed
the extra expense on the County would @ be enormous. It
would be a great mistake to hold out the hope that the Council
was going to take over a whole lot of these private roads.
They could not possibly consider improvements in road expend-
iture until agriculture was again put on its legs. It would

“be absolutely wrong of the Council to try and find large sums
for the roads during this year and until they saw how the

. proposed plans for regemerating agriculture would work out.
The Qouncil were elected t@ look after the imterests of the
ratepayers and to strike an excessive rate for roads now would
not be in the general interest. They would have to put up
with the roads as they are. What was the good of striking a
rate that could not be collected. The £40,000 was the
maximum which the Council was able to set aside for maintenance
for the next financial year.

Mr Culleton seconded.

Colonel Quin said that every single year they were told
that the roads would go to pieces unless they agreed to the
figures in the County Surveyor's estimate but as a matter of
fact they had become steadily better every year for the last
six or seven years. The by roads were no worse. He Would
object to bad roads but personally he had no grouse about the
maiter?ggﬁpared with ten years ago the roads were enormously
improved.

Mr Shannon proposed and Mr O'Byrme seconded the follow-

ing resolution:-~ "That a sum of £50,000 be provided for all
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road expenditure for finmancial year 1932-33 provided that
the state grant for r:pain roads be not less then £10,000."

Miss O'Ryan said that if every member was satisfied with
the adoption of a low road rate it was all right. Last year
many of the members of the party who asked for a low rate came
afterwards to the Council to get money foe their own roads.

If every member now agreed that he was satisfied with the
state of the roads they would be quite in order in passing a
low rate but she was afraid that before the expiration of three
months they would have different members complaining of the
roads and trying to get money for them. This would not be fair
to the people who genuinely accepted the condition of things
as they are.

Mr Roche said that last year they agreed that a certain
amount should be taken from the Main roads and spent on by roads.
He proposed that no expenditure be incurred on the trunk and on
the main roads except for maintenance of water tables and other
work which could not be neglected.

Mr Cummins asked if the Council passed $he resolution of
Col. Glibbon to spend £40,000 on the roads next year would the
"Council be entitled to the Govermment Grant.

# The County Surveyor said he did not know. But what
happened last year was that the Council decided to spend £40,000
on the roads but they were told they would get no grant on that
figure. After correspondence with the Local Government Depart-
dent the Council decided they Would spend £50,000 on condition
they would receive a grant of £10,000 from the Govermment. The
amount raised in rates was of course only £40,000.

: Mr Keegan held that the by roads had depreciated by from
25 to 30 per cent and if they kept depreciating to the same
“extent every year they would soon be impassable. After another
yeé:r they would have to raise a very much higher figure. Although
.it was a very bad time with the Country it was false economy
to cut down the road estimate below a reasonable figure.

Mr D'Arcy said the County Council were making some roads
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so good they were driving the farmers off them.

Mr Corish objected to Col. Gibbon's resolution.
This went to cut down the road estimate by a wave of the
hand. If they desired to cut down the estimate they should
proceed in a regular way and appoint as Committees the mem-
bers of each Co. Electoral area to examine the amount to be
spent dn each individual road in their districts and make
recomnendations to a gerneral meeting. He saw in the estimate
that with the reduction proposed by Col. Gibbon the amount
which would be available for the maintenance of main roads
in Wexford Urban District would be £325 and it would be im-
possible to maintain the main roads for this amount. Since

' he had arrived at the use of reason he had heard year after

year complaint’a of rates beimg too high.

Col. @Gimben held that if Committees were appointed
the members would endeavour to get the highest allocations
for the roads of their own districts and the interests of
the County as a whole would suffer.

Mr Hall said that their third class roads could not
be in a worse condition. There was little use in striking
a rate which cpuld not be collected. They had only half
the preaenthcollected and he could not see where the balance
was to come from. They were spending over £3,000 in road
supervision practically £4 per mile in gangers)Lnd this
could be saved by substituting a well devised system of piece
work. They weee spending too much on their main roads
many of which could not be used by garmers who were compelled
to make a long detour over very bad roads to get in and out
of their market towns.

Colonel Gibbon said they could not maske any reduction
in the estimates for Board of Health, Mental Hospital or
General Services. Their only chance of keeping the rates
down was in the roads. They should be satisfied with their
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condition for a year or two to see in the meantime what
relief would be given to agriculture.

Mr Hall sald the estimates of Mental Hospital and
Board of Health would be up comsiderably for next finamcial
year.

Mr Shannon contended that the reduction proposed by
Col. Gibbon would mean that the Council would be obliged to
spend double the amount on many of their roads in the follow-
ing year and this was essentially bad business.

After further discussion a poll was taken on the amend-

* ment of Mr Shannom with the following result:-

¢

For:- Messrs Armstrong, Colfer, Corish, Cummins ,Gaul ,
Hayes, Keegan, McCarthy, O'Byrne,0'Ryan and Shannon - 11.
Against:- Messrs Bremnnan, Culleton, D&Arcy, Doran,
* Gibbon, Hall, Jordan, Meyler, Murphy, Quin, Roche, Smyth and
the Chairman - 13.

Messrs Clince, Cooney and Walsh (3) were m?present when
poll was taken.

»

The Chairman declared the motion lost.

A poll was then taken on Col. Gibbon's motion to fix the
expenditure on roads for financial year 1932-33 at £40,000,
with the following result:-

For:- Messrs Bremnan, Culleton, D'Arcy, Doran, Giboon,
Hall, Jordam, Meyler, Murphy, Quin, Roche, Smyth and the Chair-
man - 13.

Against:- Messrs Armstrong, Colfer, Corish, Cummins,
Gaul, Hayes, McCarthy, O'Byrne, O'Ryan, Shamnon - 10.

Messrs Clince, Cooney and Keegan and Walsh (4) were not
present when poll was taken.

The .Chairmam declared the resolution carried.

Col. Gibbonm proposed and Mr D'Arcy seconded the follow-

ing resolution:-

"That the Provisional Road Works Estimate be referred

back to the County Surveyor with instructions to allocate

(Tem—




amounts for each road to fit in with the amount of money
passed by the Council at this meeting." @w\%(

Mr O'Byrne contended that some of the roads which the
County Council had, during the year, agreed to take over should
be considered now. One particular matter which had been
recomrended by a Committee was the small sum necessary to put
into repair Moteybower Lame. He proposed this should be con-
sidered now. The local people were prepared to do a good
deal themselves. The County Council had agreed to spend £100
for the repair of this lame. The other portion of the lame

- Wwhich was in Co. Wicklow was being repaired by the County Coumcil
~ of that Coumty.

¥

N

&,

N

Mr D'Arcy said that the repair @f this road would be a
great convenience to the people of a very large district.

Mr Corish asked what was the amount which would be avail-
able for this class of work for next fimancial year.

The Chairman held it would be better for the Coumnty Surveyor
to make the various allocations before comsidering matters of
this nature.

Mr Hall proposed:- "That consideration of amount to be
set aside for new works for next year be adjourned to the meet-
ing of the Coumty Coumcil to be held on Monday 14th December,
1931."

Mr Culleton seconded. |xssed

A deputation comsisting of Messrs John Breen, Joseph
Doyle, Patrick Doyle and Thomas Butler came before the meeting
to urge the necessity for taking over Mountaimmuck Lame near
Whitechurch, Glynn. The lane was about three-quarters of a
mile in length and £350 for its repair had beem included in the
Road Works Scheme.

Mr. J. Breen said there were eight families representing
over 50 persons living on the lane. The people concerned

were prepared to widen it to the specified figure. There was
only onme cormer on it and this would be eased to the satisfaction
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of the County %uweyor.

Mr Murphy suggested that the deputation should arrange
for the transport &f the necessary material.

Miss O'Ryan suggested that if the deputation would
arrange for carting half the material the Council should
agree. This lame if put im repair would serve the whole
district as it would save the very heavy draft on Ballinclay
hill.

Further consideration was adjourned to the meeting of
County Council on 14th December.

It was also arranged at the instance of Mr Hayes that
deputation as to repair of Gurtins lane, Cleariestown, should
be heard at next meeting.

In connection with proposed repair of Rathfarden lane
a memorial in favour signed by 32 ratepayers was read .

The memorial pointed out that the lane linked up For-
restalstown with Rathfarden and if it was taken over by the
Council and put in proper repair it would be a great advantage
to all the people of these two townlands as well as to the
five people who lived on it and who had no decent way of going
to their homes.

Mr Shannon haviang referred in detail to the great
convenience which it would be to a large section of the com-
munity to have the place put into repair proposed that the
lane be taken over and repaired by the Council provided the
local people carry out the work promised by them to the Co.
Council committee. '

In reply to Col. Gfbbon the County Surveyor said that
the Council since he came to the Coumnty, had takea over about
15 miles of lanes. 1In 20 years there had been about one mile
taken over every year.

A deputation concerned with Rathfarded Lane and consisting
of Messrs Maurice Murphy, John Hendrick and Joseph Leary came
before the Council.

Mr Murphy who acted as spokesman sald the local people

OA /\ .:. . l . \ A: -




would remove the corners, and widen the lane.

Mr O'Neill, Assistant Surveyor, said that it was
proposed to put 160 yards of material on the lame. The
quarry was six miles away. If they could procure local
material the cost would be reduced.

The County yor said he understood the local
people were to kawvwe the material.

Mr. M. Murphy suggested they would bring half the ‘
material only. i'

m——- e

The County Séirveyor considered the local people should
The Chairman said if they took over this road it was

.# going to be a burdenm on the Coumty for all time. The . |
Council were asked to spend £50 and #ifter that it would cost :
. them something yearly. |
Mr Shannon proposed that the lane be put in repair,
=  and taken over by the Coumty Council provided the local ' i

people widen the lame, remove the corners and draw all the I
material, to the satisfaction of the County Surveyor.
The Chairman objected to having this proposal put. *H'!
They had adjourned consideration of similar applications i
to their next meeting and he was of opinion that all such I
appl ications should be conaid;rad on the one day.
It was dedided to adjourn further consideration to next i

County Council meeting.
1 Mr Corish called attention to the flooding of Castle-
bridge road. Winter after winter the people were cut off
from Church and School.
The County Surveyor said a proposal to deal with the
matter had been before the Council and had been turned down.
Mr Culleton sald that if a hand rall was erected along
the Church side of the road it would meet the difficulty.

Mr Gaul referred to an occasion when four motor cars
B had to be towed out of this pidace. The only remedy would be
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to raise the road.

Mr Corish proposed and Mr O'Byrne seconded the follow-
ing resolutionywhich was adopted:- "That the County Sur-
veyor be instructed to examine into the flooding of road at
Castlebridge and report to next meeting."

In connection with proposed erection of wall at Burrow,
Rosslare, the following was read from Mr. P. Bent:-

"It is regretted that owing to the inclemency of the
weather only a few ratepayers of the Burrow, Rosslare, could
meet those members of the County Council who came to discuss
with the ratepayers concerned, the merits of rice grass that
was proposed to be'klom as a protection against the tide
which frequently hampers our passage on the Strand. The
ratepayers carefully considered the matter since; and I beg
to state that it was unanimously agreed that the sowing of
rice grass would be no means or remedy to secure what we are
looking for and demanding as our right, viz., a clear un-
obstructed way or road to and from our homes. We believe
that it is very doubtful if the sowing of rice grass would
ever take root; and supposing it did grow it would be years
pefore it would have any effect. That would be a hope that
no mane man could expect us to entertain. We canmnot wait
for experiments whilst we and our families have often to en-
céunter a flooded muddy strand. Agaln if the rice grass |
grew it would produce a conglomeration of mud which would
worsen the position and thereby aggravate the way to and from
our homes. Moreover if rice grass were grown and fructified,
it would ohstruct the launching and hauling up of our boats.
Surely you do not wish to add to the hardships under which
we have to earn our livelihood. The planting of rice grass
therefore, is out of the question, and instead of being any
nelp or cure for our troubles, it would but increase the

difficulties and dangers that burden us. The only remedy
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for our grievance is to build a wall which we demand as a
right. We want, and are entitled to as ratepayers, a clear
unobstructed way to and from our homes, and that cannot be
effected unless a wall be built. We have already given reasons
to show why we have a rignt to a road or way. It is un- 1
nesessary to repeat thosgarguments. We ask you, therefore, I
Members of the County Council, to do your duty towards us and

our families and so redress our serious grievance. Our case ‘
is urgent. We ask you to bear in mind that although we are :
poor, the health and lives of us and our families ought to be "
more valuable than a few paltry hundred pounds." il

After some discussion it was decided to adjourn further |
consideration to next meeting of the Council. :

It was also agreed that Messrs Corish & Jordan T.D.'s 4|

~» should approach the Land Commission and ascertain if anything |
would be done to help the tenants in the locality.

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr
Murphy seconded by Mr D'Arcy:- *That when Roads Works
Scheme for next financial year has been approved finally the
County Council agrees that during the financial year no fur-
ther proposals for the taking over of private roads or works
of a 1like nature be considered."

COUNTY SURVEYOR'S REPORT

The following Report was submitted by the County
Surveyor -

"The two contracts for the laying of concrete roads are
still in progress, though the period for completion has ex-
pired. In regard to Messrs Lee's Contract on the Bunclody-
Enniscorthy Road the concrete slab has been practically com-
pleted, and it only remains to deal with the sides. The
Contract of the Pioneer Road Construction Company on the
Wexford-New Ross Road has still lengths of the concrete slab
to be completed, and in this case also long lengths of the
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sides remain to be dealt with.
I have not yet been able to arrange with the Kilkenny

County Surveyor in regard to proposal for New Ross Bridge

repair, but this will come before you at a later meeting,
when you are dealing with Public Works’Estimate. ’
On the 20th instant I made a thorough inspection of the [
|

defective abutment and bridge end at Ferrycarrig in company of
Messrs Delasp and Waller. We have found the matter very
difficult to deal with, and later, I shall report more in de-

tall when I have a further communication from Messrs Delap l |
and Waller.

As directed by the Council I shall arrange with Lord I
Fitzwilliam for a deputation to wait on him in regard to i
Courtown Harbour improvement. |I

The adjourned ingwest on late Mr Robert Reck, one of our I
workmen, who was unfortunately killed whilst proceeding to !
work, has not yet taken place, and, at the instance of the [ |

Insurance Company, the County Council Solicitor has the matter

under observation." '1
The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr j

Hall seconded by Mr O'Byrne:- "That the report of County

a [ Surveyor to this meeting be received and considered." ’

Concrete Roads: The County Surveyor said that both Contractors

l ‘ were only very little behind. Mr Lee would have finished last |
week but for the wet weather. Last time he (County Surveydr) 1
4 saw the Enniscorthy-Bunclody Road Mr Lee had only 40 yards of : '

slab: to do. Of course there was still all the side work \
but he did not mind that much as it was the time the slab was “ :
finished which influenced the opening of the road. The A
Wexford end of the New Ross-Wexford Road should be finighed i |
within a fortnight and the New Ross end before that.

Mr Cooney said the soorner this road was finished the _,
better. Mr Walsh and himself struck in a flood at Polehore,

and there were two other motors there which looked as if they




would not get through until the flood went down.

Mr Walsh said he had raised at last meeting the question
of the flooding of this road but nothing had been done.

The County SUWrveyor said he would see that the culveris
were working .

Mr Birthistle, Assistant Surveyor, held that the flood
at this particular place was due to flooding from the land
and from the high tide. He would be prepared to swear it
was not caused from the road culverts.

It was decided that Mr Birthistle should inspect the
flooded road at Polehore and take steps to mitiga.te)lt, if
possible.

As regards completion of work on concrete roads the
following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr O'Byrne
seconded by Mr Hall:- "That the County Surveyor serve notice
on Contractors for Concreting Roads (1) Enniscorthy-Bunclody
and (2) Wexford to New Ross calling attention to penalty
clauses in the Specification and that the County Surveyor
report to next meeting how the works have progressed in the

meantime. "
Ferrycarrig Bridge: The following under date 10th November,

1931, (M.S.2829) was read from the Department of Industry atd
Commerce :-
- "I am directed by the Minister for Industry and Commerce
to refer to your letter of the 31st ultimo and previous
’ corréspondenoe relative to the substitution of a fixed span
’ for the existing opening of Ferrycarrig Bridge. The Depart-
ment have received representations from the Wexford Harbour
" Commissioners, the Wexford Corporation and the Emniscorthy
, Urban District Counciluoprotesting against the proposed
change on the grounds that trade between Wexford and Emnis-
s corthy might be seriously prejudiced by reason of the effect
which the closing of the bridge would have on the develop-
ment of traffic on the River Slaney.
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The Department would be unwilling, in view of these
objections, to sanction any project which would result in
closing the Slaney to river traffic, without first being I
satisfied that the action contemplated by the County Council |£
is justified by the conditions and is not calculated to have 1
an effect inimical to the interests of trade in Enniscorthy
and Wexford.

It has been suggested that a Local Inquiry be held at
Wexford to receive the views of persons interested in the
matter and the Department are willing to hold such an Inquiry
on condition that the incidental expenses are defrayed by
the County Council.

I shall be glad to be informed whether the County
Council will agree to the holding of an Inquiry on the con-

~ ditioms stated."

Mr O'Byrne proposed and Mr Hall seconded the following

¢ resolution which was unanimously adopted:-
"That Wexford County Council do not desire any steps

to be taken as regards local inquiry in connection with

opening span of Ferrycarrig Bridge. They have arranged for

investigation and report by expert and when this has been
' considered they will communicate further with the Department
‘ of Industry and Commerce in reference to their letter of

18th November, 1931 (M.S.2829)."

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of

Mr O'Byrne seconded by Mr Hall:- “That Report of County .

Surveyor as submitted to this meeting be and is hereby ap-
proved. "
' TRANSFER ROAD A/C'S

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr Hall seconded by Mr O'Byrne:- "That as requisitioned
by Mr Cullen, Assistant Surveyor, £70 be transferred from
a/c 10M to 9 M and £50 from a/c 50 M to a/c 39 M."
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INJURY TO KILMORE HARBOUR

The following report under date 21st November, 1931,
was submitted from Mr Kehoe, Assistant Surveyor:-

"I beg to report that on the night of the 13th November
a vessel leaving Kilmore Pie:r damaged the breakwater rather
badly, and also the ralling on the Piler. I am inquiring as
to the name of the vessel, and will send you further particulars.
The breakwater is in a rather dangerous condition, and I will
have to start repairing it at once."

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr O'Byrne seconded by Mr Bremman:- "That Report of Mr Kehoe,
Assistant Surveyor relative to damage caused to Kilmore Harbowr
on 13th November, 1931, be referred to Mr Elgee, County Solici-
tor, to take the necessary action to recover cost of repair."

In the course of further discussion re Kilmore Pier a
direction was agreed to that Mr Kehoe, Assistant Surveyor,
should consult Mr Wm. Furlong, Beake, Kilmore, relative to a
gap in his field caused by repair work at the Harbour and a
further direction to the Harbour Master as to testing new
Harbour lamp.

BRIDGE AT LOGGAN

Mr D'Arcy reported that I@ggan Bridge was in a bad way
and was in danger of collapsing if something was not done to
it.

Mr Treanor, Assistant Surveyor, for the district, said
the bridge should be attended to at once.

; It was del&éﬂed on the motion of Mr D'Arcy seconded by

lﬁ' 0'Byrne that the County Surveyor should have the necessary

repairs at L@ggan bridge carried out as soon as possible.
WALL AT KILLEGNEY

Mr Brennan proposed and Mr O'Byrne seconded the resolution
calling the attention of the Co. Surveyor to a road wall at Mr

Michael Cullen's, Killegney, which was slipping into the river.
© WEXFORD COUNT OUNCIL ARCHIVES




SLIPPERY ROADS

Mr D'Arcy forwarsed for consideration of the meeting the

following memorial:-

"We, the undersigned ratepayers, beg to draw the attention
of the County Council to the dangerous condition of the Enmniscorthy
Newtownbarry road from to Newtownbarry due to the slip—-
pery condition.

"No man using a horse drawn vehicle can go this road in
safety and the danger is all the worse if such a vehicle has a
heavy load up. This latter condition nearly always prevails in
the case of farmers going to market their corn or going to the
local Mill and then again Woringing home their manures. There
are several accidents after happening and not very long ago a
poor wWoman got her arm broken as the result of her animal falling
on this tar bound road and pitching her on to the ground.

"We, as farners and ratepayers, are surely entitled to be
let travel in safety on the public roads. Further this matter
Sf complaint is becoming general and we feel that the Wexford
County Council will not be lacking in helping the plain people

.¢in their difficulties.
"We respectfully ask your immediate attention to this
vroad. We only want a margin of both sides of the road left
su}table for horses and cattle to travel on. We may mention
-“that there are hundreds of tons of suitable material in
’|Clohamon gravel pit which is quite convenient."

On the same subject the following was read from Messrs
‘Thomas Dormer & Son, Bunclody:-

"We regret to find that some of our valued customers
experience great difficulty in coming to our mills owing to
the slippery state of some of the tarred roads. We think

\ the Council should give more consideration to road users
employing horse haulage."

Mr D'%rcy said something should be done to put those
roads into such a condition that they could be used by the
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farming community.

He suggested that both sides should be treated
with chippings.

Mr Ennis said that this road was no more slippery
than any other tarred road in his district. This was the
first complaint made in reference to it. He had arranged
to put chippings on it and had been dressing the two hills
on it with chipe from time to time. But as they would not
stay on the road they were of little use. Whereas in other
counties where margind had been left it was cut up terrific-
ally so that in the end it was found hecessary to tar the
whole road.

Mr D'Arcy proposed and Mr Brennan seconded a resolution
which was adopted directing the County Surveyor to provide
for surface dressing with chips of both sides of this road.

In reply to Mr Corish the County Surveyor said he had
interviewed Mr Philip Pierce (Messrs P. Pierce & 60.) about
the manufacture of a gritting machine. Mr Pierce did not
say exactly that he would be prepared to manufacture such a
machine: he promised to write the County Surveyor further.

It was decided that in the event of Messrs Pierce de-
clining to provide gritting machine the County Surveyor
interview other firms in connection with the matter.

ERECTION OF BUILDING

- —

The following under date 1l3th November, 1931, was
read from Michael Bolger,Ballybeg, Ferns:-

"I am enclosing a sketcnh of roads and plan of
building etc. in Ballyduff, according to your directionms,
or at least as far as I was able to comply. Hoping this
will suffice and thanking you for your kindness in supply-
ing information. If possible, would you kindly get
through with the Council on Monday next, a8 I am ready to
start work at once and oblige."

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
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Mr Cummins seconded by Mr Doran:-

"That the County Surveyor examine and report to the
next Co. Council meeting on application of Michael Bolger
for erection of house at Ballybeg, Ferns."

ANALYSIS OF MILK SAMPLE

The following under date 19th Novemﬁer, 1931, was read
from Miss Phyllis Ryan M. Sc., Co. Analyst, 12, Dawson Street,
Dublin:-

"I desire to acknowledge with thanks receipt of your
letter of the 13th instant with which was enclosed a copy
of a report of Mr. Elgee, Solicitor, re the case of Garda
Driscoll v Mr. G. Devereux.

"In answer to the request of your Finance Committee for
my observations on Mr. Elgee's report I can only draw your
attention to what is clearly proved by the said report.

The Analysts' figures were as follows:-

Mine 2.45% fat (Corresponding to 18.33 % fats
abstracted).

Mr. Devereux' Analyst 2. db% fat (Corresponding to 4.bb% fats
abstrated).

Government Analyst 4. 55$ fat (No fat abstracted)
The Total  9.86 which divided by 3 gives 3.28 % fat
(Arerage)
Result milk above the legal standard.
"When the three parts of the sample of milk t;ksn for
analysis, were separately analysed, two of these parts were
found below and one above the legal standard. But adding the

‘three separate results together a satisfactory whole is obtained

because the two poor samples were .fully compensated for by the
richness of the third in the whole content of the milk.

"It is, therefore, obvious that one Analyst got the creamy
top of the milk and the other two analyste milk deprived of this
cream and therefore deficient in fat, approximating to what is
called "Skim-Milk".

"Further proof is not needed to show that the milk was
not sufficiently mixed before being divided into samples. I may
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. say from my abundant experience that occurences of this sort

are common. For instance, I receive samples of milk, from time

to time, containing 8 to 10 per cent of fat, such as no known
cow has flever produced.

"A point worth bearing in mind is that if the food Inspector
sends the top of a bottle of milk to the County Analyst, the

chances are that no further enquiries will be made respecting the
remainder. If on the contrary, the bottom of the bottle of milk,
or a portion not mixed with the cream, is sent, the chances are
the County Council will be rushed into an investigation not always
necessary.

"With regard to the other points mentioned in your letter
may I say that when samples are sent to me in great numbers in
. the third month of each quarter I am afraid I cannot guarantee
to have them all, always, analysed in ten days."

The following resolution wmas adopted on the motion of Mr
Murphy seconded by Mr Gaul:- "That copy of letter of County
Analyst as to analyses of sample of milk taken from Mr.G.Devereux,
Ballyfinogue, be.rurnished the Chief Superintendent, Garda
Siochana, for his information.*

GOREY GARDEN CITY SCHEME

The following motion given by Mr. Sean O'Byrne on 8th
October, 1931, and circulated to members of the County Council
on 9th October, 1931, was moved by him:-

- ‘ "That the Wexford County Council consents to the borrowing

t by the County Wexford Board of Health and Public Assistance of a
., sum of Nine Thousand Pounds (£9,000) at 5 per cent from the
Royal Liver Insurance Society for the purpose of completing
" Gorey Garden City Housing Scheme."

Mr Gaul seconded the resolution which wag adopted.

Mr O'Byrne said he hoped the members of the Co. Board of
Health would do all they could to have the work started without
delay. |
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HOUSING AND MISCELLANEQOUS PROVISIONS BILL

Mr Corish said this Bill was at present before the Dail
and although it might be suitable to abolish slum property in
the large cities he thought better terms should have been
made available for rural housing. The Bill proposed to lend
money at 5 per cent for 35 years with a subsidy of 20 % for
loan charges. If they took a house in a rural area as
costing £200 - which he thought was a very low figure which
would mean a rent of 4/7d per week - an impossible sum for a
rural labourer to pay. With depreciation, rates, Insurance
and other incidental charges the rent would be o/- per week,

and no one could suggest that a labourer in the country could
pay such a figure. The discussions on the Bill hinged round
the financial provisions. All the deputies who spoke and
especially those representing rural constituencies condemwfid
this clause. He suggested the County Council should adopt

a resolution asking for better terms for rural housing and
proposed the following:-

"That in our opinion the help offered to provide houses
in rural districts is inadequate and in order to secure tenants
who will be able to pay the rent for such houses it will be
decesaary for the Government to increase their subsidyyvery
considerably."

Mr D'Arcy seconded the resolution which passed nem con.

The Chairman said that the Health Board would not take
tp any scheme of housing which would entail rents being fixed
at b)-‘ per week.

. TRAVELLING ALLOWANCE OF RARES INSPECTOR
] - -—— -

The following of which he had given previous notice stood
in the name of Mr D'Arcy. It was in accordance with Standing

Orders supported by the names of four other members viz.,Messrs

Brennan, Murphy, O'Ryan and Smyth:-
"That resolution of Wexford County Coumcil passed on 9th




November, 1931, giving Mr. S. O'Kennedy (Rates Imspector)

£50 per annum increase of travelling allowance be rescinded
and that the increase be £25 per year in lieu of £50." |

Mr D'Arcy im moving his motion said that the heaviest
portion of the travelling occurred in Mr O'Kennedy's first
year of office and he thought that £125 was ample to cover
all the necessary travelling at the moment.

Mr Smyth seconded the resolution.

After a long discussion a poll was taken with the follow-
ing result:-

For Mr D'Arcy's motion:- Messrs Brennan, D'Arcy, Jordan,
Murphy, O'Ryan, Roche, Smyth, Walsh and the Chairman - 9.

Againsi;- Messrs Armstrong, Colfer, Coomey, Corish,
Cummins, Doran, Gaul, Gibbon, Hayes, Hall, Keegan, McCarthy,
Meyler, O'Byrne, Quin and Shannon - 16.

Messrs Clince and Culleton (2) were not present when
poll was taken. :

The Chairman declared the motion lost.

—— e e

The Secretary reported the receipt since last meeting
of £8,498 (Improvement Grant) and £6,715 (Road Maintenance
Grant) from Local Govermment Department:-

TELEGRAPHIC LINES

Applications for consent of the County Council to the
erection of the following telegraphic lines was received from
Department of Posts and Telegraphs:-

(a9 Overground telegraphic line John Street, New Ross.

(b) o across Church Street,

«t Post Office,Gorey.

(¢) From Urban District Boundary New Ross to Woodville

Lodge, New Ross.

The County Surveyor said he had no objection to any of

the applications but he considered the line for C which ac-

cording to the plan was to run on the right side of the road




from New Ross Urban to Woodville should go on the footpath
side.

c The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr O'Byrne seconded by Mr Hall:- "That the Council has no
objection to the erection of telegraphic lines in accordance

& applications submitted at this meeting from the Departiment
of Posts and Telegraphs. In the case of proposed line from
New Ross Urban Boundary to Woodville we suggest that the line
should be run on the footpath side of the road."

HOLIDAYS OF COUNTY MEDICAL OFFICER

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr
0'Byrne seconded by Mr Hall:-
"That a8 unanimously recommended by the Co. Wexfard Board
of Health we hereby agree to Dr. C. Bastible, Co. Medical
» Officer of Health, being allowed three weeks' holidays as from
22nd Mmbor, 1931."

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr
Hall seconded by Mr O'Byrne:- "That Cinema Licence be issued
to Patrick and Walter Doyle for premises at Bridgetown, pro-
vided Co. Surveyor and Garda Siochana approve of the suitability
of the premises. That the sliding exit doors are made to open
outwards and to the payment of 10/- fee."
UNEMPLOYMENT IN THE COMING WINTER

The following resolution from Donegal Co. Council was
adopted on the motion of Mr Hayes sefonded by Mr Hall:-

“That the Council be asked to focus attention on the
serious aspect of unemployment during the coming winter. They
can, as the elected representatives of the County, in unison -
with similar bodies, urge upon the Government the necdssity
of making a serious effort to mitigate the hardships of the
working people in Rural and Urban Districts who are unable

- to find employment."
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VOTE OF CONDOLENCE

Mr Cummins proposed the following resolution
which was seconded by Mr Corish and passed in
silence:- "That we desire to place on record the
expression of Bu:r heartfelt condolence with our esteemed
and popular colleague, Mr John Murphy, in the death -
during last week - of his two aunts, Mrs Flanagan,
Coolerin, Campile, and Mrs Nolan, New Ross. Mr Murphy
has, in his double bereavement, the whole hearted
sympathy not only of the members of the Co. Council
but &f everybody connected with it.

"That copy of this resolution be furnished the
relatives of the deceased."
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