








£r Hayes - It is quite evident tnat the decreased railway 

receipts are due to motor transport. 

:cealing With resolut~on of the sho:pmen's council, J:4X Corish 

stated there was something wrd>ng with the railways and transport 

generally . 

. r.bcCarthy - Isn' t there a transport bill coming on in 

the rail ? 

l'tlr \,'alsh stated the resolution called for State control 

of the railways . 

It was decided to ta..1.{e no action on resolut ion fro:n 

Lei trim County Council and ~'lo tor Hamiers ' Association. 

As regards resolution from Dublin Railwayshops Joint 

Council of ction tne following was proposed by Mr Gaul, sec­

onded by .. I:I Cor ish and adouted nem con:-- ---
"¥~e feel that the time has 8.lrived for a full and impartial 

enquiry by the Government into the whole transport system of the 

country . " 

8UGG.t!.Sl~D LOAN FOR OAD 1 .. 1' ... OV.Ji:1!iENT 

The following resolution was sub,llitted from .i..:.eath County 

Council :-

"That we request the Government to raise, om the strength 

of the Roa.d Fund, the sum of one l'Lillion pounds to be exoended 

on second class or link roads and tourist roads, both of Which 

have had a considerable aL~)unt of extra traffic cast upon them 

through the improvement of first class roads and suffered in 

consequence . " 

,r Culleton proposed the adoption of the resolution and 

.1r : , Arcy seconded. 

Mr Oorish - I Wish to sup90rt that resolution. I ffi~ 

assured by a member of the Road.s Board that that can be done 

ithout extraoney on the taxpe.yer, and it will relieve un­

empl oymen t L 11ediately . 

Tne resolution was adopted . 
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A meeting of Wexford County Council was held in 

County COuncil Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, on 23rd 

November, 1931. 

/ 

Present:- Mr. M. Doyle (Chairman) presiding; also 

Wfssrs Janes Armstrong, John Brennan, James Clince, Patrick 

Colfer, Thomas Cooney, Richard Corish, John CUlleton, John 

Owmios, Timothy F. D' Arcy, John rx>ran, James GaUl, Col. 

C.M. Gibbon, James Hall, Patrick Hayes, Michael Jordan, 

illiam P. Keegan, Thomas Maylor, Thomas McCarthy, John 

Murphy, Sean O'Byrne, Miss Nellie O'Ryan, Col. R.P.Wemyss 

Quin, M.M. Roche, James Shannon,Myles Smyth and James E. 

Walsh. 

The Seoretaxy, Assistant Seoretary, County Surveyor, 

County Solicitor and the following Assistant Surveyors were 

also in attendance:- Messrs T. Treanor, R.J. Ennis, Thos. 

CUllen, p.O'Ne1ll, and J.F. Birthistle. 

The Minutes of last meet1ng were read and conf1rmed. 

PAYMENTS 

Treasurer's Adv1ce Note for £ll,tlOl: 1: 9d was 

exam1ned and Signed. 

THE LATE ROBERT BECK 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. o 'Byrne, seconded by Mr Hall:- "That reply from Mr. 

James Shannon, M.O.C. to vote of condolence be inserted on 

this day's meeting," 

The following is the reply:-

"W11l you kindly convey my very sincere thanks to the 

members of the County liouncil one and all and to yourself, 

County Surveyor, County Solic1tor and staff who kindly voted 

• , sympathy to me in my berea.vement on the death of my nephew 

under very sad c1rcumstances. I can assure you that I 

appreciate the Council's kindness very much as it is a 

comfort to roo to knOW that r-e the sympathy of my colleagues 
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in a time of trouble. It was a very sad affair but God 

knOlfS best and we can only agree." 

PROVISIONAL ROAD WORKS SCHEME 
-------------------~---

AS arranged at a previous meeting a ·preliminary 

examination of provisional Road Works SCheme in respect 

of financial year 1932-33 was made. 

The County Surveyor referring to this matter in his 

report stated:-

II The most important work of your zreeting will be 

deali:cg with the Road Works Scheme, and I shall treat the 

items in detail as they come up. At present I merely 

report that I have carefully gone into the several items 

, with the ASsistant Surveyors, and, in my opinion, the sum 

\ 

set out for maintenance is the lowest figure for which 

the various roads can be maintained in a proper condition. 

"I have pOinted out to the Council on former occasions, 

that, generally, there is a depreciation in the condition 

of the County Roads owing to their getting insufficient 

material spread annually. I have, with the help of the 
I 

, Assistant SUrveyors, dlldeavoured by the judicious use of the 

fUnds available to keep the roads from going to pieces, 

but there is DO question about it, one severe winter would 

place many roads in an impassable concii t ion. A number of 

improvement works are for new roads, and, with the 1 1mi ted 

funds at present available, I consider the Council should 

not take over further liability. Other of these improve-
certainly 

ment works are absolutely essential, and the remainder are / 

necessary. n 

The secretary stated that the County Surveyor's Estimate 

-for year 1932/33 for Road Maintenance amounted to £HO,797, 

which represents an increase of £7,403 on County SUrveyor's 

Estimate for 1931/32 which was £73,394. Last year's 
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Estimate was reduced by County Council from £73,394 to 

£50,000 so that the Estimate for 1932/33 means an increase 

ot £30,191 on the amount allocated by County Council tor 

Road Maintenance last yeax. 

The following table gave the particulars of the 

allocation ot £tiO,797 amongst the various classes of roadS:-

· · . . . . 
Original Estimate: Estimate of County : Allocated: Increase 
of Co. surveyor ; 
1931-32 : 

Surveyor 1932-33 :by County: 
: Council 
:1931-32 

over 
Allocation. 

, 

£32162 

2~742 

~56 
2971 

1~63 
. f 
1000 

1000 

• · 
Main Roads £35,40b 

County RoadS 3rd Class 32,151 

Co. Roads 4th Class 5,b05 

Improvement Works (Main) 3,137 

Improvement Works (Co.) 2,43ts 

Contingencies (Main) 1,000 

Contingencies (County) 1,000 

£25933 £9533 

£1 59tH £lb170 

4281 1324 

1444 Ib93 

5~6 1~52 

660 340 

1115 115~ 

£73394 £~0,797 £50,000 £30,797 

The Secretary read for the meeting Circular letter 

of the I:epartment of Local Government (Beads) - (RGM - 201/31 

- 30th October, 1931) relative to road estimates and whiCh 

is set out on Minutes of meeting of County Council on 9th 

November, . 193~ . 

~h No. 2 stating that if the estimates of the 

Council show that a reasonable sum is proposed for the upkeep 

of all roadS the upkeep grant of the ~partment tor 1932-33 

in respect of main roads would be calculated on the basis of 

40 % of the sum proposed . 

The County Surveyor said as he recognised the present 

economic depression he bad made up his estimate on the 

minimum to keep the roads in reasonable condition. Last 
• 
y ar his estimate was cut and SOIOO members were erroneously 

under the impression tbat he was trying to make up for last 

year • s deduct ion in the present est imate . Wi th the ex-
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ception of Leitrim - one of the poorest counties in the 

Saorstat Wexford had the lowest priced roads. This year 

Leitrim had increased their estimate and the Wexford roadS 

were now absolutely the lowest in the Whole country. The 

figures of the esttmates represented a sum of £20 per mile 

for the County RoadS which was an extremely low figure. Of 

course the cost of main roads was naturally higher but the 

average price over the whole County, including improvement 

workS etc was £25 per mile. 

Col. Gibbon said that instead of talking about the 

roads and What they were going to raise they should begin 

at the other end and see how much the County in view of 

present econCDmic conditions could atford, to pay. Last year 

he had proposed that the road expenditure should be £40,000. 

SUbsequently this was increased to £50,000 but as £10,000 

of this was provided from State funds the increase made no 

difference in the Rates. If the £40,000 was the best they 

could do last year they should realise that the financial 

position of the County was now much worse. He then re­

ferred in detail to the lower prices now obtained for live 

stock and agricultural produce as compared with the corres­

ponding period last year. Feeding stuffs which the fa.rmer 

had to buy had gone down something in price since last year, 

but within the last month they showed a rising tendency. 

Coming at the end of the most disastrous yea.r for farmers 

that he had known was not the time to talk of spending £30,000 

more on the roads over what was provided for the current 

financial year. Last year he had proposed £40,000 as the .. 
maximun expenditure and he did not see they caul d do with 

less for the coming year. He was not going to recommend 

anything above that figure and proposed that £40,000 be the 

ltmi t for their road expenditure and he proposed that figure 

for acceptance by the Council. The main roads were good 

enough for the ratepayers - in fMt in some cases they were 
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too good as farmers could not bring their horses on the . 

What was wanted was a little more expendi ture on some of the 

by roadS which were of real significance to the farmens. He 

considered the County Surveyor should be instructed to draw 

up a minimum of work on the trunk roads and which would 

maintain them without absolutely seriously breaking up. The 

remainder of the money should be spent on the by roads. 

Ratepayers in every corner of the County were asking the Co. 

Council to take over pr lvate roadS and if the Council agreed 

the extra expense on the County would _ be enormous. It 

would be a great mistake to hold out the hope that the Council 

was going to take over a whole lot of these private roads. 

They could not possibly consider improvements in road expend-

i ture until agricul tuxe was a.gain put on its legs. It woUld 

'be absolutely wrong of the Council to try and find large sums 

for the roads during this year and until they saw how the 

proposed plans for regenerating agriculture wou~d work out. 

The gouncil were elected to look after the interests of the 

ratepayers and to strike an excessive rate for roads now would 

not be in the general interest. They would have to put up 

with the roads as they are. What was the gOOd of striking a 

rate that could not be collected. The £40,000 was the 

maximum which the Council was able to set as ide for maintenance 

for the next financial year. 

Mr Culleton seconded. 

Colonel Quin said that every single year they were told 

that the roadS would go to pieces unless they agreed to the 

figures in the County Surveyor I s estimate but as a. matter of 

fact they had become steadily better every year for the last 

six or seven years. The by roadS were no worse. He woUld 

object to bad roadS but personally he had no grouse about the 
and 

'> matter/compared with ten years ago the roads were enormously 

improved. 

Mr Shannon propo'sed and Mr O'Byrne seconded the follow­

ing resolution:- "That a sum of £50,000 be provided for all 
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road expenditure 'for financial year 1932-33 provided that 

the state grant for main roadS be not less then £10,000. II 

14iss OtRyan said tha.t if every member was sa.ti fied with 

the adoption of a low road rate it was all right. Last year 

many of the members of the party who asked for low rate came 

afterwards to the Council to get money foe their own roads. 

If every member DOW agreed that he was satisfied with the 

state of the roads they woUld be quite in order in passing a 

low rate but she was afraid that before the expiration of three 

months they would have different members complaining of the 

roads and trying to get money for them. This would not be fair 

to the people who genuinely accepted the condition of things 

as they are. 

Mr Roche said that last year they agreed that a certaln 

amount should be taken from the Main roads and spent on by roads. 

He proposed that no expenditure be incurred on the trunk and on 

the main roads except for maintenance of water tables and other 

work Which could not be neglected. 

Mt Cummins asked 1f the Council passed *he resolution of 

Col. Gibbon to spend £40,000 on the roads next year Would the • 

Council be entitled to the Goveroment Grant . 

. The County Surveyor said he did not know. But what 

happened last year was that the Counc11 decided to spend £4,0,000 

on the roads but they were told they Would get no grant on that 
". 

figure. After correspondence w&th the Local Government D9part-

ent the Council decided they would spend £50,000 on condition . 
they woUld receive a. grant of £10,000 from the Government. The 

~ount raised in rates was of course only £40,000. , 
Mr Keegan held that the by roadS had depreCiated by from 

25 to 30 per cent and if they kept depreciat ing to the same 

extent every year they would soon be impassable. After another 

year they would have to raise a very much higher figure. Although 
•• it was a very bad time with the Country it was false economy 

to cut down the road estbnate below a reasonable figure. 

Mr D'Arcy said the County Council were making some roads 
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so good they were driving the farmers off them. 

Mr Oorish objected to Col. Gibbon's resolution. 

This went to cut down the road est~te by a wave of the 

hand. If they desired to cut down the estimate they should 

proceed in a regular way and appoint as Cozmnittees the mem­

bers of each Co. Electoral area to examine the amount to be 

spent on each individual road in the 1r districts and make 

'. recommendations to a general. meeting. He saw in the estimate 
-, .. 
... 

, 

, 

. \ 
, 

, 

that with the reduction proposed by Col. Gibbon the amount 

which would be available for the mainteDaIlCe of main roads 

in Wexford Urban District would be £325 and it would be im­

possible to maintain the main roads for this amount. Since 

he had arrived at the use of reason he had heard year after 

year complaints of rates being too high. 
~ 

Col. mrhQ" held that if Committees were appointed 

the members would endeavour to get the highest allocat ions 

for the roads of their own districts and the interests of 

the County as a whole would suffer. 

Mr Hall sa.id that their third class roads could not 

be in a worse condition. There was little use in striking 

a rate WhiC~u1d not be collected. They had only half 

the present collected and he could not see where the balance 

" was to COIOO from. They were spending over £8,000 in road 

supervision/ practiCallY £4 per mile in ganger~d this 

could be saved by sUbstitati g a well devised system of piece 

work. They wen spendi g too much on their main roads 

many of Which could not be used by tarmers who were compelled 

to make a long detour over very bad roads to get in and out 

of their market towns. 

Colonel Gibbon said they could not make any reduction 

in the estimates for Board of Health, Mental Hospital or 

General services. Their only Chance of keeping the rates 

down was in the roads. They should be satisfied with their 
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condition for a year or two to see in the meantime what 

relief woUld be given to agriculture. 

Mr Hall said the estimates of 'Mental Hospital and 

Board of Heal th woUld be up considerably for next fina.m.ciaJ. 

year. 

Yr Shannon contended tha.t the reduct ion proposed by 

Col. Gibbon woUld mean that the Council woUld be obliged to 

spend double the amount on many of their roads in the follow­

ing year and this was essentially bad business. 

Atter further discussion a poll was taken on the amend-

, ment of Mr ShaDDon with the following result:-

19t:- Messrs Armstrong, Colfer, Corish, Cumrn1ns,GaUl, 

· Hayes, Kee gan, Mc earthy, 0 I ByrIV3 ,0 t Ryan and Shannon - 11. 

Ageinst: - Messrs Brennan, CUlleton, .DcUrcy, ]»ran, 

, Gibbon, Hall, Jordan, Meyler, Murphy, Quin, ROChe, Smyth and 

the Chairman - 13. 

Messrs Clince, Cooney and Walsh (3) were noy.resent when 

· poll was taken. 

The Chairman declared the motion lost. 

A poll was then taken on Col. Gibbon's motion to fix the 

expendi ture on roadS for financial year 1932-33 at 840,000, 

with the following result:-

• \ EQ£.: - Messrs Brennan, Culleton, D' Al'cy, Doran, Gibbon, 

, 

Hall, Jordan, eyler, Murphy, Quin, Roche, Smyth and the Chair­

man - 13. 

Against:- Messrs Armstrong, Colfer, Corish, Cummins, 

GaUl., Ha.yes, McCarthy, OtByrne, O'Ryan, Shannon - 10. 

Messrs Clince, Cooney and Keegan and Walsh (4) were not 

present when pOll was taken. 

The ·Chairman declared the resolution carried. 

Col. Gibbon proposed and Mr D' Arcy seconded the follow­

ing resolutlon:-

-That the ProviSional Road Works Estimate be referred 

back to the County Surveyor With instructions to allocate 
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amounts for each road to fit in with the amount of money 

passed by the Council at this meeting. If (J~ 
Mr O'Byrne contended that some of the roadS which the 

County CouncU had, during the year, agreed to take over should 

be considered now. One particular matter which had been 

recommended by a Committee was the small sum necessary to put 

into repair Moteybower Lane. He proposed this should be con-

s idered now. The local people were prepared to do good 

deal themselves. The Comty Council had agreed to spend. £100 

for the repair of this lane. The other portion of the lane 

" which was in Co. Wicklow was being repaired by the County Council 

of that County. 

• 

llr D' };rcy said that the repair Gf thts road would be a 

great convenienc to the people of a very large district. 

Mr Corish asked What was the amount Which would be avail-

able for this class of work for next financial year. 

The Chairman held it would be better for the County Surveyor 

to make the various allocatiOns before considering matters of 

this nature. 

Mt Hall proposed:- "That consideration of amount to be 

set aside for new workS for next year be adjourned to the meet-

,r 1ng of County Council to be held on Monday 14th tecember, 

1931·' 
lIr CUlleto secOnded. -P~eJ,. 

A d.eputatio consisting of Messrs John Breen, Joseph 

Dlyle, Patrick ]»yle and Thomas Butler catJf) before the meeting 

to urge the necessity for taking over Mounta1 uck La near 

White ahurch , Gly The lane s about three-quarters of a 

mile in length and £eo for its repair had been included in the 

Road WorkS Scheme. 

llr. J. Breen said there were eight families representing 

over 50 persons living on the lane. The people concerned 

were prepared to widen it to the specified figure. There was 
only 0 cor r on it and this would be eased to the satlsfactioA 
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of the County Surveyor • 

.Mr Murphy sugge.ted that the deputation should arrange 

for the transport tf the necessary material. 

Miss O'Ryan suggested tha.t if the deputation would 

a.rrange for carting half the material the Council should 

agree. This lane if put in repair would serve the whole 

district as it would save the very heavy draft on Ballinclay 

hill. 

Further consideration was adjour:oed to the meeting of 

County Council on 14th ~cember. 

It was also arranged at the instance of Mr Ha.yes that 

deputation as to repair of Gurtins lane, Clea.riestown, should 
/ " 

be heard at next meeting. 

In conneotion with proposed repair of Rathfarden lare 

a memorial in favour signed by 32 ratepayers was read . 

The memorial pOinted out "that the lane linked up For-

restalstow wi th Rathfarden and if it was taken over by the 

Council and put in proper repa.ir it woUld be a. great advantage 

to all the people tf these two townlands as well as to the 

five people who lived on it and who had no decent way of going 

to their homes. 

llr Shannon baving referred i detail to the great 

, oonvenience whioh it would be to a large seotion of the oam-

, 

munity to ha.ve the place put into repair proposed that the 

lane be taken over and repaired by the Counoil provided the 

local people oarry out the work promised by them to the Co. 

Council committee. 

In reply to Col. ~'fbbon the County surveyor said that 

the Council Since he oame to the county, had taken over about 

15 miles of lanes. In 20 years there had been about one mile 

taken over every year. 

A deputation ooncerned with Rathfardell Lane and consisting 

of Messrs Maurice Murphy, Jolm Hendrick and Joseph Leary oame 

before the Council. 

Mr Murphy Who acted as spokesman said the looal people 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



, 

/1 
would remove the corn3ra, and widen the lane. 

Mt O'Neill, Assistant Surveyor, sald that lt was 

proposed to put 160 yards of materlal on the lane. The 

quarry was slx miles allay. If they could procure local 

materlal the cost would be reduced. 

The County ~yor sald he understood the local 

people were to hf.we the materla.l. 

Mr. M. Murphy suggested they would brlng half the 

materlal only. 

The County ~eyor considered the local people should 

haul lt all. 

The Chalrman sald lf they took over thls road it was 

golng to be a. burden on the County for all time. The 

Councl1 were asked to spend £50 and cCter that 1 t would cost 

them somethlng yearly. 

Mr Shannon proposed that the lane be put ln repalr, 

and taken over by the COunty Council provlded the local 

people w lden the lane, remove the corners and draJr all the 

materlal, to the satlsfactlon of the County Surveyor. 

, The Chalrman objeoted to havlng this proposal. put. 

T1).ey had adjourned consideratlon of simllar apPlloatlons 

to their next meet ing and he was of opinlon that all such 
--. 

appllcatlons should be consld ered on the one day. 
----It was dedided to adjourn further conslderation to next 

County Councll meetlng. 

Mr Corlsh called attention to the flooding of Castle­

brldge road. Winter after winter the people were cut off 

from Church and School. 

The County Surveyor said a proposal to deal with the 

matter had been before the Councll and had been turned down. 

Mr CUlleton said that if a hand rail was erected along 

the Church side of the road lt would meet the difficulty. 

Mr Gaul referred to an occasion when four motor cars 

had to be towed out of thls place. The only remedy would be 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



• 

I'f' 
to raise the road. 

Mr Corish proposed and Mr OtByrne seconded the follow­

ing resolutioDfWbich was adopted:- "That the County Sur­

veyor be instructed to examine into the floodiIlg of road at 

Castlebridge and report to next meeting." 

In connection with proposed erection of wall at Burrow, 

Rosslare, the following was read from Mr. P. Bent:-

"It is regretted that oWing to the inclemency of the 

weather only a few ratepayers of the Burrow, Rosslare, could 

meet those members of the County Counoil who came to discuss 

wi th the ratepa¥ers concerned, the merits of rice grass that 
o ~ 

was proposed to be town as a. protection aga.inst the tide ,.. 
which frequently hampers our passage on t~ Strand. The 

ratepayers carefully considered the matter since; and I beg 

to state that 1 t was unanimously agreed that the sowlng of 

r ice grass would be no means or remedy to secure what we are 

looklng for and demandlng as our right, vlz., a olear un-

o obstructed way or road to and from our homes. We believe 

that 1 t ls very doubtful if the sowlng of rice grass would 

ever take root; and supposlng it dld grow lt would be years 

before 1 t would have any effect. That would be a hope that 

no aane man could expect us to entertain. We cannot wait 

for experiments whllst we and our familles have often to en­

counter flooded muddy strand. Agaln If the rlce grass 

grew lt would produce a oonglomeration of mud whloh would 

worsen the posltlon and thereby aggra.vate the way to and from 

our homes. Moreover if rlce grass were grown and fructified, 

1 t would obstruct the launching and hauling up of our boa.ts. 

SUrely you do not wlsh to add to the hardShlps under Whlch 

we have to eam our llvelihood. The planting of rioe grass 

therefore, ls out of the questiOD, and instead of being any 

help or cure for our troubles, 1 t would but increase the 

diffloul tles and dangers that burden us . The only remedy 

.. 
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for our grievance is to build a wall which we demand as a 

right. We want, and are entitled to as ratepa.yers, a clear 

unobs tructed way to and from our homes·, and that cannot be 

effected ~ess a. wall be built. We have already given reasons 

to show why we have a right to a road or way. It is un-

neeessary to repeat thosiarguments. We ask you, therefore, 

Members of the County Counc il , to do your duty towards us and 

our families and so redress our seriOUS grievance. Our case 

is urgent. We ask you to bear in mind that although we are 

poor, the health and lives of us and our families ought to be 

more valuable than a few pal try hundred pounds.' 

After some discussion it was deoided to adjourn further 

considera.tion to next meeting of the Council. 

It was also agreed that Messrs Cor ish & Jorcia.n T. D. • S 

/ should approach the Land Commission and ascertain if anything 

would be done to help the tenants in the locality. 

The follOWing resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr 

Murphy seconded by Mr D' Arcy:- "That when Roads Works 

. • Scheme for next financial year has been approved finally the 

County Council agrees that during the financial year no fur­

ther proposals for the taking over of private roads cJ)r workS 

of like nature be considered. It 

COUNTY SURVEYOR t S REP,CRT 

The following Report was submitted by the County 

Surveyor:-

"The two contracts for the laying of concrete roadS are 

still in progress, though the period for completion has ex-

pired. In regard to Messrs Lee's Contract on the Bunclody-

Ennlscorthy Road the concrete slab has been practically co~ 

pleted, and it only remains to deal with the sides. The 

Contract of the Pio~er Road Construction Company on the 

Wexford-NeW Ross Road has still leniths of the concrete slab 

to be completed, and in this case also long lentths of the 
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s ides remain to be deal t wi th. 

I have not yet been able to arrange with the Kilkenny 

County Surveyor in regard to proposal for New Ross Bridge 

repair, but this will come before you at a later meeting, 

when you are dealing with PUblic WorksJEsttm.ate. 

On the 20th instant I made a thorough inspect ion of tbe 

defective abutment and bridge end at Ferrycarrig in company of 

Messrs D31ap and Waller. We have found the matter very 

diffiCUl t to deal with, and later, I shall report more in de­

tail when I have a further comnunication from Messrs D3lap 

and aller. 

AS directed by the Council I shall arrange with Lord 

Fi tzwilliam for a deputa.tion to wait on him in regard to 

CourtownHarbour improvement. 

The adj ourned in<lllest on late Mr Robert Reck, one of our 

workmen, who was unfortunately killed whilst proceeding to 

work,' has not yet taken place, and, at the instance of the 

Insurance Company, the County Council Solicitor has the matter 

under observation." 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr 

Hall seconded by Mr O'Byrne:- "That the report of County 

Surveyor to this meeting be received and considered." 

Concrete Roads: The COunty Surveyor said that both Contractors 

were only very little behind. l4r Lee would have finished last 

week but for the wet wea.ther. Last time he (COWlty Surveyor) 

saw the Enn.1scorthy-Bunclody Road Mr Lee had only 40 yards of 

sla»' to do. Of coUrse there was still all the side work 

but he did not mind that much as it was the time the slab was 

finished which influenced the. opening of the road. The 

exford end of the New Ross-Wexford Road should be f inilhed 

within a fortnight and the New Ross .eIld before that. 

Mr Cooney Said the SOOnlr this road. was finished the 

better. Mr Walsh and himself struck in a floOd at Polehore, 

.and there were two other motors there which looked as if they 
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would not get through until the flood went down. 

Mr Walsh said he had raised at last meeting the question 

of the flooding of this road but nothing had been doI)3. 

The County Stirveyor said he would see that the culverts 

were working . 

Mr Blrthistle, ASsistant Surveyor, held that the flood 

at this particular place was due to flooding from the land 

and from the high tide. He would be prepared to swear it 

was not caused from the road culverts. 

I t was deoided that l4r Birthistle should inspect the 

flooded road at Polehore and take steps to mitigat~t, if 

possible. 

As regardS completion of work on concrete roads the 

following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr O'Byrne 

seconded by 14r Hall:- "That the County Surveyor serve notice 

on Contractors for Concreting RoadS (1) Enniscorthy-Bunclody 

and (2) Wexford to New Ross calling attention to penalty 

clauses in the Specification and that the County Surveyor 

report to next meeting how the works have progressed in the 

meantime." 

Ferrlc~rig Brld~; The following under date ltlth November, 

1931, (M.S.2829) was read from the Department of Industry ~ 

Commerce:-

"I am directed by the Minister f or Industry and Commerce 

to refer to your letter of the 31st ultimO and previous . 
• correspondence relative to the substitution of a fixed span 

for the existing opening of Ferrycarrig Bridge. The Depart­

ment have received representations from the Wexford Harbour 

Commissioners, the Wexford Corporation and the Enniscorthy 

, Urban District Councilrrprotesting against the proposed 

change on the grounds that trade between Wexfor d and Ennis­

corthy might be seriously prejudiced by reason of the effect 

which the closing of the bridge would have on the develop­

ment of traffic on the River Slaney. 
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The ~paxtment would be unwilling, in view of these 

objections, to sanction any project whiCh would result in 

closing the Slaney to river traffic, without first bei 

satisfied that the action contemplated by the County Council 

is justified by the conditions and is not calculated to have 

an effect inimical to the interests of trade in Enniscorthy 

and Wexford. 

It has been suggested that a Local Inquiry be held at 

Wexford to receive the views of persons interested in the 

matter and the ]);lpartment are willing to hold suCh an Inquiry 

on condition that the incidental expenses are defrayed by 

the County Council. 

I shall be glad to be inforned whether the County 

Council will agree to the hol ding of an Inquiry on the con­

di tions stated." 

l4r O'Byrne proposed and Mr Hall seconded the following 

resolution whiCh was ,unanimously adopted:-
-

"That exford County Council do not desire any steps 

to be taken as regards local inquiry in connection with 

opening span of Ferrycarrig Bridge. They have arranged for 

investigation and report by expert and when this has been 

considered they will communicate further with the Department 

of Industry and Commerce in reference to their letter of 

18th November, 1931 (M.S.2829)." 

The following resolution was adopted on. the motion of 

Mr O'Byrne seconded by Mr Hall:- "That Report of County 

Surveyor as submitted to this meeting be and is hereby ap-

proved. " 

TRANSFER ROAD AI c' s 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr Hall seconded by Mr O'Byrm:- "That as requisitioned 

by Mr Cullen, Assistant Surveyor, £70 be transferred from 

alc 10M to 9 14 and £50 from alc 50 M to alc 39 M." 
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INJURY TO KILMORE HARBOUR 
--------~----~~-~ 

The following report under date 21st November, 1931, 

was submi tted from Mr Kehoe, ASsistan t surveyor:-

17 

• I beg to report that on the night of the 13th November 
• 

a vessel leaving Kilmore Pier damaged the breakWater rather 

badly, and also the railing on the Pier. I am inquiring as 

to the name of the vessel, and will send you further particulars. 

The breakwater is in a rather dangerous condition, and I will 

have to start repairing it at once." 

The following resolution v. u.s adopted on the motion of 

Mr O'Byr seconded by lIr Breman:- "That Report of Mr Kehoe, 

Assistant Surveyor relative to damage caused to Kilmore Harbour 

on 13th November, 1931, be referred to Mr Elgee, County Solici­

tor, to take the necessary action to recover cost of repair. I 

In the course of further discussion re Kilmore Pier a 

direct ion was agreed to that l4r Kehoe, Assistant Surveybr, 

should consul t Mr Wm. Furlong, BeakS, Kilmore, relative to a 

gap in his field caused by repair work at the Harbour and a 

further direct ion to the Harbour Master as to testing new 

Harbour lamp. 

BRIOOE AT L6GGAN 
--------------

Mr D'Arcy reported that ISggan Bridge was in a bad wau 

and was in danger of collapsing if something was not done to 

it. 

Mr Treanor, Assistant Surveyor, for the district, said 

the bridge shoUld be attended to at once. 
I or 

It was deUded on the motion of l4r D'Arcy seconded by 

Mr O'Byrne that the County Surveyor should have the necessary 

repairs at LS,ggan bridge carried out as soon as possible. 

ALL AT KILLEGNEY 

Mr Brennan proposed and Mr O'Byrne seconded the resolution 

calling the attention of the Co. Surveyor to a road wall at Mr 

Michael Cullen's, Killegney, which was slipping into the river. 
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SLIPPERY ROADS 

Mr D'Arcy forwarlied for consideration of the meeting the 

following memorial:-

" e, the undersigned ratepayers, beg to draw the attention 

of the County Council to the dangerous condition of the Enniscortby 

NewtoWnbarry road from ~to NewtoWnbarry due to the Slip­

pery condition. 

"No man using a horse draJrn vehicle can go this road in 

safety and the danger is all the worse if such a vehicle has a. 

heavy load up. This latter condition nearly always prevails in 

the case of farmers going to market their corn or going to the 

local Mill and then again ~bringing home their maziuxes. There 

are several acCidents after happening and not very long ago a 

poor woman got her arm broken as the resm t of her animal falling 

on this tar bound road and pitching her on to the ground. 

"We, as farns rs and ratepayers, are surely entitled to be 

let travel in safety on the public roads. Further this matter 

of complaint is becoming general and we feel that the wexfor d 

County COuncil will not be lacking in helping the plain people 

in their difficulties. 

" e respectfully ask your Lmmediate attention to this 

.• rOad. We only want a margin of both sides of the road left 

Suitable for horses and cattle to travel on. We may mention 
t 

- that there are hundreds of tons of suitable material in 

Clohamon gravel pit which is quite convenient." , 

On the same subject the following was read from Messrs 

'Thomas D>rmer & Son, Bunc1ody:-

"We regret to find that some of our valued customers 

experience great diffiCUlty in coming to our mills owing to 

the slippery state of some of the tarred roads. We think 
\ 

, the Council should give more consider tion to road users 

employing horse haulage." 

Mr D'!Iay said something should be done to put those 
~ 

roads into such a condition that they could be used by the 
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farming community. 

He suggested that both sides should be treated 

wi th chippings. 

Ii 
Mr Ennis said that this road was no more Slippery 

than any other tarred road in his district. This was the 

first complaint made in reference to it. He had arranged 

to put Chippings on it and had been dressing the two hills 

on it with chips from time to time. But as they would not 

stay on the road they were of little use. Whereas in other 

counties where maxgint had been left it was cut up terrific~ 

ally so that in the end it was found necessary to tar the 

whole road. 

Mr D' Arcy proposed and Mr Brennan seconded a resolution 

which was adopted directing the County SUrveyor to provide 

for surface dressing with Chips of both sides of this road. 

In reply to Mr Cor ish the County SUrveyor said he had 

interviewed Mr Philip Pierce (Messrs P. Pierce & So.) about 

the manufacture of a gritting maChine. Mr Pierce did not 

say exactly that he would be prepared to manufacture such 

machine: he promised to write the County Surveyor further. 

It was decided that in the event of Messrs Pierce de­

clining to provide gritting machine the County SUrveyor 

interview other firms in connection with the matter. 

ERECTION OF BUILDING 

The following under date ltith November, 1931, was 

read from Michael Bolger,Ballybeg, Ferns:-

"I am enclosing a sketch of roads and plan of 

building etc. in Ballyduff, according to your directions, 

or at least as far as I was able to comply. Hoping this 

will suffice and thanking you for your kindness in supply­

ing information. If possible, would you kindly get 

through with tue Council on Monda¥ next, 

start work at once and oblige." 

I am ready to 

The follOWing resolution was adopted on the motion of 
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Mr Cummins seconded by Mr ]»ra.n:-

"That the County SUrveyor examine and report to the 

next Co. Council meeting on application of MiChael Bolger 

for erection of house at Ballybeg, Ferns." 

ANALYSIS OF MILK SAMPLE 

The folIo ing under date 19th November, 1931, was read 

from Miss Phyllis Ryam M. Sc., Co. Analyst, 12, Da.son Street, 

Dublin:-

"I desire to acknowledge with thanks receipt of your 

letter of the 13th instant with whiCh was enclosed a copy 

of a report of Mr. Elgee, Solicitor, re the case of Garda 

Driscoll v r. G. Devereux. 

UIn answer to the request of your Finance Committee for 

rIri observat ions o;n Mr. El gee's report I can only draw your 

attention to what is clearly proved by the said report. 

The Analysts' figures were as follows:-

Mine 2.45~ fat (Corresponding to HL33 10 fats 
abstracted) . 

Mr. Devereux' Analyst 2.ti6% fat (Corresponding to 4.bb% fats 
abstrated) • 

Gover~nt Analyst 4.55% fat (No fat abstracted). 

The Total 9.tlb ·whidh divided by 3 gives 3.28 10 fat 
(Average) . 

Resul t milk above the legal standard . . 

tlWhen the three parts of the sample of milk taken for 

analysis, were separately anal}lSed, two of these pa:rts were 

found below and one above the legal standard. But adding the 

"three separate results together a satisfactory whole is obtaired 

because the two poor samples were .fully compensated for by the 

richness of the third in the whole content of the milk. 

"It is, therefore, obvious that one Analyst got the creamy 

top of the milk aDd the other two analysts milk deprived of this 

cream and therefore deficient ' in fat, approximating to what is 

called "Skim-Milk". 

"Further proof is nOt needed to show that the milk was 

not sufficiently mixed before being divided into samples. I may 
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say from my abundant experience that occurences of this sort 

are COIIlllX)n. For instance, I receive samples of milk, from time 

to time, containing 8 to 10 per cent of fat, such as no known 

cow has ~ver produced. 

"A point worth bearing in mind is that if the food Inspector 

sends the top of a bottle of milk to the County Analyst, the 

chances are that no further enquiries will be made respecting the 

remainder . If on the contrary, the bottom of the bottle of milk, 

or a portion not miaed with the cream, is sent, the chances are 

the County Council will be rushed into an investigation not always 

necessary. 

"Wi th regard to the other pOints mentioned in your letter 

may I say that when samples are sent to me in great numbers in 

the third month of each quarter I am afraid I cannot guarantee 

to have them all, always, analysed in ten days. It 

The following resolution «as adopted on the motion of Mr 

Murphy seconded by Mr Gaul:- "That oopy of letter of County 

.Analyst as to analyses of sample of milk taken from Mr. G. tevereux, 

Ballyfinogue, be furnished the Chief Superintendent, Garda 

Siochana, for his information. 1t 

GOREY GARrEN CITY SCHEME 

. The following mo.tion given by Mr. Sean O'Eyrr:e on 8th 

October, 1931, and Circulated to members of the County Counc1l 

on 9th Ootober, 1931, was moved by him:-

"That the exford County Counoil oonsents to the borrowing , 
by the County ' exford Board of Health and Public Assistance of a 

sum of Nine Thousand PoundS (£9,000) at 5 per cent from the 

Royal Liver Insurance Sooiety for the purpose of oompleting 

Gorey Garden City Housing SCheme." 

Mr Gaul seconded the resolution which was adopted. 

Mr O'Byrne said he hoped the members of the Co. Board of 

Heal th would do all they could to have the work started without 

delay. 
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HOUSING AND ISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS BILL 

Mr Corish said this Bill was at present before the rail 

and although it might be suitable to abolish slum property in 

the large cities he thought better terms SIlould have been 

made available for rural housing. The Bill proposed to lend 

money at 5 per cent for 35 years with a subsidy of 20 10 for 

loan charges. If they took a house in a rural area as 

costing £200 - which he thought was a very low figure which 

would mean a rent of 4/7d per week - an impossible sum for a 

rural labourer to pay. With depreciation, rates, Insurance 

and other incidental charges the rent would be b/- per week, 

and no one could suggest that a labourer in the country could 

pay such a figure. The discussions on the Bill hinged round 

the financial provisions. All the deputies who spoke and 

especially those representing rural constituencies condem86d 

this clause. He suggested the County Council ShoUld adopt 

a resolution asking for better terms for rural housing and 

proposed the following:-

-That in our opinion the help offered to provide houses 

in rural districts is inadequate and in order to secure tenants 

Who will be able to pay the rent for such houses it will be 

~cessa.ry for the Government to increase their SUbSid1ery 

cons ide rab ly . " 

Mr Dr .!:rcy seconded the resolut ion which passed nem con. --, 
The Chairman said that the Health Board would not take 

tlp any scheme of housing which would entail rents being fixed 

:t bi- per week. , 
TBAVELLING !:GLOWA CE OF BA.l.iS INSPECTOR 

-------------------------------~ 

The following of whiCh he had given previous notice stood 

in tp.e name of Yr D t Aroy . . I t was in accordance wi th Standing 

Order supported by the names of four other members viz. ,Messrs 

Brennan, Murphy, O'Ryan and Smyth:-

"That resolution of Wexford County Council passed on 9th 
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November, 1931, giving Mr. S. O'Kennedy (Rates Inspector) 

£50 per annum increase of travell ing allowance be rescinded 

and that the increase be £25 per year in 1 ieu of £50." 

Mr Dt Arcy ill moving his motion said that the heaviest 

portion of the travelling occurred in Mr O'Kennedy's first 

year of off ice and he thought that £125 was ample to cover 

all the necessary travelling at the moment. 

Mr SMyth seconded the resolution. 

After a long discussion a poll was taken with the follow­

ing result:-

For Mr D'ArC¥'s motion:- essrs Brennan, D'Arcy, Jordan, 

Murphy, O'Ryan, Roche, Smyth, Walsh and the Chairman - 9. 

Aga1nst;- Messrs Armstrong, Colfer, Cooney, Corish, 

Cummins, D:>ran, Gaul, Gibbon, Hayes, Hall, Keegan, McCarthy, 

Meyler, o 'Byrne , Quin and Shannon - lb. 

Messrs Clince and Culleton (2) were not present when 

poll was taken. 

The Chairman declared the motion lost. 

ROAD GRANTS 

The secretary reported the receipt since last meeting 

of £8,498 (Improvement Grant) and if:> , 715 (Road Maintenance 

Gran t) from Local Government oopartment:-

TELEGRAPHI CLINES 
---------------..... 

Applications for consent of the County Council to the 

erection of the following telegraphlc llnes was recelved from 

OOpartment of posts and Telegraphs:-

(a~ OVerground telegr~hlc llne John Street, New Ross. 

(b) D:> + across Church street, 
~ Post Office, Gorey. 

(c) From Urban District Bou.ndary New Ross to Woodvllle 

Lodge, NeW Ross. 

The County . SUrveyor said he had. DO objection to any of 

the applications but he considered the line for C whlch ac­

cording to the plan was to run on the rlght side of the road 
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from New Ross urban to Woodville should go on the footpath 

side. 

c The following resolutton was adopted on the motion of 

14r O'Byrne seconded by Mr Hall:- "That the Council has no 

objection to the erection of telegraphic lines in ~ccordance 
~ 
~ applications submitted at this meeting from the ~partment 

of Posts and Telegraphs. In the case of proposed line from 

New Ross Urban Boundary to Woodville we suggest that the 1 iDe 

should be run on the footpath side of the road." 

HOLIDAYS OF COUNTY MEDICAL OFFICER 
-------------------------~--

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr 

o 'Byrne seconded by Mr Hall:-

"That as unanimously recommended by the Co. eJder d Board 

of Health we hereby agree to Dr. C. Bastible, Co. Medical 

Officer of Health, being allowed three weeks 1 holidays as from 

22nd ~mbar, 1931." 

CINEMA LICENCE 

The following resolution was adopted on ~e motion of Mr 

Hall seconded by Mr O'Byrne: - "That Cinema. Licence be issued 

to Patrick and Walter Doyle for premises at Bridgetown, pro-

.1 vided Co. SUrveyor and Garda Siocha.na. approve of the suitability 

of the premises~ That the sliding exit doors are made to open 

outwards and to the payment of 10/- fee." 

-

UNEMPLOYMENT IN mE COMING WINTER . 
----------------------

The follOWing resolution from Donegal Co. Council was 

adopted on the motion of Mr Hayes sdonded by Mr Hall:-

"That the Council be asked to focus attention on the 

serious aspect of unemployment during ~e coming winter. They 

can, as ~e elected representatives of the County, in unison 

wi th Similar bodies, urge upon the Governnent the needssi ty 

of making a serious effort to mitigate the hardships of the 

working people in Rural and urban Districts who ~e unable 

to find empl oynen t ... 
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VOTE OF CONroLENCE 

Mr Cummins proposed the folloWing resolution 

Whioh was seoonded by 14r Cor ish and passed in 

silenoe:- "That we desire to place on reoord the 
.' expression of our heartfelt oondolence with our esteemed 

and popular oolleague, Mr John Murphy, in the death -

during last week - of his two aunts, Mrs Flanagan, 

Coolerin, Qampile, and MrS Nolan, New Ross. Mr Murphy 

has, in his double bereavement, the whole hearted 

sympathy not only of the members of the Co. Counoil 

but ~f everybody conneoted with it. 

"That oopy of this resolution be furnished the 

relatives of the deoeased." 
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