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The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

r. Cummins, seconded by Miss O'Ryan:-

"That Mr. M. Doyle, Chairman of this CounCil, be 

appointed to give evidence before the Commission of Inquiry 

as to compulsory admixture of 15 per cent of home grown grain 

with imported maize. II 

DE-RATING AGRICULTURAL LAND 

TIle following resolution was submitted from a special 

meeting of Dublin County Council and representatives of five 

district Councils and six Urban Councils:-

"That the T. D.IS., for County Dublin and the other 

County Councils' in An Saorstat, be requested to make representat­

ions to the Minister for Finance to introduce, and have passed at 

the earliest possible moment, a De-rating Bill, that will place 

the Agricultural and Manufacturing Industries in the Free state 

on an equal footing with those of Northern Ireland, and to prevent 

the confusion and discontent that would otherwise arise, if the 

wealth-producers of Northern Ireland were relieved and encouraged, 

and those of the Free State left staggering under unjust and 

intolerable burdens as at present, which relief could be early 

given by adopting the Scheme approved by the General$OounQjl of 

County Councils' at their meeting held in March, ' 929, and that 

copies of this resolution be sent to the Finance and Local 

Government Ministers, the eight County Dublin T.D.'s, and to 

the Local and Metropolitan Newspapers." 

The Chairman said it was up to the Council if in favour 

of de-rating to put in evidence in favour of the proposal. With · 

very little extra taxation the Government could put in forae the 

scheme put forward by the General Council of County Councils 

wherein it was shown where the money could be obtained. If they 

believed that de-rating was not satisfactory to Wexford then 

there was no necessity ~o give evidence before the Commission but 

in his opinion, which, however, he did not wish to force on 
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anyone - de-rating was quite necessary and incumbent to giue 

t]l:;m ~e Y? t jag as it had been given to the farmers in Northern 

Ireland if they were to survive at all. A great deal had been done 

for every class in the Community except ag~iculturists. An 

attempt might be made to give a double Agricultural grant but 

considering the way things had gone this was only a'fleabite 

now. They wanted the same facilities as had been given to 

farmers of Great Britain and Northern Ireland and they,as a 

Council, should voice their opinion in this direction and insist 

on de-rating. 

Mr. Cummins proposed, and Mr . Keegan seconded,the adoption 

of the resolution which was agreed to. 

MiSS Ot Ryan said the farmers required urgent relief and 
~J~o.J,J.. 

should get it ~Aurge on the Government to bring in a De-rating 

Bill at once. There was no reason for sftting up a Commission 

( of Inquiry into this matter. A great many Commissions had sat 

on otlier ~atters without result. The findings they had brought 
I 

in were never put into effect. To allow farmers~o compete with 

thos~in Northern Ireland and in England de-rating should be 

adopted at once. 

r. Corish said it was obvious to everyone that de-rating 

was necessary and - as Miss O'Ryan had pointed out - at once. 

A great many people thought that the Labour Party had no 

sympathy with the farmer but they recognised his poor position 

to-day and they should agitate and keep up all pressure possible 

to have the finding~of the Commission brought in before consideration 

of the National Budget. Their farmers could not compete with those 

who had the advantage of de-rating. They were entitled to what 

they were asking and should neglect no pressure to obtain it without 

delay. 
. 

Colonel Gibbon said if something was not done at once to help 

the farmer an enormous amount of land would go ,into grass aNd 

with consequent unemployment and increase of taxation - probably 
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7 
heavier than what de-rating would cost. The Government should 

give th~ir attention and not only attention but immediate attent­

ion to this matter. 

Chairman - The Government have been able to find money for 

other things not half as important. 

After further discussion the following resolution was 

adopted on the motion of MisS OtRyan, seconded by Mr . Corish;­

"That in view of the serious situation created by the 

low prices obtainable for corn in the present year and the 

prospect of considerably reduced tillage and increased unemploy­

ment in 1930 we urgently recommend the Government to take 

immediate action an regard to de-rating and include proposals 

to that effect in the forthcoming National Budget in order that 

we can compete with our neighbours in Northern Ireland and with 

the farmers of Great Britain. 

"That a copy of this resolution be furnished the Minister 

jor Finance." 

------------------------
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------------------------
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A SPECIAL MEETING of the Wexford County qouncil was 

held in Oounty Council Chamber, Wexford, on 25th November,19 29, 

for the purpose of considering "Provisional Road Works' Scheme" 

for 1930-31. 

Present:- I r. M. Doyle (Ohairman) presiding; also Messrs 

Ja~es Armstrong, John Brennan, James Olince, Patrick Colfer, 

Thomas Cooney, Richard Oorish, John Oulleton, John Ounrrnins, 

Timothy F. D'Arcy, John Doran, James Gaul, 001. O. M. Gibbon, 

James Hall, Patrick Hayes, iichael Jordan, William P. Keegan, 

Thomas ~aylor, John Murphy, Sean O'Byrne, Miss Nellie O'Ryan, 

Col. R. P. Wemyss Quin, M. M. Roche, James Shannon, Myles Smyth, 

and James E. Walsh. 

The Secretary, the Oounty Surveyor and the Six Assistant 

Surveyors and Mr. Elgee, Solicitor, were also present . 

Under date 7th November,1929, the Department of Local 

Govermment, (Roads),wrote, (RGM/201/30) ,that the Minister was 

anxious to oe in a position to notify to Oouncils as early as 

possible the gra.nts which may be made from the Road Fund in 

respect of main road upkeep grants for financial year 1930-31 . 

To allow of the matter being dealt with at once Oounty Oouncils 

should take an early opportunity of framing estimates of the sums 

which they are likely to allow for the t upkeep of (a) Trunk 

roads (b) Link Roads, (including(a) and (b) in Urban Areas) (c ) 

Oounty Roads- for next financial year on receipt of which, and 

after examination, the Minister would indicate what upkeep grant 

(if any) would be allowed. The figures supplied should correspond 

as nearly as possible to the final figures. For several reasons 

it was preferable to place the upkeep grant on the basis of a 

flat rate for all main roads and in future the grant would be 

calculated on the basis of 40% of the cost of the up-keep of all 

main roads (including those in Urban Districts) instead of a grant 

of 50 per cent of the cost of Trunk Roads and 30 per cent of the 

cost of link roads. This grant is contingent on the estimates of 
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the Council showing that a reasonable sum is proposed for 

the upkeep of all roads. The grant was to be taken in as a 

credit and was not to form the basis of a supplementary schene. 

If Councils, as a whole, dealt with this matter without undue 

delay the Minister would be in a position to notify early the 

amount of the grants for improvement purposes which could only . 

be fixed after the amounts required for upkeep have been 

ascertained. 

Colonel Gibbon said that the total amount of the County 

Surveyor's Estimate for next financial year was £78732 while 

the amount raised last year was £50436, an increase of £28296, 

which would mean practically an increase of 1/6dtd in the £. The 

£78,000 was an ideal figure but it represented a quite impracticace 

sum. He wished to know if they would go through the list of works 

in the provisional scheme, item by item, or would the Council say 

what they would allocate for roads and then see what could be 

allowed for improvement works; they would have to cut their coat 

according to their cloth. He thought it would be better if they 

adopted the same procedure as last year. Tell the County Surveyor 

wgat the cut should be and let him apportion this, the County 

Council at a further meeting to consider the new allocation. 

The County Surveyor suggested that the meeting should look 

through the improvement works and consider the special letter from 

the Local Government Department in connection with the proposed 

improvement of the Wexford-Rosslare Road. These were items in 

regard to which he was not really in a position to give a decision. 

It would not be fair to put the onus on him as to what works should 

be rejected and what retained. 

Mr. Corish suggested they should deal with the improvement 

works. If they indiscriminately cut down the estimate it would 

mean that some roads might suffer for the inclusion of a certain 

improvement work which could perhaps be held over for a year. He 

proposed the following resolution:-
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"That the meeting consider proposed improvement works 

before dealing with amount to be allocated for road maintenance." 

. Mr. Gaul seconded. 

In reply to Colonel Gibbon, the County Surveyor stated that 

if the amount of his estimate for main roads was reduced considerably 

the upkeep grants from Local Government Department would probably 

be withheld. 

Mr. D'Arcy proposed that a rate of t 2/6d in the £ to cover road 

and improvement works be agreed to but after discussion this was 

withdrawn. 

A poll was taken on Mr. Corish's proposal with the following 

resul t:-

For:- lessrs Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, Corish, Culleton, 

Cummins, Gaul, Hayes, Keegan, Meyler, O'Byrne, Miss O'Ryan, Roche, 

Shannon and Wal sh ............•.........................•........ 16. 

Against:- Messrs Brennan, DIArcy, Doran, Gibbon, Hall, Jordan, 

Murphy, Quin, Smyth and the Chairman •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 10. 

A number of improvement works were then considered (particulars 

of which appear later in these Minutes) after which Oolo~el Gibbon 

said they had now agreed to improvement works costing £1450. If 

the meeting was to examine these, in detail, and left them 
he 

unfinished it would be a very bad thing and/therefore proposed 

that:- "Including the amount of £1450 for improvement works,already 

agreed to, the total amount for all improvement works shall not 

exceed £2000, in addition to amounts necessary by way of loan to 

cover cost of improvement of Rosslare and Courtown roads. And that 

if this proposal be accepted the Council proceed to fix a figure 

for the maintenance of roads" 

Colonel Quin seconded. 

This resolution was adopted. 

MI. D'Arcy then proposed the following resolution:- "That 

a sum of 2/6d in the £ to include £2000 for special improvement 

works but to exclude the amount necessary for loans for Rosslare 
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and Courtown Roads be agreed to in order to meet all maintenance 

and improvement works on Roads. 

Colonel Gibbon seconded. 

As an amendment Mr . Gaul proposed : - "That we approve of the 

estimate of County Surveyor for maintenance of roads and for 

improvement works for financial year 1930-31" . 

Mr . Shannon seconded. 

Mr . Keegan proposed:- "That a rate of 3/- in the £ be agreed 

to for the purposes of road maintenance and works of improvement . '! 

This proposal was not seconded . 

The County Surveyor said hlils estimate was prepared after a 

full discussion with each of his Assistants and he had allocated 

the money to the best advantage g iving every part of the County a 

fair chance . He honestly believed that the figures he had put in 

were essential for the proper mai~tenance of the roads. Tne Council 

with reduced estimates could carryon for a short time but the roads 

would be deteriorating and he knew who would get the blame . There 

was no doubt but a considerable number of roads with cut price would 

go back . 

The Chairman said the estimate would have to be cut down; 

the agricultural community were quite satisfied with them. 

Mr . Keegan - Those are the people who are growling. 

Chairman - They are not growling. 

The County Surveyor said they (farmers) were satisfied 

collectively in getting a low r ate but the individual is dissatisfied 

tha t he is not getting a bigger portion of the allocation for his 

district . He (County Surveyor) had tried to spread the amount as 

equitably as he could taking into consideration the needs of the 

roads . 

r . Hayes sa i d the r oads were in a bad state and were 

deteriorating and if t hat was the case nov.T at the first of the 

winter he would like if the Oounty Surveyor would give a forecast as 

to what condition they would be in next aarch. 
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Chairman - Probably a lot better. 

lire D'Arcy said no one in Gorey would be justified in 

complaining of the condition of the roads in that district -

either Main, County or by-roads . 

Colonel Quin - The roads are very much improved within ~he 

past five years. 

Mr . Hall said the Council should remember they would have 

an increased estimate from the County Board of Health. The latter 

had done everything in their poper to effect economies but they 

were not able to prevent increased expenditure which had been 

found necessary. 

Mr . Gaul asked what was the financial position now as 

regards the roads compared with this time last year. 

The County Surveyor said they had considerably less to spend 

at the moment than at the same period last year. 

A vote was then taken on Mr . Gaul's amendment with the 

following result:-

For:- Messrs Armstrong, Clince, ili~~K, Colfer, Cooney, Corish, 

Cummins, Gaul , Hayes, Keegan,. O'Byrne, O'Ryan and Shannon •... 12 

Against:- Messrs Brennan, Culleton, D'Arcy, Doran, Gibbon, Hall, 

Jordan, Meyler , Murphy, Quin, Roche , Smyth, Walsh and the Chairman(14) 

The Ohairman declared the motion lost. 

Mr . Corish proposed the following resolution:- "That we 

agree to an amount representing 2/8td in the £ for road maintenance 

and improvement works in addition to allowing £1450 for road 

improvement works agreed to at this meeting and also the amount 

necessary to repay loans for improvement of Courtown and Rosslare 

roads." 

The roads, !r. Corish pointed out, had deteriorated and they 

had the statement of the Oounty Surveyor that it was absolutely 

necessary he should have at least the same amount as was allocated 

last year . This winter was going to be worse than the winter of 

last year. The rainfall in November was abnormal and had cut up a 

great many roads. Drainage must be attended to and the roads built 
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up in the centre. The Oouncil would do a good day's work 

for the Oounty if they. agreed to the same estimate as last 

year. The Labour Party had been aecused of trying to keep 

up the rates but if they gave employment on the roads it waS 

a far better proposition than supporting men out of poor relief. 

They were - in his opinion - getting an increased estimate from 

the Board of Health on account of cutting down the road estimate 

last year as they had a greater number of people on the rates 

on that account. 

Mr. O'Byrne seconded. 

Mr. Oulleton held it was much better to do their roads 

out of revenue and save the waste of money paid in Interest to 

the BllElk. 

A vote was then taken on Mr. Oorish's proposal with the 

following result:-

For:- Messrs Armstrong, Olince, Oolfer, Oooney, Oorish, Culleton, 

Oummins, Gaul, Hayes, Keegan, O'Byrne, o 'Ryan, Roche and 

Shannon ( 14) • 

Against:- Messrs Brennan, D'Arcy, Doran, Gibbon, Hall, Jordan, 

Meyler, Murphy, Quin, Smyth, Walsh and the Ohairman ••••. 12. 

The ehairman declared the proposition carried. 

On being put as the substantive motion it waS adopted 

nem.con. 

WEXFORD-ROSSLARE ROAD 

For above Road the Oounty Surveyor made the following 

estimate:-

Ordinary repair - Spraying 1015 perches £540 
resurfacing same £470 
spraying 920 perches £540 
Resurfacing ~37 

Improvement Work - Resurfacing in cement bound macadam 2i miles 

(half cost) £2468; resurfacing in cement bound 

macadam 1000 lineal yards £625 (half cost) 

TOTAL •.•.••••••••• £5080. 

The Oounty Surveyor explained that if the amount for 
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Spraying Was deducted the special amount to be raised by 

the Council in accordance with the letter of the Department 

of Local Government (Roads) (RRG/32 - 4th November,1929) -

appearing on Minutes of meeting of 11th November,1929, would 

be £4000to be raised by loan repayable in ten years. 

The following report, which was prepared as the result 

of a visit to Limerick City by the County Surveyor, the 

Assistant Surveyors and the Secretary was read:-
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CONSTRUCTION OF CEMENT BOUND ROADS 
--.. .. _-----------------------------

The problem of making suitable roads to withstand 

eXisting fast and heavy traffic has been heartbreaking to 

Surveyors and road makers. 

S3i 

The fast traffic brought water bound macadam, treated with 

tar and bitumen and so long as the question of weight did not 

enter, this class of thoroughfare was fairly effective. The 

speed of the motor car did not suck the binding and the road 

stood up to the traffic for a fair period. Then oame the bus 

and heavy lorry. Water bound macadam broke down badly under 

this traffic as the stones were driven out of position and the 

fast traffio following produced pot-holes and the surface 

quickly went from bad to worse. To hold the steamrolled road 

it became necessary to treat it with tar or bitumen - an 

expensive and continually recurring work. But no one was 

Farmers with horses,and even many owners of motor oars, complained 

of the slippery nature of the new surfaoe and many accidents 

occurred to Mman and horse". 

The position became a duel between the traffic and the 

Surveyors; many experiments were tried. 

The ooncrete road certainly solves the difficulty but it 

is impossible for local authorities to provide the funds for 

its oonstruction. 

Surveyors oarried out many experiments in the use of cement 

and stone by a method of sandwiching cement mortar between two 

layers of stone. Eighteen miles of this olass of road have been 

laid. down in An Saorstat in the Counties of Donegal, Meath, MaYO, 

OffaIy, Dublin and Cork City, within the last three years - all 

successful. 

At the moment Mr- Peacocke, Municipal Engineer, Limeriok 

City, is laying down something over a mile and is confiden~ that 

this method of road construction w11l replace waterbound ~cadam 

tar-sprayed. Some of the County Surveyors who put down th.,i .s class 
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of road three years agO speak highly of its wearing properties. 

In a midland Oounty about five miles (over a mile and a half 

of whioh there is heavy bus and lorry traffio to and from 

Dublin) laid down in 1926-27 has oost nothing for maintenanoe 

up to the present. For three miles laid down in another 

County there is a similar experienoe for ~ miles. If these 

roads had been done in tar maoadam there would have been 

carried out for maintenance two tar dressings costing approx­

imately £350 pel' mile or a total maintenance on the 7a- miles 

of over £2700 as compared with a practically zero figure for 

oement bound macadam. 

It must be . remembered that the new system is not to be 

regarded as an alternative to concrete. It is not and never 

was intended to be. 

The following ~igures are illustrative:-

Tar Bitumen grout road as already 
oarried out in the Oounty: Costs 
for 18 ft.wide road per mile •••••••••••• 1600 

Taking a ·ten year period to above 
must be added for bitumen surface 
dressing a sum of approximately ••••••••• 900 

TOTAD ,£2;00 

Cement Bound road 18 ft. wide ••.•••••••• £2200. 

For ten years the maintenance cost should not exoeed 

£300 but very probably would be less. 

Subsequent to the ten year period the bitumen road would 

require re-surfaoing at a cost of at least .£1000 per mile and 

in this second ten year period the maintenance for redressing 

would be a further £900, making a total cost for this period 

of £1900. 

The cement bound macadam road in the second ten year 

period ould probably require minor repairs and possibly a 

surface dressing with an asphalt carpet. The cost of this 

Should not be more than £500 or £600. 

These figures are oonditional on no abnormal traffio 

. such as extra heavy lorries &0 being run over roads never built 
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to deal with it. It must be remembered that the life of 

both systems of road making referred to depends entirely on 

this point. 

The oement bound maoadam road has really passed beyond 

the experimental stage and Surveyors who have adopted it spe.ak 

most highly in its favour. 

The system is roughly as follows:-

The sub-base must be properly formed and solidified and 

be free from mud and dust. 

On this a layer of approved broken stone of about 2 inohes 

in depth is laid and consolidated with a light tandem roller. 

Over this is plaoed a layer of oement mortar (2 to 1) and over 

this again is evenly laid a further two inches of approved broken 

stone. The whole is then consolidated by the roller, working 

the mortar both down and up and really forming a concrete slab 

four inches thick. Special attention is giVB~to provision for 

jointing and the surfaoe is finished to approximate with the 

ordinary concrete road now familar to the Oouncil. 

The work oan be oarried out by contract or by direot 

labour. If by the latter special plant will be necessary. The 

advantage of Oouncil owning the plant would be that short 

isolated lengths could be dealt with and whioh a Contractor would 

refuse to take up. 

The particulars of additional plant would be as follows:-

Tandem Roller £800 
Traotor and Wagons 
for transport £250 

Oonorete Mixer £150 
Timber for soreedsj 
spi~s,rammers &c 50 

£1250 
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The Oounty SUrveyor mentioned that if the road were not 

reconstructed it would cost £2000 a year for maintenance and 

they would not have a _good road then. The only work necessary 

for the cement bound portion of the road for maintenance would 

be the drainage and the side work, costing about £250 for five 

years as against from £1600 to £1700 for a tar macadam road 

on the same section. 

Mr. Keegan proposed:- "That the Oounty Oouncil agree to the 

method of improvement of Wexford-Rosslare Road as suggested by 

Local Government Department (Roads) in their letter of 4th Nov., 

1929, (R/RG/32), and that the Department of Local Government be 

requested to accept from the Oounty Oounci1 a contribution of 

£2000 towards the entire cost, this amount to be raised by loan. II 

Mr. O'Byrne seconded the motion which was adopted. 

Mr. Oorish proposed,and Mr. Olince seconded,the following 

resolution which was adopted ~.~ :-

"That on completion of negotiations with Local Government 

Department (Roads) as to amount of contribution of the Oounty 

Oounci1 relative to the improvement of Wexford-Ross1are Road the 

amount agreed on as the contribution of the Oouncil be raised by 

loan." 

OLOHAMON-BUNOLODY ROAD 

The following motion of which he had given previous notice 

was moved by Mr. Armstrong:- "That a sum of £1500 be agreed to 

for the relaying in cement bound macadam of 230 perches of 

01ohamon Bunclody Road subject to Local Government Department 

contributing 40% of this amount and to a loan, repayable in ten 

years, being obtained for the balance." 

Oolone1 Quin seconded the resolution which was adopted. 

SOOLLAGH GAP ROAD 
-----------------

Mr. Shannon moved:- "That a sum of £2000 be agreed to for 

improvement of main Road to Oounty Bounds at Sco11agh Gap from 

the turn at Kiltea1y by resurfacing, provided Local Government 
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Department agree to contribute 4~ of the £2000, the balance 

to be raised on a ten year loan, the annual charge for which 

would be approximately £186 and Interest being calcul~tedat 

5%. 
Mr. Gaul seconded. 

The County Su~veyor pointed out that the continuation of 

this road on the Carlow side was considerably better than the 

portion in County Wexford. The condition of the latter would 

have a very bad effect on securing payment of their maintenance 

grant. Last year he applied for a sum of £260 for maintenance 

on this road but the Council allowed only £78 with the result 

that it was going down. He had put in £260 for this year and 

if Mr. Shannon's proposal was accepted it would be a good proposit­

ion as the £186 for repa~nent of loan would replace the £260. 

Colonel Gibbon said he was absolutely against spending the 

amount of the proposal on this road which was in , the nature of a 

luxury instead of a necessity. He had been recently over nine 

counties,and,ae regards their by-roads, Wexford would compare 

favourably with any of them. There was no justification in 

spending a huge sum of money on this road which was quite suitable 

for ordinary motor traffic. 

Mr. Shannon said that he had been urged by the p40ple of the 

district to bring forward this proposal. 

a vote was taken on the motion with the following re~ult:­

For:- Messrs Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, Corish, Cummins, 

Gaul, Hayes, Keegan, O'Byrne and Shannon •••••••••••••••••••••• ll. 

Against:-Messrs Brennan, Culleton, D'Arcy, Doran, Gibbon, Hall, 

Jordan, Mayler, Murphy, o 'Ryan, Quin, Roche, Smyth, Walsh and 

the Ch"airman •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 15. 

The Chairman declared the motion lost. 

BLACKWATER STREETS 
------------------

A memorial signed by the Parish Priest, the Curate and 31 

other ratepayers was read. This called attention to the very bad 
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condition of the streets in the village of Blackwater which 

had worn down so much that the paved water-tables were now 

higher than the centre of the roadway and at the bridge the key 

stones were practically stripped. The memorialists asked the 

County Council to give serious attention to the proposal to steam­

roll about 600 yards as they believed it was waste of money to keep 

on patching work as at present. steam rolling was now most 

essential owing to increased traffic. 

The County Surveyor brought forward a proposal for £500 

for the resurface of the portion of the streets which were main 

roads and £110 for the rolling of the portion on the County 

Road. He pointed out that if the Local Governm~nt Department paid 

the 40 per cent of maintenance grant the job would cost the rates 

£300. 

Mr. O'Byrne proposed and Mr. Shannon seconded:_ "That the 

proposal submitted by the County Surveyor for improvement of 

Blackwater streets be agreed to." 

Mr. D'Arcy proposed as an amendment:- "That a sum of £500, 

in all, be set aside for the improvement of the streets of Black­

water Village on condition that the Local Government Department 

contribute 4~ of the cost of the work on the ' main road section." 
r. Brennan Seconded. 

Mr. O'Byrne withdrew his motion in favour of the amendment 

which was put and passed without dissent. 

GOREY-COURTOWN ROAD 

The County Surveyor brought forward a proposal for £870, 

being 6~ of sinking fund and Interest on cost of relaying 980 

perches of the Gorey Courtown road in cement bound macadam,tota1 

cost of £6780, ~he proposal to be subject to the Local Government 

Department contributing 4~ of the cost. 

ijr. O'Byrne proposed:- "That the County Council approve the 

proposal of the County ' Surveyor." 

Mr. Keegan seconded. 

Mr. Hall said the road was impassable at the moment. 
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After further discussion, Mr. Keegan withdrew his motion 

and proposed the following:- "That a sum of £6000 on the lines 

submitted by the County Surveyor to this meeting be provided 

for improvement of Gorey-Courtown road, amount to be raised by 

Loan repayable in ten years~ 

Mr. Hall seconded. 

A vote was taken with the following result:-

For:- Messrs Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, Corish, Cummins, 

Gaul, Hall, Hayes, Jordan, Keegan, o 'Byrne, Miss O'Ryan, Quin, 

Shannon and Smyth •......•........•......•••..........•........ 16. 

Against:- Messrs Brennan, Culleton, D'Arcy, Doran, Gibbon, 

Meyler, Murphy, Roche, Walsh and the Chairman ••••••••••••••••• lO 

The Chairman declared the motion carried. 

COFER LANE 

The following motion stood in the name of Mr. Shannon:­

"That £125 be provided for the purpose of repairing Cope"c 

Lane (Enniscorthy District)~ 

The following attended as a deputation in favour of the 

proposal:- Messrs J. S. McDonald, William McDonald and Wm.Dunne, 

all of Ballyeden. 

Mr. J. S. McDonald said there were ten families concerned. 

The lane had a sound bottom but required widening in one part 

only. If put into repair others besides those living on it would 

use it as a public thoroughfare. Clergy and Doctors attending on 

the people living on the lane were obliged to leave their motors 

on the main road. 

Colonel Quin proposed,and Mr. Brennan seconded,a resolution 

to reject the proposal. 

After discussion, the deputation agreed to widen the lane 

to the specified width and give the necessary land for this purpose, 

also to ease the corners and carry out ,all work to the satisfaction ,. 

of the County Sur~eyor. 

A poll was taken on the motion of Colonel Quin with the 

following result:-
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For:- Messrs Brennan, Culleton, D'Arcy, Hall, Quin and 

Gibbon (6). 

Against:- Messrs Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, Corish, 

Cummins, Doran, Gaul, Hayes, Jordan, Keegan, Mayler, Murphy, 

O'Byrne, Roche, Shannon, Walsh and the Chairman (18) 

Miss O'Ryan was not present when poll was taken. 

The Chairman declared the amendment lost. 

Mr. Gaul proposed,and Mr. Cummins seconded, the following 
, . 

resolution:- IIThat the Council agree to expend £125 on repair 

of Coper Lane on condition that those concerned provide the 

necessary land ,for widening said lane, carry out widening and 

ease the corners, all to be done to the satisfaction of the 

County Surveyor." 

The resolution was adopted without dissent. 

ASKINVILLAR LANE 

The County Surveyor brought forward, for discussion, by 

direction of the Roads Committee, a proposal for the expenditure 

of £60 to repair Askinvillar Lane. 

In ' connection with this matter letter under date 22nd Oct., 

1929, was read from Rev. W. Fortune, C.C., Kiltealy, stating that 

the surface of the lane was so bad it was even dangerous for 

pedestrians and its narrow width made it impassable for the carting 

of farm produce. The hardships inflicted on the people concerned 

in consequence of the dangerous condition of the lane called for 

immediate redress. It was only through the kindness of a neigh­

bour that the people were able to carryon their business. 

Dr. O'Neill, Killanne, wrote that the lane was impassable for 

car traffic of any kind. He had been to some of the houses on 

the lane and on each occasion he w~~x had to go across ~ountry as 

he could not walk the lane. 

Mr. Henry King wrote that the people living on the lane could 

not get to their houses except by travelling over his right of way 
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and passing through his yard or crossing his fields. This 

was becoming an awful nuisance and it was up to the County 

Council to have something done. He was quite willing to give 

the necessary land to have the lane widened. 

An extensively signed memoria.l pOinted out that it was 

necessary to have about 70 perches of the lane widened and 

repaired. It was used by five families and was at present mom 

like the bed of a river than a road while the people using it 

were too poor to repair it. Unless they got some help from the 

County Council it would have to remain as it was. 

Mr. Brennan, SoliCitor, appeared,in support of the proposal 

and examined Thomas Cowman who resided on the lane. 

Mr. Jordan said there was not a single lane in the County 

in regard to which there was more necessity to have repaired.He 

considered the people living on the lane were entitled to have 

at least a passable way to their houses. 

After further discussion, the following resolution was 

proposed by Mr. Jordan, and seconded by Mr. Gaul:- "That a sum 

of £70 be provided for repair of Askinvillar Lane in addition to 

sufficient material %M being supDlied by the County Council for 

surfacing, costing approximately £20, provided that Mr. King 

agree to give the necessary land and that all work in connection 

with the matter is carried out to the satisfaction of the County 

Surveyor. 

A poll was taken with the following result:-

For:- Messrs Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, Corish, Cummins, 

Doran, Gaul, Hayes, Jordan, Keegan, Meyler, Murphy, o I Byrne, 

o 'Ryan, Roche, Shannon, Walsh and the Chairman ••••••••••• (l~) 

Against:- Messrs Culleton, D'Arcy, Gibbon, Hall, Quin and Smyth (6). 

Mr. Brennan did not vote. 

The Chairman declared the motion carried. 

BREELANE 

' At the meeting of the Council on 25th November 1929 , , a 
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deputation oonsisting of Messrs M. Fortune (Sparrows1and); 

Joseph Wickham and James Cogley attended in connection with 

the repair of Bree Lane. It was then pointed out there were 

22 families living on the lane which was a connecting link 

between two roads. A small part of it leading to the school 

was a public road; it was about a mile and a half in length. 

The County Surveyor,at the meeting of the Council referred 

to, said the lane was only eleven feet wide in parts. There 

was no through traffic over it and it was purely and solely used 

by the local people. 

The Chairman said that with 22 families living on the lane 

if they all did a little it should not be difficult to put it 

into repair. 

Mr. D'Arcy said there were hundreds of similar lanes all 

over the Country - three or four in his own locality and the 

people were keeping them in order. 

Mr. Hall proposed:- "That a sum of £210 be provided for 

repair of Bree Lane on condition that the requisite land to widen 

be given and that those concerned make suitable turns and do any 

necessary work required by the Council; all work to be carried 

out to the satisfaction of the County Surveyor.' 

Mr. O'Byrne seconded. 

Mr_ D'Arcy proposed:- "That the question of repairing Bree 

Lane be adjourned for twelve months.' 

Mr. Culleton seoonded. 

On a poll, the following voted in favour of the amendment:­

Messrs Brennan, Culleton, D'Aroy, Mey1er, Murphy, Quin, Smyth, 

Roche and the Chairman ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• • •• ·9· 

Against:- Messrs Armstrong, C1ince, Colfer, Cor ish, Cummins, Gaul, 

Hall, Hayes, Keegan, O'Byrne and Shannon •••••••••••••.••••••••• ll. 

The following were not present when poll was taken:- Messrs 

Cooney, Doran, Gibbon, Jordan, O'Ryan and Walsh •••••••••••••••• Q 

The Chairman declared the amendment lost. 
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Mr. D'Arcy thennproposed:_ "That a sum of £175 be set 

aside for repair of Bree Lane." 

Mr. Brennan seconded. 

841 ' 

Mr- Hall withdrew his resolution in favour of this proposal 

which was adopted !!!E!!..~. 

BLAOKHALL LANE 

Mr. Meyler moved:_ "That a sum of £15 be set aside for the 

purpose of repairing road at Blackhall ' leading from Road 895 to 

ScarV Mr. Meyler said the lane was about 300 yards long and was 

as wide as any main road. The place was becoming very popular 

with bathers and,as the Oouncil could see,the amount asked for 

was small. 

Mr. Colfer seconded the motion which was unanimously adopted. 

IMPROVEMENT DUNCANNON STREETS 

The County Surveyor brought forward a proposal for £500 for 

the steam rolling of quarter of a mile a~d the improvement with 

tarred stones of half a mile and also the improvement of footpaths 

in Duncannon village. 

Mr. Cummins proposed,and Mr. Colfer seconded,the following 

resolution:- "That the work of improvement on Duncannon streets as 

recommended by Sub Committee,which met on 19th October,1929, be 

agreed to, and that a sum of £500 be set aside in next year's Road 

Works Scheme for the purpose." 

Mr. Murphy pointed out that the Sub Committee had gone into 

the matter and after the most careful examination came to the 

conclusion that it would require at least £500 to do anything like 

a decent job. 

:Mr. 'Valsh pointed out that it would be very difficult, to keep 

the streets in anything like decent order except by steam rolling. 

The water tables also required attention. One of the principal 

streets was on a very steep hill and the water ran with great force 

down the thoroughfare. If the proposal of the Sub Committee was 
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carried out the place would need very little attention for a 

long time. Duncann~n was a very popular seaside resort and 

deserved to have decently kept thoroughfares. 

Mr. Cooney supported the recommendations of the Sub-Committee. 

Mr. D'Arcy proposed and Mr. Brennan seconded, the following 

amendment:-

"That a sum of £400 be provided for the improvement of 

Duncannon streets.". 

A poll was taken with the following result:-

For the amendment:- Messrs Brennan, DtArcy, Hall and Smyth (4) 

Against:- Messrs Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, Corish, Cummins, 

Doran, Gaul, Gibbon, Hayes, Jordan, Keegan, Meyler, Murphy, O'Byrne, 

o 'Ryan, Roche, Shannon, Walsh and the Chairman (20). 

Did not vote - Mr. Culleton and Colonel Quin (2). 

The Chairman declared the amendment lost. 

A poll was then taken on the original motion with the following 

result:-

For:- Messrs Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, Corish, Cummins, 

Doran,Gaul, Hall, Hayes, Jordan, Keegan, Mur phy, O'Byrne, o 'Ryan, 

Shannon, Walsh and Meyler (18). 

Against:- Messrs Brennan, Colloton, D'Arcy, Roche, Smy.t~, Quin, 

G~bbon and the Chair.m§n (8) 

The Chairman declared the motion carried. 

WILLIAM STREET(WEXF<DRD) MAII~ ROAD 
-------------------------------

The County Surveyor brought forward a proposal for £300 for 

the purpose of laying 300 lineal yards of cement bound macadam (cement 

to be supplied free by the makers). 

The County Surveyor said the value of the cement would be about 

£90. 

Mr. Corish proposed and ~~ . Colfer seconded the following 

resolution:- "That a sum of £300 be set aside for improvement of 

portion of William Street, Wexford (Main Road) provided the necessary c 

cement for the purpose be offered free of cost by the manufacturers." 
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A poll was taken with the following result:-

840 
() 

For:- Messrs Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, Corish, Cummins, 

Gaul, Hayes, o 'Byrne, o 'Ryan, Shannon and Walsh (12) . 

Against:- Messrs Brennan, Culleton, Doran, Gibbon, Jordan, Meyler, 

Murphy, Quin, Roche, Smyth and the Chairman (11). 

Mr. D'Arcy declined to vote and Messrs Hall and Keegan were 

{ not present when vote was taken. 

The Chairman declared the motion carried. 

MAIn ROADS NEW ROSS URBAN 

Mr. Walsh proposed the following resolution:- "That a sum 

of £95 be provided for the following items of i mprovement:- £15 

to rebuild wall at entrance to Mr. Hearne's yard; £20 to remove 

wall for a distance of 20 yards and erect railing and £60 to 

replace 300 lineal yards defective cobble stone water channels in 

Portland cement. 

Mr. Corish seconded the motion which passed without dissent. 

RAHEENGURRiN FORD 

Mr_ 0 'Byrne moved the following:_ "That a sura of £200 be 

set aside for the purpose of building bridge at Raheengurren Ford~ 

The memorial submitted to a recent meeting of the Council in 

respect of this matter was read. This pointed out that ali 

vehicular traffic had to go through the river and during a wet 

season this was rendered almost impossible by floods. 

Mr. Keegan seconded. 

The Chairman said if this was so important as the promoters 

claimed it was extraordinary it was not remedied before now. 

Ur. Keegan said that if the people had the same power in the 

past as they ha~ow they would have moved in the matter. 

The Chairman said that the place was in the same condition 

for the last 30 years and the Gorey District CounGil could have 

carried out the work were they so inclined. He could not understanc 

(if the matter was so pressing) why it~ad not been seen to long 

ago and at the expense of the ratepayers in Gorey Union. 
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Colonel Quin said that the Oounty and Assistant Surveyor 

of the district were against the proposal. 

A poll was t~cen on the resolution with the following 

result:- For:_ Messrs Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, Corish, 

Cummins, Gaul, Hall, Hayes, Keegan, O'Byrne, Shannon (12). 

Against:- Messrs Brennan, Culleton, D'Ar cy, Doran, Gibbon, Jordan, 

Meyler, Murphy, o 'Ryan, Quin, Roche, Smyth, Walsh and the 

Chairman (14). 

The Chairman declared the motion lost. 

KILLINCOOLEY ROAD 

The County Surveyor brought forward a proposal for £75 to 

raise road at Killincooley in order to obviate flooding. 

The motion was allowed to drop. 

TINl~EBERNA HILL 
--------------

The County Surveyor brought forward a proposal for £25 for 

repair of hill at Tinneberna in view of a memorial from a number 

of road contractors who pointed out that it was impossible to haul 

full loads on account of the condition of the place. 

No action waS taken and the matter dropped 

CAMPILE-BALLYSALLAGH ROAD 
-------------------------

The County Surveyor brought forward a proposal for £300 to 

strengthen and roll Campile-Ballysallagh Road. 

Mr. Murphy moved the provision of £150 for the work. He said 

they only wanted a road which would not break the springs of motor 

lorries carrying milk etc., to and from the creamery. The £55 

spent recently on this road merely filled the slump holes. 

Mr. Cummins seconded the motion which waS adopted. 

OORNER &c at Scarnagh 
---------------------

The County Surveyor brought forward a proposal for £20 to 

lower dangerous corner and fence at Scarnagh. 

No action was taken and the proposal dropped. 

TRUNK BRIDGE AT SCARNAGH 
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to' trunk bridge at Scarnagh. 

No. actien taken and the metien drepped. 

MACADAM CROSSINGS MAIN STREET GOREY 

The Ceunty Surveyer breught ferward a propesal fer £45 to' 

lay nine tar macadam cressings in Main Street, Gorey. 

Mr. Keegan prepesed a reselutien that the Ceuncil accept 

the prepesal ef theCeunty Surveyer. 

Mr. O'Byrne secended. 

After discussieri a vete was taken with the fellewing 

result:-

Fer:_ Messrs Armstreng, Clince, Celfer, Ceeney, Cerish, C~mins, 

Gaul, Hayes, Keegan, o 'Byrne, Shannen (11). 

Against:- Messrs Brennan, Culleten, D'Arcy, Deran, Gibben, Hall, 

Jerdan, Meyler, Murphy, o 'Ryan, Quin, Reche, Smyth, Walsh and the 

Chairman (15). 

The Chairman declared the metien lest. 

Mr. Keegan said he ceuld premise the Ceuncil weuld hear mere 

abeut the matter. 

FOOTPATH McOURTAIN STREET,GOREY 

The Ceunty Surveyer submitted a prepesal fer £35 fer previsien 

ef kerb and surfacing feotpa.th in McCurtain Street, Gerey. 

Mr. O'Byrne meved and Mr. Keegan secended the acceptance ef 

the prepesal. 

A pell resulted as fellews:-

Fer: - 1!es.Srs Armstreng, Clince, Celfer, Ceeney, Cerish, Cummins, 

Gaul, Hayes, Keegan, O'Byrne, O'Ryan and Shannen (12). 

Against:- Messrs Brennan, Culleten, D'Arcy, Deran, Gibben, Hall, 

Jerdan, Meyler, Murphy, Quin, Reche, Smyth, Walsh and the 

Chairman (14). 

The Chairman declared the metien lest. 

CORNER AT COOLISHAL 
------------------

The Ceunty Surveyer breught ferward a prepesal fer £10 fer 
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lowering corner and erecting standard and wire fence in Coolishal. 

Mr. Keegan proposed,and Mr. Colfer seconded,the acceptance 

of the proposal. 

A vote was taken with the following result:- For:- Messrs 

Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, Corish, Cummins, Gaul, Hayes, 

Keegan, o 'Byrne, Quin, Shannon (12). 

Against:- Messrs Brennan, Culleton, D'Arcy, Doran, Gibbon, .Hall, 

Jordan, lleyler, Murphy, o 'Ryan, Roche, Smyth, Walsh and the 

Chairman (14). 

The Chairman declared the motion lost. 

ACCIDENT AT DUNCANNON 

Mr. Murphy said that about a week ago a man named Laurence 

Furlong had been drowned at Duncannon and,in the course of the 

inquest, the Deputy Coroner implied almost that the County Council 

were responsible for the accident . as there was no protection at 

the part of the quay where the man fell in. He said that bodies 

like the County Council never moved until an accident happened. 

He (Mr. MurphY) found, on enquiry, that the place at which Furlong 

was drowned was pr~vate property and that the County Council had 

nothing whatever to do with it. The public should be given to 

understand clearly that the County Council had n~esponsibility for 

the accident. 

The County Surveyar Baid that the place at which the accident 

happened was private property. 

Mr. Kehoe, Assistant Surveyor. pointed out that the portion 

of the quay over which the County Council had control was properly 

protected. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr. 

Colfer, seconded by Colonel Quin:_ "That it be pointed out to the 

Deputy Coroner for South Wexford, relative to his remarks at 

Inquest, that the portion of Duncannon quays at which the recent 

fatal accident to Laurence Furlong happened is private property 

over which the County Council have 
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CERTIFICATE OF SECRETARY 
------------------------

I certify the foregoing to be a correct record of 

the Minutes of Proceedings of Wexford County Council in 

respect of Special Meeting held on 25th November, 1929-

(Signed) __ ry1~~~, ~~~""""'-'LL~~.&-..{)/--
Secretary Wexford County Council. 

Dated this 2nd day of December,1929. 

- - . ~ ---- ... - - . - - - - . 
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