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, 
A meeting of exford County Council was held in County 

Council Chamber, County Hall, exford, on 2bth May, 1931. 

Present:- Mr:M1. royle (Chairman) presid1ng: also 

Messrs James Clince, patrick Colfer, Thomas COoney, Richard 

Corish, John Culleton, John CUmmins, Timothy F. DtArcy, 

John toran, Col. C. . Gibbon, James liall, Patrick Hayes, 

William P. Keegan, Thomas Maylor, Thomas c Car thy , John 

Murphy, Sean OtByrne, iss Nellie O'Ryan, COl. R.P. Wemyss 
I 

Quin, .M. Roche, and James Shannon. 

The Secretary, County Surveyor, Mr Elgee, Solicitor, 

and Assistant Surveyors Messrs Treanor, Ennis, O'Neill, 

Cullen and Birthistle were also in attendance. 

The inutes of last meeting were read and confirID9d. 

PAY NTS. 

Treasurer's Advice Note for £2,42ti: 1: 2d as examined 

and signed. 

COUNTY SURVEYOR'S REPORT. 
------------------

The following report was submitted from County SUr-

veyor: -

"On the 21st instant, by arrangement ith :Mr Courtney 

and Pioneer Road construct10n Company, I attended in Gorey, 

and we had a full discussion in regard to the claim of the 

Pioneer Company for material left in Gorey Hill Quarry. Mr 

Courtney subsequently viSited the quarry, and he is to go 

fully into details of figures and subm1 t his award as soon as 

possible. Ear11er on the same day I alked over the whole of 

the Concrete road between Gorey and Courto n, and noted 4e-

fects, and have arranged for repair of same. I also arranged 

in regard to the consolidation of the s1des of the road. 

On the ltith instant I met Lee, Contractor for the new 

gates at Courtown Harbour, discussed the procedure to be adop-

ted, and arranged for the work. Mr Lee has no oommended 
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dismantling the old gates. On the 19th instant, With Mr 

Lee, I inspected the oak logs prepared for us at Castleboro, 

and have arranged for their immediate delivery at Courto n. 

These logs are really of a high quality, and have been very 

carefulq prepared by Mr Coppen. 

I have prepared a fully detailed Specification for the 

rebuilding of Ballygarvan Bridge, and have inserted advert­

isement inviting tenders for the work whiCh I shall submit at 

your meeting. 

Messrs M. 0' Connor and Company, Builders, haye commenced 

the repair work at Fortvie premises. In connection i th 

this matter some arrangements must 'oe made in regard to the 

portion of ' the premises still occupied by the Caretaker. I 

shall arrange that it ill not be necessary to disturb him 

until towards the end of the work, but he Will then have to 

leave the place. 

On the 4th instant I spent sometime at New Ro,SS Bridge 

and took record of the speed of motor lorries passing over the 

bridge. Mr RichardS obtained for me names of the 0 ners of 

the lorries, and I shall submit particulars to the meeting. 

I have been unable, up to the present, to arrange for 

the Committee n:eeting in rega.rd to Insurance Stamps, and, 

possibl~, a date can be fixed at your present meeting. 

The Surface Dressing of roads as arranged under the Road 

Works Scheme is noW in progress, and is at present proceeding 

satisfactorily, subject to ?eather conditions. 

The Secretary has received a claim from Messrs A. Hull 

for balance due on their Contract for Wexford-Ferrycarrig 

Road, and I have gone into details with Mr Elgee. Yop will, 

probably, discuss the whole of this in Committee. 

I have had a co~unication from the Local Government 

I:epartment in regard to the al 1 o cat ion of money for Grants 

this year. I had already been in communication with Mr 

Quigley, Chief Engineer, RoadS Departn:ent, but he is at pres-
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ent on sick leave . I have been asked for suggestions as to 

the difference between laying 411 slab or sandWich zrethod 

concrete on the exford-New Ross Line. I have carefully 

gone into the figures in connection ith tnis, and have rit-

ten to the Local Goverrurent :cepartment. The difference in 

cost between the t 0 systems is in the proportion of 9-7, and 

I consider that better value ould be obtained by the Slab 

road, and, accordingly, I recommended same. A portion of the 

money will be allocated for laying b" slab on Enniscorthy­

Bunclody Road, for something short of a mile, leaving a couple 

of miles to be dealt ith next year . In order to facilltate 

this work, hich must be done out of Cherryorcnard Quarry, I 

have suggested water bound macadam on a snort section of the 

Enniscorthy-Kil tealy road, as e have suitable material alreattY 

blocking the quarry. There is also a small sum to cover the 

extra cost on the GoreY-Courtown Road which was not prOVided 

for in our original proposal for this work." 

Ballygarvan Bridge: The County Surveyor said he had obtained 

one tender for the reconstruction of this bridge from Mr WID. 

Shannon, Ballygarvan, amount £41/2 while the estimate for the 

work as £365. He suggested that the matter might be left 

to the Finance Committee. 

Mr Colfer asked if the County Surveyor could not do "r;ne 

work by direct labour. 

County Surveyor - That is a point worth considering in 

view of the fact that the tender is so high. 

Mr Cooney proposed:-

"That the County Surveyor be instructed to carry out the 

reconstruction ork at Ballygarvan Bridge at a cost not exceed­

ing £3b5 . " 
Mr Colfer seconded and the reS01Ut10n was passed. 

The County Surveyor said he was sa:r; 1sf ied to try and 

carry out the ork at tmJest imated amount at nich he tnought 
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• 
it could be done. Of course an intending Contractor would 

have suitable plant and the Council on the direct labour job 

would have to purchase corresponding plant. 

New Ross Bridge: The County Surveyor reported that tne by-

la provided that the speed across this bridge should not ex-

ceed three miles an hour. It was found on 1st May that nine 

motor vehicles passing over the structure crossed at from lot 

miles to HS miles per hour. He suggested that a couple of the 

worst offenders should be proceeded against and this would 

serve as a warning to the general public. 

Mr Corish considered that prosecutions should be instituted 

against all offending owners of vehicles. 

The Chairman proposed the following resolution WhiCh was 

seconded by Colonel Quin and adopted:- "That the owners of 

the six vehicles found crossing New Ross Bridge at the highest 

11legal speeds on 1st May, 1931, in contravention to by-law 

of the County Council be prosecuted viZ., Electricity Supply 

Board; Messrs Hearne, Ne Ross; Laurence O'Brien, Patrick St., 

aterford; Shelbourne Co-Operative Society, Campile; and Ida 

Co-Operative Creamery, Tullogher, New Ross." 

Committee re Insurance stgmps: It as decided that the Com­

mittee should meet after the termination of County Council 

meeting. 

Wexford-Ferrrcarrig Road: The follo ing correspondence from 

Messrs Alex Hull & co., Pembroke orks, Ringsend Road, Dublin, 

was submitted: - Under date 21st May, 1931, Messrs Hull & Co., 

wrote (NT/BD) as follo 8:-

"We beg to notify you that the maintenance period under 

the terms of the above contract expired on the 19th instant and 

we accordingly demand immediate payment of the sum of one 

thousand eight hundred and seven pounds nineteenfhillingS and 

four pence (£1,ti07:l9:4d) no due to us by your Council under 

the provisions of clauses 11 and lb of the general conditions 
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of the above mentioned contract. 

This sum represents the net amount due to us after 

deducting all moneys which have under this Contract become 

payable by the Contractor to the QounCil , as provided for 

in clause 8 of the said general conditions, together with 

the total amount of payments received to date, as set forth 

on the statement of account attached hereto. 

In this connection we ould dra; your ttention to 

paragraphs numbered 1, 2, and 3 of our letter of the 5th 

February last addressed to W.F. Barry, Esquire, County Sur­

veyor, a copy of which we enclose for your information. 

Your prompt attention to this matter will oblige. II 

The folIo ing is the statement of Account submitted by 

Messrs Hull & Co. :-

It AMOUNT OF CONTRACT ............................. £e , 356: 7: 3 : 

Extra works as previously certified by 
County Surveyor ........................ . 398; 11: 6-: 

£ 8,754: le: 9: 

DEDUCTIONS PROVIDED FOR IN CONTRACT: 

Under Clause 14. 
cost of testing samples £23: 6: 6: 

le9: 0: 0: 212: 6: 6: 

NET AMOUNT PAYABLE UNDER CONTRACT............... £8 , 542 : 12 : 3 : 

Payments received to date 6,734: 12: 11: 

UNDISCHARG D BALANCE DUE TO CONTRACTORS ......... £1,307: 19: 4: 

NOTE : This account relates only to monies no due to the Con-

tractor by the Council under the terms of the Contract and is 

without prejudice to any other claims hich the Contractor 

may have against the Council in respect of other matters." 

Messrs Hull also submitted the follo ing under date 21st 

May, 1931, (NT/BD) from them to the Co. Surveyor:-

"we are obliged for your letter of the 3rd instant not­

ifying us that you have now formally taken over this contract 

from us, and enclosing a further pay order on account for the 
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aurn of £291: 6 : 2d. 

e are again accepting this payment under protest, for 

the following reasons, to hich we have already drawn your at­

tention, viz.:-

1. You have no right whatsoever to make deductions from 

the amount now admittedly due to us under certain specific 

clauses of our Contract, in respect of charges for use of 

Quarries and machinery, the recovery of which is nowhere pro­

vided for under the terms of the Contradt. 

2. We cannot, and ill not, agree to pay you £B0:15:4d. for 

i~e time for machinery. You Clearly stated in your letter 

of Ibth August 1929: "If, from any cause, you find it necess -

ary to leave the plant idle for any period there would be no 

charge provided you can give al ternative work to our two engine 

men." This condition, e, on our part, have invariably com­

plied with. 

3. You have no right whatsoever to hold back a sum of four 

hundred pounds from the amount no due to us under the terms of 

our contract, in respect of matters for hiCh formally dis-

claimed all liability in our letter to you dated 7th January, 

1930. 
Apart from the items above referred to we are in agreement 

with the 'figures set forth in the statement of aocount you sent 

us under cover of your letter, i th one except ion. The total 

net amount shown on sheet 2 is £395:1~:4d., this should read 

£3ge:ll:bd. as previously certified by you in your statement of 

account dated 25th July, 1930." 

It was decided on the motion of Mr Hall seconded by Mt 

'Byrne that this matter be considered in committee. 

The County SUrveyor said that £395 as the correct figure. 

There was an item of £2:13:0: not taken into account in first 

statement. The other figures given by essrs Hull ,was correct 

except that the correction would alter the total to £1~05:b:2: 

Various matters in connection with the Contract having 
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been considered the following resolution was adopted on the 

mot10n of Col. 'QUin seconded by Mr ,O'Byrne:- "That Mr Elgee, 

So11citor, be instructed to defend any proceedings which m~y be 

inst1tuted by essrs Hull & Co., Dublin, in respect of Contract 

for reconstruction of exford- errycarrig Road. " 

Col. Gibbon suggested that Counsel's opinion should b e 

taken but the majority of the meeting did not approve. 

Slab Concrete Roads v Sandwich Concrete Roads: iss O'Ryan 

said that the sandWich road was the best road for farmers. The 

people in the vicinity of main sandwich concrete road at Tom­

coole protested against a road which would give too smooth a 

surface, as horses could not retain a foothold on it. They 

were quite satisfied with the sandWich concrete road. It was 

the people who were working the country and paying the taxes 

who should be considered and not those who ere passing in moto r 

Cal'S. 

Mr Cooney complained of the "waviness" of the Tomcoole 

Road. 
Col one]. Gibbon said this road was good enough to travel 

over up to 35 miles an hour but not suitable for higher speedS. 

It was quite a good road for the traffic passing over it. He 

thought it was a very dangerous experiment to put in a concrete 

slab of only four inches. 

The County Surveyor said they knew comparatively little 

about the actual life of these cement roads but in hiS opinion 

he d1d not think ColoneJ. Gibbon was correct in his stateIJl6nt 

that it Would be much easier carry out repairs on a sand iOO 

concrete road than on one of slab concrete. 

Col. Gibbon asked the County SUrveyor if he could refer 

them to any example of a four inch concrete slab for a main road. 

The County surveyor said he was not a1laxe of one. 

Colonel Gibbon - Then it would be too risky for us to take 

on as an experiment. 
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The following resolution was proposed by Mr Culleton 

and seconded by Mr Hall: - "That we request the Local Govern-

ment :oopartment to sanction the laying down of sandWich con­

crete (4 inch) on the exford-New Ross Road under improvement 

grant and authorise the Council through the County Surveyor to 

advertise for contractors as soon as possible." 

Mr Cooney proposed and M.r Colfer seconded the follo ing 

arpendment: - "That reconstruction work 4)n New Ross Road be 

carried out in four inch slab concrete as recommended by the 

County surveyor." 

On a show of hands 6 voted for the amendment and 12 

against. 

The Chairman declared the amendment lost. 

Mr McCarthy proposed the following further amendment:­

"That consideration of the method by 1tlich reconstruction 

work on New Ross-Wexford road is to be carried out be adjourned 

until the County Surveyor has made enquiries as to the desirabil­

ity of laying down slab 'concrete of four inches." 

Mr Corish seconded but the amendment on a show of hands 

was lost by 7 to 11. 

The Chairman declared the amendment most. 

The original resolution was then put and passed ~ .£Sm. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr 

O'Byrne seconded by Mr Hall: - "That the report of County 

Surveyor presented to this meeting be and is hereby adopted 

except in any .. .,e in which it has been altered or amended by 

resolution. " 

STRIKING OF RA ~S FOR 1931-32. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr Q'Byrne seconded by Col. Quin:-

"That as set out on Forms 42 and 43 and as appearing on 

uinutes of Meeting of wexford County Council held on 23rd March 

1931, and also as advertised in The people, Free Press and 

Echo Newspapers of the 25th April, 1931, e hereby strike the 
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rate for General and separate Charges for financial year 

1931-32, the general rate being fixed at 8/ 4~d in the £ . 

"The sum payable by the occupiers of Agricultural Land 

will be reduced owing to additional Agricultural Grant 1931 

by a further 2/- in the £, over and above the a.wunt adVert ised 

making total reduction in respect of rates assessed on Agric-

ul tural Land 4/6 in the £ . That the amount of Rates for 

separate Charges be as set out on Minutes of county Council in 

respect of ~eting held on 23rd March, 1931 . We allow and 

make the same as assessed in Rate Books, said Rates being in 

conformity with the Valuation in force for the time being as 

set out in the Valuation Lists furnished this Council by Val­

uation Department, subject to allo ances granted under Housing 

Acts, Local Government Act 1925 (Rating of New Buildings Order 

1925) and Local GoverDlU3nt Act 1927· 

"That the allowance of said rates as entered on foot of 

said Rate Books signed by the preSiding Chairman and two mem­

bers present at this meeting be adopted, attested by the seal 

of Wexford County Council and countersigned by the Secretary. 

"That we hereby strike the Drainage Rate for Kilmannock 

Drainage District in accordance with the Schedule of Charging 

Order issued by the Commissioners of Public ~orks under date 

19th January, 1927, and which is set out on Minutes of Meeting 

of Wexford County Council of the 9th May, 1927, subjeot to 

allowance of £37: 10: 0: unexpended balanoe on amount raised for 

works of maintenanoe being credited to accounts of the various 

proprietors in the proportion of the sums payable under the 

Charging Order . 

"That Warrants for collection of Rates included in this 

resolution be sealed and signed. 

"That the Demand of the exford 'County Council on the 

Urban Districts of Enniscorthy, New Ross and exford as ap­

pearing on Form 4l:$ be duly Signed q.nd sealed, the amounts de­

manded from said Urban Districts being as folIo s: -

Ennisoorthy - £2,765: 2: 0: 
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New Ross £2,572: 3: b: 

Wexford £5,~73: 0: 0: 

The Secretary stated that as rembers could see by their 

agendas this was the special business of the meeting. 

WEXFORD COURTHuUSE. 

Under date 23rd MSf, 1931, the County Registrar wrote 

that With reference to the placing of lino on the floor of 

the exford Courthouse he had no received instructions from 

the Judge to make arrangerents to have the bus iness of the Cir­

cuit Court carried out at l!;nniscorthy until such time as this 

matter was attended to. As the Easter sittings of the Circuit 

Court began on 2nd June, the County Registrar asked that his 

letter should be considered immediately by the County Council. 

Mr Corish proposed that the necessary linoleum be procured 

for Wexford Courthouse as requested by the Circuit Judge but 

there was no seconder for the proposal and the matter dropped. 

ROAD 912. 

Under date 11th ay, 1931, Mr Birthistle, Assistant 

surveyor, reported that he had visited this ro on the 17th 

April, and interviewed the Contractor, hom he again saw on 9th 

May . The Contractor claimed £7 for extra work as the road wa.s 

badly cut up by beet traffic. It was still fairly rough but 

showed all the appearance of having been 11 attended to and 

maintained under diff icul ty. He (Mr Birthistle) believed the 

claim was reasonable. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr 

culleton seconded by Mr Hall:- "That a sum of £7 be withdrawn 

from County Contingency Fund and paid to Robert Sheridan for 

extra work carried out on Road 912. 

ENNISCORTHY URBAN DISTRICT COUNCIL AND IN ROADS. 

Under date 20th May, 1931, letter was read from Sean 
',. ,~, 

Gallagher, Town Cler~, nniscorthJJ . Urban Council, that the 

latter had agreed to accept £3~2 forthe maintenance of the Main 
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roads in their area for financial yeax 1931-32. 

FIRE EXTINGUISHING APPARATUS. 

In connection with the follo lng resolution adopted 

at county Council of 11th May, 1931, :-

"That the question of providlng Fire Extinguishing appara­

tus for County Hall be adjourned to next rreeting to whidrn. the 

County surveyoD can report result of Conference with x-Capt. 

pembroke Fire Brigade, II 

The County SUrveyor stated that the Conference had not 

yet been held and it as decided to further adjourn the matter. 

XFORD - KILMORE ROAD. 

Mr Roche asked ln wh :t condi tlon the County surveyor ex­

pected to have the Kilmore-~exford Road before , the summer. It 

was in a very bad state. Kl1more ·was becoming a very popular . 

seaside resort and the people of Kilmore Quay village were re­

lying to a very large extent to make their rent and rates by 

visitors most of hom were from wexford. The men of the visit-

ing families ent in and out to bus iness every day. They ex-

pected to have a good road, while at the moment this was one of 

the orst roadS in the County though it was also ore of the most 

important. 

The County Surveyor did not accept the statement that thi 

as one of the worst roads in the County. A gOOd deal of re-

pairs had been carried out. 

Mt Roche said that from Tenacre cross the holes had been 

filled with sea gravel but this was no use unless bound with 

tar. He proposed the follo ing resolution: - , "That the nec-

essary repairs to Kilmore~wexford Road be carried out immediat­

ely. 

Mr Corish seconded the resolution hich was adopted. 

ROAD ~1EWCASTLE TO BRI roE TOWN. 

Mr Hayes proposed that the road from Ne castle to Bridge­

town should be metalled from Gurtins Quarry. 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



The County surveyor said he had provided for a certain 

amount of material from Gurt ins Quarry and the balance was sea 

gravel. The estimated amount for maintenance ould not sllow 

of the wholtstretch being maintained by material from Gurtins. 

Col. Quin proposed and Mr Roche seconded the following:­

"That the road from Newcastle to Bridgetown be maintained 

as fax as is possible by material from Gurtins Quarry." 

On a show of handS ten voted for the amend.rrent and ten 

against. 

It was then decided to take a. poll Which resul ted as 

follows: -

For the amendnent - MeSs:us Culleton, Dt Arcy, toran, Gibbon, 

Hall., Meyler, urphy, Quin, Roche and the Cha.irman - 10 .. 

Against - essrs Clince, Colfer, Cooney, Cor ish , Cummins, 

Hayes, Keegan, cCarthy, OtByrne, Shannon -10. 

MiSS u 'Ryan did not vote. 

The Chairman gave his casting vote in fa:vour of the amend-

ment Which he declared carried . 

On being put as the sue tantive motion it passed ~ £.Q.ll. 

TAR B ILERS. 

A discussion took place as to the hour at Which boilers 

were lit for preparation of tar or bitumen for road spraying 

and as the practice amongst the Surveyors was not uniform it 

~~ decided the Co. SUrveyor should consider the matter and re­

port with a view to arriving at a uniform procedure. 

ANNUAL MEETING OF T"rlE COUNCIL. 
-----------------------

Mr OtByrne proposed and Mr McCarthy seconded the follo -

ing resolutlon:- IIThat the anrrual meeting of exioa:d County 
T~sday 

Council be held on ~, 23rd June, 1931," 

AS an azrendment Col. Quin proposed and Mr Hall seconded 

the following: - "That the armual neet ing of Wexford County 

Council be held on Tuesday 30th June, 1931." 
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was 
A pollftaken on the ameIldrIent with the folloWing result:-

For 30th June - Messrs Culleton, D'ircy, O' Byrne , Gibbon, 

Hall, 'eyler , urphy, QUin, Roche, and the Chairman - 10. 

For 23rd June - essrs Clince, Colfer, Cooney, Corish, 

Cummins, Hayes , Eeegan, McCarthy, otHyrns, O' Ryan and Shannon 

- 11. 

It was then dec ided to fix the annual me et ing f or the 

23rd June, 1931. 

GOV NT GRANTS. 

Under date 11 th May, 1931, the :oopartment of Local 

Government wrote (R.G .. 32) that a payment of £lb03 final 

payment in respect of Road maintenance Grant for 1930-31 had 

been made to the Treasurer of the Council . 

The ~cretary reported that the followi ng Grants had been 

received since last meeting of the Councl1:- Medical and 

Education Grant £1035; Sanitary Salaries, £13~; Mental Hospital 

£1975· 

NATIONAL MONUMli:NTS LOUAL ADVISORY CO ITTEE. 
--------~----------------~------------

The secretary reported that the Council had agreed to 

provide a sum of £9 for the purchase of a complete set of six 

inch scale maps of Co. exford on hich the Local Ad sory 

~mmittee under Ancients onuments Act were to indicate the 

position of ancient monuments and objects of histor ical interest 

but he had letter from Stationery Office under date 22nd ay, 

·1931, that the cost ould be £11: l~: 0: 

Mr O'Byrne proposed and Mr Culleton seconded the 1'0110 ing 

resol ut ion which was adopted after discussion: - "That subject 

to the sanction of the Local Government Department this COuncil 

agrees to provide a full set of six inch ordnance survey maps 

with Index for Co . exford at a cost of £11 : Id: 0;" . 

LOCAL AUTHOR! TIJ£S ( OFF I Ch:RS & EMPLOYEES ~ Acrrf. 92b 
SECTION 5. 

------------------------------------
The secretary of the General Council of Co. Counclls lor-
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warded copy of opinion of r Cecil Lavery K. C. as to the 

powers of the in1ster for Local Government under above 

mentioned section. 

Mr Lavery held that it was not necessary for a local 

authority to obtain the prior sanction of the Minister before 

making an appointment under the provisions of the sect10n 

but that the M1nister's sanct10n was necessary for the person 

appo1nted. 

UNIVERSITY SCHOLARSHIP SCHEME. 
-----------------

Applications for award of Un1vers1ty SCholarsh1p were 

received from the follow1ng:-

Lallrence Butler, Lambs town, K1l1ur1n. 

Joseph Byrne ,4, Francis Street, Wexford. 

Raymond E.G. Corish, Odessa, exford. 

Henry F. Iby1e, Bishopswater, exford. 

Margaret Mary E. Flood, Rosemount, Enniscorthy. 

Joseph F. Flynn, Bal 1 yvo clare , Qampile. 

James D. Ffrendh., 7 Rowe st~eet, Wexford. 

John A. Furlong, 2 Old Pound, exford. 

Thomas F. Hall, 10, Cornrnarket, exford. 

Thomas H1ggins, onamolin, Rathnure, Enniscorthy. 

Ita Mary Kehoe, Abbey View, Ferns. 

Mary Kavanagh, Hollyfort, Gorey. 

Mary Frances Kelly, 18 North Main street, exford. 

James Micha& Kenny, 14, Peasse Street, Gorey. 

Barbara Lowe, udlintown, Wexford. 

Elizabeth ary cAuliffe, Johnstown, Clonegal. 

Mary argaret 0' Hanlon, Fay the , exford. 

Patrick B. O'Reilly, Killanne, Enn1scorthy. 

Michael Tobin, Bobreen Hill, Ennis cor thy . 

George Whitmore, Bishopw~ter, exford. 

The Finance Committee recommended the folloWing as 

eligible to compete for award:- Laurence Butler,Joseph Byrne, 

Henry F. Doyle, Margaret M. Flood, Joseph Flynn, John A. Fur-
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lomg, 'nlomas F. Hall, T.o.omas Higgins, Mary Kavanagh, James 

Kenny, Barbara-Lowe, ary . O' Hanlon, P.J. O'Reilly, and 

Michael Tobin. 

s' 

The Finance Committee considered that the parents or 

guardianS of tne folIo 1ng applicants were in a position to 

provide for them University Education:- Raymond E.G.Corish, 

Jas. D. Ffrench, Ita Mary Kehoe, ary Francis Kelly, and 

Elizabeth Mary cAuliffe and recommended that applications 

should not be accepted. 

They alSo recommended that further information should be 

sUbmitted as regards the Circumstances of George Whitmore. 

As regards app11cat10n of John J. Furlong, Mr Mcca.rthy 

gave the follow1ng notice of motion at Finance Committee on 21st 

May:-

UThat John A. Furlong, Old pound, exford, be regarded as 

eligible to compete for University Scholarship notwithstanding 

the fact that he was 20 years old on 11th June, 1931, whereas 

the scheme provides that the ages of accepted candidates shall 

not exceed 20 on 1st August, 1931. It should be pointed out 

that the intention of the County Counc1l as regards Univers1 ty 

Scholarsh1p Schen:e was to keep 1 ts provisions as close as poss­

ible, to the conditions govern1ng the Leav1ng Cert1f1cate Exam­

inations under the D3partment of ducation. 

"It 1s also necessary to bear in mind that some years ago 

the Authori t1es of the Department of Education extended the age 

period to cover cases in Which pupil's course of study was in­

terrupted for some val1d reason, and it is certa1n that the 

Scholarship Committee would have suggested this change in the 

syllabus of Co. Council Scheme had they been made aware of the 

COncess10n given in this respect by the Department of Education~ 

The secretary stated in reply to a query that the app11c­

ations ere distributed as follows:-

From Rural areas, 7; From Urban Areas, 13, made up as f 01-

lows:- Ennis cor thy. Town, 2; Gorey Town 1 and exford Town 10. 

The following resolution was proposed by Mr Corish secon-

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



ded by Miss O'Ryan:- "'!hat 1/!i1ry Francfs Kelly, 18 North 

Main street, exford, be regarded as eligible to compete for 

University scholarship on the understanding that if successful 
) 

in being recommended for award by the Academic Council of 

University College, Dublin, the scholarship which has been 

already awarded to her brother ~t present a teacher in traini~ 
be regarded as cancelled." 

This resolution was adopted. 

The secretary explained that George Whitmore's father 

was employed in the factory of Wexford eat Supply Co. as a 

labourer. 

Colonel Quin proposed and r D'Arcy econded the follow­

ing resolution:-

"That we cannot regaxd Patrick J. O'Reilly, Kill anne , 

Enniscorthy, as eligible to compete for University Scholarship 

as his father is Principal Teacher in ~lementary school~ 
A poll was taken with the following result:- I 

For the resolution- Messrs Colfer, Cooney, CUlleton, 

D' Arcy, Doran, Gibbon, Hayes, Keegan, eyler, .Murphy, Quin, 

O'Ryan, Roche and tbe Chairman - 14. 

Against - -essrs Clince, Corish, McCarthy, O'Byrne and 

Shannon - 5. 

eesrs Cummins and Hall (2) ere not present when poll 

was t.a,ken. 
'ine Chairman declared the motion carried. 
The following resolution was proposed by Col. Quin, sec-

onded by r D' !rcy and adopted: - "That e approve of the 

folIo tog as eligible to compete for award of University Schol­

arship:- Loe. Butler, Joseph Byrne , Henry F. Doyle, Margaret 

Mary Flood, Joseph F. Flynn, John A. Furlong, Thomas F .Hall, 

Thomas Higgins, ary Kavanagh, ary Francfs Kelly, James 

Kenny, Barbara. 10 e, Mary . O'!ianlon, . Tobin and Geogge 

Whitmore (15). And that the applications of the following 

be rejected:- Raymond E.G. Corish, Ja~es D. Ffrenoh, Ita 

Mary Kehoe, Elizabeth Mary MCAuliffe , and Patrick J. O'Reilly 
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PETROL PUMP LICENCE. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr Keegan seconded by Colonel Quin:-fl "That Petrol Pump 

Licence issue to JOhn Roche, erchant, Camolin, on condition 

that tank is placed at position pointed out to applicant by 

Assistant surveyor for the district." 

POISONS AND PHARMACY ACT LICENCE. 

The following resolution as adopted on the motion of 

r O'Byrne seconded by Mr Hall:-

"That Licence under Poisons and Pharmacy Act issue to 

Miss AnaStasia Somers, erchant, Coolgreany." 

RESOLUTION GALWAY COUNTY COUNCIL. 
D4PRISONMENT OF REPUBLICANS. 

The following resolution from Galway Co. Council as 

~pted on the motion of Mr Keegan seconded by Mr D'Arcy:-

"That we, the members of the Galway County Council, 

unanimously join Comhairle Iarthiar Midhe in protesting 

agains t the imprisonment of Liam Caomhanach by the usurping 

Government of Northern Ireland. and its henchmen. We further 

protest against the savage sentences of six months inflicted 

on Padraig SWeeney and twelve months on Tomas agRai th, the 

charges against these Republicans were that they were in pos­

session of Republican Literature and a further charge against 

Padraig Sweeney with uttering Republican sentiments at the 

Easter Commemoration in Newry." 

Col. Quin proposed:- "Tha.t no a.ction be taken in ref­

erence to resolution of Gal ay County Council as t~ impris­

onment of Republ icans . n 

This was not seconded and the original resolution was 

then put and declared carried. 

DE-RATING COMMISSION. 

A request from the General Council of Co. Councils under 

date 9th May, 1931 (adjourned from last meeting of the Council) 
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asking the Cotnlcil to furnish their views on the Report of 

tb.6 D:l-Rating Commission and the proposals of the Government 

for the relief of the agricultural industry was discussed. 

The secretary gave a resume of the findings of the 

majority and minority reports. 

iss O'Ryan - e should express our greatest dissatis-

faction with the majority report. e should not be surprised 

in that when you see that not a single nember responsible 

for the majority report was representative of the agricultur­

al industry. They were ~ig people ith fat salaries, who were 

afraid it Would touch income tax, and who have no sympathy 

with agriculture, and no sympathy with the country at all. 

They tell you that you would ant to provide this and that, 

to go in for better farming stock, better shedS, markets, 

and so forth, but they did not tell you Where you ere to get 

the money. 'Ihree yea.rs ago we brought forward a resolution 

1n favour of De-Rating, and we were put back in th~first i n­

stance on the plea that it was a question not to be discussed -

that it was a pol it ical rna tter . Later it came on again, and 

we were told by some of the members it was not advisable to 

do anything about it, that there was a Comrllission Sitting, 

and that the report would be favourable to the agricul turaJ. 

communi ty. Some time ago when I suggested a resolution 

Whereby relief to the extent of one million pounds should be 

made available for the farmers, it was turnad down in favour 

of the one that the De-Rating Commission was sitting, and 

from which it was contended we would get at least a million. 

The commission has now reported, and you can see we are not 

getting that muCh, and I notice there is no complaint at all 

from the Farmers' Party. e bare, as a. county council, 

should express our total dissatisfaction with the majority 

report, and I ish to propose a resolution to the effect that 

we turn down in the most empha.tic manner the majority report 

of the D:l-Rating Commission. 
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Mr D'Arcy - I second that resolution. What Miss O'Ryan 

says is perfectly true - that the people w~o composed the maj­

ority report have very little sympathy with the farmers. It 

was the sane with the Dublin Chamber of Comn:erce. They talk 

about producing more and adopting better methods, and so forth, 

forgetting that no matter how muCh is produced the sale of 

that production is always controlled by supply and demand. The 

Government went to a lot of trouble passing Acts of parlIament, 

and expending a lot of money in improving the method of market-

ing the expor~ of eggs. But did they improve the price of 

eggs 1 They dis improved it. The report is an insul t to the 

agricul tural community, and we should take it as such. 

Mr McCarthy - I would not say that the te-Rating Commission 

has been entirely a faIlure. The Commission was composed of a 

body of men - very intellectual men of high standing in the 

count;y, and included men who were keen and practical farmers. 

~ere were some, Who issued the majority report, in other sPheres 

of life, but, at the same ttwe they gave great attention to 

the business, heard a large number of witnesses from allover. .. ' 
the country, and collected a mass of evidence. They devoted 

considerable' time to the studying of the items, and I certainly 

would not agree that their conclusions are going to go for 

nought. They made certain recommendations , and if these 
+- . recommendations were taken wholeheartedly allover the country, 

" they would form the basis of agricultural prosperity. te-Rating, 

went on Mr cCaIthy, is all very good in its own way, but is d&­

rating going to make the farming community prosperous 1 I have 

seen in the report of the Commission that two-thirds of the fax­

mers have a valuation of £15 and under. On that valuation these 

people would save, through de-rating, £3 or £4 per year. That 

amount is, so small, tha tit would not make any farmer prosper-

ous. On the 0 ther hand the man wi th a val ua tlon of £45 ould 

save from £10 to £12 per year or scarecely that. IS that 
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going to 'make farming prosperous? I don't think it is. Some-

thing else must be done. The recommendation as to better 

marketing facilities and an eas ier method of credit are import­

ant points in their findings, and ought to be taken up and put 

into operation by legislation or otherwise. It is not three, 

four or five poundS that a farmer is going to save is going to 

make him prosperous, but he should be put into the position to 

earn ten times that. . e are all inter-dependent, and it ought 

to be for everybody ' to see that the farming community is prosper­

ous, and every effort should be made, instead of decrying the 

recommendations of the Conmission, that they be taken up and 

studied, and see Whatever good is in them, and I believe there 

is, put into operation. It frequently happens that farmers are 

forced to set1 immature stock to meet a pressing liability. He 

is not, perhaps, otherwise able to meet it, and if he could get 

ready money to meet that pressing liability it would put him on 

his feet. '!here is also the question of providing seeds and 

manure, and of the man not being in the position to purchase 

them. At our doors, in England, there is a big market which 

could be developed, and instead of the present trade we are 

doing wi th England it could be considerably increased, instead 
• 

of having it captured by foreign coun1;"kes like Denmark and else­

where. There is a great scope for development in that respect. 

I agree that the overhead expenses of the farmers should be re­

duced, and it was for that the £750,000 was given. I am sorry 

it was not more, and would be glad to see it more, for it is des­

irable that the overhead expenses should be reduced. The whole 

difflcul ty 1S where the money is to come from, and any substant­

ial sum to be raised must come through. taxation. 

Mr McCarthy referred to the various methods which had been 

suggested to cut down taxation but held they were not practicable. 

Continuing he said then there was the suggestion to retain the 

land annuities. That contention 1s persevered in, and I say it 

has been shown over and over again by people who are in pos i t10n 

to make those statements, that e have no legal or moral right to 
" 
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these annuities. The annuities belong to the bond holders -

the people who subscribed to the stoCk to enable the farmers 

of Ireland to become proprietors. This advocacy of the retent­

ion of land annuities is in direct contravention to the teach­

ings of Parnell. When the question to buyout the landlords 

first arose, where was the money to come from It as first 

suggested that a land bank be instituted to finance the pur­

chase from the landlord, and the land ba~ were to have a mort­

gage on the farms, and the tenants were to pay to the land bank: 

a certain amount of money annually until the mortgage was cleared 

off. That did not happen. Instead the British Government 

created stock, which was isswd to the public, and the public 

were asked to subscribe to it, and the British Government guar-

anteed the interest and created a rederription fund. If they 

had not given that guarantee nobody would have subscrllbed, ith 

the resul t that there, would be no ' money available for the far­

mers to buyout their land. When the money, through the ~toCk 

being subscribed to, was made available, the tenants signed a 

contract to pay so much in annui ty for a certain number of 

years, in clearing off that interest and redemption fund, and if 

that contract is not carried out the Whole question of 'his title 

arises. This very question as to the non-payment of land an­

nuities was raised in the height of the land agitation. In 1883 

paxnell had an interview i th the editor of an influential par­

isian newspaper, "llie Clarion", and some oonths ago that inter­

view was published in "The exford People" newspaper. The editor 

asked Parnell what ould happen if the tenant farmers of Ireland 

refused to pay. Parnell replied - liThe, day that the Irish far­

mer became proprietor and refused to pa;y he wi 11 be expropria,ted 

and the land sOld. II That is in short, continued r Mccarthy, 

what they were asked to do today. That is one of the means 

strongly suggested for raising the money for de-rating, but what­

ever method is suggested to raise the money I do not think that 

this is one that comrrendS itself to the farmers of Ireland. 

Mr Roche in criticising the majority report the recommend-
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ations of which he said had come upon him i th surprise 

said there as only one practical farmer on the Commission 

and when he proposed a recomDlendation for relief he could 

not find a seconder. If the large farqler benef i ted by de-

rating the Unemployment Bill would be cut do n. .A!3 regards 

the benefit of £3 or £4 to the small farmer it would surprise 

many if they could realise what a real benefit even this small 

sum was to a small farmer. It was all very well to urge the 

farmer to produce more but all crops at the present moment were 

being sold belo the cost of production. Then a man could not 

stock his land without capital hich was not available except 

at an exorbitant rate of Interest. The Government instead of 

giving them-in the County exford - relief, sent down a County 

Medical Officer of Health costing £1000 a yea% and which would 

probably be increased. This appointment s made at a tine 

hen the children of the small farmer and of the labourer ere 

actually hungry. '!here was little use in having chi 1 drens ' 

teeth or tonsilS looked after if they had not got their breakfast. 

r Keegan said that if any farmer had to take the advice 

given by the inister for Agriculture two and a half years 

ago to keep one more co and one more sow he would now be in 

the County Home . 

. r Culleton said that the Aeport of the Commission as 

disappointing, and the action of the Gove rnment more so when 

they had many intelligent farmers and people in their evidence 

before the Commission to tell them of the ways and means to 

provide for de-rating. He went on to say that an attentive 

hearing was given to the Chambers of Co~rce, and the deaf 

ear given to the evidence on behalf of the agricultural com­

munity. The farmers had themselves to blame, ano. at the next 

general election it was up to them to see their business prop­

erly attendSd to. 

Col. Quin - I don't 1 ike that las t remark. 1'" may say 

thank God we have a good Goverrment. I don' t think we could 
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get any better in this country. Of course we should like if 

they did more, but I don't mow if they could. It is very 

easy to say: "You are enemies to thiS, if you dont t agree 

wi th me." Where are you to get the money? Is it frornfne air ? 

If you get it from one place you must take it from somewhere 

else. I agree that de-rating is very nice. I lose on my 

own farming, but at the same time I dont t know :ahere the money 

is going to come from for de-rating. But thank God we have 

the Government we have now, and I ill certainly vote fo'them 

until the end. 

Colonel Gibbon thought that more attention could have been 

given by the De-Rating Commission to the question of the roads, 

and not have all the cost fallon farmers. There should have 

been something in the report that they had reached a time to cry 

'hal t n to all benefit schemes unti{tm County could really afford 

to p :y for them. Proceeding Colonel Gibbon referred to the 

cost of sewerage and other sChemes in this connection, which 

were all very good, but were leading to ever increasing expend­

iture, and where, he asked, was the halt to be called. The Com­

mission had not suggested any limit to where that expenditure 

could be stopped. something, he said, should have been done on 

that question. If they had more farmers on the Commission he 

believed more attention would have been probably paid to that 

side of the question. 

r Cua~ins at some le~ referred to the retention of the 

land annuities in respect of which he said £128,000 was export-

ed every year. This money was the produce of the land and he 

wanted it to come into the County Council. No matter what pro­
no 

posals were made by the De-Rating Commission there ould be/pros-

perity in the County so long as thiS £128,000 was sent across 

the Channel. r cCarthy had stated this was a legal question 

Eminent Counsel had advised that the retention of the annuities 

was perfectly legal and the next Government when in power would 

prove its legality by withholding the money. 
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If the ~ommission had to bring into their report that there 

would be no rate it would make the country and COl11'1luni ty in­

dependent at the moment. Tne people ould gu to work ith a 

will, and would not be in fear of the process server. ' AS soon 

as you make up your minds - r McCarthy, I hope I Will convert 

you, you are an able advocate if you ere on our side - go and 

vote for Fianna Fail at the next election, and they will tell 

you all about the annuities. 

r Corish said that complete de-rating woUld do the farmer 

some gOO~ut not sufficient to get over the present situation. 

Tjere was certainly very little use, in view of the position 

of affairs, in telling the fa.rmers to keep one more cow and one 

more sow and till another acre of ground. The ~osition at the 

moment was that the farmer, at'~, beginning of the year, did 

not kIlo ether he should till his land. It as a huge 

gamble as he could not forsee how he was going to dispose of 

his produce. at as required was for the Government to give 

a. guarantee or set up aational granaries as outlined by Arthur 

Griffi th, and see that the price for the produce was commensurate 

with the cost of production. The matter, he said, wOulfave 

to be approached that way. A man i th a valuation from £10 

to £15 - and there were a huge number of farms in the country 

with a 10 valuation - would not derive any good from full de-

rating. Tt was only a. quack remedy, and something greater 

would have to be done. 1)3 Valera found out in the Dail 

that the million of relief fqr farmers hich his party had pro-

posed would do very little good. The amendment of the Labour 

party asking for a relief on a valuation basis would, however, 

have afforded real relief. He heard a lot about de-rating of 

farms but nothing about the additional tax on sugar. It was 

plain that the poor people who had to pay that were in a worse 

position than the farmer. Even the man trying to live on 6s. 

Home Help would have to pay 2d per week extra for sugar. It 

looked very small but 2d taken off 66. was a very big sum. 

r Corish then:made a strong appeal to farmers to purchase Irieh 
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manufactured machinery. In connection With Land Annuities 

he said that if a. corutierence could be arranged between the 

British Government and the Irish Government some relief could 

be obtained. He did not think they would do any good by 

shouting and telling the peojle not to pay. That would in-

jure the credit of the country. If a conference of the dif-

ferent parties was arranged, and they agreed to the sinking 

of their differences for a short ttme, to go into the question 

of the land annuities, he believed something could be done. 
they had 

But so long as/catCh cries and counter cries on the subject 

between the two big political parties nothing would be done, 

and the farmers will ·suffer. 

The Chairman said that the report of the majority of the 

De-Rating Commission could not be justified but they should not 

be surprised at this when they considered the personnel of the 

Commission, many of whom had no interest in agricul ture. It 

was difficult to get over people who did not know the rudtments 

of agricultyre making a number of pious recommendations to 

practical farmers. He denied the statement in the majority 

report that even if they had full de-rating it would not im­

prove production. He Chairman denied this most strongly. A 

man ho would be relieved of rates amounting to £40 or £50 more 

would certainly produce more. It was a downright lie to deny 

that this would not happen. The ways and means to find the 

money for full de-rating had been put before the Commission but 

they were not listened to. The Conmission had treated the far-

mers most unjustly. Agriculture was the mainstay of the County . 
and if it as let down the countf was let do,vn. Continuing the 

Chairman said that our farmers' representatives did notjPut the 

question they should about de-rating in the Dail, and if they 

had I believe myself that de-rating could have been got without 

~ commission at all, and full de-rating, too. I have nothing 

further to add, but am very glad to have a full expression of 

opinion from the County Council. It on't do any harm. The 
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agricultural relief we got ill help to a considerable ex­

tent, but I believe we should have had full rate off the 
I 

agricul tural land. The question of de-rating in ngland is 

al ways drummed into our ears , and it has been said it is 

not an agrICultural countnr. Remember a.gricul ture is not 

alone de-rated in England, but industry to the extent of 

three-fourths, and it is on a par or in proportion to what 

our relief on agricul tural land would amount to if we got 

full de-rating. If we got full de-rating it would go along 

way to relieve distress in the country. l))es anybody ser-

iously tell me that £100 put into my pocket would not do me 

any good. I cannot understand that . I would have power 

to spend it. I know it would do me some good and I could pro-

vide employment i th it. In conclusion the Chairman said 

the recommendations of the Commission were the biggest insult 

ever offered. the farming community. 

MiSS O'Ryan's resolution was then put and adopted nem con. ----
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