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A meeting of the Wexford County Council was held on 

9th March, 1931, in County Council Chamber, County Buildings, 

Wexford. 

Mr • Doyle (Chairman)· presided and there were also 

present essrs :- John Brennan, James Clince, Patrick ColfSr, 

Thomas Cooney, Richard Cor ish, John CUlleton, John CUmmins, 

Timothy F. D'Arcy, James Gaul, Col. C.M. Gibbon, James Hall, 

Michael Jordan, Williron P. Keegan, Thomas aylor, Thomas 

cCarthy, John MUrphy, Sean O'Byrne, Miss Nellie OtRyan, 

Col. R.P. ¥iemyss QuiI?-, James Shannon, Myles Smyth, and James 

.I!:. Walsh, 

The Secretary,' ASsistant Secretary, County Surveyor, 

r Elgee, Mt Treanor, Assistant Surveyor, and Rate Inspector 

ere in attendance. 

The Minutes of last meeting ere read and confirmed. 

PAYMENTS. 

Treasurer's Advice Note for £582: 5: 2d. was examined 

and signed. 

ESTI TES OF RATES FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 1931-32. 

Road Works SCheme:l~31-32:- The following under date 3rd 

arCh, 1931, (R/RGM/32) vas read from the Department of Local 

Government(Roads):-

"In reply to your letter of the 28th ultimo, I am direct­

ed by the 1inister for Local Government and Publ ic Heal th to 

inform you that he assents to a departure from the Public Bodies 

Order , to enable the Wexford County Council to reconsider 

their Road Works Scheme on the 9th instant." 

Colonel Gibbon said the Government had absolute po er a 

regard amount of Grant they would provide. The Council could 

see from the letter of the Department under date 23rd February, 

1931 (R/RGM/32) copy of hich by directions of the Finance 

Committee as fUrnished to each member that unless they ere 
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prepared to fall in with the ishe of the Department in the 

matter no Grant for roads ould be forthcoming . The Govern-

ment ere doing as he said they oUld have done - using the 

Road Fund money as a bribe to the County Council to raise a high­

er Rate for roads than already agreJ to. The Council ~ere 
under the impression in allocating £40,000 as the complete sum 

for road maintenance they ould receive from the Government a. 

Grant of £6162 , so that they would have to actually raise only 

a sum of close on £34,000 . It COUld, however, be seen from 

the letter of the 23rd February, 1931, to Which he had referred, 

that unless the Council were sat isf ied to increase the allocat ion 

for ain Roads, no Government Grant ould be forthcoming . He 

then proposed the follOWing resolution:- "That a sum of 

£50,000 be raised for Road Maintenance for financial year 1931- 32 

of which £25,405 is to be allocated for maintenance of ain 

Road , this increased allocation to be given on the understanding 

that the usual 40 a Government Grant will be paid on the amount 

allotted for ain Road maintenance viz . , £25,405 . It 

The Chairman in seconding the motion comrnented upon the 

fact that the amount of Motor Tax raised in t he County was as 

high as in the case of any other rat ing authority with the ex­

cept ion of Dubl th. He cons idered they were badly treat ed by 

the Government. The Councillors came there t o carryon the 

busine s of the County to the best of their ability, and if a 

majority decided to strike a rate of £40,000 they e~ overruled 

and overridden to this extent by the Department . • The hol e 

po ition of Local Administration was reduced to a farce and look­

ing at the situation from a common-sense point of view it would 

seem as if the Councillors should not be there at all . However, 

they certainly had more brains than to throW a; ay £10 ,000 , and 

were not going to sacrifice this amount for the upholding of 

their 0 n opinion. 

The following amenamEint was proposed by Mr Culleton and 

seconded by Mr D' Arcy :- "That the total amount viz ., £15 ,405 

allocated at last meeting by the County Council for maintenance 
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of Main roads be deleted from the Road vorks Scheme in view 

of the refusal of the Department of Local Government to make 

available the usual State Grant on the Council's allocation for 

ain Roads." 

Colonel Gibbon hoped that r Culleton would ithdra his 

proposi t ion, because if it were carried they were going to come 
would 

into direct loggerheads ith the L. G. D.,/forfeit the grant, 

and would not increase their rate. They ould leave their 

main roads without any expenditure on them this year. That 
• ould be all right if they had. several more years of life for 

that Council, but he thought it ould be rather unfair to sadElle 

a ne County Council coming in in June with the main roads in 

the condition that they ould be in under r Culleton'S proposit­

ion. The money that the Council voted to the Main roads as an 

absolute irreducible minimum. It did not make for any improve-

ment in the roads, and it did not make for their maintenance in 

a manner that might "ea onably be expected, but it did give 

sufficient to prevent irretrievable deterioration on the main 

roads. If r CUlleton's proposition were carried it would 

le4d in hi (Col.Gibbon's) opinion, to such deterioration on the 

main roads that ould not only have to be met by an equal rate 

next- year, but bV an increased rate to make good the abnormal 

deterioration that-would take place. 

Mr Corish certainly disagreed With the proposal put forward 

by r Culleton. He thought it an absolutely irresponsible 

proposition, made without giving thought to the subject. very-

one iould admit that the amount of money as not sufficient to 

keep the roads as everyone would like and to bring forward a 

proposal of that kind simply from the pOint of view of spite, 

so to speak, was certainly not what he ~ould expect from one 

ho said he represented the ratepayers. Mr Culleton said that 

motor taxpayers were entitled to some consideration. That was 

a different argument from the-one used when striking the rate. 

If they reduced the rate it was the motor car owners that Would 

suffer. H ouldmot like to be entirely dependemt on the 
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amount of money collected in the County in motor taxa, ion 

in past years, because they had got infinitely more than the 

amount collected in motor taxation for three or four years,and 

he did not think the Council should seriously consider ,r Cul­

leton' s proposition. After all, there as . depression 

amongst the farmers , but there as alSo depression among the 

labourers, and surely they should endeavour to keep some of 

them working . The minimum rate would be responsible for a 

big reduction in the number employed, and he appealed to !IX 

Culleton to withdra hi proposition, and enable the Council 

to have the £25,000 , for main road maintenance . It as rather 

unbusine s like putting forward ~ proposal hich ould have 

the iifect of not alone accentuating depression amongst work­

ers but mulcting the Rate payer in increased rates in future 

years . 

Mr Culleton said that the L. G. D. anted to bully the 

council into agreeing to their ishes, ' and the Council should 

not al10 themselves to be coerced. 

After further discu sion a poll was taken ith the fol -

10 ing result:-

For - ~ssr Culleton, Mayler, D' Arcy - 3· 
Against - Messrs Gibbon, Quin, cummins, Keegan, O' Ryan, 

Brennan, O' Byrne , Murphy, Colfer , Clince, Corish , Gaul, 

and the Chairman - 13. 
The follo ing Councillor were not present hen poll as 

taken: - essrs Cooney, Hall , Jordan, <cCarthy , Smyth, Jalsh 

and Shannon - 7· 
The Chairman declared the am3ndment lost. 

Ml' O'Byrne mentioned that on Saturday last the Gorey 

Tenders committee at for the purpose of conSidering tenders 

for 22 roads . Five of them ere tendered for as prices re 

too 10 to induce pe~ple to take up the work . He proposed 

that a further allocation of £1000 for the 3rd and 4th Cla s 

County Roads be made from the contingency Fund. 
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The motion as not seconded and on the suggestion of the 

Chairman as ithdrawn. 

In connection ith the proposed Grant of £16215 from the 

Department of Local Government (Roads) for impro~ement orks 

the County Surveyor mentioned that he had proposed to apply 

this money to the concreting of the section of exford- New Ross 

Road via Gamross, and to the road between Enniscorthy and Bun­

clody . 

r urphy compiained that although the County Surveyor 

had promised to put . the exford-Duncannon line into a reason­

able state of repair there was not a word about thi road no . 

He considered the people of the District ere entitled to their 

proportion of the Road Grant . 

The County Surveyor pOinted out that the policy of the 

L. G. D. as to give all the money for improvement of .lain 

roads and they had decided not to deal ith the link roads 

(of hich the Wexford-Duncannpn Line was one) before all the 

Main roads ere dealt ith . 

i s O' Ryan suggested it ould be advi able for the Coun­

cil to consider the details of the orks the County Surveyor 

proposed to submit to Mr Quigley of the L. G. D. She thought 

it iould be better to do a lon~~r stretch of road in a cheaper 

manner , bll1 using what was known as "sandwich concrete ." At 

present people we·re not doing things in the best possible way 

for the sake of appearance . By doing cheaper ork they ould 

probably get as good results as regards e~r and tear; though 

it might not look quite so good. 

r Colfer proposed that one- third of the extra £10 ,000 

allocated to ain Roads be spent on the Wexford-Duncannon Line . 

tt urphy se conded. 

The County Surveyor sugge ted that a Cornmi ttee be et 

up, to present to the nepartment a well considered scheme 

relative to the expenditure of the Imppovement Grant . 

Colonel Gibbon was of opinion that it would be better 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



for the County Surveyor and Vll' Quigley, Chief Roads Engineer, 

to consider a sCheme in the first instance and to submit same 

to a COITmittee Which could report in detail to the County 

Council. 

In reply to Mr urphy the County Surveyor tated that 

the amount which as allocated for the forthcoming financial 

year for the three sections of road bet ,een exford Urban and 

ellingtonbridge was £300, £342, and £314, respectively, a 

total of £956. 

After further discussion r Colfer agreed to ithdraw 

his motion hen the following was proposed by Mt O'Byrne, 

seconded by Mr Murphy and passed:- "That in vie of the 

wretched condition of the Duncannon Line viz., (Wexford to 

Duncannon) we hereby agree to increase the allocation in the 

Road Works Scheme under consideration by 100 %. 
Mr Shannon complained of the condition of the Bunclody 

. Ne Ross Road and stated he ould bring up the matter at a 

subsequent meeting. 

Colonel Gibbon's resolution as to the allocation of 

£50,000 for road maintenance as then passed r£ID con. --
The follOWing resolution was adopted on the motion of 

r O'Byrne seconded by Mr D'Arcy:- "That the £25,405 for 

ain road maintenance agreed to at this meeting be allocated 

by the County Surveyor in conformity ith the amounts allotted 

by him for each Main and link road in his original allocation, 

as appearing in Provisional Road Works SCheme less £956 special­

ly allocated by this meeting to Wexford-Duncamon link road. " 

School 1l.1edical service: In connect ion i th the refusal of 

the County Board of Health to adopt a Scheme in pur uance of 

Section 11 of the public Health Medical Treatment of Children 

(Ireland) Act, 1919, for medical inspection of school ahild-

ren the follo igg letter under date 3rd March, 1931, (P.H.12l34/ 

31 Loch Garman. Ab) as read:-

II I am directed by the ~.inister for Local Government and 
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Public Health to advert to his letter of the 25th ultimo 

consenting to an extension to the 9th instant of the time 

for the consideration by the Wexford County Council of the 

estimates and rate for the year ending the 31st mrCh, 1932, 

and I am to inquire whether the Council are satisfied that the 

above mentioned period ill permit ~f the suggested arrange­

ments for the medical inspection of s~~ool Children.being con­

sidered by the Board of Health and Public Assistance. 

I am to explain that it is obligatory on the Board of 

Health and public Assi tance, in pursuance of Section 1 (1) 

of the ubl ic He~l.l t __ ( edical. Treatment of Children) (Ireland) 

Act,.19l9, to make arrangements to the inister's satisfaction 

for dealing i th the heal th and physical condition of children · 

attending the elementary schools in the county. The Boa..rd, 

however, at their last meeting rejected the scheme submitted by 

the County edical Off icer of Health for that purpose, apparent­

lyon the ground of the expense involved. The Mlnister,being 

deSirous of meeting the ishes of the Board as far as is legally 

pOSSible, notified them on the 26th ultimo, of his illingness 

to accept a suitable modified scheme, and it i neces ary that 

nrovision should be made in the estimates to cover the cost of -. 
these arrangement . If a further extension of time to the 16th 

instant is deSired to enable the Board of Heath to carry out 

their statutory duty, the inister ill be prepared to grant it. 

CoriSh proposed the follo ing re olution:-

II That the County exiord Board of Heal th be requested to 

reconsider their de ision refusing to make any allocation in 

their e timate for the School Medical service. II 

He understood that if the cherne re not put into ' operation 

the Council ould not get the recoupment to WhiCh they ?ere en­

titled in respect of the salary of Dr. Bastible, C .. 0., for the 

inspection of sChool children, hich ould be £200. They ould 

also lose £100, hiCh ould be recouped in respect of hiS travel-

ling expen es (12 0). The sCheme originally submitted by Dr. 
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Bastible, he admitted, as rather elaborate, but he under­

stood it as am.ended considerably since , i th the resul t 

that hat the county ould have to pay would be in the vic-

inity of five or six hundred pounds. Taking the amount 

even at £600, it would cost the county only £300 . He could 

not see why Wexford ~hould be behind other counties of the 

Sacr tat in 0 far as looking after the chool children. AS 

stated by him time after time, he believed that if there as 

an early detection of the diseases from hiah school children 

ere suffering it ould not co t the public health authorities 

so much as when those children became advanced in year. The 

scheme was already in operation in the Counties of Louth, 

WiCklow, Kildare, Offaly, Westmeath, Limeric~ Carlo, Dublin , 

City, Cork City, and Limerick City. There were others that 

he could not ren::ember at the moment . In Louth, the Small-

est county in Ireland, t 0 whole time nurses re employed, 

and it as not too much to ask that wexford a much larger 

county should employ one . In Kildare hich wa not a tillage 

county to the Sam9 extent as exford, the scheme as costing 

£1,600, Offaly, £1,354. At the beginning Dr . Ba tible a ked 

for t he service of an a sistant medical officer and t 0 hole 

time nurses . Dr. Bastible amended that chema, but it had 

been turned down. He (Mr Corish) no understood that Dr. 

Bastible ould be sati fied to do all the school inspection 

himself, ith the assistance ~f one hole time nurse . The 

latter offd:cial ould cost £180, i th £100 travelling expenses , 

one- half of which ould be recouped by the J:epartment . If the 

Board of Health did not approve of the scbeme it ould mean 

they ould be also lOSing the recoupment of another £140 . He 

as led to believe that tl'e total cost of the scheme to the 

county ould be nearer to £500 than £600 . A duty as owing 

to the children of t}e poor inasmuch as if a child of poor 

parents was suffering from disease hich as apparent to the 

parents they ere not in a position to have the child medical-
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ly treated. In a great many cases children were suffering 

from diseases for hich the parents ere unable to have them 

treated. It ould be a great public service cif the Council 

asked the Health Board to put the schema into operat ion, a 

the amount hich the county ould be called on to pay ould be 

altogether out of proportion to the amount of benefit that 

ould be obtained from it. There ere nurses in t he urban 

areas hose services he bel ieved could be made available for 

the purposes of the scheme . In Wexford town there was a 

Jubilee Nurse Who was in receipt of £156 a year . Her services, 

he believed, ould be available for the ork . There re nur es 

in the other towns whose ervices could also be availed of . 

There re 157 schools and 15,000 chool children in the county, 

and Dr . Bastible i th one nurse, would earn their salaries if 

they ere to deal i th all that number. 

Colonel Quin stated that ben the medical in pector of the 

L.G. Department appaaxed before the Council he told them that 

the County edical Officer of Health would do everything him­

self . At the present moment he did not ee anything against 

Dr . Bastib1e looking after the school children, but the moment 

the County Medical Officer as apPOinted other schemes ere 

brought for ard. He anted an assi tant medical-officer, t 0 
for 

extra nurses and £1/each operation of adenoid. In view of 

those fact the scheme was not gOing to be as Simple as r 

Corish as lnaking·out . 

Why should the doctor 

He was in favour of the sche~e, but 

get £1 for every ca e brought to them 

for the treatment of children ith adenoids. If the scheme 

were adopted the ~oard would not know what they were letting 

themselves in for . Instead of the scheme co ting £1500 it 

would be £10,000 r..ext year . 

Mr urphy reminded the Council that the Board of Heal th 

had allotted £1400 for Dr . Bastible ,his ecretary and an 

office and £1200 for a scheme of im.--nunisation against diph-

theria, hich as a big step in the first year . Mr Cori h I S 
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statement a the fir ... t he heard about a modified scheme . 

r Gorish sated that the scheme which he outlined auld 

cost less than hat Dr . Bastibk proposed. 

Replying to r urphy , Mr Cor ish tated he did not kIlO 

if the scheme he outlined ould be accepted by Dr . Ba tible . 

He was speaking from hat had been done in other counties . 

Col . Quin - Has Dr . Bastible been consulting ith you 

and not the Co . Heal th Board ? 

, r Corish - It doesn ' t mean anything of the kind. I 

have got information from other counties . What I am asking 

you to do is less than hat Dr . Ba tibl e proposed. 

the opinion that one nur e ould be sufficient . 

I am of 

The Chairman stated that the County Heal th Board did not 

want to retard Dr . Bast ible or prevent him from visiting every 

school he thought fit to visit, if he found anything rang ith 

any of the children prescribing for their treatrrent at the diS7 

pensaries or through their parent . They had the best medical 

service and all· the money raised on the rates from 'Which large 

ratepayers derived no benefit ith the exception of that sp9nt 

on the roadS, ent to ards the maintenance of the county in­

stitutions which ere being used for the relief of the poor . 

They were told the other day that the Co . Heel th BoaI'd would 

prefer breeding swine and other live stock to tr ting the 

poor man ' child. The amount of money pent on live stock 

schemes as a mere bagatelle . It didn ' t amount to £4000. The 

amount raised on rate wa up to £200 ,000, of Which, as he 

stated above, the great proportion as spent on the uokeep of 

the institutions for the relief of the poor . The statement 

that the Co . Health Board ere more interested in live stock 

was a regular libel on the Board. He as prepared to stand 

by the vote hicg he gave on the last day. 

r Hall - I never heard of any amen4ed scheme from Dr . 

Bastible until I came here today . 
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Mr Corish stated that if the Co . Heal th Board agreed to 

the appointm3nt of one hole- time nur e the Local Gover t 

Department would likely approve of it . 

Culleton stated the Co . Health Board ere quite capable 

of deal ing i th the matter i thout any direction from .l.Vfr Cori h . 

r D'Arcy stated the County dispensary ,redical- officers 

were quite competent to deal i th the ailments of the children. 

m1en the matter came before the Co . COlli~cil at first they ~re 

led to believe that the county medical- officer ' s duty as to 

look after the children. In his opinion Dr . Bastible anted 

to become a medical director ith a complete staff . It • as 

time for the Council to put their feet dOWn. It as the pri­

!llary duty of * parents to look after the health of their 

children. He was atisfied that that as being dons as far a 

it as possible . 

Col. Quin said the County medical - officer as ab olutely 

necessary , and it as necessa.ry that the children should be ex­

amined, but the Local Government In~pector told them that the 

person appointed ould do the hOle ork. They were nO\r 

being told that that as ridiculous. It as not ridiculous . 

Dr . Ba t ible should do t o- t11irds of the work andr t the end 

of the year see ho the scheme standS . There a nothing to 

prevent him examining the children, prescribing for them and 

sending them d for operatiOns in the same y as the dispen-

sary docbbr re doing. 

r ccarthy expressed the opinion that the Council ere 

more or less asti ~ time discussing the matter which as one 

entirely for the Co . Health Board. 

Chairrran - There is a letter here from the L.G.D. and I 

don ' t think it is out of order discussing it . 

Mt ccarthy, continuing, tated he thought that Dr .Bastible 

was moving a bit too quickly . He should move more cautiously 

and if he did the Co . Heal th Board ould meet him in a reasoh-

able rnabnar . The scheme put forward by Dr . Bastible as a 
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~ y elaborate one hich took everyone by surprise . The 00 . 

Health Board had been alway quite reasol1able in providing 

proper treatment, and if Dr . Bastible as more moderate in re­

gard to his requirements for a medica.l inspe-ction scheme it 

ould be far better . 

D' Arcy uggested that Dr . Bastible should work in con­

junction with the dispensary medical - officers and not use his 

efforti to close do n an hospital hich was a service to Gorey 

and the district . 

Ill' Keegan - en thi s case came before the Council on a 

previous occasion we ere told the total cost ould be- £800. 

hat is it today? 

Mr ' Arcy - £8, 

Replying to r Keegan, the C:r'lairman stated that the sanitary 

sub-officers hitherto employed under BoardS of Guardians ere 

still bein employed. 

eegan - Where do they COIDe in no ? 

Chairman - I don' t kno . 

eegan referred to the bad condition of labourers ' 
that 

cottages in his district, and stated/he brought them under 

the notice of ~ Dunbar, Co . ealth Board .t!ingineer, for the 

area, but nothing had been done i th them. 

r Shannon said the council should ask the County Heal th 

Board to reconsider their deciSion. He did not think their 

recent decision a.s in keeping with ha.t the Board should do . 

They should insist on Dr . Bastible visiting the schools . 

The Chairman stated he took it when they ere conSidering 

the matter of the apPOintment of a County medical-officer that 

the inspection of school children ould be his principal duty . 

A poll as taken on MI Corish' s mot ion i th the folIo· ing 

result :-

For - \~ssrs Clince, Cooney, Corish, Cmmnin , Gaul, 

McCarthy, 0 I Byrne, 0 t RYan , uin and Shannon - 1 . 
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Against - ~ssrs Brennan, Culleton, D'Arcy, Hall, Jordan, 

Keegan, eyler, :urphy, Walsh and the Chairman - 10. 

~es srs Colfer, Gibbon and Smyth ere not present hen poll 

as taken. 

The Chairman gave hi casting vote against the motion Which 

he declared lest. 

Gorey School : Tne following resolution was submitted from 

the County exford Vocational Education Committee meeting of 

• 2nd MarCh, 1931:-

"That exford Co. Council be requested to consent to the 

borro ing for t he Co. exford Vocat ional Educat ion Comrni ttee 
• 

of the sum of £}300 from the Local Loans Fund (to be repaid on 

annuity principle in a period of 35 years) for the purpo e of 

erecting a technical school in Gorey Town. The Committee ould 

point out to the Council that the estimated cost of th~ School 

will be £1,600, of l1ich half i to be money ithdrawn from the 

savings of the Co. exford Committee of Agriculture and Tech­

nical Instruction on the technical instruction side ~ bal­

ance as stated to be obtained on loan from the Local Loans Fund. 

I In t:t:e event of the Council agreeing to the Committee 

so borro itg, the Department of Education (Technical Instruction 

Branch) ill refund each year half the amount of principal and 

interest repaid on Loan, so that the actual cost to the rates 

ill be £400. 

e ould further point out to the Council that the amount 

to be repaid each year on the loan ill be less than the rent 

hich the Committee have to provide for premises that are not 

sui table for technical school purposes. II 

The follo ing resolution was adopted on the motion of tr 

o 'Byrre seconded by Col. Quin: - "That this County Council 

hereby agrees that the necessary amount to cover the repayment 

of Pr incipal and Inte1'est on Loan of £800 I be obtained 

through t~ PUblic orks (Ireland) Acts - 1}33l-1~~6, for th9 

purposes of contributing to the cost of erection of proposed 
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Technical School, Gorey, and the site thereof. At the 

moment it is not possible for the Council to state the 

exact sum required" but we are of opinion that if t he Loan 

be made available on a 35 years' basis repayment of Principal 

and Interest should not exceed £65 per annum. This agree, 

should te as regard the present year, be ithdra n from 

the General Contingency Fund, and that in future years it 

should be added to the annual contribution of the Co. Wexford 

vocational Education Committee." 

Consideration of General Estimate as then resurred. 

The folloWing resolution as proposed by Mr Ga,ul and 

seconded by r O'Byrne:-

"That e approve and confirm the figures in regard to 

Rates for financial year 1931-32 as recommended by IOOeting of 

Finance Comrni ttee held on 26tl1 February, 1931. That Rate for 

General Charges for financial year 1931-32 (in conformity ;u th 

figures appearing on Form 42) be and is hereby agreed to at 

es/4d in the £ for General Charges. That holders of agric-

ultural land receive a rebate on the valuation of said land 

representing a Poundage Rate of 2lbd. in the £ being the dif­

ference between the poundage rate-r" esented by the Agric-

ul tural Grant viz., 3/20.d in the £ - and poundage rate for 

amount of repayment of loan under Rel ief of Rates Agricultural 

Land Act viz., 8id. in the £. That Rate for separate Charges 

for financial year 1931-32 (in conformity ith particulars 

appearing on Form 43) as presented to this meeting be also 

agreed to. 

"That the follo ing amounts be fixed as the sums to be 

demanded from the three Urban District of the county:-

Enniscorthy ............ £2757: 2: Od. 
Ne Ross ............... £2504: 3: bd. 
exford ................ £5~73: 0: Od. 

tlThat Drainage Rate for Kilmannock Drainage District as 

set out in Charging Order issued by the Office of Public 

Jorks, DUbl in, and igned and ealed on behalf of that body 
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by their secretary, on the 19th January, 1927, amount £H3:7:l0d 

be agreed to and that the several amoilllt be levied on the per­

sons whose names are set out on Schedule of said Charging Order 

or their successors in title and e hereby direct that said 

amounts be collected apart from Poor Rate and independently of 

same. " 

Mr Culleton proposed and Mt D'Arcy seconded the follow­

ing amendIrent:- "That as this County Council have no infor­

mation at present as to relief of rates on Agricultural Land 

through de-rating or otherwi e, we request the L. G.D. to con­

sent to extend the time at hich the Council can agree to their 

Rate for 1931-32 to the 23rd . arCh, 1931. 

"That the Government be asked to furnish any information 

they may have in this matter and that the T. D. 'S of the County 

be requested to ' rdAse in the nail the question of bow de-rat­

ing standS." 

A poll was taken with the following resu[ t :-t 

For the amendment - i:e sre Hall, Meyler, Jordan, ,urphy, 

Culleton, Cummins, Keegan, O'Ryan, D' Arcy, Brennan, Smyth and 

the Chairlnan - 12. 

Against - essrs Quin, alsh, Byrne, cCarthy, Shannon, 

Cooney, Colfer, Clince, Corish and Gaul - 10. 

Tlle Chair~ declared the arrendment carried and on being 

put as the substantive motion it as adopted nem con. ---
\ iss O'Ryan proposed: - II That the T. D. ' s of the County 

be asked to support the motion for the vote of £1,000,000 for 

rel ief of ates on Agricultural Land when brought for ard in 

An Dail and that such relief be made applicable to the present 

Rate. II 

r Brennan se conded. 

r Cor ish, as a member of the Labour party and ~ordan 

as a member of the t@rmers' Party, in An ail,having pointed 

out that it as a king too much of them to support directly 

the motion referred to in iss C'Ryan ' s resolution, said they 
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were both extremely anxious to do what as possible to secure 

so relief for Agriculture, but they could not ee their ay 

to support the present . motion. 

The following amendment was proposed by cca.rthy and 

seconded by r ~phy:-

"T'nat when the pre ent motion tabled by u: D9 Valera, 

for a Grant for relief of Agriculture, comes before the nail, 

the T.D. 's for this County, be requested to press for a def­

'ini te staten:ent from the Government a to its intention with 

regard to de-rating or other form of relief for Agriculture." 

A vote was taking on the amendment i th the follo ing 

result:-

For - essrS Quin, eyler, urphy, Walsh, Culleton, 

O'Byrne, cCarthy, Shannon, Colfer, Clince, Cooney and Gaul 

- 12. 

Against - ssrs , ~myth, Cummins, Keegan, O'Ryan, D'ArCy, 

and Brennan - 6. 

The following did not vote:- essrs Hall, Jordan, Corish, 

Col. Gibbon and the Chairman - 5 .. 

The Chairman declared the ru:r:endment carried, and on being 

put as the substantive motion it was adopted ithout dis~ent. 
'\ 

REPORTS F TENDERS CO ,fJ, ITTEES. 

The follo ing resolution was adopted on the motion of 

r Gaul seconded by Mr Colfer:-

II That the Road contracts provisionally accepted by Ten­

ders Committees of nniscorthy, Ne Ro s and Gorey, a appear­

ing on Form 20 be and are hereby approved ith the following 

except ions:-

EnniscorthY - No.441. contract cancelled as ichael 

parle, Tubberlamina, intending Contractor, as found after 

meeting of Tenders Committee to be under age, work to be given 

in charge of the County Surveyor for a year. 

New Ross - No. 742. James iskella, Coolboy, Foulksmills, 

provisionally accepted by Tenders Committee at £7:19: withdrew 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



and Martin carroll , Assagart, Foulksmill , accepted at £7 :17 :bd . 

per annum. 

No . 749 . artin Carroll ' s tender for No. 749 at £7 :17 :6d . 

as found to be really for Road NO . 742. 

In connection ith Road No . 749 the tender of Aidan Crane , 

Clonerane, Taghmon, ay £8 :15: being the lowest as accepted . 

exford. No Councillor attended the meeting of Tenders 

Committee sUWloned for 28th February, 1931 . 

, Road No . 624 - No tende r . Given in charge of Co . Surveyor 

for one year . 

No . 893 - No Tender. Given in charge of Co . Surveyor at 

£9 :10: for one year . 

No . 911 - No tender . Given in charge of Co . Surveyor at 

£5 for one year . 

T.o tenders were received for oad No . 976. Richard Cleary, 

Dirr, Cleariestown, tendered at £11 but mentioned no sureties. 

James Boggan, Walshestown, Ballycogley, tendered at £11 :15: per 

annum giving as his sureties William Devereux, ~urrinto n, and 

Capt . John Clare, Whiterock Cottage . 

The tender of James Boggan, was accepted on the motion of 

the Chairman seconded by Mr Shannon. 

INUTES OF CO HTTEES. 

The follo ing inutes in respect of meeting of Finance 

Committee held on 12th February, 1931, were sUbmitted:-
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- ~:..:..<:..,.. -.. .. ---•• 

The fortnightly meeting of the Fi~ce Committee was 

held on 12th February, 1931, in County Council Chamber, Wex! ord. 

Present ... essrs sean O'Byrne, James Hall, .John J. 

Culleton, James Shannon, and Thomas McCarthy. 

The cretary, the Assistant secretary, the County 

Surveyor, and Mr El gee, Sol 10i tor, were al so in at tendance. 

On the motion of Mr CUlleton seconded by Mr Hall the chair 

was taken by :Mr 0 '13yrIV3 . 

The nutes of last n:eeting were read and confirned. 

PA 'NTS. 

Tre urer's AdvieeNote for £1787: 14: 60.. was examined 

and slgred. 

VOTE OF CONJ.X)LENCE. --_ ........ - .. ------
The following vote of sympathy was adopted on the motion 

of .Mr Hall seconded by Culleton, and spoken to by the 

Chairman, Secretary, County surveyor and SOlicitor:-

"That e offer our deep sympathy to our Colleague 

John Doran in the death of his brother James. Our condol-

ence i th Doran is all the more Sincere OWing to the fact 

that his beloved brother as cut off in the prime of life. 

Tnat copy of this resolution be forwarded to Mr Doran." 

CARETAKER OF COUNTY COUNCIL OFFICES. 

In conneotion with the office of Caretaker in County 

Council offices a discussion occurred in connection with the 

retention of Nicholas Roche ,present caretakerr in vie of the 

apPointment of John Doyl.e as Courtkeeper for new Courthouse. 

The folIo ing resolution as adopted:-

"Tbat Nicholas Roche be retai~d as Caretaker of County 

Council office at his present wages of 30/- per week ith 

free light to act as messenmer for the three offices, employ­

ment to continue so long as premises at Fortview remain un-

disposed of by the Council. Should the Council secure a 
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purchaser for Fortview the further employment of r Roche 

as messenger be again cons1dered." 

Account a rece1ved from Mrs Mc ally (former Court­

keeper of exiord Courthouse) for £20:15:0d. for salary etc 

from 1st October, 1930, to 31st January, 1931, date of her 

resignation as Courtkeeper of County Courthouse. 

It as decided on the motion of Mr Hall seconded by Mr 

Shannon that the amount be paId. 

KATE COLLECTIO . 

The folloWing sho s the percentage of Rate oolleoted 

up to 11th February, 1931:-

Percentage . 

1. J. QuIrke (No.1 ) 67.2 

2. J. Curtis 66·9 

3· M. McCarthy 65.5 

3· . J. Murphy 65.5 

4· w. 1):)yle 64.6 

5· s. ~on 62.2 

6. J. Cumm1ns 61.5 

7· T. Rowe 60.9 

8. P. Nolan 60.6 

9. J.J. O'ReIlly 59·9 
10. Art Dunne 59. 7 

11. J. Deegan 59·3 
12. P. ])')yle 58.5 

13· T. Bolger (No. 14) 57·7 

14· Kelly 56.9 

15· w. Cummins 56·3 

16. P. o 'Byrne 56 .2 

17· P. carty 55.6 

18. J.J. Sinnott } '4&:-8 51.8 

19· T. Bol ger(No .12) 40·8 
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20. J •. Quirke (.No.2) 
percentage 

33·1 
The folloWing was read from Patrick Carty, Rate 001- . 

leotor, No. 21 Di trlct:-

"In reply to your letter re my Collection I 1Sh to 

state that I called on several farmers 1n my di tr1ct for 

Rate ho I know coUld pay and they told me they ould not 

pay until a.rch. 

I gave ten ca es to Messr Colfer & Son, Solic1tors, 

(total £116) the first eek in January for collection and 

he had got no payment on them up to Saturday last. It 

The Chairman considered that 1 t as the duty of the COl ­

lector when he called upon people who re well able to pay 

and ho woul" not, to take prompt proceedings against them. 

Hall contended that the circum tance(! of each such 

case ould h ~ to be carefully considered. People might 

have reasonable and genuine excuse for not paying at the 

moment. 

Chairman .(Mr O'Byrne) - If somebody able to pay, but re­

fusing to do so, made an example of early in the season 

it · ould have a. gre t effect on the Collection. He could · 

not understand Why thi dollector . wou~d not seize on his 

own arran t in such ca e • 

It was decided to ask Mr Carty why he does not exercise 

the po er given him under hi. arrfmi in cases, in which to 

his knowledge, people are able to pay, but refuse or neglect 

to do so. 

In connection with the preparation of Receipt and De-

mand note a letter was read from R.A. Foley, 5 Trinity 

Street, DUblin, offer ing to do the typing and checking of 
, 

~mand Notes for Finanoial Year 1931/32 at £3 per 1000. 
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It decided to refer the matter to the County Coun-

cil. 

RECONSTRUCTION OF OLD JAIL PREMISES. 

The following under date 9th February was recelved from 

the Secretary, cNally & Co. East Wall, Dubl1n, Contractors 

for Old Jail :-

tJThe sum of £2,500 has been certified for sorre cons1der~ 

able t1m3, and as have finished the ark in connect 1on w1th 

our Contract, the amount outstand1ng .i now over £.4,000. 

cannot allo the matter to remain here it i now, and unless 

e h re an undertaklng from you by Monday, 16th ins·tant that 

. the £2,500 certified w11l be pa1d at once, we tr1l1 have no 

opt1on but to put the matter in the hands of our Sol i c1tors. 

n e also cla1m interest at the rate of 5t % from the dat e 

of the certifica.tes·, under the terms of our Contract. n 

In connection 1tn this matter Mr Elgee, Solic1tor, for­

o arded the follow1ng copy of letter from the !;epartnent of 

F1nance, under date · 9th February (404/296) : -

"W1th reference to your letter of ~he 19th ultimo and 

previous correspondence regard1ng trJ.e construct1on of Wexford 

Courthouse, I am directed by the 1nieter for F1nance to con­

vey h1s approval to the rev1serj plans which have now been am­

ended to provide for direct 1d.Cce s from the cells to the dock, 

by means of a stall's lead1rJg from the Court down to a land1ng 

on the ground floor from 'which an ex1sting stairway leadS to 

the celle. On receipt of a certlficate that this work has 

been carried out, the ~nister 111 arrange to have the prem­

ises inspected ith a vie to authorising payment of the bal­

ance of the a: aId." 

The Olairman 1;>o1nted out that when the plans were agreed 

--.......:::.....-
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to by the Government Depaxtzoonts concerned, no mention was 

made hatever of the construction of stairs by hich prison­

ers could be conveyed to the J.):)ck i thout coming in contact 

with any persons in the Court. 

The follo ing resolution was adopted on the mot.on of 

the Chairman seconded by Mt Culleton:-

"That copy of letter under date 9th February, 1931, from 

essrs CNally & Co., East Wall, DUblin, Contractors for re­

construction of Old Jatl premises demanding immediate payment 

of £2,500 certified by County Surveyor on foot of their Contract 

be furnished :OOpartment of Finance. That 1 t be pOinted out 

to this ~pa.l"tment that When the plans for the reconstruction 

of the premises were sanctioned by them no provi ion was made 

for direct access from the prisoners ' cella to the Dock by means 

of a stairs leading from the Court to a landing on the ground 

floor, and the County Council believed that the cost of this 

extra work should have been provided from Government funds. 

In the Circumstances, ho ever, the Finance Committee 

urge the ~pa.rtment of Finance to fo ard at once pay Order 

for th1£2,500 hlch has been certified by county Surveyor, 

and which oUld leave in their hands a much larger amount than 

woUld be involved in the construction of the stairway. 

In view of the letter of ~ssrs MCNally & Co. the Finance 

Committee consider it most unjust that seeing the amount of 

money retained by the l)9p rtn:ent of Finance that I'epartment 

should allow proceedings to be taken against the Coun.cil. It 

WEIGHTS AND MEASURES STANDARDS. 
-------~-~---------~--~---~ 

Under date 6th February, .1931, the folIO ing (27238) was 

read from the Department of Industry and Commerce, Gas & 

Weights & Measures section, 33 upper Merrion street, DUblin:­

"I am direoted by the inister for Industry and Commerce 

to inform you that in conneotion 1 th the periodical re­

verification and adjustment of the eights and measures stand-

-
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ards and sub- tandard, hioh was recently completed, a con­

siderable number of instruments and other articles had to be 

rejected as unfit for further use. en the previous re-ver-

lfication by this ~partment took place in 1923, many of the 

old standarQ ere. found to have reached the last stage of 

efficiency, but in vie 0" the substantial expense which t hen 

evolved on the County and Borough Councils in conneotion ith 

the provision of eights and measure equipment, every instrument 

which c uld po slbly e p sed as re-ver1fi~d for a further 

perio . The 1 imi t of usc has now been exceeded, he ever, and 

the ni ter regl~ets that he has to reqUire the pr ovi ion of a 

substantial quant1ty of apparatus in each County and Borough. 

To iacilitate the Councils, a specification was prepared 

to inclu the requirements of all local author i ties , and ten­

ders re invited from approved maker of 1n.<3truments of the 

hign quality necessary in stan:la.rd , and as the total amount 

inv lved 1s substantial, keen competitive pr ices have been sec­

ured. 

The articles required by your Council axe as follows :­

One 1 oz. local standard balance, 
Three 1 oz. sub-standard balances. 
Three set 19hts - os. to 1 dram, 

o glass strikes. 

The t 0 10 est tenders rece ived in full accordance wi th 

the specification (including verification fee and attendance 

t .Te ting Office t adju t) er -

• & T. Avery, Blrminghara - £64. 1. 9. 
Ie Gr e Short & Co. Lona.on- £50. 5· 3. 

The Minister . ould be glad to have · the approval of your 

Council to his acceptance of t 1e tender of ~ Grave Short & 

o. ; and as a.elivery cannot be completed until bet en five 

and six months f ro the placing of the order, an early reply 

ill be esteemed a favouI'. U 

The follo lng resolution was proposed by Mr Hall, seconded 

by Mx Culleton and adopt d :-

"That letter from Department of Industry & COllllIerce aski ng 
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the Couno"l to pay £50. 5. 3. for equipment in connection 

i th "i ie ight & l~a$ures standards be referred to the County 

Council. If 

IDPLICATE PAY CRIERS. 
------~-----~-----

rhe '.;"na,irraan propo ad and H 11 ~econded "the following 

Toesolutl n hie:. IS d pted:-

"That Duplicate Pay Order for o. 693, t19:3:4: and 

694, £1/.1:3:4:, 1 sued n 2200 1)3cember to M Joln. Kehoe, )Ioor­

town, Ballymitty, fr m General Account, and P ¥ Order No.5757 

£5:10:6: issued "on 28th August, 1930, from SUbsid1ary Account, 

to ssri;) Clayton Shuttle orth, Gainsborough, J!;ngland, be 

lsouad, as original appear to have been 1 t in oourse of post~ 

The secretary roont ioned that the orlgina.ls h d been 

estop d. 

ILL ~SS OJ' Db'S CIAL~·. 

Certif1cate was read from Dr . uigley, ~,ro . Ross, that 1141' 

P. O'Neill, Erin Vale, Ne Ro s, A 81 tant Surveyor, wa suffer­

ing from influenza ince the 3rdFebruary, and ould be unf1t 

for duty until the 12th February. 

Certificate as received from Dr. James A. pierce, Upper , 
Georges street, exford, cert iiying that Mr Stephen Hayes had 

been 111 since 22nd January, and would not be able to resume 

duty before the 16th February. 

BROKEN S IN STREET, GOREY. 
~-------------------------

Treanor, S~ tan: 'U1'wyor, reported , under date 2nd 

Febr'uary, that as the sewer in ain street, Corey, lias broken 

o n in three different places he h d to employ men to carry 

out the r~p irs and it ,ould be necet'!sary to provide a sum of 

£10 from the Contingency Fund. 

The follo ng,reco'ution as opted on t w~t1on of the 

C lairrr.an seconded by ~tJ: McCr,.rthy:-

"That a sum of £10 be withdra; n from Contingency Fund 

(Main RoadS) for the purpose of repairing damage to sewer." 
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I WSTR1AL SCHOOL APPLICATION. 
----------~~-~--~--~----

under date 3ra Februal"Y, 1931 , l4r John Leacy, Inspector, 

N.S.p.e.c. County .exford and District BranCh, wrote that he 

intended epplylng at Childrens t Court, New ROss, on the lOth 

February for the comm1tt 1 of Kathleen Ro e to st. Aidan's 

Industrial Schoo}" ew Ross. Her father/Michael Rowe as.at 

present in the ntal Home, E.nniscorthy, and the mother in 

the county Home . 
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The foll0 ing resolution was adopted on the motion of lir 

O'Byrne seconded by Mr Brennan:-

"That the inutes of Finance COIDmttttee in respect of 

meeting held on 12th February, 1931, be received and considered. It 

Reconstruction of Old Jail Premises : The meeting considered 

ans er of ' inister of Finance to r Corish in An Dail as regards 

the a: ard. 

Letter under date 4th arch, 1931 (404/296) to dr Elgee , 

Solicitor, from the D3:partment of Finance, and mich as before 

the meeting- of the Council on 9th March, 1931, as read. The 

letter acknowledged the receipt of the re olution of the Finance 

Commi ttee of the 12th instant and stated that the Minister had 

carefully considered the resolution of the Committee on the 

question of providing direct access from Prisoners ' cellS to 

the Dock, but regretted he was not in a position to provide any 

sum beyond the · amount of too award with accrued Interest . A 

Paying Order for £1595 :l4:3d. being a further instalment with 

accrued Interest less Income Tax was paid on 21st February . 

T'ne secretary said it as very necessary that the actual 

amount due by the D3partn:ent should be cleared up . According 

to the I:epartment there as only £400 no outstanding, but 

according to the Co. Surveyor there as £900 . 

Mr Elgee , Solicitor, said t be old Wexford Courthouse was 

burned ~n Hjth June, 1921, and according to tbe Act of 1926 the 

ten per cent increase only came into operation from the 11th 

July, 1921 to 12th ay, 1923- Tney were just outSide the llinit 

he was afraid and if that was so they were not entitled to the 

ten per cent . He had ri tten to the Department for an explan-

ation, but that as hi opinion on the matter . 

MiSS ·;j ' Ryan - You mean that Courthouse was not burned at 

the right date ? 

Jr Elgee - It was burned a little bit too soon; it was 

burned before the Truce. 
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Chairman - as there no amending Act stretching the dates . 

r Elgee - Not stretching the dates backWard . 

an extension forward . 

T'nere was 

Chairman - If e aren I t i thin t he dates, and if there is 

no amendment bringing the dates backWards, e certainly can It 

claim the increase . 

Col. Quin - I understand if we provide the staircase e ill 

get paid, and that if e don' t eon' t get paid? 

Secretary - They are holding £400 against us for that . 

In reply to r O'Byrne/rtr 1gee said ue Department told them 

they ould not give them anything beyond the £5000 and Interest . 

He had ritten for an explanation, but had not received one ye t. 

Col . Quin - Am I right in my understanding that until e 

provide the staircase they on' t give us any more of the balance 

of the £5000 7 

secretary - They are holding £400 . 

Col . Quin - I propose .e provide it . 

The Chairman suggested that the authorities should have 

had brains enought to notice the matter of the staircase hen 

they had the specification otjtn.e al terations before tl1em. 

The secretary said the only thing Col . uin could do if he 

ished to have the staircase provided as to give notice of motion 

for the rescinding of the resolution adopted by the Council,that 

the taircase should be provided out of Government fundS . 

Col . Quin said he ould give notice of motion for next .. 
meeting to have the resolution re cinded. 

Under date 7th ~ch, 1931 , 
letter q,s read from the D3partment of Industry and Commerce 

asking hat decision had been arrived at by the Co . Council in 

this matter and pointing out that the majority of the County and 

Borough Councils had already notified their approval of the accept-

ance of t he tender Of e srs r:e Grave Short & Co . It was deSired 

to close the li t and put the ork in hands at an early date . 

The Chairman said there did not seem to be any ay out of 
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this expenditure. 

r CUmmins proposed and Col. Quin seconded the following 

resolution which was adopted without dissent:- "That the 

Wexford County Council approve of the acceptance by the in­

ister for Industry & Commerce on behalf of this council of 

the tender of essrs De Grave Short & Co. London at £50:5:3d. 

for necessary equipment under Weights and ~easures Acts and 

verification etc of same." 

The following resolution was adopted on the motiOn of Mr 

O'Byrne seconded by r Shannon:-

"That the inutes of Finance Comeni ttee in respect of 

meeting held on 12th February, 1931, be and are hereby ap­

proved. 

The follo ing inutes of Finance Committee in respect 

of eeting held on 26th February, 1931, were submitted:-

• 
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The fortnightly meet1ng of the F1nance Committee 

?lae held in County Council Chamber, Wexford, on 26th 

February, 1931. 

Present - Mes re J. CUlleton, Jaxres Hall, T. McCarthy, 

Sean 0 'Byraa and Jamee Shannon. 

The secretary, AS istant Secretary, County Surveyor, 

County Solicitor and Rate Inspector were aleo 1n attendance. 

On the mot1on of l4r 0 'ByrDS seconded by Mr Hall, the 

chair was taken by Mr Mccarthy. 

The Minutes of last meetIng were read and sl~d. 

PAYMENTS. 

Treasurer's Advice Note for £1677: 18: 9d. wae examined 

and signed. 

SECONDARY SCHOLARSHIP AFPLI CANT • 

An application for award of Secondary SCholarship 

from Kathleen Gertrude Furlong, Dranagh, caim, was handed 

in at the meeting Mill ,eoet".,t. 

Mr Hall said that the child had been ill for some tine 

o ing to which the app11cation was overlooked and was not 

lodged on the specIfied date, v1z~ 17th February. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr Hall seconded by M:r CUlleton:-

"That ,subject to consent of ~partment of Education 

we agree to accept entry form of Kathleen Gertrude Furlong, 

Dranagh, Caill, Ezmiscorthy, for award of Secondary Scholar­

sh1p and declare her 'eligible to compete for such scholar­

ship. 

ESTIMATE OF RATE AND SCHOOL MEDICAL SERVICE. 

The following under date 25th February (P.R. 12134/31~ 

Loch Garman Ab) as read from D3partmant of Local Govern­

ment:-

"In reply to your letter of the 17th instant, I am 

directed by the Minister for Local Government and Public 
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Heal th to state that in deference to the wishes of the 

Wexford County Council he has coneented to a departure from 

the terms of the Public Bodies Order, 1925, so a8 to permit 
. 

of the Council consIdering the estimates and the striking of 

rates for the year ending 31st March, 1932, at a neeting 

to be held not later than the 9th proxiIlX) . . 

As regards your inquiry on the subject, I am to explain 

that as intimated in the :OOpartment's letter of the 19th 

June last P .H. 43382/30, consent was given to 'the provisional 

allocation, for purposes of recoupment from the School Medical 

Service Grant, of £400 of the salary of the County Medical 

Officer of Health and of 50 per cent of his travelling 

expenses. That allocation was based on the as umption that 

a complete School edical Service Scheme ould be established 

by the Board of Heal th and Public AS istance, and the propor­

tion to be now admitted to recoupment ill depend on the 

extent to wh iCh Dr . Bastible'8 services can be utilised 

under any modified echeme which is adopted by the Board of 

Heal th with the Minister's approval., It is su,tgested that 

you might communicate with the Board of Health in regard to 

the matter. If 

. The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr 

Culleton, seconded by Mr O'Byrne:- ftThat copy of letter from 

L. G.D. under date 25th February, 1931, (P.H.12134/31 Loch Gar­

man Ab.) be forwardecrhe Board of Heath. for their information, 

in the meanti1B3, that a sum of £250 be brought into the Estimate 

of Rates as recoupment of salary and expenses of County ~dical 

Officer, in connection with School Medical service." 

QUESTION OF STATE GRANT FOR ROADS. 
------------------------------

The follo1l1. ng under date 23rd February, 1931 (R/RGM/32) 

wae read from the r:epartment of Local Governroont: - . 

"I am directed by the Mini ter for Local Goverment 

abd Btiblic Health to state that he has had before him the 

copy of 1b.e Roads Works Schene received from you on the 14th 
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instant as approved by the xford County Council fortbe 

financial year 1931/32, and to state that as the sum 

al1o..ad by the Council falls $0 far Short of the County Sur­

vetor's requirenents and the Council have made no provision 

for the sUJ:face dressing of any of the trunk roads in the 

County, the Minister regrets he i$ unable to indicate any 

grant from the Road Fund to ards the cost of the upkeep of 

Main RoadS in County Wexford for the coming financial year. 

Al though it appears from the Council's mutes of 

-the 9th instant that it was decided to raise in respect of 

repair, improvemant and contingencie a total sum of 

£40,000 it i understood that b Council contemplated that 

40 per cent of the cost of the repair of Main Road! (1.e. a 

Grant of £6,162) ould be available by ay of relief , in 

other wordS that all tha Council ould actually raise would 

be £33,838 or Ilt per cent over hat the Council expended in 

respect of roads in the year 1913/14. On the 20th instant 
the 

the Minister foundl it nece sary to dra; /speClaJ. attention 

of the Council to theChlef Engineering Inspector's report 

as to the standard of Main Road Maintenance in County Wexford. 

It is qUite obvious that the sum voted "by the Council for · 

the upkeep of such roads in 1931/32, being about £10,000 

less than that voted for the present financial year, must 

resul t in st ill 10 er tandard of maintenance. 

The Minister has assented to suCh departures from 

the Pub11c Bodies Orders as may be nesessary to enable 

the Council to recoIlS ider their Roads Works Scheme not 

later than the per10d ending 7th proximo . tI 

The follo lng resolut1on was adopted on the motion of 

the Chairman secobded by Mr Hall:- "That the figures of 

Rate Est imates for 1932-32 be cons ide red at th1s meeting and 

a Rate in the £ recommended for adoption to 111e County Coun­

cil on the at; umpt ion that no grant for maintenance of Main 

Road w1lll be received from Local Government I:epartment for 
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year 1931-32. 

dIn the eveniof the County Council deciding to alter 

their previous decisions regarding the amount allocated for 

road maintenance in vie of letter received from Local Gov­

ernment Department '(23rd February, 1931 - R/RGM/32) the Coun­

ty Council can at their meeting of 9th March, 1931 ( date 

fixed for agreeing to Rate Estimate ) consider the advisabil ity 

of making application to the L.G. D. for extension of time for 

consideration of Estimate$ of Rate. The Finance COmmittee 

hereby request the L.G. D. to extend to 9th March, 1931, the 

period up to which the Council can reconsider the1r Road! 

WorkS Scheme. 

"That copy of letter from L. G.D. referred to in thi 

resolution be furn1shed to each Councillor with agenda for 

meeting of 9th MarCh, 1931.-

ESTIMATES OF RATES. 

The follOWing under date 17th January, 1931, (G2736-l93l 

Loeb Garman) was read from the tepartment of Local . Gover~nt :-

"I am directed by the Minister for Local Government and 

Public Heal th to a-eknowledge receipt of your letter of the 

12th instant, relat1ve to the CounCil's financial posit1on, 

and to sta.te that if the sums set out there in are d~ and 

not yet paid by the Urban D1strict Counc1ls these Councils 
up 

shoul called/on to pay without further delay. 

Before further cons1dering the Council's request for a 

continuance of the overdraft the .inister would wish an as­

surance that sub tantlal provision will be made in the rate 

for 1931-32 to ueet the deficit anticipated at the 31st March I 

next. If 

The follo tog resolution was adopted on the motion of 

r D'Byrne econded by Mr CUl l eton:-

"That the Local Government I.epartuent be requested to 

sanction overdraft at lim1t of £36,000 from 1st March, 1931, 

to 30th June , 1931. The Finance COmmittee in making thi$ 
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application desire to pOint out to the Local Government 

repartment that this is nece sitated through the backYlard 

state of the Rate Collection and to amount due to the Co. 

Council by the Urban Councils in respect of their dama.ndS for 

the year ending 31st March, 1931. Application is again 

being made to the at10nal Bank Director to re-consider their 

decision regarding IdQll$ for extinguishing the debit balances ' 

of Enniscorthy and exford Rural District Charges Accounts and, 

if this is ucce sfUl, the amount of overdraft required will 

be reduced by £16,000. The Finance Committee have included 

in timate, for submission to the County Council in respect 

of the year 1931/32 suff1cient to rooet the liabilit1ee of the 

County Council to 31st Ch, 1932, provided outstanding grants, 

Urban Councils t ~mands, etc., are paid 1n full wi thin that 

period. In the case of the Heal th Board and ental Hospital 

Comrndttee DemandS, the sums demanded by the e bodies have been 

i~cluded in full in rate estimate recommended for adoption to 

the County Counc1l . The Finance Comm1ttee, owing to tJ:'e 

pre ent state of agricultural depression, cannot recommend the 

County Councll to include a sum sufficient to meet quarter's 

instalments of the demandS of these bodies being paid in ad­

vance but they "ould point out that, to the 31st :oocember, 

1930, the demandS of these public bodies have been met in full 

in addition to advance!! being made, in respect of the current 

quarter's demand. The Finance Committee ill use their ut-

most endeavours in the coming financial year to advance the 

rate collection as much as po sible." 

The following re olution was adopted on the 

seconded by Mr CUlleton:-

"That application be again made to the Nat ional Bank Ltd. , 

for loan amounting to £5170: 16: 7d. and £10945: 5: 6d. re­

payable in 5 and 10 year respectively, in order to extinguish 

debit balances on Enniscorthy and Wexford Rural District Charge! 

Accounts and so reduce the amount of the present overdraft ac-
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commodation by the amount of the loans. we de4ire to point 

out to. the Bank that tm County Council ha.ve, 'ithin the past 

three yeaxs, reduced the ir llabi11 ties on foot ot loane and 

overdraft by ovar £30,000 and e co~ ider it only reasonable 

that Treasurer should f cilitate the Council by acceding to the 

present applIcation hi~ ha$ been lready anctioned by the 

Local Government Wpart nt. Tha.t representations be ~ to 

the Cha1rman of ~le Irish ~ard of Directors (S1r Thomas H.G. 

ESwonde, Bt.) 1n the matter J and that he be reques ted to elldeav­

our to have the app11cation of the County Council granted." 

1'he following allocation for County services (Excluding 

Public orks) and for lU ... cellaneous expe di ture Chargeable to 

Roads Account was agreed to:-
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WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL 

ESTIMATE COUNTY SERVICES ACCOUNT (fKcLUDING PUBLIC "l iORKS) 
FOR YEAR 1931-32, I • CONSIDERED BY FINANCE 

COHHITTEE ON 26th FEBRUARY,1931 

11931-32 1930-31 Increase Decrease 

£ £ £ £ 
Coun'.uty Ledical Officer of Health 1401 1401 
Ancie.ent }~onuments Act 7 7 
Salarries: Secretary's Office 1875 1750 125 
Sala~ries other Co.Officers; 

316 Anal1yst, Lamplighters, etc. 341 25 
Retirring Allowances & Gratuities 334 384 50 
costt of Rate Collection 3300 35~0 240 
Refumds of Irrecoverable Rates 1485 14 ~ 
Frann.cnise & Jurors' Lists 1649 161 31 
Prinnting in connection with 
Regi,'istration Act 344 80~ 459 
Valuuation 208 20 
I:embbers' Travelling Expenses 285 232 53 
Univversity Scholarships 630 700 70 
Pril11TIary Scholarships 780 730 50 
Lega'1.1 Expenses 300 308 8 
Coromers and Inquests 391 421 30 
Post;age and Office Requisites 25~ 313 00 
Primtil1.g and Stationery 21 240 22 
Adveertising Pleasure Resorts 411 410 1 
OtheJr Advertisements 350 395 . 45 
Conttribution County Councils' 
Geneeral Oouncil 20 20 
Conv~eyance of Prisoners 76 107 31 
Weiglg'nts and Heasures 283 73 210 
Foodod and Drugs 50 40 10 
Salalaries Oourt Officials etc. 1~6 97 59 
Ren~ts and Expenses of Courthouses 2 5 440 155 
Li bJJl'al'Y Sche::18 822 820 2 
Refo)rmatories & Industrial 
Schoools 41~~ 4500 36~ 
Oounrthwn Harbour 91 
Rennt Old Jail 207 207 
Refu'und to Wexford Urban adjust-
menmt Financial Relations 27 27 
D1seeas es of Anhlals Acts: Salaries 
Vctcorinary and Sheep Dipping 622 622 
Inmspectors 

603 128 Do \ Other Expenses 7~~ .Audii t Fee 85 
De'b:iJi t Interest 1 250 1313 63 
SupperaThluation Allowance8Ex-

1462 8 Unid.on Off icers 1470 
SupeeTannuation Allowances Ex-
R. D.\), Council Officers 217 217 
Ele'Lections 1131 - 1131 

-FORWARD 26054 24738 3080 1764 
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! I ! ----r-------
1931-32 I 1930-31 I Increase 

j 
£ £ £ 

FORWARD 26054 24738 3080 

Local Authorities (Officers and 
E:!1ployecs) Act and Ooabined 
Purchasing Act. 

291 

Oontingencies 750 

l.:oney supplied to Hental Hospi tal 21250 

l!011\~y suppliod to Co.Committee of 
Ag:rricul ture 1850 

Mouney supplied to Oo.Vocational 2726 
Eduucation Oor~nittee 

TOTAL COUNTY SERVIOES 52921 

750 

21250 

1297 

2026 

50061 

291 

553 

700 

4624 

Decrease 

£ 
, 1764 

Net Increase £2860 

T 

~ .--
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WEXFORD OOUNTY OOUNOIL 

ESTIL~TE FOR l1 ISOZLLANEOUS EXPZNDITURE OHARGEABLE TO 
ROADS' AOOOUNT FOR YEAR 

1931-32 

' .-. 1931-32 1930-31 Increase 

£ £ £ 
Sf Salary County Surveyor 716 716 

P Postage County Surveyor 50 50 

Asi\ssistant Surveyors' Salaries 1550 1550 

Ar Assistant Surveyors' Travelling 1020 1020 
EJ Expenses 

0: Olerks in Oounty Surveyor's 444 419 25 
OJ Office 

RE ri.etir ing Allowance (Er . Webster) 33 33 

Pr Printing and Stationery 185 284 

Ad' Advertising - 42 

3998 4114 25 
.-:.,.' 

3; 

Decrease 

£ 

99 

42 

141 

Net decrease £116 
. 
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The secretary pOinted out that allocation included incre­

ments for clerical staff in accordance w1th arr~unts fixed by 

County Council last year. 

The allocation adopted nem cono --
morandum under date 31st January, 1931, was read from 

~'Partm3nt of Local Government stating that it was 1ntended to 

proVide for the Agricul tura.l Grant on the sarre bas1s as in the 

present f1nancia~ year. 

After discus ion the folloWing resolut10n as adopted on 

the motion of O'Byrne seconded by Mr Shannon:- ",flhat e 

recomnend the O<Junty Council to adopt a Rate ~f 8/4d. 1n the £ 

for General Charge in respect of financ1al year 1931-32. That 

rebate in respect of Rate on Agr1cultural Land be 2/6d. 1n the 

£ be1ng the difference bet~en amount of Rate represented by 

Agr1cul tural Grant viz., 3/2l· and amount of instalment for 

repayzrent of Relief of Rate on Agr 1 cul tural Land Act Loan v1z. , 

8!d. in the £. 

"T.r!at Rates for separate Charges be agreed to as folloWS:-

~~----------------------------------------------------
No. 

4 

15 
20 

21 

22 

23 
25 

28 

U 

2A 

Nature of Charge . Area of Charge 

Rep Yl'llent of Loan rklo HaxooUl' Barony of Gorey 

Re ayment LOans Gorey Union 

xpense Labourer ct 

Gorey R.D. 

Enn1scorthy R.D. 1oa-d 

do. Gotey rL D. 3-id 

do. Ne Ho 'S B. D. 5-kd 

do. I Wexford R. D. 5id 
P rt Balance transfelored 
Ennlscorthy R. D.Charges Account. Ennlacorthy R.D. 3id 

do. Wexford R.D. Charg .... .,. 
Account. Wf'..xford R. D. . 3 

Expenses Public Health Acts Ennlscorthy ~.D. 2 

Lighting Ne 0 nbarry Town Townlands of 
Newtownbarry 
and Ball1napark Sf 

post Off1ce Act Mart D1spens-
ary District ¢d 
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No. Nature of Charge 

5A 01onroche rage 

1B Sani tary Works and 
ater Supply 

1-100 PUblic Heal th Acts 

, 110 do. 

1D Water Supply ioa lara 

4D PUblio Health Acts 

5D do. 

238 Criminal Injury. 

239 

240 

241 

Ja . Po er 

do, 
John Condon 

do. 
lllen Rood 

do. 
Mary 0 I Mahoney 

Bal1incley 
Ki11urin. 

I 

Area of Charg 

Clonroche D1$pensary 
District . 

Gorey R. D. 

New Ross R. D. 

Me Ro Di pensary 
District 

exford R. D. 

Taghtnon and Glynn 
Dis,. nsary Di trict. 

Cro""sabeg Dispensary 
District 

Ne ROSs Urban 

Enniscorthy Urban 
and Ennisco1'thy 
. 1'81 Electoral 
Division. 

... nnl corthy Rural 

Di trict Ilecto1'al 
Divisions of Bally­
mitty and Banno . 

Rate in £ 

5d 

2td 

1d 

2d 

2-¢d 

2d 

Included in 
~mand on 
New Ros s Urban 
District 

£2:2: included 
in D9mand 
nnH~corthy 

Urban District. 

ltd in £ . 

td in £. 

That Incre~nt voted to statf conditional on satisfactory 

service be agreed to an.d be included in Estimates for financial 

year 1931-32. 
RATE COLLECT ION. 

The state of the Rat Collection as follows submitted: 

Name of Collector. 

:1. ~ .J. Murphy 

2. J. curti 

3. D)"11e 

4. M. cca.rthy 

Percentage of Warrant 
lodged. 

4 • 

72.4 
72.1 

68.8 

68.1 

- ........... --~ - -------
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Name of COllector percentage of Warrant 
lod~d. 

5· J. Quirke (No.1) 66.7 

6. J. Cumnlns 66.5 

7· Sean Gannon 65.0 
8. T. Rowe 64·7 

9· P. Uolan 04.0 

10. T. Bolger (No.14) 63.4 

11. A. Dt.lIlre 63·2 

12. J. Deegan 62.7 

13. J.J.O'Reilly 62.2 

14· P . Doyle 62.1 

15· • Ctmm1ne 59. 2 

16. . Kelly 59·0 
17· P. o 'Byrne 58.5 

18. P. carty 56.0 

19· J .J. Sinr..ott 54.8 
20. J. Qui rke (No.2) 50·7 
21. . Bolger ' T 1 \ .I.~ O. ) 43·1 

$! , I • 

The Rate Inspector aid the Collection w poor at 

the moment . The farmer who had got cattle could not sell 

the. He as s ... :tifJfi d th m jority of the COllectors were 

dOing their best but there ere a. couple he 1shed to see do 

better. None of them h d b en able to carry out the instructio~ 

of the Finance 0 romi t tee as to the percen tage8 to be lodged 

in January and February. Three of the Coililector$ - Carty, 

Of Byrne and • Kelly ere down wi th 'flu. 

The folIo lng resolutlon was adopted on the motlon of Mr 

Shannon seconded by o 'Byrne :- ftThat we recommend tha; 1n 

future all matter connected 1 th the Rate COllectlon be dis­

cussed 1n coml ttee by Cowty COuncil unle s the Councll con­

lder that tor special re ons di cues ion on any particular 

matter connected with Rate Collectlon should be conducted 1n 

open sess10n." 

The repartment of Local Government under date 21st Feb-
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I 

ruar)l, 1931, ( .. 12444/1931 Loch Garman Fa) wrote that the 

im,ster ~o d raise no objection to t he payment"" Collector 

.Sinnott TO. 19 District of po~ees in respeot of lodg­

ment to the 31.)t Octo'ber~ 1930 . 

. lth _egard to the .prepara.tion of Rece ipt and ~mand 

Note Boo~~ for Rate Collector cor re wponde nee as !Ubmltted 

from Mr. R. A . .l! olay, 5 Trini ty Stree·t, Dublin, to carry out · 

the wor k by typewrl ting machi nes at a cost of £5: 15: per . 

1000, for pr tnt Ing of farms fill lng in and checking and 6d 

-oer bo'"'1c for bind.ing. 
. 

The 11.C -tin h"lving ccnsld.£red the f 19m"es of carrying 

out the rk by ha_nd le.bo'lll' and :rnachlre "t."'1e folIO ing resolution 

\Vas adopted on the motion of Mr O'Byrne seconded by Mr Hall:-

It That no change be made in the present me thode of carry­

ing out the work of prepal'lng Rece ipt and Demand Notes by hand 

labour. The difference bet en the co-t of the two methods 

ould be an advantag4 1n cos·t of less than £10 for mach1ne 

ork but the Finance Comrni ttee oUld point out that a factor 
be 

1Ih1ch should/alSo con l dEired is the amount tha~1i will be saved 

to Horte af!sletance by taking on f or this work men Who are at 

present out of employment. II 

Under date 24th February, 1931, Me are Colfer & Son, 

Solicitors, Ne Ro~, wrote on behalf of r Jeremiah Somers, 

ho as in negotiation ith the Land Commission for the pur­

cb.ase of the farm of hie brother JaruS$ at Coolroe, Ballycul­

lare t he latter having been 1n financial difficulties for a 

number of ye ·s, and had not been able to pay Land Commission. 

AIl1lui tlee or Rates. Jeremiah auld purchase the farm pro­

vided t he Council ould accept £22: 1: 3d. half the amount dte 

for Rate. 

TIle following r .;solution was adopted on the motion of the 

Chairman aeconded by Mr O'Byrne:- flThat Messrs Ool1'er& Son, 

/ Sol icitors, Ne Ross, be inforned the Commty Council have no ' 

legal power ·to accept his proposal relative t ·o purchaSe of farm 

---------- - -
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of James Somere,Coolroe, Ballyoullane." 

HEAVY MOTon TRAFFIC OVER WEXFORD BRIDGE. 
--------------------------------~ 

The folIo ing under da,te 25th b"ebruary, 1931, was read 

from District Superintendent y W.P. Qulnn, Garda Siochana., 

Wexford:-

"With referenoe to previous correspondence on thi! 

subject and the resolution adopted at the rooeting of your 

Council on tlle 9th instant, 1 beg to inform you that on the ...... 

23rd instant Garda Martin Dwyer; Castlebrldge Station ob­

served a heavy Motor car being driven over Wexford Bridge. 

The owner of the vehiole i8 Janes ]):)herjy, Island Road, Ermis­

eorthy, and 1 t was being driven(at the time by John Reilly, 

Ferns. John Reilly stated to the Garda that he thoUfPt it 

no harm to drive the lorry over the Bridge and had rever 

heard of any per on being prevented from doing so. The un-

laden wpight of the vehicle is 3 tone 10 c ts. and the regis­

tration number is P.I. 7733. 
"Your instructions in terence to thi ca e are sollcl t-

ed, ple~e. If 

The following resolut ion as ado-oted on the motion of Mr 

O'Byrne Aconded by {r Hall:-

"That the Council be rec()mnended to prosecute James 

toherty, Island Ro~,.d, EnnitJcort.\tY 1 for a breach of by-law as 

to the p e1ng of heavy motor lorry tl'aff1c over wexford 

Bridge on 23rd February, 1931." 

llJNCANNO PIER. ----_ .. _--......... - ... -
The County Surveyor stibmittc requisition for Christol­

fher Lawlor, Caretaker DUncannon Pier for two life buoys arid 

two lamps for new qua.y . 

'!'he following resolu"Lio!l Was ac:iopted on tho not1on of 

r Shannon eeconded by 1kr (j'Byrne:- If That the County COlmcil 

bo l~equested to pr)ovic..e two De • ..t. iie buoy aIld two lamps for 

new quay at Duncannon Pier. 
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El-.TNISCORM COURTHODSE. 

The tollo ing unaer date 17th ,U'ebrual1", 1931, relative 

to complaint of Mr ~ahy, District Justice, ~~ read from the 

County Surveyor :-

"Wi th ro:f'eren to Mr E'aby t s complaint ls to the con­

d! tion of tl .. e Statutes in Ennl$corthy COurthouse I beg t o i n­

form you that subsequent to former complaints , the Distri ct 

Clerk·$ office by order of the County Council "'ias moved t o 

the large upper x'oorn, In erecting the shelw! for t he Stat-

ute..;. I so arl'aIlcoed th m ~ -to aIlo t of frse pa!sage of air 

between them and the nall, anj fne shelves were placed al ong 

an inttlrnal 1J'Jell being tho drlatt in the whole building as 

the flu from the ",tove in thE) GOUl·t passes up through Sa!OO. 

On the 12th llll;!t. I ma.c.e a thorough 1n.spec·ion of the place 

and. e£ami~d the books, an..1 1 do not think there is now any 

da.nger of deterioration. The book on being opened and ex-

ami:ood sho ed no signs ot dampness, nor did they have the 

usual smell that comes from _ damp papal'. I discussed the 

matter fully iii tb. the Clerk, and he pOinted out that i n a very 

large room a small fireplace at OnG end 1s ill$ufficient tor 

eeping the air thCIJl)oughly dry, Q.lld he suggested that an 

anthracl te st :ve Should be put in instead of the open (ire-

place. I am atisiled that if this be done the a ir in the 

room 1ill be thorol.lgl.:lly dried. II 

The neetlng decided to adjourn the further considerati on 
that 

of the matter with a recorrmendation/by next winter an anthractte 

stove be put in tho ro ill at pI'CJent used fOl' office by Di strict 

court Clerk. 

I SURANCE OF GLERICAL J1BlBISTA.fT - C • SURVEYOR· S 
OFi'ICE. ----------.... ----.. __ ..... _------------_ ... 

Under date 12th F ,brUR..:ry, J.931, the New Ireland ASsurance 

Co. :cawE;on Stl'eet, Dublin, w'('ote (6j212/31/0/Ji.v - Ordinary 

BranCh) that they h£d i8s~ed approval in respeot of policy of 
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Insurance on the life of Mr Lenis c. Radford, e~'!lPloyed as 
in Co. Surveyor' ~partment and asked for remittance of 

premium from the COunty Council. 

The follo Ing resolution as adopted on the mot i on of 

D'Byrne econded by lJr Hall :-

"That the a.pplication of Ne If land A urance relative 

to Insurance on life of nis C. Radford, b. not accept ed." 

INllJSTRIAL SCHOOL APPLIC TIONS. 

Notice a rec4ived from Di trict Court Clerk, axford, 

that an application woUld be 1I ade to exford Court on 25th 

February, 1931, for committal of rgaret and Maureen WalSh, 

exford, to an Industr3.a.l School . 

Under date 25th February, 1931 , the District Court .Clerk, 

Enniscor1hy, rote that on 5th arch, 1931, an application 

would be made at Enni corthy Juvenile Court for the cammi ttal 

to st. Jose h ' s Industrial SchOOl, Kilkenny, of Frances 

and Andrew Statford, Ferns. 

Referred to Elgee, County olicitor. 
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Rate Collection: The Chairman complained of the action of 

certain COllectors ho ere handing in cases for collection 

of ate to Solicitors and thereby heaping up legal costs . 

When decrees were obtained the amount of rate woul d not be 

accepted unless Cost ere al 0 paid, and he considered this 

as a great hal'dShip . It 'ould not be so oppressive to the 

Ratepayers if the Collectors seized on their own Warrant . He 

instanced one case in hich a struggl ing lCa$epayer had been 

badly treated in this ay . 

The follo Lng resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr Dt Aray seconded by r Corish : - "That Rate Collectors be 

instructed to seize on their 0 n Warrant" for recovery of Rates . 

We believe that it is only in exceptiona~ instances that cases 

should be handed to a Solicitor for Collection." 

A long discussion took place as to hat steps the Council 

could take to recdlver amount of rates due on derelict farms . 

Mr Jordan proposed that the mat t er be refer red t o the 

Finance committee for the purpose of putting a scheme to the 

l,:inistry . 

Col . QUin seconded. 

After further discU8Sli.on this moti on as i thdra: n 

and the folIo iog resolution was adopt ed on the motion of 

r Hall, seconded by Mr 0 'Byrne :- "That lists of derelict 

farms ith notes in respect of same setting out any necessary 

particulars as to the present position of occupier , the amount 

of Rat es and annuities due and for hat period, and any other 

essential circumstances be prepared and supplied to Messrs 

Corish and J ordan , T. D. ' S (members of the Council) who <R a/l..V 

request to rai e the question with the responsibl e Minister 

ith a vie to formulating some scheme by which the land could 

be taken over by persons ho are p~epared to ork them, and 

pay annuities and rates . TOO Co . Council considers that 

here it is impossible to deal i th m.e mattefther ise, the 

Land commission shoul d be prepared to accept hat the farms 
• 
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bring at auction. 

In connection ith the closing of Collectors ' Warrants 

the follo ing under date 7th arch, 1931, (G.16274/1931. Fa. 

LOch Garman) as read from the :oopartn:ent of Local Gover:nIllSntt-

"I am directed by the Minister for Local Governrrent and 

Public Heal th to ackno ledge the receipt of your letter of tte 

4th instant, relative to an extension of time for the closing 

of the current year's collection to the 6th May next, and I am 

to refer the Council to the terms of this Department ' s letter 

of t he 27th January last, and to state that the 'linister ad­

heres to the terms of that letter. ' 

The financial pOSition of the County Council demands 

strenuous action to get in the rates. It is noted from the 

lLinutes of Proceedings of the Wexford Board of Health and 

Public ASSistance that that body complains of the delay of t}:'\...e 

Council in meeting its demands." 

It appeared during the course of the discussion that the 

amount of year ' s rates collected to date as £84374 and amount 

outstanding £46024. 

Several members said it ould be a phys~cal impossibility 

for the Collectors to close by 31st 1. arch, 1931. 

The Secretary said that as regardS payments to Board of 

Heal th etc 87 per cent of the total demand of the Board of 

Heal th and Board of ,ASSistance taken together had been made, 

and tl1e Mental Hospital had received a similar percentage . The 

finances oftne Board of Health ould have been in better shape 

if the members ould estimate for their expenditure to the 31st 

March; at present their estimates ere up to previous December 

only. 

The follo iug resolution was adopted on the motion of 

r Q'Byrne seconded by Mr Ha1l:tOol.Quin dissenting) :-

"That as we believe it would be impossible for Rate Oolleclb­

ors t~ close their arrants ~p the 31st arCh, 1931, we again 

request the tepartment of Local Gove:bmmtrb.to consent to an ex-

tension of time to the bth ay, 1931, as recommended by Finance 
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COl1llni t tee ~I 

The state of the Rate Collection up to 7th arch, 

1931, was submitted as follows :-

Collector . 

1 . J . curtiS 

2 . E.J. urphy 

3. M. cCar~hy 

4. Wm . Doyle 

5. Thos . Ro e 

6. J . Cummins 

7. P . Doyle 

~ . T. Bolger (No .14) 

9. J . uirke (No.1) 

10. patk . Nolan 

11 . J . ~egan 

12. sean Garmon 

13 . J.J. O' Reilly 

14. A. nunne 

15. L tKelly 

lb . W. Cummins 

17 . P.O'Byr:a3 

lS . P. Carty 

19 . J.J .Sinnott 

20 . J. uirke (No .2) 

21 . T. Bolger (No .12) 

percentage of arrant 
coll ected. 

74.2 

74·1 

72 . 0 

bB .S 

6~ . 7 

b~ . 2 

btL 0 

b7 .6 

67 . 4 

66 . 7 

bb .b 

66 .4 

b5.6 

65·0 

b1.7 

60 · 5 

60 .4 

56 .4 

56 .3 

52 . ~ 

4b.b 

Average 64 .6 

The folIo ing resolution was adopted on the motion of 

r 'BYlmS seconded by r Brennan:- "That t}::f) Minutes of 

Finance Committee in respect of meeting held on 2bth February , 

1931 , be and a.re hereby adopted. II 

ILLNESS 0 MR KEHO.l£, ASSISTANT SURVEYOR . 
------------------------------------

In connection ith the resolution adopted at last meet­

ing of the council referring to the present meeting the 

question of amount of remuneration to be paid Deputy surveyors 
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O'Neill and Birthistle for temporary ork in the di trict 

of r Kehoe during the latter ' s illness the follo iug under 

date 4th ,'arc , 1931 , (R/RS/32) was read from the repartment 

of Local Government (Roads) :-

"I am directed by the inister for Local Government 

and PUbl ic Heal th to refer to an entry in the Minutes of 

exford County Council on the 23rd ultimo, relative to a.r­

rangements in connection ith illness of r Kehoe , Assist ant 

County Surveyor , and to state that where hole-time ASsist­

ant County Surveyor are required to carry out another As­

sistant Surveyor ' s duties during a period of absence payment 

of any additional travelling expen.se involved should 

adequately meet the case~1 

Under date 5th arch, 1931, certificate as read from 

Dr . S.V. O' Connor, estgate, exford, ami that Mx John Kehoe , 
\ 

Assistant Surveyor, as suffering from Influenza, and o~d 

be UD~ble to resume duty for ~onth. 

The follo ing resolution as ad09ted on the motion of 

lv'J.l' Gaul seconded by l' Corish :- II That a further month ' s 

leave of absence be granted Mr John Kehoe, Assistant Surveyor, 

as from 5th arch, 1931, and that temporary duty in the dis­

trict be carried out by ~ssrs O' Neill and Birthistle, A -

sistant Surveyors, travelling e:h."Penses of Mr Kehoe for the 

period being divided bet een them on a basis fixed by the Co . 

Surveyor . 

OVERIRAFT SANCTIONED. 

The fol10 ing unq.er date 3rd la,rch, 1931 (G . 14ti2~/193l , 

Loch Garman) Was read from the J:epartment of Local Government : 

"I am directed oy the .inieter for Local Government and 

Public Health to advert to your letter of the 2bth ultimo, 

and to state that he sanctions continuance of overdraft ac­

cormnodation not exceeding the sum of £3b,OOO up to the 1st June 

next . Interest may be paid thereon at the agreed rate ." 
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R AD GRANT. 

Under date 27th February, 1931, the L.G.D. (RoadS) 

wrote (RG/31) that a pay Order for f400 (final payment) had 

been made for L 15~ Works No. ~5b. 

AUDIT OF ACCOUNTS - NTAL HOSPITAL. 

Under date 11th February, 1931, the Department of Local 

Government rote (~~e7/31 Audit) forwarding copy of Auditor's 

Report and attested abstract of Accounts for the two half-years 

ended 31st arch, 1930, for the Mental Hospital, nniscorthy. 

ROAD CONTINGENCY FUNDS, 1931. 

The folloWing resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr Gaul seconded by Mr Corish: - "That as requisitioned by 

the County Surveyor the following transfers be made from the 

Contingency FundS:-

IN ROADS NO.12 
16 

i~ 
20 
22 
26 
40 
53 

6f 
62 
63 

COUNty ROADS Section 20 £16: 8: 3d 

£10 
£10 
£10 
£10 
£10 
£20 
£10 
£10 
£10 
£10 
£ 8 
£ 6 
£10 

PUBLIC RKS ALLOCATIONS 

1aintenance Wexford Bridge 
kaintenance Ferrycarrig Br. 
Repairs Deep Bridge . 
Repairs EdermiDe Bridge 
Repair s Fethard Pier 
Repairs Slade Pier 
Repairs County Buildings 
Repairs County Courthouses 

B L 

~g 
£30 
£30 

~ ~ 
£50 
£5 

The County Surveyor said that a proposal had been adopt­

ed to put Bree Lane into repair provided certain orks ,ere 

carried out by the local people. This had been done and he 

no anted authority to go ahead with the work. 
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The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 
Mr O'Byrne seconded by Mr Corish:- "That we authorise the 

County Surveyor to carry out the necessary ork at Bree Lane 

(estimated to cost £175) in view of the fact that the local 

people concerned have carried out their portion of the work 

as promised. 

SHEEP DIPPING (LOCAL REGULATIONS) ORDER OF 1931 

The above furnished by Department of Agr icul ture as 

read for the meeting. 

Tne Chairman proposed and Mr a tB~ne seconded the fol­

lowing resolution:-

"That the Sheep Dipping (LOCal. .e gul at ions) Order of 

1931, be referred to C. Committee of Agriculture for their 

advice." 

GOREY COURTO R AD • 
...... 
J -------------

Under date 3rd March, 1931, letter as read from ~ 

uigley, C'n ief ngineer, Local Government :cepartment (Roads) 

suggesting that the dispute bet een the County Surveyor and 

the pioneer Road Construction Co. as to the value of the 

material left over from the reconstruction of GoreY-Courtown 

road should be left to the decision of . Ryan B.E. an 

Inspector of the L.G.Dept . ho as illing to undertake the 

duty. 

The County Surveyor in reply to the Chairmen said the 

difference beteen the claim and what he considered the 

amount of material to be as 1600 cubic yards which as 

priced at 7/- per cubic yard so that the sum in dispute ran 

into hundreds of pounds. 

The Chairman said in vie of the very la.rge urn involved 

ne propo ed that the dispute bet en the Pioneer Road Oonstruc­

tion Co. and the Co. Surveyor as regardS the amount of material 

in Gorey Quarry left over by the Contractors from reconstruction 

of Gorey-Courtown Road be decided by legal proceedings. II 

~r Brennan seconded the mot ion hlbch wa adopted nem con. --
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I 
C AST ~ROSION T OSSL1L~. 

N.J . Kelly, Strand Hotel, Rosslare, wrote under date 

7th " ch, 1931, that the ast ind and heavy eas for . the 

previous three or four days ere doing considerable damage in 

cutting a ay property at Rosslare as yardS of ground were 

being washed allay With each tide . The Church all had further 

collapsed and the Cl iff oad was crumbl ing away leaving the 

water pipes of t~e Board of Health Reservoir only three and a 

half yards from the edge. The strand level hic11 had been 

building up for some months due to fine weather and esterly 

indS is no completely ashed away and as lower than ever. AS 

the outlook for Rosslare as extremely grave he earnestly 

trusted the Co . Council would see their ay to take immediate 

action to save the situation . 

Unaer date 27th February, 1931, letter as read from the 

Office of the parliamentary Secretary to the inister for Fin 

ance for arding copy of letter and enclosure Whi~~ had been 

addressed to the Secretary, Irish Tourist & :cevelopment AS­

sociation, Rosslare on the previous day . 

The following is copy of letter hich had been furnished . 
the Ro slare Tourist Development Association: 

II AS arranged with the deputation Which recently ai ted 

on me with reference to the coast erosion at RosslaIe , Mr 

Bat chen, the Commissioners ' Engineer, has since visited the 

locality and I enclose for your information copy of hi report . • I ould suggest for the consideration of your Association 

that they might no approach the Wexford County Council with a 

vie to having the works outlined in the report carried out 

by means of a Grant from the Unemployment Fund. 

I may add that the applications for free grants will 

have to be sanctmed and work commenced before tbe end of the 

financial year (31st arch 1931) . " 

The following under date 13th February, 1931, is report 

of M:r Bat chen: - . 
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"I beg to report that I vis i ted Rossl re Strand on the 

3rd instant, and examined about li miles of the foreshore 

immediately south of the Golf LinkS, and in front of hat may 

be called the restldential part of Rosslare, where serious 

erosion has been taking place during the last fe years . 

"Reports have been ri tten by Mr S. W. obbs ,. Borough ng­

ineer of Lo estoft, and Mt Delap, Engineer , Dublin, describing 

the eaxent and nature of the erosion, and suggesting measures 

to stop it and to stabilise the beach . Mr obbs has been called 

in to advi e the exford County Council, and 

Development Association. 

. 
Delap the local 

"Both reports suggest the adoption of groyne , and both 

warn their respective empIOyers~l]at the ork will be co tly . 

r obbs estimates that roynes, and the construction of a 

light re-inforced concrete revetment at the foot of the and 

cliffs ill cost about £25,000 per mile of coast, and says that 

nothing less than the protection of the It miles I have mentioned 

above should be attempted - at a cost of £37,500. 

"He qualifies this estimate, however, by saying that if 

certain things - suCh as the stopping of the carting a, ay of 

shingle, the depOSiting on the beaCh of the gravel dredged 

from Rosslare Harbour, the plant ing ofaxram grass on the sand­

hills - are dODS, the cost of protection of this particular 

part might be reduced to £8,000 per mile, or, say, £12,000 for 

the It miles . 
Al though I am fairly confident in my belief that the 

beach can be restored by a judicious system of groyning, I am 

not prepaxed to recommend the Government or any public body to 

commit themselves to this expenditure until some tests have 

been made regarding the cost of construction of groynes and 

the len~ of time required for the gro th of the beach under 

them. 

For that reason I do not recomnend the expenditure , in 

the meantime, of more than £1,500 on the erection of groY1Jes 
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and the proper construction of the slopes on the cliff face . 

The groyne I suggest ould be of the simplest possible 

type and ould have a 1 ife of about 15 yeax . It ould 

consist of steel 
-t2Zl!~­

intervals of 9 feet, and 

between, thus :-

sections driven into the shore at 

ith old rail ay sleepers fitted in 
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Under date 28th February , 1931, the Hon. secretary, 

Rosslare Touri t and Development ssociation rote that 

the Association ould be glad if the Council ould apply for 

the Grant referred to in ~tt Batchen ' s report and arrange to 

have the ork carried out . It was necessary that ork should 

be commended before 31st March, 1931 , from ?hidh the Council 

ould see that the matter s extremely urgent . 

~ Corish - I propose e ask for a grant to cover the 

hole tIling . , 

The Chairman said there was one thing to be considered 

before they embarked on the matter - by taking the grant auld 

the Council be incurring any liability for the future? 

Secret y - You can apply for the grant on the understand­

ing that it doesn' t prejudice your position as fer as coast 

erosion is concerned. 

The Chairman said that they auld be quite agreeable to 

apply for the grant and spend it so long as it woUld not me 

incurring any liability afterwardS, but that auld have to be 

assured . He 8lV that the Board of orks had their engineers 

there, and they had their staffs etc . He thought the matter 

as going to be of no great material benefit to the County 

Council . The Board of Works were in a position to g6 on Wi th 

the ork if they chose , and he thought it as their job , be­

cause by undertaking the ark the Co . Council might incur res­

nonsibility. He did not want to ee Rosslare going away, 

but the rateuayers did not ant to incur re ponsibility fbr the 

place . 

Col . uin remarked that someone had said that ork at, 

Eosslare would cost £37,000, but no it was said that £1500 

ould do . 

secretary - That t s for experimental ark . 

The Cou.~ty Surveyor aid that from the point of view of 
-

relief it was not a question of labour, it as mainly a question 

of material. The girders and sleepers would have to be pur-
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chased, and it would only be , the sinking of the posts that 

ould require labour. 

The Chairman said he came from the Rosslare locality, 

and he agreed that the expenditure of the money might be a 

good deal of help, and he did not ant it lost . if the ork 

could be done Without responsibility being incurred by the 

council. But if they got the grant of £1,500 they ould 

ha.ve every man in Rosslare anting the groynes put oPPosite 

his place, and he did not kno hat county council could 

regulate the ork to everyone's satisfaction. 

Mt Corish then ithdrew his motion and substituted 

therefor the follo ing:- IIThat we request the Office of 

Works to carry out the ork of laying down groynes on Ross­

lare Strand as suggested by Mr Battftlen, their Engineer. II 

Mr O'Byrne seconded the proposition which was adopted. 

The Chairman said it should be suggested to the Board 

of Works that they should carry out the work at Rosslare, 

because they ould not have any difficulty in the matter. 

RELIEF SCHEMES VOTE. 

The folloWing under date 3rd arCh, 1931 (R . V. ~~1/31) 

as read from the Irish Land Com~ission:-

II I run to refer to the intervie at this Office on 

the 14th January at hich the 'embers of a :Deputation ref'­

resenting your Council dre attention to certain orks in 

County ~exford :hich they considered ere of public utility 

and Which might be undertaken out of the funds provided by 

the Relief Schemes vote. The orks referred to were Drain-

age in the Cahore, BOira and Kilmore districts and the re­

pair of roads at Camolin Park. 

"Owing to the large number and cost of orks in other 

parts of the Free state it has not been found possible to 

undertake under the Relief Vote any of the workS to which 

your Council dre attention. 

AS, ho ever, Estates hich are pending under the pro-
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r 
visions of the Irish Land Acts 123-29 are situated in the 

Cat.ore, Boira and TTilmore districts, the drainage of these 

areas ill receive further consideration With a view to a -

certa.ining if any assistance can be given out of the monies 

provided under the Improveraent Sub Head of the Land Commission 

vote. II 

Tne follo ing resolution was .adopted on the motion of the 

Chairman seconded by O'~yrne :- flThat copy of letter from 

Land Con .. ission under date 3rd . arch, 1931 (R. v. 881/31) 

be furnished =essrs Jordan and Corish T.D. ls with a vie to 

ascertaining hat is the measure of assistance hich it is 

proposed to be given out of the Improvenent Sub Head of the 

Land Commission vote a regards drainage of t:te areas concerned. 

POISONS AND F1-IARl..ACY ACT LICENCE. 

The follo ing resolution as adopted on the motion of 

11' D I Ar cy se conded by r Brennan:- II That new 1 icence under 

Poisons and Pharmacy Act 1908 be issued to enis Lennon, .. er­

chant, Bunclody, report having been received from the Garda, 

SioChana of the district that they had no objection to its 

iSsue. II 

QUARRY AND 1 CHI JERY CHARG.c..S. 
If 

A Sub-Committee consi ting of ~ssrs Gibbon, Corish, 

D' ArCY, and Hayes had been appointed to consider charges for 

quarry material and hire of machinery as suggested by County 

Surveyor, but D' rcy as the only member ho f3!i! turned up 

at the meeting summoned for the 2bth February, 1931 . . 

'r D' Arcy said he ent into the f1ilgures very carefully 

ith the County Surveyor and found that there as a number of 

i terns attached to the machinery charges of Which he was not 

a are . There as £1200 of a capi tal cha.rge and this i th 

other items wa distributed over the cost of material . He 

qui te satisfied himself that the charges ere fair , 

The folIo ing under date 4th 1arch, 1931, (R/RM/32) 

as read from the :r:epaxtment of Local Government (Roads) :-
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t1 I am directed by the inister for Local Government 

and Public Health to refer to entry in Minutes of Wexford 

County Council on 23rd ultimo under heading "lV..achinery and 

Quarry Charges" and to suggest that the Committee appointed 

by the Council consider the practicability of offering the 

supply of stone to publiC tender . 

"The :cepartment ' s Engineering Inspectors ha.ve, from time 

to time, commented on the high cost of production of broken 
1 

stone by County Councils organisation and plant." 

In reply to Mr Culleton the County Surveyor aid there 

ere only very fe County Council quarries that could be 

dea.lt ith on a piece-wor~ basis. 

T~e follo ing resolution as adopted on the motion of 

.r O' Byrne seconded by Mr Colfer;-

"That we approve of the following chal'ges for .... _achinery 

and Road J!~ater ial as suggested by the County Surveyor for 

year ending 31st March, 1932 ." 

steam Drill. ........................... £3 per day . 

ngine and Granulator ........ . ......... £4 per "day for 16 x 9 

ngine and Granulator .................. £3 per day for 12 x 8 

Engine and stonebreaker ............. · .. £3 per day, 

Compressor Drill Plant ................. £4 per day, 

Roller, .................... . ......... 4~/ - per da¥ , 

Lorry ................................ 50/- -oer day 

Tar Boilers or Sprayers ................ £l per week each 

For Road material a flat rate as under :-

Rubole stone ........................... 4/ - per c . y . 

Broken stone ........................... 7/- per c .y. 

Chippings screened from B . S ............ 7/- per c . y . 

Granulated chippings .................. 10/- per c .y. 

The Rate charged to ContraC~Q2S shall be that set out 

in the Specification." 

FLOODING AT ' SHALLSTO 
----------------------

The County Surveyor reported that a Comfuittee consisting 
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of eesrs Hall, Shannon and Culleton had in~pected the place 

complained of and ere satisfied that the flooding did not 

take :place on the public road . 

No action as taken. 

HIRING OF . CHIl~Y TO NORTH TIPPEEP~Y CO . COUNCIL. 

Mr T. C. Courtney, County Surveyor, North Tippera.ry, 

rote udder date 5th arch, 1931, that the prices asked for 

the hire of machinery viz . , £2 a. day (plUS coal) for Roller 

and £2:10 per day (Plus coal) for stonebreakerere too high, 

in view of ot.er quotations . He as prepared to hire at £2 

ner day for Roller and £2:10: for stone breaker the exford 

County Council to be responsible for the coal account. He 

suggested that his Council ould supply and deliver the coal 

charging cost against price of coal 39/3 per ton f .o. r . 

Th~ County Surveyor said in view of Mt Courtney ' s pro­

posals the Council ould not make much by hiring. 

r Hall proposed and {fJ: Corish seconded the following 

resolution:- "That the machinery of the County Council be 

not hired to North Tipperary County Council . " 

Adopted. 

DUBLIN CHAMBER OF CO· fkERCE AND -RATING. 

A resolutions received from Co . Dublin Comilittee 

of Agriculture protesting"against the ill informed and 

hostile statement made at a recent neeting of the ~ublin 

Chamber of COIrlllerce in regard to the de-Rating of Land, " and 

also "against the red herrings of the politician of both pol-

itical partie o have been suggesting that certain services 

as iain roads, Menta.l Hospitals, etc should be made Nat ional 

Charges . This Quld not be relief but merely shifting the 

burden from the rates to too taxes . II 

Col. Q,uin proposed that too resolution be marked "read" . 

/' U' Sbannon seconded and the resolut ion as adopted unan-

imously. 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



POW~S OF COUNTY COUNCILS . 

The follo ing resolution was received from Westmeath 

Co . Council :-

" l.b.ereas the County Councils in the Six Counties have 

complete de-rating , and yet ~tain their full po ers, we , the 

We tmeath County Council, protest against any attempt at the 

further curtailment of the po ers of County Councils, and the 

setting up of a costly managerial system, and direct that 

copies of this Resolution be sent to each County Council and 

County Board of Hea.r.th , and we further demand that the ordina.ry 

Election of County Councillors, be held in June, 1931 ." 

U' Corish proposed and Mr Gaul seconded the adontion of 

the resol ut ion. 

Mr Murphy propo ed and Mr Culleton seconded the folIo -

ing amendment :-

"That the resolution of estmeath Co . Council as to cur­

tailment of po 'erS of County Councils etc be marked "read". 

A poll was take on the arrend.Irent i th the folIo ing 

result:-

For - ~essrs alsh, 'eyler, urphy, CUlleton, Jordan, 

Quin - o. 
Against - [iSs .j 'Ryan, CumnJiI1S, Hall, ~ ' A!cy , Shannon, 

Colfer, CooP2y, Corish, Gaul and the Chairman - 10 . 

The follo ing Councillors ere not present when poll 

as taken :- /lessrs Brennan, Clince , Giboon, Keegan, cCarthy, 

'Byrne and Smyth - 7. 
The Chairman declared the amendment lost. 

The resolution was then put and passed nem con. --
VETERINARY SURGEONS BILL 1930. 

The following resolution received from Co . Donegal County 

Council as adopted on the mot ion of Col . Quin seconded by !1r 

Shannon:-

"Tha.t the Donegal County Council , represent ing the inter-
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·f A) 
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ests of the farmers of the County, call upon the Government 

to delete or amend dr8~tically Section 45 of the veterinary 

Surgeon's Bill, 1930, which is at present before the nail, 

and that the Cotk~cil recommend that fu~ther stages of the Bill 

be adjourned for a month so as to give the farmers of the 

country, in whose interests the Council presumes the Bill was 

supposed to be introduced, an opportunity of considering its -provisions; and that copies of this resolution be sent to -
president Cosgrave, the Minister for Agriculture, the neputies 

for the County, and the other County Councils of An Saorstat. II 

THE "DAILY IL". 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of ~~ 

Cunnnins seconded by Mr Hall:- "That we condemn in the trong-

e t po ible manner the blasphemous attacm made upon Christianity 

by the "tailyail" and request tbe people of the County to 

discountenance the sale of this paper, by every means in the ir 

. power. 1 
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Wi:XFORD COUNTY COUNCIL. 

MEETING 23RD :MARCH, 1931. 

MINUTES. 

COUNTY HALL, 

WEXFORD. 

------------------------~ 

. -

N.J .FRIZWE, 

SECRETARY. 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



/ 

A eting of tne xford county Council was held on 

23rd March, 1931, in County Hall, Wexford. 

Present - lIr M. 1»y18 (Chairmanl presic1iDgi also 

Kessrs James .Armstrong, John Brennan, James C11noe, Patrick 

colfer, Thomas Cooney, Richard Corish, John CUlleton, John 

Ctmn1nl, T1mothy r. D'Arcy, JaDeS GaUl, Col. C.K. Gibbon, 

James Hall, . Patrick Hayes, William P. Keegan, Thomas .ylor, 

Thomu llOC&rthy, sean O'Byr ,lIi88 Nell18 O'Byan, 001.R.P. 

emyss QUiD, JaJX81 abannon, llYles Smytn and J s 1:. Walsh. 

'1'.b.e secretary, .Assistant secretary, County Surveyor, 

Kr Z1gee, Solicitor, aDd fi"V8 .Assiltant SUrveyors were also 

i attendance. 

ll1nu'tes of last eting were read a.ru1 confirmed. 

PAYl4ENTS. 

Treuurer '. AdVieeNote for £9bOl: 2: 7d. for Ord1D1:ty 

Aooount am £325 tor Loans Aooount was examiDed and signed. 

BIT Mn"rING C6 COUNTY COUNCIL. 
-~---~---~~-----~-----~-

It was deoided on the motion of Col. Gibbon seconded 

by lIr Hall that a3xt meeting of County Counoi1 be held on 

27~ APril, 1931, at 10.30 a.m. 

AGBDI G TO RABS J'OR nNANCIAL B.AR 1931/32 
---.--..._-----_ ....... _---------------

III connection with oOll8ideration of Estimate of Rates 

for next flmmclaJ. y at' tile fo110wiDg under dat 1btn 1I8ZOh 

1931 (G. 17798/1931 Loeb. Garman) 'AI read fr the DepU't­

nt ot Local Gover nt:-

'I am directed by tile K1n1ster for Looal Government 

and Public Health to acknowledge tile receIpt of the resol­

ution of tile xford Co ty Co oil of the 9th Inetmt, rel­

ative to the adjournment of the coneider :tlon of the e~t~ 
and to stat that ther will be no alteration 1D rat1D.g 

princIples which will atfect tbe est1ma:tes for 1931/32. The 

County Council shoUld me t Without delay for the adoptIon 

of their est~tes pursuant to Art101e 79 of tb8 PUbll0 
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Bodies .Order, 1925. 1b8 Minister grants an extension of 

time for this purpoee to a date not la.ter than the 23rd iI18t-

ant. II 

III connection Wltil the resolution adopted by tile County 

Councll at their last meeting asking the T. D. • e to endeavour 

to ecert&1n the lntent lou of the Govemment in regard to 

afford1Dg rellef to AgrlcUlture, Dr. Ryan T.D. wrote under 

date 20th llaTcb., 1931, that in hle opinion the beet way to 

serve the interests of Agrlcul tura was to get tile ~ll to pus 

some resolutloM suCh as that of lIr ~ Valera, and DOt mlnd 

about the Gover nt· s intent10ns for ~xt y8u or the year 

atter. 

1ir D. Allen T.D. wrote under dat 20th llarCh, 1931, that 

he had no informat10n as to the Goverment· s intentlon wt . 're-

p. to the De-Rat1Dg of Agr1CUl tUral 1 • '!he motion by 

l4r ~ Valera woUld come up for d1scussion dur1ng the ek: when 

it wu poee lble th lntent lone of the GoverDDent woUld be made 

known. 

The following Resolutlon was proposed by Colonel Glbbon 

and eecoDded by J.fr 14cCarthy:-

"That 118 approve and coIlflrm the figures in regard to 

Rates for flnanclal year 1931-32 e recommended by meetlDg of 

Finance Commlttee held on 2bUl February, 1931. That Rat 

for Gell8ral Charges for flnan cial year 1931-32 (In· coDformlty 

wlth flgures appearl~ on Form 42) be aD1 ls hereby agreed to 

at 8/41d In the £. for General Charges. That holders of agrlc­

ul tural laDd recelve a. rebate on the valuatlon of said land 

representlng a pouMAie rate of 2/bd. ln 'the £ belng the dlf-

f erence bet_en the pollooage rate - represented by the Agrlc­

ul turaJ. Grant vlz., 3/2-¢d. 1 the £ - and po1]ndage rate for 

amount of repayment of 10 under Rellef of Rates AgrlCUl turaJ. 

L d Act viS., *. in the I.. That Rate for Separate Charges 

for financlal yeaT 1931-32 (in conform1ty with partlCUlars 

app8u1ng on rorm 43) as presented to this meeting be aleo 
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agreed to. 

That the follo1f1ng amounts be f1xed as tile sums to be 

demanded from the three Urban D1str1cts of the County:-
£ 

New Ross 2 72:3:bd. 
Enn1scorthy ~b5: 2: O. 

xford 73 

That Drainage Rate for ICUmannock: Dra1nage Distr1ct as 

set out 1n Charg1ng Order 1ssued by the Off 1ce of Pub11c 

Works, Dub11n, am s1gned ud sealed on behalf of that body 

£83: 7: lOde be agreed to and that the s ral amounts be 

lev1ed on the perso whose 15 are set out on SCb.edUll.e 

of sa1d Charging Order or tbe1r Successors 1 t1tle aDd 

hereby direct that said amo ts be collected apart from 

Poor Rate and 1Ddepenaently of same. II 

lIr D' Arcy c0ll81dered that as 1nformat10 had be 

r ce1ved relat1ve to the report of the De-Rat g COmm1ss10n 

or of the 1ntentions of the Goverument to afford &OJ relief 

to Agriculture, the questlon of agreement to the rate for 

the forthcomlDg f1Dancl&l year should be again postpo~d. 

COlonel Glbbon polnted out that by postpon1 action 

ln th1s matter ,-Rate BookS aJld COllectors' Receipt and. De­

mand Notes, could not be wr1 tten up ln time to allow tbe 

collectors & reasonable period ln Whlcn to collect tbe Rates. 

l4r McCarthy ppl ted out that 1 t would be 1m:polslble to 

carry on the Counc11's bus1ness tmless the Rates were agr d 

to that da¥. Postponement for another nth would t every 

thiDi so far back that the Subs1d1ary Bodles could not .. 

fl0an0ed and the whole buslness of the COunc1l would become 

chaotlc. If arq relief would be given thls year later on 

tb ratep8¥ers would certa.1nl.y secure the advantage ot 1 t. 

llr D'Arcy proposed Ule follo.lrag amendment Wh1cil was 

seoomed by Mr CUlleton:-

8fhat the questlon of agre log to Rates for General aDd 

separate Cbari8S for flnanc1al yeu 1931-32 be postpoI1ed to 
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etiDg of 27th Aprl1.-

1lr CUlleton la secondlDi, sald 1 t 1fd usel ss for 'the 

COuncl1 to strike & ra.te Whlch the farmers were qul'e unable 

to P8¥., They had never be n so hard pressed .. thls year. 

Klss O'Ry concurred. 

The Cll&1 s&1d he agreed wl th the statement that the 

Rates suggested DOW were impossIble Rates. He oould not 

really understand Why there should be sum a large inorease 

1 the amount of Rates consld8rlllg all the conoessl0 that 

the poor had, the ]))le, Insurances etc. 

Messrs Corlsh and Gaul and other of the Labour member! 

objected to the Chairman uslng the wora -Dole' and polnted out 

that any rellef &tve 1n 'thls Shape to the workers was only 

111 return for theIr own money. 

ll1ss O'Ryan oonsldered that all the increases 1J::L 'Rates 

had been due to 'the dIcta.tlon of Government I»partme ts·. 

Chairman - A. number of them are alSo due to the OOtmty 

CotmC1l. 

lUss 0' Ryan s&1d that the I»partme t of Local Gove:rzmsnt 

had compelled them to appolnt a COlmty ledIoaJ. Offioer of Health 

and to embark on other schemes, whlch the COlmty wu unable to 

afford. 

'l'h8 Chal po1nted. out that 1 t was the County CouncIl 

whIch had approved of the appolntm9nt of the Co. lIedical Offlcer 

ot Heal tho '!'be Government were play1ng hIde-and-seek w1 th 

the COunollS of the country. SOn:e t1JD9 ago the Presldent 

stated that the Government was arrang1llg to grant £1,000,000 

in rellef for farmers, and what put the Government off thl! 

lntentl0 , be did not know. Then they were referr1Di to con-

slderat10 of tne Report of the De-RatIng COmmIssIon praotlcatly 

every day thoUih for the past fortnight the matter eeem9d to 

have dropped lnto complete obsourity. 

After further discuss10n a poll was taken on the ameDd­

ment wlth the follow1Di result:-

For - Messrs Brennan, CUlleton, C\I1m1nB, n'Arcy, Hall, 
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O'ByaD, SrIf\ th - 7· 
Against - ~ssr8 ArmstroD,i, C11ooe, Colfer, ())OD9y, 

Cor1sh, Gaul, G1bbon, Hayes, Keegan, Meyler, MoCarthy, 

o 'Byrne, Qui , Shannon., Walsh and the Cla1rman - 16. 

The Cha1rman deolared the amendment lost. 

A vote was ~en taken on the or1g1nal resolutlon to 

agree to the Rate and 1ib.lob. resu! ted u follows:-

For - llessrs Armstrong, Cl1nce, Colfer, ())oney, ())rlsh, 

Gaul, Gibbon, Hares, lleyler, McCarthy, 0 'Byr , Quin, 

Shannon, Walsh and the Cha1.rman - 15. 

Agalnst - )4essrs Brennan, Culleton, Cumm1 DB, n' Ar0Y , 

Hall, O'Rya.n, and Smyth - 7. 

Mr Keegan dld not vote. 

The Chairman deolared the resolutlon oarrled. 

LOAN rOR WAm SUPPLY AT COOLGREANY. 
-----~---------~-----------~-

Colonel Quin moved the following ot Whlch he had glven 

previous not 10e, copy of 1ib.lch had been 1seued to aob. Coun­

cl1lor on the 11th February, 1931:-

"That the Wexford County Councl1 consent to the borrow­

lng by the Wexford Board ot Health and PUb110 ASs1stance ot 

£770 (seven Hlmdred and seventy PoundS) to defrq the expen­

ses of lm'5tall1ng a water supply at Ooolgreany, area tf 

ohari8 for repayment of lAtQp and for maintenance of water 

supply to be the CoolgrelLDY Dlspensary Dlstr10t. I 

())lonel Qu1n pointed out that there re from 50 to 60 

Sohool ch1ldren 1n CoolireaDY tor Whom no water supply was 

available, and Who were obl1ged at present to go over a 

quarter of a m1le for a drtnk. 

llr Gaul seconded the motion. 

l.tr 'H&ll p01nted out a:t t.b.a.t the Co. Board of Health 

had. already a.coepted & Contractor for ~ work. 
-.. 

Mr n'Arcy said 1t w. a. Dr)st extra ord1Dary state of .........., 

affairs to f1nd & Subs1dlary Body of the C01i1D.Ol1 ask1ng for 
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the consent of the latter to obtain a Loan for work for 

wh1ch they had already aooepted a Contractor. It certa1n-

ly looked as if the oonsent of the Counoll to th1s b1a ex­

pendlture was oonsldered to be a mere formal 1 ty. 

141ss O'Ryan pOinted out that as the work was under 

the Relief SohemadVote 1t had been D808ssary for the Co. 

Board of Health to arrange for 1ts expenditure before the 

31st March next, the end of the finanoial year; otherwise 

the Grant of £300 from the Goverment would not be avail­

able. 

Colonel Gibbon ma.1nta1ned that the COunty Counoil had 

defin1tely laid 1t down that Where ohazg8s of th1s desor1p­

t10n were placed on a part1oula.t' looality the per ODS r s­

pons1ble for reoomnend1ng the levy should asoertain that the 

peopl of the D1striot oonoer~d or at least a material 

major1ty of them were 1n favour of the Soheme. In th1 

part1cular 1nstance they had the opinion of Col. QUln only 

that th1s partioula.t' soheme was neoessary. He (Col. G1bbon) 

would l1ke to k:no1r what steps had been take to obtain the 

oonoensus of op1n1on of the peo)18 of the looality 1nterested. 

lir Gaul asked 1f Colonel Gibbon expeoted the members 

of the Board of Health to go arown to the people ooncerned 

and asoertain tbeir v1ews. 

Colonel G1bbon said it wOUld not have been very much 

trouble if a number of people in the distriot formed a Com­

m1ttee to asoerta1n how the people felt regarding this pro-

posal. It shoUld not be forgotten that they were placing 

on Ooolgreany D1Spensary Distriot, a rather l1m1 ted area, 

repaplent of a loan of £770. 

After further disoussion lIr D'Aray proposed and Mr · 

smyth seoo~d the fOllowtng resolut1on:-

'That oonsideratlon of applloatlon to agree to Loan 

of £710 to be raised by the County Boaz~ of Health for Water 

Supply at Coolgreazxy be held over unt 11 next year. II 
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A vote on tnis proposal resUlted 'as folloW8:-

For - ~ssrs Brennan, D'Arcy, and Smyth - 3. 

Against - 18ssrs ArmstroDg, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, 

Corish, CUlleton, CUDm1ns, Gaul, GIbbon, Hall, HaJ8S, Keegan, 

Keyler, Mccarthy, O'Ryan, O'ByrD8, QUin, Shannon, Walsh aDd 

tile Cba.1rma.n - 20. 

The Cba1rma.n deolared the motIon lost. 

The resolutIon of Colonel Qu1n was the put and deolared 

oarr led by the Ql.a.lrman. 

--------------~---... ---
The follOWing motIon of 1Ihiah he had. given prevlous 

not lce and copy of whlch .. had been clrcUla.ted. to the County 

Counclll,.bn the 11th February, 1931, was moved by l4r Gaul.:-

-That the Wexford County CouncIl oonsent to the borrowing 

by the Wexford Board of Health and Publl0 AssIstance of the 

sum of £3,300 ('!brae Thousand Three Hundred Poundl) for the 

purpose of carrylDi out a sewerage lnstallatlon at Bunclody, 

the area of oharge for repayme t of 10 to be the .Enniscorthy 

Rural DdstrIot.-

llr Hall seconded ~ prtposal. 

Colonel GIbbon asked What steps had been taken to fInd. 

out if tb people Who were to be taxed for thls work, were 

satIsfled. 

Miss O'Ryan said the matter was oonsidered on more than 

one oocaslon by the County Board of Health and If there had 

been IllY objeotion to the propo al, SCD8 representat10ns 

aga.1nSt the project would oertainly have been bro\liht to 1ts 

notice. . 
The Qla1rman pOinted out that the Bunclod:y sewerage 

Soheus had been stressed by Dr. Bastlble, the County Jledical 

Off loer of Health, and had. been put f orwa.Td by the deputa.t ion 

of the County Counc1l to the L. G. D. as one of the most sUi t-
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101e workS for Whldn a Rellef Grant should be glven. 

l4r Armstrong sald that a very influentlally sliD8d memorlal 

ln favour of the work had been lodged with the Board of Health. 

Thls was very extenslve1y s1gned not only by the Ratep8¥8rs of 

the 1mmec11ate distrlct b}1t by a nl.lDber of outslde!s. 

TQe resolut10n was the put and paased con. --
COUNTY COUR'mOUSJ! - PRISONER'S IX>CK. 

-----~~--------~--~----~ 

The following mot10n of waian he had given previous notice 

was moved by COlonel Quin:-

'That the deoision of the County Council at their meeting 

of lOth November, 1930, 1nforming the ])1)p&Ttment of Justlce that 

as a change in connection with the posit10n of trlsoners' doc1c 

1n the County COUrthouse was for the convenience of that ·Depart-

nt they should pay the expense in relation to Sall8, and 1Ih1ch 

would amount to about £70, be resclnded, and that the Couno11 

agr e to erect the necelsary Itaircase for pr1soners' dock at the 

cost of the county.' 

The County Surveyor stated that he belleved the work 

would cost about £55, and. Col. Quin altered h11 resolutlon *0 

that £70 mentloa.d therein would read £55. 
Mr Ball seconded the Dded resolut10n. 

I the course of dlscuss10n the Cb.a1 po1nted out th ;t 

1 t was very unfair for the Government to ask the Councll to foot 

the blll for thls al teratlon. 'Ihe the plans and speClflcatlon 

were before the Government there was naJ mentlon Whatever of this 

work and now the Government were r taln1ng £400 of the Councll' s . 
money. In eqUity and ~ustlce the Government should have been 

satlsf1ed to carry 0 t .. work at thelr own expense. 

A vote was take on Col. QUlnts resolutlon and resulted as 

foll WI:-

For - 148ssrs Armstrong, Cllnce, Jolfer, COOIMlty, Corllh, 

Cummins, Gaul, Hall, Hayes, McCUthy, 0 'Byrne, Quln and Shannon 

- 13. 
Aga1nst - Messr8 BrelUl&Il, CUlleton, n' Arcy, Glbbon, xeegan, 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



9 
Mayler, OI,Ryan, Smyth, Walsh, and the Cllairman - 10. 

The cna1rman declared the resolutlon carr led. 

OOUNTY SURVEYOR'S REPORT. 
---~-~--------------

The followlng report was submltted by the County 

Surveyor:-

-During the week we have been moving our Off1ces from 

lortvl • to the new Building, and now almost everythlng has 

been remov d. 

I am arranging for motor parking place in the groundS 

a.t the new Building, but It wl1l be some little time before 

the work ls oompleted. 

I suppose the County COunoll will now take steps to 

advertise Fortvlew, and also the 81 te ot the Old Courthouse 

on the QU8¥ , for sale. '11 th reference to Fortvlew I oon­

slder It would be advlsable to have the 'bulldlni washed down 

and oleaned up, and, as far as posslble, any small damages 

to struoture made goOd, so that the best prlce IDa¥ be obtalned. 

It w11l now be necessary to make new arrangements In 

regard to the Flre Insurance of the new Building, and also I 

suggest tha.t Fire ~lngU18hers be purohased: I have partlo-

ulars In regard to these. 

Renewal ot the ElL and p/L Insurance Polloles oomes 

forward DOW, and also It wOUld be advlsable to deal With the 

Insurance oover1.Dg e~loslve8. In oonneotlon wlth all thes 

polloies 1 t Will be ~ces sary to go In detail Into the figures, 

a.nd I suggest that tte matter be referred to the rlnance 

Comml tta on the 2bth Instant with a view to baving the mat-

ter go~ into i detall with the Representatlws of the In­

surance Broker . 

I have now made a.rr&Iliements for the dIvIs10n of ltr 

Kehoe's Area between the adjolning ASslstant Surveyors, 1Ir 

Blrthistle and llr O'N ill. There are elght sectlons, four 

in Wexford taken 'by lIr Blrthietle, and four in New Rose taken 

'by llr 0' ill. 
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At your meetine; on the 9th instant lt was deolM4 DOt 

to hire mach1nery to the North Tlpperary County Counoll, as 

the Surveyor - Mr Courtney - did not agree to our terms. Sub­

sequently Mr COurtney wrote acceptlng our terms, and the Fln­

ance Conm1ttee on the 12th inStant agreed to the hlreage. 

The mach1nery has DOW gGDe forward to Tlpperary. 

I have ,to report tha.t our lIaahl118ry OVerseer Is at 

present lald up wi tb Intl llama, but I trust wll1 loon be able 

to return to work. 

The footbrldge at Courtown Harbour ls DOW belIli recon­

struoted • 

There 11 an app110at1on for petrol pump 110ence at 

Court own Harbour from l4r D. Bolger. The tank wlll be placed 

In pr1vate premiSes, and the pump on the edge of the footpath.. 

and I see no objeotlon to the l10ence be1Dg granted. In 18-

iard to petrol pump 1n }laln Street, Gorey, be1llg ereoted by 

Mr Il.1chael F1Dn, I beg to report that the tank 1S now being 

laid under tbe floor of the gazage, am lS, oonsequently off 

the Coun011'S premises. I have been 10 oommunioatlon wlth 

the Eleotr10ity Supply Board w1th reference to the dama~d 

footpathS ~ New RoSS, and have letter from them stating that 

the matter w11l ha.ve immediate attention. , 

I have a oommunloatlon from the Ch'f! Eng1neer (RoadS) 

Looal Goverm.nent Departm3nt 1fi th reference to the proposed 

improvement grants for the comtng year in which he states he 

oannot sanotlon the oontinuanoe of oement-bound macadam. It 

1S proposed that two seot10ns of the wexford-New ROS8 Road 

be laid 10 8lab ooncrete, am that a seotlon of the Ennll­

corthy-Bunclody Road be laid in Water-bound macadam. I 

deallng further With th1s matter. W 

The followiDg resolut1on was adopted on the mot10n of 

l4r O'Byrne seconded by llr Hall:- w!hat the report of Co. 

Surveyor be received and oonsidered." 
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Fortvlew: The County Surveyor sa.ld he had contempla.ted 

pending al:>out £10 on Fortvlew to do some minor repa1rs 

wh~ were necessary in connectlon w1th the removal of furn­

lture etc to the new prem1ses. 

Kr O'Byrne proposed and lIl' Hall seconded the follow1ng 

resolut10n:- "That the county Surveyor be empowered to ex­

pend a sum iii not exceedlIli £10 on minor repa1rs at Fortview. 

The Cba1rmu. Sa.1d it miib.t be adVisable ln conneotlon 

wi th the ale of the plaoe 1f the COunoil spent somethlDi to 

"do 1 t up". If 1 t were put in presentable ooOOi t 10n they 

mii,b.t sell at a better pr1ce th would be .. ease lf the 

Councll spent only a few poundS tn 1 t. 

After discusslon l4r O'Byrne wl thdrew hl resol ut ion and 

it was declded to adjourn oonsideratlon of the matter to 

next meetlng the County SUrveyor in. the meantime, to obtain 

from the Flnaooe Commlttee a reconmeXldation as to what he 

considered should be spent on the premises. 

As regudS advertlsing Fortvle+or sale 1 t was deol .. d 

to watt for aDOther two monthS. 

The same order was made as to proposed Sale of Old court­

house slte should Mr ilges Solioltor have the tltle deedS etc 

ready btl then. 

lire Insurance New Bulldlps: Col. Glbbon reoormr:ended the 

purchaSe of appliances approved by 'the Insurance Co. as lt 

would mean reduction of the Insurance prem1um. 

T.b.e County SUrveyor sa1d that he had an interv1ew' w1 th 

a Representatlve of the Minimax COmpany who reCOImD9nded 2 pl. 

conical ext1DiUlshers at a cost of £4: lOS; each. Eight set 

witn a 25 ~ discount would oost £25. 
Colonel G1bbon sald lf they iot the Mlnimax J!xtinaulshel'S 

they should uk the CO:rnp&DJ to arrange for an annual inSpect lon 

l4r O'Byrne a1d t~t the Mental Hosp1tal Committee bad , 
decided on obtaining Ext1Ilgu1shers made ln Ireland and 1Ib.txlh 

were claimed to be qulte as effectlve as any made elsewhere 
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As the new premlses were now practloally flre proot., tbey 

should be able to obtain a very blg reduotlon In the amount 

of Insurance premlum. 

Colonel Glbbon proposed and. Mr D' Arcy seconded the 

following resolutlon WhlCh was adopted nem con. --
• That the County Surveyor make full enquirles as to 

flre Extinguishers and ascertaln If those made In Ireland 

are approved by the IIlSura.noe CO., am. that partlculars be 

submi tted to the Finance Committee for reoomneDdatlon." 

ELL and p/L %IlSurance: '1'h.e County Surveyor said they had 

carr led on a correspondence wl th tbe IDSurance Brokers as to 

the varlous pollcles and also as to a policy in conneotion 

wlth the carriage of explosives but the whole business was 

very complioated and 1t was difficult to flnd out Where the 

Counoil tood in the matter. Tbere was no use in haviDg 

insurance unless they were fully covered. If they had a 

Representative ot the Insurance Brokers in attendance at the 

Finance COmi ttee they would be able to have the whole matter 

definitely settled. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

the Chairman seoonded by l4r O· :Byrne: - • That we approve the 

suegestion ot the County Surveyor to Invite the attendance of 

a. Representative of the IDSUra.nce Brokers to a meetlng ot the 

FiuanC8 Comndttee on the 2bth Maroh, 1931." 

Hire~ ot Machlnery: Mr Hall sald inStead of having to 

send mach1D9ry out ot the County the COlmo!l should be In a 

posi t10n to sell broken stors to farmers WhO required it bad­

ly &Dd Who bad OOW no prospect ot pro4uring 1 t • 
• The Cha1rman sald it was a 11' eat irievance tor farmers 

that they could not obtaln small ~t1ties ' of' broken stone 

for repa.iriDi lanes and yardS. S1nce the drawlna of gravel 

from the strand at Rosslare had been prOhibited It was a 

ser10US loss to the people of the 1008.11 ty, who would be pre­

pared to pay the produotlon cost of broken stone If they could 
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obtaIn It at that flgure. (3 
I replyt to the ChaIrman the County SUrveyor saId 

that to supply for materIal. WhIch had formerly been taken 

from Rosslare strand there were quarrIes at KerloiUB and 

St. Helen'S whIle Mr Blrthistle Assist t Surveyor for the 

distriot was In negotIatIons for materIal from & gravel 

pit. 

Mr Keegan said there was DO 1_ to prevent the Counc11 

sellIng chipp1ngs at oost pr10e and if there wu SUch a law 

the Council would take steps to have 1t Changed. He proposed 

a resolut10n on the lInes 1nd1cated as to the selling of 

broken stone. 

1Ir Elgee sald that County COuncil mater1al oould. be 

sold only for road metalling. The 1. of the matter as 

10lli as he oould remember had been always the sane. 

llr H8¥8S asked 1f there was & surplus of mater1al oould 

not the amount whIch was not requIred for roadS be dIsposed of. 

The county. Surveyor said 10Di ago they m1gh~ve a sur­

plus but thIS had not happened for some t1me now. ihey sold. 

the dust-Wh1ab. was waste stuff ..... It was not su1table tt put 

on roads and otherw1se they would have to pay people to take 

1 t pay. They never sold broken stoBS exoept in a fn In­

stanoes for roadS Whloh were not County roads. 

lLr O'Byrne saId the Copoll hould try and have thIs 

grlevance remedIed. The people were now prevented from taki~ 

gr&vel from foreshores and they oould inform the L.G.D. that 

the Counoll were anxIous to facIlItate the ratepa¥8rs In the 

ma.tter. They Should approach the L.G.D. and ask for per-

m1ss10n. 

In reply to llr Keegan the county Surveyor said they had 

about 2000 oubio yards of mater1al 1n Gorey H1ll qu~ry and 

they would require only about 600 • 

llr O'ByrD:) proposed and l4r Keepn seconded the follow1ng 

resolut10n:- -That In v1ew of the fact that numbers of 

people are now unahle - owing to prohlb1 tory Orders - to ob-
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tain materlal from foreshores we hereby ask the L. G. D. 

for permlsslon to sell surplus County Councll road materlal 

a.t cost prlce, to any ratepayers requir1ng same." 

The resolutlon was adopted Colonel Qu1n d1ssentlng. 

Illness of JlaCh1D8n Qyerseer i Dr. T. D. llUrphy, Ennis 00 r thy , 

forwarded under date 2200 March, 1931, lIIdloal certif10ate 

tha.t Kr ll11am llurphy, l4'aOhinery OVerseer, :&:nn1scorthy, was 

suffering frour Influenza and Pulmonary congestlon. He was 

wholly unable to work and would not be able to resUlDa for at 

least 14 dals. 

The following resolut1on WU adopted on the mot1on of 

llr C11noe seconded by l4r O'Byrne:-

"That Will lam lIurphy, Mach1nery Overseer, be granted , 
14 <ia¥S slale leave as from 22nd March, 1931, in accordanoe 

with Medical ())rt1f1cate. Tha.t W1ll1am Byrne, BlaekSm1th, 

be placed in cb.a.rie of l4aah1nery Yard at Ennlscorthy, and 

rece1ve an allowance of of 10/- per week for performance of 

thls duty durlng Kr MUrphy's 11lDeSS." 

The following resolut1on was adopt d on the motion of 

Mr O'Byrne seoonded by Mr Cllnoe:-

"That John Radford, Old pound, axford, be employed as 

temporary lorry drlver during the lllness of Wllllam M~y, . 
wages £.2. per week." 

Eetrol fY!!Ips: The following resolutlon was adOpted on the 

mot1on of llr O'Byrne seconde,y llr Cl1nce:- "That 11cences 

for Petrol pumps be granted David Bolger, Courtown Harbour, 

a.tld :w.. Finn, Main Street, Gorey~ 

COlonel Quin sa.1d pumps of the deBOr1pt10~of wh1ctl 

llcences had been il"anted in these caSes were an obstruction 

to pedestrlans. The pipe should br broUiht in from the top. 

Electrlcltl §ypplf Board d@ffi@sed footpaths: The County Sur­

veyor sald nothlng had yet been done by the Board. 

cement Bound l4aCadam Roads: Mr Keegan called attention to 

the sldes of the recently constructed cement-bound macadam 
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road between Gorey and Courtown Whlch he said were dangerous 

oWlIli to loose stones. An acoldent, he stated, had oooureed · 

on tbe road already and somethlng should be daDS to remedy 

the matter. 

Tlle County Surveyor tated he had an ppolntn:ent wl th 

a. representatlve of the Contractors who d1d the road and 

he was det 1ng him on the next day and g01ng over the road 

w1th him. 

l4r Keeiill sUigested that a small oomm1 ttee be app01nted 

so that they would be in possession of the facts when people 

oomplained to them. 

COlonel Qu1n s~d he agreed tha.t the coOO1 tlon of the 

s1des of the road was dangerous, but they had a good surveyor 

and "I don't see why we keep a dog and do the bark1ni our­

selves," added COl. Quin. 

Tbe Cha1xman sta.ted that the County Surveyor was In a. 

posltlon to tell them Whether the Coum1l or the COntractors 

were responslble. 

County Surveyor - T.be Contractors are responslble for 

maintenance up to some date in lla¥. 

Kr Keegan - That'S the answe~ made to people Who in­

quired of me. 

l4r O'Byrne stated that the speciflcatlon prov1ded for 
of 

rolling 1n/the SideS, but It not dote. 

county Surveyor stated th t part 1al rolllng was done. 

l4r 0 'Byrte - It was not oonsolldated. 

Chairman - Itt 'UP to the County Surveyor or hlstlsSlsta.nt 

to see that 1 t 1s done. Any member Of the Councll Is at 

llberty to go on the road When the Co. Surveyor 1s meeting 

the oontractor' representatives. 

The Comty Surveyor sald tha. t 14r Quigley, Chlef Englneer, 

RoadS ])3partment L. G. D. did not approve of the cement bound 

macadam road. 
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Colonel Gibbon sald thiS was & reversal. of the pollcy 

of the ]):)partusnt for the past two years at least. me 
sUigested that the County Surveyor should get in touch with 

tbe RoadS Department - and find out their rqson for the chanp 

with all necessary technioal details and on reoelpt of the 

iD!orma.tion the COunty Surveyor should prepare and i8S~ to all 

Councl1lors a full report as to the sltuatlon whlab. had now 

arlsen. Up to the present they had been led to belleve that 

the cem3nt bound macadam road. furnished a solution of all their 

d1ffioulti ... 

Miss O'RYan sald that at last meeting the Council were 
I 

in favourpf appointing a Sub-Committee to go into the cost of 

the different kindS of roadS for whidl a grant woUld be avail­

able. 

In reply to a query the County Surveyor said that the ob­

ject10n made by :ur QUigley to the cemant bound road was that 

it was very uneven and the surf a.oe OUld not last. 

lliss 0 'Ryan sa.td 1 t was a olass of road Which sUited 

farmers' horses much better than the concrete slab road: it 

was quite good enough for motorlsts and was excellent for far-

mers. 

l4r Keegan referred to accldents whlch bad. taken place 

on the tar macadam road in Gorey town. 

The Chairman sald it was an established fact that horses 

could not tr ;vel on the tar-road. Attar three or four f1D4 

days motor cars polished it like glass and. lt was a death trap 

to horses. 

l4188 O':Rya.n who olaimed to have ~ experience in USlng 

the cement bound road from IOlookeen ())oss to Tomcoyle aid 

Qat .ta:&at everybody would agree that lt was a deoent ~ob. 

Colonel Gibbon moved the follow1ng:-

·'T.b.a.t the County Surveyor be 1nstructed to prepare a 
. 

detailed report Which wl1l put County COunolllors in possesslon 
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of faots and data to discuss the various kinds of roadS 

and their suitability for the traffio of the County and 

to enable the Council to come to the most advisable decis ion 

in the matter." 

Mr Corish seconded. 

The County Surveyor said tha.t Mr Quigley never seemed 

to 'be favourably dlsposed to the cement bound road, but he 

allowed some stretches to be l..,id in the nature of an exper­

iment. 

The Chairman asked if there was suffioient experience 

of thls class of road oonstructlon to ascertain lf 1 t woUld 

last for a reasonable number of years. 

Colonel Glbbon sald they bad been led to belleve When 

the officlaJ.s of the L.G. n.partment were before the County 

Counoll tha.t they had suffiolent experlence of it to recommend 

lt to the Councll. When this method of road constructlon 

was first under conslderatlon by the Counoil he (Col. Glbbon) 

suggested they should oarry out an experiment of ahout 200 

yards in Wexford town provlded the manufacturers supplied the 

cement free. The L.G.D. offlclals then 0am3 aloIli a.nd sald 

they had had sufflo1ent experlence to use thls method on 

Rossl&re-wexford and on Courtown-Gorey RoadS and let the Coun-

011 belleve it was a sa.tlsfactory method. of oonstruotion. 

Mr Gaul asked if Mr QuiiJ.ey had condeDEd tM Tomcoole 

Ro-ad.. 

County Surveyor - He sald 1 t was very uneven. 

The Chairman sald that the people were prepaxed to put 

up wl th the road being someWhat uneven than spend 100 per oent 

more for a perfeot road. 

The resolution was then put and passed. 

The followlng resolutlon was then adopted on the motlon 

of lIr O'Byrne seoonded by Mr Cllnoe:- "That the Report of 

County Surveyor presented to thlS meetlng be and ls hereby 

adopted. • 
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ROLLING IN ROAD MATERIAL. If 
The following under date 19th Maroh, 1931, (R/RGM/30/l930) 

was read from the :oopartJD3nt of L.G. (RoadS):-

"I am dlreoted by the Mlnlster for Looal Government and 

Publio Health to refer to the dlscusslon of weXford C~Y 
Councll on 23rd ultimo on this :OOpartment I s letter t ~~th 

ldem and to lnqulre why raw stone oannot be rolled in in 

County wexford as ln other Countles." 

The County Surveyor said he did not follow exactly what 

was meant by the letter from the ~pa.rtment. He had looked 

up the Mlnutes and the ma.tter apparently arose out of the 

letter from the :oopartment as to olq and sods being used as 

blnding for potholes. These were things for whioh stone 

oould not very well be rolled in and lt was more dlffloul t 

to do thls as there was suah a. smaJ.l 8m:>unt of materlal belng 

used. Of course If there was any appreolable quantlty to 

be deal t with 1 t was rolled in. The materlal Whlch tley were 

using on the Wexford-l)lnoannon Llne would be rolled. 

Colonel Glbbon proposed the following resolution Whloh 

was seoonded by the Chairman and adopted:- "That the L.G.I). 

(ROadS) be lnformed that Where the est1ma.tes allowed for 

materlal to be rolled suah as on the Wexford -l)lnoannon llne 

the material was rolled in, but Where lsola.ted potholes have 

to be dealt wlth they sa no eoonomio aJ. ternative to the pres­

ent method employed by the County Surveyor." 

ROAD GRANTS. 

Not1floatlon was reoelved from L.G. ])3partment (11th 

Marah,193l - RGM/20l/3l) as to allooatlon of £10,162 for 

lla1n road maintenance grant represent1ng 40 'fo of the amount 

whloh the Councll had agreed to for maintenanoe of maln roads 

for 1931-32. 

Under date 12th MarOh, 1931 (S.G.G./32) the L.G.D. (Roads) 

not1fled payment from the Improvemtnt Grant of the following:-
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£6bO and £5Ob (T .12) and £4b0 (T. 7) final payments. 

Under date 12th axch, 1931, t repartlU)nt of L.G. 

(RoadS) wrote notifying payment of £lb42 (T.tS) the final 

payment from Road Improvement Grant. 

BURRO. ROSSLARE. 
---.----------

The following memor1al Which was nunerously s1gned 

was read:-

-'Ie, the undersigned hDuseholders and iDbab1tants of 

that paxt of Rosslare known as the Burrow, respectfUlly 

request the County Council to build a wall or some k1nd of 

barrier on the strand from Hopeland Bank to the last house 

on the Burrow. Our request 1s based on the following ' 

reasons:-

-First: As we pay rates every year to the County 

COunc11 we claim the right to a clear unobstructed road or 

way to and from our homes. In our present concii t10n we 

are terribly hampered on account of the fact that we have 

to wade throuiP feet of water as result of the tide. This 

is especially true in w1nter time when 1t 1s impossible to 

get to or from our holdings w1 thout being drenched w1 th 

water to the k:r»es. S1nce we are ratepqers, 1s 1 t fair 

that we should be compelled to use suCh a trying way ? 

"secondly: In winter time the t1de attackS with such 

force that our homes a.nd out-houses are often flooded, With 

the result that we suffer 1nconvenience, hardships, and 

losses. But those are not the wor t effects ~ In consequence 

of the flood1ng, our homes and houses are undermined, and 

eventually we w111 neither have a house nor a home. Is not 

that & very gloomy prospect to think over ? 

-Th1rdly: Our ch11dren have to ttend school regularly, 

ass1st at Mass, and other relig10us duties. Gentlenen of the 

County COunc1l, what would you say or think 1f you saw your 

l1ttl Ch11dren obl1ged to wade througn water and bound to 

rema1n 1n school 1n soaked feet and wet stOck1ngs ? th1Dlc 
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that your sense of fa.ir play and human instinots would 

oondemn such conditions. Responsible people nowadays a.re 

try1D.i to arouse interest 1n a.tld d1rect attention to the im­

portance and necessity of looking after the health of the 

ohildren. Efforts ~ being made towards the curing and 

preventing of dise ,and the conserving of the ahildrens' 

heal the This 18 a move in the r1&ht direotion. You will 

admi t tha.t wet feet and wet garments do not pro ote the heal. th 

of children 'Who have to endure such 1noonvenienoes Whilst 

in school. It is very severe and inhuman that children have 

to go to school in suoh a oondition. What is the result ? 

It injures the ohildren's health and disposes them to disease 

and other ailments, . as well as making their t iDle in ebhool 

so unpleasant and so un~omfortable. It will be easily seen 

"from the reasons we ha.ve given that our request is urgent 

and necessary. e appeal then for the sympathy, help and 

co-operat10n of eam am all the member of the Cotmty COunCil, 

aDd we earnestly hope that something w1ll be done to protect 

us and our families aga.inst the terrible oond1 tions that con­

front us. Our homes and our liwel1hood, the health am 
lives of our children are 1n danger. 

" e IDaf add that one farthing 1n the pound would be 

suffio1ent to cover all the expenses in connection with the 

building of the above said w&11 or barrier.· 

l4r Corish stated he had been speaking during the week 

to the Parliamentary secreta.ry for the Board of Works with 

regard to a proposed grant of £1,500 for the erection of 

groynes at Rosslare, and he was informed tbat that I)9partment 

would not carry out the work themselves. .As the money might 

be lost to the COunty if a scheme was not put forward before 

March 31st, l4r Corish asked llr ngee, So11citor, if the 

Councl1 would carry out the work Without prejudicing the1r 

position afterwardS 1n so far as co .. t erosion damage. 
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llr Elgee replied they could, provided the Department 

acoepted the Council's undertaking tcj10 the work under 

those circumstances. 

The Chairman stated that he would also not 1 ike to 

see the money recomnended being lost, but the Council did 

not want to undertake any risk or li bility in the carry-

ing out of the work. Could their officials do the work ? 
County surveyor - We could do 1t. 
Colonel Quin suggested that the responsib1l1ty for 

coast erOSion damage wanted to be tbrown on the counc11, 

Which might let them in for frightfUl expense. 

Cha1rman - Coast eros1on 1s a national question, and 

I don't hear of any other County OOuncil being called upon 

to do any such work except ourselves. 

Colonel Gibbon asked if the erosion at Rosslare had 

oontr1buted towards the flooding on the 1nner strand, dealt 

with in the memorial. 

The Cha1rman stated he thought 1 t must have inoreased 

the tidal flow on the harbour side. It would be only 

naturlJ. to e~ct that such would happen with such a flow 

from the sea across the burrow. He suggested that the 

County SUrveyor and h1s £tasistant shoUld ma.k8 a survey and 

prepare an e t1mate of What 1t would oost to carry out the 

proposal. oontained in the memorial. In his op1nion one 

farthing in the £, would not be suffic1ent, or one penny, 

or twopence. 

The County Surveyor stated that the cost would also 

be influenced conSiderably by hav1ng to br1Dg material from 

a. distance. It would certa.1nly cost £1000 owing to extra. 

haulage. 

Cha.1rman - we are all pue that the people down tmre 

have to waJ.k to and from the1r places throUib\the water. 

There 1s DO exaggeration 1n the memorial. The only way the 

children can get to sChool is to cross over to the big 
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strand, wh1ch 1s out of the way, as at t1mes the tide woUld 

be hitting the bankS there, . also. 

Colonel Gibbon stated that provided the Board of Works 

i&ve them the full spec if icat ion of what was to be done in 

so far as the suggestion to erect groynes was concerned, the 

COuncil should. carry out the work, which would mean addition­

aJ. employment. 

Colonel Quin stated he was entirely in favour of the 

"ork, but would the Bo of orks land the Council w1th tbe 

responsibili~Of coast eroSion1 

l4r n' Aray s\ligested that the Tourlst ~velOpneDt Associat­

ion should be entrusted W1th the carrying out of the work. 

llr COr1sh - They would not be given the money. 

Chairman - The whole trouble is we don't want to see 

the £l, 500 lost, but it bas also to be remembered tha.t the 

Minister for Finance has not agreed to the sUigestion to ex­

pend £1,500. 

1lr COr1sh - It ls only a recommendation. 

Cb.a1rma.n - The engineer came down and simply made the 

recommendation to expend th t money, but you are not a bit 

nearer to gett1ni it. 

IUss O':aya.n - l))n't give them the chance of refusing it. 

Cotmty Surveyor - As far as I understand, in order to 

qual1fy for grant you must have the work commenced before 

31st MarCh. 

In reply to the Chairman, the County surveyor said he 

had a.n 1dea of the work recomnended to be carried out. 

Mr Cor1sh sta.ted tha.t the data which l4r Batoben,~Di1mer, 
of the Board of orkS, got on his Visl t to Rosslare would be 

placed at the d1sposal of the COunc11. 

COlonel Gibbon sa1d they had to consider that Rosslare 

was go1ng an;y, and now was a chance of spend1ng money on 

an experiment with groynes, the result of WhiCh would en-

able them to judge as to 1 ts pe:rma.nency. If 1 t were Shown 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



:;J 
that the work would have an effect on the eros1on more money 

m1ght be forthcom1ng, to do the job properly. 'l.he Gover -

ment could not be expected to put up a huge sum of money at 

once for such workS. 

Cha.1rman - The plaIlS are to be obtained fran the Board .. 
of orks, and we woUld h :va to ca:rry out the work where they 

ind1cate. In that case 1t would be all r1ght but 1f we had 

the select10n ot where the work 1s to be dOD3 it would cause 

a lot of trouble. llr Jl;lgee is qu1 te satisfied that we are 

to take this in quite an 1rrespons1ble way, and that we are 

not to be held l1able 1n any w8¥ for coast eros1on. · If there 

1s any agreement 1 t should be &lealed and signed. Whatever it 

is gping to coat we will DDt be responsible tor the expense 

of one penny more. 

The follow1ng resolut1on adopted on the motion of 

Colonsl Gibbon seconded by JIr OOrish:-

• '!hat as regardS the proposal of the Office of Public 

WorkS that a SUDl ot £1500 should be spent on l~ing down 

experimental. grOYD8S at Rosslare strand the COunty COunc1l 

are prepared to act as agents of the Office of Public WorkS 

the money to be spent w1thout prejud1ce to the r1ghts of 

the COunc1l and without the COuncil &8sumiDg &Dr liab1lity 

whatever for this or aDY future expenditure for coast 

eros1on; the work to be carr1ed out accord1ng to plans ami 

specifications of the Office of PUblio WorkS Which are to be 

supplied to the COunty Surveyor. That the Otfice ot Pub11c 

workS inform the COunty COuncil if thi il'ant of £1500 has 

b en approved by ntpa.rtment ot Finance and 1f~ hey w1ll 

furnish tbe plans and specifications referred to and point 

out to the officers of the Counc1l thepos1t10ns t whiab. 

the gro~s &1'8 to be placed and also 1f the County Surveyor 

takes steps to arr. for material and labour any time 

before the 31st ~ch will th1s be suffioient to ensure the 
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~ant be1ng available. That the work be dealt w1th throu&U 

suspense a/c, payments to be made from said account on the 

cert1fioate of the . County SUrveyor and as 1nstalments of irant 

are rece1ved from the Government.· 

It was dec1ded as regards the prayer of the ~mor1al 

that the COunty Surveyor should go into the details ~f the 

suggested work and report as to 1ts feas1bility with ~­

prox1ma.te cost to D9xt meet 1ng of the Counoil. 

FORD OF LYNG. 
----------..-.-

In :reply to Colonel Gibbon, l4r Elgee, Solioitor, 

said that wr1ts 1n this matter bad been prepared and woUld 

be served immed1ate1y. 

COl4P.iNSATION AWARD OLD OOUR'lHOUSE. ----.. _-----.. - .. .---..... --.--.. -
Under date 14th March, 1931, l4r Eliee, So1101tor, 

sUbmitted the follow1ng letter (404/296 - 13th Mardn,1931) 

from the l):)partment of F1nanoe:-

"W1th reference to your letter of the 6th 1nst., 

regard1ng an Award of £5,000, made by the Canpensation 

(Ireland) Commission in respeot of the destruction of 

WeXford Courthouse, I am directed by the lL1.n1ster for 

F1nance to state that the Prov1sions of the Damage to 

Property (Compensation) (AmaDdment) Act, 1926, apply only 

to AwardS made under Bart 11. of the ])amage to Property 

(Compensation) Aot, 1923, 1.e., to Awards made in respect 

of InJuries sustaiD9!i between the 11 tb. July 1921 aDd the 

12th~, 1923." 

NAME OF NiW COUNTY COUNCIL PREMISi:S. 
---~-~-------------------------

Colonel Gibbon proposed and 1Ir D' Aroy seconded the 

following resolution:- "That new County Counc1l prem1ses 

be oalled County Hall." 

lir Cor1sh, as an amendment proposed and Mr Hall seoonded 

the follow1.ng:-
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7J 
• That new County Counc1l pram1 es be called • ())urt 

and Counc11 Chambers". 

As a further ameD.d.rISnt llr Cumm1nS proposed and l4r Keeg-

an seconded the follow1ni:- 'That the new prem1ses of Co. 

Council be called "Republican Counc1l ra" • 

A vote .as taken on th1s amendment w1 tb. the follow1Di 

resUlt:-

For - l4essrs Colfer, Culleton, Keegan, and CUlm1na - 4. 

Aga1nst - Messrs Brezma.n, Cooney, Cor1sh, n'Arcy, Gaul, 

G1bbon, Hall, Hayes, Meyler, McCarthy, 0 'Byrne, Quin, Shannon, 

Smyth, Walsh and the Cha.irman - 16. 

assrs ArmStrong, Cl1nce and 0 'Ryan (3) d1d not vote. 

The amendment was declared lest. 

A poll was then taken on the ameDdment of Mr Cor1sh 

w1th the follow1ng resUlt:-

For - lIessrs Armstrong, Colfer, Cor1sh, Culleton, Hall, 

Hayes, and O'Byrne - 7. 

Against - Messrs Brennan, Coo~, Cumm1ns,n'Aray, GaUl, 

G1bbon, Keegan, Meyler, llcCa.rthy, O'Ryan, Quin, Shannon, Smyth, 

Walsh aDd the Chairman - 15. 

llr C11nce d1d not vote. 

The Chairman deolared the anendment lost. 

llr Cor1sh proposed the follow1ng further amendment:­

"That the Dam:) of new County Counc1l premises be 'County 

Build1ngs" • 

lit' Hall seconded. 

On a show of hands 7 voted 1n favour of the am9nd.aent and 

15 ~a1nst. 
The Cha.irman declared the IlJendmant l"t. 

A show of hands was then taken on the or1g1nal resolut1on:­

to des1gnate the prem1ses "The County Hall' w1 th the follow1ng 

resUl t:-

For - 13. Aga1nst - 9. 
The Cha1~ declared the resolut1on oarr1ed. 
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DANGER SIGNS AT BALLYROEBUCK NATIONAL SCHOOL. 

The followlng from llr J. O· oompsey, Prlnclpal Teacher, 

Ballyroebuck School, under date 19th March, 1931, was re­

ferred to the County Surveyor for report to next meeting of 

the Councll: & 

"I bei to direct the attentlon of the County Colmcll 

to the urient necesslty for the erectlon of danger slgnals 

on the approaches to thiS school. . There are four such 

approa.ab.es for four roads converge at a point Inot more than 

100 yardS from the school ga.te. At the converglng polnt 

are no bottle neckS and two daJ:lgerous bends, all ln close 

proxtmity to each other. 

A fairly constant but undoubtedly lncreasiIli stream of 

fast-movins vehicular traffio between Ferns and Ennisoorthy 

on the SOuth and Ca.rnew and other places on the North, and. 

also an lntermittent stream running east and west, cross 

each other a.t thls pOint. ~is traffic of course, haS to 

pass the two bendS and through the bottle neckS. 

The school plot ls entirely too small to serve as re­

creation ground for the chlldren of whom there are a.t present 

90 on the rolls. In default of a suitable recre :tion ground 

they are compelled to make use of & roOky triangular piece 

of ground along the two sides of whlCh the above mentloa3d 

traff1c moves and the nearest point of 1Ihich is at least one 

hundred and fifty yardS fro~e school ga.te. This recreatlon 

ground ls not vlsible from the school gate being hldden by 

the bendS already mentioIY3d. 

In coming to' school ln the mornilli, in going home in 

the evening, as well as go1ni to and returnIng from the 

recreat 10n ground every da¥ the chlldren have to encounter 

thls tratf1c a.t the daDgerous bends 8Zld ln the bottle necb. 

In add1tlon about twelve children of three fam1liel llving 

convenient to the school go home for thelr lunch every day, 
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and in going and in returning are exposed to these dangers. 

I th1nk I may lea.ve to the 1mag1na.t ions ot the membe rs 

ot the COuncil the dangers incident to lite and 11mb to 

which the children attendlni this school are exposed and 

the urgent neeesei ty ot havi:og danger s1gnals erected with 

the least possible delay. 

The provision ot dallier signals will minimise these 

dangers, but only to a very small degree; other and more 

effect1 va ~8llS, Wh1ch are I tear, outs1de the province of 

the COuncil, woUld have to be and shoUld be, employed to 

obviate them more completely. 

Finally, an examination of the Ordinance 1_ by the 

Qounc1l or its Surveyor w111 help to conv1nce them of the 

truth of the statements in this letter.' 

SHEEP mpPING PROGRAMMK. 

It was decided on the mot1on of l4r OtByrne seconded 

by Mr D' }Jcy tha.t correspondence fran ~a.rtment of Agr1c­

Ul ture as to Sheep dipplng programme for 1931 be referred 

to County Commlttee of Agrlculture tor recommendat10n. 

NATIONAL MONUMENTS - LOCAL ADVISORY COlWITTD. 
-----------~~-----------------------

'Under date 19th :Maroh, 1931, the Department of Loc 

Goverment wrote (G19114/1931 - lie Loah Garman) that the 

Mln1ster dld not see any objectlon to the supply of ordnance 

maps by the CO\lIlty COuncil to the aDove Comnl ttee • 

EMPLOYllImT OF WORKi:RS ETC. 
---------------------

The follOWing resolutlon from D.m Laogha1re Borough. 

Council was adopted on the motion of Mr Gaul seconded by 

141ss O'RYan:-

'That we, the member of the DUn Laogb.aire Boro\lih 

Councl1, bellev1ng that the preference shown to a certain 

sectlon in the matter of employment on Works of Pub11c 

Utility is grossly unjust and calcUlated to foster and 
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malnta.ln di!terences between Irlshmen, express our deep 

dlssa.tlsfactlon of the preferentlal employment olause In­

serted In Speolflcatlons inVlting tenders for oontracts. 

That we recognise the rlibt to an equal share ln such 

work for &1.1 able-bodted men irrespeotive of olass, oreed 

or polltlos, and oall for the immedlate abolltlon of thls 

clause; and that ooples of thls resolutlon be sent to the 

Dublln Corporatlon, Dublin county Counol1, and remainlng 

PUbll0 Bodies througnout the Free State.-

COMPLAINT AGAINST A RATE COLLECTOR. 
------~----~---~-------------

Mr Brennan asked If Rate Colleotor E.J. Murphy (17 

Dlstrlot) was wlthin h1s rlgnts in hand1ng to h1s S01101tor 

h1s oollect1ng books before the 31st MarCh w1th the reSult 

that &bout jO or 40 ratepayers from Mr Brennan'S distrlot 

were iDformed that rates would not be acoepted from them 

unless they were prepared to pay the Soli01tor's oosts. Also 

1f Mr MUxphy was obliged to call on ratepayers for their 

R tes as th1s was never done by h1m. 

Mr Elgee ~ He 1 bound to serve the demand notes In 

person and he is boUDd to oall at least once for the Rates. 

Mr Brennan sald that 10 or 15 men went 1nto the off1ce 

of llr Colfer, Sollel tor, but the latter would. not take 

rates wlthout 8/- or 10/- costs 1n each oase. 

The Cb.a.1rman oonsldered the action of l4r Murphy in this 

case ·\1njustlflable. He should have used other w8¥s and 

menas Instead of heaplng expense on unfortunate ratep~rs. 

Of oourse there may be oases ln whlch a Colleotor must employ 

a Soll01 tor to colleot the r :tes but In ordinary cases the 
had . 

Counol1/passed a resolutlon that Colleotors should seise 

on their warrants. 
that 

. . Mr GaUl. oonsldered/before ooming to allY oonclusion 

In the matter the Council should ask Mr Murphy for an explan­

ation. 
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Mr Cooney said that l4r Murphy was probably the best 

COllector they had and was always at the top of the 11st. 

After further d1scusslon lt was declded that Mr Murphy 

be . slJl'llmODed to attend the meeting of the Finance Comml ttee 

to be held on 26th March, 1931 J when the complaint made by 

Mr Brennan could be fully 1nvest 19ated. 

EMPLOY:MENT OF MEN. 

At the conclusion of the ~etiIlg l4r Keegan said he made 

some remarkS about the eDJ)loyment of men 1n Gorey, and that 

they were not getting an equal share, At the last meeting 

14r Treanor said a part1cular man he (Mr Keegan) referred to 

was out of stamps. was he prepared to ver1fy that" state-

ment todayl 

I4r Treanor sald there was a strike in the quarry, and 

this man dld not go back to work 1.mt1l tla work was over • . 
l4r Keegan - You said th1s man had brother-in-l8Jf, 

and that he was dellcate. Where dld you fin4 that out 7 

Mr Treanor - He has a brother-1n-laJr, and. I know what 

I am saying. He knew he was a delicate man wlth three or 

four chlldren. 

l4r Keegan sald he had tradesmen w1 th him who aid that 

the man was employed to Co tradesmen's work. 

Mr OoriSh sald 1t was unwlse to employ unskilled men to 

dO tradesmen's work, and 1t cost the COuncll more . . It was 

very unfair the COunc11 hav1ng g1ven instruotions that un-

skilled men .were noyto do tradesmen's work. 

Mi TreaDOr sa1d thls was a very exper1enced man at the 

olass of work he was doing Viz., 181lng ooncrete channels. 

141" ArmStrolli sa.1d unskilled workers had ~en employed to 

to tradesmen's work. He SaJV ordinary men earning wages at 

tradesmen's work 1n a looallty Where there were a good number 

of tradesmen ldle, building walls. 

Cb.a.1rman - Building oement walls. 

l4r Armstrong - No, stone walls. 
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Chairman - I don't thlnk the County Council ever 

ordered that. 

Mr COrlsh - It ls a scandalous state of affalrs. 

Mr Treanor - It hasn't been do~ ill my district. I 

don't get any labour men to do cemant work. 

14r Armstrong - I don' t say it was done extensively. 

County Surveyor - If you were building a bit of a g~ 

ln a parapet Wall, a man on the roads would do that, but not 

extepslve work. If there was a whole wall to be bull t we 

always had tradesmen. 

Mr Corlsh - Aocording to that lf a man wants his house 

repalred he could not employ a mason; he should get a. Whole 

house bull t to employ · him. 

Mr Keegan - I think most men would prefer a tradesman. 

Atter further discussion the following resolution was 

adopted on the motion of Mr Corish seconded by Mr Armstrong: 

"That an instruction be furnlshed to the Assistant 

surveyors that for the future they must employ tradesmen to 

do the work usually dore by tradesmen. It 
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