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O'Ryan, Sufth - 7.

Against - Messrs Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Coone®y,
Corish, Gaul, Gibbon, Hayes, Keegan, Meyler, McCarthy,
O'Byrne, Quin, Shamnon, Walsh and the Chairman - 16.

The Chalirman declared the amendment lost.

A vote was then taken on the original resolution to
agree to the Rate and which resulted as follows:-

For - Messrs Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, Corish,
Gaul, Gibbon, Hayes, Meyler, McCarthy, O'Byrme, Quin,
Shannon, Walsh and the Chairman - 15.

Against - Messrs Brennan, Culleton, Cummins, D!'Arcy,
Hall, O'Ryan, and Smyth - 7.

Mr Keegan did not vote.

The Chairman declared the resolution carried.

LOAN FOR WATER SUPPLY AT COOLGREANY.

Colonel Quin moved the following of which he had given
previous notice, copy of which had been issued to each Coun-
cillor on the 11th February, 1931:-

"That the Wexford County Council consent to the borrow-
ing by the Wexford Board of Health and Public Assistance of
£770 (Seven Hundred and Seventy Pounds) to defray the expen-
ses of installing a water supply at Coolgreany, area df
charge for repayment of laan and for maintenance of water
supply to be the Coolgreany Dispensary District."

Colonel Quin pointed out that there were from 50 to 60
School children in Coolgreany for whom no water supply was
available, and who were obliged at present to go over a
quarter of a mile for a drink.

Mr Gaul seconded the motionm.

Mr -Hall pointed out skt that the Co. Board of Health
had already accepted a Contractor for the work.

Mr D'Arcy said it was a most extr::&rdimry state of
affairs to find a Subsidiary Body of the Council asking for

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES

e e e e 8 =




b

the consent of the latter to obtain a Loan for work for
which they had already accepted a Contractor. It certain-
ly looked as if the consent of the Council to this big ex-
penditure was considered to be a mere formality.

Miss O'Ryan pointed out that as the work was under
the Relief SchemasVote it had been necessary for the Co.
Board of Health to arrange for its expenditure before the
318t March next, the end of the financial year; otherwise
the Grant of £300 from the Govermment would not be avail-
able .

Colonel Gibbon maintained that the County Council had
definitely laid it down that where charges of this descrip-
tion were placed on a particular locality the persons res- |
ponsible for recomnending the levy should ascertain that the ]
people of the District concerned or at least a material
majority of them were in favour of the Scheme. In this
particular instance they had the opinion of Col. Quin only
that this particular scheme was necessary. He (Col.Gibbon)
would like to know what steps had been taken to obtain the
concensus of opinion of the people of the locality interested.

Mr Gaul asked 1f Colonel Gibbon expected the members
of the Board of Health to go around to the people comcerned
and ascertain their views.

Colonel Gibbon sald it would not have been very much
itrouble if a number of people in the district formed a Com-
mittee to ascertain how the people felt regarding this pro-
posal. It should not be forgotten that they were placing
on Coolgreany Dispensary District, a rather limited area,
repayment of a loan of £770.

After further discussion Mr D'Arcy proposed and Mr
Smyth seconded the following resolution:-

"That consideration of application to agree to Loan
of £770 to be raised by the County Board of Health for Water
Supply at Coolgreany be held over until next year."®
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A vote on this proposal resulted as follows:-

For - Messrs Brennan, D'Arcy, and Smyth - 3.

Against - Messrs Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Cooney,
Corish, Culleton, Cummins, Gaul, Gibbon, Hall, Hayes, Keegan,
Meyler, McCarthy, O'Ryan, O'Byrme, Quin, Shannon, Walsh and
the Chairman - 20. :

The Chairman declared the motion lost.

The resolution of Colomel Quin was thenm put and declared
carried by the Chairman.

BUNCLODY SEWERAGE SCHEME.

The following motion of which he had given previous
notice and copy of which hx had been circulated to the County
Councillon the 1llth February, 1931, was moved by Mr Gaul:-

"That the Wexford County Council consent to the borrowing
by the Wexford Board of Health and Public Assistance of the
sum of £3,300 (Three Thousand Three Hundred Pounds) for the
purpose of carrying out a sewerage installation at Bunclody,

(
the area of charge for repayment of loan to be the Emniscorthy |

Rural District." [

Mr Hall seconded the préposal.

Colonel Gibbon asked what steps had been taken to find
out if the people who were to be taxed for this work, were
satisfied.

Miss O'Ryan said the matter was considered on more than
one occasion by the County Board of Health and if there had
been any objection to the proposal, some representations
against the project would certainly have been brought to its
notice.

The Chairmsn pointed out that the Bunclody Sewerage
Scheme® had been stressed by Dr. Bastible, the County Medical
0fficer of Health, and had been put forward by the deputation
of the Cownty Coumcil to the L.G.D. as ome of the most suit-
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@ble works for which a Relief Grant shoul;! be given.

Mr Armstrong said that a very influentially signed memorial
in favour of the work had been lodged with the Board of Health.
This was very extensively signed not only by the Ratepayers of
the immediate district byt by a number of outsiders.

The resolution was then put and passed nem con.

COUNTY COURTHOUSE - PRISONER'S DOCK.

The following motion of which he had given previous notice
vas moved by Colonel Quin:-

"That the decision of the County Council at their meeting
of 10th November, 1930, informing the Department of Justice that
a8 & change in comnection with the position of Pprisoners' dock
in the County Courthouse was for the convenience of that Depart-
ment they should pay the expemse in relation to same, and which
would smount to about £70, be rescinded, and that the Council
agree to erect the necessary staircase for prisoners' dock at the
cost of the County.”

The County Surveyor stated that he how believed the work
vould cost about £55, and Col. Quin altered his resolution #o
that £70 mentioned therein would read £55.

Mr Hall seconded the amended resolution.

In the course of discussion the Chairman pointed out that
it was very unfair for the Govermment to ask the Council to foot
the bill for this alteration. When the plans and specification
were before the Govermment there was nof mention whatever of this
vork and now the Government were retaining £400 of the Council's
money. In equity and q.ustice the Government should have been
satisfied to carry otk the work at their own expense.

A vote was taken on Col. Quin's resolution and resulted as
follows:- :

For - Messrs Armstrong, Clince, Bolfer, Coomey, Corish,
Cumnins, Gaul, Hall, Hayes, McCarthy, O'Byrne, Quin and Shannon

= 13-
Against - Messrs Bremnan, Culleton, D'Arcy, Gibbon, Keegan,
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Meyler, O'Ryan, Smuyth, Walsh, and the Chairman - 10.
The Chairman declared the resolution carried.
COUNTY SURVEYOR'S REPCRT.

The following report was submitted by the County
surveyor:-

"During the week we have been moving our Offices from
Fortview to the new Building, and now almost everything has
been removed.

I am arranging for motor parking place in the grounds
at the new Building, but it will be some little time before
the work is completed.

I suppose the County Council will now take steps to
advertise Fortview, and also the site of the 0ld Courthouse
on the Quay , for sale. With reference to Fortview I con-
sider it would be advisable to have the bullding washed down
and cleaned up, and, a8 far as possible, any small damages
to structure made good, so that the best price may be obtalned.

It will now be necessary to make new arrangements in
regard to the Fire Insurance of the new Building, and also I
suggest that Fire Extinguishers be purchased: I have partic-
ulars in regard to these.

Renewal of the E/L and P/L Insurance Policies comes
forward now, and also it would be advisable to deal with the
Insurance covering explosives. In connection with all these
Policies it will be necessary to go in detail into the fagures,
and I suggest that the matter be referred to the Finance
Committee on the 2bth instant with & view to having the mat-

ter gor® into in detail with the Representatives of the In-
surance Brokers.

I have now made arrangements for the division of Mr
Kehoe's Area between the adjoining Assistant Surveyors, Mr
Birthistle and Mr O'Neill. There are eight sections, fowr
in Wexford taken by Mr Birthistle, and four in New Ross taken

by Mr O'Neill.
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At your meeting on the 9th instant it was decidéd not
to hire machinery to the North Tipperary County Council, as
the Surveyor - Mr Courtney - did not agree to our terms. Sub-
sequently Mr Courtney wrote accepting our terms, and the Fin-
ance Committee on the 12th instant agreed to the hireage.

The machinery has now géme forward to Tipperary.

I have to report that our Machinery Overseer is at
present laid up with influenza, but I trust will soon be able
to return to work.

The footbridge at Courtown Harbour is now being recon-
structed .

There is an application for petrol pump licence at
Courtown Harbour from Mr D. Bolger. The tank will be placed
in private premises, and the pump on the edge of the footpath,
and I see no objection to the licence being granted. In ge-
gard to petrol pump in Main Street, Gorey, being erected by
Mr Michael Finn, I beg to report that the tank is now being
laid under the® floor of the garage, and is, consequently off
the Council's premises. I have been in communication with
the Electricity Supply Board with reference to the damaged
footpaths in New Ross, and have letter from them stating that
the matter will have immediate attention.

I have a commumication from the (hi‘ﬁ Engineer (Roads)
Local Government Department with reference to the proposed
inprovement grants for the coming year in which he states he
cannot sanction the continuance of cement-bound macadam. It
is proposed that two sections of the Wexford-New Ross Road
be laid in slab concrete, and that a section of the Ennis-
corthy-Bunclody Road be laid in Water-bound macadam. I am
dealing further with this matter."”

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr O'Byrne seconded by Mr Hall:- "That the report of Co.
Surveyor be received and considered."
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Fortview: The County Surveyor said he had contemplated
spending about £io on Fortview to do some minor repairs
wh.uh were necessary in comnection with the removal of furn-
iture etc to the new premises.

Mr O'Byrne proposed and Mr Hall seconded the following
resolution:- "That the County Surveyor be empowered to ex-
pend a sum =f not exceeding £10 on minor repairs at Fortview.

The Chairman said it might be advisable in connection
with the sale of the place if the Council spent something to
"do 1t wp". If it were put in presentable condition they
might sell at a better price tham would be $he case if the
Council spent only a few pounds én it.

After discussion Mr O'Byrne withdrew his resolution and
it was decided to adjourn consideration of the matter to
next meeting the C ounty Surveyor in the meantime, to obtain
from the Finance Committee a recommendation as to what he
considered should be spent on the premises.

As regards advertising Fortvia#or sale it was decided
to wait for another two months. _

The sameé order was made as to proposed sale of 0ld Court-
house site should Mr Elgee Solicitor have the title deeds ete
ready b then.

Fire Insurance New Building: Col. Gibbon recommended the
purchase of appliances approved by the Insurance Co. as it
would mean reduction of the Insurance premium.

The County Surveyor said that he had an interview with
2 Representative of the Minimax Company who recommended 2 gal.
conical extinguishers at a cost of £4: 10s8; each. Eight sets
with a 25 4 discount would cost £25.

Colonel Gibbon said if they got the Minimax Extinguishers

they should ask the Company to arrange for an annual inspection

Mr O'Byrne said that the Mental Hospital Committee had

]
decided on obtaining Extinguishers made in Ireland and whiih
were claimed to be quite as effective as any made elsewhere
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As the new premises were now practically fire proofi, they
should be able to obtain a very big reduction in the amount
of Insurance premium.

Colonel Gibbon proposed and Mr D'Arcy seconded the
following resolution which was adopted nem con.

"That the County Surveyor make full enquiries as to
fire Extinguishers and ascertain if those made in Ireland
are approved by the Insurance Co., and that particulars be
submitted to the Finance Committee for recommendation."

E/L and P/L Insurance: The County Surveyor said they had
carried on a correspondence with the Insurance Brokers as to
the various policies and also as to a policy in connection
with the carriage of explosives but the whole business was
very complicated and 1t was difficult to find out where the
Council stood in the matier. There was no use in having
insurance unless they were fully covered. If they had a
Representative of the Insurance Brokers in attendance at the
Finance Committee they would be able to have the whole matter
definitely setiled.

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
the Chairman seconded by Mr O'Byrne:-  "That we approve the
suggestion of the County Surveyor to invite the atiendance of
a Representative of the Insurance Brokers to a meeting of the
Finance Committee on the 2bth March, 1931."

Hireage of Machinery: Mr Hall said instead of having to
send machinery out of the County the Council should be in a
position to sell broken ston® to farmers who required it bed-
1y and who had now no prospect of produring it.

The Chairman said it was a great grievance for farmers
that they could not obtain small quantities of broken stone
for repairing lanes and yards. Since the drawing of gravel
from the strand at Rosslare had been prohibited it was a
serious loss to the people of the locality, who would be pre-
pared to pay the production cost of broken stonme if they could
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obtain it at that figure.
In reply{ to the Chairman the County Surveyor said
that to supply for material which had formerly been taken

from Rosslare Strand there were quarries at Kerlogue and
ét. Helen's while Mr Birthistle uaiatgﬁt Surveyor for the
district was in negotiations for material from a gravel
pit.

Mr Keegan sald there was no law to prevent the Council
selling chippings at cost price and if there was such a law
the Council would take steps to have it changed. He proposed
a resolution on the lines indicated as to the selling of

broken stone.

Mr Elgee said that County Council material could be !
sold only for road metalling . The law of the matter as .
long as he could remember had been always the same.

Mr Hayes asked if there was a surplus of material could
not the amount which was not required for roads be disposed of.

The County Surveyor said long ago they ni@}um a sur-
plus but this had not happened for some time now. They sodd
the dust-which was mtp stuff-gs it was not suitable to put
on roads and otherwise they would have to pay people to take
it away. They never sold broken stone except in a few in-

Il

stances for roads which were not County roads. i

Mr O'Byrne sald the Coyncilishould try and have this |
grievance remedied. The people were now prevented from takirg |
gravel from foreshores and they could inform the L.G.D. that .
the Coumncil were anxious to facllitate the ratepayers in the
matter. They should approach the L.G.D. and ask for per-
mission. |

In reply to Mr Keegan the County Surveyor said they had
about 2000 cubic yards of material in Gorey Hill quarry and
they would require only about 600 .

Mr O'Byrne proposed and Mr Keegan seconded the following
resolution:- "That in view of the fact that numbers of

people are now unable - owing to prohibitory Orders - to ob- i
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tain material from foreshores we hereby ask the L. G. D.
for permission to sell surplus County Council road material
at cost price, to any ratepayers requiring same."

The resolution was adopted Colonel Quin dissenting.
Jllness of Machinery Qverseer; Dr. T.D. Murphy, Enniscorthy,
forwarded under date 22nd March, 1931, Mddical Certificate
that Mr William Murphy, Machinery Overseer, Emniscorthy, was
suffering from Influenza and Pulmonary congestion. He was
wholly unable to work and would not be able to resume for at
least 14 days.

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr Clince seconded by Mr O'Byrne:-

"That William Murphy, Machinery Overseer, be granted
14 days sick leave as from 22nd March, 1931, in accordance
with Medical Certificate. That William Byrne, Blacksmith,
be placed in charge of Machinery Yard at Enniscorthy, and
receive an allowance of of 10/- per week for performance of
this duty during Mr Murphy's illness."

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr O'Byrne seconded by Mr Clince:-

"That John Radford, 0l1ld Pound, Wexford, be employed as
temporary lorry driver during the illness of William Murphy,
wages £2 per week."
petrol Pumps: The following resolution was adopted on the
motion of Mr O'Byrne seconded}ny Mr Clince:- "That licences
for Petrol Pumps be granted David Bolger, Courtown Harbour,
and Ml. Finn, Main Street, Gorey)

colonel Quin said pumps of the dasonpnonifu which
licences had been granted in these cases were an obstruction
to pedestrians. The pipe should br brought in from the top.

Electricity Supply Board damaged footpaths: The County Sur-
veyor said nothing had yet been done by the Board.

Cement Bound Macadsm Roads: Mr Keegan called attention to
the sides of the recently constructed cement-bound macadam
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road between Gorey and Courtown which he said were dangerous
owing to loose stones. An accident, he stated, had occursed
on the road already and something should be done to remedy
the matter,

The County Surveyor stated he had an appointment with
a representative of the Contractors who did the road and
he was meeting him on the next day and going over the road
with him.

Mr Keegan suggested that a small committee be appointed
so that they would be in possession of the facts when people
complained to them.

Colonel Quin sgid he agreed that the condition of the
sides of the road was dangerous, but they had a good surveyor
and "I don't see why we keep a dog and do the barking our-
selves," added Col. Quin.

The Chairman stated that the County Surveyor was in a
position to tell them whether the Coulcil or the Contractors
were responsible.

County Surveyor - The Contractors are responsible for
maintenance up to some date in May.

Mr Keegan - That's the annet# made to people who in-
quired of me.

Mr O'Byrne stated that the specification provided for
rolling 1n/the sides, but it was not done.

County Surveyor stated that partial rolling was done.

Mr O'Byrne - It was not consolidated.

Cheirman - Itk wp to the County Surveyor or his({ssistant
to see that it is done. Any member of the Coumcil is at
liberty to go on the road when the Co. Surveyor is meeting
the contractor' representatives,

The County Surveyor sald that Mr Quigley, Chief Engineer,
Roads Department L. G. D. did not approve of the cement bound
macadam road.
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Colonel Gibbon said this was a reversal of tha policy
of the Department for the past two years at least. THe
suggested that the County Surveyor should get in touch with
the Roads Department - and find out their reason for the change
with all necessary technical details and on receipt of the
information the County Surveyor should prepare and isswe to all
Councillors a full report as to the situation which had now
arisen. Up to the present they had been led to believe that
the cement bound macadam road furnished a solution of all their
difficulties.

Miss O'Ryan said that at last meeting the Council were
in uvou]or appointing a Sub-Committee to go into the cost of
the different kinds of roads for which a grant would be avail-
able.

In reply to a query the County Surveyor said that the ob-
jection made by Mr Quigley to the cement bound road was that
it was very uneven and the surface would not last.

Miess O'Ryan said it was a class of road which suited
farmers' horses much better than the concrete slab road: it
was quite good enough for motorists and was excellent for far-
mers.

Mr Keegan referred to accidents which had taken place
on the tar macadam road in Gorey town.

The Chairman said it was an established ;act that horses
could not travel on the tar-road. After three or four fine
days motor cars polished it like glass and it was a doatﬁ trap
to horses.

Miss O'Ryan who claimed to have mofd experience in using
the cement bound road from Knockeen Cposs to Tomcoyle said
saet that everybody would agree that it was a decent job.

Colonel Gibbon moved the following:-

"That the County Surveyor be instructed to prepare a
detailed report which will put County Councillors in possession
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was first under consideration by the Council he (Col. Gibbon) |

)W
of facts and data to discuss the various kinds of roads
and their suitability for the traffic of the County and
to enable the Council to come to the most advisable decision
in the matter."

Mr Corish seconded.

The County Surveyor said that Mr Quigley never seemed
to be favourably disposed to the cement bound road, but he !
allowed some stretches to be laid in the nature of an exper- |
iment.

The Chairman asked if there was sufficient experience
of this class of road construction to ascertain if it would
last for a reasonable number of years. Il

Colonel Gibbon said they had been led to believe when
the officials of the L.G. Department were before the County
Council that they had sufficient experience of it to recommend
it to the Council. when this method of road construction

suggested they should carry out an experiment of about 200
yards in Wexford town provided the manufacturers supplied the
cement free. The L.G.D. officials then came along and said
they had had sufficient experience to use this method on
Rosslare-Wexford and on Courtown-Gorey Roads and let the Coun-
c¢il believe it was a satisfactory method of comstruction.

Mr Gaul asked if Mr Quigley had condemmed the Tomcoole
Road.

County Surveyor - He said it was very uneven.

The Chairman said that the people were prepared to put
up with the road being somewhat uneven than spend 100 per cent
more for a perfect road.

The resolution was then put and passed.

The following resolution was then adopted on the motion
of Mr O'Byrne seconded by Mr Clince:- "That the Report of
County Surveyor presented to this meeting be and is hereby
adopted."
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ROLLING IN ROAD MATERIAL.

The following under date 19th March, 1931, (R/RGM/30/1930) |

was read from the Department of L.G. (Roads):- |
"I am directed by the Minister for Local Govermment and

‘ Public Health to refer to the discussion of Wexford Coyrty }
Council on 23rd ultimo on this Department's letter of 20th [

idem and to inquire why raw stone camot be rolled in in L
|

!

|

County wexford as in other Counties.”
The County Surveyor saild he did not follow exactly what
was meant by the letter from the Department. He had looked
# | up the Minutes and the matter spparently arose out of the ’
letter from the Department as to clay and sods being used as |
binding for potholes. These were things for which stone
could not very well be rolled in and it was more difficult
to do this as there was such a small amount of material being
used. Of course if there was any appreciable quantity to |
be dealt with it was rolled in. The material which hey were ;P
:
J

using on the Wexford-Duncannon Line would be rolled.
Colonel Gibbon proposed the following resolution which lr‘

was seconded by the Chalrman and adopted:- "That the L.G.D.

(Roads) be informed that where the estimates allowed for

material to be rolled such as on the Wexford -Duncannon line

the material was rolled in, but where isolated potholes have

to be dealt with they saw no economic alternative to the pres- |
ent method employed by the County Surveyor."

Notification was received from L.G. Department (1lth
March,1931 - RGM/201/31) as to allocation of £10,162 for |
Main road maintenance grant representing 40 % of the amount
‘ which the Council had agreed to for maintenance of main roads
| for 1931-32. |
Under date 12th March, 1931 (8.6.G./32) the L.G.D. (Roads)

notified payment from the Improvemént Grant of the following:-
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£660 and £506 (T.12) and £460 (T.7) final payments.
Under date 12th March, 1931, the Department of L.G.
(Roads) wrote notifying payment of £1642 (T.8) the final
payment from Road Improvement Grant.
BURROW. ROSSLARE.
The following memorial which was numerously signed

was read:-

"We, the undersigned hduseholders and inhabitants of
that part of Rosslare known as the Burrow, respectfully
request the County Council to build a wall or some kind of
barrier on the strand from Hopeland Bank to the last house

on the Burrow. Qur request is based on the following'
reasons:-

"First: As we pay rates every year to the County
Council we claim the right to a clear unobstructed road or
way to and from our homes. In our present condition we
are terribly hampered on account of the fact that we have
to wade through feet of water as a result of the tide. This
is especially true in winter time when it is impossible to
get to or from our holdings without being drenched with
water to the kmees, Since we are ratepayers, is it fair
that we should be compelled to use such a trying way 7

"Secondly: In winter time the tide attacks with such
force that our homes and out-houses are often flooded, with
the result that we suffer inconvenience, hardships, and
losses. But those are not the worst effects. In consequence
of the flooding, our homes and houses are undermined, and
eventually we will neither have a house nor a home. Is not
that a very gloomy prospect to think over ?

"Thirdly: Our children have to attend school regularly,
assist at Mass, and other religious duties. Gentlemen of the

County Council, what would you say or think if you saw your
little children obliged to wade through water and bound to

S —————

remain in school in soaked feet and wet stockings 7 we think
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that your sensg of fair play and human instincts would
condemn such conditions. Responsible people nowadays are
trying to arouse interest in and direct attention to the im-
portance and necessity of looking after the health of the
children. Efforts are being made towards the curing and
preventing of disecase, and the conserving of the childrens'
health. This is a move in the right direction. You will
admit that wet feet and wet garments do not promote the health
of children who have to endure such inconveniences whilst

in school. It is very severe and inhuman that children have
to go to school in such a condition. What is the result ?

It injures the children's health and disposes them to disease
and other ailments, as well as making their time in sichool

so unpleasant and so unéomfortable. It will be easily seen
‘from the reasons we have given that our request is urgent

and necessary. We appeal then for the sympathy, help and
co-operation of each and all the members of the County Council,
and we earnestly hope that something will be done to protect
us and our families against the terrible conditions that con-
front us. Our homes and our liwelihood, the health and
lives of our children are in danger.

"We may add that one farthing in the pound would be
sufficient to cover all the expenses in comnection with the
building of the above said wall or barrier."

Mr Corish stated he had been speaking during the week
to the Parliamentary Secretary for the Board of Works with
regard to a proposed grant of £1,500 for the erection of
groynes at Rosslare, and he was informed that thathnapa.rtment
would not carry out the work themselves. As the money might
be lost to the County if a scheme was not put forward before
March 31st, Mr Corish asked Mr Elgee, Solicitor, if the
Council would carry out the work without prejudicing their
position afterwards in so far as coa#t erosion damage.
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Mr Elgee replied they could, provided the Department
accepted the Council's undertaking tqfio the work under
those circumstances.

The Chairman stated that he would also not like to
see the money recommended being lost, but the Council did
not want to undertake any risk or liability in the carry-
ing out of the work. Could their officials do the work ?

googgglmygaggeggego %gtdghétiesponsibility for
coast erosion damage wanted to be thrown on the counecil,
vhich might let them in for frightful expense.

Chairman - Coast erosion is a national qQuestiion, and
I don't hear of any other County Council being called upon
to do any such work except ourselves.

Colonel Gibbon asked if the erosion at Rosslare had
contributed towards the flooding on the inner strand, dealt
with in the memorial.

The Chairman stated he thought it must have increased
the tidal flow on the harbour side. It would be only
naturdl to expect that such would happen with such a flow
from the sea across the burrow. He suggested that the
County Surveyor and his @ssiatant should make a survey and
préepare an estimate of what it would cost to carry out the

proposal contained in the memorial. In his opinion one
farthing in the £ would not be sufficient, or one penny,
! or twopence.
The County Surveyor stated that the cost would also
l be intluenced considerably by having to bring material from
a distance. It would certainly coet £1000 owing to extra
haulage.

Chairman - We are all aware that the people down there
have to walk to and from their places throua}ltho water.
There is no exaggeration in the memorial. The only way the

children can get to school is to cross over to the big
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strand, which is out of the way, as at times the tide would
be hitting the banks there, also.

Colonel Gibbon stated that provided the Board of Works
gave them the full specification of what was to be done in
so far as the suggestion to erect groynes was concerned, the
Council should carry out the work, which would mean addition-

al employment.
Colonel Quin stated he was entirely in favour of the
work, but would the Boagd of Works land the Council with the
reaponsibility*ot coast erosion?
Mr D'Arcy suggested that the Tourist Development Associat-
ion should be entrusted with the carrying out of the work.
Mr Corish - They would not be given the money. *
Chairman - The whole trouble is we don't want to see i‘
the £1,500 lost, but it has also to be remembered that the |
Minister for Finance has not agreed to the suggestion to ex- [J
pend £1,500. '
Mr Corish - It is only a recommendation. ,
Chairman - The enginser came down and simply made the 1
recommendation to expend that money, but you are not a bit |
nearer to getting ift.
Miss O'Ryan - Don't give them the chance of refusing it.
County Surveyor - As far as I understand, in order to

qualify for a grant you must have the work commenced before
31lst March. )

In reply to the Chairman, the County Surveyor said he
had an idea of the work recommended to be carried out.

Mr Corish stated that the date which Mr Batehen,engineer,
of the Board of Works, got on his visit to Rosslare would be
placed at the disposal of the Council.

Colonel Gibbon said they had to consider that Rosslare
was going away, and now was a chance of spending money on
an experiment with groynes, the result of which would en-

able them to judge as to ite permanency. If it were shown I
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that the work would have an effect on the erosion more money
might be forthcoming, to do the job properly. The Goverh-
ment could not be expected to put uwp a huge sum of money at
once for such works.

Chairman - The plans are to be obtained from the Board
of Works, and we would have to carry out the work where they
indicate. 1In that case it would be all right but if we had
the selection of where the work is to be done it would cause
a lot of trouble. Mr Elgee is quite satisfied that we are
to take this in quite an irresponsible way, and that we are
not to be held liable in any way for coast erosion. If there
is any agreement it should be dealed and signed. Whatever it
is going to cost we will nbt be responsivle for the expense

of one péenny more.

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Colonel Gibbon seconded by Mr Corish:-

"That as regards the proposal of the Office of Public
Works that a sum of £1500 should be spent on laying down
experimental groynes at Rosslare Strand the County Council
are prepared to act as agents of the Office of Public Works
the money to be spent without prejudice to the rights of
the Council and without the Council assuming any liability
whatever for this or any future expenditure for Coast
erosion; the work to be carried out according to plans and
specifications of the Ofifice of Public Works which are to be
supplied to the County Surveyor. That the Office of Public
works inform the County Council if this grant of £1500 has
been approved by Department of Finance and 11,‘4‘. hey will
furnish the plans and specifications referred to and point
out to the officers of the Councilthe positions at which
ihe groynes are to be placed and also if the County Surveyor
takes steps to arrd#ige for material and labour any time
before the 31st March will this be sufficient to ensure the
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grant being avallable. That the work be dealt with through
a Suspense a/c, payments to be made from said account on the
certificate of the County Surveyor and as instalments of grant
are received from the Government."

It was declded as regards the prayer of the Memorial
that the County Surveyor should go into the details ¢f the
suggested work and report as to its feasibility with ap- .
proximate cost to next meeting of the Council.

In Teply to Colonel Gibbon, Mr Elgee, Solicitor, 1
said that writs in this matter had been prepared and would
be served immediately. 'f

COMPENSATION AWARD OLD COURTHOUSE.

Under date 14th March, 1931, Mr Elgee, Solicitor,
submitted the following letter (404/296 - 13th March,1931)
from the Department of Finance:-

"with reference to your letter of the 6th inst.,
regarding an Award of £5,000, made by the Compensation
(Ireland) Commission in respect of the destruction of
Wexford Courthouse, I am directed by the Minister for
Finance to state that the Provisions of the Damage to
Property (Compensation) (Amendment) Act, 1926, apply only |
to Awards made under Part 1l1. of the Damage to Property f
(Compensation) Act, 1923, i.e., to Awards made in respect
of Injuries sustained between the 1llth July 1921 and the

12th May, 1923." i
NAME OF NEW COUNTY COUNCIL PREMISES.

Colonel Gibbon proposed and Mr D'Arcy seconded the
following resolution:- "That new County Council premises
be called County Hall." I'
Mr Corish, as an amendment proposed and Mr Hall seconded

the following:-
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"That new County Council premises be called "cou;t
| and Council Chambers".

As a further amendment Mr Cumuins proposed and Mr Keeg-
an seconded the following:- "That the new premises of Co.
Council be called "Republican Council ChEambers”.

A vote was taken on this amendment with the following
result:-

For - Messrs Colfer, Culleton, keegm, and Cummins - 4.

Against - Messrs Bremnan, Cooney, Corish, D'Arcy, Gaul,
Gibbon, Hall, Hayes, Meyler, McCarthy, O'Byrne, Quin, Shannon,
Smyth, Walsh and the Chairman - 16. |

Messrs Armstrong, Clince and O'Ryan (3) did not vote. |

The amendment was declared lest.

A poll was then taken on the amendment of Mr Corish
with the following result:-

For - Messrs Armstirong, Colfer, Corish, Culleton, Hall,
Hayes, and O'Byrne - 7.

Against - Messrs Bremnan, Cooney, Cummins,D'Arcy, Gaul,
Gibbon, Keegan, Meyler, McCarthy, O'Ryan, Quin, Shannon, Suyth,
Walsh and the Chalrman - 15.

Mr Clince did not vote.

The Chairman declared the amendment lost. i |

Mr Corish proposed the following further amendment:-

"That the name of new County Council premises be "County
Buildings".

Mr Hall seconded.

) On a show of hands 7 voted in favour of the amendment and
15 against.

The Chairman declared the amendment 1gpt.

A show of hands was then taken on the original resolution: - |
to designate the premises "The County Hall" with the following
result:~

For - 13. Against - 9.

The Chairman declared the resolution carried.
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DANGER SIGNS AT BALLYROCEBUCK NATIONAL SCHOOL.

The following from Mr J. O'Dempsey, Principal Teacher,
Ballyroebuck School, under date 19th March, 1931, was re-
ferred to the County Surveyor for report to next meeting of
the Council:#

"I beg to direct the attention of the County Council
to the urgent necessity for the erection of danger signals
on the approaches to this school. = There are four such
approaches for four roads converge at a point not more than
100 yards from the school gate. At the converging point
are #wo bottle necks and two dangerous bends, all in close
proximity to each other.

A fairly constant but undoubtedly increasing stream of
fast-moving vehicular traffic between Ferns and Emiscorthy
on the South and Carnew and other places on the North, and
also an intermittent stream running east and west, cross
each other at this point. This traffic of course, has to
pass the two bends and through the bottle necks.

The school plot is entirely too small to serve as re-
creation ground for the children of whom there are at present
90 on the rolls. In flefault of a suitable recreation ground
they are compelled to make use of a rocky triangular piece
of ground along the two sides of which the above mentioned
traffic moves and the nearest point of which is at least one
hundred and fifty yards rrcm}\Tﬁe school gate. This recreation
ground is not visible from the school gate being hidden by
the bends already mentioned.

In coming to school in the morning, in going home in
the evening, as well as going to and returning from the
recreation ground every day the children have to encounter
this traffic at the dangerous bends and in the bottle necks.
In addition about twelve children of three families living
convenient to the school go home for their lunch every day,
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and in going and in returning are exposed to these dangers.

I think I may leave to the imaginations of the members
of the Council the dangers incident to life and 1imb to
which the children attending this school are exposed and
the urgent necessity of having danger signals erected with
the least possible delay.

The provision of danger signals will minimise these
dangers, but only to a very small degree; other and more
effective means, which are I fear, outside the province of
the Council, would have to be and should be, employed to
obviate them more completely.

Finally, an examination of the Ordinance lMep by the
Council or its Surveyor will help to convince them of the
truth of the statements in this letter.”

SHEEP DIPPING PROGRAMME.

It was decided on the motion of Mr O'Byrne seconded
by Mr D'Arcy that correspondence from Department of Agric-
ulture as to sheep dipping programme for 1931 be referred
to County Committee of Agriculture for recommendation.

NATIONAL MONUMENTS - LOCAL ADVISCRY COMMITTEE.

Under date 19th March, 1931, the Department of Local .'
Govermment wrote (Gl9114/1931 - M. Loch Garman) that the
Minister did not see any objection to the supply of ordnance |
maps by the County Council to the above Committee. ||

EMPLOYMENT OF WORKERS ETC. |

The following resolution from Dun Laoghaire Borough
Council was adopted on the motion of Mr Gaul seconded by
Miss O'Ryan:-

"That we, the members of the Dun Laoghaire Borough
Council, believing that the preference shown to a certain
section in the matter of employment on Works of Public
Utility is grossly unjust and calculated to foster and
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; maintain differences between Irishmen, express our deep
| dissatisfaction of the preferential employment clause in-
serted in Specifications inviting tenders for contracts.

That we recognise the right to an equal share in such
work for all able-bodied men irrespective of class, creed
or politics, and call for the immediate abolition of this
clause; and that coples of this resolution be sent to the
Dublin Corporation, Dublin County Council, and remaining
Public Bodies throughout the Free State."

COMPLAINT AGAINST A RATE COLLECTOR.

Mr Bremnan asked 1f Rate Collector E.J. Murphy (17
District) was within his rights in handing to his Solicitor
his collecting books before the 3lst March with the result
that about 30 or 40 ratepayers from Mr Brennan's district
were informed that rates would not be accepted from them
unless they were prepared to pay the Solicitor's costs. Also
if Mr Murphy was obliged to call on ratepayers for their
Rates as this was never done by him.

Mr Elgee - He is bound to serve the demand notes in
person and he is bound to call at least once for the Rates.

Mr Brennan said that 10 or 15 men went into the office
of Mr Colfer, Solicitor, but the latter would not take t@®
rates without 8/- or 10/- coste in each case.

The Chairman considered the action of Mr Murphy in this
case \Injustifiable. He should have used other ways and
menas instead of heaping expense on unfortunate ratepayers.
0f course there may be cases in which a Collector must employ
a Solicitor to collect the rates but in ordinary cases the
Gouncil/ggsed a fesolution that Collectors should seize

on their warrants.

: that
| . Mr Gaul considered/before coming to any conclusion

in the matter the Council should ask Mr Murphy for an explan-

ation.

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES




Mr Cooney said that Mr Murphy was probably the best
Collector they had and was always at the top of the list.
After further discussion it was decided that Mr Murphy
be summoned to attend the meeting of the Finance Committee
to be held on 2bth March, 1931, when the complaint made by
' Mr Brennan could be fully investigated.
EMPLOYMENT QF MEN.

| At the conclusion of the meeting Mr Keegan said he made

some remarks about the employment of men in Gorey, and that |
they were not getting an equal share, At the last meeting

A | Mr Treanor said a particular man he (Mr Keegan) referred to
was out of stamps. Was he prepared to verify that state~-
ment today?

Mr Treanor sald there was a strike in the quarry, and 4
this man did not go back to work until the work was over. 1

Mr Keegan - You sald this man had a brother-in-law,
and that he was delicate. Where did you find that out ? |

Mr Treanor - He has a brother-in-law, and I know what Jl ,
I am saying. He knew he was a delicate man with three or I.
four children.

Mr Keegan sald he had tradesmen with him who said that H
the man was employed to do tradesmen's work.

Mr Corish said it was unwise t0 employ unskilled men to

do tradesmen's work, and it cost the Council more. . It was l"l
very unfair & the Council having given instructions that un-
skilled men were m?’to do tradesmen's work.

M# Treanor said this was a very experienced man at the ‘
clase of work he was doing viz., laying concrete channels.

Mr Armstrong said unskilled workers had been employed to 1
do tradesmen's work. He saF ordinary men earning wages at .
tradesmen's work in a locality where there were a good number |
of tradesmen idle, building walls. |

Chairman - Bullding cement walls. [

Mr Armstrong - No, stone walls, |
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Chairman - I don't think the County Council ever
ordered that.

Mr Corish - It is a scandalous state of affairs.

Mr Treanor - It hasn't been dore im my district. I
don't get any labour men to do cement work.

Mr Armstrong — I don't say it was done extensively.

County Surveyor - If you were building a bit of a gap
in & parapet wall, a man on the roads would do that, but not
extensive work. If there was a whole wall to be built we
always had tradesmen.

Mr Corish - According to that if a man wants his house

repaired he could not employ a mason; he should get a whole
house built to employ him.

Mr Keegan - I think most men would prefer a tradesman,

After further discussion the following resoclution was
adopted on the motion of Mr Corish seconded by Mr Armstrong:

"That an instruction be furnished to the Assistant
Surveyors that for the future they must employ tradesmen to
do the work usually dore by tradesmen."
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