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A meeting of Wexford County Council was held in

County Council Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, on 30th June,
1932.

Present: Mr. M. Doyle, Chairman, presiding; also
Messrs. James Armstrong, John Brennan, James Clince,
Patrick Colfer, John Culleton, John Cummins, Timothy F. D!Arey,
James Gaul, Ool. C.M. Gibbon, James Hall, William P. Keegan,
John Murphy, Sean O'Byrne, Miss Nellie O'Ryan and
James Shannon.

The Secretary, Assistant Secretary, County Surveyor
and the six Assistant Surveyors were in attendance.

The Minmutes of ordinary meeting of 13th June, 1932
and of special meeting of 20th June, 1932, were confirmed.

RAIL FACILITIES TO EUCHARISTIC CONGRESS.

The following letter (No. M.299/11) under date 27th June,
1932, was read from the General Manager, Great Southern
Railways, Kingsbridge Station:- "The Secretary has passed
on to me your letter of 25th June, enclosing a copy of the
mimtes of a meeting of the Wexford County Council held on
the 20th idem.

i I regret very much that your Council felt called upon

to pass a resolution in the terms of that recorded in your

minutes, as ata time of unpresedented stress on railway
facilities, every single vehicle in the Company's possession
was pleced at the disposal of the vieitors to the Eucharistic
Congress, and the fares charged were the lowest on r4cord,
with the single exception of certain Gaelic Athletic meetings
which are held on Sundays at infrequent intervals, when
there is no difficulty in meeting the traffic.

'You will, however, see that no profiteering of any kind
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"was indulged in, and in addition to this, the Railway
Company sent a substantial contribution to the funds of the
Eucharistic Congress Committee."

Mr. Murphy said that it was evident that the reply of
the Railway Company was not an answer to the resolution
of the Cognty Council, because the Railway Company could
not justify their action.

Miss O'Ryan said that they should reply to the letter
of the Company, that when they came looking for sympathy
in future, they need not expect it from the Wexford County
Council.

Mr. Murphy pointed out that 600 or 700 members of the
Pioneer Total Abstinence Association in his district held
an anmal excursion. This year, so far back as March last,
they asked for a train to the Congress, but the Company
stated they could not provide it, although the Members of
the Association did not propose to travel on the Sunday
of the Congress.

Miss O'Ryan proposed the following resolution which
was seconded by MrjSrennan and adopted:—

"That we regard the reply of the Great Southern Railways,
as no answer to the resolution of the County Council
complaining of the lack of proper transport facilities to
the Eucharistic Congress, and that the &ttitude of the
Company in this matter will be borne in mind by the Council
when the Railway Company in the future is asking for our
sympathy."”

Mr. Cummins suggested that some steps should be taken
by the Council to procure a special train to the Cork
Exhibition. He understood that a good deal could be learned

by a visit to this exposition.

The Chairman pointed out that when the former

Exhinition was held in Cork, the Railway Company had
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given good facilities to visit it.

Mr. O'Byrne mentioned that the present return
excursion fare to Cork was £1 which he considered entirely

too high. He thought the Company should be asked to run

a really cheap excursion.
Mr. Cummins, suggested that the County Secretary,
should get in tough with the Department of Agriculture, so
that if travelling facilities at cheap fares were obtained
the Department would be in a position to provide educational

exhibits for the information of the people. He pboposed

a .resolution on these lines.
The Chairman suggested that the Railway Company should
be first approached, before further steps were taken.
Er. Cummins then proposed the following resolution

which was seconded by Mr. O'Byrne, and adopted:-

"That the Railway company be approached with a view to
providing a special train or, in the alternative, cheap
excursion fares for the people of Wexford to enable them

to attend the Cork Exhibition. That copy of this resolution

be forwarded to the Secretary of the Exhibition and that

his co-operation in the matter be requested.”

COUNTY SURVEYOR'S REPORT.
The County Surveyor submitted the following report:=

“The Local Govermment Department has sanctioned the works
under the expenditure of £3,000, granted out of the Relief

Fund. I had intended bringing forward as one of the jobs ,
the repair of the Dummain Road, but on applying to the

Labour Exehange, I found that there were no unemployed in
the 4drea, and, accordingly, I arranged for the repair of

the road from Arthurstown to Duncannon. The other works

are:— Michael Street, Gorey: Ferns to Milltown,Road and
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"Wexford to Curracloe Road.

"The painting contract on New Ross Bridge is proceeding
end the preliminary work of scraping down and touching up,
preparatory to laying on the paint is well advanced.

"The concrete slab work on the second section of the
Wexford to New Ross road is proceeding satisfactorily: the
first section has been completed for some time, and will be
opened to traffic very shortly.

"The getting out of the sand on the Bunclody road,
preparatory to laying the slab, is well advanced, and the
laying of the slab itself will start in a few days.

"I have received from ¥essrs. Delap and Waller, Form

of Agreement in connection with the work at Ferrycarrig
Bridge, and I have submitted this to Mr. Elgee for his

consideration and approval. During the past week I had
an interview with the Engineers in Dublin, and @#iscussed
details of the proposed alterations, and we will shortly

be in a position to undertake the work.

#Last week I was in Courtown, and found that the

Contractor was making every effort to render dry the chamber,
preperatory to pumping out. Up to the present he has not
succeeded in staunching the chamber, though he has made
every possible effort.”

The follewing resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr. Hall seconded by Mr. O'Byrne:-

"That the Report of County Surveyor as presented to
this meeting be received and considered."

£3%,000 INSTALMENT RELIEF GRANT.

Under date 27th June, 1932, the Department of Local
Govermment (Roads) (R.F.U.-32) wrote that the Minister had
approved of the outlined scheme submitted by County Surveyor

for the expenditure of £3000, advance
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grant, for the immediate relief of unemployment in the

County. All labour for the scheme was to be recruited
exclusively through the employment Exchange.

The County Surveyor, in reply to queries, stated that
so far as was possible, he was expanding £750 in each of
the four districts of the County.

Mr. Keegan pointed out that a mumber of men were
idle at Tara Hill, and who had not obtained any employment
under the late grant. The work should be fairly divided.

The County Surveyor mentioned that in the return
he got from the Labour Exchange, 95 men were stated to be
unemployed in Gorey town.

Mr. O'Byrne:- Rrom the town and immediate surroundings
the manager of the Exchange has 300 on his books.

The Chairman stated that in his opinion the County
Surveyor had made the allocation of this grant in a
manner, satisfactory to everybody.

PAINTING NEW ROSS BRIDGE:- Mr. P. O'Neill, Assistant

Surveyor for the district, in reply to Mr. Murphy said,
that there were 10 men engaged at the work.

Mr. Murphy:- How many would there be, if the painting
was carried out in the ordinary way?

Mr. O'Neill:- The same number exactly as at present,
as the men are engaged at scaling and preparing for the
painting.

Mr. Murphy:- If no sprayer had been employed for this
work the men engaged would have been kept on for weeks
longer.

The matter dropped.

COURTOWN HARBOUR.

Mr. XKeegan stated that in his opinion no further

progress had been made with this work since it was
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discussed at last meeting of the Council. In 1926 or

127 the County Surveyor had spent £300 in trying to dam
these sluice gates, but the work was not successful. n

The County Surveyor said he did not think the amount
was £300.

Mr. Keegan pointed out that the people in Courtown “1
area were stating that £300 was expended. Since March 1931
the work was in the hands of the contractor. At the moment
£1,200 ofi the ratepayers! money was involved in this work.

He did not want to blame the unfortunate contractor, who

was making a gemuine effort to do his best. There must be
something wrong in the matter, and he did not know how it

was going to be made right. As he stated at previous meetings
there were 160 people whose existence entirely depended on
the completion of the work. They had lost last year's

and this yeart!s fishing and would likely lose next year's.

| There should be some finality to the matter.

The County Surveyor stated that nothing could be done so
far except to make the chamber staunch, and the contractor
was making every effort to do that.

In reply to a query the County Surveyor stated that no
money had been paid to the contractor.

On the suggastion of Mr. Keegan, the terms of the
Contract with Mr. Lee were read.

Mr. Keegan pointed out that according to these, the
work should have been finished by the lst October, 1931.
The Contractor was told by the Council to clear out.

The County Surveyor said this was not correct. There
was a resolution that the County Solicitor take proceedings
against him.

Mr. Keegan held that the Counciy should not be
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demanding harbour dues for a harbour which was not effective
at the moment, and in which the boats were really locked

up.

The County Surveyor, pointed out that the water was
coming through the floor at the gates, and Mr. Lee, with
the aid of a diver was trying to stop the various leaks.

He did not think anyone could do the job a bit better, and
he stated, if Mr. Lee was allowed to continue, he would
certainly fulfil his contract.

Mr. Keegan cuestioned Mr. Lee's ability to deal with
intricate work of this nature, and proposed the following
resolution:-"That the Commissioners of Public Works, be
requested to send down one of their engineers with experience
of harbour work to inspect the sluice gates, etc., at
Courtown Harbour".

Mr. O'Byrne seconded the resolution.

Col. Gibbon said, the usual procedure for a Contractor

who came up against a difficulty of this description was to

emplyy an engineering expert to advise. If the Contractor

in this case, showed any sign of doing this, and taking

steps to overcome the difficulty, he (Col. Gibbon) would
be satisfied to let him continmue with the Contract. It
was evident that the Contractor had epent a whole lot of
money and was doing his best, but the time had arrived now
when he should seek technical skilled advice.
The resolution of Mr. Keegan, was then put, and adopted.
The following resolution was adopted on the motion of

Mr. O'Byrne seconded by lMr. Hall:- "That the report of

County Surveyor as presented to this meeting be and is

hereby confirmed!
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CHAPEL LANE BUNCLODY.

The following motion of which he had given previous
notice stood in the name of Mr. Armstrong:—
"That the Street known as Chapel Lane, Bunclody, be closed
to through traffic."

In moving his motion Mr. Armstrong said that the lane,
which was not in contract, was about 100 yards long and only
10 to 16 feet wide — not wide enough in places, to allow two
cars to pass. Theg traffic of big lorries through it was
very dangerous to pedestrians, a number of whom used this
lane as a "short cut."

The County Surveyor said he would approve of the
proposal of Mr. Armstrong, as there was a defective gullet
in the lane, and the use of the thoroughfare by lorries
might cause a collapse of the gullet at any time. In hie
opinion it would be necessary to obtain the consent of the
Local Govermment Department before Mr. Armstrong's resolution
could be made effective. The best way to deal with the
matter would be to put concrete posts at one end of the lane.

Mr. Armstrong said he was diametrically opposed to
this a8 in his opinion it would interfere with public
convenience.

The County Surveyor pointed out that it would be almost
impossible to enforce the closing of the lane to through
traffic unless some suggestion such as the erection of posts
at one end was carried out.

Col. Gibbon said that nothing should be done unless

they had some document from the people living on the lane,

and iffpossible also from the people in Bunclodg regerding

the application.
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Mr. Armstrong pointed out that he had brought hhe
epplication forward at the suggestion of the people living

on the lane.

It wee decided to adjourn consdderation of the resolution

until the people concerned made written reprecsentations to
the Council, regarding their wishes.
PROPOSED AMENDMENT OF DRAINAGE ACTS.

Under date 28th June, 1932, the following was read
from the Secretary, County Councils' General Council:-
"The Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Finance
has agreed to receive a deputation from the County Councils?
General Council for the purpose of discussing the working
of the Drainage Acts.

"It is proposed to discuss the following points with
the Parliamentary Secretary.

(1) That the Board of Works should submit all plans and
specifications to the County Councils' Engineer
prior to the inauguaration of the Scheme.

(2) That no County Council be compelled to take over
completed schemes until the work hae been declared
by the Councils'! Engineer to have been
satisfactorily carried out.

(3) That draft applotment of amounts of loans re-payable
be submitted to the County Secretary for approval.

(4) That the proportion of the State contribution be
increased.

(5) Excessive cost of methods adopted by Commissioners.

(6) Method of Arbitration by Oommissioners' Nominee.

(7) Disirability of appeal from Arbitrator's Award.

"Ag a preliminary to the reception of the deputation

the Parliamentary Secretary has asked to be furnished with &

a
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Ngtatement in writing of particulars of any specific

caused of complaint. I have been directed therefore %o

ask you to be so good as to let me have (after consultation
with the County Surveyor if necessary) a statement of any
specific causes of complaint which have arisen in your
County under any of the above heads or otherwige in
connection with the working of the Drainage Acts, not

later than Monday next 4th July'.

The Secretary said that the Great Island people
complained that the work was too expensive. They did
not say that the job was a bad one, but as far as he
remembered they complained that it was not value for the
money. In the case of the Sow, the people held that in
place of improving the drainage system it was really made W
worse, and that they got no value for the money.

Mr. O'Byrne said that one point was, that the Council
wanted a scheme put before them before it commenced,
and another was thet they should not take it over until
the work was done satisfactorily.

Col. Gibbon said, that in connection with a
scheme some lump figure migh® be approved by the Council
while the farmers coneerned might not know what that
would mean when it went into their rates afterwards.

He thought there should be an estimate of the rates to

be made as the resﬁlt of the work proposed to be

carried out. Before they approved of any work being
carried out in drainage area the correct thing to do
would be for the County Surveyor and a Committee
appointed by the Co. Council to meet the trustees of
the Drainage district concerned, so that they would

know what they were going to do before they carried out

the work. There wae no use in the council approving of
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Il
work being done, and then, later on, when they went to
collect the money, having the people telling them that
the whole thing was too expensive.

Mr. D'Arcy said it did not always pay to drain every
class of land. They would have to give a fair ide if the
work would pay for the expenditure.

Mr. Murphy said that in Great Island a drainage
scheme was carried out. No one said it was not a good
job, but the amount it added to the rates of the people
concerned, wasg twice too much. If the people had been
consulted and told the actual cost they could have informed
the people in charge that they would not pay, because it
was out of all proportion. He thought a great case could
be made out by whoever was going to meet the Minister, as
they could get all the facts and figures from the local
people.

The County Surveyor remarked that some people outside
a flooded area objected to paying a little, but they should
understand that water off their land was contributing to
the flooding. |

With regard to the Kilmannock drainage area, the
Secretary suggested that Mr. N.J. Murphy, Kilmokea be
written to, as he knew all the facts in the matter.

Mr. O'Byrne proposed and the chairman seconded the
following resolution:-

"That our Secretary prepare report for the deputation
of the County Councils' General Council relative to the
Sow and Kilmannock Drzinage areas."

FORD-OF-LYNG.

The Chairman said that during the week he had two

or three communications from people affected very badly in

the Ford-of-Lyng district. They had written to the

| Minister for Agriculture, and he replied that he knew
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nothing about the fighting with the Slob people, and
the question of going to law., He did not believe that

the Minister did know that, but the people had got inte

such a state as the result of the matter going on without

any sign of a finish that they started on their own to
write to the Minister, though he thought they were not going
to achieve much by doing so. The matter of the Ford-of-Lyng

had been going on for years before the Council,

If Mr. Elgee was not going to carry out the matter they
should employ another Solicitor.

In reply to Mr. Hall, the Chairman said that the matter
had been going on since the introduction of the L.G. Act
in 1898.

Col. Gibbog suggested that the matter should be
specially mentioned on the agenda paper for next meeting
of the Council.

Mr. O'Byrne said the Co. Council had decided to take
proceedings in the District Court, but instead of these
l being instéituted their Solicitor obtained Counsel's opinion.
The Co. Council wese prepared to lose the case in order
that they would obtain some information as to the owners
of the S8lob. It looked extremely like the shelving of the
whole business, certainly if the farmer was doing one
hundreth part of the damage to the public roads he would
be brought to book in a fortnight.

It was decided to adopt the suggestion of Col. Gibbon

and have the matter specially mentioned on the agenda

paper for next meeting.
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SANCTION OF RATE COLLECTOR - No. 12 DISTRICT.

Under date 15th June, 1932, the Department of Local
Govermment wrote (G.41616/1932 (Fa) Loch Garman) that the

Minister had sanctioned the appointment of Mr. Matthew Murphy,
Rate Collector, for No. 12 District, on a part time,
non-pensionable basis, on the terms set out in the
advertisement and the replies to queries furnished.

The following extract from the Finance Committee
Minutes, of the 16th June, was approved, on the motion of
Mr. Hall seconded by Mr. O'Byrne.
COLLECTION DISTRICT No. 12 .

In connection with personal sureties of Matthew Murphy,

recently appointed Rate Collector (No.1l2 District)
documentory eviédence was submitted from the Agent,
Bank of Ireland, Wexford, and Mr. M.J. O'Connor, Solicitor,
Wexford, as to their financial standing.

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr. O'Byrne, seconded by Mr. Colleton:- "We recommend the
Co. Council to accept as personal sureties for Rate Gollactor,ﬂl
Metthew Murphy (No.12 District) Matthew Murphy, Ballyrobeg, wi
Blackwater, and Mrs. Mary Murphy, Crosshue, Elackwater, as EJ
we are satisfied they are solvent to the amount required |
under personal bond (£400) of Rate Collectors.

AMALGAMATION OF RATE COLLECTORS'DISTRICTS.

Under date 25th June, 1932, the Department of Local

Government wrote (G.45897/1932 Loch Garman Fa) that the
Minister approved of the proposed revieion of the Rate

Collectors! Districts.

APPOINTMENT OF SHORTHAND-TYPIST.
Under date 13th June, 1932, the Department of Local

Government wrote (G.42573/32 Loch Garman (Se) stating
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that the Minister sanctioned the appointment of

Miss Dorothy B. Killeen as Shorthand typist on the terms
as advertised and set out in the replies to queries
furnished.

AUDITOR'S REPORT — CO. COMMITTEE OF AGRICULTURE.
AND

CO. WEXFORD VOCATIONAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE.

Under date 22nd June, 1932, the Department of Local
Govermment wrote (A.43587/3%2) forwarding copy of Auditor's

Report on his audit of the Accounts of the above Committee,

for the period from 13th November, 1930 to 30th September,

1931.

The Auditor stated the Accounts were well presented for
aundit.

Under date 22nd June, 193%2, (A.43587-32) the Department
of Local Govermnment wrote forwarding copy of Auditor's Report
on his audit of the Accounts of the Co. Wexford Vocational
Education Committee, for the period from 13th November, 1930,
to 31st March, 1931.

HOLIDAYS IN GAELTHACHT FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN.

The Department of Lands and Fisheries, 3, Kildare Place,
Dublin, wrote as to children who could speak Irish fairly well
and who desired to become fluent in the language, spending
part of their holidays in selected places in the Gaelthacht.

AFROPLANE FLIGHTS — ROSSLARE STRAND.

Under date 14th June, 1932, Captain E.G. Stewart, M.C.,
Irish Air Lines, 62, Quay, Waterford, wrote asking would the
Council offer any obhjection to his Company using the strand
at Rosslare during the Summer Months for occasional aeroplane
flights.

The Company were aware the Department of Industry & Sammex .

Commerce must issue the licence, but they must receive

intimation that the local authorities offer no objection
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before they would consider the matter.

Col. Gibbon said if they gave the permission sought
for, it would certainly imply certain responsibilities and
before finally dealing with the matter, the Council should
clearly understand what their position wousid be in regard
to any accident that might occur on the strand.

The Chairman stated that the Council would take no
responsibility in the matter.

The folloﬁing resolution was adopted on the motion
of Mr. Hall, sedonded by Mr. O'Byrne:- "That the County
Council have no objection to the use of Rosslare Strand
by the Irish Air) Lines Company, for occasional aeroplane
flights, but should it be found, that hhese flights were
undesirable in the interests of the publig or caused any
inconvenience, the County Council would reserve the right
to make objection at any time. Furthermore the Co. Council
will accept no responsibility in connection with this
matter."”

WILD BIRDS PROTECTION ACT.

Under date 24th June, 1932, the following was read
from Mr. C.B. Moffgt, 21 Lower Baggot Street, Dublin,
Hon. Treasurer, Irish Society for the Protection of Birds:-
"As the Order prohibiting the tagking of certain Eggs in
Co. Wexford, issued in May, 1928, expires on the lst. of
March next, the Committee of this Society have entrusted
me to write to you hoping that you will bring before your
Council the advisability of applying to the Minister for
Justice for a renewal of this Order, with such
modification 28 your Council thinks desirable.

"The Council will of course understand that the Order

issued in 1930, protecting the eggs of the Chough, King-

fisher, Falman Petrel, Garnet, Turtle Dove, and all kingg
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of Terns, remains indefinitely in force and does not call for
renewal.

In the earlier Order there are also some birds named,
that do not now need protection under the Wild Birds Act,
as they have been converted into Game Birds by the Game
Preservation Act, and the taking of their eggs is terefore a
heavily punishable offénce under the Game Laws. This remark
applies to the Lapwing and Sheld Duck. Their continued
inclusion in the 1list will of course be quite harmless, but
is not necessary.

"Then there is the case of the Shag, for which we never
specially asked protection, though it was given. Compared
with the Cormnant it does 1little harm, as it keeps so much
more to salt water; but my Committee are not anxious to
advise its retention.

"We are however, aware that some of the comparatively

scarce Co. Wexford birds, including the Penguin Falcon,

have been the objects of raiding parties within the past |

couple of years, and we trust that the Co. Council will renew i

|
species:- w

the request for protection of eggs for at least the following: -

Penguin Falcon, Raven, Rock-Dove, Oyster-catchers, |

Kittiwake, Puffin, Guillsmot, Razorbill, and Manx Shearwater. [}
My Committee thinks it possible that members of your I
Council may see cause to ask protection for the eggs of some
other birds, but in any case they trust you will not let the
whole of the existing Order expire.

"With best thanks for the attention you have always
given to this subject."

After discussion the following notice of motion was
given by Col. Gibbon:-

"I hereby give notice of my intention to move at next
meeting:-"
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“That this County Council meke application to the Minister

of Justice for a renewal of the following Order under
Wild Birds Protection Act 1894:-

"The taking or destroying of the eggs of the following
species of Wild Birds to be prohibited throughout County
Wexford (including Keeragh and Saltee Islands) between
1st. Day of March, 1932, and 1lst. day of August, 1932,
and between first day of March and first day of August
in each year for a period of four years, from the first
day of March 1932;-

Penguin Falcon, Raven, Rock-Dove, Oyster Catcher,
Kittiwake, Puffin, Guillemot, RazorBill, and Manx Shear-
water."

DANGEROUS CORNERS.

Miss O'Ryan refereed to the recent fatal accident e
which had taken place at Tomcoole Corner, and pointed FIJ‘
out that some arrangements should be made by which the
hedges at such corners should be kept cut in order that
the view would not be obscured. E&he proposed that
digcretionary powers be given to the Assistant Surveyore to
attend to all dangerous corners as the necessity arose.

The Co. Surveyor mentioned that representstions from

the Co. Surveyor's Association were at present before the
Minister for Local Government to provide some simple
procedure by which land for the easement of corners could
be acquired and it was anticipated that representations of
the Codnty Surveyors would be acceded to. At present

hedges could only be cut down between October and the

following March and very often thep reached congiderable
height in the interval and became dangerous to the travelling

public © L
"

Mr. Birthistle, Assistant Surveyor, stated that if the
Council would give the Assistant Surveyors discretionary

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES® "



[§

powers to assist owners of adjoining land in cutting back
hedges and keeping them wWithin reasonable bounds it would be
a very wise step to take.

Mr. O'Byrne proposed the following resolution which
was seconded by Mr. Gaul and adopted:- "That discretionary
powers be given to the Assistant Surveyors to enable them
to assist ownere of land at dangerous corners to have where
necessary, hedges kept within limits, to provide for the
safety of the travelling public."

NATIONALIZATION OF INLAND FISHERIES.

The following resolution for the Galway County Council
and which is to be considered at anmual meeting of the
County Councils) General Council, on 15th August, was
received for the views of the Council:-

#That the County Councils' General Council request the
Minister for Lands & Fisheries to set up immediately a
Commission to inquire into the question of the Nationalizat-
ion of Inland Fisheries and that said commission be ;
instructed to report on their findings in the shortest W’:
possible time so as to have necessary legislation introduced!
without delay.”

Mr. O'Byrne said that this resolution had been under
consideration by the Executive Committee of the General
Council but they decided to refer it back to Galway for
more information.

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr. O'Byrne seconded by Mr. Hall:- "That the Secretary
of the Councile'! General Council be informed that the

Wexford County Council would require detailed information

from the Galway County Council as to exactly what was

meant by nationalization of inland fisheries, and also
details of the proposed scheme under which the proposal

in question could be worked."
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COUNTY COUNCILS' GENERAL COUNCIL'S DEPUTATION TO MINISTER

FOR_LOCAL GOVERNMENT,

The following report of deputation from the General

Council of County Councils was read:-

"The deputation appointed by the General Council on the 1llth

December, 1931 (Consisting of the Chairman and Messrs T.F.

McGahon and C.M. Byrne) was received by the Minister for i;

Local Govermment and Public Health on Wednesday 18th May

at Leinster House.

As instructed by the Council the Depmtation brought the

following matters before the Minister:-

(1) Deductions from Grants in aid of Local Taxstion in respect

uncollected Land Purchase Anmuities.

The Deputation stressed the injustice occasioned by the

dislocation of the finances of local authorities through the

failure of the lLand Commission to secure payment of Anmuities

over the Collection of which local authorities have not the

slightest control. They recalled that the legislation placed

ultimate responsibility for the payment of Land Annuities on 'I:'heI

rates was enacted by the British Parliement as a safeguard

against a possible movement similar to the "no rent" Campaign. '_

Whatever gustification for this provision may have existed

at that time had ceased to operate as the Collection of the

Anmiities was now in the hands of a Department of the native

Government backed by all the resources of the State and
They

supported by the authority of a National Legislature.

therefore urged the repeal of the provision.

"The Minister stzted that when the arrears of Anmuities

were ultimately recovered, the Local Taxation Account was

credited with the amount. The discrepancy between the deduction.!

from the Account and the recoupment to it would be accounted

for by the charge in regpect of loss on flotation of stock
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He could hold out no hope at present that the law would be
altered.

Payment to County Councils of instalments of the Agriculerral

. Grant and of the Contributions from the Road Fund at the
beginning of each Quarter.

The deputation pointed out that County Councils are

statutorily bound to meet the demands of Boards of Health and
Mental Hospital Committees at the beginning of each Quarter.
Furthermore large sums have to be provided to meet road
expenditure eventually recoupable in part from the Road Fund.
As Councils have to provide the funds necessary to meet these
obligations before any rates begin to come in it becomes
necessary for them especially in the earlier months of the
financial year, to have recourse to overdraft accomodation
which had been stigmatised by the Department as an uneconomic
method of transacting public business.

The deputation urged upon the Minister, as the most

feasible method for obviating or at least minimising recourse
to borrowing, that the instalments of the Agricultural Grant
shoudd be made available to County Councils at the beginning
of each quarter and that one-gquarter of the contribution from.
the Road Fund for expenditure on roads should be paid to the
Councils at the beginning of the financial year and quarterly
thereafter.

In reply the Minister stated that the instalments of the
Agricultural Grant had always been paid in advance since its
inception in 1898. There were certain difficulties in
connection with the payment in advance of recoupments from
the Road Fund but these were made as the work proceeded. He

would however take up the matter with the Minister for Finance

with a view to seeing if any means would be evolved to fadilitate

County Councils.
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(3)

(4)

(5)

)

Loss of %Rates on Derelict Holdings.

The deputation drew the attention of the Minister
to the loss of rates on holdinge allowed to remain
derelict by the Land Commission. Even when such holdings
are sold no provision is made in the purchase price to
meet accrued arrears of rates and not more than two years
arrears are recoverable from the incoming purchaser. The
deputation urged the appointment by the Land Commission
of an agent or agents in each County for the letting of
such holdings and the peyment of rates thereon. Further
that on the sald of such holdings provision should be mede
in the purchase priee for satisfying the full arrears of
rates.

The Minister undertook to discuss these matters with
the Minister for Lands and Fisheries.

Control and Regulation of Street Trading in Towns

and Villages.
The deputation asked that local authorities (in cases

where they did not already possess the power) should be
empowered to control and regulate Street Trading.

The Minister stated that this matter was being dealt
with.

Dates of closing Rate Collectioms.

The deputatién stated they had been instructed by the
General Council to suggest that the dates of closing
Rate Collections should be altered to the 30th November,
for the first moiety and the 31lst May for the second
moiety. They pointed out that most of the important
fairs were held subsequent to the closing dates at present

obtaining and that the suggested change would afford

farmers an opportunity of selling stock ang thereby
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(6)

(%)

%4

placing them in a position to discharge their liabilities
for rates. In the event of the proposed change of dates
being considered unfeasible the deputation suggested as an
alternative that the system of collection sanctioned for
County Dublin might be applied generally and would go far
to meet the difficulty.

In reply it was pointed out thet the proposed change
of closing dates would be impracticable and would invédlve
the alteration of the fiscal year. Furthermore the delay
of two months in the collection of local revemues would c=a
cause serious financial embarrassment to local authorities.
As regards the system of collections operating in County
Dublin the Department did not consider it could suitably
be applied to other Counties. It was not proposed to
depart from the system under which the Collectors were
obliged to lodge the full amounts of their warrants by the
closing date.

Untarred Margins on Roads.

As regards this matter the deputation agreed that there |

were engineering objections to the adoption of the
suggestion contained in the Council's resolution and that
experiments carried out in County Dublin showed that a
safe surface for stock could be secured& by the use of stone
broken to #" or 1" grade.
PRoposed Committee of Inauiry into the question of the
8ale of Labourers' Cottages to the Occupiers.
In reply to the deputations inquiry as whether a

decision on this matter had been arrived at the Minister
stated that legislation on the subject was under

consideration."
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Mr. O'Byrne proposed that the Government be requested

to pay the Agricultural Grant in full. The County Council J:

could not be called to face the burden of unpaid
anmuities more especially having regard to the
moratorium recently arranged for, by the Govermment.

Any financial burden arising out of this moratorium
should be borne by the State and should certainly not be
transferred to the local authorities.

Mr. Hall seconded the resolution which was adopted.

MONFIELD WATER SUPPLY.

Under date 21st June, 1932, the Local Govermment
Department forwarded Sealed Order No. P.H. 31658/1932
determining the Area of Charge for improving and
maintaining water supply at Monfield, Ballyminaun Little,
to be the Broadway Dispensary District.

ROAD, WALL ETC., AT BURROW, ROSSLARE.

The following under date 22nd June, 1932, was read
from Mr. Patrick Bent, Burrow, Rosslare:-—
"As you are already aware the residents of the Burrow,
Rosslare, have made an application for a road to and
from their hdmes, and it was pointed out that a road
cannot be effected without a wall. You promised that if
you received some assistance from the Govermment in the
form of money you would accede to our just claim for a
road. We have seen on the papers that the Govermment is
giving grants for roads, water works, etc., etc., In
view of the Govermment's gener ity to help the plain
people we ask that you Members of the County Council will
apply for a small grant and proceed to make the necessary
road to and from our houses. We hope that you will act

without delay and let us have our just demand remedied."
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The County Surveyor in reply to queries stated that
the erection of the proposed wall would cost from £800 to

£1,200. There were ten or twelve families living in small
cottage holdings at the Burrow.

Mr. Murphy proposed the following resolution which
was seconded by Mr. O'Byrge and adopted:-
"That application be made to the Local Govermment Department
and band Conmission with a view to seCuringva grant in order
to provide a wall and road for the people of the Burrow,
Rosslare."

REVISION OF VALUATIONS.

On the motion of Mr. O'Byrne seconded by Mr. Hall the
following resolution was adopted:-
"That various applications for revisions of valuation and
and changes of mames of occupiers submitted to this meeting
by our Secretary be approved and forwarded to the General
Valuation Department for consideration.”

WALLS AT CLOHAMON BRIDGE.

Under date 18th June, 1932, Mr. Elgee, County Solicitor |

wrote that as regards the walls at Clohamon Bridge, he saw

no reason to alter the opinion expressed by him in letter
written to the Council on 27th February, last stating that
the Council shoudld repudiate all liability in respect of the
matter.
POISONS AND PHARMACY ACT LICENCES.

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr, O'Byrne seconded by Mr. Hall:- "“That new licence under
Poisons and Pharmacy Act be issued to Mr. Joseph Crangle,
Manager, éohn Bolger & Co. Ferns, and renewals of licences
to Daniel Keating, Quay Street, New Ross, Laurence Harpur,
North Main Street, Wexford, and Henry Hill, Ballycanew,

Gorey.
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NEGOTIATIONS BETWEEN GREAT BRITAIN AND

IRISH FREE STATE.

The following resolution was received from Kerry
County Council:-

"RESOLVED:~ That we the members of the Kerry County
Council heartily approve of the able manner in which
Mr. De Valera has dealt with the negotiations between
Britain and the Irish Free State and that we call upon
all public representatives to support the President and
Executive Council."

The Chairman said thie was more or less a pdlitical
matter but he was not adverse to the County Council
discuesing it, should they so wish.

Mr. Keegan proposed the adoption of the resolution.

Miss O'Ryan said there was nobody in favour of such
| resolutions coming before County Councils.

Chairman: Another thing it is premature.

Mr. O'Byrne: Not only premature but in my opinion we
would get on far better without such resolutions.
b Chairman: In the circumstances I will vote it out of
‘ order.

FAIRS IN SMALL TOWNS.

Mr. Murphy mentioned that all over the County, fairs
were held in the streets of the small towns, which were

left in a desperate state. It was hardly fair to ask the

H people of a district to clean up after fairs and he asked

could not the County Surveyor get some of the road mean to

look after this matter.
Miss O'Ryan was against the proposal.
Mr. O'Byrne said the less the Gouncil said about the

fairs at the moment, the better. The question of preventing

fairs being held on the streets was acute at the mement
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and discussions likely to arise would not be helpful
in allowing matters to remain as they were.

It was decided to leave the matter in the hands of
the County Surveyor.
OQUNTY COUNCIL WORKER AND LORRY LOADING.

Mr. Keegan asked if Mr. Ennis assistant surveyor
bhad had a strike or a lock—-out in a quarry in his area.
Mr. Ennis replied that he had not.

Mr. Keegan - Was there anything?

Mr. Ennis - One man went home because he refused to
load lorries.

In answer to Mr. Keegan as to who owned the lorry thét
the man refused to load, Mr. Ennis said it belonged to
Mr. Fortune, of Ferns.

Mr. Keegan said he did not believe Mr. Ennis had any
right whatever to tell a man to load anybody's lorry
employed for the purpose of hauling.

The County Surveyor said that the question of the
loading of the lorry was considered':;e the price. They
agreed to a certain price provided they loaded the lorry.

Chairman - Do you want to ereate a precedent for those
men t0 disobey the district surveyor? Aren't they there
to obey his orders? Mr. Keegan - Quite so, but why not treat
the men with the lorry the same as the men with the horses?

Chairman — Hasn't the County Surveyor given you an
explanation?

Mr. Keegan - I say it is a corrupt practice to get a
council's man to load any man's vehicle.

The County Surveyor said that a man with a lorry would
charge very much more if he had to keep a couple of men
waiting in the cuarry.

Mr. Keegan — Why don't you advertise in that way and
give every man a chance.
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Chzirman- This must be some crank of a man that would W
not obey orders as far as I can see.

The matter dropped.

Nlielasf Bosple |
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