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I have been atiending meetings of your Council from time
to time during the past twelve years, and although during that

- - -\

period a certain amount of work had been done still there was

’F»

mueh 1eft undons
Of this latter portion there has been and still continues
to be only tinkering wilh the problem

!

I have made up my mind to continue going to Wexford thirough
Enniscorthy which means 72 miles extra journey each week. This

o

comrent is sufficient as it is founded on facts not on fancy.

Tourists arriving at Rosslare and proceeding to the South
of Ireland all express their glarm after their journey over this

road and inquire if all the roads in Ireland are alike as if so
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it would be vetter from a motoring point of view to get bvack.

-

I1f you could only get one of your Council to go over this

You may remember my getting a Comnittee to go over a section
of the road on a previous occasion and it will be within your
recollection the opinion then formed by such Comnittee. It would

be interesting for your Council to know when the work sanctioned

will e completed and how much material is on the road to enable
the steamroller to start especially on the Tomcodle end.™
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The County Surveyor sald that the steamrolling of this road
ted at the Cushinstown end.

havé much pleasure in informing Mr Hearn I was
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éteanrolled. They had repeatedly filled
the potholes there but the repairs lasied for about a week only.
The section at Tomcoole was being done in cement Dound macadam
tone to block the road. The mat-

rial would be brought in as the work required: otherwise it
ruld mean double handling entailing extra expense.

It was decided that the County Surveyer's statement be fur-

nished Dr Hearn for his information.
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COAST EROSION AT ROSSLARE

Mr. O'Dwyer (Local Government Department) attended in

connection with this matter.

Colonel Gibbon said that before the matter was taken up

he wished to ask a question. He had seen by the Press that
LI

the Coast Erosion Committee had had a sitting or a hearing in
Rosslare, and there was a certain number of people present, but
there was no member of the County Council in attendance, according
to the list published in the papers. The coast erosion question ‘#1
was a matter of vital importance to the Council which had been |
dragged into it a great deal. Some people said that the difficultiea..'
arising at Rosslare were the fault of the Council and others wanted ] 1
the Council to spend large sums of money there.- He wanted to ask ‘1

why no member of the County Council was invited to be present to

meet the Coast Erosion Committee ?. 1
Mr. D'Arcy - When we are out of it now, why not stay out of
it ?.
The County Surveyor said that he was invited to what was an

informal meeting with the local people.

Lo

Colonel Gibbon - Surely we are local people.
The Chairman said that if the Council were going to be
responsible for any monies, he thought they should surely have

some say. If their rates were not going to be touched they would

stay out of the matter with pleasure.

Mr. D'Arcy - I don*t think we should touch it at all.

B -
- -

Colonel Gibtbon = I propose that we express to the Coast
Erosion Committee our regret that some representatives of the Co.
Council were not invited to meet them when they held the inquiry in
Rosslare, even though it was informal.

Mr. D'Arcy - That would lead them to believe that we want to
get into it. That we want to spend money. I think we should keep
out of it altogether.

Chairman - There is one portion of the road there that we will
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certainly have some responsibility for.
Mr. DYArcy - We can't stop the sea.
The Chairman said that there had been a lot of talk

about the County Council at former meetings in Rosslare, and
references had been made to the road, and if that was to be
discussed he thought they would be justified in having some
representatives present, if they were going to make the Council
responsible for it.
Mr. Corish said that he was at a loss to know why they
should pass such a resolution as proposeé by Colonel Gibbon. He
took it that the Coast Erosion Committee met the Rosslare Committee.
Mr. Dwyer was present at the Council meeting that day and the
Council had an opportunity to put forward their views. f
Colonel Gibbon said the attempt had been made to throw the
blame on the Council because they did not take steps to protect

the road, and he would say that if an inquiry was held in Rosslare

by a Government department with a view to seeing whether the ,f
Government was going to make a grant or not, then the County Council, ‘

which had had things said about it, should have been represented. \'
It was all very well to say that the County Surveyor was present, H
but the County Surveyor should have been accompanied by a member of iq
the Council who should have bsEm represented the Council. |

Mr. O'Dwyer said there was no such inquiry at Rosslare as
Colonel Gibbon referred to. The Committee came to Rosslare to
learn at first hand the history of the Rosslare preblem. They
were met there by a number of local people, and listened to every-
thing those people had to say. There wes nothing in the nature of
an inquiry.

The Chairman said there were some members of the Council who
were, perhape, as intimate with the coast at Rosslare as outside
people, and another thing was that there was a serious problem and

he would venture to say that it came before the inquify - about the

taking of gravel from the strand and lots of people had an interest
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in Rosslare besides the people actually at the strand. He
would venture to say that that was discussed, and he thought
it was necessary the views of the Council should have been put
forward.

Mr. O'Dwyer - That's why I am here to put these things
before you.

Chairman — Why weren't some of the members interested nf
summoned to that conference ?. There appeared to be no reason
for summoning anyone.

Chairman - Why did they summon the local people.?

Mr. O'Dwyer -.They informed the local people that they
were coming.

The County Surveyor said he was informed that the meeting
wa%not in any way formal. He naturally said he would attend, but
did not know who was to be there.

Mr. D'Dwyer said that in the course of the inspection two
items arose that appeared to him to be of interest to the Council.
He then suggested that he would come before the Council to have
those items discussed before letting them go further in the absence !
of the Council. That was why he was present. Nothing had been
done so far which dould in any way offend the Council.

Chairman - I don't think the Council have taken any offence
at all. I think they are only standing on their rights. W

Mr. O'Dwyer said he was present at the Council meeting as a
Local Government Inspector, and not as a member of the Coast
Eroeion Committee. In the course of the inspection which took
place at Rosslare about a fortnight ago, two matters of importance
to the Oouncil got a good deal of prominence. One was that certain

local people proposed to apply for a prohibatory order to prevent

the removal of sand, gravel and shingle from the beach, and the secon
wag that the County Council had themselves been. removing sand and

gravel. Apart from these two matters there was nothing of direct

importance to the Council. One person, at least, had applied
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to the Minister for Industry and Commerce to prbhibit removal

from the portion of the beach that adjoined his property, and
certain others proposed to do likewise and there was every

reason to believe that the Department of Industry & Commerce

would give them the order they sought. The coast at Rosslare

was being eroded through starvation rather than through erosion

and every shovel of gravel removed aggravated the starvation.

What would heppen if the order were granted was that the Council
would be ordered off the beach by the local people. He thought

it would be a very unfortunate position for a County Council to
appear guilty of doing damage where they should be doing good, and
to be ordered off the beach by the local people and in consequence
he made up his mind to come before the Council and ask them to

seek the order in preference to the local people, and so get the
reine in their own hands. If the ordér went through, the removal
would have to cease, so the Council, as the local authority, ought,
he thought, to have the authority in the matter if it were given.
The 1life of Rosslare would probably be a very short one unless some-
thing could be done to prevent the starvation going on.

There was not the slightest doubt about it, RBsslare had been
qoing, and unless the movement was stopped, or, at least slowed, the
rest would go very quickly. A lot of agricultursl land would be in
danger immediately the sand hills went, and if that land went, the
Council would lose very considerably on it. They would lose rates,
and he thought he could show that they would also lose the Land
Commission annuities. When land was destroyed, the former occupier
remained responsible for Land Commission annuities, but he would
probably get out.

The Chairman remarked that annuities were still being collected
in circumstances such as referred to by Mr. O'Dwyer.

Mr. O'Dwyer - They got them, but do they get them from the

owners 7.

Chairman - I know cases where they zet them from the owners.
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0f course the owners have other assets.

Mr. O'Dwyer said the normal thing to expect was that the
owner of lost land would get out, and when the Land Commission
found themselves short of so much in land annuities from County
Wexford every year they would simply apply to the guarantee fund
from which the Council got the agricultural grant, so that in
fact the Council would pay the Land Commission annuities in
respect of land destroyed unless the previous owner paid. As to
whether the Council was aggravating the rate of destruction, there
appeared not the slightest doubt but they were.

Chairman -~ I would like to know if it is your own opinion
you have formed, or are you giving us the opinion of any other
one who has come to that conclusion.

Mr. O'Dwyer said he was in a very difficult position. He
was a member of the Coast Erosion Committee, and he was also a
Government Inspector. He could answer some of the questions if
he was not a member of the Committee. It was the duty of that

Committee to report to the Govermment, and not to the County

Council. The coast was being eroded at Rosslare, gravel would
save it, and the Council was removing gravel, so he thought it
should be clear that the removal of gravel aggravated the destruct-
ion. It was like removing bread from a starving family.

The Chairman said that that had not been the opinion of the
. County Surveyor, but whether he had changed it or not he (Chairman)
| did not know,
Colonel Gibbon - Does Mr. O'!'Dwyer know Mr. Delap - a well-known
| engineer 7. Has he read Mr. Delap's report 7.

Mr. O'Dwyer — I have.

Colonel Gibbon - Has he seen the expressed opinion that the
removal of sand and gravel has nothing to do with the erosion.

Mr. O'Dwyer — I believe he did say that.

P Colonel Gibbon — And you don't agree with that.

Mr. O'Dwyer said he agreed with Mr. Delap that the removal
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of gravel aggravated the effect. It increased the rate of
erosion at Rosslare. It certainly was not the cause. If
they never removed gravel there would be erosion, but the ,
removal increased it, and his point was that they were not h
justified in increasing it at all. l

Mr. D'Arcy — It seems that there is an argument that the ,I
County Council is solely responsible for the removal of all the |1
gravel.

Mr. O'Dwyer — I think it is obvious that you are not.

Chairman - The people seeking this order are taking a

considerable amount of gravel themselves.

a R —

Colonel Gibbon - I am very glad to hear Mr. O'Dwyer give

that opinion now, because the former way in which he expressed I

the matter was that we were responsible for the erosion, and I

responsible for intensifying it, and we solely. !
Mr. O'Dwyer — Intensifying it, yes. '

The County Surveyor said that he certainly had to admit that

were not the only people doing that and what he said - and he

i
the County Council were drawing gravel, but pointed out that they b
agreed with Mr. O'Dwyer — was that it was not their taking of I

in his former report, it did aggravate it, but it probably

aggravated it a long way up the coast. It was a very trifling thingi

B
gravel that caused the erosion, but to some extent, as he admitted l

but if they retained every cubic yard of gravel and gradually

do something.
Colonel Quin - Save Rosslare. ?.
Mr. O'Dwyer - Yes, I think it could be saved.
Colonel Gibbon - I think it will be seen that I was right in

build up the strand, undoubtedly in the course of years they would
saying that the Council should have been represented.

Surveyor state that the erosion is even aggravated by the removal l

Chairman - It is the first time I have heard the County
of gravel. He xXsy always told us at the meetings that the takinp
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of gravel from Rosslare beach was not doing it one bit of
injury.

The County Surveyor said he had adopted a word used
already. He would not have brought that word forward himself
at all - the word "eaggravated" - but if they took even an ounce
of gravel away where there were thousands of tomns, it would make
a difference, but he held it was a trifling difference.

The Chairman said he was probably a much older inhabitant of
the place than anyone in the room, and he remembered the time when
there was a much larger quantity of sand being removed than at
present, and they had no erosion at all. Every farmer in the
whole barony, and outside it, carted sand during the whole of
the summer, and there was not even a mention of erosion at the
time. He always considered that the County Surveyor had a sound
argument when he said that the removal of sand did not do any hamm.
He remembered three times the amount removed as in the past five
years, and there was not a single word about coast erosion.

Mr. Corish - But that doesn't alter the situation, because there
may be some banks outside interferred with, and there may be more
sand required there than in years gone by.

County Burveyor - There is less coming up.

dolonel Gibbon suggested that in the case of closing a beach
there should be a sworn inquiry. He understood from Mr. O'Dwyer
that the Department intended to make an order that sand was not te
be removed. He thought the Council should protest against that
being done.

Colonel Quin - I think Mr. O'Dwyer has come very courteously to
us, and has simply told us the facts of the case, and has given us a
chance of saving our face by getting the order. I am personally
inclined to think that the taking away of the gravel does do harm.
It must do harm.

In reply to Mr. D'Arcy, Mr. O'Dwyer said that if the Council

prevented the removal of gravel, and the coast continued to go, the
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Council would have done their best, and it would not make them
any more responsible. It would simply mean that they had taken
one step to do the right thing.

The County Surveyor said he thought the amount of gravel
taken away was making comparatively little difference. Unless
they took steps to hold the gravel by something like groynes,
the amount they were taking was not, he thought,affecting Rosslare
particularly. It might affect places higher.up.

The Chairman said he represented a very big district around
Rosslare where it would be a tremendous loss to a great many
people to stop the drawing of gravel.

Mr. O'Deyer said he had nothing whatever to do with the
Department of Industry and Commerce, and he did not know whether
they proposed to make an order or not, but he knew the case being
put up to them, and he did not see how they could turn it down.
The case was: "There is gravel being removed, the sea is coming
in, the removal of gravel is aggravating the approach of the sea,
and we want an order to stop the removal."

Mr. McCarthy said he thought that if a prohibitory order was
to be applied for, it should be in the hands of the Council, and
he proposed that the Council should take steps to get the order
themselves, and not have it in the hands of priwate individuals.
It would be rather an invidious position for the Council to have
private individuals in control.

Colonel Quin seconded.

Mr. Gaul - Assuming the order is made for Rosslare, is there
anything to prevent a similar order for the whole southern coast ?.
Chairman - I believe you would be doing a good deal of harm if you
look for an order, because there are a lot of carters who are making
a living out of drawing gravel at the moment.

Mr, O'Dwyer - They will get it elsewhere.

Mr., Gaul - They are the people I represent, and I certainly

won't ask for an order.
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Colonel Gibbon said that Mr. O'Dwyer had attempted to
suggest that he was not responsible with regard to the order,
and no one else except the Department of Industry and Commerce.
He (Colonel Gibbon) knew something of the working of the
Government Departments, and the Department of Industry and
Commerce, without any engineers' opinions or anything else, was
not going to set up an arbitary order against the Council that
the sand was not to be taken away. Where the Department was the
legal instrument for an order, undoubtedly they would apply to
the Coast Erosion Committee, or to the Department the Committee
was under and ask their advice before taking much drastic action.
He considered it most inadvisable in the interests of the County
Council that any Government official should come down there to
report on an important matter in which the Council might be
implicated, and go back and make a report to the Government
without first hearing the views of the County Council on the :
matter, because what happened was that the Department made up
their minds as to what was to happen. The official put in his
report in Dublin, and then when the matter was prejudged the
Council were asked what they had to say in the matter, and then
naturally the judgment want against them. J
Mr. Keegan said that Rosslare was not the only place swept
awvay. A wall an Courtown that was erected by the Council some

years ago at a cost of £3,000 or £4,000 was swept away, although |

not a shovel full of stuff was removed for thirty-six years. The
Earl of Courtown would not allow any gravel to be drawn at all.
Therefore, he could not see how the removal of gravel affected
Rosslare. He agreed with the Chairman that the prevention of the
removal of gravel would be a hardshap on the people of the lecality!
He thought it would stop progress in many ways. He could see

that a lot of buildings had been erected in the district in the
last twenty years, and if they stopped the removal of material

from the beach they would be stopping industry without doing any
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good whatever with regard to coast erosion.

Colonel Quin said they had been told that not a shovel
full of gravel was taken from between Courtown and Cahore Point,
but he was quite satisfied that cart loads were taken every
day.

The Chairman said Courtown was not under consideration. It

was only drawn up as a kind of example or comparison. He really
did not know what the Council were going to do in the matter. He
thought Mr. McCarthy's suggestion required a lot of consideration
before the Council adopted it, and he would be inclined to leave
the power in the hands of the people that were wanting it, rather
than take any responsibility on behalf of the County Council at
all. His opinion was that the drawing of the gravel or anything
like that hadunot one single iota to do with the case of Rosslare.
The building of the Pier, he believed, was answerable for the thing,

\
or a great portion of it anyhow. He did not think it was due to the |

carting of the gravel off the beach at all. 0f course he was not
an engineer and he bowed to men who had a technical knowledge, but !
he wae surprised at the County Surveyor, as he had turned turtle
over the matter (laughter).

Gountf Surveyor — ¥ object to that. I distinctly said before
that the amount of stuff we removed was infinitesimal, but I do

say that even though infinitesimal it has some little influence.

Chairman - You never said that until to-day.

County Surveyor — What I did say was emphatically that if you

vere going to build up the beach every yard would have an influence, |

and if you were going to build groynes you would have to have some
order about that. W
Secretary - The County Surveyor is quite right about that.
I read the minutes this morning.
The Chairman said that erosion started about 21 years ago,

and held for three or four years, when the strand began to make

again. He thought that when the last addition went to the Pier
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erosion commenced to some extent again. During all that ‘
1 time thousands of cartloads of sand were removed. None of that
! i was being drawn now - it was all gravel. Another thing was that

people around the vicinity had a Solicitor instructed to oppose

-
|
——

the prohibition of the removal of gravel. Owing to their proximity

to seaweed manure, sand and gravel 2/- or 3/- extra was put on the
rents of those people, and he assured the Council that those people

were more bitter in the matter than the Council were.

Mr. D'Arcy - Then there could be two Committees in the
Districte.

-

Chairman - There is another Committee with a lawyer employed
P at the moment.

Miss O'Ryan said she thought that as the County Council they
were the supreme authority as far as rents and rates were concerned,
and that if an order was got it should be got by the Council, but

before an order was got she thought they should ask that there should

be a further inquiry at which the Council and everyone else concerned
should be represented. They had been led to believe up to that day l
that the drawing of gravel was not an aggravating cause of erosion,

| but they also had to realise that erosion was a very serious problem
in Ireland, and that people were paying rent and rates for land that
no longer existed. The question of people having to draw sand to
build houses did not matter at all to the Council if those houses

were to be washed away in a year or two. 8he proposed that they

I
I
|
|

should ask the Department not to issue any such order on request from
A private individuals until there was another inquiry at which the
Council would be represented.

ﬁ I Mr. O'Dwyer said he thought Miss O'Ryan's proposition was a

very desirable way out of the difficulty. If the Council sought the

order, and at the same time asked the Minister for Industry and

Commerce to hold a public inquiry before making the order, then

everybody would have an opportunity of appearing, and the whole thing
| would be threshed out in public.

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES




\ \f
Mr Gorish said he certainly agreed with Miss O'Ryan's
suggestiom , but he thought that before the Gounty Council entered
an inguiry they had got to make up their minds as to what side
they were ons They would have to get some engineering expert to
report to the Oouncil as to whether coast erosion was being
sggravated by the removal of gravel from the shores.

Mr McCarthy then proposed the following resolutioni:- "That
The Department of Industry & Commerce before issuing any Order
to prohibit the removal of sand and gravel from Rosslare Strand
should arrange for a local public inquiry into this matter, and to
which all interests concerned should be invited to attend and
submit evidence, and that this Council hereby applies for such
Order®.

Colonel Gibbon seconded the resolution which was adopted
nem. CON.

Mr Corish said he agreed with that proposal but he would like
to secure that the Council would get an outside engineer to report.
They should have someone to give evidence on their behalf.

_Ghairman —~ Unless you rely on your own engineer.
| Mr Corish - Are you going to rely on your own engineer?

Chairman - That's a matter for the Council to settle.

In reply to the Chairman, Mr O'Dwyer said there was a further
suggestion that the Council should place a small sum of money at
the County Burveyor's disposal for the purpose of putting up
experimental groynes.

Chairman - The County Council was not wanted when this was
suggested.

Mr O'Dwyer - And to give good example we will try to induce
private people to do the same.

County Surveyor — I agree that if you discontinue the removal
of the sand you will do very little good unless you take steps to
keep it there.

Colonel Gibbon said he presumed that if groynes were to be

put up they would be done under expert supervision. As the CGoast
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Erosion Committee made up their minds that groynee were advisable

they had also apparently agreed that the Council were the people
to put them up. They wanted to know if the Committee were going i
to help them to pay for the groynes. There was certainly no money |
in the Council's present budget, and no money in their contingency
fund. Apart from whether or not the groynes were to be paid for ’
by the Council he certainly would like to have more suggestions as

to what the groynes were to consist of, how many there should be,

in what position, and whether they should be concrete or simply
temporary erections.

Mr. Corish - On a point of order I don't think Colonel Gibbon
can have it both ways. In the first place I would not consider at
all the County Council putting up groynes. I don't consider it is
our job. We might prejudice the whole position as far as the Council
is concerned. We don't know the opinion of the Coast Erosion
Committee.

Mr. O'Dwyer - Other Councils are doing it.

Mr. Corish - That may be.

Mr. O'Dwyer said that the argument for the experimental
groynee was that no matter what the report of the Coast Erosion
Committee might be, and no matter what decision the Government
might take, nothing could be done on the report or the Government's
decision during the present summer, because it would require
legislation. To provide for the period before such legislation
could be passed he asked the Council to put up the groynes so that
something would be known about currents at Rosslare.

Mr. Corish said he would certainly object to the Council doing
the work because they did not know where it would end. It mxx might
be taken as a status quo when the Committee would issue its deliber-
ations, and the Council might be held responsible for all time to kee
the groynes there.

Colonel Gibbon said that when he asked the questions he only
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did so for the sake of information.
Mr. Corish - It is very dangerous information to ask
for.
Colonel Gibbon (to Chairman) Well you ask our legal f
adviser if we have any authority to spend any of the Council's
money for this purpose 7.
Chairman = I think we had a discussion on this before, and
that it was decided that we were concerned as far as the road
going away, but that for the other portion of the beach we had
no concern whatever.
The County Surveyor remarked that the Council could only
put groynes opposite their own road.
Mr. Elgee said the present position was that the Council
had passed their budget for the year, and had made no provision
for shis expenditure, and if they were to do the work now he did

not see where the money was to come from. He supposed that \
they were expected to protect their own road, but their responsibilj
ity ended there. They were not responsible for the coast il
erosion. ]h

Mr. Hall proposed that the Council should appoint an i
independent engineer to report with regard to Rosslare.

Mr. Gaul proposed that the Council should rely absolutely
on their own engineer (the County Surveyor).

Mr. Hall - We are not casting any reflection on the County
Surveyor at all.

Mr. Gaul - I am not saying you are. I have every confidence
in him.

On a show of hands, Mr. Gaul's proposition was defeated by
thirteen votes to ten, and Mr. Hall's motion was declared carried.

The question of selecting an engineer was then referred to

the Finance Committee .

PAYMENTS TO CONTRACTOR FOR RECONSTRUCTION
OF COURTHQUSE

The County Surveyor asaid that he had furnished the
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Contractor with certificates for £1600 and £3700 and.there

was another due now which would certainly not be less than
£1000. He had met a Representative of the Office of Public
Works on the 18th instant as to some changes in plan one of
which was to arrange for prisoners being brought to the dock
without going through the main hall and jury accommodation.
He (County Surveyor) was going into the matter and would see
what could be done to meet the proposals of the Representative
of the Board of Works.

After discussion the following resolution was adopted on
the motion of the Chairman:-

"That Mr. Corish, T.D., be requested to arreange ¥ith the
County Surveyor to wait on the responsible official at the
Department of Finance in order to obtain payment of instalments
due on foot of the Courthouse reconstruction work at old Jail.
Unless money is immediately forthcoming the Contractor may close
down the work or proceed against the Council for instalments
due him under his contract."

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Colonel Gibbon seconded by Mr. Q'Byrne:-

“That as Department of Finance agreed to the Plané and
Specification for reconstruction of Courthouse at 0ld Jail
premises, Wexford, we consider that the cost of any alterations
now required by the Department of Justice should be borne by the

Government.,"
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never previously worked for the Council: Sullivan did about
three years ago. He failed to see why the se)mn should replace
Kelly or Parle wno were gangers and very reliable men. They

vere engaged on important work, tarring main roads etc. At

times owing to pressure of work Parle was puit in charge of the
steam roller on grent work (D.864). Apart from this ordinary
workers could not be trusted to time keep and check materials and
far which are used direct on all works as they came to hand.

Mr Keegan contended that it'was all right to employ gangers
woen they had to carry out 5an‘r_:;er7s duties but where ordinary work
was concerned gangere should be allowed to go on the Labour Ex-
ghange.

Mr Hall held that for ordinary work men residing in the local-
it}' ghould get the preference. It was a great grievance with them
shen men from outside were brought in.

Mr Keegan proposed that Sub-Committees should be set up for
the four districts of the County to consider matters of employment
and also complaints, but tlie proposal was not seconded.

Mr Hall moved and Mr Corish seconded the following resolution: -

"That in future local men should get the preference as regarés
road work."

¥r Culleton held they should not interfere with the Surveyors

-
. m——— e e B

in this matter. They knew best who should be employed and it was '
{

as much in their interest as in that of the Council to get the work 1]
1 |

done. |

Colonel Quin supported this view.

Colonel Gibbon proposed and lr Culleton seconded the follow- )
ing reseoluiion:- "That the employment of rocad workers be left in
the hands of the County Surveyorx and his assistants."

After further discussion a poll was taken with the following :

result:

For the amendment - lessrs Brennan, Culleton, D'Arcy, Doran, )

Gibbon, Murphy, Quin , Roche, Smyth and Walsh = 10.

Against - Messrs Armstiréng, Colfer, Coorey, Corish, Cummins,

Hall, Hayes. Keegan, McCarthy, O'Byrne, 0'Ryan, Shannon and the
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CLAIM FOR FOWL.

Under date 22nd July, 1930, the following was read from
John Brien, Camblin, New Ross:-
"I wish to bring under your notice that when your men were

tarring the road at Camblin they planted about 40 barrels of tar

'\:r

my outhouse on a plot of grass belonging to me. Some burst
and my fowl 21 in number got caught in the tar and were destroyed.
I value them at BO/- and therefore apply to the County Council
for that amount as compensation."
el
The County Surveyor said that the bitumen . Sprapuex was on

the

nm

rass plot on the side of the road. some of the barrels

(

leaked and some chickens got into it and died. He did not know how
far the County Council wepe liable. The barrels were not on Mg
J'grien’'s land. It was between the road fences and was , thereforg
portion of the road.

Mr O'Neill, Assistant Surveyor, said he had heard some
chickens had been killed. He went there on Saturday and asked the
woman of the place if she had showm the chickens to the road
ganger and she €aid not but that several people saw them.

It was decided to instruct Mr Elgee to disclaim liability
in this case.

¢ CCURTOWN HARBOUR - SLUICE GATES

The following under date 1llth July, 1980, (D/512) was read
from the Department of Lands and Fisheries:-

"I am directed by the Minister for Lands and Fisheries to
acknowledge receipt of your communication of 5th instant, and to
state that the question of a grant from State sources towards the
cost of the replacement of the defective dock gates at Courtown
Harbour is still under consideration and when a decision has been
arrived at you will be communicated with."

TREDGING AT KILMCRE HARBOUR,

The following statement was submitted by the Secretary:

" Correspondence was carried on with the Department of Fish-

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES
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b
eries and the Office of Public Works with reference to the dred-
ging work for a considerable time. When the Council first ap-

ied for the dredger they were informed that it would be better
walt for a more favourable season. On the 25th February, 1929,
‘ a resclution was adopted by the Roads Committee informing the

Office of Public Works that the Council would be prepared t

D

put

O

r

up £200 towards the coet of dredging the harbour, on condition
that dredging was carried out to a depth of at least fomr feet at

ject to agreement between the County Surveyor

depth of at least four feet wa{to obtained. This resolution

vas forwarded Cffice of Public Works and was then held by the

County Council to be an- acceptance of the work that was to be
carried out. It was never specifically accepted or rejected by

ey L T

Bacw TiAanvwA AR Wanl 41 TS v 23 o o e & o N2 ol maad o WIro an
i€ Board ol Works b}lt the [epariment ol Fisheries wro a letterx

) which was before the County Council meeting of 2nd May, 1989, that

ne work was.one for agreement County Surveyor and Engineer. The
work was accordbngly laid out by the twe Engineers and the County
Surveyor reported to the Roads Committee meeting of 1st July, 1923,
it had been arranged there should be a depth of 6 feet

5

lmmediately at the Harbour entrance and that the area between end

k]

c i-
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ct
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ct
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dredged to a depth of abdut 3% fee
expressed Dy the Department of Fisheries would constituie the

agrecment a8 to the actual work to be carried out.

The County Surveyor informed Mr McNeill that he believed the
material to be dredged consisted of sand. In this statement the

County S urveyor was rel

. & A & B e o 4% |
t in the initial stages the work

of boulders and it is unfortunabe
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being done), the Coumly Surveyor

In connection with the actual work of the dredger the County
pfficials were of opinion that they had no control and considered
thiat the dredger would carry out the work as specified between
County Surveyor-and the Board of Works Engineer.

A further delay was occasioned by the lifting of an old

PP (RS, S
moorx li.'_;___. cnalin,

bl et 4 = == 3 UGN e GO TS
When the or 1g1nal orant wWas expende d the aredger nad not

ct
om
=
b
=
%;
ct

reached the inner steps and if any appreciable work at

be carried out it was imperative that a:supplemental grant should

er up to the Council

r Surveyor and Colonel Gibbon explained to Mr McNeill

to the resolution on County Council records no

further money could be given beyond the £200 originally sanctioned,

the County Council holding that the Office of Public Works should

carry out the full amount of work which had been contemplated,
Acting on the assurance of lMrlMcNeill that if the Joun(%r

Council would put up'a further £100 the dredger would complete

the angle tetween the slip and the inner

-
§
L

they could count on this atf least

(Mr McNeill stat:

-

Colonel Gibkon agreed to

?é

recomnend the County Council to put up the additional £100 on

this distinct assurance of Mr McNeill that the work at the schoon-
er verth would be carried out, and it was on this specific

that the money was voted. At the final inspection of

a8 surance

i 4 Santeamhe i Q iy the Na1rEtr QurtretraT T
SAJ Ull C'e_.} LT .‘\JI‘ 1;;2; g':J...L f il ._J J \--.L—. vy bi.l.l..".’t-‘_‘r- -l ok Cf....m J.A- JLCNS lll

were in attendance as Col.
e e | D e Ol ST RISy T R S W S P LT e (RSO QO . ECEY (e e ISP
water was then very muddy and discoloured amd the count v Dur-

N ~ -~ . A I.f'
20 Qepile fad

been obtained. He conveyed this impression to Council and its
Comuittees. C(olonel Gibbon accepted the repart of the County

Surveyor that a proper job had been carried out, at the schoon-
er berth. This arose through a misunderstanding. In his ob-

servations the County Surveyor referred to the fishing boat

berth at the ouler end of the Pier which is never used by

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES
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by

vessels in the Tishing season whereas Col. Gibbon believed

the County Surveyor referred to the outer schooner berth above
the angle at the shore end. At this time the chart of sound-
ings had not been received. As a matter of fact it did not come
to hand until 21st Qctober, 1929, over g month after the de-

qQuestion was raised

w

€ 0l the dredger from Xilmore when

a8 to the efficiency of the work which had been done, but owing

(]
Q
e
ct
£
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M
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3 ratios
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5 P » DAacha A
1€ absence ol Mr Hoche consiae

journed. This chart clearly showed that on y half of the outer

schooner berth had actually been dredged, and consequently that
the complaint of the schooner owners was fully justified. It
also showed that not more than about 40% of the area arranged by

Mr licNeill with the County Surveyor on 25th June, 1929, was

e 4 i o s e A e ales a1y A4 A T ’ P
geveral attempts were made to take soundings and the coulﬂzi

e T ATF AT e -  ? YA Y, T 4 34 g - ke T 3 1y = ~ 1 2 -
Surveyor attended for the purpose but owirg to weather conditions

1t was not until February 1930, that he was able to carry out

CQ— s . o naawn 1
The points at issue appear to be
\ A == +ha ATPYIAn AT TAnl- - N T _' -~ Ay :
(1) AT€ the Qillice ol Works responsibtle for the dredgir g
PP, | = PO £ Peesy Nesa smdvrand At y ot - » e .
WOork as per ihe agreement arrived at between the Counby Surveyor

and Mr McNeill.

F T ey i 2 i nendes: Mlinar e T B [ - PR = —
2) Was this upset by the voting of extra money to carry
~ % T o =W ey SR ol Ny TR, | e - ~ - - -~

out the dredging of the schooner berth on a specific assurance

i

which was not carried out, and which is. now denied.

(3) Are the County Council prepared to accept the ruling
of the 0ffice of Public Works that the dredging was to proceed

only so far as the money provided went and without any guarantee

as to the actual amount of dredgin
Colonel Gibbon said that the statement was absolutely

correct and 1ticlearly showed that the Department of Public

4=

Works did not carry out what they under took to do. He pro-
h
posed thet a copy of the statement be forwarded the Qffice

= e 2

of Public Works for their observati
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Mr Cummins seconded. 6 J

Mr Smyth moved the following which was seconded by Mr
Cumuins and adopted:-

"That the attention of the 0ffice of Public Works be callatl
to the resolution of the County Council of 2Sth July, 1929, and
ney be asked to furnish their observations thereon. We do
not consider that the reply of the 26th August, 1929 (14836/29)

rom the Office of Works that they will not move until a new

Commission."

The following is copy of the original resolution referred

"

That, as neglect of dralinage area at Cahore is responsible

™

for the serious flooding of adjoining roads for a considerable

period of the year,

g . e g T o, = A e
nd as we understand the lands concerned are

(“

shortly about to change hanfls we request information as tp what
the QOffice of Public Works intend doing to safeguard our interests

and to prevent the roads being flooded which causes inconvenience

ct
(0]

a large section of the.public."

PAYMENTS TO ROAD CONTRACTCRS ETC.

Tha A1l amdns raanlidsan w AAAmEa A A hiao R o A o
The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr

- - P e | S . : oy Y o e o TEl N ~1 -
hat the several proposals for payment as submitted on

Form 22 by the County Surveyor and for other general matters be

("J

and are hereby confirmed, subject to the modifications and other
orders noted thereon and initialled by the Chairmen."

ROSSLARE WEXFORD ROAD.

Under date 17th July, 1930, (IR/107/1/1930) Order e xtending

U
rom field to Etchingham's w

the period for the closing of road

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES
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44. 955) up to 1lst august, 19

-

LBy

0, for

finishing reconstruction work was pead.

THE LOCAL CFFICES AND EMPLOYMENTS (AMENIMENT)

- T a7
. -db.J_AlI.L.. 2 l:j .
TTAaY Aata ZOth 1 e 1QzZA +e T > ~ et T s
Unaexr gate ‘}'Lft..:. J\..\.u\.- » .I._;:u, Wl J_,OCEll \rove:[.ll.u'\'.?l.'.b J_Epal i
j - \
e 1 Y mAAOR A = o 113 B i R Y - Pt e o
ment wrote (C-'!-F-.'wa-«r = JU S.&.= NISC) lorwarcding copy of abov
o =2 e e e e o I i S T Aae o . PR LT, T SR 1
order modifying the terms of the lLocal Qffices and Eumployments
P 2 4 oy TP dan i 3 ~ s £ e 1A LR S AT s - 1
T el l_;:;.a'. under tTals order thne Minister clupowered Local Auth-
annd de 2 X e L . T ~ o~ A s maa ] aan —— Ty9md o= 4 T
Ui l v 1(’-38 aid LLC Cil wC Sl:.- s Vi Ll _,l =g ’_.‘SE.‘ ---.Lq G J.... t.u? 7] 'I.J'J tEL-‘.e
3 P A E 4 o y e 2 o
el 1Nl1tE acivion. .

: Under date 2nd July, 1930, the Department of Local Govern-

\ ment wrote (G47170 =30 - Fa Loch Garman) stating that the
Minister had sanctioned the continuance of overdraft accommodatim
not exceeding £40,000 for Wexford County Council wp to 31st

Wl%o, interest thereon to be paid at the agreed rate.
CARETAKER NEW ROSS BRIDGE

Under date 22nd July, 1930, the Department of Local

Government (Roads) wrote R/RM (32) that the Minister did not

see any objection to the propodal to appoint a permanent
caretaker for New Ross Bridge, at £40 per annum, half the cost
:
' to be borne by the County Council of Kilkenny.
MAIN ROAD UPKZIEP GRANT.
n‘ . BT 1 7 ) [yt [\ 4 & T =N |
\ ._,..J.\'.&‘\l daLe alsir J _1.!..;- 3 lj;u, f\:;.G'u.‘ :?..J." 2 v/ LIS L0 al

1y, PR e IS - & o e ' o PP 3 g Iy b o e e o ey oy o S P
governnent pepartment (Roads) wrote thatf from records supplied

e oy vnm ;! a1 A Al T Tme Wevfara MAatrmttr MAazss sl o oy
to them the amount allowed by the Wexford County Council for

- pon - - e o A - A o - 1y 9 ~ 4 An = Z00
UPXEED 0L maln TYoads 1oT C NL ilnancial year 1s £2H,3552.
- 2 ot e 1 45 mam 243 Hho o "o - o -~y ~ A
A provisional allocation had been made on the basis of 40 %

L ~ L. 8 L A 2 3 - A ) 2 - =
Per cenu OL tlils amount wihlch would amount 10 £10,150.
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The Iollowing resolution was adopted on the motion of My
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decision excluding for purpose of calculating
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main road grants expenditure by way of loan. In the case of

should be done piecemeal and over a number of years which would |
not be satisfactory. For instance if a County Council borrows !
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the Government to pay none of this. But the
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£10,000 would be expected to reduce the annual maintenance by
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at least £502:0:0d. which in twenty years would amount to
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Q45:10s. Forty per cent of this would be £5419. If the

£002 were spent on the 1roads every year of the 20 the Council

-

would receive from Local Government Department&c41l9, but if this

expenditure is incurred in one year by way of loan they get
A

nothing although the principle of repairing some main roads by
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dth July, 1930, the Departure of Agriculture |

-

wrote (L1440 - 30) stating that the Regulations adopted under ]

s8) Order of 1907 had been i

I - S e " ik
The Secretary stated this had been done, a copy of
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J Regulations having been provided for each Garda Siochana S ation.

REVISION OF VALUATION.
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wrote that Mr W.E. Murphy of their department would comnence the

in Gorey District

POISONS AND PHARMACY ACT LICENCES. 1

on was adopted on the motion of Mr

o
I_l
l.-h

“ The following resc
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walsh seconded by iir Culleton:- N
"That renewal of licences under Polsons and Pharmacy
Act be issued to Daniel Keating, Quay Street. (P. VvV &
Co.) New Ross and John Roche, Camolin.™
INCREASED RATLWAY CHARGES,
The following resolution from Wexford Agricultural Society
was adopted on the motion of the Chairman seconded by Mr (O'Byrm®:
"That we the Wexford Agricultural Rfociety, strongly protest
againet the unwarranted increase in Rallway Rates on livestock
and farm produce axi the abolition of the head ratel we consider

the charge of waggon rate for individual animals uneconomic and

1 - I 5 8 e ~f s Y N P
beyond the means ol the producer.

Soclety, Wexford Co., Council, Wexford Corporation, etc., and
that all Public bodies be asked to protest and have the rates
reduced. "

It was decided that coplies be sent to the Departuent of
Local Govermment, Agriculture and Industry and Comuerce.

Mr Cummins proposed and Mr Corish seconded the following
resolution:- "That we protest in the sirongest manner against

the getion of the Great Southern Reilwaye in

-

increasing passenger

fares dn thelr system to an extent that must react unfavour-
ably on the trade and industry of the whole country. We believe

-

the Department of Industry and Commerce should give this matter
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their most serious consideretion with a view t0 bringing about
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gion a8 it stands is little practical utilit
public,"

In consequence of the lateness of the hour the remainder

of the business was adjourned to next mee

ficday) Soyt
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CERTIFICATE CF SECRETARY.

I certify

)

the foregoing to be a
correct record of the Minutes of the Proceedings
of Wexford County Council in respect of meeting

held on 28th July, 1930.

Ol s o A 2 ey
pecretary.

3ist July, 1930.
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