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Ballywether Bridge: The County Surveyor said the stream

at Ballywether was a natural stream and on account of this
they had no power to compel the landowners to clean it up
although it was flooding the road. It was in a hopeless
condition as the banks had fallen in and formed islands and
shoals.

Colonel Quin -~ But that may happen again.

County Surveyor - Not for a great number df years. There
does not appear to be any provision for us to do it. We can
compel people to clean up an artificial stream which is in-
juring our road but not a natural one.

« Mr O'Byrne - If local people allow a stream to get into

a condition to flood our roads have we no remedy °?
Mise O'Ryan said in the days of the old District Councils

they compelled people to clean up streams in similar circum-
stances.

Mr Elgee - You have no power to compel people to clean
up & natural stream.

Mr O'Byrne - Where banks are broken down by cattle with
consequent flooding of the road have we no remedy.

County Surveyor - It is nature that is the cause of it.

After further discussion the County Surveyor said he
would bring forward the matter on a future occasion and mean-
time he would find out if permission would be given by the
landowners to do the work.
Coolnagree Lane: Colonel Quin asked if the County Council

was going to take over more roads in view of their difficulty
in maintaining those already in their charge.

The County Surveyor said there were several lanes which
the Council had taken over and regarding which he did not
approve of the action of the Council. But he was in favour
of this lane being taken over.

Miss O'Ryan said it was used by a very large number of
people.

Chairman (Mr Doyle) - There is no use in discussing the
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matter now as the County Surveyor says it must be postponed.

Road Gritter: The County Surveyor said that in adapting a

manure distributor for road gritting Messrs Doyle & Co. of
the Selskar Ironworks had made some further modifications.
' The machine would cost from £20 to £25 but with the new
alterations it could not be used for manure distribution.

New Ross Bridge and Electric Cable:; The County Surveyor

said that the Bridge had to be opened at very short notice
and no one from the Electricity Supply Board might be avail-
able at the time. It was necessary to disconnect the cable
when the span of the bridge was to be opened and the care-
“taker could not do it. Unless the work was carried out by
a skilled person there might be a serious accident.

Colonel Gibbon suggested that the Electricity Supply
Board should be asked to put in an automatic "make and break"
at the opening span and proposed a resolution to that effect
which was seconded by Colonel Quin and adopted.

Assistant Surveyors - 0'Neill and Kehoe: The County Sur-

veyor said it was coming near the end of the quarter and it
was necessary to deal with payments to Road Contractors.
Owing to this and other work it would be necessary to appoint
some one temporarily to deal with Mr Kehoe's district.

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr Colfer seconded by Mr O'Byrne:-

"That Mesgrs P. O'Neill and J. Birthistle, Assistant
Surveyors be appointed to deal with the work in Mr Kehoe's
district during the illness of the latter, each Assistant
Surveyor taking charge of the sections of the district al-
lotted to him by the County Surveyor. That Mr Kehoe be
asked to allow his travelling expenses covering the period
during which temporary duty has to be done,to be paid to
Messrs 0'Neill and Birthistle in the proportions fixed by
County Surveyor."

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
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Mr O'Byrne seconded by Mr Hall:- "That the question of re-
muneration to be paid Deputy Surveyors 0'Neill and Birthistle
for temporary work in the district of Mr Kehoe be considered
at next meeting of the Council."

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr O'Byrne seconded by Colonel Quin:- "That the Report of
County Surveyor as submitted to this meeting be approved.”

MACHINERY AND QUARRY CHARGES.

The following under date 2lst February, 1931, was sub-
mitted from the County Surveyor:-

"I recommend the following charges for Machinery and
Roall Material for the year ending 31st larch, 1932:-

e e o e R N e P S .... £5 per day.

Engine and Granmulator.........cccvevevvve £4 per day for 16 x9
Engine and Granulator.........eveveenennn £% per day for 12 x8
Engine and Stonebreaker......cccoeeeeeee . £3 per day,
Compressor Drill Plant.......c.cccvacnee £4 per day,

BBLIOT. 555 s iho s S R B . 45/ - per day

L T AP e b 0 PR S SR 50/ - per day

Tar Bollers Or Sprayers......ceseecsscss £1 per week each

For Road material a flat rate as under:-

Rubble Store.......... S8, S aTar ] o . W, SR P .4/- per C.Y.

Broken SEonS. .. .cvivesasaisnsamiisssnsshe 1/= péer c.y.
Chippings screened from B.S......c0v... « (/= POT C. Y.
Granulated Chippings.......ccveveceenns 10/- per c.y.

The Rate charged to Contractors shall be that set out
in e Specification.”

In reply to iMr Hall the County Surveyor stated that in
hiring the engine the Council supplied everything except water.

Mr D'Arcy said that 7/- a cubic yard was a ridiculous price
for material in a qQuarry.

County Surveyor - It is not; it can't be done for less.

Mr D'Arcy continuing, stated that when he had contracts with
the Council for quarrying and breaking stones, coal was costing
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£5 a ton, wages were 44s. a week and he had to pay for the
haulage to the place where the stones were measured, etc.,
he was paid at the rate of 7s. 6d. a cubic yard and was
making money. He was speaking from experience when he said
that 7s. a cubic yard was a ridiculously high price.

Chairman - Wages are down about 30 per cent from that
time,

Mr D'Arcy - And coal is down more than 100 per cent.

Mr T. Treanor, Assistant Surveyor, stated that the stones
in the quarry Mr D'Arcy was engaged at were got very handy as
they were boulder stones.

Mr D'Arcy - Not a word about it.

Mr Hall stated that some quarries were difficult to work
which would account for the differences between the County
Surveyor's figure and Mr D'Arcy's contract.

County Surveyor - The Assistant Surveyors will be in a
position to know what is the minimum and the maximﬁm cost of
the material.

Mr O'Byrne proposed that the matter be adjourned.

Chairman - We should settle this thing as correctly as
we can.

Mr D'Arcy - Mr Barry-’ is making a very bad case for
machirery.

Mr Corish suggested that a small committee be appointed
to deal with the matter and that the figures be laid before
them.

Mr Hall said when they purchased the Compressor plant
they were told they would get material for half what they were
paying then.,

County Surveyor - Last year the price of material was 7/-;
the year before 8/- and the previous year 9/6d.

Colonel Gibben said that about tWQ ysars ago a Committee
had gone into the matter. They found the figures submitted by

Mr D'Arcy were too low while the County Surveyor's were too
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high and the Committee struck an average.

Mr Hayes pointed out that the charge suggested by the
County Surveyor was an average. Some quarries such as Ker-
logue - where stone breaker jaws lasted only about a fortnight-
were very costly to work and of course the average figure was i
influenced by such a circumstance.

Mr O'Byrne proposed and Mr Hall seconded the following
resolution which was adopted:- "That the question of fixing
prices for use oﬁ machinery and for.road material be adjourned
to next meeting. That a Committee consisting of Col. Gibbon,
Messrs Corish, D'Arcy, and Hayes be appointed to consider the
cost of each quarry and make recommendations to the Council.
That the figures arrived at by the Committee which sat about
two years ago to consider this matter be submitted to the
new Comnittee."

HIRE OF MACHINERY.

Under date 20th February, 1931, the following was read
from Mr T.C. Courtney, County Surveyor, North Tipperary:-

"I have been given to understand that you may have
machinery avallable for hire this year, and I will probably
have 1o hire large crushers complete with engines etc., and
also séme stean rollers. I would be glad, if you would let
me know if I have been correctly informed, and if so would
you please say what machinery is available."

The County Surveyor said owing to the reduction of the
estimates and no grant work a lot of their machinery would be
idle. It would be an advantage to hire it to North Tipperary
County Council if suitable terms could be arranged.

Mr Hall said the machinery had been obtained for the use
of the County and he was opposed to have it go out of the County.

Mr Corish agreed with Mr Hall.

The County Surveyor said that very probably they would be

able to hire half their machinery. Mr Courtney, he was sure,

would look after it, and their #Bh drivers and attendants would
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be employed. They had to make £1200 a year out of hireage

to cover capital charges and it would be a loss to the County

if the machinery was not working for themselves or on hire.
Colonel Gibbon was in favour of the proposdl of the Co.

Surveyor. 4
Mr Hall was entirely opposed to it. If they had mach-

inery to spare they should sell it. If they sent machinery

hundreds of miles awgy it would be practically worn out by

the time it returned.

The Chairman said the machinery when lying up would |
certainly deteriorate.

- The County Surveyor said one reason against selling the
machinery was the fact that they would not always be financially
short. If sold now a machine which would probably bring only 1
£150 would have to be replaced at £000.

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr l
McCarthy seconded by Mr Clincej;¥he only dissentient being Mr

Hall:- "That the County Surveyor submit draft of terms and ;
conditions to next meeting of the County Council of hiring ag- “4
reement for whatever machinery can be offered Mr Courtney, Co. ! I
Surveyor for North Tipperary." |

MAINTENANCE OF MAIN ROADS. f'

The following under date 20th February, 1931 (R/RGM/32) i
was read from Department of Local Government (Roads):- “
"I am directed by the Minister for Local Government |

and Public Health to state that in connection with a recent H

inspection of the roads in County Wexford the Chief Engineer- w
ing Inspector reports, as follows:-

i
"The maintenance of Main Roads in County wexford is far from i

satisfactory; apart from the National Roads the Wexford Main |
Roads are of a very low standard compared to those of Leinster ”
Counties generally. Such roads as the Wexford - Duncannon - f
New Ross Line are in a badly run down condition; the "upkeep"

consisting of patching with clay and green sods thrown on the ;h
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patches."

A further inspection will be made in due course, and
payment of the balance of the Upkeep Grant for 1930/31 will
be withheld if work of the kind referred to in Mr Quigley's
report is repeated."

The County Surveyor said he had travelled the Duncannon
line with Mr Quigley and had understood from him at the time
that it was in better condition than he had expected to find
it. Apparently there was a different report about it now;-
It certainly was in better condition when he was over it with
Mr Quigley than it had been in the previous fortnight, as in
.the interval he had had all the potholes filled up and levelled.
Yet he assumed that in snother fortnight the potholes would be
there again. These were patched with stones and clay to pre-
vent the stones being scattered. He had pointed out to Mr
Quigley that they had used tar and chippings with good results
to repair potholes. Owing to lack of money tar was not now
available and they had to use clay and sods to keep the stones
from scattering.

Colonel Quin stated that the roads had improved enormous-
ly within the past six years.

Mr Roche complainted that the material was being spread
too late on the roads. The system of sheeting the roads in

March was wrang. If the stones were spread in October or

November, when the roads were wet they would bond properly.

It was absolute nonsense to be spreading sea gravel on the
roads in March.

The County Surveyor stated that the usual practice had
been to spread the greater amount of the material before Feb-
ruary l14th, but now with changed conditions a good deal of the
material had to be reserved for later in the year.

Mr Roche - Is there any use in putting sea gravel in pot
holes when it is scattergégx?%hin a few daysﬁtime.

County Surveyor - I don't know. That is being done to
préevent more serious potholes arising.
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Mr Cooney - Where is the money to come from, when the

estimate is cut dowm?

County Surveyor - With modern traffic the spreading of
all the material together is wrong.

Mr Birthistle, Assistant Surveyor, stated that the position
of the Council was that they were not financially able to do
a more practicable job on the roads. Tar chippings and stones w
would be the ideal way of doing the work, btut they had not the
money to carry out this system.

Mr Hall stated that it looked 1ike children's play to be
pursuing the system of spreading sea gravel which was scattered
afound in a day or two.

The Chairman stated that the potholes on the road from
Jones Cross by his place for three miles were filled with sea
gravel, and the results were very reasonable. A better job
would be even done if tar were used with the gravel; even if
the amount of gravel were reduced.

Colonel Quin complainéd that the Courtown road was in a
disgraceful condition, owing to loose sharp edged stones being
used as side filling. This should have been rolled.

County Surveyor - We did the best rolling we could but
the material went into the ditch.

Mr Roche moved that three-quarters of the material be
spread before Christmas.

Mr D'Arcy seconded.

Miss O'Ryan moved as an amendment that the matter be
left in the hands of the Co. Surveyor.

Mr Hayes seconded.

Mr Murphy suggested that the settlement of the question
should be left to the next County Council.

A poll was taken on Miss O'Ryan's asmendment with the fol-
lowing result:-

For - Messrs Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, Corish,
Cummins, Hayes, McCarthy, O'Byrne, O'Ryan, and Shamnon - 1l1.




Against - lssrs Bremnan, Culleton, D'Arcy, Gibbon, Hall,
Murphy, Quin, Roche, Smyth, Walsh and the Chairman - 11.

Mr Meyler was not present when poll was taken.

The Chairman gave his casting vote against the amendment
which he declared lost.

At the suggestion of the Chairman Mr Roche altered his
resolution to read as follows:~ "That two-thirds of the road
material be distributed on roads by Xmas in each year.

Mr D'Arcy seconded the motion which was adopted with out

division.

“Under date 19th February, 1931, (R.G.79) (R.G.M./32 and
R.G.131) the Department of Local Government (Roads) wrote that
payments of road grants had been made as follows:- Enniscorty
Streets, £1048 ; Road Maintenance Grant £1905 ; Special Grant

£400.
RECONSTRUCTION OF OLD JAIL.

The following Minutes of Finance Committee meeting of
12th February, 1931, were submitted:-

"The following under date 9th February, 1931, was read
from the Secretary, licNally & Co., East Wall, Dublin, Con-
tractors for reconstruction of 0ld Jail:-

"The sum of £2,500 has been certified for some consider-
able time, and as we have finished the work in connection with
our Contract, the amount outstanding is now over £4,000. We
cannot allow the matter to remain where it is now, and unless
we have an undertaking from you by lMonday, 16th. instant that
the £2,P00 certified will be paid at once, we will have no option
but to put the matter in the hands of our Solicitors.

"We also claim Interest at the rate of 54% from the date
of the Certificates, under the terms of our Contract."

"In connection with this matter Mr Elgee submitted the
following copy of letter from Department of Finance under date
9th February (404/296):-
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"With reference to your letter of the 19th ultimo and

previous correspondence regarding the reconstruction of Wexford
Courthouse, I am directed by the Minister for Finance to convey
his approval to the revised plans which have now been amended
to provide for direct access from the cells to the dock by means
of a stairs leading from the Court down to a landing on the
ground floor from which an existing stairway leads to the cells.
On receipt of a certificate that this work has been carried out,
the Minister will arrange to have the premises inspected with a
view to authorising payment of the valance of the award."

"The Chairman pointed out that when the plans were agreed
to by the Government Departments concerned no mention whatever

~was made of the constructiop of the stairs by which prisoners
could be conveyed to the Dock without coming in contact with any
~person inthe Court.

"The following resolution was adopted on the motion of the
Chairman seconded by Mr Culleton:-

"That copy of letter under date 9th February, 1931, from
Messrs lcNally & Co., East Wall, Dublin, Contractoes for recon-
struction of old Jakl premises demanding imvediate payment of
£2500 certified by County Surveyor on foot of their Contract be
furnished Department of Finance. That it be pointed out to

this Department that when the plans for the reconstruction of the !
premises were sanctioned by them no provision was made for direct ‘Wl
accese from the prisoners' cells to the Dock by means of a stairs J
leading from the Court to a landing on the ground floor, and I
the County Council believed that the cost of this extra work i i
should have been provided from Government funds.

Ix%he circumstances, however, te Finance Committee urge
the Department of Finance to forward at once Pay Order for the i
£2500 which has been certified by County Surveyor, and which l
would leave in their hands a much larger amount than would be
involved in the construction of the stairway.

In view of the letter of Messrs McNally & Co. the Finance
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Committee consider it most unjust that seeing the amount

of money retained by the Department of Finance that this
Departwent should allow proceedings to be taken against the
Council."”

Mr Elgee said he had received that morning from the
Finance Demrtment a Pay Order for £1595: 14: 3d. in favour
of the Council and Capt. Redmond. = This was made up of £1500
‘plus £112:12s. less £16: 17: 9d. for Income Tax.

Chairman - Aré we liable for that income tax ?

Mr Corish - I think it 1is questionable. I think we
ought to fight it.

Chairman - I don't believe we are liable - & bankrupt
aouncil like we are. I don't see how we are making profits.

Mr Elgee suggested that the Council should apply for a
refund.

It was agreed to apply for a refund.

In reply to a query, the Secretary said that according
to the Department's last letter they had only £40C of the
award for the Courthouse on hands, but according to the Co.
surveyor's figures they should have £900.

The County Surveyor said that the original award was
£5,000, and then there was something sbout a ten per cent
addition to that which would be another £500. In dealing
with the figures sent on the Department had ignored that £500.

Mf Corish - Unless you rebuild on the actual situation
of the burning aren't they entitled to make a stoppage 7

The County Surveyor remarked that the transfer to the
0ld Jail had been sanctioned.

Mr D'Arcy = Isn't the Act of Parliament there ? They
have to pay 1t.

Mr Corish suggested that the money had been withheld
in cases in Co. Wexford.

Chairman - They haven't done it in every case that I
know of.
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The County Surveyor said the Department were holding
£400 against the stairway, and there was also the ten per
cent - the £500. The Department said they would not give the
£400, but they had not referred to the ten per cent.

Chairman - I think they are bound to give you the ten
per cent,

Colonel Quin - Would I be in order in proposing we put
up that stairway at once?l

The Chairman replied that it would not be in order; there
was already a resolution on the books with regard to the matter.

Miss O'Rvan remarked that the resolution was that the
stairway shouldFe provided by money from the Finance Department.

{ Mr Corish asked permission to raise a question in the

Dail on the matter, and it was agreed that he should do so.

The matter was then adjourned pending receipt of copy of
reply to que_stion to be raised in An Dail by Mr Corish.

CLOSING OF CLIFF ROAD, ROSSLARE.

—_——

The following under date 12th February, 1931, was read
from Messrs M.J. O'Comnor & Co., Solicitors:-

"We are instructed by Mr Thomes James, of Woldingham
House, Rosslare Strand, to write to you with reference to the
closing of the Cliff Road at Rosslare. As you are possibly
aware, Mr James resides in one of the houses adjoining Cliff
Road and is now put to very serious inconvenience by the action
of the Cdunty Council in closing the road. We understand
from him that barriers have been erected on the road and that
no steps have been taken to put the road into a proper state of
repair. This action on the part of the Council will mean a
very serious loss to our client and we would be glad to know
. wWhat the Council are prepared to do in the matter. We may
mention that Mr James wrote to the Roads Department of the
Department of Local Government and Public Health and received
from the Secretary the following letter dated 22nd January,1931:

"With reference to your letter of the 20th instant I am direct-
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ed by the Minister for Local Govermment and Public Health

to state he has not acceded to the application of the Wexford
County Council for an order authorising them to clos¢ tempor-
arily Rosslare Cliff Road. You should therefore communicate
with the County Council in regard to your grievance - Mise

le meas.' We are further informed by Mr James that the present
dangerous condition of the road has been caused by the action
of the public authorities in the mannér in which they drew
sand for public work and in the manner in which the pipes were
placed on the road and down the side of the bank. We would
be glad if you will kindly bring this matter before your Coun-
cil and let us know what they propose to do about it."

The County Surveyor said that the Council did not close
the road; it was closed by nature. What the Council did was
to fence it across to protect the public. They had formally 1
asked for authority to close the road, bmt the L.G.D. had re-
fused it. The road had been closed by the slipping away of
the bank. They had a barricade at each end and a fence along
the side as well.

Mr Elgee, Solicitor, said he thought the Council first
had the barricade beyond three houses at the placef; he thought
they left the road open to those houses.

Mr Birthistle, Assistant Surveyor, said the road was still
open, and the occupants could get in with motors or whatever
they liked, but of course there was a notice there, and they
went in at their own risk.

On the proposal of Colonel gibbon, seconded by Mr D'Arcy,
it was decided to reply to Mr James and refer him to the
County Surveyor's explanation.

ROAD FROM GABY'S CROSS TO LEACY'S SLENGRANE.

""""""""""" t |

The following under date 12th February, 1931, was read

from Julia and Bridget Dempsey, James Cummins and Laurence
Lacy:-

"We, the undersigned ratepayers whose interests are “
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chiefly concerned, hereby ask your Council to again put the

road into contract from Gaby's Cross to the late William
Leacy's gate at Slenagrane. This part of the road was allowed
to fall out of contract during the late European War when
times were very abnormal and we have made no complaint of the .
matter till now as it is getting into a very bad condition and |
at one place highly dangerous, to traffic. Convenient to :
Laurence Leacy's gate there is a pool of water the side of !
which at one place is fairly steep and may be well calculated |
to cause any vehicle to turn over should one of the wheels
slip in,and at another place here the road is getting very much
narrowed up from erosion by water and is sometimes flooded.

- This part of the road leads to the entrance of two of
* . the signatories' farmyards and in the case of the other he has
to use it for traffic to and from the main part of his farm.

If repairs to it be not carried out before another winter
. passes the road will have fallen intd a very bad condition en-
tirely, as a motor lorry has now to frequently travel it at
least as far as the late William Leacy's gate.

There is a very considerable amount of traffic carried ‘
on upon this old road leading from Gaby's Cross to lower Qulart
and a good many people living along it who have to use it in
getting to and from their houses. We would like to suggest

therefore, that in the event of any public grant being made for
a like purpose part of it would be well spent upon this road '
in méking some improvements."

3 The County Surveyor sald about a quarter of a mile of this
road was under Contract up to 1916 when the Enmniscorthy District
Council threw it out and it had never been repaired since. The
far end had never been done. '3

Mr Cullen (Assistant Surveyor) said it would cost £34 to
put into repair the portion of the lan@ which had been formerly
under Contract.

After discussion Mr O'Byrne proposed and Mr Hall seconded

the following resolution which was adopted without dissent:-

h © WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES




20

"That the County Surveyor offer the persons concerned

sufficient material for repair of portion of lane from Gaby's
Cross to Slengrane which was formerly under contract."
FLOODING AT MARSHALSTOWN.

Under date 20th January, 1931, Mr Clince, County Council-
lor, wrote that he had received a complaint as to flooding of
the road at Marshallstown Post Office where a stream of water
crosses the road. A small pieee of ground over which four
people had to cross was in a terrible state when this stream
overflows. - Water off the road ran on to it and the place was
now dangerous to traffic. There was also a dangerous corner
opposite Fr. O'Brien's gate, and on a cross roads, which re-
quired to be looked to.

Mr Clince proposed and Mr O'Byrne seconded the appoint-
ment of a committee to inspect and report.

Mr Ennis sald the place complained was really on a private
lane jutting on to the road which was 20 feet wide.

Colonel Quin asked why if this was a private road they
should have anything to do with 1ift. He proposed the following
which was seconded by Mr Hall:- "That no action be taken by
the County Council as to complaint re flooding at Marshalls-
town post office."

The Chairman said if this was a private lane notice of
motion to take it over would have to be given.

- Mr Ennis -~ Anything you could do would not remedy it.

The County Surveyor said he was perfectly satisfied it
was not public work though$ he had no objection to the appoint-
ment of a committee.

After further discussion Colonel Quin withdrew his amend-
ment and the proposal to appoint a Committee to inspect and
report was agreed to.

The following Committee was appointed:- lMessrs Clince,
Hall, Jordan and Shannon with the County Surveyor who was em-

powered to fix date of inspection.
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BURROW, ROSSLARE

The following under date 20th December, 1930, was read
1 from Mr James Bent, Bufrow, Rosslare:-
"I must thank you to place this note in the hands of

your County Council with reference to preserving my home and

the locality of the Burrow. This can be done without build-

ing a wall from my house to Hopeland Bank. Now, there is

another and better way of saving the place that is impassable

and I beg leave to point out that my suggestion is to build

a wall from the Island on a bank known as Butler's Bank. This

bank runs west to east by north-east, and encloses about five .
- or six acres of sloblands, end Will save the Burrow from the
] sea and afford a right-of-way. I believe out of this big 1K
grant of moneykhere is no better way than to spend £500 or £600 ||
than in this fine plece of slobland, which will repay this
small outlay in a few years, and will, I am sure, repay it.

It is not like spending large sums of money and having no re-
turns for it. I have pointed this out to the authorities ,
when I was informed my suggestion would have attention. I
pelieve if your Council bring this before the Government that
they will give some of this large grant for this purpose, as
they cannot be at any loss, having this fine piece of land
for their money. The whole bank is built of marl and heavy
stone, and will be easily reclaimed."

Courty Surveyor - We have no authority to reclaim land

as far as I know.

The Chairman said he did not think the suggestion could
be entertained by the Council. He was sure the people at
the Burrow were in a very bad way owing to not being able to
get in or ouﬁbf the place, but owing to the amount of money
that would be involved he thought it was out of the guestion
to do anything.

Miss O'Ryan - Would this be a question for the Drainage
Board or the Land Commission ?

II.‘..-III--.F_
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Chairman - I don't know that it would be. It is a
question of reclamation, and I think you would have to get
an Act of Parliament.

Mr Shannon - I propose the Council bring the matter
under the notice of the Department concerned. The people
down there surely have a grievance and no one knows that
better than the Chairman.

Chairman - The thing is where are you to get the money ?
I think it has been under the notice of the proper authority
more than once.

Mr cshannon suggested that they should again bring it
under the notice of the proper authority, and sk them to fin-
ance the work.

The Chairman said he thought the work would cost £6000
and not £600.

On the proposition of lMr McCarthy it was decided to in-
form Mr Bent that the Council regretted their inability to
fall in with his suggestion in the matter, as it was deemed
impracticable. _

NEW ROSS - WEXFCRD ROAD VIA CAMROSS.

A letter was read from Mr W.F. Hearn L.L.D. New Ross
complaining of the concrete road put down at Tomcoole which
he said was a fearful failure. It was a mistake to put
down concrete with a roller and from & motoring point of view
the road was now the same to travel over as any pot-holed
road. As regards the steam rolled sections of this road
unless properly dressed with grit and tar at the earliest
opportunity the surface would go back to its original very
unsatisfactory state. If the untreated parts of the road =
about seven miles - which had been abandoned for the past
two years in anticipation of being steam rolled last year -
were not seen to at once they would become grossly unfit for

traffic. He (Dr. Hearn) unless the complaints he made were
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remedied would have to continue as for the past 18 months

to motor through Enniscorthy to Wexford 68 miles as against
48 by the Camross route and a loss of 40 minutes each day he
was on the road.

Colonel Quin thought Dr. Hearn's statement might be
marked "read". ‘

Mr Walsh said there was something in Dr. Hearn's remarks
about the concrete road. The concrete section was a very
rough job, and a car travekled very badly on it. It appeared
to be very wavy, and it shook a car tremendously; in fact a
car travelled over it much as it would over a bad road. It
was not in any way smooth, and he thought that before they
did any more of such workphey should find out the cause of the
condition of the road.

Miss O'Ryan said she travelled over the road in question
probably oftener than any other member, and she really had
no complaint. It was not altogether a perfect job, but she
held it was good enough.

Mr Cooney sald he agreed with Mr Walsh. The difference

A d
was found when the Ferrycarrig-wexford roadhreadhed.

Miss O'Ryan remarked that the Ferrycarrig-Wexford road
cost more money.

Mr Birthistle stated that the money spent on the road
referred to by Dr. Hearn was very little more than would be
spent on an ordinary mud-bound road.

Colonel Gibbon said that 1f a car were driven at thirty
miles an hour such a road was an excellent road, but if the
road were treated as a racing track it was not level enough.
It was not intended to be a racing track. Taking the cost
of the road to the Council into consideration it was en ex-
cellent motor road.

Mr Shannon - To my mind it is a pity that more of the
roads were not made like that. Thirty miles an hour is fast
enough, and there are no complaints of horses slipping on it.

Mr Walsh said he was under the impression that a more
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even surface could be got on the road. He thought the sur-

face underneath the road must not have been right, as other-

wise the concrete would be better.

The matter dropped.
LEVELLING A DITCH.

The following under date 9th February, 1931, was read

from Denis Byrne, The Waste, Camolin:-

"I propose levelling out an old ditch which stands

opposite a new house which I have built at above address,

and in its place 10 erect concrete post with wire fencing

taking in a Waste space which at present serves no purpose.

The Surveyor has been to inspect and approves of my

proposal.

I would be obliged if you would let me know by return

if I can carry on with the work."

Colonel Quin considered it would be very dangerous to

agree to Mr Byrne's application.

The County Surveyor saild this was a recess at the side

of the road and was a swamp. If fenced off it would be an

improvement to the road.

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of

Mr Clince seconded by Mr O'Byrne:- "That no action be

taken by Wexford County Council regarding application of

Denis Byrne, the Waste, Camolin es to levelling ditch,"

SECONDARY SCHOLARSHIP SCHEMES,

The following applicationsfor award of Secondary Scholar-

Jamnes Baker, Tinnock, Gorey; Julia

ship were received:-

Browne, Killtilshane, Carnew; Patrick Casey, Corlican, Killurin;

Richard Hayes, Kilmore Quay; Aidan Howlin, Glynn, Wexford;

John Keating, Ballyteigue, Kilmore Quay; James Meyler, Black-

hall, Glymn; Mary J. Tallon, Ballyart, Killena, Gorey; James

Forde, Delta Cottage, Gorey; Edmond P. Rossiter, Rathmore,

Broadway; Ellen Sinnott, Broadway, Wexford; Frederick J.Valette
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1173, Railwey Terrace, Rosslare Harbour; James Walker, Drum-
derry, Bunclody; Christina M. Dever@#x, Danescastle, Bannow.

The Secretary stated that the last day for receipt of
applications was 17th February, 1931, but an application had
been received on 20th February, 1931, from Mary Dympna O'lLeary,
Castleboro, Clonroche, daughter of John (O'Leary, labourer,
who had four children under 18 years old.

The following resolutdon was adopted on the motion of Mr
O'Byrne seconded by Mr Shannon:-

Castleboro, Clonroche,

"That the application of Mary Dympna O'lLeary/ for award of
secondary scholarship although received three daye late be
aceepted."

In connection with the application of Julia Browne,
Killtilahane, Carnew, the Council decided that application could
not be entertained as she was 14 years old on 14th June, 1931.

Regarding the application of Aidan Howlin, whose father's
valuation was £71, the limit according to scheme being £45,
Miss CO'Ryan said this man'é holding was very highly valued and
he was 80 badly off at the moment he was unable to pay his
land annuity. She proposed the following resolution:- "That
as this Council believees Patrick Howlin, Glynn, Wexford, is
not in a position to afford a secondary education to his boy
Aidan, we request the Department of Education to allow this
Council to accept application in th;d case and to regard Aidan
Howlin as eligible to compete for secondary scholarship.”

Mr Shannon seconded the resolution which was adopted.

In connection with application of Christina M.Deveruex
who resided with Ellen Whyte, Denescastle, Bannow, who claimed
t0 be her guardian, Ellen Whyte declined to furnish a statement
of the valuation of Patrick Deveredx, Ambrosetown, the child's
father, on the ground that the child had resided with her since
she wag a baby and she therefore did not think it necessary to

furnish any valuafion certificate for the Ambrosetown holding.

The Secretary stated that according to the Rate Book Mr
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Deverdidx was rated on a valuation of £56 and the limit in

his case was £45.

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr O'Byrne seconded by Mr Hall:- "That the Department of
Education be requested to agree to this Council declaring
Christina M. Dever@ffx, as eligible to compete for Secondary
Scholarship."

The following resolution was. adopted on the motion of
Mr O'Byrne seconded gby Mr Clince:- "That we agrée to the
eligibility of James Baker, Patrick Casey, Richard Hayes,
John Keating, James Meyler, Mary J. Tallon, Jamee Forde, Ed-
mond P. Rossiter, Ellen Sinnott, Frederick J. Valette and
James Walker as eligible to compete for award of Secondary
Scholarships and with the permission of the Department of
Education also include as eligible for award of such Scholar-
ships Aldan Howlin, Christina M. Devert#x and Mary D.O'Leary."

The Secretary stated that 32 applications for these

- scholarships were received in 19%0 and only 15 for the present |
i

year.

CLD AGE PENSIONS ACT.
VACANCY ON SUB - COMMITTEE NO, 1.

e ————— o —— —

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr O'Byrne seconded by Mr Hall:- "That as recomnended by
Sub-Committee No. 1 (0ld Age Pensions Act) Mr John Batterton,
Bridgetown, be appointed a member of this Sub-Committee vice
Mr Ml. Hassett, resigned.”

| WEXFCRD'S PLOUGHING VICTCRY.
s Mr Murphy said they had had a 10t of talk about Irish

manufacture, and he thought it would be no harm for the
Council to pass a vote congratulating the Wexford ploughmen
who, with Wexford ploughs, won the championship of Ireland.
Their victery demonstrated that Wexford made ploughs should
get much more support than they were getting at present,
and that Wexford made ploughs, and Irish-made articles gen-

erally, could compete with any article made anywhere.
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" Mr O'Byrne seconded Mr Murphy's proposition, and saidhe
thought that in the whole competition there were only six Irish
ploughs - only three apart from those used by the County Wexfard
representatives.

The Chairman said he was very pleased that their local

manufacturers did so well, and he was still more pleased that

their ploughmen did so well. They had had ploughing competitions §

all over the county, and he thought they were a credit to the
gounty. Extraordinarily good work was, he believed, done at
all the centres. The only thing he regretted was that one
champjon was left at home. .He thought a man who had defeated
the winner of the All-Ireland prize was left at home. That man
defeated Mr Jones at Killinick, with a Pierce plough also.

Mr D'Arcy sald that they had expected that man in Gorey
where they had a ploughing match, but he did not attend.

Mr O'Byrne - It only showd the efficiency of wexford plough-
men in general when you did not even bring the hest.

Mr Hall - We are proud of both the men and the firm that
made the ploughs. It is a credit to County Wexford.

Mr Hayes - I hope this will be an inducement for the support
of Wexford made ploughs.

Mr Cummins - Would it be too much to ask that those who have
foreignemade ploughs should do away with them.

Chairman - Remember that some of the Irish manufacturers
would not contribute even one shilling for a prize at any of the
matches, whereas foreign firms did.

Mr D'Arcy = Liberally.

Mr Murphy's proposition was passed.

TOURIST RATE FOR 1931

Correspondence was read from Irish Tourist Association
asking for sympathetic consideration to the appeal of the As-

sociation for support and co-operation. In comnection with the

forthcoming Eucharistic Congress in Dublin the Association asked
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that provision should be made in the Council's Estimate for
the coming year for a special rate under 67 of the Local
Government Act of 1925 to cover the expense of local and
national organisation and invited the active co-operation

of Public Bodies and their individual members with the
efforts of the Association to organise events of local inter-
est and to see that the reception and treatment of visitors
in 1930 should be worthy of an unigue occasion.

Mr Barry, Assistant Secretary of the Association who
attended the nBeting,said that this year in particular the
Association were making a stronger appeal than ever before,

. and wanted the Council to give an increased amount if they
couwld. They appreciated very much what the Council had done
in past years, and he thought it was mainly due to the support
given by the Council and other public bodies that the Associatial'
had been able to increase the tourist traffic which at present |
was worth at least £3,000,000 to the country. The main es-
sential if they were to increase the traffic was to advertise J
the attractions of the Country. This year, in view of the ‘
Eucharistic Congress, the Association were anxious that the
Council should increase thelr support 1f possible. It was
the duty of everyone concerned in the tourist industry to
send the people who came for the Eucharistic Congress away
with a very good impression of the country. When tourists
came to Ireland they spent their money, and it wemt to en-
rich every section of the community.

The Chairman said that in previous years the Council

gave a farthing in the £ and it was always put to a vote. He

did not know what the Council would do this year, but he cert-
ainly thought that if there was any necessity for the rate in
| previous years it was quite essential this year. He had op-
‘ posed the rate consistently every year, believing that the
i Association should be kept up by the people who benefited
directly. He could agree to some extent that the money

might percolate through all classes after a time, but he knew
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that in some remote districts the people reaped very little
benefit. However, if a contribution were ever necessary he
would say it was necessary this year especially. From many
points of view they should not turn down the application this
year, but he certainly would not be a party to giving an in-
crease.

Colonel Gibbon said he wished to ask Mr Barry if he could
point out that the Association had done anything specially for
County Wexford, or was the work of the Association only general
for all Ireland. Last year it was suggested that to get tour-
isis into Co. Wexford some facilities should be pressed for by
the Association to get motors landed at Rosslare easier than at
present, and he could not see that the Association had done any-
thing in the matter.

Colonel Quin sald that advertising was magnificent, but the
chief thing in Germany, France and Switzerland was the excell-
ence of the hotels. If they could improve the accomiodation
it would do a great deal towards bringing tourists and entic-
ing them to return. He knew that in one leading hotel in Dub-
lin there was no electric light over one's bed, and one had to
get out of béd to turn the light off. That wae a most barbar-
ous thing.

Mr D'Arcy asked if the Association had any funds except
the money from the rates.

Mr Barry said as well as being engaged in publicity the
Association were also concerned with anythi¥fgethat would in-
crease the traffic - they were also concerned with hotels,roaﬁs,
etc. Their activities were mostly confined to advertising ,
and they could only agitate with the companies and other people
concerned to get them to improve facilities, and he thought
they had done a lot in that way. With regard to motors at
Rosslare, the Association had taken the matter up and he was

pretty sure that as a result the conditions that Col. Gibbon
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complained of would be improved. They had been agitating
for better and bigger hotels and cheaper prices. They underj
stood that unless they could get good conditions for tourists
they might come once, but would not returh. He thought they
had made congiderable headway as far as hotels were concerned,
because he knew for a fact that within the past two years up
to half a million pounds had been spent on hotel improvement.
To-day they had at least sixty hotels with hot and cold water
in all their rooms, and he thought that in the next two years
they would have two hundred hotels fitted similarly. In
addition to public money the Association received contributions
from people concerned in the tourist industry, of whom they had
a fairly big membership, and in addition a number of visitor® .
subscribed. The main ravenuéf??gm hotels, shipping companies,
etc., and throught the rates from public bodies. About ten
per cent of the money from public bodies was only allowed
for administrative purposes , and the remainder had to be spent
on advertising .

Mr Corish said it was only fair to say that the Assoétation
by resolution made a demand for an increased subscription from
hotels, and that was paid. He thought the increase was two
hundred per cent.

In reply to Mr Roche, Mr Barry said that the Association's
advertising scheme had to be submitted to the Minister for In-
dustry and Commerce. A bilg percentage had to be spent for the
Preés, and the difficulty they worked under was that most of
their advertising had to be done outside, and was not seen by
local people. Owing to the fact that most of the Association's
work was done outside the county it was, perhaps, not appreciat-
ed by the people concerned at home.

Mr Roche said there were several people in Ireland who
went abroad on tours, and never heard of the beauty spots in
their own country. He suggested that a campaign should be
started at home, because a lot of people went away for scenery

every year while they probably had as good at home 2f they
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knew about it. He thought they should start advertising
at home first. He would like to know how the percentage
was spent in advertising County Wexford last year. £360
should have been spent out of the £400 in advertising Co.
Wexford. Mr Barry said that 10 per cent of what was con-
tributed by each county was only deducted for a general
fund, and that thé balance was used for advertising the
country.

Chairman - You are correct, but there may be a mis-
understanding . Mr Barry told you he had to spend some
q? that money in foreign papers to advertise Wexford there.

Mr Barry said the Chalrman wag?;gght. First of all it
might be saild that the money was spent in the Press of the
world, and a portion was set aside for circulating photo-
graphs to papers. A small percentage was set aside for
national publicity, from which Wexford would venefit, as
Roselare was a port of landing.

In answer to Mr Roche, Mr Barry said that £360 had been
spent specially on Co. Wexford.

Mr Culleton - Do the Wexfad hotel owners contribute
generously to th&k fund ?

Mr Barry - They do, and , a8 Mr Corish says, sub-
scriptions have veen more than doubled this year. Ninety-
nine per cent of the hotels subscribe to the Association.

Mr D'Arcy said he understood that in Switzerland
toﬁrists paid sixpence a day for advertising, and that it
appeared on the tourists' bills whether they liked it or
not. The people who owned the hotels collected the money
and advertised. They had to admit that 90 per cent,&f the
people of County Wexford would get no benefit from the Con-
tribution from the rates.

Chairman - I agree with that, but this is an exception-
al vear in our history, and were it not for that I would ndt

be as favourable to the granting of a contribution.
Miss O'Ryan said that all the hotels should use Irish
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produce - Irish farmers' butter and eggs and Irish bacon ete.
Mr D'Arcy - And also they should charge moderate prices.
Chairman - I don't hold any brief for hotel proprietors,
but I know hotels in my own locality, and I find that they do
generally patronise local produce. '
Miss O'Eyan asked Mr Barry to see that the Association
would attend to the matter of the use of Irish produce in

hotels.

Mr Barry sald it was his particular business to inspect

evew hotel in Ireland regularly, and it was part of the
Association's business to see that nothing would be put on
the table but Irish produce. It was not enough to bring

! : people to a country if they used foreign stuff. As far as
the food supply was concerned he thought that 90 per cent of
the hotels used nothing but the produce of the country, and
visitors said that the food in Ireland was the best that the
world could produce. It was fresh food, and not like the
canned food they sometimes got in other countif%s. He
thought the wholesomeness of their food was a very big attrac-
tion.

Mr Cummins - I propose that we adopt the same resolution
as last year and give iin the £. I would like to go further,
but I think it is sufficient now. Whatever necessity there
was for it in years gone by there is a greater necessity now.
A tremendous number of people will come to the country next
year, and no doubt they will be a benefit to the country, but
I guarantee whoever goes up to Dublim next year we will show
them the great light that may be an inspiration to him for all
time, and worth all the rates ever paid.

Mr Colfer seconded Mr Cumming proposition.

Mr Roche - I propose that the people who benefit by the
Tourist Association should contribute. The people who are
asked to contribute see nothing but the dust of the tourists'

cars going from town to town. I propose that the hotels and

- © WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES

e — — A



39

shipping companies should ¥eep the Association going.

colonel Quin - We benefit in every way by an increase

in the number of people coming to the country. We may get
a few pence more for our beef and buttier, and everything - n

all our produce goes up in price. The more tourists you -w

have the more sale you have. R
yr D'Arcy seconded Mr Roche's proposition. ”
A poll on Mr Cummins' motion resulted as follows:- ”E
For - Messrs Armstrong, Brennan, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, !r
gorish, Cummins, Gibbon, Hayes, Hall, Meyler, McCarthy, Murply, {

O'Byrne, O'Ryan, Quin, Shannon, smyth, Walsh and the Chairman=

20.
Against - Messrs Culleton, Roche and D'Arcy - Bie

The Chairman declared the motion carried. ‘
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