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I 
The monthly meeting of the Wexford County Council was 

held in County Council Chamber, Wexford, on 10th February,1930 • 

The following were in attendance:- Colonel Gibbon, Vice, 

Chairman, and Bubsaquently Mr. M. Doyle, Chairman, presided. 

Also:Messrs James Armstrong, John Brennan, James Clince, Patrick 

Colfer, Thomas Cooney, Richard Corish, John Oulleton, John 

Cummins, Timothy F. D' Arcy,. John Doran, James Gaul, James Hall, 

Patrick Hayes, Michael Jordan, William P. Keegan, Thomas Maylor, 

Thomas McCarthy, John Murphy, Sean O'Byrne, James Shannon, 

Myles Smyth, James E. Walsh, Oolonel R. P. Wemyss Qyin and Miss 

Nell ie 0 tRyan. 

The Secretary, the Assistant Secretary, the County Surveyor, 

Mr. Elgee, Solicitor, and Mr. T. C. Courtney, B.E., Engineer, 

Local Government Department, were also pres·ent. 

The Minutes of last meeting were read and signed. 

THE LATE MR. KENNEDY; SOUTH MAIN STREET, WEXFORD. 
----------------------_. --------------~ 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. O'Byrne, seconded by Colonel Quin:-

JlThat we offer our sinc:eEe sympathy to our colleague,Mr . Gaul, 

in ~e death of his father-in-law, Mr. John Kennedy, South Main 

Street, Wexford, an esteemed and respected citizen of Wexford~ 

Mr. Hall and the Secretary associated themselves with the 

resolution which was adopted in silence. 

REPLIES TO VOTES OF CONDOLENCE 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. O'Byrne, seconded by Colonel Quin:- "That letter, as follows, 

from Mr. J. E. Walsh, member of the CounCil, in reply to vote of 

condolence from County Council be inserted on the minutes of the 

day. 11:_ 

"Will you kindly convey to your Council my sincBee thanks 

for their kind vote of sympathy on the death of my brother, Dr. 

VI alsh. 

'May I avail myself also of this opportunity to thank your 
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good self and the staff for whom you spoke for your kindly 

expressions which I much esteem. II 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. O'Byrne, seconded by Mr. Hall:- IIThat the following letter 

from Mr. John Oummins, M.O.C., on the death of his brother be 

inserted on the minutes of the day:~ 

"I beg to acknowledge ~eceipt of your letter of the 22nd 

instant conveying the vote of sympathy of the members of the 

County Council and staff at the loss of my brother , Father 

Matthew Cummins, R.I.P., for which + am very much obliged. 

'Will you kindly convey to the Proposer, Mr. John Murphy, 

and to the seconder, Mr. John Q'Byrne, and also the members of 

the County Council and staff,my sincerest thanks for their 

kindness in sympathising with me and family. 

, II am also very thank£ul to you for the kind remarks 

conveying the Council's resolution for which I will ever feel 

grateful. , II 

On the motion of Mr. Q1Byrne, seconded by Colonel Quin, 

the following letter from County Surveyor, relative to vote 

of condolence on the death of his Sister, wa~ ordered to be 

inserted on the minutes of the day:-

"I am deeply grateful to the County Council for their , 

resolution of sympathy on the death of my sister, and I shall 

be obliged if you will please convey my thanks to the members. I II 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr- O'Byrne, seconded by Colonel Quin:~ 

"That the following reply to vote of condolence from 

Mrs Dowse, widow of the late Dr. Dowse, be inserted on this 

day t s minutes;-

'Will ypu please gonvey to the members of the 'Wexford 

County Council the heartfelt thanks of , Miss Dowse and myself 

for th.eir very kind v9te of sympathy with us in our great sorrow 

and loss. We would also wish to thank them for the appreciative 
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manner in which they spoke of my husband. 

I Thank you so much for your personal kind sympathy. I 

am sure that you as well as many of his friends will miss his 

kind and sincere friendship.' II 

MINUTES OF COMMITTEES 

Finance:-

The following Minutes of Finance Committee in respect of 

meeting held on 16th JanuarY,1930, were submitted:-

• 
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The fortnightly meeting of the Finanoe Committee was 

held in County Counoil Chamber, exford, on 16th January,1930. 

Present:- Mr. Miohael Doyle (Chairman) presiding; also 

Messrs John J. Culleton, Sean O'Byrne, James Hall, James 

Shannon and Thomas MoCarthy. 

The Seoretary, Assistant ' Seoretary, the County Surveyor 

and Yr. El gee, Solioitor, were in attendance. 

The Minutes of l ast meeting were r ead and oonfirmed. 

PAYMENTS 
--------

Treasurer's Advioe Note for £1429: 19: 4d was examined 
and signed. 

RATE OOLLECTION 
----.. --------

The state of Rate Oolleotion for year to Maroh 1930 up 
to 16th January,1930, was submitted as follows:-

1. E. J. Murphy 61 per cent 

2. J. J. Ourti 59 It It 

3· S. Gannon 58 " " 
4. Art Dunn 56 It " 
5· J.J.0'Rei11y 54 " It 

6. J. Deegan 54 " " 
7. T. Rowe 53 " It 

8. J. Doyle (No.19) 53 It It 

9· T. Bolger 53 " It 

10. J. Cummins 53 " " 
11. J. Quirke (No.4) 52 " " 
12. ' U. Kelly 51 " " 
13. P. o 'Byrne 51 " It 

14. W. Cummins 51 It It 

15· P. Carty 51 " It 

16. J. J. Sinnott 50 " " 
17. Philip Doyle 49 " " 
18. p. Donohoe 48 " It 

19· T. Sutton 42 It It 

20. J. Doyle (No.5) 35 .. " 
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It was decided to inform Collectors Philip Doyle, 

Donohoe and Sutton that the Finance Committee were not 

satisfied with the manner in which they were discharging their 

dt ty and to Warn them that they must show very substantial 

improvement by next meeting of the Finance Committee. 

'1'. R. H. Peare, Kilmallock House, Enniscorthy, wrote, 

under date 15th January,l930, that he owed the ~eptember 1929 

rate and for this the Rate Colleotor had obtained a decree 

some weekE ago. Through an arrangement with the Rate Oollector 

the decree was being held over ~ntil after his annual grass lettin 

whioh is oarried out in January. The Land Commission to whom he 

owed £375 had agreed that £60 should go to the payment of rates, 

they to receive the balance of the amount realised at the auction. 

The auction was advertised for 10th and on the 8th two bailiffs 

went to his place to seize for all old rate of 1925 which dou1d not 

be collected at the time as there was no goods. He had no stock 

only two old horses belonging to his wife and am old cow which 
I?{) 

happened not to b on the premises "there as nothing to seize. 

He considered it most unfair to try and get this old rate lying 

dead for five years when he could not pay his current rate. If 

ke were able to meet the latter he would not have allowed £4 costs 
('""' 

to go against him for the decree. He appealed to the Committee no......, t 

to put him on the road and out of his place without any advantage 

to the Council. If the two old horses were seized he could not 

do any woxk on the farm and there would be no setting of grass as 

the takera must have a guarantee there would be no seizure of stock 

The result would be another derelict farm - no annuity and no rates 

paid and the land lying idle. This would be the result if the old 

dead rat~ was not struck out. He would, if this was done, guarantee 

prompt payment of rates in future - in fact he was prepared to 

give the auctioneer an order to pay the rates as a first oharge 

on the grass letting for years to come. 

It was deoided to refer the letter of r. Peare to the Rate 
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Oolleotor intimating to the latter that the Finance Comrni ttee 

would be glad if time for payment of rates by r. Peare could 

be arranged until after the annual grass letting on Yr. Peare' s 

farm. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. O'Byrne, seconded by [r. Hall:- "That the Local Gover ent 

Department be requested to sanction payment up to 75 pex oent 

of amount due for poundage to Oollectors T. Sutton and M. M. 

Kelly when these Collectors have at least 50% of the total 

ourrent rate collected and lodged." 

In conneotion with contribution from County Council towards 

cost of premium for fidel! ty guarantee bond in the case of 

Collectors paid at a poundage rate of 5d the Secretary mentioned 

that representations for a similar contribution had been received 

from Collecto=s who though paid at a higher poundage received a 

smaller total payment pex annum. The poundage fees aa.rned by the 

Oollectors receiving 5d in the £ was as fo1lows:-

TPady Bolger (No.14) £112 

P. Carty (No.21) 

John Doyle (No.5) 

Art Dunne (No.15) 

• • • £114 

••• £ 150 

••• £170. 

The following Collectors olaimed they were entitled to the 
• 

£3 concession for fidelity gu rantee bond:-. 

John Doyle (6d in £ No.19) annual amount £80 and the 

following at 7d in the £:-

• Kelly (No.6) £101 

S.Gannon (No.10)£118 

T. Rowe (NO.18) £124 

P. Donohoe (N • £130 

P.O'Eyrne (N~:§)£132 
J.Curtis (No.20)£133 

.Cummin (No.ll)£153 

E.J.Kurphy(No.17)£165. 
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Hr. O'Byrne proposed and Mr . Hall seconded the following 

resolutlon:-

"That the County Council be recommended to make a 

oontribution of £3 for present year towards the cost of 

fidelity guarantee bond premium to the following Rate 

Colleotors whose poundage fees calculated on total warrants 

amount to less than £150 per annum:- John Doyle (No.19 District); 

Y. Kelly; Sean Gannon, T. Rowe, P. Donohoe, p. Byrne;J.J.Curtis." 

Mr. Culleton proposed that the question of a further 

oontribution to Rate Collectors towards cost of premium for 

fidelity guarantee bond be adjourned for six months. 

After furthe~discussion Mr. Culleton withdrew his motion • 

The resolution of • O'Byrne was then put and adopted 

nem.con. -- RATES ON AGRICULTURAL LAND LOAN 
.... --------_--..-------------------

Under date 10th January, 1930, the Manager, ational Bank, 

Wexford, . wmnte applying for half yearly instalm~ of Principal 

and Interest on Loan obtained under Relief of Rates on Agricultural 

Land Act. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr. 

Hall , seconded by Mr. O'Byrne:- "That the amount of Interest and 

Instalment due on Relief of Rates on Agricultural L nd Act Loan 

be paid as soon as possible." 

REMISSION OF RATES 
-----------------

Application of Patrick Owley, Knockina, Gorey, for remission 

of r ates in :respect of new building was referred to the Rate 

Colleotor for his observations. 

BINDING MINUTES 
----------------

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. O'Byrne, seconded by r. Hall :- "That quotation of Messrs 

English & Co., Quay, Wexford, for binding the Minutes of Wexford 

Co. Council for year 1929 at 17/6d be accepted" 
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OHILDREN~ ACT - CO ITTALS TO INDUSTRIAL SOHOOLS 
---------------~-------~---~----------~--~---~ 

Mr. Gregory, Clerk Distriot Court Wexford, wrote as to 

application to commit Ellen and Anastasia Potts, Talbotstown, 

K1l1in1ok and illiam Roche, Bridgetown, to Industrial Sohool. 

Mr. Doran, Distriot Court Clerk, Enniscorthy, wrote as to 

the proposed oomI~i ttal of Margaret Breen of Ballybreen, Ballin

daggln, Ennisoorthy. 
Referred to Mr. Elgee, Solicl tor. 

_ _._._ .. _.-_ ... ------. 

". 
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The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

r. OIEyrne, seconded by Mr. Hall:- "That the Minutes of 

meeting of Finance Committee for 16th January, 1930, be received 

and considered". 

Contribution to Cost of Rate Collectors 
Guarantee Bonds:-

Colonel Quin proposed,and Mr. D'Arcy seconded,the following:-

"That we dissent from the recommendation of Finance Committee 

agreeing to contribute £3 towards the cost of Fidelity guarantee 

bonds of certain Rate Collectors who are in receipt of a higher 

poundage rate than 5d in the £." 

Mr. O'Byrne propmsed,and Mr. Cummins seconded, the following:

"That the recommendation of Finance Committee at meeting 

of 16th January,1930, as to contribution towards cost of Rate 

Collectors' Fidelity Guarantee Bonds be confirmed . II 

A poll was taken with the following result:-

For confirming the recommendat:ii.on of the Finance Commi ttee :-

Messrs Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, Cummins, Hall, Keegan, 

McCarthy, OlByrne, ° 'Ryan, Walsh and the Chairman (Col.Gibbon) ••• 12. 

Against:- Messrs Brennan, D'Arcy, Quin and Smyth •••••••••••••••••• 4. 

The other members were not present when poll was taken. 

The Chairman declared the recommendation of the Finance 

Committee carried. 

The following resolution was then adopted on the motion 

of Mr. O'Byrne. seconded by Mr. Hall:-

"That the Minutes of Finance Committee in respect of 

meeting held on 16th JanuarY,1930, be and are hereby confirmed. II 

The Minutes of Finance Committee in respect of meeting 

held on ~Oth Jama ry, 1930, were submitted as follows:-
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The fortnightly meeting of the Finance Oommi ttee was held 

in thfcounty Counoil Chamber, Wexford, on 30th January, 1930. 

Present:- Messrs Sean O'Byrne, Thomas MoCarthy, James Hal l, 

a.nd James Shannon. 

On the motion of Mr . Hall, seoonded by lire OIByrne, the 

chair was taken by Mr. MoCarthy. 

The Minutes of last meeting were read and oonfirmed. 

PAYMENTS 
----

Treasurer's Advioe Note for £3549: 7: Od was examined and 

signed. 

RATE OOLLEOTION 
... _------------

Under date 29th January,1930, Mr. R. H. Peare, Kilmallook, 

Enniscorthy, wrote that the Inspector of Rate.s refused to aooept 

his very reasonable offer as to Rates and now threatened him with 

a seizure. ThiS, of course would make the matter worse for ever y-

one prejudioing the letting of the lands and inourring fu r ther 

expense. He protested against taking the only stook he had - two 

old horses the property of his wife. He asked that the old rate 

should be oanoelled and then oarrying out his gr azing letting of 

whioh £60 would go for rates and the balanoe to the Land CommiSS i on. 

It was dec i ded, on the motion of Mr. Hall, seconded by Mr. 

O'Byrne, to refer the communication to the Rate Inspeotor , and Rate 

Collector. 

The following is the state of Rate Colleotion up to 30th 

January, 1930:-

(No.1) 

E. J. Mu.r phy 
J. Curt(s 
J. Quirke 
Sean Gannon 
J. J. O'Reilly 
Miohael Deegan 
Art Dunne 
Thady Bolger 
J. Cummins 
J.J.Sinnott 
P. O'Byrne 
Thomas Rowe 
Walter Cummins 
Philip Doyle 
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11 
" 

(No.4) James Quirke " 52 
P. Carty 52 

(No.19) 
M. M. Kelly 51 
J. Doyle 50 
P. Donohoe 48 
Thos.Sutton j~ (No.5) John Doyle 

A resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr. Hall, 

seoonded by UrI Shannon "That Colleotors Donohoe and Sutton 

be informed that the Finance Oommittee are greatly dissatisfi ed 

'i th the manner in which they are discharging their duty. The 

O~ittee will be compelled to ask the Council to take drastic 

ac1ion against these Collectors unless they show greatly marked 

imp:ovement by next meeting. II 

RATE COLLECTORS' FIDELITY GUARANTEE BONDS 
----------------~------- ...... ---

Under date 11th January,1930, the following letter (8/111/30/ 

ely) was read from New Ireland Assurance Co.: ... 

"Adverting to your letter of the 3rd instant, we have 

carefully considered the subj ect matter placed before us, and 

for our part we would prefer to have the Public Bodies Order 

fully oomplied with and the lodgment to be closed on the 31st 

llaroh. We, however, appreciate the difficulties of your Council 

by reason of this being the first year that this regulation was 

in foroe, and provided that the Department of Local Government 

sanctions the suggested arrangement of the Finance Committee we 

shall be agreeable to the closing date being extended to the 

31st May. 

'Our agr eement to this extension is, of course, subject to 

the Department of Local Government giving consent to the Order 

being extended, and also to the understanding "that this extension 

is in no way to be oonsidered as a precedent for future years 

oollections. 

I It will be neoessary for YOUf to advise us as to the 

resul t of. your enquiries to the Department in order that we may 

communioate with our Co-Sureties and advise them of the position.'" 

The following resolution was proposed by Mr. Hall, seconded 

by Mr. Shannon and adopted:-
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"That the New Ireland Assuranoe Company be asked to 

acoede to the application of the County Counoil waiving the 

requ1rement of Public Bodies Order 1929 ·that Rate .Collectors 

should make lodgments of all rate oollected wi thin 48 hours . 

as a condition in Collectors Bonds and when sanction to this 

proposal has been received from the Local Government Department 

1 t l'1ill be furnished the New Ireland Assurance Co. /I 

Under date 24th January,1930, the Local Government Department 

wrote (0.4696-1930 Loch Garman) that as regards bond of Rate 

Inspector as they had already pointed out as the Rate Inspectorts 

duties do not prinoipally involve the handling of monies a Bond 

~aranteeing against embezzlement was of little use. The views 

of the Insuranoe Committee which were appreciated should be borne 

in mind by the Council and its officials in so far as they affected 

th the Bonds of Rate Collector. Prior to the expiration of the 

pr present bond the R te Inspeotor should b~ required to endeavour to 

ar arrange from some other source for a Bond in the terms already 

su .uggested by the Department. An alternative course would be to 

pr provide for a Fidelity Guarantee Bond for a substantial sum and 

an an addi tional Bond with p arsonal sureties for a reduced but 

re reasonable amount on the terms indioated. 

Mr. Hall proposed and Mr. Shannon seconded the following 

re resolution .which was adopted unanimously:- "That prior to 

ex expiration of present Fidelity Guarantee Bond of Rate Inspector 

th the Finance Oommi ttee fix amounts for Fidelity Guarantee Bond 

an( and for personal Bond for this Officer." 

REMISSION OF RATES 

In connection with new buildings . the ' following resolution 

waf was adopted on the motion of Mr. 0' Byrne, seconded by Mr. Hall:

"That appmioation for remission of rates in respect of 

neY new buildings be allowed Rev. J. DIArcy, C.C., Kilrane and Patriok 

Ow] Olley, Knookina, Gorey". 
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COST OF ROAD INQUIRY 
---------- -- --

Under date 18th Janu'ary,1930, the Looa1 Government 

Department wrote (,A. C .4292/30 I1gh 14:) aSking for payment of 

£19: 4: 9d due the Department in connection with the Inquiry 

held in May 1929 as to restriction of vehicular traffio in 

Ya!n Street, Wexford. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

r. O'Byrne, seoonded by Mr. Ha11:- "That oopy of letter from 

Department of Looal Government as to payment of £19: 4: 9d 

expenses of Local Inqui~y in oonnection with restriction of 

motor traffic in Main Street, vexford, be forwarded to the 

Wexford Corporation with a request for payment of said amount 

as this lfi~iry was arranged for by the County Council at the 

instance of the Corporation. 

GOREY COURTHOUSE 
- .. _-----........ '._--

Under date 23rd January, Mr. J. Whitty, Hon.Secretary 

Gorey Ploughing Committee applied for use of Gorey Courthouse 

for dance in connection with the Match to be held on the night 

of 4th February. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. Hall, seconded by the Chairman:_ "That the Gorey Ploughing 

llatoh Committee be afforded the use of Gorey Courthouse for 

dance on Jth February. tt 

Mr. J. Valentine, Courthouse keeper, Gorey, applied for 

£1 for cleaning Oourt after use by Civio Guards stamping bottles. 

It was deoided to inform :Mr. Valentine t hat the Finance 
s 

C Committee were of opinion that cleaning the Court in the, circumstanne 

was part of his ordinary duty as caretaker. 

FEES UNDER ELECTORAL ACT - DENIS J.DUFF, 
EX-RATE COLLEOTOR. ______ •• __ M _______________ ._. ______ _ 

Under date 11th January,1930, the New Ireland Assurance 

C Oompany wrote (17/111/30 C .M.) asking payment of £51 fees due in 
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It.r 

respect of preparation of Electors' Lists for 1928 in Wexford 

Urban District. The Company pointed out that no doubt the 

Solicitor to the Council would appreciate that apart altogether 

from the provisions of their Bond for Duff under the law of 

suretyship the Oompany were entitled to any fees or allowanoes 

not already drawn by Duff .. 

Under date 23rd January, 1930, Insurance Company wrote 

(33/231/30/McD/F) pointing out that when in their letter of 

the 17th Deoember,1929, they first made formal a.pplication for 
T 

the fees they agreed to remit the proportionate amount to the 

two personal sureties and to give a oomplete and satisfactory 

indemnity against any future claims by Duff or the personal 

sureties. In view of the pro,mise of this Indemnity they could 

not understand why the Councilor their Solicitor should be 

unwilling to remit the amount to the Company. 

r. Elgee said he would not recommend the Oommittee to 

alter their decision to pay over the amount in question only 

on an order of a competent court and it was decided that the 

Insurance Company be accordingly informed. 

PROPOSED APPOnlTMENT OF CLERICAL ASSISTANT 

-----------.-----------------------------~ 
The following under date 24th January,1930, was read from 

Brother E. C. Markey, Superior, Christian Brothers, Wexford 

"I must apologise very sincerely for delay in answering 

your letters. I have given the matter of the exams ~ery 

oonsideration and I have once again and finally to decline 

setting or correcting the papers. I e..m troubled that thiS is 

an inconvenience to you, but under the circumstances there is 

no other oourse open to me. 

1 If I may make a Buggestion I think Myles Redmond, No.2, 

St. John's, would be willing to oblige you. til 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. O'Byrne~ seconded by the Chairman:- "That Mr. Myles Redmond, 
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Seoondary Teacher, 2, St. John's Road, Wexford, be appointed 

Examiner for Irish, English and Arithmetic in connection with 

forthooming examination for appointment of Olerical Assistant, 

County Council Offices; Remuneration for setting papers a.nd 

marking pupils t examination sheets to be one guinea for each 
r . 

paper. "That examina.tion for Shorthand and typing ~ 

De set by the Seoretary to the Counoil who will also mark 

pupils r examination Sheets. t tt 

PRINTING ABSTRACTS OF ACCOUNTS 

-----._-----'---------------------
Tenders were received for printing 50 oopies of bstraot 

of Oounty Counoil acoounts for two half years ended 30th September, 

1929, as follows:-

"Free Press" Newspaper: £10: 10: Od and 

"The People tt Newspaper: 822: 17: Od 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Yr. Ha.ll , seconded by Mr. O'Byrne:- "That the tender of "Free 

Press", Newspaper for printing Abstract of Acoounts of Oounty 

Council as per quotation of 24th Jany,e.ry, 1930, viz., £10: 10: Od 

be aocepted." 

SCHOLARSHIP SCHEMES 
-----.------.. -.----~' 

Under date 28th January,1930, Miss Margaret Berney, (B.Com). 

Universi ty Student, wrote that she was sorry the Counoil did not 

see 1 ts way to agret9 to her staying out of Loreto Hall while in 

receipt of a Scholarship_ She asked the CQuncil to reoonsider 

their deoision for the following reasons. Residents in Loreto 

Hall who hs.ve lived there for three years usually leave on 

graduation as the He.lls of Residenoe are primarily intended for 

undergraduates. The Hall was cert~ in1y full as it is •. The 

alternative to a Hall las a boarding house approved by the 

College authorities and the house in whioh she resided at present 

belonged to that oategory. It wauld be a great convenience for 

her to be allowed to reside "i th her sister in this approved plaoe. 
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It was deoided that in the circumsta.nces if MiSS Berney 

can furnish approval of the Dean of Residence to her present 

residence the Council will be reoommended to allow her to 

resiae there for the period covering the balance of her scholar-

ship. 

In oonneotion with Primary Scholarship Scheme, r. Hall 

proposed and Mr. O' Byrne seconded the following resolution:- "That 

we request the Department of Education to forward their sanction 

to the Primary Scholarship Scheme furnished by Wexford County 

Oouncil. Those concerned, particularly intending candidates, 

h~ ve made repeated applications to County Council for oopies of 

Scheme. 

InDUSTRIAL SCHOOL APPLICATION 
----~- *------------- -~ 

Mr. D. Doran, District Court Clerk, Ennlsoorthy, wrote 

that application would be made to the Enniscorthy Distriot 

Juvenile Court on 6th February for the oommi ttal of Patrick Power, 

12 years old and James Power, 10 years old to Artane Industrial 

Sohool under section 58 of the Ohildren Aot 1908. The children 

are orphans and are at present in the County Home. 

Referred to Mr. Elgee, County Council Solicitor. 
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The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. Hall, seconded by Mr. 01Byrne:- "That the Minutes of 

Finance Committee in respect of meeting held on 30th January, 

1930, be received and considered. II 

After some discussion on subjects dealt with at Finance 

Commi ttee meeting the following resolution was adopted on the 

motion of Mr. Cummins, seconded by Mr. O'Byrne:-

"That the Minutes of Finance Commi ttee in respect of 

meeting held on 30th January,1930, be and are hereby confirmed~ 

Roads Committee:-

The Minutes of Roads 1 Committee in respect of meeting 

held on 27th January, 1930, were submitted as follows:-

/ 

" / 

/ 
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The monthly meeting of the Roads' Committee was held in 

County Counoil Chamber, Wexford, on 27th January, 1930. 

Present:- Colonel Gibbon, Vice Chairman and subsequently 

Mr. M. Doyle, Chairman, presiding. Also:- Messrs Patriok 

Colfer, John J. Culleton, T. F. D.1Arcy, P. Hayes, Thomas MoCarthy; 

Sean O'Byrne, Y. M. Roche, James Shannon, M. Smyth, James Hall, 

Colonel Quin and W. p. Keegan. 

The Secretary, the County Surveyor, the six Assistant 

Survoyors and Mr. Elgee, Sol ici tor, were also in attendanoe. 

The Minutes of last meeting were read and confirmed. 

COUNTY SURVEYOR'S REPORT 
-----~-~-~----------

The following monthly report was read from the County 

Surveyor:'" 

Mr. Elgee has handed me oopy of letter received by him 

from Messrs Hull and Company with reference to Wexford-Ferry

carrig Road Contraot. This letter is in reply to one from 

Yr. Elgee notifying that the Council require Messrs Hull to 

have the road opened for traffio on the 2nd proximo. In my 

opinion the letter is simply an attempt to evade liability by 

special pleading. No doubt there were oauses for some delay, 

p~ticularly the reoent very bad weather, but the main point is 

that the work has been, and is now being, carried out without 

proper organisation. I am quite satisfied that the work could 

have been completed early in December allowing for. some hold up 

at the commenoement. I wish to point out that the Tender was 

accepted by the County Counoil on the 29th July, and yet it was 

not until 20th August that the Contraotor signed his Bond. This 

delay was entirely the Contraotor' s own fault. As regards the 

land the · Contractor waS informed when getting the first lot from 

the Pit that it would be subj eot to test, and his statement 

" now "that he was in a worse position than when he started 
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is not correct as I allowed the sand to be 

used 1n all works except the slab, which he was not ready to 

put 1n at the time. There Wa s no hold up on the Machinery by 

us, as we supplied the mach ines on date arranged by the Contractor. 

From the Contractor's own statement there was delay by the Makers 

" in forwarding reinforcement, and his long statement regarding m l~ es 
. J 

is merely an excuse, as he Wa s not in a position to use it even if 

it were on the ground. He claims that there Was delay owing to 

extra. concrete culvert, and additional drainage works. The 

dd1tional drainage works were very trifling, and as regards 

oulvert, it and the specified one were completed almost on the same 

day, and no slab work could have been put in before this Was done. 

'The Contractor now amends his attitude in regard to extension 

of time for completion, and I have discussed this matter with the 

Secretary and Solicitor, and we recommend the adoption of resolution 

Whioh will be submitted covering application to the Minister of 

Looal Government. 

IBy direction of the County Council I forwarded to the 

Looal Government Department Specification for the Rosslare Road 

improvement work. On the 24th instant Mr. Quigley, Chief Engineer, 

attended in Wexford, and with the Secretary and myself discussed the 

whole matter. He has recommended some changes, and amongst others 

he haa directed that we prooeed at once in putting in drainage, 

doing neoessary alteration of corners, and widening work. This will 

1e ve the work to be done by the Contractor merely and entirely 

confined to - the road si+rfaoing. I have made arrangements to at 
I 

once start the alteration of corners, and the putting in of drain. 

It will be neoessary ~ t once make e.prangements for application 

to the inister for power to close the road. 

'On the 20th instant, by apPOintment, I· met the District 

Engineer of the Railway Company at Chapel with reference to 

T reconstruotion of the over Bridge. Mr. Patterson informed me that 

i it will be necessary to close the road to traffic for in or about 
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a fa eek, and applioation should be made to the Looal Government 

Depilepartment for sanotion. I have not yet reoei ved from the 

R i allway Company particulars as to the exact date, but if you 

ut authorise issue of advertisement, and application to the Minister, 

thithis can be done when we receive notice of the dates. 

'I have arranged for the Oommi ttee appointed by the Counoil 

to to vioit Kilmore on ednesday next, 29th instant, on which date 

thehe tide will serve, and shall later report on result of inspeotion. 

tIn reply to advertisement I have reoeived a large number 

(23 J 2J) of applioations for the job of Clerk-of- orks on the exford 

CouJourthouse Reoonstruotion, and shall submit these for your consider

lorlon. It is praotioally impossible from the applications received 

to 10 make a seleotion as a number of the oandidates appear to have 

ver~ery good qualifioations, and the seleotion should, therefore, 

depdepend on the personality of the oandidate. In my opinion Mr. 

Hen:ienry Foy, Dublin, is the best qualified, but there re a number 

of of others who oertainly would, in my view, be satisfaotory. Mr. 

Johfohn Armstrong, Duncormick, who was Clerk of orks on the Rosslare 

a ater orks, r. Denis Hughes of Tomhaggard, George O'Reilly, 

Dubublin and Mr. Thomas Millar, Curracloe, appear to be qualified. 

I d do not by this exclude others, and shall be quite atisfied to 

ab~bide by the seleotion of the Counoil, provided the candidate 

haaas suffioient experienoe to make the job a sucoess. The work is, 

in a some ways, intrioate, and as the responsibility for its proper 

comompletion rests upon me, I must ask that only a good man be 

selelected. 

I In oonneotion with the work at the Old Jail I have had 

reteturned to me by the Quantity Surveyor, cheque lodged for Bill 

of rf Quantities • . There was no Tender put in by this Contractor, and 

he se applies to have the money returned to him. This is matter 

entlntlrely in your hands. 

'As you are no doubt aWare the Rosslare Cliff Road is being 

badladly damaged, and consequently being rendered more dangerous. The 
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InBurence ompany refuses to give us a Policy covering third 

p rty risks, and I ask for authority to make application to 

other Firms. 

'I have reoeived notification from Assistant Surveyors 

regarding houses being butl t wi thin the prescribed limit s of 

the Oounty Road. One of these is on Road 268, and the other 

on Road No.6n. In both oases person building houses have been 

notified. 

'I submit for your consideration, Estimate for Public arks 

for the coming year. I II 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Oolonel Quin, seconded by r. Hall :- "That the report of County 

Surveyor be received and oonsidered." 

exford-Ferryoarrig Road 

The following, under date 21st January,1930, was read from 

eBarS A. Hull & COe,:-

"We are in rece~pt of your letter of the 15th instant, and 

note that your Council do not intend to apply for an extension 

of the time allowed for closing this road. 

' Ie do not know how this will affect us, but we suppose it 

can only place yet a.nother difficulty in the way of the oompletion 

of our Contract. 

'We wonder if your Council realize the extraordinary series 

of ob tacles we have encountered in conneotion with this work. We 

va never nown a Contract in the execution of which we have 

experienced so many set backs right from the commencement, or 

here the oircumstances hav~ turned out to be so unfavourable to 

r :pid pr?gresB. 

'The Conditions of Oontract called for the oompletion of the 

Ro d by the 1st December. The Condi tiona are dated June 24th. and 

it Baems probable tha.t when these Conditions Were drawn up, it 

was assumed that the work would be commenced early in July. The 

Tenders were, however , not required to be lodged until the 18th 
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and our Contraot was not signed until the 20th August five and 

a half weeks after our tender was submitted. e actually 

oommenced work en the previous day J onday, August 19th. 

IWe mads a.rrangements for our supply of sand with Messrs 

cOormaok & Hegarty, who quoted us for sand which they described 

as "same as previously used on exford- Ennisoorthy Road," and 

deliveries were commenoed on September 3~ This sand waS 

subsequently inspected and approved of by lajor usgrave, xx the 

Cement Marketing Co.' Concrete expert. On October 16th. we 

received a letter from the Surveyor informing us that the sand 

had been tested and found not up to standard and could not be 

aocepted. Al though greatly surprised at this, we at once took 

steps to seoure another supply, and on Ootober 18th. we placed 

an order with r. Patriok Donovan for our requirements. He did 

not give us his first delivery until October 25th. so that 

Beven and a half weeks after we had commenced stocking the Road 

with sand we found ourselves in a worse po si tion than when we 

started as we had n~ about 240 tons of rej eoted sand in small 

heaps along the Road, whioh had to be moved out of the way. 

"As provided for in our Contract, the Surveyor wrote us on 

the 6th August giving particulars of quarry machinery &c., 

available, and stating terms of hirage. e wrote accepting his 

offer on lOth August', but it was not until September 1st. three 

weeks later, that the plant was available for working at the 

arry_ 

'Clause 20 of the Speoification states "It may be found 

desirable to lay stretches in reinforced concrete," and Clause 

21 refers to lithe possibility of reinforcing short stretohes". 

The wording of these Clauses led us to believe, when estimating, 

that the amount of reinforced concrete required, if any, would 

be small. However, when our tender was ccepted e were 

that the whole of the Road from start to finish was to be 

reinforced . As directed in Clause 21 we had mentioned in our 
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tender the type of reinforcement we proposed, namely, expanded 

met 1. 

'On September 2nd. our travelling Foreman remarked to the 

Aisiatant SUrveyor that we were ordering on the reinforcement. 

The Assistant Surveyor then gave instructions tha.t e were to 

1Va1 t until we received further orders from the Surveyor on the 

m ~tter. A fortnight l a ter on Sept ember 17th, the urveyor 

directed our travelling Foreman to obtain alternative quotations 

for other types of reinforcement from the axweJ.ti and B.R.C. 

Oompanies. Realising that the matter was now urgent, our Foreman 

telephoned the Surveyor's instructions to our Off ice in Dublin, 

a'ld the same day we posted partioular s to the t 0 Firms mentioned. 

We heard from the axwela Company on September 20th. but did not 

reoeive a reply from the B.R.C .Oompany until eptember 30th, .when 

we immediately wrote 'to the Surveyor acquainting him i th the 

reaul ts of our enquiries. VI e also informed the urveyor in the 

Barne lett er that in order to avoid further delay e had taken 1 t 

upon ourselves to order on sufficient expanded metal for the first 

half mile of Road, but that we would not order any more reinforce

t16nt until e learned his wishes in this connection. We reoeived 

no reply to this letter, and it was not until October 18th. six 

and a half eeks after the question as raised, tha t e received 

verbal instructions ~o u se the ty~e of reinforce nt hich e had 

o~iginally suggested. Inoidently we might mention. that we did 

not receive the first oon9iga~ent of expended metal until three 

weeks after the date of ordering; a most unusual occurrence. 

tAs already stated, we oommenoed our work on August 19th. 

Two portions of the Road eaoh about a quarter of a mile long were 

olosed to the public and handed over to us on August 28th. A 

further portion a little under a mile in Ie th was handed over 

us on November 1st. We ere about to commence concreting the 

latter portion on December 12th, but were not allowed to do so by . 
the Surveyor until yesterday, J nuary 20th. Of course e fully 

realize that the Surveyor is empowered by Clauses 4 and 5 of the 
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of the Conditions of Contract to decide points of oommenoement 

&0., and to postpone portions of the work as he may think fit. 

e do, however, respectfully submit that we are entitled to some 

extension of time on this aooount, as is implied in Clause 5 

above referred to. 

tIn the course of our work we have been direoted to oonstruot 

an extra concrete culvert, and to oarry ow, oerta.in additional 

drainage works, all of whioh have taken some time to exeoute. e 

feel that these items also should be taken into oonsideration. 

'One of the most adverse faotors we have had to oontend with 

has been the weather. Up to the present time we have only had 

fifteen days on whioh our ooncrete slab work was not held up by 

either heavy rain or frost. To add to our diffioul ties on ~wo 
up 

oooasions when the weather was favourable we were held" by the 

Oonorete mixer whioh we hired from your Council breaking down, and 

by Messrs Staffords running short of cement. 

'In addition to the matters already referred to, we have 

experienoed a great many minor delays through other unforeseen 

Mdunoontrollable ciroumstanoes . Tarpaulins whioh we ordered 

on 21st November last from a Firm whose addeess was given us by 

your Surveyor, have not yet oome to hand. Our transport vehioles 

have developed a most abnormal series of mechanioal defeots sinoe 

they went to Wexford. A new Fordson Tractor and two Trailers whio 

we ordered on Ootober 2nd. espeoially to expedite matters, were 

not de1iver,ed until November 6th. and a few weeks later one of 

the Trailers was completely wreoked in an aooident, and the repairs 

took the makers a month to execute. 

'The result of all this has been to turn an early autumn 

conorete road Oontraot into a Winter one, whioh is a very different 

proposi t1on. Needless to say, we never antioipated anything of the 

lort when submitting our tender la.st July. Every week that passes 

.eans an additiona.l £18 to £20 administration expenses to be added 

to the heavy losses which we are bound to sustain under the 
existing 
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oircumstanoes, 

'We can aSsure you, that we are, and have been all along 

doing our best to push on with the work in the face of the most 

adverse conditions. We feel sure that if you will be good 

enough to put the facts as set forth in this letter bel60re your 

Council they will reconsider their attitude towards us in 

oonnection with an extension of time allowed for closing this 

Road. r n. 

In reply to Oolonel Gibbon, the County Surveyor , said as 

regards the section of the road from exford Bridge to Farnogue 

if things went on all right it would be finished in three weeks; 

but on Saturday evening he (County Surveyor) had to stop the work 

as the sand was not all right. The sand was taken out of the 

river Slaney but as they dug too deeply it as full of pieces of 

olay and if allowed in the work would spoil the whole thing. It 

would be about seven weeks before it would be open to traffio. The 

Section from Farnogue Terrace to Park as complete and open to 

traffic. 

Oolonel Gibbon said as regards the seotionfrom Park to 

ewtown Railway Bridge the County Surveyor told the last Roads r 

Committee meeting that the ooncreting would be finished before 

the end of Feburary and that it would be open to traff ic in March • 

fe (Colonel Gibbon) estimated that the very earliest at which it 

could be open would be April. 

The OQunty Surveyor said he gave t h e minimum time provided 

there were no stops and that everyth ing went weel. 

In reply to Colonel Gibbon, the Oounty Surveyor said the 

ooncreting of the section - everything going well - would be 

finished in about a month. The earliest possible at which this 

section could be open would be the first of April i th everything 

going like clock work. The portion from the Railway Bridge at . 
1 ewtown to Ferrycarr1g Bridge could be carried out at the same 

time as the stretch from Park to the Railway Bridge, because the 

work would be done in half widths and the road would not be closed r-
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Oolonel Gibbon - He ha not got a mixer on the ground and 

therefore it is not likely that concreting would begin until 

t the end of Karch. 

The Chairman said that according to the statement of the 

( Oounty Surveyor they could not have the full contract finished 

.ooner than 1st May • 

. The following resolution was then proposed by Colonel 

Gibbon, seoonded by r. McCarthy:-

"That on behalf of the Wexford County Council we, th 

Roads' Committee, apply to the Minister for Local Government 

and Public Health for his Order to further extend the period 

for the closing of Road No.T.8(15) from exford Bridge to 

rarnogue and from corner of Park Lane to Ne town Bridge up to 

and ino1uding first day of May, 1930. 

'This resolution is without prejudice to all rights which 

\he Council have against Messrs Alex Hull & Co., Contractors for 

reoonstruction of said road under their contract and is subj ect 

to the receipt of a written undertaking from said Contractors 

that they are prepared, in addition to any liabilities under 

their Contract, to pay to the Council the amount incurred by 

them for extra maintenance of back road from Ferrycarrig to 

texford (the a1 ternati ve route provided) as from 1st December, 1929, 

to the date of completion of the Contract. t It 

The County Surveyor stated that up to the present there had 

been £120 spent on the extra maintenance of the back road. 

oost about .£800 in all to make ita fair road. 

r. Hall said he would propose that application be not made 

; to the lnieter for Local Government for an extension to close 

the roo.d t~ the 1st May. Had they any control over the Contractor 

or did they know when the road would be finished. 

their time. at meetings. and their officials had been put to great 

deal of unneoessary trouble and had imposed on them a great deal of 

tltra work that should not have been imposed on them. He proposed 

that an extension be applied for up to 1st Maroh but not beyond that 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



date. 

The County Surveyor said if he took up the road himself 

he would finish 1 t by the 1st April. 

r. Keegan proposed:- "That the County Oouncil adhere to 

their original oontract and hold the Contractor responsible 

acoording to the terms of his Contract." 

Mr. Hall asked if they had no oontrol over the Oontractor 

as regards insisting on • date when the work should be finished. 

The County Surveyor - Not except the penalty for not finishing 

by 1st Deoember last. 

Mr. Hall said in faoe of that he would withdraw his resolution. 

The County SUrveyor said he supposed that if the Contraotor 

made delay beyond the first of ay the Counc il oould mandamus him 

in the superior Courts to have the road open. 

Mr. Roohe asked if they ere liable to make any payments to 

the Contraotor for the work when he did not complete it with in the 

specified time. 

The Chairman Said they ha. d the penal ty olause. 

Colonel Gibbon said it was really to proteot themselves 

claims by the publio that they were aSking for ahe extension to 

keep the road open. 
',L' 

The Chairman 'aid that one exouse given by the Contraotor/ that 
./. 

hie letter as to the reinforoement was unans ered had some foundati , 
and there was also Some olaim,. about the weather oondi tions. Beyond 

these, however, his Contraot was not interfered i tho 

Mr . D'Aroy - If not oomplete by 1st' aY what oan you do 1. 

Mr. Elgee - You oan mandamus him to oomplete the work. 

Mr. Keegan ohallenged a vote on the motion of Colonel Gibbon. 

This resulted as follows:-

For:- Messrs O'Byrne, DtAroy, myth, Hayes, oCarthy, uin, Gibbon, 

and the Chairman( 8). 

Ae;ainst:- Messrs Colf er, Keegan, Culleton, Roohe and Hall (5) 

The Chairman deolared the motion oarried. 
Mr.Shannon was not present when vote was taken. 
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Wexford-Rosslare Road 

It was decided, on the motion of r- O'Byrne, seoonded 

by rr D'Arcy, that app1ioation be made to th Minister for 

Loo 1 Government & Publio Health for an Order olosing Road 

from Ashfield Cross to Etohingham IS Ro slare, from 17th February, 

1930, to 1st July,1930; the alternate route being Ashfield via 

Tagoat via Ballybro (No • 17; 18 and 996). 

Overl1ne Railway Bridges 

It was decided on the motion of r. Hall, seoon~ed by Mr. 

O'Byrne, that the ini tel' of Looa1 Government and Pub1io Health 

be asked -to issue Order to 010~ e the road leading to Chapel 

Railway Station from the 22nd February to the 26th February 

inolusive to allow of reoonstruction of Chapel Railway Bridge. 

In connection with reconstruction of overbridges generally 

the following, under date 16th January,1930, was read from the 

General Manager, Great Southern Railways (L. 70863):-

"Your Council is aware that sinoe the bridge carrying 

~b11c roads over the Railway in your Oounty were oonstructed, the 

,eight and speed of vehioles using the roads has greatly increased. 

'The Law dealing with the matter is somewhat involved, but it 

lay be stated generally that, while the Railway Company , have a 

right to prevent vehioles heavier than those for whioh a bridge 

'as de igned using the bridge the enforoement of this right i. 

troublesome and expensive, and, if the right were exeroised in 
,. 
,ery case, grave public inoonvenienoe would be oaused. 

oJ 

, any bridges re already seriously overstressed and as 

th roads are made sui table for heavy traffic, mol' and more 

bridges will suffer from overloading. To seoure the safety, 

goth of the road traffio and the R il Y traffio, and to avoid 

inoonvenienoe to the public, suoh bridges should be renewed. 

'~eoent legal deoisions have made it olear that the Railway 

Oompany is not under any legal obligation to renew or strengthen 

such a bridge to meet the requirements of modern traffio, and it 
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would appeal', therefore, that the cost of rendering the bridges 

lui table for modorn traffic should be borne by the High'iVay 

AuthorHy. 

I A similar situation hioh bas a!"isen in England has been 

met by the passing of the Bridges Aot, 1929, whioh provides 

maohinery for dividing the oost of the construotion and upkeep 

of bridges suita.ble for mode:rn traffio between the Railway 

Company and the H 19h ay Au th or i ty • 

'The Rail ay Company ould welcome a joint approach to th 

inieter for Local Government for legislation on these lines, 

or, preferably, friendly negotiation on imilar basis, if the 

100a1 author! ties think legislation unneoessary. It is not for 

the Oompany to .say how far grants out of the Road Fund eQuId be 

made available in r lief of any burdens assumed by the Local 

authorities in this matter, but it is felt that this phase of 

the question is one which on representation would neoessarily 

reoeive the seriou oonsideration of the Minister. 

'I hope to be able to write you shortly giving ome typioal 

oases of bridges in the Distriot under yoo1' administration where 

the uestion of overstressing ie beooming an urgent one, and where 

the renewal of the bridges should, in the view of the Oompany, be 

oontemplated at an early date. 

I Any maohinery devised should, of course, be mad.e to apply 

not only to the bridge proper but to the pproa'bl1ea. It is, I 

think, felt that the oharacter of the approaches to bridge 

be similar to that of the roads a.djoining, but the application of 

mod.ern methods of road oonstruotion and ma.intenanoe to the approaohe 

a.nd roadways over these bridges, while desirable from the point of 

view of the public, Would impose upon the Company an expense which 

18 in exoess of their legal liability. 

I r hall be gla.d to hear the. t you are taking a,n early 

opportunity of bringing the matter to the notioe of your Oouncil, 

and perhaps you will advise me, when the Council has considered 
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• question, whether they are prepared to meet the Oompany t s 

representative to disous th matter. t " 

The ~airman said this wa metter in which they should 

haTe ne advice of their Solicitor nd it was deoided to refer 

the matter to Ur. Elgee. 

The following under date 8th January (D.E.O.19/6o/3ll75) 

was' read from the DePuty Ohief gineer, Great Southern ilways:

'It is neoessary that this Company shall rene the super

struoture of Overbridge No.370 at the 94 lI .P. and. Overbridge No . 

378 at the 89~ ·.P. both on th New oss Branoh. 

'These Bridges are both almost identio 1 in span and width 

to Sparrowsland Bridge which was renewed ome three ye rs ago and 

to whioh your Council oontributed the um of £86 representing 

the estimated difference in oost between bridge to carry the 

same loads as the original, and a similar bridge de igned to 

oarry present day traffio up to "the British Standard loadings. 

t I should be glad · to hear from you that your Council is 

prepared to oontribute a similar sum in respeot of eaoh of these 

two Bridges to that they can be renewed to suit present day 

trifflc. 

'As it is neoessary to put the work of renewal of both 

these bridges in hands very shortly, I should be glad of an early 

reply. I n 

The County SUrveyor said he had written to the Engineer of 

the Railway Co., aSking him to give him th exact pOSitions of 

these bridges. 

It we. deoided to adjourn oonsideration of the application 

until this information was forthooming and until the advice of 

r. Elgee, Soliol tor, as to the liability of the Oouncil had been 

considered by the Oouncil. 

Oolonel Gibbon said if anything was being done to railway 

bridges generally they should try and have the three b11~ corners 

Dell' Wellingtonbridge remedied. They were regular death traps and 
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the plaoe from the point of vie of aiety should be remodelled. 

Clerk of iorka Old Jail. 

The meeting having dealt i th the various applioations 

a vote was taken with the fol10 ing resul t:-

For John Armstrong (Dllnmomack}:- essrs Hall , Gibbon, Quin, 

nd the Chairman .......... • • • • • • • ... • ...... • •• • • • • • • .•••••••••• • 4. 
For • Furlong (Kilmore Quay) :- } eBers . cCs.:rthy, Roche, Culleton, 

~yth, Keegan, D'Arcy and O'Byrne •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 7 

For enis Hughes (Tomb ggard):- r. Shannon ••••• ' ••••••••••••• 1 

or Thomas Hendrick. lCOO!cots, iT Xford:t r. H yes .......... l 

For James Kenny. (Oampile 1:- P. Colfer •.••••••••••••••••••••• l 
C J 

It was then decided to eliminate Hughes, Hendrick and Kenny 

and a vote waS taken bet een Armstrong and Furlong. 

Eor Armstrong:- essrs Gibbon, Quin, Ha~l , Sh~lnon, Hayes, 

Colfer, and the ChaiI'm ••• • • ••••••••••••••••• • •••••••• • ••••• 7 

For Furlong :- Messrs oCarthy, Roch , Cl~lleton, Smyth, Keegan, 

pi D' Arcy e.nd 0 ' Byrne. • • • •• • ••••• J " , •••••• " ••••••••••••• " ... 7 

The Chairman said he would not exercise his casting vote 

except at the request of the meeting and the members having 

requested hi~ to do so he voted for Arms.l.rong who was then 

declared appointed 

Return of Deposit 

The Oounty Surveyor said that the Contractor who had failed 

to lodge his tender for reconstruction of Old Jail was Thomas 

O'Toole of Arklow. 

On the motion of Colonel Quin, seconded by the Ohairman, it 

was decided that the deposit should be retained and lodged to 

the credit of the Oouncil •• 

The following under date 24th January,l930, as read from 

r. Elgee, So11citor:-

"Bessrs O'Keeffe & Lynch, Solicitors of Captain Redmond, 

have written to me asking what the Council proposed to do now 

that they have decided to rebuild the Courthouse on the old 

Jail Premises, or if they new propose to purchase out Oaptain 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



Redmond's interest in the old Courthouse. 

'I will be glad to know if I may go on wi th the purchase 

of the rents, and if, so from what source the Purchase Money 

is to come from' It 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. o 'Byrne, seoonded by r. Hall:_ 

"That the County Council be reoommended to apply to their 
loan 

Treasurer for advanoe of the neoessary/to purchase the interest 

of the ground landlords of Old Courthouse site It 

Rosslare Cliff Road 

The following, under date 22nd Janu ary,1930, was read 

from the Hon.Seoretary, Rosslare Tourist and Development 

Association:-

II am directed by the above Association to draw the 

attention of the Council to the very dangerous state of the 

County Cliff Road at Rosslare Strand. 

tAs the Council is aware, the road is in a very bad way, 

and its condition is oontinually growing worse owing to the 

fact that no trouble has been taken to prevent the surface 

water from the road, and worst of all the overflow from the 

reservoir, from taking 1 ts own oourse, with the result that 

the faoe of the cllff is being softened and is oontinually 

slipping into the sea. When this material reaches the sea 

level it is washed away. 

'If something i not soon done with this road and cliff, 
o.k 

it will be washed away and in all probility the newly erected 
" 

reservoir will share its fate. 

'The suggestion of an expert was, that the oliff should 

be -dressed off to a slope, and properly drained. This would 

he said have the effeot of saving the l and and reservoir, as 

well as helping to stop the erOSion. 

'The Association is sure that the Council will not neglect 

this road any longer, as it serves a considerable number of 

houses, whose contribution to the revenue of the County is no 
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mean sum'" 

Colonel Gibbon said they should deal with the whole 

question of the erosion at osslare. He and Mr. Roohe attended 

the meeting of delegates from the County Council, Wexford 

Corporation, exford Harbour Board and the Ross1are Development 

Association as Representatives of the County Council. The report 

of r. Dol p, Engineer, was before the Conferenoe and the County 

Council delegates ere olosely questioned as to the ttitude of 

the County Counoi1. He and Mr. Roche pOinted out that they 

were attending entirely as delegates from the Council and oou1d 

not oommit the latter in any way. r. De1ap 1s report contained 

very serious statements. It pOinted out that no matter what 

steps were taken to protect Ross1are Strand unless the Oliff 

Road on which the Reservoir was situate was safeguarded any other 

works would become useless. The enoroaohment would continue 

around the back of any groynes that would be erected. Mr. Barry 

agreed with that opinion and if the Roads l Committee admitted that 

portion of the Cliff with which they were concerned was all 

---important they would have to oonsider very seriously the references 

made thereto in Mr. Delap's report. First the drainage of the 

road was allowed to run down the face of the cliff without oheck an~ 

waS making the cliff into a sort of spong. It was washing away 

the surface which fell down on the beach and which was afterwards 

removed by the tide. Mr. Delap also pointed out that the over

flow of the Reservoir was allowed to pour down the faoe of the 

Cliff without any protection and it was not necessary to be an 

engineer to realise that if water be allowed to run down in l~ge 

quantitie on such a surface it would soon eat it away. Not only 

that but when testing was taking place the full flow of the 

reservoir was allowed to flow down over the unprotected cliff. 

Mr. Delap proposed that groynes should be built of ooncrete bars 

to allow of their being raised as the sand came in. Mr. Delap 

estimated the initial expenses at £1500 with an annual upkeep of 
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of £1500. This was merely experimental and Mr. Delap 

thought ' if the enoroaohment would oontinue there was no 

saying how far it would go. The protection to Wexford 

harbour would be removed and although a bar might be created 

inside Wexford Harbour to replace the bit of land at the Fort 

1e the sand that would be driven in would be no protection to 

the north slob and it was Mr. Delap's opinion that with the 

first heavy gales from E.S. E.or S. there was grave danger 

of the north Slob embankment being breaChed. He (Colonel Gibbon) 

made it clear to the meeting that the Oounty Council had no 

power to ' spend money on coast erosion and the repair of the road 

as a matter that would have to be decided on the report of the 

Oounty Surveyor. 
~ . 

Mr. Roche said that it appeared the meeting wanted the 

friendly cooperation of the Oounty Oouncil to help them to obtain 

a Government grant for the work. 

The Ohairman asked where ere the Oounty Council to find 

the £1500 of initial expenditure for the protection of the Oliff 

Road. 

Oolonel Gibbon said the idea of the Conference meeting was to 

try and get this by Government grant. Someone had suggested tWthe 

Rosslare people themselves should raise a certain sum. Mr. Kelly, 

of the Hotel, was making some experimental groy~s with sand bags 
1\ 

to see how the sand collects and according to him the Rosslare 

people were really doing something. Acoording to Mr- Delap they 

ould not get to do much with the present Cliff road. It would 

have to be put further baok ,but the existing roadws.y would have 

to be protected by creating a slope of 2 to 1 and putting in 
t;,e. 

proper drainage. The twa would also have to be properly protected. 

The total cost of that would be roughly not less than £3000. 

(Colonel Gibbon then quoted several paragraphs from r. Delap's 

report) • ''0 

The County Surveyor said the primary cause of the trouble 

was when the sea began cutting in at the toe of the bank. It was 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



then impossible to prevent the water getting into the slope. 

Nothing could be done there unles proper proteotion for 

the toe was provided for 200 or 300 yards~ 

The Ohairman asked what about the 10 er portion of the 

shore going towards Ballygeary 1. hat value to the seotion 

from the head of tlle road to the battery would the proteotion 

of the toe at the Oliff road be 7. 

olonel Gibbon said unle s they protected the 300 y rds 

referred 10 by the County Surveyor the whole road and the 

Reservoir ould go as th encroachment would get t the back 

of any groynes whioh would be laid down. 

Colonel Gibbon propose :- "That the Oounty Surveyor be 

directed to immediately go into the whol matter of the proposals 

made in the r port of r. Delap and report on them ith an 

estimate of oost a oon po sible; thi report and estimate 

to be considered at next meeting of the Oounoil. That after 

oonsideration of report of Oounty Surveyor the Oounoil, if they 

oonsider this oourse dvi able, forward proposals to the Govern

ment wi~h a view to obtaining Government grant. That the 

Tourist Assooiation be oommunioated with and th y be also reque 

to make representations to the Government. e are of opinion that 

an expenditur of £3000 for the proteotion of the whole coast lin 

should not fallon Wexford Ratepayers only. That if the wishes of 

the Joint meeting s to Ooast Erosion Oommi sion arranging for 

local sitting be agreed to the Ohairman and other members of the 

Council be reque ted to submit evidenoe. Filing this and the 

Joint Committee deoiding to send deputation to the Government 

to intervie ini ter with view to seouring a grant the delegat~ 

from the County Council be the Chairman and Messrs R. Corish and 

• Jordan, T.D's, who are al 0 member of the Oounoil, and who 

are to be accompanied by the Oounty Surveyor." 

Oolonel Quln seconded. 

The Chairman said he had no ambition to act on the deputation. 

He would be glad to help Rosslare if possible but he would not 
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edvocate the expenditure of a tremendous amount of money from 

the ratepayer • 

14r. D'Arcy - This should be government ork absolutely. 

!he Oh irman said that from Ballyge ry Railway Station 

to oaehill there were aores and acres of land hioh had been 

. hed aw y for the last ten or t elve years and t~e owner 

made every mov pos ible to get rid of payment of annuity ror 

the portion hioh had been washed a; ay but they ere still 

paying for that land hioh had~one out into the s The 

Counoil had made no effort whatever to prot ot the land of 

these people - not the Ie st. When Rosslare was thre tened 

there as a great rumpus .but the Council nev l' looked into 

the case of these isolated ratepayers to whom he referred, 

altho he was sure th y had as just a oase - probably more 

just than osslare had to-day - a th y ere paying for land 

which had been shed into the ea years ago. Now hen they 

had an extra bad winter and some of the plaoe is ashed a 8y 

Rosslare appeared to get frightened and there is a tremendous 

rumpus got up over it. He would be very glad to help to s ve 

Rosalare if 1. t could be done but not at the expense of the 

ratepayers. Ooast erosion was a National question and could not 

be attended to by taxing the few ratepayers in the County WeXford • . 

If a oalamity befel these ratepayers Ho slare lould look on and 

smile. 

In ~eply to Hr. OtByrn , the Oounty Surveyor said that 

some years ago the Government had given a gralt f £?9Q9 to help 

to provide ooncrete blocks for Courtown the OOlnty Council putting 

up £1000. As regards the recent damage the Government declined to 

give anything • 

r. Roche - I asked the Joint meeting the question if 

they were asking any money from the County Counoil and they 

said not. All they want is~co-operation of the Counoil to 

get the Government grant. 
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The Oounty Surveyor said that there was an important 

point to be considered - If they ere to lay down protection 

works~ong the 300 or 350 yards at Oliff Road and no work was 

done northward of that it would be making bad worse as they 

would hold all the shingle and prevent any of it from going 

up. He held. that the protection of the coast from e£osion a 

a national work. 

r. O'Byrne said there were several other places, notablY 

Oourtown and Oahore suffering from ero ion. Th~ Oounty Surveyor 

should make detailed report in regard to these places nd the 

attention of the Ooast erosion 00 lssion shou~be called to 

these places. The deputation if received by the Government should 

also call ttentlon to them. The portion of r. Delap's report 

~e1ative to the Reservoir hou1d be sent the Health Board. 

The Chairman said that they should ask r. Flood, Engineer 

of the Health Board ~ attend the next meeting of the County 

Oouncil as the references to the Reservoir in the report were 

an attack on him. He (Chairman) thought there was a good deal 

of making a mountain out of a molehill in this matter. 

After further discussion the resolution proposed by Colonel 

Gibbon was adopted and it was also decided to invite (r. Flood, 

Engineer to Oounty Board of Health, to attend next meeting of the 

Oounty Oounci1. 

Building ithin prescribed limits 

The County Surveyor said tha~ r. Ennis, A si t nt Surveyor, , 

had reported to him that James , Johnston, Templesh nbo, had erected 

a small timber and iron structure for shop and poet offioe at the 

junction of Roads 231 and 268 known a Thorpe 1 s ero s. 

Yr. nnis submitted letter from Johnsto st ting' he ould 

hs,ve the structure removed in 15 feet which wa as far as he could 

go. In reply to query, r. nnis said he reg rded the building 

as an obstruction. Even if put b ck 30 feet it ould obstruct the 

view. 

The following resolution was adopted:-
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t1 ba nd on st_ cture t T bO ree ntly reo ted by 

hi to di t nee .z -t l~ast 30 '- ..... l'~, frol.1 the {.It'.t, of road. 

2 n1 2~ or oth _ th b"" 11 "::' n . ant lrely 11'0 the 

sit ~ 

l'" • 11" thi tl, a 1 tali t ~.U v -yo , :r por v d th t 01 

2~d J nu shed ithin 

th, pl' -·scribe Ii it Oll. B.o~, ~o . 611e )et. en 11 ton nd 

ountairmuCJ • en ~d. l'I S e ., 01 iI' ~ th 1.'0 d anc ork on tt 

t f d ys o. Devere info ed by ~r. Blrth1stl 

t . h lc,tter 

0,°1. The 

- m~tter to the ounty 

could n~~ b ~~ved b ~ • The structure 

o 01> true ion to th road and did not in erfere with th 

vie • 

It a ~ clded, Colo~ 1 ~in di~_enting, to tak no ctlon. 

31 

Oolonel lbbon 1"0 po .... d a:.'1 0010· .el uin s conded the 

t olution hlch w do ted ~.!::.2!!..:- 1'"nat datal1 of tim t 

for • blio or' be oiroul t d by the County rVeyor to th 

Councillor th Y ~ eon ld9red &.t t 

Council to h 1 0 10th .ebru ry,1930. 1 

The loll ol~tiC)n ad0pc d on the mot~on of . r. 

0 ' YIn,e, ",oonded ·oy x. all:-

'Th t th r ort of ounty Surv yor e pr... nt d to thl 

m etl-1g be wed. i h ... r oy ado t .... d. 

r. oche c lled attention to the oondition of xfoI'd-

Xi or oad. In the viclnity of SlIver pring th re w r pot 

holes nearly a foot nd h If d p. 

r. Birthi tIe 1d the pot holes on thl 1'0 d had b en 

fill d 1 at w ak nd now it w ne 1'ly b d ev r . They had 

held the road fairly well up to Octob r 1 at but with the we ther 

nd tr fflo ae not no to mint in it. They 
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~ 
no material nearer Kerlogue and this would be costly to 

r 

bring ~ to the Kilmore Road. The traffic had doubled 

and a lot more material for its maintenanoe ould be necessary. 

They could not keep it in good condition with bus and lorry 

traffic for the amount allowed. 

It was decided to refer the matter to the County Surveyor. 

Mr . Hayes said that most of the roads were in a very bad 

condition. The road from Bridgetown to Slad was up against 

Gurtins quarry and he could not see why the material in th 

qu ry should not be used to repair this road which was in a 

very poor condition. 

The County Surveyor said it was all a matter of money. 

DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE & ClIRCUIT COURTS 
.... -----.. -----------..... ----_ .... __ ..... _----.... -

Under d te 17th January,1930, the following (216/67) was 

read from the Department of Justice:-

"I am directed by the Minister for ustice to refer to 

your letters of the 17th ultimo and 9th instant on the subject 

of the proposal that sittings of th Cirouit Court should be 

held in future in New Ross, Enniscorthy and Gorey, and to state 

that the matter was referred to the Rule-making Committee of 

the Circuit Court for their observations. 

'I am to inform you that the Minister understands from the 

Rule-making Committee that the existing arrangement, by which 

the sittings are held in Wexford only, is adequate for the needs 

of the County and that it entails no great hardship on litigants 

legal practitioners or Jurors, and they therefore do not propose 

to make any change. tU 

r. OtByrne said the General Council of County Councils 

were making representations to the Government as to the great 

inconvenience caused the public by having the Circuit court held 

in the one town in the County and he Bugge ted conSideration of 

the letter from the Department of Justice should be adjourned 

until a report had been received in the matter from the General 
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Council of County Councils. 

This suggestion was adopted 

CLAIM FOR MAINTENANCE: FA ENT FOR ROAD CONTRACTS ----.. ---.... ---.----... .... --------~---... -------... --------.... 
Under date 16th January Mr. Thomas B. Dunbar, SOlictior, 

Enniscorthy, wrote, that he had been consulted by r. John 

Leonard in connection with Road Contraots for Nos .270E; 269E 

and 2~5E from 1st April 1926 to 31st Yarch,1929. The Contract 

was carried out in compliance with the specification for the 

first two year but owing to the default of the Council no 

material as pr~pared in the quarry as prescribed by the 

specification for the last year's work and consequently Mr . 

Leonard calculated he was at the loss of £13: l~: Od which 

he would have earned if allowed to complete his contract. Before 

instituting proceedings he .wished to know what the Council intend 

dOing in the matter. 

After statements from the County Surveyor and Mr. Cullen, 

Assistant Surveyor for the distriot, it Was decided to instruct 

Mr . Elgee, Solioitor, to defend any proceedings which may be 

instituted by John Leonard against the County Council in reference 

to Road Contracts. 

SLIPPERY ROADS 
---------... ----.. ..-

A re olution was read from the Camolin Branch of the 
• 

Farmer ' Union c lling attention to the number of accidents 

caused by animals falling and vehicles being damaged and 

per ons injured owing to the dangerously slippery condition of the 

main roads. As five or six suchacc1dents had occurred in the 

Camolin District the resolution called on the County Council to 

put soreenings on each side of the roads so as to make them safe 

for traffic. In many ca e the cost of the repair of injured 

carts was more than the amount of the Rates paid by the farmer. 

The Chairman said the County Surveyor should look into this 

matter and provide some screenings for the ne ighbourhood of 

Camolin. 
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Yr. Treanor said that screenings had been provided but 

the road was as bad as ever in a week. These screenings cost 

10/- a loa.d. 

Mr. Hall also called attention to the Soarawalsh road. 

The County Surveyor was direoted to see if he could 

possibly meet the two complaints. 

FORD-OF-LYNG 

In reply to the Chairm n, Mr. Elgee said he had not yet 

been able to discover the names of the Jlob Commissioners and 

until he had that information there as no one against whom he 

could proceed. 

The Chairman said it was surprising if no one was responsible. 

Colonel Gibbon said he had been over t he ' ill of Rathdowney 

one day during the eek and it struck him that the whole surface 

on which the weeds grew had risen by about two feet since he was 

there previously. It might well be within me sur4able time when 

the bridge at Rathdowney would be closed up aijd when the water 

would be always flowing over the roadway. 

r. Elgee s id the only thing he could suggest was to ee 

Counsel and expla.in to him what had arisen since he gave his last 

opinion and see 1f he could suggest anything. The little bit of 

bog in question is derelict. 

r. O'Byrne could not see why the Council could not proceed 

against t he people ho were benefiting by the Slob lands. 

r. Elgee sa id it was in Court several time in the old days. 

The Chairman said as far as he could remember proceeding 

in petty sessions at K111inick were the only ones ever ~en. 

Colonel Gibbon asked if they could approach the Government 

to compel the Slob owners to appoint Commissioner • 

r. Elgee, Solicitor, said that the Government had informed 

Mr. Corish, T.D. that they had nothing to do with the matter. 
I 

Ohairman - Is there no way in view of the Aot of Parliament 

by which you can take proceedings against people for flOoding the 
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.. 
the adjacent roads and damaging the surrounding lands. 

Mr. Elgee - Only against the Oommissioners named under 

the Act. 

In reply to a query he said th~t the Meldon people looked 

after the oanal at pre ent. 

Colonel Gibbon pOinted out that according to the Act the 

Slob people should set up a Board of Commissioners who were to 

be responsible in seeing that the terms of the Aot were oarried 

out as regards drainage etc. So far as he oould see no Commissioner 

were appOinted exoept in the beginning and none were in existenoe 

or under appointment at the present time. His suggestion was to 

get the Government to oompel the appointment of Commissioners. 

Mr. O'Byrne said that the County Council had decided to take 

Court proceedings a inst t~e owners of the Slob but instead of 

that Counsel's opinion as obtained ithout ny order of the 

Council. Th y had been discussing this matter very closely for 

the past two or three years and could get no further and in the 

me ntime the people who owned the Slob were inf1ioting hardship on 

the hole distriot and flooding the roads. If this were done by 

an unfortunate farmer the Council would have had him in jail ~ 
since. 

r. E1gee said when he was given instructions to proceed 

ag.ainst the owners of the Slob he had - in the ordinary course - to 

send the papers to Counsel to settle the summons. Counsel pointed 

out that the occupiers of the Slob were not responsible and th t 

the proceedings should be against the Oommissioners but the latter 

were not in existence. • 

The Chairman said that the pI oe oausing the trouble belonged 

to the owners of the Slob and r. Elgee could prove they were 

responsible. 

Colonel Gibbon proposed:- "That we apply to the Department 

of Justice (or whatever other Department is responsible) and ask 

them to have Commissioners appointed under the Slob Act." 

Colonel Quin seconded and the resolution was adopted. 
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The Chairman said he could not understand that a mere 

disclaimer from the Slob people prevented Mr. Elgee taking 

proceedings. They said this was not their property but he 

(the Chairman)knew it was their prop Ety and remembered ell 

when they cut the sedge there and prevented anyone else 

interfering with it. "ifuy not oompel them to remove the 

obstruction. 

Mr. Elgee - If I can find the Commi sioners I would have 

a it served on them to-morrow but until they are found I 

cannot mov: • 

Chairman - The Slob people own the place where the 

obstruotion occurs and I cannot see why they should not be 

compelled to remove it. 

Yr. Culleton said that r. Joyoe, Summerseat, Drinagh, 

was the Secretary to the Commissioners and acted for " them. 

r. Elgee questioned thi and said that Mr. Joyce was 

only Manager for the owners of the Slob 

PETROL PUMP LICENO S --.. ----... ~-------..... 
Applications for licences for erection of petrol pumps 

from rs Mary Murphy, 6, Island Road, Enniscorthy, and Thoma 

Strettan, Castle Hill, Enniscorthy, were adjourned for reports 

from Oounty Surveyor. 

MATERIAL ON PRIVATE LANE 
---------------........... 

The following, under date 8th January,l929, from r. 

Treanor, A si tant Surveyor, was referred to the Road' Committee 

from the last meeting of the County Council:-

"On 7th instant I found machine broken stone from County 

Council ~arry in Clologue spread on Mr. Mogue Doyle's lane 

adjoining public road No.198. I was not ble to estimate quantity 

spread as a lot of gravelly slig had been used to cover it up • 

• Doyle's address is Clonee, Camolin, and I have written 

him I am reporting matter to you.,n 
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Under date 11th January,1930, Mr Treanor wrote:-

If I wrote you on 9th instant re above and to-day saw 

Mr . Doyle who explained how material was· there. It seem 

lane was badly torn by reoent floods and surfaoe swept down 
, 

to Road 198. He gathered washings and put baok on lane and 

admits uSing two loads of Council's material to repair end If 

lane adjoining road. 

'I am satisfied with his eXplanation and do not consider 

we should proceed further in the matter. t " 

After disou sion, in view of the special oiroumstanoes of 

the case, it was deoided, Colonel Quin di senting, to take no 

action. 
NEGLECT OF HEDGE OUTTING 
---~-~----------------

It was deoided that Mr . Elgee, Solioitor, oommunioate 

with the following who had been reported by Yr. Kehoe, Assistant 

Surveyor, as having failed, after notioe, to out hedges adjoining 

roads and whioh were oausing damage to same:-

John Keane, Blaokhall, Bannow. 

James Pieroe, Newtown, ellingtonbridge. 

Andrew and Catherine Forest, ellingtonbridge. 

illiam J. Crosbie, Graigue, Bannow. 

Alioe and Ellen Daly, Waddingtown, Cleariestown 

Unless they aot on directions from Mr. Elgee they will be 

prosecuted. 

DREDGING AT COURTO N & KILMORE 
--------~-~--------~~-------

Under d te 13th January,1930, Mr. P. Donovan, 13, High 

street, Wexford, wrote that he could give an all-in tender for 

deepening Courtown Basin and entrance and for Kilmore Harbour 

as he had plant to deal with 800 YaRd poil weekly nd epo it 

same at sea. He a prepared to do a good cheap job. 

No order 

• 
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C PILE-BALLYSALLAGH ROAD No .789; 790;839 
~ .. -------------....... --... --... -..... --.. ~-.. ----..... 

Under date 20th January,l930, letter (R/RD/32) from 

the Department of Local Government (Roads) to the County 

Surveyor s read. It pointed out that as regards the 

classifioation of above road whioh the Counoil Were anxious 

should be inoluded in the "link- class no alterations .buld 

be made in Road Classifioations for year 1930-31. 

BRIDGE AT CORAH 
--.--... --------

r. Shannon st ted that a oouple of men had represented 

to him that the sides of the bridge at Corah on road from 

Ballyduff to Tombraok were falling. 

Mr. Ennis, Assistant Surveyor, said this bridge was on 

a by-road. The· walls were down for praotically as long a he 

had the road under his charge. It was job that he would have 

to do sometime. 

-----------.-... ---------
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The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. OtByrne, sec<;mded by Mr. Hall:-:- "That the Minutes of 

Roads Committee for meeting held on 27th JanuarY,1930, be 

received and considered". 

Wexford-Ferrycarrig Road 

(This matter was taken in Committee). 

Under date 5th FebruarY,1930, (R/IR/I07/1) the Local 

GoverThilent Department (Roads) forwarded Order of the Minister 

·empowering the Council to close above Road to the 1st day of 

May, 1930. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. O'Byrne, seconded by Mr. Hall:- "That as application to 

the Minister for Local Government and Public Health for Order 

enabling the Council to close the road from Wexford to Ferry

carrig to 1st May,1930, was contingent on the receipt of a 

written undertaking from Messrs .A. Hull & Co., Contractors for 

reconstruction of said road, and which is not yet at hand, we 

hereby instruct our Secretary to take no steps to comply with 

the provisions of Articles 5 and 6 of the closing of Roads 

(Public Bodies) Regu1ation~ until such time as the Contractors 

have given said written undertaking that they are prepared, in 

addition to any liabilities under their contract, to pay to 

the Council the amount incurred by them for extra maintenance 

of back road from Ferrycarrig to Wexford (the alternative route) 

as from 1st December,1929, to the date of completion of the 

Contract. 

Mr. Hayes asked if the County Surveyor had received any 

complaint that on Tuesday, 28th JanuarY,1930, the Clerk of Works 

(Mr. Denis Whelan) had pointed out to Mr. 1awder, Mr. Hull 1 s 

. foreman, that frost ~as too heavy to allow of any concrete being 

laid but notwithstanding this the foreman kept on with the work. 

In the evening a storm of rain which would wash the cement out of 

the surface come on, and in spite of the directions of the Clerk 
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of Works Mr. Lawder continued with the concreting. He (Mr.Hayes) 

wished .to know if the instructions of a Clerk of Works could 

be ignored in this manner • . 

The County Surveyor said he had the report of Mr. Wh« lan 

in this matter. He had written to the Contractor that if on 

further examination any portion of the road was found unsatisfactory 

it would have to come out. He had noticed the Contractor both 

verbally and in writing several times about this. The attention 

of Contractors' foreman had been called to several matters including 

the incidents referred to . by Mr. Hayes. 

In reply to Colonel Gibbon the County Surveyor said that 

more than half the work had been completed but the job would not 

be finished before the 1st May. 

Mr. Hayes - What explanation did ·the foreman give you as to 

his defiance of the order of the Clerk of Works 7 • 

. County Surveyor - He gave no explanation. 

Mr. Hayes - Have you any guarantee that it will not occur 

again. 

County Surveyor - No guarantee, but I have the pull in this 

way; - that any part of the road which is not satisfactory will 

have to come out. 

Mr. Alex Hull, Contractor, then came before the meeting. He 

said that the question of the clOSing of the road and the carrying 

out of the work was in the hands of the County Surveyor. They 

were obliged to do everything that the Surveyor wished, with regard 

to the time and with regard to the character of the work. He 

could stop them or allow them to go on at his pleasure. To some 

extent he had done that and it was altogether outside the control 

of the Contractors as to what the County Surveyor may do in t .hese 

matters. The principal reason for the delay had been the state of 

the weather. The "wet" this Winter had been greater than for the 

previous 40 years and one of the conditions of the contract was 

that they could not put down concrete When the weather was bad. 

They were doing the best they could and were most anxious to get the 
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the job finished. There was nothing to be gained from their 

point of view by holding up the job. They wrote a long letter 

to the Council explaining the delay. Mr. Hull then referred to 

the letter and to several clauses in the specification and said 

the Council could see the Contractors were entirely in the hands 

of the County Surveyor. 

Mr. Elgee in reply to the Chairman, said it was 14 days from 

. the time he sent the Contract to Mr . Hull for signature before 

he got it back. There was delay about the question of sureties 

after the tender had been accepted. 

In reply to Colonel Gibbon, Mr. Hull said that there had been 

no delay in obtaining material since October. 

Colonel Gibbon said that the weather did not prevent the 

material from being put out and he could not see why the Contractor 

could not have had a second mixer on the section from Farnogue to 

the New bridge and have the work done in reasonable time. The Sub 

Committee had arranged, that in order that the section nearest to 

Wexford should be opened without und~ delay, ferrocrete would be 
f\. 

used on condition that the contractor would emplmy two mixers but 

for reasons of his own the Contractor did not put on two mixers and 

in consequence failed to get the work done in time' and the road 

was closed for months to the great inconvenience of the public. The 

fact that the Contractors did not use a sufficient number of mixer~ 

was responsible for the delay and for the condition of the back road. 

Mr. Hull said that three mixers had been employed on the 

. section from Park to Ferrycarrig. 

Colonel Gibbon - On that section only. 

Mr. Hull - Why they were not on other sections I don't know 

but I know we have no power to do anything except what the County 

Surveyor instructs us to do. 

Chairman (Mr. Doyle) Do you allege by that that the County 

Surveyor held you up to any extent? 

Mr. Hull - I do. It was his arrangement not ours. It was 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



hnly within the last ten days I heard of any complaint as to 

the progress of the work. It amounts to this that we are only 

the servants of the County Surveyor. He could write and complain 

and he never complained. 

The Chairman said it was news to the Council to hear from 

Mr. Hu+l that the County Surveyor had never mentioned anything 

about the delay in carrying out the work HE or that the Contractor 

had exceeded the time limit. 

The County Surveyor pointed out that he had written to the 

Contractor on the 20th November and had pointed out to him that 

the Contract should be finished by the 1st December and asked him 

what seeps he proposed taking in the matter. Since then a formal 

notice had been sent to the Contractor about his failure to finish 

his Contract. 

In the course of further discu·ssion the Chairman pOinted out 

that when the 12 miles of the road from Ferrycarrig to Enniscorthy 

were being concreted the work proceeded without a hitch and there 

was no trouble whatever with the Contractors. But in regard to 

the present small stretch of road half the time of the Council at 

every meeting was taken up discussing it. 

The Chairman then asked Mr . Hull if he was prepared to be 

responsible for the cost of the maintenance of the back road from 

the 1st December to the completion of his Contract. 

Mr . Hull said the delay in finishing the Contract was not his. 

In reply to the Chairman, the County Surveyor said it would 

cost about £500 to restore the back road which would then-~wing to 

the amount of material going into it to deal with present traffic -

be in a better condition than would be needed for its normal traffic. 

Mr . Hull said he would not be prepared to do as suggested. 

The Chairman said this being the case they would proceed to 

the next business. 

Subsequently it was suggested that the County Surveyor should 

see Mr . Hull with a view to ascertaining if 
he .would be prepared to 
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make any offer to meet the cost of the extra maintenance on 

the back road from Ferrycarrig to Wexford. 

The County Surveyor said that he had not been able to 

see Mr. Hull who had returned to Dublin but he had seen the 

Contractor's foreman (Mr. Thompson) to whom he had explained 

the position pointing out that the road could not be kept 

closed unless Mr • . Hull was prepared to meet the Council and that 

it would cause endless trouble to the Contractor if traffic went 

on the road now. Mr. Thompson said he would put the matter 

before Mr. Hull. Meantime while 4e (County Surveyor) was ·at the 

job, . the men handed in a round robin demanding an increase of 

wages from 8d to lOd per hour as from the 14th instant. If not 

granted they would cease work on the following day. Mt. Thompson 

told the men he would have to communicate with Dublin as to their 
s 

demand. The men were paid 33¢4d per week but no allowance was 

made them for broken time. 

Mr. Gaul said the average wages of the men was 32/- per 

week and no allowance for broken time. On Friday evening when 

the men had finished laying the slab ~t 5 o'clock work was knocked 

off and half an hour's pay stopped from the men. This was what 

caused the whole ill felling. 

Colonel Gibbon proposed:- "That the County Surveyor take 

immediate steps to get in touch with Mr. Hull, Contractor for 

Wexford-Ferrycarrig Road, either in Wexford or Dublin, as regards 

the proposals of the Council and if necessary after their consultat-

ion that a special meeting of the County Council be held to deal 

with the matter". 

Oolonel Quin seconded the resolution which was adopted. 

Overline Bridges:-

The County Surveyor said that so far as he could ascertain 

only one bridge - that at Chapel - was dangerous and the Railway 

Company were about to reconstruct that so that it would take heavy 

traffic. 
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It was decided to inform the Railway Company that as 

suggested in the let t er of their General Manager, their Representat

ive,would attend the meeting of the Roads' Committee on the 24th 

instant in order to discuss the question of reconstruction of 

overline bridges. 

Under date 5th February,1930, the following was read from 

Mr. Elgee, Solicitor to the Council:-

"I have now looked into the question of the maintenance of 

the overline bridges carrying the public roads in the county as 

raised by the letter from the Railway Company of the 16th January. 

ult. 

'By Section 46 of the Railways Clauses Act 1845, it is 

provided:- "-That where a Road is carried over the Railway by a 

Bridge such Bridge with the approaches thereto shall be executed 

and at all times thereafter maintained at the expense of the 

Railway Company". 

tIt has been decided, by the House of Lords, in several 

cases, which came before them, that where a Bridge had been erected 

by the Railway Company, which complied at the time of construction 

with the requirements of the Statute· under which the Railway Company 

had constructed same t there was now no legal obligation on the 

Company under Section 46 above referred to to reconstruct or 

rebuild the Bridge so as to accommodate modern heavy traffic for 

which the original structu~e was not suited, and this is now settled 

law, and was adopted by Mr. Justice Hanna, when giving Judgment in 

a recent case brought by the Longford County Council against the 

Great Southern Railways Company for the repairs of the maintenance 

of the Road surface of such .overhead Bridges. 

tOn the other hand however, I cannot find any authority which 

places on the County Council any liability to bear the expenses of 

now placing the overline Bridges in a condition to bear the present 

day h.eavy traffiC, but t he costs of such reconstruction might 

possibly be arranged between the Council and the Railway Company, 

if in the opinion of the County Surveyor the Bridges were now in 
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in a dangerous condition and unable to carry the present day 

heavy traffic. I" 

Wexford Courthouse and Purchase of rents 

Mr. Elgee, Solicitor, submitted further letter from 

Messrs O'Keeffe & Lynch, Solicitors, 30, Molesworth Street, 

Dublin, under date 3rd February stating that unless the 

arrangement come to for the purchase of the interest of Capt. 

Redmond,T.D., was carried through it was the intention to 

prevent the transfer of the amount awarded as compensation to 

the Old Jail site. 

Mr. Elgee sai~ the following were the amounts to be 

provided:- Reps James Barry £240; Redmond Estate £1258; . 

Hatchell Estate £370 and st. Vincent de Paul Trustees, Wexford, 

£280. Even with these the Council would still be liable for the 

payment of £60 per annum ground rent to the Reps of Mrs Sandwith. 

The Chairman said the Council would carry out the 'recommendat

ion of the Roads Committee and apply for the necessary loan to 

extinguish the ground rents as soon as possible. • 

Sealing Contract for Reconstruction of Co. Courthouse 

.The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. OIByrne, seconded by Mr. Brennan:- "That the Contract of the 

Council with Messrs McNally & Company, 3 East Wall,. Dublin, at 

£J551 for reconstruction of County Courthouse be sealed on behalf 

of the Council. 1I 

Cliff Road Rosslare 

The following, under date 7th FebruarY,1930, was read from 

the County Surveyor:-

"As directed by the County Council I have nade further 

inspection of the Coast Road at Rosslare, and submit report. 

'I find that the breaches in the road are extending and 

now there is a continuous length of roadway fallen. I have had 

to put back the post and wire fence with consequent narrowing of 

the travelling surface. At any time there may be a breach which 
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will carry away the road entirely, and prevent thro' traffic. 

It is, therefore, absolutely necessary that immediate steps be 

taken unless the County Council decide to abandon the road. In 

the meanwhile, pending the complete destruction of the road, 

which we are not allowed to close, the Public has a right-of-waw 

over it, and the County Council may be held liable under Third Party 

Claims. This point should be referred to the County Solicitor 

for his opinion. 

ITo the Southward of the Road the coast is now being eroded, 

and th.e marl banks here are slipping. This will tend to further 

endanger the road. 

'Years ago the slope between the road and the shore was 

fairly even, and covered with vegetation, and its toe was protected 

by the raised beach. Surface drainage from the road, which is of 

small area, had little or no injurious action. The normal rain

fallon the bank itself was also negligable at this time, but 

circumstances have altered considerably during recent years. The . 

raised beach protecting the toe of slope has been eroded, with 

the result that the marl bank has been undercut, allowing the 

bottom to fall away. Lack of support at the foot has been followed 

by the slip of sections of the bank above, and step by step this 

slide has worked from bottom to top. Now, under these conditions, 

road drainage and surface r a infa, ll have had most injurious effect. 

The water has penetrated the slope through numerous cracks, and 

making its way down has disintegrated the whole bank. 

'The beach at this place, in my opinion, was very little 4 ffected 

by the annual removal of gravel, and sand for use on roads, farm 

lanes, and new buildings. The materials carted away would in the 

ordinary course of tidal action have passed northwards, being 

replaced by stuff from the South. One thousand cubic yards of 

material ' removed from a stable beach equal in area to that opposite 

the road would not lower the surface by one inch. The travel of 

shingle is usually from South to North, and such material if allowed 
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to travel would be spread over an enormously greater area, and 

its distribution could not be measured. This removal of material 

at one place is merely a reduction by an unappreciable quantity 

in the amount carried northwards, and spread over a wide area. 

There is constant change in the substance of the beach - what 

comes in to-day passes northwards to-morrow. Of course, if the 

supply from the South is not maintained, and the local stuff 

passes on Northwards then there must be a gradual wasting. This, 

in my view, is what has happened at Rosslare. At the land end of 

the approach viaduct to Rosslare Pier there has been, within my 

own knowledge, a very large a~posit of shingle, and the wastage 

at Rosslare Strand is not made good by that amount. The long 

continued Southerly gales this Winter have eaten away the beach 

at the Strand to an alarming degree. There has been no temporary 

southerly movement of shingle,and an insufficient replacement of 

material from the South - the result is obvious. At present there 

is no reserve bank of shingle for the tide to work on. 

'A couple of years ago I suggested putting in a few trial 

groynes to hold the shingle, and make up the beach. Now, after 

full consideration, I am of opinion that the erection of a number 

of concrete groynes on a length of about 550 Lineal Yards of 

beach will prevent further erosion. These groynes are Simple in 

construction, and easily erected. The groynes must be very 

carefully laid out in line and level, and altered as observation 

shall indicate. The whole process must be tentative. It must 

be understood that if the beach is to be made up every cubic 

yard of material counts, · and removal of shingle at the groynes, 

or in their immediate neighbourhood must be stopped. As I expect 

the groynes to stop the northward travel of shingle it is of vital 

importance to note their influence on the beach at The Strand, 

and not cause increased damage there. The making up of the beach 

at an isolated section will no doubt temporarily starve the sections 

to the northward but once this section is restored the future travel 
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of shingle will be restored to normal. 

'When a proper beach has been made up below the road it 

will then be necessary to make good the slope, and set back 

the road. Heavy concrete retaining walls might no doubt hold 

the bank, but this method would be very expensive, and altogether 

unsatisfactory, and probably very costly to maintain. Protection 

to, tGe of slope, either by a new raised beach or by concrete 

retaining wall is essential before any other work should be under

taken. I estimate the cost of putting .in the groynes as above 

noted at £410, and the further cost of making good the bank and 

road, when a sufficient beach is formed, at £450. 

II must point out that Coast Protection Work is such that 

no Engineer can give any guarantee of its stability. Moreover, 

interference with tidal action in one place may have far reaching 

results miles away. Taking the entire foreshore of Rosslare Bay 

as a whole I believe protective and restorative works should be 

undertaken simultaneously, and should be a National charge and 

responsibility.,ll 

Colonel Gibbon said that the County Surveyor had referred 

to the repair and maintenance of the road, but he suggested that 

if the two to one slope referred to by Mr. Delap wer~ given to the 

cliff it would necessitate the removal of the whole road. 

The County Surveyor said it was calculated that in order 

to give the slope of two to one they would have to go twelve feet 

inland, and that would remove most of the road. The point that 

he wished to stress was that the drainage of the road, whieh 

always went down the slopes, and the water that fell on the 

slope itself, did practically no harm until the toe of the cliff 

was under cut as the result of the beach being washed away. The 

first thing they would have to do was to make up the bank, or erect 

a heavy concrete wall (which he did not recommend) to hold the 

slope, but any expenditure on the slope at present would be money 

thrown away - they would have to make up the beach first. He 
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maintained that to a great extent the travel of the shingle 

was held up at Rosslare Harbour. What had happened this 

winter WaS that they had no reaction southward at all, and 

the shingle had all gone away, and they had nothing left now 

at the toe of the bank for the tide to work on. They did not 

get enough stuff coming up from the south. If they put down 

groynes at the cliff they would hold all or most af the 

shingle coming up, and would starve the upper portions of the 

beach, and might cause more injury. 

Colonel Gibbon - ~ur opinion is that the wearing at the 

road is mainly due to the bank of sand formed inside the piles 

of Rosslare Pier. 

County Surveyor - Well, it is accentuated by that. I 

believe it has a big influence on it. 

Under date 8th FebruarY,1930, Mr. Gerald Flood, Engineer 

to the County Board of Health, wrote that owing to a cold he 

was unable to attend the meeting of the County Council but he 

County Surveyor knew all about the mat t er so that his (Mr. Flood's) 

attendance did not matter. Continuing Mr. Flood wrote:- "As 

a matter of fact it was the County Surveyor in the early stages 

of the scheme drew my attention to the damage an overflow would 

do on the cliff, and as a result we fitt~an equilibr~m valve 

on the storage reservoir so that the surplus water would be 

discharged at Ballykelsh instead of at Rosslare. The pipe 

outlet on the cliff is from a scour valve, and it was only used 

once, and even this we decided to discontinue using, and scour 

out the Reservoir through the main when necessary. 

Through some oversight or neglect on the part of the 

Contractor the scour valve from the Reservoir was not completely 

closed and a trickle of water was running over the cliff; this 

is what Mr. Delap saw and assumed it was the overflow. This is 

stopped and we have cut off these pipes from the cliff altogether. 

The only part of the water service that is likely to be in danger 

in the near future is about 150 yards of servi . 
ce ma~n which is laid 
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on the cliff road. To lift these pipes and re-Iay them more 

inland would be a comparatively small job costing probably less 

than £25'" 

With reference to the building up of the beach the Oounty 

Surveyor said that work would have to commence a considerable 

distance below the road, and from that up to the Fort should 

all be done as one job. If they did a bit here and there they 

might do more harm to upper portions of the beach. He waS not 

saying that the County Council should do the work. He suggested 

that it should be a national charge. 
Chairman -

Strange to say at the Pier the land is making and making very 

fast, while a mile and a half higher up it is cutting away. What1s 

the cause of the land making 7. Is it the Pier 7. 

County Surveyor - I think it is. 

Colonel Gibbon - I understand that if we put in the groynes 

opposite our road it may result in the coast eating away opposite 

the golf links and hotels to a greater extent than at present. 

Oounty Surveyor - I believe you would be holding nine-tenths 

of the stuff, and the ti~al action would be working against the 

banks instead of against the beach. 

Mr. Hayes said that the question of coast erosion was 

certainly a national one, but it was not outside the jurisdiction 

of the County Oouncil to call the attention of the authorities to 

what was going on. He thought it would be very bad for the 

Council to sit idly by and see the destruction in Rosslare. He 

did not see that the Oouncil should raise any money in connection 

with the matter, but he thought they should call attention to the 

destruction. 

The Chairman said the Council had no power to spend money in 

connection with erosion, but the situation in Rosslare concerned 

the cliff road, but if the Council could get a reasonable grant to 

help with regard to the road they might come along and assist in 

doing something. If the Council could g t th e e road closed their 
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responsibility would be quite finished. 

Mr· Keegan - Would it be in order to explain that two 

more spring tides will wash out the village of Courtown. 

Mr. D'Arcy - Are we bound to keep that road at Rosslare. 

Mr. Elgee, Council Solicitor, - No, we are not. 

Chairman - If the sea takes the road away are we bound 

to provide a new one 1. 

Mr. Elgee - I donlt think so. 

Chairman - Then there is no question at all about it. 

In reference to the question of rates being paid in 

respect of houses at the place, the Chairman said he did not 

think that rates were being paid on the houses at all, because 

he thought, the majority of them were new houses that the 

Council got nothing for. 

On the proposition of Mr. O'Byrne, seconded by Colonel 

Gibbon, the recommendation of the Roads' Comraittee was adopted. 

Under date 25th January,1930, the Rosslare Tourist Association 

wrote that they would like to have the co-operation of the County 

Council as regards coast erosion and desired the appointment 

of a member or two on a deputation to wait on the Co~st Erosion 

Committee and the Government to secure funds for the work proposed 

by Mr. Delap if that step was considered necessaa:'Y. 

Ford of Lyng 

Mr. Elgee said he had not yet heard from Counsel. 

Mr. Hall said they should either take proceedings at once 

as to the place or drop its consideration altogether. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr. 

O'Byrne, seconded by Mr. Hall:-

"That the Minutes of Roads' Committee in respect of meeting 

held on 27th January,1930, be and are hereby confirmed~ 

KILMORE HARBOUR DREDGING 

The following, under date 7th February,1930, was submitted 
• 

from the County Surveyor:-
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liOn Wednesday, 29th ultimo, the Committee .appointed to 

deal with this matter met at Kilmore. On that date the tide 

was fairly suitable, but the weather was such as to prevent 

more than a mere preliminary inspection. The Oommittee decided 

that the County and Assistant Surveyors should, at the earliest 

opportunity - as weather and tide were suitable - make a thorough 

inspection and take soundings with the assistance of the local 

people who have intimate knowledge of the defects in the work 

carried out. Accordingly detailed report is postponed for the 

present! 
OOURTOWN ROAD AND HAULAGE 

The following resolution adopted at Carters' meeting held 

in Gorey on 1st February and at Tara Hill on 4th February was 

submitted:-

"That for the two-fold purpose of relieving unemployment and 

avoiding abnormal damage to the roads leading from the two quarries 

of Tara Hill and Gorey Hill to the Courtown road, we ask the Co. 

Council to insert in their advertisement inviting contracts for the 

improvement of the Oourtown road, a condition limiting the transport 

of all material from the above two quarries to horse haulage" 

The County Surveyor said he did not consider the proposal 

feasible. 

Mr. O'Byrne said that the roads coming from Tara Hill to 

the Oourtown Road were metalled with sea gravel and if a lorry was 

put on them they would be cut to pieces. It would be better -

in order to save these roads - if haulage was confined to horses 

and carts. 

The Oounty Surveyor said he would endeavour to have the 

Oontractor made responsible to some limited extent for the extra 

damage done to the roads rather tham compel him to use horses for 

haulage. The lorry haulage would cost 7d per yard mile and horse 

haulage would run to lOd and they could not put the difference on. 

to the Oontractor~ 
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It was decided to postpone further consideration of 

the matter until tenders for improvement of the road were 

before the Council. 

PROPOSALS FOR PAYMENT 

The following resolution wroposed by Mr. Hall, seconded 

by Colonel Quin was adopted ~.£QU.:-

"That the several proposals for payment in respect of. 

quarter ended 31st December,1929, including payments to Road 

Contractors and for Public Works, as certified by County 

Surveyor,be and are hereby agreed to." 

REPORT SPECIAL SUB-COMMITTEE ROAD MAINTENANCE 

The above Report was adjourned for consideration on three 

occasions and was now re-submitted. 

Colonel Quin proposed and Mr. Gaul seconded the following 

resolution:- "That the report of special Sub Committee re Road 

Maintenance be adjourned for a further six months." 

Mr. Culleton proposed and the Chairman seconded as an 

amendment that the report be adjourned for one month. 

·On a show of hands 15 . voted for the amendment and 11 

against. 

The Chairman declared the amendment carried. 

COUNTY SURVEYOR'S ESTIMATE FOR PUBLIC 
WORKS. 

The following Estimate was submitted by County 

Surveyor:-

BRIDGES:- Maintenance Repairs 

Wexford £100 £50 
£400 Painting 

Ferrycarrig £50 £450 Bascule 

Deeps £30 £50 including 
Painting. 

Edermine £25 £50 
£200 Painting 

New Ross . £100 £150 
£50 £152 Reconstruction 

or approaches 
in cement-
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Bridges;- Forward 

Mount Garrett 

LOANS:-
Bridges 

Maintenance 
£355 
£20 
£12 

£387 

Deeps £278 
Mountgarrett £913 
Waterford £435 

£1626 

HARBOURS =:-

Repairs 
£1502 

£1502 

Caretaker 

TOTAL £1889 

£1626 

£3515 

Court own Repair £400 including £350 for making 
good storm damage 

Court own Footbridge £30 
Improvement £500 being 50% of cost new gates 

Poulduff 

Carn£.. 

£50 

£20 

£100 Kilmore 
Kilmore £88 being 50% of cost over £400 

Fethard, Slade ) 
. Duncannon l 
Arthurstown & 
Ballyhack £200 

£1388 

COURTHOUSES;-

Wexford £2200 Reconstruction, being difference 
in Contract over Compensation 
allowed. 

Maintenance Enniscorthy, 
New Ross, Gorey & Wexford 
Old Courthouse' £100 

County Buildings 

Drainage: .... 
Kilmannock 

£2300 

£150 

£60 

------- - ------------------------
PUBLIC WORKS ... ES'TIMATE 1930-31 

SUMMARY 
COUNTY BRIDGES:~ Loans £1626 

Maintenance £387 
Repairs £1350 
Reconstruction £152 £3515 
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COUNTY BRIDGES:- Forward £3515 

Harbours;- Repairs £800 
Improvement £588 £1388 

COURTHOUSES £2300 

COUNTY BUILDINGS £150 
DRAINAGE £60 

TOTAL - £7413 

Colonel Gibbon proposed:;"" "That the sum of £450 in County 

Surveyor's estimate for probable repairs to bascule of Ferry

carrig Bridge be struck out. II 

Mr. D'Arcy seconded. 

Mr. Cummins proposed:- "That all monies for B~idges for 

1930-31 be struck out but the motion was not secon~ed and the 

resolution of Colonel Gibbon as to Ferrycarrig Bridge was then 

put and passed. 

Mr. 0 f Byrne pro'posed and Mr. Colfer seconded the following 

resolution which was adopted without dissent:- "That the figures 

in County Surveyor's Estimate for Public Works for 1930-31 (less 

£450 for bascule of Ferrycarrig Bridge which has been deleted)be 

agreed to." 
CLERICAL STAFF OF CO.COUNCIL AND INCRn!ENTS OF SALARIES 

The following motion of which he had given previous notice 

stood in thename of Mr. Corish:-

"That increments of salaries to County Council Officers in 

accordance with letter of Irish Local Government Officials"Union 

under date ~th N~ember,1929, and amanded figures furnished County 

Councillors under date 31st December,1929, be agreed to. If 

The following are the figures:-

J. H. Cadogan, present salary £226: 13: 4d by annual increments 
, of £10 to £312 •. 

T. Moore, Present salary £156 by annual increments of £10 
to £312. 

S. Hayes, salary £156 by annual increments of £7: 10: Od until 
salary reaches £201; then by annual increments of 

£10 to £234. 
J. Moloney, present salary £156 by annual increments of £7: 10/

until salary reaches £201, then by annual increments 
of £10 to £234. 

Radford, present salary £130 by annual increments of £5 to 
£150, then by annual increments of £7: 10/- to £201 
and then by annual increments of £10 up to £234. 

Norton, present salary £118 by annual increments of £5 to 
£156 

Miss Frizelle, present sala~y £117 by 1 . annua lncrements of £5 
to £156. 
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Mr. Corish said that at a previous meeting he made a 

pretty lengthy statement in moving the motion, the figures of 

which he had since amended. What he considered the principal 

points in his statement were the figures he submitted from 

. Kerry, Clare and Donegal. Those figures showed that poorer 

counties than Wexford had a salary list a great deal higher than 

that paid in Wexford. He would again appeal to the Council to 

make the position of the officials working for the Council a 

contented one. What had been asked was, in his opinion, not 

very much, and he believed that in order to have a contented 

staff they should give them something to look forward to in the 

way of increments. He believed that they had a good staff, and 

th~t what had been asked in the motion was not too much. 

Mr. Clince seconded. 

Mr. Hall said that Mr. Corish had stated that they would 

not have a contented staff if they did not give an increase. That 

might be the case but the staff was only a very small proportion 

of people the Council represented, and he was quite confident 

that if they gave the increases they would not have the people 

they represented contented. 

He pressed that each case should be considered separately. 

On the proposition of Mr. Mc6arthy, seconded by Mr. Gaul, it 

was decided by seventeen votes to seven on a show of hands to give 

separate consideration to the case of each of f icial. 

Mr. Cummins held that in accordance with Mr. Corishts motion 

t he cases should all be decided together, but Mr. Elgee said he 

took it that the Council could consider the cases separately if 

they so desired. 

Mr. Corish separately proposed the consideration of granting 

increments to each of the officials' concerned, and Mr. Shannon 

seconded. 

Passed. 

Mr. Cadogan's case was first considered, and in reply to 

a query the Secretary said that Mr. Cadogan had 18 years' service. 
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A po~l resulted as follows;-

For increments:- Miss o 'Ryan, Messrs Corish, Armstrong, 

Clince, Colfer, Cooney, Cummins, Gaul, Hayes, Keegan, McCarthy, 

o I Byrne and Shannon .•.........•.....................•......... 13. 

Against:- Colonel Gibbon, Colonel Quin, Messrs Brennan, 

Colloton,- D1Arcy, Doran, Hall, Jordan, Mayler, Murphy, Smyth, 

Walsh and the Chairman •...•..••••••••..•••••••••.••••••••..••• 13. 

The Chairman gave his casting vote against the motion which 

was declared lost. 

Mr. Moore's case was next brought forward. 

Colonel Quin - Does anyone know the average wage of clerks 

in Dublin? Surely it is not over £3 a week. 

Mr. Corish said he would like to point out that Mr. Moore 

was the principal clerk in the County Surveyor's office and had 

a considerable amount of work to do in connection with road 

grants and things of the kind. 

For Increments to Mr. Moore:- MisS o 'Ryan, Messrs Corish, 

Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, Colloton, Cummins, Doran, 

Gaul, Hayes, Keegan, McCarthy, Doran and Shannon ...•••••.... 15. 

Against:- Colonel Gibbon, Colonel Quin, Messrs Brennan, DIArcy, 

Hall, Jordan, Mayler, Murphy, Smyth, Walsh and the Chairman.ll. 

The motion was declared carried. 

With reference to Mr. Maloney, Mr. Corish said he would 

remind the members that Mr. Maloney was a married man with six 

children. 

In reply to the Chairman, the Secretary said that Mr. 

Maloney was seven years in office. 

For increments to Mr. Maloney :- Miss OJRyan, Mr. Corish, 

Messrs Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, Cummins, Doran, Gaul, 

Hayes, Keegan, McCarthy, OtByrne, Shannon and Walsh •••••••••• 15. 

Against: .... Colonel Giobon, Colonel Quin, Messrs Brennan, 

Colloton, DIArcy, Hall, aord~n, Mayler, Murphy, Smyth and 

the Chairman ......•••...•..•................••..•..•••..••••• 11 

Mr. Corish said that Mr. Hayes was also a very efficient 
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officer with a responsible position under the Council and 

he thought that Mr . Hayes' case should get due consideration 

also. 

For Increments to Mr . Hayes :- Miss O'Ryan, Messrs Corish, 

Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, Cummins, Doran, Gaul, Hayes, 

Keegan, McCarthy, Of Byrne and Shannon ••••••••••••••••••••••• 14. 

Against:- Colonel Gibbon, Colonel Quin, Messrs Brennan, Colloton, 

D'Arcy, Hall, Jordan, Mayler, Murphy, Smyth, Walsh and the 

Chairman •••..••••..••...••.••.••.....••...•.••••••.•.••..••• 12. 

The Chairman declared the motion carried. 

The case of Mr . Radford- was then dealt with, the poll 

resulting as follows:-

Fo~ increments to Mr . Radford:- Messrs Armstrong, Clince, 

Colfer, Cooney, Corish, Cummins, Doran, Gaul, Hayes, Keegan, 

McCarthy, OtByrne, OtRyan and Shannon ••••••••••••••••••••••• 14. 

Against:- Messrs Brennan, Culleton, D'Arcy, Gibbon, Hall, Jordan, 

Mayler , Murphy, Quin, Smyth, Walsh and the Chairman ••••••••• 12 

The Chairman declared the motion carried. 

With reference to the cases of Miss Norton and Miss Frizelle, 

Mr . Corish said that a great many people were of opinion that 

£156 a year would be too much for ladies. He was not of that 

opinion. Sitting at a typewriter every day was a very monotonous 

task, and a task which required concentration. He thought that 

ladies as efficient as Miss Norton and Miss Frizelle should be 

given encouragement. 

A poll was taken with the following result:-

For Increments to Misses Norton and Frizelle:- Miss O'Ryan, 

Messrs Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, Corish, Cummins, Gaul, 

Haye~, Keegan, McCarthy, OIByrne and Shannon ••••••••••••••••• 13. 

Against:- Messrs Brennan, Culleton, DtArCY, Doran, Gibbon, Hall, 

Jordan, Mayler, Murphy, Quin, Smyth, Walsh and the Chairman •• 13. 

The voting being equal the Chairman gave his casting vote 

against the motion which he declared lost. 
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b' 
Mr. OtByrne said he would give notice of motion to rescind 

the decision of the Oouncil in the case of Mr . Oadogan and Mr. 

Oooney intimated he would give a similar notice of motion as 

regards the decision in the case of Miss Norton and Miss Frizelle. 

APPOINTMENT OF OLERIOAL ASSISTANT 

The Secretary submitted the following results of exam~nation 

of applicants for the position of Olerical Assistant in Oounty 
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4 Edward Stafford, Baldwinstown. Did not sit for Examina 

7 Thomas Dunne, Borrmount. 

It was decided to take a poll between the two qualified 

candidates and which resulted as follows:-

For Donohoe:- Messrs Armstrong, Olince, Oooney, Oorish, , ~!a.w, 

h.RtI¥, Qma::iJtN., D'Arcy, Gaul, Gibbon, Hall, Hayes, Jordan, McOarthy, 

0' Byrne, Quin, Shannon and Walsh •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ' .. 15. 

For Browne:- Messrs Brennan, Colfer, Culleton, Oummins, Doran, 

Meyler, Murphy, O'Byan and Smyth ••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 9. 

The Chairman, who did not vote, declared Mr. Donohoe appointed. , 
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Mr. Keegan was not present when the vote was taken. 

The following resolution was then adopted on the motion 

of Mr. O'Byrne, seconded by Mr. Clince:- "That Patrick M. Donohoe, 

5, William Street, Wexford, be appointed Clerical Assistant in 

Wexford County Council Offices at a salary of £90 rising by 

annual increments of £5 conditional on satisfactory service to 

£150; appointment to be probationary for one year and to ZhB be 

subject to the sanction of the Minister for Local Government & 

Public Health~and to Mr. Donohoe making Declaration under Section 
71 of Local Government Act 1925" 

Mr. Gaul moved the following resolution which was seconded 

by Mr. Keegan:_ "That candidates who failed at exa~ination for 

appointment of Clerical Assistant in County Council Offices be 

afforded an opportunity of inspecting their examination papers~ 

Mr. Murphy moved and Colonel Quin seconded the following 

as an amendment:-

"That unsuccessful candidates at examination for Clerical 

Assistant in County Council Offices be supplied, on application for 

same, with the marks obtained by them at the examination for this 

position. II 

The Chairman declared the amendment carried. 

Colonel Quin stated they were very sorry that Brother Markey 

could not see his way to act as heretofore in the examinations. It 

was a rather regrettable incident., and he (Colonel Quin) was of the 

opinion that they should express their regret to Brother Markey. 

The Chairman stated he understood Brother Markey was very 

sensitive over what took place and that he felt justified in his 

attitude. He (Chairman) was of the opinion that the Council did 

all they could at the previous meeting to make it clear that the 

Council did not mean any insult. In his opinion no insult was meant 

towards Brother Markey. Remarks were made ·which the members of the 

CounCil, if in Brother Markey t s position, -would possibly resent. The 

Council were sorry that Brother Markey could not see his way to 

continue doing what the Council asked him. As he had declined the 
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Council were let in for £3 or £4 expense. 

it. 

Colonel Quin - I am very sorry that he has stopped domng 

APPOINTMENT MEMBER OF CO. COMMITTEE OF 
AGRICULTURE AND TECHNICAL INSTRUCTION 

Mr. Cummins said that at the last meeting of the above 

Committee Mr .Colfer and himself had been asked to nominate a 

successor to the late Mr. John J. OIByrne in view of the fact 

that Mr. O'Hanlon declined to act. They put forward the name 

of Mr. Henry P. Gahan, Littlegraigue, Fethard, to fill the 

vacancy and he proposed Mr. Gahan's appointment. 

Mr. OIByrne seconded • . 

Colonel QUin proposed and Mr. Culleton seconded the follow

ing amendment:- "That owing to the size of the Co. Committee of 

Agriculture & Technical Instruction no appointment be made to the 

vacancy in membership caused by death of Mr. John J. O'Byrne." 

On a show of hands the amendment was defeated and Mr. Gahan 

was declared appointed. 

WEXFORD-ROSSLARE ROAD - TENDERS 
---_ ..... _---.....-.----_ ... _---------

Two tenders were received for reconstruction of above 

road, viz., South of Ireland Asphalt Company, 7 & 8 Lo~er Abbey, 

Street, Dublin at £11679: 14: 4d and T. J. Moran & Co., Ltd., 

Dolphin Works, Crumlin Road, Dublin, at £12,994. 

The County SUrveyor said that the amount the Council had 

available was £9,035 so that both tenders were considerably over. 

Messrs Moran's tender for the actual concreting part of the job 

was inside the estimate, but they had sent a let t er in which 

they stated with regard to the other portion of the work that 

. their tender was for the re-surfacing of the roadway between 

Kerlogue and Ashfield with tar macadam. They were afraid that th¥y 

could not give the Council a satisfactory job if isolated patches 

were left without complete re-surfacing. The matter had been 
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had been discussed between the Local Government and the County 

Council and what was proposed to be done was simply a temporary 

measure as regards the portion of the road referred to in the 

letter. They were doing the far end of the road in cement bound 

macadam, which would be a permanent job, but with regard to the 

other portion they were only to get it into fair condition· until 

they might be in a position to do permanent work on it later. 

Messrs Moran's tender was for resurfacing in tar macadam instead 

of doing patchwork. 

Mr. OtByrne proposed and Mr. Culleton seconded the follow

ing reso1ution:- "That we refuse to accept either tender submitted 

to this meeting for the improvement of Wexford Ross1are Road as 

they are considerably above the Estimate. That the work be given 

in charge of County Surveyor at £9035 plus £240 for preliminary 

work and that the Local Government Department (Roads) be requested 

to sanction this proposal." 

The Chairman said he could not understand that the Rosslare 

Strand portion of the road was to be done with cement, while the 

other portion was to be left to patchwork. There was about 

double the amount of traffic on the Wexford end of the road. From 

Ross1are Harbour in the summer they had about four times the 
that . 

amount of motor traffic/they had. from Ross1are Strand. 

The County Surveyor said he had explained that the road from 

Ashfield to Ross1are could not be maintained in any other way than 

the way in which it was proposed to deal with it, in view of the 

constant motor traffic on that road all through the year. There 

was more motor traffic on it than on any other road in the County. 

That road had been maintained by sea gravel in the past and it was 

found impossible to maintain it and keep it from being a series of 

potholes. With regard to tne other portion of the road, if they 

were to decide to completely re-surface it they would not be able 

to do more than half with the money available and would not be 

able to do the concrete piece at all. The idea was to do the 
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7 
concrete portion in a permanent manner and do the other portion 

in a fair way. That would give a life of four or five years, and 

then possibly when g?ants would be available the whole of the 

road might be reconstructed. 

Ohairman - But you are talking about the extraordinary motor 

traffic from Jones 1 Oross to Rosslare. Must not that traffic 

all 'pass over the Wexford Road along with what comes from Rosslare 

Harbour 1. 

Oounty Surveyor - Yes, but it is a sounder road. 

Mr. , Oorish - I certainly don't . understand the pOSition as 

presented to~s by the Oounty Surveyor to-day and I move now that 

the matter be sent back to the Roads Oommittee for reconsideration. 

Oounty Surveyor - And hold it up the whole year 1. You 

are getting a grant to do specific work and if you don't do it 

you will have to re-open the whole question. 

Mr. Oourtney, Local Government Inspector, said that the 

Oounty Surveyor submitted an estimate for something over £19,000 

for the complete re-surfacing of the whole road. That amount was 

not available,apd he (Mr. Oourtney) was sent down to see what 

the most urgent portion of the work was and what could be done 

with a reasonable expenditure. The road from Ashfield to Rosslare 

had to be done. It was in such a condition that it could not 

be improved by ordinary maintenance or by any cheap form of work 

on account of x«~ its narrow width, and it was decided that the 

best and cheapest type of re-surfacing would be cement-bound 

macadam. It seemed to him at the time that the cost for that 

portion would be about as much as could be passed by the Road Fund 

this year. On examining the Kerlogue to Ashfield road he found 

that it was sound, that its condition was not too bad and that if 

a large amount of money were spent on a high type of maintenance 

work it could be brought into a really good condition. It was 

on that basis they arranged the amount of money to be spent. By 

a higher maintenance of that road it would be brought into a 

condition nearly as good as they would get by completely re-surfacing 
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J 
it. It would be wasting the life still in the road to re-surface 

it now. They would get a reasonably good road with smaller 

expenditure and would get a few years' more life out of it, and 

then they could re-surface it. That was the method under which 

the Scheme was arranged. The road from Ashfield to Rosslare had 

no life in it. The body of the road had gone. The road from 

Kerlogue to Ashfield had some life in it, and what they really 

wanted to do was to make it comfortable for people while using 

up the last years of its life. 

At this stage the Chairman left the meeting and Colonel 

Gibbon, Vice-Chairman, took the chair. 

With reference to the question of the amounts in the tenders 

exceeding the estimate, the Chairman asked 1ikat would there be a 

chance of the Department giving the extra grant to meet the amount 

required by the tenders 1. 

Mr. Courtney said he thought the Department had given as 

much as they were going to give. 

Mr. Hall said they had been under the impression that a 

complete job was to be done on the Roaslare Road. When they took 

on patchwork they did not know what they were going to do. They 

might spend £100 a mile and might spend £30. 

Mr. Corish said that he was satisfied with Mr. Courtney's 

explanation and would withdraw his proposition to nave the matter 

referred back to the Roads' Committee. 

After further discussion Mr. OIByrne's resolution refusing to 

accept either of the tenders submitted and asking the Department 
.. 

of Local Government to agree to have the work carried out by 

direct labour under the supervision of the County Surveyor waS 

put and passed ~.~. 

NEXT MEETING OF CO. COUNCIL 

It was decided that next meeting of the County Council be 

held on Monday, 3rd March especially for the purpose of considering 
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the Estimate of Rates for year 1930-31. 

At this stage, owing to the lateness of the hour, Mr. 

Hall proposed and Mr. Brennan seconded the following resolution:~ 

"That consideration of the remainder of the business on the 

agenda pa~er be adjourned to next meeting ~ 

On a show of hands the motion was defeated by 9 votes to 

6 and the meeting continued. 

DE-RATING COMMITTEE OF INQUIRY 

Under da te 24th January,1930, the Secretary t~the Commission 

of Inquiry into De-rating wrote forwarding for the information 

of the Council a copy of the terms of Reference of the Commission 

and inquired if "the Council desired to submit any evidence relating 

to the objects of the Inquiry. All evidence should, in the 

first instance, be submitted in the form of a written memorandum 

after consideration of which the Commission w0uld decide if it 

was necessary to have it supplemented by oral evidence from 

Representatives of the bodies submitting it. 

The terms of Reference were then read. 

The Chairman suggested that Mr. Corish and Mr. Jordan, 

T.D.'s might state their views on the matter. 

Mr. Jordan said it would be very desirable if the Council were 

in favour of de-rating for some members to give evidence before 

the Commission. 

Mr. Oorish said the matter of de-rating was one of great 

importance, and he was of opinion that some member should be 

appointed to appear on behalf of the Council before the Commission 

and give evidence~ and as indicated by the Commission, a 
vW 

memorandum sent bi. before then. He, however, did not think that 

that meeting at the end of the day could properly consider it and 

arrive at definite conclusions. " The Oouncil should adj ourn the 

matter and appoint a Committee to examine the question of de-rating 

in all its aspects, and submit their views to the Council. ~e-rating 

covered a wide field, and at once he would say he was not in favour 
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of de-rating a farmer who kept one man and a gog. The farmer 

who tilled his land and gave employment Should get some relief. 

Mr. Cummins said he could not understand why any Commission 

on ,de-rating should have been appointed and he also could not 

, understand why the Oouncil should be asked to send representatives 

to give evidence. De-rating was required to relieve the farming 

community, and it was unnecessary to set up a Commission to inquire 

into it. He suggested the Council should pass a strong resolution 

demanding of their representatives to take action to have de-rating 

brought into operation and have legislation passed in the next 

session. All that Mr. Blythe had to do if the Government was 

anxious to have de-rating was to get a copy of the ~ill from 

the Government of Northern Ireland. 

Mr. Ouwmins, concluding, said he moved a resolution embodying 

his remarks on the subject. 

Mr. Cooney What is de-rating going to cost the country 1. 

Mr. Jordan That is what the COIDnlission is going to inquire 

into. 

Chairman The whole question before us is ahall we appoint 

certain members to prepare evidence and send a memorandum of it 

to the Commission, and have a member or members appointed to give 

evidence before the Commission. 

Mr. Cooney said there was an impression abroad amongst 

townspeople that they were going to be hit if de-rating came into 

operation. 

The Chairman proposed that the Chairman and Vice Chairman 

of the Council, Mr. Corish, Mr. Jordan and two members of County 

Committee of Agricultmre, the latter to be non-members of the 

County Council, be appointed to prepare evidence. 

Mr. J. E. Walsh - How can we submit evidence without knowing 

how de-rating is to be met. You would want to know how it will 

affect the cormnunity and until you know where they are gOing to 

get the money to provide for de-rating you cannot submit evidence. 
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Mr. Cooney said they would want to know if the money 

required for de-rating was to be put on to the price of the 

commodities which the people required. 

Mr. Cummins replied it would not be obtained as suggested 

by Mr. ~ooney. It could be obtained through the land annuities, 

which were being sent out of the country. 

After further discussion the following were appointed a 

Sub-Committee to go fully into the matter and prepare memorandum 

of evidence for next meeting of the County Council, viz., The 

Chairman, Vice Chairman, Messrs Cor ish, Jordan, Cooney and Hall 

(representing the County Oouncil) and Messrs William Thorpe and 

A. McCann represent ing the 00. Committee of Agriculture & Technical 

Instruction. To meet in County Council Chamber on 15th February, 

1930, at 10.30 a.m. 

PROPOSED APPOINTMENT OF COUNTY MEDICAL OFFICER 

Letter under date 7th JanuarY,1930, (P.H.1363/30 Loch 

Garman(H) relative to proposed appointment of County Medical 

Officer and which is set out in full on Minutes of County ·Council 

meeting of 13th JanuarY,1930, was submitted. 

Mr. Jordan proposed,and Miss O'Ryan seconded,the following:

"That,owing to the lateness of the hour, consideration of 

letter from Local Government Department, under date 7th January, 

1930, relative to appointment of County Medical Officer be adjourned 

to meeting of County Council on 3rd March, 1930. " 

The resolution was adopted. 

Mr. Corish asked that this matter appear on ag~nda paper 

for next meeting immediately after reference to Roads' Committee 

Minutes. 
ANNUAL BUDGET 

6ircular letter from Department of Local Government 

(A.S.Cir.ll/1930), relative to preparation of Annual Budget 

and making and collection of Rates was read. 

The following resofuution was adopted on the motion of 
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Mr. O'Byrne, seconded by Mr. Hall :- "That the Department of 

Local Govermnent be requested to consent to the County Oouncil 

meet.ing on 3rd March,1930, for the purpose of considering the 

general estimate of Rates and Estimate of Rates for separate 

charges for fiI?-ancial year 1930-31." 

OVERDRAFT ACCOMMODATION 

The following, under date 30th December, 1929, (G.92498/ 

1929 Loch Garman Fa) from Department of Local Government was 

read:-

"With further reference to this Department's letter of even 

date sanctioning the continuance of overdraft accommodation not 

exceeding £40,000 on the Council's Account, I am directed by the 

Minister for Local Government and Public Health to state that he 

views with anxiety the continuance of so large an amount of 

accommodation by way of overdraft and desires that the position 

be fully considered with a view to making adequate provision 

in the rate for 1930/31 to obviate a recurrence of the applicat-

ions which have been made during this financial year~ 

It was decided to refer this letter to the meeting of 

3rd March. 
LEASE ' OF COUNTY INFIRMARY HOUSE &C. 

Under date 14th JanuarY,1930, the Department of Local 

Government wrote (p.lo06/30(Pb)Loch Garman) stating that the 

Minister was prepared to consent to the proposal of the Council 

in the matter and to grant a lease of the Infirmary House to 

Dr. Furlong. When the lease was executed it should be forwarded 

'the Department so that formal consent could be endorsed on it. 

Referred to Mr. Elgee, Solicitor. 

REPORT OF AUDITOR ~ CO. HEALTH BOARD 

RePort of Local Government Auditor on his audit of the 

accounts ' of Co .• Wexford Board of Health and Public Assistance ' 

which accompanied letter of Local Government Department under 
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date 28th JanuarY, 1930 (A.4910/30 Loch Garman F. L.) , was 

read. 
LOANS FOR IMPROVEMENT OF ROADS 

TlE following under date 4th February, 1930, (R/RGH/32) 

was read from Department of Local Government (Roads):-

IIWith reference to the minutes of proceedings of the 

Wexford County Council at their meeting held on 25th November 

last and to the Road Works Scheme which was forwarded by you 

to this Department on 4th ultimo, I am directed by the Minister 

for Local Gover~ment and Public Health to state that the works 

for which it is proposed to borrow sums of £6,000 and £1,500, 

respectively, viz~., the resurfacing in cement macadam of the 

Gorey-Courtown Road and the resurfacing in cement macadam of 

the Clohamon- Bunclody Road, are works of improvement and should 

not appear under the head of "Repair fl in the Road Works Scheme. 

I I am further to inform you that upkeep grants are not 

payable in respect of expenditure from loans. til 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

:Mr . Corish, seconded by MI" Doran:- "That we protest against 

the action of Local Government Department in refusing to make 

any grant or subsidy towards the cost of loans for improvement 

of Main or trunk roads . The sruns proposed to be expended 

through loans really represent intensified maintenance. For 

instance, if as regards Gorey~Courtown Road the Council were to 

spend £1000 a year for maintenance in the forthcoming six years 

they would receive from the Government £2400 . But the expenditure 

of the £6000 in the coming year by loan will reduce the amount 

for maintenance of this road to a very small sum for the succeeding 

six with a consequent saving to the Department. We impress upon 

the Department that their refusal to make any recoupment on loans 

raised for road improvement is a retrograde step and will be a 

great drawback to Councils which are anxious to bring up certain 

roads to a really efficient standard . 
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II 
A number of Oouncillors now left the meeting and the 

Ohairman declared,as a quorum would not be present, the 

remainder of the business . should be adjourned to the meeting 

of 3rd March, 1930. 
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