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your council's opinion that 1€-such an effort should prove

to be successful, the Wexford farmers and livestock exporters h'l
would suffer a loss which could not easily be righted. Tke t
Irish Shipping Co. which is for some weeks operating between

Dublin and Birkenhead by the same owners, has also received

the unanimous support of this association, and since its

inception at Dublin has been a complete success, we are glad ’
to say. It is our intention that it shall continue to be so, ‘

and although we may be on the eve of a period which will test i
to the utmost the loyalty of farmers and emporters towards the 't

independent Irish Shipping Companies, we feel, and it is our f
ardent desire, that with the faithful}J co-operation of all those
who are in a position to help, that any attempt of the associateéd I‘ﬂl
Coast Line Companies to nullify the courageous activities of an I||
Irish independent shipping company will prove fruitless. The “
moment is opportune for seeking a reasonable, but not un- ;
economic, rate for the transport of live stock, and already a |
move in that direction has been made by some of the Coast Line
Companies. These reductions, anticipated and actual, will
last only so long as the opposition is there, and should we be
so unfortunate as to lose the lever which makes such reductions
possible, a speedy return to the general existing rates would
be made. This letter is being sgent in the spirit in which
it is written, andﬁt is hoped that your council will not inter- '
pret it as an attempt to dictate to the people of Wexford." a
Mr. O'Byrne proposed a resolution approving of the
Association's letter. He hoped that the farmers would stand
py the Wexford company. Exporters might get a cheaper rate
now, but if the local company disappeared the rates would go
up again.
Mr. Culleton seconded, and said he would be very much
surptised if people withdrew their support from the Wexfard
Steamship Company.

The Chairman said all the members were aware of the big




-, ers to support the livestock trade that was being carried on

effort made by the farmers to establish a boat in Wexford.
For a number of years they had been soliciting, suggesting

‘and doing everything else in their power to try to get

another company to carry live stock, and they point-blank
refused. Through the efforts of different bodies in the
county, and through the great pluck and energy of their towns-
man, Mr. Stafford, there was a boat put on to carry the far-
mers' and dealers' produce and livestock to Birkenhead, and
elsewnhere if required. He thought it would be a crying
shame if the farmers of the County were to let down such a
service now, emen if they could ship their livestock a trifle
less by another line g of steamers, that at one time would not
give the least consideration or hearing to the farmers of the
County. He thought it would be a shame if the Wexford Soundy
were let down, and if it were let down there would,perhaps,

in a few years, be again no livestock carrying company at all,
and he thought the rates would be increased if the competition
was put out of action. He would 1ike the farmers and deal-

in Wexford by the Wexford Steamship Company, in the future
as they had done in the past. m

Mr. O'Byrne's proposition was passed. h”t
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A meeting of Wexford County Council was held in
County Council Chamber, County Hall, Wexford, on 28th
December, 1931.

Present:- Mr. M. Doyle (Chairman) presdding; also
Messrs James Armstrong, John Brennan, James Clince, Patrick
Colfer, Thomas Cooney, Richard Corish, John Culleton, John
Cummins, Timothy F. D'Arcy, John Doran, James Gaul, Col.C.M.
Gibbon, James Hall, Patrick Hayes, Thomas McCarthy, Sean
O'Byrne, Miss Nellie O'Ryan, Col.R.P. Wemyss Quin, James
Shannon, Myles Smyth and James E. Walsh.

The Secretary, County Surveyor, Mr. Elgee and the
following Assistant Surveyors were also in attendance:-
Messrs John Kehoe, Thomas Cullen, R.J. Ennis, P. QO'Neill,
and J.F. Birthistle.

The Minutes of last meeting were confirmed.

THE LATE MICHAEL A. KEEGAN

The following resolution which was adopted in silence
on the motion of Mr. O'Byrne seconded by Col. Gibbon, was
spoken to by Messrs Hall, Smyth, the Chairman, Co. Secretary,
and Co. Solicitor:- "That we offer Mr.W.P. Keegan our
esteemed colleague, and to Mrs. Keegan, our heartfelt con-
dolence in the death of their only child Michael Aloysius,
cut off in the flower of his youth. We assure them that we
deeply deplore their loss and sorrow with them in their
tragic bereavement."

COUNTY SURVEYOR'S REPORT

The following monthly report was submitted by County
Surveyor :-

"As ordered by the County Council at their meeting
on the 14th instant I have gone through the Provisional Road
Works Scheme, and amended same according to directions,
I have added to the list of lanes agreed to be repaired,
that they are subject to preliminary work being done by




local people, and the cost of these I hawe deducted from

the Main Roads, taking account of the requirements of éach.
I have allowed the amounts set off in the Urban Areas for
Main Roads as originally agreed to with the exception of an |
additional £100 to Wexford. fl

There 1s another item of expenditure in the coming year i
which must be provided for, and that is the maintenance of the
Kilmannock Drainage Area. During the present year there was
an expenditure of about £20 which had been previously raised, .
put it was subsequently allowed the Ratepayers in the Area [
as a "set-off", and this must now be provided for, as well as |
a sum of £20 for the coming year. There will thus be a sum
of £40 to be raised.

On the night of 23rd-24th November last there was damage
done to a small relieving arch at Clohamon Bridge, and as all i

the Main road traffic is now diverted this way it was essential
to have it immediately repaired, and this has been done at a [T
cost of £45. The same floods sarried away road fence walls

in a number of places between Ryland Turn and the Bridge, and

I am in doubt as to the Council's liability for their re-build-
ing. These walls are being constantly damaged by floods, i
and I suggest that if the Council be liable that a railing
should be erected instead of a solid wall so as to allow free

for
passage/flood water. This will cost about £35. I do not !

contemplate carrying out any extensive works to the walls,
even if the Council be liable as this would run intd hundreds
of pounds and I suggest that the matter be referred to the 1

County Solicitor for his opinion.

The District Justice pointed out to me alterations he
wanted done in Bunclody Courthouse, and on the 22nd instant |
1 examined the place thoroughly with a local carpenter. 1
now have estimate for the work amounting to £3: 1¥8: 0d, and

ask for your direction in the matter.




I have in hands the laying of the concrete floor
in the County Recorde7Rocm, as agreed to at a former meet-
ing, and the work 1;/nearly completed.

I have been in communication with the Local Government
Department in regard to allocation of Unemployment Grant.
The Department requires particulars of the available un-
employed labour in the four districts, and details in regard
to suggested works. Those already mentioned are not in
connection with roads, and perhaps the Council may offer
suggestions at their meeting.

I have a letter from Mr. William Murphy, Machinery
Overseer, asking the Council to now consider tne matter of
making his appointment permanent. This matter was before
the Council sometime ago, and pending my report on the work- |
ing of the new machinery it was adjourned. I certainly
can substantiate his statement in regard tosthe efficient
mamer in which the machinery has been maintained, and in |
which he has carried out his duties. He has been in the \
employment of the Council for about lb years, and during :
the whole of that tlﬁna.s been a most efficient Officer, |
and I am satisfied carried out his work in a most economical _
manner, and he has given entire satisfaction to myself and |
the Council. The reports of the Insurance Inspectors have |
always set out that the machinery has been maintained in the
highest possible manner." .

ROAD WORKS SCHEME

The following under date 23rd December, 1931 (R/RGM/32)
was read from the Department of Local Government (Roads):-—
"I am directed by the Minister for Local Government
and Public Health to refer to your letter of the 21st instant
on the question of the amount which the Wexford County
Council propose to allow for the upkeep of the roads of the i

County in the year 1932-33%; and to state that the Minister
Would not feel justified in making any maintenance grant
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if the sum to be raised from rates in respect of main roads
were restricted to £10,210 (i.e. £17,016 less 40 % thereof).
Such a figure falls much too short of what the position
requires,

"It is to be noted that the County Council have i ?
actually deducted from the inadequate sum of £17,220, pre-
viously allotted by them for the upkeep of main roads, a Il -
sum of £210 in respect of the taking over of lanes. The
Council by the taking over of lanes are imposing upon the
ratepayers of Wexford practically for all time the liability
for the maintenance of such lanes, as one® such lanes are
taken over it becomes the duty of the Council to maintain
them. There is also, of course, an assumption of liability | i

| |
in respect of a larger mileage of roads on foot of negligence

T L _

in the performance of the duty. Such a proposal is wholly 2 |

inconsistent with the views as to economy in the ratepayers'
burdens expressed in the Minutes of Proceedings of the IQ
Council on the 14th instant. The Minister, of course, can
express no opinion as to the validity of the Council's pro-

posals in regard to the taking over of lanes. Attention

is drawn to the concluding paragraph of the Minister's

circular letter of the 18th instant (RGM/EOl/}l) as to the i

effect of the taking over of new roads on the question of J [

the grant for upkeep of Main Roads. : |
Grants towards the cost of the upkeep of roads can | f

only be madehn cases where reasonable sums have, in all

the circumstances, been voted by County Councils. The .

Minister would be prepared to notify a grant of £10,102 if

the Council, in reconsidering the matter, decide to allow

the same amounte for the upkeep of main and County roads
as for the current financial year. It may be possible

that the Council could effect some economy in respect of

improvement works or repair works of a minor character."

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES




5/

The following Circular letter (No.RGM/201/31) under
date 18th December, 1931, was read from Department of Local
Government (Roads):-

"I am directed by the Minister for Local Govermment
and Public Health to refer to the above scheme, and to ask
you to be so good as to furnish in due course particulars
(including cost) of proposals passed by the County Council
for the

(a) Making of New Roads;

(b) Maintenance of roads not previously repaired.

The allowance of monies for the making of new roads,
or for the maintenance of roads not previously maintained
increases permanently the liability of a County Council
for road upkeep, and imposes upon the rural ratepayers of
the County burdens in respect of works which in the majority,
if not 1.1:1 all, of the cases7 are of little general public
utility.

In considering the question of the grant towards the
upkeep of Main Roads for 1932/33 the Minister must have re-
gard to the extent to which a Council vote money for such
minor works as those referred to in the preceding paragraph."

The Chairman said it was evident from the letter of the
L. G. D. that they were concerned with the main roads only.
No matter what the ratepayers who were in the main using the
County roads,suffered, they were to get no relief.

Miss Q'Ryan considered that there should now be a
decrease in the cost of the upkeep of the main roads, as so
many of them had been recently reconstructed.

The following resolution was proposed by Mr. O!'Byrne
seconded by Mr. Shannon :- "That a sum of £50,000 be spent

on all roads maintained by the County Council for the financial

year 1932-33, this to be contingent on a sum of £26,385 being
set aside for maintenance of main roads, £23%3% for maintenance

of walls, fences etc, on main roads and £4115 for maintenance

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES
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£30,7% in order to secure the Government Grant referred to
in letter from Local Govermment Department - Roads - R/REM/32 -
under date 23rd December, 1931.

Col. Quin agreed with Local Government Department that the
Council should not add to their annual road expenditure by

of bridges on main roads or over tidal rivers. Total -

taking over lanes.

Miss O'Ryan said it was unfair that users of main roads
should get everything?%gat no concession was to be afforded
to people living on lanes and who paid their share of the cost
of road upkeep.

Col. Gibbon said that despite the tremendous drop in the
prices of agricultural produce there was no corresponding
economy in the amount of the expenditure from rates, provided
in the main by the agricultural community. The drop had
been going on for the past three years, the present year being
by far the worst. And in spite of this, the Government kept
pressing them to spend money irrespective of where it was to
come from. So far as he could see they were in the present
instance in a cleft stick and would have to carry out the
directions of the L. G. D.

Mr. Culleton proposed and Mr. D'Arcy seconded the follow-
ing amendment:- "That in view of the attitude of the L.G.D.
in refusing the State Grant for roads on an amount which in
the opinion of this Council is the most the ratepayers are
able to pay we decide on striking no rate for maintenance of

main roads."

Mr. Cumnins asked was he to come to the Council and

agree that the ratepayers should lose £10,000 of a State Grant.

The amendment of Mr. Culleton was ridiculous and would only
throw dust in the eyes of the people. Ratepayers should be
prepﬁiﬁgapo pay rates or let them get out in favour of those
who mexe. If lands and hovses were put up for sale there
were plenty to purchase and if they could not purchase they

i
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would grab them.

Col. Gibbon pointed out that the Government said to
them "You can let your £40,000 stand but we will not give
you any grant on it", and which would mean that the County

Council would have to raise the entire £40,000 from the
ratepayers. If they agreed to the proposal of the L.G.D.
they would still have to provide the £40,000iég;vthe rate-
payers out they would have £10,000 more to spend on the
roads. If they turnéd down the proposal of the L.G.D. as
suggested by Mr. Culleton he did not think there was much
hope of being able to bring sufficient pressure to bear on
the Government to enable them to get back to their original
proposal. If the Council refused the Grant the main roads
would deteriorate so much that they would have to strike a
much higher rate in the following year to make up for the
extra damage to them. He had tried at last meeting to make
clear to the Government and to the public the reasons op-
erating in the minds of the Council to fix the road expend-
iture at £32,000 or £33%,000. It was absolutely essential

some endeavour should be made to cut down the rate this year &
which was the worst he had experienced. In spite of this)
howeve{’it was evident they would have to deal with an

increased rate. They could not look on the position with

equinamity. Their T.D.'s should put the position before
the Government to try and change their aspect particularly
at the present moment, when they had to pay a higher rate
though it was absolutely essential and urgent the rate should
oe cut down. If the Government or any of the Councillors
opposed to cutting down the rate would give them any altern-
ative he (Col. Gibbon) did not mind what it was so long as
the commubity in general secured relief.

Miss O'Ryan would favour Mr. Culleton's amendment to
show her sympathy with the ratepayers. But they would have

10 look on road work as affording relief for unemployment

e ——




and if they adopted Mr. Culleton's proposal they should
suspend their very expensive but very efficient staff of
Surveyors and Road workers, which would be a very serious
matter. The more the road rate was cut down the more
unemployment they would have and and the more people Would
be in the County Home. She feared there was no alternative
but to fall in with the view of the Government.

Mr. D'Arcy held it was the direct duty of the Government
to look after unemployment as this was done in every other
civilised country in the world.

On the suggestion of the Chairman Mr. Culleton withdrew
his amendment and proposed the following amendment in
substitution:- "That we again call the attention of the
Department of Local Government to the low financial condition
of the ratepayers. We are convinced they are not in a
position to pay any higher amount for roads for next financial
year than £32,000 or £33%,000. As we genuinely believe this
to be the limit they can afford under this head we ask the
L. G. D. to allow the usual maintenance grant on this figure."

Mr. D'Arcy seconded.

A vote was then taken on this amendment with the follow-
ing result:-

For:- Messrs Brennan, Culleton, D'Arcy, Doran, Gibbon,
Hall, Quin, Smyth, Walsh and the Chairman - 10.

Against:- Messrs Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Cooney,
Corish, Cummins, Gaul, Hayes, McCarthy, O'Byrne,0'Ryan and
Shannon - 12.

The Chairmiin declared the amendment lost.

The resolution of Mr. O'Byrne was then passed nem con.

Mr. D'Arcy then proposed and Mr. Culleton seconded the
following resolution:- "That £5,000 of the allocation for
Main Roads be set aside for certain Main and Link Roads re-

quiring special attention." ~-’-Pcwwﬂ(
Kilmannock Drainage Rate: Mr. Cummins proposed and Mr.
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provide for necessary work in Kilmannock Drainage area." i b

Brennan seconded the following resolution:-

"That a sun of £40 be raised as a separate charge to

Clohamon Bridge:- The County Surveyor said every time there

was a big flood in the river the walls of the bridge were |

" gapped" . Some of them were in a bad way though they might

not collapse at once. If the Council was responsible for the

matter he would recommend the erection of a railing to allow {

the flood to run through. Irl
Mr. Hall proposed and Mr. O'Byrne seconded the following

resolution which was adopted nem con:- "That a sum of £45
| (to be taken from next year's Main Roads and Contingency Fund)

be allocated for repair of damaged relieving arch at Clohamon
Bridge;: "That the question of the liability of the County i B
Council for the repair of road fence walls between Ryland Turn

and Clohamon Bridge be referred to Co. Solicitor for his advice." L
Bunclody Courthouse:- The County Surveyor said the District b
Justice was anxious that the repairs in this instance should be [
earried out to enable him to hear what Solicitors engaged in

Court extended so that he and the Solicitors would be on the

one level. The Courthouse was held at an annual rent.

|
!l_

~cases were saying. He wanted to have the platform in the ~

Miss O'Ryan considered it would be foolish to spend
money on a place in which they had no interest. '
Mr. Elgee said the real trouble was that the Solicitors \
were too far away from the fire. The building which had a
concrete floor was very cold.

The Chairman proposed and Mr. O'Byrne seconded the

following resolution which was adopted:-
"That the reps of the late Dr. Dormer, landlords of i
Bunclody Courthouse}be asked to carry out repairs in Court-

' room estimated by County Surveyor to cost £5: 18: Od., and j
in the event of their refusal to comply with this request )
inquiry be made of Mr. Dennis Lennon if it be possible to
secure the use of the Parochial Hall as a Courthouse and on
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Unemployment Grant: The County Surveyor submitted the
following letter under date l7th December, 1931,(S.96.901/31
Loch Garman) which he had received from Local Government

what terms."

Depar tment :-

"with reference to your letter of the 7th instant
addressed to the Minister for Finance, I am airected by
the Minister for Local Covernment and Public Health to
state that no allocation can be made from Relief Funds
to any district until particulars have been obtained as
to the extent of unemployment. No allocation could be
made to any work unless it can be clearly shown that the
local authority is in a position to proceed with it forth-
with. Some of the works referred to, such as the sewerage
works at Rosslare Strand and Taghmon would presumably be
 dealt with by the Board of Health. Where works are pre-
posed to be undertaken there should be submitted a plan,
specification and an estimate of cost of (a)materials and of
(b) labour, together with information as to the number of
men that could be usefully employed thereon."

The County Surv@yor said he had applied to the four
Labour Exchanges in the County for a list of men out of em-
ployment and had received information from three. In Ennis-
corthy there were 150 men; in New Ross 80 and in Gorey 300
available. He had no figures yet from Wexford.

Miss O'Ryan said that there were a number of people
not listed with Exchanges and who had been out of work for
three or four years.

The Chairman said that the rural portion of Wexford
was certainly suffering as badly as the rest of the County.
As regards relief schemes it would be difficult to provide
the local contribution required in order to qualify for a

grant. They had on that account at the Co. Board of Health
turned down Rosslare sewerage scheme which was calculated

e~
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to cost £16,000. They would not be able to get a sufficient
large grant to make the scheme feasible.

Miss O'Ryan said the same thing applied to Taghmon.

Mr. Gaul said that Rural workers were never on the Labour
Exchange and they were very badly off.

The Chairman said the Heal th Board had agreed to a small
scheme costing £400 to provide for am extension of the Rosslare

water supply for people who had been using water which had been
condemnad. So far as he could ascertain very little of the

Grant would be administered by the Local Government Department;
most of it had gone to the Land Commission, Which would carry
out works without any local contribution.

. Mr. Smyth pointed out that the improvement of Cahore '
drainage was being done out of the Land Commission ordinary :
vote and not as a relief Work. |

The County Surveyor said that there were no jobs except {
those on roads which could be proceeded with immediately.
No works of drainage could begin now.
Mr. O'Byrne held there was nothing to prevent the
immediate start of the work at Boira Bog.
Mr. Gaul saild they would naturally expect the Government |
would give money for any scheme fthe Council would put up.
The County Surveyor said if the hollows on the road i
between Scarawalsh and Clohamon could be filled from the '
Relief Grant it would make greatly for public convenience.
This work could be commenced immediately. Then there was
the flooding at Castlebridge road. If the Council authorised .
him to send forward a scheme to deal with flooded hollows on
a number of roads he would be pleased to do so.
Col. Quin said that in any scheme they sent forward it
should be set down that a local contribution would not be
asked for. i
The Chairman said they were as much entitled to a share |

of this Relief Grant as any otker County but it appeared they
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The following resolution was adopted on the motion of

always got a smaller amount.

Mr. Gaul seconded by Mr. Shannon:- "That the County Sur-

veyor prepare a Relief Scheme to cover the filling of flooded

portions of roads and submit same to the appropriate Govern-

ment Department. And that in the evenyéf amount set aside

by Land Commission not being sufficient to complete the work

at Cahore Drainage area the balance be applied for under Re-
lief Grant.

Mr. Shannon said it would be well to make application
for a sufficient amount to ease the many dangerous corners
in the County. Even if the rates had to bear the expense
it would be money well spent. If one 1life could be saved
by this work say even once in ten years it would be sufficient
to justify the necessary expense. Fatal accidents had
occurred at some of these corners.

Mr. Hall proposed that the County Surveyor include the |
work of draining at Boira Bog as portion of the application
under Relief Grant.

Mr. O'Byrne seconded and the resolution was adopted.
Machinery Qverseer: The following letter from Mr. William ]
Murph&, Mgchinery Overseer to the County Surveyor unde'r date |
22nd December, 1931, was read:-

"Sometime ago the County Council adjourned the consideratior

of making my appointment permanent. This was awaiting your
report on the new plant. I think you will be able to state
that all the machinery has been maintained in the best manner
and that I have spared no effort to make my work efficient.
The Insurance Inspectors' reports will also bear out this.

"1 shall be obliged if you will now ask the County Council
to take up the matter."

In reply to the Chairman the County Surveyor sald that
the wages of Mr. Murphy was £5 per week. He was not paid
for overtime of which he gave a great deul,tc the Council. All

QUEXEORD COUNTY. COUNCIL ARCHIVES
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h the machinery had been overhauled and was in excellent

condition. They had made a small profit on the hire of
machinery to Tipperary North Co. Council but the important

thing was that their machinery was kept in use and their
own men kept in employment.

Mr. Hall proposed and Mr. O'Byrne seconded the follow-
| ing proposal:- "That subject to the sanction of the Minis-
ter for Local Govermment, Mr. William Murphy, Machinery
Overseer, be placed on the permanent staff of the Council.” ]

Mr. Corish and Mr. Shannon supported the proposal. |

The County Surveyor said the real point in the ap-
plication was that at the moment Mr. Murphy was subject to [
discharge on a week's notice. In his (Co. Surveyor's)
opinion Mr. Murphy was the most efficient officer employed
by the Council.

Miss O'Ryan said that a few meetings back the County
Council put on the permanent staff an official with only two
years' service.

The County Surveyor said that Mr. Murphy could have
obtained a job outside the County af a higher salary but did
not accept.

A vote was then taken on the proposal with the follow-
ing result:-

For:- Messrs Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Corish,
Culleton, Cummins, Doran, Gaul. Hall, Hayes, lMcCarthy,
O'Byrne, O'Ryan, Quin and Shannon - 15.

Against:- Messrs Brennan, D'Arcy, Smyth and the
Chairman - 4. [

Col. Gibbon (1) did not vote.

Messrs Cooney and Walsh (2) were not present when

poll was taken.

The Chairman declared the motion carried.
The following resolution was adopted on the motion
of Mr. O'Byrne seconded byr Mr Hall:- "That the Report
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of County Surveyor as submitted to this meeting be, and is
hereby, approved."
REPAIR ROAD RETAINING WALL

P T

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of )
Mr. O'Byrne seconded by Mr. Hall:- "That as recommended by |
the County Surveyor a sum of £22 be taken from next year's ! ¥
Main roads Contingency Fund, to meet cost of road retaining
wall near Camolin village which collapsed recently.”
COAST EROSION AT SLAIE

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr. Cummins seconded by Mr. Colfer:- "That the attention of
the Land Commission be called to the fact that Messrs Moran ‘
and Fortune, Slade, have now owing to coast erosion no road- ' E
way ?o their houses and though the attention of the Land Com- v
!

mission has been called to the matter on more than one occasion
nothing has been done. We invite the observations of the Land
Commission in the matter." I

ENNISCORTHY-BUNCLODY CLOSED ROAD

The following addressed to Mr. R.J. Emnis, Assistant
Surveyor, Enniscorthy, under date 21st December , 1931, was
read from Mr. Wm. Lee, Contractor for reconstruction of above k
road:- |
"My man, J. Nolan, who is working on above road at present,
reported to me this morning that a small lorry passed over the
concrete road, from the Bunclody end at 3.10 p.m. Saturday,
19th inst. and would not go back when told. He said no one
would stop him, from going over the road. One of the wheels
of the lorry had no tube or tyre only the iron rim. This lorry

is M I. 1292 of Enniscorthy. The same lorry went over the [

road some time ago and would not go back when told. I am told

the owner's name is Brien, he goes about selling fish etc.” W |
The following resolution was adopted on the motion of |

Mr. Hall seconded by Col. Quin:- "That report from Mr. Lee, |
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Contractor for reconstruction of Emniscorthy-Bunclody road,
under date 21st December, 1931, be handed to Co. Solicitor
with a view to the prosecution of the owner of the lorry
concerned."

CLOSING OF ROADS UNDER RECONSTRUCTION

Order from the Minister for Local Govermnment (under
' date lbth December, 1931, R/IR/107/1) extending the periods
for closing the following roads was read:-

1. The portion of road from Wexford to New Ross
situate between Tomcoole Cross Roads and the 0ld Rural Dis-
trict Bounds at Poulpeasty to 30th day of January, 1932.

2. The portion of the road from Wexfard to New Ross
situate between Cushinstown and Ballymacar Bridge to 30th
Jamuary, 1932.

3. The portion of the road from Enniscorthy to
Bunclody situate between Tomgarrow Cross and Tombrick Bridge
to 31st December, 1931.

CASTLESBRIDGE ROAD

Mr. Corish said it had been stated at last meeting
that the people of Castlebridge were satisfied that a hand-
rail and bank at the flooded road would meet the situation.
The general body were opposed to that and did not consider
it would remedy the matter. Though a good deal of tar
had been placed on that road it was still in a wretched
condition and clergy, doctors and school children were being
held up.
The Chairman said that the County Surveyor had made
application under the Relief Grant to have this road raised.
Mr. Corish said if they did not succeed in getting
anything from the Relief Grant the Council should allocate
something themselves for the work.

The County Surveyor said that some of the people ob-
jected to the erection of the railing, he could not understand

‘hy -
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Mr. Corish asked was it desirable to have children
walking along a bank with a handrail. Was there not a
danger that they might fall into the water.

Mr. Culleton said he had been informed by the people

of Castlebridge that in their view the hand rail was sufficient.

The \Wounty Surveyor said it would cost about £35 to make

Yhe necessary footpath.

Miss O'Ryan - That money would be spent very foolishly.

The County Surveyor said it would cost about £400 to raise
the road.

Mr. Corish said that if necessary they should ask the
special sanction of the Minister for Local Government to build
up this road. He proposed:- "@hat in the event of Road
Improvement Grant being received from the Government an al-
location be made therefrom to raise the road at Castlebridge
which is subject to flooding."

Mr. Gaul seconded.

Mr. Culleton said the road was flooded only seldom.

The County Surveyor said it was not possible to say when
it would be flooded. It might be twice in a month or only
once in two years.

The resolution was then put and passed without dissent.

—— i o

Col. Gibbon asked if anything had been done to repair the
damage to Kilmore breakwater and had the lamp been attended to.

Mr. Kehoe, Assistant Surveyor for the district, said the
repairs had been in progress for the past three or four days.
The lamp was the best procurable but, according to the Harbour
Master it would not remain lighting in bad weather. It had
been brought to Wexford for test and when they had suitable
wild weather this test would be carried out.

PLANTING OF MOUNTAIN OF FORTH

The following under date lbth December, 1931 (M.A.7033-31)

——————




)/
was read from the Minister of Agriculture:-

"I desire to acknowledge with thanks, receipt of your
letter of the 15th instant, transmitting copy of resolution
adopted at a recent meeting of the Wexford County Council,
inviting me, in connection with the Scheme of afforestation
on the Forth Mountain, to plant the first tree there on Sun-
day next. As the portion of the Forth Mountain to be plant-
ed was not taken over by the Department until this week and |
is not protected by fences, actual planting cannot be commenced j
for some time. Therefore I regret that next Sunday would not
be a suitgble date to plant the first tree. 1In the circum-
stances, it is not possible for me to avail of your Council's
kind invitation." | 1
4 Mr. Hayes raised the question of the amount of unemploy-
ment in the district of the Mountain and asked for information
as to wﬁam steps men should teake to try and be taken on for
the planting. : _ |

Mr. Corish said that all Government Departments employed
their casual labour through the Labour Exchange.

Mr. O'Byrne said that one third of the people who re-
quired employment were not registered with the Exchange. It
was a great pity%hat people in the Rural portions of the
County did not register.

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of

Mr. Corish seconded by Mr. O'Byrne:- "That the Manager,

Wexford Labour Exchange, be requested to have a couple of

the usual posters inviting employment at Mountain of Forth
exhibited at the entrance to the following Catholic Churches |
viz:- Barntown, Cleariestown, Murrintown, and Trinity."

SCHOLARSHIPS IN SECONDARY AND VOCATIONAL {
SCHOOLS. _

The following under date 24th December, 1931, was read 1l
from the Office of National Education:- |

"I am to inform you that this Department having care-
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fully considered the report of the Scholarship Committee

submitted by you in connection with the County Council
scheme of Scholarships for 1932 is satisfied that it is
n&t desirable to alter the syllabus of the examination at
present and consequently the subjects of the examination
for 1932 will be the same as those for 1931.

As regards the Committee's proposal fto have a general
valuation limit of £75 maximum for all applicants, I am to
state that this suggestion does not commend itself to the
Department. It does not seem fair that the Rate-Payers
should be asked to provide a Secondary education for the
child of a parent whose Poor Law Valuation is £75 and who has
only one or two children in family. It is, of course,
admitted that the valuation basis is not a good criterion of
the mea.na'o_:f parents, but it may be taken as a fairly accurate
guide in normal circumstances and one which saves the Council
a great deal of trouble such as would be caused by the addéption
of other and more exact methods, for instance, the procedure
followed by the Income Tax Authorities. In all the circum-
stances the Department considers that the ‘guncil would be
well advised to adhere for the present to the scale approved
in the scheme for 193l.

In_regérd to the latest date for receiving applications,
I am to point out that the Scholarship Examination next year
will be held in the week commencing 28th March and in order to
enable the Department to make the necessary arrangements for
the holding of the Examination it will be essential that the
list of candidates be furnished to this Cffice not later than
the 14th February next. Consequently, the last date for
receiving entries should be fixed by the Council so as to
alliow sufficient time to have the entries approved and the
list furnished to the Department by the date mentioned.

I should be glad to hear from you in regard to the mat-

ters mentioned in this letter as soon as possible so that
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The following resolution was adopted on the motion of

formal appfoval may be given to the scheme."

Col. Quin seconded by Mr. O'Byrne:- "That this Council -
with great reluctance - agrees to fall in with the suggestion
of the Department of Education to adhere for the present to
the provisions of Scheme of Scholarships in Secondary and
Vocational Schools - which obtained in 1931. Owing to the
fouihgogggi' delay on the part of the Department of Education,
and/that entries must be lodged with County Council previous
to dth February, 1931, no other course is open to the Council
which called the attention of the Department in previous years
to a similar delay.

"That our Secretary have gpproved Scheme printed and

circulated as soon as possible."

ADVERTISING CIRCUIT COURT SITTINGS

The following under date 1dth December, 1931, was read
from the Co. Registrar:-

"With reference to the publication of the County Wexford
Circuit Court sittings for 1932, the Law requires that these
must be published at least two months before the first sittings
in some paper circulating in the county. The Minister for
Justice states that County Councils invariably defray the cost
of such advertisements,and that as comprehensive Lists have
already beén printed and distributed, he considers that & short
advertisement (copy attached) would be sufficient, so as to
reduce the cost to a minimum.

*I would thank you to bring this matter before your
Council for their approval."

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr. O'Byrne seconded by Mr. McCarthy:- "That the County
Registrar be informed that the County Council are prepared to
pay for insertion of advertisement calling attention to the
dates of Circuit Court Sittings and copy of which accompanied

his letter of 18th December, 19%1."

i

e T—

—
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RATES ON BANTRY AND BLACKSTAIRS COMMONS

—— A — T — g —— —

The folliowing under date 15th December, 1931, was
read from the Secretary, Carlow County Council:-

"I have been directed by the Carlow County Council to
oring under the notice of the Wexford County Council the seizure
of sheep belonging to persons resident in County Carlow for
rates due EO'WBxford Council when said sheep cross the mountain
into County Wexford. The Carlow County Council appointed a
deputation of five members to meet a deputation of a like number
of the Wexford County Council to see if any arrangement could be
arrived at so as to avoid a continuance of this unsatisfactory
state of affairs, and I shall be glad to know if the Wexford
County Council will appoint such a Deputation. It also has
suggested that Enniscorthy would be the mést convenient place
for said Deputation to meet."

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Col.
Quin seconded by Mr. QO'Byrne:- "That the following deputation
with our Solicitor be appointed to meet the deputation from

Carlow County Council relative to rates on Bantry and Blackstairs

COmmona;-, Messrs Brennan, Shannon, McCarthy, Doran and Clince,
conference to take place in Enniscorthy Courthouse at 11 a.m. on

19th Jamuary, 1932."

3

. ——— e — o — ——— ——

The following under date 2bth December, 1931, was read
from Mr. Kehoe, Assistant Surveyor, for the district:-

"There are five people who own land by the river bank
at Scar whgere Road No. 57 is flooded after heavy rains and
none of them are inclined to do any work in the way of clean-
ing out the bed and the sides of the river.

"] saw the river on Saturday last and I don't think there
could be anything effective done iqthe way of cleaning at

present owing to the amount of water along the whole way.

"I would suggest that the matter be deferred for three

B e o SR — —
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The following resolution was adopted on the motion of il

or four months."

Col. Quin seconded by Mr. Hall:- "That consideration of the
question of cleaning up river at Scar, be deferred for three

months."

NEW ROSS BRIDGE - COMPLAINT AS TO OPENING

Mr. T. Kearns, Harbour Master, New Ross, forwarded the f{
following complaint from Capt. W. Tyrell of the Motor Vessel it
"Pacific" of Dublin, under date 2lst December, 1931, and the '
truth of which the Harbour Master said he could verify:-

"I wish to bring to your notice a complaint about the
opening of New Ross bridge on the 19th instant. The above .L
% named vessel (Pacific) was loaded at noon on the 19th December, j;
and the bridge had been ordered for us to pass through at 1 p.m. i:
We were kept waiting till 3 p.m. before bridge opened, due I |
pelieve to the Electrician not being able to be found to cut off |
current. This may not seem much to wribte about but the two f
nours’ delay mesnt we 414 mot get through bridge %1l 3 p.m. and B
consequently it was only touch and go whether we would get
through Barrow Bridge pefore dark. As it happened we were | {.
allowed to pass through at 5 p.m., "after sunsei"; otherwise i
we could not have sailed till following day, and had this been il
the case I should have claimed demurrage for the delay. Further-
more 24 hours or even 12 hours® delay in our little vessels [
this time of year often means the loss of a pasgage, and a delay
of weeks if weather comes bad in the meantime. If this had
happened me I should have gone the limit to make you be res-
ponsible for such delay. I would be pleased if you would en-
quire into this matter so that it will not occur again. It
will be to your advantage as well as to the shipping that may It
be delayed."

The County Surveyor said that the Electricity Supply Board
agreed to have a man available at all time and at all stages of

! tide. He understood that the Supply Board were to put in a




cable.
The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 1
Col. Gibbon seconded by Mr. Walsh:- "That copy of letter
from Capt. Tyrell of motor vessel "Pacific" as to the delay
in opening New Ross Bridge on 19th December last be forwarded
to the Electricity Supply Board for their observations and

that they be requested to provide an electric cable in con-
nection with the bridge."
POISONS AND PHARMACY ACT It

———

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr. Hall seconded by Mr. Culleton:- "That renewal of licence
under Poisons and Pharmacy Act 1908 issue to Robert Butler,
General Merchant, St. Ivers, Broadway, as from 9th December, ,' !'
" 193L.9 I\
VACCINATION LAWS |

The adoption of the following resolution from Waterford 15
s Corporation was moved by Mr Hall seconded by Mr Corish:- /
"That the Govermment be requested to amend the Law dealing
with Va,ccirfa.t ion so that persons who believe that Vaccination
would be prejudicial to the health of their children will not

be liable for penalties under the Vaccination Acts."

A poll was taken with the following result:-

For:- Messrs Armstrong, Brennan, Clince, Colfer,
Cooney, Corish, Cummins, D'Arcy, Doran, Gaul, Hall, Hayes,
McCarthy, O'Byrne, Shannon, Smyth and the Chairman - 17.

Against:- Messrs Culleton, Gibbon, Quin and Walsh - 4.

Miss O'Ryan (1) was not present when poll was taken.

The Chairman declared the resolution carried.

HOUSING ACCOMMODATION

————— — i ——— e —— ————

The following resolution from Tipperary S.R. County

Council was adopted on the motion of Mr. Hall seconded by
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"That owing to the great want of proper Housing accom- "

Mr. O'Byrne:-

modation at present existing in the Saorstat, we call on the
Government to at once introduce legislation so as to initiate 1 -
a great new Housing Scheme on National lines, a new loan to
finance the scheme to be floated if necessary. We consider a'l
ﬂ that the want of proper housing facilities for the workers |
is a serious grievance, as especially no new houses were EI.
erected in rural areas under the public boards for nearly \. :
twenty years, and we consider that the matter should receive .
immediate attention from the Govermment and all political |
parties and public boards in the Saorstat."

FREE STATE CONSTITUTION ACT f

——

| Copy of the Statement sent to the Papal Nuncio, Cardinal
McRory and the Bishops of Ireland as to certain provisions in
above Act forwarded by Maude Gonne McBride were read for the
meeting. " |

During the reading, Col. Quin said that as the document
was purely political it should not be read or considered.

The Chairman said the Council should hear what it was
4 all about and when it had been read it was open to them to
take whatever action they desired.

Mr O'Byrne, when the document was read proposed that it
be marked "read". . i

Mr. McCarthy seconded. It

The motion was declared carriec*ay the Chairmen, Mr.
Cummins being the only dissentient.

MOTOR CAR ACT ADMINISTRATION !

—— ——

The following resolution was adopted on the motion '

of Mr. Cummins, seconded by Mr. Doran:- "That we request u
.q Motor Taxation Section of Local Government Department to 'l f
F deal as soon as possible with all cdaims for refund of portion |

of licence duty for 1931. Muany owners of cars entitled to




a refund must take out licence for year 1932 at once, |
and it would be of considerable financial help to them if
they could count on the refund to make up the amount of duty (;l

for next year.






