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I 
A meeting of above County Council as held in County 

Council Chamber, Fortview, exford, on 9th December, 1930. 

Present:- r M. DOyle, (Chairman) presiding: also:-

' essrs :- James Armstrong, John Brennan, Patrick Colfer, 

Richard Corish, John CUlleton, John Cummins, Timothy F.D'Arcy, 

James Gaul, James Hall, William P. Keegan, Thomas cCarthy, Jom 

urphy, sean O'Byrne, iss Nellie O'RyaIl, James Shannon, and 

Myles Smyth. 

Colonel Gibbon wrote that he could not attend the meeting 

o ing to a business engagement. 

The secretary, ASSistant secretary, County Surveyor, 

County Solicitor and Rate Inspector were also in attendance. 

The inutes of last meeting were read and confirmed . 
. 

THE LATE VERY REV TOBIAS R. DEAN WALSH. P. P . 
--------------------------. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr urphy seconded by Mr CUmmins:- "That we express to our 

·colleague, Mr Jan:es E. MaIsh, our profound sympathy in the death 

of his uncle, very Rev. Dean alsh P.P. Freshford, Co. Kilkenny, 

a great Churchman and beloved priest. During his 55 years 

in the sacred inistry he endeared himself to thousands and 

by his demise the diocese of OSsory has sustained a very great 

loss. " 

The resolution whiCh was passed in silence as supported 

by the Chairman, the County secretary and County Surveyor. 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES OF FINANCE CO I TrEE. 

The Minutes of Finance Committee in respect of meeting 

held on 20th November, 1930, were submitted as follows:-
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The fortnigntly eting of the Finance Comadttee of 

exford County Council was held in County Council Chamber, 

Fortnew, xford, on 20th November 1930. 

Pre ent:- ssr J.J. Culleton, James Hall, Thomas 

cCarthy, sean o 'Byrne , James Shannon and James E. 81sh. 

The seoretary, Assistant Secretary, county surveyor, Mr 

Elgee, Solioitor, and Rate Inspeotor ra also in attendance. 

The Chair was taken by Mr cCaxthy on the motion of l4r 

Hall seoon~d by l4r Walsh. 

The llinute of last meeting ere read and igned. 

PAYl4ENTS. 
-----

Treasurer Advioe note for £3965:9:5d. was examined and 

signed. 
RATE COLLECTION. 

------------
The state of Rate Colleotion up to 20th November, 1930, 

w submitted as follows:-

• 1 . E. J. Murphy 51. percentage COlleoted. 

2. J. Quirke 50. " " 

3· J. CurtiS 50. n 

4· J.J. O'Reilly (ill) 49·5 " " 

5· J. Cummins 47·1 " I" 

6. sean Gannon 47· " " 

7· T. Bolger 47· It " 

8. Art nunne 46.7 It " 

9· M. McCarthy 45.6 II .. 

10. Patriok Nolan 45·4 
.. 

11. J. ~egan 45·2 " " 

12. T. Ro e 44·5 " 
It 

13· . Kelly 44.2 It 

14· p.O'Byrne 44·1 n 

15. P. Carty 43·4 tI II 

16. w. Qummin 42· 3 " " 

17· P. 1):)yle 42· " " 
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18. w. Ibyle 42. ' Peroentage Collected. 

19· J.J. Sinnott 41·3 It If 

20. Thoma Sutton 36.4 If " 
21. T. Bolger for (No.12 Distr1ct) 17·2 If 

The fol10 1ng under date 18th November, 1930, was read 

from the Rate Collectors:-

Your of the 11th inst., received 1th extract of letter 

rece1ved from L. G. D. stating that 5~ Current Year' Waxrm. t 
, . 

be lodged by end of pre ent month - that he cannot agree to 

sanction payment of Poundage until th1 amount haS been lodged, 

and, ,that 

of COllector 

call upon your COunc1l to terminate the serv1ces 

ho d1d not lodge 40 ~ of collect1on before 31st 
. 

ult. e beg to state that it 1s absolutely impo 1ble to col-

1 ct 50·, 'to of tota~year' s Warrant before 3 th November. 

iSh to POint out that in thi year' warrant are inclUded 

arrear of Rate on dere11ct farms from h1ch no Rates or an-

nuitie have been rece1ved for a number of year. In SOIre 

Collector's book there 1 s muCh as 10 % of year's Warrant 

carried forward on such farms. The Land Commission have 

failed ' to collect the annu1 ties and 1n many cases have failed 

to find purch~ I' for farm they have advertised for ale. 

There are other farms which are not dereliot but hioh 

are in the management o( Auctioneers Who apportion the pro

ceeds of a.nwal lett ings, of gr and other lands, towar ds 

payment of rent and rates in accordano with the amount of 

o h realised. 

There 1 a considerable amount of Rate d on farm of 

this kind, but our hands are tied as e must accept Whatever , 

i given us by the Auctioneers otherwi the lands ould be-

come vacant and no rent or rates could be derived from them. 

are sure your Council ill appreciate the e faots and that , 

the Order is absurd and imposs1ble, unles , perhaps in some 

di tricts where COllectors are fortunate enough to have large 

and ealthy Ratepayers who maypa;y the 2nd mOiety now. AS 
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regards the Order bout our ol.ID.dage e consider it ost unjus t 

and unfair to a body of men h have collected thousands of 

Pounds duri the last six monthS, trying to do our work efficient

ly and hon tly, obliged to depend on our credit for the neces i t 

ies of life, having to attend fairs and markets wherever there 

is chance of money to be received an also the large a unt of 

corr s ondence h ~e to de 1 .ith. S e believe there is 

ore than aver g of 90 of the half y6 r ' s Rate collected 

at th1s date we k the Council to .:indly inSi t on sanct ion of 

all ound being aid at le t up to the 31 t October to every 
• 

Collecto in the County. As t t1:.e Collector ho had not 40 

on 31 t ult., e ish to pint out that in these di tricts i en 

are so of the s 'lest in the County there is considerabl e 

amount of arrears accumul ted by the fact of far being derelic t 

for number of ye~rs, s e of hie should be 

is no pos~iole chance of getting it. 

d off as there 

e claim to be in the posi "ion to judge the etate of the 

collection generally and considering that thi s the rst and 

the latest harvest t t rh ~C' ha ... e ~er been experienced in 

County exford, ,e c.<tate t e collection is extre .ely good. 

So e member of your ouneil 2dvise a "go es"'yU olicy, otners 

advi e dxastic measures gainst US but e are tryi to keep the 

middle course and endeavouring to get in the rate ithout in

flict1ng undue hardShi herever it c re onably be avoided. 

Quld r mind those o reco end extra e easures that 

it is not us ho oUld be the victime but the gener"'l body of 

Rate yer . If e adopt policy of nolesale seizure for a 

certain mOiety eight get 9 

ould Councill r sug st the 

i thtil the pro er ti e but 

rocedure ould be succe s-

ful t e nest l1alf year. Ie are doing Ul' best. It 1s no 

pleasu.re to not to be ble to collect the full ount f our 

arrant 1thin the pro er ti e nd dra: our Pound e. Je have 

as nuch interest in the 1'0 er admintC!tr tion and ros erity 

of our County as the Inspector but unfortunately the present 
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economic conditions are hampering us in our ork. 

e take this opportunity of putting another matter before 

your COuncil - hen Dirtricts become vacant e suggest that 

instead of being advertised, they be di"llded up and added to the 

Districts of existing Collector adjoining and e peclally those 

ho have small lstrlcts. There are a number of Collectors in 

the County whose salaries range from £75 to £100. This 1s not a 

living age for D"l8n supposed to be in an independent position 

and responsible lor large sums of public money. e believe that 

so " if not all, the lambers of yo~ Council are not conversant 

i th these fact and e tru£t they will adopt the Simple means 

suggested (and hiCh the L.G .• al 0 recomnends) to improve'our 

position. " 

The following resolution as adopted on the motion of 

H 1 seconded by alsh:- ll.A.'hat e approve of algamatlon 

of Rate Collectors' Districts In ultable instances and recommend 

its arloptlon by O::>unty Oouncil as vacancie occur. II 
• Rate Inspector submitted the follo ing statenent showing 

(l) the percentage of rates doo on derelict farms and (2) on 

holdings in respect of hich the rates are uncollectable at 

the present time. Ra.te Inspector stated he had satisfied himself 

that the amounts shown on the return as outstanding in the case 

of derelict farm or in respect of , uncol ectabl items could not 

be attributed to neglect on the part of Collectors. From ex

aminatio of return of Land Commission faul tel's ' he had ascertaloo< 

that arrears for the s holdings ere doo for consi rably longer 

periods for Annuities -than for Rate .. ~e cons1dered it reason-

able that the amounts of rates on derelict farms along Ith 

rate cleaI'ly uncollectable at the present t1me hoUld be taken 

into account in determining the Collector no had accounted fo r 

50 % of Warrant and arrearC! to 30th ovember, in order to qualify 

f or payment at Poundage. 
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1 
Rate Collector W. Cummins came before the meeting and 

submitted a list of daxal.1et farm and temporary uncolleotable 

items which amounted to 12.6 per cent of the year' s . arrant. 

The Circumstances of each case ere cons idered by the 

Committee in detail. 

Mr Cummins 'lid he fO"l.lIld it very diffioul t to get money, 

and !hen people ere mak1ng an effort to pay he did not like 

to proceed against them. If 'he got until the Ennisc rthy fair 

on 16th ~cember he bel iaved he ould be able to lodge the 50 

per cent nece sary to qualify for payment of· poundage. 

Colleotor M. Kelly e 1ained to th~ Corrmittee the various 

items of derelict farms and temporary uncollect ble whlch 

amounted to '12.2 per cent of his !Varrant. He thought 11e ould 

be able to reaCh the spec fied 50 % for poundage by lr th r:ec

ember - fair day of Epniscorthy at which he expected to secure 

a fair amount of money. 

:Mr sea,n Gannon who also ca.n.e before the meetlng believed 

he would reaoh the necessary 50 % by the end of November. The 

amount ot derelict farms and irrecoverable ite·rna in his care 

Was 5.3 per cent of his arrant. 

The following under date 15th November ~as read from 

Rate Inspector:- "I beg ~o report that Thomas sutton has 

not made any lodgment since 3rd November, 1930." 

The cretary said he had written on 17th inst. to Col-

lector ton for an explanation and had received a .reply in 

hich Mr sutton stated he met ith an accident in the first 

of the previous . ek and could .not get 1nto town until Sat\lJ:'day 

15th November hen he was too late for the Bank. He had ·since 

lodged. 

Collector Thomas sutton no came -before the et1ng aid 

th t the amount . on derelict farm and teraporary uncollect ble 

Rate was equal to 11 per cent of his year's warrant. :r t uld 

be nearly February before he ould be able to reach 50 per cent 

by actual lodgments. 
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The Ohairman pOinted out even allowing for derelict 

farms and temporary irrecoverable items r. Sutton would not· 

be as far advanced ~ith his Oollection as many other Oollectors. 

The Rate Inspector said if ir. Sutton ~as ' an energetic 

Oollector his district would not be as bad as it as. 

The following resolution was then adopted on the motion of 

the Chairman, seconded 'by r. O'Byrne:- "That e pC)int out to 

the Department of 1.oca1 Government that Collector Sutton has 

been instructed to lodge £4,.00 between the meeting of Finance 

Committee on 6th November and the meeting of this Committee on 

4th December. Should he fail to com?ly with this direction the 

County Council are recommended to take drastic aotion against 

him." 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr. 

O'Byrne, eeconded by r. Shannon:- "That a.s regards Oollectors 

I. Cummins, • Kelly and Sean Gannon we recommend L.G.D.should 

be requested when considering the state of the Rate Oolleotion 

and payment of poundage thereon to take into account the 

percentage included in warrant of (a) derelict farms and (b) 

items· ceI'tified by Rate Inspector as not recoverable at the 

present time, and sanction paYMent to all Oollectors, who, by 

the 30th November,1930, lodge 50% of recoverable rate. 

I 
The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

r. Hall, seconded by Ir. 0 'Byrne:- " That we call the attention 

of the Government to the number of dexelict farms in this County 

and point out that considerable loss is entailed to the revenue 

of the County Council owing to non-payment of :rates and IJBnd 

Commission annuities on these holdings. We reoommend the Oounty 

Council to make urgent representations to the Government to 

formulate some scheme for the orking of these farms." 

The following, under date 17th ovember,l930, was submitted 

from r. Elgee, County Solicitor, in reply to several pOints as 
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~o liabl1i ty f r payment I)f te:-

II in recei t of your let ~er of th 13t.1J. inst. and 

have looked further into t.e ue~t 0 of Poor ""tes. 

The Poor ate i~ re. ~$se sed on f16 ~ccupler of t e Hold-

in b ~c;> C. r f th 6vern nt 4ct 1898 (except in t 0 

ca.'3es Y.' ere i 't is made on .l. ... e elate le..,sor) e, n. t .. e Ra.ted 

ccupler at the aa'te t l ate is _ ade ls tl' e arty primarily 

1 iable to sue", at€. 

By ... ection 19 f tl1e Po:r .f:; ie < ot 189 (_2 &: 13 Vic. 

Ca . "4) . t . 1,.1 1 18 rovidec, t .. at procee lngs for the recovery of 

!)fI-Y oor tate fro n any perSon not prima.rily Ii b e to pay same, 

cannot be ta -en unless \ it in -he pel'io' 01 t 0 year next after 

the - iI of s id~tc. 

It h b in t G ca e o~ II The G ardl 115 of laghera-

fel t nion -V- riboon" t t' ~at t 1e eriod of l' 1 tat ion for the 

recovery 0 oor ate in t e c ge of person r' r11y 1 iable 

iE t enty years, the liabl1'ty being re arde~ as a specialty 

debt cre ted by twtute 

Accordingly the os i tio 1 af) to the recovery of Rates appears 

to be:-

Tbe F rson prir:,al'ily liable (Le, the ated Occllular at 

th ti e t e ate· struck, i" liable for s 

of 20 years fro the ' a ts of striki ' the .a to. 

even lOUgn such uri ar c upj.er I' y, in the 

sold t e ~ate pro erty. 

for a period 

This applies 

~time, have 

• 
If the person pI i ri.l.Y lic;,ule s 1 

Furiliaser is liable for arrear of Rate 

t:ile olding then tw 

100 .... y be due for 

t 0 year back. 

I 0 not t ink. t.l. t t.ll c <!e of "L ly -V- Concannon" affects 

th wst 0 of 10 recovery of 

merely c.ecides t t t e J. ate 1 

as as aoove se tout, but 

r or one not a charge 

on the Land~. If this W6l'e not C!o, then onoe th person 

ri~ilY liable sold the Lan he as ole of hiS esponsibl11ty 

for the Rate . " 
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'/ 
ith reference to ~ collect1ve Bond for Rate Collectors 

correspondence was read from Messrs T. M. 0' Callaghan &: Son, 

Insurance Brokers, 2 st. Anc1.re I street rubl in, to 1 sue of 

Collective Bon.d for tbe Rate CtOllectorr' in the na of th 

COlmty Council t the r te of 10/- per cant. Th y had found 

tisfe-cto y rran~eroent for a C uncil 'and its 

Collector ~ t h:ve ucb Bond espec1ally 1 t d e away i th 

pereo 1 Sureties. They b.ad also found th t the mo t sat1e-

f ct ry ,rrange nt for payn nt of premium y th Co~lectors 

1 for th Council to a¥ the total. amljunt and to dedUct- the 

amount ay ble by e oh llector from his ponn g. 

T.h follo~ng r solution adoptad on the ot1on of Mr 

O'Eyl' conded by Mr C;hannon:- "That our Secretary certain 

on receipt of further particulars from. P.S 1's C 1 gl'\an if R te 
/ 

Coll etors are repaJ.'ed to enter into a Collect1v Fide11 ty ' 

Guarante Bond su~ge ted in tho cerre pondence ith e sr 

T .• O'eall ghan &: Son, 2 st. wdxe street, Dublin, provided 

th 1 t ter are to place the !nsur anee 1 th an approved 

Gonroany at 10/- JJ: C nt ~nd that collateral sureties be not re

quired by s id Company. 

, ROSi:l.w RE OJ.iESHO " • 
---...... _--...... -... 

In aekno ledg1Ilg the resol uliion of the Couuty Counc1l of 

lOth loot. pvinting out that the Council considered it as the 

business of the state to exhibit pc I rs of Prohibitory Order 

as to:e oval of material from. .r. osslare straa.1d, the partment of 

Industry & COl.il1WrC0 (Transport & uarina -araneh) 1 st. Stephen's 

Green, blln, wrote (1447} tha.t there aa d t be ... orne mi -

conception as to the purpose of the Order, nich as "made for 
. Which expression 

the protection of the shores 01: banks f the sea"/ connotes all 

property, - 00110 or private adjaoolri'; to the sa and lia.ble to 

'be at! e cted by encroach.m~n t by the se&.. I ne port ion of the 

.. hore which , belongs to the st- te l8 mel'ely '\,he foreshore 1. , 

the a:rea between the 1 ines of high and 10 ater marks 0 ordln-' 

axy me tides. It 1s apparen't tha.t a. Pl'ohibltory Order ould 
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( 
be unneces c' ~T in as f r .s foreshore alone is cancer) ad since 

no mattor -hat c. nges o o cur , foresho·'e inad above ill 

al ays remain. ut l.nd1scrlmlnatc I6 val fr 1 the foreshore 

w uld, in the c ce of Ros~lare Strano, s~ist e S~ • in it 

advance on the adjolnln~ ien com ris inter alia a 

public rOed and other pro erty bel nging t the Jo'mty Council 

and it i th vie to minimis ng tnis danger to such pro arty 

that the Order co de and not r 1y to pr tect the foreshore 

itself as st ted in the resolution. The duty of publishing, 

eXhibiting and enforcing theae orders lay witb th ap~11cants. 

The partment ould be glctd to 1.e I'n in due cour e t at the 

po ters have been exhibited, in the rr~~Jxr indic ted. 

It ~ decided to refer tle ~atter to the meeting of 

County Council to be held on 24th ovember, 1930. 
nVi - Iff 0 lIP (.v.I.,l ............. 

-----~-----------

lder date 7th ovember, 950, the egistrar, niversity 

Colle,e, ~ blin, r te th t the Acauenic ~ounci 

t at Commerce should ·oe included in the subject 

reco ;ended 

for 

ination for the rd of U iversi ty e J.1,,;1 'VIs .. !ip . 

iue follO 1 ~ resol u~ion as dopted on the mo tion of 

Hall secon ed by alsJ, : - "'£hat the County 90uncil be 

recomnendBd to i£lude Co ,erce as a Subject for aminatlon 

under Universi ty ~c olarshi c...~e e and cS r Academic Council 
\ 

for a lis t of sp -cial subjects aJ. d t!o markS "refor to be 

i cl uded under the eadin.; II Co erce II • 

In co ,ctian 1 t er..qui as t'J hy . s Kickham 

nl versi ty Scholar as not re~iding in a eoognised hos tel 

he fat ex, . okl1 , .. bbey ouse J nnise rthy, ate 

under d te llt. ber, 193u, t at e lace at ic hiS 

dau 'ter '"' re 1 ing as on tie anp 'oved ",01 e e list of board-

i houses, and as under the su rvision and ge nt of the 

o ner rs orrell, no as a friend of iSS the 

latt r on ci diet resc~1oed by hGr etor it as 

necessary for her to be free to use it instea of the DBral 
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I 
menu of General Students' Hall. For this reason the weekly 

pension was !lot high a'1d l.tl~s Kiokham . as ena:blod to ' bet er 

ducat tonal 'use of her Scbolar12hip Grant. In the ""l:rcumstances 

he asked the County Council to senctlon iss Kickham·s residence 

at her present location. 

The follo1ing =eeolut1on ~dopted on the otion of 

Hall seconded by lfr Sb,a.nnon:- "That in vie of the circumstances 

mentioned in letter of :Mr P.J. Kickham we recomm6nd the County 

Council not to inSist upon 1.1ss Kickham Univer ity Scholarsh1n , 
HOlder,living in recognised Hostel." 

ROAD ~ORKS ' ""JffEME. 
---~----.. -.. --

The follo i ng resolution wa~ adopted on the ffi\.')t' n of Mr 

Hall seconded by + nnnn:- "!'hat County CouncU be recomr.enCdd 

to fix meeting of 22nd .~ce.liber 1'01' consl~rati\)n of 0 i iOIlC:'.l 
/..... 

Road Work Sohe!l1e. I 

GAN}ER .oOGGAN. 

The County SUrveyor ste~ted that over six month$ a~7'o the 

Coun'~y Council hait---adopted a resoluti n that Ganger Boggan be , 

placed on six ruonth psi probation at the end of tib.lch ASsi tant 

Surveyor for the District ould report to the Finance Comm1 ttee 

as to the manner in ~hich .Boggan's duties had been dl cha,rgqd 

in the meantin:e. 

tl'he follOWing report under date 20th November, 1930, as 

read fro, Mr Birthistle,:- III hereby certify tha.t GaYlgeI' 

illiam Boggan has given' every satisfaction in his ork during 

the past six months • 
• The follo iog resolution as adopted on the mot&on of Mr 

O'Byrr:e seconded by .Il4r Hall:- "Th t in vi of s ti factory 

report of Mr Birthistle, Assi tant surveyor, e recommend the 

county Council to reinstate William Boggan in his position of 

Road Ganger as from date of approval of County Council to this 

proposa. " 

INDUSTRIAL SCflOOL APPLICATIO • 
-------------------

Under date 17th November, 1930, the Inspector of Prevention 
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of Cruelty to Ch:ldren, COlmty ~exford, and District Bran&1, 

ret that be Quld ap 1y n 25tb :iovember, 1930 r t:He oss 

Ch11 drcns, COU1.~t for the CODlJi1itt 1 ('If lJil.elan aged 5 y are 

to st. }Uch t s Indu trial Pch c~l t Cappo uin. The child 

as at ;'1resent itl ... his pG.!'el ts at 'l'ottenh GI'e ... n~ Taglunon, 

and p11catl n would be oade under Childrens ' f\ .. ot 1903 sec. Sg 
\ 

, 1) (B). 

The matter ~ referred to Elg e, County Solicitor. 

• 
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The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr O'Byrne seconded by Mr Hall: - II That the iIllites of Finance 

Committee meeting of 20th November, 1930, be received and 

considered. " 

.i. ate Collection: AS regards the proposal of payment of 

poundage to the Rate Collectors Miss O'Ryan said there was a 

good deal of reason in the statement made by the Rate Collectors. 

Some of the people had no money at the present time and could not 

get it anywhere. It was unreasonable for the Government D3part-

ment to think the Collectors could get it. 

The Chairman said that as regards the payrrent of poundage 

it should be impressed upon the Ministry it was the unanimous 
• wish of the Council that the Department should fall in ith their 

vie s in this matter. 

Mt cGarthy referred to the question of derelict farms on 

h1ch t here was no stock and the occupiers of which had no credit 

as they were very hea.vily in debt. These people had no annuities 

or rates paid and could not set their land. AS the ar rears on 

these ~re coming forward year after year something should be 

done to deal with those people who would never be any better off 

than they were t~ay. They could not sell their farms as there 

as no demand now for land. Something should be done in the mat

ter. He then proposed the following resolution:- II That in 

connection with payment of potilndage to Rate Collectors we urge 

upon the inister for Local Government to give special attention 

to the claims of Collectors who have numbers of derelict farms 

in their district." 

Mt Hall seconded the resolution whiCh was adopted. 

The follOWing resolution was adopted on the motion of r 

,'Byrne seconded by Mr Hall:- "That the inutes of eeting of 

Finance Committee in respect of meeting held on 20th November, 

1930, be and are hereby confirmed. 

The inutes of Finance Committee in respect of meeting 

held on 4th D3cember, 1930, ere submitted aw follows:-
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I 
The fortnightly meeting of the Finance Committee was held 

in County Council Chambe~, Fortview, exford, on 4th December, 

1930 • 

Present:- Messrs Sean O'Byrne, James Hall, Ja~e8 Shannon, 

T. cCarthy and James E. a.lsh. 

The Secretary, Assistant Secretary, County Surveyor, ate 

Inspector and r. Elgee, Solicitor, were also in attendance. 

r. MaoCarthy was moved to the chair on the motion of Mr. 

O'Byrne, seoonded by r. H 11. 

The lnutes of last meeting ere read and oonfirmed. 

Treasurer's Advice Note for £6407: 15: lld was ex ined 
• and signed. 

TRAVELLING EXPENSES 0 CO.SURVEYOR 
........... --..----.. ------....... ----------------

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

r. o 'Byrne. seconded by fr. Hall:- "That refund of l2/6d for 

motor hire in connection ith inspection of Rosslare Concrete 

Road by Inspector of Local Government Department be made to County 

Surveyor." 
RATE COLLL;CTIO 
.. _---._-----..... 

The state of the Rate Oollection to date as submitted 

as follows:-
Percent!Se of • arrant 

Collected 

1. E. J. urphy • • • 52 
2. J. Curtis • •• 52 
3· J. J. O'Reilly • • • 51.4 
4. Art Dunne • •• 51.1 
5· J. Quirke • • • 51 
6. Sean Gannon • •• 50.2 

A: T. Bolger • •• 50 
Kelly • •• 50 

9· • Doyle • •• 50 
10. • cCarthy • • • ~~.3 11. J. Deegan • • • 
12. T. Rowe • • • 48 
13· P. Nolan It •• 47.7 
14. Joseph Cummins • • • 46.6 
15· P. Carty • •• 46.2 
16. P. o 'Byrne • •• 46 
17. w. Cummins • • • 45-5 
18. P. Doyle • • • 45 
19· J. J. Sinnott • •• 44.8 
20. Thomas Sutton • • • 39·2 
21. T. Bolger (for No.12 • • • 24·5 

n° trict). 
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The Rate Inspector reported that the follo ing Oollectors 

esers E. oJ. urphy, J. J. Curtis, J. J. O'Reilly, Art Dunne, 

J. Quirke, Sean Gannon, T. Bolger, 1 . Kelly and • Doyle, had 

qualified for poundage as approved by the recent order of the 

Local Government Department. He pointed out that hen ne took 

up office on 30th September,19~9, outstanding tea amounted to 

£39886 whereas on 30th Sept amber, 1930, the amount was £28,695, 

sho ing an improvement of £11191. The mileage hich he had 

covered since he took up duty was 7,300 miles. He asked the 

Finance Committee to consider the advisability of obt ining maps 

for each ectoral DiviSion in the County to b available for the 

tracing of the different holdings. Those maps ould require to 

show the various ratings and would help him to locate these without 

having to consu.l t anyone. 

It as deCided, in connection with the supply of maps to 

ask the General Valuation Department if it would be possible for 

them to mark the various holdings on a Oounty map and at what cost. 

1~e Finance Committee ould be prepared to recoDmlend the purchase 

of the maps if the marking of the holdings was done free or at very 

small expense. 

RATE COLL eTOR SUTTON (NO. 2 DISTRIOT) -,......-... .................. _--...----.... --..... --------
The following report was Submitted by the Rate Inspeotor 

under date 4th Deoember,1930:-

flI beg to state that I di3covered the following irregularities 

in No.2 Distriot:-

essrs J. Breen & Sons, Castlebridge, paid (per cheque) to 

Thomas utton, OollectoT, £71 : 19: Ild on 12th November,1930 . 

. Messrs • J. O'Oonnor & Co., Solicitors paid (per cheque) T. Sut ton 

on 29th November,1930, _12: 8: ld. 

'When ! checked the Oollector on 29th November the receipts 

represented by these cheques still remained in the books. 

'I took up the Colleotor's Dooks on 3rd December and asked him 

to make up his abstraot. The reoeipts had then been taken out and 

he h d lodged £120 to-day to clear the amount in his abstract. 

----- - ----
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• r. James J . O'Connor, Solicitor, sent Thomas Outton 

a cheque for £4: 2: 2d in payment of the second moiety rates 

for Martin Kehoe, Bricketstown, on the 31st Ootober,1930. The 

receipt still remains in the book and has not been cheCked or 

ccounted for by the Colleotor. I have dra n t he Colleotor's 

attention to this and he sta'~es he will lodge same if h e received 

it. He is tl.aking inquiries. III 

Sutton had not carried out the direction of the Finance 

Committee to lodge from 6th November,l930, to 4th December,1930, 

£400, the amount lodged being £347. 

The following, under date 4th December,l930, was read from 

Collector button:-

"I beg to tender my resignation as 

No.2 Collection District." 

. ·- -t 
ate Collecttah for 

The folIo ing resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr • 

o 'Byrne, seconded by • Shannon:- "That Rate Collector Thomas 
• 

Sutton OTo.2 District) be suspended from office and that oonsiderat

ion of his lett er of resignation be deferred pending report of 

full examination of his "Imoks by Rate Inspector." 

ri l e ish to ain i~pres s on Ratepayers that they should -

under no circumstances - pay rates without obtaining official 

receipts and that in the event of failure to secure same they 

should communicate at once with the County Council Offices and 

call at t ention to the matter." 

The followi resolution was adopted on the motion of 

r. O' Byrne, seconded by r. H&ll:-

"That Collector J. ~~ ins (District No.ll) be appOinted 

temporary Collector for i10.2 District to close existing warrant." 
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· T OF 
-----------------------

'l'he folIo ing resolution CI adopted on tb.e motion of 

r ~annon seconded b lr alsh: - fI That as oon as ea.ch 

te ollector has lodged 5 P6t cen of hi rrant he be 

p id his pound ge 0 nts up to 31st October, 1930." 
SF. 0 

~--------------------

Lch .... rm ) s re d from ocal Governmen ... . rt. ent :-

I Ad rtinQ' t the inute of t'l€ erlord County Council 

regardtn th~ po~ition o~ t~e R&t~ I n~ctor T ... , cirected by 

the iniC! '"er fer ocal Govet'l1 . t Q.nd J; bltc e· th to state 

that in .lis 0 inion the ream ts during tlle ast t ·elve month 

6.0. t justify 

at prese t. 

0' Ke l! edy' s apPointment belng made rmanent 

re Ct. be n no such l'lOticeabl improvem nt 

in the .rate collection as might 11 ~ en expected to ensue 

fro the oint ent :r an i C! ector 1 ase duties Jre carried 

out i th energy and lni ti ti va. The ini tar, ho ' ver, con-

sente to the continued em loY. ant of r OtKennedy a ate In

spector on rob~tion for a furt er t elva months . 

raC!olutlon co opted on the otion of 

the a1rm econded oy r,a-Ish: - II inister 

or Local Government to reconsider is 'decision refusing to 

ap rove of the . ermanent a. pointme t of I 0 'Kennedy ate 

e uerfectly co tisf ied tni fficer __ di -

charged hiS dutieCt in a thoro "nly eff1.cient m :r and lie 

oint ~ut toO t the resolution ppointincr him a 

ado ted by the unani 0 lS vote of tbe Finance romi ttee ~nd of 

t Council. I 

PPOINTl1i'lfT F 

------------------------

ne follc lug ~esolution adonted on the motion of 

r O'B1rne seconded by the Ch~irmcn:- 'That our cretary 

be empowered to mploy th,,, u ual temporary cleric t ff 

to prepare R te B okS and Collector~ eceipt and nand Note 
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OOk3' re£ipe ct ot f Inancial 'Ie . 931-32. I 

11 .• 1 ~S AC ' _855. 

The folIO in~ under date 27th ove bet, 193~; 

from the To n Clerk, eAford: 

s read 

"Referring to circul r letter f ~ artment of oc Gover& 

nent nd PUblic Health of 2200 eptc oer last' .37) i dicating 

the step to be t en t r: ularize the roceduxe Iega.rdlng the 

future contribution of t e r1cr tion to ard t Publ i eLi brary 

ervice, I ish to Y th'" t a ~ ' fir t sto tbe Public Libraxie 

ct, of 1 55, has recently beeT ,. do ted in lexf rd, '"'nd comes 

o}iex tl va on Is Januar T) 1931. 
It no bee e necassal"'Y, as you are a Fre, t o C')ffi_ to an 

agreement ith be Cmmty Council as to the .. !lent to be made 

by t orporation to ards tb ene ,SUJj6ct, of cout'se, to 

r tlfic tion by t e ini~t€r or Local ver:rur.ent and Puolie 

eal th, and t i being so, tbe ' nance C IIk'ni tte f th latter 

ody ~re l'e ared to contribute under thts head annually a sum . . 
equivalent to r te of 0 half nny In the Pound on the Val-

uation of the orou h to be raised in the P or ate, and as a 

s ilar ount haS b n p~ld 0 revery ye inc the inre t-
, 

ion of the Library clema, am to ask if t' e unty Council 

111 be repared t a.cce t this olmt in fut- yet: r ~l~o ? 

The folIo lng t te on the II tion of r 

O'Byrne seconded 'oy Mr 11:- "Th t e reco. t,end t e County 

Council to ent r nt an gree nt ith he X' ord ~r ration 

to accent a sum e .ulvalent to rate ot be 11 IfpemlY In the £ 

on the valu tior. f exford Urb"n istrict for the facll i ties 

afford d tbe r sldent 0 rEl.i Dl!:itrict by Cc unty .exford I-,ibrary 

.. ervice e tal)! i 1 e unj t the OO11c I, ibr ri s Act f 1055 and 

I,ocal Governllent ct f -925 and t t tbe C unty C unci1 be 

reco nded to request the Unlster for Local Govermt~nt a.nO. 

Public Health t sanction this agreement. II 

PARENTAL COl~RIBUTI~NS TO I.~I 
seao L GaIL 
----_ .. --------
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The folIo lng under d te 25th November, 1930 (246/30) 

was read from partment of Educatlon:-

"In reply to your letter of the 17th instant submitting 

resolution ado ted by the Wexford County vouncil, relative to 

contributions ade by parents OI guardlans to ards the m in

tenance of children in Industrial Schools, I am directed to 

st te that under ection 75(7) of the Children ct, 190 , such 

contributions are paid into tIle xchequer, except in ca es in 

hiCh the contributions exceed the Government Grant; in these 

latter Cese the exee s is paid to the anagers f the Chao 

It will be ob er~ , therefore, that the terms of the resol tion 

p sed by your Council are not in accordance ith the tatutory 

provisions governing parental contributions. 

I have also to pOint out that here the res onsibility 

for provi ng for t e rece tl nand ai tenance f I1dren 

c i ttea to lnau is placed on t ,... 1 cal Author i ties 

by ection 14 of the Childr.on Act , 1908, the 1'0 ortion of the 

expenditure borne by the St te in connection it such children 

is already considerably in excess of that oorn by the Local 

_ uthorlt16s, tbe nor al ekly rate of capitation ant payable 

fro the t 0 sources being 7/6d and 5/- reS~€ctively. s the 

arental contrioutions sel( Dm xcead 2/6 pel' ale it ill be 

observed t:tat even here such contributions are paid t .. 1e St'"t e 

still bea:cs h f the cost of the child's intenanc in the In

stria! chool. " 

Under date 20th Novel be!', 1930) the ~e cret· ry f the County 

Councils t Genor~l Council r te th t the resolution on the wub-

. ct of the ~llooation of contri utions from parents or guardians 

to ardS the aintenanc~ of ch'ldren in 1m C!trial Schoo1SS not 

J.6ce v d in tim or inc usion on tile enda for the renera 

o~ 25 1 ~ove ber, 1930. 

e fa 10 inc reo lution as dopted on t e .oti n of 'r 

t YI ~ ",6eo lde .tall : - /I ~a a req es t the naral 
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I 
Co unci 0 COW Co eil .... to p ess t for an 

arter:' nt Of~t; etiotl 75( 7) 'f .I. i1 e Act 1908, 'Oy ich 

parental c~ntriJution t ax e aintenance of c.nl1dren 

i Industri 1 Cho Is '11 in future b paid over to t e t te 

and t e oeal uthoritles . n the pro ortion of the amounts 

contrib lted by eac . 

~-----~------------------

he cretary st ted that in res~onse to a questionn ire 

addressed to the County Couneilw in 5aorstat 19 Councils 

had 1'e lied and in e ch instance the x-officio Ins ctors u.rte r 

ood and Drugs ets had been sUP lied ith kits. e a proximate 

eost tor e' cll £11: 6: 9d. a.nd there ere slX Inspectors at 

ork in the County - 1 in nord istrlot: 2 i ray: 2 in 

iscorthy and in e Ro s District. 

A discussion too'" plac in the course of hich it mentioned 

that the a poin ent of t Inspector in .iillIll~cortl1y district 

a not orking quite satisfactorily and it as doubtful if this 

arrange bt ould continue. 

The follo lng re utlon as do ted on t e otion of 

o tByTDe seco d 'by. Sha.nnon:- "That re co oDd the County 

Council to supply to tLle -off ieto IllSpectors under Food and 

Drugs Act f 1 ve kits under IU s Acts hich inal ude' one 

ki t only for nniSCOI Y lstrict . " 

I 

------------------------
Under date 28th No ember, 193 , the Off ice of .I.,ational 

'ducation w:r:ote approvin of e ...,Chellie of Scholars ip submitted 

by t COunty oune11 for 1931 it L the except~on of the follo -

lug clause:- II ..,C ola ships c.er t i che e ' re not to apply 

to candidates oldin pupil e' c eIships pl ce L.i. repar tory 

olleges." I t is eonnectior ettention ,as c~ l1eo. to the cor-

respo "ence lth tle COill1Cl h 1S ~ubject last year and it as 

stated that should any case aIi~eun r the clause in uest10 it 

ould be open to consideration by 'the partment. 
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The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

1u' ccarthy seconded by r Hall :- "That the nutes of rweting . 

of Finance Committee held on 4th December, 1930, as submitted to 

this meeting be received and considered. " 
) 

Rate Collector Sutton(No . 2 District~: The following under 

date 5th December, 1930, was read from i daB sutton, Tomlane, 

Oylegate, one of the sureties of Thomas Sutton:-

"I am very sorry this thing happened. I think the Finance 

Committee took him rather short. I would be better pleased if 

you give the collection to at Kelly or James Quirke . " 

The County secretary said that r Daniel Dempsey, Craanrue, 

dermine, the other surety of r sutton, also objected to the 

proposed arrangement to close the collection. 

In reply to the Chairman the Rate Inspector said the books 

of sutton h~ been examined and were all right . There was 

of course -no guaxantee that receipts had not been given for 

items which h~ been -paid. A large number of rate notices had 

been issued but the exact position could not be known until all 

the Ratepayers whose receipts were still in the book had been 

called upon. 

After further discussion the following resolution was ad

opted on the motion of Mr Colfer seconded by Mr Corish:- "That 

the sureties of Collector Thomas sutton be called upon to close 

the warrant in No. 2 District and that the recommendation of the 

Finance Committee appointing Mr Joseph Cummins, o. 8 District, 

be not approved." 

Universit¥ Scholarship Scheme : The folIo ing resolution was 

adopted on the motion of r Corish seconded by Mr O'Byrne :-

"That Commerce as for Leaving certificate Examination with a 
total mark of 300 be included as a subject for ~ ard of Uni-

versi ty ScholarshipS.' j 1 'M. 

AppOintment of Rate Inspector : r Cummins proposed the ad-

option of the recommendation of the Finance Committee . 

ME. Colfer seconded. 

The Chairman said. that for the farmers this was the worst 
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year wi thin living memory and he thought that the Rate In

spector in view of the fact that the collection was over 

£11,000 better than last yeax had done remarkably well and had 

justified his permanent appointment. 

Mr O'Byrne pOinted out that when compQXed i th the amount 

of rates outstanding the Land Commission annuities ere ~reater 

in proportion although the Government had fax more effective 

machinery for securing the payment of armui ties than the Council 

had to secure the rates . And, as a matter of fact Mr O'Kennedy 
J 

had obtained payment of rates for holdings in respect of which 

the Land Commission had not been able to secure payment of an

nuities . 

The resolution was adopted. 

University Scholarship of iss Kickham : The follo ing resol-

ution was adopted on the motion of Mr O'Byrne seconded by Mr 

D'Arcy:- "That iss Kickham be requested to submit medical 
• 

certificate that it would injure her general health if she 

were obliged to reside in a hostel." 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

r O'Byrne seconded by Mr Colfer :- "That the inutes of Fin

ance Committee in respect of meeting held on 4th December, 1930, 

be and axe hereby adopted except in so far as same have been 

a~tered or amended by resolution adopted at this meeting. 

XFORD COURTHOUSE CO TTEE . 

The following report of Wexford County Courthouse Comndttee 

was submi tted :-

"The Sub-Committee appointed by the Co. Council at their 

meeting on 24th November, 1930, to consider the provision of 

furniture for Co . Oourt premises, and Co . Council Offices ; 

additional work necessary to complete the premises ; proposed 

transfer of achinery yard from Enniscorthy to Wexford Etc . , 

met at_ the old Jai~ on 29th November , 1930, when the following 

were present:-

Col.Gibbon (Vice Chairman of Co . council~J Messrs R.Corish, 
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T.D., James Hall, Thomas Mayler, and James Shannon. The 

secretary, and Co. Surveyor were also in attendance. 

A detailed inspection of the premises including the Court 

and Council Offices was made. 

The SUb-Comrrattee will offer individual criticisms 

as to the Court room proper. In regard to the offices they 

were pleased with t he plan of reconstruction, and the manner 

in which it had been carried out. 

AS to seating accommodation for Co. Council Chamber 

the Co. Surveyor considered that a suitable large table with 

chairs would be the best arrangement for the general body of the 

Councillors, the Chairman having a small raised table for him

self and another table being provided for the Officers and 

official p~rs between.the Chairman'S seat and the general 

table. 

~ Corish urged that the arrangement found in the City 

Hall DUblin (modified to some extent) would be a better method. 

In the Metropolitan City Hall the members sat at benches with a 

desk attached in front, these being made ' in sections of three or 

five as approved. 

The other members wer~ in favour of the suggestion of 

Mr .Corish provided it could be carried out for a reasonable 

fi gure. It was decided that the County Surveyor should obtain 

designs, and approximate cost for his own plan, and also that 

suggested by Mr Corish. 

In regard to extra work the Co. Surveyor submitted the 

following:-

(1) 

(2 ) 

(3) 

(4) 

(5) 

(6) 

Amount over spent to date 

Repairs Glaz ing 

Finishing of Plumbing in cellS 

Distempering and painting Front Block 

painting of Court 

Extras to wing-ground fioor and lavatories 
(both wings) 

£ 

80 

15 

45 
140 

40 

20 
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(7) 

(8 ) 

(9) 

(10) 

(11) 

(12) 

Repairs of roof gate lodge 

£ 

10 

Granolithic floor, Entrance Corridor 50 

outside painting old windows Etc., 40 
Breaking stone and making up parking s tat ion 50 

Planting outside enclosure"and inside area 10 

Repair to arshelsea Prison which is going 

through dilapidation 

Furni ture 

Total. 

150 

100 

£ 750 

Atter a long discussion the Sub-Committee agreed to 

recommend the following:-

No. (1) £80: (2) £15: (3) £45: (4) £140: (5) £40: (6) £20: 

(7) £10: (10) £50: CLt ) £10: and No.(13) £100. Total £510. 

They struck out the folloWing items:- No. (8) Granolithic 

floor £50: ~o.(9) outside painting old windo s £40: Repairs 

to old 'arshel~ea Prison £150 :- Total - £240. 

AS regardS No. (8) r Cor ish considered it would spoil 

the entire appearance of the building if the old flagging was 

not taken up and replaced by some modern flooring. Tne flagging 

which was at the very entrance to the premises stamped the place 

as a Jail for all time. He intimated he would reserve the right 
• 

to raise thiS matter at Co. Council meeting on 9th December, 1930. 

In reply to COl. Gibbon the Co. Surveyor said that the £300 

allowed in estimate for certain repairs and painting had to be 

spent for painting, repairs to plastering etc., for instance all 

the main hall had to be replastered and one of the ceilings had 

fallen. 

In connection with the proposed transfer of adhinery Yard 

from Enni-scorthy it was pOinted out that if the transfer was ag

reed to a roadway should be made acroSs the plot in whiCh were 

buried the ordinaxy criminals who had been executed since the place 

had been in existence as a Prison. 

The meeting considered it all out of reason that this plot 

should in the circumstances be converted into a roadway 
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The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr Shanno11ll. seconded by Mr Hall:-

"That the proposal to transfer Machinery 7{axd from ex

ford to Enniscorthy be dropped." 

It as decided to recomnend the Council to shut off this 

plot by a wall from the old female prison and on the other side 

by a low wall into whiCh a gate could be inserted to allow of 

the plot being kept clear of weeds. 

In reply to a query the Co. Surveyor said the Council were 

paying a rent of £55 per annum and rates for Ennis cor thy yard. 

He admitted as regards repair of machinery he could not have as 

good facilities in Wexford as he had in Enniscorthy, but he felt 

bound in view of the rent etc., of Ennis cor thy achinery yard -

to bring forward a proposal to have the Change considered though 

he did not recommend it. 

It was decided that the SUb-Committee hold another meeting 

at 10.15 a.m. on Tuesday 9th December, 1930, to consider designs 

and approximate cost of seating accommodation in Co. Council 

Chamber and that the Co. Council meeting on same day be held at 

11 0' clock a.m." 

The second meeting of the Courthouse Committee was held 

in County Council Chamber, Fortview, Wexford, on 9th :r::ecember, 

1930, when there were present lvir • D:>yle, Chairman County . 
Council, (presiding): ll?ssrs R. Corish, James Hall and James 

Shannon. 

The ,Secretary and County SUrveyor were also in attendance. 

In connection with the seating accommodation in County Coun

cil Chamber, the County Surveyor submitted plan of oval table. 

He pOinted out that the amount of seating accommodation was con

trolled by the size of the Council room and, having considered 

various suggestions, he had come to the conclus,ion that an , 

oval table and Chairs would afford the maximum of comfortable 

seating accommodation. If the suggestion was approved he would 

prepare a specification and obtain quotations for next meeting 

of the Council. 
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The suggestion of the County Surveyor as to provision 

of oval table for County Council Chamber was approved. 

7 
As regards Chairs it was decided that the County Surveyor 

should obtain quotations from Irish firms manufacturing chairs, 

and that the chairs at present in use - all of odd patterns -

be distributed ~nong the new offices and the rooms for Solicitors 

and members of the Bar . 

With reference to caretaking of new premises it was decided 

that a conference between Co. Registrar, Co . secretary and Co . 

Surveyor be held) the latter to draw up a list of the duties to 

be performed, report as to Conference to be submitted to next 

meeting of the Council . 

The following resol.ution w~ adopted on the motion of Mr 

CUDl'1lins seconded by Mr O'Byrne: - "That the inutes of Wexford 

Co. Courthouse Committee in respect of meeting held on 29th Nov

ember, 1.930, and 9th recember', 1930, be received and considered . II 

Cor ish held that the painting of the premises Should 

have been included in the original specification. 

The county Surveyor said that the Quantity Surveyor only 

included the painting of any new work. It was covered by the item 

of £300 whiCh had to go in other work that could not possibly 

have been foreseen at the time the specification and Bill of 
• 

Quantities were prepared . 

Mr Gorish Baid the procedure was very irregular and he 

raised it now to prevent a repetition in the future . 

The County Surveyor said that the reconstruction of an old 

building presented unforseen difficul.ties and the Council would 

recognise the many whiCh confronted the conversion of an old 

Jail into a Court and up-to-date offices . He was making some 

further alterations' in the court to meet the wishes of the Judge . 

Cor ish said that the entire appearance of the place was 

spoiled by the old uneven and unsightly flags at the entrance . 

For the sake of the small saving whiCh ould be effected viz., 

£50 he thought some modern flooring should be laid down and he 

proposed a resolution to this effect . 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



- ~ 

The Chairman referred to the existing financial string

ency and said this work could be done at any time. 

r O'Byrne seconded the resolution of r Corish. 

After further discussion a poll was taken with the follow

ing result:-

For the resolution - essrs Armstrong, Colfer, Corish, 

Cummins, Gaul, Keegan, cCarthy, O'Byrne and Shannon - 9. 

Against - Messrs Brennan, Culleton, D'Arcy, Hall, _urphy, 

C'Ryan, Smyth and the Chairman - 8. 

The Chairman declared the resolution adopted. 

The following resolution was then adopted on the motion of 

'r Corish seconded by 0 ' Byrne: - " That the inut es of Co. 

Wexford Courthouse Committee in respect of meeting)held on 29th 

November, 1930, and 9th December, 1930, be and are hereby con

firmed, except in So far as same have been altered or amended 

by resolution adopted at this day's Ineeting. II 

CONFERENCE I'IH T. D. t S 

Mr Cummins moved the following resolution of which he had 

given previous notice:- II That the five T. D. f s of the County 

be invited to attend a meeting of the Council for the purpose Of 

discussing the economic condition of agriculture and taking such 

steps as may be agreed to in order to improve the present very 
• 

unsatisfactory position. II 

In moving his motion r Cummins referred to the deplorable 

economic pOSition of the country. He had been speaking recently 

to many bUSiness men who told him that there was no possible 

chance of getting money from the farmers as they had none to give 

while court proceedings would only accentuate the depression 

and ruin the credit of people who would be only too willing to 

pay provided they were able. The inisters were saying that 

the Country was prosperous While in their own county here £20,000 

had been taken from Government Grants to make good the non-pay

ment of Land Commission Annuities. He believed that if a Con
ference with the T. D. 'S could be arranged for, a plan would be 
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---forth coming whiCh would relieve the present pressure on ag-
'-../ 

riculture. He also held that some consideration should be 

given to the development of the fish ing industry which was ab-

solutely neglected at the moment. There as a mine of wealth 

in the sea waiting for orgaDised effort on the part of the fish

errr.e..n and it was the business of County Councils to talte all 

steps possible to develop this industry. They could instruct 

their T.D.'s to put before the Dail the grievances of the unfort

unate fishermen and endeavour to secure some measurei by which 

their livelihood would be assured. He had great hopes that if 

the conference was successful other Counties similarly circum

stanced ould follow the example of Wexford, and by union and 

organisation, pull the Country out of the present morass. AS 

regardS the real development of the Country the nail at the mom

ent seemed to him to be nothing but a glorified debating SOCiety. 

Mr Keegan contended that four of the T. D. 's in the County, 

Dr. Ryan, essrs Allen, Cor ish and Jordan, were more or less in-. 
clined to epoon feed the farmers and he did not see how they could 

go any further than they had done. At the Sa.m3 tiroo he celieved 

an exchange of views between the T. D. 1 S and the Council would be 

of great benefit. There was nothing before the tail lately but 

the farmer, though no one paid very much heed to the promises made 

to relieve his pOSition. The towns, however, could not be en

tirely neglected and he believed that the passing of the Town 

Tenants Bill was of great importance to an extremely large section 

of the rate paying community, who on the score of rates received 

no Government subsidy as the farmers did in the shape of the 

agricultural Grant. 

Mr McCarthy feared
7
as so many different parties and opinions 

were represented in the council) no practical resul t would be the 

outcome of the proposed conference. Suppose the County Council 

unanimously asked the T.D.' s to take a particular course. If 

this did not fall in with the policy of the party to Which they 

belonged it was impossible to expect the T. D. 1 S to side with the 
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Council as against their political party. It WaS universally 

recognised that agriculture was passing through a very trying 

period and everyone desired the turn in the tide and hoped for 

prosperi ty for the farrer but he (Mr . ccarthy) did not think 

anything practical could possibl y come out of the proposed con

ference. 

iss O'Ryan, in seconding, considered it would be a better 

plan to have a Committee of the Council consult with the T.D. 's 

rather than discuss matters in public . She was very sorry t 0 

say that at present it appeared as if they would much rather 

score against one another on a finicky point than Sit down 

with those who differed from them to adopt a plan Which would 

commend itself to all . The prices of agricultural products 

and livestock were dropping alarmingly every other day . They 

~could se~ that today the price of pigs had fallen so low that 

it would not pay the farmer to keep them. She believed if they 

were in earnest and could drop their party associations for the 

time being they would succeed in stemming the present tide of 

depression. They should endeavour to get more work a~d more 

production in the Country . They should raise the standard of 
all 

living and allo no foreign competition until/the ho~ produsts 
had been disposed of . 

~ r Murphy said he ventured to bet if the Oounty CounCil 

be asked to produce a policy , agreement to it would not be secured. 

After further discussion Mr owrrnins added the following to 

his resolution:- . "That the County Council meet the T. lt. ' s in 

committee and that in addition to the depression in agriculture 

the necessity for the passing of the Town Tenants Bill be also 

considered. That when the Conference has agTeed upon a policy 

the T. D. 's be requested to take concerted action on same. II 

iss O' Ryan seconded. 

The Chairman was of vpinion that the five T. D.' s had as 

good a grasp of the state of the Country as anyone , and there 

was nothing the County Council could tell them in this respect 

of wb.ich they were not aware . The farmers were exploited by 

every political party for the last few months but nothing had 
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been done for them and to his mind it was the farmers alone 

Who could retrieve the situation. While numbers of other in

dustries benefited)even the towns benefited) the farmers were 

put off with nothing but promises . When they asked for de

rating they were given a Comnittee to examine the subject but 

the report had not yet been produced. Nothing would serve the 

Country so well as de-rating and yet the Government ~id not press 
"-the Committee for its report, and acquiesed in the delay . If the 
" T. D.'s in the Dail had been in earnest there would be no necessity 

for the De-rating Committee and it was up to the farmers at the 

next election to do something for themselves and pitch all the 

political farmers. 

r Keegan pOinted out that all SOIDe tenants like himself 

go t from the Government was an increase in their rent of 73 %. 
in the 80' s if landlordS took the same steps they would have 

been shot . 

The Chairman said nothing had been done for agricul ture 

during the past three or four years. 

Miss 0' Ryan - Whose fault was that ? 

Chairman - '!he farmers themselves, and I am sorry to say 

it . 

Mt urphy - I am afraid hen we come here everyone will 

stick to his own opinion and the whole thing will end in a 

bottle of smoke . 

r Gaul then proposed that the County Council hold the 

Conf erence i th the T. .u . , S in publ i c. 

r D'Arcy seconded. 

A poll was taken with the following result :-

For Mr Gaul's amendment :- Messrs ArmstrGng , ColfeT, D'Arcy, 

Ga.ul, Ke egan, Shannon - 6. 

Against - Messrs Brennan, Culleton, Cummins , cCarthy, Murphy, 

o 'Byrne , O'Ryan and Smyth - 8. 

The follOWing did not vote :- essrs Corish, Hall, and the 

Chai rman - 3. 

The Chairman declaxed the amendment l oOt . 
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The resolution of r Qmllinins to provide for the holding 

of the conference in committee was thSr\put and passed nem con. --
It was then decided on the motion of Mr Hall, seconded by 

Mr D'ArcYJ that the Conference be held on Thursday) 8th January 
I 

1931 at 10.30 a.m. 

COLE N GRITTER. 

In connection with the proposal of the County Council to 

make a trial of above gri tter with a view to purchase, a letter 
" under date 28th November, 1930, (RM/3~) was read from the tB-

partrnent of Local Government (Roads). The cOITllJunication pOint-

ed out that the plant could not be purchased in the way suggested. 

Advertisements should be issued asking for tenders and the selectior 

made should be submitted with particulars of all tenders received 

for the inister's sanction, to the purchase. 

The County Surveyor mentioned that the County Council had 

decided not to make a trial of the gritter in question but he as 

arranging for a trial with manure distributors for the lOth inst . 

If any of these were found suitable for gritting the County Coun

cil would submit particulars to the inistry and ask for sanction, 

to any proposal for purchase which reconmended itself to them. 

OAD GRANTS. 

under date 22nd November, 1930, The I:epartment of Local 

Government (Roads) wrote (R/SGF/32)) pointing out that the 

roads to which the County Council referred at their meet ing 

on 27th October as requiring special attention would receive 

consideration when the share of County exford I vement 

Grant for 1931-32 had been determined, but as regards this 

the D3partment would not be in a position to take any steps 

until they were made aware of proposals of the County Council 

as regards road recoDStruction and maintenance. 

It was decided to point out to the tBpartment that 

provisional Road orks Scheme of the County would be considered 

at meeting to be held on 22nd December, 1930. 

Under date 22nd November, 1930, and 2nd December, 1930, 
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letters were received from the Department forwarding the 

following Road Grants:- Wexford Rosslare Road - £299 (final 

payment); T7 - £600. (final payment); and £3025 ain Road ain

tenance. 

ARTIFICIAL HAND FOR ROAD GANGER. 
------------------------

Under date 6th December, 1930, secretary, County Board 

of Health, wrote that on the 17th November, 1930, application 

had been received from James Broaders, Sparrowsland, Bree, a 

former Road Ganger, for artificial hand. The Hospital's 

Committee agreed to supply the artificial limb, as they under

stood he w~ industrious, and had a verw good record as a 

Ganger. The mechanioal' hand would be costly, and it was de-

cided to request the County Council to reinstate Broaders in 

his position as Ganger so that he would be in a pOSition to 

make contribution, towards cost of the hand. 

The County Surveyor said he had spoken to Broaders in 

the matter. He did not know if he would be actually suitable 

to be taken on again as ganger, and there was a quest ion as to 

°the amount of manual work he would be able to perform, with the 

artificial hand. He had been certified by the Civic Guard 

Authorities as authorised to hold a certain amount of gelignite 

which he would have to use in quarries and of course there were 

certain forms which he would have to fill up. Though probably 

wi th a little practice this work could be carried out with the 

left hand. 

The folIo ing resolution was adopted on the motion of 1 r 

Gaul seconded by Mr Shannon:- "That James Broaders, Sparrows

land, Bree, be rOe-employed on probation as Road Gange~. II 

ORD COURTHOUSE AND THE DEPARTMENT 
of FINANCE. 

~ Elgee, SoliCitor, submitted letter from the Depart

ment of Finance, under date 8th December, 1930, (404/296) 
) 

acknowledging receipt of the letter of Mr Elgee of the 29th 

ovember and the enclosure asking for payment of instalment 
J 
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under the award of compensat ion made in respect of the des

truction of exford Courthouse. The question of authorising 

this payment was under consideration and a further communication 

would be addressed to Mr Elgee as soon as possible. 

The follOWing resolution was adopted on the motion of Mt 

QtByrne seconded by the Chairman:- "That with reference to let~ 

ter from Department of Finance to Mr Elgee, under date 8th Dec

ember, 1930, (404/296) we deSire to point out that the Contractor 
) 

for reconstruction of exford Courthouse is pressing the Council 

for paYment on foot 6f his Contract, and that certificates of the 

County Surveyor recommending payment of a large sum were received 

some tie back. II 

FLOODING AT KILLAGOLEY. 

It was decided that the following letter from essrs 

OtFlaherty & Son, SoliCitors, under date 6th December, 1930, 

relative to the flooding of iss Forrestalts premises, be dis

cussed in Committee:-

"we are in receipt of your letter of the 27th ul t., The 

water which causes the flooding does, we .admit, come from a stream 

rurming through our client I s lands but prior to the making of the 

concrete road there were adequate arrangements there to prevent 

the flooding of the road and the flooding of our clientts premises. 

These arrangements the County Council interfered with and the pres

ent flooding is due to the new works whiCh were constructed and 

to the inadequate provision made to carry off the water. e have 

inspected the place and we do not think the lowering of the present 

spillway and the raising of the wallS of the Trap at the side of 

the public road will remedy matters unless a sufficient catChway 

is constructed inside the spillway and the water piped so as to 

discharge into the sewer. 

Our client has no objection to the Councilts Employees to 

go in on the lands and carry out whatever alterations they propose 

to remedy the existing state of affairs but this is ithout pre

judice to any claim she already haa for damage caused by the flood-
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. ing or which she may have in the event of it atterwaxds 

turning out that the new works axe inadequate." 

The County SUrveyor mentioned that in his opinion the 

suggested piping would have no effect on the flooding. 

It was then decided to inform essrs O'Flaherty & Son 

that)~f iss Forrestal is prepared try withdraw her threat of 

proceedings against the Council)the County Surveyor will carry 

out the work which he proposed at last meeting of the County 

Council and which he believes will obviate the flooding. 

PRINTING OF RATE B KS. 

Two tenders were received for the printing of Rate Books 

for Financial yeax 1931-}2. 

exf cr d Peopl e at £15 : 17: 6d. 

exford Free Press at £35:0:Od. 

The follo ing resolution was adopted on the motion of r 

CUmmins seconded by r Shannon:- "That the tender of Wexford 

people Newspaper at £15:17:6d. for the printing etc of Rate Books 

for Financial year 1931-32 be accepted. II 

GREiNVILLE LANE ENNISCORTHY. 

Mt patrick O'Neml1, Greenville, wrote) calling attention 

to the shocking state of the above lane which he mentioned was 

. a Subject for serious comrnent from respectable townspeople who 

use it as a wall of recreation, not to speak of the old and in

firm who were living on the lane and had to traverse it daily. 

cCaxthy said t~ the lane was a short distance out

side Enniscorthy and eneed in a cul-de-sac. There were a number 

of people living on it but he did not see what the Council could 

do in the matter . 

The County SUrveyor said it was not a connecting 1inlc. 

It was decided on the proposal of the Chairman to adjourn 

the matter to next meeting. 

STREAM AT CLONATrIN ROAD ,GOREY. 

Under date 27th November, 1930, a numerously signed 
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memorial was received from the residents of Clonattin Road 

Gorey, protesting against what they stated was the suggestion 

of Mt Dunbar, Clerk of Works in charge of sewerage scheme to 
1 

close in the stream at Clonattin Road . The inhabitants found 

it very convenient . The same suggeS.tion was made two years 

ago when the medical officer of the district said it was ost 

unjust to the inhabitants to close in the stream as it was most 

heal thy and beneficial. They therefore asked tha.t the suggestion 

of the Clerk of orks should not be carried out . 

MI Keegan proposed that the question of the stream at 

Clonattin Road, Gorey, be left in the handS of the County Board 

of Health who were well acquainted with the situation. 

D'ArCY seconded. Passed. 

The secretary stated on receipt of memorial copy had been 

transmitted to the Board of Health for their information. 

~1lli!..LL'-S' PROTJ;!;CTION ASSOCIATI 

The following reSolutions~ere received from the Emergency 

Committee of the Farmers' Protection ASsociation , 3 st . stephen's 

Green, Dublin, : -

1 . "That while we abate in no rreasure our demand for the instant 

operation of a proper national economic policy devised in aid of 

, agriculture on the principles of Arthur Griffith'S , ?;e now demand 

. (to m3et the urgent necessities of prevailing conditions) such 

lessening of the burthen of overhead charges on the farmer as 

will be afforded by derating of all ~ricul tural land and an 

immediate moratorium in respect of rents , annuities, &c. , so 

that the present intolerable system of Court proceedings and 

seizures for agricult~l rents, annuities and rates, Which 

is compelling farmers to sell their live stock and crops at 

ruinous prices be brought to an imrrediate cessation. If 

2. JlThat we reiterate our objection to the :proposed Permanent 

Tariff Commission, composed of Civil servants, who will there

by be put in the position of dictating national economic policy. 

e are,however, prepared to submit the economic policy out-
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lined _by Arthur Griffith for relief of agriculture to a con

ference composed of equal numbers of the Farmers' Protection 
v 

Association and of membrs of the Dail selected by the Govern
/... 

ment. 1I 

3. "That this neeting of the Emergency Committee desires 

to impress on farmers, workers, traders and all others 

associated with agricultural interests in Co. Dublin and 

throughout the Free State that Mt cosgrave -- the President 

of the Executive Council responsible to the people -- has 

failed to give any definite scheme of relief, in view of the 

serious depression in all classes of agriculture which has 

gravely affected the resources of the people and made it 

practically impossible to meet their obligations for rates, 

rents, &c., as well as curtailing their livelihood. The fact 

that there has been no practical response to the demands put 

forward by thiS ASsociation cannot be regarded otherwise than 

as extremely disappointing and we call on the people in this 

emergency to express their outspoken disapproval and condem

nation of the absence of any definite and immediately workable 

sCheme from responsible authority to relieve the necessities 

of the situation." 

. 4. IIThat while the promise of the President of the Executive 

Council to give direct relief to the farmer has been accepted 

by the Government he has taken no steps to define his scheme 

nor has he taken any action as yet to stop the intolerable 

system of Court proceedings and seizures for rents and rates 

whiCh is compelling farmers to sell at ruinous prices. e de-

mand an immediate suspension of these oppressive proceedings." 

5.. "That we request the County Councils to defer the fram-

ing of their Rates Estimates for 1931/32 until the Government's 

scheroo for de-rating has been produced. II 

iss J' yan proposed that the resolutions from Emergency 

Committee be referred to the conference ith the T.D. 's to be 

held on 8th January, 1931. 

Mr Hall se conded. Passed. 
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DUNDALK URBAN COUNCIL. 

The following resolution from Dundalk Urban Council 

was )on the motion of iss '" 'Ryan )seconded by Hall.) referred 

to the forthcoming conference with the T.D. 's : -

"That having regard to the serious economic position in 

which the tillage farmers of Ireland now find themselves 

through no faul t of their own, and which is bound to become 

Torse day by day, we, the Urban District Council of Dundalk 

calIon the T.D.'s representing all sections in the country 

to meet at the earliest opportunity in order to evolve a work

able scheme calculated to save them from further loss and 

pOSSibly financial ruin. We recomnend that a national granary -

ont of the strongest planks in the early 8im Fein movement -

be established ith a view :-

(1) To ensure sufficient supplies for the country in 

case of war or other emergency. 

(2) To ensure for our own main industry a fair and 

reasonable return in future." 

PROP SED PURCHASE a LABOURERS' COTTAGES . 

On the motion of iss O'Ryan seconded by 'Arcy, the 
J 

following resolution from Limerick County Council was referxed 

to the ounty Board of Health for attention: -

"That this COnstituency Council of the Limerick Branch 

of the Irish Labour party . callS upon the Limerick County Coum

cil, to urge upon the Government the pressing need for legis

lation to expedite the purchase of the Labourers' Cottages 

by the tenants, and with this object in view, we demand the 

holding of a Departmental Inquiry as a necessary prelude, and 

at which representation should be a:fforded to the various in

terests concerned. " 

NCE LEAGUE . 

The following resolution from above was read:-

"That we congratulate and thank the County Councils who 
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passed the Resolution demanding the release of the Pol tical 

Prisoners, and we believe that to their patriotic aQd humane 

action is due the unconditional release of Aidan Sweeney and 

Patrick cGuinness from Mountjoy Jail on the 28th November . " 

SORSHIP OF EVIL LIT TURE AJ.\l'D CIN · ' S. 

The following resolutions were received from the Hon . 

Secretary of the League of the Kingship of Christ, and ere 

adopted on the motion of lJ.rurphy seconded by Mr Hall : ~ 

(1) "Since it is clear that the circulation of foreign 

literature of a degrading character is a damger to our Irish 

culture and Christian standards, and since the eXisting laws 

are inadequate in face of the magnitude of the evil and the 

abnormal situation of which it is a feature, this general 

meet ing is of opinion that a fundamental change in censorship 

1 aw is required. Hence it demands that no foreign public-

ation shall be allowed into this country, for Circulation, 

until it has been examined by a competent official authority 

and reported to contain nothing offensive to the t radi tional 

standards of the people . II 

(2) "Since it is manifest that IriSh Catholic cul ture and 

Christian morals are in peril from the activities of o~nemas 

showing principally films of unchristian origin and degRading 
general 

tendencies, this/meeting is of opinion that drastic ~easures 

are required to cope with the evil, and that a new and far 

more exacting system of censorship needs to be established. 

It demands, therefore, that in the future no film shall be 

released for display, nor any filru advertisement be exhibited 

hich is out of harmony with the moral sense and Christian 

standards of the people . II 

RELIEF GRANTS . 

Corish mentioned that at the last meeting of the Coun

ty Council a proposal was adopted that application should be 

made to the Government to endeavour to secure some of the 
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Relief Grants which were then before the nail. The amount 

of the Grant £360,000 had now been passed. Some of the T.D. 's 

had a consultation with the inister for Local Government, and 

when he as asked for what works the money would be authorised 

so far as could be gathered from his stateroont he was not anxious 

that it should be spent on road work, if that could possibly 

be avoided. He suggested that enquiries should be instituted 

to ascertain the districts in whiCh the greatest need prevailed 

owing to unemployment. He (Mt Corish) suggested that they 

ascertain from the Home Assistance Officers the areas in whiCh 

the greatest distress prevails, and on receipt of this infor

mation the County Surveyor should prepare some schemes at once 

and send them to the inistry. Everybody as looking for a 

, slice of the amount voted and it was dangerous to delay. 

Oylegate, for instance, had been badly hit through failure of 

the fishing industry and in places like Taghffion footpaths were 

badly needed. Afforestation and matters of that description 

• 

could also be carried out in Suitable centres. The inister 

would be prepared to approve of expenditure on suCh workS as 

these . 

iss 'Ryan said if everything was done as well as the 

roads they would be well off. 

In reply to the Chairman Mt Corish mentioned that it was 

not necessary that the money should be spent before the end of 

the financial year. 

The Chairman said drainage was very important and though 

of course, this was not the time of the year to carry it out, 

there were a number of unemployed people who wanted relief at 

the moment. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr 

Corish seconded by Mr O'Byrne:- "That our secretary ascertain 

from the Home Assistance Officers of the County Board of Health 

particulars as to the districts in this County which are suffer-

ing most through unemployment. On receipt of this information 

the County Surveyor should prepar~sehemes for these areas, and 
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forward them to the !b.inistry as soon as possible . II 

• 
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A Special meeting of wexford County Council for the 

purpose of cons~dering the Provisional Road Works Scheme for 

financial year 1931 - 32 was held in County Council Chamber, 

exford, on 22nd December, 1930. 

Present :- Mt . Doyle (Chairman) presiding, also: 

Messrs James Armstrong, John Brennan, James Clince, Patrick 

Colfer, Thomas Cooney, Richard Corish, John Culleton, John 

Cummins, Timothy F. D' Arcy, John. J))ran, mouse I Eb~1 Ii , James 

Gaul, Col.C.M. Gibbon, James Hall, Patrick Hayes, kichael 

• Jordan, William P. Keegan, Thomas lvJ.aylor, Thomas lccarthy, 

John Murphy, Sean O'Byrne, iss Nellie O'Ryan, Col.R.p.wemyss 

Quin, . . Roche , James Sharmon, yles smyth and James E. Walsh. 

The secretary, County Surveyor, Mr Elgee County Solicitor 

and s~x ASSistant Surveyors ere also in attendance. 

Tbe inutes of last meeting ere read and confirmed. 

PAY1;ENTS. 

Treasurer's dvice Note for £15208:7:lld. was examined 

and signed. 

PROVISIONAL ROAD ORKS SCHE·~. 

In connection with the above the Secretary said the . 

County Surveyor's proposals for expenditure under Road Works 

Scheme for 1931-32 (£73395) as compared with amount allo ed 

by Council for last year (£55099) shows an increase of £1~296, 

or approximately an increase of 1/- in the £. £7669 of the 

increase is on Main Roads and £10627 is on County Roads. (In

cl uded in £55099 allowed last yeax was £2000 for Rosslare Road). 

The County Surveyor's Estimate for next year (£73395) as com

pared ith his original estimate last year (£78732) sho s a re-

duction of £5337, £2189 being forain Roads and £3l4tl for 

County Roads -- (reduction 3iLin £). The amount allowed 

last year £55099 represented a reduction of approximately 30% 

on the County Surveyor's Estimate (£78732 ) last year. Tre 

£55099 allo ed by the County Council last year as made un as 
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follows:-
£28465 ~ ain Roads 
£26634 County Roads. 

representing a rate for Main Roads of 1/5td and for County Roads 

1/6d. Total 2/11td. Included in the 2/11td is £2000 for Ross

lare Road (ltd in the £,). The fo11o ing were the r stes in the 

£ on the proposals submitted by the County Surveyor:-

ain Roads. Repair and l.:laintenance (£32162) 19.563d. 

Improvement (£2972) 1.808d; Contingencies £1000· .b08d. Total. 

£36134 or a Rate of 21.979d . 
County Roads. Repair and' .intenance (£34298) 23.l74d: 

Improvement (£1963) 1.333d : Contingencies (£1000) .676: Total. 

(£37261) or a Rate of 25.1~3d. Total Rate for all roadS 47.1~. 
in £. Increase over last year Main 4.66d: County 7. 31d : Total 

11·97d. 

aintenance Grant. The Maintenance Grant last year was 

£10Cb4. The Council will understand that this Grant varies in 

accordance with the allocation passed by the County Council for 

!vlain Road aintenance, the basis on which it is paid being 40 ro 
of the Council's expenditure on the 1~aintenance of ain Roads. 

urbana. The follOWing statement sho s the County Sur-

veyor's Estimate for Maintenance of ~ain Roads in Urban Districts 

and the allocation therefor finally agreed to last year:-

Estimate Allocation Reduction 

Enniscorthy 510 341 1~6 New Ross 620 304 
wexford 12 4Q9 203 

£1442 £1054 388 

Next Year's Proposals for Urban Districts are as follows 

wi th allocation passed for last year:-

County Council's Co. Surveyor's 
allocation last Estimate 
2ear . Next year. Increase 

Enniscorthy 341 510 16Q 
New Ross 304 glO 206 
Wexford 409 00 391 

J:054 1820 766 
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In connection with the scheme the County Surveyor sub

mitted the folIo ing:-

tiThe special business of this eeting being the consider

ation of the Road Works Scheme for the financial year 1931-32, 

I think i t adv~sable to go fully into the Estimate prepared by 

me. I have carefully considered every item, and have discussed 

ith the Assistant surveyors the possible requirements of the 
, 

var ious roads. During the past few years there has 'Been an 

excessive reduction in the money allowed on the County Roads 

generally, and no e have arrived at a stage that unless more 

money be granted for these roadS they will rapidly get into a 

very bad condition. The money allowed on the Main Roads tllOugh 

also, in my opinion, far belo what is necessaxy, has been at 

a better rate than on the County Roads, but in dealing wi th these 

you should take into consideration that 40% of the cost is a 

Governrrent Grant. It seems curious that in view of the large 

expenditure 0; work on the Main Roads that the maintenano1cost 

should be kept high: this is due to the fact that surface 

dressed roads must be frequently re-dressed, other ise the im

provement ork ill be rendered useless in a very few years. 

The Lo cal Government I:epartment make ita condition of the 40,0 

Grant to the 1:ain Road vfaintenance, that all improved roads 

should be fully maintained, and that necessary surface dressing 

should be carried out, by us. Items for dressing this year 

are much the same as last year, cover in all about 36 miles, 

and the figure amounts to £13,130. This sum I consider must 

stand if you are to qualify for the Grant. AS re gards 0 ther 

maintenance on the main roads I have considered the essentials 

for keeping them up to a reasonable standaxd only. The figures 

set out for vountl Roads - in regard to third class roads -

are mucll the s~ as I submitted last year, and in this connection 

I must point out that the money allowed showed a considerable 

reduction. The Contract roads both third and fourth class, 

of course must be maintained at Contract fmgures. 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



I have a.sked the Surveyors of other Counties for stat

istics, which, of course, only deal with the current year ' s 

expendi ture, and have obtained replies from 14 Counties. Also 

I have tabulated statistices of all tIle Counties in the Free 

Jtate , which shows that, Wexford, one of the wealthiest 

counties, is lowest in the sca.le of expenditure : being a,t the 

bottom of the list with County Leitrirn. Wexford is very near

ly at the top of the list for road mileage, but is low down 

in valuation per mile of road. A point of great importance 

is also that the registration of mectlanically propelled veh

icles in Wexford is greater than in most other Oounties. Road 

locomotives in exford are more numerous than in any County, 

which indicates,to my mind, that the proportion of tillage is 

greater, i th consequent heavy road tra.ffic. I am fully 

aware of the great difficulty at the present time in obtaining 
now 

rates, but I must pOint out that a drastic cut/iS not an econ-

omi cal me thod of dealing with roads." 

'I'J:l9 County Surveyor said there was one item they woul d 

have to provide for in addition to those on Road orks Sclleme 

viz., £500 for the rebu:lding of Bridge at Ballygarvan near 
/ 

Gusserane which had been swept away by floods wi thin the past 

fortnight. This bridge would have to be rebull t in the coming, 

year. It would be a great inconvenience to a number of people 

not being able to use this road for ordinary traffic but the 

best he could do ould be to provide a rough footbridge made 

up of large trees. The fact that the bridge was down would 

mean a big round for many people and for a good deal of lorry 

traffic. Any temporary structure to accommodate lorry traffic 

was out of the question. 

The following resolution wa.s adopted on the motion of Mr 

CU1llnins se condad by M.r Murphy : - " That a sum of £500 be in

cluded in Provisional Road. Works Scheme to cover cost of re

building of Ballygarvan (Gussera.ne) Road Bridge . 

In reply to a query the County SUrveyor said the amoun1S 
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in the Contingency Funds at present were :- ain £319 ; 

County £36. This was all that was available to carryon 

until 31st March next . 

Colonel Gibbon moved that the total amount to be spent 

on road repair and improvement for next financial year be 

limited to £40,000 exclusive of any Government Grants which 

might be received. Also that if his proposal be adopted 

that the Provisional Road Works Scheme be again referred to 

the County Surveyor to submit to next meeting of the County 

Council , details as to how the £40,000 as to be allocated 

over the different. roads . The Council should remember 

that Road expenditure was the only item in which any reduction 

of any appreciable sum could be made . They were bound to 

relieve the poor and provide for the mentally afflicted, and 

most of the balance of their budget was made up of fiXed items 

ith hiCh they could not interfere. Since 1925 to 1930 the 

prices of agricul tural produce had fallen by 15 per cent while 

the cost of living had gone down only 8 per cent. The farmer 

was therefore in a distinctly worse position than in 1925, and 

it was absolutely essential he should get some reltef . This 

year the approximate demand of the County Surveyor was for 
finandlial 

£74,000 while he was given for current/year £56,000 . Before, 

however , sanctioning any Scheme they should look into the gen

eral road policy and make certain they were on right lines . 

The County Surveyor had told them they were not spending so 

muCh per mile of road as other counties and that in proportion 

to the valuation they had a lower rate - But the reason of this 

as because the ratepayers could not afford the money . He (Col . 

Gibbon) quest ioned the wisdom of the pol icy by which certain 

main trunk roads had been put into a first class condition for 

through traffiC while parallel to them they had an existing 

means of transport - the railway . The Wexford County Council 

had asked the Government to limit the weight of lorries to 
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four tons II all in". If this had been agreed to local trans-

port would have been reduced to its legitimate figure and the 

railways would be in a position to caIry large amounts of heav.u 

traffic long distances and giving ~orrespondingly 10 rates . 

He admitted it was necessary to have a through road from Bun

clody - which WM a long distance from a railway stat ion - up 

through the country . This was a legitimate case in which road 

transport should be developed. The County Surveyor had stated 

there were three miles of a bad bit between Scarawalsh and Bally

varney which should be put into good condition, but he (Col . 

Gibbon) did not think this section bad. Then the road from 

Rosslare to exford over which so many visitors passed needed im-

provement. These two cases required greater attention but the 

other main trunk roadS were in a fair condition and ould bear 

compaIison with the other roads in the Free state except per

haps those in the neighbourhood of DUbl in. He considered that 

the Government should not put pressure by bribes of grants from 

the Road Fund on ratepayers to spend on roads more than they 

could afford. It appeared that the County Wexford was putting 

into this fund more money than the majority of other Counties 

and were entitled to a fair share of that mosey_ The fund 

realised by taxation of motors should be dral'Jn upon for any 

improvement of main or trunk roads and it was quite rong to 

put such expenditure on to the ratepayers who he had shown were 

unable to meet it. He noticed in the Roads Work Scheme a sum 

of £8130 or 14/4d. per perch had been set down for tax spraying 

alone and that this work was cos ting £90 per mile . Qotor traf-

fic fould not expect these vonder roads all through the country 

when a very considerable amount of present lorry traffic could 

go by rail. Such a policy could not be justified. There as 

an outcry from farmers against the tarred road surface . It is 

so slippery their horses could not travel on it . Providing 

these and making the farmer hang on to their maintenance in 

perpetuity is too much to expect . The County Surveyor had 
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promise6 the County Council six years or so ago that there 

would be a reduction in road expenditure but this did not 

materialise. 

County Surveyor - At that time no one could have fore

seen the development of heavy lorry traffic . 

Colonel Gibbon said that taking int 0 account the 1 arge 

sums which had been spent in Enniscorthy district one would 

expect expenditure for the year would show a big decrease, 

but according to the Count y Surveyor the road expenditure in 

. nniscorthy District should be 93 per cent more than in Gorey: 

50 per cent more than in New Ross and 62 per cent more than in 

Wexford District. The expenditure in Enniscorthy district 

was going up instead of down. putting up £40,000 Was the 

very most the County Council should sanction to be drawn from 

the ratepayers . He then proposed the following : - "That a 

sum of £40,000 be agreed to by this meeting to meet all ex

penditure for proposals in Provisional Road Yorks Scheme as 

submitted by County Surveyor for financial year 1931-32 . That 

if this motion be adopted the scheme be referred back to the 

County Surveyor to allocate this amount to the various roads 

and that details of this allocation be submitted to next meet

ing of the Council. 

Mr Culleton seconded. 

secretary - I think the first thing you shouid do is to go 

through the special works, and then decide What is to be allo ed 

and disallowed for the main roads and the county roadS. 

Chairman - vVb.at do the specia.l works amount to ? 

Secretary - To 3.1 pence in the £. The special works on 

main roads are equivalent to 1. eoB pence, and for the county 

roads 1.333 pence; total 3.141 pence in the £ . 

Chairman - What way do we stand about our chance of grants? 

secretary - We do not kno that. The maintenance grants 

are 40 % of whatever we agree to spend on, main roads . 

Mr Cooney said that Colonel Gibbon took a terrible interest 

in the farmers coming to the electiOns, but if he ent throug h 
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the country he would find that the money allowed for the 

roads was not enough. He (lvll' Coopey} as getting letters 

from time to time from farmers in New Ross district complain

ing about the state of the roads. He had some of these 

letters in his pocket, and ho were they going to keep the 

roads in repair if the estimate was to be cut down? The 

farmers in New Ross district were crying out 11 the time, 

and said that the roads in their district were in a scandalous 

condition. He always thought that New Ross district never 

got its share of the money struck for the maintenance !f)f roads. 

They found out no that it was to be less than last year, and 

50 per cent less than what was spent in Enniscorthy. That was 

not fair. Ross district was one of the worst in the , County, 

so far as road repairs were concerned, and he cou14 not see 

hy the expenditure there should be 50 per cent less than 

Enniscorthy. 

County Surveyor - You have got to take into account that 

the area of Enniscorthy district is two-fifths of the county. 

It is a very big area. 

Chairman - Is the district of Enniscorthy twice as big 

as le~ RoSS or Gorey? 

County Surveyor - Not tWice as much but is two-fifthS of 

the County. 

'!lX Shannon - ..cl!nniscorthy is a more central ised area. J.!ore 

traffic passes through Enniscorthy in one day than in any other 

district in the county. I listened to Colonel Gibbon very 

attentively, and I wonder if he has the sympathy of too farmers 

or ratepayers today. I cannot see Where he is consistent, for 

it is only a short time ago vhen he had an opportunity of doing 

something for the farmers, he did not interfere. To-day he 

stands up and says the road rate must be cut down. Of course 

he is probably in a position to do that, but sooner or later 

it will have to be put on again. I say it is not economical. 

Now he has first class roads made to suit his motor, and is it 
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fair distribution of money to have the expenditure cut down 

on by-teoads . hich are being used by motorists carrying on 

t heir business, as well as others ~ If the expenditure on 

these roads is to be cut down you will have no roads there 

this time twelve months. It is not a fair distribution, 

and the people using them have got to pay rates and taxes. 

Let them cut down the rate and they would hear more about it 

later on. 

r O'Byrne thought they should take the improvement ~ 

work;s separately from the other. items. 

~ RoChe said whatever rate ias struck he ould like if 

I 

the County Surveyor saW the county roads at the present time. 

The trunk roads which were not used by the ratepayers of the 

county at all were kept in very good condition, but the roads 

usEid by the farmers were apparently neglected, and he asked the 

County Surveyor if he could contradict it. Referring to the 

Kilmore road, hich he travelled on, he thought it was on the 

minutes where Mr Barry said ten months ago that this road was in 

good condition. 

County Surveyor - It is not in good condition no . 

Mt .oche - you say it was in good condition that tL~e ? 

COUl1ty Surveyor - It as in good condition that time,but 

not now. 

r ~oche - The road at the present time is impassible to 

pass over. In the south of the county there are miles of roads 

in that condition, and there is very heavy traffic - agricul

tural traffic - on small roads that receive no attention. It 

is absolutely wrong altogether to let these roads get into that 

condition, and I propose that vhatever rate is struck the bulk 

of it be applied to such roads and leave the main roads alone. 

The County Surveyor said he agreed that the Kil Dre road 

as in a bad condition at present, and part of it, he said, 

would have to be reconstructed. To carry out Colonel Gibbon's 

suggestion he would like to see a Committee appointed with re-

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



to 

gard to the allocation of the expenditure, as it was imposs

ible for him to forecast a sum, in the circurnstances , without 

being unsatisfactory to everybody . There was no doubt about 

tha.t , and he thought if they had a Committee, representing 

the four corners of the county, they could do the best they 

could. As he said before, the by- roads were in a far orse 

state than the main roads, because they had improvement works 

carried out on the main roads . The price on the . bJ- roads 

was only £13 per mile , while it was £84 per mile on the main 

roads. It might be said that was a very high price for the 

main roads, but in view of the heavy traffic, and if the work 

as not done they could not maintain these roads for £140 per 

mile . By the improvements that were carried out they got them 

doofor a lesser amount in maintenance , and had better roadS to 

maintain. He would like to point out that in Carlow the main

tenance, per mile on main roads, was £86 ; county roads, £17; 

average ,£33 . Cavan, main roads ,£71; county roads ,£14; average 

£31. Kilkenny, £126 on main roadS; £21 for county roads, 

average, £43 . Leix,£188 on main roads ; £21 on by- roads ; average, 

£57 . Leitrim, main roads,£60; county roads,£14; average,£25 · 

LOUth,mai~OadS, £94; county roads , £19 ; average £41 . Mayo,main 

roads, £64; county roads, £15; average £27 . onaghan, main roads, 

£79 ; county roads, £15; a~rage £27 . South Tipperary , main 

roads, £70 ; county roads, £22; average ,£44. Waterford, ma.in 

roads ,£l$; county roads, £20 ; average ,£4B . Wexford,continued 

I1l' Barry, is the lowest of the whole with £84 for main roads , 

£13 for county, an average of £25 . The maintenance cost of 

their main roads,per mile, was higher than South Tipperary, a 

good deal less than Waterford, 10 er than Roscommon, Offaly, a 

little over ~ayo, lower than South Leix and Kilkenny , the 

same as Kildare , higher than Galway , and little more than 

cavan. There was one interesting thing, and in a way more 

imuortant than anything, and that as the valuation of the 

County per mile of road . In that respect wexford, compared 
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with counties of its kind, was fairly low . The valuation per 

mile of road, in Oarlow , was £268 ; oavan , £191 ; Clare, £147 ; 

Cork, £175; Donegal , £07; Dubl i n, £1217; Galway, £190; Kerry , 

£137 ; Kildare, £297; Kilkenny , £236 ; Laoghais , £215 ; Leitrim, 

£123 ; Limerick, £250; Longford, £201 ; Louth , £384; fayo , £132 ; 

l.eath, £337; ll;.onaghan, £188 ; Offaly, £252 ; Roscom:non, £222 ; 

Sligo, £197; Tipperary N. ct.2l4; Tipperary S. £281 ; Wa.terford, 

£200 ; WestwBath, £320; Wexford , £200; Wicklo , £258 . 

Keegan said they were Doing to vote a lot of money on 

roads, and as the premier body of the county, he thought they 

had more to consider than roads. He understood they were pro-

mised by the Oounty Surveyor six or seven years ago tha~if they 

laid out a certain amount then on the roads they would have their 

roads a whole lot cheaper afterwards . They found that vas not 

so . The same thing appl ied to the Oounty Health Board, and the 

different institutions when they were told they.would save, 

through the amalgamation of unions, £6,000 or £7,000 in t 0 years . 

He had not the figures Oolonel Gibbon had but he had the figures 

of com~onsense and found so faI as a reduction was concerned , 

the rates had increased , although there was more money coming 

in from the motor people . It cost the Oouncil a good deal of 

money, and he could not see any saving. He thought their poor 

people were never in a worse position than at the moment and 

th~t they were coming to a time when be believed, they would 

have to ooon their purse strings more, and unless something un

foreseen happened, he did not see anything else for it . He ag

reed that the by-roads were sadly neglected and kne some to 

have the grass growing across them. He asked them, in con-

nection with the matter , to reserve something for the poor to 

carry them over the bad times . 

Oolonel Quin said he was afraid, so far as the Health 

Board was concerned, the expenses would go up and not down. 

Mr Hall - Why not spend some of the money the same as Mr 

Roche suggests? We axe spending practically £90 per mile on 
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on the tar- spraying of main roads which , so far as I can 

see , i s driving the traffic off the roads . 

The Chairman said that tar- spraying was only making 

motorways out of the roads , involved a big sum of money and 

rendered the roads practically useless to the ratepayers of the 

county . There was no use in having polished surfaces on which 

horses could not traveyand which were only for the accom~odation 

of the lorry and the motor . Every day these roads were cost

ing something to try and prevent people from slipping on them 

and they sa where they had to get a nanure distributor to put 

sand on in roads. In his opinion they were useless except 

for motor traffic alone . They had a road from Rosslare to 
. 

Wexford of which port ion of it was ta.r-sprayed and the surface 

as in a very polished condition and uncomfortable to travel on. 

He sa another portion of it and everybody could travel on it 

and to- day, they had to apply sand on the tarred surface to 

prevent people f r om sl ippi ng on the other portmon. 

the stretch between Kerlogue and Wexford. 

That was 

Mr Hall - Tar- spraying, as ell , gives very little emnloy-

ment because the money goes out of the country . 

lvJr Hayes referred to the Duncannon 1 ins as an important 

road from the agricultural point of view and said Whatever es

timate they might adopt, attention should be paid to it. 

Chairman - I think we ought to stick to the amount of the 

estimate . There is no use bringing up individual roads . 

J.~ .. iss O' Ryan - You have a proposal for the reduction of the 

estimate and last year there was a reduction also. 

Chairman - There was an increase of the year before . 

Miss C, ':2yan expressed the vie 4f the County Surveyor ' s 

estimate was cut to a figure 10 er than the amount of money 

spent last year, there v;as nothing to keep the roads of the county 

in the condition they wished them to be. They could not haw it 

both ways, for they must spend money or have bad roads . She 

agreed that the county ra.tes were not in a position they 1 iked to 

see them in. She thought some of the money, particularly, that 
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on contract roads, might be better spent. The stones ere 

not put out in time, and if they were, they might wear in to

gether better. Referring to the tax-spraying, iss O'Ryan 

said that the County Council adopted tarred roads as the best 

and they had a lot of criticism since about it. She thought 

they should get someone to go into the matter ith the County 

Surveyor and decide whether they should continue them or not. 

Unless these roads were tarred each year they were going to 

become full of pot-holes, and if they were not to be treated 

i th tar some other means would have to be adopted. It as 

said that the system resulted in sending money out of the 

count),J. It was unfortunate, in connection ith the cement 

contracts, which should not be going out of it, if things 

were done right above (hear ,hear). They had a big problem, 

and ho , she asked, ere they going to maintain their tarred 

roads if they were not gOing to put something else on them 

besides tar. They' were not in a position to increase their 

rates, and all agreed wi th that. Reference was made to the 

different institutions, but why, asked iss O'Ryan, are our 

institutions costing more ? Our answer is on account of the 

deplorable state of the countrY, with the result that you have 

more poor people going into them and more poor people wanting 

relief. It is not on account of bad management, but it is 

because of the state we are in whiCh is becomgng orse every 

day. In conclusion,she suggested a Committee to consult With 

the County Surveyor with regard to roads. 

Colonel Quin - Every year we have the sa.me thing. The 

County Surveyor asks very much more than he can expect to get . 

It is only human nature, and he knows he doesn't expect to get 

£70,000. e are told we are fools that e don' t give it, but 

ie are hearing that every year. I think £40,000 is quite 

enough for this year. 

Mr Hall - You had a road inspection committee one tim9, 

and they did a good deal of ork. I think you ought to appoint 
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. a new coromi ttee . 

Colonel uin - Is the cement road Cheaper than the 

tarred road ? 

The County Surveyor replied that the cement road for 

heavy traffic lfas going to be the cheaper proposition. It 

costs very little more to start ith, but he believed its 

maintenance afterwards would be very 1 i ttle, and even, after 

ten years, if it did break up in some instances, they ould 

be in no worse position than with the tar-macadam road. 

Mt lurphy asked if there was any difference in the policy 

of constructing tar- wacadam roads . They heard of some roads 

on which horses could not alk, but there was no comolaint con

cerning the road, that wa.s done in New Ross district, through 

Camblin. He never heard of any horse Slipping on it, and asked 

how it was they heard complaints of horses slipping on the other 

tarred roads in the county . 

Chairman - I think there is t<bo much tar in them. 

Mr :urphy - The Camblin road is a good job, and it has cost 

nothing, in sand, to keep the horses from slipping. 

Cha·irman - Neither does the road from Rosslare to Kerlogue . 

. 'urphy - But from Kerlogue into extrod 7 

Chairman - That · is Slippery . 

County Surveyor - The bit umen on the Cambl in road is the 

sarre as the nniscoethy- New Ross Road, on which there is,un

doubtedly very heavy traffic . The high speed of a number of 

motor cars is , undoubtedly responsible for the poliShed roads, 

and you don ' t have the same number of high speed motors travelling 

the Camblin road. Another thing is that there is a n umber of 

dangerous corners on the Camblin road, which necessi tates slo 

driving . 

U' Doran - HoYT is it tha.t there 1's no complaint concerning 

the road from Ballybrenna.n to Ballymackessy, which is tarred, 

and when you come on to the Ballymackessy bridge you could not 

stand on the roa~ . 

~ Barry - Because there is a good deaa more of fast motor 

traffic. 
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Mt Doran - It appears to me there is more tar used on 

the Bally nacke s sy road . 

Mt D' Arcy - That is the trouble . 

County Surveyor - No , it is principally a question of 

the motor traffic . 

Mr Cor ish said kno~ ing as they did the lean -period far

lners were passing through, he quite admitted it was not an 

easy matter to r!Jake a case for more expenditure . At the 

same time he wondered if it was wise on their part to support 

the propos 1 put for ard by Colonal Gibbon. It as a very 

indiscriminate proposal - a proposal that was not of the nature 

they expected Colonel Gibbon to make in view of the fact that 

he , above all members in the room, continuously advocated 

from the end of one financial year to the other '" the expend

iture of more money on the roads not the by- roads - but the 
< 

main roads . He held that the proposal was ultra vires as 

it as the business of the Council under Local Governn:snt 

regulations to consider the amount Which should be allocated 

for each road . Colonel Gibbon had asked what was their road 

pOlicy , It appeared to him (Mt corish) that they never had 

a road policy , and he thought the proposal put for ard by 'ss 

O'Ryan deserved consideration. He suggested that they adjourn 

the consideration of the estimate for a month, and a Com.-ni ttee 

be appointed Which, in the meantime, should go around and see 

What was the position so far as the roads were concerned . So 

far as high ra.tes went was there any instance on record, he 

asked, here rates were admitted to be reasonable. He always 

heard the rates were too high, and that as going on as long as 

he could remember . It las certainly a hardship on farmers to 

make roads for motor people, ho did not directly pay rates into 

the county . The Committee, he suggested, could closely exa~ine 

the amount for the roads, and the quest ions ra.ised, and report 

to the next meeting . He thought concrete gro~ting should be 

recommended as much as possible on link roads . He suggested 

that the county council instead of striking a. high rate on 
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linl< roads, should consider the possibility ot borro ing 

the money . The rate of interest was not :o.uch, and it would 

pay them better to do that instead of meeting the expenditure 

out of ordinary revenue. If the resolution as proposed by 

Colonel Gibbon , was carried out, they ould have no road 

policy, and if the estimate Wa$ reduced to the figure he pro

posed, he would like them to realise the reaction it ould 

have on the finances of the County Board of Health, He felt 

certain that reaction a.s Eoing to be conSiderable, and the 

expendi ture on the county Board of Health increased in due 

proportion. If they took £16,000 off the road estimate and 

thre so many men on the labour market it was possible they 

and their dependants would have to be considered by the Board 

of Health, so that they ould be taking the noney out of one 

pocket and putting it into the other. They ere all expect-

ing something to be done as far as de-rating was concerned, 

and partial de-rating Would have to come of necessity to the 

relief of the farmers during the comin~ lpring. If theyad

opted a low estimate and their roads were neglected, they were 

not going to get as much rel ief as other counties, where they 

ere striking a rate on the same level as last year. In the 

circumstances he thought they should be very careful and strke 

the same ra.te as last year, hich was £55,000. 

with a great deal that was said about bad roads. 

He agreed 

They were 

neglected, but he did not say it as the fault of the County 

Survey<!>r or of the officials. They did not get the money they 

asked for. He asked the Council not to cut do n the ~~ounts 

allocated to urban areas, and went on to refer ,to the neglect 

of footpaths where the estimates were cut down. He proposed 

a resd>lution to have these ma.tters taken into consideration, 

and that a Committee go into the whole question of road work, 

and not cut down the Surveyor's estimate indiscriminately. 

The Chairman opposed the iasa of adjourning the est imate 

and appointing a Committee to go around to inspect the roads 
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when t hey had a bi g staff of off i cials to do tha.t work . He 

did not favour asking peopl e to come out every day to make 

inspections , and wondered if they thought they had nothing 

at all to do at home. 

The County surveyor said if he as to distribute the 

oney over the roads , as suggested,it might not meet ith 

the satisfaction of everybody . He ould ask them to 

allocate the amounts as between the main roads and the counW 

roads . If he took the responsibility of cutting the prices 

considerably on the rc.ain roadsth~ might lose their g-rant on 

them, end he did not thin.l{ it fair to lose that money and ask 

him to be responsible for the losS . 

Ml' cumnins - fuat amount of money have you on hands at 

present 1 

county surveyor - T'ne greater portion of allocated ex-

pendi ture for all roads is expended at the present time . 

1 ... r Cum.nins in seconding r Cor ish 1 s amendment said i t 

as unfair that the ratepayers should be responsiole for the 

upkeep of roads they could not use. 

Colonel Gibbon said that all the comnents more or less 

agreed with hat he had said. .~ corish, he said, made one 

or two remarks to whiCh he would like to reply . He spoke 

about borro ing money to make cement roads . He (Col . Gibbon) 

al~ys approved of the experiment to mal{e cement roads, and 

believed it to be the solution of the problem. He did not, 

ho ever, agree i th ·cr Corisd 1 s suggest ion to borrow the money 

and pay it back out of the rates. They kne improved roads 

were wanted on account of motor traffic, and he thought it as 

but fair and right , and their duty to the ratepayers, to see 

that the money required for making such roads came from the 

motor fund, and not out of general rates . The meeting similar

ly agreed wi th him that a gr3at amount of money as put into 

the motor roads out of the poclrets and to the detrinent of the 

ratepayers, in the neglect of the by-roads, instead of it 
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being borne :;: ... .., the motor fund. He ould call the at-

tention of their two T.D. ' s present to that matter so as to 

see that they got their share out of the fund . He lentioned 

£40,000 as the approximate amount he thought they ould be 

justified in striking, and he thought the suggestion to ad

journ the matter and get a comnittee in the meantime to go 

around and inspect the roads as not going to assist them. 

The members of the Council represented the whole county, and 

in their respective districts had local kno ledge of the require- . 

ments, and they met there to see that each district received 

its proper recognition. The County Surveyor had asked for a 

co~nmittee to go into the matter with him, but they wanted the 

County Surveyor to put forward a recommendat ion, having regard 

to his technical knowledge of each case, and if they did not 

approve of it,t ey could then get a C01IDlittee to go into the mat

ter ith him and try to adjust the differences between the in-

terests involved. For that reason he would ask them to fix the 

total Mlount that day, and afterwards see ho it could be al-

located. iss ~'Ryan spoke about the money going out of the 

country for tar, and tha.t they should reconsider the position 

i th regard to tarred roads. He quite agreed ith her, but 

he understood some of the tar carne from the local gas works. 

He was asking them to avoid incurring fresh expenditure on these 

roads, and make no ne tarred roads. The motors shoUld pay 

for themselves in the upkeep of the main and link roadS, and the 

Council should confine themselves to the oy-roads. They should 

not com~it themselves to the terrible heavy expenditure on the 

otller roads. 

~tr Corish - l):)es not Col. Gibbon consider it wise to strike 

a rate in accordance ith the requirements of the county and get 

that proportion of relief to come afterwards from the Governrnent? 

Is it right, this year, to get the relief in proportion to a 

small estimate ? 

Colonel Gibbon - As far as I can see the farmer is not 
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going to benefit as regards that . We are going to get a re

duction, but the position of the ratepayer will remain the 

same . On the other hand, if e cut do n the estimate to a 

reasonable amOtUlt I don' t see hoW, in an agricultural co~wunity 

1 ike this, where a good deal of tillage is carried on , that e 

should not get our proper share of relief as people in other 

counties, who have their land in grass . 

fur Corish - verybody admits that it ill require as muCh 

money as last year to keep the roads . They are very bad to- day 

and nobody leno s hat kind of weather you will have from no 

until the 31st of Larch - they may deteriorate rapidly . 

The Chairman in clOSing the discussion said if they were to 

have de - rating in the immediate~ future it might be calculated 

on the bas is of the ir road and other rate. That might be , but 

they were not in a position to put up the rates this year. He 

believed himself they were not going to have the relief they 

were talking about imnediately - they may have it later on. rere 

they justified in increasing the rate on. the ratepayers just no , 

even at the risk that they ere not sure of getting de- rating. 

There were all sorts of relief promised, but nothing practical 

had been done . The action of the Government , the Chairman con-

tinued, Was not very nice tovards the country in the state it 

was in, to say that they adjourned for ten eeks, while, he 

believed, they could have issued their report from the De- rating 

Commission and let the neople kno hat they were going to do . 

There was no justification for ten weeks ' holidays, atter as

sembling after four months' holidays before. He did not say 

anything to the individual T.]. IS, but it seemed ridiculous 

f or the Government to adj ourn wi tnout one expression of opinion 

to indicate what kind of relief farmers were going to get . 

Mr Jordan - It is not the fault of the Government that you 

have not the report . The real reason is that the Chairman of 

the De-rating Com~issiori as ill for the last Six weeks and they 

did not like tm issue the report without him. 
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Miss 0 'Ryan - That 1s no excuse at all . 

Chairman - There is a good deal of haggling going on over 

the report of the Comnission. I t~{e Mt Jordan ' s word as cor-

rect, but I cannot see hy an important thing like this i th 

the country in such a crisis - and nobody can ga.insay but there 

is a frisis with many of the ratepayers pract ically do n and 

out - that there should be paggling over it for such a long time . 

I am taking Mr Jordan' s explanat ion as correct . 

Miss J 'Ryan - personally , kr Jordan ' s statement is all 

right in explanation, but the Irish people ould not take it"as 

an excuse that a sick man was going to come between the faxmers 

and the de- rat ing report . 

A poll was taken on Mt Corish ' s amendment to adjourn the 

estimate and appoint a co~nittee to report on the roads ith the 

folIo ing result :-

For - £ssrs Armstrong, Colfer, Corish, Clince , cooney, 

CU111Inins , Gaul, Hayes, Keegan, 1tlcCaxthy, O'Byrne, Sharmon, and 

"'iss O'Ryan - 13· 
Against - Col.~uin, Col . Gibbon, essrs Brennan, Colloton, 

D' Arcy, :x>ran, Hall, Jordan, 1eyler, '.urphy, Roche, Smyth, Walsh, 

and the Chairman - 14. 

The amendment was declared l ast . 

The next proposition Vias that of ilr Sharmon, seconded by 

r Gaul, that the figures of Road estimate be the same as last 

year . 

11' Shannon said there were a certain nu.'nber of unemployed 

and if they did not get road work they would have to be relieved 

out of the rates . 

r Keegan proposed that the Council dlvlde th~ifference 
bet een £40,000 and last year ' s expenditure of £55 , 000 . That 

ould make this year ' s estimate, £47, 

Mr Keegan ' s proposition was not se conde C\., and he left the 
meeting for some time . . fr Shannon' S proposition ~s then put to the meeting and 

the vot ing was 
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For - ~ssrs Armstrcng, Clince, Colfer, Cooney,Corish, 

CUmmins, Gaul, Hayes, Mccarthy, 0 'Byrne, Shannon and .l.'I .. 1ss u l'tyan 

(12) . 

Against - '~essrs Brerman, CUlleton, J))ran, D' AXCY, Hall, 

Jordan, eyler, .. 1urphy , Roche , Smith, Walsh, Col . Quin, Col. Gibbon 

and the Chairman (14). 

The antlndment V'as declared last. 

Ml' O'Byrne proposed that the ne orks be taken separate~y 

before the general schema rela.ti ve to roads be considered. 

The Chairman said that the £40,000 would cover some of them. 

There as no proposition to strike out any of the ne or~s. 

The County Surveyor said some of them would have to be cut 

out. If he had to work on the £40,000 est ima,te everything except 

repairs and bridges would have to go out. Every ork that was 

absolutely new ould have to go out, although a number of them 

ere important. 

The Cha.irman said that it Was not contemplated in Col. 

Gibbon ' s proposit i on tha.t all the new 'Works ere to go out. They 

ere to have a share of the £40,000. 

Mr Shannon seconded .~ 0 'Byrne, and the voting on the pro

position was a~ follows:-

For - A-.. essrs Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, Cor ish, 

Curf'.Il1lins, Gaul, Hayes, McCarthy , c.. I Byrne, Shannon and ..... iss 0 'Eyan 

- 12. 

Aga.inst - :essrs Brennan, Culleton, .;..I I Arcy, :COr an , Gibbon, 

Hall, Jordan, eyler, .c.mrphy, uin, .ache, ",,:nyth, Walsh and the 

Chairman - 14. 

~r Keegan did not vote. 

The Chairman declared the amendment lost. 

The Chairman said he would put Col.Gibbon's proposition. 

£J GaUl asked if the Tagbmon new ork ould be done. 

.. Cooney "9rotested that the paiilting of the Ne Ross Bridge 

should be included. 

The Secretary said that if the Council passed the £4 ,00 
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est imate, any member could then propose the exclusion or re

instatement of any separate work. There was only one thing he 

ould like to point out - that was that the Council must be 

perfectly satisfied that by passing the £40,000 estimate they 

were absolutely confining themselves to that figure. 

A poll Was taken on Col. Gibbon ' s propoSal with the follo -

ing result:-

For - Messrs Brennan, Colloton, ' Arcy, Doran, Hall,Jordan, 

Meyler, Murphy ,Roche, S'Yllyth, Walsh, Col. Quin, Col . Gibbon and the 

Chairman - 14. 

Against - essrs Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, Corish, 

Cummins, Gaul, Hayes, cCarthy, o 'Byrne , Shannon, and fiss O'Ryan 

- 12. 

r Keegan did not vote . 

The County surveyor asked the Council to make a direction 

as regards the money to be spent on main roads repa.irs and 

county roads repairs, and main roads improvement and county roads 

improvement. 

The Chairman said he thought the County surveyor as in 

the best position to a.llocate the money . 

Colonll Gibbon said that the County Surveyor could make a 

preliminary allocation and the Council could look into it after

wards. 

The allocation was left to the County Surveyor , for sub

mission to next meeting of county Council for consideration of 

road and works. 
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OOUNTY SURVEYOR'S REPORT. 

The following report was submitted by the Oounty 

Surveyor:-

"On the 19th instant I attended at the Local Government 

Department, Dublin, and was accompanied by Mr. Jordan, T.D. with 

reference to obtaining some allocation from the funds set aside 

for the 'relief of Unemployment. It seems that ordinary road work 

will be unlikely to get any high Assignment. I am to submit, in 

writing, details of suggested works, and as much information as 

possible regarding unemployment in the Areas, and I am told that 

each work will be fully considered. 

I beg to apply for allocation from the Oontingencies 

Fund of £40 to the Gorey-Ballyoanew Road No.27, and £30 to the 

Ross-Wexford, Road No.2l. In both these oases the funds are 

exhausted and the roads require immediate attention. 

I have now obtained some particulars from the Insuranoe 

Oompany wi~h reference to the cover for exploSives, during transport, 

in the Oounty, and suggest that the matter be referred to the 

Solicitor to deal with in consulation with me. 

On several occasions the Oounoil had under consideration 

the damage caused to Road No. 27 at Oarriganeagh, by flooding. 

The owner of the Mill Dam at this plaoe undertook to alter the 

spillway, and so work the sluices as to prevent flooding, but 

this has not been done, and on several occasions the road has 

been injured. I consider it will be necessary to put the matter 

in the Solioitor's hands for proceedings. 

Last year a proposal for making road in Ballyeden, better 

known as "Oopper Lane" was approved, subject to the local people 

carrying out widening of roadway and other necessary wo~k, before 

we put the job in hands. I now report that the local people 

have done their part, and ask for authority to prooeed with the 

Oouncil's part of the work. 
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I have a letter from the Rector in Castlebridge 

complaining of the periodic floo~ing of Road No. 641, adjoining 

Ardoolm Rectory. I have myself, on several occasions, inspected 

this place, and agree with the Rector's suggestions that a path 

to allow of foot passengers passing over should be provided. 

I have an application f"rom Mr. Mtchael Finn, Gorey for 

permission to erect a petrol pump. Apparently from the sketch 

submitted the tank is to be under the roadway. 

Mr. John Joyce, Butlerstown, calls attention to the 

erosion taking place at Carne, and suggests that some of the 

Relief Gr~t be applied for work there. 

Mr. Treanor informs me that the Contractor for Road No. 84 

(William Byrne, Annagh, Inch) has proved a Defaulter, and I ask for 

authority to take ne«essary proceedings". 

Re~ief Grants. 

The following extract from Minutes of Finance Committee 

in respect of meeting held on 18th December, 1930 was submitted:

"In connection with the Government Relief Grant of £300,000 

the County Surveyor submit t ed the following for consideration:~ 
. 

(1) Road ~rsion at Ferrycarrig- £800. 

(2) Surfacing Duncannon Line in water bound macadam which 

would give employment to the men who break stones on the Mountain 

of Forth £2000 . 

(3) Extension of Camblin Road from Slaught Cross above Quarry 

towards Ballykelly about ~ miles £1600. 

(4) First section of the road from Enniscorthy to Kiltealy 

£1000. 

(5) Short section of Road from Ferns to BunclodY~500. 

(6) Back Streets in Gorey from Bat~s by Railway station in to 

Main Street £1000. 

(7) Dangerous corners particularly those in Killanne and 

Rathnure Districts £500. 

(8) Road from Wexford to Gorey particularly sections from 

Wexford to Castlebridge and Ballycanew to Gorey £500. 

TOTAL. £7900. 
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It was decided that these proposals be submitted to 

the Co. Council meeting on 22nd December, 1930 for their approval 

The County Surveyor mentioned that in the mean-time 

he had arranged with Mr. Jordan T.D. to have an interview with 

a responsible Official of the Department in charge of Apnroval 

of Schemes for Unemployment, and he would be in a position to 

inform the Council at their meeting on 22nd instant of what 

transpired at this interview". 

Col. Gibbon said that the Council should focus attention 

on works that would be remunerative later such as Harbour Works 

or Drainage. These wogld give a great deal of employment and 

would be creating money afterwards, and would ensure the 

employment of more men in the future. Putting a Relief Grant 

into roads was putting it in to luxuries. 

The Co. Surveyor said that apparently the difficulty 

was that the main roads should be done out of the Road Fund Grant 

In 
~ 

and could not be brought in to the Relief Grant to any extent. 

an interview he had with the Superintendent of Home Assistance, ~ 

did not get much assistance as to unemployment as the particulars 

dealt with Urban areas. Very few applications for home help 

were received from the Rural Districts, and the Labour Exchange 

stated that when a man ceased to draw benefit he did not register 

as being unemployed. 

Mr. Corish said that owing to three poor successive 

fishing seasons Oylegate 4istrict had a great deal of Unemployment 

The Co. Surveyor said he understood that the Forestry 

Department were going to deal with Oylegate. 
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The County Surveyor said that as a. result of his inter

view he thought the County COilllCil ould obtain a very small 

allocation. The Health Boa.rd had already put up a sewerage 

scheme for Bunclody ~ith an estimated cost of £2,000 and it 

as also proposed to have some work in T~~on. There was t:te 

se erage scheme for Rosslare which was an important work though 

he could not say mf the Government would entertain it as a relief 

job. 

~ Cor ish $aid there was a road between Ballynaslaney and 

Pouldarrig which was a "bog" and for which a proposal could be 

put up. He had a I ist of 80 unemployed men in Oylegate district. 

1r Cummins · said that around the South C08sff the County 

in Vihich he Was interested 200 fishermen were out of employment. 

The County Surveyor said it was apparent from the interview 

he had in Dublin that unless it could be shown that unemployalent 

prevailed in- the districts for which sbhemes had been put up 

there was very little hope of ge tting any money_ 

'U' Shannon proposed the following resolution:-

"That \ Councillors be requested to furnish the County Sur

~ veyor ~ith a list of the unemployed and also a brief state~ent 

of what relief works they considered necessary in the various 

districts. 1f 

U' Colfer seconded, and the motion was adopted ~ .9.QE;. 

The Chairman proposed the follOWing which was seconded by 

r Hall:- "That e approve of ttiS recomnendations of Finance 

CO.TJlnittee a.s to works to be put forWard for relief grants. II 

Colonel Gibbon proposed the folIo ing hich, however , v. as 

not seconded:- "That e dissent from the recommendation of the 

Finance Committee as to road diversion work at Ferrycarrig. If He 

contended that straightening the road ofo Ferrycarrig Bridge 

ould be an inducement to speeding and it would also spoil the 

scenic beauty of the place. 

~ Ga.ul said something should be done to have the road from 

Drinagh to Rosslare fini~hed and he proposed that the Council 

should put forwa.rd a proposal to obtain portion of the relief 
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grant to carry out this work~ 

Mr O'Byrne seconded. 

The Chairman pOinted out that until some arrangement could 

be entered into with the Railway Company as re gards the con

struction of a bridge at Drinagh this road could never be used 

by the public and he did not see what they could do at the 

moment . 

Lr Gaul said that it ould be a considerable -advantage if 

the making of the road was finished . The question of the brid~ 

could come on later . He would bring up the matter again. 

The resolution confirming the recommendations of the 

Finance Committee- as then put and passed. 

COl'-J"TINGENCY FUND . 

The follo ing resolution was adopted on the motion of r 

Gaul secon~d by fr C 'Byrne :- " Tl18 t a sum of £40 be taken 

from Contingency Fund for repair of :£1.oad No . 27 (Gorey to Bally

canew) and a sum of £30 from said fund for repair of road 21 

(New Ross to wexford) . 

IJ:TSUHANc.:c.. I ~ COl%T.tI:CTION - J: TH XPLOSIVES . 

The follo ing resolution as adopted on the motion of J.'.:r 

~ 'Byrne seconded by ... r Hall :- "That the correspondence of Co . 

Surveyor and Insurance Companies relat i ve to insurance of em

ployees in connection with carriage of explosives be referred 

to r Elgee, County solicitor ," for h is advice . " 

FLOODING OAD AT GAlLI GANEAGH. 

The following resolution was ad)pted on the motion of l'r 

v 'Byrne seconded by U' Hall :- "That William Cousins, Ballyc8le, 

Gorey, be proceeded against unless he carries out the necessary 

ork at the sluices of his ffiill to obviate the flooding of road 

No . 27 at Carriganeagh . 

COPPER LANE. 

The folIo ing resolution as adonted on the .notion of 
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Mr G 'Byrne seconded by ~r Shannon:- "That the necessary 

ork be carried out at Copper Lane as the local residents 
as 

have carried out theie agreement with the County CounCil/to 

repair . 

FLOODING OF ROAD b41 AT CASTLE8RI:or'~. 

Gr Corish said he had referred on several occasions to 

the flooding of this place . 

The County SUrveyor said the ~looding now reported occurred 

on a by-road. 

Mt Cor ish - I understand the road I referred to is no 

orse than ever. 

The folIo ing ~esolution was adopted on the motion of 
I 

r O'Byrne seconded by the Chairman :- "That a SllYn not ex-

ceeding £20 be set aside to repair Road No. b41 in order to 

prevent flooding . II 

PETROL PUkP AT GOFEY . 

It as decided to inform Mt Finn that he must make ap

plica,tion for licence for petrol pump on specified form . 

COAST ~ROSION AT CARNE . 

The County Surveyor said he did not thinlc in view of the 

law they shoUld undertake any work to remedy coast erosion. 

It was decided that the County Surveyor submit a furthe.a.' 

report on the matter . 

DEE' ADLTING ROAD CONTFACTOR. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

r C 'Byrne seconded by 1 r Hall:- "That proceedings be in-

stituted against illiam Byrne Armagh, Inch, for neglect in 

carrying out his contract on road No. (14 . 

The following resolution was then adopted on the motion 

of r Hall seconded by l~·lv.i.cCarthy :- "That the Report of 

County Surveyor to this meeting be and is hereby adopted . " 

NEXT MEiTING C0Ul1.JTI C':UNCIL A..1\lD FINANC"", CO 'll' ~ITTEE . 

The folIo ing resolution Was adopted on the motion of !r 
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O'Byrne seconded by 1~r Hall:- tiThat next meeting of Finance 

Comnittee be held on 31st December, ~ednesday, as ordinary 

day of meeting falls on 1st January a hol~day of obligation. 

That the meeting of County Council fixed for 12th prox. 

be dropped and business for same be transacted at meeting of 

~th prox. prior to consultation ith the T.D. 's of the ounty 

fixed for that deS . 

.I.-tOAD GRANT. 

Under date 13th December, 1930, the Department of Local 

Govermnent (30adS) rote ( ... Q.13l) forwarding Pey Order for 

£320 portion of special grant of £400 for the concreting of 

King street Lower, wvexford . 

COLLECTO_~ SUTTON. 

The following extr ct from inutes of Finance OOllirnittee 

l~eeting of l~th recember, 193u, vrere submitted and confirmed 

on the mot ion of 'IJI Hall seconded by '\U' O'Byrne:-

"In cormect ion with the suspension of collector sutton 

(no. 2 District) the follo ing under date Ibth December,1930, 

(G. 922b~/1930. Loch Garman) . was read from the r.epaxtment of 

Local Government:-

" , I am directed by the inister for Local Government 

and Public Health to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 

the 11th instant, and to state that he notes the suspensio~ of 

Collector sutton, and in the circumstances disclosed now for

mally terminates his services. 

It is presumed that the books have been taken up DR and 

carefully checked and that adequate enquiries are being made 

from £atepayers represented as in arrear. It is also presumed 

that the Insurance Company have been notified. 

If the inquiries SJ.10W that any monies paid to the ,;x

Collector have not been accounted for you as Chief xecutive 

fficer of the Council should ithout delay make the necessary 

informations to secure his apprehension. i ;1 
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I am to request a fully explanatory report as soon as 

possible. " 

"The Secretary stated that sutton ' s booY,.s had been taken 

up and a large number of Rate notices issued throughout the 

:Jistrict . " 

"Regarding -I-he closing of the Collection the follo ing 

under date December 16th to .r Elgee 'Vas read from lr A. sutton, 

one of the personal sureties of Collector Sutton . " :-

II If I have anything to say about the collect ing of the 

rate outstandint I would give the job to I~ J . uirke, but I 

·think that T. sutton should be kept on to finish the job . He 

tells .ne he colleCiied between 3 and 4 thousand pounds . If he 

di-d he cannot ·oe much behind some of the other collectors and 

perhaps he might get it in quicker than a new han" . II 

"·1r Daniel Dempsey, Craanrue , ~dermine, the second nersonal 

surety of -.1r sutton, c~e before the meeting and produced the 

following letter from~.r A. sutton under date 17th December, 

193 " '-

"I ould be fully satisfied for kr Dan mpsey to collect 

the outstanding rate if T. sutton is not ·avail~ble . " 

~ ne~psey stated he wished personally to close the warramt 

in the district as he fearJd he might be "held" by the action 

of any deputy Collector who might be appointed and who might 

not carry out the ork . He was prepared to flstand n for sutton ' s 

work but not for th2t of any other Collector . He would be 

satisfied if Collect~r Quirke were apPointed to close the col 

lection provided he (!.ir r:empsey) V'ould not be responsible for 

the manner' in hiOO uirke carried out the ork . fI 

flAfter further discussion the following resolution was 

adopted fl :-

"That Collector J . uirke (No . 1 District) be appointed 

to close warrant in No . 2 District provided his sureties are 

satisfied to be responsible for the manner in, 11ich the work 

~as carr ied out . " 

If •• ..!' Ie.llpsey said that in the circumstances he would agree 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



/ 

J( 
to the apPointment ofuirke as deputy . " 

ROAD - 166. 

The following nurDerously signed memorial Was read:

fIve call your attention to contract No . 166 leading 

from Carnew to Ferns to Vliden 10 perches ImoWn as "Bailey ' s 

Pinch" on the Bal1ycadden end and have four oorners taken 

off the linrush end which work is urgently needed oWing to 

heavy haulage dUl·ing certain :parts of the year . 

" e have taken off tt 0 corners and are working at the 

third, so we think the County Council should take off the 

other four . If 

Mr F. . J . Ennis, ASSistant Surveyor ) reported that this \7iias 

a fourth class road getting only the traffic of those living 

on it . From his inspection 01 8th November, 1930, he IT£de 

out five corners in all - two at Bal1ycadden end and one l1id-

aYf in the lane and two at the Bolinrush end. One of the 

latter had been partly done but of course some further work 

might have been carried out since the i nspection. The sura of 

£3 f included in the Road orks Scheme would not cover the 

total cost of the work as a large Quantity of mater ial would 

have to be removed . Tpe £30 Was intended as a contribution 

only and possibly the best arrangement would be for some rep

rese~tatiVrf the local peopl e to take a contract for the job , 

at the amount allowed. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of l~ 

Armstrong seconded by Mr Hall :- "That e approve of 'Work at 

Ballycadden la.ne as included in Provisional Road Works Scheme 

being carried out at a cost 'to the Council not exceeding £30 

subject to the local people concerned carrying out their portion 

of the work to the satisfaction of the County Surveyor ." 

FOOTPATHS IN BUNCLODY . 

1/.Ll' Armstrong said that there had been a proposal to lay 

down footpaths in Bunclody the money to be borrowed . He 
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thought (judging, by the amount of money which as allocated 

that day for roads) that this proposal would not be adopted 

and it might be put up for a relief grant . 

The Chairman pOinted out that a sewerage sche~ for Bun

clody for a relief grant \as before the Government but the 

addition of the footpaths would not improve its chances of 

acceptance. 

The matter dropped. , 
ARNl:NG I GNS T TAGffi ON CHOOLS . 

Under date 12th tece;nber 193 Rev . T. Scallan P. P. wrote 

calling attention to the grave danger of accidents to school 

chil~en of T~llon schools from road traffic and suggested 

that danger signs should be erected at the approaches to the 

schools , hich would obviate to some extent the risk of accidents . 

The following resolution as adopted on the motion of hr 

O'Byrne seconded by Mr Hall :- It frhat the County Surveyor be in-

structed to have the necessary Warning signs erected in the 

neighbour~ood of Taghmon sOOoo18 . II 

GREt.NVILLZ LAl-b, .,;jk I SCORTHY . 

With reference to application considered at last County , 
Council meeting from pa.trick O' Neill, Greenville , i;nniscorthy, 

&sking the County Counci l to improve this lane, .r ~cCarthy 

said if the people living there could get some road metalling 

they would spread it and do all other ork themselves . 

!:l' Gaul proposed the following resol ut ion hich was sec-

onded by .Ll' Shannon:- IIThat the County Council provide the 

necessaxy road material for repair of Greenville lane . " 

AI' ~lgee, Solicitor, said that the ouncil had no power 

to ive this material ; neither ere they empowered to sell . 

The u1atter dropped . 

BALLYGILLANE ROAD . 

The following under date 19th December 1930 vas read from 
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tt J . C. Cahill rd-na- ara , losslare Harbour :-

"I have yours of the 2nd inst . and am obliged for what 

is being done ith regard to the road at Bq11ygillane. The 

consensus of opinion here is that when the road waQ raised at 

the point in question the surface was covered ith some soft 

material which accounts for the mud noW. :2ecently SOLT£) stcmes 

were put on the road but not in sufficient quantities to be 

of much use . To be sure there is an iluprovement but mu.ch 

more could be done. From information I have received during 

the week the thing has no assumed rather a serious aspect . 

At the point where the road Was raised there is a small strip 

of concrete just bordering on the pond and,to avoid the mud 

on the road, pedestrians, including schoolchildren., use this 

stri"" f concrete 8.S a sort of footpath . 

is that a small Child, gOing to school, slipped off the con

crete and fell into the pond, luckily without any disastrous 

consequences . 

·ould it be possible to t iden this strip of concrete to 

about a yard so as to mruce it comparatively safe, that is, 

provided you do not intend to sheet the road any further ? I 

think the latter course however should be ado ted, as a good 

strong surface on the roJd Would make it impervious to floods 

and Would obviate the trouble and expense of compulsory drain

age by adjacent landowners . 

Wi th renewed than"ks for your assistance in this matter . " 

The County Surveyor said he did not thinlc Widening the 

concrete strip Would have much effect . ~veryone ~ho K11eW 

children ould realise they w~uld walk on the concrete though 

the place as damgerous . He would put a further supply of 

stone on the road and see What ef:ect it would have . 

The meet lug approved of the proposal of the County Sur

veyor . 
GLYNN LAl'J'E . 

The fo l lo ing under date 19th December 1930 as read from 
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' r Patrick Roche , ffernogue, Ferns:-

"~Hth reference to the petition sent to you some time 

ago by ratepayers and residents using the lane here, knon 

as the \I Glynn Lane" asl{ing the County Council to do something 

to put it in a passable condition. I shall be very glad if 

you can now have something done in the .nat ter. 

It is in a frightful condition at present so bad that 

it is almost impossible to walk or car on it and is a great 

hardShip to all of us uSing it. 

If your ouncil would be good enough even to grant the 

metalling for it ve could get it carted and spread and we ould 

. " only ask what would put it in a. reasonable condition hich 

would' be about twent~ive yards of stones. 

I shall be much obliged if you will bring the rnatter be

fore the County Council for t!.1eir immediate attention. II 
, 

Chairman - s this fti not a connecting linl{ bet een two 

ro&ds we cannot touch it at all especially as our funds are 

so 10 . 

SC LLAGH GULL.i!:TT. 

Under date 9th D3ceinber 1930 ~ r Keogh, secretary, 

Ca~lo County Counci~ wrote that the Carlow County Council 

requested that a sufficient gullet ' be built at Mr Neville t s, 
" . Scollagh, as the arlow main road L 30 had been seriously 

damaged t ice itl1in the past few week and many times serious

ly ithin the past few years by the overflow from the present 

insufficient and dilapidated gullet_. 

The County surveyor stated he had already provided for 

a great improvement at this place in the current Road '~orks 

Scheme . 

Colonel Gibbon proposed -and tt Brerman seconded the 

following resolution hich was adopted nem con:- II That --
inform the Ca.rlow County Council that the County Surveyor has 

been instructed to provide a sufficient gulleti which Will 

prevent flooding at Neville IS, Scollagh. II 
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OVERDP..AFT ACCO ........ iODATIOi: . 
----------------

The follo ing recom~endation of the Finance Committee 

at meeting of 18th tecember 1930 was approved on the motion 

of Hall seconded by r G'Byrne :- "That epartJ.nent of ocal 

Government be asked to sa.nction continuance of overdre!t 

accommodation as from 1st January 1931 to the 31st 1~rch 1931 

with the Treasurer of the County Council at a sun not to ex

ceed £36,000." 

ROSSLARE: !.BOUR ..tXING. 

The following un...:.er date lbth I:ecember 1930 was read 

. from Wexford Harbour COIlLuissioners :-

"your letter of 4th inst enclosing copy letter of lfr 

Patterson Engineer, also letter fro:n, S. 1. ~obbs, as to 

dreaging in the neighbouxhood of .osslare st nd was discussed 

at to-day ' s meeting of the Harbour Board when I was directed 

to inform you that the Harbour Com~issioners are totally 

against the material dredged at Rosslare Harbour being dU'Tlped 

in the South ay as same might be detrlinental to the navigable 

channel at t11e entrance to Wexford Harbour . " 

/ 
Colonel Gibbon - \ie can reply that tLe-=:~ objection is 

noted but that this is a matter out of the control of the JOUl1-

cil. , 
ADVERTISING 00 TTP.AOT FOR 1931-32. 

The folIo ing recomnendation from Finance Committee meet

ing of leth :December 1930 re above was confirmed on the notion 

of Col . Gibbon seconded by Murphy :-

"That the Wexford fJ people " , "Free Press" and "i,cho" news-

papers be offered a Sunl of £110 for the advertising of the ' 

County Council and County Committee of griculture for year 

1st January 1931 to 31st :ecember 1931, and that in the event 

of County Council elections ,being held in 1931 a further Sun1 

of £25 be offered to cover election 8.dvertising . 
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"That as regards the advertising of the County Wexford 
~ducation 

Vo.cational/Committee we recommend that this Committee enter 

into a separate advert ising contract with the local newspapers", 

I StUNG F w CuUNTY COUNCIL CHAl~lBit"R . 
-------------------------------

The following recomnendation of ~inance Conmittee from 

meeting held on 18th December 193 0 was confirmed on the 

motion of kr Murphy seconded by U' Hall:-

1\ In connection with oval table for new county Council 

~~amber at the Id Jail,the County Surveyor submitted two 

tenders:- Wexford Timber Co. at £46:3:6d. and i..cCormack & 

Hegarty, Quay, WeYJord, at £46:10:vd. 

I Th~ meeting considered both tenders too high and suggested 

that the County Surveyor should be empowered to purchase two 

second hand tables which could be utilised in conjunctionith 

nresent tables in existing County Council Chamber. II 

In regard to chairs the cheapest tender which the County 

surveyor had received as for 2b/b each. 

The meeting also considered this price too high and sug

gested that the most suitable of the present chairs be utilised 
necessary 

and that any further· cha.irs/be purchased second hand. II 

IVlANAGElv.J1NT F INDUsT""'I.AL SCHOCLS. 

The following f~om B~. P.O. Ryan, Artane Industrial 

School, under date 15th December, 193, to the Cha.irrnan as 

read f~r the meeting by directions of Mr Doyle:-
1;; -

II Kindly permit rre" senel you a reply in connect ion wi th 

the state :tents made by vir Cooney at the recent meet ing of 

your Council. I regret very much t hat circumstances prev-en-

ted me sen.ing it earlier. 

At a ~eeting of the l1apagers of our Industrial Schools 

held recently at ~essrs. Clery's, ~nnell street, I as de

puted to either pay you a personal 0": write expressing the 
f\ 

feelings of the .... eeting regarding the very serious and grossly 

offensille charges brought against the Industrial and Reform-
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,atory Schools by Mr Cooney one of the Labour ember~ of 

your Council . 

I have also been asked by the Meeting to tender our 

best thanks to the many friends in the Counci l ho so 

promptly and honourably defended the schools, especially 

you, :Mr . Chairman, and 1 iss _ yan. 

AS the discussion was fully reported , not only in your 

local, but also in all the Jublin papers as ell as in some 

of t c?untry papers and probably too in some of the 'nglish 

on~s, the slander has been very 1dely broadcast and conseQuent

ly the reputati::m of the schools in question must have suffered 

very considerably . 

The Independent, Irish Times and Evening.ail of the 17th 

Novl' . containing a report of your i~eeti~, .. Just have given a 

great shock, not only to the ~nagers of the Schools, but al so 

to the numerous friends and admirers of the /great and chaxi t

able work so successfully done by those schools for a very rue

serving class of Children, most of whom have been deprived by 

death, of the bread Winner of the family and for ~om these 

schools re established in this country over Sixty years ago . 

NU'T.erou8 ... el igious have taken on themselves the onus of edu

cating these children, imparting to them a Reli£ious , literary, 

physical and technical training and thus fitting them to make an 

honourable livelihoo~for tLemselves on reaching their six

teenth year. 

The l.anagers of our Industr ial and _Reformatory Schools 

do not obje ct to cr it icisln hen suCh is fa.ir, just and reason

able, but I think tha.t no sensible, right-minded Dan, having 

any idea of the good work done by those schools could possibly 

agree with hat our eeting considered the slanderous staten:ent 

ade by .... !iI Cooney, viz . , : 

II These schools are really fectories for ~king crimin.cl s" 

thereby branding so!ne hundreds of Priests, Nuns and Brothers 

(no others are in cllarge of OUI' Indu..c:;trial ar..d Reformatory 
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schoolS ) as devoting their liVes to the ".naking of criminals ". 

It is simply a monstrous charge . perhaps the most chari t able 

construction to put on such an outrageous statement, coming 

from the lips of a Catholic §,entleman is to say that it as 

uttered ithout. uch reflection in the heat and excitement of 

the moment and perhaps to be regretted in cooler morr~nt s . 

However , it was very grat ifying to find that there was not a 

single voice raised in sympathy with the person who .. llade the 

appalling charge . On the contrary some of the members tact-

fully and firmly showed reat displea~ure with ,U' Cooney ' c, 

statement , which had the effect of makin~' hi~ withdraw the 

charge against , the Industrial Schools saying that he never in-

tended to iDCl ude them. The ... anagers of our Schools , wer e 

pleased with this ithdrawal. I accept it on the par t of t he . 
·~anagers of the Industrial Schools, and shall riot anal yse the 

statements ith the view of s:ilowin inc onsis tenc ies ; but they -
are equally unjust in regard to Reforr.aatory School s , where 

every effort is made by the zealous authorities in cherge t o 
, , 

turn their papi ls into goud, self- reliant, self- supporting 

citizens . 

The hole trend of educated publ ic opinion i s strongl y 

opposed to laoelting the 'juvenile offender - often the victim 

of circumstances beyond h is cQntr~l - as a criminal. However, 

it goes without saying that Reformatory SChools were never es

tablished for the reformation of "angels" as 11'. , Cooney would 

have us understand. It requires little ef fort to show the 

success of Industrial School work. I ,have received reports 

showing that during the past five years 56 children from Wex

ford were discharged from the two principal Boys' Industrial 

Schools. Of these 52 are satisfactory and 4 unknown. 147 

exford girls were discharged from the two principal Girls' 

Schools. Of these 144 are satisfactory. 

As to children being sent to Industrial Schools for flimsy 

reasons - t his is a matter to be dealt with solely by the Dis- ' 
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trict justices and County Councils. 

I shall not enter into the relative merits of the 

Industrial Schools and the Boarded-out systems. Save in 

exceptional cases, the superiority of the former is firmly 

established except in the minds of those wholly ignorant 

of the work done in them. Managers from some of the 

English Industrial Schools tha.t ha:ve visited our SchoolS, 

expressed amazement that we did so much for such a small 

capi tat ion. 

In c~nclusion, I would appeal to Mr Cooney and to any 

who may share his views, to reflec~ on the injustice of 

attacking from their vantage point of public position, com

munities which have no legal redress - cormnunities whose 

members (in their retirement) s"""'end their lives in the in

terest of Religion and Country, at least, as effectively as 

those whose endeavour seems to be to capture popular support 

in public assemblies even at the expense of truth and justice. 

Apologising for the length of my let~er and with re

newed thanks to you Mr Chairman and to Miss Ryan and the 
- ) ) 

other Members of your Council who so kindly defended the 

a ttack on our Schools." 

Mr Cooney said he brought up this question solely to 

find out what was the cost to the county in connection with 

industrial schools. He never for a moment meant what w~ 

read into.it. It was verrasy, he said, for some people 

to pick holes. He did say that children had been committed 

to Reformatory Schools for very flimsy reasons and he always 

thought .i t better that children should not be taken away 

from parental control and deprived of the home influences 

and associations of their brothers and Sisters. It would be 

better for them and everybody. He never intended to in-

clude industrial sChools in his remarkS, and he thought the 

Press report would bear him out in that. As to his point, 

he thought anyone reading the newspapers about Borstal systems 
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and Reformatories would see instances of people coming out 

of suCh institutions committing crime and being put in prison. 

He thought in such cases they might, if left at home with their 

brothers and sisters, have become better citizens. Mr Cooney 

again denied that he referred to industrial sChools in con

nection with the matter, and said he raised the question to as

certain the cost to the county for these· institutions WhiCh , he 

found, was £4,000 per year. 

r J 'Byrne - I don't think there is any question at all 

about industrial sChools and .. crime. It is only children with-

out parents or guardians are sent to industrial schools, and 

they are not sent there for crime of any kind. I know children 

to go to industrial schools and 1STiEa were a credit to the com-' 

munity when they Cam3 out. 

Col. Quin - I think Mr Cooney did not mean to attack in

dustrial schools, but he made a great mistake when he meant Re

formatories and said Industrial schools. I have a lively re

collection of him saying that they were only a factory for crim-

inals . . I don't think he meant that, The people in charge of 

industrial schools are rioble people who have given the whole of 

their lives to this good work. 

iss O' Ryan proposed that the Council should reply by way 

of explanation that the County Council did not intend to reflect 

upon the I~dustrial schools in any way. 

r . Shannon seconded the resolution which was adopted. 
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