






fair distribution of money to have the expenditure cut down 

on by-teoads . hich are being used by motorists carrying on 

t heir business, as well as others ~ If the expenditure on 

these roads is to be cut down you will have no roads there 

this time twelve months. It is not a fair distribution, 

and the people using them have got to pay rates and taxes. 

Let them cut down the rate and they would hear more about it 

later on. 

r O'Byrne thought they should take the improvement ~ 

work;s separately from the other. items. 

~ RoChe said whatever rate ias struck he ould like if 

I 

the County Surveyor saW the county roads at the present time. 

The trunk roads which were not used by the ratepayers of the 

county at all were kept in very good condition, but the roads 

usEid by the farmers were apparently neglected, and he asked the 

County Surveyor if he could contradict it. Referring to the 

Kilmore road, hich he travelled on, he thought it was on the 

minutes where Mr Barry said ten months ago that this road was in 

good condition. 

County Surveyor - It is not in good condition no . 

Mt .oche - you say it was in good condition that tL~e ? 

COUl1ty Surveyor - It as in good condition that time,but 

not now. 

r ~oche - The road at the present time is impassible to 

pass over. In the south of the county there are miles of roads 

in that condition, and there is very heavy traffic - agricul­

tural traffic - on small roads that receive no attention. It 

is absolutely wrong altogether to let these roads get into that 

condition, and I propose that vhatever rate is struck the bulk 

of it be applied to such roads and leave the main roads alone. 

The County Surveyor said he agreed that the Kil Dre road 

as in a bad condition at present, and part of it, he said, 

would have to be reconstructed. To carry out Colonel Gibbon's 

suggestion he would like to see a Committee appointed with re-
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gard to the allocation of the expenditure, as it was imposs­

ible for him to forecast a sum, in the circurnstances , without 

being unsatisfactory to everybody . There was no doubt about 

tha.t , and he thought if they had a Committee, representing 

the four corners of the county, they could do the best they 

could. As he said before, the by- roads were in a far orse 

state than the main roads, because they had improvement works 

carried out on the main roads . The price on the . bJ- roads 

was only £13 per mile , while it was £84 per mile on the main 

roads. It might be said that was a very high price for the 

main roads, but in view of the heavy traffic, and if the work 

as not done they could not maintain these roads for £140 per 

mile . By the improvements that were carried out they got them 

doofor a lesser amount in maintenance , and had better roadS to 

maintain. He would like to point out that in Carlow the main­

tenance, per mile on main roads, was £86 ; county roads, £17; 

average ,£33 . Cavan, main roads ,£71; county roads ,£14; average 

£31. Kilkenny, £126 on main roadS; £21 for county roads, 

average, £43 . Leix,£188 on main roads ; £21 on by- roads ; average, 

£57 . Leitrim, main roads,£60; county roads,£14; average,£25 · 

LOUth,mai~OadS, £94; county roads , £19 ; average £41 . Mayo,main 

roads, £64; county roads, £15; average £27 . onaghan, main roads, 

£79 ; county roads, £15; a~rage £27 . South Tipperary , main 

roads, £70 ; county roads, £22; average ,£44. Waterford, ma.in 

roads ,£l$; county roads, £20 ; average ,£4B . Wexford,continued 

I1l' Barry, is the lowest of the whole with £84 for main roads , 

£13 for county, an average of £25 . The maintenance cost of 

their main roads,per mile, was higher than South Tipperary, a 

good deal less than Waterford, 10 er than Roscommon, Offaly, a 

little over ~ayo, lower than South Leix and Kilkenny , the 

same as Kildare , higher than Galway , and little more than 

cavan. There was one interesting thing, and in a way more 

imuortant than anything, and that as the valuation of the 

County per mile of road . In that respect wexford, compared 
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with counties of its kind, was fairly low . The valuation per 

mile of road, in Oarlow , was £268 ; oavan , £191 ; Clare, £147 ; 

Cork, £175; Donegal , £07; Dubl i n, £1217; Galway, £190; Kerry , 

£137 ; Kildare, £297; Kilkenny , £236 ; Laoghais , £215 ; Leitrim, 

£123 ; Limerick, £250; Longford, £201 ; Louth , £384; fayo , £132 ; 

l.eath, £337; ll;.onaghan, £188 ; Offaly, £252 ; Roscom:non, £222 ; 

Sligo, £197; Tipperary N. ct.2l4; Tipperary S. £281 ; Wa.terford, 

£200 ; WestwBath, £320; Wexford , £200; Wicklo , £258 . 

Keegan said they were Doing to vote a lot of money on 

roads, and as the premier body of the county, he thought they 

had more to consider than roads. He understood they were pro-

mised by the Oounty Surveyor six or seven years ago tha~if they 

laid out a certain amount then on the roads they would have their 

roads a whole lot cheaper afterwards . They found that vas not 

so . The same thing appl ied to the Oounty Health Board, and the 

different institutions when they were told they.would save, 

through the amalgamation of unions, £6,000 or £7,000 in t 0 years . 

He had not the figures Oolonel Gibbon had but he had the figures 

of com~onsense and found so faI as a reduction was concerned , 

the rates had increased , although there was more money coming 

in from the motor people . It cost the Oouncil a good deal of 

money, and he could not see any saving. He thought their poor 

people were never in a worse position than at the moment and 

th~t they were coming to a time when be believed, they would 

have to ooon their purse strings more, and unless something un­

foreseen happened, he did not see anything else for it . He ag­

reed that the by-roads were sadly neglected and kne some to 

have the grass growing across them. He asked them, in con-

nection with the matter , to reserve something for the poor to 

carry them over the bad times . 

Oolonel Quin said he was afraid, so far as the Health 

Board was concerned, the expenses would go up and not down. 

Mr Hall - Why not spend some of the money the same as Mr 

Roche suggests? We axe spending practically £90 per mile on 
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on the tar- spraying of main roads which , so far as I can 

see , i s driving the traffic off the roads . 

The Chairman said that tar- spraying was only making 

motorways out of the roads , involved a big sum of money and 

rendered the roads practically useless to the ratepayers of the 

county . There was no use in having polished surfaces on which 

horses could not traveyand which were only for the accom~odation 

of the lorry and the motor . Every day these roads were cost­

ing something to try and prevent people from slipping on them 

and they sa where they had to get a nanure distributor to put 

sand on in roads. In his opinion they were useless except 

for motor traffic alone . They had a road from Rosslare to 
. 

Wexford of which port ion of it was ta.r-sprayed and the surface 

as in a very polished condition and uncomfortable to travel on. 

He sa another portion of it and everybody could travel on it 

and to- day, they had to apply sand on the tarred surface to 

prevent people f r om sl ippi ng on the other portmon. 

the stretch between Kerlogue and Wexford. 

That was 

Mr Hall - Tar- spraying, as ell , gives very little emnloy-

ment because the money goes out of the country . 

lvJr Hayes referred to the Duncannon 1 ins as an important 

road from the agricultural point of view and said Whatever es­

timate they might adopt, attention should be paid to it. 

Chairman - I think we ought to stick to the amount of the 

estimate . There is no use bringing up individual roads . 

J.~ .. iss O' Ryan - You have a proposal for the reduction of the 

estimate and last year there was a reduction also. 

Chairman - There was an increase of the year before . 

Miss C, ':2yan expressed the vie 4f the County Surveyor ' s 

estimate was cut to a figure 10 er than the amount of money 

spent last year, there v;as nothing to keep the roads of the county 

in the condition they wished them to be. They could not haw it 

both ways, for they must spend money or have bad roads . She 

agreed that the county ra.tes were not in a position they 1 iked to 

see them in. She thought some of the money, particularly, that 
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on contract roads, might be better spent. The stones ere 

not put out in time, and if they were, they might wear in to­

gether better. Referring to the tax-spraying, iss O'Ryan 

said that the County Council adopted tarred roads as the best 

and they had a lot of criticism since about it. She thought 

they should get someone to go into the matter ith the County 

Surveyor and decide whether they should continue them or not. 

Unless these roads were tarred each year they were going to 

become full of pot-holes, and if they were not to be treated 

i th tar some other means would have to be adopted. It as 

said that the system resulted in sending money out of the 

count),J. It was unfortunate, in connection ith the cement 

contracts, which should not be going out of it, if things 

were done right above (hear ,hear). They had a big problem, 

and ho , she asked, ere they going to maintain their tarred 

roads if they were not gOing to put something else on them 

besides tar. They' were not in a position to increase their 

rates, and all agreed wi th that. Reference was made to the 

different institutions, but why, asked iss O'Ryan, are our 

institutions costing more ? Our answer is on account of the 

deplorable state of the countrY, with the result that you have 

more poor people going into them and more poor people wanting 

relief. It is not on account of bad management, but it is 

because of the state we are in whiCh is becomgng orse every 

day. In conclusion,she suggested a Committee to consult With 

the County Surveyor with regard to roads. 

Colonel Quin - Every year we have the sa.me thing. The 

County Surveyor asks very much more than he can expect to get . 

It is only human nature, and he knows he doesn't expect to get 

£70,000. e are told we are fools that e don' t give it, but 

ie are hearing that every year. I think £40,000 is quite 

enough for this year. 

Mr Hall - You had a road inspection committee one tim9, 

and they did a good deal of ork. I think you ought to appoint 
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. a new coromi ttee . 

Colonel uin - Is the cement road Cheaper than the 

tarred road ? 

The County Surveyor replied that the cement road for 

heavy traffic lfas going to be the cheaper proposition. It 

costs very little more to start ith, but he believed its 

maintenance afterwards would be very 1 i ttle, and even, after 

ten years, if it did break up in some instances, they ould 

be in no worse position than with the tar-macadam road. 

Mt lurphy asked if there was any difference in the policy 

of constructing tar- wacadam roads . They heard of some roads 

on which horses could not alk, but there was no comolaint con­

cerning the road, that wa.s done in New Ross district, through 

Camblin. He never heard of any horse Slipping on it, and asked 

how it was they heard complaints of horses slipping on the other 

tarred roads in the county . 

Chairman - I think there is t<bo much tar in them. 

Mr :urphy - The Camblin road is a good job, and it has cost 

nothing, in sand, to keep the horses from slipping. 

Cha·irman - Neither does the road from Rosslare to Kerlogue . 

. 'urphy - But from Kerlogue into extrod 7 

Chairman - That · is Slippery . 

County Surveyor - The bit umen on the Cambl in road is the 

sarre as the nniscoethy- New Ross Road, on which there is,un­

doubtedly very heavy traffic . The high speed of a number of 

motor cars is , undoubtedly responsible for the poliShed roads, 

and you don ' t have the same number of high speed motors travelling 

the Camblin road. Another thing is that there is a n umber of 

dangerous corners on the Camblin road, which necessi tates slo 

driving . 

U' Doran - HoYT is it tha.t there 1's no complaint concerning 

the road from Ballybrenna.n to Ballymackessy, which is tarred, 

and when you come on to the Ballymackessy bridge you could not 

stand on the roa~ . 

~ Barry - Because there is a good deaa more of fast motor 

traffic. 
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Mt Doran - It appears to me there is more tar used on 

the Bally nacke s sy road . 

Mt D' Arcy - That is the trouble . 

County Surveyor - No , it is principally a question of 

the motor traffic . 

Mr Cor ish said kno~ ing as they did the lean -period far­

lners were passing through, he quite admitted it was not an 

easy matter to r!Jake a case for more expenditure . At the 

same time he wondered if it was wise on their part to support 

the propos 1 put for ard by Colonal Gibbon. It as a very 

indiscriminate proposal - a proposal that was not of the nature 

they expected Colonel Gibbon to make in view of the fact that 

he , above all members in the room, continuously advocated 

from the end of one financial year to the other '" the expend­

iture of more money on the roads not the by- roads - but the 
< 

main roads . He held that the proposal was ultra vires as 

it as the business of the Council under Local Governn:snt 

regulations to consider the amount Which should be allocated 

for each road . Colonel Gibbon had asked what was their road 

pOlicy , It appeared to him (Mt corish) that they never had 

a road policy , and he thought the proposal put for ard by 'ss 

O'Ryan deserved consideration. He suggested that they adjourn 

the consideration of the estimate for a month, and a Com.-ni ttee 

be appointed Which, in the meantime, should go around and see 

What was the position so far as the roads were concerned . So 

far as high ra.tes went was there any instance on record, he 

asked, here rates were admitted to be reasonable. He always 

heard the rates were too high, and that as going on as long as 

he could remember . It las certainly a hardship on farmers to 

make roads for motor people, ho did not directly pay rates into 

the county . The Committee, he suggested, could closely exa~ine 

the amount for the roads, and the quest ions ra.ised, and report 

to the next meeting . He thought concrete gro~ting should be 

recommended as much as possible on link roads . He suggested 

that the county council instead of striking a. high rate on 
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linl< roads, should consider the possibility ot borro ing 

the money . The rate of interest was not :o.uch, and it would 

pay them better to do that instead of meeting the expenditure 

out of ordinary revenue. If the resolution as proposed by 

Colonel Gibbon , was carried out, they ould have no road 

policy, and if the estimate Wa$ reduced to the figure he pro­

posed, he would like them to realise the reaction it ould 

have on the finances of the County Board of Health, He felt 

certain that reaction a.s Eoing to be conSiderable, and the 

expendi ture on the county Board of Health increased in due 

proportion. If they took £16,000 off the road estimate and 

thre so many men on the labour market it was possible they 

and their dependants would have to be considered by the Board 

of Health, so that they ould be taking the noney out of one 

pocket and putting it into the other. They ere all expect-

ing something to be done as far as de-rating was concerned, 

and partial de-rating Would have to come of necessity to the 

relief of the farmers during the comin~ lpring. If theyad­

opted a low estimate and their roads were neglected, they were 

not going to get as much rel ief as other counties, where they 

ere striking a rate on the same level as last year. In the 

circumstances he thought they should be very careful and strke 

the same ra.te as last year, hich was £55,000. 

with a great deal that was said about bad roads. 

He agreed 

They were 

neglected, but he did not say it as the fault of the County 

Survey<!>r or of the officials. They did not get the money they 

asked for. He asked the Council not to cut do n the ~~ounts 

allocated to urban areas, and went on to refer ,to the neglect 

of footpaths where the estimates were cut down. He proposed 

a resd>lution to have these ma.tters taken into consideration, 

and that a Committee go into the whole question of road work, 

and not cut down the Surveyor's estimate indiscriminately. 

The Chairman opposed the iasa of adjourning the est imate 

and appointing a Committee to go around to inspect the roads 
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when t hey had a bi g staff of off i cials to do tha.t work . He 

did not favour asking peopl e to come out every day to make 

inspections , and wondered if they thought they had nothing 

at all to do at home. 

The County surveyor said if he as to distribute the 

oney over the roads , as suggested,it might not meet ith 

the satisfaction of everybody . He ould ask them to 

allocate the amounts as between the main roads and the counW 

roads . If he took the responsibility of cutting the prices 

considerably on the rc.ain roadsth~ might lose their g-rant on 

them, end he did not thin.l{ it fair to lose that money and ask 

him to be responsible for the losS . 

Ml' cumnins - fuat amount of money have you on hands at 

present 1 

county surveyor - T'ne greater portion of allocated ex-

pendi ture for all roads is expended at the present time . 

1 ... r Cum.nins in seconding r Cor ish 1 s amendment said i t 

as unfair that the ratepayers should be responsiole for the 

upkeep of roads they could not use. 

Colonel Gibbon said that all the comnents more or less 

agreed with hat he had said. .~ corish, he said, made one 

or two remarks to whiCh he would like to reply . He spoke 

about borro ing money to make cement roads . He (Col . Gibbon) 

al~ys approved of the experiment to mal{e cement roads, and 

believed it to be the solution of the problem. He did not, 

ho ever, agree i th ·cr Corisd 1 s suggest ion to borrow the money 

and pay it back out of the rates. They kne improved roads 

were wanted on account of motor traffic, and he thought it as 

but fair and right , and their duty to the ratepayers, to see 

that the money required for making such roads came from the 

motor fund, and not out of general rates . The meeting similar­

ly agreed wi th him that a gr3at amount of money as put into 

the motor roads out of the poclrets and to the detrinent of the 

ratepayers, in the neglect of the by-roads, instead of it 
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being borne :;: ... .., the motor fund. He ould call the at-

tention of their two T.D. ' s present to that matter so as to 

see that they got their share out of the fund . He lentioned 

£40,000 as the approximate amount he thought they ould be 

justified in striking, and he thought the suggestion to ad­

journ the matter and get a comnittee in the meantime to go 

around and inspect the roads as not going to assist them. 

The members of the Council represented the whole county, and 

in their respective districts had local kno ledge of the require- . 

ments, and they met there to see that each district received 

its proper recognition. The County Surveyor had asked for a 

co~nmittee to go into the matter with him, but they wanted the 

County Surveyor to put forward a recommendat ion, having regard 

to his technical knowledge of each case, and if they did not 

approve of it,t ey could then get a C01IDlittee to go into the mat­

ter ith him and try to adjust the differences between the in-

terests involved. For that reason he would ask them to fix the 

total Mlount that day, and afterwards see ho it could be al-

located. iss ~'Ryan spoke about the money going out of the 

country for tar, and tha.t they should reconsider the position 

i th regard to tarred roads. He quite agreed ith her, but 

he understood some of the tar carne from the local gas works. 

He was asking them to avoid incurring fresh expenditure on these 

roads, and make no ne tarred roads. The motors shoUld pay 

for themselves in the upkeep of the main and link roadS, and the 

Council should confine themselves to the oy-roads. They should 

not com~it themselves to the terrible heavy expenditure on the 

otller roads. 

~tr Corish - l):)es not Col. Gibbon consider it wise to strike 

a rate in accordance ith the requirements of the county and get 

that proportion of relief to come afterwards from the Governrnent? 

Is it right, this year, to get the relief in proportion to a 

small estimate ? 

Colonel Gibbon - As far as I can see the farmer is not 
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going to benefit as regards that . We are going to get a re­

duction, but the position of the ratepayer will remain the 

same . On the other hand, if e cut do n the estimate to a 

reasonable amOtUlt I don' t see hoW, in an agricultural co~wunity 

1 ike this, where a good deal of tillage is carried on , that e 

should not get our proper share of relief as people in other 

counties, who have their land in grass . 

fur Corish - verybody admits that it ill require as muCh 

money as last year to keep the roads . They are very bad to- day 

and nobody leno s hat kind of weather you will have from no 

until the 31st of Larch - they may deteriorate rapidly . 

The Chairman in clOSing the discussion said if they were to 

have de - rating in the immediate~ future it might be calculated 

on the bas is of the ir road and other rate. That might be , but 

they were not in a position to put up the rates this year. He 

believed himself they were not going to have the relief they 

were talking about imnediately - they may have it later on. rere 

they justified in increasing the rate on. the ratepayers just no , 

even at the risk that they ere not sure of getting de- rating. 

There were all sorts of relief promised, but nothing practical 

had been done . The action of the Government , the Chairman con-

tinued, Was not very nice tovards the country in the state it 

was in, to say that they adjourned for ten eeks, while, he 

believed, they could have issued their report from the De- rating 

Commission and let the neople kno hat they were going to do . 

There was no justification for ten weeks ' holidays, atter as­

sembling after four months' holidays before. He did not say 

anything to the individual T.]. IS, but it seemed ridiculous 

f or the Government to adj ourn wi tnout one expression of opinion 

to indicate what kind of relief farmers were going to get . 

Mr Jordan - It is not the fault of the Government that you 

have not the report . The real reason is that the Chairman of 

the De-rating Com~issiori as ill for the last Six weeks and they 

did not like tm issue the report without him. 
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Miss 0 'Ryan - That 1s no excuse at all . 

Chairman - There is a good deal of haggling going on over 

the report of the Comnission. I t~{e Mt Jordan ' s word as cor-

rect, but I cannot see hy an important thing like this i th 

the country in such a crisis - and nobody can ga.insay but there 

is a frisis with many of the ratepayers pract ically do n and 

out - that there should be paggling over it for such a long time . 

I am taking Mr Jordan' s explanat ion as correct . 

Miss J 'Ryan - personally , kr Jordan ' s statement is all 

right in explanation, but the Irish people ould not take it"as 

an excuse that a sick man was going to come between the faxmers 

and the de- rat ing report . 

A poll was taken on Mt Corish ' s amendment to adjourn the 

estimate and appoint a co~nittee to report on the roads ith the 

folIo ing result :-

For - £ssrs Armstrong, Colfer, Corish, Clince , cooney, 

CU111Inins , Gaul, Hayes, Keegan, 1tlcCaxthy, O'Byrne, Sharmon, and 

"'iss O'Ryan - 13· 
Against - Col.~uin, Col . Gibbon, essrs Brennan, Colloton, 

D' Arcy, :x>ran, Hall, Jordan, 1eyler, '.urphy, Roche, Smyth, Walsh, 

and the Chairman - 14. 

The amendment was declared l ast . 

The next proposition Vias that of ilr Sharmon, seconded by 

r Gaul, that the figures of Road estimate be the same as last 

year . 

11' Shannon said there were a certain nu.'nber of unemployed 

and if they did not get road work they would have to be relieved 

out of the rates . 

r Keegan proposed that the Council dlvlde th~ifference 
bet een £40,000 and last year ' s expenditure of £55 , 000 . That 

ould make this year ' s estimate, £47, 

Mr Keegan ' s proposition was not se conde C\., and he left the 
meeting for some time . . fr Shannon' S proposition ~s then put to the meeting and 

the vot ing was 
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For - ~ssrs Armstrcng, Clince, Colfer, Cooney,Corish, 

CUmmins, Gaul, Hayes, Mccarthy, 0 'Byrne, Shannon and .l.'I .. 1ss u l'tyan 

(12) . 

Against - '~essrs Brerman, CUlleton, J))ran, D' AXCY, Hall, 

Jordan, eyler, .. 1urphy , Roche , Smith, Walsh, Col . Quin, Col. Gibbon 

and the Chairman (14). 

The antlndment V'as declared last. 

Ml' O'Byrne proposed that the ne orks be taken separate~y 

before the general schema rela.ti ve to roads be considered. 

The Chairman said that the £40,000 would cover some of them. 

There as no proposition to strike out any of the ne or~s. 

The County Surveyor said some of them would have to be cut 

out. If he had to work on the £40,000 est ima,te everything except 

repairs and bridges would have to go out. Every ork that was 

absolutely new ould have to go out, although a number of them 

ere important. 

The Cha.irman said that it Was not contemplated in Col. 

Gibbon ' s proposit i on tha.t all the new 'Works ere to go out. They 

ere to have a share of the £40,000. 

Mr Shannon seconded .~ 0 'Byrne, and the voting on the pro­

position was a~ follows:-

For - A-.. essrs Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, Cor ish, 

Curf'.Il1lins, Gaul, Hayes, McCarthy , c.. I Byrne, Shannon and ..... iss 0 'Eyan 

- 12. 

Aga.inst - :essrs Brennan, Culleton, .;..I I Arcy, :COr an , Gibbon, 

Hall, Jordan, eyler, .c.mrphy, uin, .ache, ",,:nyth, Walsh and the 

Chairman - 14. 

~r Keegan did not vote. 

The Chairman declared the amendment lost. 

The Chairman said he would put Col.Gibbon's proposition. 

£J GaUl asked if the Tagbmon new ork ould be done. 

.. Cooney "9rotested that the paiilting of the Ne Ross Bridge 

should be included. 

The Secretary said that if the Council passed the £4 ,00 
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est imate, any member could then propose the exclusion or re­

instatement of any separate work. There was only one thing he 

ould like to point out - that was that the Council must be 

perfectly satisfied that by passing the £40,000 estimate they 

were absolutely confining themselves to that figure. 

A poll Was taken on Col. Gibbon ' s propoSal with the follo -

ing result:-

For - Messrs Brennan, Colloton, ' Arcy, Doran, Hall,Jordan, 

Meyler, Murphy ,Roche, S'Yllyth, Walsh, Col. Quin, Col . Gibbon and the 

Chairman - 14. 

Against - essrs Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, Corish, 

Cummins, Gaul, Hayes, cCarthy, o 'Byrne , Shannon, and fiss O'Ryan 

- 12. 

r Keegan did not vote . 

The County surveyor asked the Council to make a direction 

as regards the money to be spent on main roads repa.irs and 

county roads repairs, and main roads improvement and county roads 

improvement. 

The Chairman said he thought the County surveyor as in 

the best position to a.llocate the money . 

Colonll Gibbon said that the County Surveyor could make a 

preliminary allocation and the Council could look into it after­

wards. 

The allocation was left to the County Surveyor , for sub­

mission to next meeting of county Council for consideration of 

road and works. 
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OOUNTY SURVEYOR'S REPORT. 

The following report was submitted by the Oounty 

Surveyor:-

"On the 19th instant I attended at the Local Government 

Department, Dublin, and was accompanied by Mr. Jordan, T.D. with 

reference to obtaining some allocation from the funds set aside 

for the 'relief of Unemployment. It seems that ordinary road work 

will be unlikely to get any high Assignment. I am to submit, in 

writing, details of suggested works, and as much information as 

possible regarding unemployment in the Areas, and I am told that 

each work will be fully considered. 

I beg to apply for allocation from the Oontingencies 

Fund of £40 to the Gorey-Ballyoanew Road No.27, and £30 to the 

Ross-Wexford, Road No.2l. In both these oases the funds are 

exhausted and the roads require immediate attention. 

I have now obtained some particulars from the Insuranoe 

Oompany wi~h reference to the cover for exploSives, during transport, 

in the Oounty, and suggest that the matter be referred to the 

Solicitor to deal with in consulation with me. 

On several occasions the Oounoil had under consideration 

the damage caused to Road No. 27 at Oarriganeagh, by flooding. 

The owner of the Mill Dam at this plaoe undertook to alter the 

spillway, and so work the sluices as to prevent flooding, but 

this has not been done, and on several occasions the road has 

been injured. I consider it will be necessary to put the matter 

in the Solioitor's hands for proceedings. 

Last year a proposal for making road in Ballyeden, better 

known as "Oopper Lane" was approved, subject to the local people 

carrying out widening of roadway and other necessary wo~k, before 

we put the job in hands. I now report that the local people 

have done their part, and ask for authority to prooeed with the 

Oouncil's part of the work. 
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I have a letter from the Rector in Castlebridge 

complaining of the periodic floo~ing of Road No. 641, adjoining 

Ardoolm Rectory. I have myself, on several occasions, inspected 

this place, and agree with the Rector's suggestions that a path 

to allow of foot passengers passing over should be provided. 

I have an application f"rom Mr. Mtchael Finn, Gorey for 

permission to erect a petrol pump. Apparently from the sketch 

submitted the tank is to be under the roadway. 

Mr. John Joyce, Butlerstown, calls attention to the 

erosion taking place at Carne, and suggests that some of the 

Relief Gr~t be applied for work there. 

Mr. Treanor informs me that the Contractor for Road No. 84 

(William Byrne, Annagh, Inch) has proved a Defaulter, and I ask for 

authority to take ne«essary proceedings". 

Re~ief Grants. 

The following extract from Minutes of Finance Committee 

in respect of meeting held on 18th December, 1930 was submitted:­

"In connection with the Government Relief Grant of £300,000 

the County Surveyor submit t ed the following for consideration:~ 
. 

(1) Road ~rsion at Ferrycarrig- £800. 

(2) Surfacing Duncannon Line in water bound macadam which 

would give employment to the men who break stones on the Mountain 

of Forth £2000 . 

(3) Extension of Camblin Road from Slaught Cross above Quarry 

towards Ballykelly about ~ miles £1600. 

(4) First section of the road from Enniscorthy to Kiltealy 

£1000. 

(5) Short section of Road from Ferns to BunclodY~500. 

(6) Back Streets in Gorey from Bat~s by Railway station in to 

Main Street £1000. 

(7) Dangerous corners particularly those in Killanne and 

Rathnure Districts £500. 

(8) Road from Wexford to Gorey particularly sections from 

Wexford to Castlebridge and Ballycanew to Gorey £500. 

TOTAL. £7900. 
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It was decided that these proposals be submitted to 

the Co. Council meeting on 22nd December, 1930 for their approval 

The County Surveyor mentioned that in the mean-time 

he had arranged with Mr. Jordan T.D. to have an interview with 

a responsible Official of the Department in charge of Apnroval 

of Schemes for Unemployment, and he would be in a position to 

inform the Council at their meeting on 22nd instant of what 

transpired at this interview". 

Col. Gibbon said that the Council should focus attention 

on works that would be remunerative later such as Harbour Works 

or Drainage. These wogld give a great deal of employment and 

would be creating money afterwards, and would ensure the 

employment of more men in the future. Putting a Relief Grant 

into roads was putting it in to luxuries. 

The Co. Surveyor said that apparently the difficulty 

was that the main roads should be done out of the Road Fund Grant 

In 
~ 

and could not be brought in to the Relief Grant to any extent. 

an interview he had with the Superintendent of Home Assistance, ~ 

did not get much assistance as to unemployment as the particulars 

dealt with Urban areas. Very few applications for home help 

were received from the Rural Districts, and the Labour Exchange 

stated that when a man ceased to draw benefit he did not register 

as being unemployed. 

Mr. Corish said that owing to three poor successive 

fishing seasons Oylegate 4istrict had a great deal of Unemployment 

The Co. Surveyor said he understood that the Forestry 

Department were going to deal with Oylegate. 
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The County Surveyor said that as a. result of his inter­

view he thought the County COilllCil ould obtain a very small 

allocation. The Health Boa.rd had already put up a sewerage 

scheme for Bunclody ~ith an estimated cost of £2,000 and it 

as also proposed to have some work in T~~on. There was t:te 

se erage scheme for Rosslare which was an important work though 

he could not say mf the Government would entertain it as a relief 

job. 

~ Cor ish $aid there was a road between Ballynaslaney and 

Pouldarrig which was a "bog" and for which a proposal could be 

put up. He had a I ist of 80 unemployed men in Oylegate district. 

1r Cummins · said that around the South C08sff the County 

in Vihich he Was interested 200 fishermen were out of employment. 

The County Surveyor said it was apparent from the interview 

he had in Dublin that unless it could be shown that unemployalent 

prevailed in- the districts for which sbhemes had been put up 

there was very little hope of ge tting any money_ 

'U' Shannon proposed the following resolution:-

"That \ Councillors be requested to furnish the County Sur­

~ veyor ~ith a list of the unemployed and also a brief state~ent 

of what relief works they considered necessary in the various 

districts. 1f 

U' Colfer seconded, and the motion was adopted ~ .9.QE;. 

The Chairman proposed the follOWing which was seconded by 

r Hall:- "That e approve of ttiS recomnendations of Finance 

CO.TJlnittee a.s to works to be put forWard for relief grants. II 

Colonel Gibbon proposed the folIo ing hich, however , v. as 

not seconded:- "That e dissent from the recommendation of the 

Finance Committee as to road diversion work at Ferrycarrig. If He 

contended that straightening the road ofo Ferrycarrig Bridge 

ould be an inducement to speeding and it would also spoil the 

scenic beauty of the place. 

~ Ga.ul said something should be done to have the road from 

Drinagh to Rosslare fini~hed and he proposed that the Council 

should put forwa.rd a proposal to obtain portion of the relief 
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grant to carry out this work~ 

Mr O'Byrne seconded. 

The Chairman pOinted out that until some arrangement could 

be entered into with the Railway Company as re gards the con­

struction of a bridge at Drinagh this road could never be used 

by the public and he did not see what they could do at the 

moment . 

Lr Gaul said that it ould be a considerable -advantage if 

the making of the road was finished . The question of the brid~ 

could come on later . He would bring up the matter again. 

The resolution confirming the recommendations of the 

Finance Committee- as then put and passed. 

COl'-J"TINGENCY FUND . 

The follo ing resolution was adopted on the motion of r 

Gaul secon~d by fr C 'Byrne :- " Tl18 t a sum of £40 be taken 

from Contingency Fund for repair of :£1.oad No . 27 (Gorey to Bally­

canew) and a sum of £30 from said fund for repair of road 21 

(New Ross to wexford) . 

IJ:TSUHANc.:c.. I ~ COl%T.tI:CTION - J: TH XPLOSIVES . 

The follo ing resolution as adopted on the motion of J.'.:r 

~ 'Byrne seconded by ... r Hall :- "That the correspondence of Co . 

Surveyor and Insurance Companies relat i ve to insurance of em­

ployees in connection with carriage of explosives be referred 

to r Elgee, County solicitor ," for h is advice . " 

FLOODING OAD AT GAlLI GANEAGH. 

The following resolution was ad)pted on the motion of l'r 

v 'Byrne seconded by U' Hall :- "That William Cousins, Ballyc8le, 

Gorey, be proceeded against unless he carries out the necessary 

ork at the sluices of his ffiill to obviate the flooding of road 

No . 27 at Carriganeagh . 

COPPER LANE. 

The folIo ing resolution as adonted on the .notion of 
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Mr G 'Byrne seconded by ~r Shannon:- "That the necessary 

ork be carried out at Copper Lane as the local residents 
as 

have carried out theie agreement with the County CounCil/to 

repair . 

FLOODING OF ROAD b41 AT CASTLE8RI:or'~. 

Gr Corish said he had referred on several occasions to 

the flooding of this place . 

The County SUrveyor said the ~looding now reported occurred 

on a by-road. 

Mt Cor ish - I understand the road I referred to is no 

orse than ever. 

The folIo ing ~esolution was adopted on the motion of 
I 

r O'Byrne seconded by the Chairman :- "That a SllYn not ex-

ceeding £20 be set aside to repair Road No. b41 in order to 

prevent flooding . II 

PETROL PUkP AT GOFEY . 

It as decided to inform Mt Finn that he must make ap­

plica,tion for licence for petrol pump on specified form . 

COAST ~ROSION AT CARNE . 

The County Surveyor said he did not thinlc in view of the 

law they shoUld undertake any work to remedy coast erosion. 

It was decided that the County Surveyor submit a furthe.a.' 

report on the matter . 

DEE' ADLTING ROAD CONTFACTOR. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

r C 'Byrne seconded by 1 r Hall:- "That proceedings be in-

stituted against illiam Byrne Armagh, Inch, for neglect in 

carrying out his contract on road No. (14 . 

The following resolution was then adopted on the motion 

of r Hall seconded by l~·lv.i.cCarthy :- "That the Report of 

County Surveyor to this meeting be and is hereby adopted . " 

NEXT MEiTING C0Ul1.JTI C':UNCIL A..1\lD FINANC"", CO 'll' ~ITTEE . 

The folIo ing resolution Was adopted on the motion of !r 
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O'Byrne seconded by 1~r Hall:- tiThat next meeting of Finance 

Comnittee be held on 31st December, ~ednesday, as ordinary 

day of meeting falls on 1st January a hol~day of obligation. 

That the meeting of County Council fixed for 12th prox. 

be dropped and business for same be transacted at meeting of 

~th prox. prior to consultation ith the T.D. 's of the ounty 

fixed for that deS . 

.I.-tOAD GRANT. 

Under date 13th December, 1930, the Department of Local 

Govermnent (30adS) rote ( ... Q.13l) forwarding Pey Order for 

£320 portion of special grant of £400 for the concreting of 

King street Lower, wvexford . 

COLLECTO_~ SUTTON. 

The following extr ct from inutes of Finance OOllirnittee 

l~eeting of l~th recember, 193u, vrere submitted and confirmed 

on the mot ion of 'IJI Hall seconded by '\U' O'Byrne:-

"In cormect ion with the suspension of collector sutton 

(no. 2 District) the follo ing under date Ibth December,1930, 

(G. 922b~/1930. Loch Garman) . was read from the r.epaxtment of 

Local Government:-

" , I am directed by the inister for Local Government 

and Public Health to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of 

the 11th instant, and to state that he notes the suspensio~ of 

Collector sutton, and in the circumstances disclosed now for­

mally terminates his services. 

It is presumed that the books have been taken up DR and 

carefully checked and that adequate enquiries are being made 

from £atepayers represented as in arrear. It is also presumed 

that the Insurance Company have been notified. 

If the inquiries SJ.10W that any monies paid to the ,;x­

Collector have not been accounted for you as Chief xecutive 

fficer of the Council should ithout delay make the necessary 

informations to secure his apprehension. i ;1 
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I am to request a fully explanatory report as soon as 

possible. " 

"The Secretary stated that sutton ' s booY,.s had been taken 

up and a large number of Rate notices issued throughout the 

:Jistrict . " 

"Regarding -I-he closing of the Collection the follo ing 

under date December 16th to .r Elgee 'Vas read from lr A. sutton, 

one of the personal sureties of Collector Sutton . " :-

II If I have anything to say about the collect ing of the 

rate outstandint I would give the job to I~ J . uirke, but I 

·think that T. sutton should be kept on to finish the job . He 

tells .ne he colleCiied between 3 and 4 thousand pounds . If he 

di-d he cannot ·oe much behind some of the other collectors and 

perhaps he might get it in quicker than a new han" . II 

"·1r Daniel Dempsey, Craanrue , ~dermine, the second nersonal 

surety of -.1r sutton, c~e before the meeting and produced the 

following letter from~.r A. sutton under date 17th December, 

193 " '-

"I ould be fully satisfied for kr Dan mpsey to collect 

the outstanding rate if T. sutton is not ·avail~ble . " 

~ ne~psey stated he wished personally to close the warramt 

in the district as he fearJd he might be "held" by the action 

of any deputy Collector who might be appointed and who might 

not carry out the ork . He was prepared to flstand n for sutton ' s 

work but not for th2t of any other Collector . He would be 

satisfied if Collect~r Quirke were apPointed to close the col ­

lection provided he (!.ir r:empsey) V'ould not be responsible for 

the manner' in hiOO uirke carried out the ork . fI 

flAfter further discussion the following resolution was 

adopted fl :-

"That Collector J . uirke (No . 1 District) be appointed 

to close warrant in No . 2 District provided his sureties are 

satisfied to be responsible for the manner in, 11ich the work 

~as carr ied out . " 

If •• ..!' Ie.llpsey said that in the circumstances he would agree 
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J( 
to the apPointment ofuirke as deputy . " 

ROAD - 166. 

The following nurDerously signed memorial Was read:­

fIve call your attention to contract No . 166 leading 

from Carnew to Ferns to Vliden 10 perches ImoWn as "Bailey ' s 

Pinch" on the Bal1ycadden end and have four oorners taken 

off the linrush end which work is urgently needed oWing to 

heavy haulage dUl·ing certain :parts of the year . 

" e have taken off tt 0 corners and are working at the 

third, so we think the County Council should take off the 

other four . If 

Mr F. . J . Ennis, ASSistant Surveyor ) reported that this \7iias 

a fourth class road getting only the traffic of those living 

on it . From his inspection 01 8th November, 1930, he IT£de 

out five corners in all - two at Bal1ycadden end and one l1id-

aYf in the lane and two at the Bolinrush end. One of the 

latter had been partly done but of course some further work 

might have been carried out since the i nspection. The sura of 

£3 f included in the Road orks Scheme would not cover the 

total cost of the work as a large Quantity of mater ial would 

have to be removed . Tpe £30 Was intended as a contribution 

only and possibly the best arrangement would be for some rep­

rese~tatiVrf the local peopl e to take a contract for the job , 

at the amount allowed. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of l~ 

Armstrong seconded by Mr Hall :- "That e approve of 'Work at 

Ballycadden la.ne as included in Provisional Road Works Scheme 

being carried out at a cost 'to the Council not exceeding £30 

subject to the local people concerned carrying out their portion 

of the work to the satisfaction of the County Surveyor ." 

FOOTPATHS IN BUNCLODY . 

1/.Ll' Armstrong said that there had been a proposal to lay 

down footpaths in Bunclody the money to be borrowed . He 
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thought (judging, by the amount of money which as allocated 

that day for roads) that this proposal would not be adopted 

and it might be put up for a relief grant . 

The Chairman pOinted out that a sewerage sche~ for Bun­

clody for a relief grant \as before the Government but the 

addition of the footpaths would not improve its chances of 

acceptance. 

The matter dropped. , 
ARNl:NG I GNS T TAGffi ON CHOOLS . 

Under date 12th tece;nber 193 Rev . T. Scallan P. P. wrote 

calling attention to the grave danger of accidents to school 

chil~en of T~llon schools from road traffic and suggested 

that danger signs should be erected at the approaches to the 

schools , hich would obviate to some extent the risk of accidents . 

The following resolution as adopted on the motion of hr 

O'Byrne seconded by Mr Hall :- It frhat the County Surveyor be in-

structed to have the necessary Warning signs erected in the 

neighbour~ood of Taghmon sOOoo18 . II 

GREt.NVILLZ LAl-b, .,;jk I SCORTHY . 

With reference to application considered at last County , 
Council meeting from pa.trick O' Neill, Greenville , i;nniscorthy, 

&sking the County Counci l to improve this lane, .r ~cCarthy 

said if the people living there could get some road metalling 

they would spread it and do all other ork themselves . 

!:l' Gaul proposed the following resol ut ion hich was sec-

onded by .Ll' Shannon:- IIThat the County Council provide the 

necessaxy road material for repair of Greenville lane . " 

AI' ~lgee, Solicitor, said that the ouncil had no power 

to ive this material ; neither ere they empowered to sell . 

The u1atter dropped . 

BALLYGILLANE ROAD . 

The following under date 19th December 1930 vas read from 
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tt J . C. Cahill rd-na- ara , losslare Harbour :-

"I have yours of the 2nd inst . and am obliged for what 

is being done ith regard to the road at Bq11ygillane. The 

consensus of opinion here is that when the road waQ raised at 

the point in question the surface was covered ith some soft 

material which accounts for the mud noW. :2ecently SOLT£) stcmes 

were put on the road but not in sufficient quantities to be 

of much use . To be sure there is an iluprovement but mu.ch 

more could be done. From information I have received during 

the week the thing has no assumed rather a serious aspect . 

At the point where the road Was raised there is a small strip 

of concrete just bordering on the pond and,to avoid the mud 

on the road, pedestrians, including schoolchildren., use this 

stri"" f concrete 8.S a sort of footpath . 

is that a small Child, gOing to school, slipped off the con­

crete and fell into the pond, luckily without any disastrous 

consequences . 

·ould it be possible to t iden this strip of concrete to 

about a yard so as to mruce it comparatively safe, that is, 

provided you do not intend to sheet the road any further ? I 

think the latter course however should be ado ted, as a good 

strong surface on the roJd Would make it impervious to floods 

and Would obviate the trouble and expense of compulsory drain­

age by adjacent landowners . 

Wi th renewed than"ks for your assistance in this matter . " 

The County Surveyor said he did not thinlc Widening the 

concrete strip Would have much effect . ~veryone ~ho K11eW 

children ould realise they w~uld walk on the concrete though 

the place as damgerous . He would put a further supply of 

stone on the road and see What ef:ect it would have . 

The meet lug approved of the proposal of the County Sur­

veyor . 
GLYNN LAl'J'E . 

The fo l lo ing under date 19th December 1930 as read from 
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' r Patrick Roche , ffernogue, Ferns:-

"~Hth reference to the petition sent to you some time 

ago by ratepayers and residents using the lane here, knon 

as the \I Glynn Lane" asl{ing the County Council to do something 

to put it in a passable condition. I shall be very glad if 

you can now have something done in the .nat ter. 

It is in a frightful condition at present so bad that 

it is almost impossible to walk or car on it and is a great 

hardShip to all of us uSing it. 

If your ouncil would be good enough even to grant the 

metalling for it ve could get it carted and spread and we ould 

. " only ask what would put it in a. reasonable condition hich 

would' be about twent~ive yards of stones. 

I shall be much obliged if you will bring the rnatter be­

fore the County Council for t!.1eir immediate attention. II 
, 

Chairman - s this fti not a connecting linl{ bet een two 

ro&ds we cannot touch it at all especially as our funds are 

so 10 . 

SC LLAGH GULL.i!:TT. 

Under date 9th D3ceinber 1930 ~ r Keogh, secretary, 

Ca~lo County Counci~ wrote that the Carlow County Council 

requested that a sufficient gullet ' be built at Mr Neville t s, 
" . Scollagh, as the arlow main road L 30 had been seriously 

damaged t ice itl1in the past few week and many times serious­

ly ithin the past few years by the overflow from the present 

insufficient and dilapidated gullet_. 

The County surveyor stated he had already provided for 

a great improvement at this place in the current Road '~orks 

Scheme . 

Colonel Gibbon proposed -and tt Brerman seconded the 

following resolution hich was adopted nem con:- II That --
inform the Ca.rlow County Council that the County Surveyor has 

been instructed to provide a sufficient gulleti which Will 

prevent flooding at Neville IS, Scollagh. II 
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OVERDP..AFT ACCO ........ iODATIOi: . 
----------------

The follo ing recom~endation of the Finance Committee 

at meeting of 18th tecember 1930 was approved on the motion 

of Hall seconded by r G'Byrne :- "That epartJ.nent of ocal 

Government be asked to sa.nction continuance of overdre!t 

accommodation as from 1st January 1931 to the 31st 1~rch 1931 

with the Treasurer of the County Council at a sun not to ex­

ceed £36,000." 

ROSSLARE: !.BOUR ..tXING. 

The following un...:.er date lbth I:ecember 1930 was read 

. from Wexford Harbour COIlLuissioners :-

"your letter of 4th inst enclosing copy letter of lfr 

Patterson Engineer, also letter fro:n, S. 1. ~obbs, as to 

dreaging in the neighbouxhood of .osslare st nd was discussed 

at to-day ' s meeting of the Harbour Board when I was directed 

to inform you that the Harbour Com~issioners are totally 

against the material dredged at Rosslare Harbour being dU'Tlped 

in the South ay as same might be detrlinental to the navigable 

channel at t11e entrance to Wexford Harbour . " 

/ 
Colonel Gibbon - \ie can reply that tLe-=:~ objection is 

noted but that this is a matter out of the control of the JOUl1-

cil. , 
ADVERTISING 00 TTP.AOT FOR 1931-32. 

The folIo ing recomnendation from Finance Committee meet­

ing of leth :December 1930 re above was confirmed on the notion 

of Col . Gibbon seconded by Murphy :-

"That the Wexford fJ people " , "Free Press" and "i,cho" news-

papers be offered a Sunl of £110 for the advertising of the ' 

County Council and County Committee of griculture for year 

1st January 1931 to 31st :ecember 1931, and that in the event 

of County Council elections ,being held in 1931 a further Sun1 

of £25 be offered to cover election 8.dvertising . 
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"That as regards the advertising of the County Wexford 
~ducation 

Vo.cational/Committee we recommend that this Committee enter 

into a separate advert ising contract with the local newspapers", 

I StUNG F w CuUNTY COUNCIL CHAl~lBit"R . 
-------------------------------

The following recomnendation of ~inance Conmittee from 

meeting held on 18th December 193 0 was confirmed on the 

motion of kr Murphy seconded by U' Hall:-

1\ In connection with oval table for new county Council 

~~amber at the Id Jail,the County Surveyor submitted two 

tenders:- Wexford Timber Co. at £46:3:6d. and i..cCormack & 

Hegarty, Quay, WeYJord, at £46:10:vd. 

I Th~ meeting considered both tenders too high and suggested 

that the County Surveyor should be empowered to purchase two 

second hand tables which could be utilised in conjunctionith 

nresent tables in existing County Council Chamber. II 

In regard to chairs the cheapest tender which the County 

surveyor had received as for 2b/b each. 

The meeting also considered this price too high and sug­

gested that the most suitable of the present chairs be utilised 
necessary 

and that any further· cha.irs/be purchased second hand. II 

IVlANAGElv.J1NT F INDUsT""'I.AL SCHOCLS. 

The following f~om B~. P.O. Ryan, Artane Industrial 

School, under date 15th December, 193, to the Cha.irrnan as 

read f~r the meeting by directions of Mr Doyle:-
1;; -

II Kindly permit rre" senel you a reply in connect ion wi th 

the state :tents made by vir Cooney at the recent meet ing of 

your Council. I regret very much t hat circumstances prev-en-

ted me sen.ing it earlier. 

At a ~eeting of the l1apagers of our Industrial Schools 

held recently at ~essrs. Clery's, ~nnell street, I as de­

puted to either pay you a personal 0": write expressing the 
f\ 

feelings of the .... eeting regarding the very serious and grossly 

offensille charges brought against the Industrial and Reform-
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,atory Schools by Mr Cooney one of the Labour ember~ of 

your Council . 

I have also been asked by the Meeting to tender our 

best thanks to the many friends in the Counci l ho so 

promptly and honourably defended the schools, especially 

you, :Mr . Chairman, and 1 iss _ yan. 

AS the discussion was fully reported , not only in your 

local, but also in all the Jublin papers as ell as in some 

of t c?untry papers and probably too in some of the 'nglish 

on~s, the slander has been very 1dely broadcast and conseQuent­

ly the reputati::m of the schools in question must have suffered 

very considerably . 

The Independent, Irish Times and Evening.ail of the 17th 

Novl' . containing a report of your i~eeti~, .. Just have given a 

great shock, not only to the ~nagers of the Schools, but al so 

to the numerous friends and admirers of the /great and chaxi t­

able work so successfully done by those schools for a very rue­

serving class of Children, most of whom have been deprived by 

death, of the bread Winner of the family and for ~om these 

schools re established in this country over Sixty years ago . 

NU'T.erou8 ... el igious have taken on themselves the onus of edu­

cating these children, imparting to them a Reli£ious , literary, 

physical and technical training and thus fitting them to make an 

honourable livelihoo~for tLemselves on reaching their six­

teenth year. 

The l.anagers of our Industr ial and _Reformatory Schools 

do not obje ct to cr it icisln hen suCh is fa.ir, just and reason­

able, but I think tha.t no sensible, right-minded Dan, having 

any idea of the good work done by those schools could possibly 

agree with hat our eeting considered the slanderous staten:ent 

ade by .... !iI Cooney, viz . , : 

II These schools are really fectories for ~king crimin.cl s" 

thereby branding so!ne hundreds of Priests, Nuns and Brothers 

(no others are in cllarge of OUI' Indu..c:;trial ar..d Reformatory 
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schoolS ) as devoting their liVes to the ".naking of criminals ". 

It is simply a monstrous charge . perhaps the most chari t able 

construction to put on such an outrageous statement, coming 

from the lips of a Catholic §,entleman is to say that it as 

uttered ithout. uch reflection in the heat and excitement of 

the moment and perhaps to be regretted in cooler morr~nt s . 

However , it was very grat ifying to find that there was not a 

single voice raised in sympathy with the person who .. llade the 

appalling charge . On the contrary some of the members tact-

fully and firmly showed reat displea~ure with ,U' Cooney ' c, 

statement , which had the effect of makin~' hi~ withdraw the 

charge against , the Industrial Schools saying that he never in-

tended to iDCl ude them. The ... anagers of our Schools , wer e 

pleased with this ithdrawal. I accept it on the par t of t he . 
·~anagers of the Industrial Schools, and shall riot anal yse the 

statements ith the view of s:ilowin inc onsis tenc ies ; but they -
are equally unjust in regard to Reforr.aatory School s , where 

every effort is made by the zealous authorities in cherge t o 
, , 

turn their papi ls into goud, self- reliant, self- supporting 

citizens . 

The hole trend of educated publ ic opinion i s strongl y 

opposed to laoelting the 'juvenile offender - often the victim 

of circumstances beyond h is cQntr~l - as a criminal. However, 

it goes without saying that Reformatory SChools were never es­

tablished for the reformation of "angels" as 11'. , Cooney would 

have us understand. It requires little ef fort to show the 

success of Industrial School work. I ,have received reports 

showing that during the past five years 56 children from Wex­

ford were discharged from the two principal Boys' Industrial 

Schools. Of these 52 are satisfactory and 4 unknown. 147 

exford girls were discharged from the two principal Girls' 

Schools. Of these 144 are satisfactory. 

As to children being sent to Industrial Schools for flimsy 

reasons - t his is a matter to be dealt with solely by the Dis- ' 
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trict justices and County Councils. 

I shall not enter into the relative merits of the 

Industrial Schools and the Boarded-out systems. Save in 

exceptional cases, the superiority of the former is firmly 

established except in the minds of those wholly ignorant 

of the work done in them. Managers from some of the 

English Industrial Schools tha.t ha:ve visited our SchoolS, 

expressed amazement that we did so much for such a small 

capi tat ion. 

In c~nclusion, I would appeal to Mr Cooney and to any 

who may share his views, to reflec~ on the injustice of 

attacking from their vantage point of public position, com­

munities which have no legal redress - cormnunities whose 

members (in their retirement) s"""'end their lives in the in­

terest of Religion and Country, at least, as effectively as 

those whose endeavour seems to be to capture popular support 

in public assemblies even at the expense of truth and justice. 

Apologising for the length of my let~er and with re­

newed thanks to you Mr Chairman and to Miss Ryan and the 
- ) ) 

other Members of your Council who so kindly defended the 

a ttack on our Schools." 

Mr Cooney said he brought up this question solely to 

find out what was the cost to the county in connection with 

industrial schools. He never for a moment meant what w~ 

read into.it. It was verrasy, he said, for some people 

to pick holes. He did say that children had been committed 

to Reformatory Schools for very flimsy reasons and he always 

thought .i t better that children should not be taken away 

from parental control and deprived of the home influences 

and associations of their brothers and Sisters. It would be 

better for them and everybody. He never intended to in-

clude industrial sChools in his remarkS, and he thought the 

Press report would bear him out in that. As to his point, 

he thought anyone reading the newspapers about Borstal systems 
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and Reformatories would see instances of people coming out 

of suCh institutions committing crime and being put in prison. 

He thought in such cases they might, if left at home with their 

brothers and sisters, have become better citizens. Mr Cooney 

again denied that he referred to industrial sChools in con­

nection with the matter, and said he raised the question to as­

certain the cost to the county for these· institutions WhiCh , he 

found, was £4,000 per year. 

r J 'Byrne - I don't think there is any question at all 

about industrial sChools and .. crime. It is only children with-

out parents or guardians are sent to industrial schools, and 

they are not sent there for crime of any kind. I know children 

to go to industrial schools and 1STiEa were a credit to the com-' 

munity when they Cam3 out. 

Col. Quin - I think Mr Cooney did not mean to attack in­

dustrial schools, but he made a great mistake when he meant Re­

formatories and said Industrial schools. I have a lively re­

collection of him saying that they were only a factory for crim-

inals . . I don't think he meant that, The people in charge of 

industrial schools are rioble people who have given the whole of 

their lives to this good work. 

iss O' Ryan proposed that the Council should reply by way 

of explanation that the County Council did not intend to reflect 

upon the I~dustrial schools in any way. 

r . Shannon seconded the resolution which was adopted. 
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