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-ard to the allocation of the expenditure, as it was imposs-
ible for him to forecast a sum, in the circumstances, without
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peineg unsatisfactory to everyobody. There was no doubt about
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the four cornere of the county, they could do the best they
could. As he said before, the by-roads were in a far worse

state then the main roads, because they had improvement works

carried out on the main roads. The price on the | by- roads
was only £13% per mile, while it was £54 per mile on the main
roads. It might be said that was a very high price Ior the
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was not done they could not maintalin these roads for £140 per

e

mile, By the improvements that were carried out they got them

domfffor a lesser amount in maintenance, and had better roads to
maintain. He would like to point out that in Carlow the main-

tenance, per mile on main roads, was £0b; county roads, &£l

-
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average,£3%3. Cavan, main roads,£7l; county roads,£14; average

£31. Kilkenny, £126 on main roads; £21 for county roads,
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average, £43. Leix,£180 on main roads; £21 on Oy-roads; average,
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57. Leitrim, main roads,£60; county roads,£14; average,£25.

Louth,maingroads, £94; county rosds, £19; average £41. Mayo,main

roads, £b4; county roads, £15; average £27. Monaghan, main roads,
£79; county roads, £15; average £7. South Tipperary, main

roads, £70; county roads, £22; average,£44. Waterford, main
roads,£148; county roads, £20; average,£48. Wexford,continued

Mr Barry, is the lowest of the whole with £34 for main roads

Z for county, an average of £25. The maintenance cost of
- -} 3 | — -

e

their main roads,per mile, was higher than South Tipperary, &

sood deal less than Waterford, lower than Roscommon, Cffaly, a
1ittle over Mayo, lower than South Leix and Kilkenny, the
same as Kildere, higher than Galway, and little more than

Cavan. There wae one interesting thing, and in a way more

important than anything, and that was the valuation of the

County per mile of road. In that respect Wexford, compared
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with counties of its kind, was fairly low. The valustion per
mile of road, in Carlow, was £208; Cavan, £191; Clare, £147;
Cork, £175; Donegal, £87; Dublin, £1217; Galway, £190; Kerry,
£1%7; Kildare, £297; Kilkemy, £236; Laoghais, £215; Leitrim,
£123; Limerick, £250; Longford, £01; Louth, £384; Mayo, £132;
Meath, £3%7; Monaghan, £188; 0ffaly, £52; Roscommon, £222;
Sligo, £197; Tipperary N. £214; Tipperary S. £281; Waterford,
£200; Westmeath, £320; Wexford, £200; Wicklow, £258.

Mr Keegan said they were going to vote a lot of money on
roads, and as the premier body of the county, he thought they
had more to consider than roads. He understood they were pro-
mised by the County Surveyor £ix or seven years ago thaqif they
laid out a certain amount then on the roads they would have their

oads a whole lot cheaper afterwards. They found that was not

H

80. The same thing applied to the County Health Board, and the

different institutions when they were told they would save,

through the amelgamation of unions, £6,000 or £7,000 in two years.

He had not the figures Colonel Gibbon had but he had the figures
of commonsense and found so far as a2 reduction was concerned,
the rates had increased, although there was more money coming
in.fIOﬁ the motor people. It cost the Council a good deal of
money, and he could not see any saving. He thought their poor

people were never in a worse position than at the moment and
that they were coming to a time when be believed, they would
have to open their purse strings more, and unless something un-
foreseen happened, he did not see anything else for it. He ag-
reed that the by-roads were sadly neglected and knew some to
have the grass growing across them. He asked them, in con-
nection with the matter, to reserve something for the poor to
carry them over the bad times.

Colonel Quin said he was afraid, so far as the Health
Board wes concerned, the expenses would go up and not down.

Mr Hall - Why not spend some of the money the same as Mr

Roche suggests? We are spending practically £90 per mile on
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on the tar-spraying of main roads which, so far as I ca

see, is driving the traffic off the roads.

otorways out of the roads, involved a big sum of money and
rendered the roads practically useless to the ratepayers of the
county. There was no use in having polished surfaces on which

horses could not travey%ﬂd which were only for the accommodation
of the lorry and the motor. Every day these roads were cost-
ing something to try and prevent people from slipping on them

and they saw where they had to get a manure distributor to put

-

sand on mAin roads. In his opinion they were useless except

J
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for motor traffic alone. They had a road from Rosslare to

[ IR e mwA I
tar—-sprayed and tae suriac

wexford of which portion of it wa

mn
@

was in a very polished condition and uncomfortable to travel on.
He saw another portion of it and everybody could travel on it
and to-day, they had to apply sand on the tarred sur:

prevent people from slipping on the other portion. That was

the stretch between Kerlogue and Wexford.
1

Jayes referred to the Duncannon linge as an important
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ural point of view and said whatever es-
timate they might adopt, attention should te paid to it.
Chairman - I think we ought to stick to the amount of the
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Miss O'Ryvan - You have a proposal for the reduction of the
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lmate and last year tnere was a reductilon also.
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Miss QO'Ryan expressed the view 41 the County Surveyor's

estimate was cut to a figure lower than the amount of money
spent last year, there was nothing to keep the roads of the county
in the condition they wished them to be. They could not have it

T ey £ A 3Ty 1Y ST 1 YT T - T ] o (g o
both ways, for they must spend money or have bad roade. sne

oo o S N Y . ol o R HASE e . I -
e hnem 1n. ghe thought some of the money D tlcu,.LEI’l"-' +1
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on contract roads, might be better spent. The stones were
not put out in time, and if they were, they might wear in to-
gether better. Referring to the tar-spraying, Miss O'Ryan
said that the County Council adopted tarred roads as the best
t

and they had a lot of criticism since about 1it. he thou

@,

@

they should get someone to go into the matter with the County
Surveyor and decide whether they should continue them or not.
Unless these roads were tarred each year they were going to
pot-holes, and if they were not to be treated
with tar some other means would have to be adopted. It was
said that the system resulted in sending money out of the
countyy. It was unfortunate, in connection with the cement
contracts, which should not be going out of it, if things
were done right above (hear,hear). They had a big problem,
and how, she asked, were they going to maintain their tarred
roads if they were not going to put something else on them
besides tar. They were not in a position to increase their
rates, and all agreed with that. Reference was made to the
different institutions, but why, asked Mise QO'Ryan, are our
institutions costing more 7 Qur answer is on account of the
deplorable state of the country, with the result that you have
more poor people going into them and more poor people wanting
relief. It is not on account of bad management, but it is
because of the state we are in which 1is Decomgng worse every
day. In conclusion,she suggested a Committee to consult with
the County Surveyor with regard to roads.

Colonel Quin - Every year we have the same thing. The
County Surveyor asks very much more than he can expect to get.
It is only human nature, and he knows he doesn't expect to get
£70,0C0. We are told we are fools that we don't give it ,but
we are hearing that every year. I think £40,000 is quite
enough for this year.

Mr Hall - You had a road inspection committee one time,

and they did a good deal of work. I think you ought to appoint
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Mr Doran - It appears to me there is more tar used on
the Ballymackessy road.

Mr D'Arcy - That is the trouble.

County Surveyor - No, it is principally a question of

the motor traffic.

H

1

Mr Corish said knowing as theydid the lean veriod Iar-
mers were passing through, he quite admitted it was not an

y matter to make a case for more expenditure. At the
same time he wondered if it was wise on their part to support
the propos@l put forward by Colon&l Gibbon. It was a very
indiscriminate proposal - a proposal that wae not of the nature
they expected Colonel Gibbon to make in view of the fact that
he , above all members in the room, continuously advocated
from the end of one financial year to the othery the expend-
ture of more money on the roads not the by-roads - but the
main roads. He held that the proposal was ultra vires as

£

it was the business of the Council under Local Government

D
i...!

1lations to consider the amount which should be allocated

or each road. Colonel Gibbon had asked what was their road

Hal

policy, It appeared to him (Mr Corish) that they never had
a road policy, and he thought the proposal put forward Ly Miss
O'Ryan deserved consideration. He suggested that they adjourn
the consideration of the estimate for a month, and a Committee
be appointed which, in the meantime,should go around and see
was the position so far as the roads were concerned. g£o
far as high rates went was there any instance on record, he
sked, where rates were admitted to be reasonable. He alweys

heard the rates were too high, and that was going on a5 long as

he could remember. 1t was certainly a hardship on farmers to
nake roads for motor people, who did not directly pay rates into
the county. The Committee, he suggested, could closely examine
the amount for the roads, and the questions raised, and report

to the next meeting. He thought concrete grouting should be

recommended as much as possible on link roads He suggested

that the county council instead of striking a high rate on
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1ink roads, should consider the possibility of borrowing

the money. The rate of interest was not much, and it would
pay them better to do that instead of meeting the expenditure
out of ordinary revenue. If the resolution as proposed by

Colonel Gibbon , was carried out, they would have no road
policy, and if the estimate was reduced to the figure he pro-
posed, he would like them to realise the reaction it would
have on the finances of the County Board of Health, He felt
certain that reaction was poing to be considerable, and the

expenditure on the county Board of Health increased in due

0
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and thelr dependants would have to be considered by the Board
TTA 1 -~ el T rrseY A P y [OF Jrongen
Health, so that they would be taking

pocket and putting it into the other. They were all expect-
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and partial de-rating would have to come of necessity to the
relief of the farmers during the coming S pring. If they ad-

opted a low estimate and their roads were neglected, they were

i R i maraet ol AL R I N L Ay e e it | e - - I i
not going to get as much relief as other counties, where they

;
were striking a rate on the same level as last year. In the
circumstances he thought they should be very careful and strike
the same rate as last year, which was £55,000. He agreed
with a great deal that was sald about bad roads. They were

neglected, but he did not say it was the fault of the County

surveyer or of the officials. They did not get the money they
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asked for. He asked the Council not to cut dowr

ct

er to the neglect
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allocated to urban areas, and went on to re
of footpaths where the estimates were cut down. He proposed
a resédlution to have these matters taken into consideration,
and that a Committee go into the whole question of road work,
and not cut down the Surveyor's estimate indiscriminately.
The Chairman opposed the idea of adjourning the estimate

and appointing a Committee to go around to inspect the roads

-—
D
AJ
w
)
/
|
1|
O
/
>
AJ
|

ES

pry )

e

A e
=t

—
_—

ot Se———
===




J ad work. KHe
Wil LiC l.l
did not favour Heo

R e L A & 47 - ) o T T 4 ~1=1-
cLllll L -L: e . LYy L vwlS L Q = LD S0K
t - ey -Tel~ -
at F B JCOALD LCLALS
L L -t -
- o~y = - I
1T and 1€ Simlls
- ] - - iLd

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES




veing borne =me=s® the motor fumd. He would call the at- M
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around and inspect the roads was not going to assist them. i
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The members Ol the Council represented the whole county, an

its proper recognition. The County Surveyor had ask for a i
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they should reconsider the position [
with regard to tarred Qads. He qt ite agcreed with her D1 !
wit sgard to tarred roads » quite agreed with her, but
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he understood some of the tar came from the local gas works

He was asking them to avoid incurring fresh expenditure on these

il
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for themselves in the upkeep of the main and link roads, and the -

Council should confine themselves 1o the by-roads. They should

not commit themselves to the terrible heavy expenditure on the

other roads. .
Mr Corish - Does not Col. Gibbon consider it wise to strike i

arzr in accordance with the requirements of the county and get

thet provortion of relief
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small estimate 7

Colonel Gibbon - As far as I can see the farmer is not :
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COUNTY SURVEYOR'S REPORT.

————— i —— o o

The following report was submitted by the County
Surveyor:-

"On the 19th instant I attended at the Local Government
Department, Dublin, and was accompanied by Mr. Jordan, T.D. with
reference to obtaining some allocation from the funds set aside
for the relief of Unemployment. It seems that ordinary road work
will be unlikely to get any high Assignment. I am to submit, in
writing, details of suggested works, and as much information as
possible regarding unemployment in the Areas, and I am told that
each work will be fully considered.

I beg to apply for allocation from the Contingencies
Fund of £40 to the Gorey-Ballycanew Road No.27, and £30 to the
Ross-Wexford, Road No.2l. In both these cases the funds are
exhausted and the roads require immediate attention.

I have now obtained some particulars from the Insurance
Company with reference to the cover for explosives, during transport,
in the County, and suggest that the matiter be referred to the
Solicitor to deal with in consulation with me.

On several occasions the Council had under consideration
the damage caused to Road No. 27 at Carriganeagh, by flooding.

The owner of the Mill Dam at this place undertook to alter the
spillway, and so work the sluices as to prevent flooding, but
this has not been done, and on several occasions the road has
been injured. I consider it will be necessary to put the matter
in the Solicitor's hands for proceedings.

Last year a pronosal for making road in Ballyeden, better
known as "Copper Lane" was approved, subject to the local people
carrying out widening of roadway and other necessary work, before
we put the job in hands. I now report that the local peoprle
have done their part, and ask for authority to proceed with the

Council's part of the work.
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I have a letter from the Rector in Castlebridge
complaining of the periodic floofing of Road No. 641, adjoining
Ardoolm Rectory. I have myself, on several occasions, inspected
this place, and agree with the Rector's suggestions that a path
to allow of foot passengers passing over should be provided.

I have an application from Mr. Michael Finn, Gorey for J
permission to erect a petrol pump. Apparently from the sketch
submitted the tank is to be under the roadway.

Mr. John Joyce, Butlerstown, calls attention to the J
erosion taking place at Carne, and suggeets that some of the
Relief Grant be apvlied for work there.

Mr. Treanor informs me that the Contractor for Road No. 84
(William Byrne, Annagh, Inch) has proved a Defaulter, and I ask for
authofity to take neaessary proceedings".

Redief Grants. |

The following extract from Minutes of Finance Committee ?
in respect of meeting held on 18th December, 1930 was submitted:-

"In connection with the Government Relief Grant of £300,000
the County Surveyor submitted the following for consideration:+
(1) Road Dﬁbrsion at Ferrycarrig- £800.

(2) Surfacing Duncannon Line in water bound macadam which

—————

would give employment to the men who break stones on the Mountain
of Forth &£2000.

(3) Extension of Camblin Road from Slaught Oross above Quarry
towards Ballykelly about 24 miles £1600.

(4) First section of the road from Enniscorthy to Kiltealy
£1000.

(5) Short section of Road from Ferns to Bunclody {500.

(6) Back Streets in Gorey from Batés by Railway station in to

Main S8treet £1000.

(7) Dangerous corners particularly those in Killanne and !
Rathnure Districts &£500.

(8) Road from Wexford to Gorey particularly sections from

Wexford to Castlebridge and Ballycanew to Gorey £500.

TOTAL. £7900. 5
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It was decided that these proposals be submitted to B
the Co. Council meeting on 22nd December, 1930 for their approval

The County Surveyor mentioned that in the mean-time !
he had arranged with Mr. Jordan T.D. to have an interview with
a responsible Official of the Department in charge of Apvroval
of Schemes for Unemployment, and he would be in a position to 1
inform the Couhcil at their meeting on 22nd instant of what
transpired at this interview'.

Col. Gibbon said that the Council should focus attention |
on works that would be remunerative later such as Harbour Works | ¢
or Drainage. Thése would give a great deal of employment and |
would be creating money afterwards, and would ensure the
employment of more men in the future. Putting a Relief Grant
into roads was putting it in to luxuries.

The Co. Surveyor said that apparently the difficulty
was that the main roads should be done out of the Road Fund Grant
and could not be brought in to the Relief Grant to any extent. In , 1
an interview he had with the Superintendent of Home Assistance, ==k ;
did not get much assistance as to unemployment as the particulars
dealt with Urban areas. Very few applications for home help
were received from the Rural Districts, and the Labour Exchange
stated that when a man ceased to draw benefit he did not register
as being unemployed.

Mr. Corish said that owing to three poor successive
fishing seasons QOylegate @istrict had a great deal of Unemployment

The Co. Surveyor said he understood that the Forestry

Department were going to deal with Oylegate.
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Comuittee be held on 3lst December, Wednesday, a8 ordinary 4
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The following extrmect from Minutes of Finance Committee

Meeting of 18th December, 1930, were submitted and confirmed r '
on the motion of lMr Hall seconded by Mr O'Byrne:- I |
"In comection with the suspension of Collector Sutton L 3
District) the following under date loth December,1930,
(G. 92268/19%0. Loch Garman) was read from ihe Lepartment of L
Local Government:- y [
" + T am directed by the Minister for Local Government E 1
and Public Health to acknowledge the receipt of your letter of |
the 11th instant, and to state that he notes the suspeénsiol ol
Collector Sutton, and in the circumstances disclosed now 10r-

mally terminates his services. |

1f the inquiries show that any monies paid to the Ex- !
Collector have not been accounted for you as Chief Executive
officer of the Council should without delay make the necessary

informations to secure hie apprehension. ;
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I circumstances beyond his contrél - as a criminal. However, \
it goes without saying that Reformatory Schools were never es-
tablished for tThe reformation of "angels" ag Mr. Cooney would
have us understand. It requires little effort to show the
success of Industrial . .School work. I have received reports
showing that during the past five years 56 children from Wex-
ford were discharged from the two principal Boys' Industrial
Schools. 0f these 52 are satisfactory and 4 unknown. 147
Wexford girls were discharged from the two principal Girls!
Schools. 0f these 144 are satisfactory.

As to children being sent to Industrial Schools for flimsy

reasons - this is a matter to be dealt with solely by the Dis- 4
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trict justices and County Councils.

I shall not enter into the relative merits of the
Industrial Schools and the Boarded-out Systems. Save in
exceptional cases, the superiority of the former is firmly
established except in the minds of those wholly ignorant
of the work done in them. Managers from some of the
English Industrial Schools that have visited our Schools,
expressed amazement that we did so much for such a small
capitation.

In cénclusion, I would appeal to Mr Cooney and to any
who may share his views, to reflec}{ on the injustice of
attacking from their vantage point of public positioén, com-
munities which have no legal redress - communities whose
members (in their retirement) spend their lives in the in-
terest of Religion and Country, at least, as effectively as
those whose endeavour seems to be to capture popular support
in public assemblies even at the expense of truth and justice.

Apologising for the length of my letster and with re-
newed thanks to youimr Chairma%,and to Miss Ryan and the
other mﬁmbers‘of your Council who so kindly defended the
attack on our Schools."

Mr Cooney said he brought up this question solely to
find out what was the cost to the county in comnection with
industrial schools. He never for a moment meant what was
read into.ift. It was veryLaSy, he said, for some people
to pick holes. He did say that children had been committed
to Reformatory Schools for very flimsy reasons and he always
thought it better that children should not ve taken away
from parental control and deprived of the home influences
and associations of their brothers and sisters. It would be
better for them and everybody. He never intended to in-
clude industrial schools in his remarks, and he thought the
Press report would bear him out in that. As to his point,

he thought anyone reading the newspapers about Borstal systems
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and Reformatories would see instances of people coming out

of such institutions committing crime and being put in prison.
He thought in such cases they might, if left at home with their
brothers and sisters, have become better citizemns. Mr Cooney
again denied that he referred to industrial schools in con-
nection with the matter, and said he raised the question to as-
certain the cost to the county for these institutions which, he
found, was £4,000 per year.

Mr O'Byrne - I don't think there is any question at all
about industrial schools and crime. It is only children with-
out parents or guardians are sent to industrial schools, and
they are not sent there for crime of any kind. I know children
to go to industrial schools and &R were a credit to the com-
munity when they came out.

Col. Quin - I think Mr Cooney did not mean to attack in-
dustrial schools, but he made a great mistake when he meant Re-
formatories and said Industrial schools.' I have a lively re-
collection of him saying that they were only a factory for crim-
inals. I don't think he meant that. The people in charge of
industrial schools are ﬁoble people who have given the whole of
their lives to this good work.

Miss O'Ryan proposed that the Council should reply by way
of explanation that the County Council did noﬁ intend to reflect
upon the Industrial schools in any way.

Mr -Shannon seconded the resolution which was adopted.
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