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that when the Council were considering the proposal of the 

Union regarding the remuneration of the Clerical Staff in 

general they would deal more magnanimously with it and take 

into due consideration the fact that a considerable saving had 

been already effected on the amount allocated by the County 

Council for salaries for the current ·financial year - a greater 

~ount than would be involved by the adoption of the Union's 

proposal. 

Mr. Corish said that, as the members of the Council were 

aware, he gave notice of motion at the last meeting to have 

the matter considered, and he did so with a certain amount of 

reluctance, because of the fact that it was not as easy to get 

money now as in the past, but at the same time an amount of 

discontent prevailed amongst the members of the County Council 

staff owing to the fact that they had nothing to look, forward 

to. Some members of the staff were paid salaries not at all 

commensurate with the work they had to do. The work in. the office 

of any public authority was of a very intricate nature, and · 

varied from day to day. With every Act of Parliament passed 

more work was involved, and it required a certain time for the 

staff to acquire a decent knowledge of What was required to 

be done under the new Acts passed from time to time. He had 

with him particulars of what was paid to the staffs of other 

Councils in Ireland. With regard to Kerry, he did not think 

that anybody present would say it was a ric~county: It was 

looked upon as one of the poorest counties, but exclusive of 

the County Surveyor, County Secretary and deputy surveyors, the 

wages paid to the clerical staff in Kerry amounted to £2,778. 

In Clare the aggregate wnount paid to the staff was £1,962, 

and he thought everyone would agree that Clare was also a very 

poor county, where land was under water practically half the 

year. In Limerick the amount paid the Clerical staff was £2,120. 

In Wexford the wages were only £1,020. Those figures went to show 
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that iVexford County Council were not paying their staff as 

they should be paid, because it was recognised in poorer 

counties that the staff was entitled to more money for the 

highly technical work they were called upon to do. The figures 

went to show that in Wexford they had been neglectful of the 

interests of their staff. 

'Mr. COrish then referred, in detail, to the work and 

service of each of the officers concerned and asked the Council 

seriously to consider increases of salary and agree to them, and 

then he would ' ask them to put into operation what was asked for 

by the Union. If they agreed he believed the Council would be 

doing a good day's work, not alone for the people directly 

concerned, but for the Council itself. It was hardly necessary 

for him to stress the point that it Was absolutely necessary where 

/ public monies were involved, and where it was necessary to get 

work done properly, that they should not have people discontented. 

It might be said that the farmers were not in a position to meet 

increases. The money that would eventually be involved would be 

£900. That sum would not materialise for 22 years and he hoped 

by then something would have been done for the farmers. Everyone 

present was in favour of having something done for the farmers, and 

he believed that something would be done in the very near future. 

He asked the CounCil to look at the matter from the point of view 

of better service. He did not say that good service had not 

been given, but he held that they had to have content in a public 

office. When Galway could start ordinary clerks at £150, rising 

by increments of £6: 13: 4d to £250, Wexford, a far richer county, 

should be in a better position to do so. He asked the Council to 

consider the matter in a cool and calm atmosphere, and do what they 

considered best for the Council as a whole. 

Mr. Hall said he would be inclined to increase everyone's 

salary if possible, but the country Was only an agricultural country, 
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and could only produce a certain amount each year which they 

had to spread amongst thousands and thousands of workers, and 

if they gave too much to one worker th~y woul~ave to take it 

off another. Only for that he could agree with Mr. Corish. · 

The portion of Mr. Corish's motion that the letter of the 

Local Government Officials' Union be considered was then put with 

the following result:-

For:- Miss o 'Ryan, Oolonel Quin, Messrs Armstrong, Clince, 

Colfer, Corish, Cooney, Colloton, Cummins, Gaul, Hall, Hayes, 

K~egan, Mayler, McCarthy, Murphy, o 'Byrne, Shannon, Walsh and 

the Ohairman (20) 

Against:- Colonel Gibbon Messrs Brennan, D'Arcy, Roche and 

Smyth (5). 

The Chairman declared the motion carried. 

After further discussion,Mr. Corish moved the following, 

which was seconded by Mr. Keegan:_ "That the salary of John 

Maloney, Clerical Assistant in County Council Offices be fixed 

at £3 per week - an increase of 5/- per week; That the salary of 

Denis Radford, Clerk in County Surveyor's Department be fixed 

at £2: 10: Odper week - an increase of 5/- per week and that the 

salary of Miss Norton, typist in County Surveyor's department, 

be fixed at £2: 5: Od per week - an increase of 5/- per week." 

Oolonel Quin said that as the matter of the increases had 

been rather sprung on the Council he suggested it should be 

adjourned for a month. 

Mr. Corish - Why 1. I don't think it should be adjourned 
so 

for a month. The facts speak for themselves in/far as those 

three people are concerned. I ask Oolonel Quin can he tell me 

how a man can support himself and wife and six children on £2:15/-. 

Oolonel Gibbon suggested that separate votes should be taken 

with regard to the question of granting the increases to each of 

the three officials mentioned. 

Mr. Oorish said he did not mind. He did not want to jeopardis 

the position of the married mAn, but that 
~- did not say that he was 
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dropping the others altogether. 

A poll on the proposition to grant Mr. Maloney an increase 

of 5/- a week resulted as follows:-

For:- Miss o 'Ryan, Messrs Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Corish, 

Cooney, Cummins, Gaul, Hayes, Keegan, Mayler, McCarthy, Murphy, 

O'Byrne, Shannon and Walsh (16). 

Against:- Colonel Gibbon, Colonel Quin, Messrs Brennan, Colloton, 

D'Arcy, Hall, Roche, Smyth and the Chairman (9). 

The Chairman declared the motion carried. 

For Mr. Radford's increase :- MisS O'Ryan, Messrs Armstrong, 

Clince, Colfer, Cooney, Corish, Cummins, Gaul, Hayes, Keegan, 

McCarthy, Murphy, O'Byrne, Shannon and Walsh (15). 

Agains t:- Colonel Gibbon, Colonel Quin, Messrs Brennan, Colloton, 

D'Arcy, Hall, Mayler, Roche, Smyth and the Chairman (10). 

The Chairman declared the motion carried. 

The poll with regard to the increase for Miss Norton resulted 

as follows:-

For:- MisS O'Ryan, Messrs Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, 

Corish, Cummins, Gaul, Hall, Hayes, Keegan, McCarthy, O'Byrne 

and Shannon (14). 

Against:- Oolonel Gibbon, Colonel Quin, Messrs Brennan, Colloton, 

DtArcy, Mayler, Murphy, Roche, Smyth, Walsh and the Chairman (11). 

The Chairman declared the motion carried. 

Mr. Corish said he would like to have an expression of 

opinion by the members as to what they thought of the increments 

generally. As he had said he was prepared to modify the increment~ 

figures. Increments were a sort of stimulus in an office like the 

Council's that people could look forward to. 

Mr. Cummins said that having regard to the fact that Mr. 

Corish said he intended to modify the increments himself he would 

propose that the matter should be adjourned to next meeting. 

Colonel Quin seconded. 

Mr. Corish - I am not going to agree to that. It is quite easy 
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to do it here. He would agree to the adjournment if the 

Council expressed itself in favour of increments, otherwise 

he would not. 

884 

The Chairman thought it was plain the majority of the 

Council favoured increments as they had increased three salaries. 

Mr. Corish - But those are not increments. Increments are 

entirely different things. The reason put forward for the 

proposition was that I should modify my figures, but if I am 

going to do that, I have the right to know whether ·the Council 

agree to the principle of increments or not. 

Colonel Quin - I think Mr. Corish wants to bind us. Mr. 

Corish - I am not wanting to bind you. I move,as an amendment 

to Mr. Cummins' motion, that the Council expresses itself to be 

in favour of the system of increments. 

Mr. Gaul seconded. 

The Chairman said that Mr. Cummins' motion would give Mr. 

Corish as good an opportunity and the members would have the 

figures before them next day, and could more properly make up 

their minds as to whether . the cases deserved increments or not. 

A poll on Mr. Corish's proposition that the Council should 

express itself in favour of the principle of increments,and 

that figures be submitted that day month, resulted as follows:­

For:- Miss O'Ryan, Messrs Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, 

Corish, Gaul, Hayes, Keegan, McCarthy, O'Byrne and Shannon (12). 

Against:- Colonel Gibbon, Colonel Quin, Messrs Brennan, Colloton, 

Cummins, D'Arcy, Hall, Mayler, Murphy, Roche, Smyth, Walsh and 

the Chairman (13). 

Mr. Corish's motion was declared lost, and the matter waS 

adjourned in accordance with Mr. Cummins' proposition, Mr. Corish 

giving notice of motion to have the question of increments consider­

ed at next meeting and to supply the figures which he proposes as 

increments which are to be furnished to the members of the Council 

prior to next meeting. 
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LOAn FOR GOREY SEWERAGE SYSTEM - MOTION TO RESCIND 

The following motion,of which he had given previous 

notice, stood in the name of Mr. D'Arcy:-

"That the resolution of the County Council adopted at 

meeting of 11th November,1929, consenting to the borrowing by 

County Wexford Board of Health and Public Assistantiof £2600 

for the purpose of defraying the expenses of the installation 

of a sewerage system in the town of Gorey be rescinded". 

Under date 7th December,1929, the Town Clerk, Gorey, 

forwarded copy of resolution of Gorey Town Commissioners adopted 

at their meeting on 3rd December thanking the County Council for 

their action in passing the proposed sewerage scheme for Gorey 

expecially Colonel Quin and Mr. Hall, the re~esentatives for 

Gorey area on the Health Board,for their continued support of 

the scheme during the preliminary discussions. 

Mr. D'Arcy proposing his motion stated that at a meeting 

of the Gorey Farmers' Executive held on the previous Saturday it 

was unanimously decided to ask the County Council to postpone 

the matter for twelve months. There were many reasons for asking 

that to be done. There was evidently going to be an increase in 

the rates and there was a possibility that in the near future 

such sebemes would become county-at-Iarge charges. He understood 

that if the sewerage ' scheme was carried out the County Health 

Board would compel the owners of houses to put their sewerage 

into proper order and connect with the system. That would be a 

serious state of affairs. It might be urged that the scheme WaS 

essential. He believe~t was not essential.- he believed it 

was necessary. He did nQt believe any greater necessity existed 
: 

for the scheme than years ago. Different arguments might be 

advanced by medical opinion. It might be argued in support of 

the scheme that there had been diP)heria in Gorey, and the out­

brea,k was due to the lack of a sewerage system. They, however, 

had diphtheria in all parts of the country and J.'n the towns, where 
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there were sewerage and water schemes. Such an argument was, 

therefore, not a fair one, and he accordingly moved the 

adjournment of the matter. 

Mr. Brennan seconded. 

Colonel Quin stated he was entirely in favour of the 

scheme. He understood that only a week or ten days previously 

a child had died from diphtheria. They should think of the 

women and children in connection with this matter. The sewerage 

scheme was, in his opinion, an absolute necessity. It had been 

discussed for nearly three years and they had been told it waS 

an absolute necessity. Sanitation was one of the most important 

things in the lives of the people. Thousands of soldiers had 

died through lack of sanitation, and millions of lives were 

saved in Japan when it was introduced. It might be very well 

to say there was diphtheria in the best places from the 

sanitation point of view, but it would be a jolly sight worse if 

there were no sewerage systems in those places. He knew from 

his experience looking after big military camps of the serious 

consequences which arose from a lack of proper sanitation. He 

did not see how that would be such a terrible thing for the 

owners of houses in Gorey to have to connect their premises with 

the system, which would be a first-class proposition for them. 

Mr.J. Hall, as the proposer of the motion that the borrowing 

powers be granted, said he concurred with Colonel Quin's remakks. 

He believed from his knowledge of Gorey that there was not a town 

in the South of Ireland which required a sewerage system as 

badly. In the existing filthy state of the yards he was 

surprised there was not more sickness in the town. A saving of 

£1,700 had been made by the installation of a water supply 

which would be available for the sewerage scheme. That saving 

was due to the supervision exercised by Messrs Flood and Dunbar, 

engineers, and by the daily personal attendance of Mr. O'Byrne, 

M. C.C., during the work I 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



( 

- --,.~ ....... _- - ....--~ --..--.-. ..... ~ 
If') . 887 

Mr. O'Byrne stated he was much surprised at Mr. D'Arcy's 

motion. It was nearly four years ago since the principal people 

of Gorey, the clergy of all denominations and the doctors 

considered a scheme and its necessity for the improvement of the 

water supply and sewerage of the town. A deputation was sent 

from Gorey, which included representatives on the County Council 

and the clergy, who submitted the matter before the Minister for 

Local Government. A certain grant was obtained for the execution 

of a certain amount of work. A sewer was laid and a septic tank 

was built. It was decided that the tank should be built 

large to deal with the sewerage of the whole town in the hope that 

at a future date a general sewerage scheme would be carried out. 

The water supply Was installed and the septic tank, which was 

intended to deal with a general sewerage scheme, would be almost 

uselBss unless that scheme was executed. Having mentioned that 

there had been a fatal case of diphtheria, Mr. O'Byrne said that 

there were other cases in the district hospital. He did not think 

the Council should hold up the proposal of the County Health Board 

who were the public health authority for the county to provide the 

sewerage scheme. He appealed to the Council not to interrupt the 

work which had gone so far and so successfully. 

Mr. Keegan said the scheme was overdue for a great number 

of years. Some years ago he saw some of the existing sewers opened 

and they were choke full at the time. Five of the seven members 

of the County Council from Gorey area voted for the sewerage scheme 

because they considered it was necessary. The medical-officer fior 

the town, who was primarily responsible for the health of the town, 

waS in favour of the scheme and was to have been in attendance at 

that day's meeting, but wired to him that he could not attend. 

Mr. M. Smyth stated that at the previous meeting the Chairman 

stated there had been no objection to the scheme. He (Mr. Smyth) 

then stated there was a big objection in the rural area. 

Chairman - We heard no objection until it came here. I was 
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not saying there was no objection. 

Mr. Smyth - I thought you might have been misled. 

Chairman ~ I am open to conviction still on the matter. 

Mr. Smyth - The people of the rural area have asked me not 

to support it, and we have asked to have it adjourned. It had 

been said there might be a change in legislation, but if the 

£2,600 proposed to be borrowed were placed on the Gorey area it 

would be equivalent to £1~,000 or £12,000 on the whole county. 

Chairman - There has been an argument put forward here that 

prominent people in the town and clergy had favoured the scheme, 

but I say they have no power to call for legislation for the 

whole Gorey union area. It might be all right for the town, but 

I think the people of the Gorey union area, who have to pay the 

piper, are just as entitled in their opposition. 

Mr. Hall stated, that he was a resident in the union area of 

Gorey and no objection to the scheme wa~laced before him. 

Mr. DtArcy - You did l nt come to the meeting on Saturday 

when invited. 

Mr. Hall - There were many more besides me not there. 

The Chairman stated when the matter came before the County 

Health Board he was very often in the chair, and as they knew 

the rural area would have to pay he asked frequently if there were 

any objection , raised to the scheme, and over and over they were 

told there was no objection. He was sorry that the objection of 

Messrs DIArcy and Smyth Was not put forward at the proper time. 

It should not be taken that the County Health Board saddled the 

scheme on Gorey rural area or town, thinking neither did not want 

it. When Mr. Hall gave notice of motion, a kind of eleventh-hour 

objection was raised. If that objection were substantial enough 

to rebut the decision of the Health Board he was quite prepared 

to entirely change his views. He did not want to tax the urban 

and rural areas if they did not want the scheme. 

Mr. Gaul, as a member of the Health Board, stated he was in 

favour of the scheme. 
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Oolonel Gibbon stated that at the previous meeting he 

asked if public notice had been given in the Press inviting 

people opposed to the scheme to send in their objections. As 

he was told that nothing of the nature had been done, as was 

done in the case of the Clonroche water supply scheme, he voted 

against the scheme, and he would continue to vote against it 

and against any other scheme until he was assured that the people 

on whom the charge would be levied were in favour of it. It was 

not really the little townland of Gorey which would have to pay 

for the scheme but the whole district. 

Mr. Keegan challenged Messrs DtArcy and Smyth to name any 

one of their class who were opposing the scheme. 

Mr. DtArcy - you are dreaming. 

Mr. Keegan - Mention a single name beyond your own two. 

Mr. D'Arcy - You are dreaming; we had a meeting on Saturday. 

There were eight or ten farmers present who were unanimous. 

Mr. Keegan - Name a man with the two of you. 

Mr. D'Arcy referred to the meeting on Saturday in Gorey as 

being one representative of farmers. 

Mr. Keegan - You are only a convert to the Farmers' Union. 

Mr. Corish - Were there many people from Gorey town invited 

to the meeting 1. 

Mr. D'Arcy - It was a Farmers' Union meeting. 

Mr. Corish - Will the Gorey townspeople ray nothing towards 

the scheme. 

Mr. Smyth protested against Mr. Keegan insinuating that no 

one objected. to the scheme but Mr. D'Arcy and he. 

Mr. DtArcy - That's an absurdity. 

Mr. Keegan stated he did not want to insinuate anything 

shady about Messrs Smyth or D'Arcy. 

A poll was taken and there voted for the motion:- Messrs 

Brennan, Colloton, D'Arcy, Mayler, Murphy, Roche, Smyth, Colonel 

Gibbon and the Chairman (9). 
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Against:- Messrs Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, Corish, 

Cummins, Gaul, Hall, Hayes, Keegan, McCarthy, O'Byrne, Shannon, 

Walsh, Colonel Quin and Miss N. O'Ryan (16). 

The motion was declared lost. 

LOAN FOR CLONROCHE WATER SUPPLY - MOTION TO RESCIND 
-------------------------------------------------

The following motion of which he had given previous notice 

was moved by Mr. Brennan:-

"That the resolution of the County Council adopted on 

the 11th November,1929, consenting to the borrowing by the Co. 

Wexford Board of Health and Public Assistantiof £1000 for the 

purpose of defraying the expenses of the installation of a 

water supply in the village of Clonroche be rescinded." 

Joseph Williams, Forrestallstown, Clonroche, wrote that 

he had had a notification from the Health Board some time ago 

asking his observations on the proposed water supply. Had he 

known that the notification was not sent to each ratepayer he 

would have called a meeting of all concerned in the dispensary 

district. It would be most unfair to voice an opinion under 

the circumstances. As a ratepayer he was opposed to the scheme. 

Mr. Brennan said he moved the rescinding of the resolution 

as the ratepayers of the district had come to him and asked him 

that the rate for the water supply should not be launched on the 

district owing to the present high rates. They did not think 

it necessary to have the water scheme in the district at all. They 

were in favour of having it for the school, but not for the 

village. He had with him seventy or eighty names signed to 

a document demanding that the scheme should not go through. 

There had been a charge made behind his back to the effect that 

he went around the lacality and got the memorial signed. He did 

not, and never stirred out of his own place. 

Mr. Gaul - Who made the charge 1. 

Mr. DtArcy - It was anonymous. 
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Mr. Brennan - I believe there is a deputation outside and I 

would be very glad they would come in, if they are going to 

make the charge. 

Mr. D'Arcy seconded Mr. Brennan's proposition, and 

remarked that there was very strong opposition to the scheme. 

Mr. Hall said it was he who gave notice of motion to 

have the money borrowed for this water supply. The Health 

Board had called on the managers of the schools in the county 

to have them put into a sanitary condition. In Clonroche there 

were two or three schools which had no water within half a 

mile. He knew for a fact of children to go to water inside 

a ditch and drink it, and also go to a tub inside a gate. It 

was the people of Clonroche and the immediate district that 

asked the Health Board to instal the supply. It was not the 

members of the Board that brought the matter up at all. There 

waS a memorial signed by the people in the village and all the 

ratepayers, large and small in the vicinity asking for a water 

supply in Clonroche. He believed that Mr. Brennan had a lot 

of names, but they were not from the vicinity of Clonroche. 

In reply to the Chairman, Mr. Hall said that the people 

whaae names Mr. Brennan had were in the paying area, but they 

had all got public pumps of their own which the people in the 

village of Clonroche were paying their share for. 

With reference to the list of names handed in by Mr. 

Brennan, the Chairman remarked that it seemed to be a copy of 

signatures. 

Mr. Brennan - It is a copy of signatures. 

Mr. Shannon - Are you able to produce the original 

signatures. 

Mr. Brennan t- I am. 

Mr. Shannon said it was nothing new to know that the 

scheme was passed by the Health Board. The estimated cost 

was £1',000 with a twenty-five years 1 repayment of loan. The 

first year it would cost I.3d in the £. 
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Chairman - I don't think you are right. I think it is 1.03d. 

Mr •. Shannon - It is shown that the charge on the rates will 

fall below ld in the £ later. There is a new . school with one 

hundred children, and there are five families over half a mile 

from water. That is a deplorable state of affairs. A pump would 

not be suitable as it would not supply the W.Cs' in the school. 

The better off people in the district . had guaranteed to pay £20 

per annum in addition to their subscription to the rate until the 

loan was paid off. The Board of Health before proceeding with the 

work advertised the full facts in the newspapers but not a single 

objection was received at the time. The principal objectors came 

from five districts which already had water supplies, one of which 

cost £80, another £110, another £130, another£f', another £200, 

and another £330 of which amounts Clonroche paid its portion and 

did not grumble about it. He had four or five names of people -

and except the Council insisted on him giving the names he would 

not mention them - who signed the objection to the scheme under 

a misapprehension. Continuing Mr. Shannon said there is what I 

would call a 3/6d stunt in the £ launched on the ratepayers by those 

who looked for objectors and naturally I don't at all blame the 

people who signed the objection when they thought they would have 

to pay 3/6d in the £. 

Chairman - Was it 3s 

£ per year 1. 

6d in the £ of a total, or 3s:6d in the 

Mr. Shannon'- Of course, if you wanted to make a case you 

would lead the people to believe they were going to pay 3s:6d per 

year and they would not think of asking whether it was for a 

number of years or one year. 

Mr. Corish submitted that the memorial produced by Mr.Brennan 

was not a memorial at all. It was signed by one writer and was not 

worth the paper on which it was written. 

Mr. Brennan - I can produce the original signatures. 

Mr. Cooney said they had at the Health Board representations 

about the inadequate water supply and a letter from the manager 
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of the school asking for a water supply for school purposes. 

{ A sewerage system had been put down in Clonroche some time ago 

at a big cost to the country, and it was no practical use without 

a water supply. They had respectable residents in the village, 

in addition to their share of rate, paying so much per head for 

the upkeep of the scheme, and it was an outlandish statement 

for Mr. Brennan or anyone else to stampede the people with the 

statement that it was going to cost 3/6d in the £. 

The Chairman said that taking the whole amount over the 
~ 

25 years might be possibly in the vicinity of 3/6d in the £ on 
~ 

the ratepayers for the 25 years, and it could be argued by Mr. 

Brennan or Mr. Anybody that it was going to cost the ratepayers 

3/- in the £ •• 

Mr. Corish - aow could it, even over the whole period 1. 

Chairman - Well, it would practically be 3/- in the £. 

Mr. Corish - On an average of ld in the £ ' per year it would 

only be 2/- and the average is less than ld. 

Mr. Gaul suggested that the ratepayers had ample time in 

which to send their objections to the Health Board. 

Chairman - It was one of those things with regard to which 

they got ample opportunity to object. I admit that we did every­

thing .possible to notify the people that the charge was to be 

made. 

Colonel Quin said that as far as he could remember it waS 

the people of Clonroche approached the Health Board, and the 

matter was not brought up by any particular member. They got a 

large memorial and he thought all the important ratepayers and 

doctors and priests and other persons were in favour of the 

scheme. He certainly thought the board was led to believe that 

the scheme was wante~nanimOUSlY. 
Mr. Murphy said he agreed with Colonel Quin, but after all 

if people went to Mr. Brennan he Was quite right in his action 
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in the matter. A lot of people would go to another man to 

fight their case, but would not come into the open to do it 

themselves, and he did not think there was anything wrong 

with what Mr. Brennan did. 

894 

Mr. Cummins said he did not think there was any matter 

that came before the Council that got greater consideration 

tha1\the Clonroche scheme. He did not rise to criticise Mr. 

Brennan, but the resolution had been passed by the Health Board, 

which was constituted to look after the health of the people. 

It was the ~oard's duties to look for the welfare and the health 

of the people. The scheme was to cost something over ld in the 

£. The majority of the ratepayers in the district had a valuation 

of £12, and the cost to them would be ls:6d. He held it was 

ridiculous that the Council should be losing their time over the 

matter, which was passed by the Health Board. There was not a 

man in the county more careful of the ratepayers' money that\the 

very man that brought forward the motion - Mr. Hall. He asked 

the Council to pass the resolution for the scheme. 

Mr. Keegan suggested that the list of names that Mr.Brennan 

had should be handed over to the Press in fairness to Mr.Brennan, 

and to the people concerned. If the Press did not take the list 

the Council should pay for its publication. 

Mr. Brennan - They are going to the Press. They are 

going into print. 

In connection with the matter the following deputation came 

before the Council:- Messrs Gerald Flood, J. J. Sinnott and 

Michael Browne. 

Mr. Sinnott said that the deputation was in favour of 

the scheme. One thing they wished to say was that the people 

that signed aga~nst the scheme signed because they were canvassed, 

and told it was a matter of 3/6d in the £. They had the names 

of people there that signed because they were led to believe the 

charge would be 3/6d in the £1 each year. 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



Mr. Flood said that Fr. Kehoe, Parish priest, had the 

services of three · water diviners - one being the late Most 

Rev. Dr. Cleary, Bishop of Auckland, who died so recently, and 

it was found impossible to produre water unless at a very great 

depth, and with the aid of a ram. By not bringing the water 

supply to the village,and dealing with the schools onlY,they 

would save about a fourth of the cost. 

Mr. Brennan pointed out that he was not rated in the area 

and was not personally affected in any way. Some people said he 

went round and got the memorial signed himself but this was not 

the case. 

The Chairman said no blame could be attached to Mr. Brennan 

in the matter. He only did his duty to his constituents in 

bringing the matter forward. 

After further discussion a poll was taken with the following 

result:-

For the motion:- Messrs Brennan, D'Arcy, Gibbon and Smyth (4) 

Against:- Messrs Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, Corish, Colloton, 

Cummins, Gaul, Hall, Hayes, Keegan, Mayler, McCarthy, Murphy, o 'Byrne, 

o 'Ryan, ~in, Roche, Shannon and Walsh (20). 

The Chairman, who did not vote, declared the motion lost. 

APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER OF CO. COMMITTEE OF AGRICULTURE 
AND TECHNICAL INSTRUCTION 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Colonel Quin, seconded by Mr. Murphy:- "That, as recommended by 

the County Committee of Agriculture & Technical Instruction, Mr. 

Patrick OIHanlon, Arklow, Wellingtonbridge, be appointed a member 

of Co. Committee of Agriculture & Technical Instruction,vice Mr. 

John J. OIByrne,deceased. 

WATER SUPPLY AT BALLINDONEY 

Sealed Order (No.P.H.74463/1929), under date 15th November, 

1929, was received from Local Government Department fixing the 

area of charge for Ballindoney Water Supply as the New Ross 

Dispensary District. 
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ASSISTANT SURVEYOR R. J. ENNIS, ACTING AS TOWN SURVEYOR, 
ENNISCORTHY URBAN DISTRICT 

--------------------------------------------
The following, under date 19th November,1929, (R/RS/32) 

was read from the Department of Local Government:-

"I am directed by the Minister for Local Government and 

Public Health to acknowledge rec~ipt of your letter of the 14th 

instant and to state that having regard to the circumstances he 

would raise no objection to ,the Assistant County Surveyor for 

Enniscorthy District acting as Town Surveyor to the Enniscorthy 

Urban District CounCil, if selected by the Local ApPointment 

Commissioners~ 

Mr. Corish said he would certainly object to Mr. Ennis 

taking up a permanent job outside of his ordinary work. He 

thought Mr. Ennis had quite enough to do in his own area. 

Mr. Cooney said he also objected to double jobs. 

The Chairman said that no one opposed the granting of the 

permission more *trongly than he did, but according to the letter 

Mr. Ennis would have to go before the Appointments Commissioners, 

and probably he would not be appointed at all. 

Mr. McCarthy - It is only a part-time job. 

Mr. D1Arcy - A man could live on it as a part-time job 

just the same. 

Chairman - My opinion the last day was that our surveyors 

had whole-time jobs. 

Mr. Cooney gave notice that he would move at the next meeting 

that the resolution of the Council agreeing to the services of 

Mr. Ennis being placed at the disposal of Enniscorthy Urban Council 

be rescinded. 

SUPERANNUATION OF MR. JOHN J. FANNING 
-----------------------------------

Under date 21st November,1929, the Department of Local 

Government (G.76982/29(le)Loch Garman) forwarded copy of Order, 

under seal, consenting to the granting of a superannuation 

allowance of £96: 14: 9d per annum to Mr. John J.Fanning, late 
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&/ 
clerk in Oounty Council Offices 

CORONERS' DISTRICTS 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. O'Byrne, seconded by Mr. Shannon:-

"That in accordance with the provisions of Section 3 

of the Coroners (Ireland) Act 1849 and Section 14(2) of the 

Local Government (Ireland) Act 1898 we hereby fix the Districts 

for County Coroners as follows:-

North Wexford:-

All the District Electoral Divisions in the old Rural 

District of Enniscorthy as follows:­

Enniscorthy Rural 
Ballindaggin 
Castledockrill 
Killoughrim 
Kilrush 
Marshalstown 
Moyacomb 
Newtownbarry 
Rossard 
St. Mary's 
Tombrack 
Ballycarney 
Ballymore 
Ferns 
The Harrow 
Kilbora 
Kilcormick 
Tinnacross 
Castleboro 
Clonroche 
Killanne 
Kiltealy 
Ballyhogue 
Bree 
The Leap 
Ballyhuskard 
Edermine 
Kilmallock 
Ballyvaldon 
Bolaboy 
Castle Ellis 
Castle Talbot 
with the town of 
Enniscorthy. 

All the District Electoral Divisions in the Old Rural 

District of Gorey as follows:­

Ballylarkin 
Ballynestragh 
Coolgreaney 
Kilgorman ll 
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Gorey Continued:-

South Wexford 

Limerick 
Wingfield 
Ballybeg 
Ballyellis 
Balloughter 
Huntingtown 
Kilcomb 
Monaseed 
Rossminogue 
Ardamine 
Ballycanew 
Courtown 
Gorey Urban 
Gorey Rural 
Kilnahue 
Ballygarrett 
Cahore 
Ford 
Killenagh 
Xillincooley 
Monamolin 
Wells. 

All the District Electoral Divisions in the old Rural 

District of New Ross as follows:-

Ballyanne 
Baraack Village 
Clonleigh 
New Ross Rural 
Old Ross 
Templeudigan 
Whitemoor 
Carnagh 
Kilmokea 
Oldcourt 
Rochestown 
Whitechurch 
Adamstown 
Barronstown 
Carrigbyrne 
Horetown 
Xilgarvan 
Clongeen 
Dunmain 
Inch 
Newbawn 
Tintern 
Ballyhack 
Fethard 
Xillesk 
Rathroe 
Templetown. 

All the District Electoral Divisions in the old Rural 
District of Wexford as follows:-

Aughwilliam 
Carrick 
Forth 
Rathaspeck 
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Wexford Continued:-

Taghmon 
Wexford Rural 
Ardoavan 
Ardoolm 
Artramont 
Glynn 
Kilbride 
Killurin 
Kilpatriok 
Whiteohuroh 
Ballymitty 
Bannow 
Dunoormaok 
Harpurstown 
Harristown 
Kiloowan 
Killag 
Bridgetown 
Kilmore 

, Mayglass 
Newoastle 
Taoumshane 
Tomhaggard 
Drinagh 
Killiniok 
Kilsooran 
Lady's Island 
Rosslare 
St. Helen's with the 
Urban Distriots of 
New Ross and Wexford. 

APPOINTMENT OF VETERINARY INSPECTOR ENNISCORTHY 
DISTRICT 

--------------------------------------
Under date 20th November,l929, the Looal Appointments 

Commission wrote (L.A.15/6/29) that in oomplianoe with the 

statutory request reoeived from the Wexford County Counoil . 

they reoommended the apPointment of Mr. Frederiok S. Ringwood, 

Abbey Cottage, Ennisoorthy, as Veterinary Inspeotor under the 

Diseases of Animals Aots and Bovine Tuberculosis Order for 

Ennisoorthy Distriot. (The qualifioations of Mr. Ringwood were 

set out in letter). 

Under date 25th November,1929, the Department of Agrioulture 

wrote (L.3755-29) that they had reoeived an intimation from the 

Looal Appointments Commissioners to the effeot that Mr. Frederiok 

S. Ringwood, M.R.C.V.S., Abbey Cottage, Ennisoorthy, had been 

reoommended by them to the Wexford County Counoil for appointment 

sf as Veterinary Inspeotor for duties under the Diseases of 
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Animals Acts (including duties under the Bovine Tuberculosis 

Order) in the Enniscorthy District. The Department asked to 

be informed,in due course, as to the action taken by the Oounty 

Oouncil and as to the date on which Mr. Ringwood took up duty. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Oolonel Gibbon, seconded by Oolonel Quin:-

"That Mr. Frederick S. Ringwood, M.R.O.V.S., Abbey 

Oottage, Enniscorthy, be appointed Veterinary Inspector for 

old Rural District area of Enniscorthy and Enniscorthy Urban 

under Diseases of Animals Acts at a salary of £75 per annum 

for ordinary work under these Acts (including the inspection 

of the fairs of his district) and at a salary of £25 per annum 

for work in same districts in connection with Bovine Tuberculosis 

Order, appointment to be determined by a month's notice in 

writing on either side. 

'This appointment is conditional on Mr. Ringwood making 

declaration provided by section 71 of Local Government Act 1925". 

ST. HELEl~ t S HARBOUR 

The following, under date 9th November,1929, (D/14/l5) 

was read from the Department of La.nds & Fisheries:-

If I am directed by the Minister for Lands & Fisheries to 

acknowledge the receipt of your ietter of the 6th instant, and 

to state that application should be made to the Oommissioners 

of Public Works in regard to the report on St. Helen's Harbour 

furnished to the Oommissioners by their Engineer, Mr. McNeill. 

'The Department understands that in order to make an 

effective job the shelter wall or pier should be 12 feet in 

height above the level of the foundation of the old pier on 

which the new work should be constructed, and it should have a 

width of five or six feet at the top. The estimated cost of 

this work would be:-
Oonstruction of pier 
Removal of rubble from 
the creek and entrance 

TOTAL -

£1,200 
640 

£1,840 
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IIf the fishermen would do the carting of the rubble free 

and if the County Surveyor would be prepared to take surplus 

stones for road work, £400 or £500 .might b,saved but in all 

the circumstances it is estimated that the necessary work 

could not be completed for less than £1,200'" 

The Chairman said he thought they had voted £200 in 

the case of St. Helenls Harbour, and they expected something 

similar or, perhaps, two-thirds of the total amount from the 

Department, but now they came along and more than doubled the 

amount. He thought they should write to the Minister and tell 

him the County Surveyor considered the work could be done for 

much less. 

The County Surveyor said he guaranteed to do the work for 

the figure they had put in if the Council were allowed to do it 

themselves. 

Mr. Corish asked if, in the event of the work costing £600, 

the Council would be prepared to contribute another £100 to get 

the work done. 

Chairman - I donlt know. I am not going to sp,ak for the 

Council at all. I think we did all we could in the matter, and 

I would like to do all we could, as the work is necessary. 

It was decided to inform the Minister of the Oounty Surveyor'( 

statement with regard to the work. 

COURTOWN HARBOUR STORM DAMAGE 
----------------------------

The following, under date 7th December,1929, was read from 

the County Surveyor:-

"On Thursday last, 5th instant, it was reported to me that 

there was a large breach in the protection works, carried out 

some time ago at Courtown between inner basin and the open sea. 

On Thursday afternoon~ in company with Mr. Treanor and the harbour 

master I made as full an inspection as possible in view of the 

high tide and the waves at the time. A length of the concrete 
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retaining wall and bank behind has been carried away, but, 

owing to the protective effect of the heavy concrete blocks 

on the shore, the damage is not as considerable as would other­

wise have taken place. The portion of the fallen wall, which 

is in large slabs and blocks, is such as to assist in protecting 

the bank temporarily, but it will be necessary, when the weather 

permits, to carry out ex~nsive repairs. I observed the action 

of the .large blocks myself in protecting the shore, and I am 

thoroughly satisfied that this system is effective. In some 

places, which are endangered, I recommend that some further 

blocks be placed later on, and at the beach itself a wall must 

'be built and some extra heavy blocks placed on the foreshore 

in front. The north end of the protected shore beyond the stone 

bridge over the river has not been in any way injured, and the 

concrete blocks here have been quite sufficient. I estimate for 

restoring the wall and bank and placing a number of extra large 

blocks on the foreshore the cost will be in or about £450, and 

I shall bring forward this item when dealing with the Public 

Works' estimate." 

In reply to a query, the Oounty Surveyor said the original 

work at the place cost £3,000, of which the Department put up 

£2,000 and the Oouncil £1,000. He thought they should try to 

get a portion of the money now required or all if possible. They 

would have to expend the money as soon as possible to guard 

against further damage. He had been afraid that with the high 

tide on Thursday night of last week, if there had been a high 

sea, the damage might have gone further, but he had not heard 

that there had been further damage. 

Oolonel Quin proposed that they should apply for the full ,... 
amount required for the work. 

Mr. OIByrne seconded the resolution which was adopted without 

dissent. 
KILMORE HARBOUR DREDGING 

Under date 16th November,1929, the Office of Public Works, 
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wrote (21713/29) regretting they could not comply with the · 

request of the Council that their Engineer, Mr. McNeill, should 

attend at the meeting of County Councillors at Kilmore in 

connection with recent dredging operations there. 

Mr. Corish suggested that the Council's request had been 

dismissed in a very peculiar manner. He did not think the 

Council should submit to that kind of treatment, and he proposed 

that they should again ask that he be sent down. He (Mr. Corish) 

believed there had been a terrible waste of money in Kilmore. 

Mr. Corish's proposition was seconded by Mr. Roche and 

passed. 

CLOSING WEXFORD-FERRYCARRIG ROAD 
-------------------------------

Sealed Order, under date 4th December, 1929, (IR/I07/1/l929) 

extending the period, for allowing above road to remain closed 

wh~le under reconstruction, to the 1st February,1930, was 

received from the Local Government Department (Roads). 

CONTINGENCIES FUND 

The following,under date 6th December,1929, was submitted 

from County SUrveyor:-

II submit list of my recommendations for allocation to 

Roads and Public Works as follows:-

Road No. Main Roads 

1 £35 
2 £30 

44 £45 
24 £40 
23 £15 
2~ £20 

£20 
j6 . £20 
22 £30 
12 £10 
16 £10 
17 £10 
31 £20 
33 £40 
72 £30 
32 £20 

£395 

Section 

1 
• ~ • 

15 
• 5 • 

14 
• 11 • 
• 18 • 
• 22 • 
• 28 • 
• 43 • 
• 

~ • 

· 41 • 

County Roads 

£10 
£10 
£10 
£10 
£10 
£10 
£10 
£10 
£10 
£30 
£20 
£10 
£10 
£10 

£170 
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PUBLIC WORKS 

- County Buildings 
Courthouses General 
Enniscorthy Courthouse 
Gorey Courthouse 
Wexford Bridge 
Deeps Bridge 

£50 
£70 
£10 
£15 
£30 
£15 £190 • 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. O'Byrne, seconded by Mr. Shannon:-

90-4 

"That allocations from Contingencies Funds as per 

requisition of County Surveyor, under date 6th December,1929, 

be and are her eby agreed to." 

The County Surveyor said the amount in the Contingency 

Fund (Main Roads) Was £642 and allowing for allocation of that 

day it would stand at £247. The amount in the County Contingency 

Fund was £355 and allowing for allocations that day it would stand 

at £185. The Public Works Contingency Fund had a substantial 

balance. 
DUNCANNON PIER - INJURY TO 
-------------------------

The following report was submitted from Mr. Kehoe, Assistant 

Surveyor, under date 21st November,1929:-

"I beg to report that a vessel laden with pit wood and 

moored at Duncannon Quay pulled a bolt up out of the Pier and 

loosened another in a storm on Friday night last. There's no 

other damage done and two bags of cement would repair the damage. 

'I enclose a letter from the Harbour Master by which YGU 

will see the names of the owners of the vessel". 

The County Surveyor stated that the vessel concerned was 

the "Pasfica" owned by Messrs Kearn and Tyrrell of Arklow. 

It was decided tbat Mr. Elgee, SoliCitor, demand cost of 

repairing damage as per estimate of County Surveyor from Messrs 

Kearn and Tyrrell. 

POUlID AT SALTMILLS 

Under date 21st Hovember,l929, the following report was 

read from Yr- Kehoe, Assistant Surveyor:-
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90 5 

"In accordance with instructions I visited Mr. William 

Costello of Saltmills in connection with repairs carried out 

by him to the Pound at Saltmills. 

'He pointed out to me some small repairs to the coping 

' of the wall surrounding the pound, and also the cleaning out 

of the place, which he said hadn't been done for the past 

twenty years. 

'If he is entitled to get anything from the Council I 

think £2 (two pounds stg.) should. satisfy his claim.'" 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. o 'Byrne, seconded by Mr. Hall:- "That a sum of £2 be 

paid William Costello, Saltmills, for repairs carried out by 

him at Pound Saltmills." 

POUND AT ARTHURS TOWN 

Under date 5th November,1929, requisition was read from 

the District Justice, Mr. J. V. Fahy, authorising the establish­

ment of a Pound at Arthurstown on the lands of Mr. William 

Murphy and appointing the said William Murphy keeper thereof. 

It was decided, on the motion of Mr. Murphy, seconded by 

Mr. Colfer, that the County Surveyor report to next meeting of 

Roads' Committee in connection with this application. 

CAPITATION GRANT ~rTAL HOSPITALS 

The following resolution, submitted by County Mental 

Hospital Committee, was approved on the motion of Mr. D'Arcy, 

seconded by Mr. Brennan:-

"That this Committee desires to bring under the notice of 

the Minister of Local Government and local T.D. the inadequacy 

of the Government Gr~~t in aid of maintenance of patients which 

for the year ended 31st March las~s certified as less than 

25 per cent of the net cost of maintenance. That im is the 

opinion of this Committee that a sum equal to 50 per cent of the 

net cost of maintenance should be refunded as such was the relief 
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originally given to the ratepayers." 

NEW ROSS COURTHOUSE 

Mr. Cooney gave notice of motion that he would move 

at next meeting of the County Council that electric light 

be installed in caretaker's premises of New Ross Courthouse. 

MANUAL INSTRUCTION PREMISES - GOREY TECHNICAL SCHOOL 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr. 

McCarthy, seconded by Colonel Quin:-

"That the seal of the County Council be affixed to the 

agreement between the County Council and Mrs Byrne, the Avenue, 

Gorey, in respect of the letting of premises at the Avenue Gorey 

at a sum of 8/- per week, tenancy to commence on 20th August,1929, 

and to be determinable by a week's notice in writing at either 
, 

side. 

DEFAULTING LAND COMMISSION AN1mITANTS 

Lists giving the names etc., of various defaulting Land 

Commission annuitants were submitted. The total amount involved 

was £15,947: 7: 8d. 

MiSS OtRyan stated that she and Mr. Cummins had gone into 

the names on the lists on which appeared certain ones of people 

who were well able to pay their annuities and it was not fair 

that the County should have to bear the liability. 

Mr. Corish suggested that a Committee should be appointed 

to examine the lists. 

KiSS OtRyan concurred and said the names of some of the 

biggest farmers in South Wexford appeared on the lists. She was 

not referring to people who were not ~ble to pay. 

It was decided that the Finance Committee exami ne lists 

. • at their next meeting. 

The remainder of the business was adjourned. 
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CERTIFICATE OF SECRETARY 
-----------------------

I certify the foregoing to be a correct record 

of the Minutes of Proceedings of Wexford County Council 

in respect of meeting held on 9th December,1929· 

Secletary Wexford Co. Council. 

Dated this 13th day of Decenber,1929 • 

• 
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