
£71 

I~XFORD COUNTY COUNCIL. 

.L!.TIl~G H.b..LD 3£iD IbC4...B~. 1920 • 

klNUTES. 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 
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The monthly meeting of the Wexford county Council was 

held in County Council Ch~Dber, 7exford on 3rd December , 1928. 
j 

Present :- essrs.J. Armstrong, J. Brennan, J . Cl ince, 

P. Colfer, T. Cooney , R. Corish, J. Culleton, J. Cwrr.ins , 

T.F . D' Arcy , J. Doran, J. Gaul, Colonel C . ~,- . Gibbon, James Hall , 

.ichael Jordan, ,Hlliam P. Keegan, Thomas ~,:ayler, Thomas I!.cCarthy , 

John Murphy, Sean O'Byrne, Miss Nellie 0 'PY ,Col .L .P. QUin, 

.. . Roche , James Shannon, yles smyth and James E. 1Valsh. 

The Secretary , the Assistant Secretary, the County Surveyor 

and ,iT . Elgee, Sol ici tor, were alsO in at tendance . 

On the motion of Colonel Gibbon, seconded by Colonel ~uin, 

the chai:zf as taken by .lVa. :\~cCartl1y . 

The ~inute 8 of last meeting were read and si@1ed. 

, • Do:i le (Chairman) then attended and :9resided ~or the 

rest of the meeting . 

The Late Rev.R. FitZhenry . P.~ • 
. 1 

On the motion of T. o 'Byrne, seconded by Colonel Quin, the 

folloring letter)under date 2btn November, 1928 ) as ardered to 

be inserted on the inute~f meetin~ : -

I beg to acknowledge with very sincere thanks che kind 

resolution of· sympathy wit1 tne relatives of the late Father 

Fitzhenry ,p .p. passed by your Board, coupled with your own and 

the members of your staff . 

Confirmation of .inutes of Comnittees. 

The Minutes of Finance Comnittee in resnect of meeting bela 

on 22nd November, 1928 ware submitted as fol_ows :-
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The ~ortn1ghtly meet1ng of the F1nance Comm1ttee as held 

1n County COuncil Cha.'nber t 'exford on 22nd ovember, 1928. 

r . . Doyle(Cha1rman) pres1ded and there ere a1 0 present :­

essr . Jame Shannon (Vice-Ch irman) Sean O'Byrne, T. cCaxthy 

and J a.IOO sHall . 

The Secretary, ASs1stant Secretary and County Surveyor ere in 

t tendance . 

The 1nute~ of last meeting ere read and signed. 

Trea urers ' Advice Note for £545 .13. 5d. as ""JU:I_1ned a.M 

19ned. 

Ra te_Co-=l ..... l..;;;.e-.ct.;;.;;:i;.;:;o.:;;;n. 

In connect1on with c ~e of COllector Cle y the folIo ~ 

1ng report under date 22nd November 1928 Was ,'bmi tted from r . 

1 ee , So11cl tor :-
I beg to report th t Ex- Collector Cleary le dod guilty to 

embezzlement at Circlli t Court on 20th Novemb,~ r, 1928tn;--
is Solicitor ( . Colfer) lodged on his behall1sum f £97 

nlch in add1t 1on to the £141 .9. 4 already lodged made a total of 
£238.9 .4. Total defalc t10ns known t date of bear'ug amounted to 
£326. 5. 2. 

The amount unpa1d Cleary for DOunda and Voters ' lists fees 
ere £53 .4.6. Gnd £24. 1.3. res ect ively, hile an overlodgment 

prev10usly made by Cleary amounted to £lO.17 . 7d. Total £88 . 3. 4. 

thIS sum along 1th Cleary' lodgment of £238 .9 . 4. covered 
amount of def aul t as . known to date. 

A suspensory-sentence of t elve onths pr onment ith hard 
1 about recoreed against Cleary on h1s enter1ng 1nto hi~ 0 n 
recogn1sance of £20 to kee the eace and be of good behaviour for 
three ye rs . 

The following resolut1on as proposed by . OIB rna, seconded 
by x . qall and adopted:-

"That the Loe Government De artment be reque ted to allo 

£53 . 4.6. poundage un aid to Bernard Cleary and £2J . l . 3 fees for 

Voters ' lists prepared by him to be ap lied to ard his defalcat i ons . ' 
~ooonnect1on lth cases of Oollectors J .J. Kelly and MiChael 

cO rthy, who were suspended from office , letter s read from 

Local Government Department, under datI 17th Novanber , 1928 - G. 

69294 il928 Loch Garman (Fa) - forw rding co y of letter hlcb had © WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 
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been addres~ed by the Department to these Collectors . 
~ 

The letter .(..n quection Ealled attention to the sus-pension of 

Collectors from office and requested them to furnish lthtn even 

days itom 17th ovember any explanatlon hlch they cared to offer . 

Pegardlng the po ition of • J .J . Kelly, r . James Carton, 

Kilthomas, erns, one of his personal sureties rote under date 

19tn ovember agreeing to the decision of the Counci l to ap oint 

s ' r . J . J . O'Reilly' d J .J. Sinnott to close the COllection. 

tmilar letter under da e 17th November, 1928 as received 

from idan O'Leary, Clonee, Camolln, the other person 1 urety 

of r . Kelly . e iShed to be relieved of hl~ ~ecurityship hen 

the amount of outstandi Rate un to IDrch, 1928 had been collected. 

It W decided on the m.tion of r. O'BYrne, seconded by 

r . Hal l that escrs . Carton and O'Leary be infonned that their 
11ability for personal Bond ~11l not a lY. to ny coll ctlon beyond 

ate for arCh , 1928 . 
Under date 17th November the follo lng lett er _as received 

from • O'Reilly, ate Collector :-

In reference to our convers tion ith . T.A. Frizelle 

last Tuesday 13th inst . re No . 14 Collection lstrlct (J .J. Kelly's) 

myself and . John J. innott have arranged that tbe Divisions 

most ultable to u~ both o~d be a~ under -

Sinnott . E.ns . Ballyoughter,Huntlngto n and Kilcomb ~ 

O'Reilly . Bal 1 ybeg , Ball illls, Monaseed nd Ro ~minogue . 

e take it that e are acceptln this at poundage Fee s 

a our present Collect1on. 

Re Personal Bonds. e are of the f)plmlon that our existing 

Bonds should be sufficient to vover thl~ collection a we have 

previously collected an amount ,early, over the amount of To ~al 

Collect i on 1ncluding this ddltion. 

The f~llo~lng r olution 

OtByrne and adopted :-

propo ed by . Hall, second d 

\ 
I Th t ln the event of the Local Government Denartrnent conflrm-\ 

lng the suspensl n of Collector J .J . Kelly, essrs . Sinnott nd 
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recognition to the Gorey ,hristlan rethers 'chool for Schotarship 

purnoses until it has sho n a higher st nd rd of efficiency 

m 1ntained for the erio~ of at least t 0 ya rs. 

It decided tb t cony of this letter be furni hed the 

.er10r, Christ." Scbool , r~rey d th t it be brought for ard 

hen ppl1cations for rene al 0 ~cholarship~ are under con~iderat-

10n by the County Council. 

eights ~nd essures Act I 1928. 

The fo llo in : under date lGth November, Was re d from 'the 

Dertment of Industry ,nd Comerce, (Po er c'Gct1on), 33 U per 

oerrion st . 4D.lblin:-

Under the rev1s! nc of the abov Act> ~etrol U~ sand 

other i trument must bf3 veri;fied and stamped, nd subjected to 

periodical teste by the l~s f; ctors of .eights and e sures. In 

order to carry out the tests eff iciently, ne types of measur ing 

standrds, costing it is anti~ipated, bet een °40 and °45 per set, 

will h~ye to be provided for the Ins ectors, but an effort is being 
made . t o arrange the ork in , uch a. manner as to liml t the 

rovision to one t for e ch County r Borough . 

To assist' a nw.ber of local au oritics concerned a rpecific­

, tlon of the ne· t ndaxds h'-lS been prep, red, and tenders will be 

lnfl1 ted by the 1n1ster for Industry" d Comme:!:ce for t he supply 

of a considerable nmmber of ~ets . It ~s proposed to 1ntlude the 

neces~ ry provis1on by your ~olmcl1 ln the number ~ eclfled, but 

this will not bind the Council to accept arr! of the tenders, 
due 

hlah w1ll be subml tttd 1n course 's 1 t 1s op n to ,- y local 

authority to purchase its :require nts outslde the inclusive 
contract. 

he follo lng e olut1.n as ado ted:-

"That the tnancs Connnltt .. e 111 be rep red to conc-ider any 

tenders which mayoe C'ubml tted in th~s matter by the Department 

of Industry and Commeroe." 

Loc uthor1tie~Offlcers and ~ nloyees) ct. 1926. , 

Under date 19th November , ~ letter e.s read fl'om ~ecrct '"' ry, 

County Councils General Counc11)relative to ap Ointment of Select © WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



7 
COm! .1-'-te f P.n lotal1 to ir.nui.re into th -' orklng f thA L cal 

Autl1or1tioo {Officers 'ud . Ipl ~yef~s) .ct, 1928" 2nd ... .sking f or 

stateru8nt OJ. the e ~perlenc" of the orking of th -' Act in 'erlord 

County. 

1 t a decided to r ply to tn1G com ~unic::1tion a nd state that 
there as only one appolntm nt befor the , ~ ointments' Commission 

that 0 Solicitor to the Council - in 11i('11 the Council e1' 
concerned, and in that case the pers n recommended by the Counc1l 

had been s tectad by the p_olntneuts Co~ission. 

Irish ublie Bodies ~utual I~qurances. 1rotted. 

Thdf port of the Directors of bo in connection Ith 
sec~nd ordinary meting was re d and consider~c t satisf ctory. 

Pro oC!en, CQmm1 ttaJ. to Indus trial ("Ochool . 

The iC!tr1ct Court Clerk, nlscorthy, rote thot ap 
would be m'· de on the 29th Novemoer to the Imincorthy Court to 

c mit to Industrial ~cbool four children wtsl, viZ., Jam~s, 

Patrick, "':f'd Qrd and John L vereux. 

It was decided to refer the Iwatter to r. ~lgee, Solicitor . 

Ii'Qrd or 19. 

Tbe follo ing r- olution as ado ted: -

"That. . - lgee be instructed to roc ed against the 

o ner of South lob to obvi te the flooding of the road t 

8 l ybro and ord of Lyng, hid is in such a de lo1'able state 

for the past ten or t elve days th t ople canIlot ttend s 

or go to m~rket . " 

It aE also decided to call the attention of Office of 
t bl1e orks to the present clr~st~nce in COlmection ith the 
flOOdl~! Ford of Lyng nd to re U~ t them to for rd oO 'y 6~ 

the report of their Enrlneer or Ins ector ho h d ~een the pl~c 

recently, or a t le pt m'- terial ortions of same. 
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The follo~ing resolution was adopted on the motion 

of 6 . o 'Byrne , seconded by Colonel ~uin:-

"That the __ inutes of Finance Committee in respect of 

meet ing held on 22nd Novembef , 192b be recei vecl and considered. II 

ate Collection. In connection TIlth the propose! that the 

outstanding ra,tes in No . 5 Collection District (C . 1,lcCarthy) 

be handed over to lvir . Quir~(e , (Collector for No . 1 Dis trict) for 

Col=.ection the followi ng as read froE1 .,.I . P . J . Furlong, 

(Collector for No . 4 District) :-

I consider that I have a grievance in connection ~ith the 

appoint nt of the temporary Collector in the place of Collector 

l1.cCarthy . Having regard to the precedent set by the County 

Council when two Collector s were apPointed in place of Collector 

I submi t I am entitled to. e~)ect to have been appo i nted 

at least jOintly with lv.r . uirke as I consider I arn equally 

enti tIed to share of the o~:. IS District adjO inS~hat Collected 

by Collect or 1,·J.cCarthy , to a far greater extent tl1an that of the 

Collector appoi~ted, and i n addition I live in the Disttict . 

I wou:d point out that I have had long service witr- tne 

Council and for three years acted as Deputy ollector in ... :r . 

.. ,.cCarthy's District , and I am sure that if referred to you will 

corroborate the fact that in August 1926 at the request of the 

Council I to~k up the collection of an arrear of £900, left 

behind by Col lector Sinnott, and was successful1 in having 

same gathered in to the satisf8ction of yourself and the Council . 

Under these circumstances, I think it unfair that my claim to a 

share of the work in collecting in Lr . v..c Car thy , s District should 

have been overlooked. 

I would ask you to bring the lnatter before t e Council with 

, view to havi ng Same re-considered, and if the Council permit , 

I would be gl ad of a Hearing. 

ifJ: . ~ oche nro~)osed and 1r . Culleton seconded the following :­

That Col lection of arrears and current rate in District J.Jo . 5 
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be divided for collection between 1 .. essrs. Quirke and Em~long, 

existing Collectors . tI 

After discussion) l,.r . .a;lgef-" Solici tor, sa.,d that) as 

County Council at ~Gneir 1 ast meet ing had decided thattre 

should be performed by J:. Quirke, it woUld be necessary 

resolution of . .r. Roche f considered on notice of mot ion. 

t he 

1<"'ork 

to have 

Mr. Roche then gave the necessarY ,notice of motion to be 

considered at special meeting of the Council to be held on 

lOth December, 1928. 

lhe fol l owing resolution ps ~hen adopted on the motion 

of Jr. 0 I Byrne, seconded by :. r. 1 cCarthy:-

"That t 11e .. ,~inutes of Finance Corami ttee in res-')ect of meeting 

held on 22nd ovember, 1928) be and are hereby confirmed except 

in so far as same have been altered or anended by resolutions 

adopted at this meeting." 

oads Cornmi ttee-:- The 'Minutes of oads Co,nmi t ~ee in respect 

of meeting held on 26th November , 1928)were submitted as follOFS:-
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it. Culleton seconded the resolution which Was adopted. 

The Chairman mentioned that ~r. Elgee should take steps to 

push on this matter without delay ~ it had been going on for 

24 or 25 years at least. 

Arterial Drainage (Minor Schemes) Regulations. 192d. 

TI1e Secretury mentioned that copy of circular letter of the 

Department pf Local GoverThT.ent (S.77223/l928 Ilgh (B.G.T.)) had 

been furnished to each member of the Roads Committee . 

Colonel Gi Jbon mentioned that the most dangerous point in 

these R@gulations was t ha t any amount spent over the estimate 

would fallon the funds of the County Council. If they estimated 

a certain drainage scheme wou ~ d cost £750 and the cost was £950 the 

excess of £200 woul d have to be ~rovided by the County Council and 

could not be debited to the promoters of the schem&. Another point 

was tha t any three men could furnish a petition to the Council 

to drain their lands and whether the scheme Was proceeded VI' i th or 

dtopped the Council would be responsible for all the ~re~iminary 

expenses as a County-at-large Charge. 

No order Was made on the matter. 

Rosslare Road-South C ~astguard Station. 

Under date 8th NoveYl1ber, letter was read from four residents 

on above road asking if the Council were taking any ste9s to prevent 

the road from Slipping further into the sea, when the repairs were 

likely to be carried out or in the event of the road being closed 

per~nanently, what provision was to be made for apnroach to their 

houses. 

The secretary stated that in renly to this it had been pOinted 

out that it Was not contemplated at present th2t any portion of 

roadway, on the frontage of any existing house, should be closed. 

The Rosslare end would r emain open, the Tagoat end from where the 

road ran inland from the sea to the houses, wCbuld be closed to 

vehicular traffic. The whole road would, however, re,nain open to 

nedestrians . 

l •• r. Birthistit mentioned t :1at the road 
sea. as still slipPin1 into the © WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



It was decided to apply to the kinister to close the 

portion fro~n the Tagoat end to tne nearest hOlJse i n the direct ion 

of Rosslare . 

Road at Baker's Cr oss . . 

Under date 10th November, Martin Kinsella, Bol eybawn , Gorey, 

cal~ed attention to gullet in a hollow in the road below Baker ' s 

Cross (Larchfield) . The water comes back from the river through 

the gullet, flows down the road and e,npties into his lane to a 

depth of four and five feet. If the gUllet were closed it would 

stop the nuisance . Inside the Bridge down to the Rail ay Bridge, 

the river was all choked with trees and bushes. 

Mr. Treanor said that it would flood another ortion of the 

road if the gullet was closea and he did not consider it was the 

business of the Council to clear the river down to the Railway Bridge . 

The County Surv~yor mentioned that if this was a natural river 

they had no power to compel anIone to clean it, but if it were 

an artificial drain they COUld. 

It Was decided that !~.r . Elgee, after consul ting Wi th the County 

Surveyor should explain the circ~nstances to N~7 Kinsella . 

.Dallybrennan Protect ion .1a1l. 

Mr . John Do le, Breillhybrennan, Bree, wrote under date 10th 

November , stating that protection wall at Ballybrennan was now 

level ith the road, leaving a drOD of about thirty feet. If any 

ac cident happene.aft might cost a lot of money ·compared with the 

fe Dounds it WOJld take to reDair it. . . 

The County Surveyor said the place was in a very serio~condition, 

but not qui te so serious as represented b:r ..... r. Ibyle. He had 

included in ~1 is estimate a pro'iosal dealing wi th lht. 

Tara Hill and Ballincarrig. 

A memorial from a large nu~ber of Ratepayers asking for the repair 

of lane leading to their homes in Tara Hill and Ballincarrig (Gorey) 

was read. Tney stated upwards of 50 families were using the lane 

as it Was the only means of reaching their Uomes . 
During 
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The follo ing resolution WaS adopted on the motion of 

Colonel Quin, seconded by!r. 0 'Byrne:-

"That the .~inutes of Roads Committee in respect of meeting 

held on 26th November , 1928 be received and considered." 
) 

Contingencies FUnd. The County Surveyor in reply to r. Hall y 
) 

said that the amount now in this fund was £1409; this time t tlve 

months it was £2400. several abnormal items of exnenditure, 

particulars of hich he gave , the County SUrveyor stated, had to 

be provided for this year . 

Mr . Cummins asked for inf~rmation to be sup ~lied to him foe 

next ordinary meeting of the Council as to the Council ' s indebted-

ness to their Treasurer and as to t1C financial position of the 

Council generally . 

Flooding at Riverchapel. Jr. eegan said that four ye8rs ago 

the Council had cleaned up the river which bacl{ed un from too sea. 

This and the lan~lOOding as responsible for the present position. 

There were 14 families concerned and the Council in allocating 

money for the purpose were only following the precedent set by a 

f orm3r Oouncil. He proposed that £14 be allocated for the work . 

Mr. OrBy-rne in seconding pOinted out that when the Council ~ 

spent money on this work the water flowed over the road and there 

was a possibility this would happen again. AS a preventttive 

and to save a bigger outlay later, the money woUld be well spent. 

The Chairman said that the road was not flooded at the present 

time. There Was a number of places actually flooded at the present 

time-rcaads and houses and no proposal had been made to help the 

people concerned. 

After further discussion a poll was taken with the following 

result:-

For the motion: ~ssrs . Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Corish, 

cummins , Gaul, Keegan , McCarthy , O'Byrne and Shannon .......... 10. 

Against :- ~ssrs. Brennan, Culleton, D'Arcy, Doran, Gibbon, 

Hall, Jordan, aYler , l'iLurphy, Quin, Roche , Smyth, iss O'Ryan and 
the Chairman •..... 14. 

, 
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Messrs. Cooney and Walsh were not present when the poll WaS 

taken. 

The Chairman declared the prdlposal lost. 

Wexford-Enniscoxthy Concrete Road. Colonel Gibbon reported that 

the Sub- ommi ttee inspected the road on 1st December, 1928. There 

, were in attendance himself, Mr . Gaul, the County surveyor and 

Capt. Musgrave, Engineer to the portland ceroont Company, and who 

as an expert on road making. They had gone over the road as far 

as Brownswood. The cracks were all numbered and the Sub-Cornmi ttee 

examined each one, stopping for sometime at the bad ones. The main 

cracks were in the lor.g bays that were ma.ee in the beginning. Them 

were extremely few cracks in any of the short bays. The majority 

were hair cracks and could not be seen unless the weather was 

extremely f avourable and dry. It did not look as if they were 

likely to extend much. It Was only in one case the Sub-Conmi ttee 

found a crack starting from each Side and it might be necessary 

in *ht,w this cas~ for the Contractors to cut out a bit of concrete. 

In the opinion of Captain iusgrave it would not be wise to tough this 

at the present time. It might be accounted for by a temporary inte~­

ruption according to Captain Musgrave. If the motot was running 

irregularly or the pump supply was giving trouble so that the work 

was held up any time from half an hour to two hours, and the concrete 

laying went on without making a regular joint, a crack might occur . 

They had also inspected the pOint at Brownswood trough at which 

the County surveyor reported that oil dropped from engines was 

injuring the concrete , ]here was certainly some slight deterioration 

of the surf ace. Capta.in Musgrave said there woul d ae 110 diff icul ty 

in dealing with the small amount of damage which had occurred; if 

they waited until summer, clean off anp: dirt on it, and then tar­

spray for a aoyple of perches. ThiS, in the opinion of Captain 

1~sgrave, would entirely prevent any further damage. His opinion 

was that so far as the concrete was concerned, the job Was entirely 

satisfactory and that the number of cracks in it Was i . supr Singly 
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small. Even if more craBS were not iceable in the Summer , 

Captain ,usgrave did not think the position would be serious. In 

his (Colonel Gibbon' s) opinion the road was in a very satisfactory 

I condition and beyond the cracks where was no sign of arv surf ace 

wear , which Captain usgrave stated was surprising in a length of 
not 

llt miles ; also that there hoUld/be one single joint of 

inferior concrete, an almost unheard of thing. This spoke well 

for the manner in which the Contractors had cartied out their ork. 

~ . Gaul corroborated What Colonel Gibbon had reported in 

connection with the inspection of the Sub-Com~ittee. He did not 

see anything whatever rong With the road. 

The County Surveyor mentioned that the cracks and joints ~ould 

be all gone over in the late Spring or early Summer . He did not see 

any difference between "Ierrocrete" and the ordinary cement . It 

would appear frolY! the experience which they had gained in laying 

this road that the proper distances between jOints shoUld be about 

45 or 50 feet. 

The following resolution Was adopted on the motion of ".rr. 

seconded by Colonel Quin:-

"That theJreport of the Sub-Committee for Enniscorthy-~exford 

road be approved." 

I:achinery Oveilhaul. 

Mr . D'Arcy contended that the amounts paid by t~le Council for 
also 

machinery overseer and lDd!a/t·or employment of carpenter and blacl<-

smi th, hO'!lld have bean brought in as portion of the annual upkeep 

of the machinery. 

Colonel Gibbon disputed this and held that these employees 

were obly dealing with running experises and not with the vapital 

charges. 

T'ne County Surveyor pointed out that the renluneration ilItid 

these employees was charged against each particular job for t he use 

of machinery. The £400 really represented uapital expenditure. 

Anyone familiar with machinery will recognise that even a high 

, 
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cost in maintaining it at the highest standard of efficiency 

was economic in the long run. If the remuneration of the employees 

mentioned by Mr. D' .Al'cy was brought in against the overh&,uJ., this 

expendi ture would be brought in a second time. He Was absolutely 

satisfied that the" machinery was maintained in the best and most 

ecomomic manner. 

l~. D'Arcy proposed the following resolution:-

"That a sum of £200 be allocated for machinery overhaul." 

This was seconded by dr. Hall. 

In reply to vrr. Corish the County Surveyor stated if this resol-

4 ution were adopted it would mean that certain items of machinery 

which he had intended to be overhauled cOUld not be dealt with. 

Colonel Gibbon stated he Was prepared to propose th2t this 

expenditure of £400 ae suspended till the next meeting of the 
~ 

County Council and that the estimate of the County Surveyor in ,.. 
detail be placed before this meeting prior to which the figures cah 

be in Mr. DtArcY'$ hands, and let him sho~ the Council meeting where 

a reduction COUld be made. 

MI'. Xeegan proposed:-

"That the recommendation of the Finance Comrnittee be appro-eed." 

MI. Corish seconded. 

The County Surveyor mentioned that the expenditure of £200 

only would mean that three or four times as much would have to be 

spent next year on overhaul. 

In reply to Colonel Gibbon)he san that there would be no 

detrimental effect on the machinery if this matter were ~o 
next ordinary meeting of the County Council. 

Colonel Gibbd)n moved a resolution to this effect, the detailed 

figures proposed by t he County Surveyor to be CircUlated with the 

agenda paper for next ordinary meeting, 

Mr. Culleton seconded this resolution which was agreed to 

wi thout dissent. 

For d of Lyng. 

Mr. ll.lgee, Solicitor, melltioned that he had read the South © WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 
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Slob Embankment Act under whiCh the Slob Company had been formed 

and it was a fact that they were supposed not to do any damage to 

adjoining lands, but to compel them to carry this out proceedings 

would have to be taken in the High Court and of course he would 

institute these proceedings any time he was instructed. 

Colonel Gibb n said he believed the Act of Parliament referred 

to was not submitted to Counsel at the time the case Was under 

consideration, as the Council was not aware of its existence . 

1r. El gee said the t every Act deal ing with the mat ter had 

been submitted to Counsel. 

The following resolution WaS proposed by Mr. Q'Byrne, 

seconded by Mr. Hall and agreed to, other motions being allowed 

to drop :-

"T'n2t l, .. r . .c;lgee, Solicitor, be instructed to take proO'eedings 

at once to compel the Slob COinpany to carjy out their obligations 

as provided under South Slob Embankment Act as regards non-preven­

tion of flooding of lands of adjoining owners. 

Rossla.re Road. The County Surveyor mentioned that he ,as afraid 

the slipping of the road was e~tending towards the existing houses. 

It Was decided to apply to the "Hnister fOT 10c21 Government 

for local inquiry for closing of road, as all interests concerned 
~ 

could be represented there, ~ their views aid before the Insl~ctor. 

rlood<ing of qne t Bal'd: instovrn. The folloi'IJing report under 

date 30th November, 192~ was read from ~~ . Kehoe~ ssistant Surveyor 

In compliance it instructions from the Roads Committee I 

inspected, on TUesday last, the laneway at Bald instorm cocrp1ained 

of as being flooded by "iiI . Keating. 

When raining the w~ter from the Cross roads runs down by the 

side of the lane and about midway down - oWing to a defective 

water table - spreads over the surface. 

Mr. Keating told me the. t formerly the water went down the 

side of the pub1 ic road, and that, owing to a resident there raisi 

the side in front of his dOJr the water ~as diverted into the lane. 

, 
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This must be thirty years ago, as he said it Was before I nad 

anything to do with it . 

I told Lr . :::eating the Roads Comnittee would probably be 

making an inspection in the early SDrin~, and that I would ask 

them to come and see the place . 

He was quite satisfied With this, so thEt the matter may 

rest for the present . " 

The suggest i on in ·rr. Kehoe ' s letter Was ap~roved . 

The following was proposed by 1 

~ . Keegan , and adopted:-

'Byrne, seconded by 

"That the .;.iinutes of Roads Comr[.i ttee in respect of meeting 

held or... 2b t h November , 192e be and are hereby adopted. If 

GoreY- Courtown Road. 

The fo l l owing memorial signed by 159 J. atepayers in the Gorey 

and Conrto n Districts was read:-

e , the underSigned, being rate-)ayers resident in the 

Gorey District , County of • exiord , her ~by pet i tion that your 

Council may , in our interest , and in t e intere~t of the inl"1abi tant 

of this District generally , take into your earliest conSideration 

the necessity of having the ~.ain road bet eenthe T').n of Gore: 

and Courto~-n Haxbour , put into a proper and efficient state of 

repair . This road has for some years been allowed to remain in 

a very bad state of repair~o the detriment of tourist and other 

traific to the sea- side resort of OOLJTtol"n Harbour. 

t the reQuest of one of your CounCil ' s Surveyors the Harbour 

.... aster of Courto n Harbour tool{ a census of all the trE ff ic 

entering Courtown Harbour on the l~th August , 192) . His return 

sho~s thc.t 521 otor Cars , c3 Charabancs, 64 motor cycles, 170 

horse drawn vehicle~, and 1300 pedal bicycles passed over all or 

portion of this road . That was only one day in the Sum~r season. 

From this census it i s e vident that , ~n the interests nf the publi c 

generally , this road should be put into a proper ond ef:icient 

state without any undue delay . Yonr Petitioners are of opinion 

, 
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that having regard to the volume of traffic tilis road has to carry, 

tha,t the only proper and efficient nethod is that of steBJ:l1Iollins . 

.... our ..?r3J..i~~)n,::.'s Y)",'-.' :~.li..l: :)'.~' Council that a rate is 

struck for the purpose of developing the tourist traffic in the 

County. Courtown Harbour is a.d.:l.ti ttedly one of t~le most 'oe::,'r~ iZi.~j., 

:;)0puJ.ar, and safest sea-side resorts in the County, but tourists 

and Summer Boarders will not corne to it if the ,~ain road 1 eading to 

it is allowed to get into such a state of disrepair that motor 

traffic is not reasonably safe ul,)')1.1 it. !oreover , the majority 

of the residents in Courtown Harbour and :Liverchapel are largely 

dependent upon the tourist traffic for a livelihood. 

Your Pet it ioners, therefore, ask tha.t your Council ~nay talre 

the terms of thlS Petition into your earnest consideratiODf, and 

ac ::ede to the request therein presented to you. 

l~. Keegan mentioned tha.t this road had certainly deteriorated 

recently as .. a 'Bus Service had started using 1~out a, month ago ; 

unless it waS attended to imzuediately it would soon become impClsalble . 

If allowed to remain as at present for another year the Council might 

calculate on spending about t\'''o tllo'lc.and o,y three thousand pounds 

a mile in order to put it into ordinary condition. 

l;r. 0 'Byrne pointed out that tnere Was no possibil i ty of this 

road being kept by the ordinary maintenance proposed. They had 

hopes to obtain a Grant from the Tourist ASSOCiation for· its repair . 
----. 

Unless it was steammolled it would De come a complete wreck before 
-.../ 

the SUl1lne r . 

TIle County Surgeyor Said the bottom of~e roarl was fairly 

Bound, but the surface went to bits from the class of traffic that 

went on it partiCUlarly during the dry weather vhen it b .,CaTl18 f1.1.11 

of pot ~oles . To p~t a decent surface on it would cost about £5,000. 

After further discussion the folIo ing resolution was proposed 

by Mr. 1, cCarthy, seconded by d:r. D' AXcy and adop-sted:-
... 

"T'nat the pOSition of the GoreY-Courtown road be brought speciall 
('f' 

to the notice of Mr . ~uigley, Chief Engineer, Roads Department, Local 
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Government on the occasion of his attendance at the meeting of 
) 

county COuncil on lOth December, 192b. 

Handbreaking Road Material In Quarries. 

Miss O'Ryan mentioned tha~notwithstanding the resolution of 

the County Council, no men since the last meeting had been employed 

at handbreaking in Windygap quarry aJ. though several were available. 

The County SUrveyor said that there bad been no necessity for 

their employment. They must have fine stuff for the fast traffic 

and coul d note coarse material unless they were ready to roll it 

He never agr ed thE!t handbreaking should be the only method of 

in. 

obtaining stones from all QUarries. In the Spring time he proposed 

to prepare a large quantity of screenings in Ballybrennan and CirculatE 

them by rail or otherwise through the County as they coul d be prepared 

there much cheaper t han anywhere el se. 

MiSS OtRyan asked if since a the last meeting of the Council any 

men had go~into quarries for handbreru{ing of material. 

COll1l1ty Surveyor-Only a few, but nese were as many as were requlbred. 

Miss OtRyan - From now on will you requi re any handbrolren stones? 

Co. Surveyor - If we had early intimation of what Grant work and 

the amount of roll ing we had to do, I would be in a position to answer 

that question. We do not know at present whether we will get £2,000 

or £10,000 of a Grant. 

The Chairman said that where the County Surveyor and his Assistant 

could give any employment at handbreaking they were bound to do so. 

Rate COllector C. MCCarthY, District No.5. 

The Secretary reported that up to the present he had not rere ived 

any intimation from Mr. C. McCarthy, as to when he intended taking up 

duty. 

Colonel Quin proposed and Mr. O'Byrne seconded, the following 

resolution which was adopt ed nem.con. 

"That subject to confirmation by Local Government Department we 
J ) 

dispense with the services of Mr. C. McCarthy, as Rate Collector for 

No·5 District, and hereby terminate his employment With the Council." 

, 
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preparation of Voters' Lists, etc. 

M:r. Cooney said that Rate Col l ectors had a grievance in as 

mush as they had not been paid for Registration work carried out 

by them in 1927 although they had applied on more than one occasion 

to the cQunty Registrar for payment •. 

It was decided that the Secretary call the attention of the Cov.nty 

Registrar to the CQ~plaint of t ne Rate Collectors and ascertain from 

him when he intends satisfying their claim. 

Loan.New Ross-Gamblin-Qampile-Duncannon Road. 

The following reso~ution was adopted on the motion of Mr. Corish, 

seconded by Mr. Colfer:-

"That pursuant to letter of sanction of the Minister of Local 
) 

Govetnment under date 25th October, 1928 (S. Co. Wexford (pg)J the 

sum of £4,000 be borrowed from ~le National Bank Limtted, Wexford, 

for the purposes therein mentioned - to be repaid within, 10 years 

with Interest at the rate of half per cent under Irish Banks' rate 

varying)subject 00 a minimum of 4% per annum as in said Letter, of 

Sanction provided and it is further res~lved that the Seal of the 

Council be affixed to the necessary Mortgages over the rates to secure 

said loan. 

SCholarship Schemes. 

The follOWing resolution was adopted on the motion of Mr. O'Byrne 

se conded by Mr. Cummins:-

"That provisions of University Scholarship SCheme, as obtained 

for year 192t5/29, with the neces sary amendments as to dates etc., 

be and are hereby agreed to for scheme for 1929-30." 

"That the recommendation of the Scholarship Committee that amount 

of primary Scholarship be fiad for four years at £50 per year and that 

the limit of valuation of parents or guardians of candidates to secure 

elegibility for competition for these scholarships be increased from 

£50 to £75 be specially considered at the meeting of County Council 
II 

to be held on lOth December, 1928. 

, 
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Derating~Agricultural Land. 

The following resolution was read from the Offaly County 

Counci1:-

"That we, the Finance Committee of the Qffaly County counCil, 

having read a report of a Conference held in Northern Ireland, in 

which it was stated that the Northern Minister for Finance proposes 

to introduce legislation exempting Agricultural Land from Rates, 

request the T.D's, the Minl~ter for Agriculture, the Minister for 

Finance, also all the County Councils in Southern Ireland, to unite 

with us in pressing for similar legislation in the Free State, owing 

to the present very depressed cOMi tion of Agriculture. II 

Miss O'Ryan said i~ this resolution was to be put injrorce it 

would be neces saxy that fund should be set up to meet the deficit and 
f\ 

this could be done by applying the Land Purchase Annuities for the 

purpose. 

Colonel Gibbon said that a real difficulty in regard to remission 

of Rate s on Land was that in England the percentage of Rate rela.tive to 

AgricUl ture was only 2i Whilst in Ireland it Was 67%. Any remission 

of rates would give no' relief to Irish 'Farmers, as they would be 

obliged to meet it in other taxation. 

Mr. McCarthy proposed that the r~solution be noted. Everyor:e 

he said would be delighted if Agricultural Land could be relieved of 

rates, but from the information given in An Dail it was not feasible 

to carry out suCh a proposal. 

It was very doubtful even if it could be successfully apPlie,n 

Northern Ireland. The amount of derating woul d have to be put on 

other buildings and factories (which were gary few in the 26 Counties) 

and would be ~ibitive. 

Mr. O'Byrne seconded. 

The Chairman said that something should be done to g1 ve the fa.rmers 
• 

some further relief on Agricu1 tural Land, but it Was not feas&ble to 

derate AgriCultural Land in toto. The Free State farmers had to compete 

vr ith those in Northern Ireland and in Great Britain, who were benefiting 

, 
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by derating. Tne farmers were never worse off than they were to-day. 

He saw that all around him in h is own locality. To tolally abolish 
r 

rates on Agricul tural Land was not feasable, all these taxes would 

come back in some other way. As regards the retent ion of Land 

Annuities he did not believe it had been ~poved ~ that suc~ step 

was legal; if it were, he would be glad to fall in with Miss o 'Eyan's 

proposal. He did not want illegalities and he would not stand for 

them in -GhiS County. They should sustain the present Government 

as long as it ts there andfmtil replaced by some other Government. 

'olonei Gibbon considered that a case should bEl made to the 

Government to relieve them from the deduction from their Government 

Grants, owing to defaul t illf, Land Armui11ants. 

Mr. Jordan mentioned tha.t the larmer~ farty had taken up the 

question of Ibe derating a couple Of months ago. A Committee 

had been a.Pppinted and the subject was well in hand. There would 

be a certain measure of relief, but he was unable to say to what 

extent. It was a very i ntrica.te matter and necessitated a lot of 

consideration. If had been arranged to have a full dress debate 

next seSSion with regard to Land Annuities. 

'Ine Chairman put the resolution and declared it passed, Mr. 

CUmmins dissenting. 

Town Tennants Commission. 

Recommenda~ ions put forward in connection with the r~ort of 

Town Tennants Commission of '927 from Blackrock Urban Council were 

r ead. 

Consideration was adjourned until next ordinary meeting of the 

County Council. 

Renunctiat ion of War and Disarmament. 

A memorial and suggested resolution in connection with above 

were received iK from the Committee, 4 Eustace street, Dublin. 

It was decided to take no action in the mat Ler. 

Salaries of Off icials. 

'111e following resolution as received from t he Agricul tural 

, 
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Protection Association (County Wexford):-

It Considering the appressive Rates and the acute crisis 

which exists in the Agricul tural Industry today, we ask the County 

Council to revise existing Official Salaries and put them on a 

pre-war basiS, with an addition in proportion to the increase in 

the cost of liv1ng, and to recommend xm the Local GOvernment Board 

to sanction same; alSO, to reduce "Lhe number of Off1cials to 

compare with pre-war period. It 

Mr. D' Arcy proposed that a return of Salax1es of OfficialS 

paid by Count! Council, the date of apPointment of each Official, 

the terms of appointwen'G, with opening and present salaries, the 

financial position of the Council anqamount of overdraft to the 

Bank, he presented to next monthly meet1ng of Council. 

Mr. Smyth seconded. Passed. 

Mr. Elgee , SOlicitor, stated he considel'ed it right to point 

out to the Council that they had no power to reduce the salary 

of any existing official at the time of the Treaty. Reduction of 

Salaries had been brought forward at a meeting of the Former council 

by Mr. O'Eonohue, but it was turned down, in view of the state of 

the Law. 
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A special. meeting of Wexford County Council was held in 

County Council Chamber, Wexford on lOth December, 1 928 . 

present:- Mr. M. Doyle (Chairman) presiding; also Messrs. 

James Armstrong, John Brennan, James Clince, Patrick Colfer, 

Thomas Cooney, Richard Cor ish, Jolm cul leton, John Cummins, 

Timothy F. D' Arcy, John Doran, James Gaul, Col. C.M. Gibbon, 

James Hall, Patrick Hayes, Michael Jordan, William P. Keegan, 

Thomas Mayler, Thomas McCarthy, John Murphy, Sean 0 'Byrne, Cqlonel 

R. l? wemyss Quin, M.M. Roche, James Shannon, Myles Smyth, 

James E. Walsh and MiSS o 'Ryan. 

The secretary, Assistant ~cretary, the County Surveyor, 

the six Assistant Surveyors and Mr. Elgee, Solicitor were also 

in attendance. 

The minutes of last meeting were read and signed. 

provisional Road WorkS Scheme. 

The provisional Road Works SCheme for financial year 192~-30 

in accordance with estimatee for road maintenance and improvement 

and which had been supplied to eaCh Councillor was considered. 

Letter was read from LOC9l Government :CSpartment (Roads) -

RGM/201/29 - under date 22nd October 1928. This cOInrnunication 

pOinted out that that Minister Was anxious to be in a position 

to notify the County Councils, as early as possible, the Grants 

which may be made from the Road Fund in respect of ye~ 1929-30. 

Upkeep Grants had up to the present been caJ.cula~he sums 
1(.. 

which County Councils had allowed in the previous year for road 

maintenance. The Minister considered it woul d be more satisfactory 

if he could indicate bef ore the Council passed their Road estimates 

for next financial year what measure of State aid coul d 19l aiven 

jowards the cost of main roads. For this purpose he would be glad 

if Councils WOUld, with as little delay as possible, frame 

provisional estimates of the amounts which they were likely to alla 

, , 
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for (a) trunk Roads (b) Link Roads (c) County roads for the 

next financial year. The Minister would have these examined 

and would then indicaGe the extent of state assistance. The 

Estimates shGluld include the requirement s in regard to the upkeep 

of Trunk and Link Roads in the Drban areas 0 the County. The 

Minister drew the special attention of Counsil to the fact that 

thete is no County in the Sta te in which road works had not been 

carried out at the cost of the Road Fund. comPlaintras occasionallj , 

made that the reconstructed or resurfaced roads were not having 

~ficient attention paid them by rtoad Autnori t ies. Ihere roads 

have been steamrolled or otherwise improved and axe in a condition 

to rece ive ~_ surface dressing, the inister considered that part of 

the normal maintenance allocp- ted to such roads should consist in 

t he application of such dressings. he therefore- expected that 

County Councils in framing their estimates for the maintenance of 

roads which have be~n improved and which will require tarring etc. l 

in the coming financial year would provide in their estimates 

f or such tarring , and the incl usion of a provision under this 

head would be t aken into account in determining the amount of 

the Grant towards upkeep. partlculars of the extent to which this 

work had been provided ih the estimates should be clearly stated. 

As delay in considering t his matter would mean delay in determining 

the amount of Upkeep Gr ants Whim woul d be available, provisional 

es timcte>shoula be submi tted as soon as possible and it was sug­

gested tha t the matter should be disposed ~ during the next four 

weeks. Normally_ provided the estimates show that a reasonable 

sum is proposed - having regard to t he 'cost of upkeep m 1914 

and the rise in wages Since that date for the maintenanae of roads­

the intention of the Minister is to make grants of 50% of the cost 

of the upkeep of trunk main roads and 30'% of the cost of the up-

keep of L ink main roads. 

In reply to the C"nairman the County Surveyor said that la,st 

year the Counu i i got £6000 for spraying Work. ~ 

I ncluded in this -
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year's estimate there was a sum of £6505 for spraying and. the 

Council would have to provide this themselves, but they would be 

recouped 50% of thetr outlay. Last year the Government provided 

the total money for spraying work. 

In reply to Mr. D'Arcy the Uounty SUrveyor stated that there 

were lO~ miles of trunk roads an the· County and 194 miles of link 

roads. 

On a point of procedure Colonel Giboon asked if they were 

to arrive at the~stimate for the maintenance of the roads by 

adding together the cost of everytning that everybody thought 

should or ought to be done or would like to have done, or were 

they going to agree to a rate in the £ and keep their expenditure 

insade of this. 

In answer to Mr. D'Arcy the County Surveyor said the total 

road mileage of the County was 19be, approximately b9 miles of 

trunk roads had beendeaJ, Y.lth, but practically nothing had been 

done as regards the link rOB.ds. No Grants had been received up to 

the present in connection with link roads. 

Colonel Gibbon - The County Surveyor had put down £76,000 

in his estimate for road maintenance as compared with £53,000 last 

yeaI'. Were they to prepare a schedule of expenditure for the 

£76,000 Which meant a net increase of lo.48d in the £. over last 

year taking Grants intqaccount. Were they going to pass their 

estimates with that increase right away. If they did not contemplat 

an increase of 1* in the £ and decided to reduce the amount it 

was better do it now. They could fix approlltimately the amount to 

be raised as a preliminary before going into What the County 

Surveyor proposed Should be spent. 

In reply to Mr. Roche the County Surveyor stated that 

taking them as a whole the roads were somewhat better than they were 

la.st year. 

he Secretary in reply to a qljlestion sta:Ged thaftaking the net 

estimate of County Surveyor andbomparing it with amoullt raised / . 

, 
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last year and allowing for increased rna intenance Grants the net 

increase in estimate Was £16, 430. 

The County Surveyor said he did not see how his estimate could 

be reduced seeing that the roadS were getting a differen~d 
increas~ traffic whiCh necessitated an increased expenditure. 

Mr. Roche contended that the by-roads were not getting 

this traffic. 

County Surveyor-Some of them are, but taking it in bulk it 

is prqctically the same. Since 1914 there was 50% increase in 

the cost of by-roads. 

Mr. Roche stated he would propose that all roads except 

main and link should be submitted for contract. 

Mr. D'Arcy seconded. 

Mr. Cummins asked in what position the County Surveyor 

stood as regards road finame for the coming three months, the 

worst in the year. 

Mr. Corish said that the County Surveyor had informed him 

that since 1914 the cost of road upkeep had gone up by 100% and 

he might point out that any contraDts for by-roadS which had 

been entered into showed a very substantial increase in price. 

The County Surveyor s~d it was only the fourth class roads 

which were under contract. 

MiSS 0' Ryan pOinted out that a lot of men who had been 

employed on roads wereJnow idle; it was now close on Christmas 

and those men had no chance of making a livelihood. 
ed 

Mr. Hayes conSider/it waste of money to be putting tonnage 

on certain of their by-roads. At present the material was 

rOl l ing about on these roads. He considered such EOads should 

be kept under the observation of the SUrvey staff and only 
nelt:bv~ 

receive tonnage when absolutely necessary. ~ had been done by 

direct labout on the roads which had not been tendered for and 

which had been left on the County Surveyor's hands. 

Colonel QUin said the Council had cut the~veyorts estimate 

, 
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by £20,000 last year, and the County Surveyor had still enough. 

to carryon. 

County Surveyor-Just enough, but you must remember there are 

three and a half months to go to the end of the financial. year. 

Miss O'Ryan-I hold from statements made by the County 

Surveyor previously that we haye not enough money to carryon 

to the end of the year and the men are out of work. 

Chgirman-Surely it is not the business of the Council to deal 
y , 

with unemployment. Let us spend the money on the roads if necessar 

but surely weare not going to do more work on them than is 

absolutely necessary because there is unemployment. 

Mr. Keegan said that some of the roads in the North were in 

a very bad way. If certain by-roads did not require a great deal 

of material it Was necessary the sides should bib trimmed and 

ater taken off. Everyone agreed that more work on the roads 

was necessary and them ~ey were deteriorating in the Gorey area. 

There Was no use in certain Councillors insistOOhg that they had 

money enough to carryon. 

M!. Culleton-The money is not being spent to the best advan­

tage. The money is s~ficient if we got the best value for it. 

Colonel Gibbon said they should proaeedto settle the total 

amount to be spent and the~locate it to each road. 

Colonel Quin-The chief thing is to settle the amount we can 

afford to spend. If we settle that the remain4Sx Will fall in very 

much easier. We certainly carmot afford to spend more thaxfast 

year. 

Mr. O'Byrne questioned how the amount could be reduced by 

altering the system of maintenance from direct labout to contract. 

They had seen roads handed. over to the County Surveyor not to 

eBceed Contract price in each case, and they found they could get 

more done on the roads than would have been done by contractors. 
-1 

Mr. Hall said he could refer to sever aJ. Cases in which 

there was not quarter t11e amount done by direct labout than would 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



have been a one by contract. The County Surveyor knew the. t. 

County Surveyor(emphatically)-I don't know it. 

Mr. D' Aray said that everybody recognised that contract was 

much cheaper than direct labour. The small · man wi th about 20 

acres did not really put down anything against his labour. He 

utilises his labour on the road when he could not work on his 

farm. There was a number oi days on which a farmer could not 

IOIXit work on his land when he could work on the road. 

~Mr. Keegan pointed out tnat if labourers were disemployed 
, 

they and thevd" families -eould have to be kept by Home Assistance. 

The fault he had with the direct labour was that it was not 

evenly divided. The small farmer had his land to look to for 

support, but the workers had nothing only their labour, and it 

was unfair for menfo come there and take the breaaJrrom the 

mouths of the l abourers and their families • 

.llILr. Roche said they did not want to take the bread from 

anybody' s mouth; it was to cutdown the burden on the r a tepaye~s. 

He was out for cutting down the rates and that was the meaning 

of his proposal. 

Mr. Shannon said he WOUL d lime to have an expression of 

opinion from the Uounty Surveyor as to the statement of Mr. Hall 

that contract work Was che~per than direct labour. 

Mr. Hall denied he said that contract was cheaper. He sa1d 

that only a quarter of the amount of work Was done. 

Mr. Shannon said the small farmer of 20 acres would do much 

better by giving his best to his land instead of working partly 

on the land and partly on the roadjsnd doing a poor joh at both. 

The man with 20 acrea of land and who put his labour into it 

would not have a minut e to spare for any other work. This thing 

of going out on the road when he could not work on the land Was 

bound to be detrimental to the road. They found in the past when 

the road required attending to the contraator found he had to 

work on his land and this system was responsible for the high 
rates today. 
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Mr. D'ArCY said that some Councillors believed the Council 

existed to relieve unempl~Jment, but their business was to get 

the work done on the roads as cheaply as possible. !n 1920 the 

roads cost £20,000 when farmers were getting twice the price 

for their produce . To increase the 1914 figure by £30,000 would 

mean that the ratepayers would not exist. 

MI. Keegan said that Mr . D'Arcy failed to call attention to the 

4ifference in the class of traffic. There were not many eight 

or ten ton lorries on the roads in 1920-and not one car in 50 

and not a truck in 60. It was ridiculous to say that roads could 

be done at the same price as in 1920. 

Mr. CUlleton said they were not getting fast trij!fic o~ the 

third and fourth class roads. 

Mr. O'Byrne said when the Council passed the County Surveyor's 

estimate the amount to ee spent would be the same for contract as 

for direct labour. 

The County Surveyor said there Was very little competition for 

last accepted road contracts. Tenders were generally at the amount 

of his estimate and a lot of the roads were untendered for. Mr. 

D' Arcy had said that tne small farmer went to the road when he 

could not work on his farm but modern traffic Was sucn that tne 

road required close and constant attention. That is where the 

contract system would fait. The Contractor could put on a certain 

amount of tonnage and do a certain amount of surface work but he 

would not do this at the best time and it would not tie done five 

per cent under the cost of direct labour. 

Colonel Gibbon considered that 1r. Roche 's proposal ent too 

far. Where buses were running over a road a certain amount of 

direct labour would be neces2ary and if tnis occurred in Spring the 

farmer would be engaged on nis farm. Some roads which ere taken 

up by bus traffic should be exempt from YJl'. Roche 's proposal. He 

then referred to the proposed taxation of buses which would help 

the road fund and Gr ts for roads. 

, 
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Colonel Quin asked what was meant by the contract system. 

Was it giving little contracts to people who did not know any­

thing about mal<ing roads or giving a mile or two to men who did 

know something about it. Road making was not a fool t s j ob. It 

required skilled labour and skilled supervision. 

The County Surveyor in reply to Colonel QUill said that 

material was supposed to be spread in wet weather, but with 

present day traffic a gOOd deal of work formerly done in Winter 

had now to be carried out in the Sumrner. 

Colonel Quin said the barbarous system of throWing loese 

stones on roadS and allowing them to be consolidated by traffic 

should be discontinued. Road making Was a job for the skilled 

man and not for the amateur. 

The Chairman said that in 1924 they COUl d not get contracts 

for roads at the price allowed. People had a better way of makint 

money by their agricultural produce. 1hey took Land on the eleven 

months I system ahd would not. go on the roads because it Was not 

as beneficial to them or/gave as good an income as farming. No one 

was now taking land under the eleven months t system and it was 

impossible to set an acre of lana for tillage. He was sure owing 

to this condition of affairs the CounCil would now be able to get 

more contractors than they could during the war or a few years 

after it .. 

-r. Hayes said that during the years peak prices for 

Agricultural produce prevailed the Council were not able to 

obtain contractors and had to adopt another system under which 

they could build up the roads. Now the men who did this were to 

be firem out and starved and the fruits of their labour handed 

over to contractors. 

Mr. Hall said he did not thi~he contractors threw up the 

roads; they were relieved of their contracts. 

Mr. Jordan said that the Contractors had given Up the roads 

because they could not get paid for their v:ork. One man whom he 
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knew had a contract at £12 and it was not poss ib1e to do the work 

for the money. He was told he would get an increase to £20 

provided he obtained a certain type of material. He did this but 

he never got payment beyond the £12 and that Was the reason why 

they could not get the contractors. 

The County Surveyor said he could not quite f011o~e case 

given by Mr. Jordan. If an Assistant Surve¥or told ~ contractor 

that hit contract pr ice of £12 could be raised to £2 0 the Assistant 

had n0 power to do so-in fact so lang as the contra.ct remained in 

force it would not be increased by any means. 

Mr. Jordan-The contractor applied for an increase and got 

it from the District Council. 

County Surveyor-Once the Contract was entered into the amount 

irft could not be changed by anybody. 

Mr. Cor ish-HOW many men would be put out of employment by 

this resolution? 

County Surveyor-500 or 600. 

Mr. D'Arcy said he could not see why the labourers could not 

take the contracts. 

Mr. O'Byrne-Nobody has shown that we are going to save a 

single shilling by the change. 

Miss O'Ryan-Is it quite fair because the times are bad to take 

the roads from the men who made them. 

Chairman- But axe you in a posi tion to strike a rate to 

relieve the unemployment of the County ? 

Miss O'RYan I am not asking the County Council to strike ~ 

rate at all. I am only trying to get fair playas between the 

classes. 

Mr. Corish said the labour party were not asking for an 

increase in the road estimate, in f act they did not think it 

deSirable ther e should be an increase, but it was not fair to throw 

out of employment the men who had buil' up the roads. 
~ 

The County Surveyor said where road~ scattered here and there 

, 
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at distances were thrown on his hands they could not be done by 

direct labour and the only option they had in the past as to 

set these roads to adjoining contractors who were doing good work. 

But they could not employ men on direct labour to work on roads 

five or six miles apart. 

After further dis~ssion Mr. Roche deciied to drop the resolutior 

moved by him at an earlier stage of the meeting and proposed the 

following:- ~, 

"That all roads in the County, excepting main roads be done 

by Contract." 

Mr. Dt Arcy seconded. 

A poll Was taken with the followtng result:-

For the proposal:- Messrs. Brennan, Culleton, Dt Arcy, Doran, 

Gibbon, Hall, Jordan, Meyler, M'§trPhy, Quin, Roche, Smyth, Walsh 

and the Chairman .•.. 14. 
Agalnst:- Messrs. Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, Corish, 

Cummins, Gaul, Hayes, Keegan, McCarthy, OtByrne, Sb.armon and 

Miss OtRyan ... 13. 
The Chairman declared the motion carried. 

Mr. Keegan-Mr. Jordan should bring in a motion to buila 

a new Wing to the County Home. 

Mr. Jordan-Why should you ask IT.e any more than anyone else? 

The Chairman-We have not that on the agenda. 

Colonel Gibbon said that when tendering came into force the 

cases of some men woul d have to be looked into. They shoul d see 

how they could get employment for men who had horses and carts work­

ing under the direct labour system. 

Mr. Corish-Donlt be trimming. 

Mr. O'Byrne-you have not .Jal: been able to prove that your 

resolution will Save a shilling. 

Colonel Gibbon proposed &hat amount agree d to for road 

maintenance last year be a fixed for next financial year. Each 

year they had been saying it as a bad year for the farmers, but 

III 

-, 
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there could be no questioning the fact that so far as wexford 

district was concerned this was really one of the worst experienc­

ed. If they took the potato shipping industry though they had a 
than 

#ar larger yield/last year they woUld be able only to get off 

one cargo from Kilmore this year, as the potatoes were not m)he 

Country since they failed to keep.1ast year they got off siX or 

seven caxgoes. Taking Barley, the price was down as compared with 
1 

last year while the yield was approximately very little over half. 

oa ts was al so a small yield and there was no straJV in the 

Country for feeding cattle this year. The weather had also 

seriOUSly interfered with the beet orop whioh brought in a good 

deal of money to the farmers in previous years in Wexford district. 

Whilst it was good in other parts of the Country it was poor in 

their district. Farme~s were not in ~sition to pay a penny 

more than last year and this was why he put his propoSal before the 

Council. 

Colonel QUin seconded. 

Mr. D'Arcy did not agree With the propoSal and held there 

should be a substantial reduction on last year's rate. Seventy 

miles of the principal roads in the County were finished. Accord­

ing to the County Surveyor's reports of some years ago the Wexford 

Enniscorthy road was costing an enormous amount of money. That 

as now finished and will not need a very appreciable outlay for 

some time. In face of this they were asked to contribute the 

same amount as last year. He (Mr. D' Arcy) held that according to 

the disclosures made during the last few months they were entitled 

to some reduction. While mo~or traffic was increasing it oould 

not be said that it was increasing to any appreciable extent on 

the third or fourth class roads. That was his e~perience. T.aair 

receipts for motor taxation were £21,000 and they shOUld see they 

got back from this What was their due. He proposed:-

flThat a road maintenance rate of 2s.8d. in the £ be agreed to 

as against 2s1ld.rate for last year. 

r 
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© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



748 
j'Y 

Mr. Shannon said ge had been speaking t o the representative 

of Fairway Bus Company and if they carried milt a programme which 

they had in hands there would be plenty of bus traffic on their 

third ~ourth class roads. There Was no sense orfreason in 

saying that such traffic would not come on such roads. 

Mr. Hall seconded l'r. D' Arcy' s proposal 

After further discussion Colonel Gibbo~ Withdrew his resolutiol 

Mr . Cooney said that farmers who paid £60 or £70 in rates hed 

gone to him complaining of the scandalous condition of the roads 

in their districts and asking What could be done to get the 

Council to realise their responsibilities, in the matter. Everything 
~ 

was grand when the estimates were brought but everything was rotten ,... 

when the roads had to be done. Farmers paying big rates were com-

plaining of the condition of the roads WhiCh would ultimately cost 

ten times the present figures, unless an adequate sum for their 

maintenance was provided. 

Mr. Smyth-The County Surveyor has stated that the roads are 

improving and he ought to know better than the farmers. 

Mr. Gaul-It is onlyfnaste of time going througll this. I qUite 
., 

underatand that the Farmers party have come in with a cut and 

dried programme and it is only waste of time to carry the discussior 

further . 

The Chairman said it was unfair of Mr. Gaul to make such a 

statement. The Farmers Party had no meeting of any sort for s oYre 

months. Everyone of them went there that datith an open mind to 

do what was best for the ratepayers and for the roads. It was an 

injustice to the farmers to use the expression that r. Gaul had 

made . 

Mr. Gaul-I say you are going to throw 500 or 600 men out on 

the road and the rates will have to feed them. 

Mr. Hall said they had been informed that once the Wexford­

Enniscorthy road was off their hands the estimates would be reduced 

by thousands of pounds. 

--= -='=-- - -=-=- - ----,.. --~. - - ---
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Mr. Shannon inquired what was going to happen to th:Pi.d 

and fourth class roads at 2s.bd. in the £. if the money estimated 

for main roads was to be retained. His answer WaS tha t these 

roads would suil er SUCh deterioration that the Council next year 

would have causa to remember it. 

In reply to Mr. Culleton the County Surveyor said that there 

were 45 road gangers with wages from 36/- to 40/- per week. If 

their services were dispensed with it would me~4,500 less. 

M!'. Corish-But a fair proportion of their w(;}.ges is paid out of 

Government Grant. 

Colonel Quin said last ilear they had agreed to a sum of 

£53,b14 for road maintenance and he proposed that £50,000 be 

al l owed for this year. 

This ~posal was not seconded. 

Mr. Shannon proposed and Mr. O':Byrne seconded the following 

resolution:-

"That last year's estimate for road maintenance vix. ,£53,b14 

be agreed t o for financial year 1929-30." 

A poll was t aken on this witn the following result:­

For:- Messrs. Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, Corish, 

CUmmins, Gaul, Hayes, Keegan, McCaxthy, O'Byrne, Shannon and 

Miss O'Ryan •.• 13. 

Against:- essrs. Brennan, CUlleton, D'Arcy~ Doran, Gibbon, 

Hall, Jordan, reyler, Murphy, Quin, Roche, Smyth , Walsh and the 

Chairman ... 14. 

The Chairman declared the amendment lost. 

Mr. Shannon-I would never have plDDposed that only to ·!test 

Colonel Gibbon's mettle. He proposed this motion himself. 

Mr. Cooney-Oh! He often did that before. 

Mr. D'ArCY then formally moved the following which was 

seconded by Mr. Hall:-

"That a rate of 2s.bd. in the £. for road maintenance for 

finanCial year 1929-30 be agreed to." 

-~ 

-~--- -
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A poll Was taken With the following resul t:-

For:- Messrs. Brennan, Culleton, D'Arcy, Doran, Gibbon, 

Hall, Jordan, dLeyler, Q,U1Ll, Murphy, Roche , Smyth, Walsh, ahd 

the Chairman •.. 14. 

Against:- Messrs. Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, g~Ji., 

eummins, Hayes, Mccarthy , ° 'Byrne, Shannon and Miss O'Ryan .. 10. 

Declined to vote:- Messrs. Cor ish, Gaul and Keegan. 3f 
The Cbairman declar$d the motion cariied. 

Gorey-Courtown Road. 

under date 7th December, 1928 the tepartment of Local 

Government (Roads) wrote (R/RG/201) that a Grant of £1,000 

from the Road Fund had been set aside for works of road imppove­

ment on the GoreY-Courtown Road. propoSalS for the most sui table 

orks Should be SUbmitted on Form No.ll as so )n as possible in 

order that the worK may be comnmenced Wi thout delay. 

Col Qnel Quin said that the previous Grant for£1 ,000 had been 

all spent in Gorey area and he thought that the present grqnt 

shou ... d be spent 011 the roaa outside Gorey Urban area. 

In reply to the chairman County StJlt'veyor said tt woul d take 

£5,000 to yut this road into proper repair. 

Mr. Keegan-The County Council should add the necessary 

amount to the Grant and :be f inlshed with thefOad fOD:) a certain 

number of years. EVen if they spent an~ther £1,000 with the 

Grant they could do some useful work . No that the estimate 

was cut down £1,000 would be nothing tIl comparison with the 
) 

improvement which would be eft'ected. 

It was decided that work on this road should begin at 

Courtown end as soon as posslble, road to be steamrolled to a 

width of l~ feet and material to be provided from Gorey Hill 

Quarry . 

Working of Quaxries . 

The County Surveyor said that as regards inviting tende;'s 

and POSSiblY setting contracts for third class roads formerly 

• 
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done by direct labour a lot of material fot-most of" those roads had 

been provided in the past from County Council quarries. Did the 

COuncil no ppopose that their quarries shoula be worked by direct 

labour or by contract. It was not possible to allow individual 

Contractors into a quar --:-y to get 100 or 200 yards of material. The 

only alternative Was to get a big contractor to work a particular 

quarry. ButA~e main roads(trunk and li~were to be supplied 

with the necessary material at the specified time the quarries 

must all be worked as formerly. 

In reply to Mr. Jordan the COilllty Surveyor said the average 

cost of producing material in County Council quarries was 7/­

per cubic yard. 

Mr. Jordan said it · ould be a mistake to allow a lot 010 

COntractors to go into a ~uarry and over run it. The proper wa. y 

to work a quarry was to get gangs of men at day's work rates. If 

that sOheme was generally adopted it ould absorb all those wno 

would be thrown out of employment by the contract system and in 

certaiFeas absorh umemployed men also. He cou1l.d not se6 Why they 

could not go in for handbreaking in quarries on a larger scale. 

Compalint s had been made to him of two inch machine material not 

taking ~ond, rolling about the road and cutting the tyres of motor 

cars. If these rere broken by hammer they would have a certain 

amount of hinding material. A number of men had been with him and 
~~.L 'fI#.MIVf 

offered to turn out material/' quarried and broken at 6/- a cubic yard. 

This would double the amount of employment in quarries whinh Was 

badly needed. 

The County Surveyor said he would be quite satisfied if the men 

turned out the material according to specification but an enormous 

amount of material required from Cherry orchard MIle!: could not be 

provided by hand drilling and blasting. There were restrictions;bn 

the use of blasting material at the present time and everyone using 

it had to be authorised. Theywere not allowed to have a lot of 

blast ing material allover the Coumy ani even for the smallest 

I, 
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blast had to provide for a Civic Guard escort. It was necessary 

to provide an escort and motor Car for even five Ibs of gelignite 

whereas they could bring 500 of it in the same manner and at 

the same expense. 

Mr. EnniS (Assis cant Surveyor) said he required 1,500 yards 

of chippings from t his quarry and about 5000 cubic yardS of 

material annually. Was Mr. Jordan prepared to give a guarantee 

tnat this wouLd be forthcoming? 

Mr. Jordan replied in the affirmative. 

Chairman-If direct labour got out the stones and the men 

on piece work did the banking and breaking? I would not say 

it would be economic to drill by hancl. 

Co unty SUrveyor- Handbreken material will be increasing the 

nuisance you have about large material. 

Mr. Jordan- Against that you have the tact that the few men 

you have as road contractors when they go to Cherryorchard quarry 

they will take the handbroken material in preference to the 

machine broken material. 

Colonel Quin thought it would be impossible to get the 

5000 cubic y:ards required from Cherryorchard quarry broken by hand. 

vtnlat were the machine brekkers in the quarries for? Because it 

WaS much cheaper to obtainfhe ma.terial by machinery and it Would 

be much more uniformally produced. It is exactly the seune as the 

sickle compared to the reaper and binder. 

County Surveyor-I suggest that we set off a face of the quarry 

and let the men break and quarry material thereJ.,et us work 'che 

other part of it by direct labour. This could be done in any 

quarry in ' hieh there is a sufficient extensive face to alloW of i1 

being carried out. Of course there ar',some quarries in which 

this could not be done. 

Colonel QUin-Is your machinery sufficient to produce all the 

material you require? If your ma.chinery is to remain idle it 

will be an uneconomic bUSiness. 

. 
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Mr. Jordan suggested that 50% of all material to be 

Drovided should be hand broken. 
• if 

Mr. Ermis said/the gang mentioned by Mr. Jordan started 

naw in Q1erryorchard quarry they would be getting the benefit 

of l/bd:per ya.rd owing to rock shaken by blasting. Mr. Jordan's 

men shoul d bt1l1iged to start at the straight rock. 

The County SurveyolB said it woul d take the men 12 months 

lly handbreaking to get 2,500 yards of materia.l. 

Mr. Keegan-All the better. 

county Surveyor-But you want the material. 

Mr. Jordan-Get more men. 

Miss 0' ~.lyarl. asked if it would be possible for the County 

Surveyor to manage to provide a lit ~le employment in all the 

quar~ ies in view of the Christmas season. 

Mr. eyler called at tent ion to oarrigbyrne Quarry. The men 

whcro had been employed there had given sa.tisfaction but they 

were thrown out. He proposed they be reinstated and that they 
s 

get the preference for pieve work in the quarry at 6/0 per yard. 

Mr. Walsh seconded. 

Mr. Hayes asked if Mr . ,:eyler would specify in his proposal 

that the men who had been'vr orking since the new arrangement of 

orking it had come into operation would not be displaced. 

Mr. Corish said no question of throwing the first set of men 

out of employment arose. It wa.s found they were working a.t less 

than the other men in the County and f or longer hours. The 

Labour party submitted thIS was responsible for unemployment and 
~{ , 

suggested they be put ~. on direct labour and he understooa 

. thiS had been done. 

Mr. Jordan-These men were prepared to give you the material 

a.t 6/- per cubic yard which is les s than it could be obtained by 

direct .1.b our. 

County Surveyor-The condition of going to direct laoour Was 

that the work should be done at the same figure as the men had 

- ---

" 
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been domng it by p iece worle and figures were submi trt.ed to the 

Coilllty Council showi ng that th i s was the case. 

Mr. Shannon pOint ed out that when the men referred to hy 

Mr . Meyler were working in the quarry the Roads Inspection Commit­

tee found on their visit t here a lot of inferior mater ial mixed 

with clay. The men were repr imanded, the ganger put out of office 

and replaced by another man. 

Mr. Corish-We never suggested they should be thrown out. It 

is not throwing a man out of employmenL VI hen he is changed from 

piece work to day work. He (1tt. Corish) oOjected to these men 

working overtime. There were i dl e mell ill the district at the 

t ime but these quarrymen were allowed to do practically t wo day's 

work i n one. !his should not be allowed while their fell01l3 

were Walking about idle. 

Mr. Meyler s a.id he would move his motion in the following terms 

"That the men Who had been disemployed at Carr igbyrne quarry 

get the pref erence of employment there at piece work at 6/- per 

cub~c ¥ard and be errployed on the same conditions as. previoUSly 

ob t ained. If 

Mr. Walsh seconded. 

The Chairman suggested that 1,:r. Meyler should move the 

following instead 0 1" his proposal:-

"That the piece work system be restaxted at Caxrigbyrne quarry. 

Mr. Corish-we object to the same conditions as obtained 

there previously. 

Mr. O'Byrne- What about giving preference to married mn 

with families, and giving work to one person in each house so 

I, 

long as unemployment Was manifest in the diS trict? In the 

conditions prevai~ing in the past married men were supposed to get, 

the preference and you were not supposed t o give work to two or 

three people in the s~ouse. I understand thaL two or three 

of the Same family have been employed at CarrAgbyrne. 

Mr. Corish Proposed and l lU'. bl1all110n s econded the f oIl oWin~-

- -

~-------
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"That piece work be restarted in Can'igbyrne quarry." 

After discussion this was withdrawn by the propose~and 

seconded but was subsequently proposed by Mr. McCaxth~and 

seconded by Mr. Cummins. 

A vote Was taken on this pl)Oposal With the following resul t:­

For :-Messrs. Clince, Cummins, Keegan, ~:h.ccarthy, o I Byrne , 

and Miss O'Ryan •.. 6. 

Against :-Messrs. Brennan, Culleton, D' Arcy, Doran, Gibbon, 

Jordan, MerleI', Murphy, Roche, smyth and Walsh •.. 11. 

Declined to vote:- Messrs. Armstrong, Colfer, Cooney, Corish, 

Hayes, Ga~, Hall, QUin,Shamon and the Chairman •... 10. 

The Chairl~clared the motion lost. 

A poll was taken on Mr. Meyler's motion with the following 

resul t:-

For:t- Messrs. Brennan, Culleton, Cummins, D .};rcy, Doran, 

Gibbon, Hall, Jordan, Meyler, Murphy, Quin, lioche , Smyth, Walsh 

and the Chairman •.. 15. 

Against:- Messrs. Armstrong, Clince, colfer, Cooney, Cor ish, 

Gaul,-Hayes, Keegan, ~ccarthY, O'Byrne, Shannon and Miss O'Ryan.12. 

The thairman declared the motion carried. 

After adj ourrunent Colonel Gibbon called attention to the 

fact that the £3l,4B~ for main roads in County Surveyor's estimate 

was made up as follOWS in districts:- Gorey £5,b94. Enniscorthy 

£13,b~2. Wexford £5,e42. New Ross £6270, or according to percentage 

of expenditure:- Gorey l~. Enniscorthy 43t. Wexf~rd 1St. 
New Ross 20. He thought when Wexford Ermis cor thy road had 

been completed there would be a much bigger percentage availab~e 

for Wexford District in future years. It now appeared that Wexford 

district Was not to get a fair crack of me whip because the figure 

of £5,~42 included roads Which were not in the present Wexford 

Local Elec t oral area. He considered that in the revision of 

expenditure that would have to be made oWing to the cut ting down of 

the County Surveyor's estimate Wexford district sh Id 
.JI. ou receive 
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a bigger proportion of the expenditure. The road from Wexford 

to New Ross was growing worse and the road to Rosslare was in a 

terrible state . 

County Surveyor-The real point is the question of mileage. You 

will find that the mileage rate is approximately the $8lne but a 

greater number of miles happen to be in Enniscorthy district than 

in the others and mturally more money must be provided there. 

Continuing the gounty Surveyor explained how he had arr. ive ~t 
his estimate for eacn road. He -Fto the manner in which each 
road Was to be maintained witn the Assistant Surve:-ors and having 

regard to last years expenditure, the traffic, the condition of 

the road, the amount of tOTlll8ge required, the situation of the 

quarry ani-in fact all the other circumstances which wOUl~ffect the 

figur~ , necessary for maintenance. Wherever spraying 1l"orkI or 

improvement work had been carried out the maintenance f~gure 

had been curtailed. The average for trunk roads including spraying 

worked out at £130 per mile and on link roads £101. If spraying 

work was excluded from trunk roads the amount was £71.15 per mile. 

Where the normal cost had been about £150 to £157 per mile for non­

reconstructed main roads a certain amount of drai~ and patCh 

work would now be necessary on the reconstructed roads and this 

he had put down at £30 per mile. Spraying work cost from £160 to 

£180 per mile for second spr~~ing. 

Colonel Gibbon said that as regards spraying work it worked 

out as follows in districts:- Gorey £1975. Ermi scor thy £2960 . 

New Ross mbo and Wexford £160. 

Mr . Walsh suggested they should consider the maintenance amount 

for €!l.Ch trunk road one af ter -the other, then the 0 rdinary _ main 

roads and they woUld mow how they stood as regards the balance of 

the estimate. 

In reply to the Chairman the County Surveyor said that £1320 Was 

proposed to be spent on the trunk road between Wexford and Rosslare 

Harbo~e meeting was 
proceeding to deal With the other figures 
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for Wexford district when Mr. Corish moved:-

"That in view of the reduction in the County Surveyor's 

estimate the figures be sent back to him for reconsideration 

and adjustment and that the new set of figures be eonsidered 

by the Roads Coromi ttee." 

Mr . Hayee seconded the motion which was adopted. 

The County SUrveyor :u:kKmi asked if he were to take a pro. 

rata reduction for trunk and link roads as on County Roads. 

If this were done the grant of 50% forttrunk roads and 30% 

for link roads would be proportionately reduced and if the 

Minister considered the allocation for these roads was not 

sufficient they ran the risk otfosing the Grant al together. 

It was decided to leave this mat 't;er to the discretion of the 

County Surveyor. 

Mr. D' Arcy then proposed and Mr. Hall seconded the following 

resolution which WES passed:-

"That in all quarrL s where possible handbreaking be carried 

on at a piece work rate of 6/- per cubiC yard." 

Mr. D'Arcy proposed and Colonel Quin seconded the 

f ollowing Villi eft was ~upl.e-a:-

"That Contracts for thild and fourth class roads be entered 

into for three years from 31st Jarch, 1929, material to be sup­

plied from County Council quarries at 7/- per cubic yard. II 
6'""'- Wv'" 1J'~'s 'Y"l"f,ot'\ 

A vote was .takenwith the following result:-
I "-

For: -Messrs. Brennan, Culleton, D' A,l'cy, D:>ran, Gibbon, 

Hall , Jordan, Meyler, cCar thy , urphy, Quin, Hoche, Smyth, 

Walsh, iss O'Ryan and the Chairman •.. 16. 

Against:- essrs. Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Oooney, Corish 

Gaul, Hayes, Ke::: gan, 0 'Byrne, and Shannon .. 10. 

Mr. Cumtllins was not present when aote Was taken. 

The Chairman d eclared the motion carried. 

Ballinacarrig Lane. 

A prpposal to ex"end £100 for repair of old lane from 

I, 
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Road 134 in Bal _incarrig to Road 133 in Kilcavan stood in 

the name of Mr. Kee gan. 

Colonel Quin S~id he considered in view of the great 
-yV() 

stringency of money ~ ne road should be taken into account 

by the Council this yeer. 

Mr. Keegan said that the circumstances in connection with 

this l~e were explained in ful l by him to the Roads Committee. 

There were 20 fO 30 familie s 1 i ving on it. I+ad been made by 

some of the old ascendancy class but theBe were gone out of the 

Country and the anfortunete people living on the lane were not 

in a financial position to put the place in repair. They had no 

wasy to go to Mass or meeting -bring tneir crops to market or 

sending their children to school except by tnis lane which was 

practically impass~ble. He did not suggest the Council should 

make a new road there but grant £100 to allow of repair to make 

the place so that it coUl d be used by those concerned. 

Mr. O'Byrne in secondllIig said the repair Was badly needed. 

Mr. Treanor, Assistant Surveyor, said that everything stated 

by Mr. Keegan as regards the lane was true. £100 would simplY 

clean up the sides, but would provide for very little material. 

'Ihe Chairman aslced if the inhabitants were prepared to do 

~yi.;hing in the way of putting the place Ibn order. 

Mr . Keegan said he thought the lane had been constructed 

by the Earl of Courtown and as the late landlord he had b: en 

responsible for itymaintenance ~ to the period he went out of it. 

He would guarantee that the people concerned would do all that 

was possible and he WOill d insist on them making the most out of 

the £100. 

Chairman-But they have not put forward any offer as to What 

tney are prepared to do in the way of help. 

Mr. DtArCY proposed and~. Shannon seconded the following 

resolution which was adopted:-

"!hat conSideration of Grant of £100 towards repair of lane 

• , , 
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at Ballinacarrig be referred to Roads Committee . In the meantime 

that proposals in writing as to amount of help they propose giving 

be obtained from the local people. If 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 'lir. 

Keegan seconded by the Chairman: .IL 

"That County Councillors in Gorey Electoral area with YJl'. 

Treanor, Assistant Surveyor, inspect Ballinacarrig land- and 

report to next meeting of the Roads Cormnittee." 

If That they interview the local people with a view to obtaining 

a written guarantee as t o the amount of help wn.icn wow.d be 

forthcoming to supplement County COuncil grrult of £100 . 

Coragh Lane. 

The County Surveyor staGed that the oondi tion of this lane 

had been before th£Roads Com~ittee wh!ch had recommended i t 

ShOULd be r epaired oy t he County Council cat a cost of £500 and 

maintained in the future out of County funds. 
came 

Mr . uartin Kehoe, Coragh, EWmER/before the meet ing and explained 

that the l ane ran from the for ge in Coragh to Johnstown, Clonegal . 

He Came to the meeting to repeat the assurance given to the Roads 

Committee that there was no faxmer who would not gEve the help Of 

men and horses to assist in the work. If they Wer e not satiSfied 

that this was ·one of the wcr st lanes in the world. he would be 

prepared to withdraw his application. It was not fair to the 

ratepayer s concerned to ask them tp pay rates and not nave t Ile 

same . facilitt~s as other people . 

A d1=Scussion took place as to dOing half the lane and the .. 
balance in a future year. 

Mr . Ennis, Assistant Surveyor, said the place was roCk 

and the future maintenance would be high unless the £5~O estima.ted 

be spent on it. He did not count very much on the assistance to 

be given by the local people ; he did not believe it would be 

a great deal . 

Mr . Armstrong said the people of the district would de a good 

I, 
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deal of the work and would shape the road from fence to fence so 

that the Oounty Council would not have to do anything but the 

surfacing and the future maintenance~ 

Colonel Quin asked if the County Council gave the material 

would the local people do the rest. 

The Chairman suggested that the Council should fix a certain 

sum to expend on the lane provided a certain amount of work WaS 

done by the local people, before the Council did anything. In I, 

this ~y would have the matter in their own hands. ,...... 

The County SUrveyor sta.ted that one half of the lane would not 

cost more than £70 or £80 but if this only were done there was the 

risk that the work owing to the very steep hill on the other half 

woul d be washed away. It was a mis ta1-ce to do it piecemeal. 

Mr. D'Arcy proposed:-
.e~ 

"That £100 be voted for the repair of Coragh at Coragh end the 

local people supplying the necessary haulage and carrying out any 

other work which in the opinion of the County Surveyor should be 

done by them If 

Mr. Hall seconded. 

Colonel Gibbo~ thought it Would be better to allow the matter 

to remain for the present with the County Surveyor who could draw 

up a regular agreement of contract with specification of what WaS 

to be done and see What is actually meant in the work and material. 

The County Surveyor could then inform the Council What it was going 

to cost them and What the help offered by the local people would be 

worth. 

Mr. COr}sh proposea:-

"That the County COlL.-r:lcil agree provisionally to take over 

Coragh lane and that a sum of £250 be voted for its repair the County 

SUI'i:9por to report to next meeting of Roads Cormni ttee the amount 

of help whiCh the jocal people' propose to give, and if in his opinion 

these proposalS are satisfactory." 

Mr. Corish pOinted out that they had the opinion of the County 
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surveyor that if half of the lane which was most easily dealt 

with was repplred the whole work in a flood from the hill portion 

might be washed away and there was also the pOint that if they 

took over only half the lane they would be responsible if anything 

happened on the other end. 

Mr. Armstrong seconded the motion which was adopted Colonel 

Quin and Mr. Roche dis fenting. 

Mr. D'Arcy said he would give the necessary n~tice of motion I, 

to bring this lane within the provisions of Section 25(1) of the 

Local Government Act of 1925. 

Knockduff Lane. 

A motion stood in the name of Mr. Jordan that a sum of £70 

be allocated for the repair of Knockduff lane. 

Mr. Jordan im moving said that the matter had received 'very 

full consideration from the Roads Conmi ttee and it was not 

necessary to deal with it at length. 

Mr . Shannon seconded the motion which was adopted, Colonel 

Quin and Mr. Roche dissenting on the ground that the County Council 

could not take over any new roads at present, as the County could 

not afford the outlay. 

Mr. Jordan said he would give the necessary notice to bring 

the road within the provisions of Section 25(1) of the Local 

Government Act of 1925 . 

Monglass ~. 

Mr. Jordan moved that as recommended by the Roads Committee 

£40 be voted for repair of Monglass lane. 

Mr. Shannon sec~nded the motion which was adopted. 
Colonel Quin and Mr. Roche dissented. 

Mr. Jordan said he would give the necessary notice of motion 

to bring the road within the provisions of section 25(1) of the 

Local Goverrupent Act of 1925. 

Barraglan Lane. 

Mr. O'Byrne proposed:-
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"That a sum of £1,200 be allocated for repair of BarJlaglan 

lane. The amount he Said was big but there was a big stretch 

of Country concerned and it had been recommended by a Comm1 ttee." 

r, Gaul seconded. 

Colonel G1bbon said the work had been turned down by the 

D1strict Council. 

Mr; Enn1s sattl toot the lane was one and a half m1les 

long-half a mile of ~ew :o~ would have to be made. It was I, 

in his opinion pure nonsense to go on with the proposal. 

Colonel Qu1n proposed:-

"That the proposal to repair Barraglan lane at a cost of 

£1,300 be rejected." 

Mr. Brennan seconded. 

A poll was taken with the following result:-

For reject1on:- Messrs. Bre~,Culleton, D'Arcy, Doran, 

Gibb~n,Jordan, Meyler, MUrphy~ QUin, Roche, Smyth, Walsh, 

Miss O'Ryan and the Chairman •.. 14. 

Against:- Messrs. Armstrong, r.lince, Colfer, Cooney, Corish, 

Gaul, Hall, Hayes, MCCarthy, 0' Byrne, and Shannon. 11. 

Messrs. Cummins and Keegan were not pressnt when poll was 

taken. 

The Chairman declared th~roposal to take over the lane 

rejected. 

Hedge Cutting. 

Mr. Treanor, Assistant SUrveyor, reported that notices to 

cut hedges had been served on William Somers, Limerick, Kil aner in, 

Thomas Hall, Ballinacree, Inch, Thomas Barrett, CooliShall, 

Bryan 1urphy, Par kD awn , Gorey. Mrs. Lynch,Ballinclare} but work 

had not been carried out. 

The following reao~ution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. o 'Byrne , seconded by Mr. D'Arcy:-

"That proceedings be instituted against the persons reported 

to this meeting as having failed to comply With st t t 
a u ory notice 
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to cut hedges which are detrimental to roads." 

Rate Collection. 

The following motion of which previmus notice had been given 

was moved by Mr. Roche:-

"That for the purpose of completing the collection of oljt­

standt.."lg arrears and of current rate in District No.5, the 

resolution of the Council appointing Mr. James Quirke to perform 

this work be rescinded and that the collection be divided between J, 

Messrs. Quirke and Furlong, Rate Collectors these collectors to 
) 

agree amongst themselves as to the electoral divisions of 

Mr. cCarthy in which they propose to collect. 

Mr. Gaul seconded. 

Under date 8th December, 1928 the following letter (G.79294-

1928 Loch Garman) was read from the Department of Local Government: 

Adverting to the Minutes of the Wexford County Council of the 

12th ultimo regarding the suspension of Deputy Collector Michael 

McCarthy (No 5 District) and Collector J.J. Kelly (NO 14 District) 

from their offices pursuant to Article B 99 of the pUblic Bodies 

Order, 1925, I ~n directed by the Minister for Local Government and 

Public Health to spate the he concurs in the withdrawal of the 

Council's consent to Mr. Michael McCarthy acting as Deputy for 

Collector Charles McCarthy. 

Failing the immedia.te resumption of duty by Col lector 

Charles McCarthy, the Minister approves of the proposed a.PPointment 

of Collector Quirke (No.1 District) to close the 1927/8 collection 

in No. 5 District, provided Collector Charles McCarthy 's sureties 

agree. The Minister has not been supplied wi th any adequate 

reason for the continued absence of 1~. Charles McCarthy from duty 

and unless the Council are fully satisfied that he is genuinely 

incapacitated they should forthWith pass a resolution terminating 

his services with a view to vacating the office, the sanction of 
he 

the Minister will be necessary and when this had bee~ne/Will be 
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prepared to approve of the proposed appointment of Collector 

Quirke to collect the current rate~ in No. 5 District, subject 

to adequate secutity to cover the extra sum to be collected. 

The Minister confirms the suspension from office of 

Collector J.J. Kelly (No. 14 District) and removes him from Off ice 

The Minister alSo §Pproves of the proposed arrangements for the 

closing of the 1927-28 and the col l ection of the 1928-9 rates in 

thiS District (No.14) by Collectors O'Reil l j and Sinnott provided 

Col l ector Kelly's sureties agree as regards the 1927-8 warrant for J, 

~ whiCh they still remain responsible. Collectors O'Reilly and 

Sinnott should be requirea to provide adequate additional security 

for the additional current rates to be collected by them. 

Copies of letters addre sed to Messrs . McCarthy and Kelly 

are enclosed for the Council's information. 

The r esolution was adopted and it W~lSO decided that 

Collector Quirke's personal security in res~ect of work in Mr. 

McCar thy's district be reduced to £100 and that Furlong ~rovide 

further personal security of £100 wither by addition to his 

present personal bond or by new personal bond in the amount. 

secondary SCholarship Scbame. 
ns 

In connection with the above sCheme the following recommendati( 

of Scholarships Committee were submltted:-

Primary Scholarship SCheme. 

"That the aggregate valua"tion of parents or guardians 
1: Sa..JMA 

competing should be raised from £50 to £75." ,.. 

Recommended that :tliD.e Council fix the value of Schol arships 

at £50 for the four years for which they are tenable; that the 

figure for bursaries should remain at £15 and maximum amount 

of scholarship, where ordinary residence of Scholrship holder 

is convenient to railway ofdther means of locomotion in order to 

attend seconday School, at i,J0 should stand. fI 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

. r. o 'Byrne, seconded by Mr. Shannon:-
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"That the recommendations of Scholarships Corumi ttee submitted 

to this meeting be and are hereby adopted." 

Wexford Corporation and Motor Traffic in Main street. 

The following resolution was received from wexford Corpotatior 

"!hat we, the Corporation of Werlord, hereby request the 

wexford County Council to be so good as to make avplication to the 

Minister for Local Government and Public Health under Section 

7(4) of the Roads Act 1920, for an Order to prohibit heavy motor . :; , 
lorries from traversing the Main stret of Wexford, and to suBsti-

tute the Wexford Quays as an alternative route for such vehicles. " 

In forwarding the resolution the Town Clerk, Wexford wrote 
) 

under date 5th I)3cember as follows:-

The Corporation of Wexford have had under cpnsideration on 

several occasions recently, the ad~sability of prohibiting, if 

possible, the passage of he avy motor lorries throughth~&1n street, 

and compel 1 ing drivers of such vehicles to use the QUays as an 

alternative route when coming into, or going out of town. 

The Main stteet, as you are awaxe, is very narrow in . some 

parts, and on Saturday nights especially, when it is overcrowded 

with pedestrians, the passage through it of motor Cars and motor 

lorries constitutes a grave menace tD life and limb. 
o , 

The matter was again before the Corporation at their 

statutable meetibg on Monday last, when it was eX'91ained tha.t a ny 

application for an Order for the diversion of heavy motor traffic 

shoUld be made under Section 7(4) of the loads Act 1920 to the 

Minister for Local Government and Public Health, but through the 0 

medium of Wexford County Council. 

Accordingly the accoIjl.panying resolution was unanimously 

adopted on the mat t er, and I was directed to forward it to you, 

with a request that you would lay it before the County Couhcil at 

the earliest available op~ortunity. 

The Corporatiom will be prepared to tender evidence of the 

inconvenience caused by the passage of heavy X vehicles thrOugh the 
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principal thoroughfare of the town at any inquiry which the 

Minister may decide to hold on the matter. 

r. Corish in reply to the Chairman said the Corporation woulc 

contribute to the cost of the inquiry any amount which they 

legally could pay. He then proposed the following resolution:-

"That the Minister for Local Government be requested to 

arrange for holding of local Inquiry to prohibit heavy motor 

lorries from traversing the Main Street, Wexford and to substi tutEI, 

wexford Quays as +ternative route for such vehicles." 

Mr. O'Byrne seconded the resolution which was adopted. 

Sealed Order-Water SUpply DUnsinane. 

sealed Order of Minister for Local Government under date 

29th November, 1928 (P.H. 74,934-1928) fixing the Clonroche 

Dispensary District as the area of charge for improving and 

maintainimg Water-supply at DunSinane was read. 

Road Grant. 

The secretary reported that £343 had been received since las· 

meeting of the Roads Committee from Department of LOcal GovernmenJ 

in respect of Roads T.ll (£296) and T.16 (£74). 

Petrol Pump in Gorey. 

Under date 30th November 19?8, the Department of Local 

Government (Roads) wrote (IR/93/32) forwarding copy of appeal 

from Mes s~s. Bates and Son, Gorey against the decision of the 

County Council declinin~ to renew licence for petrol pump and 

asking for a statement of the Council's views in the matter. 

The lett er of appeal from Messrs. Bates and Son having 

been read the Secretary sta.ted that when Messrs. Bates applied 

for licence ama it was granted but in issuing it was forgotten 

to point out to them that Council ~~Pted ~ resolution that t~ 
Council would not grant a licence. for any pump the tank of which . 

was under the footpath. 

Mr. Treanor, tae day after issue of 14cence called attention 
to the resolution in question and Bates were notified. At that 
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time they had only about an hour's work done. They refused to 

stop work ftUd erected pump With tank under the footpath. The 

Council allowed the mat t er to stand but informed Messrs. Bates 

two or three times during the year that they woUld not grant a 

nenewal of licence unless tank was removed from under the foot­

path. Messr s . Bates took no notice. ~ley allowed the licence to 

lapse and on application ~ for new licence the Council refused 

to grant it and called attention to their resolution that they 

would not grant a licence in respect of an¥ pump the tank of whiCh 

was under the footpath, so long as resolution remained on the 

books, but that if Messrs. Bates would place tank of pump 

on their own premises licence woUld be granted, subject to site 

etc. being apyroved by the County burveyor. 

It was decided to forward the secretary's statement in this 

matter to the Department of Local Government. 

Committee-County Library Service. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Colonel Gibbon seconded by Mr. Corishl-

"That as recommended by County Library Committee, Rev. John 

Sinnott, Adm. Wexford, be appOinted a member of Library Commi ttee 

vice Rev. R. Fitzhenry, P.P. deceased. 

Poisons and Pharmacy Act Licence. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of vIr. 

Shannon seconded by the Chairman:-

"That reneWal of Poisons and Pharmacy Act licence be granted 

William Hogan, FethaId-on-Sea 

storage T~ etc. 

Under date 3rd December, 1928 the Irish B.P. Company 11-13 

O'Connell street, Dublin wrote forwarding drawings showing building 

etc. whiCh they proposed er.ct1ng and 1nstalling on iand at Temple­

shannon, Enniscorthy, the property of Messrs. J. Donohoe,Ltd. and 

asked the approval of the County Council to thrlans. The County 

Surveyor sta.ted that in his opinidm tha CGuncil should not approve 

, 
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of the proposal unless all the buildings concerned were placed 

30 feet from the eentre of the road. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. McCarthy seconded by Colonel Gibbon:-

HThay4h$ Irish B.P. company, 11-13 O'Connell Street, Dublin 

be informed that the Wexford County Council having considered 

their letter of the 3rd December, 1928 and accompanying plans 

cannot see their . way to approve of erection of proposed buildings, 

stor~ tanks, etc., at Enniscorthy, unless same are placed 

in pOSitions at least 30 feet from the centre of the public road. 

Food and Drugs ActS. 

~e follOWing resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. O'Byrne, seconded by Mr. Corish:-

"bat Guard Michael Stephens 7,101 Bunclody be appointed 

ex-offi~io Inspector under Food and Drugs Acts vice Guard M.M. 

0' carroll transferred." 
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