






Council of County Counoils on the deeision as to the resolution. 

Chairman - The or1g1nal resolut10n was not passed. A 

resolution of another sort was. 

Miss O'Ryan stated that acoording to the Press the Chair­

man was reported as s8¥1ng that there was only a certain 

polit1cal party to blame for not having entered the Dail at ' 

the tlme the f1nanclal agreement was passed. ' That sa1d Miss 

O'Ryan; was certainly an 19norant remark. 

Cha1rman - I am obliged to 'ou (laughter). 

Miss O'Ryan continuing, sald that the flnanolal agree­

ment was never put to the Dail. 

Chairman - I tell you it was put to the I:e.1l, and I was 

there at the t1m8. 

Miss O'Ryab - It was not. 

Chairman - I tell you it was aDd I was at the divis10n 

on 1 t. I am DOt going to be ohallenged by you. I was there 

at the time and I voted againSt the f inanciaJ. agreement. 

MiSS O'Ryan - The terms of the financial agreement were 

never put to the Dail. 

Col. Quin - Is thiS not politios. Can't you do without 

politics ? 

Chairman - You can. I am quite anx10us the thing would 

be oleared up. 

Col. Qu1n - I thlnk it is out of order. 

Miss OIRYan - It 1s not out of order ! 

Col. Quln - e don't want politios. 

M1ss O'Ryan revert1ng to the flnanc1al agreement . 
re1 terated that 1 t had DOt been put to the l)!.ll or to the 

people J and the Chairman, she added, was employed at the time 

Invotlng for Coero1on Aots. 

The Qla1rman repl1ed that no O+d more for tbB country 

or the county than he d1d at the ti~ to save the D9cks of 

young people When they were a.t stake. If l41ss O'Ryan., he 

oontln~d, only l.w:3w what he went through for hIs fellow-
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oountry men and h1s own countyaen, she would not have made 

such a remark which was b~ed on ignorance. 

Miss Q'Ryan - It t S not. 

Chairman - I 11,1 not have any more f rom you. The people 

are well aware of What I did. I did more than SOIlS of them 

who are there now. 
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------------
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© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



A meeting of Wexford County Council was held in County 

Council Chamber , County Hall , Wexford, on 24th AUE>ust , 1931 . 

I 

Present :- Hr . H. Doyle, Chairman, (presiding) also !essrs :-

James Armstrong, John Brennan, James Clince , Pe.trick Colfer , 

Thomas Cooney, Richard Corish , John Culleton, John Cummi ns , 

Timothy F. D'Arcy, Col . C. H. Gibbon, James Hall , Patrick Hayes , 

l:Iichael Jordan, William P. Keegan, Thomas 1 aylor , Thomas l1cCarthy, 

John !urphy, Sean O' Byrne , Miss Nellie O' Ryan, Col . R. P.Wemyss 

uin, Ja;nes Shannon, 1"yles Smyth a.nd Jsflles E. Walsh . 

The Secretary, County Surveyor, Mr . Elgee , SoliCitor, 

and Messrs Treanor , Ennis, Cullen and Birthistle, Assistant 

Surveyors , were also in attendance . 

The Minutes of la.st meeting were read and confirmed . 

PAYllENTS 

Treasurer ' s Advice Note for £6604: 13: 4d was examined and 

signed . 

REPORT OF COUNTY SURVEYOR 

The following report was submitted by County Surveyor :­

"Both Contractors for laying conceete roads in the County, 

under Grant , have now commenced work . The Pioneer Company have 

already started laying the screeds , and ill com~lence laying 

eoncrete shortly . l:essrs Lee are preparing material in Cherry-

orchard Quarry, and are also making other arrangements . 

In connection with concrete roads I beg to point out that 

final settlement has not been made with Messrs Hull for work on 

Ferrycarrig-vlexford Road . Also , in regard to l!essrs Hull I have 

a claim for hire of machinery, and for quarry charge in connection 

wi th their Contract in Enniscorthy Urban Area . These 6.ccounts 

have been furnished Lessrs Hull on several occasions, but they 

have not yet been dealt with. I consider that the matter should 

be put in the hands of our Solicitor . 

I have a letter from the Pioneer Company asking for final 

payment on the GoreY- Courtown Road . The period of maintenance i s 
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now more than up, but I have deferred dea.ling with this on 

account of defeots whioh I have pointed out to the Company, 

and whioh have not been made good . The Company gives an under­

taking to make good these defeots at a future date, and asks for 

final oertifioate whioh will not relieve them of responsibility. 

I have an applioation from the New Ross Boat Club for 

permission to break an entranoe through road boundary wall to 

enable them to oarry out improvements to Club premises. I take 

it that the entranoe will be only temporary, and, if so, it may 

be agreed to, provided that the wall is properly restored. 

The Postal Authorities have reoently opened the Streets in 

New Ro~s in a number of plaoes, and I have been in oommunioation 

with them in regard to their proper restoration. They now ask me 

to restore the footways, and furnish them with the aooount, I ask 

for autbority to do this. 

After last Counoil meeting I wrote Mr . Bowen, County Surveyor, 

Kilkenny, with referenoe to inspeotion of New Ross Bridge with the 

Joint Committee of the two Counoils. Mr . Bowen informed me that 

his Counoil would not meet for some time, and it would be advisable 

for us to make a preliminary inspeotion, so as to have definite 

information for the Committee. I met Mr . Bowen on the 21st instant, 

and spent some hours in a thorough examination of the bridge. In 

the first plaoe, I have to report that the struoture is absolutely 

sound, and there is no immediate neoessity for aotion. We noted 

that in a number of plaoes the surfaoe 'water finds its way through 

road and footway surfaoes, and this is oausing wasting of the 

buckled floor plates. The reoent spray work on the Bridge has very 

muoh reduced this peroolation, but we oonsider that it is essential 

that a perfeotly water-tight surfaoe should be made over the whole 

bridge. There are three ordinary methods of dealing with this -

(1) by laying a heavy ooat of tar maoadam with oonstant Bitumen 

surfaoe dressings: (2) laying a coat of asphalt over the whole Area, 
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and (3) laying down a concrete road surface. In considering 

these methods we believe that the concrete will be the most 

effective, and the cheapest in the long rum, as there will be 

no maintenance or repair on it for a number of years. In regard 

to the present painting of the structure, we found that except 

where the water has percolated through there is little need for 
have 

painting, and I suggest that I be authorised to/these places 

scraped and touched up with paint, pending the thorough painting, 

after laying down the water-tight surface on the roadway. There 

are some temporary measures which may be adopted to further improve 

the existing surface with bitumen dressing, and with your authority 

I propose dealiug with these out of the ordinary maintenance. I 

suggest that after the Oommittee's inspection, ~r. Bowen and myself 

jOintly prepare a detailed report of the condition of the bridge 

and submit plans and estimates to the November meeting dealing with 

proposals for next year. 

I have already notified the Oouncil that I made an inspection 

of Ferrycarrig Bridge with an expert in connection with the under­

pinning of the abutment. I now have a preliminary scheme for this 

work by insertion of "pressure" piles, and I am satisfied that 

something of this nature is abolutely essential to prevent further 

movement, and consequent damage to the bridge. The firm gives me 

a rough estimate for this work at £1,700. 

On the same date I examined the Pier Head at Oourtown 

Harbour with the expert, and have an elaborate sbheme for its 

restoration. In my opinion, this work is much too large an under­

taking in view of the requirements of the harbour, and the finances 

of the Council. The Scheme, no doubt, would make a perfect job, 

but I consider that a very much less expenditure will serve, and 

I propose preparing a modified scheme myself to submit to the 

Council. Mr. Treanor, Assistant Surveyor, reports to me that 

there is further movement at the Pier Hea~, so that work should be 
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put in hands without delay. 

, I have a letter from the Insurance Brokers with reference 

to the Employers Liability Policy (No.l10753l) at present held by 

the Council. After discussion with them I suggest that the 

Assistant Surveyors should be protected with respect to Comn1on 

Law Liability, and the premium to be charged for this will be 

at the rate of one,-aixth per-cent on their total earnings, so that 

it will not mean a serious item, and I consider cover should be 

t'aken. " 

The following resolution waS. adopted on the motion of llr. 

O'Byrne, seconded by Mr. Brennan:-

"That the report of County Surveyor presented to this 

meeting be received and considered. II 

Pioneer Road Construction Company. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

l' r. D' Arcy, seconded by Mr. Brennan:-

"That the Oounty Surveyor make final payment to Pioneer 

Road Oonstruction Company, East all, Dublin, for improvement 

' work on Gorey-Courtown Road, withholding sufficient to make good 

any necessary repairs." 

Barrow Boat Club. 

r. Thomas Carroll, Hon.Sec., of this Club, wrote County 

Surveyor, under date 21st August,193l, stating that his Committee 

requested permission to break an entrance through wall on north 

side of Qlubhouse on New-Ross-Haterford Road to enable them to 

carry out some improvements to their premises. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Mr. D'Arcy, seconded by Mr. O'Byrne:-

"That application of Barrow Boat Club, New Ross, to make 

temporary entrance to their premises through Road wall on New 

Ross-Waterford Road,be agreed to , provided the work of breaking 

through wall and its restoration be ca.rried out to the satisfaction 

of the County Surveyor." 

Postal Authorities and Repair New Ross Streets 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of }.~r. 
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O'Byrne, seconded by Mr. Brennan:-

IIThat the proposal of County Surveyor to carry out repair 

of New Ross streets, interfered with by the Department of Posts 

and Telegraphs,be and is hereby approved, County Surveyor to 

furnish account of cos t to the Department." 

New Ross Bridge. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

.fr. D'Arcy, seconded by I!r~ Brennan:-

IIThat the observations in report of County Surveyor presented 

to this meeting be referred to the Joint Committee representing 

~exford and Kilkenny County Councils appointed to inspect and 

report on the condition of New Ross Bridge." 

Ferrycarrig Bridge 

The County Surveyor said the concrete was not laid on any 

real foundation but on the side of the bank mostly shale and mud. 

The only way to deal with it was to underpin the whole thing or 

take the whole abutment down and rebuild in a different way. But 

this work need not interfere with traffic. 

Oolonel Gibbon proposed, and Kr. O'Byrne seconded, the 

following resolution which was adopted:-

IIThat we ask the Government to give special consideration 

in the shape of a grant to repair Ferrycarrig Bridge which is on 

a National road over which there is a very large volume of through 

traffiC. In view of this we are of opinion that the entire cost 

of repair should be carried out from State funds~ 

The following resolution waS adopted on the motion of Mr. 

Corish, seconded by IiI'. Hall:-

"That the Local Government Department (Roads) be requested 

to send down an Inspector to consult with the County Surveyor as 

to the best means of repairing Ferrycarrig Bridge. II 

Oourtown Harbour Pier Head 

t6nder date 21st August,1931, llr. Treanor, Assistant Surveyo~ 

for the district, reported that he had inspected the North Pier 
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at Courtown Harbour that day and found it had subsided very much 

in centre of hea.d. The crack across the Pier had now become a 

gap about eighteen inches wide. 

The County Surveyor said he intended to underpin the pier 

with concrete bag work. The Scheme of the expert at £2,300 would 

make a pier co~~ensurate with a place like Plymouth and recommended 

too big a job. Mr . Lee, Arklow, who had considerable experience 

of this class of work, was willing to carry out the bag work on a 

piece work basis, but was not prepared to quote a figure for the 

whole work. He (County Surveyor) thought the bag work would 

cost about £1,000. He would write to the Department of Lands and 

Fisheries for a contribution towards the cost of the work. They 

had in Public Works' Estimate £250 towards the cost but he was 

afraid the balance would have to be raised by loan. 

Mr . O'Byrne proposed,and ·r. D'Arcy seconded,the following 

resolution which Was adopted:- "That the County Surveyor be 

directed - in view of the urgency of the matter - to carry out the 

necessary repairs at Pier at Oourtown Harbour. That a loan of 

£750 be obtained from our Treasurer to complete this work. That 

the County Surveyor apply to the Department of Lf!nds and FiSheries 

for a substantial State 6ontribution towards the cost~ 

Assistant Surveyors' Insurances 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of ~!r.O'Byrne I 

seconded by lir e Hall :-

"That the recommendation of County Surveyor as to Insurances 

of Assistant Surveyors in respect of Oommon Law Liability be agreed 

to, the amount for calculation to be only the salaries of these 

officers. It 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

l:r . Hall, seconded by 'Jr. O'Byrne:-

"That the report of County Surveyor as considered at this 

meeting be and is hereby adopted." 
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7 
ASSISTAliT SURVEYOR OIUEILL 

Under date 20th August ,1931, letter Was read from Mr. 

P. O' Neill , Assistant Surveyor, asking permission to be absent 

from duty for a few days for family reasons. His mother was 

about to undergo an operation and he would have to accompany 

her to hospital. 

Mr. B'Byrne proposed, and Mr. Brennan seconded, the following 

resolution which was adopted:-

"That .£.1'. P. O' Neill, Assistant Surveyor , be granted a week 's 

leave of absence owing to the illness of his mother ." 

EXTRA TRAFFIO ON ROADS 
---------------------

The following under date 22nd August,193l, Was read from · 

lira J. F. Birthlstle, Assistant Surveyor:-

liThe above roads (625 and 626) are in vixy bad order, and 

are now getting excessive traffic owing to ssmd haulage etc., to 

1iew Ross Road. 

The Contractor, John Kiely, Blackhall , Glynn, has done no 

work and so far as I am aware is not in a position to do the work. 

He has asked to be relieved of the two roads, and I think it would 

be very advisable to ta.,1(e them from him as they require im.."J.ediate 

at t ention, and will require constant attention for the next few 

months . II 

The County Surveyor conSidered this was a reasonable request. 

They were throwing excessive traffic on these back roads in 

consequence of the i~provement in concrete of the Road between 

Wexford and New Ross. The Oontractor said he was not able to keep 

them for the money and it would not be equitable, in the circumstancef 

to compel him to do so. 

r. OIByrne proposed, and lir. Brennan seconded,the following 

resolution which Was adopted :-

"That contracts for Roads 625 and 626 with John Kiely, Blackhall, 

Glynn, be cancell.fld and that said roads be placed in charge of 

Ooun~y Surveyor." 
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ROAD BALLYCARNEY TO CLOH.A1~ON 

.' r. licCarthy said he had been asked to call the attention 

of the Oouncil to the condition of the back road between Bally-

carney and Clohamon. It was in a very dangerous condition and 

numerous complaints had been made to him about it. It 'as very 

narrow in parts and there were dangerous corners at some places 

and it was only by a miracle that a very serious accident Was 

averted recently between a bus and a lorry at one of these corners. 

He thought some warning signs should be erected on the road which 

was receiving an abnormal amount of traffic since it Was adopted 

as an alternative route to Bunclody on account of the improvement 

work on main road between Bunclody and Enniscorthy . 

In reply to the Chairman, the Oounty Surveyor stated that the 

diversion of the traffic would continue for a few months . 

The Ohairman stated he as over the road about ten days 

previously, and he did not consider it extraordinarily bad. 

~r. Ennis , Assitant Surveyor, stated that 2hx the road would 

be in a frightful condition in two 01' three weeks . It was getting 

all the traffic. 

The Oounty Surveyor stated that a lorry and a motor would 

find it hard to pass on it at places . 

~r . Armstrong suggested that portion of the traffic might 

be diverted with advantage to the Oastledockrill road. 

liT. Ennis said he would pTefer that one roa,d only would be 

broken up by the traffic. 

The following Tesolution was adopted on the motion of 

r. ~,{c Oar thy , sec onded by Mr. 0 ' Byrne :-

"That danger signs calling attention to the condition of 

the road between Ballycarney and Strahart particularly, be 

displayed until the road has been put into a proper state of 

repair and improvement work on Enniscorthy-Bunclody main road 

be completed." 

On the proposition of Mr. McOarthy, seconded by 11r . O'BYTne, 
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it was decided to spend £50 from the contingencies fund on 

repairing the road. 

EXFORD-GO~~ ROAD 
--------------~--

~r. Hall referred to the condition of the Wexford-Gorey 

road between Curratubbin and Ballyedmond which, he said, was 

in very bad way. 

·[r. Ennis stated there was about two miles of the road very 

ba.d. Very little could be done with it except by steam-rolling. 

The other portions of the road he wa.s making good. It would be 

wasting woney to do anything with the other two miles unless they 

got a grant for steam-rOlling. 

Mr. Hall suggested that material be got for the road from 

~ Carrigeen quarry instea.d of from Ballyregan. 

r. Ennis said he was USing the material from both quarries. 

I· r. Colloton - Is this the only bad section of road in.ir. 

Ennis's district 1. 

Mr. Ennis - Indeed it is not. This is a particular case ; it 

is probably one of the worse main roads I have. 

Ur . Hall - It's a road on Which there is more local traffic 

than on any road in the County. 

Colon~l Quin - There is not very much traffic on it. 

On the motion of Mr. O'Byrne, seconded by Ur. Ha.ll, it Was 

decided to allocate £30 from the contingencies fund for repairs to 

the road. 

DUNCANNON ROAD AND PIER 

Mr. Cummins aSked that the road from the Doctor's gate to 

Ramsgrange and Duncannon should be made passable. He had proposed 

that repair be carried out but his suggestion had been turned down. 

It was decided to postpone consideration of the matter until 

r. O'Neill, Assistant Surveyor, had resumed duty. 

Mr. Corish mentioned that there were complaints from local 

fishermen that they could not draVl in their nets with safety at 
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at Duncannon owing to the rugged condition of the face of the 

pier. The only work involved would be pointing. Oontinuing 

Mr. Corish asked, as the Waterford Harbour Oommissioners collected 

the dues at the pier, would it be possible to get ~hem to effect 

some necessary repairs there. The Harbour was silting up and 

dredging was badly needed. The people down there were in 

consequence suffering. He then proposed the following resolution:­

"That the attention of the 'vaterford Harbour Oommissioners 

be called to the unsatisfactory condition of Duncannon Harbour 

at which dredging is urgently required. As the Waterford Harbour 

Commissioners collect Harbo~r dues We consider they should be 

responsible for keeping ~ a: condi tion which would allow of the 
1\ 

local fishermen utilising it." 

~r . Colfer, in seconding, said that he had raised the matter 

on consideration of the Public Works Estimates but nothing had been 

done. 

The resolution was adopted unanimously. 

rr . Oorish said he had no objection to that course being 

taken. An inspector from the Department would be visiting the 

place this week . 

LurOLEUJ. FOR OOUNTY COUnCIL OHAMBER 
----------------------------------

Colonel Quin proposed tha.t the floor of the Oounty Oouncil 

Ohamber, owing to the difficulty of hearing anything s~id at 

meetings ther~ be covered with linoleum. 

Mr . Corish Seconded. 

The Chairman said it would look very peculiar if the Council 

put linoleum on their own meeting room a.nd would not give it to 

the Judge. 

Mr . D'Arcy proposed, and Mr. Hall seconded, the following 

amencbnent :-

"That consideration of the question of providing linoleum for 

County Oouncil Ch~~ber be adjourned until the Council saw the 

result of sheeting the ceiling of the cha~ber with an anti-

vibr2.tion covering." 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



(I 

After some discussion, the Ohairman directed a show of 

hands on the original resolution when it \,11as found that four 

voted in favour and 14 against , the others not voting. 

The Ohairman decls.red Oolonel Quin' s motion lost. 

FURTHER LEAVE OF ABSENOE - liR . T. HOORE 
--------------------------------------

The following from Anchor Hotel , Newca.stle, County iYicklow, 

and under date 8th August,1931, was read from Mr. Tim ~oore of the 

County Surveyor's Clerical Staff:-

li As my leave of absence from duty expires on the 27th instant 

I interviewed the doctor here and he has reco~ended me for a 

further month 's treatment. He stated my progress has been very 

good . I shall be very gla.d if you will bring my application for 

the necessary leave before next meeting of the Finance Committee 

a.nd oblige." 

A certificate,under date 5th August,1931, Was read from 

Dr . C. F. Cullen, Assistant R.M.O., Newcastle Sanatoriura ,that 

Mr . oore would benefit by at least another month 's treatment. 

At the meeting of Finance Committee on 13th August,1931, 

~r. O' Byrne proposed, and Mr . Shannon seconded, the following 

resolution which was adopted:-

"That we recommend the Council to grant Hr . Tim ;:oore of 

County Surveyor 's Department , a further month 's sicle leave 8.S from 

27th August,19~1." 

r. 'urphy proposed, and L.r. Keegan seconded, the confirmation 

of the ..x.ecommenda.tion of the Finance Committee. 

Passed ~.£.2.!l. 

Under date 21st August , 1931, the Depa.rtment of Local Gove!'nment 

(Roa.ds) wrote (R/RS/32) that it Was noted the Council had granted a 

further month 's sick leave to Mr . Moore. 

SALE OF COMPENSATION STOCK 

The following recommendation of the Finance Oommittee, 

in respect of meeting held on 13th August,1931, \'Va,s .adopted, on 
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the notion of ~r. O'Byrne, seconded by Mr. Corish:­

"That :;Pfo Compensation Stock No. E.28202 and 28636 be 

redeemed at £100. 

That Seal of the Wexford County Council be affixed to Form 

of Request to Na.tional City Bank Ltd., Dublin, for transmission 

by post of Warrants for Redemption money." 

"That 5%. Compensa tion Stock No. 28199/201, 28238, 28637/39, 

28652 be sold at par v~lue, viz., £400 plus accrued interest in 

accordance with Contract arranged by ~G.r. James J. Keating, Stock-

broker, Wexford. 

"That iaeal of the Wexford County CounCil be affixed to 

letter of Attorney transferring ~ Compensation Stock No.28199/20l, 

28238, 28637/39, 28652 to Hubert Briscoe, Desmond ~~tler and 

Victor Charles Cole, 18 & 19 College Green, Dublin." 

DRAI NAGE AINTENANE ACT 1924 
----------------------------

The following resolution wa.s adopted on the motion of the 

Chairman, seconded by 1 r . . urphy:-

IIThat the following statement re working of Drainage 

Maintenance Act 1924,drawn up by the Finance Committee at meeting 

of 13th August,1931, be furnished to General Council of County 

Councils in reply to a query from that body:-

'The Drainage J:aintenance Act,1924, has not worked satisfactori13 

in this County. The only Scheme taken over is Kilmannock, and the 

ratepayers con~ned have held all along that the work there, while 

fairly effective, Was entirely too costly. Another Scheme, The 

Sow, was i mproved by t he Comm issioners of Public Works, but the 

CounCil, over two years ago, declined to take it over since the 

ratepayers responsible held that the work was carried out at 

exorbitant cost and had been absolutely ineffective - in fact, they 

contend that instead of obviating the flooding the new work has 

had the contrary effect. The amendment which Council suggest is 

that modification be made in the statutory provisions compelling 

a Council to take over a Scheme which fails to satisfy the local 
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ratepayers and obliging them to be at continual war with 

disgruntled people. Before carrying out any scheme the nature 

and description of the work should be submitted to the Council 

concerned and their approval obtained. At present they have 

no "say" in this matter . here even very slight improvements are 

effected by the Offioe of Publio Works the latter can pass the 

scheme over to the County Council Which has no redress. II 

PROPOSED SALE OF FORTVIEW 
------------------------

The following extract from the Minutes of Finance Committee 

meeting of 13th August,1931, was 8ubmitted:-

" ' r. Elgee , SoliCitor, reported that at the auction of above 

premises on the 12th instant the reserve of £1000 was not reached, 

the highest bid having been £870. Sine e the auction he had 

received a further bid of £900 from "':r . Andrew Nolan, rforth l:ain 

Street, v exford. 

r. Kehoe, Auctioneer, who was in attendance, considered it 

would be difficult to get any higher offer as the value of house 

property had depreciated considerably Since the property was 

purchased by the Council. Anyone going into the place would have 

to spend £200 or £300 on it. 

Mr . O'Byrne said the reserve price was reasonably low and 

he considered they should not recommend the acceptance of anything 

lOVier. 

The-Other members concurred in this view and accordingly 

no action Was taken. II 

Ir. Hall proposed:-

"That in the event of Fortview not being disposed of by 

Saturday, 29th August,1931, at 12 NOON for £1,000 the premises be 

used as County Library. That a ~oint Committee of County Council 

and County Library Committee, with the County Surveyor, be 

apPOinted to submit recommendations to the Council a.s to how the 

premises can best be utilised for Library purposes". 
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Mr. Culleton seconded. 

A proposal by 'r. D'Arcy to empower the Auctioneers to 

sell the premises at £900,should he fail to secure a higher 

fi gure Was withdrawn. 

Colonel Quin proposed, and ' r. Corish seconded, the followi~ 

amendment to Mr. Hall's motion:-

"That as the reserved price for the sa.le of Fortview Was 

not reached at auction the County Council withdraw the premises 

from sale and reserve them for Library premises~ 

After further discussion, a poll was tazen on the amendment 

with the following result:-

!Q£.:- ..,~ essrs Armstrong, Clince, Colfer, Cooney, Corish, Cummins, 

o 'Byrne, OtRyan, Quin, Shannon and the Chairman •••••••••••••••• ll 

Against:- l:essrs Brennan, Colloton, D'Arcy, Gibbon, Hell, Hayes, 

Jordan, Keegan, .tyler, .w:cCarthy, l:urphy, Smyth, and 'Valsh •••••• 13. 

The Chairman declared the amendment lost. 

" r. Hall's motion was then put and adopted ~.£Q1l. 

PROPOSED INSTALLATION OF DICTOGRAPH 
----------------------------------

The followi ng extract from the meeting of Finance Committee 

held on 13th August,193l, Was submitted:-

flThe following quotation was read from Dictograph Telephones 

Ltd., 57, Dame Street, Dublin:-

THIS ESTIMATE provides for the complete installation of a 
....... 

DICTOGRAPH EXECUTIVE CONTROL Aim I UTER-COHVERSIJ G SYSTEU consisting 

of:-

One. 5 key Dictograph l.!aster Station 

Five. L.4-l lamp Dictogr aph sUb-stations. 

Two. K.4 Dictogr aph sub-stations. 

One. Type "T" Dictograph sub-station. 

Together with one Plug and two Jacks for use with ' raster Station, 

also cable, Junction Boxes and all other necessary material. 

The whole to be installed in an efficient manner, upon payment of 

the s~~ of £15: 0: 0 ( FIFTEEN POUNDS) towards the cost of 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



installation, thereafter quarterly payments , in advanc~ of 

£4: 14: 6d (FOUR POUNDS , FOURTEEN SHILLINGS AND SIXPEt CE) , 

for a period of ten years , after which time the installation 

shall become your own proper ty . 

During the period of the Contract , the installation shall 

be maintained by our own Engineers, who will inspect same at 

least three times each year . Should any faults occur , they are 

attended to at your calling without charge . 

Subjec t to the terms and conditions of the Compa,ny ' s Hire 

Purchase Agreement . 

The fo l lowing resolution was adopted on the motion of 

:r . O' Byrne , seconded by Mr . Shannon:_ 

"That 've recommend the County Council t o instal Di ctograph 

Exeoutive Control and Inter-Conversing System in County Council 

Offices as per quotation from Dictograph Telephones Ltd ., submitted 

to this meeting .'" 

Mr . Hall proposed, and Mr . O' Byrne sec onded, the confirmation 

of the recommendation of Finance Com!:1i ttee. 

~r. D' Arcy proposed, and lir . Oulleton seconded, the following 

amendment :-

"That the proposal to procure Dictograph installation for 

County Council offic es be a.djourned t il l November when all 

financial estimates will be considered." 

The Chairma.n sa id he would take a vote for or against the 

installation of the apparatu4. This resulted as follows :­

~:- Messrs Armstrong, Clince , Colfer , Cooney, Cor ish, Ou~nins , 

~ 

Hall , Hayes , . cCarthy , O' Byrne , O' Ryan and Shannon ••••••••••• 12 

Agains t:- lessrs Brennan, Culloton, D' Arcy, Gibbon, Jordan, 

Keegan, 1:eyler , Murphy, Quin, Smyth , !lalsh and the Ohairman •• 12 

The Chairman gave his casting vote against the installat i on 

so that the recommendation of the Finance Committee Was defeat ed . 

MO'tEYBOWER LANE 
-------------

Repor t of Sub-Committee in this matter was adjourned OWing 
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to the absence of the Oounty Surveyor because of the dangerous 

illness of a relative. 

E!::PLOYl~ENT OF liEN IN GOREY AREA 
------------------------------

Report of Sub-Oommittee in this matter was adjourned to 

next meeting owing to the unavoidable absence of the Oounty 

Surveyor. 
OAllOLH STREETS AND ROADS 

l::essrs Oharles Roark and John Roche, Oamolin, vrrote directing 

attention to the deplorably, negl ected condition of the main road 

through the vill~ge. The pathway from the rail ay corner to 

the Civic Guard barracks wa s one mess of grass, the water table 

for one-third of the length Was choked with docks and thistles. 

The other side of the street was just as bad. The wall between 

Gahan1s field and the street adjoining the Protestant Church was 

a disgrace to the va illage and the Oounty Oouncil. They asked 

that early attention be given to the matter. 

Letter from James J. Fowler, Camolin, Hon.Sec.,to Oamolin 

Development As sociation, under date 5th AUfUst,1931, relative 

to roadway through Camolin park, the property of the Department 

of Agriculture, and which appears on inutes of Oounty Oouncil 

' .eeting of 10th August,193l, was also read. 

r. Treanor, Assistant Surveyor, reported tha.t instructions 

had been given for the cleaning of the path and the pulling of 

bria.rs and weeds. The wall, in his opinion, was private prouerty 

and the Oouncil co Id not be expected to make any repairs. 

The Secretary stated the road through Camolin Park Wa.s a 

---purely private one and belonged to the Forestry Department. 

Mr. OIByrne stated they he.d been trying fot s~e time to 

get improvements done to the road and the local people had lione 

a certain amount of work themselves and only wanted the loan of 

one of the Oouncil1s rollers for a short time. 

Secretary - You will have to charge some nominal figure 

for the use of the roller. 
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Mr. Keegan - It would come under the hea.ding of a private 

road. It serves a lot of people including several large farmers . 

Colonel uin considered that the usual hireage charge for 

roller should be made. 

~r. Corish - ho is going to pay it 1. 

Mr. O'Byrne - There is a lot of poor people there who 

cannot pay. 

Secretary - This should be looked on as an exceptional 

case . There is no doubt the road is of enormous adva.ntage to a 

large number of the ratepayers . 

r. Iurphy - lIake a business arrangement with them. 

On the motion of Ur. Corish, seconded by Mr. O'Byrne, it 

Was agreed to grant the use of the roller at the charge of 5/­

a day . 

Col. Quin stated he drove through Oamolin that morning and 

did not see anything bad with the street. 

COUPLAINT OF OBJEOTIONABLE MAN BEnTG EMPLOYED 
--------------------------------------------

.r. Oummins r eferred to a North Wexford land dispute and 

suggested tha t a man who had purchased a certain farm from the 

Land Commission and who was employed on lorry haulage work for 

the County Council should be discharged as he was objectionable 

to the people of the district. 

Mr. Hall conSidered it was not the business of the County 

Council to interfere in the matter. 

Or. OuLuu ins - You don't think it is the business of the 

Council to emplo~ an objectionable man. 

Colonel Quin said the mO.n now obj ected to had acted according 

to law and if a certain person did not agree with the law why should 

another be vilified. 

The Chairman s a id he did not think the Council should discuss 

the matter. As the work of haulage in this district was finished 

there was no use in carrying the discussion further. 

1:r. Keegan considered that men who were able to 
purChase 
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farms should not be er.1ployed as hauliers . He did not see why 

carters should not be employed . 

·: r . Ennis , Assistant Surveyor for the district , said that 

lorry haulage up to 8 miles Was obtainable at 6id per ton 

nile while horse haulage cost lOd and would not be able to 

carry out the work in proper time . 

~r . Culleton proposed that the dis cuss i on be ruled out 

of order . 

Colonel Quin seconded . 

~Ir . Cu.m."1lins proposed that the mEUl in question be no longer 

employed by the Oouncil . 

lir . Cooney seconded . 

Several members asked the Chairman to rule the matter out 

of order and the Ohairman replied that he was taking it on ~r . 

Cu~ins ' responsibility . It was proposed and seconded and it 

was no affair of his (Chairman ' s) . 

lr . Colloton - I propose that the rna tter be adj ourned 

for the facts. 

r . Jordan - Tne facts are simple . A man oved annuities 

to the Land Commission and the Land CO~lission, in the usual 

wa.y , put up the place for sale by public auction . This other 

man, now employed by the CounCil, bought it and the SWle thing 

has happened in several cases and nobody took any exception to 

it. The Uational Bank, The Treasurer of the CounCil, had done 

exac tly the same but no proposal had ever been made that the 

County Council account should be taken from them because of their 

action . 
\ 

fr o O' Byrne - I think , as a CounCil , we should not i nt erfere 

for every other day we are calling on the Land Commission to have 

the annuities pa.id a.nd save the money that should come to the 

Council in relief of the rates . 

· r . C~mins said he would be satisfied if a resolution to 

obtain the facts of the case was put to the meeting . 
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.l..1r . Corish said this was an important matter and a 

vote one way or the other might put people in an awkward 

position. Vie , he said, hold that abetter settlement could be 

made with the English as far as the annuities are concerned, 

but as the present position stands , if a man does ' nt pay debts 

and another man buys his farm , I submit that is not land-grabbing 

in the sense we were tol~ it was in the olden days . 

The La,nd COnL.'l1ission had met the difficulties of a good 

many people who made a bonafide effort to pay the annuities . 

"-iss O' Ryan said she would certainly be on the side of 

man who suffered any hardship , but she , for one, did not know 

the facts . If ~r . ~rnins ' proposition Was put to the meeting 

they might , 1fithout knowing the facts , be put in an awk'~ard 

position. She would ask ' r . Cummins to leave it over until 

the next meeting . 

Chairman - It is a political question no matter what why 

you look at it . I don ' t know the facts . 

r . Colloton - I ask you to rule it out altogether . 

Both propositions were withdrawn and the matter ended . 

ROADS OVER RAIL ,AY BRIDGES 

The following, under date 12th August , 1931, from j.lr . 

T. R. Leonard, District Engineer ' s Office , Great Southern 

Railways, Waterford, to the County Surveyor Was read :~ 

li lt was proposed shortly to renew overbridge lTo . 373 

Ne Ross Branch, in reinforced concrete. This bridge is 

si tuated "about 1 mls. to the Vl exford side of Pal oe East 
~ 

Station. It will be necessary ..... regrade the approaches to the 

bridge and I send you bere.L~h Plan No . 767/82 showing our 

proposals . 

' I shall be glad to know whether they meet vIi th your 

approval '" 

It was de.cided to adj ourn the matter for the attendance 

of the Oounty Surveyor . 
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FORD OF LYNG ------------
In reply to Col. Gibbon, lIr e Elgee , Solicitor, stated 

that the legal proceedings in connection with the flooding 

of the Ford of Lyng were being held up as the writ had not 

yet been served owing to one of the Slob Commissioners being 

out of jurisdiction. The Courts were not sitting yet and 

nothmng could be done until they re-opened. In his opinion 

the proceedings would not be heard until the Spring. 

Col. Gibbon - Can anything more than we are doing be 

done 1. 

:r . Elgee - No,sir; I cannot do any more . 

Chairman - It will not be done this year then. 

ATER PIPE UNDER ROAD COOLGREANEY 

In connection with application of Mr . Christopher Kelly 

to run water pipe under oad No .78 at Coolgreaney, lir . Treanor, 

Assistant Surveyor for the District, reported that he had 

examined the place and interviewed lir. Kelly on the 5th instant. 

He recommended that permission be given 1 r. Kelly to open road • 

... r. Kelly undertook to restore surface to the satisfaction of the 

County Council. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

~r . O' Byrne , seconded by lir . Brennan:-

"That permission be given Er . Christopher Kelly to run 

water pipe under Road No .78 at Coolgreaney on condition that the 

surface be restored to the satisfaction of the County Surveyor ." 

USE OF WEXFORD TAR 

The following, under date 11th August ,193l, (R/JR/20A) was 

read from the Department of Local Government (Roads):-

"V:it~ reference to previous correspondence relative to the 

use of ~exford tar, I am directed by the Minister for Local 

Government and Public Health to state that no objection will be 

raised to the use of local tar for the special purposes mentioned 
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in the County Surveyor's letter of the 25th June last. 

'The Surveyor should furnish (a) particulars of the 

quantity he would normally use in the financial year for the 

special purpose mentioned and (b) an outline of the Specification 

under the headings shown in Trade List.'" 

The County Surveyor submitted certificate of Analysis with 

the following report from the State Laboratory, Upper Merrion 

Street, Dublin, as to sample of tar from Wexford Gas Works which 

had been submitted to the State Chemist: - "This sax!lple does not 

conform to the specification. It contains too high a percentage 

of distillate below 2000 0 and of phenols or crude taracids. Its 

viscosi ty is much below the limit allowed, 1. e., 20 secs." 

Dolonel Quin - I thought we did not use actual tar 1. It 

is very dangerous to fish life; it kills all the young fish. I 

thought we used bit~unen. 

'ire D'Arcy - e are not interested in fish. 

Oolonel uin - There are other people who are. 

r. Corish - The bottom of every ship is tarred periodically 

and they are in the water constantly. 

The Secretary stated that no complaint had been received by 

the Council as to injury to fish life caused by the use of tar on 

their roads. '-

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

lir. Corish, seconded by ~l~r. D'Arcy:-

"That the Manager of Wexford Gas Works be asked to s upply 

the Wexford County Council with particula rs of any analyses be 

may have in connection with the tar produced at his works." 

ROAD GRAnT 

Under date 10th August,1931, the Department of Local 

Gover~nt (Roads) wrote (RG/79) forwarding £649 (s.866) 

contribution towards the cost of concreting the streets in 

Enniscorthy Urban District. 
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ENGINEERING PLANT 
---------------

The County Surveyor submitted letter under date 19th 

August,193l, from New Ireland Assurance Company, Dawson Street, 

Dublin, as to inspection of Engineering Plant of the Council. 

The following is an extract from letter :- "Our Chief 

Engineer reports that all the plant examined Was found in 

excellent condition and maintained at the usual high standard 

in whi ch he haa alwa.ys found it kept. II 

PIECE OF ASTE GROUND AT COURTOWN HARBOUR 
----------------------------------------

The following letter from John Lyons, Courtown Harbour, 

under date 11th August,1931, was before the meeting of Finance 

Comraittee on 13th August and referred by Committee to the County 

Surveyor for report:-

rill beg to make application to your Council for permission 

to purchase what presently appears to be a waste piece of ground 

situated. immediately at the,rere of your Council's Weigh Office 

at Courtown,Harbour. I require S~Je as a site for building a 

dwelling house. Should this application have the kind consideration 

of your Council I am prepared to ~ay any reasonable price either 

for the letting or complete purchase of site referred to. III 

~r. Treanor (Assistant Surveyor) stated the applicant was 

a showman who was connected with the district by marriage . There 

Was a pathway through the ground and a claim might be set up to it 

by the users as against the disposal of the ground if it belonged 

to the Council. He could not say who were the owners of the property. 

The Council's weighbridge was erected on it. 

~r . Keegan referred to structures that were erected on the 

burrow at Courtovm Harbour and in connection wi th which a.ction 

with a view to their removal was taken. Vehicleo, he also stated, 

were being conveyed over the footbridge there which should not 

be permitted. 

On the motion of'ir. Hall , seconded by Col. Quin, the 

application of ·Ir . Lyons Wa.s refused. 
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It was decided to refer the na tters complained of by~r. 

Keegan to the Harbour kaster at Courtown for report . 

SCHOLARSHIP COl. HTTEE 

The following report of the Committee was submitted:­

"A meeting of Scholarship Conuni ttee was held in County 

Council Chamber , County Hall , Wexford, on 22nd August,1931 . 

Very Rev W. F. ~urphy, President , St. Peter's College, presided, 

and ~essrs J. J. Kelly , N.T., and E. P. Foley were also present . 

' The Secretary to the Obunty Council Was in attendance . 

'Apologies for non- attendance (owing to other engagements) 

were received from Rev . T. Talbot and Col. Gibbon •• 

Primary Scholarship Scheme 

'The Committee, after discussion, recorr~ended that the 

Office of National Education should be requested to hold the 

examination on the results of the following four compulsory 

subj ects, viz., Irish, English , Arithmetic, History and Geography. 

'From the point of view of the secondary school it is far 

~ore advisable that pupils should have a fair knowledge of these 

subjects than a rather indifferent knowledge coupled with a 

smattering of the optional subjects. Besides the ordinary school 

work covers the teaching of these four subjects. 

' The adoption of this change would certainly be the means 

of increasing the number of applications for award of Scholarships. 

'As regards the limits of valuation the Committee felt it 

would be in the interests of the Scheme to have a valua,tion limit 

of £75 maximum for all applicants . The valuation basiS furnishes a 

very poor criterion of the means of the parents or guardians of 

candidates and was found so unsatisfactory in nractice by the . ~ 

County Council as regards University Scholarships that it was 

deleted from that Scheme a number of years ago. 

'The Committee believe that the present procedure by the 

County Council of considering ea.ch application on its merits is 
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far more equitable than including or excluding pupils on 

a valuation figure . 

' This practice of the Council is the recomr.lendation whi ch 

commends itself most to the Committee for the Primary Scheme, 

but , as it may not be possible to induce the Office of National 

Education to agree with this proposal for this year) the Committee , 

as the next best step, suggest one figure of valuation for all 

applicants . 

' University Scheme 

' The Committee recommend the following change:- "That 

as regards sixth last paragraph the first sentence therein, 

viz. , "Scholarshi ps will be confined to students whose ages 

shall not exceed 20 years on 1st August , 1931 ." be deleted, and 

the following subetituted:- "Scholarships will be confined to 

students whose ages shall not exceed that fixed by the Department 

of Education for obtaining Lea,ving Certificate '" 

The following resolution was moved bY.l.!r . O' Ryan and 

seconded by ~r . ~alsh :-

"That we approve of recommendations submitted from meeting 

of Scholarship Committee of 22nd August , 193l , and that Office 

of National Education and University Authorities be requested to 

sanction the inclusion of said recomr.1enda.tions in theirf cholarshiP 

SchemeS' '' 

r . Corish proposed, and ::r . Shannon seconded, the following -
amendment :-

"That consideration of recoW!'Jendations of Scholarship 

Committee be adjourned to next meeting of the County Council; in 

the mea.ntime that these recommendations be furnished each member 

of the Council ." 

lost . 

On a show of hands 10 voted for the amendment and 10 against . 

The Chairman l'iIoted against the amendment which a,s declared 

The motion of ~ iss OlRyan approving of the recommendations 

was t~en put and passed. 
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Under date 22nd August,193l, the Office of Ni3.tional 

Educ8,tion wrote (F. 26726) approving of the schools selected 

by new Scholarship holders under Primary Scholarship Scheme. 

ENNISOORTHY URBAN COUNCIL Al~D POWERS UNDER 
LI BRARY AC TS 

----------------------------------------
Under date 20th August ,193l (G.639l6/3l/C.Enniscorthy U.D.) / 

the following Was read from Department of Local Government :-

"I am directed by the ~inister for Local Government and 

Public Health to advert to the resolution of the Wexford County 

Cou.ncil at their meeting on the 23rd June last, and to state that 

the Enniscorthy Urban District Council have by resolution of the 

5th instant agreed to the transfer of their powers and duties under 

the Libraries Acts to the County Council on the conditions stipulated. 

'I am to state that the uinister approves pursuant to Section 

65(6) of the Local Goverrunent Act,1925, of the terms of the transfer 

of the Urban District Council ' s powers and duties under the LibrarieE 

Ac ts to the County Council. II 

POIsons AND PHARllACY ACT 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

lr. O'Byrne, seconded by Hr . Brennan: -

"That new licence under Poisons and Phannacy Act 1908 issue 

to John llythen, Blackwater, no objection to same being offered by 

Garda Siochana. II 
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