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~~ monthly m tine of Wexford County Council was held 
in County Ccunci 1 Chambvr, Fort Vi w, Wexf r rd on 11 th . pri 1 1927 . 

sont:- ~r T. "cCarthy(Chairmap)prosiding: Also Col. 

Gibbon,Col 0;uin, 1 ssrs \ '. Boggan, ames Clince, ichael CIon y, 

'"->a.trick Colfer, John Connors, Thomas Cooney,R. Cbrish, 1 . Doyle, 

J . Gaul, James Hall, • Hayes, ~ 1. Jordan,D .. 1: avnnagh, A. Merm.g , 

Sean 0 ' Byrne, ~ .M . 0 'Donoghu , John Pend r,James Shannon, '. Thorp , 

James E. Wal~h and Jo ~hito. 
or, 

Th S crvtary,th Assistant Sec vtar,y,thv County Survey-

and Mr Elgee, Solicitor were in attendance. 

The Minutes of last meeting were read and signed. 

COlfl?IR~TION OF MINUTES OF COMMITTEES. 

Finance Cr'nnni t tee. 

The following 1inutes of Finance Committe0 moeting 

held on 16th rch 1927 ere submitted:-
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The foJlowing resolution was adopted. on the motion of 

Mr Sean o tB,y e seconded. by IJr C1ince:-

~That the Minutes of Finance C-mmittee in respect of 

meeting held on 16th .arch 1027 be and are hereby confirmed. 

Tho Minutes of Finance Committee held on 31st ,arch 1927 

were submittei as f llows:-
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The folloWing resolution was adopted on the mrticn of Mr 

Sean o 'Byrne seconded by Mr Clince:-

hat the Minutes of meeting of Finance Committee of 31st 

March 1927,as submitted to this meeting, be and are horeby confinned. 

Roads Commi t tee. 

The following Minutes of Road3 Committee in respect of 

meeting hold on 28th March 1927 were submitted:-
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It was proposed by the Chairman sec0.nded by vir Hall 

an~ c.lrried:-

"rhat the :inutos of Roads Committee in rospeot cf 

meeting held on 28th 'arch 1927, be and are heroby confirmed . 

Enniscorthy- V/exford Road . 

f'r Doylo proposed and Col Gibbon oconded the followin~: -

"That the County Surveyor again approach tho Pionoer 

Road Construction Company and endeavour to arrange with them to 

have a reasonable quantity of material taken from rorlogue Quarry 

in order to provide employment f r the men of the district and who 

are very badly in need of same." Jdopted . 

Col Gibbon complained of the manner in hich the prelimin­

ary work of laying the foundation on this road had beon carrie out, 

particularly bet Te:>n Fdermine and Oylegate. Yards and yard:.3 of gt 

stano ~ut in f or bottaming,had,o ing to the heavy traffic,bulged 

over to the sides which were now higler than the centre cf the road . 

He hoped the Co. Surveyor was ""a ti sfi ad wi th the w rk done. 1'0 (Col 

Gibbon)was very glad the Jocal Government Department were respons­

ible f r the re-construction of this road,and not tho Cr. Council. 

He did not know hOVl it would be p saible for any concrete,unlesa 

heavily reinforced, to stand on a bottom "hich had no foundation. 

Corramacorra R ad. 

Col Gibbon complained that he was the only person who 

attended the Committoe f r C rramacorra oa on the 4t~ April. 

I1r Corish and ~~r Bngoan stated that the day in question 

was so fri@ltfu_ly i~clement the thought it was impossible to have 

a meeting. 

After discu.:1sion,it was decided that a meeting of the 

Committee be re-fixed for ,'edne3da.y 13th pril at 11 o'clock.(Summer 

Time). 
Camblin Road. 

this 
Mr Cooney complainvd that four mile of ;road¢ Ilere in a 

very bad condition. 

'rhe County Surveyor said he Could not do any more than he 
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.had done at pr ent on this ro d . 
495 

It wa~ decided that so far as wa possible, the County 

Surveyor should have the pot-holes filled. 

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of 

Jr Clinca seconded by Mr Colfer: -

wThat on their next inspection~ the Roads Inspection Com­

mittee be ruquosted to vi it and report as to the state of the road 

between Duncannon and New Ross via Camblin. 

Gor:3Y Hill Quarry. 

In reply to Sean 0 t ne, r Elgeo tated that ,Uss 

almer~ Gorey Hill~Goroy had refused to give a right of iay into 

tho proposed ne : uarry. Sh alleged that there was a road at 

the back of . the quarry which c uld be used IIi thout crossing her 

land . Ho ( "r Elgue) was in connnunication with the Co . Surveyor in 

the matter . 

r Sean O'Byrne pointed out that the order of the CounCil 

was that proceedings should be taken aoain ... t Miss l)almer if she 

refused to ,agree to their request . 

Mr Elgee considered it was premature to take proceedings . 

If they went to Court in the pre~ent instance they would be met by 

the statement that there was another road available without crOS3-

ing ~iss alm8r ' ~ land . ne Di~trict Justic~ would onl ive an 

Order to enter the quarry,but h0 would have nothing to say as to 

what compensation was to be paid to the owner. 

Tho matter wa~ adjourned to next meeting of the Roads 

Committee. 

Ballylanfian Railway Cros ing. 

In reDly to \IT Colfer, the Co . Surveyor stated that he 

was in communication with the Railway En>ineer who had directed 

his foreman to iTO on With the wo at Hallylannon J. ailway c_ossing . 

Sewerage at Taghmon . 

r Gaul mentioned that as re~ards referenccs made to 
this matter at the Roads Committee by the Co . Surve or,a report had 

been receive by the Health Board from their Fncrineer that t 10 
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public sewerage in laghmon was all ri crht . Jmy repairs which :mn 

were necessary were in connection with private O\inerS' drains~ 

'rne Co . Surveyor stated hi'" iew was that the common drain 

down the " centre of the village had broken down fram time to time in 

years past and had never been satisfactorily repaired . He ~ould 

oertainly say that it wa not in a sanitary condition and no proper 

outfall had been proVided. It was not possible to put gullets and 

traps to discharge into a. place i1i3 tfi*· .Ie suggested that they 

should go into the matter on the spot with the Engineer of the 

liealth Board, 'ir ShOl~all. 

~~is suggeotlon was adopted . " 

Old versus .l 'ew l'ime. 

11r COMors said it \vas \19 ry unfair to ask road wo:ricers 
to carryon by ne i'T time. He did not see what harm. coul be effected 

by allowing them to work by the old time from 8 a .m. t o p.m. 

The County Surveyor did not think this ~ould be a satis­

faotory arrangement. They worked by k nevI t 1me last year and. ha 

no difficulty whatever in the mattor. 

The folloiin~ re~olution was adopted on the motion of 

I lr Shannon s6oondoo. by Mr COlfer: -

hat tho road gangers asoertain f rom the road wo:ricers 

their opinion as to whether th?y rofer working by old time or 

new time, and that the matter be further considered at next meeting 

of the Roads Committee. 

The resolution of the Chairman' as to the confirmation 

of the inutes was then put and passed. . 

CORONERS t (J :E DHENT) "ACT 1927. 

Ci rcular letter from the Department of ooal Government 

da.te 28t h .:arch 1927(;J. G. 19282/l927 IJ gnoitheach) was read. 

The Chainnan proposed and r Sean 0 tByrne seconde(! the 

folIo ring re olution Which ~as adopted:-

"That Circular letter from Department of ocal Govern­

ment{B.G. l2282/l927/Ilgnoitheach)and Coroners( rmendment) Pet be 

reforred to the Finance Committee for considerat i on and reportw~ 
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POI . ENTS CO ~KISSION. 

Mr Doyle complained of the delay by the Local Appoint­

ments Commission in making appointments of ~edical Officers for 

Carri gbyrne and Bunolody. The ratepayer p..ad now been mulcted i n 

at least 6 o ring to this delay. 

Col Gibbon proposed and Mr Boogan seconded the following 

resolution which was adopted: -

hat this County Council desires to draw the attention 

of the 1 ini ter for Local Government to the unnecessary expense 

incurred by the rate-payers of this county through the dilatory 

action of the Local Appointments Commission a3 re ards the vacancies 

for Medical Officers in the di tricts of Carrigbyrne and Bunclody: 

It vas proposod by Mr .. 11 seconded by ~r Jordan and 

carried: - "That t .le attention of the Auditor General be called 

to the action of the ApPointments Commission in neglecting to make 

within reasonable time~ appointments of two Officers under the 

County Board. of Tea~th " The rate-payers of County !exford have 

already been muloted to the extent of m £66 by this delay, and 

in tho circumstanoe. we 't§tJh\\ctfeyt. \-~~ 1Ri~C(fr. ~JhE6% ~ould ~ 
surcharge the responsible offioer of the Commission With this 
amount. " 

COUNTY LIBHARI SCHEME 

Under date 4t 1 April 1927, (f" /11163/1')27/ exf rd County) 

the Dvpartment of Looal Govornment wrote enolosing copy of In­

spector ' s Report regarding the above and stating that the Minister 

is in accord ith the suggestions of the Inspector . 

The folIo . ng is the Report of tho Inspeotor:-
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4 '98 

A Chara, 

In accordance vvith instructions conveyed jn your l ett<3r 
of the 7th ult ., I held on the first and second days of 
Mo.rch , 1927, in tho Book Reposit ory, 74, North Main streot, 
Wexfo rd, an Inquiry on Oath into the Cldmin i strat ion of the 
17exford County Libro.ry Service . 

Mr . Elgee, Bolici tor, att ended on bohalf of the 
\I exf ord County Council, and tho following witnesses were 
sworn and examine d : -

Mr . N· J . Fr iz e lie, Secret ary County Council 
Mr . Thomas McCarthy, Chairman County Coune il, 
Mr . William Thorpe, Member County Council. 
Rov. Bro .Markey , Christian Bro s .Schools, Wexford. 
Mr . Po.. tric k Hickey, rechni cal Institute, Enni scorthy, 

(Member Li b .Comrni ttee) . 
Mr . Edward Foley, Member Library Committ ee and former 

Ch.Co .Co.) 
Miss Nellie O'Ryan , Member Library Committee. 
Mr . Deni s Whelan, Member Li brar y C ommi ttee, and 
Miss Josephine 17alsh , County Librarian. 

The Rev. Fr. Fitzhenry, P.P., Our Lady'S Island, 
Member 0 f the Librar y C ommi tt ee, was in att endance 
throughout the Inqu ir y , and although he did not 
himself give eVidence , his helpful explam.tions of 
some of the points at issue were much appreciated . 

At the outset, Mr . Elgee, Solicitor, protested against 
the order in which I had proposed to take and examine witnesses, 
but, as I t cok the view tha t the Inquiry was intended rather 
as a searching investigation of the w:q.ole Library Service than 
as a tria I of particular persons, I did n ot dee m it expedi ont 
to alter my arrangements. 

Mr . Hickey , member of the Library Committ ee, contended 
tmt as the Library Committ ee was sot up by tl:e Library Authority 
(the Co . Counc il), they, the Library Committee, had the right 
G<lually with the County Council to requisition too services 
of Mr . Elg ee, but tba t, as Mr . Elg Ge had, by his advic 0 to the 
County Council at their meet:ing on the 10/5/26 committed 
himsolf totho policy of the County Council, trey, the Library 
Committee, bad decided to attend the Inquiry without legal 

.representation. I am impressed by Mr . Hickey'S contention. 

The evidence falls under four main headings as follows:-

d. . Evidenco in support of the contontion that the 
full p0'.7ors vest ed in the Wexf ord County Council as 
Library Authority wore, by rosolution of tho 27-4-25, 
delogat ed to the Librar y Coomi tteo o.nd that the powers 
so delegated were novor properly reeallod. 

b. Evidenco to the effect that in passing their resolution 
on the 10-5-26, which purported to retain certain powers 
in their own hands and to delegate others to the Library 
Committee, the Wexford County 'Council acted within their 
aut hori ty . 

C • Evidence as to the functions e,xorcised by the Cou:nt:)'" 
Council and the Library Committee, and of tho ::r .o-lnt.i.on-­
ship betwGen these two bodies. 
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d. Evidence as to the working of thG Libra~bY SChem~f~~~rs 
the manner in which the duties of the Ll rary 0 
WeYG being discharged . 

Under a. therG is:-

1 • 

2. 

3. 

The evidemce of Mr. Hickey that as the Co. Council had 
by t.r.ei~ resolution of April 1925 already delegated full 
library powers to thG Librnry CommittGG, they, the County 
Council, were not in a pOSition in May, 1926 to mke 
further dele gations; that the Chairmn cf the County 
Council, the Vice Chairman of the County Council, ~nd . 
Co lon e 1 Quin, the pro poser 0 f the May 1926 reso lutl.on dl.d 
not appear to have bad any knowledge of the powers alrGady 
p oss ess ed by th e Library Committ ee. (This latt er contention 
Seems to be borne ou t by the evidence of the Chairman of the 
County Council, who stated that "personally, hG was not 
awar e of too power s· already d elegat ed to the Library 
Committee") • 

The evidence of Miss O'Ryan arn of Mr . Denis Whelan 
corroborating Mr. Hickey . 

The evidence of Mr. Edward Foley that Hthe County Council 
re - appointed the existing Library Committee but did not 
question in any way the powers or duti es already conferred 
on the Library Commi ttee by the outgoing County Council". 

---------------
Unde r b . th GY e is:-

1. The e vidence of Mr . N. J, Frize lie that the power s delegated 
by resolution of 27/4/25 were delegated to the Old Library 
Committee, and that the only powers d.elegated to the 
present Li brary Committee were those given by resolut ion of 
10/5/26 . 

2 • .rhe evidence of the Chairrran of the County Council, Mr . 
Thom.as MCCarthy, that unt il May 1926 no powers were 
conferred on till present Library Committee, and that the 
Library Committee was an "optional" not a "statutory" 
C orrrni tt ee • 

------------------
. Its ee IDS to me:-

1. That the pO'wers and duties delegated to the Library 
Committee by resolution of April 1925, were in no way affected 
by th e fact that there were su bsequent chang es in the personnel 
of the Lihrary Authority (the Count y Council) by reason of 
the occurrence of Local Elections . 

2. That whil (3 the ne cessi t y for appoint in g new commi tt ee s 
aris es automatically on the taking of office by a new County 
Council, the necessity for defining the powers and duties of 
Such now committees does not So arise, and, in the present 
case, did not in fact ar ise . 
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3 . That the County Council res1n.of May 1926 purporting 
to confer certain powors on tho Library COIU8ittoo vvas not 
occo.sioY'..od by any administrative necessity . 

4 . Trot if the Woxf ord County Council had had at their 
meetmg on the 10- 5- 26 a clearer conception of tho gravo 
prob1eDs involved in the management of a Library ScheDe 
they would havo reframod from approving terms which woro 
in effoct an affront to their exce110nt Librnry Commi ttee, 
more especia Jly as the mewers of thnt Committeo wero 
admittedly selected because of their exceptional fitness to 
deal wi th tho organisatio nand managemont of an intolloctunl 
on t or p I' i s e • 

concurrently with these viows, however, I am disposed to 
hold that oven although tho County Council of '\Yexford did by 
rosolut ion of Apr i1 , 1925 confer upon and ass i gn to th aLI' 
Library Committee all thoir powers and dutios under the 
Library Act of 1855, tho County Council were not theroby 
precluded from themso lyes exercising art any t :ime, any of 
the powers or duties so conferred . The pesition appears to be 
simply that of Principal and Agont, that is in say, whi10 a 
principal roy delegate to an Agent power to do c ortain th:ings , 
the Principal may himself also do theso same things . 

under c . we ha vo:-

1. Tho evidonc e of Mr . Hickey that the action of the County 
Council was directly responsible for the clOSing of tho 
Enniscorthy centre; that thGYe was dolay in calling togothor 
the sub - committoe appointed by tho Library Committoo to deal 
with the question of filling a vacancy on tho Libro.ry Staff; 
that resolutions of protost froQ the Library Comoi ttee woro 
treated with contempt by the Co . Council; that the Co . Commcil 
availed of every opportunity to deprive th8 Library Committee 
of control; that no Finance Committee of the Library Committoe 
had been set up; trot the Co . Council regulatod the holidays 
of Library Officers; th..at the County Counc il acted il10gally 
in filling a vacancy on the Library Staff (this contention is 
covorou by my obs . aoove); that the Co . Council lowored the 
standard of education and the subjocts of examination as 
decided upon by the LibraryCommittoo; that the Co . Council 
interfered with the authority of tho Library Committoe by 
appoint ing a gentlemnn on too Book-se1oction Comoittee which 
is asub-committoo of the Library Conmittoe . 

2 . The c orro borati vo ovid ere e of Miss Nellie 0' Ryan and 
Mr. Deni s Vlhel on. 

3. The e vidence of th e Roy. Bro thor Markey that the standa rd 
of oxammation as prescri bed by the Co .Counc il was lower than 
that lai d dow n :in an eXaillin at :io n f or Junior .Ass istant Li br arian 
in Rathmines; that the standard of Irish prescribed by the 
County Council was so loVi that it was impossible to set an 
oxemination on it ; that the time - table prescribod by the 
County Council so limited the time for each paper that he 
was prevented frem fully exploring the extent of knowledge 
that wo uld ordinarily be poss ess ed by students of the standard 
in quostion; ~hat the subject of Literature VIas expunged by t ·he 
Co . Counc il. 
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4. The evidonce of the County Secretary that a ll 
represontations received fra:;l tho Library COLJmitteo wero 
fully doalt with by his Council ; trot in fixing the 
oxamination subjects and standard the Counc il had in mind 
tho appoint lIB ITt of a CLERICAL ASSISTANT, n ot an. Assistant 
Libra.rian; that the qualifyin g percentage, namely thirty­
three and a third was that fixod on a formor occasion fbr 
tho posit ion of rato coll ect or. (Wit h roferonce to this 
post I should say that frem tho nature of the duti es to 
be perfoTQod and the objection to act as rnmbstitute during 
any tOrlporary absonces of the County Librarian, tho lady 
rocently appOinted to the Library Staff was in fact on 
Assistant Librarian and not a more clorical assistant. I 
am strengthoned in this viow by the tostimony of Mr . Hickoy 
to tho effoct that tvvo former assistants who served in tho 
Woxford Library in a similar capaciiy had s:ince obtamed 
posts as chiof Librarian s ) • 

I have noted:-

The chilling mandato of tho Co .Co .at thoir meoting on 
10-5-26, tr..c fact that the Library Committee had no 
authority ovor tho Library Staff; that ovon tho function 
of chocking and vouching li braxy accounts for payment had 
been denied them; that the Secretary of tho County Council 
was :in roality the executive officer of the Library Committeo 
although not under the co.11.trol of the Library Committee; that 
inst ead ef prompt an d sympathet ic understand :ings on all 
matt~rs affecting the Library Service, roprosentations rodo 
by the Library Commit-tee to the County Council were permitted 
to take trot cold; formal rcutme course which gave rise to 
sue h misapprehension on the part of the Library Committee; 
that the ambitious standard aimed at by the Library Committoe 
in filling the vacancy on the Library Staff canpared very 
um avourably with t he palpably low standard required by the 
Count y Council, and, lastly, that so few members of the 
County Council deemed the Inquiry worthy of their attendance. 

From all this ovidence it is clear:-
. 

1. TJ.lat the relationship between tho two bodies has 
not boen characterised by occasional friendly exchanges . 

2. That tho disinterested zoal of the Library Committee has 
Det wi th nothing bu t aloof dooinat io n at the hands of the 
County Council; 

3. That tho position of the Library Conmitteo all through 
has boen one of uncertainty and impotonco; 

4. Th2.t tho in tor est of the County Council in th 0 affairs 
0:[ tho Library Schroo was quickene d by tho roport of a vacancy 
on th e Library Staff, an d 

5. That tho highly-comLJendabl e and succossful endoavour of 
the County S ocret ary to inaugurate and osta bl i sh a Rural 
Library Sorvice in the County Wexford appears to have boon 
narkod by a friondly unwillingness on his part to perr:lit any 
soriom Dcasure of Library control from passing from Fortview 
to North st rand S treot . 
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In c ann 0 c ti on wit h tho CD m or in Yvh i ch th o C 0 un ty 
Librarian bas boon di schargi ng her dut i es it wil l suff i co 
to enurJerate cortu.in of tho adLli ss ions oade by the lady 
hersolf in too courso of har evi dence - adrJ. i ss ion s vvhich 
provo conclus i vel y that sho i s :in fact , unoqual to tho 
responsibilities of hor offico. 

Hor Lli nut os vvor 0 incoDplot 0 an d i naccuro.. to ; sho 
failo d in hor intorpro"C3tion and exocution of th o ordors 
of hor COLlL1i tt eo; tho l aps:ing cf cont r os vvas not proporly 
invostigatod; sho purcllDsos books withou t authority and 
Dade SODO purchasos that woro at l oast indiscroot; sho di d 
no roal proPagatlda work ; callod ber cOLlDitteo togothor at 
unsui t a ble ti rn s or n ot at a ll, and in a gon era l way , disp l ayod 
a doplorablo lack of businoss and secr etari a l capacity. 

Tho groat function of a Library COI:mittoo i s , un­
quostionably, to seo that tho naturo of th e books procurod ; 
the stand ard of th eir excoll or.c e and tho sufficioncy of 
the i r nUL1bers conforD to the int elle ctual r equ ir eDcmts of 
tho ppoplo for vVhOD they cator, but it Dust bo ovidont that 
if this function is to bo oxorcisod fully and eff octivoly 
thore L1usij bo, und~r tho control of that CODL1i tt 00 , subject 
to it, loyal to it, and co-op~rating vvhole-heartedly vv ith it, 
a high1y-trainod officor of outstanding attainnonts and 
id ea l s , whoso duty it would be to r oach his people and 
ascertain thoir particular 10co.1 neods ; to croato C1. book­
atmospher~ that would penotrate to ov ery cornor of his 
dist ric t . 

Books in the hands of 0. Dero "R ocordor of Book­
Movononts" fo.il to fulfil thoir destiny, so· that not only 
wust tho County Li brnr i an be an org!3.J'1isor of n i nds and of 
Dotho ds but ho L1ust at a ll ti nos onjoy tho confidence 
and respe ct of his conni tteo. Tho choosers of his books 
oust bo the c hoos ors of hiD ani his ass istants. 

Af" er careful cons ider atio n of th e f acts and inforoa tion 
elicit od at the Inquiry I rove to rocoDoend:-

1 . To tho Co un ty Co unc:il : -

The Te storat ion. to th e Li br2.ry C oooi tt eo 0 fall t 1".0 
powors and privileges of April 1925 •. 

The transfer of the present Librarian to the general 
county so rvi ce. 

2 . To the Library Coooittoe:-

Tho app licat io n of their o:inds with all earnestness to 
t he quost ion of select:ing for tho post of County Librarian 
an off~c er whos e r ocord , educat io n and training qu al if y in 
a spoc l al Vlay for the g r eat trust of cultivatmg and developing 
a schcoo of such stupendous ll1portance to tho people of Woxford . 
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In the belief that the spiri t in vlh ich contradictory 
viGWS \vere put and expounded at the Inquiry can be taken 
as fairly indicativ e of the capacity of the citizens of 
Wexford to vcmtilate and consider their differences in 
::m atoosphere of goodwill, I fe81 th~t there i s rOO D for 
but one r egr et, naoely, trBt instead of a full and 
friendly exchange of views on the tenth of May 1926 there 
should have been necess i ty for a 'Swo:rn Inquir y on the E'irst 
Mar ch, 1927. 

TO/-

J . A . GLEESON, 

L . G . Audi tor . 

The Minist er for Local Governoent & public Health 
Upper Merrion Street, 

DUB LIN . 
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In connection with thi3 matter, the· following report under 

date 5th I~arch 1927 as raad. from ~r ElO'ee,Solicitor:-

"Ibeg to repvrt thnt ,as instructed,I attended on behalf 

of the County Council at the Local Government Enquiry in connection 

. i th the admini str t ion and m~in· of the County Library Scheme 

'lhich wa hel _ on the 1st and 2nd inst .in the Count. ibrary Offico. 

Wexford by Gloeson,Loc~l Government Inspoctor. 

Ay the open in :J of t he En 1 iry, the Ins ,ector stated that 
., tlO procedure 10 roposed.to adopt in takin~ the e id'"'nce was, that 

he would first take the County Sccre ary'~ evidence , then that of 

the Chairman of the County Council, then any me mber'" of tho Council 

who wished to be heard, and thon he would t· e the witnesses for 

tho Library Committee. 
I objected to this cou se being adopted,and ointed out 

that the Enquiry llad been aske for by the Library Cammittee,and 
, that except for the letter from the Local Government Department 

informina the County Council that an Enquiry was to be held into 

the 'fOrking of the Jibra,r.v Scheme i n tho County, th J Council had 

not been ~ivan any particular'" 'rhatover of the case whic' thoy had. 

to meet or the charges Which had been mado against thom to the 

Dopartment,and. that it was impossible for the Council witnesses 

to deal with the matter in the dark. 
1he Inspector refused to alter his ruling as to the ordor 

in which he· proposed to take the eVidence, but stated he would take 

a note of my objection. 
It was only durin the afternoon of the second day of 

the hearing that .r HickeY,"'">rincipal of the 'i'echnical School,~ 
Enniscorthy, d N9 a member of the Library Committee,was allowed 

by the Inspector t read a carefully prepared statement on behalf 

of the Library Committee of the char es hich they made against 

the Council~that the Council's representatives at the Enquiry 

knolT exactly what the allegations worc,and these aIle ations rere 

met by the Socretary of tho County Council as far as was possible 

on such short noti ce. 

t 
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"Had the County Councilor their Officials been in possess- "" 

ion of the allegations made by the Library Committee to t"flo Local 

Government Department before the Enquiry,the¥ would ha e been i n 
their 

a much better position to put/tae-case ~s~-tAe fully before the 

Inspect or. " 

Hr Elgoe al 0 wrote under date 9th April 1927 as follows :­
"As instructed by Finance Committee I have loOked into t 

the qual ifications and disqualifications of the members of County 
Library Committee . 

Thrc~ member of this Carnmittee,viz., r • ickeY,Drin-

cipal ,TeohnicalInstitute, Enniscorthy: .lr T. LungleY,PrinCipal, 

T chnical In3titute,New Ross and Miss Nellie o 'Ryan, Seoretary to 

County Insurance Committee are disqualified from acting as Offioers 

of thei~ Committees so long as they remain member of Library 

Committee . See Seotion 70 of Local Government Act of 1925 and 

definition Section (i)(ii) an (iii) . " 

ftor discussion, the folIo in re"'olllltioBl.· s roposed 

by the Ch.a.irman secondo by Col Gibbon :-

"That a Conference be held on 14th ipril between tho 

Finance Committee of the County Counoil and the following represent­

atives of th County Wexford Library Committeo: - Rev. R. Fitzhvnry 

. \ : ~e"'srs E. • li'olcy, arYl Denis . helan in order to arrive at 

a proper working arran amant for County ~ibrary SerVice. ft 

It ~ ould, the Chairman pointed. out , avoid all friction in 

the future if they had same understanding nth tho Committee as 

to how the won was to be done . 

Mr Cori h oOD3idere1,on a point of procedure,it would 

be more adVisable to ask tho Library Committee to name their own 

representatives who would meet the Finance Committee in oonferenoe . 

The Chairman aocepted this view and proposed,-ftThat the 

Library Committ e be requested to nominate representatives to meet , 

wi th a. vie rT to the consideration of the report of the Inspeotor of 

the Looal Government Department,anl as t~'~ture i'fortcing of the 

Library SChemefthe Finance Committee of County Council on 28th ~ 
April 1927 . " 

Col Gibbon seconded this resolution which was adont ed. 
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It fas proposvd by Ir Hall "'econded by .r Sean O' Byrne 

and pa"'sed:-

"That this County Council hereby decid that in future 

they must decline to be represented at any Government Enquiry 

( imilar to that oonducte recently into the working of the County 

Library Ser icc), hieh pr oposes to inve ti~ate aIle ations or ¢ t 

charges made aoainst t16 Vounty CounCil unless a ±a ~tatement of 

tho~0 charges ,allegat i ons be furnish3d to tle Council previous 

to the holding of said Enquiry . ~ 

FOR COMI ru ~1L ELECTIO.·S. 
ft 

'1'he following ~ emo from the Minister for Local Govern-

mont was read:-

The . inister for Local Government and Public Health in­

vites general co~operation in making more fully realised the public 
expense involved in the preparation of nual Register~ of Electors 

and in the holding of Elections. 

The averarre yearly cost of compilation of the last three 

Re isters ha1 been £82,231. To hole a Dail Election costs about 

£64, 000. The 1 23 Dail L:.eneral Election (He .. Jster and Election) 

cost ~159,050 . TIle t otal number of lectors ,vas 1,785,436 and cf 1 

that number )91,440 not vote . 

For the 1925 Local Go ommen. Elections t 1e total cc ... t 

(Register and Flection) was £101,00;. Abstentions were very reat e 

In one of the most im.ortant c unties only 44 of eery 100 voted. 

The 'inistor has ~ome hope that a wide dis~eminaticn of 

the e facts ma roduce the number of those who without reasonable 

excuse and bocau~e of sloth or ignorance are habitually unmindful 

of their obligations to reoord their votes. • 

CJ'1SI/G OF POADS . 

Sea.led vrders of the .linister for Local Government closin/! 

Sparrowsland Bridge and the ,cad from Tivoli Terraoe junction to 

ark Cottaee, Wexford were read: 
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Circular letter under date 7th April 1927(Sr-N/20l) .as 

read in conneotion vith Grant of £a9,613 for improvement of NationaJ 

Roads in County Wexford; also Schedule givinp particulars of the 

various roads upon hich it is proposed that this amount should 

be sY)ont. 

The Co. Surveyor stated he had furnished all the infor­

mation required in the matter to the De rtment of Looal Govern-

ment a month ago. 

Tho following resolution was proposed by ~ r Sean 0 'Byrne 

seocnded by :r Clinoe and adopted:-

hat the attention of the Local Government Department 

(Roads) be oalle to the fact that as the Co. Survoyor has already 

~plied all particulars required on Forms as to proposed expend­

iture under letter (SG.l.;/201) ,we request sanotion to the proposals 

immediately. 

Under date 29th March 1~CZ1,tle Secrotary, inistryof 

Finance wrote{404/296) that the !tinister would receive a eputation 

from the Colmty Camcil in regard to the propo"'al made for a 

variation to t e roinstatement condition attached to the Award 

made by the Campensation(Irvland)Cammission relative to the recon~ 

struction of .. oxfor Courthouso . 

The Report submitted by the Deputation was as fOllows: ­

~In accordance with letter of 2~th ~aroh I 21(404/2£6) 

f om the Department of Finanoe arranging that a deputation should 

wait on the Hinister in regard to the reconstruction of Wexford 

Courthouse at the old Jail,the Courthou e Committee met Mr Blythe, 

r inister.at Government Buildings,Dublin on 7th April 1927 . 

Present:-.[o'3"rs H. Doyle,Sean O'Byrne, ~ 1n . Thorpe,Michaol 

Jordan an Col uin. The Chairman was unable to be present owing 

. . to a prior engagement . 

1b0 Seoretary and Co . Surveyor w~re also in attendanoe . 

The matter was very fully oonsidered and the deputation 
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dealt i n detail with the accommodation which exi~ted at the old 
Jail prami ses and old Courthcuse ito . 

The i nister appeared to be impre sed with the views put 

forward. . He promised to make further enquiries and to obtain a 

report from Engineer of Office of Public ~ ortcs as to the accom­

modation provided at both sites after which he would convey his 

decision. " 

On the motion of ~~r Hall seconded by r Sean 0 t Hyrno 

the following resolution was adopta3:-

ft~hat the report of Wexford Courthcuse Committee in 

respect of interview with the Minister for Finance on the 7th. 

April relative to 'Jexford. Courthouse be received and approved . It 

Ei~ ISCO .. :dlJ.Y CuDRTHO SE. 

The following report of Courthouse Committeo(Ennisoorthy) 

re above was read:-

"The Committee met t tJo site on 6th pri1 1927 . 

?resent : -The Chairman(:r T. 1 cCarthy), :0 :;rs Sean 0 t ) rne 

Clinc6, and. rliichael Jordan. 

1110 County & rveyor and A~sistant Surveyor~ Ennis and 

Cullen were a '-"0 in attendance . 

The Committee examined the site and dirocted the County 1 

Surveyor to prepare preliminary draft lans to be submitted to the 

Roads Committee "ome~hat on the lin~s of tho reconstructed Gorey 

Courthouse. " 
It wa'" 1? 0 osed by ~r 11 econded by ~r Sean 0" Byrne 

ani ca.rried: -
That the Report of Enni corthy Courthouse Committee bo 

received and approved." 

WiXFORD-RO~SLARE SLOB ROAD . 

~ E1gee,Solicitor, bmitted Coun"el ' s opinion as 
regards the use of railway level crossing on above oad for the 

purpose of a public road. 

jbe matter wa3 con~idered in committee . 

Counsel held that tho County CounCil could not compel 

the Railway Company to allow them to use the level cros"ing for 
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tho purposes of a public road; Iso that the user of the road acros~ 

the reclaimo .. land by the public prior to its beina ded.icatecl,and 

the public use for a period extendin from the time the railway 

was constructed down to the presont time,would not e~tablish a 

public right to use this level crossing. 

It was proposed by lr Corish seconded by Ir Sean O'Byrne Jt 

an:l passed:-

"That IIr Elgee, :olici tor to the County Counoil communicate 

lith the Secretary to the Railway Ccmpany and request him to arrange 

for an intervie bet oen [ossrs Cori and Doyle T. D!s and the Dir­

ectors of the Company in order to a~certain if it would bo possible 

to make same arrangement so that the level crossing on the Slob 

Road could be used as a public road. That should tho Raihvay Ccmpa.n:Y 

consent to r0cwive the Deputation, ir Elgee and the County Surveyor 

attend tho intervie~." 

DEFAULTI.JG LAlW PlnCHASE ANNUITANTS. 

The Secretary submitted list of ,and Purchase Annuitants 
in arrears which he received from the Irish Land Commission. 

Mr Doyle said the Land Commission had been buying land at 

an e.x:traordinarly high price and putting in as tenants !." eople ho 

only remained for a year or a year and a half and then cleared out 

leaving a great deal of rates as well as rent due. Thi s would 
account for samo,at least,of non-paying Annuitants . 

RNfE COLLEC ION. 

(ed 
Tho stat e of the Rate Col~ection was submitted and referr 

to the Finance Oommittee meetin~ of the 14th April . 

In connection rith thi~ matter, the Department of Local 

Government V1rote under date 6th April 1927 (G 1475 /1927/\fexford 

County)a follows:-

ItI am directed by the Minister for Local Government and 

Public Health to ackno fledge the receipt of the Rate Collection 

Return showing tho position u_ to t e 31 .... t ultimo and to state it 

is most unsatisfactory.a sum of ovor .c3Q~O(\ O rGmaining outstanding. 

The Co . Council should take Ebffeoti ve steps to have this sum 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



, .... 

510 SL,. 

promptly lodged by the Collectors and all ·warrants closed ~ 

FOOD DRUGS ACT. 

Mr Elg&e,Solicitor explained that he had taken the neo­
essary steps with regard to the prosecution for sale of alleged 

adulterated separated creamery milk by l1lorrul'" a..'1d ~!ary '"ielty ~ vI8.ry 

Street , New Ross,also as regards appeal of :')atrick tul1ins,Mary Stre .lt 

No T Ro s for sale of alloged auultoratcP br dy d Joseph Bra":or 

Irishto m, "":rei Ross for alloged. sal f adulterated sample 0 brandy. 

On the motion of the Chairman seconded by 1r Sean O'Byrne 

the following resolution 0.;3 a<1opted:-

"II hat 'fa approve of the steps taken by ]~r Elgoe as regards 

cases of ielty, lullins and Brewer ,New Ro.";)~ unde-,. tho Food. & Drugs 

ct . " 

C') TTROL O~., DOGS ORDER . 

r Soan 0 ' yrne proposed. and Col Quin o::ieconded t e adcptDlDn 

of the follow-In resolution \Thich was submitted by the Co . \'exf.ord 

Committee of griculture and Techn~cal Instruction:-

"That the Co. Council bv arjeed to apply to t11", De _artment 

of fi..gri cuI ture for i" >.;lUG of ff ,., OlU1ty Vexfor& (Jontrol of Dogs) Order 

to provido for dog~ in the County · exford being under proper control 

during all the hours between sunset an sunrise from 1st February 

to 1st .. ay i n each Y'0a_ . T!lis o_der is neceS3ar owing to reports 

of orrying of Qh vp by dogs;!hich reports have boen raceived by 

members of this Committee . ff 

After considerable discussion a show of hand~ \'fa'"' taken 

when it was fa nd tlmt three only wore in f vour of tlC resolution 

ffhich the Chairman aocordingly declared rejected. 

The following lettc~ wa3 read from .rr James Sinnott, 

Groce , Dl.ll1cormacl~ : -

"Ther, il;; a matter in which I must ask your assistance . 

The local poople here are pressing the Postal authorities to· o'on 

a Tolephone Office in this village .. :"here is a di sused. te1eph ne 

l ine- formorly used by tho British Coast Guards- passinO' through 
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the village . 'lho oatal authorities could have all the coast l ine 

villages in the oounty connected by putting this lino i n repai r . 

Mr Miohaol Doyle T.D. is also moving in the matter-coul d 

you get tho Co. Council to draw tho attention of Dostal authorities 

to the matt~r as this village i five miles f om noarest Call Office 

am the oentre of a populous di strict . Thank ino . ou for anyt ling 

you can do in the matter ." 

Itf Doyle mentioned t hat he had seen the ~iinister for ?osts 

and Telegraphs on the above matter who had promised to consider the 

the project "':;fB t - '&h!J sympathetically. Ho~ever,10Crr Doyle) 

had_ s i noe got an official reply that the mat ter had been turnei 

dOml • .de intended to see the 'f inister aga.in . 

Col UK Quin proposed and Lr hite seconded the fol lowing 

resol ution which w-as adopted:-

ftTha t the Uni tor for ost anO_ 'l'elegraphs be as!: ed to 

re- establ ish telephonic G munioaticn bet een t10 coastal villaO'e '" 

of County roxford as wo understand thi'"' can bo done at very small 

expense and woul d mako for great rublie convenience . " 

CAMOLIN 1\ffi( ROAD. 

Un er date 7th ~ - pril 1927, the Forestry Sectinn 

(Department of A.l1d"" and Agriculture)wr to(1735/ F)that in regard to 

resolution of the County Uouncil as to tho Department's oad at 

Camolin ", ark, they referrecl the Coullcil t o t 1e Department ' s letter 

of 24th Uarch la.st and statvd t e, ha. nothing further to ad 

the-'eto . 

The l etter in que tion of 24th Larch 1927 stated that the 
paasage Tas erroneously described in the Couneil f ~ re~olution as 

a private r~ad of the Department. It was actually a right- of-way 

through the Department " land for t 1e benefi t of neighbouring 

tenants and could not be reearded as a private Toa • 

On the motion of ~r Sean t Hyrne aeconded ,.. -:le Chairman 
it a3 declCle? that cOu"'lffiunicatlon fro the D ~partr~ent under date 
7th .~.:9ril I B7(1735F )be forwarded to .. r Patrlc 1, . C. C. 

uB.molin with tho request that ho put it before:he peop10 concen.ed. 
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ender proposed a.rrl Mr Sean Of Byrne seconded. the 

folloyli.ng ro""olut ion which was adopted:-

'hat tle Dvpartment of Lands and Agriculture bo requestec 

to re-cpen t 0 Sa, Hills at Camoiin P'al'" for the benefif of the 

people of the di3trict " 

'lb.e ROoident Medical Su"pe ~ intendent, ental Hospital, 
Enniscorthy wro e ~ atin,o that :1' atrick aye~ .• C. C. 'ad resigned 

membership of tlO Committee as 1e oun it impossible to attend and 

his resignation had boeD accepte:l vlith rogret . 

1'1' I aya ... mentionerJ. that he ,resigned because he found it 

impossible for him to ttend the m03tings re larl, . 

On tho motion of Mr Sha..~on aecorded. by I' Clince the 

folloWin redo1ution \ adopted:-

I tt 'hat r i' James Gaul .0.C.7 ... ,oole's :'err'lc..." ;oxford be 

( ~pPointe a momber of t 10 ~ ,ntal Hospital Cam: i tteo vice W'r . atrick 

L liayes '4 .G. C resign • It 
-- G_ 

Under date 25th Harch 1927,th0 SeoretarY,County Board of 

Yeal th '.rro.J.. v t at t 13 cost of Galbal1y Pump wa estimated at ~:250 

and his BOu.rd .. roposerl to appl or a oan for the purpose of mI 

carrvin~ 0 t tho nor . 

u r",gu 'stoi -i-It -' Cmmty Ciounoil to make tho nece "a 

pplioati on h . ..1lD.lf of his Board. 

ndvI' dat I 2 .. th ':arc1 1 .17, tie COlmty Secretary \1rote 

~"ing the ecretary,County Boar~ of Health for the exact terms and 

date of t-l re olution r gar"'ine this Loan .. a~ after April 1st, the 

Co. Councils functions in such matter'"' mula. be merely to approve 

or otherwise of the proposals of the Board of J ealth to raise suoh 

can. 
The fo1loWin order was made thereon:-

"That '{;r Sean GtBy ne ~!.C.C.be a ad to hand ·in the nec-

essary Not ice of {ot ion to issue to the members of the Counoil rel­
ative to approval of Loan of £25() in connect ion with erection of 
Galbally p. 

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES 



513 
POISONS AND PHA.R lACY ACT. 

The follo'lino re"olution lias adopted on tho motion of 

Mr Sean 0 'Byrne seconded by1r Clinoe:-

"That ne' licence under the ~oison'" and barmacy Act of 

1908 be issued to !r Tamos Henne .... sy, outh Street,Jew Ro"'s,ani that 

renewal of licence under tho said Act be iS3ued. to ,;r Bichard Breen 

Commeroial ~ ay, Wexford . tI 

PRINTING RECEIl:T AND DE] 

'J'he following Tenders wore reoeival for the printing of 

above:-
The eople----------£28-l3-~ 

Free !?rvss---------. ..:30-0-0 

1is.] ~anraha.n------ ~-O-O. 

On the motion of Col in seconded by Mr Sean O'Hyrne 

the tender of" A 0 :)eoplo It at : .. 28-13-f), (being t'le lowe t )was accepte 

BIOGRAPHICAL SOCIET~ 0 LiELAND. 

On t e motion of 1r 'f 1 sec nde _ by Cel Quin, it was tiB 

docided to refer to tle Finance CQ~ittee Ci cular lotter from t_e 

Bibliographical SooietY'of Iralan ralative to the wide- pread 

demand on the part of Librarians.eto. ,for some trustworthy guidancE 

to Taros the stooking of Irish libraries with the' e ... t books avail­

able in evory department of Iris 1 literature. The Society would 

r",paro .:;, lOla l..1l ide pro .ide -ten ~il)ra.r ut oritic;) would each 

oontribute a sum of .J5 toward he cost. 

--.-----------
Undo elate 7tL April 1~27, 8. letter a ra d asking the 

CQuncil to pal~ioipate in tle COIT~emoration Ceremonies on Easter 

Sunday deal in with the deaths of all County ~ 'ex ford men who fell 

in the strugal, for Jllldependence oincv E~~tcr 191). 

'rhe Chairman mentioned that no the n.attor wa::; not on 

the Agendn .I. aper it 'VB.r:3 not Ie ally before the meeting. IIoweve r, 

sinoe the County lb unoil had Ion since decided not to part ioipate 

in politioal mattors,he propo e that no action bo taken relative 

to this Commemoration Ceremony. 
Col Quin ::;eoonde~ the resolution which was passed . 
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. .,. TIFlC T j OF Sc.;C ... "TARY. 

~~-------------------~~-

I hereby certify the forego1ng to 

be a co~rect record of the inutes of 

Proceedings of exiord County Council in 

respect of sting held on 11th APril , 1927. 

(Slgned) ___________ _ 

Secretary. 

Dated this 16th day of April ,1927. 
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