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WEXFORD-ENNISCORTHY ROAD. q

Under date 23rd March 1927,Mr Elgee,Sclieitor reported
that the Contraot and Bond for above road with the [* onoer Recad ‘

Construction Company had been campleted and stamped.

In cormection wth work on th' s road,the County Surveyor |
submi tted the followt ng letter from the I onser Road Constmotion

Company as regards provision of mater al from Kerlogue “uarry:-

"o have not a copy of the Speai fication before us at

the moment,but our recollection cof its contents does not make it |

obligatory on the Contractor to work all of the three quarri es

The only way we can suggest to meet the points raised

at the recent meeting of the County Council is to purchase from
you the stone required for that ssctiom of the road between Kyle

Cross and Ferrycarrig Bridge,that is to say approx mately 5'000

oub ¢ yards.
Ve have mde our arrangements for the installation of

a larse and? exnenst ve nlant at Promawood Omarry and 1t wonld be
quite undesirable anl uneconcmical for us to split up our organ- |
jsati on in the manner suggested by you.

We trust to hear fram you that you will be able to fall
in with our plans in this matter.®

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr Cori sh seconded by Mr Boggani-

*That the County Surveyor be instruoted to supply 5000
cubic yards of material from Kerlogue Ouarry at production price | |
to the Pioneer Road Constructt cn Company for re-construction of :
road, Vexford-Enni scorthy provided the Company are sati sfied w th

. {
the price proposed to be charged by Co. Surveyor for this material. |
FLOODING OF ROAD 342E. '

Correspondence was submi tted from Mrs El za Forrestal,
Grange K1 llamne complaining of the flooding of her land by water
from the road at Grange,Killanne.

On the moti on of Mr Sean 0 'Byrne second&l by the Chaire
man it was dscided that the Co. Surveyor submtt the corrsspondence |
in this matter to Mr Elgee,Sclicitor ith a view to ascortainming | |
vhat 18 the liability of the County Council in the case,
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ENNISCORTHY COURTHOUSE.
The follow ng letter was received from lir Elgee,SEINEY

Solicitor:-

"The Cirew ¢t Court Judge has made a Decree by consent
herein,far the sum of £2901 with £10 costs,and I have taken out
the Decree and it has been lodged with the Ministry of Finance.

I expect shortly to hear from them that the matter is
in order and that we may proceed with the reconstruction.”
It was decided that the following Comittee meet the

County Surveyor at the Emd scorthy Courthouse site on 6th April
viz,lesars T, MoCarthy,James Shannon,James Clinoe,’l Jordan,

David FKavanagh,.. Mornagh,County Counct 1lors for Emmi scorthy Co.
Eloctoral Area and Nr James Hall, with a wew to cons dering plan |

of reconstructed Courthouse.
CRANT FOR WORKS ON ROAD DMPROVIMENT

[

Under date 25th March 1927,the following(No.R/R@#/201)
vas read from the Roads Department of Local Government Departments |

*I am directed by the M nister for Local Government and |
Publj ¢ Health to state that a Grant of 22000 from the Road Fumd |

has been =ot astds on behalf of the Vexfor? County Council for
works of road improvement in certain toux st centres in the County.

The areas seleoted and the amount allocated in respect of each
area Teshommx is shown below.
Proposals for the most suitable works should be sube
mitted on Formm No. 11 as soon as possible,so that the work may
be well advanced if not completed before the Tourist Season opens.
Tn fram'ng proposals works of greatest adwmntapge from

the tour st point of view should be a med at.
Area wwe--= Courtom e=--- £21,000

" esmsenee B023]12Y8 wweeeef 1,000,
£2.000, *

The County Surveyor stated that £1000 would only go a
very small way towards effecting any resal improvement at the
touri st centres. At Courtown he sugpested that they should
contimue steam-rolling beg mning at the Main Street end of Gorey
tom and procecding as far as they ocould go in the diwection of
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Courtown Harbour.

As regards Rosslare,if they could get some arrangement
fized up vith ths Rajlway Company as regards level crossing, they
he(Co. Surveyor) would be in favour of completing the Slob Road ¥
into Rosslare, The oxisting road from the Raj lway Station at
Rosslare to the Strand could be made faj rly wide except at the Ix

lower end at Vurphy's house.

The proposals of the County Surveyor were appwoved of,

and he was directed to submit the particulars on the special Fom
fumi shed by the Department of Local Government. ,

On the motion of lir Sean 0'Byrne seconded by Mr Cortsh
the following resclution was adopted:-

*That the Ra lway Ccmpany be requested to make a contribe
uticon to the cost of jmproving the rcad from Rosslare Railway
Station to Rosslare Strand and that the Co. Surveyor be anthorised
to submit part culars to the Great Southerm Railways Company on
this matter." _

GRANT FOR IMPROVEMENT OF MAIN ROADS,

——

nder date 25rd NEVSHEEYX March 1927,the Department of
Local Government(Roads) wrote(SGD/701)stating that the sum of

£0942 had been provisionally allccated te the County Vexford for
the improvement of the main rcads, Of this sum, 28700 was to be
expended on surface dressing v th tar or bi tumen.

The County Surveyor menticmed that in accordance with
the programme which he had submitted to the Department,:t was

contemplated to deal with 31 miles of main roads with second cocat-
ing of tar and five miles with £ rat coating. As regards the
£1242 left owr from the proposal for tarring, he was in favour of

finishing the work on the road from New Ross to Vexford w th that

money. It was necessary that a fair amount of work should be done

in the neighbourhood of Tamcoole om thi s road. |
Mr Boggan complajned that very little attentjon was being

paid to the New Tine from "exfor! to Duncamnon but the County Sur-

voyor pointed out that there was no money avajlable for this road ..
Twelve months hence ,however, they might be able to apply scome
towards it.

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES



, 34,
430
B%E - '\"'r'-.T,L ﬂ.T M IL R.".GE.

Mr Thomas Opllen,Asst stant Surveyor reportod under date
25th March 1927 that recently he had put a new pipe mllst across

this rcad at the Stil) by permission of Mr 7. J. Dawvt 8.

Hr Davis was anxious that the Co. Council would carry
cut some repairs to mill-race which he stated was tie Council's
job.

Mr Sean 0'Bymrme propeosel and the Chas mman seconded the
following which was adopted:e

*That the Ce. Surveyor submit the camuni cation of Mr
Davis in camection wi th repair of mill-rage on 2903F to Mr Elgoe,

Solicti tor for his opinion.”
BROATFORD BRIDGE.

In reply to Mr Sean O'Byrne,Mr Enm s,Assigtant Surveyor
stated he proposed to commence repairs to this bridge in May, and
he would have the work finished in June.

CORRALLY BRIDGE, |

The Co. Surveyor reported that on

March 23th. in company
vith M Ennis he had inspected this bridge

whi ch was a short dis-
tance to the scuth of M llenagh, Cne of the arches was badly shaken

oring to hsavy lorry traffic. The bridge was in a dangsercus con-
dition at present and ho suggested that 1t should be closed to
lorry traffic. It would cost about £187 for repas re.

~

n the motion of ¥Mr Shannon seconded by Vir Coxs sh,it was
( decided that application be made to the Mnister for the clost ng
\ of Corbally Bridge south of ¥ llenagh to lorry traffic for a pers od

of twelve months to allow of repairs being carried out,the altern-

\ ative routes being through ¥illemagh or throeush the Ford of Hl-
anckridge.

M ANV

ERECTION OF DWELLING HOUSE AT DUNCA NNORN.

Under date 2lat March 1927,ihe following was read from
Mr Be Downes,lerchant, Duncamnon:-

*I beg to apply to your Council for pemmissiom to erect
& dwelling house otoc. on the banks at Duncamon on the Duncarmon-

Wexford road adjoining the village. I have got the # te from Lord
Templemors . "
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The following report was submj tted by Mr John Kehoe,

Agsl stant Surveyor:-
*T have inspected the place at Duncammen whore ¥Mr Down
jntends erecting a éwelling house.

He {8 levelling cut the bank by the sea about forty
perches on the south stde of Duncamnon village on road 37R.

T™he house w1l be ten or twelve feet in from the road
with a concrete path runming inside the watertables,along by
the house.

Tt certainly will not interfeore in any way with the

traffic on the road, and in my opinmion, W 11 be an improvement
to the place.”
Tt was proposed by Mr Shannon seconded by Hr Celfer

and pazsed:-
*'hat permission bo g ven to Mr B. Downes for the ere

jon of house at Duncannon banks."

ENNISCORTHY POUND.

Tn connecti on with letter {rom ion.S8c. Enniscorthy
pranch of Society for Prevention of Cruelty to Animals,to pay
a Pound-keeper at Fnn scorthy and to make provision for upkeop
of stray animals, tho matter was submitted to Mr J. V. Fahy,5-a%
Distriot Justioce for his opinion.

My fahy wrote stating that the question of Pounds was
now in the hands of the County Regl strar. He sugzested that the
matter be taken up with him.

Tt was déc ded on the motion of lr Shammon seconded
by ¥r Celfer to polnt ouf to ¥r Davis,ton. Sec. NeS.P.Clhs
Enni scorthy,who was interested in the matter, that the County
Counci 1 have nothing to say to the navment of the pound-koeper
or the arrangements in comnection with the Pound,the matter
being one for the County Registrar,iir J. N, Scallan.

BOILERS (ETC.AT OLD JAIL.

Tho County Surveyor subm tted letter under date 19th
March 1937 from ¥Mr J.S. loDonald,Ballysden House,Clonroche,
asking 1f he could purchase a boiler and bath from those in

the 014 Jail.

Tt was decided to inform Mr ¥McDonald that pending
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A~
the rsecnstruct:on of the cld Jall premises,the County Councll
wonld not dispose of any fittings there at present.
WEXFORD COURTHOUSE.

Tt was deoided to ask the iinister for Finanoce to
receive a deputation relative to reconstruction of 01d Jail
promj ses as a Court,Court Offices,elc. in accordance with the
ascnsent of the Min ster for Justice agreeing to this proposal, ‘

NEW ROSS COURTHOUSE, !

Tt was decidel on the motion of Mr Shannon seconded by

Mr Boggan that when lease of Few Ross Courthcouse has besn executed

by the Tottenham Trustees,the Finance Committee should consider
the .

the letting nf/#h{-s portion of the premises which will not be

required for Court purposes. ete.

’ AR A'TYVIAAT) A TY Al
CI.E. 14 ._.-\;',.'?.. & A4 rA'.\J'- -

The County Superintendent , Garda Sjocothchana,wrote under
date 25th March 1027 asking that Sergt.Arthur J. Tes(2185) bde
appointed a3 Inspector under Cinematograph Act,1909 vice Sergt.

M.J.Gorman(183}transferred to another county.

The followine resolntion was adopte? en the motion of
Col Quin ssconded by Mr Cloney:-

*"That Sergt.Arthur J. Lee(2185)be appointed Inspector
under (inematograph Act, 1900 for Fethard sub-distrioct(Carda .

Sicthohana)vice Sergt. NeJ.Gorman(1831) trandferred tc another

Gﬂwtyo
WEIGHTS & MEASURES OFFICE,NEW ROSS.

Under date 213t March 1927 th: followinz was read from

Sergt .Sweeney(G.S.) Inapecto under Velights & Measures Acti-
< ‘ -

T beg to state that T intend commencing the anmmal

rever: ficati on of Weights & Measures in the New Ross Court I} strict "t
vithin the next few days. For this purpose a suj tabls offjce |
vill have to bs provided by the County Council. Last year the
Office provided was aritimly too small for the purpose-the work
had to go on too slowly and took too lomgz to complete,

I understand that the Co., Council are taking over the

Courthouse,lNev Ross in the near fulures and there should be no

4121 culty in sattinf’ aside a room in the buj 18 n

!
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Weights & Measures 0ffice. I would be thankful 3 £ an office would
be allocated tc me as soon as possible. Until then I intend to
carry on in the office used last yoar.

The following requisites should be installed 'n offioel-
¥riting table,work bench for testing and adjusting woi ghts,scales
and measures,shelves for storing standands,traders' weights etec,

awai ts ng veri ficatiomn,also 1ighting and heating arrangements and
gas ring for melting lead 1 ogether wi thater supply and tap,trough
and basin."

T¢ was decided to refer to the County Surveyor the
question of the provision of offios for Veights & leasures bus-
gness in Conrthouse and recsive a report from himfin the matter.

Tt was also agreed that he shonld conmlt with Sergt.
Sweeney in rogard to furmjture roqul red for office. Sergt. Sweene)
13 to carry on for the present in sxisting office.

PROPOSED BRIDGE AT WHITEHOUSE.

¥y Shannon $aid he had been asked by a number of rate-

payers to bring before the moeting the necessi ty which oxisted
for the erection of a bridge on 257E(from Gurrawn Lane to Breen's
oublic house at Rathmare)at the "hite House.

+ was decided that the Co. Surveyor arrange to meet
yr Sharmon on road in question in comnection w th the proposal

and that a roport bs presented to next meeting of Road*:‘ jommittee.

WATER TABLE AT POULPEASTY.

¥r Shannon referred to a defective water-table at
Poulpeasty Chapel. It was decided that the Co. Surveyor should

inspect this with Mr Thorpe and¥r Shanncm and raport to next
meeting of Roads Commi tteo.
BROWNSWOOD QUARRY.

Vr James Brien, Glenteigue,Glenbrien came before the pf
meetinz in reference to his claim(adjourned from last meeting)
for compensation for work of str pping,stc.at Brownswood Quarry
vhich had heen afterwards taken over by the Co. Council without
compensation to Mr Brien. .

After congy derable d' scussion,the following resolution
vas adopted on the motion of Nr Hall seconded by VMr Boggenle

*That the Co. Council be rescammended to pay Mr Brienm,
Glenteigue 2 sum of 210 in full discharge of his claim incaon-
nection with stripping rosk and preparing face at Brovnswood
Quarry which vas subseyuently taken over by the Co. Counct 1
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It was proposed by the Chairman seconded by Mr Hall
and carried:-

"That the Minutes of Rocads Committee in respect of
meeting held on 28th March 1927, be and are hereby confirmed.
Enniscorthy-Wexford Road.

Mr Doyle proposed and Col Gibbon seconded the following:-

"That the County Surveyor again approach the Pioneer
Road Construction Company and endeavour to arrange with them to
have a reasonable quantity of material taken from "erlogue Quarry
in order to provide employment frr the men of the district and who
are very badly in need of same." Adopted.

Col Gibbon complained of the manner in which the prelimine
ary work of laying the foundation on this road had been carried out,
particularly between Edermine and Oylegate. Yards and yards of skm
stone put in for bottoming,had,owing to the heavy traffic,bulged
over to the sides which were now higher than the centre of the road. |
He hoped the Co. Surveyor was satisfied with the work done. He(Col
Gibbon)was very glad the lLocal Government Department wers respons-
ible for the re-construction of this roadsand not the C~. Couneil.

He did not know how it would be possible for any concrete,unless

heavily reinforced,to stand on a bottom vhich had no foundation.
Corramacorra Road.

Col Gibbon complained that he was the only person who
attended the Committes for Corramacorra Road on the 4th April.

Mr Corish and Mr Boggan stated that the day in question
vas so frightfully inclement they thought it was impossible to have
a meeting.

After discussion,it was decided that a meeting of the
Committee be re-fixed for Wednesday 13th April at 11 o'clock.(Summer

Time) .
Camblin Road.

this
Mr Cocney complained that four miles of /roadg were in a
very bad condition.

The County Surveyor said he “ould not do any more than he
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had done at present on this road. 495

It was decided that so far as was possible,the County
Surveyor should have the pot-holes filled.

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
Mr Clince seconded by Mr Colfer:-

"That on their next inspection,the Roads Inspection Come-
mittee be requested to visit and report as to the state of the rcad
between Duncannon and New Ross via Camblin.

Gorey Hill Quarry. '

In reply to Mr Sean 0'fyrne, Mr Elgee stated that Miss
Palmer,Gorey Hill,Gorey had refused to give a right of way into
the proposed mu hew quarry. She alleged that there was a road at
the back of the quarry which could be used without crossing her

land. He(Mr Elgee) was in cammunication with the Co. Surveyor in
the matter.

Mr Sean 0'Byrne pointed out that the order of the Council
was that proceedings should be taken against Miss Palmer if she
refused to agree to their request.

Mr Elgee considered it was premature to take proceedings. ||
If they went to Court in the present instance they would be met by
the statement that there was another road available without cross-
ing Miss Palmer's land. The District Justice would only give an
Order to enter the quarry,but he would have nothing to say as to
what compensation was to be paid tc the owner.

The matter was adjourned to next meeting of the Roads
Camittes.

Ballylanfién Railway Crossing.
| In reply to Mr Colfer,the Co. Surveyor stated that he
vas in communication with the Railway Engineer who had directed

his foreman to go on with the work at Ballylannon Railway crossing.

Sewerage at Taghmon.

Mr Gaul mentioned that as regards references made to
this matter at the Roads Committee by the Co. Surveyor,a report had

been received by the Health Becard from their Fngineer that the
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public sewerage in Taghmon was all right. Any repairs which xerzness
were necessary were in comnection with private owmers' drains.

The Co. Surveyor stated his view was that the common drain
dowmn the centre of the village had broken down from time to time in
years past and had never been satisfactorily repaired. He would
certainly say that it was not in a sanitary condition and no proper
outfall had been provided. It was not possible to put gullets and

traps to discharge into a place 1ikg tH8f. 1o suggested that they
should go into the matter on the spot with the Engineer of the
Health Board,Mr Shortall.

This suggestion was adopted.

0l1d versus New Time.

Mr Comnors said it was wry unfair to ask road workers
to carry on by new time. He did not see what harm could be effected

by allowing them to work by the old time from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.

The County Surveyor did not think this would be a satis-
factory arrangemont. Thoy worked by k new time last year and had
no difficulty whatever in the matter.

The following resolution was adopted on the motion of
lir Shannon seconded by lir Colfer:-

*That the road gangers ascertain from the rcad workers
their opinion as to vhether they prefer working by old time or
new time, and that the matter be further considered at next meeting
of the Roads Committee.

The resclution of the Chairman as to the confirmation
of the Mimutes was then put and passed.

CORONERS * (AMENDMENT) -ACT 1927. I

Circular letter from the Department of Local Goverrnment
dated 28th March 1927(B.G. 12282/192 Tlgnoitheach) was read.

The Chairman proposed and Mr Sean 0'Byrne seconded the
following resolution which was adopted:-

*"That Circular letter from Department of Tocal Govern-
ment (B.G. 12282/1927/I1gnoitheach)and Coroners{/mendment) Act be

referred to the Finance Cammittee for consideration and report."”
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APPQINI'MENTS COMMISSION.

Mir Doyle complained of the delay by the Local Appoint-
ments Commission in making appointments of Medical Officers for
Carrigbyrne and Bunclody. The ratepayers had now been mulcted in
at least £56 owing to this delay.

Col Gibbon proposed and Mr Boggan seconded the following
resolution wvhich was adopted:-

*That this County Council desires to draw the attentiom
of the Minister for Local Govermment to the unnecessary expense
incurred by the rate-payers of this county through the dilatory
action of the Local Appointments Commission as regards the vacancies
for Medical Officers in the districts of Carrigbyrne and Bunclody?

It was proposed by Mr Hall seconded by lMr Jordan and
carried:- "That the attention of the Auditor General be called
to the action of the Appointments Commission in neglecting to make
within reasonable time, appointments of two Officers under the
County Board of Health. The rate-payers of County Vexford have
already been mulcted to the extent of ZEBEKE £66 by this delay,and

in tho ol reustanceq, e qengiier ViR, RIS GuRml Yow'd BRBAR
surcharge the responsible officer of the Commission with this
amount . "

COUNTY T.IBRARY SCHEME
Under date 4th April 1927, (G/11166/1927 /Vexferd County)

the Department of Local Government wrote enclosing copy of In-
spector's Report regarding the above and stating that the Minister
is in accord with the suggestions of the Inspector.

The following is the Report of the Inspector:-
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A Chara,

In accordance with instructions conveyed in yowr letter
of the 7th ult., I held on the first and second days of
March ,1927, in the Book Repository, 74, North Main Strect,
Wexford, an Inquiry on QOath into the administration of the
Wexford County Library Service.

Mr. Elgee, Solicitor, attended on bchalf of the
Wexford County Council, and the following witnesses were
sworn and examined: -~

Mr. N. J. Frizelle, Secretary County Council

Mr . Thomas McCarthy, Chairman County Council.

Mr., William Thorpe, Member County Council.

Rev. Bro.Markey, Christian Bros.Schools, Wexfoxd.

Mr . Patrick Hickey, Technical Institute, Emmiscoxrthy,
(Member Lib.Committee).

Mr . Bdward Foley, Member Library Committee and former

0hC0.004)

Miss Nellie O'Ryan, Member Library Committec.

Mr. Denis Whelan, Member Library Committee, and

Miss Josephine Walsh, County Librarian.

The Rev. Pr. Fitzhenry, P.P., Our Lady's Island,

Member of the Library Committee, was in attendance =
throughout the Inquiry, and although he did not

himself give evidence, his helpful explamtions of

some of the points at issue were much appreciatecd.

At the outsct, Mr. Elgee, Solicitor, protested against
the order in which I had proposed to tzke and examine witncsses,
but, as I took the view that the Inquiry was intended rather
a8 a scarching investigation of the whole ILibrary Servicc than
as 2 trial of particular persons, I did not deem it eXpedicnt
to alter my arrangements.

Mr. Hickey, member of the Library Committeec, contended
that as the Library Committec was sct up by tke Library Aut hority
(the Co. Council), they, the Library Committee, had the right
cqually with the County Council to requisition the services
of Mr. Elgee, but that, as Mr. Elgece had, by his advice to the
County Council at their meceting on the 10/5/26 committed
himsclf to the policy of the County Council, they, the Iibrary
Committeec, had deccided to attend the Inquiry without legal
representation. I am impresscd by Mr. Hickcy's contention.

The evidence falls under four main headings as follows:-

2. Evidencc in support of the contemtion that the
full powers vested in the Wexford County Council as
Library Authority were, by resolution of the 27-4-25,
delcogatced to the Library Committec and that the powers
so delegated were never properly rccalled.

b. Evidence to the effect that in passing their resolution
on the 10-5-26,which purported to retain ccrtain powers
in their own hands and to declegate others to the Library

Committce, the Wexford County Council acted within theix
aut hority.

c. Evidence as to the functions omxercisced by the Courty

Council and the Library Committee, and of the relation-
ship between these two bodies.
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' ] i f > Libr: heme and
d. Bvidencc as to the working of the Library 3¢ o
gcxhe manner in which the duties of the Library officers
werec being discharged.

Under a. there is:-~

1, The evidemce of Mr. Hickey that as the Co. Council had

by treir resolution of April 1925 alrecady delegated full
library powers to the Library Committee, they, the County
Council, were not in a position in May, 1926 to make
further delegations; that the Chairman c¢f the County
Council, the Vice Chairman of the County Council, and .
Colonel Quin, the proposer of the May 1926 resolution did
not appear to have had any knowledge of the powers alrcady
bPoSscssed by the Library Committec . (This latter contention
Seems t0 be borne out by the evidence of the Chairman of the
County Council, who stated that "personally, he was not
aware of the powers already delegated to the Library
Committee").

2. The evidence of Iiss O'Ryan ard of Mr. Denis Whelan

Corroborating Mr. Hickey.

S» The evidence of Mr. Rdward Foley that "the County Council

re-appointed the existing Library Committee but did not
question in any way the powers or duties already conferred
on the Library Committce by the outgoing County Councilw,

T — e —— . e e S S, S .

Under b. there is:-

1. The evidence of MNr. N. J« Frizelle that the powers delegated
by resolution of R7/4/25 were delegated to the 0ld Library
Committec, and that the only powers delegated to the

present Library Committee were those given by resolution of
10/5/26.

2. The evidonce of the Chairman of the County Council, Mr.
Thomas McCarthy, that until May 1926 no powers were
conferrcd on the present Library Committee, and that the

Library Committee was an "optional" not g "statut oxy"
Comittee,

T e e e . . s i

It scems to me:-

1. That the powers and dutics delegated to the Library
Committec by resolution of April 1925, were in no way affected

of the Library Authority (the County Council) by reason of
the occurrence of tocsal Elecctions,

2« That while the necessity for appointing new committoes
arisqs automatically on the taking of office by a new County
Council, the necessity for defining the powers and duties of
Such new committees does not So arise, and, in the presens
Case, did not in fact arisc.
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3. That the County Council resln.of Mgy 1926 purporting
to confer certain powers on the Library Committec was not
occasioncd by any administrative necessity.

4., That if the Wexford County Council had had at their

meet ing on the 10-5-26 a clearcr conception of the grave
problems involved in the managemant of a Library Schenc
they would have refrained from gpproving terms which were

in effect an affront to their excellent Library Committee,
more cspecially as the mermbers of that Committec werc
admittedly selected because of their exceptional fitness to
deal with the organisation and management of an intcllectual
cntorprise.,

Concurrently with these views, however, I am disposed to
hold that even although the County Council of Wexford did by
resolut ion of April,1925 confer upon and assign to thcir
Library Committee all their powers and duties under the
Library Act of 1855, the County Council were not thercby
precluded from themsclves eXercising at any time, any of

the powers or duties so conferred. The pesition appears to be
simply that of Principal and Agent, that is o sgy, while a
Principal may delegate to an Agent power to do certain things,
the Principal may himself also do thesc same things.

e — s S e b e e e

Under ¢, we have: -

1. The evidence of Mr, Hickey that the action of the County
Council was directly responsible for the closing of the
Fmiscorthy centre; that there was delay in calling together
the sub-committce appointed by the Library Committce to deal
with the question of filling a vacancy on the Library Staff;
that resolutions of protest from the Library Committec were
treated with contempt by the Co. Council; that the Co. Coumcil
availed of every oppor tunity to deprive the Library Committcc
of control; that no FPinance Committec of the Library Committce
had been set up; tlat the Co. Council regulated the holidays
of Library Officcrs; that the County Council acted illegally
in filling a vacancy on the Library Staff (this contention is
covercu by my obs.above); that the Co. Council lowcred the
standaxrd of education grd the subjects of examination as
decided upon by the Library Committece; that the Co. Council
interfered with the authority of the Library Committec by
appoint ing & gentleman on thec Book-selcction Committec which
is a sub-comnittec of the Library Committco.,

2, The corroborative cvidcrcc of Miss Néllie O'Ryan and
Mr. Denis Wheclan.

3. The cvidence of the Rev. Brother Markey that the standard
of cxanination as prescribed by the Co.Counc il was lower than
that laid down in an examination for Junior Assistent Librarian
in Rathmines; that the standard of Irish prescribed by the
County Counc il was so low that it was impossible to sct an
examination on it ; that the time-~table prescribed by the

County Council so limited the time for each papcr that he

was prevented fram fully exploring the extent of knowlzdge

that would ordinarily be possesscd by students of the standard
in question; that the subject of Literature was expunged by the
Co. Council.
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4, The evidence of the County Secretary that all
representations received fran the Library Committec were
fully dealt with by his Council; that in fixing the
cxamination subjccts and standard the Counc il had in mind
the appointment of g CLERICAL ASSISTANT, not an Assistant
Librarian; that the qualifying percentage, namely thirty-
three and a third was that fixcd on a former occasion for
the posit ion of rate collector. (With rofercnce to this
post I should say that franm the naturc of the dutics to

be performed and the objection to act as smbstitute during
any tcmporary abscnces of the County Librarian, the lady
rocantly appointed to the Library Staff was in fact an
Assistaent Librarian and not a mere clerical assistant. I
am strengthenced in this view by the testimony of Mr . Hickey
to the effcet that two former assistants who served in the
WVexford Library in a similar capacity had since obtained
posts as chief Librariens).

I have noted: -

The chilling mandatc of the Co.Co.at their mecting on
10-5-26, the fact that the Library Committeec had no
authority ovor the Library Staff; that cven the function

of checking and vouching library accounts for payment had
been denicd than; that the Scecretary of the County Council
was in reality the executive officer of the Library Committec
although not under the control of the Library Committee; that
inst ead of prompt and sympathetic understand ings on all
mattcrs affccting the Library Scrvice, rcpresentations madce
by the Library Committee to the County Council werc permittcd
to take tlat cold; formal rautine course which gave rise 1o
suc h misapprchension on the part of the Library Committec;
that thec ambitious standard aimed at by the Library Committcc
in filling the vacancy on the Library Staff campared very

unf avourably with the palpably low standard required by the
County Council, and, lastly, that so few members of the
County Council deemed the Inquiry worthy of their attendance.

From gll t his cvidence it is clear:-

Y. Taat the reiationship between the two bodies has
not been characterised ty occasional friendly cxchanges.

2+ That the disinterested zcal of the Library Committee has
net with nothing tut aloof dominzstion at the hands of the
County Council,

8, That the position of the Library Committec all through
has been oneg of uncertainty and inmpotonce;

4, That the interest of the County Council in the affairs
of the Library Schane was quickened by thc report of a vacancy
on the Librexry Staff, and

5., That thc highly-commendable and succcssful endeavour of
the County Scecretary to inaugurate and establish a Rural
Library Service in the Count y Wexford appears to have been
narked by a friendly unwillingness on his part to permit any
geriow ncasure of Library control from passing from Fortview
to North Strand Street.

© WEXFORD COUNTY COUNCIL ARCHIVES




(5).

In comgcetion with the rama in which the County
Tibrarian has been discharging hor duties it will suffice
to cnuncrate certain of the admissions rade by the lady
herseclf in the coursc of her evidence — adnissions which
prove conclusively that she is in fact, uncqual to the
responsibilit iecs of her officce.

Her minutcs were inconmplete and inaccurate; she

failed in her intcrpretation and execcution of the orders

of hor comnittee; the lapsing € centres was not properly
investigatcd; she purchascs books without authority and

made somc purchascs that were at lcast indiscrect ; she did

no rcal proPaganda work; callcd her comnmittec togoether at
unsuitatle tires or not at all, and in a general way, displayed
a deplorable lack of tusinecss and sccretarial capacity.

The great function of a Library Committec is, un-
questionably, to scc that the naturc of the books procurcd;
the standard of their cxcellernce and the sufficicncy of
thelir numbers conform to the intellecctual requircnents of
the ppople for whon they cater, but it rmust be cvident that
if this function is to be cxerciscd fully and cffcctively
there must be, under the control of that Committec, subject
to it, loyal to it, and co-opcrating whole-heartedly with it,
a highly-trainecd officcr of outstanding attainments and
ideals, whosc duty it would be to rcach his pcople and
ascer tain their particulgr local necds; to create & bok-
atmospherc that would penctrate to every corner of his
district.

Books in the hands of a merc "Rccordcr of Book-
Movenents" fail to fulfil their destiny, so that not only
mst the County Librarian be an oxrganiscr of ninds and of
nethods but he must at all tincs onjoy the confidence
and respcct of his comnmittec. The chooscrs of his books
must be the chooscrs of hinm and his assistants,

Af".e:.r carcful consideration of the facts and information
elicitcd at the Inquiry I mve to rccommend:-—

l, To the County Council:-

The rcstoration to the Librery Committee of all thro
powcrs and privileges of April 1925.

The transfer of the present Librarian to the general
county sexrvice.

2. To the Library Comnmittce:-—

The application of their minds with all carnestness to
the qucstion of selccting for the post of County Librarian
an officer whose record, education and training qualify in
a special way for the great trust of cultivating and developing
a schaiec of such stupendous inportance to the pcoplc of Wexford.
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In the belief that the spirit in which contradictory
views werc put and cxpounded at tho Inquiry can be taken
as fairly indicative of the capacity of the citizens of
Texford to ventilatc and considor their differences in
an atnosphere of goodwill, I feel that there is room for
but one regret, nanely, tilat instcad of a full and
friendly exchange of views on the tenth of May 1926 there

Should have been necessity for a Swom Inquiry on the Pirst
March,1927,

J. A. GLEESON,
L.G.Audi tor .

To/-

The Minister for Local Government & Public Health
Upper Yerrion Strect,
DWW B I:I N
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Tn connection with this matter, the following report under

dats 5th March 1927 was read fram Nr Elges,Solicitor:-

"Theg to report that,as instructed,I attended on bohalf

of the County Council at the Local Govermment Enquiry in connection
with the administration and working of the County Library Scheme

which was held on the 1st and 2nd inst.in the County Tibrary Office.
Wexford by Mr Gleeson,Local covernment Inspector. o

A$ the opening of the Enquiry,the Insnector stated that
the procé&ure he proposed.to adopt in taking the evidence wag,that
he would first take the County Secretary's evidence,then that of
the Chairman of the County Council,then any me mbers of the Council
who wished to be heard, and then he would take the witnesses for
the Tibrary Committee.

I objected to this course being adopted,and pointed out
that the Enquiry had been asked for by the Library Gammittee,aﬁd
that except for the letter from the Local Government Department
informing the County Council that an Enquiry was to be held into
the working of the Tibrary Scheme in the County,ths Council had
not been given any particulars vhatever of the case which they had

to meet or the charges which had been made against them to the

Department,and that it was impossible for the Council witnesses
to deal with the matter in the dark.

The Inspector refused to alter his ruling as to the order
in which he proposed to take the evidence,but stated he would take
a note of my objection.

Tt was only during the afterncon of the second day of
the hearing that Mr Hickey,Principal of the Technical School ,Xiii
Enniscorthy,and eme a member of the Library Committee,was allowed
by the Inspector to read a carefully prepared statement on behalf
of the Library Committee of the charges which they made against
the chncil,tﬁat the Council's representatives at the Enquiry
knevw exactly what the allegations were,and these allegations werse
met by the Secretary of the County Council as far as was possible

on such short notice.
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"Had the County Council or their Officials been in pogsess-
ion of the allegations made by the Library Committee to the Loecal
Government Department before the Enquiry,they would have been in

their
a much better position to put/the—caae for-the fully before the

Inspector."

Mr Elgee also wrote under date 9th April 1927 as follows:-
"As instructed by Finance Committee I have locked into

the qualifications and disqualifications of the members of County
Library Committee.

Thres members of this Committee,viz./Mr P. Hickey,Prin-
cipal, TechnicalInstitute,Enniscorthy: Mr T. Lungley, Principal,
Technical Institute,New Ross and Miss Nellie 0 'Ryan, Secretary to
County Insurance Committee are disqualified from acting as Officers
of their Committees so long as they remain members of Library
Comnittee. See Section 70 of Local Govermment Act of 1925 and
definition Section (i)(ii) and (iii)."

After discussion,the following resoldio® Was proposed
by the Chairman seconded by Col Gibbon :-

*"That a Conference be held on 14th April between the
finance Committee of the County Council and the following represent-
atives of the County Wexford Library Committee:- Rev., R. Fitzhenry
P.P.tMessrs E. P. Ffoley,and Denis 'helan in order to arrive at
a proper working arrangement for County Tibrary Service."

Tt would,the Chairman pointed out,avoid all friction in
the future if they had some understanding with the Committee as
tc how the work was tc be done.

Mr Corish considered,on a point of procedure,it would
be more advisable to ask the Library Committee to name their own
representatives who would meet the Finance Committee in conference.

The Chairman accepted this view and proposed,-"That the
Library Conmittee be requested to nominate representatives to meet,

with a view to the consideration of the report of the Inspector of

the Local Goverrnment Department,and as tt‘:l}?uture working of the

Library Scheme,fhe Finance Committee of County Council on 88th:.
April 1927."
Col Gibbon seconded this resolution which was adopted.
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It was proposed by Mr Hall seconded by lMr Sean 0'Byrne
and passed:-

"That this County Council hereby decide that in future
they must decline to be represented at any Govermment Enquiry
(similar to that conducted recently into the working of the County
Library Service),which proposes to investigate allegations or ¢
charges made against the County Council unless a ta statement of
these charges and allegations be furnished to the Counecil previous
to the holding of said Enquiry."

FORTHCOMING DAIL ELECTIONS.

"
The following Memo from the Minister for Local Govern-
ment was read:-
The Vinister for Local Covernment and Public Health in-

vites general co-operation in making more fully realised the public
expense involved in the preparation of Anmual Registers of Electors pn

and in the holding of Elections.

The average yearly cost of compilation of the last three
Registers has been £82,231. To hold a Dail FElection costs about
£64,000. The 1933 Dail teneral Election (Register and Election)
cost £159,050. The total number of electors was 1,785,436 and of |3
that number 691,440 did not vote.

For the 1925 Local Govermment Elections the total cost
(Register and Flection) was £101,000. Abstentions were very great.
In one of the most important counties only 44 of every 100 voted.

The Minister has some hope that a wide dissemination of
these facts may reduce the nmumber of those who without reasonable
excuse and because of slioth or ignorance are habitually unmindful
of their obligations to record their votes. "

CLOSING OF ROADS.,

Sealed Orders of the Minister for Local Government closin;

Sparrowsland Bridge and the Foad from Tivoli Terrace junction to
Park Cottage,Wexford were read:X
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NATIONAL ROAD SCHEME.

—_Circular letter under date 7th April 1927 (SGN/201)was
read in comnection with Grant of £59,615 for improvement of National
Roads in County Wexford; also Schedule giving particulars of the
various roads upon which it is proposed that this amount should

be spent.

The Co. Surveyor stated he had furnished all the infor-
mation required in the matter to the Department of Local Govern-
ment a month ago.

The following resclution was proposed by Mr Sean 0'Byrne
seconded by Mr Clince and adopted:-

'fhat the attention of the Local Government Department
(Roads) be called to the fact that as the Co. Surveyor has already
sppplied all particulars required on Forms as to proposed expend-
iture under letter(SGN/201),we request sanction to the proposals
immediately’

WEXFORD COURTHOUSE RECONSTRUCTION.

Under date 29th llarch 1927,the Secretary,linistry of
Finance wrote(404/296) that the Minister would receive a Deputation
from the County Cauneil in regard to the proposal made for a
variation to the reinstatement condition attached to the Award
mads by the Campensation(Ireland)Commission relative to the recon-
struoction of VWexford Courthouse.

The Report submitted by the Deputation was as follows:-

*In accordance with letter of 29th March 1927(404/296)
fram the Department of Finance arranging that a deputation should
wait on the Minister in regard to the reconstruction of Wexford
Courthouse at the old Jail,the Courthouse Committee met Mr Blythe,
Winister,at Covermment Buildings,Dublin on 7th April 1927.

Present:-lMessrs M. Doyle,Sean O'Byrne,Vm. Thorpe,Michael
Jordan and Col Quin. The Chairman was unable to be present owing

tc a prior engagement.

The Secretary and Co. Surveyor were also in attendance.

The matter was very fully considered and the deputation
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dealt in detail with the accommodation which existed at the old
Jail premises and old Courthcuse site.

The Minister appeared to be impressed with the views put
forward. He promised to make further enquiries and to obtain a
report from Engineer of Office of Public Works as to the accome-
modation provided at both sites after which he would convey his
decision." |

On the motion of Mr Hall seconded by Mr Sean 0'Byrne
the following resolution was adopted:-

*That the report of Wexford Courthouse Committee in
respect of interview with the Minister for Finance on the 7th.
April relative to Wexford Courthouse be received and approved."

ENNISCORTHY COURTHOUSE.

The following report of Courthouse Committee(Enniscorthy)

re above was read:-

"The Committes met at the site on 6th April 1927. —
Present:-The Chairman(Mr T. McCarthy),Messrs Sean 0'Byrne | “§

Clince,and Michael Jordan. ®

The Ccunty Surveyor and Assistant Surveyors Ennis and

Cullen were also in attendance. | 3
The Committee examined the site and directed the County |1 |

Surveyor to prepare preliminary draft plans to be submitted to the

Roads Committee scmevhat on the lines of the reconstructed Gorey

Courthouse. " :
It was proposed by Mr Hall seconded by Mr Sean 0'Byrne

and carried:-
*That the Report of Enniscorthy Courthouse Committee be

received and approved."
WEXFORD-ROSSLARE SLOB ROAD.

Mr Elgee,Solicitor, submitted Counsel's opinion as
regards the use of railway level crossing on above road for the

purpose of a public road.

The matter was considered in committee.

Counsel held that the County Council could not compel
the Railway Company to allow them to use the level crossing for
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the purposes of a public roadjflso that the user of the . .3 ,oroge
the reclaimed land by the public prior to its being dedicated,and
the public use for a period extending from the time the railway
was constructed down to the present time,would not establish a
public right to use this level crossing.

It was proposed by lir Corish seconded by Mr Sean 0'Byrne
and passed:-

*That Mr Elgee,Soliciter to the County Council cammunicate;

ot

with the Secretary to the Railway Company and request him to arrange
for an interview between Messrs Corish and Doyls T.D!s and the Dir-
eators of the Campany in crder to ascertain if it vould bo possible | |
to make same arrangement so that the level crossing on the Slob
Road could be used as a public road. That should the Railway Ccmpany
consent to receive the Deputation,lr Elgee and the County Surveyor
attend the interview."

DEFAULTING LAND PURCHASE ANNUITANTS.

The Secretary submitted list of Tand Purchase Armuitants
in arrears which he received from the Irish Land Commission.

Mr Doyle said the TLand Commission had been buying land at |
an extraordinarly high price and putting in as tenants people who
only remained for a year or a year and a half and then cleared out

leaving a great deal of rates as well as rent due. This would
account for soms,at least,of non-paying Annuitants.
RATE COLLECTION.

The state of the Rate Collection was submitted and refégg
to the Finance Committee meeting of the 14th April.

In comection with this matter,the Department of Local
Government wrote under date 6th April 1927(G 14756/1927 /Viexford
County)as follows:-

"T am directed by the Minister for T.ocal Government and
Public Health to acknowledge the receipt of the Rate Collection
Return showing the position up to the 31st ultimo and to state it
is most unsatisfactory,a sum of over £30,000 remaining outstanding.
The Co. Council should take effective steps to have this sum
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promptly lodged by the Collectors and all warrants closed:

FOOD & DRUGS ACT.

Mr Elgee,Solicitor explained that he had taken the nec-
essary steps with regard to the prosecution for sale of alleged

adulterated separated creamery milk by Thamas and Mary "ielty, Mary I
Street,New Ross,also as regards appeal of Patrick Mullins Mary Strest
New Ross for sale of alleged adulterated brandy and Joseph Brewer
Irishtown, New Ross for alleged sale of adulterated sample of brandy.
On the motion of the Chairman seconded by Mr Sean O'Byrne
the following resoluticn was adopted:- |
*"hat we approve of the steps taken by Mr Elgee as regards
cagses of Kielty,Mullins and Brewer,flew Ross under the Food & Drugs
Act,"
CONTROL OF DOGS ORDER.
Mr Sean 0'Byrne proposed and Col Quin secconded the adoptimn

of the following resclution which was submitted by the Co.Wexford J
Committee of Agriculture and Techuical Instruction:- i

*That the Co. Council be asked to apply to the Department |
of Agriculture for issus of & County Wexford(Contrecl of Dogs)Order

to provide for dogs in the County Wexford being under proper control
during all the hours between sunset and sunrise from lst February
to 1st May in each year. This order is necessary owing to reports
of worrying of sheep by dogs,which reports have been received by
members of this Committee."

o " After considerable discussion a show of hands was taken
vhen it was found that three only were in favour of the resolution
which the Chairman aecordingly declared rejected.

WEXFORD COASTAL VILLAGES- TELEPHONIC COMMUNICATION,

The following letier was read from Mr James Simnott,
Grocer, Duncormack : -

"There is a matter in which I must ask your assistance.
The local people here are pressing the Postal authorities to open
a Telephone 0ffice in this village. There is a disused telephrne
line- formerly used by the British Cocast Guards-passing through
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the village. The Postal authorities could have all the coastline
villages in the county commected by putting this line in repair.

Mr Michael Doyle T.D. is also moving in the matter-could
you get the Co. Counecil to draw the attention of Postal authorities

to the matter as this village is five miles from nearest Call O0ffice
and the centre of a populous district. Tharking you for anything

you can do in the matter."
lir Doyle mentioned that he had seen the Minister for Posts

and Telegraphs on the above matter who had promised to consider the

vhe projeoct ﬁﬂ?ﬁ&ﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁﬁﬁg;zy sympathetically. However,he(Mr Doyle)
had since got an official reply that the matter had been turned |

down. He intended to see the Minister again. f
Col FXE Quin proposed and Mr 'hite seconded the following |
resolution which was adopted:-
"That the Minister for Posts and Telegraphs be asked to
re-establish telephonic communication between the coastal villages
of County Wexford as we understand this can be done at very small

expense and would make for great public convenience. "
CAMOLIN PARK ROAD.
Under date 7th ikt April 1027,the Forestry Secticn
(Department of Lands and Agriculture)wroto(1755/F)that in regard to
resolution of the County Council as to the Department 's road at

Camolin Park they referred the Council to the Department 's letter
of 24th March last and stated they had nothing further to add

thereto.
The letter in question of 24th March 1027 stated that the
passage was erroneously described in the Council's resolution as

a private rcad of the Department. It was actually a right-of-way
through the Department's land for the benefit of neighbouring
tenants and could not be regarded as a private road.

Un the motion of Mr Sean 0'Byrne seconded bythe Chairman

it was decided that ccmmunication from the Department under date
7th April 1937(1735F.)be forwarded to Mr Patrick Byrne M.C.C.

Camolin with the request that he put it before the people concermed.
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CAMOLIN SAY MILLS.

Mr Pender proposed and Mr Sean Q'Byrne seconded the
following resclution which was adopted:-
L "'hat the Department of Lands and Agriculture be requestet
to re-cpen the Saw Mills at Camolin Park for the benefif of the
people of the district "
RESIGNATION OF MR P, HAYES FROM
MENTAT, HOSPITAL, COMMITTEE.

S —

The Resident Medical Superintendent,fMental Hospital,
Enni scorthy wrote stating that Mr Patrick Hayes M.C.C. had resigned

membership of the Comnmittee as he found it impossible to attend and §

his resignation had been accepted with regret.

Mr Hayes mentioned that he resigned bscause he found it

j impossible for him tco attend the meetings regularly.

L Cn the motion of Mr Shannon seconded by Mr Clince the
following resolution was adopted:-

//” *That Mr James Gaul M.C,C.7 Roche's Terracs,Vexford be

appointed a member of the Mental Hospital Committee vice Mr Patrick

{
|

| Hayes M.C.C resigned.”
GALBALLY PUMP.

Under date 26th March 1927,the Secretary,County Board of
Health wrote that the cost of Galbally Pump was estimated at £250
and his Board proposed to apply for a Loan for the purpose of mx
carrying cut the work.

He requested the County Council to make the necessary
application on behalf of his Board.

Undor date 29th March 1927,the County Seoretary wrote |
asking the Secretary,County Bcard of Health for the exact terms and 1
date of the resolution regarding this Loan,as after April 1st, the |
Coe Councils functions in such matters would be merely to approve
or otherwise of the proposals of the Board of Health tc raise such

Loan,
The following order was made thereon:-

*That Mr Sean 0'Byrne M.C.C.be agked to hand in the nec-

egsary Notice of Motion to issue to the members of the Counecil rel-

ative to approval of Loan of £350 in connection with erection of
Galbally Pumpe.
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POISONS AND PHARMACY ACT.

The fellowing resclution was adopted on the motion of

Mr Sean 0'Byrne seconded by Mr Clince:-

"That new licence under the Poisons and “harmacy Act of

1908 be issued to Mr James Hemnessy,South Streei,New Ross,anml that

ronewal of licence under the gaid Act be issued to Mr Richard Breen

Commercial Quay, Wexford."
PRINTING RECEIPT AND DEMAND NOTES.

The following Tenders were received for the printing of

above!- .
The Pe0plem=-=====-=£28-15-5

Free Progs--—ee—-—==£30<0-0

On the motion of Col Qiin seconded by Mr Sean 0'Byrmne i)

the tender of "the People® at £38-13-4, (being the lowest)was accepte ‘
/

BIOGRAPHICAL SOCIETY OF IRELAND.

On the moticn of Mr Halll seconded by Col Quin,it was dm

Finance Committes Circular letter from the

decided to refer to the
Bibliographical Society
demand on the part of Librarians etc.,for some trustworthy guidancf'

of Ireland relative to the wide-spread

towards the stocking of Irish libraries with the best bocks avail-

able in every department of Irish literature. The Society would

prepare such a Guide provided -ten Library Authorities would each

contribute a sum of £5 towards the cost.
EASTER SUNDAY COMMEMORATION.

Under date 7th April 1927, a letter was read asking the

Council to participate in the Commemoration Ceremcnies on Easter

Sunday dealing with the deaths of all County Wexford men who fell ,[

in the struggle for i Independence since Easter 1916.

=S

The Chairman mentioned that as the matter was not on

the Agenda Paper it was nct legally before the meeting. Howewer, jLJ-'

. \ ]
gince the County ®@uncil had long since decided not to partlcipata']

in political matters,he prcposed that no action be taken relative

to this Commemoration Ceremony.
Col OQuin seconded the resociuticn which was passed.
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CERTIFICATE OF SECRETARY,

I hereby certify the foregoing to
be a correct record of the Minutes of
Proceedings of Wexford County Council in

respect of Meeting held on 11th April, 1927.

Secretary.

Dated this 16th day of April,1927.
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