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lot July, 1929-

A Statutory Meeting of the Council was held this day at the Town Clerk's Office at half-past  

seven o’ clock p. m.

The me mbe r s pre se nt we r e : -

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: James B il l ington , Nicholas Connolly, Thomas Hayes, Richard Gibson,Thomas Rossiter.

Councillors: John Atkins, Garrett Donohoe, Patrick Clancy, James Gaul, Thomas Walsh, John

Walsh, James McMahon, James Crosbie, William Goodison, Patrick Cormick, Edward 

Bolger, James Murphy, and Cyril Ross.

The minutes of meeting of the 26th June, 1929, were read and signed.

L ia b i l i t ie s  which had accrued due up to the end of last month, amounting, in the aggregate, to 

£1,827 -  13 -  8 , were submitted. Attention was called to one of the accounts which came to 

£23 -  12 -  5. This was for repairs carried out on the Leyland Lorry, and was £2 -  9 -  5 in  

excess of the tender accepted by the Finance and Works Committee on the 2rri April last ,  

it was explained that the greater portion of this extra expense was fo r  o i l  supplied for the 

lorry, the rest being fo r  parts which were not stipulated fo r  when tenders were being invited.

This explanation was accepted, and the b i l l s  as submitted were passed for payment.

The County Committee of Agriculture and Technical Instruction forwarded a copy of a Resolution 

which they had adopted on the 27th May la s t  wherein the Corporation were asked to take steps to 

have the present date of the Wexford Town Pa ir  a ltered  to the f i r s t  Tuesday of each month.

As this was a very important matter fo r  the town, it  was seen to require careful deliberation, 

and having regard also to the diverse views expressed by many of the interests affected, it was 

decided to postpone dealing with it u n t i l  raxt monthly meeting, by which time members would be 

in a better position to give a considered opinion on the request.

Communications under date of the 4th ar*i 5th Jure, 1929, and numbered 39268 and 36224 respectively,

from the Department of Local Government and Public Health were read.

These called on the Council to bontinue to take energetic action to ensure that a l l  defau lters

under the Vaccination Acts would comply with the Law, as according to a report received by the 

Department from Dr. Thomas P ierse , there were no less than 2,679 defaulters in the Wexford 

Dispensary D istrict, and the amount of vaccination carried out was not in proportion to the 

population.

With regard to this matter, it  was stated that in the month o f June Dr. pierse had served 

notices on 100 defaulters, and as a resu lt , 49 parents had complied with the requirements of the 

notices and had had the ir  children vaccinated, 13 children had proved unfit for vaccination,

2 parents had le f t  Wexford but had promised to obey the Law in the ir  new abdde, while no 

response had been received, so fa r ,  from the remaining 36.

In view of this record, it  was decided’to inform the Department that as parents were apparently 

beginning to rea lize their respons ib il it ies  so far as vaccination was concerned, it  was considered 

that no good purpose would be served by further prosecutions, as i t  was believed that by degrees

©: Wexford Borough Council



a l l  concerned would recognize the advisability  of complying with the Law without lega l pressure

having to be applied.

The following Resolution, being based on one received from the Mayo County Council, was read:-  

"That with a view towards the reduction of taxation in this country we, the members of the

Wexford Corporation, are of opinion that the membership of the Dail be reduced by 60 per

cent, and the Senate to 12 members, who should be honorary, and that a l l  sa laries  from that 

of the Governor General down to o f f ic ia ls  in receipt of over £500 be reduced from 25 per 

cent, to 10 per cent."

Councillor McMahon proposed the adoption of th is  Resolution, and it was seconded by Councillor

Murphy. ‘ ‘

A long discussion followed, and on the proposition being put to the meeting, it was found that 

only seven members were for, while eleven were against it .

A po ll  was then asked for and was granted with the following r e su lt : -

For adoption Councillors Murphy, Bolger, Cormick, Mcjfcahon, Atkins, Aldermen Hayes and

Billington. -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  7

Against adoption Councillors Ross, Goodiso^,Crosbie, John Walsh, Thomas Walsh, Gaul,

Donohoe, Aldermen Rossiter, Gibson, Connolly, and the Mayor. 1l

Declined to vote Councillor Clancy. -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  1

The Resolution was thereupon declared lo st .

Councillor Martin attended at this stage of the proceedings.

Alderman Rossiter drew attention to the want of hospita l accomodation in the town conswquei*. on 

the removal of the Fever Hospital to New Ross.

This matter had been several times before the Council, and in  March last a Qeputation had been

received by the Minister fo r Local Government arri Public Health, who recognized the hardship

in flic ted  on Wexford by the transfer of the Hospital and had recommended the County Board of 

Health to provide alternative accomodation in the town.

UP to the present, however, nothing had been dora to carry out the behest of the Minister, and 

from reports in the loca l newspapers it  seemed that it  was the intention of the Board of Health

to ignore completely the needs of Wexford so fa r  as the provision of an iso lation  hospital was

concerned.

The meeting expressed much anxiety about this matter, as they feared that cases of infectious
*

disease occurring in dwellings with restricted bedroom accomodation would not be notified  for  

fear  the patients would be sent to New Ross for treatment, and i f  this turned out to be the 

case, grave danger to the health of the entire community might ensue, so it was decided to 

communicate again with the Minister for Local Government and Public Health and request him to 

make further representations to the Board of Health with the ooject of compelling them to 

provide without further delay an iso la tion  hospital in Wexford Town for the reception and 

treatment of any cases of infectious disease which might occur in the town or in the surround­

ing rural areas.

With regard to minutes of the 21st May la s t ,  the Town Surveyor reported that he had now
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completed enquiries as to the cost of roofing the sixteen houses then proposed to be erected with 

Kilalloe s lates instead of with asbestos material and found that the additional cost would be 

£221 or just £14 per house, which put the provision of Irish slates out of the question.

15th July, 1929-

A Special Meeting of the Council waaheld this day (pursuant to the Mayor's requisition) at the Town
f

Clerk’ 8 O ffice, at ha lf-past seven o 'clock p. m. to make formal application to the Commissioners of 

public Works for a Loan of £3,040 towards the erection of sixteen working class dwellings on St.
I

John’ s Road; and also to give an undertaking to the Commissioners that a l l  Loan instalments would be 

repaid punctually as they f e l l  due.

The members present were:-  

. Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: Thomas Hayes, Nicholas Connolly, Thomas Rossiter, and Richard Gibson.

Councillors: John Walsh, Thomas Walsh, Cyril Ross, John Atkins, Patrick Clancy, William Ooodison,

James Crosbie, James Murphy, Edward Bolger, Patrick Cormick, Garrett Donohoe, arri 

Michael Martin.
*

On the meeting coming together the two fo llow ing  resolutions were unanimously adopted:-

(1) Proposed by Councillor T. Walsh, seconded by Councillor Ross.

RESOLVED: "That we, the Corporation of Wexford, at th is  meeting specia lly  convened for the purpose, 

hereby apply to the Commissioners of Public Work3 fo r  a Loan of £3,040 to be repaid in 35 years on 

the annuity system with interest at thB rate of 5^ per cent, per annum, for the purpose of erecting  

sixteen four-room houses urxler the Housing of the Working Classes Acts; such Loan having been 

recommended by the Minister fo r  Local Government arri Public Health, and sanctioned by the Minister 

for Finance, as intimated by the Commissioners in  le t te r  dated 6th July, 1929* No* 12250."

(2) Proposed by Councillor Ross, seconded by Alderman Hayes.

RESOLVED: "That we, the Wexford Municipal Council, hereby undertake that the instalments in repayment 

of the Loan now proposed, as w e ll as of any ex isting Loans, w i l l  be punctually remitted at the dates 

at which they f a l l  due, v i z . : -  1st May and 1st November in each year ."

A discussion arose on the adv isab ility  of changing the labourers engaged on the Scheme periodically
«

so that as many of the unemployed as possible might be given work for some weeks at least, and the

employment of a man who, it  was stated, was in receipt o f a pension of 17/6 a week was animadverted 

on.

It was pointed out that there would be a great risk of a slackness in  the men’ s work i f  they kr»w 

that the ir  services were to be dispensed with a fte r  a certain time and before the Scheme was brought
✓ ^

to completion, so it  was unanimously agreed to give the Town Surveyor fu l l  and complete oontrol of 

the employment and dismissal of the men as he was responsible fo r  havirg tte dwellings bu ilt  at the 

estimated cost of £250 per house.

The meeting then terminated.

©: Wexford Borough Council



23rd. July, 1929.

A special meeting of the Council was held th is  day (pursuant to the Mayor's requisition)  

at the Town Clerk's o ffice  at half past ei&ht o'clock p. m.

The members present were:-

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor ( in the chair)

Councillors :- John Walsh, James Murphy, Thomas Walsh, Patrick Clancy, John J* O 'l^ary ,  

John Atkins, Garrett Donohoe, Cyril Ross, James Crosbie, James Gaul.

The meeting was convead for the purpose of exeouting, on the part of the Council, a Deed 

Mortgage whereby security would be given for the repayment in  35 years of Loan to be 

advanced from tte Local Loans Fund for the erection of sixteen dwellings on St. John’ s Road. 

The Mortgage Deed, which had been prepared by the Law Department of ttie Office of Public  

Works, was submitted and approved, and thereupon the following resolution was unanimously 

adopted.

Proposed by Alderman Rossiter, seconded by Councillor Ross, and

RESOLVED:- "That our Corporate Seal be a ffixed  to the Deed of Mortgage of this date now 

read, whereby security is  given to the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland fo r  the 

repayment of the sum of Three Thousand and Forty Pounds proposed to be advanced by them to 

us under the Public Health (Ire land ) Acts, &c."

The Deed was then duly sealed end signed, and the fo llowing further resolution wa« also
'

adopted unanimously.

Proposed by Councillor Ross, seconded by Councillor O'Leary, and

RESOLVKD:-  "That inasmuch as this corporation does not immediately require from the 

Commissioners of Public Works in  Ireland, the t o t a l  amount of the sum mentioned in  the Deed 

of Mortgage to them this day executed by th is  Corporation, but prefer to receive the same 

by instalments as occasion may require, it  is  resolved that the requ is it ion  for each advance 

shall be intimated to said Commissioners by the Chairman of this Corporation fo r  the time 

being, countersigned by the Vown Clerk, and that each such requis ition  shall be forwarded 

to the Accountant of the said Commissioners, and that a l l  such advances shall be lodged to 

our account in the Wexford Branch of the National Bank."

Relative to this matter, a le tter from the Local Government Housing Department, under date 

of 18th instant, No.49339* was read, intimating that the Minister for Local Governnent and 

Public Health had recommended the issue of a sum of £500 as a f i r s t  instalment of the^bove-

mentioned Loan, and this was considered very sat is factory .

The meeting then separated.

Aldermen:- Thomas Rossiter, Thomas Hayes.
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A speoial meeting of tHe Council was held this day at the Town Clerk’ s Office a t half past 

seven o ’ clock p. m. at the Town Clerk’ s Office fQ-r the purpose of electing a member to serve as 

a Harbour Commissioner, a* provided by the Wexford Harbour Act, 1874.

The members present were:-

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor ( i n  the chair)

Aldermen:- Thomas Hayes, Thomas Rossiter.

Councillors :- Thomas waish, John Wilsh, Patrick Clancy, Garrett Donohoe, James Murphy,

Cyril Ross, James Crosbie, James Gaul, Michael Martin, Patrick Cormick.

The Secretary of the Harbour Beard forwarded one nomination, being the only one he had received 

48 hours previous to the time of the e lection, as required by the 21st Clause of the above Act. 

The member nominated was Councillor James Gaul, and accordingly, on the motion of Alderman 

Rossiter, seconded by Councillor Thomas Walsh, i t  was unanimously,

RESOLVED:- That Mr. James Gaul, T. C., be elected a Harbour COnmissionsr to represent the

Corporation for one year from

6th August, 1929•

A special meeting of the Council washeld th is  day (pursuant to the Mayor's requisition) at the Town
1

Clerk's Office at ha lf-past eight o 'c lock p. m.

The members present were :-

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor ( in the Chair)

Aldermen Thomas Rossiter, Thomas Hayes.

Councillors: Thomas Walsh, Garrett Donohoe, William Goodison, John Walsh, Michael Martin,

Patrick Clancy, Cyril Ross, James Murphy, James Gaul, and James Crosbie.

L ia b i l i t ie s  which had accrued due up to  the end of la st  month, amounting, in the aggregate, to 

£2,139 -  2 -  7, were submitted, and having been examined were approved, and an Advice Note was signed 

to enable the Treasurer to pay them.

in reply to a query put, it  was stated that the overdraft of £2,500 for which sanction was obtained 

on 9th April last was long since paid o f f ,  ani that on 31st ultimo there was to the credit of the 

Ordinary Account of the Council a sum of £1,435 -  1 -  1, and as w e l l ,  on the same date, the Poor Rate 

Account was in credit to the extent of £1,592 -  0 -  8 , and that there was included in the payments 

authorized at present meeting an amount which would discharge the County Council Demand

for year 1927- 8 .

The Mayor submitted a report on the outcome of a Conference held on 1st instant between a Representatr

ive of the E lectric ity  Supply Board and the Finance Committee relative to the public lighting  of the 

t own.

This was to the effect that a Scheme had been drawn up, for the approval of present meeting, whereby

147 street lamps were to be provided, as against the present 102. 92 of these lamps were to be of

200 watts, and the remaining 55 of 60 watts, and it  was proposed to light the streets from sunset

t i l l  midnightup to 31st March next, when a fresh contract would be made fo r  year commencing on Is*. 
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it was proposed to have the lamps kept lighting from 6-0 a. m. t i l l  daylight on a l l  Sundays and
’

Catholic Holydays, as w ell as during the night of Christmas Eve and also on Christmas morning 

as long as might be necessary, and the Committee, a fter  protracted negotiations, had succeeded 

in  securing th is service fo r an inclusive sum of £450, which represented the proceeds of a Rate 

of Sixpence in the Pound, as against a Rate of Tenpence which was the cost of the public

ligh ting  in previous years, and they unanimously recommended the entire Scheme to the favourable
j , - :

consideration of the Council.

The present meeting, on examining the mutter, considered that the arrangements made were of a 

satisfactory nature, but the need for lights  at Corry's Terrace and Whitemill Road was pointed

out.

It was explained that owing to the absence of standards at present date, lamps could not be 

provided in these lo c a l i t ie s ,  but i t  was hoped that it  would be found possible to have them
'J - K - r

properly lighted in April next when a fresh Lighting Contract would have to be entered into. 

Councillor Gaul thereupon moved: "That the report now submitted re lating to tha lighting  of the 

streets of the town by the E lectr ic ity  Supply Board up to 31st March next for an inclusive sum

of £450 be adopted."

The motion was seconded by Alderman Hayes and was agreed to unanimously.

12th August, 1929*

A Special Meeting of the Council was held th is  day (pursuant to the Mayor's requisition) in  the

Town Clerk’ s Office at half-past seven o 'c lock p. m.

The members present were:-

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: Thomas Hayes and Thomas Rossiter.

Councillors: John Walsh, Thomas Walsh, John Atkins, Patrick Clancy, William Goodison,

John O’Leary, Cyril Ross, Garrett Donohoe, James Gaul, Patrick McCabe,

James Murphy, James Crosbie, and Michael Martin.

The minute8 of meetings of the 1st, 15th, 23rd, and 29th ultimo, and 6th instant were read and

signed.

The Hon. Secretaries of the Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland by le tte r  requested 

that Delegates might be appointed to attend the Anmal Conference of the Association which was 

to be held in Cork on 10th and 11th September next, and the meeting considered it  right that

the Council should be represented at this Conference.

Councillor McCabe, having in mind the fact that the expenses of those attending would f a l l  on

the Rates, proposed that one Representative only should be sent, and this proposition was

seconded by Councillor Murphy.
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Alderman Hayes thereupon moved That Alderman Rossiter and Councillor Gaul be deputed to attend the 

Conference on behalf of the Council.

n was seconded by Councillor Ross, and was declared carried, but with Councillors McCabe

submitted by the Delegates in  due course.

There was submitted three copies of a Form of Survey which had been forwarded by the Local 

Government Housing Department for the attention of the Council.

This Survey, which was to be completed by the 15th October next, related to the housing requirements 

of the town, and it  was seen that it  was necessary that a careful and exhaustive examination of 

such requirements should be undertaken without delay so that the Minister fo r  Local Government and 

Public Health might be made acquainted with the wants of Wexford so fa r  as working class dwellings 

were concerned, and according to a le t te r  from the Housing Department under date of the 20th July, 

1929, the compilation of the Survey was a condition precedent to loans being advanced from the 

Local Loans Fund fo r  the provision of such dwellings.

The whole matter was referred to the Housing Committee which, it  wa* decided, would meet on the 

19th instant to make arrangements fo *  a thocough and systematic inspection of the town with the 

object of completing the Return against the date specified .

A communication received from the Secretary of the Local Branch of the National Federation of 

Building Trades Operatives,intimating that from 1st November next the Corporation would be 

required to pay members a f f i l i a t e d  to the Federation,who were engaged on the present Housing 

Scheme or on future Schemes,wages at the rate of l /8 per hour instead of at the existing Trade

Union rate of l/6£, was adjourned t i l l  Statutory Meeting to be held in October.

An application was read from the Secretary of the Cinema Palace Ltd. fo r  renewal of licence under 

the Cinematograph Act, 1909 in  respect of the Wexford Theatre.

As no complaints were received from the Cinema Inspector as to any breaches of the Regulations 

during the past twelve months, the licence was unanimously renewed fo r  a further year.

The Secretary of the Irish Local Government O f f i c i a l s ’ Union, under date of the 26th July, 1929,

forwarded for the consideration of the Council a copy o f  a Resolution which had been adopted at

the recent Annual Conference of the .Union.

It ran as follows:

"That County Councils, County Boards o f Health ar*l other such Bodies be requested to f i l l  

a l l  future vacancies in  the Local Government Serviees by transferring where possible, 

existing o ff ice rs  who are e l ig ib le  in  accordance with Section 5 ( 1 )  of the Local 

Authorities (O ffice rs  and Employees) Act, 1926.

"We believe that this transfer system, i f  adopted by Local Authorities, would be in  the 

best interests of e ffic iency  and contentment within the Local Government Service."

On the motion of tte Mayor, seconded by Councillor Thomas Walsh, the terms of the Resolution 

were unanimously approved by the meeting.

With referenoe to minutes of the 1st ultimo, the question of a lte r ing  the present date of the 

Vfexford Town Fair to the f i r s t  Tuesday of each month, as suggested by the County Committee of 

Agriculture, was again brought forward.

This matter had occupied the attention of the Council fo r  a considerable time past, ar*i meetings 

of the traders of the town had also been held in  reference to i t .

dissenting, and it  was understood that a detailed report of the proceedings would be
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At one of ttose la tte r  meetings i t  was arranged to gather the general opinion of shopkeepers on 

the proposal, and as a resu lt , it  turned out that of the 128 persons called upon, 69 thought a 

change to a fixed day desirable (66 being in  favour of Tuesday, while three favoured Monday) 20 

were against ary change whatever, and 39 expressed 00 opinion one way or the other.

Letters  were now read from Messrs. Banville Bros., of Kilgarvan; J. P. Roche, of Scar; and John

Keating, Ballylough; Cattle Dealers, who a l l  objected to the suggested date, and stated that i f  

a change i^re made the last  Monday of each month should be fixed, and manbers of the Council 

also appeared to think that a change to the f i r s t  Tuesday of each month would be detrimental to 

the fulmre success of the Pair.

Eventually, to see i f  some agreed-upon date could be arrived at, Councillor Clancy proposed.That 

a change of the present date of tte Town Pair to some fixed day in  each month is  desirable .

This motion was seconded by Councillor Atkins, but as only ten instead of sixteen members were 

in favour of it  as required by Section 10 of the Local Gove rune nt Board ( Ireland) Act, 1872, it  

was declared lost,which meant that no further progress could be made in  the direction of 

altering  the present date of the Pair.

A motion proposed by Councillor Clancy, and seconded by Councillor T. Walsh, to the e ffect  that 

the walls  of the Franciscan Graveyard be limewashed and the grass cut o ff  the graves as was done 

in  the case of four of the other graveyards in the town, was ruled out of order on the ground

that this particular burial place was never vested in  the Council as were the other four

graveyards referred to.

Attention was called to the prompt e f fo r ts  of Thomas Potts, Caretaker of the Bathing Place, 

whereby he had recently saved the l iv e s  of two bathers who were in d i f f ic u lt ie s ,  and the meeting 

was reminded that this man's record fo r  l i fe -s a v in g  was a very creditable one.

It was agreed that Potts ’ action merited recognition, and it  was decided to communicate with the 

Royal Humane Society, and request them to present him with an appropriate award.

A Statutable Meeting of the Council was held this day at the Town Clerk's Office at half-past  

seven o ’ clock p. m.

The members present were:-

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in the Chair.

2nd September, 1929*

Aldermen: Thomas Rossiter, Nicholas Connolly, Thomas Hayes.

Councillors: Thomas Walsh, William Goodison, John Atkins, Garrett Donohoe, James Murphy

John Walsh, Patrick Clancy, James McMahon, James Crosbie, Edward Bolger, 

John O’Leary, James Gaul, and Michael Martin.
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furthermore, the lega l cost of the Conveyance of the dwellings would also have to be borne by

them.

The adoption of this recommendation was moved by the Mayor, Seoonded by Councillor Thomas Walsl)

and was also carried unanimously.

With reference to minutes of last meeting, communications were read from Mr. James J. O’ Connor, 

So lic ito r ,  on behalf of certain un-named interested parties asking that the matter o f a ltering  

the present date of the Wexford Town Pair should be re-opened and steps taken to have the Pair

held in future on the f i r s t  Tuesday in each month.

Some of the members held that it  would be useless to reoonsider this question in view of thp 

vote taken at last meeting, but in the end Councillor Murphy gave notice that ha would move at 

next Statutable Meeting:- That a change of date of the Pair was desirable, so that the matter

could again be debated.

This notice was accepted, and it  was decided to request Mr. O'Connor to le t  the Corporation 

have the considered opinion of his c lients in  the meantime as to why the f i r s t  Tuesday in each

month should be chosen in preference to ary other day.

A Statutory Meeting of the Council was held th is  day at the Town Clerk’ s Office at half-past  

seven o * clock p. m.

The members present were:-

Hichard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in the Chair.

The minutes of meeting of the 2nd September, 1929, were read and signed.

L ia b i l i t i e s  which had accrued due up to the end of last  month, amounting, in the aggregate, to

£1,915 - 0 - 8 ,  were submitted, and having been examined, were approved, and an Advice Note

was signed to enable them to be discharged.

The notification  received from the Local Branch of the Federation of Building Trades Operatives

that from 1st November next a l l  members of the Federation engaged on the present Corporation

Housing Scheme and on a l l  future Schemes should be paid at the rate of l /8 per hour instead of 

l/ 6£ was again brought forward.

This matter had been before the Council on 12th August la st  but had been adjourned to present

Meeting.

The demand now received strerxious opposition from several members who contended that the

7th October, 1929*

Aide rme n: James B illington, Richard Gibson, Thomas Hayes.

Thomas Walsh, Cyril Ross, John Walsh, Patrick McCabe, Garrett Donohoe, 

James Murphy, James Gaul, Patrick Clancy, James Crosbie, William Goodison,

John Atkins.

Councillors:
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The minutes of meeting of the 12th August, 1929, were read and signed.

L ia b i l i t ie s  which had accrued due up to the eni of la st  month, amounting, in  the aggregate, to 

£2,445 -  1 -  11, were submitted, am having been examiited were approved, and an Advice Note was

signed to enable the Treasurer to pay them.

A report was submitted by the Housing Committee. This was to the effect that in order to 

preserve the amenity of St. John’ s Road i t  would be necessary to build two good-class five-room 

houses on the ground adjacent to the plot on which sixteen dwelliifes are at present being erected 

but to face the Road, and that accordingly the Committee, through the Mayor, had submitted a 

plan of such houses to the Local Government Housing Department on a recent occasion, and this had 

received provisional approval.

The to ta l estimated cost of erection was £860, and it  was proposed to give the tenants the benefit 

of the Housing Subsidy, so that the economic rept would be 14/6 per house per week, am th is  sum 

would cover a l l  possible charges including repayment of Loan and interest thereon, fu l l  rates,  

ground rent, depreciation, insurance, and Co llector’ s commission.

The Committee were unanimously of the opinion that the two houses were needed to complete the 

building Scheme in  that part icu la r  lo c a l i ty ,  and recommended that a Loan of £740 be sought from 

the Commissioi^rs of Public Works to enable the dwellings to be commenced on an early date, which 

sum, together with the Subsidy of £120, would suffice fo r  the work.

Alderman Connolly thereupon moved: -  That the report as submitted be adopted, and that the Minister 

for Local Government and Public Health be requested to sanction the obtainment of the requisite  

Loan , but that the rent to be charged fo r  the houses be Fourteen Shillings each per week.

This motion was seconded by Councillor Goodison, and was adopted, but with Councillor Clancy 

dissenting on the ground that Ir ish  s lates  should be procured to roof the houses instead of the
l||9

intended asbestos covering, although it  was intimated that i f  the former material were used it  

would mean an addition of at least tenpence per week to the rent of each of the houses.

In accordance with a notice of motion given by the Mayor at a meeting of the Housing Committee on 

the 19th ultimo, he now moved:- That the resolution adopted by the Council on the 27th May last  

re lating to the sale out-and-out of two houses on St. John's Road be rescinded .

This was seconded by Councillor Thomas Walsh, and was carried unanimously. (The reason for this  

motion was because no o ffe rs  had been received for the houses in question although they had been 

advertised for sale on two occasions in  the loca l newspapers)

A recommendation from the Housing Committee regarding these two die 1lings was then submitted.

This set out that they should be sold on the tenant-purchase system in  accordance with either of 

two schemes which had been drawn up by the Committee.

One of these provided fo r  an in i t i a l  payment of £100 and a weekly rent-charge of Eleven Shillings  

for a period o f twenty years at the end of which period the houses would become the property of 

the occupiers; while the other provided for an in i t ia l  payment o f £160 am  a weekly rent-charge 

of 8/4 fo r  the same period.

These payments would cover repayment of cost of erection le ss  the Government Subsidy, f i r e  

insurance, and Co llector 's  commission, but the tenant-pur chasers would also have to pay an anaial 

ground rent of Thirty Sh illings , and their proportion of rates as set out in  the Housing Acts, and

©: Wexford Borough Council



"Prom a Newry Delegate, we were interested in  the provisions of those Acts, and we gleaned 

" from what we heard that the artizan desiring to erect his own dwelling is afforded more help 

" by the Northern Government and Local Authorities in the North than he is  by the Government

" and Local Authorities of the Saorstat.

" one of the most interesting discussions at the Conference arose on a motion by the Mayor of

" Clonmel to change the System of charging for e lec tr io ity  supplied to a charge for the actual

" power consumedfrom the present System of a rent based on valuation together with a charge

"p e r  unit consumed. We did not vote with the majority in favour of this motion as we did

" not see that material benefit would result from the change.

" We think the Conference Report should be issued whilst the questions discussed at the

"Conference are fresh in the minds of the Municipal Authorities.

" We think also that th is  Report should be read carefu lly  by members $nd matters of general

" interest, or those of a debat/able rature, considered by each Municipal Authority. This

"would awaken interest in Municipal Government ,*nd induce comparative reasoning, am would 

"provide a valuable am interesting Agenda for next year 's  Conference by begetting 

w Resolutions at each discussion."

Members expressed appreciation of the information embodied in the Report, and it  was 

decided to communicate with the Secretary of the Association and request him to bring before the 

Executive the advisability  of having the Agenda of a l l  future Conferences in the hands of 

a f f i l ia t e d  Councils at least one month prior to such meeting being held.

A Resolution from the Galway County Council animadverting on the aotion of the Irish Banks 

in increasing the rate of interest charged on loans and ca ll ing  for the establishment of a 

State Bank was read, but as the whole question was a very involved one, the Resolution reoeived

no support.

The Mayor, however, proposed as an a lternative: That we view with alarm the high rate of interei. 

on loans at present prevailing, and request the Government to take measures to make loans 

available at a moderate charge so as to give an impetus to trade and fa c i l i ta te  the estab lish ­

ment of new industries.

This was seconded by Councillor Ross, and was carried unanimously.

At this Juncture Councillor Thomas Walsh submitted a motion which, he stated, he had been 

requested by the Anti-Vaccination Lecturer at present in  Town to bring forward.

It was in the following terms:-

" That in view of the numerous and ever-increasing deaths from vaccination as reported in  

" the press within the past six  months; am in consideration of the unanimous indigation  

" of the people of Wexford at the wholly unwarrantable action taken by the Government in  

" forcing upon an unwilling people the f i l th y ,  extremely dangerous, as well as absolutely  

"u se le ss  r ite  of vaccination: this Council as representative of the people, confer upon 

" the Anti-V ivisection Motor Van the Freedom of tte City of Wexford on Wednesday, October 

" 9th as a mark of appreciation of the energetic Anti-vaccination campaign conducted within  

" our City during the past week."

The Mayor declined to receive this singular proposal on the grounds that the Freedom of ths 

Borough was but conferred on very rare occasions, and then only on distinguished Irishmen who©: Wexford Borough Council
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Corporation should not be classed as private employers ( th is  being the ground on which the claim 

was based) and as w e ll ,  they were careful to see that a l l  their workmen were members of a 

recognized trade union and that they were paid at union rates of wages.

Accordingly, the Mayor moved that the demand of the Federation be not acceded to.
«

This motion was seconded by Councillor Ross, and was carried by eleven votes to two against.

Two members declined to vote one way or the other.

The following report from Alderman Rossiter and Councillor Gaul, the two Delegates appointed on 

the 12th August la st  to represent the Council at the recent Annual Conference of the Association  

of Municipal Authorities, was read:

" In accordance with your directions we attended the Conference of Municipal Authorities 

" of Ireland held at Cork during its  Sessions on September 10th and 11th. We were present 

" for the opening address delivered by the Lord Mayor of Cork, and we remained through a l l  

" the discussions until the Conference closed.

" We wish to report generally that we were much impressed with the proceedings, and we fee l  

n convinced that the interchange of opinions between Representatives of Municipal Authorities 

n from a l l  parts of the Country is  of very great value, and a help and education to those 

" concerned in Municipal Administration.

"A  suggestion was made by the Delegates to la s t  year 's  Conference that the Agenda for the 

"Conference should be in the hands of Municipal Authorities for some time previous to tte 

" Conference date in order to allow  of the discussion o f matters of common concern appearing 

" on the Agenda, and in  order to ensure that Delegates attending the Conference would be in a 

"pos it ion  to give the considered opinion o f the bodies the represent. We reiterate this  

" suggestion, and fe e l  that we cannot assess it  valufr too highly.

n We fe l t  at the actual Conference that the discussions were not of such interest as last  

" y e a r 's  discussions, and we also  f e l t  that neither the subjects fo r discussion nor the 

" contributions to argument were of such immediate m«ment to Municipal Authorities as they 

«were at the Clonmel Conference. This, we believe, is  to a great extent accounted for by 

" the fact that Municipal Authorities do not contribute su ff ic ien t ly  to the making of the 

" Agenda, and do not take su ffic ient interest in  the Resolutions of Conferences.

" We respectfu lly  recommend that you, as an a f f i l i a t e d  member of the Conference, instruct your 

" Clerk to convey our suggestion to the Conference Secretaries for consideration by the 

" Exe cut iv e .

"When the Conference comes to the stage when its  Resolutions w i l l  embody the experience arti 

" considered views of the Municipal Authorities of Ireland, i t s  value w i l l  be increased a 

" hundredfold.

w We heard the paper read by the Mayor of Waterford on Re-Valuation, and that by Mr. McKenna 

" on the Snail Dwellings Acquisition Act.

"From actual experience, the Mayor of Waterford did not appear to consider the Re-Valuation 

"was worth the trouble.

"Mr. McKenna’ s paper brought forth a description of the Housing Acts passed by the Government 

" of Northern Ireland.©: Wexford Borough Council



21st October, 1929*

A Special Meeting of the Council was held this day (pursuant to the Mayor’ s requ is ition ) at

the Town Clerk’ s Office at half-past seven o ’ clock p. m.

The members present were:-

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: James B illington, Thomas Rossiter, Richard Gibson, Thomas Hayes.

Councillors: Thomas Walsh, Cyril Ross, James Crosbie, John Walsh, Garrett Donohoe, James

Murphy, William Goodison, Patrick Clancy, Patrick McCabe, Michael Martin, and 

Edward Bolger.

The meeting was specially convened as arranged on the 7th instant to consider the ad v isab ility  

of a ltering the present date of the Wexford Town Pair to a fixed day in each month, and i f  such 

a change were decided upon, to f ix  the particular day on which the Pair would in future be held 

When the meeting assembled it  was seen that there were s ix  other available members who were not 

in attendance, and it was fe l t  that it  would be d i f f i c u l t  to come to any decision as to a 

change of date on the present occasion, as it  would require the consent of the sixteen members 

present to make such change e f fec t ive , so a fte r  considerable discussion, it  was decided, on the 

motion of Councillor McCabe, seconded by Alderman Rossiter, to again postpone consideration of 

the matter until the Statutory Meeting due to be held on the 4th prox. when it  was hoped that 

this much-discussed quest ion would be settled one way o r t  he other.

4th November, 1929*

A Statutory Meeting of the Council was held th is  day at the Town Clerk’ s Office at ha lf-past  

seven o’ clock p. m.

The members present were:-

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: Nicholas Connolly, James B illington , Richard Gibson, Thomas Hayes,

Thomas Rossiter.

Councillors: John Walsh, Thomas Walsh, William J. Power, Cyril Ross, Patrick Clancy,

James Murphy, Michael Martin, Garrett Donohoe, James Gaul, William  

Goodison, James Crosbie, Edward Bolger, Patrick McCabe, and James McMahon.

The minutes of meetings of 7th and 21st October, 1929* were read and signed.

L i a b i l i t i e s  which had accrued due up to the end of la st  month, amounting, in  the aggregate, to 

£4,134 - 0 - 1 ,  were submitted, and having been examined, were approved, and an Advice Note was 

signed to enable them to be discharged.

With reference to the objection raised at meeting of tte 7th ultimo to prosecutions which had 

been instituted by the Civic liuards against lads playing foo tba ll on the Pair Green at 

Windmill's H il l ,  it  was now reported that on investigation it  turned out that this ground
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who had rendered signal service to Wexford or to the State, and that i t  was without precedent 

for this muchr-prized compliment to be tendered to a person who had sought it .

Councillors Bolger and Martin attended at this stage of the proceedings.

Complaints were made about recent prosecutions instituted by the Civic Guards^inder the Towns
> ̂  I

Improvement Act against lads playing footba ll on the Pair Green.

It was held that the Green was not part of the Public Street, and as i t  had been used as a 

recreation ground from time immemorial, lega l proceedings should not have been taken in the 

cases complained of.

An opinion was expressed that the ground was part o f the Corporation Estate, and as it had 

always been used as a Common, it  was decided that the Corporate Records should be examined 

in an endeavour to ascertain in  whom the Ground was vested.

The question of a lte r ing  the present date of the Town Pair to a fixed day in each month, a

matter which was several times before the Council, was again brought forward.

A further communication was read from Mr. James J. O’ Connor, So lic ito r ,  wherein he intimated

that his clients believed that i f  the Pair were held on the f i r s t  Tuesday in each month it

would prove very convenient fo r  the farming community as w e ll as fo r cross-channel buyers,
not

the la tte r  of whom would^have suitable f a c i l i t i e s  to  reach Wexford i f  the Pair were altered  

to the last  Monday of the month as some persons desired.

Unier these circumstances, Mr. O’ Connor trusted that the Council would take the recessary steps

to have the date of a l l  future Pairs fixed  to be held on the f i r s t  Tuesday in each month.

As there were only seventeen members in  attendance at present meeting, and it  would be 

necessary for sixteen of them to agree on some spec ific  date on tfiich to hold future Pairs 

to make suoh date e f fec t ive , it  was decided on the motion of Councillor McCabe, Seconded by 

Councillor John Walsh, to postpone consideration of the matter until  Monday, the 21st instant, 

when a Special Meeting of the Council was to be convened at which it  was hoped that a decision

one way or the other on this contentious matter would be arrived at.

Attention was called to the inconvenience experienced by persons posting le tte rs  at Anne Street 

Post Office a fte r  n ightfa ll  owing to the absence of a gas lamp or any illuminant whatever near 

the le t te r  box, and it was decided to request the Minister for Posts to arrange to have a ligh t  

provided at or near the building during the winter months fo r  the accomodation of those having 

business at the Post O ffice.
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course of erection on St. John’ s Road were to be le t  to unskilled workers only, so that a l l

manual workers could apply for the tenancy of them.

This motion was seconded by Councillor Gaul, and was unanimously adopted.

The advisab ility  of a ltering  the present date of the Town Fair to a fixed day in each month was

again brought forward, this being the sixth occasion on nhich the matter was under discussion

by the Council.

The present meeting appeared to be in  agreement as to the wisdom of making some a lte rat ion  of 

date, so it was proposed by Councillor Murphy, and seconded by Councillor. Gaul;

"That the present date of tie Wexford Town Pair be changed to a fixed day in each month."

This proposition, on being put, was declared carried unanimously.

The meeting was then reminded that various dates for holding the Pair in future had been 

suggested. The County Committee of Agriculture wished it  to be held on the f i r s t  Tuesday in  

each month, as did also certain un-named clients of Mr. James J. O'Connor, So lic ito r , while 

four local cattle dealers considered that the last  Monday in  each month would prove the most

suitable date.

Councillor Gaul thereupon proposed that the Pair be held on the la st  Monday in each month, as 

he believed this day would fa c i l i ta te  loca l traders, and this proposition was seconded by

Councillor McMahon.

Alderman Billington, as an amerriment, however, proposed that the Pair be fixed  for the f i r s t  

Tuesday in each month, for the reason that th is  day was desired by the County Committee of 

Agriculture, and by those for whom Mr. O’ Connor spoke, and as w e l l ,  the majority of the 

shopkeepers o f the Town who had been consulted favoured this day.

Alderman Gibson seconded this amendment.

A Po l l  was taken upon i t ,  when there voted

Por Councillors John Walsh, Thomas Walsh, McCabe, Aldermen B illington, and Gibson. 5

Against Councillors McMahon, Bolger, Crosbie, Goodison, Gaul, Donohoe, Martin, Murphy,

The amendment was thereupon declared lo st .

Alderman Rossiter then proposed a further anerriment to Councillor Gaul’ s motion to the effect  

that the last Tuesday in each month be the day on whioh the Pair should be held in future.

This amendment was seconded by Councillor Crosbie.

Alderman Rossiter*s reason for desiring the Pair held on tie la s t  Tuesday in  each month was 

because this day appeared to be the ore which would clash least with other Paie held throughout 

Ireland.

A P o l l  was also taken upon this amendment, when there voted

Por Councillors McCabe, Bolger, Crosbie, Goodison, Donohoe, Martin, Ross, Power,

Clancy, Ross, power, Aldermen Rossiter, Hayes, Connolly, and The Mayor. 15.

T. Walsh, J. Walsh, Aldermen Rossiter, Hayes, Gibson, B illington, Connolly, 

and The Mayor, 16.

Against Councillors Gaul, Murphy, and Clanoy. 

Declined to vote -  Councillor McMahon. 1.
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formed part of the Ancient Estate of tte Corporation, and, therefore, was vested in  that Body, 

and this being so, i t  was decided to inform the Gardai that no proceedings were to be taken in  

future against members of footba ll clubs using the Green for practise.

Votes of condolence were passed as follows:

To Councillor O'Leary and Councillor Browne on the recent deaths of their respective mothers.

To Councillor McMahon on the death of his brother-in -law, the late Martin O'Connor.

To the re la t ives  of the late Patrick O'Brien, fo r  many years Caretaker of the Town Ball.

To the widow of the late John J. O’Byrre, of Cushinstown, who acted as chairman of the Wexford 

County Council during a dangerous and d i f f ic u l t  period.

To ths re la t ives  of the late Pater French, Harpoonstown, ex M. P. for South Wexford.

Councillor Ross, on behalf of Councillor O’Leary, returned thanks for the Council's sympathy, 

ard Councillor McMahon, on his own behalf, also returned thanks.

Regarding complaint made on the 7th ultimo as to want of a r t i f i c i a l  l igh t a fter n ightfa ll  in the 

vicinity of tte Post Office in Anne Street, a le t te r  from the Minister fo r  Posts and Telegraphs 

under date of the 30th October, 1929, was read intimating that he was bringing the matter under 

the notice of the Wexford Harbour Commissioners as they were the Authority responsible for the 

lighting of that particu lar Street.

In accordance with notice given at meeting of Finance and Works Committee held on the 14th ultimo 

the Mayor moved that the Scheme fo r  the erection  of two houses on St. John’ s Road, adopted by 

the Council on 2nd September la s t ,  be amended so that the Corporation would make an annual
.

contribution of a sum suffic ient to discharge an annuity of £120 in 35 years, the effect of 

which would be to permit the two houses to be le t  at a weekly rent of Thirteen Shillings each.

This proposition was seconded by Alderman Connolly.

^  was explained that the reason fo r  amerxiing the o rig ina l Scheme was to comply with the

Regulation la id  down by the Local Government Housing Department in  order to qualify  for a loan

from the Local Loans Fund towards the arection  of tte dwellings.

This Regulation required that public bodies should contribute not less  than the amount of the 

State Grant, and as this Grant in  the present instance would amount to £120, the plan above - 

outlined would comply with the Regulation, and as a resu lt ,  the proportion of the loan to be

repaid by the tenants would be £620 instead of £740 as o r ig in a lly  decided upon.

The Minister for Local Government ar*i Public Health had been informed of the intention of the 

Council in the matter, and by le t t e r  dated 12th October, 1929* No. 69841, intimated that under 

the circumstances he was prepared to recommend the advance of the requisite loan.

Councillor Clancy advocated the use of Irish  slates on the two houses, but it  was pointed out

that the additional cost as compared with asbestos roofing would amount to £31 -  18 -  7 and this  

would increase the rent of each of the houses by 9£d* per week, which increase was not 

considered ju s t i f ia b le .

The Mayor’ s motion to amend the Scheme of 2nd September last  was then put to the meeting and was 

carried, Councillor Clancy alone dissenting on the ground that the houses should be roofed with 

Irish slates notwithstanding the additional expense.

Alderman Hayes, in accordance with notice given by him on the 21st ultimo, moved the revocation 

of that part of resolution adopted by the Council on 2nd April last  itfiereby sixteen houses in

8

©: Wexford Borough Council



2nd December, 1929-

A Statutory Meeting of the Council was held this day at the Town Clerk's O ffice, at h a l f ­

past seven o 'clock p. m.

The members present were:-

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: Thomas Rossiter, James B illington, Thomas Hayes, Richard Gibson,

Nicholas Connolly.

Councillors: Thomas Walsh, John Walsh, Garrett Donohoe, Patrick Clancy, Cyril Ross,

James Murphy, William Goodison, Michael Martin, John Atkins, Edward Bolger, 

James Crosbie, James McMahon, and William J. Power.

The minutes of meeting of the 4th November, 1929, were read and signed.

L ia b i l i t ie s  which had accrued due up to the end of last  month, amounting, in the aggregate, 

to £1,294 : 10 : 3, were submitted, and having been examined were approved, arxi an Advice

Note was signed to enable them to be discharged.

With reference to minutes of 2nd September la st  when the terms of sale of two bungalows on 

St. John’ s Road were settled on, it  was reported that one of the dwellings had been 

disposed of, but although mary inquiries had been made about the second, yet it was founi 

impossible to se ll  it  on the conditions la id  down.

The Finance Committee had accordingly amended ttese corxiitions so as to bring the dwelling 

within the reach of persons of moderate means, arrl it  was believed that i f  this plan were 

agreed to there would be no d i f f ic u lty  in disposing of the house, and, moreover, the 

altered terms would prove of f inancia l advantage to the Council.

Alderman Rossiter thereupon moved the Committee Recommendation as follows:

"That the vacant house on St. John's Road be sold to a bona fide tenant-purchaser for  

an immediate payment of £20 together with a rent-charge of Twelve Shillings per week 

for the ensuing thirty years, at the end of which period the house w i l l  become the

property of the purchaser, who, as w e l l ,  must pay in  perpetuity a ground rent of

Thirty Shillings per annum, and be^responsible for a l l  lega l charges consequent on the

preparation, by the Corporation So lic ito r ,  of the recessary Mortgage Deed, and that

the Minister fo r  Local Government and Public Health be requested to sanction the sale 

of the dwelling on ttese terms."

This motion was seconded by Alderman Connolly, and was unanimously adopted.

A Special Committee recently set up to revise the Waterworks Scale of Charges reported 

that in the course of inquiries made it  was found that there were no less than 118 

registered motor car owners in the town in the present year, and that a great quantity 

of water was used in washing these vehicles for which no charge was made, as the use of 

water fo r  such a purpose was not contemplated when the Waterworks Scale was drawn up.

©: Wexford Borough Council
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This amendment was thereupon declared carried, ani having been put as a substitute for  

Councillor Gaul's defeated motion, was adopted in  tte following terms by sixteen votes to four 

against^he number in favour of it  being tte requisite two-thirds of the members of the 

Corporation:

"That in pursuance of Section 10 of the Local Government Board ( Ireland) Act, 1872, i t  is  

hereby resolved that the present dates of the Wexford Town Pair be altered from the third day 

of January, February, March, April, Jura, July, August, September, October, November, December, 

and the f i r s t  day of May in each year to the last Tuesday of each month a l l  the year round, and

that the Minister fo r Local Government and Public Health be asked to consent to such change."

It was then agreed, i f  the M in ister 's  assent was obtained, not to make the change effective  

until timely notice of it  was given to a l l  interested patties by advertisement in the press. 

Regarding the provision of fever hospital accomodation for Wexford,and the intention of the 

County Board of Health and Public Assistance to dispose of the now disused hospital buildings  

at Grogan's Road, the Mayor read a communlcation which he had received from tte Secretary of the

Department of Local Government and Public Health on the matter.

This was to the e ffect that the question of hospital accomodation fo r  t Ye town was deferred 

pending the appointment of a County Medical O ff icer  of Health, and as to the sale of the disused 

buildings i t  was doubtful i f  the Board of Health had power to dispose of them as they might be 

vested in the State, and i f  this were so, the State Lands Act would apply, but in ary case the 

whole position as to hospital accomodation fo r  Vfexford would be kept in mind when the proposal 

to se l l  the Grogan's Road buildings was being considered by his Department.

Satisfaction was expressed at the information contained in  this le t te r ,  seeing that when, on the 

19th March la st ,  a Sommittee of the Council, together with a Government Engineering inspector, 

visited places that might be suitable for an iso la t ion  hospital the opinion of the in je c to r  

at that time was that the buildings now proposed to be sold were the only available ones which 

would serve such a purpose.
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The proposition was thereupon declared carried, and the necessary instructions were to be

given to Dr. Pierse forthwith.

The Association of Municipal Authorities of Ireland, by le tte r  dated 22nd ultimo, asked for 

the views of the Council on the matter of the De-Rating of agricu ltural land and buildings, 

and industrial and freight transport hereditaments in so fa r  as such De-Rating might effect

the interests of the Council.
d

The Commission of inquiry recently appointed by the Government to report on this much-debatei

matter had invited the Association to tender evidence on behalf of a l l  a f f i l i a t e d  Councils, 

and it  was for the purpose of preparing such evidence that the views of the Wexford

Corporation were required.

It was fe lt  that without further information before them the present meeting were not 

competent to give any considered opinion on this important matter, so on the motion of 

Alderman B illington, seconded by Alderman Rossiter, the following were named as a Committee 

to investigate, as fa r  as possible, the d ifferent phases of De-Rating, and submit th e ir  

findings to a Special Meeting to be convened fo r  the l 6th instant, v i z . : -  Aldermen Rossiter, 

Connolly, B illington, Hayes, and Councillors Murphy, T. Walsh, ftoadison, and the Mayor.

The Corporation Solic itor reported, under date of the 21st instant, that the application of 

William Browne, of the Paythe, for £20 compensation fo r  malicious injury to walls  of his  

f i e ld  in the Faythe had been heard at the recent Circuit Court, and that a Decree for £10 

had been given, but this was not to issue i f  the Corporation made good the damage.

The Solic itor advised that this course should be followed so that the applicant might not 

pro fit  by the application, which was not the f i r s t  he had made in  respect of this  particu lar  

property.

The Borough Surveyor intimated that the damage could be made good for a considerably lesser  

sum than £10, and this being the case, i t  was unanimously decided that the necessary work

should be put in hands forthwith.

With reference to this matter, the meeting were of the opinion that the Laws relating to 

malicious injury should be amended, as in the case under notice the damage was undoubtedly 

caused by trespass, but nevertheless as the Law stood the Judge had no option but to award 

compensation, so it  was decided to bring the matter under the noticeof the Minister for 

Justice and urge (in him the des irab i l ity  of having the Malicious Injury Code altered so that 

ratepayers would not be made responsible fo r  damage not maliciously done .

Councillor Clancy called attention to the fact that the names of the eighteen streets  

altered in 1920 were not designated by these names in  the Local Register of Electors, and 

wished that steps should be taken to compel this to be donein future years.

It was explained that the alterations were not carried out in a lega l manner, as no attention 

whatever had been paid to the requirements of part 2 of the Public Health Acts Amendment 

Act, 1907, which, so fa r ,  was not in  force in  Wexford, and that the changeof name would not 

become effective until the termsof Section 21 of that Statute were complied with.

On the motion of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor McMahon, the congratulations of the 

Council were respectfu lly  tendered to His Grace The Most Rev. Dr. McRory, Archbishop of 

Armagh, and Primate of a l l  Ireland, on his approaching elevation to the Sacred College of©: Wexford Borough Council
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The Committee fe l t  that in equity a l l  water ao used should be paid fo r , and the re tore recommence 1 

that an annual fee of Ten Shillings should be charged to a l l  motor car owners for the priv i lege  

of using the twwn supply for washing their cars unless the water was drawn from a metered service.

A lengthy discussion arose on th is  recommerelation when the feeling o f the Meeting seemed to be 

that the proposed charge should be modified in  the case of persons possessing two or more vehicles, 

and as a resu lt of the discussion, the following resolution was substituted for the orig inal  

recommendation, and was unanimously adopted, on the motion of Alderman Connolly, seconded by 

Councillor Atkins, v i z . : -

"That from 1st April ,  1930, the following fees w i l l  be charged for water used in washing 

every motor car, motor truck, motor lo rry , or motor omJiibus, unless the water so used is  

taken from a supply fit ted  with a regulation water meter, and that such fees be added to the 

Scale of Waterworks Charges in pursuance of Clause 10 of the Wexford Waterworks Order, of  

1875, name l y :

To every person owning one motor vehicle. Ten Shillings per annum.

To every person owning two or more motor vehicles. An additional Five Shillings per annum 

for every vehicle in excess of one."

A further recommendation from the same Committee was brought forward.

It was to the effect that wholesale bo tt le rs  should be supplied by meter only for the reason that 

excessive quantities of water were used by persons carrying on such a trade, and that this water 

was not required for domestic purposes as defined by Clause 8 of the Waterworks Order.

The Mayor thereupon moved. That there be added to the l i s t  of Trades,set out in tte Waterworks 

Scale of Charges, which are to be supplied by meter only the Trade of "Wholesale b o tt le r " .

This motion was seconded by Alderman B il l in g to n , ar*i was adopted unanimously.

Communications from the Local Government Department under date of 14th and 20th November, 1929, 

were read.

These required that lega l proceedings should be instituted against a l l  vaccination defaulters in  

the Borough since 1926 ( 531 in  number) arxi intimated that I f  the Council fa i led  to have the Law 

carried out, the Minister fo r  Local Government are! Public Health would take steps to compel them 

to do so, and moreover would name a l l  the objecting members as special defendents so that the 

lega l costs incurred by him could be recovered from such members.

It was computed that to carry out the M in ister 's  behest in its  entirety would involve an

expenditure of at least £130 for which no provision was made in  the current year 's  rates, but as 

an a lternative, it  was proposed by Alderman B illington, and seconded by Councillor Murphy, that 

20 out o f the l i s t  of 531 vaccination defaulters be promiscuously selected for prosecution, but 

that Dr. Pierse be requested to serve notices again on those chosen so as to give them a further 

chance to obey the Law.

A Poll was taken on this proposition, when there voted:-

For Councillors Crosbie, Mafrtin, Goodison, Murphy, Ross, Donohoe, John Walsh, Aldermen

Connolly, Gibson, Hayes, B illington , Rossiter, and the Mayor. _________________________  13

Against Councillors Power, Bolger, Atkins, and Thomas Walsh. ______________________________________  4

Declined to vote -  Councillors McMahon and Clancy. _______________©: Wexford Borough Council



farmers receiving the benefits of De-Rating should be compelled to t i l l  a certain proportion

of their land annually."

The Committee then went into the Terms of Reference of the Government Commission of inquiry 

into De-Rating, and gave their considered opinion thereon as fo l low s :-

1. "That while present loca l rates are no more than aie necessary to maintain in  an e f f ic ien t  

manner the public services administered by local authorities, s t i l l ,  the burden on

agriculture and industry is too great.

2. "That the probable economic consequences of De-Rating would be that greater energy would 

be displayed both on the farm and in the factory with a consequent increase of employment, 

and as a corollary, a reduction of the cost of l iv in g .

3." That i f  De-Rating be brought into e ffect a l l  urban areas should be formed into seperate 

electoral divisions and direct representation given to such areas on county councils, as *  

we believe that loca l services can be more e f f ic ie n t ly  and economically managed by elected  

councils than by the Central Government,"

The Committee were also of the opinion, in  view of the great importance of the matter, that a 

Special General Conference of the Association of Municipal Authorities of Irelarxi, instead of 

a meeting o f the Emergency Committee, should be summoned without delay to give the delegates 

an opportunity of voicing the views of their councils on this most urgent question.

The feeling of the present meeting seemed to be that the views embodied in the Report 

reflected the general opinion of the Council on a matter whieh was agitating the public mind 

for some time past, and on the motion of Alderman Rossiter, seconded by Councillor Ross, the 

Committee Report was unanimously adopted, arri a copy of it  was ordered to be sent to the

Association of Irish Municipal Authorities.

Signed on behalf ofl the Committee

Richard Corish

12th December, 1929* Mayor and Chairman of Committee.

©: Wexford Borough Council



O rd in a l . ,  a«tf -  w e ll,  to Monsignor Paschal Robinson, 0. P. Archbishop o f W a » ,  the f i r s t

Apostolic Nuncio appointed to Saorstat Eireann.

A vote of sympathy to the re latives of the late T. P. O'Connor, who for 45 years represented the 

irish people of the Scotland Road Division of Liverpool in  the Brit ish  House of Commons, where 

he did everything possible to advance the Irish Cause,was adopted in silence, on the motion 01

the Mayor, seconded by Alderman Connolly.

/f

M

16th December, 1929.

A Special Meeting of the Council was held th is  day (pursuant to the Mayor's requisition) at the 

Town Clerk's Office, at ha lf-past seven o 'clock p. m.

The members in attendance were.—

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: James B il lington , Thomas Hayes, and Thomas Rossiter.

Councillors: James Murphy, Garrett Donohoe, John Walsh, Thomas Walsh, James McMahon, James

Croebie, Patrick Clancy, William Goodison, Cyril Ross, Edward Bolper, and 

Michael Martin.

The meeting was summoned to consider, and i f  thought well adopt in its  entirety, or adopt after  

amendment, a Special Committee Report on the matter of the De-Rating of agricultural land and 

industrial undertakings for submission to the Association of Municipal Authorities as the 

considered opinion of the Council on th is  highly important matter.

The Committee submitted its  report in  the fo llow ing terms:

The Committee appointed to go into the question of the De-Rating of agricultural land and

buildings, and industrial and fre ight transport hereditaments, as requested by the Assoc ia t ion  

of Municipal Authorities, met on Wednesday, the 11th instant, at the Town Clerk's O ffice, at 

seven p. m. when the following members attended:-

The Mayor in the Chair, with Aldermen Thomas Hayes and James B illington, and Councillors Thomas 

Walsh and James Murphy.

The Committee had before them the Scheme of De-Rating in operation in Great Brita in  and Northern 

Ireland and the method by which it  was financed, and in view of the disadvantageous position  in  

which the farmers of the Free State, as well as the heavy industries therein, are placed as a 

consequence, the Committee unanimously came to the following conclusion:

"That there should be a r e l i e f  of rates on agricu ltura l land as well as on a l l  factories  and 

property used for production, but we are not in a position to express any opinion as to how the

Scheme should be financed. This is  a matter for the Government.

"That we consider that i f  i t  is  necessary to levy any new taxes to bring the Scheme into 

operation, these should not be placed on the necessaries of l i f e ,  ard further, that i f  a general

Subsidy is given to agriculture and industry it  should be accompanied by a stipulation that a

minimum wage should be paid to the workers employed, and that in  the case o f agriculture a l l

©: Wexford Borough Council



The meeting were uncertain whether to issue these advert isenents in  a month or so, or wait 

until next year, as some members stated that for the present year the existing dates had been 

inserted in  various almanacks and to change them before 1931 would cause confusion, so as the 

County Committee of Agriculture were interested in the matter, it  was decided, before taking 

any action, to ascertain when, in their opinion, the change of date should become e ffect ive .  

The question of the recent flooding of King Street, caused by the abnormal r a in fa l l  and high 

t ides , was a matter brought forward by the Mayor to see i f  ary remedy could be found to 

prevent a recurrence of such an unfortunate state o f a f fa i r s .

He said that this was not the f i r s t  occasion on which flooding had taken place, as from a 

perusal of the municipal records it  appeared that so fa r  back as 1897 the then Corporation 

had a similar d i f f ic u lty  to contend with, and various steps were taken to mitigate the 

nuisance, but as the ground floors  of some of the houses in  King Street were below t id a l  

leve l,  it  was then recognised that it  would be impossible to prevent water from flowing into 

the dwellings at certain times, aNd the same conditions existed on the present date.

Again in 1900 the lo ca lity  was flooded, and a Committee found that a contributory cause was 

the arches under Messrs. Pettigrew 's Malthouse , which were not large enough to carry o f f  the 

water from the Horse River with the resu lt  that it  overflowed into King Street and flooded 

that Street, but again the point was stressed that water would be liab le  to burst into the 

dwellings in the Street at any time owing to th e ir  low -ly ing situation.

The arches referred to had been removed and replaced by iron girders , and the expense of 

doing the work, which came to £35, had been borne equally  by the Corporation, by the Messrs. 

Pettigrew, and by the Landlord of the raalthouse, and this a lteration , it  seemed, had effected  

a considerable improvement in the lo ca lity .

As every possible e f fo rt  should be made to remedy, i f  possib le , the undoubted hardship from 

which the tenants of the King Street houses were su ffe ring , ths following proposal was now

made by the Mayor, v i z . : -

That the services of Mr. Alfred D. Delap, M. Inst. C. E . , of Dublin, be engaged to report as 

to whether any scheme could, within reasonable financia l lim its , be devised to prevent the 

flooding of the King Street area during certain periods.

This proposal was seconded by Councillor Thomas Walsh.

Alderman Billington, however, proposed ac an amerciment. That the breaches in the w a ll  of 

King Street Aveme be bu ilt  up, am the culverts of tte Stonebridge River be cleaned out from

King Street to the Quays.

This motion was seconded by Councillor Murphy.

Alderman B illington held that the flooding, in  a great measure, was aggravated by the broken 

wall which allowed the overflow from the River to pour down the Avenue and thence into King 

Street, and that i f  this wall were repaired the flooding would, to a certain extent, be

obviated in  future.

It was pointed out, however, that King Street Aveme was private property, and that the 

Corporation had always refused either to repair, l igh t ,  or clean i t ,  and that Mr. James J. 

Stafford, who owned three or four houses in the Aveme, disclaimed a l l  ownership in  the Wall.

©: Wexford Borough Council
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13th January, 1930.

A Special Meeting of the Council was held this day (pursuant to the Mayor's requisition) at the

Town Clerk's O ffice, at ha lf-past seven o'clock p. m.

The members present were:-

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: Thomas Hayes, James B illington, Thomas Rossiter, Richard Gibson.

Councillors: James Gaul, Garrett Donohoe, James Murphy, John Walsh, Thomas Walsh, John

Atkins, Patrick Clancy, John J. O'Leary, William J. Power, James Crosbie,

James McMahon, Michael Martin, and Edward Bolger.

The minutes of meeting of 2nd December, 1929, were read and signed, and those of the 16th idem

were taken as read and were thereupon also  signed.

L iab i l i t ie s  which had accrued due up to the end of la st  month, amounting, in the aggregate, to 

£1,847 -  10 -  10, were submitted,and having been examined, were approved, arxi an Advice Note was 

signed to enable them to be discharged.

Councillor O'Leary expressed sincere thanks for the sympathy extended to him by the Council on 

the occasion of the recent death of his mother.

Votes of condolence were passed to the County SurveYor on the death of his s is te r ,  the late Miss 

Barry, and to Mrs. Dowse on the death of her husband, the late Dr. Thomas Dowse, who had 

practised in Wexford from the time he entered the medical profession until his unexpected demise. 

With reference to minutes of the 4th November, 1929, on which date it  was decided to seek the 

assent of the Minister for Local Government arai public Health to a proposal to change the present 

dates of the Town Pairs, the fo llowing is a copy of a Sealed Order which was made by the Minister 

on the 30th ultimo giving approval to the proposed a lte rat ion  of dates:

" In  exercise of the powers vested in him by Section 10 of the Local Government ( ire land) Act, 

1872, and of a l l  other powers in th is  behalf enabling him, the Minister fo r Local Government and 

Public Health does hereby consent to the proposal made to him by the Mayor, Aldermen and 

Burgesses of Wexford, acting by the Council, being the owners of certain fa i r s  held in the Town 

of Wexford on the Third day of January, February, March, Apr il ,  June, July, August, September, 

October, November and December, and on the First day of May, in each year, to a lter and f i x  the 

days for holding the said fa i r s  from the day in each month hereinbefore specified, to the last

Tuesday of every month in  each year.

"Given under the O ff ic ia l  Seal of the Minister for Local Goverranent ard Public Health, this

th irt ieth  day of December in the Year of Our Lord One Thousand Nine Hundred and Twenty-nine.

(Signed) "Risteard Ua Maolchatha,"

"Minister for Local Government and Public Health."

The question of the month in which the a lteration  would take e ffect  so that this date could be 

published in " I r i s  O i f ig iu i l "  and in the local newspapers, as required by Section 10 of the 

Local Government Board (Ire land ) Act, 1872, was then considered.

©: Wexford Borough Council



Solic ito r  to appear in the case to safeguard, as fa r  as possib le, the Interests of the

ratepayers.

Councillor Clancy moved that the hearty congratulations of the Council be extended to Mr. 

John Healy, of Messrs. Healy & Collins, of Main Street, for his enterprise in  re-opening 

the O x fo rd  Knitting Factory on up-to-date lines, as th is  revived industry was providing 

much-needed employment for a large number of the g i r l s  of the town, and he called on the

people of Wexford to give the project the ir  practical support.

The motion was seconded by Councillor Atkins, supported by the Mayor, and adopted with

unanimity.

3rd February, 1930.

A Statutory Meeting of the Council was held th is  day at the Town Clerk’ s Office at ha lf-past  

seven o ' clock p. m.

The members present were:- 

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in  the Chair.

Aldermen: Thomas Hayes, Thomas Rossiter, James B il lington , Nicholas Connolly, and

Richard Gibson.

Councillors: John Walsh, William Goodison, Cyril Ross, Garrett Donohoe, James Murphy,

James McMahon, John Atkins, Thomas Walsh, Patrick Clancy, Michael Martin, 

James Crosbie, Edward Bolger, John J. O’Leary, William J. Power, James Gaul,

and Patrick McCabe.

The minutes of meeting of 13th January, 1930, were read and signed.

L ia b i l i t i e s  which had accrued due up to the end of last  month, amounting, in  the aggregate, 

to £2,386 -  8 -  3, were submitted, and having been examined, were approved, and Advice Notes 

were signed to enable them to be discharged.

On the motion of Councillor Martin, secomed by Alderman Rossiter, the condolences o f the 

meeting were tendered to Councillor Gaul on the recent demise of his father-in -law , the late 

Mr. John Kennedy, a well known arti. highly respected c it izen  of the town; and on the motion 

of Councillor Clancy, seconded by Councillor Atkins, a vote of sympathy was passed with the 

re la t ives  of the late Patrick Roche, who for f i f te en  years had acted as Caretaker of 

Crosstown Cemetery, and had during that time discharged his duties to the entire sa t is fac t ­

ion of the Council as well as to a l l  who had occasion to v is it  the Cemetery.

Mrs. H. G. Dowse, of George Street, by le tte r  expressed her heartfe lt  thanks for the 

sympathy extended to her by the Council on the recent death of her husband, the late Dr. 

Thomas Dowse. .

There was submitted fo r  execution on the part of the Corporation a Deed of Mortgage whereby

©: Wexford Borough Council
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The amendment was thereupon put to the meeting, when it  was declared ±v„w, six members only 

being in favour of i t ,  while ten nere against i t .

The Mayor's motion was then put, when there toted

por Councillors Martin, Crosbie, Power, O'Leary, T. Walsh, J. Walsh, Donohoe,

Aldermen Gihson, Rossiter, Hayes, and the Mayor. ----------------------------------------------

Against Councillors McMahon, Clancy, Atkins, Murphy, and Alderman B il lington  5

Declined to vote -  Councillors Bolger and Gaul. -------------------------------------------------------------------  . ^

The motion was accordingly declared carried.

It was the unanimous wpinion of the meeting that every possible e ffo rt  should be made to compel 

whoever was responsible to have the breaches in the wall above referred to built  up, and to that 

end it was proposed by the Meyor, seconded by Alderman B illington , and unanimously resolved:

That the Copporation Solic itor be directed to report as to the ownership of the roadway and the 

retaining wall of King Street Aveme so that steps could be taken to compel the owner to have 

a l l  r»cessary repairs carried out forthwith.

The Secretary of the Harbour Board wrote requesting the Council to send representatives to 

confer with the Board artl the Rosslare Development Association, so as to see what was best to be 

done to check tte considerable erosion which was taking place at Rosslare, and threatened the

very existence of this thriving seaside resort, and as w e l l ,  according to expert opinion, might

prove injurious to the Quays of Wexford, and the following were appointed to represent the
*

Council at the proposed Confe re nee: Alderman Rossiter, with Councillors T. Walsh and McMahon.

In accordance with notice given by him, Councillor Clancy moved that an additional lamp be 

provided for Parnell Street to replace the l igh t  which was removed some time ago to t he Castle 

Hill end of that Street, am a le tte r  to the same effect  from several residents of the Street was 

read.

This motion was seconded by Councillor McMahon, but fa i led  to be carried as there voted against 

it Councillors Martin, Crosbie, Power, T. Walsh, J. Walsh, Murphy, Donohoe, Aldermen Gibson, 

Rossiter, Billington, Hayes, and the Mayor, (12) While only Councillors Bolger, McMahon, O'Leary, 

Clancy, Atkins, and Gaul ( 6 ) were in favour of i t .

A letter under date of the 21st December, 1929, No. 85818, was read intimating that the Minister 

for Local Government and Public Health proposed to convene in the early summer a Conference in 

Dublin of representatives of local bodies concerned in the administration of public social 

services, and suggesting that the Chairman and another member of each body along with the clerk

should be nominated to attend such Conference.

The appointment of the Mayor and the Town Clerk was unanimously approved, and as to the third 

Delegate, Councillor O'Leary proposed that Alderman B illington  be selected, and this proposition  

was seconded by Councillor McMahon.

Alderman Hayes, however, moved that Councillor Thomas Walsh should be thfe th ird  representative, 

and this was seconded by Councillor Gaul.

The la tter  proposition was declared carried on a d ivision by ten votes to six.

There was submitted a notice received from Anastasia Keating of her intention to apply to the 

forthcoming Circuit Court for Ten pounds as compensation for a plate g lass window broken in  her 

premises in Bride Street on the 11th ultimo, and it  was decided to instruct the Corporation©: Wexford Borough Council



"12.00 O .D .. High water of an ordinary spring tide is  10

"Now the leve l of KAin Street South at i ts  lowest point is  13*93, and of King Street 
Upper at i ts  lowest point is  13.00. So that more than tide is  necessary to account for the
flooding, though the tide was certainly a contributory cause.

"The flooding occurred after severe loca l r a in fa l l ,  coming on top of an unusually wet 
spe ll .  There was no ground which was not already saturated, so that the run-off was very
quick and more than the ordinary river channel* from the old town wall to the sea were able
to take already f i l l e d ,  as they almost certainly were by the tide.

"This lower part of t ie  r iver is very f la t  and very low. up to Lambert Place the bed
of the r iver is under high water of an ordinary spring tide , and even with a moderate flood  
and anything to cause an unusually high tide the water leve l would be affected as far up as 
the Joseph Street and M il l  Road crossing of King Street Upper.

"Besides being f la t  the channel of the r iver is at certain points seriously constric­
ted and especially at ore place very crooked. The constrictions are caused by narrowings 
and too low arches, or both, and the worst point as regard crookedness is  where the stream 
truns at two right angles at the old town w a ll .  Such constrictions inevitably cause 
trouble in times of flood and in serious cases raise the level of the water upstream of them 
t i l l  i t  flows out of the r iver  channel.

"These constrictions of the r iver channel, whether in width or depth, a ffect its  
a b i l i t y  to discharge the flood water, and the ir  e ffect is  of course much greater where the
t ida l influence is  f e l t ;  that is ,  below the Joseph S treet-M ill Road junction. An examin­
ation of the points where flooding occurred w i l l  i l lu s t ra te  this.

"Por instance, the bridge that crosses the stream at the end o f King Street Avenue 
is  too narrow ani too low fo r  a big flood; the water checked by it  banked up, poured out 
through a broken gap in the wall guarding the r iver  immediately opposite the lane, flooded
the lane and, through i t ,  a l l  of King Street Upper,

"Again, at tte point where the stream reaches the lineo f the old town w a l l ,  where the 
overflow culvert takes o f f ,  -there is a right angle bend and a sudden narrowing just above 
the bridge, followed by a second right angle bend in  Rope-walk yard: these bends, combined 
with the fact that the bridge under King Street Upper is  a very low one, must prevent the
water getting away from a l l  the area above th is  point.

"Again, the Stone Bridge i t s e l f  under the Main Street is a very low arch; its  to ta l  
height from invert to so ff it  of arch is only 4 f t . ,  and only one arch of the two is  
available fo r the r iver. This constriction forced the water to leave its channel above 
Main Street at its  lowest point and return to i t s  channel below the bridge.

"At a l l  these points there is  much re s t r ic t io n  to flow and every restric tion  must
cause banking up and, when conditions are bad, flooding.

"The levels  show that the normal tide alore never causes flooding in the area examined 
and an extraordinary tide would have to be more than two feet higher than normal before 
trouble would be caused by tide a lo r » ,  and such a tide must be very unusual. i f ,  however, 
floods come down while the tide is in, the flood water cannot get away; it  accumulates 
upstream of every constriction whether this is caused by a narrow place in the channel, an 
arch too low, a sudden berti or change of d irection  or rubbish of any kind in the channel, 
and i f  such accumulation goes on, flooding is im v i t a b le .

"Drains and sewers which normally discharge surface waters into the river have their
flow restricted or altogether stopped at high water, but it is  of the utmost importance that 
that these should be kept in f i r s t -c la s s  order so that, with f a l l in g  water in the river  
channel, flood waters can quickly escape. The masonry culvert Which takes o f f  from the 
r iv e r  channel at the Town Wall Bridge under King Street Upper and passes to the sea under 
King Street Lower must be of considerable use in  re liev ing flooding above its  take -o ff ,  but 
i t s  entrance is only 4 ' X 4*6" and nothing is  known of its  cond itions there is no access to 
i t  at any point.

"As 1 understand the situation, flooding/as was experienced last December does not 
occur su ffic iently  often to ju s t ify  very large expenditure, and 1 therefore do not propose 
to discuss such works as the construction of a culvert by-pass from above the bridge under 
King Street Upper to below Main Street South, which could be constructed to the benefit of
King Street but at a very considerable cost.

"Again, certain works have been done in the past which might have been done with less
r isk  of obstructing the flow of the r ive r ,  but the advantage to be gained by widening these
would not be worth the cost. An instance of this is  to be seen at Stone Bridge where the 
invert has been raised unnecessarily high and pipes of various kinds have been allowed to be 
placed through and under the so f f i t  of the arches.

such

"Certain things can be done to mitigate the trouble, though they w i l l  not prevent its  
recurrence under exceptional conbinat ions of bad conditions, such as extraordinary high 
t ides  and high intensity r a in fa l l .  The works 1 would suggest are as fo l low s :-
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sfftfurity would be given to the Commissioners of Public Works for the re-payment of a Loan of 

£740 required to enable two good-class houses to be erected on the St. John's Road as decided

upon on the 2nd September la s t .

The Minister for Local Government and Public Health, on 12th October, 1929, by le tte r  No. 69841, 

intimated that he had recommended the Minister fo r Finance to advance such a Loan, and intimation 

was conveyed in le tte r  of the 19th December, 1929, No. 89940, that this recommendation had been 

approved by the la tte r  Minister.

Accordingly, it was proposed by Alderman Rossiter, seconded by Councillor Atkins, and unanimously 

resolved:

"That our Corporate Seal be a ffixed  to the Deed of Mortgage of th is  date now read, whereby 

security is given to t l »  Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland for the re-payment of the sum 

of Seven Hundred and Forty Pounds proposed to be advanced by them to us under the Housing of the 

Working Classes (Ire land ) A cts .”

Thereupon the Deed of Mortgage was duly Sealed and signed, and the following further resolution  

was unanimously adopted on the motion of Councillor Gaul, seconded by Councillor Ross, v i z . : -  

"That inasmuch as this Council does not immediately require from the Comnissiorers of Public 

Works in Ireland the tota l amount of the sum mentioned in  the Deed of Mortgage to them this day 

executed by the Council, but prefer to receive the same by instalments as occasion may require.

It is resolved that the requ is it ion  fo r each advance shall be intimated to said Commissioners by 

the Chairman of this Council fo r  the time being, countersigned by the Town Clerk, and that each 

such requisition shall be forwarded to the Accountant of the said Commissioners, and that a l l  

such advances shall be lodged to our Account in  the Wexford Branch of the National Bank.**

With regard to the recent flooding of King Street, a matter which had engaged the attention of 

meeting held on the 13th ultimo, the fo llow ing is  a copy cf a report received from Mr. Alfred  

Delap, C. E . , as a result o f his inspection of the lo c a l i ty ,  and which was read for the present 

meeting:

"Northern Bank Chambers,
115, Grafton Street,

Dublin.
31st January, 1930.

"To/ The Town Clerk,
Wexford.

"Dear Sir,

" in  accordance with the wish of your Corporation that 1 should inspect the area 
recently flooded in King Street and its  neighbourhood and report on this and advise as to what
could be done to prevent a recurrence of this trouble —

" I  went to Wexford on the 25th, met your Works Committee, and went over the whole
ground with Mr. O’ Donnell, the Borough Surveyor. On the 27th January i  again examined the
whole area and from Mr. O’ Donnell got leve ls  taken at various points, am i  now beg to report as 
fo llow s :-

"The places where flooding occurred were, 1 understand, King Street upper and its  
neighbourhood and Main Street South, about the Stone Bridge; but 1 find i t  d i f f ic u lt  to believe  
that there was six feet of water in ary of the King Street houses.

" I t  was neaRly dead neaps when the worst flooding occurred, but it  i s  quite possible
that the tide was an abnormal one, both in height and as to the hour when the water was at its
highest. Such abnormal tides do occur, caused by either heavy flooding in the Slaney or by
easterly or south-easterly gales, or a combination of these two causes. December was an

5 ? ? f h a "d the, slaI» y  "“ St have been very high and the weather generally had
Ty l t Z 7 . l  t  tides abnormal; but 1 do not think it  l ik e ly  that the actual tide level at

time of the worst flooding was more than that o f a high spring t id e ,  which would be about
©: Wexford Borough Council



thoroughbred foal which he alleged was wantonly k i l led  at Mulgannon on the 19th December

l a s t .

This matter was referred to the Finance and Works Committee to be dealt with, as apart from 

^ulgannon being Immediately outside the Borough boundary, there were other circumstances 

connected with the case which required to be investigated.

Councillor Clancy gave noticeof his intention to move on an appropriate ocoasion that the 

Freedom of the Borough would be conferred on His Grace Archbishop Pascal Robinson, 0. F. M.

Nuncio Apostolic to S&orstat Eireann.

This notice was accepted.

Alderman B illington  alluded to the recent Conference which was held between Delegates from 

the Rosslare Development Association, the County Council, the Harbour Commissioners, and 

the Corporation to discuss what was best to be done to prevent further erosion taking place

at Rosslare.

He said it  had been decided by the three first-named Bodies to send a Deputation to the 

Government to lay before them the grave p light of the inhabitants of the Village owing to 

the serious inroads of the sea during the past three or four months with a request for 

financial assistance to prevent further encroachment, ,and he pressed that some members of

the Council should also be appointed to jo in  th is  Deputation.

After discussion, it w s  decided, on the motion o f Alderman Connolly, secobded by 

Councillor O'Leary, to request Councillors T. Walsh, and M#Cabe to represent the Corporat­

ion whenever the proposed interview with the Government would take place.

The following resolution m s  unanimously adopted, on the motion of Councillor Ross,

seconded by Councillor Atkins: That tte best thanks of the people of Wexford are due to

Sister Davitt, of the Order of St. John of God, fo r  her ii*iefatigable labours among the 

sick poor of the town, and for her unsparing e f fo r t s  to relieve the needy in the ir  d istress

3 - * 3 *.

3rd March, 1930.

A Statutory Meeting of the Council was held th is  day at the Town Clerk’ s Office at half-past

seven o ’ clock p. m.

The members present were : -

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: Richard Gibson, James e i l l in gton , Thomas Hayes, Nicholas Connolly, and

Thomas Rossiter.

Councillors: Edward Bolger, James McMahon, John J. O’Leary, Patrick Clancy, James Murphy,

Garrett Donohoe, Patrick McCabe, John Walsh, William J. Power, James Gaul, 

Thomas Walsh, John Atkins, Cyril Ross, James Crosbie, and Michael Martin.

The minutes of meeting of the 3rd February, 1930, w r e  read and signed.

There was la id  before the meeting a copy of a conditional Order of Garnishee whereby a sum of
©: Wexford Borough Council
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•1. Examine the King Street Lower culvert from its  entrance to the sea. i f  i t s  normal dimena 
ions are substantially greater than those of i ts  entrance the la tte r  must be enlarged. ar o es 
to give access to this culvert should be provided at four points.

«2. The sewer in  King Street Upper should have three manholes provided so that i t  can be kept
in proper order; i f  i t s  gradient is  such that it is  not se lf-c leansing, an automatic flushing 
tank must be provided. It is  to be noted in this connection that the use of the f ie ld  on the 
S.e . side of King Street Upper as a dumping ground for rubbish and waste material of a moot 
unsanitary description has made the problem of King Street Upper a very d i f f i c u l t  one. The 
natural drainage of th is  area is interfered with, a l l  flooding is  concentrated in the street 
i t s e l f  ani the health of this d is tr ic t  must inevitably be seriously affected.

"3 . There is  a quite unnecessary constriction of the river channel immediately above the
bridge under King Street Upper, which it  would be advisable to remove.

**4 . The breach in the r iv e r  parapet opposite the end of King Street Avenue should be repaired, 
and also the breach in  the parapet of the small bridge to which th is  lane leads. The f i r s t  of 
these small works is necessary to prevent or delay escape of water in times of flood, but both
are recessary in the interests of public safety.

"5. The r iver  channel is ,  where it  can be seen, surprisingly free from obstructions in  view of 
the recent flooding, but there are accumulations of flood material in  various places which
undoubtedly tend to hold thewateer back, and these should be removed. there is  much of the
channel which cannot be seen as it  is  covered in, and steps should be taken to see that there is 
no unseen accumulation and, i f  necessary, openings should beprovided to make such periodic 
inspection poss ib le . Generally speaking, the whole course of the r ive r ,  from sea to the Urban 
fl istrict boundary, should be examined and cleared each year.

■In conclusion, I  would like to express my appreciation of the help given to me in ray 
investigations by Mr. O'Donnell, your able and energetic Borough Surveyor, who spared no trouble 
to get me a l l  racessary information.

" I  am, S ir ,

"Yours fa i th fu l ly ,

(Signed) "Alfred D. Delap, M. Inst. C. E.

"Delap & Waller

"P.S. -  On reading over above report it  occurs to me that 1 may have conveyed the impression 
that a l l  the flooding of King Street was due to  the breach in the wall opposite the end of King 
Street Avenue. This was not my intention. Water did escape from the river through King Street 
Avenue, but much came down D is t i l l e ry  Road, Joseph Street, M i l l  Road, and LaMbert Place, and a l l  
this converged on King Street, Upper, from which it  could not escape owing to the throttling at 
and below the line o f  the old Town Wall.

(Signed) "Alfred D. Delap.

"January, 1930* "February 1st, 1930."

As this very important report required much consideration, it  was decided to refer i t  to a 

Committee consisting of Aldermen Rossiter and B il lington , with Councillors Thomas Walsh,

McMahon, Donohoe, Goodison, and the Mayor, who were given power to again consult with Mr. Delap 

i f  such a course were thought necessary.

The appointment of a man to act as Caretaker of Crosstown Cemetery in room of Patrick Roche, 

deceased,which was due to be made at present meeting, was, on the motion of Alderman Hayes , 

seconded by Alderman B il lington , adjourned until Monday, 3rd March next, to enable a Committee to 

v is it  the Cemetery and submit a report as to its  general condition, so that thE incoming 

Saretaker would have his duties and respons ib ilit ies  fu l ly  defined.

The following were selected to form th is  Committee on the motion of Councillor Gaul, seconded by 

Councillor T. Walsh:- Aidermen Hayes and Gibson, with Councillors MartinJ Atkins, Clancy, 

Goodison, T. Walsh, and Gaul, and they were further appointed to act as a permanent Committee to 

exercise a general supervision over the Cemetery and keep in touch with the work which the 

Caretaker and his assistant would be engaged at.

There was la id  before the meeting a formal notice of the intention of a Mr. Christopher Hayes to 

apply at the forthcoming Circuit Court fo r  Thirt* Pounds as compensation for the loss  of a©: Wexford Borough Council



on their various v is i t s  to Crosstown.

it was reported that ten applications had been received for the position, and it  was 

decided, on the motion of Councillor Ross, seconded by Alderman Connolly, by th irteen  votes 

to eignt that the voting to select one of the ten would be taken by ba l lo t ,  and a fte r  a 

series of four ba l lo ts ,  by which time a l l  but two of the applicants were eliminated, it was 

found that of these two, Patrick Sutton, of Crosstown, had secured thirteen out of a 

possible twenty-one votes, and he was accordingly declared elected.

The report of the Committee appointed to arrange for the Public Lighting of the town for

year commencing on 1st April next was brought up.

Prom this it was seen that in the current year 149 lamps had been maintained and l i t  

throughout the town at a cost of £454, and that the Committee, after a long consultation  

with a representative of the E lec tr ic ity  Supply Board, found that two additional ligh ts

were now needed, and that the hours of l igh ting  should be varied.

Prom a computation made, the Committee found that i f  the 151 lamps were l i t  on lines  

similar to those in force in the current year, the charge would only amount to £435 -  15 -0 

and the question of a l l -n igh t  ligh ting  was debated but was ruled out as being too costly.

An alternative plan to keep some of the lamps a l igh t  a l l  night was then considerEd and met 

with the approval of the Committee, who a fte r  f leryrthy cons ide rat ion de cided to recommend 

that a contract be entered into with the E le c t r ic i ty  Supply Board fo r  year comne ncing on 

1st April next for them to ligh t  and maintain throughout the year 151 lamps, 42 of which 

should be a l l-n igh t pilot lamps to bejlit in  selected lo c a l i t ie s  from half-an-hour after  

after  sunset to dawn, the remaining 109 to be l i t  from half-an-hour after sunset to mid­

night only; further that 95 of the to ta l of 151 lamps should be of 200 watts each and the

remaining 56 of 100 watts each, and that an inclusive sum of £481 should be paid to the

Board for this entire service.

After some discussion, Councillor Crosbie proposed. That tte report of the Lighting 

Committee be adopted, and that a sum of £481 be allocated fo r the Public Lighting of 151

lamps during year 1930-31 on lines la id  down in the report.

This proposition was seconded by Councillor McCabe, and was adopted unanimously.

It was further decided to increase the ligh t of lamp at Slaney Street from one of 100 watts

to one of 200 watts.

In accordance with notice given at last meeting, Councillor Clancy proposed:

"That in pursuance of the provisions of the Municipal Privilege Act, 1876, the Honorary 

Freedom of this, the Ancient Borough of Wexford, be conferred on His Excellency, the Most 

Peverend Paschal Robinson, Order of Friars Minor, F irst  Nuncio Apostolic to Saorstat 

Eireann, on his coming v is it  to Wexford, in recognition of the signal honour bestowed on 

His Excellency by the Holy See, aNd as a mark of t t »  loyalty and attachment of the Mayor, 

Aldermen and Burgesses of the Borough to the Throne and Person of the Supreme Sovereign 

p o n t i f f ,  His Holiness Pope Pius XL."

This proposal was seconded by Councillor McCabe, and was adopted unanimously and with 

g ra t i f ic a t ion , as i t  was recognised that the priv ilege of tendering the Freedom of Wexford 

to his Excellency was the highest honour in the power of the Council to bestow, and the
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£17 _ 13 ~ 10, being poundage on Poor Rate accounted for by D. J. Duff- ex-Poor l<ate Collector, 

before he absconded, was attached on behalf of the New Ireland Assurance Company, which Company, 

together with Du ff’ s two Personal Sureties, had made good the amount of his default, which came 

to £693 “ 7 - 9 -

The Corporation, i f  they so wished, could appear in the High Court and 3how cause why the Order 

should not be made Absolute, but tte Finance Committee, who had already considered the matter, 

recommended the Council to take no steps in th is  direction as they had no lega l claim to the 

money, but to pay i t  over to the Insurance Company.

The present meeting unanimously approved of this recommerotation, arrt therefore the amount was 

included in the b i l l s  passed this day fo r  payment which came to a to ta l of £2,636 -  0 -  2 - 

Votes of sympathy were extended to the following consequent on recent bereavements which had 

befallen them:

To Mrs. Hadden on the death, in China, of her son, Dr. Richard Perott Hadden.

To Lady Adllaide Fitzgerald on the death, as the resu lt  of a^iccident in the hunting f i e ld ,  of 

her daughter, the late Mrs. Lakin.

To Mrs. Larkin, mother of the late  Alderman Larkin, on the death of her daughter, Josephine.

To Alderman Hayes on the death of his aunt, the late Mrs. O’Keeffe.

Alderman Hayes returned thanks fo r  the mark of respect shown him, and le tte rs  acknowledging 

votes of condolence passed at la st  meeting were read from Councillor James Gaul, arxi Mr. Edward 

Roche.

With reference to  entry in minut® of the 13th January last re lating  to change of date of Wexford 

Town Fails a le tte r  was read from the County Committee of Agriculture intimating that in their

opinion the date should not be a ltered in  the present year, but that timely steps should be taken

to make the A lteration e f fect ive  for the f i r s t  time in January, 1931*

Regarding this matter, some members of the Council asserted that the change decided upon would

operate injuriously against the future success of the Fain^ and so wished to have the whole

matter re-opened, but it was pointed out that the proper time to do this would be when the fears  

now expressed proved to be w e ll founded.

Councillor Gaul thereupon moved. That the suggestion of the County Committee of Agriculture in

the matter of the Town Fairs be acted upon, and that adequate noticebe given by advertisements in 

the press that from January, 1931, they would be held on the last  Tuesday of each month.

This motion was seconded by Councillor Thomas Walsh, whereupon a po ll was demanded and taken upon 

i t ,  when there voted:

F°r Councillors Martin, Crosbie, Atkins, Murphy, Bolger McCabe, Gaul, Donohoe, Power,

J. Walsn, T. Walsh, Alu»rnte«. Haywb, Gibson, Connolly, Rossiter, and the Mayor. 16.

Against. Councillors Clancy, Ross, O’Leary, McMahon, and Alder man B illington . 5

The mot ion was accordingly declared carried.

The election of a man to f i l l  the vacant post of Caretaker of Crosstown Cemetery, as decided upon 

at last meeting, was then gone on with.

It was mentioned tlmt the Committee selected to v is i t  the Cemetery and report on i t s  general 

condition had not as yet finished th e ir  task, but nevertheless it was thought right that a

permanert caretaker should be appointed who could be in constant consultation with the Committee©: Wexford Borough Council



24th March, 1930.

A Special Meeting of the Council was held this day (pursuant to the Mayor's requis it ion ) at 

the Town Clerk’ s Office at ha lf-past seven o ’ clock p. m.

The members present were:-

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: Thomas Hayes, Thomas Rossiter, James B illington , Nicholas Connolly, and

Richard Gibson.

Councillors: Thomas Walsh, William Goodison, John Walsh, Garrett Donohoe, James McMahon,

Patrick Clancy, John Atkins, William J. Power, John J. O’Leary, James Gaul, 

James Murphy, James Crosbie, Patrick McCabe, and Michael Martin.

The meeting was summoned to consider estimates of the sums to be raised by means of Rates 

in  year commencing 1st April next to enable the various municipal services to be e f f ic ie n t ­

ly maintained during that period, and to agree on the rate in  the Pound of such Rates, and 

also to consider two recommerdations sent forward by the Committee engaged in preparing the 

estimates,* as well as to adopt, i f  thought w e l l ,  a report from the Housing Committee on the 

advisability  of in it iat ing  a new Housing Scheme .

On the motion of Councillor Clancy, seconded by Councillor Atkins, the condolences of the 

Meeting were tendered to Dr. Ryan, T. D . , on the death of his mother which took place on

this day.

At the outset of the proceedings, the Mayor made a statement on the present financial  

position of the Council which showed that a l l  ordinary commitments for t te current year 

including repayment of Loans instalments had been met in  due time, arri that with regard to 

the County Council Demands, no less a sum than £9,352 -  9 -  8 had been paid o ff  these in  

the same period, and it  was hoped that by the 31st March, 1931, the entire l i a b i l i t y  on 

foot of such Demands would have been discharged.

The estimate re lating to the Poor Rate for year 1930-31 was then submitted.

It had been previously considered by the Fir»nce and Works Committee on the 10th instant,,  

who recommended that a poor Rate of Six Shillings ai*i Threepence should be made, as such a 

rate would be required to meet the County Council Demani, Collector’ s Poundage, Law Costs, 

Etc., the tota l of which caraa to *5,912 - 1 7 - 1 ,  and on the motion of Councillor Gaul, 

seconded by Alderman Connolly, the recommendation of the Finance Committee was unanimously 

approved.

The Water Rates estimate was then considered.

It was mentioned that the Estimates Committee had given much attention to this Rate, and as 

the Water System was now in operation for over f i f t y  years it w s  found that some of the 

mains required to be renewed, so it  was thought proper to make provision for this  work
*

being done in  the coming year.

A sum of £697 -  5 -  0 would be needed to relay mains in  Spawell Road, Duncannon Road, 

Trinity  Street, and William Street, and it was recommended that this money should be
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following were constituted a Committee to make a l l  proper arrangements for carrying out the 

Qermony in a be f it t in g  manner wherever the Nuncio saw f i t  to honour the town with a v i s i t ,  

namely, Aldermen Hayes and Rossiter, and Councillors McCabe, Murphy, ulancy, T. Walsh, Atkins, 

and the Mayor.

On the motion of the Mayor, seconded by Alderman Rossiter, it was unanimously decided to appoint 

Alderman Hayes as a member of the Technical Instruction Committee in room of Councillor Cormick 

who had gone to reside in America, and as Councillors Ross and Bolger did not find it convenient 

to attend meetings of the Child Welfare Committee, Alderman Gibson and Councillor McMahon 

intimated their w illingness to act in their stead.

A recommendation from the Finance Committee was submitted. It had reference to an o ffer  made by 

Mr. Myles Redmond to complete the purchase of No. 2 St. John's Aveme which he had acquired from 

the Council on the tenant -purchase system in accordance witn terras settled on in July, ly zb , the 

sale price of the dwelling having been then fixed at £250.

These terms provided fo r  an in i t i a l  payment of £50 and a rent-charge fo r  1 year of 12/- per week 

and a rent-charge of 9/- per week fo r  the remaining nine years, and up to the 10th February last  

a sum of 2136 -  9 -  2 had been paid by Mr. Redmond on foot of the purchase price, as well as a sum 

of £5 -  4 -  10 for insurance premiums ,et c .

This le ft  a balance of £113 -  10 -  10 at present outstanding, not taking into account the j.nt,erest 

from September, 1926, to  February, 1930 on the balances of the purchase price from time to time 

outstanding. This eirt five  per cent, per annum came to £23 -  2 -  4, and i f  it were added, a sum 

of £136 -  13 -  2 would be required Jro complete the purchase.

The Finance Committee thought, however, that a l l  the tenant-purchasers should be encouraged by

every means to complete the buying-out of the ir  houses, which would provide the means wherewith 

to erect further working class dwellings, and they therefore unanimously recommended that the

Council should accept from Mr. Redmond the actual sum outstanding, namely, £113 -  10 -  10 to 

complete the sale, but that he should a lso  be responsible for a l l  legal charges consequent on the 

transfer of the house to him.

The Mayor thereupon proposed that the recommendation of the Finance Committee in this matter be 

adopted.

This proposition was seconded by Alderman Rossiter, and m s carried unanimously.

As the two rows of eight houses each, in course of erection o f f  St. John's Road were now 

almost completed, and as eight of them were recently le t ,  it was unanimously decided, on the 

motion of the Mayor, seconded by Alderman Connolly, to name the thoroughfare "OfConr»ll Avenue".
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This was seconded by Councillor McCabe, and on a d iv ision , was declared carried by nine

votes to seven against.

This meant that a Borough Rate of Five Shillings and Elevenpence should be lev ied , but the 

Mayor asked that the Rate should not be raised from the figure arrived at by the Estimates 

Committee, as he believed that by judicious management throughout the coming year the rate 

would suffice , as well as which he hoped that revenue woulu be forthcoming from uewly-

erected artizans’ dwellings.

The Town Clerk, however, asked that provision should be made forthe erection of w. c rs in  

the Monument ftlace Houses, and for the extra money now voted to the Technical Committee, as 

the estimate as it stood was barely suffic ient to meet the demands set outin i t ,  but on the 

motion of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Murphy, it  was agreed to make no change in the 

rate of the Borough Rate, and to f i x  it at Five Sh illings  and Tenpence in the Poui*i.

It was then seen that the to ta l  Rates to be raised in  the Coming year would amount to 

Fifteen Shillings and Ninepence in  the Pound as against a to ta l  of Sixteen Shillings in  the 

current year, which was considered very satisfoc tory; and on the motion of Alderman 

Billington , seconded by Councillor Murphy, it  was decided to re-appoint the Mayor, with 

Aldermen Rossiter and B il lingtcn , and Councillor Thomas Walsh, as a standing Committee to 

supervise the rate collection during the year 1930-31.

It was decided to invite tenders by advertisement fo r  the milk required in the coming year 

under the Maternity and Child Welfare Scheme in  force in  the town.

•rhtt following recommendation was further submitted by the Estimates Committee:

"That the salary of £130 per annum at present paid to Mr. John J. Byrne, C lerical  

Assistant, be increased by £26 a year forthwith, ar*i at the expiration of one year he 

be granted annual increments of £7 -  10 -  0 u n t i l  h is  salary reaches £201 per anrnm, 

when the increments w i l l  be raised to £10 until  a maximum salary of £234- per annum is  

reached."

This recommendation was the out some of a communication received from the Central Council of 

the Irish Local Government O ff ic ia ls  Union, who asked that Mr. Byrne's salary should be 

increased to £220 per annum ris in g  by anrual increronts of £10 to a maximum of £350, which

would b leached after th irteen  years service.

Mr. Byrne's present salary was only £130 per annum. He vm. s appointed in December, 1927, and 

had since that time given the utmost sat is faction  by strict attention to duty.

The Committee however could not see the ir  way to concede the f u l l  demand made by the Union, 

but submitted the above recommendation fo r tte favourable consideration of the Council as 

being fa i r  and equitable, the rate of remuneration proposed being that enjoyed by o f f i c ia ls  

of tte Wexford County Council in a similar position to that of Mr. Byrne, and on the motion 

of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Gaul, the recommendation was unanimously adopted, and 

the Minister fo r  Local Government and Public Health was to be asked to sanction the proposed 
»

increase.

In view of the resignation of Mr. Ernest Lousley, Principal o f the Wiexford Technical 

Institute, and having before them a Resolution adopted by the Technical Committee on the 1st 

ultimo recommending the Corporation to grant him fu l l  pension, the Estimates Committee had©: Wexford Borough Council



borrowed as it  was fe l t  that the present-day ratepayers should not be called upon to meet the 

entire cost of this experxiiture.

To make ample provision for the repayment of the f i r s t  instalment of the proposed Loan, as well 

as for the discharge of a l l  other water charges, it  was found that a sum of £869 -  1l -  4 

should be raised by means of Water Rates, arxi the Committee recommended that a to ta l Rate of 

Otb Shilling  and Twopence in  the Pound, i .  e . ,  a Domestic Rate of Eightpence and a Public Rate 

of Sixpenee, should be levied.

The present meeting were in  thorough agreement with the views of the Committee as to the 

provision of new mains, and accordingly, on the motion of Alderman Rossiter, seconded by 

Councillor McMahon, the recommendation that Water Rates of 0r» Sh illing and Twopence in the 

pound should be made was unanimously agreed to.

The estimate for the upkeep of the streets,sewers, and footpaths of the town, exclusive of the 

maintenance of town main roads, was next examined.

The Committee had decided to advocate the provision of a new sewer in Parnell Street, which 

important thoroughfare up to the present was without such drainage f a c i l i t i e s ,  and as well, the 

replacing of the existing sewer in  King Street by a new twelve inch sewer to mitigate the 

flooding now and then of that lo ca lity , as recommended by Mr. Delap, C. E.

The entire cost of these new works would come to £450, and the Committee considered that this

sum should also be raised by means of a Loan, and provided in the estimate for the repayment of

the f irs t  instalment of i t .

As well, they decided to increase the sum a llocated  in the present year for the upkeep of the 

streets by £200, to provide an additional £30 fo r  cleaning out the sewers, and they also made

ample provision for the other services properly chargeable on the Rate in lieu  of County Cess.

The fu l l  sum required to be raised by means of th is  Rate was then seen to amount to £2243 -  5 -  3 

which would require a Rate of Two Shillings  and Sixpence in  the Pound*, and the present Meeting 

agreed, on the motion of Councillor O'Leary, seconded by Councillor Murphy, to ra t i fy  the 

proposals of the Estimates Committee and appro>vedof a Rate in lieu  of County Cess of Two

Shillings and Sixpence in the Pound.

The estimate o f expenditure to be met by means of a Borough Rate was then brought forward.

Prom th is  it was seen that a sum of £5,453 -  4 -  0 would be needed to meet such expenditure, and 

the Committee recommended that a Rate of Five Shillings and Tenpence in the Pound should be 

struck which would rea lize  about £5,390.
dwellings

Councillor O'Leary advocated the provision of w. c 's  in tJie seven a rt izans '/ in  Monument Place, 

and it was agreed that the tenants should be asked i f  they were w il l in g  to have the rents 

increased by a 311m of One Shilling per week but only until such time as tte expense of providing 

the conveniences (which, according to the Borough Surveyor, would amount to £70) would be met 

by them, and i f  they were agreeable to this course, the matter could egain be brought forward to
*

see i f  it  would be possible to erect the w. c 's  in the coming year.

Councillor Thomas Walsh pressed for an additional Penny in the Pound for t he purposes of 

Technical Education in  the town, as he considered the provision of only one penny included in  

the estimate was not at a l l  adequate, and proposed a motion to the effect that such extra penry 

be raised.
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Commission, and as well would allow a sum of one per cent, of cost for depreciation, and the 

Housing Committee strongly advocated the adoption of the report so that the erection of the 

houses, which were very badly needed, could be started without ary undue delay.

The present meeting were very favourably impressed with the Scheme, and considered that no 

time should be lost in carrying it  into e f fec t ,  seeing that there had been no fewer than 

75 applicants for the eight houses let on the 24th February la s t ,  and Alderman Hayes 

thereupon moved1

"That the Scheme as submitted for the erection of twenty-six working class houses on St. 

John's Road, sixteen of vtfiich w i l l  be of four room3 and the remaining ten of five rooms 

each, be hereby adopted; and that a sum of £6,960 be borrowed from the Commissioners of 

Public Works to enable the dwellings to be erected, to be repaid on the Annuity System 

within a period of th ir ty - f iv e  years with interest at the rate of five and three-quarter  

per cent, per anrnm; and further, that a sum of £170 be also borrowed to enable a sewer 

to be la id  in the near v ic in ity  of the houses."

This motion was seconded by Councillor Crosbie.

Alderman Billington, however, while in agreement with the Scheme, propose® as an amendment 

that it should be postponed u n t i l  a site in the Faythe which, he stated, could be acquired 

on reasonable terms, and on which forty houses could be built,was inspected by the Housing

Committee,

This was seconded by Councillor Murphy, and on a p o l l  having been taken, there voted:

For it: Councillors Murphy, Clancy, McMahon, and Alderman B il l ington  4

Against i t : Councillors Mart in, Gaul, ucCabe , Crosbie, O’Leary, Power, Atkins,

Dononoe, «ioan waj.sn, ixoodison, Thomas Walsh, Aldermen Gibson, Hayes,

Rossiter,Connolly, and.the Mayor. ---------------------------------------------------------  16.

The amendment was thereupon declared lo s t ,  and tie o r ig in a l  motion was then put to the

meeting and was declared carried.

It was further resolved on the motion of the Mayor, seconded by Alderman Connolly that the 

proposed twenty-six dwellings be bu ilt  by d irect labour under the supervision of the Town 

Surveyor, the estimate of cost having been based on the assumption that the Corporation 

would have tha houses bu ilt  in th is  way as was t£E Housing Scheme now almost completed, 

it was also unanimously resolved on the motion of the Mgyor, seconded by Alderman B il l ington  

that the Housing Committee be requested to v i s i t  Saint Mary's and Saint Selskar Wards and 

ascertain the price at which s ites  suitable fo r  working class houses could be acquired in  

these Wards.

it was reported that Mr. Charles Kehoe who had secured one of ths bungalows on St. John’ s 

Road on the tenant-pur chase system had intimated that he was in a position to complete the 

purchase of the house out-and-out, and wished to know the actual sum the Corp<r at ion would 

require to complete tie sale.

The matter had been before the Finance Committee on the 10th instant when it  was found that 

on the 2nd September, 1929, the price of the house was fixed at £360, the entire of which 

was to be paid o f f  in twenty years by weekly payments of Eleven Shillings together with an

in i t ia l  payment of £100.
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gone into the whole question very carefully.

They ascertained that at the date of resignation Mr. Lousley had acted as principal of the

institute and Secretary to the Committee fo r  a period of twenty-eight years; that his present 

salary was £250 per annum together with co st-o f- l iv ing  bonus; andt hat according to the terms

of Section 50 of the Local Government Act, 1925, any allowance granted should be paid from 

Corporation Funds.

Then it  was found that the usual practice was to base pension on one-sixtieth of the average

salary and emoluments for the predeeding three years together with the appropriate co s t -o f - l iv in g
t

bonus based on such pension, and having a l l  the above facts before them the Committee sent

forward the following recommendation for adoption by the Council as embodying the maximum amount 

to which Mr. Lousley would become entit led  when his retirement took e f fect :

"That in  pursuance of Section 44 (1 ) of the Local Government Act, 1925, there be granted to 

Mr. Ernest Lousley who ha3 resigned the Office of principal of the urban Technical Institute 

and Secretary to the Committee, which he held fo r  the past twenty-eight years, an annual 

re t ir in g  allowance fo r  his l i f e  of a sum of £116 -  13 -  4, being twenty-eight-sixt ieths of

his average salary of £250 for the three preceeding years; and that in accordance with the 

terms of Section 46 (2) of thE said Act, there be added to such allowance a sum of £82-7-8,

being the present appropriate c o s t -o f - l iv in g  bonus on such re t ir in g  allowance."

This recommendation was unanimously adopted on the motion of Councillor Gaul, seconded by 

Councillor McMahon.

The Housing Committee submitted a Scheme fo r  providing further houses for the accomodation of

the working classes in accordance with plans prepared by the Borough Surveyor.

The Scheme as drawn up would permit of twenty-six houses being built on Corporation land on St.

John's Road. Sixteen of them would be of four rooms each, and could be le t  on a self-supporting  

basis at a rent of Six Sh illings  and Sixpence per week; while the other ten which would contain 

five rooms could be le t  without loss to  the ratepayers at a rent of Eleven Shillings and Eight- 

pence each per week.

The cost of the sixteen houses would amount to £270 each which included a sum of £20 for

development of s ite , while tte cost of thB remaining ten woi^d come to £420 per house inclusive

of £20 for site development.

From this it was seen that tte to ta l a l l - i n  cost of the twenty-six dwellings would come to 

£8,520, but then ttere would be a Government Subsidy of £60 per house ava ilab le , which meant

that the d ifference, namely, £6 ,960,would have to be raised by means of a Loan from the
t

Commissioners of Public Works.

As well as th is  la tte r  amount there would also require to be raised a further sum of £170 for 

the laying of a sewer in  the lo ca lity ,  and the Corporation should also be prepared to contribute 

towards the cost of the Scheme an amount not less  than the Government Subsidy, this regulation  

having been la id  down by the Minister fo r Local government and Public Health as a condition 

precedent to a Housing Loan being advanced from the Local Loans Fund.

toy giving the tenants the benefit of the two subsidies it  would be possible to  charge rents of 

Six Shillings and Sixpence, and Eleven and Eightpence per week respectively as above indicated, 

and such rents would cover repayment o f Loan charges. Ground Rent, fu l l  Rates, Co llector 's
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The ^ayor drew attention to the wanton destruction of some of the trees recently planted by

the Council on St. John’ s Road in  order to beautify what was acknowledged to be a splen­

didly la id -out thoroughfare.

Prom the way the trees were damaged it  was apparent that it  was the work of ev illy -d isposed  

adults, and he trusted that the people of the town would have no compunction about giving  

information that would lead to the discovery of the perpetrators of tie outrage.

The other members of the Council joined in the Mayor's hope, and were a l l  unanimous in

deplorinig the lack of civic pride which seemed to animate some members of the community. 

Alderman B il l ington  submitted the following resolution for the approval of the Council. It

was seconded by Councillor Clancy, and adopted unanimously, v i z . : -

"That we request the T ra ffic  Manager of Great Southern Railways to make the following  

a l t e r a t i o n s  in the running of tra ins in and out of O x fo rd ,  as the present arrangerents are

not at a l l  suitable for people having business to do in Wexford.

" (1 )  Alter time of t ra in  leaving North Station from 10-30 o'clock a.m. to 11-20 a. m. as
A

former ly ,  this tra in  to stop at the South Station to take up passengers.

" (2 ) The 3-45 o'clock p. m. tra in  from Rosslare Strand to stop at the South Station to set 

down passengers, and also that arrangements be made to enable trave l le rs  to purchase return  

tickets at tte South Station, instead of as at present single t ickets  only at an extra cost

of fourpence in the case of tickets fo r  Rosslare Strand."

Councillor McMahon gave notice that at Statutable Meeting to be held in May he would move a 

resolution requesting the Government to take active measures to prevent foreign trawlers  

from invading fishing grounds within the three miles lim it of Saorstat Eireann, which actiaa 

interferes with the livelihood of the fishermen of the State, and the notice was accepted. 

With reference to the Sealed Order made by tte M inister for Local Government and Public  

Health on the 30th December, 1929, in virtue of which the present dates of t he Town Pairs  

were altered, a le t te r  from the Department of Local Government and Public Health, under 

date of the 26th March, 1930, No. 20017, was read intimating that i f  it  was the intention 

of the Council not to make the change e f fect ive  u n t i l  January, 1931* the Order should be 

revoked, and that an application for such revocation should be made in manner prescribed 

by Section 10 of the Local Government Board (Ire land ) Act, 1872.

As some of the members w re  in doubt as to the wisdom of making any change in the existing  

dates of the Pairs, it was thought that tie opportunity which now presented i t s e l f  should 

be availed of to go into the whole matter afresh having regard to the diverse views 

expressed on the proposal, and accordingly Councillor O'Leary handed in the following  

notice of motion which was accepted.

«1 hereby give notice that at next Statutory Meeting of the Council I  w i l l  move the 

rec is ion  of resolution adopted on tte 4th November, 1929, whereby the present dates of the 

Town Pairs were altered to the last Tuesday in  every month,and i f  such rec is ion  be agreed 

upon, I w i l l  further move that no a lte rat ion  whatever be made in the dates of the said 

Fairs , but that they w i l l  s t i l l  contime to be held as at present, namely, on the 3rd day 

of each month with the exception ttf the month of May when a Pair w i l l  be held on the 1st 

day instead of on the 3rd day of that particu lar month, and that the Minister for Local©: Wexford Borough Council



Mr. Kehoe had lodged the requisite £100, and as well had paid a rent-charge of £14 -  6 -  0, of 

which £6 - 1 0 - 0  was part of the purchase-price, the balance being made up of interest, f ire  

insurance premium, and Co llector 's  commission.

This l e f t  £253 -  10 -  0 outstanding, and the Committee recommaided the Corporation to accept this  

sum from Mr. Kehoe fo r  the complete transfer of tl© house to him, he, as well,  to be responsiole 

for the payment in  perpetuity of a ground rent of Thirty Shillings a year, and o f a l l  lega l

charges consequent on the sa le , am Mr. Kehoe, by le t te r ,  had sign ified  his willingness to accept

these terms.

It was therefore proposed by Councillor O'Leary, seconded by Councillor T. Walsh, and unanimously 

resolved. That the o ffer of Mr. Charles Kehoe to complete th» purcha® of his d u l l i n g  forthwith

on the terms arranged by the Finance Committee be accepted.
f\ I 1Y I

■

C z ; y  r

^ 7  c> Y

7th April, 1930.

A Statutory Meeting of the Council was held th is  day at the Town Clerk'3 Office at half-past  

seven o'clock p. m.

The members present were:-  

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in the Chflir.

Aldermen: • James B il l ington , Thomas Rossiter, Thomas Hayes, Nicholas Connolly, and

Richard Gibson.

Councillors: James Crosbie, Patrick McCabe, Edward Bolger, James McMahon, Patrick Clancy,

James Murphy, Garrett Donohoe, Cyril Ross, John Walsh, Thomas Walsh, John J. 

O'Leary, William J. Power, Michael Martin, John Atkins, and William Goodison.

The minutes of meetings of the 3rd and the 24th ultimo were taken as read and were thereupon 

signed.

L ia b i l i t ie s  which had accrued due at the close of the Financial Year, amounting, in the 

aggregate, to £2,548 -  10 -  9 , were submitted, and having been examined, were approved, and an 

Advice Note was sigred to enable them to be discharged.

Letters from Lady Adelaide Fitzgerald , Johnstown Castle; and Mrs. Hadden, of Springfield, were 

read acknowledging with gratitude marks of sympathy extended to both in  their recent bereavements. 

Councillor McMahon proposed that the condolences of the meeting be tendered to Mr. John Galvin, 

of Park Cottage, on the recent death of his only daughter, Dr. Mary Galvin, whose kindly and 

charitable d isposit ion  while carrying on her professional duties throughout the town was well know 

The motion was seconded by Alderman B illington, and was adopted in respectful silence.

On the motion of Alderman Rossiter, seconded by Councillor Murphy, a sincere vote of sympathy 

was also passed with the Turncock on the death on the 4th instant of his brother, the late  

Qaptain William Molloy.©: Wexford Borough Council



5th May, 1930.

A Statutory Meeting of the Council was held th is  day at the Town Clerk's Office at h a l f ­

past seven o'clock p. ra.

The members present were:-

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: Thomas Rossiter, Thomas Hayes, and James B illington .

Councillors: John Walsh, Patrick Clancy, John Atkins, James Murphy, Garrett Donohoe,

Cyril Ross, Thomas Walsh, John J. O’Leary, Patrick McCabe, James Crosbie, 

William J. Power, James McMahon, Michael Martin, and James Gaul.

The minutes of meeting of the 7th A pril ,  1930, were taken as read and were thereupon

signed.

Accounts Wi ich had accrued due up to the end of la s t  month, amounting, in the aggregate, 

to £3,152 -  0 -  5, were submitted, and having been examined were approved, and Advice

Notes were signed to enable them to be discharged.

Councillor McCabe alluded in touching terms to the demise on tHe 27th ultimo of t t »  late  

Councillor John Browne after  a prolonged and pa in fu l i l ln ess .

He recalled that since his entry into public l i f e  the late Councillor had devoted much 

time to municipal a f fa ir s  of which he had a thorough grasp, and as well was noted for his

unbounded charity to the poor of his ra-tive town.

He proposed that the sympathy of tHe Council be exterxied to his widow and young family in

their irreparable loss.

The motion was seconded by Alderman B il l in g to n  who a lso  referred to the late Mr. Browne's

many excellent qua lit ies .

It was supported by Councillors A tk ir» ,  Murphy, J. Walsh, O'Leary, and the Mayor who 

regretted that owing to the particu lar busiress to be transacted it  was not found 

possible to adjourn the present meeting as a mark of respect to an esteemed colleague,

and was adopted in respectful silence.

On the motion of Alderman Rossiter, secorxied by Councillor Atkins, a vote of condolence 

with Father George Murphy, Rector of the Church of the Assumption, on tHe recent death of

his mother was also adopted in silence.

With reference to decision come to on the 3rd March last to confer the Honorary Freedom 

of the Borough on the Nuncio Apostolic whenever he came to Wexford, a le tte r  from His 

Excellency was read wherein he intimated that he appreciated the compliment which the 

Corporation proposed to pay him and which he would be very pleased to accept on the 29th 

instant (Ascension Thursday) i f  that day would suit the convenience of the Council, 

it was mentioned tha t preparations for the Germony to take place on the day named were 

well advanced, and that the illuminated Freeman's Certificate in a silver casket would

be presented to the Nuncio in  the grounds of the Church of the immaculate Conception 

after  Divine Service on the evening of the 29th instant, in rt i ich  Cermony, of course, a l l  

the members of the Corporation would be invited to participate.©: Wexford Borough Council



Goverrxraent and Public Health De requested to cancel his Order of the 30th December, 1929, 

whereby the dates of said Pairs were altered to the last Tuesday of each month a l l  the year 

round." ft . '

As required by Section 10 (2 ) of the Local Elections Act, 1927* it  was decided to f i x  

Wednesday, the 25th June, 1930, at twelve o'clock rjtftM, as the day and hour of t he quarterly  

meeting to be held fo r  thF, e lection  of a Mayor for the then ensuing year.

In accordance with decision come to on the 24th ultimo, tenders had been invited for a 

minimum daily  supply of eleven gallons oi mixk for d istribution  urxier the Maternity and Child 

Welfare Scheme, and it  was announced that three tenders had beon received as a resu lt.

These were from Messrs. John Mernagh, of Kileen Castle; Stephen Cleary, of Clonard, and J. B. 

Walker, of Latimerstown.

The two former offered to deliveii the milk fo r  One Shilling per ga llon  aid the la tte r  for 

Elevenpence per gallon.

Councillor O'Leary moved that, the tender of Mr. Walker, being the lowest sent in, be accepted, 

and this was seconded by Councillor Ross; but Councillor T. Walsh proposed, and AJderman 

Connolly seconded a motion to the efffe ct that the tender of Mr. Claary, vjh o was at present 

supplying the milk, should be accepted, aa a l l  his cows had been subjected to the Tuberculin 

Test, and moreover, samples of the milk were analysed every s ix  weeks by the Qepartment of 

Agriculture.

This latter proposition was declared lost  as f i f t e e n  members ve re against i t ,  ard only five in 

favour of i t ,  ar̂ d Councillor O 'Leary 's  motion for the acceptance of Mr. Walker's tender was 

thereupon declared carried.

The following resolution received from the Corporation of Cork was adopted unanimously:

"That this Council views with concern the present and increasing tendency of existing Irish  

Productive industries to pass into outside control ani demftNds that tte Minister fo r industry 

and Commerce shall take such action as may be necessary to prevent the control of the Irish  

Milling Industry passing outside the State."

On the motion of Councillor McCabe, seconded by Councillor McMahon, it  was unanimously resolved: 

That we disapprove of the policy of the Government in substituting Civil Servants for trained  

businessmen on the Shannon Supply Board, as we believe that th is  huge Scheme w i l l  be more 

effect ive ly  managed by gentleiren who have had experience in the management of business concerns 

rather than by O ff ic ia ls  lacking in such experience.
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The same Committee further recommended with regard to uncollected Town Rates for la st  year

that they be doalt with as fo llow s :-

Rate Total of Warrant Portion to be Portion to be
outstanding on carried forward. BtrucK o i l
31st Mar«h.

Borough Rate £953 -  12 -  3 £797 -  10 -  7-

Special Rate 341 -  19 -  0. 281 -  8 - 8

Water Rates 376 -  2 -  0. 338 -  7 -  1 —

The recommendation a3 to outstanding items of Borough Rate was adopted on tHe motion of

Councillor McCabe, seconded by Councillor Ross; That re la t ing  to Special Rate on t2\e

motion of Councillor Crosbie, seconded by Councillor Murphy; and that re lating to Water 

Rates on the motion of Councillor Gaul, seconded by Councillor Atkins.

In accordance with notice given on the 7th ultimo, Councillor O'Leary moved:

That the resolution of the 4th November, 1929* whereby the present dates of the Town Fairs

were altered to the la st  Tuesday of each raonfch a l l  the year round be rescirxled.

This proposition was seconded by Councillor Ross.

In support of i t ,  it was contended that the dates to which the Fairs were altered would 

adversely affect the attendance of Buyers, and that it  was a grave error to have made any 

change in the existing dates seeing that the Fairs held thereon were very successful from

every point of view.

In this connection a copy of a le tte r  which Mr. James J. O’ Connor, So lic ito r , on behalf of 

certain unnamed interested parties , had addressed to the Minister for Local Government and

Public Health on the matter was read.

This suggested that before the M in ister 's  Sealed Order of the 30th December last  was

revoked it  would be advisable fo r  him to consult interested traders as well as the County

Committee of Agriculture on the point; while a le t te r  read from the Seoretary of that j 

Body under date of the 1st instant intimated that a b ig  majority of its  members were in

favour of the Sealed Order being allowed to stand and requesting the Corporation to take

the fina l steps to have the change of date made e f fe c t ive .

After considerable discussion, when arguements fo r  and against the adoption of Councillor 

O'Leary 's proposition were advanced by various members, a po ll  was taken upon it  when 

there voted:

For Councillors McMahon, Clancy, Ross, and O'Leary ------------------------------------------------ 4

Against Councillors Gaul, Martin, Power, Crosbie, McCabe, Walsh (T ) ,  Donohoe,

Murphy, Walsh (J ) ,  Atkins, Aidermen B illington, Hayes, Rossiter and the 

Mayor __________________ ___________________________________________________________________  14

The rescinding motion was thereupon declared lo st ,  and i t  was then decided to have the 

change of date advertised forthwith in the loca l newspapers as well as in " I r i s  O i f ig iu i l "  

as required by the Local Government Board ( Ireland) Act, 1872, and also in the Dublin 

papers so that a l l  those interested would have timely notice of the change which would 

take place for the f i r s t  time in January, 1931* as already agreed upon.
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The formal making of Rates for the service of the current Financial Year, as agreed to on the 

24th March la s t ,  was proceeded with, and the four following resolutions were adopted unanimously 

v i z .: -

Proposed by Alderman Thomas Rossiter, seconded by Councillor John J. O'Leary, and 

RESOLVED: That a Borough Rate of Five Shillings and Tenpence in the Pound (being One Shilling

for General Town Purposes am Four Shillings am Tenpence for Sanitary Purposes) be made on the

net assessable value of property within the Borough of Wexford to supply Hie deficiency in the 

Borough Fund, as shown in an Estimate of Expenses required to permit the municipal administrat­

ion of said Borough to be carried out, as considered and adopted on the 24th March, 1930. 

Proposed by Councillor Thomas Walsh, Secomed by Councillor James Murphy, am  

RESOLVED: That an assessment of Two Shillings am Sixpence in the Pound on Hi e net assessable 

value of property within the town be la id  on pursuant to the Local Government ( Ireland) 

Provisional Order (Wexford) Confirmation Act, 1873, am Acts incorporated with am amending the 

same, as per an Estimate duly considered am  adopted on the 24th day of March, 1930.

Proposed by Councillor John Atkins, secomed by Councillor Patrick McCabe, am  

RESOLVED: That an assessment of One Sh illing  am Twopence in the Poum, v i z . : -  A Domestic Rate 

of Eightpence, am a Public Rate of Sixpence, on the rateable value of property within the 

town tof Wexford be la id  on, pursuant to the Local Government ( Ire la m )  Provisional Orders 

(Dalkey, E tc ., )  Confirmation Act, ,1876, am  Acts incorporated with am amending the same, as 

per an Estimate duly considered and adopted on the 24th day of March, 1930.

Proposed by Councillor Patrick McCabe, seconded by Councillor John Atkins, am

RESOLVED: That a Poor Rate of Six Sh illings  am  Threepence in the Poum be made on the net

assessable value of .property w ith in  the Urban D istrict  of Wexford, as per an Estimate duly

considered am adopted on the 24th day of March, 1930.

The Books containing the various assessments were thereupon duly sealed am signed, as were 

also the Warrants authorizing the co llection  of the Rates now made.

The Rates Committee appointed on the 24th March, 1930, reported that they had met on three

occasions since the close of the last  Financial Year, am had gone minutely into the various 

items of Rates outstanding on that date.

With regard to the Poor Rate, the collection of v\h ich was for the three years 1927-28, 1928-29, 

am 1929-30, they recommended that these collections be closed as from the 31st March, 1930, 

am the items outstanding on that date dealt with in the following way:-

Year Total of Warrant 
outstanding on 
31at March.

Portion to be 
carried forward

Portion to be 
struck o ff .

Poor Rate for 1927-28 £2,225 -  1l -  9 £1,618 -  3 - 9 . £607 -  7 - 8 .

Poor Rate fo r 1928-29- 1,825 -  8 - 2 1,705 - 1 6 - 0 119 -  12 -  4.

Poor Rate fo r  1929-30. 821 -  10 -  9 693 -  13 -  6 127 - 1 7 - 1

On the motion of Councillor Gaul, secomed by Councillor r 

RESOLVED: That the recommendation of the Rates Committee Poor Rate

up to the 31st March, 1930, be adopted.

©: Wexford Borough Council



These works would require his constant supervision i f  they were to be properly carried  

out, and consequently it would be necessary for a temporary clerk to be in his o ffice  to 

write up the wages sheets and do other scrivenery work including correspondence and the

typing of specifications.

It was pointed out to the meeting that by the terms of Mr. 0 'D o n r » l l 's  appointment, as 

agreed to on the 3rd September, 1928, he was to undertake a l l  work required as Borough 

Surveyor and Superintendent of Waterworks, and that tha provision of c le r ica l assistance 

was not then contemplated, but in order to go into the vfriole matter thoroughly it  was 

decided to refer it to the Finance and Works Committee on the 12th instant, a l l  the 

members of iti ich were to receive special notice of Mr. O’Donnell's application.

A special meeting of the Council was held th is  day at the Town Clerk's Office at half  

past seven o ’ clock p. m., pursuant to the Mayor's requis ition .

The members present were : -

R ichard Corish, Esq.,  Mayor ( in  the chair)

Councillors:- Patrick Clancy, Patrick McCabe, John Walsh, William Power, Thomas Walsh, 

Garrett Donohoe, James Murphy, James Gaul, Edward Bolger, Cyril Ross,

John J. O'Leary, James Crosbie, Michael Martin.

The meeting was convened to execute a Deed of Mortgage, which had been prepared by the Law 

Department, of the Cormissioners of Public Works, whereby security would be given for the 

repayment, within a period of 35 years, w ith interest at the rate of 5| ,per cent, per 

annum of a Loan borrowed to enable 26 working c lass* :houses to be erected on St. John's 

Road.

The Deed was submitted and approved, and thereupon the following resolution was unanimously 

adopted.

Proposed by Councillor Murphy, seconded by Councillor Thomas Walsh and

RESOLVED:- That our Corporate Seal be a f f ixed  to the Deed o f Mortgage of this date now 

read, whereby security is  given to the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland fo r  the 

repayment of the sum of Six thousand nine hundred and sixty Pounds proposed to be advanced 

by them to us under the Housing ot* the Working Classes ( Ireland) Acts, Etc.

The Deed was thereupon duly sealed and signed, am t^e following further resolution was 

unanimously adopted, as proposed by Councillor McCabe and seconded by Alderman Rossiter.viz  

RESOLVED:- That inasmuch as this Corporation does not immediately require from the 

Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland the to ta l amount of the sum mentioned in the Deed 

of Mortgage to them this day executed by this Corporation, but prefer to receive the saireby 

instalments as occasion may require, it  is  resolved that the requisition  for each advance 

shall be intimated to said Commissioners by the Chairman of this Corporation for the t ire  

being, countersigned by the Town Clerk. And that each such requisition  shall be forwarded 

to the Accountant of the said Commissioners, and that a l l  such advances; shall^_fce lodged to 

Our Account in the Wexford Branch of the National bank. f i r

Aldermen:- James B illington , Thomas Rossiter, Thomas Hayes.
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As per notice given by him at a meeting of the Housing Committee held on the 14th ultimo, 

Alderman Billington proposed

That the resolution adopted on the 4th November last whereby it  was decided that the two houses 

on St. John’ s Hoad now almost completed were to b^.et to weekly tenants at a rent o f  Thir teen 

Shillins® P01* house per week be rescinded.

This motion was ae conded by Councillor Crosbie.

In support of the proposition, it  was stated that several persons had expressed their willingnes  

to purchase these two houses for prompt cash, arxi that the proceeds of the sale could be u t i l ise  

to provide other workingclass houses at a moderate^rent, while it was feared that it might be 

d if f icu lt  to sb cure satisfactory weekly tenants as the rent was rather too much to expect an
♦

artizan to pay.

The motion, on being put to the meeting, was unanimously adopted, and thereupon a further 

resolution, as proposed by Alderman B il l ington , and seconded by Councillor Thomas Wei sh, was 

also carried unanimously as fo l lo w s : -  ’

That the two houses in  question be sold out-and-out for prompt cash on terms to be hereafter 

settled on and subject to the sanction of the Minister for Local Goverrment and Public Health.

Councillor McMahon proposed the fo llowing resolution  of which he had given notice on the 7th 

ult imo.

It was seconded by Alderman B il l ington , and unanimously adopted, v i z . : -

That the Government be requested to take immediate 3teps to prevent foreign trawlers from 

invading fishing grounds w ithin  tHe three miles limit of Saorstat Eireann as the depredations 

of these trawlers seriously interfere w ith  the livelihood of the fishermen of the State, and 

that a copy of th is  resolution be forwarded to the Minister for Lands and Fisheries, and the 

Minister for Finance.

At the request of the Secretary of the Company, i t  was decided to renew for a further period 

of one year the licence under the Cinematograph Act, 1909, issued in respect of the Cinema 

Palace, Harpur's Lane .

The restrictions embodied in the licence which were in addition to the Government Regulations

of April , 1910, were gore over, but i t  was decided to make no change in them as they w re  

deemed ample to suit loca l conditions.

The Wexford Development Association by le tte r  intimated that they proposed sending a deputation 

to the Directors of the Great Southern Railways to see i f  it  would be possible to get the local 

tra in  services amended in certain respects, and requested that two members of the Council 

should be appointed to jo in  the deputation, and the Mayor and Alderman Rossiter were unanimously 

chose n 10 ac t .

The Town Surveyor made application for c le r ica l assistance fo r  three days in  each week for  

the next three months.

His reason for making tHis request was in consequence of the large amount of work which 

would be in itiated within that period including the erection of twenty-six working class 

dwellings, and the laying of water mains and sewers in various parts of the town.
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A Statutory Meeting of the Council was held th is  day at the Town Clerk's Office at h a l f -

past seven o'clock p. m.

The members present were: -

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: James B illington , Thomas Hayes, Thomas Rossiter.

Councillors. Cyril Ross, John J. O'Leary, Garrett Donohoe, Thomas Walsh, William

Goodison, William J. Power, Patrick Clancy, John Atkins, James Crosbie, 

James Gaul, James McMahon, Edward Bolger, Patrick McCabe, James Murphy,

Michael Martin.

The minutes of meetings of the 5th and 26th May, 1930, were read and signed.

L ia b i l i t i e s  which had accrued ^ue up to the end of la st  month, amounting, in the 

aggregate, to £2,089 -  15 -  5, were submitted, and having been examined were approved, ar*i 

an Advice Note was signed to enable the Treasurer to discharge them.

Letters were read from Mrs. Rose Browne, and Rev. G. J. Murphy conveying thanks for the 

sympathy extended to them by the Council in  th e ir  recent bereavements.

Under date of the 12th May, 1930, and by le t te r  numbered 34572 which was read, the 

Minister fo r Local Government and Public Health ca lled  attention to the fact that there 

were 649 vaccination defaulters in Wexford Dispensary D istr ic t  on 31st March la s t ,  and 

requested that steps should be taken to compel these delinquents to comply with the

Vaccinet ion Laws during the present favourable weather.
m

After discussion, it  was proposed by Alderman B il l in g ton , seconded by Councillor Murphy* 

Jfrhat the names of twenty of the delinquents on the l i s t  furnished by Dr. Pierse be 

selected for prosecution, and proceedings instituted against them forthwith.

It became necessary to take a po ll on this motion, when there voted 

Por Councillors McCabe, Murphy, Crosbie, Goodison, Donohoe, O'Leary, Ross,

Aldermen Hayes, Rossiter, B il lington , arxi the Mayor. 1l

Against Councillors Bolger, Gaul, Atkins, Power, ar*l Walsh. 5.

Declined to vote Councillors McMahon, arxi Clancy. 2.

( Councillor Mart in was not present when th is  d iv is ion  was taken)

The re solut ion was thereupon declared carried.

A le t t e r  was read from the Wexford Development Association requesting the Council to put

in  force the Street Trading Act, 1926, so that the ac t iv it ie s  of itinerant street traders

could be curbed in so fa r  as Wexford was concerned, and the Mayor gave notice that on an 

appropriate day he would propose the adoption of the Act in question.

A le t te r  under date of the 5th May, 1930, No. 24348, addressed to The Presiding Chairman,

from the Department oi Local Government and Public Health was read.

rt had reference to the proposed increase in  the salary of Mr. John J. byrne agreed to by 

the Council on the 24th March la s t ,  and pointed out that Mr. Byrne's position of Junior 

Clerical Assistant  was but recently made, and that the proposed increase of salary waa©: Wexford Borough Council



THE MUNICIPAL PRIVILEGE ACT, I 876 

ADMISSION OP AN HONORARY PREEMAN

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE TERMS OP A RESOLUTION UNANIMOUSLY ADOPTED BY THE 

MUNICIPAL COUNCIL ON THE THIRD DAY OF MARCH, ONE THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED 

AND THIRTY, THE HONORARY FREEDOM OF THE BOROUGH WAS CONFERRED ON 

HIS EXCELLENCY, THE MOST REVEREND PASCHAL ROBINSON,

W m .. •
FIRST NUNCIO APOSTOLIC TO SAORSTAT E1REANN,

ON THIS TWENTY-N1MTH DAY OF MAY, ONE THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED AND THIRTY.

-  ^  N* SIGNATURE OF RECIPIENT

f a d . MAYOR.

TOWN CLERK.
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Regarding the future maintenance of ttese main roads, it was suggested that a conference 

should be held in the early part of each year between the O ff ic ia ls  of the County Council 

and Borough Council so that a detailed estimate of the sum needed to keep them in proper 

order could be presented to thB former body when their Anrxial Budget was being framed, and

this suggestion was approved.

The Superinterxient of the Garda Siochana reported nine recent breaches of the Order which 

was made by the Minister for Local Government and Public Health on the 14th September,

1929, closing the Main Street to motor t r a f f i c  on Saturdays from six p. m. t i l l  midnight, 

and as it was believed that the Order, which was now in force for just nine months, was 

suffic iently  promulgated, and its  provisions well known to a l l  concerned, it  was decided 

to request thF. Gardai to institute legal proceedings against a l l  future offenders. 

tn accordance with notice which he had given, Councillor McMahon proposed the following  

re solut ion:

" I  beg to move that the membership of the Dail should be reduced by half. That 

the Office of Senator should be voluntary, and that a £1,000 per anmm is sufficient  

for a Minister in this poor Country."

It was seconded by Councillor Murphy, and led to an animated debate, but on a po ll having

been taken it was declared lost.

The voting on the resolution was:

Against Comic jlxj.oj. s Mart in, Gaul, Crosbie, Power, Walsh, Donohoe, Aldermen Hayes,

Rossiter and the Mayor. -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------  9

h’or Councillors Bolger, Murphy, McMahon, Atkins, Clancy, O'Leary, Ross, and

Alderman Billington. ----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  8

Declined to vote Councillors McCabe and Goodison. __________________________________  2

' f i r  c .  S o

16th Jure, 1930.

A Special Meeting of the Council was held this day (pursuant to the Mayor's requisition) 

at the Town Clerk's Office at half-past seven o'clock p. m., to adopt, i f  thought well,  a 

recommendation from the Housing Committee, ani to consider the advisability  of laying a

new water main in King Street Upper.

The members present were :-

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: Thomas Rossiter, Thomas Hayes, James Billington, and Nicholas Connolly.

Councillors: Patrick Clancy, Michael Martin,James Murphy, Thomas Walsh, Cyril Ross,

James Crosbie, James McMahon, John J. O’Leary, Garrett Donohoe, arxi 

William J. power.

A report from the Housing Committee was submitted.
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equivalent to the creation of a much superior position, arxi further, that it was doubtful i f  

the extent of the administrative work in the D istrict warranted such expenditure in addition  

to the Town Clerk's salary.

The Minister, however, noted that Mr. Byrne had given satisfactory service and that the 

experience gained by him since his appointment rendered his assistance of more value to the 

Council, and under these circumstances he was w il l in g  to assent to annual service increments 

as from 1st April last  of £10 to a maximum salary of £200 per annum, but these increments were 

to be subject to satisfactory reports as to Mr. Byrre's conduct and effic iency  ce rt if ied  by the 

Town Clerk.

The meeting expressed disappointment on learning that the Minister had not been able to see his 

way to sanction the f u l l  amount of the increase o rig ina lly  voted, and having gone into the 

matter again, unanimously adopted the following resolution, as proposed by His Worship the 

Mayor, seconded by Councillor Walsh:

"That we accept the M in ister 's  ru ling refusing to sanction an immediate increase of
*

Ten Shillings per week in Mr. Byrne's sa lary , but respectfu lly  request him to agree 

to the amended terms as hereafter set fo rth , as froir 1st April la st .

That Mr. Byrne be granted increments of £10 per annum for the rext nine years and

an increment of £14 fo r  the fo llowing year, at the end of which period his salary

w i l l  have reached the maximum of £234 determined upon on 24th March, 1930."

As Mr. Byrne's application, in the f i r s t  instance, had been made through the Irish Local 

Local Government O f f ic ia ls '  union, it was decided to furnish a copy of the above resolution  

to that body so that they might be aware of how the matter stood.

The County Surveyor, under date of the 2rd ultimo, submitted proposals for the maintenance by 

the Urban Council on behalf of the County Council of the main roads within the Borough for  

year ending on 31st March, 1931.

The sum allocated for the work amounted to £4-09, and as well 300 yards by six yards of 

William Street were to bejjreconstructed in cement-bound macadam, and for th is  la tte r  work a 

further sum of £390 was available as w e ll as a l l  the cement needed for such reconstruction.

The advisab ility  of undertaking the work for the amount set out in the County Surveyor's

communication was considered.

It was mentioned that fo r  the year 1926-7 the Corporation had received no less than £855 for  

the upkeep of the main roads, but that in every subsequent year the amount allowed had been 

considerably reduced un til  it  now reached the figure of £409, vih ich the Borough Surveyor 

stated would barely suffice to keep the "pot holes" in the roads f i l l e d ,  and moreover, he was 

° f  the opinion that it would require an annual expenditure of at least £700 to maintain them 

pr operly.

/Nevertheless, on the motion of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Crosbie, i t  was decided to 

undertake the maintenance work fo r  the £409 and expend it  to the best advantage, it  being 

recognized, at the same time, that th is  amount would not keep the roads in anything like a 

satisfactory condition, and i t  was also decided to reconstruct tie indicated portion of 

William Street on the County Surveyor's terms.
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The a d v i s a b i l i t y  of  l ay ing  a new water main in King Street upper was then gone into.

It was stated that it was probable that the surfaceof this thoroughfare would be concreted 

over during the present summer, and so, under the circumstances, it would be well to have a 

new main put down seeing that the existing main was la id  over f i f t y  years ago, and must now

be nearly worn out.

it was the intention of the Council to provide a new sewer for this Street before the work 

of concreting was commenced, and it would be prudent to lay a water main at the same time 

so that it  would not be recessary to break up the surface to undertake underground repairs

for a considerable time.

The Borough Surveyor estimated that a sum of £240 would be needed to provide and lay thB

main, ard the meeting were unanimously of the opinion that the work was absolutely necessar

and that its cost should be met by means of a Loan.

Accordingly, on the motion of Councillor ttcMahon, seconded by Councillor Ross, it was

unanimously resolved

That a new water main be laid in King Street Upper for its entire length at a cost of £240, 

and that application b^nade to the Minister for Local Government and Public Health for 

sanction to the obtainment of such Loan from the Commissioners of Public Works.

A Quarterly Meeting of the Council was held this day at the Town Hall at noon.

The me mbe r s pre se nt we re : -

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen. Nicholas Connolly, Thomas Rossiter, Thomas Hayes, James Bil4lington, and

Richard Gibson.

Councillors: James McMahon, Cyril Ross, James Crosbie, William Goodison, John Walsh,

Thomas Walsh, James Gaul, John O'Leary, James Murphy, Patrick McCabe, 

Garrett Donohoe, and Michael Martin.

The minutes of meeting of the 2nd instant were read and signed, while the minutes of the 

X6th idem were taken as read and were also signed.

In accordance with the requirements of Section 10 (3) of tte Local Elections Act, 1927,

the election of a Mayor was proceeded with.

The chair was occupied by Alderman Connolly as senior Alderman of the Borough during the

Alderman Rossiter in a few well chosen words submitted the following resolution for tha 

favourable consideration of the meeting:

"That the outgoing Mayor, Alderman Richard Corish, T. D ., be re-elected Mayor of Wexford 

for the eleventh year in succession and until his successor be appointed and shall have 

made a declaration accepting the O ffice ."

y

25th June, 1930.

election.
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it had reference to the two bungalows on the St. John's Road which were now completed, and 

which, on the 5th May la s t ,  it was decided should be sold out-and-out.

The Committee reported that they had gone very carefully into the cost of the dwellings, and 

after making every allowance for a few small accounts s t i l l  outstanding, found that their a l l - i n  

cost would not exceed £826 - 1 9 - 0 , or £413 -  9 -  6 per house, and this included a sum of £50 

which the Committee thought should be charged against the Scheme seeing that a total sum of 

£400 -  7 -  1l had been expended on developing the entire site on which stood these two houses, 

as well as the sixteen which were completed on the 12th May la st .

The Committee gave much attention to the price at which the dwellings should be disposedof, 

and taking into account the time arri labour which the Corporation O ff ic ia ls  had devoted to 

the Scheme,came to the conclusion that the purchasers should make some contribution towards 

such service, and unanimously sent forward the following recommendation for the consideration 

of the present meeting, which recommendation they considered fa i r  both to the Corporation arid 

to those who would acquire the dwellings:

"That the two houses be sold out-and-out fo r  a sum of £420 per house prompt cash, 

but to intending occupiers only; that the purchasers are also  to be responsible 

for payment to the Corporation of an annual ground rent of 30/ - ,  artf. as well t>^at 

a l l  the legal charges consequent on the transfer of the property w i l l  be borre by 

the purchasers, and that the M inister for Local Government and Public Health be 

requested to sanction the sale of the houses on the above terms.”

This recommertiat ion was unanimously adopted on the motion of Alderman Connolly, seconded by 

Councillor Ross.

A suggestion that the purchasers should be given the benefit of the Housing Subsidy was not 

entertained as it  was held that the dwellings were warll worth the price a3ked for them, and 

moreover it  was intended to devote any p ro f it s  secured from the sale to a reduction of the 

rents of the houses at present under construction.

in anticipation of the foregoing recommerriation meeting with the approval of the Council the 

Housing Committee had arranged to advertise the dwellings in the local newspapers, and three 

applications were now submitted from persons w i l l in g  to purchase on the terms above set out.

The applicants were Mr. H. J. Price, of 4, Leinster Terrace; Captain Nicholas Murphy, of 

Rosslare Strand, and Miss Annie Kearney, of Abbey Street.

it became necessary, therefore, to take a po ll as between these three persons, and as a resu lt,  

Mr. H. J. Price, and Miss Annie Kearrey were declared the purchasers.

The voting was as fo l low s :-

Por Mr. Price Councillors Donohoe, O'Leary, Crosbie, Walsh, Murphy, Martin, Power,

Clancy, Aldermen Connolly, B illington, Hayes, Rossiter, and the Mayor. 13

For Miss Kearney Councillors Power, O'Leary, Ross, McMahon, Walsh, Murphy, Martin,

Clancy, Aldermen Connolly, Hayes, and Rossiter n

Por Captain Murphy Councillors Donohoe, Ross, McMahon, Crosbie, Aldermen Billington,

and the Mayor. -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

2G
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The Housing Committee was constituted of tte undermentioned members on the motion of

Councillor Ross, seconded by Alderman Billington, v i z . : -  Aldermen Connolly, Rossiter 

Billington, Hayes, Councillors Atkina, Goodison, ThomAs Walsh, Crosbie, Martin, McMahon,

and Clancy.

The following were selected to act as a Committee to supervise the Maternity and Child 

Welfare Scheme in operation in the Borough, namely, Alderman Gibson, Councillors Crosbie, 

McMahon, Thomas Walsh, Gaul, Goodison, together with the following ladies who had given 

their services in former years, Mrs. Stafford, Mrs. Dowse, Mrs. Hadden, Mrs. Kelly,

Mrs. McGuire, and Miss Alice Furlong.

On the motion of Councillor T. Walsh, seconded by Councillor Ross, it was decided to make 

no change in the personnel of the School Meals Committee who were accordingly to consist 

of Alderman Connolly, Councillors Crosbie, Thomas Walsh, Gaul, McMahon, with Reverend Bro.

Markey, Mrs. McTaminey, Miss Fennell, and Mr. Matthew Lymberry.

As a vacancy existed on the Urban Technical Instruction Committee consequent on the 

regretted death of the late Councillor John Browne , it was unanimously resolved on the 

Motion of Councillor T. Walsh, seconded by Councillor Crosbie, to add Councillor Martin’ s

name to this Committee.

7th July, 1930.

A Statutory Meeting o f the Council was held th is  day at the Town Clerk's Office at ha lf-

past seven o' clock p. m.

The members present were:

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: Janes Billington, Thomas Rossiter, Thomas Hayes, and Nicholas Connolly.

Councillors: John Walsh, Thomas Walsh, William Goodison, Garrett Donohoe, Patrick

Clancy, James Murphy, Patrick McCabe, James McMahon, John J. O’ Leary,

Cyril Ross, John Atkins, William J. Power, and Michael Martin.

The minutes of meeting of the 25th June, 1930, were read and signed.

L ia b i l i t ie s  which had accrued due up to the aid of last month, amounting, in the aggregate 

to £3>449 -  6 -  7j were submitted, and having been examined were approved, and an Advice

Note was signed to enable the Treasurer to pay them.

On the motion o f Councillor Clancy, seconded by Councillor McMahon, a vote o f condolence 

was passed to Mr. John Cummins, M*C*C., o f Ballyhack, on the recent death of his wife.  

There was la id  before the meeting Deeds of Conveyance in  duplicate relating to the two 

houses on St. John's Road which had bten sold out-and-out for prompt cash on the l 6th

ultimo. ©: Wexford Borough Council



The motion was seconded by Councillor McCabe who referred in terms of appreciation to the 

various ac t iv it ie s  of Alderman Corish during the past twelve months, and paid a tribute to the 

impartial manner in which he had conducted the business of the Council on a l l  occasions.

The motion was ably supported by Councillors John Walsh, Murphy, and Ross.

Councillor O'Leary intimated that it  had been his intention to submit the name of another 

member for election, but fe l t  that the present was not an opportune time to do so, having 

regard to the various improvement schemes which had Just been in itiated by the Council, and, 

therefore, supported the re -e lection  of Alderman Corish, as did Councillor McMahon, who for a 

similar reason did not wish to oppose a unanimous selection.

The resolution, on being put to the meeting, was declared carried unanimously, and the 

Chairman, in declaring Alderman Corish re-elected as Mayor of Wexford for the next twelve 

months, took occasion to te s t i fy  to the esteem in ih ich he was hold not only in the town, but 

as well throughout the County, where his ac t iv it ie s  as a member of Dail Eireann were much 

appre ciated.

The Mayor thereupon took the Chair and made a declaration of acceptance of Office.

In thanking the meeting fo r  his unanimous e lection  for the eleventh time he said that it  had 

always been his aim to extend the greatest possible latitude to a l l  parties in the Council, 

and bore w i l l in g  testimony to the s p i r i t  of co-operat ion which animated every individual 

member of it .

He referred to the sound f in anc ia l posit ion  of the Corporation as was evidenced by the fact 

that on the 31st March la st  a l l  ordinary l i a b i l i t i e s  had been discharged, and that it  had been 

found possible to reduce the Rates by threepence in the Pour*i in the current year, vfr. i le  s t i l l  

making fu l l  provision for a l l  services.

He touched on the many Housing Schemes which had been brought to fru it ion  since 1920 whereby 

65 dwellings had been provided fo r  the working classes, and alluded to the Scheme of 26 houses 

at present in course of construction by direct labour, and expressed the hope that in the 

course of a few years by united e f fo r t  the housing reeds of Wexford would be adequately met. 

f in a lly  he intimated that sanction had just been received from the Minister for Local 

Government arxi Public Health to the ra is ing  of a Loan of £1,557 to enable sew rs  and water 

mains to be la id  in various parts of the town, which work would necessitate the employment of 

at least twenty workmen in addition to the 62 at present employed, which number compared very 

favourably with the 22 in the service of the Council in June, 192g.

The days and hours on which three Quarterly Meetings would be held previous to 23rd Jure, 1931. 

was then gone into, and on the motion of Councillor Ross, seconded by Councillor McMahon, it 

was decided to hold them on Morriay, 1st September, 1930, at 7-30 p. m.; on Monday, 1st December,

1930, at 7-30 p. m.; and on Monday, 2nd March, 1931, at 7-30 p. m.

The appointment of various Committees was then considered, and on the motion of Councillor 

McMahon, seconded by Councillor McCabe, it  was resolved that the Finance & Works, Waterworks,

Old Age Pension, and Public Health Committees be composed of the entire members of the Council,

and that the la t te r  Committee be empowered to deal with a l l  sanitary matters aris ing within the 

Borough, in pursuance of Section 5 of the Public Health ( Ireland) Act, 1878.

27
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hereafter arranged, namely, The Mayor, with Councillors Ross, T. Walsh, Mcr..ahon, «nd McCab# 

Regarding discussion at last meeting on the upkeep o f the Main Roads within the Borough, 

the Secretary of the County Council forwarded a copy o f a minute o f the Finance Committee 

? of that Body wherein i t  was pointed out that the scavenging o f  these roads devolved on the 

J Corporation, the County Council being responsible for their maintenance only; and to make 

the matter clear i t  was decided to explain that the anrnal sum allocated for such service 

j was devoted solely to the purpose for which i t  was intended, namely, the upkeep of the Main 

Roads inside the trough Boundary as well as their cleaning so fAr as this might be 

necessary for their proper maintenance for t r a f f ic .

1 There was la id  before the meeting a copy o f the Local Offices and Employments (Amendment) 

Order, 1930, under date o f the 17th June, 1930, which modified the principal Order of 1924, 

and empowered Local Authorities to remove without delay any person from any o ff ic e  or 

employment under such Authority whenever occasion arose, ^ach renoval being subject to 

subsequent ratification  by the Minister for Local Governnent and Public Health.

,1 The contents o f  tnis Order were noted.

: Alderman Connolly called attention to a matter which, in  his opinion, required the careful 

' attention o f the Council, namely, the increased railway charges which came into force a 

few w eks ago*

I He stated that the return fare betwee11 W exford and New R) ss had been increased from 4/- to 

j 6/5, and that betw-en Wexford and Enniscorthy from 2/2 to 3/6, the fare betw en Wexford anc 

Gorey from 5/6 to 7/6, while the three-day return ticket between Wexford and Dublir. had

3 been raised from 12/- to 20/5»

As well, up to the end o f la st  summer season, the return fare Wexford -  Rosslare by 11-20 

a. ra train on week-days, and on a l l  Sunday trains was ninepence, while at present date

I i t  was l/£ and 11d respectively.

Furthermore, since the Railway Company had taken over the omnibuses running between Wexford 

and Dublin the fares to the various towns along the route had been materially increased.

The meeting agreed that the increases above outlined were in no way ju st i f ied , seeing that 

the wages of a l l  railway employees had been considerably reduced within the last few years, 

and i t  was also pointed out that co-incident with the increases, which applied to third-
II class fares only, the cost o f f i r s t -c la s s  tickets had been lowered.

( Eventually, on the Motion of Alderman Connolly, seconded by Councillor Ross, i t  was 

unanimously resolved to draw the attention o f the Railway Rates Tribunal to the incre ased 

fares charged by the Great Southern Railways to stations between Wexford and Dublin with a 

| view to having the whole question re-opened

jCouncillor O’Leary adverted to an order made at a recent meeting of the Public Health 

Committee whereby a l l  persons who were found taking away obnoxious material from the

-Corporation dumping ground were to be prosecuted.

‘He stated that he had received much abuse from certain people as being the instigator of 

the order in question,and asked i f  any prosecutions had been taken.

A report on the matter from the Sanitary Sub-Officer was read. From this i t  appeared he 

had found women on two recent occasions collecting old rags and other material at the dump.
-

He had taken this offensive matter away from them and had i t  buried, and gave the women a©: Wexford Borough Council



rhey were accompanied by a Cheque for £840, being the entire purchase-price o f the

dwellings, and as the documents were in  order in  every respect, they were duly executed

on the part o f the Council.

Referring to resolution adopted on the 2nd June last as to proposed increase in  the salary  

o f Mr. John J. Byrne, C le r ica l Assistant, whereby at the expiration o f  ten years his salary  

would reach a maximum of £254 per annum, a le tte r  from the Department o f  Local Government 

and Public Health under date of the 6th June, 1930, No. 42247, was read refusing to depart 

fro the decision given on the 5th May to the e lfect that Mr. Byrne should receive annual 

increments o f  £10 u n t i l  a maximum salary o f £200 was reached.

On the motion of Councillor Thomas Walsh, seconded by Alderman Connolly, i t  was agreed to 

adj urn consideration o f  this le tte r  to the next monthly meeting.

The Superintendent of the Garda Siochana called attention to four further breaches o f  the

Saturday night T ra ffic  Regulations in  addition to the nine reported on the aid June la st  

and asked for instructions.

I t  was fe l t  that the time had now come when action should be taken to compel drivers o f  

motor vehicles to observe these Regulations, as they were in  operation since September, 1929, 

and were only sanctioned a fter a searching inquiry as to their need had been held, and, 

accordingly, i t  was resolved, on the motion o f  Councillor Ross, seconded by Councillor 

Thomas Walsh, to direct Superintendent Quinn to take a l l  necessary lega l steps against 

Messrs. Healy & Collins, o f  Wexford; Mr. James’Berney, o f  Kilcarbery, Enniscorthy, Miss 

Bridie Lawlor, o f  Longraigue, Foulkanills ; and Mr. William Gaffney, o f  Seaview, Murrintown; 

these being the four delinquents mentioned in  h is  la s t  report*

At the instance o f the Wexford Development Association, the following resolution was 

unanimously adopted, on the motion o f  Aldeman Connolly, seconded by Councillor Thomas 

Walsh, v i z . : -

"That we, the Wexford Municipal Council, ca ll  on the Government to repeal Clause (c )

to Sub-Section 5 o f  Section 2 o f  the Street Trading Act, o f  1926; and to impose a

fee o f  at least £50 on trave l l in g  shops, and that a copy o f * i8  resolution be

forwarded to the Minister for Justice, and the Minister for Finance."

The A soci&tion o f  Municipal Authorities o f  Ireland b  ̂ le tte r  intimated that the Annual

Conference o f the Association would be held in  Sligo on the 23rd and 24th September next,

and asked the Council to nominate some of their members to be present on the occasion, 
r

I t  was unanimously resolved, on the motion o f Alderman Hayes, seconded by Alderman Rossiter, 

to appoint Councillors Ross and McCabe as Representatives of the Council at the Conference, 

Alderman B illington , who had also b* en nominated, having expressed a wish that his name should 

be withdrawn.

With reference to decision come toon the 5th May last to advertise the change o f date o f the 

Wexford Town Fairs , which change would become eifective for the f i r s t  time in January next, 

a le tte r  from the County Wexford Committee o f Agriculture which was read pointed out that a 

period o f  seven weeks would elapse between the Pair c f  December, 1930, and that o f January,

1931.

As the Committee might have some suggestion to o ffe r  on this point, i t  was decided to appoint 

the fo llowing members o f the Qouncil to consult with than on some convenient date to be©: Wexford Borough Council



These premises were situate in Trinity Street, and were erected a few years ago by the 

Wexford Fresh Meat and Bacon Supply Company Limited as a sausage factory, but haa never

been used as such, and were at present empty*

The building was a spacious concrete and timber structure, 92 feet by 62 feet In te rn ^  

area, and was in a thorough state of repair* The end walls were o f  mass concrete, the 

side walls o f mass concrete and timber, while the roof was o f timber construction, one- 

third of i t  being glazed. The roof principals were o f  the la tt ice  girder type, and were 

supported at two intermediate points by steel stanchions. The floor was o f substantial 

mass concrete, and the building had four exits, three o f  which were three feet above the 

outside ground level, which rendered them very suitable for loading material into carts 

or trucks.

The pronises had been inspected by the Mayor and the Borough Surveyor, who reported to the 

Finance and Works Committee that i t  would be an acinirable store in which to house a l l  

Corporation vehicles, tools and materials, which were at present kept in  various places
*

throughout the town, and i f  occasion arose portion o f  i t  oould be used as a workshop*

The owners were prepared to s rl l  the ouilding out-and-out free o f  rent for a sum of £400, 

or, alternately, they were w illing  to lease i t  fo r  a period o f  ten years at a rent o f  £50 

per annum, with the option o f  a renewal o f  the lease , the lessees to be responsible for
3

rates, repairs, maintenance, and insurance*

The Finance and llibrks Committee on receiving th is  report considered i t  very fortunate tv at 

such an admirable building could be acquired on the texms above mentioned, as the obtain- 

ment o f some such premises had engaged their attention for many years past, and the },  

therefore, strongly recommended the Council to purchase the premises out-and-out, more 

especially as there would be no d iff icu lty  in securing the necessary Loan from the 

National Bank

The present meeting were in thorough agr-gnent with the views o f the Committee, and the 

following resolution was thereupon adopted unanimou sly: -

Proposed by His Vforship The Mayor, seconded by Councillor John J. O’ Leary, and 

RESOLVED:- That the vacant premises o f the Wexford Fresh Meat and Bacon Supply Company 

Limited, situate at Trinity Street, be purchased as a Municipal Garage and Stores Depot 

out-and-out and in fee simple for a sum o f Four Hundred Pounds (£400); and that the
J-

Manager of the National Bank be approached for the necessary Loan to enable the premises 

to be acquired, such Loan t® be repaid in five  years on terms to be hereafter arranged;
J

and that the Minister for Local Government and Public Health be requested to sanction the

obtainment of the Loan.

I t  was further decided to request the Minister to sanction a Loan o f £425 instead o f £400 

as the extra £25 would be needed to make sundry alterations in the building so as to rendff* 

i t  more suitable for the purpose to which i t  was to be devoted.

©: Wexford Borough Council



severe caution as to the penalties they w^uld incur i f  they indulged in  this objectionable  

practice again, which caution appeared to have had a good effect*

This was deemed satisfactory, but i t  was decided to adhere to the order already made to have 

prosecutions instituted in  any other cases where i t  was found that objectionable material 

was being removed from the dump. / '  J

- ^ ^ 6 .  B  ■

21st July, 1930*
c

In accordance with statutory notice given on 12tn June 1930, a Special Meeting o f the 

Council was held this day at the Town Clerk’ s O ffic  e at h a l f  past sev-n o ’ clock p. m. to 

to consider the quest onof utting the Street Trading Act, 1926 into force in the town.

The members present were:- 

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor ( in  tne chair)

Aldermen:- Thomas Rossiter, James Billington, and Thomas Hayes.

Councillors:- William Goodisson, Cyril Ross, Patrick Clancy, John J. O’Leary,James Murphy, 

James McMahon, Edward Bolger, Garrett Donohoe, James Crosbie, Patrick  

M^C tfe, and Michael Martin.

The Mayor reminded the meeting that the adv isab ility  o f  adopting the Street Trading Act 

had been befroe the Council on various occasions, and that on the 2nd. June la st  a request 

had been received from the Wexford Development Association to have the Statute put into 

oper *.tion with a view to curbing the a c t iv it ie s  o f  itinerant street vendors who were se lling  

goods in the street o f  the town in  increasing numbers on Fair and Market Dpys to the grave 

injury of loca l traders.

The Mayor fe l t  that any hardship which might be in f l ic ted  on locel street hawkers by 

bringing the Act into force should not be allowed to stand in  the waj/ of affording some 

protection to the shopkeepers o f  the town, who, in  the main, were tne 1 rgest ratepayers, 

and wer e severely hit by these itinerant traders, and he accordingly moved:

"That the Street Trading Act, 1926, be and i s  hereby adopted in  the Urban County 

District  o f Wexford.”

The motion was seconded by Councillor Crosbie.

It  was supported by Alderman B illington , but some members feared that loc i vendors oi fish,  

vegetables, and papers, could i l l  afford to pay the necessary licensing fee required i t  the 

Act were in  force, and as w e l l ,  they thought i t s  various provisions should be more carefully

studied before any f in a l  decision was come to.

Accordingly, Councillor McCabe moved. That the consideration ot the mat/ter be adjourned 

u n t i l  the 26th instant, and that in  the meantime a Committee of the Whole House go into the 

question thoroughly from every point o f view •

This motion was seconded by Alderman Hayes, and on a division was declared carried by nine

votes to s ix  against.

The meeting accordingly stood adjourned, and thereupon a further Special Meeting was held, 

rsuant to the Mayor’ s requisition , to deal with a Committee report as to acquiring certain  

premises as a Corporation Stores, Etc., Depot.
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and paid neither rates nor taxes for this privilege, i t  was absolutely necessary to put i t

into operation without further delay, and he accordingly moved:

"That the Street Trading Act, 1926, be and is  hereby adopted in  the Urban 

County d istrict  ot* Wexford; and that this resolution shall come into operation

on Monday, the 8th day o f September, 1930, such date being not less than one

month after the f i r s t  publication of this  resolution in  tTO o f the newspapers

circulating in the said Urban County D is t r ic t ."

This resolution was seconded by Alderman Gibson.

Some o f the members at present meeting appeared to be s t i l l  under the impression that 

certain people in  the town who were in  the habit o f  hawking fish, etc., from door to door 

would be unduly har/assed i f  the Act were put into force, although i t  was made clear that i f

they did not se ll  in the streets to passers-by they w>uld not be affected, but nevertheless

a poll was dsnanded on the above resolution when there voted

For Councillors Martin, Murphy, Rdss, McCabe, Donohoe, Walsh, Goodison

Aldermen Gibson, Rossiter, Hayes, B illington, and the Mayor. 12

Against Councillors O’Leary, Bolger, McMahon, and C lancy .-----------------------------  4

The resolution was accordingly declared carried by twelve votes to four against, and the 

meeting then seperated.

6  f  -> &

6th August, 1930.

A Special Meeting o f the Council was held this day (pursuant to the Mayor’ s requisition) at

the Town Clerk's o ffice  at half-past seven o ’ clock p. m.

The members present were:-

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in  the Chair-

Aldermen James Billington, and Thomas Hayes.

Councillors: John Walsh, John Atkins, William Goodison, Garrett Donohoe, Patrick Clanc>,

Thomas Walsh, John J. O’ Leary, Cyril Ross, and James Crosbie .

The minutes of meetings o f the 7th, 21st, and 28th July, 1930, were read and confirmed- 

L ia b i l i t ie s  which had accrued due up to the end o f la st  month, amounting, in the aggregate, 

to £2,560 -  9 -  3 j were submitted, and having been examined were approved, and an Advice

Note was signed to enable them to be discharged.

Councillors Atkins and John Walsh, personally, and Mr. John Cummins, M. C. C., o f Ballyhack, 

by le t te r ,  sincerely thanked the Council for the symapthy extended to them in their recent

bereavements.

The Communication from the Minister for Local Government and Public Health o f the 6th June 

la s t ,  No. 4247, relating to the proposed increase in the salary of Mr. John J. Byrne, 

C lerica l Assistant, was again brought forward, but as the I r ish  Local Government O ff ic ia ls '  

Union, through which Mr. Byrne’ s application for an increase had been received, had not, so 

fa r ,  expressed an opinion on the outcome of their application, although i t  had been coraraun-
J.

icated to them, i t  was decided, on the motion of Councillor O’ Leary, seconded by Councillor 

T. Walsh, to s t i l l  further adjourn consideration o f the Minister’ s le tte r  un t il  Statutory
©: Wexford Borough Council



25th July, 1930-

An adjourned Special Meeting o f the Council was held this day at the Town Clerk’ s O ffice, at 

ha lf-past  seven o 'clock p. m. to come to a decision as to whether the Street Trading Act, 1926, 

would or would not be put into force in  the riorough.

The members present were:-

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: James B illington, Thomas Hayes, Thomas Rossiter, and Richard Gibson.

Councillors: William Goodison, Patrick Clancy, Thomas Walsh, Garrett Donohoe, James

McMahon, Patrick McCabe, Cyril Ross, Edward Bolger, Jamef Murphy, John J. 

O’ Leary, and Michael Cartin.

Before the business o f  the meeting was entered upon, the following votes o f  condolence were 

adopted in respectful silence.

With Councillor John Walsh on the death o f  his wife, an o ld  and respected inhabitant o f the 

town, as proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor McCabe*

W th Councillor John Atkins on the death o f  h is  father, who was well known for his many
A

estimable qua lit ie s , as proposed by Aldennan Rossiter, seconded by Councillor McMahon.

With Alderm n B illington on the recent dsnise in  England o f  h is  s ister, as proposed by the 

Mayor, seconded by Councillor Bolger.

With Mr. Richard Goodison, an o ld  and fa ith fu l  snployee o f  the Council, on the death of his 

only dau ghter, as proposed bv Councillor Bolger, seconded by Councillor McMahon.

The question o f  putting into force the provisions o f  the Street Trading Act was then taken 

up, and the Mayor reported that a Committee o f  the Whole House had sat on the 25th instant to

consider various points which had arisen on the 21st instent when a motion to adopt the Act

was f i r s t  submitted.

Twelve out o f  a possible twenty-two mesnbers had attended, and Superintendent Quinn, o f the 

Garda Siochana, was present by reqi est*

A very f u l l  discussion on various objections raised to the adoption o f the Act had taken 

place, during which i t  was made clear that under Section 2 ( 5 )  (b )  o f the Statute, a l l  

persons se ll in g  e!;gs,butter, f ish ,  potatoes, and similar commodities, from door to door would 

not require a street trader’ s c e rt i f ic a te  at a l l ,  and could continue to trade in this manner 

in the future as they had been accustomed to do previously, and that by Section 3 (4) newsboys 

under the age of sixteen years would not be charged any fee in respect of the granting of a 

street trader’ s c e r t i f ic a te ,  and as to the very small numbe-" o f those boys who were over 

sixteen years o f age, the Wexford Development Association had given an assurance that they 

would be responsible for the payment of the fees in a l l  such cases.

Various other points which had cropped up had been fu l ly  debated, and as a resu lt the majority 

o f the Committee appeared to be o f the opinion that the adoption o f the Act would serve a 

very use fu l purpose.

Councillor McCabe, as the member who had suggested the postponement o f  the Special Meeting to 

the present date, now stated that his only object was to enable members to satis fy  themselves 

that no hardship would be in f l ic ted  on loca l dealers i f  the Act were put into force, and that 

in  order to lim it the v is i t s  o f itinerant street traders who used the public streets as shops
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Gaul, and thereupon i t  was proposed by Councillor Thomas Walsh, seconded by Councillor Ross,

and unanimously

RESOLVED: That Councillor James Gaul be and is  hereby elected a rnanber o f the Harbour

j Board to represent the Corporation for the ensuing year.

‘ The following report was read;

REPORT OF CONFERENCE ON PUBLIC HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES.

"As decided upon at meeting o f the 13th Jarnary la st ,  the three Delegates, namely,The Mayor,

Councillor Thomas Walsh, and the Town Clerk, appointed to attend the above, which had been

convened by the Minister for Local Government and Public Health, were present at the

Conference which was held in the Mansion House, Dublin, on the 8th and 9th instant.
o f  a l l

"The gathering was fu lly  representative / public health authorities in the Free State, and
* '

was presided over by the Minister.
*rr

"The meetings began each morning at ten o ’ clockand lasted  t i l l  six each evening, with an
a a

inTerval o f one hour for luncheon.

"Questions o f great importance were fu lly  debated, such as Health Education, and the methods 

by which i t  could be promoted, the economy o f  preventative measures in  health administration 

the functions o f county medical o f f ic e rs  o f  health, the health o f  school children qtc. etc. 

"Speakers on these matters were heard from nearly a l l  the twenty^-six counties, and the 

Corporation Delegates, through the Mayor, voiced their opinions in some o f the discussions, 

notably that relating to the duties o f  county medical o f f i c e r ,  during which discussion i t
*r , 3 »

seemed to be the desire o f  some o f  these o f f i c i a l s  to p i le  on needless expense in the
*

administration o f the o ff ice , but as a result o f  strong expressions o f  opinion from various

Delegates, such views were considerably modified.
«rr ^

"The question o f the proper supervision o f  meat intended for human consumption cropped up,
— 3

and the opinion o f The Corporation that to carry out these duties thoroughly would require
* ^

t̂ he services of a whole-time veterinary inspector was made known, and the point stressed 

that the pa'Bnent 0f  the salary of such an o ff ic e r  in  a place like Wexford impossible,
■* *

and a suggestion which appeared to meet wi h general favour was to delegate these duties to
* * * 

the veterinary inspector to be appointed under The coming B i l l  re lating  to the inspection 

o f meat for export, and le t  the council for whom he did the work o f inspecting meat for

loca l consumption contribute a share o f his salary.
3

"A promise was secured by the Wexford Delegates that there would be a general discussion on
-•  J

the Housing Acts , but unfortunaTelY time could not be found for this important matter, &
a s  *

The published agenda occupied the entire of the two days.

"The interchange of opinions between the various public representatives was most informative 

and the hope, publiclY expressed bY more than one o f them, that such a Conference would be
*

■held annually appeared to meet with the approval o f the Minister.

'Dated this 14th day of JulY, 1930.

(Signed) "Richard Corish, Mayor.

"Thomas Walsh, T. C.

Nicholas Bolger, Town Clerk."
* ^

TThis report was unanimously adopted on the motion o f Councillor Ross, seconded bt

Councillor O’Lear. . ©: Wexford Borough Council



3 l
Meeting in September.

The Superintendent of the Garda Siochana submitted for the approval o f  the Council a l i s t  o f  

places, which, in his opinion, should be recognized as parking places for motor vehicles.

The meeting examined the Scheme minutely, and found that i t  had been careftilly thought out, and 

that adequate provision had been made for motor car accommodation in  a l l  parts o f  the town, and 

the opinion was expressed that i f  the owners o f motor cars were compelled to park their vehicles 

at the places indicated the present congestion throughout the Borough, especially on Saturdays 

would, to a great extent,be obviated.

I t  was, therefore, proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Alderman B illington, and unanimously 

RESOLVED: That the parking places indicated in  Superintendent Quinn’ s le tte r  be approved,

in so far as the streets under the Jurisdiction o f  the Council be concerned, but as to the 

thoroughfares under the control o f  the Harbour Commissioners, namely, the quays and the streets 

leading thereto, the Superintendent be requested to submit a l i s t  o f  those selected for the 

approval o f  that Body.

Regarding the altered dates o f  the Town Fairs to the la s t  Tuesday in each month as from January, 

1931, a le t te r  was read from the County Committee o f  Agriculture wherein the Council were asked 

to apply for an Order to authorize a Fair to b e held on the 3rd as well as on the 27th January
* a

next.

This request was carefu lly  considered, but inview o f  the fact that the altered dates of the 

Fairs had already been advertised extensively throughout the Country, and as well,  were set 011 

in "Purdons" and "Old Moores” Almanacks fo r 1931* i t  as believed that confusion would arise i f  

any araencinent were now made in  the published arrangements, and so, on the motion of the Ma^or, 

seconded by Councillor Crosbie, i t  was unanimously decided not to accede to the County 

Committee’ s request.

The Secretary o f the Wexford Cinema Palace Limited made application by le tter  for renewal o f a 

licence under the Cinematograph Act, 1909, in  respect o f  the Theatre Royal, High Street.

The loca l conditions embodied in  the expiring licence which related to the prohibition of 

Cinema exhibitions on a l l  Sundays in  Lent, and before 8-30 p*m. on the remaining Sundays in  

the year, as w ell as the regulations requiring that the entire o f the floor area should be 

lighted while pictures were being projected, and that no objectionable posters should be 

displayed were gone over, but i t  was thought that these were ample and that no further 

restrictions were needed, especially  as there was now a State i îlra Censorship in being, and so 

i t  was unanimously decided to renew the licence for a further year, but to request the Secretary 

to see that those entering the building should be formed into queues so as to prevent 

congestion and confusion around the entrance doors.

A resolution from the Wexford Agricu ltural Society protesting against the recent increase in

Railway Rates on l iv e  stock and farm produce was submitted, but as i t  appeared that these rates
J

had la te ly  been modified, i t  was decided to take no action on the resolution, which was
*

accordingly marked "read"*

The election o f  a member to serve as a Harbour Commissioner for one year, pursuant to the

Wexford Harbour Act, 1S74, was proceeded with.

I t  was announced that as required by the twenty-first Section o f  the Act only one member had 

been nominated forty-e ight hours previous to the present meeting, namely, Councillor James©: Wexford Borough Council



On the motion of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Murphy, the condolences o f the 

meeting were tendered to Councillor Goodison on the unexpected demise on this day o f  

his sister, the late Miss Mary Goodison, and on the motion o f  Councillor Murphy, 

seconded by Councillor Mciiahon, a vote o f  sympathy was extended to the relatives o f  the

late Mr* George Holbrook, a respected native o f Wexford.

The Mayor referred to unintentional mis-statements which had been made at a recent 

meeting of the Wexford Harbour Commissioners* These were to the effect that the 

County Council were contributing a sum o f £300 per annum towards the funds o f  the Ir ish  

Tourist Development Association while no contribution whatever was made by the

Corpo ration.

He wished i t  to be known that the actual sum pal d by the County Council in the current 

year was £410, and that o f  this  amount the Corporation paid their proper proportion

through the Poor Rate.

Alderman Billington regretted having made the erroneous statements referred to and was

glad to have them corrected*

There was submitted for execution on the $art o f  the Corporation a Deed o f Miortga&e 

whereby security was to be given to the Cbmna. s si oners o f  Public Vforks for the repayment 

in twaity-five years o f  a Loan o f  £L,557 obtained with the approval o f the Minister for 

Local Government and Public Health to lay  sewers and watermains in  various parts o f  the 

town.

The Deed was found to be in  order in  every respect, and accordingly the following

Resolution was unanimou sly adopted;

I t  was moved by Councillor Cyril Ross,

Seconded by Councillor Thomas Walsh, and

RESOLVED:- That our Corporate Seal be a f fixed  to the Deed o f Mortgage o f  this day

now read, whereby security i s  given to the Commissioners o f  Public Works in  Ireland  

for the repayment of the 3um o f One Thousand Five Hundred and F ifty—seven Pounds 

proposed to be advanced by them to us under the Public Health (iReland) Acts >1873 to

1900, Etc.

The Mortgage Deed was thereupon duly Sealed and signed, and the following further

Resolution was then unanimously adopted:

I t  was moved by Councillor John.J. O'Leary,

Seconded by Alderman Thomas Hayes, and

RESOLVED:- That inasnuch as this Corporation does not immediately require from the

Commissioners of Public Works in  Ireland the tota l an»unt of the sum mentioned in  the 

Deed o f Mortgage to them this day executed by this Corporation, but prefer to receive 

the same by instalments as occasion may require, i t  i s  resolved that the requisition  

for each advance shall be intimated to said Commissioners by the Chairman o f this  

Corporation for the time being countersigned by the Town Clerk, and that each such 

requisition shall be forwarded to the Accountant of the said Commissioners, and that 

a l l  such advances shall be lodged to Our Account in the Wexford Branch o f the National 

Bank. ©: Wexford Borough Council



32
he MaYor referred with disapproval to th^aetion o f the E lectr ic ity  Supply Board in  breaking up 

a concrete footpath on the north side o f King Street Upper in  order to laY an underground cable
*  3 *

to the M i l l  Hoad Ironworks.

The greater portion o f this path had only been la id  down in November la s t ,  and i t s  entire cost

came to £108, and the Board had been asked to run the cable along The souTh side o f  The Stif.eT 

where no footpath existed so as to prevent the destruction o f  such a large stretch o f  concrete. 

The Board had not seen their waY to accede to this request, and moreover, did not accept the
*

price quoted bY the Borough Surveyor for replacing the path in  a proper manner, and so i t  was 

probable that when the work was completed the path would present a very unsightlY appearance. 

The meeting were unanimous in  their condemnation o f  the reftisal o f  the Board, without any 

reason whatever, to lay the cable where desired , and the Surve or was directed to get into
* -n- j

immediate communication with the Engineer in charge o f  the work and inform him that the Council 

expected a new path to be la id  to replace the one at present being torn up*

A Statutory Meeting o f  the Council was held th is  day at the Town Clerk* s O ffice, at ha lf­

past seven o ’ clock p. m.

The members present were:-

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in  the Chair.

Aldermen: Thomas Hayes, James B il l ington , Thomas Rossiter, and Richard Gibson.

Councillors: John Walsh, Cyril Ross, Garrett lb nohoe, Thomas Walsh, James i&irphy,

The minutes o f  meeting o f the 6th August la st  were read and signed, and with reference to 

entry thereon re la t ing  to King Street footpath the meeting was informed that a conference 

had been held on a recent occasion between o f f i c i a l s  o f  the E lectric ity  Supply Board a nd 

of the Corporation, and as a resu lt i t  was agreed that the work of repairing the streets and 

paths broken up would be done by the Corporation s ta f f  under the supervision o f  the Town 

Surveyor, and that the Supply Board would meet the entire cost o f this work.

Strong representations had been made to the Board to have a new footpath provided for King 

Street at their expense, but these were unsuccessful. The Surveyor, however, stated that 

i t  was his intention to have the work done in  the best possible manner, but that s t i l l  the 

path would present a patched appearance, but as everything possible had been done to 

secure the proper repair o f the thoroughfare the matter was not further jursued.

L ia b i l i t i e s  which accrued due up to the end o f  last  month, amounting, in  the aggregate, to 

£2 b57 -  7 -  5, were submitted, and having been examined, were approved, and an Advice Note 

was signed to enable them to be discharged.

1st S#ptember, 1930-

Patrick Clancy, James McMahon, Edward Bolger, James Crosbie, John J. O’ Leary, 

and Michael Martin.
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At the outset o f the ensuing discussion, the Major suggested, in  tii e interest o f an Irish  

industry, that the houses to be built in  H il l  Street should be roofed with slates from 

the K illa loe Quarries instead o f with asbestos roofing (the material used in  recent 

housing schemes) as tbere was now available a suitable slate measuring sixteen inches by 

eight inches which could be supplied for £12 -  10 -  0 per 1, 260, while heretofore the 

only slates to be had were those measuring twenty-four inches by twelve inches, and i f  

they had been put on the houses on St. John* s Road wmld have increased the cost by, at 

least, £30 per house, with a consequent increase o f rent*

i f  the suggestion regarding the use o f I r ish  slates were adopted i t  would mean that the 

rents to be charged would have to be increased by sixpence per house per week, as to roof 

the dwellings with these slates would cost £29 -  14 -  7 Per house, while the expense of

asbestos covering vrould only be £13 -17 ” 7 Per bouse*

At this point the Borough Surveyor stated that the rents o f  the H i l l  Street houses set 

out in the report,which had been draitfi up when he was absent on vacation, but was 

prepared from data supplied by him, referred to four-room houses instead o f houses o f  

five  rooms each, and that dwellings o f  the la t t e r  type oould not be bu ilt  for less  than 

£340 per house, and a farther computation, therefore, had to be made by the present 

meeting, which showed that on the assumption that these eight houses were roofed with 

I r ish  slates a rent, appro xlmately, o f  9/5 per house per week would have to be charged to

make them self-supporting, while a rent o f  8 / L l per week would suffice i f  asbestos

cohering were to be used#

Some o f the members expressed a doubt as to the a b i l i t y  o f  the average artizan to pay 

such a rent , but against this i t  was pointed out that a large number o f tradesmen were 

making application for the five-room houses at present being bu ilt  on the St. John’ s

Road, the rent o f  which vould b e about 11/fe per week.

The report was fu lly  discussed from every point o f  view, and eventually the three

following resolutions were adopted unanin^usly:-

Proposed by Alderman Rossiter, and seconded by Councillor O’ Leary,

That in accordance with the recommendation o f  the Housing Committee the building site  

available in Maudlintown be acquired, and fourteen four—room bungalows eredted thereon 

and let  at a rent not exceeding 6/6 per house per week, 

proposed by Councillor Bolger, seconded by Councillor O’ Leary,

That the H i l l  Street plot be acquired on the terms set out in  the report o f the Housing 

Committee now read, and that eight two—storey houses, seven o f five rooms each and one of 

seven rooms, be built  o f l i t ,  the rents of each o f  which were not to exceed 9/5 per week, 

proposed by His Worship The Mayor, seconded by Councillor Clancy,

That the eight houses to be erected on the H i l l  Street plot be roofed with slates from 

K illa loe  instead of with asbestos covering.

With reference to the recent adoption o f  the Street Trading Act, 1926, which would come 

into operation on the 8th instant, i t  was reported that the Minister for Justice had 

under consideration the issue of appropriate Regulations, and wished to be informed i f  

the Corporation were desirous of having a l l  forms o f street trading other than the sale©: Wexford Borough Council



The following report from the Housing Committee was read:

"The above Committee met on Wednesday, 19th instant, and went fu l ly  into the question o f  

providing further housing accommodation for the working classes o f  the town,

"They were informed that two excellent sites were available , and could be purchased out-and- 

out and free o f rent for ever on reasonable terms#

"One was situate in  H i l l  Street, where formerly a row o f small cabins stood, which had 

adjoined the present Corporation houses but had hot been in  lin e  with them, and was owned by 

Mr. Thomas Bent, and the other was portion o f  a f ie ld  at Msudlintown, the entire o f  which 

was at present in  the occupation o f Mr. Richard Richards.

"Mr. Bent’ s ground measured 150 by 75 feet, and could be acquired in  fee simple for a sum 

o f £200, and a tota l o f  eight two-storey houses could be bu i lt  on i t ,  seven o f  which could

be o f  five  rooms each, and the other o f  seven rooms, while the price asked for that part of

the land at Maudlin town proposed to be taken, and which was also held in  fee simple, was 

also £200-

"This la tte r  s ite  had a frontage o f  356 feet with a depth o f  100 feet from front to rere, 

and as in H i l l  Street, a proper sewerage and water service was available, and fourteen

four-room dwellings o f  the bungalow type oould be bu i lt  on i t -

"Prom a computation made by the Committee i t  was ascertained that the rent which would h*ve 

to be charged for the eight H i l l  Street houses in  order to make them self-supporting would

"The Local Government Housing Department were w il l ing  to allow the intended H i l l  Street 

houses to be bu ilt  in  l in e  with the adjoining dwellings in  that Street and with the building  

at the corner o f John Street, so that the entire thoroughfare would be o f  nnifcrm width,

and draft plans o f  these part icu la r  houses which were submitted, seemed to be satisfactory  

in every respect.

"The Committee were o f  the opinion that the two Schemes above outlined would be an admirable 

continuation o f the present building scheme on St. John’ s Road, and decided to recommend the 

Corporation to acquire the two plots at the prices set out above, and to build thereon, b^ 

direct labour, twenty—two houses, i .  e«, eight two—storey houses on the H il l  street plot 

(seven o f  which would be o f  f iv e  rooms and one o f seven rooms) and fourteen four-room 

bungalows on the Maudlintown s ite ,  and i f  the Council see f i t  to adopt this recommendation, 

the Committee w i l l  then be in a position to make a l l  necessary arrangements for the rais ing  

o f the necessary Loan from the Commissioners o f  Public Works for the purchase o f  the land 

and the erection o f the buildings, so that the work can be commenced immediately the present 

twenty—six  houses on the St. John’ s Road are completed.

econon&c rent o f  the fourteen bungalows would

it.'Signed on behalf o f  the Committee

"Richard Corish

ft’Mayor.

"25th -August, 1930* "
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The Town Clerk explained that i t  was impossible to inform the union o f the action taken

on their letter of February last until the 12th June, seeing that i t  was not\Plnally 

disposed of until the 2nd idem whan the Minister’ s refusal to sanction the salary voted to 

Mr. Byrne on the 24th March was dealt with, and the meeting expressed approval o f the 

Town Clerk's action a l l  through, and as to the amended demand o f the Union on Mr. Byrne1 s 

behalf, i t  was decided, as this was the f i r s t  occasion on which the new scale had been put 

forward, to request some of the Executive o f  the Union to meet the Mayor, Aide rman 

Rossiter, and Councillor T. Walsh, in Wexford, and see what was betbto be done in  the 

matter.

Regarding proposed acquisition o f  store belonging to the Wexford Fresh Meat arid Bacon 

Supply Company, a matter which was agreed to on the 21 st July la st ,  i t  was reported that 

the National Bank had intimated their willingness to advance by way o f loan the sum needed

for the purchase o f  the premises and for necessary repairs to i t .

A draft o f  the purchase agreement had been received fro® the Qompany, aid th if,on  being 

examined, showed that the premises along with others were held on lease for a term o f 39 

years only as from the 14th February, 1902, and were aubject to an annual rent o f £20, but 

were indemnified against th is  rent by the r e s i d e  o f  the buildings comprised in  the lease. 

The Corporation, however, would be subject to an annual rent o f  1/- payable to the Great 

Southern Railways for certain p riv ileges  by the la t t e r  in  respect o f  the premises.

As the Council, when the matter o f  the purchase o f  the store had been decided on, were 

under the impression that thqy were securing possession o f  i t  free o f  rent for ever, i t  

was necessary to decide i f  they vrauld complete the purchase in  view o f the foregoing 

information.

The presort meeting saw no reason to a lte r  the decision already come to, as the provision 

of a proper Stores Depot was an urgent necessity, and consequently, on the motion of  

Councillor McMahon, seconded by Councillor O’Leary, i t  was unanimously reaolved to acquire 

the premises ior the sum o f  £400 on the terms above outlined.

6th October, 1930.

A Statutory Meeting of the Council was held this day at the Town Clerk’ s Office at ha lf ­

past seven o' clock p. m.

The members present were:-

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: Thomas Hayes, James Billington, and Richard Gibson.

Councillors: James Gaul, Thomas Walsh, William Goodison, John Walsh, Cyril Ross,

Garrett Donohoe, Patrick Clancy, James McMahon, John J. O’ Leary, Edward 

Bolger, James Crosbie, Patrick McCabe.

The minutes o f  meeting of the 1st September last were read and signed, and Councillor 

Clancy complained o f  the omission therefrom of a l l  reference to a comirunication in I r ish©: Wexford Borough Council



ol newspapers prohibited as was the case in  Lublin*

To decide th is  matter, a Committee of the Corporation had been in  consultation with sole o f

the members o f  the Wexfbrd Development Association, and the Superintendent o f the Garda 

Siochana, and having gone thoroughly into the question, decided to recommend the present 

meeting to ask the Minister to be so good as to issue Regulations prohibiting s ta l l  trading, 

but s t a l l  trading only, in certain classes o f goods in  every street in  the town, so as

e ffectua lly  to put a stop to such trading once ani for a l l  , unless on Pair and Market Days

wnen, under the Act, i t  can be carried on.

I t  was recognized that such s ta l l  trading by trave lling  salesmen was on the increase in  

Wexford and was proving a serious menace to loca l Ratepayers, and this being the case, the 

meeting unanimously agreed that every possible e ffo rt  should be made to curb their activ it ies  

and thereupon the following resolution was unanimously adopted: 

proposed by Alderman B illington, seconded by Councillor Murphy, and

RESOLVED:-  • That the Minister for Justice be requested to make Regulations under Section 

13 (e )  o f  the Street Trading Act, 1926, prohibiting street s ta ll  trading from being carried 

on in  any of the following classes o f  goods in  each and every street inside the Borough o f  

Wexfbrd, namely, Brapery, cloth, woa&on goods, linen goods, saddlery, readymade clothing, 

boots and shoes, stationery, ind la  rubber goods, haberdashery, soaps and medicines, jewelL ery, 

watches and clocks, to i le t  re<jii s ites , perfumery, china, glassware, earthenware, enamelware, 

cutlery and edged tools, cycle accessories, linoneum, carpets, rugs, and wallpaper.

The coimninication o f  the 6th June la s t  from the Minister fo r  Local Government and Public 

Health on the proposed increase 4n the salary o f  Mr* Byrne, C lerical Assistant, a matter 

which had been adjourned on several occasions, was again brought forward, and a le tter  

re lative to i t  from the I r i s h  Local Government O f f ic ia ls  Union and addressed to the Mayor 

was read-

The Union complained that although they asked on the 25th February, 1930, that Mr. Byrne1 s 

salary should be increased, s t i l l ,  i t  was not u n t i l  the 12th June that the le tter had been 

replied to , and the Union did not consider that an answer was needed as i t  mg? ely set out 

how the application had been dealt with.

The le tte r  further stated that the Union had been in  comimnication with the Ministry of  

Local Government and Public Health on the matter o f  the increase, and had been informed that 

when the present Town Clerk was appointed in  1927, the Corporation were sat is f ied  that a 

Junior C lerical Assistant only was needed in  his o f f ic e ;  that such a position, to which Mr. 

Byrne was appointed, was advertised in  due course, and that to apply the scale^proposed by the 

Union would a lte r  the status o f  the position and would probable necessitate i t s  re-advertise-  

ment.

Having regard to the Ministry1 s view o f the matter, the Union did not now intend to press for 

the increase o r ig in a l ly  asked fo r , but expected that the Corporation would f i x  Mr; Byrne’ s 

salary  on their approved scale for Junior C lerica l O fficers , namely, £90 per annum on 

entrance to the service (subject to a maximm of £120 at 21 years o f  age) thence by annual 

increments o f  £5 to £150 per annum, thence by yearly increments o f £ 7 - 1 0 - 0 to £210, and 

thence by increments o f  £10 to a maxinum o f £260 per annum.

©: Wexford Borough Council



Councillor McMahon alluded to an anonymous le tter  which had recently appeared in  the local 

Press wherein the Corporation were criticized for the manner in  which a portion o f  William 

Street had been la id  in  concrete, but i t  was explained that this thoroughfare being a main 

road was under the control of the County Council, and the work referred to had been done by

their s ta ff .

The reason this particular Street was concreted was because the Cement Marketing Board had 

offered a supply o f cement to the County Council in  order that a test o f  a new system of  

road surfacing with compressed concrete could be made, and the Council accepted the o ffer

and allocated a sum o f £300 to provide the necessary labour.

Subsequently, however, the Board withdrew their o ffe r ,  and, under the circumstances, i t  was 

only possiole for the County Surveyor to treat so nfcch o f  the roadway as could be done for 

an inclusive sum of £300, and in  view o f a l l  the facts o f  the case i t  was agreed that the 

work had been completed as well as could be expected seeing that the material as well as 

the labour had to be provided out o f  the funds placed at the disposal of the Surveyor.

There was submitted for execution a Deed o f  i“ortgage for the repayment in  five years of a 

Loan o f £425 borrowed from the National Bank for the purchase and reconstruction of a 

Stores Depot at Trinity Street, which, on the 2L st July la s t ,  i t  had been decided to 

acquire.

The Deed was found to be in order in  every respect, and thereupon the 'following resolution

was unanimously adopted:

I t  was proposed by Councillor Thomas Walsh,

Seconded by Councillor Cyril Ross, and 

RESOLVED:- That pursuant to le tte r  o f  sanction o f  the Local Government Minister dated 15th 

August, 1930, the sum o f £425 be borrowed from the National Bank Limited, Wexford, for the 

purposes therein mentioned, to be repaid within f ive  years with interest at the rate of 

half per cent, under Ir ish  Banks’ Rate, varying subject to a minimum of four per cent, per 

annum, as in said le tter o f sanction provided. And i t  i s  further resolved that the Seal 

of the Council be affixed to the necessary Mortgage over the Rates to secure the said Loan* 

There was la id  before the meeting a communication from the Department of Education under 

date of the 22nd September, 1930, No.7779, intimating that the Minister for Education, with 

the consent of the Minister for Local Government and Public Health, had appointed the 

present date for the f i r s t  election by the Council o f a Vocational Education Committee for 

the Town in accordance with the requirements of the Vocation Education Act, 1930, which 

became Law on the 21st July la st .

This Committee was to consist o f  fourteen members, of whom not less than five  nor more than 

eight were to be members o f the Council, and regard was to be had to the interest and 

experience in education of the persons proposed to be elected*

This matter had already engaged the attention o f the Finance and Works Committee so that a 

suitable Body could be set up, and on the motion of Councillor McMahon, seconded by 

Councillor T* Walsh, i t  was resolved, Councillor Bolger dissenting, that the following 

seven members o f the Council be elected to serve on the Committee, v iz * : -  The Mayor, 

Aldermen Billington, Rossiter, Hayes, and Councillors T* Walsh, Martin, and McCabe*©: Wexford Borough Council



which, according to him, had been submitted but was not read, and contended that thus a slur was 

cast on the I r i sh  Language.

The Mayor emphatically denied this allegation and reminded the meeting that the le tte r  referred  

to was not submitted to the General Meeting at a l l  but was la id  before the Finance and l/forks 

Committee held immediately afterwards, and as i t  was merely an application for tenancy of one o f  

the house^being bu ilt  on St, John’ s Road i t  was treated as were a l l  similar applications and 

f i led  to be dealt with when the houses were being let*

L ia b i l i t ie s  which had accrued due up to the end of la3t month, amounting, in  the aggregate, to 

£2,925 -  2 -  4-, were brought forward for payment* Included in  them were items amounting to 

£13 being the expenses o f  two Delegates who had attended the recent Conference o f the Ir ish  

Municipal Authorities Association held in  Sligo.

I t  was pointed out that by the Local Conferences Order, 1923, the Council were empowered to pa^ 

he reasonable expenses o f  the Delegates, but that the îm now claimed would be subject to 

review at the Audit o f  the Accounts, and that the responsibility  for i t s  payment would rest 

with the signatories o f  the Treasurer's Advice Note*

The total accounts as presented were then passed for payment-

On the motion of Councillor McMahon, seoonded by Councillor O'Leary, the sympathy o f the

meeting was extended to the re la t ives  o f  the la te  Senator Sir Bryan Mahon, and on the motion ol

the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Gaul, a sincere vote o f  ooncblence was passed to Councillor
recently

John Atkins in  the heavy bereavement which had/befallen him by the death o f  his young wife.

The Mayor referred to an outbreak o f  f i r e  which had occurred on the 1st September last at 

premises in  Selskar Street, and to crit ic ism s made as to the delay in  the attendance of the 

Fire Brigade on the occasion, and wished to make i t  clear that no blame whatever attached lo tie  

Brigade for their belated appearance on the scene*

In a report received from the Captain o f  the Fire Brigade which was read i t  appeared that 

although the outbreak was discovered at 7“ 30 on the morning in question, yet, he received no 

notification o f i t  u n t i l  twenty minutes afterwards , when he, with the Turncock and two ot ti.e 

iJrigade members, immediately proceeded to Selskar Street and found that the f i r e  was but a 

s l i  ,ht one which resulted in  a small o ld  bakehouse being partly  burned.

Furthermore, the Superintendent o f  the Garda Siochana explained by le tte r  that although he haa 

telephoned to the Turncock (to whose residence a special line  for the purpose was la id  on) 

immediately he received notice o f the f i r e ,  he could not get into comirunication with him until  

7-40 a. m. and that everything possible had been done by the Gardai to ensure the attendance of 

the Brigade on the morning in question*

The Mayor thought i t  but right to give publicity to the above facts so as to clear the members 

of the 'Brigade from the undeserved aspersions cast on them*

Referring to proposed increase in the salary of Mr* John J. Byrne, C ler ica l Assistant, a matter 

adjourned from last meeting, the Mayor stated that he had had a consultation with some of the 

members o f the Executive o f the Ir ish  Local Government O f f ic ia ls '  Union in  Dublin on a recent 

occasion, and as a resu lt , the Union had again decided to approach the Minister for Local 

Government and Public Health and endeavour to prevail on him to consent at least to the scale 

of salary adopted by the Council on the 2nd June la s t .

Under these circumstances, i t  was decided to await the result o f  the Union's efforts  before 

coming to any decision on this matter.

©: Wexford Borough Council



A question was raised as to the position o f this Contractor i f  he employed a non trade 

union painter on his other contracts, while he or a union painter was engaged at the work 

on the Town Hall, but i t  was pointed out that this was a supposititious case which could be

dealt with i f  and when i t  arose.

The Mayor reported the result o f an interview which Alderman Hayes and himself had had on a 

recent occasion with O ff ic ia ls  o f the Minister for Local Government and Public Health in  

Uiblin as to the reported sale by the Wexford Board o f Health o f  the disused fever hospital

buildings at Grogan's Road.

In view o f the fact that the Fever Hospital had been transferred to New Ross, the intended 

sale had caused imch uneasiness in the town as i t  was feared that Wexford with i t s  12,000 

inhabitants was to be l s f t  without any accommodation for fever cases.

This serious want had been brought under the notice o f  the Minister so fa r  back as the 22nd 

November, 1928, and on various subsequent occasions, and a Committee o f  the Council had 

also visited the Offices o f  the Ministry in an effort to prevail on them to see that proper 

provision was made loca lly  for an outbreak o f  infectious disease in the town and the 

surrounding rural areas, and although a promise o f  f a i r  treatment had been given, s t i l l ,  so 

far, nothing had been cbne to meet the situation •

Under these circumstances, when the i  ntendedsale o f  the Grogan's Road buildings becare

known, the Finance and VJbrks Comnuttee had again considered the matter, and Alderman Hayes

was asked to acoompany the Mayor to Lublin.

They were received on the 2nd instant, and pointed out that Wexford Town did not expect tue 

County Fever Hospital to be centred in  Wexford, but consi dered that Enniscorthy, Gorey,

New Ross, and Wexford, should each be provided with an iso la t ion  hospital, and i t  was only 

right to say that this view appeared to have been sympathetically received.

I t  was also pointed out to the Bepartment that Wexford being a seaport town was liab le  to 

be a port o f entry for cases o f  infectious disease from overseas, as was also Ballygeary 

which would mean that such patients would have to be conveyed a distance o f, at least, 24

miles to the present Fever Hospital, and th is  applied as well to loca l patients, so that

the want of a building in Wexford was apparent.

The O ff ic ia ls  o f the Department appeared to be impressed with the case made out, but 

intimated that the derelict hospital in Grogan’ s Road would not again be approved, but the
s

Mayor gathered that i f  the Minister were asked to wlthold assent to the sale of the premise 

u ntil  ample provision was made for the needs o f Wexford i t  would receive favourable

consi deration.

The Council were satisfied  that everything possible was being done , so far as they were 

concerned, to safeguard the interests o f the people of the town in  this important matter, 

and the following resolution was thereupon unanimously adopted:- 

proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Alderman Billington:

"That we beg to direct the attention of the Minister for Local Government and Public Health 

to the proposal o f the County Wexford Board of Health and Public Assistance to dispose of  

the former fever hospital buildings in Wexford, and respectfully  request him not to 

sanction such sale un t il  the Board of Health indicate what provision they intend to make 

for the accommodation o f fever patients in Wexford and the surrounding rural a reas .w©: Wexford Borough Council
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It  was further resolved on the motion o f Councillor O’ Leary, seconded by Councillor Fobs, that^O  

the following non-members o f the Council be elected as the remaining seven members o f  th« 

Committee, namely:- Rev. John Sinnott, Catholic Administrator; Rev. Chancellor Renrdson, 

protestant Rector; Rev. Bro. Lu ttre ll ,  Superior Christian Brothers; Miss Alice Fennell, French 

Correspondent; Mr. Thomas Barnes, Works Manager Star Ironworks; Mr. John Martin, Vforks Manager 

of the M ill  Road Ironworks; and Mr. John Dunne, Commercial Traveller.

A letter under dnte o f the 3rd instant from the Ir ish  Sailors and Soldiers Land Trust was read- 

This was to the effect that i t  was hoped to invite tenders fbr the erection on St. John’ s Road

of houses under the Trust on an early date, and as i t  would be necessary to make a suitable

roadway to the houses they suggested that the Council should undertake the construction o f such 

a road on condition that the Trust would be responsible for f i f t y  per cent, o f  the cost.

The meeting was not prepared to come to a decision on th is  matter o f f  hand, and so to enable i t

to be fu l ly  considered Councillor Gaul gave notice o f his intention to move at next Statutory 

Meeting that the Council would undertake to lay down a macadam road for the houses in  question, 

but only on condition that the Sailors and Soldiers Land Trust would be responsible for payment 

of f i f t y  per cent, o f  the entire cost*

This notice was accepted, and the Borough Surveyor was directed to prepare in the meantime an 

estimate o f  the a l l - i n  cost o f  making such a road.

The Ir ish  National Assurance Company Limited, o f  College Green, Dublin, by le tte r  dated 3Cth 

September, 1930, requested to be allowed to tender for the insurance o f  a l l  the Corporation 

property according as the premiums f e l l  die fo r renewal.

I t  was pointed out that on the 6th December, 1926, the Council decided that from that date a l l  

such insurances were to be transacted through and with the I r i sh  Public Bodies Mutual Insurances 

Limited, and so Councillor Ross gave notice o f  his intention to move on the 3rd proximo that 

such decision be revoked in  order to permit o f  the request o f  the Ir ish  National Assurance 

Company being considered.

This notice was also accepted.

Referring to minutes o f the 1st September la s t ,  a le tte r  from the Department of Local Government 

and Public Health under date o f  the 3rd instant, No. 66234, was read intimating that no

objection would be raised to the acquisition o f  plot o f  land at Maudlintown for £200 as a site

for fourteen working class houses, but as to the ground at H i l l  Street, an estimate of the cost 

of clearing this s ite  was desired, and the Town Surveyor was directed to furnish the necessary 

information with the least possible delay.

In  response to advertisements inserted in  the loca l newspapers, four tenders for painting work

to be executed on certain parts o f the Town Hall were sent in .

they were opened and found to be from the following painters who were prepared to execute the 

work for the sums set opposite their names as follows:

Michael Doyle, o f C liffo rd  Street -------------------------------------- ------------------------------- £54 -  18 -  0.

Nicholas McEvoy, of Cornraarket--------------------------------------------------------------------- ------  3 2 - 1 0 - 0

McCarthy & Sons, of Waterloo Road ----------------------------------------------------------------------- 2 3 - 1 4 - 6

John Butler, o f High S t r e e t ---------------------------------------------------------------------------------  27 -  10 -  0.

On the motion of Councillor John Walsh, seconded by Councillor McMahon, the tender of Mr. Butler

being the lowest o f the four was unanimously accepted.©: Wexford Borough Council



Councillor O’ Leary:

"That the Council undertake to lay down a macadam road for houses to be erected on the St. 

John's Foad by the Trish Sailors and Foldiers Land Trust, but only on condition that the 

Tri st w i l l  be responsible for payment o f  f i f t y  per cent* o f  the entire c o s t .”

This proposal had been before the Housing Committee on the 21st ultimo, who, after much 

consideration, had sent forward the following recommendation, v i z . : -

"That no part o f the cost o f  the road, which is  estimated to amount to £208 -  12 -  0, be 

defrayed by the Council, but that when i t  i s  constructed by the Trust, the Council w i l l  

take i t  over, and thereafter be responsible for i t s  maintenance. ”

The Mayor now moved the adoption of this recommendation, explaining that the Housing 

Committee considered that this concession was as much as could be expected bearing in mind 

the fact tnat the Council had always disclaimed l i a b i l i t y  for the upkeep o f private 

roadways serving terraces o f houses in  various parts o f  the town, and as well that the road

when made would form a cul-de-sac.

Councillor Murphy seconded the adoption o f  the recommendation, and on a division, i t  was

declared carried by sixteen votes to. four against*

As per notice given at last  Statutory Meeting, Councillor Ross proposed that the resolution 

of the 6th December, 1926, whereby from that date the entire insurance o f the Corporation 

was to be transacted with and through the medium o f  the Associated Local Authorities

Insurances Limited, be rescinded.

Tni s motion was seconded by Councillor Crosbie*

I t  was intimated that Representatives o f  the Local Authorities insurances Limited, ar:d of 

the Ir ish  National Assurance Company Limited were in  attendance and wished to lay their 

views before the meeting, and on the motion o f  Alderman Rossiter, seconded by Councillor

Murphy, i t  was unanimously decided to accede to th is  request*

Messrs. Brennan and Lennon of the former Company, and Messrs. Ryan and Whitty of the Irish

National were then heard seperately*

The former pointed out the advantages enjoyed by the Council in having their insurance 

effected through the I r ish  Public Bodies Company, while Messrs* Ryan and Whitty endeavoured 

to prove that i t  would be profitable for the Corporation to throw the business open to 

competition between a l l  purely Trish Insurance Companies.

A very protracted discussion resulted, at the end o f which the motion proposed by 

Councillor Ross was put to the meeting, whan, on a poll having been taken, there voted 

For i t  Councillors Ross, Crosbie, O’ Leary, McMahon, Goodison, Aldermen

Connolly and Billington --------------------------------------------------------------------  7*

Against i t  Councillors Power, McCabe, Gaul, Murphy, Atkins, Donohoe, John 

Walsh, Thomas Walsh, Aldermen Hayes, Rossiter, Gibson, and the

Mayor.---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 12.

Declined to vote Councillor C lancy----------------------------------------------------------------------  1.

The rescinding motion was therefore declared lo st .

As a decision on the question was not taken t i l l  10-15 p. m*,it was arranged to adjourn 

consideration o f  the other items on the agenda to Monday, the 10th instant, and the meeting

thereupon arose- ^

%  tU / jy
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The recent drowning fa ta l ity  in the Harbour was alluded to, and i t  was suggested that the 

Harbour Commissioners should be requested to provide fixed iron ladders at certain points along 

the Quay side leading down to the water to fa c i l i t a te  rescue in  future.

This suggestion was adopted.

3rd November, 1930-

A Statutory Meeting o f  the Council was held tnis day at tn.e Town Clerk* s O ffice at ha lf—past 

seven o' clock p. m.

The members present were:-

Ricnard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen.* James B illington , Nicholas Co n o lly ,  Richard Gibaon, Thomas Rossiter, and

Thomas Hayes.

Councillors: Tnomas Walsh, William Goodison, John Walsh, Garrett lonohoe, John Atkins,

Patrick Clancy, James McMahon, James Murphy, James Gaul, John J. C'Leary,

Patrick McCaoe, James Crosbie, Cyril Foss, and v i l l i  am J. Power-

The minutes o f  meeting o f  the 6th October, 1930, were read and signed

Councillor Atkins returned sincere thanks for the sympathy extended to him on the recent death 

of his w i fe •

L iab i l i t ie s  which had accrued due up to the end o f  la s t  month, amounting, in the aggregate, to 

£4,232 -  5 -  1 l, were submitted, and having been examined were approved, and an Advice Note 

was signed to enable them to be discharged.

The question o f the intended sale o f  the disused fever hospital buildings in  Grogan's Road

which was discussed at la s t  meeting was again brought forward, but a telegram received by the 

Mayor from the Secretary o f  the Department o f  Local Government and Public Health was read 

which stated that, so fa r ,  no decision on the sale had been come to by the Minister, and so 

the matter was not further pursued.
♦

At the request o f  the Finance Committee, who had already considered i t ,  a report irom the

Superintendent o f the Garda Siochana was read.

This had reference to a breach o f the Towns Improvement Act, 1854, by a Air. Thomas Luccan, o f  

St. Peter 's  Square, who, on a recent occasion, had been found by the Gardai depositing parcexs 

o f rubbish on the public street.

Mr. Luccan had tendered a written apology for his action, and promised not to offend in  like  

manner in future, and so the Committee decided not to institute lega l proceedings against him 

for the offence, but arranged for the whole matter to be brought before the present meeting so 

that i t  could secure publicity  through the medium o f  the loca l Press, and thus act as a 

deterrent to others who might be disposed to l i t t e r  the streets with rubbish.

In accordance ^rith notice given on the 6th ultimo, Councillor Gaul proposed the following  

^ t io n ,  which, i f  carried, he believed, would induce the Trust to expedite the erection o f  the 

houses, a matter which was in abeyance for the past ten years, Pnd which was seconded by
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be stipulated l*or those engaged in the industries ooncerned. "

This  was seconded by Councillor Ross and was adopted, but with Councillor Saul dissenting, 

as he maintained that a vote should have been taken on the resolution in i t s  orig inal form

only.

The resoli tion as amended was then proposed by Councillor Iforphy, and seconded by Councillor 

Ross. i t  was put to the meeting and was adopted, Councillor Gaul not voting.

Tt was in the following terms:

"That we, the Urban District Council of Wexford, ca ll on the Minister for  

Agriculture to introduce a Measure in  the Dail as soon as possible after i t  

assembles prohibiting tne importation o f  bacon o f  a l l  kinds as well as o f  oats 

for feeding purposes from any foreign country into the Ir ish  Free State, but 

tnat before i t  operates a l iv ing  wage should be stipulated for those engaged 

in tne industries ooncerned, and that a copy o f this  resolution be forwarded 

to the .minister for Agriculture- "

'  / -  /

17th November, 1930

a Special i*eeting o f  the Cbuncil, convened in accordance with the requirements o f  the 

Public L ib ra r ie s  (Trelaad) Act, 1894, was held th is  day at the Town Clerk’ s O ffice, at

half-past seven o’ clock p. m.

The members present were:- 

Richard Corish, Esq., iviayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: Thomas Rossiter, James B illington, and Thomas Hayes-

Councillors: James Murphy, Garrett Ibnohoe, Patrick Clancy, John Atkins, Edward Bolger,

and Patrick ixIcCabe*

The meeting had been summoned in order to regularize the procedure regarding the Rate 

chargeable on the Urban District for the Public L ibrary Service in future, and to enable 

this to be done, according to a coraittmication o f  the Department of Local Government and 

Public Health dated the 22nd September, 1930, and received through the Secretary of the 

County Council, i t  would be necessary, in the f i r s t  instance, to adopt the Public 

Libraries  Act (Ireland) 18 55. Then the Urban Council should relinquish in  favour of the 

County Council a l l  their powere and duties under the L ibraries  Acts, 1855 to 1920, in  

accordance with the provisions of Section 65 ( 6) o f  the Local Government Act, 1925, and 

come to an agreement with the County Council as to the annual sum, within the maximum 

lim it of threepence in the Pound, which should be contributed through the Urban Poor Rate 

for the expenses o f the Wexford Town portion o f the Library Service, which sum in the 

current year came to £42 - 1 3 - 4 *

Thereupon, on the motion o f Alderman Rossiter, seconded by Alderman Billington, i t  was 

unanimously resolved:

"That the Public Libraries Act (Ire land) 1855 be and i s  hereby adopted in the Urban 

District o f Wexford, and that this Resolution shall come into operation on 

Thursday, the f i r s t  day of January, 1931."©: Wexford Borough Council



10th November, 1930.

An adjourned Statutory Meeting of the Council was held this day at the Town Clerk's O ffice at 

hall-past seven o' clock p. m.

The members present were:- 

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, i n the Chair.

Aldermen: Thomas Hayes, Thomas Rossiter, and Richard Gibson.

Councillors: John Walsh, James MciKiahon, Patrick Clancy, John J* O’ Leary, John Atkins,

James Murphy, Garrett Lonohoe, Edward Bolger, Thomas Walsh,Cyril Ross, add 

James Gaul.

The minutes of meeting o f the 3rd instant were read and signed, and with reference thereto, a 

letter from The Ir ish  Sailors and Soldiers Land Trust was read noting with pleasure that when 

they would construct roadway for houses to be bu ilt  on St. John* s Road, the Corporation wotlri 

thereafter be responsible for i t s  maintenance*

On the motion o f  the Mayor, seconded by Councillor T» Walsh, the sympathy o f  the meeting was 

extended to the re la t ives  o f  the la te  Peter Roche, an employee o f  the Cbuncil for over forty  

years.

Tenders for a l l  the printing vork required by the Cbuncil in  the ensuing twelve months were 

received from the Wexford "Free P ress" and Wexford "People" Offices, and the examination of the 

various items in  each tender was entrusted to the Finance and Vforks Committee with instructions 

to accept the lower item in every case.

At the request o f  the Tullamore Urban Council, a resolution in the following terms was 

unanimously adopted as proposed by Councillor T* Walsh, seoonded by Councillor Gaul;

"That we, the members o f  the Wexford Urban Cbuncil, ca ll upon the Government to 

forthwith introduce le g is la t ion  to carry out the recommendations o f the Town 

Tenants' Commission appointed by them over tvro years ago*"

A resolution which was received from the Longford Urban Council was also adopted unanimously- 

I t  was proposed by Councillor Murphy, seconded by Councillor T» Walsh, and ran as follows:

"That owing to the abnormal increase in  loca l rates occasioned by the upkeep anc maintenance 

of Main Roads, we c a l l  upon-the Government to substantially restric t  heavy Motor T ra f f ic  

and at the same time to regulate the speed o f  l igh ter motor trading vehicles to a 

maximum o f  ten miles per hour.

"That in view o f the serious loss o f goods and passenger t r a f f i c  sustained by the 

Railways, whereby they are compelled to considerably reduce their workers and so 

add to unemployment, we ca l l  on a l l  public bodies in the i'ree State to give their  

earnest consideration to this Resolution, and in dealing with i t  to take into 

account the fact that the Railway Companies pay their fu l l  share of the loca l yates, 

while the motor t r a f f i c  owners pay nothing, although their t r a f f i c  i s  responsible

for almost a l l  o f  the wear and tear o f  the Roads."

A third resolution forwarded by the Urban Council o f Tralee was submitted. I t  advocated the

prohibition o f imports o f  bacon as well as o f oats for feeding purposes.

was the occasion of a lengthy debate, and before i t  was put to the meeting the Mayor proposed 

that there be added to i t  the following words: "but that before i t  operates a l iv ing  wage should
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with the local O ff ic ia ls  o f the Union on behalf o f their Executive, arid these O ff ic ia ls  

submitted a recommendation which they thought would receive sanction, although making i t  

clear that they had not been empowered by the Executive to put i t  forward as a Union

demand.

The Finance Committee, to which this recommendation had been referred, however, did not 

see their way to agree to i t ,  but favoured the alternative one as drawn up by the Sub­

committee above referred to, which they advised the present meeting to accept.

Tt ran as follows:

"That in connection with the matter o f increase of salary proposed to be given 

to Mr. John J. Byrne, C lerical Assistant, we recommend that his salary be 

increased by a sura of £10 per annum as from 1st April, 1930, and that on every 

subsequent 1st April i t  be further increased by HO a year until a salary of  

£200 per annum i s  reached, as suggested in le tte r  from the Minister for Local 

Government and Public xiealth dated the 5th May, 1930, No. 24348; and that

this be without prejuoi.ce to any furtner action which the I r i sh  Local
OfGovernment O ff ic ia ls ' Union may take to standardize the salaries o f  their X

members in future* "

The -uiayor now proposed tnat tni s recommendation be adopted* Thie was seconded by 

Councillor Goo di son, but Councillor Gaul, as an amendment thereto, moved:

"That tne proposal submitted to the Sub-Committee by the Representatives of 

the Local Government O f f ic ia lsT union on the 24th November la st  be adopted, 

namely, 'That we accept the incremental scale outlined in  the Minister's letter  

o f the 5th May, 1930, No. 24348, to operate fo r  two years as from 1st April

last , and that on and after that date Mr* Byrne be put on the superior scale

applicable to junior clerks employed in  the 7,Texford County Council Offices, 

namely, £150 per annum rising by increments o f  £7 -  10 -  0 un t il  his salary 

reacnes £201 per annum when h is  increments w i l l  be raised to £10 un til  a 

maximum salary of £234 per annum i s  reached*’ ”

This amendment was seconded by Councillor Thomas Walsh, but on a division was lost as 

twelve members were against i t ,  and only five in  favour o f  i t ,  one member not voting one

way or the other.

The Mayor's proposal, to adopt the recommendation favoured by the Finance Committee, was 

then put to the meeting, and was carried by twelve votes to five against, with one member

again not voting-

A le tter  from the Department of Local Government and Public Health under date o f the 19th 

November, 1930, No. 85680, was read. I t  directed attention to the fact that there were 

693 vaccination defaulters in the Borough on 30th September la st ,  and called on the Council

to take active measures to compel these to obey the law.

In reply to a query put, i t  was stated that since December, 1925, lega l proceedings had 

been taken against 77 delinquents, and that the total cost o f such proceedings amounted to 

£4b* -  4 -  0, and further, that from 30th September to present date, Dr* Pierse, the 

Dispensary Liedical O fficer, had vaccinated fourteen children.

Thereupon Councillor Power proposed that no action be taken on the coranunication, and this

was seconded by Councillor Caul, but Alderman Billington moved that twenty names be
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I t  was further decided to come to a provisional agreement on an early date with the County

Council as to the sum to be contributed towards the Library Service in future years, so that

it  could be f in a l ly  approved as soon as possible after the 1st January, next, and when such

agreement had received the sanction of the Minister for Local Government and Public Health

the sum settled upon would be included in the Poor Rate Demand for Financial Year 1931-2 and 

subsequent years*

39

1st December, 1930.

A Statutory Meeting o f  the Council was held th is  day at the Town Clerk’ s O ffice, at half-past  

seven o' clock p. m.

The members present were:- 

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in  the Chair.

Aldermen: James B il lington , Thomas Rossiter, Thomas Hayes, and Richard Gibson.

Councillors: Cyril Ross, James McMahon, Thomas Walsh, m iliam  J. Power, John Walsh,

John Atkins, Patrick Clancy, Garrett Donohoe, James Gaul, James Murphy,

Edward Bolger, William Goodison, and Michael Martin.

The minutes of meetings o f  the 10th and 17th November, 1930 were read and signed.

L ia b i l i t ie s  which had accrued due up to the end o f la s t  month, amounting, in the aggregate, to 

£2,267 -  10 - 7 , were submitted, and having b<en examined were approved, and an Advice Note 

was signed to enable them to be discharged.

Allusion was made to decision come to on the 3rd ultimo to take over and maintain a roadway 

which the Ir ish  Soldiers and Sa ilo rs  Land Trust proposed to construct to serve houses about to 

be bu ilt  by them, and mertibers complained that notwithstanding this concession on the part of 

the Council, no steps had, so fa r ,  been taken to commence building operations, although O ff ic ia ls  

of the Trust had paid several v i s i t s  to the site which had been acquired many months ago.

I t  was, therefore, proposed by Councillor Gaul, seconded by Alderman Billington> and unanimously 

RESOLVED:- That we urge upon the Sailors and Soldiers Land Trust the advisability  o f erecting 

the dwellings on St. John's Road without further delay as the ex-servicemen for whom they are 

intended are clamouring for them, and as well,  the work would re lieve , to some extent, the 

unemployment which is  r i f e  in the town-

The proposed increase in the salary o f Mr. John J. Byrne, C lerical Assistant, was again brought 

orward-

The meeting was reminded that this matter had been before the Council on various occasions since 

the 24th March la s t ,  and that on the 6th October txmm i t  had been s t i l l  further adjourned to 

see i f  the Local Government O ff ic ia ls ' Union would succeed in securing the assent o f  the 

Minister for Local Government and Public nealth to the scale adopted on the 2nd June, 19?0, but 

from a comirunication received from the Union, i t  seemed that their e ffo rts  had not been attended 

with success.

Then a Special Sub-Committee of the Council on the 24th ultimo had had an interchange o f views©: Wexford Borough Council



5th J anu ar y, 1931 •

A Statutory Meeting o f the Council was held this day at the Town Clerk's Office, at ha lf­

past seven o'clock p. m.

The members present were:-

Ri chard Corish, F,sq- , Mayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: Thomas Hayes, James Billington, Thomas Rossiter and Richard Gibson.

Councillors: James Murphy, Garrett Donohoe, John Walsh, Edward Bolger, Thomas Walsh,
✓  J

William Goodison, James McMahon,Patri ck Clancy, James Gaul, Cyril Foss,

William J. Power, James Crosbie, and Michael martin.

The minutes o f meeting of the 1st Lecember, 1930, were read and signed.

L iab i l i t ie s  wnich had accrued due up to the end o f  last  month, amounting, in the aggregate, 

to £1,863 -  8 -  1l, were submitted, and having been examined were approved, and Advice

Motes were signed to enaDle them to be discharged.

Attention was called to a misstatement wni cn naa recently appeared in  the "Irish Times" as 

to tne small number o f  men who were unemployed in Wexford. i t  seemed that i t  was reported 

in  the Paper that at a recent meeting o f  the Council i t  had been asserted that only eighty 

persons were out of vrork in the Town, whereas, as was well known loca lly ,  the number

witnout employment was largely  in  excess o f  tnat figure.

The meeting were unanimous in repudiating tne misstatement referred to, which was never 

made by any member of the Council, but i t  was thought that the error arose through a report 

submitted by the Superint©ndent o f  Home Help, Mr. Shortall, a short time ago to the effect 

that there were only eignty poor r e l i e f  recip ients on h is  l i s t s  for Wexford Town.

Referring to minutes o f la st  meeting, The Trish Sailo rs  and Soldiers Land Trust by letter  

stated that they were most anxious to commence building operations on St. John's Roac at 

the earliest possible moment, but that owing to the i l ln e s s  o f  the Architect who was in 

cnarge of the vrork, i t  had not been found possible to make a start so far, as i t  was not 

feasible to divert one o f  the other Arctiitects o f  the Trust to the Wexford Scheme- 

A report from the Public xiealth Committee was submitted. I t  had reference to the appoint­

ment o f  a temporary wnole-time Veterinary inspector for the supervision o f the meat supply

in the Borougn, and for duties in  connection with the Agricultural Produce (Fresh Meat)

Act, 1930.

The present meeting was informed that this matter had engaged the close attention o f the 

Committee constantly since September la s t ,  when an effort  had been made to secure from the 

Minister for Agriculture, on terms to be agreed upon, the part-time services o f the 

Veterinary Examiner engaged at the Wexford Meat Supply and Bacon Factory Limited, so that 

in  his spare time he could inspect the meat intended for consumption in the Town, but i t  

appeared that this O f f ic ia l 's  duties had to be confined solely to the examination o f  fresh 

meat for export as he was not an Officer of the Local Authority.

Then negotiations were entered into with the Minister for Local Government and Public 

Health and the Minister for Agriculture, as a result o f  which i t  was arranged, subject to 

the approval o f  tne Council, that the Corporation should appoint a whole-time Veterinary 

Inspector for one year in the f i r s t  instance for the supervision of the meat supply 

throughout the Town, who, as well, under Section 39 o f  the Agricultural Produce (Fresh 

Meat) Act, 1930, would be empowered to perform a l l  the duties imposed on a Veterinary
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selected for prosecution, and that these be chosen haphazard from the l i s t  o f  defaulters  

furnished by the Dispensary medical O fficer, and th is  notion was seconded by Councillor John 

Walsh.

A po ll  was taken on this latter proposal, when there voted

Por Councillors Martin, Goodison, Murphy, Donohoe, J. Walsh, Ross, Aldermen Gibson,

Hayes, Rossiter, B illington, and the Mayor --------------- —--------------------------------------------  1l

Against Councillors Bolger} Gaul, Atkins, Power, and T• Walsh. ----------------------------------------  5

Declined to vote: Councillors Clancy and McMahon. ---------------------------------------------------------------  2

On tne motion of Councillor Gaul, seconded by Councillor Ross, The Rev. Bro. Lu ttre l l ,  Superior 

o f tne Cnristian Bros., was appointed a member of the School Meals Committee to replace Rev.

Bro- Markey, transferred from Wexford.

Councillor Ross, one of the Delegates appointed to attend the Ainual Conference o f the 

Association o f I r ish  Mu dcipal Authorities neld in  SlijD in September la s t ,  gave a very 

exhaustive report o f  the proceedings of the Congress for whi cn he received the unanimous thanks 

of the meeting.

I t  was reported that no tenders had been received for tne conversion into w. c ' s o f  the sanitary 

conveniences-in the Council's seven houses at Monument place, althougn advertisements of the

work had been duly issued, and the matter was referred to the Public riealth Committee to be

dealt with as they saw f i t .

The recent t a r i f f  placed on imported butter was alluded to, and great dissatisfaction was 

expressed by the meeting at the unwarranted increase which the farmers had charged for butter 

whicn tney had offered for sale through the town on the previous Saturday.

The Council, without exception, fe l t  much aggrieved that the imposition of the t a r i f f  (which 

they considered ju s t i f ia b le  under the circumstances as explained by the Mayor) should have been 

used by vendors o f  butter from the rura l areas as an excuse to increase the price of this 

cormodity which had been produced only the previous week, and considered that appropriate 

measures should be taken to see that consumers were not unduly mulcted in the prices cr.argec.

At the conclusion o f  the discussion, the following Resolution as proposed by the Mayor, anr: 

seconded by Alderman Hayes, was unanimously adopted, and copies of it  were ordered to be 

forwarded to the Minister for finance and the Minister for Agriculture* namely:

"That the attention of the Government be called to the local increase of sixpence

per pound in the price o f butter since the t a r i f f  o f £5 per cwt. was placed on 

imported butter, and wish to enter our strong protest against such increase wnich 

i s  altogether un just if iab le  in view o f the fact that there are ample supplies o f  

butter in the Country."

4°
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With reference to minutes o f  the 17th November la st ,  on wnich date the Public Libraries Act 

(Ire land) 1355, had been adopted, i t  was reported that the finance Committee had agreed 

with the County Council for the Corporation to contribute annually a sura equivalent to a 

rate o f  one halfpenny in the pound on the Valuation o f  the Borough towards the County 

Wexford Library Scheme, and that this agreement had been approved by the Minister for Local 

Government and Public Health as per letter o f  the 23rd December, 1930, No. 93902. 

Accordingly, on the motion of His Worship The Mayor, seconded by Councillor Gaul, i t  was 

unaniraou sly

RESOLVED: That in pursuance of Section 65 ( 6) o f  the Local Government Act, 1925, we, th e 

Wexford Urban District Council, hereby relinquish a l l  our powers and duties under the 

Public Libraries (Ireland) Acts, 1855 to 1920, in  favour o f  Wexford County Council, and 

that in accordance witn agreement come to with the la tte r  Body and approved by the Minister 

for Local Government and Public Health, a sum equivalent to a rate o f  one halfpenny in the 

Pound on tile Valuation o f  the Urban D istrict be raised in the Poor Pate in the Financial 

year 1931-2 and future years in respect o f  the f a c i l i t i e s  afforded the residents of the

District by the County Library Service*

The advisability o f  purchasing a small strip o f  land at Townparks from Mr. Richard Hore, of 

Windmill's H il l  was brought forward. i t  was stated that i t  was absolutely necessary that 

this strip, whi ca only contained about a sixteenth o f  an acre, should be acquired in order 

to enable the new road in course o f  construction between St. John's Road and Vagram Place

to be properly la id  out*

The Mayor and Councillor Goodison had interviewed Mr. Hore who at f i r s t  point-blank refused

to se ll  tile land, but after considerable persuasion had consented to accept £20 for his

interest in i t  for the unexpired term o f  his lease, namely, a period of 830 years.

I t  was thereupon proposed by Councillor John Walsh, seconded by Councillor McMahon, and

unanimou sly

RESOLVED: That the interest o f  Mr- Richard Hore in  portion o f land at Townparks containing 

296 square yards be acqaired out-and-out for a sura o f  Twenty Pounds*

Under date of the 30th December, 1930, the Commissioners o f  Public Works by letter drew 

attention to the provisions o f  the National Monuments Act, 1930, which, for the f i r s t  time, 

gave power to Boroughs and Urban Councils to deal with National Monuments in their areas, 

and enabled them to levy a rate for the preservation o f such monuments.

As i t  was seen that the Council could appoint an advisory committee o f  persons having 

experience or knowledge o f, or interest in architecture, archaeology, or some kindred 

subject, the comnunication was referred to the Finance and Works Committee who were asked 

to go fu lly  into the matter with a view to the appointment o f such a Committee.

A Copy o f  a resolution from the Waterford County Council was submitted. I t  called upon 

a l l  public bodies to demand the enactment o f a law by which they could reduce the salaries  

of a l l  their o f f i c ia ls  in receipt o f  salaries in excess o f  £300 per annum- 

Councillor Murphy moved the adoption of the Resolution. I t  was seconded by Alderman 

Billington , but on a division, i t  was declared lost as only the proposer and seconder voted 

in favour o f i t ,  while the other sixteen members voted against i t .

At tne request o f the Urban Council o f Dundalk, the following Resolution was unanimously 

adopted, on the motion o f  Councillor Thomas Walsh, seconded by Alderman Billington:
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examiner by the Act in  question.

The salary was fixed at £450, o f which £300 would be reftmded to the Corporation by the

Minister for Agriculture, and the Committee strongly urged the Council to make the appointment,

which they considered to be absolutely necessary i f  a sound meat supply was to be assured in 

the town.

The Committee had further carefully gone into the question o f the O ff ic e r 's  qualifications and 

duties, and after much discussion had unanimously agreed upon the following recommaidations 

under these heads which they now also submitted for the approval o f  the Council, namely:

"That the person to be appointed must be a member o f  the Royal College o f  Veterinary 

Surgeons, and be not less them twenty-five, or more than fo rty -f ive  years of age, 

and he must posers an knowledge o f  the I r i sh  Language*

He i s  not to undertake any private practise whatever, and i s  to be at the disposal 

of the Council at a l l  times on every Monday, Thursday, and Saturday, and as well, be

at their disposal on the remaining days o f  the week when not engaged at the Wexford

Bacon Factory on duty under the Agricultural Produce (Fresh Meat) Act, 1930.

The appointment i s  to be for a period o f  twelve months, and the salary i s  fixed at 

£450.

The duties o f  the person appointed w i l l  b e to see that the By-Laws with respect to 

the condition o f  slaughter-houses, and those for the decent and seemly conveyance of 

meat through the streets o f  Wexford are s t r ic t ly  observed, and as well, he w il l  be

required to see that-the By-Laws as to the sale o f  meat within the Borough are

fa ith fu l ly  complied with, and further, he w il l  have to carry out a l l  the duties 

prescribed by the Public Health (Veterinary inspection) Order, 1929*

In addition to the above, he must act as Veterinary Examiner under the Agricultural 

Produce (Fresh Meat) Act, 1950, and fo r  this duty, the Minister for Agriculture is  

to contribute a sura o f  £300 towards the tota l salary o f  £450. "

The present meeting was in thorough accord with the various steps taken by the Public Health 

Committee on the above important matter, and thereupon, on the motion o f Alderman Rossiter,

seconded by Councillor Power, i t  was unanimously

RESOLVED: That in pursuance o f Section 6 o f  the Local Authorities (O fficers  and Employees) Act, 

1926, we hereby request the Local Appointments Commissioners to recommend to us a person for 

appointment to the Office o f  temporary whole-time Veterinary Inspector on the terms and 

conditions set out above.

The question o f  the e l i g i b i l i t y  for the appointment o f Mr. Francis Staples, V. S ., part-time 

Veterinary In sp ec to r  in the Borough for the past twenty-two years under the Dairies, Cowsheds 

and Milkshops Order, 1908, had also been debated by the Committee, and they sent forward the 

following further recommendation for the approval of the present meeting, and this was also 

unanimously adopted, on the motion of Alderman Rossiter, seconded by>Councillor Power, v i z . : -  

"That we recommend the Council to request the Local Appointments Commissioners to 

permit Mr. F. Staples, V. S .,  to appear before the Selection Board as a candidate 

for the post, although he is  over 45 years o f  age, but in  view o f his long service

with the Corporation."

4l
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than seven minutes from that time he had had a line  o f  hose la id  on to the burning 

building, and reported further that every member o f  the Brigade was in attendance within

ten minutes o f the outbreak.

A store and a l l  the goods therein were completely destroyed, but the f i r e  was wholly

extinguished by one o’ clock on the morning o f the 2Sth ultimo.

The Mayor and other members of the Council bore testimony to the efficiency of the Brigade 

on the occasion, but as they had been unduly hampered by unauthorized persons handling the 

Brigade appliances, an earnest appeal was made to the public to desist from such a 

practice i f ,  unfortunately, any other outbreak o f  f i r e  should occur in future.

Alderman Rossiter drew attention to statements which had been made by Mr. T. Finlay, k. C. 

a candidate at the recent Bye-Election in  lublin  County, to the effect that in the near 

future a cement works was to be established in Balbriggan, and in connection with this  

matter, the Mayor read extracts from a voluminous correspondence extending over a period 

of several ninths which he had had with gentlemen in  America and in  London who were 

in te re s ted  in the actjii sition o f  the closed cement w>rks at Drinagh with a view to having 

them re-opened, and with the Ministry of industry and Co:araerce on the same subject.

Prom these extracts i t  appeared that the Syndicate interested were most anxious to 

purchase tne works i f  satisfactory terms could be arranged between the various parties  

in te re s te d  in the sale, and as this was a matter vshi ch v i t a l ly  concerned the Town and the 

adjoining rural area of Drinagh, the following Resolution was unanimously adopted on the 

motion of Councillor Clancy, seoonded by Councillor Thomas Walsh, v i z . : -

"That we call upon the Government not to sanction any proposal to open a cement 

vrorks in any other part of the Saorstat while there i s  one in existence at Drinagh, 

Wexford, and that a copy of this Resolution be forwarded to the President c f the 

Executive Council, and to the Minister fo r inchstry and Commerce. "

Councillor John Walsh gave notice o f  his intu ition  to propose at next Statutory Meeting 

that in future the letting o f  a l l  the Corporation dwellings be entrusted to the C o lle c to r  

of Corporation Rents, Mr. Richard Scallan, instead o f  such lettings being made by the 

Finance Committee as was the present practice.

This notice was accepted.

19th January, 1931*

A Special Meeting of the Council was held this day (pursuant to the Mayor's requisition) at 

the Town Clerk's Office, at half-past seven o'clock p. m.

The members present were:-

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in  the Chair.

Alderman: Thomas Hayes.

Councillors: John Walsh, Garrett Donohoe, William Goodison, Cyril Ross, Patrick Clancy,

James McMahon, James lAirphy, John Atkins, James Crosbie, Patrick McCabe,

Edward Bolger.

The Mayor alluded to the recent bereavement which had befallen Councillor Thomas V/alsh in  

the death o f  his father, the late Captain John Walsh, a well-known and much-respected
©: Wexford Borough Council



That having regard to the serious economic position in  which the t i l la g e  farmers o f  

Ireland now find themselves through no fault of their owi, and which i s  bound to 

become worse day by day, we, the Corporation o f  Wexford, call on the T. D’ s 

representing a l l  sections in the Country to meet at the earliest possible oppor­

tunity in order to evolve a workable Scheme calculated to save them from further 

lo ss , and, possibly, financial ruin.

We recommend that a National Granary -  one of the strongest planks in the early  

Sinn rein movement — be established with a view: —

(1) To ensure su ffic ient supplies for the Country in case o f  war or other emergency.

(2 ) To ensure for our own main industry a fa i r  and reasonable return in future* "

The following two Resolutions forwarded by the League o f the Kingship o f  Christ were also 

unanimously adopted on the motion o f  Councillor Gaul, seoonded by Councillor Murphy: —

(1) "Since i t  is  clear that the circulation o f  foreign lite ra tu re  o f  a degrading

character i s  a danger to our I r ish  culture and Christian standards, and since the 

existing laws are inadequate in  face o f  the magnitude o f  the evil and the abnormal 

situation o f  which i t  i s  a feature, th is  general meeting i s  o f  opinion that a 

fundamental change in the censorship law i s  r e t i r e d .

Hence i t  demands that no foreign publication shall be allowed into this Country, 

for circulation, u n t i l  i t  has been examined by a competent o f f i  ci al authority and 

reported to contain nothing o ffensive  to the trad itional standards o f  the people."

(2 ) "Since i t  is  manifest that I r i s h  Catholic culture and Christian morals are in peril

from the ac t iv it ie s  o f  cinemas, showing p r inc ipa lly  films o f unchristian orig in and 

degrading tendencies, this general meeting i s  o f  opinion that drastic measures are 

required to cope with the ev i l ,  and that a new and far more exacting system of 

censorship needs to be established* I t  demands, therefore, that in future no 

fi lm  shall be released for display, nor any film  advertisement be exhibited which 

i s  out of harmony with the moral sense and Christian standards of the people.'

The Wexford Branch of the Ancient Guild o f  incorporated Brick and Stonelayers drew attention to 

the attempts o f  engineers in the servica o f  the Government to force the use oi mass concrete 

throughout the Saorstat, which method, o f  building, i f  adopted in general, would mean the 

extinction o f  the trades o f  brick and stonelayers, and as well, as mass concrete was porous it  

formed a breeding ground for tuberculosis, rheumatism, and kindred diseases.

The Guild further stated that they had reason to believe that the Government were about to 

in it ia te  a general Housing Scheme in which mass concrete was to be the material used for the 

walls of the houses, and for the reasons stated above the Guild protested strongly against such 

a proposal on the part o f the Government, and asked the Corporation to join with them in the

protest.

The meeting, on the motion of C o u n c i l lo r  Thomas Walsh, seconded by Councillor Crosbie, warmly 

supported the Guild in their objections to the use o f mass concrete in  any general Housing 

Scheme which might be in contemplation.

Regarding outbreak o f f i r e  which had occurred on the premises o f  Messrs. Healy & Collins, South 

Main Street, on the night o f  the 27th December la st ,  the Captain o f  the Fire Brigade reported 

that he was no t if ied  o f the conflagration at 9-35 on the night in question, and that in less
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2nd February, 1931*

A Statutory Meeting o f the Council was held this day at the Town Clerk's Office at ha lf­

past seven o'clock p. m.

The members present were:-

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: Thomas Hayes and James Billington.

Councillors: James Gaul, William Goodison, Cyril Ross, Thomas Walsh, John Walsh,

James Murphy, Garrett Donohoe, William J. Power, Patrick Clancy,

James Mediation, Edward Bolger, John Atkins, John J. O’ Leary, and Michael

Martin.

Tne minutes of meetings o f  the 5th ana 19th January, 1931> were read and signed.

L ia b i l i t ie s  which had accrued due up to tne end o f  la s t  month, amounting, in the aggregate, 

to £2,267 • 5 : 10, were submitted, and having been examined were approved, and Advice

Notes were signed to enable tnem to be discharged.

The following comnuni cation regarding Resolution adopted on the 5th ultimo was read:

"Department OF INDUSTRY 
AND COMMERCE,

D U B L I N .

"10th January, 1931

"CeMeNt *

. 1 l  H ;

"lam desired by the Minister *o r industry and Commerce to re fer to the Resolution 

on the above subject transmitted with your le t t e r  o f  the 7 th instant.

"in reply to the Resolution the Minister desires me to state that i t  shoulo be 

clearly understood that i f  a satisfactory proposal i s  received for the opening of a ceipent 

factory anywhere in the Saorstat the Minister would not withhold approval o f that proposal 

merely on the ground that at some indefin ite  date some other party might or might not 

propose to start a works at Drinagh.

"Mise, le  meas,

(Signed) "H. S. Lforray,

"Runaidhe Aire.

"Nicholas Bolger, Esq.,
"Town Clerk,
"WEXFORD."

A le tte r  was also read from the Enniscorthy Urban Council promising to assist in every 

possible way in the efforts being made to secure the re-opening o f the Drinagh Cement Works. 

In connection with this matter, the Mayor mentioned that he was s t i l l  in comminication with 

the gentlemen in America who were interested in the acquisition o f  the Works, and that on a 

suitable occasion in the near future, the other four Deputies for Wexford County would join 

with him in pressing the claims of the closed Drinagh Factory on the Minister fo r Industry 

and Commerce*

An acknowledgement was read from Councillor Thomas Walsh o f receipt o f  vote of sympathy 

extended to him in  his recent bereavement for which he sincerely thanked the Council.©: Wexford Borough Council



native o f  Wexford, and one o f  i t s  rapidly diminishing band of old-time master mariners.

He proposed that the sympathy o f the Council be extended to Councillor Walsh in his sorrow.

The motion was seconded by Councillor McMahon, supported by several o f  the members, and adopted 

in respectfu l s ilence.

The Council then entered upon the business for which the present meeting was convened, namely, 

the consideration o f a letter from the Department of Local Government and Public Health on the 

matter of the proposed appointment of a Veterinary Inspector for the supervision of the meat 

supply in the town, and for duties under the Agricultural Produce (Fresh Meat) Act, 1950? as 

decided upon on the 5th instant.

This le t te r ,  which was read, was dated the 9th January, 1931, and numbered 1569. I t  intimated 

that the Minister had approved o f the remuneration o f £450 for a period o f  twelve months 

proposed to be paid to the Inspector, but suggested that the maximum age limit o f  fo rty -five  

years fixed for candidates for the position should be omitted.

(At this Juncture, Councillor Thomas Walsh attended.)

The Mayor explained that the Committee when fix ing  the age lim it between twenty-five and forty-  

five years had before them the probability  o f  the position being made permanent after the 

expiration o f a year, and so, in  view o f  the pension rights which would attach to i t ,  the 

Committee fe l t  that no applicant o f  over forty—five  years o f  age would be acceptable, except the 

present Veterinary O ff icer, Mr. F. Staples, V. S., who alreacfy had twenty-two years service with 

the Council under the Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops Order, o f  1908.

He (the Mayor) therefore proposedJthat as the maximum age lim it o f  fo rty -five  years fixed for 

the Veterinary Inspector about to be appointed was only arrived at after due deliberation, we 

cannot see our way to omit such lim it ,  as in  our opinion such omission would enable a person of 

mature age to be recommended for the position , and th is  would not be desirable in view of the 

superannuation clauses of the Local Government Act, 1925*

This motion was seconded by Councillor Clancy, S t  was supported by Councillors Thomas v.aish, 

uj Mahon and Murphy, and was adopted unanimously.

The meeting thereupon seperated-
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In accordance with notice given on the 5th January last , Councillor John Walsh moved* That 

in  future the power o f  le tt ing  a l l  the workmen1 s dwellings the property o f the Council be

delegated to the Rent C o llec to r ,  Mr. Richard Scallan.

This motion was seconded by Councillor Gaul, but on a division fa iled  to be carried, as 

only the proposer and seconder voted fbr i t ,  while the remaining fifteen  members voted

against i t .

There was submitted a circular le tte r  from the Department o f Local Government and Public 

Health under dateof the 26th Jaruary, 1931, No. 13, relating to the precautions to be taken 

against the spread o f influenza in view o f i t s  occurrence in various parts o f the Country. 

I t  was mentioned that the terms of this circular had already been published in the news­

papers, and that as well, the County Medical O fficer o f  Health, Dr. Bastable, was 

preparing, for insertion in the local press, a statement as to the best method o f combating 

the disease in the County, and so i t  was decided not to have the circular read or to take 

any action on i t .

At tne request of the Corporation o f  Kilkenny, the following Resolution was unanimously 

adopted on the motion o f  Councillor Atkins, seconded by Councillor Ross:

"That tne Minister for Local Government and Public Health be requested to permit Public 

Bodies in the Saorstat to accord the same preference ( i *  e*, 5 per cm t.)  to bona fide  

contractors wno are resident in  that area as public Bodies in  Northern Ireland are permit­

ted to give to local contractors in  that State* "

V

2nd March, 1931-

A Statutory Meeting o f  the Co-ncil was h e ld  th is  day at the Town C lerk 's  Office at ha lf­

past seven o' clock p- m.

The members present were:-

Richard Corish, Esq., Major, in  the Chair.

Aldermen: James B illington, Thomas Rossiter, and Richard Gibson.

Councillors: Patr ick  Clancy, W illiam J. Power, John Walsh, James Gaul, James McMahon,

Garrett Dononoe, W illiam Goodison, Edward Bolger, James Murphy, Thomas walb 

C yr i l  Ross, James Crosbie, John Atkins, John J. O’Leary, and Michael Jiiartin,

The Minutes o f  meeting o f  the 2nd B’ebruary, 1931, were read and signed.

L i a b i l i t i e s  which had accrued due up to the end oP la s t  month, amounting, in the aggregate,

to £1,941 - 15 -  1 l ,  were submitted, and having been examined were found correct, and

Advice Notes were signed to enable them to  be' discharged.

Votes o f  sympathy were extended to Councillor McMahon on the recent death o f  his brother-in- 

law, the la t e  Stephen Higginbotham; and Mr. P h i l l ip  Lacey, the Corporation Mason, on the

unexpected demise o f his brother, Michael.

Arisin ' out o f  the minutes o f  last meeting, Councillor McMahon alluded to a le tte r  from an 

anonymous writer which appeared in a recent issue o f  one o f  the loca l newspapers, wherein
©: Wexford Borough Council



There was submitted for adoption a aeries o f  By-Laws with respect to the slaughter-houses in the 

Town, the decent and seemly conveyance o f meat through the public thoroughfares, and the sale o f  

fresh meat within the Borough.

It  was mentioned that these By-Laws had been under the careful consideration of the Public 

£Health coroittee for a considerable time past, and that when they were being drafted, the local 

v ictua lle rs , as the people affected, had been consulted, with the result that the By-Laws in  

their f in a l  form had received their cordial approval.

Then they had been submitted for the provisional approval of the Minister for Local Government 

and Public Health, who, by le tte r  of the 2nd December, 1930, No. 77964, intimated that he would 

be prepared to confirm them when a l l  the necessary lega l preliminaries were complied with- 

Such preliminaries had been duly carried out, and no objection had been raised by any person to 

any of the By-Laws becoming operative, and as the present meeting were a l l  o f the opinion that 

the Codes should be brought into operation with as l i t t l e  delay as possible in view o f the 

impending appointment o f  a Veterinary inspector, the following Resolution was unaninxm sly 

adopted:

proposed by Councillor John J. O’ Leary,

Seconded by Alderman James B il l ington , and

REJSOLVED:- That the By-Laws now submitted with respect to slaughter-houses and the decent and

seemly conveyance o f meat through the public thoroughfares, as well as the By-Laws providing for

the inspection o f  fresh meat intended for sale within the Borough, be, and are hereby adopted,

and that in pursuance o f  Section 221 o f  the Public Health (Ire land) Act, 18^5, application is  

hereby made to the Minister fo r  Local GoVeifimgit and Public Health for confirmation of such 

By-Laws, and that the Corporation Seal be now affixed  thereto and attested by the signatures o f  

the Mayor and the Town Clerk.

•The two Codes, in duplicate, were thereupon duly sealed and signed.

Mr. James,J. O'Connor, S o l ic ito r ,  on behalf o f  Mr. Patrick McCabe, applied by letter for a

renewal o f  lease o f  premises at West-Gate, part o f  the Corporation Estate.

I t  was mentioned that the premises referred  to consisted o f  shop, stores, and gardens, and had

been demised to the la te  William Walpole on 1st September, 1855, for a term of ~]5 years at a 

rent o f  £25 a year. Mr. McCabe had acquired the former lessee’ s interest in the property, and 

as the term o f  the lease had now expired, he wished i t  to be renewed.

I t  was further reported that the Council were not empowered to grant a lease o f any oi theii- 

property for a longer term than that o f  thirty-one years without the consent o f the Minister for 

Local Government and Public Health, and that, under the circumstances, Mr. McCabe was w il l in g  to 

have the lease renewed for the shorter period.

Accordingly, on the motion o f Councillor Ross, seconded by Councillor O’Leary, i t  was unanimously 

RESOLVED: That in accordance with the provisions o f Section 140 o f the Municipal Corporations

(Ire land ) Act, 1840, Mr. Patrick McCabe be hereby granted a renewal, for a period o f thirty-one 

'years , o f  lease o f premises at West-Gate at present in his possession at the existing rent of 

Twenty-five Pounds per annum; that the lease be prepared by the Corporation So lic itor , and that 

Mr. McCabe be responsible fo r  payment o f  a l l  the lega l expenses consequent on the preparation

o f  the deed. ©: Wexford Borough Council



A Resolution from the Clones Urban District Council requesting the meeting to ask the 

Government to reduce by twenty-five per cent, the salaries o f  a l l public servants which 

were in excess o f £300 a year, so as to enable those entitled to an Old Age Pension to 

become e l ig ib le  at the age of s ixty -five  years, was marked ’’read" on the motion of

Councillor O 'Leary , seconded by Councillor Gaul-

Councillor Clancy passed some severe strictures on the action o f the Conductors o f  the 

"Daily Mail" Newspaper in publishing recently a review o f  a so-called L i fe  o f  Christ by an 

Austri an-Jew, which, by i t s  gross falsehoods, outraged the feelings o f  Christians o f a l l

deno mi nation s.

He ntoved that the Council express their deepest indignation at the disgraceful insults  

levelled  at the Redeemer o f a l l  Manid.nd, and as a reprisa l, and to mark their detestation 

of the "D i l y  m ail 's "  action, that the loca l newsvendors be requested to refuse to se l l  the

paper in ftiture*

The motion was seconded by Councillor Murphy, ^ipported by several members, and was adopted

unani.mou sly.

-  4 / .

23rd March, 1931.

A Special Meeting o f the Council was held th is  day (pursuant to the Mayor's requisition) 

at the Town Clerk's Office at ha lf-past seven o' clock p. ra.

! The members present were:- 

| Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in  the Chair.

Aldermen: Thomas Hayes, James B illington, and Thomas Rossiter.

Councillors: Patrick Clancy, Edward Bolger, John Walsh, Garrett Donohoe, William

Goodison, Thomas Walsh, John Atkins, James McMahon, James Murphy, William 4 

Power, Cyril Ross, John J. O'Leary, and James Gaul.

The meeting was convened to adopt, i f  thought well,  Committee recommendations on applic-

ations for increases o f remunaration in  certain cases, and on request o f  Ir ish  Tourist 

Association for a contribution towards their funds in the year 1931/2; to consider the 

Estimates, apart from the Poor Rate Estimate, o f  the several sums required to be raised to 

carry on the Municipal Administration in the coming Financial Year; and to accept a tender 

For a supply o f new milk under the Maternity and Child Welfare Scheme for year from 1st 

prox.

At the outset attention was directed to a report which had recently been submitted to the 

County Board o f Health by Dr. Bastible, County Medical O fficer, extracts from vtiich had 

appeared in the Dublin and local newspapers, wherein i t  was stated that the number of 

dairymen and milk vendors^ registered in Wexford under the Dairies, Cowsheds and Milkshops

Order, 1908, was n i l .

Exception was taken to th is  statement which was altogether erroneous, as during the year 

from 1st May, 1930, no less than 113 dairymen and purveyors o f  milk had been so registered, 

and Dr. Bastible had been furnished with the names and addresses o f  these people in

- Dec ember la st .

/ 3  / s
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i t  was stated that before the Drinagh Cement Tforks were shut (town three strikes had taken place

among the workmen there, the inference being that these were the main cause o f  the closing down

o f  the plac e.

Councillor McMahon gave th is  assertion an emphatic contradiction, and the Mayor al ® said that a 

ver. long period had elapsed between a strike at the works (not tnree as stated in the le tte r )  

and their c losing, and that it  was within his own knowledge, that immediately prior to the 

premises having been shut down the worknen had offered to accept a lower scale o f  wages as an 

inducement to the proprietors to keep them open, and the meeting were unanimously o f  the 

opinion that it  was injudicious to have published the anonymous communication referred to 

having regard to the e f fo rts  which were being made to get the Vforks again started.

There was la id  before the meeting The Street Trading ( Wexford Urban Li strict) Regulations, 1930, 

which were issued by the Minister for Justice in  compliance with request m< de to him on the 1st 

September la st  after the Street Trading Act, 1926, had be^i adopted.

These set out the various Forms to be issued to Street Traders and to Stall Traders, and

speciFied the various c l as sBo f  goods which Sta ll Traders were prohibited from o f f e r in g  fb r sale

in any part o f the Town, and i t  was decided to make a l l  necessary arrangements fo r  bringing the

Act into effective operation on Saturday, the 4th April, 1931.

In accordance with notice given by the Mayor at a recent meeting of the Waterworks Co mittee in

consequence o f complaints received o f  in fe r io r  taps having been used on the Water System he now 

moved:

"That Rule 3 ( a) o f  the Waterworks Regulations b e extended by arding after the words 

'and such 00 cks respectively shall also be o f  a kind from time to time sanctioned and 

approved by the Corporation ' the words 'namely, cocks supplied by Messrs. Guest and 

Chriraes, o f  Rotherham; Messrs. Stone, o f  Deptford; or Messrs. Blakeborough, of 

Brighouse; or cocks supplied by such other firm as may be approved by the Vaterworks 

Superintendent.' ”

This motion was seconded by Councillor Thomas Walsh, and was unanimously adopted.

As per notice given at la st  meeting-of the Finance and Vforks Committee, the Mayor also moved* 

That the new thoroughfare intersecting St. John's Road be known as "Davitt Road North'1 and 

"Davitt Road South".

Councillor Ross seconded th is  motion, which was unanimously agreed to-

I t  was reported that in response to advertisements in  the local newspapers, two tenders had been 

received for the erection o f water closets in  the seven Corporation dwellings at Monument Place- 

These having been opened proved to be from James Browne o f D is t i l le ry  Road who offered to erect 

the conveniences and bu ild  manholes for an inclusive sum o f £98, while William Underwood o f John 

Street was prepared to do the same work for £76 -  17 -  0 .

On the notion o f  the Mayor, seconded by Councillor O'Leary, i t  was resolved to accept the 

lower o f  the two tenders, as the price was considered reasonable.

As to the provision o f  water closets for two dwellings at Temperance Row, the property of Mrs- 

Me;Jiight, o f  Henrietta Street, which work the Public Health Committee on the 15th ultimo 

decided should be carried out under the provisions o f  Section 45 o f the Public Health (Jteland) 

Act 1978 i t  was found that only one tender had been received in  respect o f  this work, so i t  

was re fe rred  to the Conmdttee to be dealt with as they saw f i t .
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The following further recommendation sent fbrward by the Estimates Committee was unanim­

ously approved on the motion o f Councillor Thomas Walsh, seconded by Coincillor McMahon,

v i z . : -

"That a contribution o f Ten Pounds be made in  the Financial Year 1931/2 Prom 

the Borough Fund to the FUnds oF the I r ish  Tourist Association Incorporated 

in view oF the Eucharistic Congress to be held in Dublin in July, 1932, and 

on condition tiiat the attractions oF WexFord be brought specially before the 

travelling public by the Association, and that as required by Section 67 (2) 

of the Local Government Act, 1925, the Minister for Local Government and 

Public Health be requested to sanction such payment."

In present/^he Estimates o f sums to be raised by means o f  Rates in the Coming Financial 

Year, apart from tne Poor Rate, tne Demand for whi ch had not yet been received, the Mayor 

intimated tnat i t  had been found possiole to give considerable r e l i e f  to the ratepayers 

while s t i l l  making generous provision for a l l  Municipal Services, and stated that at the 

close o f the present Financial Year the finances o f  the Council would be in a very sound 

condition.

A ll l i a b i l i t i e s  had been S illy  met including payment o f  Loan charges as they f e l l  due, 

while tne Municipal flebt, apart from Housing Loans, amounted to the re lative ly  small sum of 

£13,542, o f  which £9,321 was in  respect o f  a L o a n o f  £10,570 raised in  1927 for the purpose 

of enlarging Coolree Reservoir, whil e the rateable valuation o f  the Town was £21,031.

During the Financial year now nearing i t s  close new wetermains and sewers had beei la id  in

certain parts oF tne Town For which a Lo an oF £1,557 ilac  ̂ been sanctioned, and tfc e various

activ it ies  o f  the Council had enabled 300 men to f ind  employment during the year on the

several works carried out from time to time-

In the coming year i t  was proposed to borrow a forther £1,000 from the Commissioners of 

Public orks in order to renew watermains in  many other o f  the streets, as it  was over

f i f t y  years since the present mains were la id  down.

Negotiations had been concluded for the acquisition o f  s ites for workmen’ s houses in H i l l  

Street and Maudlin town, and sanction to the necessary Loan had been applied for, and i t  was 

hoped to commence the erection o f  the contemplated twenty-two dwellings by direct labour on 

an early date, which would, as well as providing employment, do much towards solving the 

housing problem in  Wexford, so that from every point of view the Council could justly pride 

themselves on their act iv it ies  during the year.

The various Estimates, copies o f which had been furnished beforehand to the members, were

then considered.

With regard to the cost of maintaining and improving the streets, sewers , and footpaths, 

i t  was seen that a sum of£2,226 : 2 : 4 would be needed to carry out this work e ffic ien tly ,

and to raise i t  a rate o f  2/6 in the Pound would be required, and as no alteration in  any

of the figures was suggested by the present meeting, i t  was resolved that the rate in the

Pound o f this Rate be fixed at 2/6 on the motion o f  Councillor Ross, seconded by Councillor

Goodison.
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Moreover , i t  was within the recollection of the Council that some months ago s t ‘ ps had been taken 

by their Public Health Committee to close premises wherein milk was being sold, which were 

considered unsuitable for the purpose, and these premises were s t i l l  prohibited from being used 

for the sale o f  milk.

The recommendation from the Estimates Committee advocating an i  icrease in the wages o f  the 

Caretaker o f Crosstown Cemetery was then submitted.

Some time ago a p p l i c a t io n  had been mane on his behalf by the Ir ish  Transport and General Workers' 

Union for an a d d it io n  of Ten Shillings a week to his present wage o f  35/-, ana the Committee, to 

whom tne matter nad been referred, had gone carefully  into the case and recommended that the 

Caretaker be granted an increase o f  five sh illings  per week as from 1st J\ ly  next.

Councillor Goodison no v moved tnat this recommendation be adopted.

The motion was seconded by Councillor Atkins, and was declared carried with Alderman Billington  

and Councillors Ross and Murphy dissenting.

A further recommendation from the Estimates Committee was then submitted.

This was to the effect that as from 1st July next tne commission payable to the Collector o f  

Corporation Rents be at the uniform rate o f  4-g per cgit. instead o f  at the preseit graduated 

scale of o per cent., 5 per cent., and 24r per cent*

'JF. Scallan had asked that the poundage o f  24> per cent, at present paid for the collection of 

certain of the rents be increased to 6 per cent., but the Committee, on going minutely into the 

natter, considered that i f  the poundage were at a uniform rate i t  would prove more satisfactory  

than the present scale o f payment, and the effect would be to increase the Collector’ s reminer- 

ation from £13 > -  13 -  0 to £144 -  1S -  0 per annum, more or less .

Councillor O’ Leary proposed that the Committee recommendation be adopted, and that in accordance 

witn the terms o f the Local O ffices and Employments Order, 1924, the minister for Local Govern­

ment and Public Health be asked to sanction the arrangement.

The proposition was seconded by Councillor Power, and on a show o f  hands was declared carried, as 

with the exception o f Alderman B il lington , Councillors Bolger and Ross, the remaining fourteen 

members present were in favour o f  i t s  adoption.

A third recomnendation from the Finance and Works Committee was then considered.

The loca l Branch oP the I r i sh  Local Government O ff ic ia ls '  Union had applied on behalf o f the 

Sanitary Sub-O fficer, Mr. Edward Byrne, for an increase o f £26 per annum in his present salary  

of £130.

The Committee did not see their way to agree to the fu l l  demand o f the Union, but in  view of Mr. 

Byrne's service o f  close on th irty  years, thought the case would be fa i r ly  met i f  his salary  

were increased by £13 as from 1st July next, and submitted this recommendation for the favourable 

consideration o f the present meeting.

Thereupon Councillor Gaul moved. That the recommendation to increase the salary o f  the Sanitary 

Sub—Officer by thirteen pounds a year as from 1st July next be hereby agreed to, and that in  

accordance with the provisions o f A rt ic le  12 o f Sanitary Order No. 2, the Minister for Local 

Government and Public Health be requested to approve o f  such increase.

This motion was seconded by Councillor Goodison, and was declared carried.

Alderman B il l ington , with Councillors Ross and Murphy, dissented from the adoption o f  the

resolution .

4G
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Councillor Clancy raised a question as to the acceptance by tne Scnool Meals Committee

recen tly  o f  a tender fbr the supply o f  bread for the coming year under the Education

(P ro v is ion  o f  Meals) Acts, and oomplained that the former Contractor, a widow, had been

harshly treated when the Committee rejected her tender.

Tt was explained that the CommLttee had acted with the strictest impartiality in this

matter.

The contract had been duly advertised in the local newspapers, and three persons had sent 

in tenders. An examination of the prices asked showed that the tender of Mrs. Murphy, the 

fb rmer Contractor, was greater by 16/3 per week than that o f  Mr. Lambert who had secured

the contract, and tne Committee had no inclination, even i f  they had the power, to pay an

additional sum of £32 : 10 : 0 in the year to enable Mrs. Murphy to retain the contract. 

Tenders for a daily supply o f  milk for twelve months to the 31st March, 1932, were then 

consi dered.

Three tenders naa been received in answer to advertisements, and a condition of the contract 

was that the milk should be obtained from a tuber cl e-free herd, and be subject to bacter­

io log ica l examination at any time, as well as to analysi s under the Pood and Drugs Acts.

Mr. Stephen Cleary, oF Clonard whose cows had b een subjected to the tuberculin test over a 

year ago, ana who intended to have them tested again when the necessary serum was available  

would supply the quantity needed at 1/2 per gallon. Mr. John Memagh, o f Killiane Castle 

Drinagh, would supply milk from a tuberc le -free  herd at 1/2 per gallon; and Mr. J. B. 

Walker, o f  Latimer stown, the present Cbntractor, w>uld deliver the quantity required at 

11d. per gallon.

His herd had been te s ted  some time ago, and found free from tuberculosis, but he proposed 

to have another te s t  carr ied  out when the loca l Veterinary Surgeon obtained the neces ary

serum.

I t  was stated that Mr. Walker had given the greatest satisfaction during the past twelve 

months, and thereupon, on the motion o f  Councillor O’ Leary, seconded by Councillor Power,

h is  tender, being the lowest o f  the three, was accepted.

In accordance with instructions issued by the Department o f  Local Government and Public 

Health, a Special Finance Meeting oF the Council was held this day in  the Town Clerk's  

Office at half-past seven o ’ clock p. m., to authorize payment o f a l l  accounts due up to 

31st instant, in  respect o f  work carried out on the new thoroughfare between St. John's 

Road and Vtygram Place, towards the cost o f  which a special grant was allocated from the 

Government Relief o f Unemployment Blind.

The members present were:-

Rich rd Corish, Esq., Mayor, in  the Chair.

Aldermen: James Billington, Thomas Rossiter, Thomas Hayes.

30th March, 1931-
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The sura required to be raised by Water Rates, which included provision for the repayment o f  an 

instalment o f the Loan proposed to be borrowed for laying new mains, was computed to amount to 

£5o7 : 5 : 0 , after taking credit fbr the very considerable sum to be received for water sold 

for manufacturing and kindred purposes, and it  was found that a rate o f  eightpence in the Pound 

(fourpence as a domestic and fourpence as a public rate) would only be needed for the year, as 

against a rate of 1/2 in the current year.

Thereupon on the motion of Councillor Thomas Walsh, seconded by Councillor Atkins, a Domestic 

Water Rate of fourpence in the Pound, and a Public Water Rate o f  fourpence in the Pound was 

agreed to.

The Estimate o f sura to be raised by means o f a Borough Rate was then taken up.

As presented, i t  showed that £4,9^3 : 5 : 1 was needed, and that a rate o f 5/+ would realize  

this sura as against a rate o f 5/10 levied in tne present year.

Pull provision had been made for a l l  commitments payable from this Rate, and included the 

Statutory amount to be paid over to the Borough Vocational Education Committee under recent 

Legislation.

In connection with this Rate, a corairtinication from the Wexford Development Association was read 

asking for a grant o f  one penny in  the Pound (which wiuld amount to £77) to enable them t 

publish a guide and trade directory to the town.

This application gave r i s e  to a protracted discussion, c^iing y£iich the steps needed to be tal en 

to legalize  any sum voted were pointed out.

Eventually, as a coraproraise, and to avoid adding another penny to the Rate, a suggestion was mare 

to reduce the sum allocated for law costs by £40 which would then stand at £126 : 14 : 5, and 

contribute the former amount to the Association for the purpose mentioned.

This suggestion appeared to meet with favour, and the Mayor thereupon proposed. That a sum of 

Forty Pounds be contributed to the WexFord Development Association towards the publication oP a 

guide and trade directory for Wexford, subject to the condition that the book be printed on Ir ish  

paper with I r ish  ink, and produced in  Wexford under trade union conditions, and further, that 

before the money be paid over, proof be furnished that the requirements o f  Section 67 (2) of  

the Local Government Act, 1925, had been complied with by the Association.

This resolution, which was seconded by Alderman Hayes, on being put to the meeting was declared 

carried by twelve votes to five  against.

With regard to sanitary conveniences for Crosstown Cemetery, which, i t  was stated, were badly 

needed, i t  was proposed by Alderman Rossiter, seconded by Alderraan Billington, and unanimously 

KESOLVED:-*- That the matter o f  the provision o f  sanitary conveniences for Crosstown be referred  

to the Cemetery Committee, so that i f  thought necessary provision may be made for such conven­

iences in  the Estimated for 1932/5*

No further suggestions were made regarding the Estimate, and thereupon, on the motion o f  

Councillor McMahon, seconded by Councillor O'Leary, a Borough Rate of 5/4 in  the Pound was

agreed to.

I t  v/as then seen that the Town Rates now decided upon came to a tota l o f  8/6 in  the Pound as 

against 9/6 in  the current year.
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The Mayor made an earnest appeal to such landlords to meet this l i a b i l i t y  without further 

delay, as i t  was morally, i f  not le ga lly , due, and intimated that the Kates Committee were 

seriously considering the advisability  o f  bringing such cases before the District Justice

fo r  his ru ling thereon.

He also called atten tion  to the carelessness o f  householders in allowing their taps to 

remain or>en constantly, whereby an immense volume o f  water was wasted, which action tended 

to deprive the residents  in  the higher levels  o f the town o f a constant and ample supply.

A l e t t e r  was now read from Mr. O’ Donnell, Borough Surveyor and Superintendent of Waterworks, 

in wnich he tendered his res ignation  of these Offices as from 11th April next, consequent 

on his appointment as Assistant County Surveyor for Cork County, and wished to acknowledge 

the assistance and co-operation he received from the members and o f f i c ia l s  during the past

two years -

The meeting had no option  but to accept the res ignation , whi ch they did with nuch regret, 

and expressed p leasure  on learn ing  o f  Mr. 0’ Lbnnel l ’ s well merited promotion,

I t  was then decided, before taking steps to fi. 1l the v-cancy, to appoint a Committee to go 

into the question 0f  the incoming Surveyor* s c it ie s  and salary, in  the ligh t  offthe exper­

ience ;ained since Mr. o'Lbnnell was appointed, arid the following consented to serve on 

this Committee, namely, Aldermen B i l l in g to n ,  Rossiter, and Hayes, with Councillors Atkins, 

Thomas Walsh, and O’Leary, along with the Mayor.

■ *

13th April, 1931.

A pec ia l Meeting o f the Council was held th is  day (pursuant to the Mayor* s requisition)

at trie Town Cleric’ s Office, at h a lf  past seven o' clock p. m.

The members present were:-

Ricnard Corish, Esq., Mayor ( in  the chair)

Aldermen:- Richard Gib-on, James Billington, Nicholas Connolly, Thomas Rossiter,

and Thomas Hayes.

Councillors:- John Walsh, William Gooaisson, Patrick Clancy, John Atkins, Garrett

Donohoe, John J* O’ Leary, Thomas Walsh, James Murphy, James McMahon, 

William J. Power, James CrosBie, Edward Bolger, Michael Martin ana 

James Gaul.

The minutes o i tne meetings o f  tne 2no, 23rd, ana 30th March, 1931, were, on the motion 

o f  Councillor Thomas Walsh, seconded by Councillor O'Leary, taken as read, and were

accord ingly signed.

L ia b i l i t i e s  wnich had accruen die up to the end o f la st  nonth, amounting, in  the 

aggretate to £2,837* 9* 9, were submitted, and having been examined were approved, ana 

an Advice Note wAs signed to enAble them to be discharged.

On the motion o f  Alaerman Hayes, seconded by Alcerman Gibson, the sympathy o f the 

meeting was extended to the re latives o f  the la te  Timothy Michael Healy, who, for many 

years was one o f  the most prominent I r ish  Representatives in  the British  House o f

o/lcuhd
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Councillors: Edward Bolger, Patrick Clancy, Thomas Walsh, James i/iurphy, James -cMahon,

William J. Power, Garrett Donohoe, John Atkins, John J. O’ Leary, James Gaul.

With regard to report submitted by Dr. Bastible to a recent meeting o f  the County Health Board, 

a matter which was referred to at last Council meeting, a letter was read from that gentleman 

expressing regret for the misstatement ira.de on the occasion, which was due to a c ler ica l error, 

and admitting that the actual number o f cowkeepers and purveyors o f  milk registered in the 

Borough during the present year was 113.

The meeting expressed, pleasure at Dr. Bastib le ’ s prompt correction o f  the mistake, and in this 

connection i t  was reported that the Dairy, Etc., Inspector within the last  twelve months had 

made no le^s than 1035 v is it s  to the milkshops in the Town, while the cowsheds had been visited  

on ^2 occasions in the same period.

There was then submitted a copy o f a Return which had been furnished to the Local Government 

Department, showing that on the 31st instant a sum o f  £1,082 : 19 : 1l would have been expended 

on opening tiie new road  at Wygram Place, and that i t  was estimated that a further £195 : 5 : 0 

would be needed to complete the work, provision for which had been made in the Estimates for 

1931/2.

It was explained that o f  this  tota l a aim o f  £1,022 l 12 : 0 would be payable from the Relief  

Grant, and that a sum of £600 had already been received on account.

Included in the Return was a sum o f  £2~> : 9 • 0 claimed by the Borough Surveyor as fees for 

superintending the opening o f  the Road, to which he held he was entitled, although i t  was pointed 

out that by the terras o f  his appointment he was not to be paid any extra remuneration for duties 

necessitated by the receipt o f  Government Grants.

The matter o f  the payment o f  this claim was adjourned so that the Finance and Works Committee 

mi frt go into i t ,  and the remaining accounts due, which amounted to £503 : 5 : 0 ,  and included 

£1^4 : 1 : 9 paid as wages in the month o f  February, were ordered to be discharged in  accordance 

with the Local Government Department’ s instructions.

At the close o f this meeting, a Special Meeting o f  the Council,pursuant to the Mayor’ s requisition  

w&s held, the fourteen members in  attendance at the foregoing meeting being also present at this  

Special Meeting.

The meeting had been ca lled , inter a l ia ,  to consider an Estimate o f  the amount required to be 

raised by means of a Poor Rate for the year ending 31st March, 1932, as set out in Demand, received 

from the County Council on 25th instant.

The sum required to meet this demand, as well as a l l  expenditure in connection with the preparation! 

and collection of the Rate, came to £6,080, and a rate of 6/7 in  the Pound on the net assessable 

value of property in the Borough should be made in due course-

The Mayor took occasion to point out that while the position regarding the payment o f former 

Poor Rate Demands had improved considerably since last he had alluded to the matter, and while 

strenuous e f fo rts  had been made during the present year to collect the outstanding Rate £> r 

1927/3 and 1928/9 concurrently with the present year’ s rate, s t i l l  i t  was found that a considerable 

sUm was yet unpaid by landlords who had duly collected the Rates in the rent,but were taking 

advantage of their n o n - l ia b i l ity  for payment for the reason that the sums demanded were ft) r Rates 

struck prior to the passing of the Rates on Small Dwellings Act.

48
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being connected with the public sewers.

To revise the map o f the system o f sewerage provided unner Section of the 

10 fc 1l  Vic. Cap. 34, to keep i t  properly revised as occasion may require, and

bring i t  in every particular into conformity with the provisions o f  the said

Section.

To superintend the construction (when called on to do so) and the maintenance 

(always) o f a l l  structural works in  charge o f  the Council or any Committee

thereof, either inside ar outside the Borough.

To give proper advice as to the alteration or discontinuance o f  existing sewers, 

and as to the materials, size, construction, cost o f  house drains and cesspools, 

ashpits, privies, water closets, earth closets, water supplies, etc. 

to give certificates o f  sums due to contractors, to prepare the wages sheets and 

certiiy the wages o f  the Corporation employees, and the accounts for goods and 

materials bought anc received.

To furnish weekly reports o f a l l  works perform er in  progress coring each

successive week.

To ma.-e an inventory o f a l l  stores, meters, goods, f it t in gs , tools, etc., 

placed in his charge, or taken charge o f  by him, ana to keep a Stock Bokk 

regularly written up, showing how a rt ic le s  gone out o f  stock have been di speed 

o f, and to see that the stock i s  replenished as ocasion may require*

To inspect the erection o f new buildings and advise as to whether they coforro 

to the requirements o f  the Towns improvement Acts ana the Public Health Acts, 

and to see to the observance o f  Buil ing By Laws or Regulations in  force or to 

be adopted*

To discharge the cit ies  imposed on him by the Towns improvement Acts as well as 

to render advice and assistance whenever his services may be required touching

matters arising un er the Public Health Acts.

To have fu l l  and entire control over the workmen in  his charge, and to have the 

power, in consultation with the Mayor, td engage or dismiss them, but infhe/case 

o f tne Foreman, the Turncock, or the Caretaker o f  the Reservoir not giving 

satisfaction, they are to be subject to suspension only, pending a meeting o f

the Council or a Committee thereof*

To appear in  Courts o f Law either as witness or p la in t i f f  in proceedings in

w:J.ch tne Council i s  ooncerned.

To be responsible for the erection o f  meters, to take the indications of meters 

once a quarter, and compute and record tne charges for water sdld, either 

tnrouoh meter or othervri.se, as per Waterworks Sc le  o f  Charges.

To see to a l l  breaches in  water mains being repaired wit^h celerity, and to 

exercise a general supervi sion over the Water System.

To furnish reports whenever required on a l l  matters pertaining to hi s O ffice.

To furnish a l l  reports in writing in  a book to be kept for that purpose.

To attend meetings o f  the Council or o f  Committees thereof when notified.

To be available at the Office, Town Hall, at least once a day between the hours 

o f  ten o’ clock a. m., and twelve o 'clock noon.©: Wexford Borough Council



Commons, and on the setting up of the I r ish  Free State became i t s  f i r s t  Governor General. '  ^  

A le tte r  was read from Mr. William O'Donohoe, Poor Rate Collector, taking exception to 

remarks which, according to the issue of the Wexford "Free Press” o f  tne 4th instant, were 

made by Councillor Clancy at a recent meeting o f the Council as to the harsh methods employed 

in  the collection o f this Rate.

Mr. O'uonohoe contradicted these assertions, and invited Councillor Clancy to submit specific  

details o f  the case to which he had referred, or else withdraw his unfounded statements. 

Councillor Clancy explained that he haa used information which hac been supplied to him, out 

fa i led  to indicate t e source from wnich i t  came, but at the same time explained that he had 

not meant to cast any aspersion on Mr. 0’ Donohoe's methods o f  collecting the Poor Rate. 

Regarding resignation ot mlr* John t» O’ Donnell from the O ffice o f  Borough Surveyor and 

Superintendent o f Waterworks, which came before the Council on the 30th ultimo, the Committee 

appointed on that date to go into the question of remuneration, qualifications, aid duties 

of the person to be appointed to f i l l  the vacancy, submitted the following recommendations 

for the favourable consideration o f  the present meeting:

"(1) That the i n i t i a l  salary attaching to the Office b e at the rate o f  £260 per annum, 

rising by yearly increments o f  £10 to a maximum o f £320, and that this salary i  s to include 

remuneration for a l l  the duties o f  the incoming O f f ic ia l ,  inchading the preparation o f plans, 

estimates, and specifications o f  a l l  working class dwellings or any other class o f  building 

to be erected at any future time by the Council or by any Committee thereof which he may be 

called on to undertake, or any duties whatever necessitated by the receipt o f Government 

Grants.

"(2) That tne O ffice  i s  to tfc whole-time, and consequently pensionable, and further, that the 

person holding i t  i s  not to undertake any other practise either for another Public Bo ay or 

for private persons.

"(3) That the age lim its  for appointment are to be between 25 and 45 years.

"(4) That the O f f ic ia l  i  s to possess an Engineering Degree, and must have had experience in  

tne preparation o f  plans, estimates, specifications, and b i l l s  o f  quantities, as well as in  

the supervision o f  the erection o f  workmen’ s houses and other buildings.

"(5) That i f  an examination in  the I r ish  language i s  held in  connection with the appointm nt, 

the successful applicant must secure at least th irty  three and one-tnird per cent o f the marks 

allotted to this subject.

n( &) That the duties attaching to the Office be as set out hereuncer.—

To prepare plans, sections, specifications, and estimates o f  works o f  construction and 

repair o f  streets, sewers, and footpaths.

To prepare plans, elevations, specifications, and b i l l s  o f  quantities o f  a l l  artisans’ 

dwellings or other builclngs undertaken by the Council or a Committee thereof, whenever 

he i  s c a l l e d  on to do so*

To superintend e f f ic ien t ly  the carrying out o f  a l l  these vrorks, whether they be done by 

the Corporation employees or by contractors.
%

To organize and superintend the scavenging (domestic and public) o f  the town, the 

waterin o f  the streets, the flushing o f  sewers, the disposal o f  refuse, anc the 

treatment o f  the town sewage, inducting the inspection o f  a l l  private drains when©: Wexford Borough Council



invited ior the cosideration o f  the present meeting*

Two such applications had been received, and were found to be from Mr* Cleraentjj.iorris, o f  

South Main Street, Wexforn, Associate Member o f  the institute o f  Civil Engineers, Ireland; 

and from Mr. Thomas J. M illar, o f  Curracloe, Wexford, Associate Member o f  Sanitary Engineer^; 

Both gentlemen were in every way qualified to f i l l  the position, as they had been 

practi :ing at their profession tor many years, and i t  was agreed that whoever was selected 

woulo be allowed to retain his private practise*

Thereupon a Poll was taken to determine .the choice o f  the meeting, when there voted

ior Mr* Morris. Councillors Martin, Murphy, Ebnohoe, Goodfsson, John Walsh, Aldermen 

Hayes, Rossiter, Billington, Gibson, and the Mayor* : : : 10

ror Mr. M illar. Councillors Gaul, Bolger, CrosBie, Power, McMahon, Thomas Walsh,

Atkins, O’ Leary, Clancy, and Alderman Connolly. : : : : 10

As both candidates secured an equal number o f  votes, the Mayor, in  pursuance o f  his

powers un.-e'r the Towns improvenb nt Act, 1S54, gave his casting vote in favour o f  Mr.

IJorris, and thereupon declared him elected as temporary Surveyor and Superintendent o f  

Waterworks.
A le tter was read from the County Surveyor intimating that the County Council had allocater 

a sum o f  £750 for the maintenance'o f  the M in  Roads within the Borough for the Financial 

Year 193>1*"2, and enquiring whether the Corporation would Be w illingto carry out such

such maintenance vork for the sum nmned*

On the notion o f  Councillor Gaul, seconded by Councillor Goodisson, i t  was unanimously 

decided to enter into the necessary agreement on the terms set out above*

I t  was reported that part 01 the Corporation Estate situate at Townparkejhad, by virtue o f  

the Land Act, 1923, become vested in  the LAnd Commission on the 20th MArch lAst*

This lAnd hAd been leAsed by the CorporAtion to A George HAtchell on the 25th October ,

17S5, subject to A yeArly rent o f  £3* 4* S present currency, and the present Lessee,

Muriel Blanche Walker, who was purchasing out this portion o f  the Estate under the Act

Above quoted, enquired through her So lic itors , Messrs L i t t le  & Elgee, i f  the CorporAtion 

would be prepAred to Accept eighteen yeArs purchAse for the rent, these being the usuAl 

terms fixed by the JudiciAl Commissioners for the extinction o f  such heAd rents*

The CorporAtion Solic itor, to whom the mAtter hAd been referred, Advised thAt the o ffe r  

should be Accepted, As i t  wAs unlikely thAt the Court woulf consent to A higher price 

being given i f  proceedings were tAken with this object, And thereupon i t  wAs unArlmously 

resolved, on the motion o f  Councillor Thomas walsh, seconded by Councillor Atkins, to 

accept the o ffe r  o f  £35* 4* 0 for the head rent in  question, this sum being at the rate

0 f  eighteen years purchase*

iollowing on the adoption 01 the Street Trading Act, 1926, and the issue o f  Regulatios 

thereunder by the Minister for Justice, three loca l traders applied for Street Traders 

Sta ll Licences to enable them to se ll  on a s ta ll  or barrow, fruit, fish, vegetables, or

1 ce cream.

The appropriate Certificates had already been issued to the three applicants by the Chief 

Superi itendent o f  the Garda Siochana, and so, on the motion o f  Councillor Thomas Walsh, 

seconded by Alderman (S nnolly, i t  was decided to issue a Sta ll Licence in  each caSe©: Wexford Borough Council



To v is it  each part o f  the Townjwherever works may be in progress at least once a day.'

To make a report once a month as to the necessity o f  carrying out improvements which 

may appear to him to be urgently needed.

To exercise a general supervision over the Fire Brigade equipment, and to see that

i t  i s  kept in a state o f  efficiency.

To see that any o f  the streets under his care which may be opened up either by the

bas Company, E lectric ity  Supply Board, or By private persons for the laying o f  gas

mains, drains, or: for any other purpose^whatever, w i l l  be replaced in  a proper and 

workmanlike manner, and the surface made to conform to the surrounding ground."

The above recommendations were adopted in their entirety on the motion o f  Councillor Murjihy, 

seconded by Usuncillor Power, and i t  was decided to request the Minister for Local Government 

and Public Health to sanction them*

As a consequence o f  the adoption o f  the recommendations, the g)llowing resolution was then 

carried on the motion o f  Councillor Goodisson, seconded by Councillor Thomas Walsh, but with 

Councillors Clancy and McMahon objecting on the ground that the Cbuncil themselves should 

have the right to select a candidate.

"That on the assent o f  the Minister for Local Government and Public Health being signified  

to the f i l l i n g  o f  the vacancy on the aoove terms, the Local Appointments Commission be requested 

to recommend a suitable person for appointment to the vacant Office in  pursuance o f  Section|6

o f  the Local Authorities (O f f ic e rs  and Employees) Act, 1926. "
#

The inconvenience to which the Council had been subjected by the unexpected resignation o f  

I r̂* O'Donnell a fte r  having been in  O ff ice  for but two years was alluded to, and i t  was 

pointed out that a similar situation might arise  at any time consequent on the operation o f  

the Local Authorities (O f f ic e rs  and Employees) Act, as i t  was but natural that existing 

O ff ic ia ls  would do their utmost to seek for advancement, so i t  was decided to request the 

Appointments Commission to recommend for appointment the better qualified o f  the tvro local 

Engineers who had applied for the post when Mr* O’ Donnell secured i t ,  as either o f  these two 

gentlemen, i t  was believed, would remain permanently in  the service o f  the Council owing to 

tneir family t ie s  in  Wexford*

The following further recommendation, which was also submitted by tne Committee appointei on 

the 30th ultimo, was unanimously adopted on the motion o f  Councillor Thomas alsh, seconded 

by Alderman Connolly*

"That the Minister for Local Government and Public Health be requested to sanction the 

employment o f  a qua lif ied  C iv il Engineer who w i l l  b e remunerated for his services at 

the rate o f  £^0  per annum, Mr. O’ Donnell's present scale, un t il  such time as a 

permanent Town Surveyor and Superintendent o f  Waterworks w i l l  be appointed."

I t  was mentioned thftt on the supposition that there would be no objection to the adoption}) t  

this recommendation by the present meeting, and in  order to secure the services o t  an 

Engineer with the least  possible delay, the Mayor had requested the Minister » r  Local 

Government and Public Health to assent to the employment o f  a temporary Surveyor on the 

terms set out, and this the Minister had very kindly done, as per le t t e r  ot the 8th April 1931

;Io. R. s* 32.

Accordingly the position hAd been Advertised in  the locAl newsp pers , Ann applications©: Wexford Borough Council



4th May, 1931-

A Statutory Meeting o f  the Council was held this day at the Town Clerk’ s Office, at ha lf­

past seven o 'c lo c k ,  p. m.

The members present were:-

Ri chard Corish, Esq. , Mayor, in  tne Chair.

Aldermen; James Billington, Nicholas Connolly, Richard GiBson, Thomas Rossiter

and Thomas Hayes-

Councillors: John Walsh, Thomas Walsh, James Iforphy, Garrett Donohoe, Edward Bolger,

Patrick Clancy, John Atkins, Cyril Ross*

The minutes o f  meeting o f  tne 13th April, 1931> were read and signed.

L i a b i l i t i e s  wnich had accrued die up to tne end o f  last  month, amounting, in  the

aggregate, to £3,234 : 5 : 0 ,  were submitted, and having been examined were approved, and 

Advice Notes were signed to enable the Treasurer to pay them.

I t  w*is mentioned that several complaints had been received from residents o f  St. John's

Road about the annoyance to which they were being subjected by trespassers on the land on
t

whicn tne I r i s h  Sa ilo rs  and Soldiers Land Trust proposed to erect houses.

The s i te  had become a regular Commons, and the paling which seperated i t  from the 

ad jo in ing property had been torn down, as a resu lt o f  which the amenity o f  this property 

was being ser iously  in te r fe r e d  w ith, and as tenders for the erection o f  the houses had 

been in v i ted  some time ago i t  was decided to request the Director o f  the Trust to
»

expedite build ing operations, as apart from the trespass, the ground in  i t s  present state

was by no means a cred it  to the loca lity .

The making o f  Rates for  the serv ice  o f  the current Financial Year as already agreed upon 

was proceeded with, and thereupon the four following Resolutions were adopted unanimously 

and tne Books containing the various Rates were duly sealed and signed, v iz : -

Proposed by Councillor Poss, seconded by Councillor Thomas Walsh, and

RESOLVED:- That a Borough Rate o f  Five Sh illings  and Fburpence in  the Pound (being one 

S n i l l in g  for General Town Purposes and Fbur Sh illing  and Fburpence for Sanitary Purposes) 

be made on the net assessable value o f  property within the Borough o f  Wexford to supply 

the de fic iency  in  the Borough FUnd, as shown in  an Estimate o f  Expenses required to 

permit the Municipal Admini s t ra t i  on o f  said Borough to be carried out as considered and 

adopted on tne 23rd March, 1931.

proposed by Alderman Rossiter, seconded by Alderman Hayes, and

RESOLVED: That an assessment o f  Two Shillings and Sixpence in  the Pound on the net

a s se s sa b le  value o f  property within the Town be la id  on pursuant to the Local Government 

( I r e l a n d )  Provisional Order (wexfbrd) Confirmation Act, 1873* and Acts incorporated with 

and amending the same, as per an Estimate duly considered and adopted on the 23rd March,

19 31-

Pro posed by Alderman Corriolly, seconded by Councillor iforphy, and

RESOLVED: That an asas ssment o f  Eightpence in the Pound, v i z . : -  a Domestic Rate o f

Fburpence, and a Public Rate o f  Fburpence, on the rateable value o f  property within the 

Town o f  Wexibrd be la id  on pursuant to the Local Government (Ire land) Provisional Orders 

( Dalkey, E tc ., )  Confirmation Act, I876, and Acts incorporated with and amending the same

J
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which would require to be renewed on the 6th April, 1932.

Under date o f  the 26th February, 1931, and by le tter  No. 8673, i t  was intimated that the 

Minister far Local ik>vernment and Public Health had confirmed the By-Laws made By the Corporat -  

i  n recently wit: respect to slaughter-houses, and to the sale o f  fresh meat within the Borough 

and i t  was agreed that they would be put into operation when the po st o f  Veterinary Inspector 

would be f i l le d .

A le tte r  from the Department o f  Local Government and Public health dated 8th April, 1931,

No. ^4500, was read stating that the Minister had sanctioned the proposal made on 23rd. ulto  

to contribute a sum o f  £10 to the funds o f  the ir ish  Tourist AssociAtion in  the current 

pinAnciAl yeAr.

A firther communication from the same Department dated 1st April 1931 No.19656 was read.

It  expressed the Minister’ s sanction to the proposal o f  the Council to obtain  a Loan o f  £5425

for the erection o f  twenty^-two dwellings under the Housing o f  the Ylbrking Classes Acts.

the Scheme o f  building these houses hAd been Adopted by the Council on the 1st SeptemberjlAst.

The following resolution which had been forwarded by the Dun Laoghaire Borough Council for 

the consideration o f  the meeting was unanimously adopted on the notion o f  Councillor Gaul, 

seconded by Councillor O'Leary, v iz : -

"That we, the members o f  Wexford Corporation believing that the preference stown to a certain 

section in  the matter o f  employment on works o f  Public U t i l i ty  i s  grossly unjust and 

calculo/ted to foster and maintain differences between Irishmen, express our dt-ep 

dissatis faction  o f  the p re fe ren t ia l  employment clause inserted in  Specifications 

inv it ing  tenders for contracts.

"That we recognize the right to an equal share in  such vork for a l l  able-bodies men 

irrespective o f  class, creed, or p o l i t ic s ,  and ca ll for the immediate abolition of* 

this clause. ”

Councillor Gaul raised the question o f  the provisionof a sewer for Parnell Street for which

a Loan had been sanctioned in  June la s t ,  ana wished to know why this work ha‘. not been

proceeded with*

It  was explained that from enquiries made i t  was found that although ti-ere was no mai-i sewer

in the street in  question, yet the dwellings on either sice appeared to be effic iently  crainee

and this being so, even i f  the sewer were la id ,  there was no power to compel the owners 0 1 

the houses to connect their drains with i t ,  a *d so i t  was consi acred that i t  would be a waste 

Of money to lay  the sewer, and for this reason the w>rk was not done, but on the motion o f  

Councillor Gaul, seconded by Councillor McMahon, i t  was decided to appoint a Committee to 

vis it  the lo ca l ity  and ascertain what the exact position was, but the meeting fa iled  to 

nominate the members who were to serve on this Cb ^mittee.
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As to the Poor Kate, tne total sum inducted in  the Warrant was

o f  this amount there was collected on the 31st March,1931 £5,897 : 13 : 9

£9,997 : 16 : 1 l

The discount allowed was 6s ; 9 ;

The sum which was recommended should be written o f f  was

and the sum which was recommended should be carried

200 : 9 : 8

£9997 5 17 J 1forward was 3,831 : 4 : 3 i

This recommendation was also adopted unanimously on the motion o f  Councillor Murphy,

seconded by Alderman Billington.

The warrants authorizing the collection o f  the various Rates for year ending 31st March, 

19J2, as well as the arrears o f  such Rates, were thereupon sealed and signed.

On the motion o f  Councillor Ross, seconded by Alderman Hayes, i t  was decided to constitute 

a special Rates Committee for the coming year, whose duty vould be to examine the state o f  

the various collections from time to time, and to exercise a general supervision over the 

Rate Collectors, and the following members consented to serve on this Committee, namely, 

Aldermen Billington, Rossiter, Hayes, and Councillors Atkins, T. Walsh, and the Mayor. 

Councillor Martin attended ar, tnLs stage o f  the proceedings.

With reference to minutes o f  the 15th January la s t ,  on which date the Local Appointments 

Commissioners were requested to recommend a properly qua lified  Veterinary Surgeon for 

duties in  connection with the meat supply in  the Borough, a le tte r  from the Commissioners

under date o f  the 22nd April, 1931 (LA 15/10/^0) was read.

This was to the effect that they recommended Mr. John Mullins, o f  Clancy’ s Hotel, Anne 

Street, Wexiord, for appointment as Veterinary Inspector for duties under the Agricultural 

Produce ( F^esh Meat) Act, 1930, and for the supervision o f  the meat and milk supply

throughout the Town.

Mr. Mullins was born in  County Kilkenny on the 3rd July, 1902, and was admitted a member of

the Royal College o f  Veterinary Surgeons in  1925.

As to his qualifications and experience. He took a refresher course in meat inspection 

in Lublin in  April, 1930 J He was assistant in  Yorkshire for three months in 1926; had

practised privately in  Waterford between 1926 and 1928; had acted as assistant to Mr.

Lynch, /. S., New Ross, between 192s and 1930; and was assistant to Mr. Mernagh, V. S., at 

Gorey for six months in  1930; while since September, 1930, he was acting as Veterinary 

Examiner in Wexford for the Department o f  Agriculture.

The meeting was reminded that when appointed this gentleman would also act as Veterinary 

j Examiner under the Agricultural Produce (Fresh Meat) Act, 1930, and that o f  his salary o f  

| £450 the Department o f  Agriculture had agreed to contribute two-thirds, 

j Thereupon on the motion o f  the Mayor, seconded by Alderman Connolly, i t  was 

: RESOLVED:- That in accordance with the provisions o f  Section 6 (4 ) o f  the Local Authorities 

I (O ff ice rs  and Employees) Act, 1926, we hereby appoint Mr. John Mullins as Veterinary 

inspector for the supervision o f  the meat supply in  the Borough for one year, the 

! Appointments Commissioners having recommended th is  gentleman for appointment to the Office, 

j C ouncillor Clancy and Councillor Ross objected to the actoption o f  this Resolution, the 

! former on the ground that no definite proof was submitted that Mr. Mullins had passed a 

test o f  efficiency in the Ir ish  Language, and the la tter  on the ground that the position 

I was unnecessary, and so entailed needless expense*
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as per an Estimate duly considered and adopted on the 23rd day o f  March, 1931* 

proposed by Alderman B i i i ington> SeConded by and

RESOLVED: That a Poor Rate o f  Six Shillings and Sevenpence in  the Pound be made on the net

assessable value o f  property within the Urban District o f  Wexford, as per an Estimate duly 

considered and adopted on the 30th March, 193l .

The Special Rates Committee and the Finance and Yforks Committee sent forward recommendations 

as to how the items o f  Rates in respect o f  Financial Year 1930/51 and previous years, wnich were 

outstanding on the 31st March, 1931, should be dealt with, a l l  the Rates for tnat period having 

been closed on the la tte r  date.

52

As to the Borough Rate, the tota l sum to be collected was £6,379 : 4 : 6

o f this amount there was collected on 31st March last £5,130 : 17 : 6

The discount allowed under the Rates on Small

13 : 5

The Committee recommended that there be written o f f  as

uncollectible owing to vacancies, etc ., ---------- -------------  174 ; 14 : 14

also recommended that the balance o f  outstanding

rates should be carried forward as co llec t ib le  arrears,

!_ £6,379 : 4 : 6.

As to the RAte in  lieu o f  County Cess, the tota l amount to be collected was £2,617 : 13 : 0

of this amount there was collected on the 31st March }.ast
£2,131 : 4 2^

The discount allowed w a s -------------------------------------------------  26 : 16 : 9

The sum recommended to be written o f f  was 74 : 0 ; 0

While the sum reco;nmended to be carried forward as

co llectib le  arrears was ------------------------------------------------------ 3S5j^ 5
: 0/£. £2,617 : 13 : 0

On the motion o f  Councillor Bolger, seconded By Alderman Connolly, the above two recommendations

were unanimously adopted.

As to the Water Rates, the amount included in  the warrant was £1,376 : 19 : 0

Of this amount there was collected on the 31st March

1 : io£

13 : 2

The amount recommended to be written o f f  as irrecover-

3 : 4^

and the sum recommende1' to be carried forward as

co llect ib le  arrears was -------- ------------ 0 : 7 £1,376 : 19 : 0

On the motion o f  Alderman Hayes, seconded by Councillor Thomas Walsh, this recommendation

was unanimously adopted.
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1st June, 1931*

A Statutory Meeting o f  the Council was held this day at the Town Clerk's Office at ha lf­

past seven o'clock p. ra.

The members present were:-

Ki chard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: James Billington, Thomas Rossiter, Thomas Hayes, and Nicholas Connolly-

Councillors: William Goodison, Garrett Donohoe, Cyril Ross, Thomas Walsh, J&hn Walsh,

John Atkins, James Murphy, Patrick Clancy, Edward Bolger, William J. Power. 

The minutes o f  meeting o f  tne 4th May, 1931, were, on the motion o f  Councillor',T. Walsh,

seconded by Councillor Ross, taken as read, and were accordingly signed.

L ia b i l i t ie s  w.icn had accrued ciie up to the end o f  last month, amounting, in  the aggregate, 

to £1,987 -  13 -  4, were submitted, and having been examined were approved, and an Advice

Note was signed to enable them to be discharged.

Referring to minutes o f  last meeting, a le t te r  was read from the Ir ish  Sailors and Soldiers 

Land Truststating t at they were most anxious to commence building operations at St. John's

Road, and would do so as soon as a contractor could be obtained

This comnunication was not considered to be at a l l  satisfactory, in  view o f  the fact that 

the site was a r e ^ l a r  Commons, and was rapidly destroying the amenity o f  the Road, so i t

was decided to request the Trust to have the ground properly fenced i f  there was no

intention o f  erecting the houses at once.

There was submitted for execution on the part o f  the Corporation a Deed o f  Mortgage whereby 

security was given to the Commissioners o f  Public Works for the repayment, within th irty -  

five years, with interest at the rate o f  per cent., o f  a Loan o f  £5,425 fbr the erection

o f  wor>ing class dwellings at Ivlaudlintown and H i l l  Street.

The Deed was found to be in order in every respect, and accordingly on the motion o f  

Councillor Ross, seconded by Councillor Thomas Walsh, the following Resolution was

unanimously adopted:

"That our Corporate Seal be affixed to the Deed o f  Mortgage o f  this date now read, 

whereby security i s  given to the Commissioner o f  Public Works in  Ireland for the 

repayment o f  the sum o f  Five Thousand, Fbur Hundred and Twenty-five Pounds, 

proposed to be advanced by them to us under the Housing o f  the Working Classes 

(Ireland) Acts, Etc."

The Deed was theroipon duly sealed and signed; and the following further Resolution was 

ilso unanimously actopted:

I t  was moved by Councillor Ross, seconded by Alderman Billington, and 

RESOLVED:- "That inasmuch as this Corporation does not immediately require from the 

Commissioners o f  Public Works in Ireland, the tota l amount o f  the sum mentioned in  the Deed 

o f  Mortgage to them tni s day executed by this Corporation, but prefer to receive the same 

by instalments as occasion may require, i t  i s  resolved that the requisition for each 

advance shall be intimated to said Commissioners by the Chairman o f this Corporation for 

the time being, countersigned by the Town Clerk.

"And that each such requisition shall be forwarded to the Accountant o f  the said Cornniss- 

ioners and that a l l  such advances shall be lodged to our Account in  the Wexfbrd Branch o f  

the National Bank. "
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The manager o f  the Cinema Palace, Harpur* s Lane, applied for a renewal for a further year o f

licence under the Cinematograph Act, 1909, in  respect o f  this building, and in this connection 

the following Resolution which had been received from the Limerick Borough Council was

That believing a considerable proportion o f  the Cinema Pictures licensed for general 

public exhibition in  An Saorstat are o f  such a character as to be definitely  

unsuitable for and harmful to young persons from the moral and educational standpoint , 

and the Cemsorship being unable under existing laws to remedy this grave evil, we 

ca ll  on the representatives o f  a l l  parties in Dail Eirea n to take prompt measures 

by the passing oi the new or amending leg is lat ion  to ensure that a l l  Cinematograph 

Pictures dealing with matters that are o f  a sensual or criminal nature shall not be 

publicly  exhioited to young persons under the age o f  16, and to establish a special 

or supplementary censorship for the licensing o f  films suitable for the young.

"That copies o f  this Resolution be forwarded to the Executive Council, and the 

Beputies for Wexfbrd County, with the request that as a matter o f  urgent national 

importance they would take a l l  necessary steps to fbster and advance the cause advocated." 

As to the issue o f  the licence asked for, the meeting was informed that there was no optin 

but to grant the request as a l l  the provisions o f  the Cinematograph Act and the Regulations 

made thereunder, as well as the various restric tions  imposed by the Council had been fa ith fu lly  

ooserved during the past twelve months, but at the same time, the proprietors o f  the two 

cinemas in the Town were to be asked i f  i t  would be possible for them to arrange to exhibit 

special films o f  an educational o r  amusing character only at the matinees held on Thursd^ s 

and Saturdays to which children were sent in  such large numbers, and also i f  they could see 

their way to prohibit boys ana g i r l s  under sixteen years o f  age fiom being admitted to the 

night performances.

A report submitted by the Borough Analyst, Mr. B. G. Pagan, showed that in  the quarter enoec' oy> 

the 31st March la s t ,  27 a rt ic le s  o f  food had been sent to him for analysis by the local r’ood 

and Drugs inspector, and that with the exception o f  one sample o f  milk (which on examinaton was

found to have been deprived o f  11*7 per cent, o f  i t s  fats, and to which 6.5 per cent, oi

water was added) a l l  the other samples were found genuine*

I t  was reported that the person from whom the defective sajnple had been taken had been

proceeded against in  the D istrict  Court, and that he had been fined 12/6 in  respect o f  the two 

o.fences, and as well, ordered to pay £2 towards the cost o f  the prosecutions, together with

unanimously adopted on the motion o f  Alderman Rossiter, seconded by Councillor ifarphy, viz.

the Analyst* s fees.
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As this was the f i r s t  occasion on which the Cinema was reported for overcrowding,the apology

was accepted.

On the motion o f  tae Mayor, seconded by Councillor Ross, i t  was decided to hold the meetings 

o f  the Finance & W>rks, Etc., Committees fortnightly only for tne summer months*

Allusion was made to tne removal o f  the present sitting o f  the Circuit Court from Wexford to 

Enniscorthy owing to tne refusal o f  the County Council to lay linoleum on the flocrr o f  the 

Court Room i . order to eliminate noise, and several members pointed out the big loss this  

would mean to the trading community o f  Wexford.

After discussion, tne Mayor proposed, and Alderman Billington seconded That strong 

representations be made to the County Registrar to reconsider his decision in  this matter; 

and i t  was further decided, on the motion o f  Alderman Rossiter, seconded by Councillor Ftoss, 

that the following be appointed a Dejxitation to wait on the Registrar, and point out to him 

t -e -erious loss this removal means to the Town, namely, the Mayor, Alderman Billington, and 

Councillor Tnomas Walsh.

Alderman Rossiter again raised the question o f  the lack o f  accommodation for fever patients in 

v.e fora Town consequent on tne transfer o f  tne Fever Hospital to New Ross, and i t  was 

explained that the County Medical O fficer o f  Health and the Chief O f f ic ia ls  o f  the Department 

o f  Local Government and Public Health were strongly in  favour o f  adequate accommodation being 

provided for fever patients in the Town, but, so fa r ,  the County Board o f  Health had not seen 

their way to provide such, and i t  was decided to request Dr. BastiBle, County Medical Officer  

o f  ilealth, to consult with the Public Health Committee on thp rnAt.T.o-p-.

A QuArterly Meeting o f  the Council w> s held this day at the Town Hall at twelve o ’ clock noon, 

tne Mayor, in pursuance o f  an Order made by the Minister for Local Government and Public 

Health under Section 13 o f  the Local Elections and Meetings (Postponement) Act, 1931, having 

been empowered to f ix  the day and hour for the holding o f  this particular Meeting.

Tne members present were:- 

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor.

Aldermen: Nicholas Connolly, James Billington, Thomas Hayes, and Richard Gibson.

Cou c i l lo rs :  villiam  Goodison, Cyril Ross, James Gaul, John Walsh, John J. O’ Leary,

Garrett Lononoe James Crosbie, and Thomas Walsh.

Tne .-iiriutes o f  Meeting o f  the 1st June, 1931, were read and signed.

in  pursuance o f  Section 10 (3) o f  the Local Elections Act, 1927, the election o f  a Mayor was 

p r o c e e d e d  with, and coring t e election the Chair was occupied by Alderman Connolly, the

senior Alderman o f  the Borough.

C o u n c i l lo r  Ross, in an eulogistic speech, proposed the following motion:

1st July, 1931

©: Wexford Borough Council



Under date o f  the 15th ultimo, by le tte r  No. M.C.37860/31(A) the Minister for Local Government 

and Pu e 1th forwarded an extract from 5brm L. showing that there were 783 vaccination

defaulters in the borough on the 31st March la st , and ca lling on the Council to take energetic 

action to compel such defaulters to comply * i t h the Law.

It  was mentioned that a large number o f  defaulters had been prosecuted in  batches o f  twenty within 

the past two years, but i t  seemed to have had no effect in  so far as a general compliance with the 

Law was concerned.

After some discussion, however, i t  was decided, on the motion o f  the Mayor, seconded by Alderman 

Hayes, ti at twenty further defaulters should be selected haphazard from the l i s t s  furnished by the 

Dispensary Jedical O lf icer ,  and lega l proceedings instituted against them fbr non-compliance with 

the Vaccination Acts.

Councillors Atkins and Power dissented from the adoption o f  this  nation.

A further le tte r  from the Mini ster for Local Government and Public Health under date o f t  he 29th

ultimo, No. P .n .35573, was read. This suggested that the Corporation should consider the 

advisability  o f  framing By-Laws under Section 5 (2) o f  the Public Health (Ireland) Act, IS96,

for the regulation o f  the water supply in  the Borough, and forwarding a copy o f  Model By-L>ws

which could be adapted to loca l requirements.

A propos o f  this comimnication, complaints were made about the middy state o f  the water supply

at the present time, and on the proposition o f  the Mayor, seconded by Alderman Rossiter, the Town 

Surveyor pro ten was asked to make a report on the supply to the Waterworks Committee, which 

Committee was also to consider the adv isab i l ity  o f  adopting By-Laws as suggested By the Minister. 

The following Resolution from the Galway County Council was adopted on the motion o f  Councillor 

Atkins, seconded by Councillor Thomas Walsh, v i z . : -

"That we, the members o f  the Corporation o f  Wexfbrd, unanimously join Comhairle Iarth iar
*

-lidhe in  prtoesting against the imprisonment o f  Liam Caomhanach by the usurping 

Government o f  Northern Ireland and i t s  henctimen.

MWe further protest against the savage sentences o f  six months in f l ic ted  on Padraig

Sweeney, and twelve months on Tomas MagRaith, the charges against these Republicans 

were that they were in  possession o f  Republican Literature, and a further cnarge against 

Padraig Sweeney with uttering Republican sentiments at the Easter Commemoration in  

Newry."

• With reference to Resolution from Limerick Borough Council on the matter o f  film Censorship 

which was adopted at la st  meeting, le tte rs  acknowledging recdp t  o f  copies o f  same were read from 

the Department o f  the President and Mr. Lenis Allen, i1. D.

The Wexford Cinema Palace Ltd. also wrote stating i t  was not possible at a l l  times to procure 

suitable educational or amusing films for exhibition at children’ s matinees, nor was i t  possible  

to Judge the ages o f  young persons who applied for admission to the night exhibitions, but that 

tney would, as far as possib le , Include educational aim s in  their programmes.

The oarae ainema also wrote apologising for breach, on the 10th ultimo, o f  the Regulations made 

under the Cinematograph Act, 1909, on which occasion the inspector reported that the building was 

overcrowded, inasmuch as several persons were seated in  one o f  the passages, mid giving an 

assurance that the Manager would personally see to i t  that no such breach occurred in future.
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their interest in i t  to any person, but the i*ayor and Alderman Billington, as members o f  the 

iarbour .ioara, made i t  clear that no definite decision on this point would be come to without 

hull and due oe liberation, and that the rights o f  any person affected would be protected. 

Satisfaction was expressed at this undertaking, the publication o f  which would allay public

anxiety on the natter.

Tne 1l xlng o f  tne days and hours o f  three Quarterly Meetings to be held previous to the 23rd 

August, 1932, was then taken up, and the following days and hours were unanimously agreed lo 

on tne motion o f  Councillor Gaul, seconded by Councillor Ross* namely, Monday, the 7th 

December, 1931, at 7-30 p.S^i iJonday, the 7th March,' 1932, at 7-36 P» m.jand Monday, t£e 6th

June, 1932, at 7-3Q1P* m*

The various Comjoittees o f  the Council were formed as follows on the motion o f  Councillor Gaul,

seconded by Councillor Ross.

That the I-lnance and Vfcrks, Waterworks, Old Age Pensions, and Public Health Committees be 

composed o f  the entire members o f  the Council, and that the la tte r  Committee be empowered to 

deal with a l l  sanitary matters arising within the Borough in  pursuance o f  Section 5 o f  the

Public Health (Ireland) Act, IS7S.

That the Cemetery Committee be constituted as under, v iz . :  —

The Mayor, with Aldermen Hayes and Gibson, and Councillors T. Walsh, Clancy, Martin and Atkins.

Tnat the following members form the Housing Committee, v i z . : -

The ulayor, Aldermen Connolly, Rossiter, B illington , Hayes, with Councillors Atkins,Goodison,

T. Walsh, Crosbie, Martin, McMahon, Clancy.

That the undermentioned be selected to act as a Committee to supervi se-the Maternity and Child

Welfare Scheme in  operation in the Borough: Alderman Gibson, Councillors Crosbie, McMahon, T.

Walsh, Gaul, Goo di son, together with the following lad ies  who had acted on this Committee 

during the past year, Mrs. Kavanagh, Mrs. Dowse, Mrs. Hadden, Mrs. Kelly, Mrs. McGuire, and

jliss iAirlong.

That the School ^eals Committee be &rraed o f  Alderman Connolly, Councillors CroB^ie, T. Walsh, 

Gaul, McMahon, with Reverend Brother Lutteral, Mrs. ucTaminey, Miss Pennell, and Mr. Matthew

Lymbery.
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"That Alderman Richard Corish Be 55
re-elected Mayor o f  Wexfbrd for the twelfth year in

succession to hold O ffice until  Quarterly Meeting to be held between 23rd August, 1932*

and the 1 st September, 1932, and until  hi a successor be elected and shall have made a

Declaration accepting Office* "

This was seconded by Councillor John Walsh, wno referred to the unremitting attention which 

Alderman Corish gave to every matter which affected the interests o f  Wexford.

Jo other motion was submitted, and thereupon Alderman Connolly put the proposition, declared i t  

carried unanimously, and warmly congratulated Alderman Corish on his well-deserved re-election.

The Mayor tnen took the Chair, and made a Declaration o f  Acceptance o f  Office.

In retur;dng thanks for the unique compliment tendered to him in  hi s re-election for the twelftn  

successive year, Alderman Corish reviewed the many act iv it ies  o f  the Council during the past 

twelve months, and referred especially to the energetic e ffo rts  which were being made to solve the 

Housing problem. He reminded the meeting that since the year 1920, the year in  which the Party 

with which he was associated secured a majority on the Council, the Council had provided no less  

than 87 houses for the accommodation o f  the working classes, ana that the dwellings provided under 

the last two Schemes were le t  at the comparatively moderate weekly rent o f  6/6 each, whic rent 

made provision fb r the repayment o f  principal and interest o f  the Housing Loan, as well as for a l l  

other expenses including Ground rent, rates, insurance, etc. He la id  emphasis on the fact that 

these houses had been erected by direct lauour, the Wexfpn/Corporation being the only Body in the 

Free State who were allowed to bu ild  otherwise than by contract, and that as a consequence weekly 

employment had been found fbr an average 0 f  46 workmen.

He also alluded to the Scheme recently sanctioned for the erection o f  twenty-two additional 

dwellings on two admirable s ites  at either end o f  the Town, and hoped that in the near fliture the 

demolition o f  some o f  the slums would occupy the serious attention o f  the Council, and intimated 

that on an early date plans would be submitted for the erection o f  three-room houses with proper 

sanitary conveniences whicn could be le t  to slum dwellers with small families at an economic rent 

of from 3/6 to 4/- per week per house.

It  was also proposed to renew watermains in  various parts of' the town within tne next few months 

for which a Loan o f  £1,000 had already been sanctioned, and this work would further diminish 

unemployment

In conclusion he trusted that a l l  the members o f  the Council, irrespective of p o l i t ic a l  outl ok, 

would continue to give him the support which he had always found at his disposal during the many

Alderman Hayes alluded to w o r k  which had Just commenced at Crescent Quay. I t  seemed that a local 

Wrm were using the place wherein to dump rubbish with tne ultimate object o f  acquiring i t  for the

years he had occupied the Mayoral Chair.

purposes o f  their business, and asked i f  the Harbour Board, the members o f  which embraced some

members o f  the Council, had given permission for the f i l l in g  o f  the Brescent by the Hrm in question 

It  was e x p la in ed  that the place referred  to was looked upon as part o f  the fbreshore o f  Wexford 

Harbour, and was. consequently vested in  the Ministry o f  industry and Co merce. The whole matter

T + o+inn between the Ministry and the Harbour ijoard, and an under stand- had been the subject o f  consultation ueo
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|| Counci ilor Power now moved that the recommendation be aoopted, and this motion was seconded by

I  Councillor O'Leary.

I  Exception was taken by some members to the particular point in  the Haruour at which this sewer 

pwould discharge, on the ground that the place was extensively used by bathers, and a suggestion 

1 was made to lay i t  in another direction, but when the excessive cost o f  carrying out the work in

Ejj tiii s manner was pointed out, a l l  further opposition to the Committee* s proposal was waived, and 

| the recommendation to provide a new sewer at an estimated cost o f  £215 was unanimously adopted*

| A le tter  from the Department o f  Local Government ana Public Health under date o f  the 26th June, 

nj 1931 j and numbered 42004 was read. I t  pointed out that only seven samples o f  milk had been 

| analysed in the quarter ended on the 31st March la s t ,  and having regard to the necessity for 

1 safeguarding the milk supplies to the Town, that the number o f  samples sent for analysis should 

■ be increased.

f i n  connection with tni s © mnuni cation i t  was mentioned that twenty-eight samples o f  milk had

I been analysed in. the year 1930, a l l  o f  which were found gemine, and that o f  the seven samples 

| taken in tne quarter ended in  March la s t ,  only one was found faulty, while one o f  the samples 

taken last month was also fcund on analysis to have been diluted with water to the extent o f  

J7• 1 per cent., but that in both cases substantial, penalties had been in f l ic ted  on the milk

1 vendors concerned,

l i t  was further mentioned that the number o f  samples taken had been restricted by request o f  the

I Council, as only £25 per annum was provided for th is  service.

After discussion, i t  was decided, on the motion o f  Alderman Connolly, seconded by Councillor 

B McMahon, to inform the Department that i t  was the opinion o f  the Council that the local Fbod and 

Dru^s inspector was using tne greatest vigilance and taking every precaution to ensure a pure 

^milk supply for the Town, but, at the same time, that no objection would be raised i f  he deemed

i t  well to increase the number o f  samples taken to r analysis, and that he be informed o f  the

Council' s conclusion on the matter.

Referring to decision come to on the 23rd March la s t  to pay a unifbrm rate o f  poundage o f  4^ per 

cent, to tne Rent Collector instead o f  the present graduated scale o f  6 per cent*, 5 per cent*, 

and 2-2 per cent, whereby his remuneration would be increased by about £8 per annum, the Minister

for Local overnment and Public Health by le tte r  o f  the 30th June, 1931 j No. 50812, intimated

that he considered the proposed poundage rate excessive in view o f  the growing rent ro l l  

consequent on the musing Programme o f  the Council.

Has tne Collector was a very energetic O f f ic ia l ,  and had given the utmost satisfaction since his 

[appointment, Councillor Gaul proposed. That the Minister be requested to reconsider his 

decision and allow the Council to remunerate Mr. Scallan at the unifbrm rate fixed on the 23rd 

March la st .

This was seconaed by Alderman Rossiter. ♦

Councillor Ro s, however, moved. That the Comnunication o f  the Minister now read be approved,

and that tne existing rates o f  poundage s t i l l  continue to be paid.

This amendment was seconded by Aloerman B i l l in bton, and was put to the meeting, when i t  was 

de fea ted , the proposer and seconder only being in favour o f  i t ,  while the other members present

fwere against i t .

Councillor Gaul's proposition was then put, and was declared carried by fburteen votes to two

against, wnile one member declined to vote*
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6th July, 1931*

A otatutory meeting o f  the Council was held this day at the Town Clerk’ s O ffice at half-past seven 

o' clo ck p. m.

The members present were:-

Pichard Corish, Esq., mayor, in  the Chair.

Aldermen. Nicholas Co.molly, Thomas Rossiter, and James ^illington.

Councillors: Thomas Walsh, John Walsh, William J. Power, William Goodison, John J. O’Leary,

Garrett Lonohoe, Patrick Clancy, Ja mes Murphy, James Gaul, Edward Bolger, James 

McManon, Cyril Ross, micnael Martin.

The MinuTes o f  meeting o l tne 1st instant were read and signed.

L ia b i l i t ie s  whicn had accrued due up to the end o f  last  month, amounting, in the aggregate, to

£2,191 : 8 . 5, were submitted, and having been examined were approved, and an Advice Note was 

signed to enable the Treasurer to pay them. They included a payment o f  £160 to Mr. Tnomas Bent 

for land acquired at H i l l  Street as a site for vrorkmen’ s dwellings, and Councillor O’Leary urged 

that work should be started on the ground without any delay in order to provide employment for a 

number o f  men in  the lo ca lity  who were id le  for some considerable time past, and wno were the 

subject o f  derogatory remarks by an annoymous writer in  a recEnt issue o f  the local press.

The suggestion was warmly supported by a l l  the other members present, and a promise was given that 

when an instalment o f  the Loan became ava ilab le  labourers l iv in g  adjacent to H il l  Street would be 

employed on the Scheme, but i t  was made quite clear, at the same time, that certain unskilled ipen

who were engaged on previous Housing Schemes would not be displaced as they had become expert in

cement block making, etc ., and i t  would not be an economic proposition to delegate untr ied men to 

this class o f  work.

In accordance with notice advertised in  the two loca l newspapers on the 13th and 20th ultimo, the 

Mayor proposed:

"That application be hereby made to the Minister for Local Government and Public Health 

for an Order declaring Section 21 o f  the Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 19°7> i n 

force in  the Borough so as to enable the names o f  certain streets to be altereo.

I t  was explained that in  the year 1920 the names o f  eignteen o f  the streets in tne Town nan been 

changed, but that the ft>finalities necessary to le ga lize  the change had not been carried out at the 

time, and the Order was now being sought to enable t i s  to be done-

The Resolution was thereupon seconded by Alderman Connolly, and was adopteo unanimously.

A recommendation from the finance and Marks Committee was submitted*. I t  advocated the 

construction o f  a new nine-inch main sewer at Maudlintown at an Estimated cost o f  £215 in oraer to 

allow the fourteen workmen’ s dwellings in  course o f  erection there to be e ffic ien tly  drained into 

Wexford Harbour, and as well, th is  sewer, when la id , would also serve the other houses in the
«

loca lity .

I t  was the o r ig in a l  intention to connect the drains o f the new dwellings with a main sewer

running outside the Borough Boundary and vested in the County Council,but on examination i t  was

found that th is  sewer was faulty, and so the Committee unanimously (1greed to advise the Council to

fa c i l i t ie s ,  and on the assumption that the suggestion would be
provide new and adequate drainage

Minister for Local Government and Public Health had already-
approved by the present meeting, tne

been requested to sanction the obtainment o f  the requisite Loan.
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"We consider that the adoption o f  a Town P lann ing B i l l ,  on the lines o f  that already 

passed by the Senate, i s  a matter o f  immediate importance, and that powers should be 

acqu ired  without delay to p ro v id e  fo r  the acquisition and demolition o f  slum 

p ro p e r t ie s ,  without undie cos t ,  anc the e r e c t io n  o f proper modem dwellings at

rentals suitable to the means o f  the  t e n a n ts . "

"T h a t  t h i s  Council be ing o f  the opinion that the appeal o f  the President o f  the 

I r i s h  Tou r is t  A sso c ia t ion  i s  worthy o f  every support, confidently ask the citizens 

o f  Wexford to he lp  in  every way possible the Tourist Campaign to 'See Ireland F ir s t ' ,  

p a r t i c u la r l y  t h i s  yea r ,  by making arrangements to spend their holidays in  Ireland."

___________________—             — — —----   

C ou n c il lo r  Ross r a is e d  a question regarding the payment o f  expenses o f  delegates to certain 

m eetings. Be s ta ted  that  he was elected a member o f  the Executive Committee o f  the I r ish  

A sso c ia t io n  o f  municipal Authorities at their Annual Conference, and had been suminmed to a 

recen t  meeting to deal with important business, but on enquiry he had been informed by th e 

Town Clerk that no t r a v e l l i n g  expenses or maintenance allowance could be paid him i f  he atten­

ded.

I t  was exp la ined  that C ou n c i l lo rs  Ross and McCabe had been selected as Delegates to attend 

l a s t  y ea r ’ s Conference and had been p a id  their expenses on their return, but that no express 

a u th o r iza t ion  had been g iv e n  at the time, as required by the Local Conferences Order, 1928, 

fo r  C ou nc i l lo r  Ro ss’ s attendance at meetings o f  the Executive Committee, and so p$rment o f  his 

t r a v e l l i n g ,  e t c . ,  expenses would not be a le ga l  charge on the Corporation funds.

I t  was agreed that the procedure outlined above would be followed when Delegates were being 

appointed to a ttend  the present year’ s Conference, 80 that Councillor Ross would be enabled to 

be present at fu ture  meetings o f  the Executive Committee, i f  he were s t i l l  a member o f  that

B0dy# ‘ I

/u z/m j/

/ 0  If "  & /

10th August, 1931*

A S p ec ia l  Meeting o f  the Council was held this day (pursuant to the Mayor's requisition) at 

tne Town Clerk ' s Office at half-past seven o 'clock p. m.

Tne members present w ere :-

P icn a ra  Corisn, Rsq. , ^ayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: Thomas Ro s iter, James Billington, Thomas Hayes, Richard Gibson, and

Nicholas Connolly.

Councillors: Patrick Clancy, James i/iurphy, John J. O'Leary, Michael martin, John Atkins,

James Gau l,James Crosbie, Jonn Walsh, James McMahon, Thomas Walsh,

Cyril Ross, Garrett Donohoe, Edward Bolger, William J. Power, William 

Goo ai son.

The minutes o f  meeting o f  the 6th July, were read and signed.©: Wexford Borough Council



A circular le t te r  from tliG D  !
Partment o f  Local Government and Public Health was read, i t  was

dated the 11th June, 1QTI ^  v
and numbered 53, and intimated that a Public Health Conference on lines

siraila o that o f  last  year would be held in  Dublin on the 20th and 21st October next.

Ine to e Conference was a great success, and succeeded in  focussing public attention on problems 

connected with the health and welfare o f  the people, and there was no ctoubt but that equal success 

would attend the present year’ s meeting, which would be devoted to discussions on the better

housing o f  the people, and poss ib ly  0n the question o f  the milk supply in  relation to health and 

disease.

The Department therefore requested that two members o f  the Council along with the Town Clerk 

should be nominated to attend the Conference, and i t  was added that the expenses o f  the three 

Delegates could be met in  accordance with the .pro vi sions o f  the Local Conferences Order, 19 2S. 

Thereupon on the motion o f Alderman Connolly, seconded by Councillor McMahon, i t  was unanimously 

RESOLVED:- Tnat the ..iayor, Councillor Goodison and the Town Clerk be hereby nominated to

attend the proposed Conference on behalf o f  the Council.

The following four Kesolutions, copies o f  which in  a sim ilar fbrra were received from other public 

bodies and loca l associations, were a<i>pted nem con.

"That we, the members o f  the Wexfbrd Corporation, respectfu lly  appeal to the Government 

to immediately introduce le g is la t io n  whereby 1 rban areas, which are exc lus ive ly  comprised 

o f  buildings, and which accordingly receive only a small share o f  the £750,000 Grant in  

r e l i e f  o f  rates, w i l l  receive such Grant as w i l l  at least reduce the l i a b i l i t y  on foot 

o f  demands from County Councils to a sum equal to that in  the year 1924- 1925.

"While appreciating fu lly  the benefits  conferred on the residents in rural areas by the 

increased Agricultural Grant, we fee l constrained to say that the incinence o f  t i s  Grant 

i s  inequitable to urban areas.

" Rirther, as the increased demand by County Councils i s  Aie mainly to leg is lation , we 

consider that the residents o f  urban areas are en titled  to consideration not less favourable 

than that given the ru ra l areas.

"We respectfu lly  request that immediate steps be taken to bestow on urban areas r e l ie i  in

rates in proportion to that given the ru ra l community.

" T hat copies o f  th is  Resolution be sent to a l l  T» D’ s. ibr the U>unty.

"Tlmt we, the Corporation o f  Wexfbrd, d e s i r e  to mark our d isapprova l and en ter  our 

strongest protest against th e  proposed l e g i s l a t i o n  hav ing  to r  i t s  o b je c t  the fu r th er  

cutting down o f  popularly elected r e p re s e n ta t iv e s  o f  th e  p eop le .  We c a l l  on a l l  T. If s 

to strenuously oppose any such l e g i s l a t i o n ,  and th  t  cop ies  o l  t h i s  R eso lu t ion  t»e sent 

to the T. D 's . o f  the County, and to  th e  P re s id en t  o f  th e  E xecu t ive  Council, as a lso  

to the leaders  o f  Hanna Poll and Labour P a r t i e s  in  tne t a i l . ”

"Being convinced o f  the urgency o f  adequate and well conceived measures being taken to 

deal w ith  the  slum problem i n  ni*>lln and other centres o f  population in  th e  I r i s h  l * e e  

State, we, the C o r p o r a t i o n  o f  Wexfbrd, ca ll  on the Government to press forward the 

Pronotion o f  such l e g i s l a t i o n  as i s  necessary for this  purpose.©: Wexford Borough Council



"rates, arid in tile year 1930/31? not on ly  to neutralise the other increases but to 

prociicdja net decrease in  Town Pate . The decrease in  Water Rate i s  due principally  

to tne dimini shing c arges in  respect o f  Loan repayment, and the increase under the

other heans i s  cue to a number o f  minor fluctuations.

"A  portion o f  tne rural Corporate Estate was acquired compulsorily by the Ir ish  Land

Commission under tne Land Act, 1923, and paid for in 4 ^  Lana Bonds o f  an amount o f  

£1,167 nominal, which were subsequently sold within the financial Year 1928/29* The 

proceeds o f  tne sale with accrued interest, amounted to £1,116 -  17 -  0 and this sum

was applied towards the cost o f  new Housing Schemes on Menapia Avenue and St. John's

Ho ad.

"Two unexpended Loan balances, one o f  £21 ; 10 ; 0, and another o f  £271 I 2 : 4 ,  which 

were nerved in  RfVenue Account have again been transferred back to Loans Account.

"The following Table w i l l  give an indication o f  the progress o f  the collection o f  the

rents o f  Artisans' iw e llings :-

Total weekly Arrears Average No. Max. No. Weeks
Rental inc l. 31/5/31 Weeks rent due by any one

Rates. aue. tenant.

£50 : 4 : 7 £159 : 9 : S. 3 approx. 70 weeks.

"The arrears at 31/3A923, 31/5A929, ana 31/3A930 were r e s p e c t i v e l y  £240 : 8 : 5,

£193 : 7 : 6, end £170 : 1 : -1*

" Tne arrears on Water Meter Charges Account in c r e a s e d  from £139 : 9 : 8 at 31/5A929 to 

£218 : 16 : 0 at 31/3A930, and to £316 : 15 : 0 at 31/5A931* The arrears include 

items w illch would appear to be readily  c o l l e c t i b l e ,  and I  have fbrmed the opinion that 

the Collector i s  not su if ic iently  zea lou s  i n  th e  performance o f  hi s duties.

"The rents charged in respect o f  small d w e l l in g s  fb r  the financial year 1928/29

included certain increases maae from t im e  to  t im e  from tne year 1910 onwards to

compensate tne Corporation for rates which were not collected as such from their

tenants. The Corporation id  not adjust these rents in accordance with the

provisions o f  Section 7 o f  tne L o c a l  Government (Rates on Small Dwellings) Act, 1928,

but resolved instead to make a g en e ra l  in c re a s e  o f  four pence per week in respect o f

eacn awelling fa l l in g  w ith in  the  A c t .  The Corporation’ s particular attention is  drawn

to Sections 7 and 9 o f  the Act.The amount o f  th e  default o f  the previous poor Rate 
Collector was received in f u l l  from the C o l l e c t o r ’ s Guarantors.

" I  nave surcharged certain members o f  the Corporation  with an amount o f  £2 : 7 • 1C

paid to a l e l e g a t e  appointed to a ttend  a Puolic Health Conference in August, 1S28, in 

respect o f  a claim lo r  tn ree  and one h a lf  days’ wages lost by him.

" All Insurance Renewal Premiums have been paid to date.

"Sean 0 hEaluighthe,

"iniu choir.

" L o 'n  A ire  P i a l t a i s  A iteamhla 

A<jus S la in te  Pu ib l idne*  " 

in  connection w ith the surcharge i t  was mentioned that the members concerned had 

appea led  to the M in is t e r  lo r  Local Government and Public Health for i t s  remission, and a 

l e t t e r  under date o f  the 21st July, 1931, No. 48188, was read intimating that the reasons 

i v e n  by the Auditor fo r  making the surcharge were lawful, but in  view o f  the representat­

ion s  :iade by t i le  Appellants, the Minister airected that the amount should be remitted, ano
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L ia b i l i t i e s  which had nor.™, ^ccruea aue up to the end o f  last ronth, amounting, in the aggregate, to

£2,351 17 . 5, were submitted, and having been examined were approved, and Advice Notes were

signed to enaDle them to b e , di scharged..

Councillor Clancy referred to an item o f  £37 : 10 : 0 included in the accounts, being month’ s 

sal -ry o i  tn recently appointed Veterinary inspector, and stated that the resident victuallers  

,/ere suffering an in justice  from the operation o f  the Meat inspection By-Laws nov; in force- 

These By-Laws required that a l l  the fresh meat exposed for sale in  the Town snould be examined 

and stamped b;y the Inspector, while butchers resinent outside the Borough boundary were able to 

dispose o f  meat throughout trie Town which was not subject to such examination, ana Counci . l o r  

Clancy asserted that si ch a practice was being indulged in by at least three non-residents, but 

the meeting was assured that the Sanitary Sub-Officer was keeping a close watch on tne travelling  

butchers referred  to in  an endeavour to prove they were infringing the iiy-Laws, but so far without 

success.

It  was made clear, however, that residents could order meat by post from non-resident v i c t u a l l e r s  

who could then deliver i t  witnout in any way violating the 60 de, but the ni s advent age o f  such a 

course was that the purchasers had no guarantee that the meat was tree from d isease  wnen 

slaughtered, and was in  every way f i t  fbr human consumption, as was tne case wnere tne meat was 

subiect to examination by the Veterinary inspector.

There was submitted to the meeting a copy o f  the Report o f  the Local Government Auditor on h is  

examination o f  the iviunicipal Accounts for the three years ended on the 31st ^arch, 193l, 

together with attested Abstracts o f  such Accounts.

The Report whicn was read, ran as follows:

"No. 46S15A931* 10tl1 June> 1931*

" I  beg to report tnat I  have audited the accounts o f  tne Corporation o f  Vexxord fo r  tne th ree  

years ended 31/5A 929, 3l/3A930» a11*3 31/3A931* Certified copies o f  the A os trac ts  are 

forwarded herewith.

"The following i s  a comparative statement o f  the Sates made for the service o f  t -e financial 

years under audit.
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1923/29 1929/50. 1930/31.

Borough Rate 5/6 5/5 5A0

Special Rate 2/- 2/4 2/6

Water Rate 2/4 1/? 1/2

Total Town Rate 9 A o 9A0 ' 9/6

Poor Rate 6/2 6/2 6/5

16/- 16/- 15/5

It  'will be observed that both the Town and Poor Rates were un ifo rm  in the years

1929/50, and that fbr the year 1930/51 as compared w ith  tne  p rev iou s  two years was a

decrease in  the Town
 ̂ ^  be rgm.rked that o f  the component rates wnich formed th e  t o t a l  Town Rate, the

B gh Rate and Special Rate showed slight increases, whereas the Water Rate snowed a

„ -p+m Mpnt in Uie f i r s t  two years to o ffset  the in c re a s e  in  the o thercontinual decrease suffic ient 1
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Alderman Co a o l l y ,  w.io nad nominated Councillor McMahon, stated that he did so in the 

b e l i e f  that no other member would ue proposed, but as he was mistaken in this b e l ie f ,  a n d  

as several members o f  the general public had expressed t^ him tne opinion that Councillor 

Gaul was in  every way a satisfactory Representative, he pressed Councillor McMahon to 

withdraw hi: candidature wni ch that gentleman did, but at the same time expressed the hope 

that he would be selected next year, and thereupon Councillor Gaul was declared unanimously 

e le c te d .

The iion. S e c re ta r ie s  o f  the Association o f  Municipal Authorities o f  Ireland intimated by 

l e t t e r  tna t  tne Annual Conference o f  the Association would be held in Eublin on the 15th 

ana l6 th  September nex t,  ana requested that members might be sent to represent the

Corporation  on tne occas ion .

I t  was aecided to appoint two members to act as Delegates, and tnereupon Councillor

Goo di son proposed that Alderman Connolly be one o f  the tw>, and Councillor McMahon seconded

t h is  p ro p o s it io n .

C ou n c i l lo r  Power proposed that Councillor Poss be selected, and t i i s  was seconded by

C ou n c il lo r  Tnomas Walsh*

Alderman R o ss ite r  proposed that C ou n c i l lo r  Gaul be sent, and Councillor Atkins seconded

th is  motion.

A p o l l  was taken as between the three members nominated when Alderman Connolly, and 

C ou n c il lo r  Ross were chosen as tne C o u n c i l 's  Representatives, the voting being:-

Rjr Alderman Connolly 15

Pbr Councillor Ross 1l

i<br Councillor Gaul 8

I t  was f l ir tn er  decided, in accordance with the requirements o f  the Local Conferences Order,

1923, to authorise eitner o f  the two members selected, i f  one o f  them happened to be 

ele c t ea  on tne Executive Committee o f  the Association, to attend not nore than two meetings

o f  t n i s  Committee in tne coming year.
I

Tnere was read a co mrruni cation from the Department o f  Local Government and Public Health 

under date o f  tne 13th Ju ly ,  1931> explanatory o f  the provisions o f  the Tourist Traffic  

(Development) Act, 1931* This Enactment permitted the Council to make annual contribut­

ions to any Company approved by the Minister for industry and Commerce whose objects were 

wnolly o r  mainly the encouragement and development o f  tourist t r a f f i c  in Saorstat Eireann, 

and an agreement could be entered into with such a Company to contribute a specified annual 

sum for a period :iot exceeding five years, but the sum which might be raised in any one 

year was not to exceed the proceeds o f  a rate o f  three pence in the Pound.

Tne contents o f  t n i s  conm un i cation were noted.

in accordance with notice given by Councillor Ross at a recent Finance and Vforks Committee

Meeting, that gentleman moved. That the Government be requested to impose a t a r i f f  on a l l

agricultural machinery and parts imported into the Saorstat.

Th is  motion, wxiich was seconded by Councillor T. Walsh, gave rise to a prolonged debate, as

some members held that the wisdom o f  indiscriminate t a r i f f s  was open to question, and night 

operate adversely on tne tnree local agricultural implement works, but ultimately on being 

put to the meeting, i t  was adopted, but with Alderman Billington, and Councillors Goodison
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that he had noted that the Corporation would incur no similar expenditure in future.

The -iayor remarked that while the total amount expended for the period under audit was £87,030:5:3, 

the Auditor haa only been compelled to surcharge the comparatively t r i f l in g  sum o f  £2 : 7 • 1C, 

and tJiis surcharge, as was seen, had been remitted on appeal.

As to the tenants o f  artizans' dwellings in arrear, i t  was tne practice o f  tne Council to be 

lenient with those who, through unemployment, were temporarily unable to pay their rent, but in 1l 

other cases every e ffort  was made to compel punctual weekly payment, and this was evidenced by the 

fact that in three years the arrears had been reduced by over £70.

As to the large sura outstanding for water charges as apart from Water Pates, the ^ayor consioereo 

the Auditor's remarks Justified, and promised that the Special Rates Committee would give t i l s  

matter their closest attention and compel the Coxlector to be more energetic in recovering the sums 

s t i l l  due-

He congratul ted the members on the satisfactory result o f  tne audit, and complimented tne Town 

Clerk for his close attention to the finances o f  the Council, a tribute in which otner members 

joined, and fbr wni ch expressions the Town Clerk returned thanks.

The Accoi-nts o f  the Tecnnical in truction Committee for year to 31st March, 1930, and from 1st April, 

1930, to the 4th November, 1930, the date o f  the abolition o f  this Committee under the Vocational 

Education Act, 1930, as well as the Auditor 's  Report thereon were also submitted but called for 

no co rament •

A letter was read from the Secretary o f  the County Board o f  Health and Public Assistance asking 

whether the Council would be prepared to fam ish  a daily supply o f  about 4,000 gallons o f water to 

the County Hospital from the Town Supply, and as this was a matter whicn required carefUl 

consideration, i t  was referred to the Waterworks Committee.

The report o f  the Borough Analyst on the A rt ic les  o f  food analysed by hira in the quarter enoed on

the 30th June last  was submitted. This siiowed that he had examined twenty-two samples

consisting o f  milk, butter, cheese, la rd , and margarine, which were a l l  found pure with the 

exception o f  two samples o f  milk to which water had been added, and which were as well deficient 

in fats.

As to tnese two cases i t  was reported that proceedings had been taken against tne milk vendors 

concerned who had been fined, in  one case 10/0 with £1 costs and analyst's fees, and in the otner

case, £2 with £1 costs and Analyst's fees.

The Department o f  Agriculture, by le tte r  dated the 5th instant, intimated that on a recent occasion 

tney had obtained fbr analysis four samples o f  butter sold in  the Town, but on examination by t:.e 

Borough Analyst they proved to be genuine*

The election o f  a member to serve as a Harbour Commissioner for one year was proceeded with.

It  was reported that two nominations had been received, and that as required by the Wexford H rba. r 

Act, IS74, these had been sent to the Secretary o f  the Harbour Board forty-eight hours previous to 

the present meeting.

The two members nominated were Councillor James Gaul, tne present representative, and Councillor 

Janes McMahon.

Thereupon Councillor Ross proposed that Councillor Gaul be elected to serve on the Harbour Board fo] 

one year from tliis date*

Councillor Martin seconded this proposal.
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Assistant engineer, Barrow Drainage Scheme (O ffice  o f  Public VJbrks) ( 1925- 27) .

Assistant to l i  strict Architect, Office o f  Public Warks, Cork, ( 1927- 29) .

Clerk o f  VJbrks, engaged on the construction o f  a new Church in Cork since 1929*

All t;ie members in attendance expressed the utmost dissatisfaction with the Commissioners’ 

recommendation, as they held that Mr. Clement iforris, Town Surveyor pro tem, who had acted 

in tiiis capacity on various occasions and for lengthy periods, and who was a candidate for 

the post, should have secured i t .

Complaint was made tnat the gentleman recommended appeared to have had but slight experience 

in building work, wnich, in viewr o f  the activ it ies  o f  the Corporation on direct labour 

Housing Scnemes, was very essential in the O f f ic ia l  who was to have charge o f  these Schemes,

and as well, the inconveni ence whi ch would be caused i f  Mr. Daly, in  a short time, secured 

a position at a nigher salary in another county, as was the case o f  Mr. O’ lonnell, former

Surveyor, was stressed.

Continu ity  o f  responsibility for these Bousing Schemes was ituch to be desired, and the 

po in t  was made that i f  Mr. Morris had been selected, he would have had no inciicement to 

seek fo r  a more lucrative post, as he was a native o f  Wexlbrd with a young family, so that

a l l  h is  interests were centered in the Town.

furthermore, the Commissioners had been requested to give favourable consideration to the 

claims o f  the better qualified o f  the two loca l Engineers (Mr. Morris and Mr. M illar) who

had app lied  for tne post when i t  was befbre vacant in  1929* .

The Mayor, speaking with a due sense o f  respons ib ility , stated that he was satisfied  that

in some cases the exa dnations conducted by the Appointments Commissioners were carried out 

in a casual manner, as he knew o f  candidates who were only asked two or three questions in 

a jocular manner, but, at the same time, he pointed out that under the existing Law, there

was no option but to accept the Commi ssionersT recommendation, and therefore submitted the

following resolution, which, a fter further discussion, was unanimously adopted on the 

motion o f  Alderman Billington, seconded by Councillor Ross, v i z . : -

" That we agree to accept the recommendation o f  the Appointments Commissioners, 

and in accordance with the provisions o f  Section 6 (4 )  o f  the Local Authorities 

(O fficers  and Employees) Act, 1926, and on the terms and conditions la id  down 

on the 13tn April last , xiereby appoint Mr. Arthur Joseph Daly, o f  9> Hackett's 

Terrace, St* Luke’ s, Cork, as Town Surveyor and Superintendent o f  Wexford

Waterworks; but, at the same time, we protest against the recommendation owing

to tne fact tnat in  our opinion the qualifications possessed by Mr. Daly are

not consistent with the qualifications asked fbr by the Council in April la s t .  "

Tt was further decided to request Mr. morris to continue in  O ifice at his present rate o f  

remuneration until  Mr* Daly was ready to take up duty, from which date his salary was to

accru e

The meeting then terminated,
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and Gaul dissenting.

Councillor Thomas Valsh alluded to the heavy t a r i f f  lev ie  on a l l  manufactured fUr iture imported 

into the Country, anc stated that the omission to impose a similar t a r i f f  on foreign joinery was 

a 'rave oversight.

He asserted that last  year no fewer than 23,000 beaded doors were imported, while in every town

in the B’ree State joiners were to be found id le  through lack o f  work, and he held that i f  a

substantial import duty were placed on doors and similar joinery work, their manu facture in tne 

Country would be assured.

He proposed. That the Government be asked to seriously consider the advisability  o f  acting on 

this suggestion, and as well, that a l l  towns in the Saorstat be invited to make a similar request.

This proposition was econded by Alderman Hayes, and was adopted.un

A Special Meeting o f  the Council was held th is  day (pursuant to the Mayor's requisition) at tne 

Town Clerk's O ffice, at ha lf-past seven o 'c lock  p. m.

The members present were:-
*

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in  the Chair.

Councillors: John Walsh, Patrick Clancy, Garrett Donohoe, James Murphy, Thomas Walsh,

James McMahon, Edward j'o lger, John J. O'Leary, James Crosbie, Cyril Foss,

John Atkins, Michael Martin.

The meeting A/as convened i  i order to appoint, in  accordance with the provisions o f  the Local 

Authorities (O fficers  and Employees) Act, 1926, Mr. Arthur Jo86?11 oi Hackett's Terrace,

St. Luke's, Cork, as Town Surveyor and Superintendent o f  Waterworks; this gentleman having been 

recommended for appointment to these Offices by the Local Appointments Commissioners, as per their 

letter o f  the 10th August, 1931 (L.A. 17/5/31) which was read fbr the meeting.

It  appeared from the comnuni cation that Mr. Daly was born in Cork on tne 24th December, 1892, and 

his qualifications were set forth as fo llows:-

B.E. (C iv i l  Engineering) (National University,Ireland) 1914. (2nd Class Hons.) A.M.i.C.E. 

(London) 1920.

Junior Draughtsman, Haulbowline Dockyard, for short periods in  1914 and 1915.

Improver, and later Engineering Assistant H.M. Dockyard, Rosyth, ( 1915- I 7 ) .

Engaged on preliminary survey work in connection with the construction o f  Donebristle 

Aerodrome, Rife, (1917”18)*

Assistant C iv il Engineer, invergordon Naval Base, Ross-shire (1918-20)

Assistant Engineer, Stromness, Orkney, (1920-21).

Assistant Engineer, invergordon Naval Base, (1921-22).

Assistrait to D istrict Architect, Office o f  Public V&rks, Cork, (1922-25).

17th Aigust, 1931*

Aldermen: James Billington, Nicholas Connolly, Thomas Hayes, Thomas Rossiter
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la  accordance with notice already given, Alderman Cbnnolly moved:

"Tnat tlie Resolution adopted on the 1st September, 1930, whereby the eight houses 

now being erected in H i l l  Street were to be roofed with K illa loe  Slates be and 

i s  hereby rescinded."

This motion was seconded by Councillor McMahon.

I t  was explained that this motion was being moved on behalf o f  the Housing Committee, who, on 

the 24th ultimo, had considered an o f fe r  o f  an alternative roofing material, namely, Red 

Interlocking Roofing Tiles, which were being manufactured at Dolphin's Barn, Dublin.

Prom computations submitted to this Committee i t  was fbund that to roof a house with the 

slates would cost (exclusive o f  wages) £21 - 1 9 - 6 *  and with the t i l e s  £14 -  16 -  10, a 

saving o f  £TJ -  2 -  S, and furthermore, an o f fe r  had been received from the manufacturers o f  

the t i le s ,  on condition that they were used on the H i l l  Street houses, to send some o f  their 

machines to Wexfbrd and make loca lly  the entire number required; to engage loca l labour to 

assist tne tile-makers; and also to instruct the slaters in  the fixing o f  the t i le s .

A sample o f  the t i l e  had been examined by the Committee, and was regarded by them as 

satisfactory, and i t  was stated that one o f  the Local Government Housing inspectors had 

approved o f  the material which had passed every test with the exception o f  the snow test, and 

he was satisfied  that i t  would pass this test also.

The Committee had also been informed that twenty houses at present being erected by Waterford 

Corporation were being roofed with the material, and the Mayor, Borough Surveyor, Rjreman 

and Town Clerk had been deputed to v is it  these houses, and collect a l l  information possible 

as to the curability and appearance o f  the t i l e  when in  place, and the Mayor now reperted thfct 

after exhaustive enquiries, the Delegation were sa t is f ie d  that the material would be lasting  

and sightly, and further, that when in  Waterford they had had an opportunity o f  seeing the 

t i le s  in process o f  manufacture.

The present meeting gave the matter f o i l  deliberation, and as a saving would be effected by 

the use o f  the t i le s ,  and their d irab i l ity  appeared to be beyond question, and as their 

manufacture would provide a l i t t l e  additional employment in  the Town, the foregoing motion as 

proposed by Alderman Connolly was unanin*>usly adopted.

Thereupon the following Resolution was also unanimously adopted:

Proposed by Alderman Connolly, seconded by Councillor McMahon, and

RESOLVED: "That the eight houses being erected in  H i l l  Street be roofed with Red Inter­

locking Roofing T iles instead o f  with slates from the K il la loe  Quarries."

The housing Committee as well made two further recommendations, n amely:

(1 ) To build the most easterly o f  the above eight houses o f  s ix  instead o f  seven rooMs as

o r ig in a lly  intended; and

(2) To fUrnish the entire eight with bathrooms and baths.

Both o f  these recommendations were unanimously adopted on the motion o f  the Mayor, seconded

by Alderman Rossiter.

I t  was explained that i t  had been found impracticable to provide a house o f  seven rooms, and 

that the savings effected on the roofs would, to a great extent, meet the extra expenditure

caused by the provision o f  the baths.
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7th September, 1931*

A Statutory Meeting 0 f the fcuncil was held this day at the Ttown Clerk’ s Office, at half-past  

seven o' clock p. m. *

The members present were:-

RLchard Oorish, Esq., Mayor, in  the Chair.

Aldermen: T omas Hayes, Nicholas Connolly, James Billington, Thomas Rossiter, and

Richard Gibson.

Councillors: John Walsh, Patrick Clancy, William Goodison, Thomas Walsh, James Crosbie,

Cyril Ross, James Gaul, James Murphy, Edward Bolger, William J. Power, Garrett 

Donohoe, John J. O’Leary, James McMahon, John Atkins, and Michael Martin.

The minutes o f  meeting o f  the 10th and 17th Aigust, 1931, were read and signed.

L iab i l i t ie s  which had accrued tiie up to the end o f  last  month, amounting, in  the aggregate, to 

£2,295 -  1 -  6, were submitted, and having been examined were approved, and an Advice Note was 

signed to enable them to be discharged.

Councillor Clancy objected to two o f  the items included in the above tota l, namely, £37 -  10 -  0 

month’ s salary to Mr. Mullins, Veterinary Inspector; and £29 -  S -  0, remuneration to Mr. Hickey 

V.S*, fbr acting as substitute while Mr. is&illins was on holidays. He contended that the Inspetor 

should have paid his substitute Airing the period o f  h is vacation, but this contention found no 

support, and the meeting was reminded that the Department o f  Agriculture would recoup £44- 12-0 

o f  the total o f  £66 -  2S -  0 paid to Mr. Mullins and Mr. Hickey*

With reference to minutes o f  the 23rd March and 6th July la s t ,  on which dates i t  was decided to 

borrow a sura o f  £1,215 from the Comrai ssioner s o f  Public Works fbr the pirpose o f  renewing certain 

o f  the waterraains and o f  laying a new sewer at Maudlintown, there was now submitted 16 r execution

a Deed o f  Mortgage to secure repayment o f  th is  amount with interest thereon within a period o f  

twenty-five years.

The Deed was found to be in  order in  every way, and so a Resolution in the following terras was 

unanimously adopted on the motion o f  Councillor Gaul, seoonded by Alderman Connolly:

"That our Corporate Seal be a f fixed  to the Deed o f  Mortgage o f  this date now read, 

whereby security i s  given to the Co nnd. ssioner s o f  Public Warks for the repayment ol 

the sura o f  One Thousand, Two Hundred and Fifteen Pounds proposed to be advanced by 

them to us under the Public Health (Ire land ) Acts, 187  ̂ to 1919>

The Mortgage Deed was thereupon cLly sealed and signed, and the following further Resolution was

also adopted unanimously.

Proposed by Councillor Gaul, 

seconded by Councillor Ross, ana

RESOLVED: "That inasixuch as this Corporation does not immediately require from the Commissioners

o f  Public works in  Ire la n d  the total ancunt o f  the sum mentioned in the Deed o f  Mortgage to them 

t h i s  day executed by t h i s  Corporation, b u t  p r e f e r  to r e c e i v e  t h e  same by instalment* a* occas ion  

m a y  r e q u i r e ,  i t  i s  reso lved  t h a t  t h e  r e q u i s i t i o n  fbr e a c h  a d v a n c e  shall be intimated to the ssid  

C o m m i s s i o n e r s  by t h e  Chairman o  f  t h i  s  Corporation far t h e  time being, countersigned by the Town 

C l e r k .  And that each such re q u is it io n  sh s ll be f c r w a r d e d  t o  t h e  A c c o u n t a n t  o f  the said 

C o m m i s s i o n e r s *  and that a l l  such a d v a n c e s  sh a ll b e  l o d g e d  to o u r  account i n  the Wexfbrd Branch o f

the National Bank* "

6l
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A Reso-ution from the Urban Cbuncil o f  Arklow asking for an alteration o f  the Valuation Laws 

so as to permit a Town, apart from the entire county>to be revalued, was marked "read"*

On the motion o f  Councillor Thomas Walsh, seconded by Alderman Connolly, the sympathy o f  the 

meeting was extended to the widow and daughter o f  Matthew Lymberry, recently deceased, an old  

and esteemed native o f  Wexfbrd, and for many years a member o f  various public bodies.

A Statutory Meeting o f  the Cbuncil was held this day at the Town Clerk1 s Office, at h a lf

past seven o’ clo ck, p. ra.

The members present were:-

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor ( in  the chair)

Thomas Rossiter.

Coucnillors:- William Goodisson, Thomas Walsh, Patrick Clancy, John Atkins, James McMahon, 

James Crosbie, John Walsh, William J# Power, Garrett Lonehoe, Edward Bolger, 

Cyril Ross, James ifarphy, James Gaul John J* 01 Leary, and Mlcnael Martin.

The minutes o f  meeting o f  7th September 1931, were read and signed.

L iao i i i t ie s  which had accrued die up to the end o f  la s t  month, amounting, in  the aggregate,

to £4,261. 4* 4, were submitted, and having been examined were approved, and an Advice Note

was signed to enable them to be di scnarged#

The Mayor referred in  feeling t«?ms to the disaster which had occurred on Sunday, the 13th 

ultimo, when two respected young Wex&rdraai, Patrick Morris and Matthew Busher, o f  Paythe, 

were drowned while boating in Wexfbrd Bay, consequent on the sinking o f  their craft on 

Hantoon Bar, iramediately outside the 5brt.

He proposed that the sympathy o f  the Council, as representing the entire town, be extended

to tne bereaved re latives o f  the deceased.

The motion was seconded by Councillor McMahon, supported by several ether members, and was 

adopted in silence.

There was submitted fbr execution on th? part o f  the Council a Deed o f  Surrender and a Deed 

o f  Agreement relating to a small strip o f  land at Town Parks, containing 296 square yards, 

which the Cbuncil, on the 5th January la st ,  decided to acquire fbr ever from the owner, Mr. 

Richtt’ d Hore, for a sum o f  £20. in order to psrrait o f  the new thoroughfare between St*

John* s Road and wygramPlace to be properly la id  out#

The ctocuments, which had been prepared by the Corporation Solic itor, were fbund to be in  

order in  every respect, and so were dily sealed and signed on behalf o f  the Corporation*

On the motion o f  Councillor O'Leary, seconded by Alderman Billington, i t  was unanimously 

agreed to again approach the Trish Salors and Soldiers Land Trust and endeavour to ptf? suade 

them to erect a further six houses on the spare ground adjacent to the ten dwellings at 

present in  course o f  construction «n  St* John* s Road, although according to a le tte r

5th October, 1931.

Aldermen:- James Billington, Richard Gibson, Nicholas Connolly, Thomas Hayes, and
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In accordance with notice given, Alderman Connolly moved:

That we, the members of the Wexford Corporation, view with grave ooncern the large number

o f  railwaymen loosing their employment, and call upon a l l  traders, farmers, ratepayers,

and general public to support the ra i lw ays .”

This was seconded by Counci lor McMahon, and was adopted unanimously, and gave rise  to a lengthy 

debate, during the course o f  which the serious position o f  railway employees at the present time 

owing to the patronage extended to motor lo rr ie s  and motor omnibuses was pointed out, and 

furthermore, the serious injury to the general public whi ch would follow the threatened curtailment 

of railway services, ana the closing down o f  200 miles o f  branch lines was emphasised.

The following further resolution supplementary to the above was also adopted unanimously on the 

motion o f  Alderman Connolly, seconded by Councillor McMahon;

"That we, the members o f  the Wexford Corporation, ca ll  on the Government to take immediate

action to prevent a National disaster to our Railways, and ruin to our fa irs  and markets, 

and view with grave alarm the wholesale dismissal o f  railway workers; and we ftirther 

demand an immediate Government Enquiry into the financial position and vjorking o f  the 

Railways; and that a copy o f  this Resolution be forwarded to the President o f  the 

Executive Council o f  Saorstat Eireann. "

As per notice given, Alderman B illington  proposed, and Councillor Murphy seconded, the following 

Resolution:

"That this Corporation ask the Government to appoint a Commission o f  independent finance and

ftbusiness men to enquire into the economic condition o f  the Ir ish  Free State.

In support o f  this motion, Alderman B il l ington  contended that having regard to the condition o f

a ffa irs  in Great Britain , and, among other things, to the excessive cost o f  the Ir ish  Civil Service, 

and the uncertainty as to the ultimate cost o f  the Shannon Supply Scheme, such a Commission as 

he advocated should be set up*

Councillor Thomas Walsh, Alderman Connolly and Councillor Ross, expressed entire disagreement fro . 

Alderman B illington1 s views, and the Mayor made a comparison o f  the economic position ot the > ao.stat 

with that o f  Great Britain , showing that the National Debt o f  the former was but £29,000,000, while 

the indebtedness o f  the la tte r  came to the enormous tota l o f  £7,000,000,000, ana gave i t  as his  

opinion that the holding o f  such an Enquiry as Alderman Billington advocated woula no more harm 

than good*

The motion on being put to the meeting was rejected, as only the proposer and seconder were in  

favour o f  i t s  adoption.

The following Resolution from the Corporation o f  Oork was unanimously approved, on the motion o f

Councillor Power, seconded by Councillor Thomas Walsh: o f  ^  Government

"That the Corporation o f  Wexlord protests against the undie delay/in introducing 

Legislation which would secure to the people a supply o f  hyglenlcally clean milk 

conforming to a reasonable standard as to i t s  chemical composition, more particularly  

since the v ita l  necessity fb r  such leg is lat ion  has been admitted by the Ministry.

" That we ca ll  on the Ministry to a l lo t  the necessary time Ibr the passing o f  this  

leg is lat ion  curing the next session o f  the Oireacthas, and we further request that 

measures be introdjced directed towards the eradication o f  tuberculosis from our 

dairy and meat supplying herds.

62

©: Wexford Borough Council



within the meaning o f  Artic le  12(9) o f  the Application o f  Enactments Order, 1S98*

Now therefore, we, the said Corporation, in  pursuance o f  Article 12(10) o f  the said

Order, hereby declare the said Office o f  Councillor for St* Marys Ward to be vacant, and%
direct that a Declaration to this effect at, on, or near the outer door o f  the Town Hall, 

Wexford, shall be deemed to be sufficient notice o f  such vacancy for a l l  purposes, and we 

flirther declare vacant the Office o f  Councillor for St. Iberlus War d formerly held by John

Browne, deceased.

Given under our hands and Corporate Seal this f i f th  day o f  October, One thousand, Nine

hundred and Thirty-one*

Richard Corish, Mayor. Three members o f  the

Seal. Thomas Walsh, T. C. said Corporation*

William Goo di sson, T. C,

Countersigned. Nicholas Bolger, Town Clerk.
There was read lor the meeting the terms o f  a Sealed Order issued by the Minister for Local

Government and Public Health under date o f  4th September 1931, wherein he declared Section

21 o f  the Public Health Acts Amendment Act, 1907, to be in  force in  the Borough, and directed

that a statement o f  the effect o f  the Order should be published twice in  the loca l newspapers

and notified in a conspicuous place outside the Town Hall*

The effect o f  this Order, which was asked for on 6th July la s t ,  was to enable the necessary

steps to be taken to lega lize  the alteration in  the names o f  certain o f  the streets o f  

Wexford, which were cnanged without any le ga l  form alities in  the year 1920, and i t  was 

decided to issue the notices referred to in  the Order forthwith*

A t this Juncture Alderman Billington submitted a Resolution which was seconded by Councillor 

Murphy, and which, after considerable discussion, was adopted, but with Councillors Gaul and 

Goodisson dissenting, the la tte r  on the ground that the subject matter o f  i t  was outside the

scope o f  the business for which the Council had been elected*
*
•phe resolution was as fo liows:-

Resolved:- that this corporation ask the Minister for Agriculture to have established 

National Granaries in each o f  the grain-growing Countied in  the I r ish  Free State to buy grain 

during the busy Season and hold i t  for the farmers u n t i l  a better price cab be obtained." 

Notifications o f  approval o f  increases o f  salary by the Minister fbr Local Government and 

Public Health were read as fo llows:-

(1) To the Sanitary Sub-Officer* An increase o f  £13* a year as from 1st July la st ,  

as per letter o f  3rd, instant, No* 69689*

(2) To the Rent Collector* Rates o f  Poundage altered from 6 per cent., 5 per cent., 

and 2-̂  per cent., to an all-round Poundage o f  4  P©r cent*, but a Poundage o f  2^ per cent 

only to be paid in respect o f  a l l  houses completed after 1st September la st ,  as per le tte r

o f  3rd* instant, No.56223*

increases had been granted to the O fficers ooncerned on 23rd* March la s t ,  and that o f  the 

Sanitary Sub-0fticer had been sanctioned in fo i l ,  while the reoonunendation regarding the Rent

Collector had been modified by the Minister*
A
The Report o f  the Veterinary inspector for September was read* Ihring the month he had 

inspected the carcases o f  100 cattle, 330 sheep, and 45 pigs intended for sale in the Town. 

Of the cattle, 2 carcases and 16 o f fa ls  were p a rt ia l ly  rejected, and 8 heads and 4 o f fa ls©: Wexford Borough Council



received from the Trust on the cn+u t ,e ^7th July la s t ,  i t  appeared that the flinds at their disposal
were exhausted.

6^

A recommendation from the finance and w>rks Committee was submitted# I t  had reference to a

request from Mrs M. A. McCarthy, o f  Rowe Street, fbr a renewal o f  lease o f  plot o f  ground

situate near Windmills H i l l ,  on which the residence known as "Juliamount" stood*

Mrs McCarthy held th is  land, which contained 1 acre and 16 perches, Ir ish  Measure, from the

Corpora ion for a term o f  99 years from IS37, at a rent o f  £5* 10* 0 perannum, and so the lease 

had s t i l l  five years to run*

It  appeared that the house was about to become vacant, and as no ittoney had been expended on i t  

for a considerable time past, a large outlay was now needed to put i t  into a pr-per state o f  

repair before i t  oould be again occupied*

The Finance and Works Committee had th is  recommendation under consideration on the 31st August 

last , when they informed Mrs McCarthy that they could not see their way to recommend a renewal 

o f  the lease u n t i l  the expiration o f  the term o f  the existing one in  the year 1936*

Subsequently Mrs McCarthy asked the Committee to reconsider their decision, and explained that 

that she wished to have more security o f tenure than five years for the money she was efaout to 

expend on the house, hence her request for a renewal o f  the lease, and undertook, i f  i t  were 

granted, to enter into a contract fbr the necessary repairs forthwith, and as well, to give the

Committee an assurance to spend not less  than £300 on the place*

The Committee considered that this explanation altered the case considerably from that presented 

when the matter was la s t  before them, and so unanimously recommended the present meeting to 

accept a surender o f  the existing lease, and grant a new lease under the provisions o f  Section 

140 o f  the Municipal Corporations (Ire lan d ) Act, 1840, for A term o f  3l yeArs from the present 

date at the existing annual rent o f  £5* 10* 0, on condition that a l l  the costs incidental thereto 

were paid to the Corporation So lic ito r  by Mrs McCarthy, and further, that she vrould give a written 

promise to carry out the necessary repairs at an estimated cost o f  £300 forthwith*

On the motion o f  Alderman Hayes, seconded by Councillor O'Leary, the above recommenuation was 

unanimously adopted.

In view or the provisions o f  Section 7(3 ) o f  the Local Elections and Meetings (Postponement)

Act, 1931, i t  was considered tnat the time had now come to take the necessary steps to f i l l  the 

vacancies in  the membership o f  the Council which had existed fbr a considerable time past 

consequent on the death o f  the la te  John Browne, and the departure to America in 1SX29 o l  Mr. 

Patrick Connick who had intimated his intention of' permanently residing in that Country.

Accordingly a Declaration in  the fallowing terms was sealed and signed, so that the two vacancies

could be f i l l e d  by means o f  the cnoice o f  the Council on Monday, the 2nd. prox., v iz : -

LOCAL GOVERNMENT (IRELANL) ACT, I 898.

DECLARATION OP VACANCIES IN MEMBERSHIP OP THE WEXFORD CORPORATION.

Whereas on the 26th day o f  June, 1923, John Browne was elected as Councillor fbr St.Iberius

Ward, and Patrick Connick as C ouncillo r fbr St. Marys « *  d o f  the Borough o f  Wexfbrd.

^  n *> qaid election John Browne has died, and patrick Connick hasAnd whereas since the date o r  saiu
. r  the above-named corporation for over six  months consecutively 

absented himself from meetings o r  wie
. y,aa therefore vacated his seat as a member thereof for absence without approved reason, and has Lneieiu
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On the motion o f  the Mayor, seoonaed by Councillor Goodison, the sympathy o f  the meeting 

was expressed with Covncillor Clancy on the death o f  his s ister, the late M ss  Margaret 

Clancy, a respected native o f  the Town, and on the motion o f  Councillor Ross, seconded by 

Oauncillor Murphy, condolences were o ffered to the family o f  the late John J. Walsh, o f

Vfygram Place, a prominent Wexfbrd c i t i z©n*

With reference to minutes o f  last  meeting, there were received from the Corporation 

Solic itor for execution by the present meeting, documents relating to the acceptance from 

Mrs. m. a. McCarthy o f  Powe Street, o f  surrender o f  unexpired period o f  lease o f  ground 

at Townparks, on wni ch the residence known as Juli amount stood, and to the grant o f  a new 

lease o f  the same property from 29th September la s t ,  for a term o f  3l years at the exist­

ing annual rent o f  £5 -  10 -  0.

in this connection a le tte r  was read from Mrs* McCarthy intimating that the improvements on 

Juli amount had already been commenced; that tne in i t i a l  outlay would amount to £180, and 

that tnose, with other needed repairs, would cost considerably more than £300, which sum

would be expended within the ensuing twelve months.

Thereupon on the nation o f  Councillor T. Walsh, seconded by Councillor Goodison, the 

documents forwarded by the Solic itor were sealed and signed on the part o f  the Corporation.

The position o f  Mr. Sanuel Nolan, Water Rate Collector, was considered.

Tne meeting was already aware that this O ff icer  had been suspended from ckity consequent on 

irretju la ri  t ies which had been discovered in  his accounts, whereby monies which he had 

received on foot o f  water charges had not been lodged with the Treasurer.

As a result he had tendered his resignation to the finance and Ylbrks Cbmraittee, but 

pending advice from the Minister fbr Loc^l Government and Public Health, such resignation

had not been accepted.

Eventually a l l  items o f  Rate and Charges collected by Mr. Nolan, and for which receipts had 

been issued, had been lodged to credit, but acting on instructions received from the 

Minister, the Town Clerk had made arrangements to lodge an Information to secure Mr.

Nolan’ s apprehension on the ground that he had received and converted to his own use

monies collected on behalf o f  the Council.

The Corporation Solic itor, however, advised that as a l l  such suras had been accounted for, 

and as the CbrpoPation were at no pecuniary loss , such proceedings could not be taken, and 

the Superintendent o f  the Garda Siochana, who had also been consulted, was unwilling to act

un til  he was fo rt if ied  with the advice o f  the State Solic itor, which so far had not been 

recei ved.

The Minister nad been kept fo l ly  informed o f  every step taken in connection with this  

matter, and had advised that the position held by Mr. Nolan should be declared vacant, and 

had, as well, agreed to arrangements which had been made by the Finance & Vforks Committee 

regarding the resumption o f  the Water Rate Collection, and this Committee now recommended

that the above arrangements should be carried out.

Thereupon on the  motion o f  Councillor Goodison, seoonded by Councillor Power, i t  was

unanimously resolved:-
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entirely rejected.

o f  the sheep, 17 o f fa ls  were p a rt ia lly  rejected.

Of the pigs, 1 carcase, 6 heads, and 3 o f fa ls  were entirely rejected, while 1 o f fa l  was

p a rt ia l ly  rejected.

Councillor 0 Leary raised a question as to the hardship fan wnich, he alleged, the victuallers  

were suffering consequent on the operation of' the By-Laws relating to the examination o f  a l l

fresh meat intended fbr consumption in the town. He said that cattle were purchased bona fide

as free from blemishes, and that when slaughtered, i f  fbund to he suffering fTom tuberculosis 

or other disease, the whole carcase might be rejected by the Inspector, and in such a case the 

entire monetary loss would have to be borne by the v ictualler. He advocated ante-mortem, as 

well as post-mortem examination o f  a l l  beasts intended for slaughter, so that disease could be 

discovered before the animal was k i l led , in  whidi case the purchaser oould repudiate his bargain* 

It  was pointed out that by the terras o f  the Public Health (Veterinary inspection) Order o f  1929} 

the Inspector was directed, as far as possible, to undertake the ante-ntortem inspection o f  a l l  

animals, but as Mr* i&illins was but a part-time O fficer, and furthermore, owing to the absence 

o f  a public abattoir, such inspection was not feasible.

As well as th is , the Council were only concerned to see that the people o f  the Town were assured  

of a good meat supply and the meeting was reminded that before the By-Laws were finally  adopted, 

a l l  the loca l v ictua lle rs  had been consulted, and had expressed entire approval o f  them, and a , 

sugestion was now thrown out that these traders ought to ©nsider the advisability o f  forming an 

association for the purpose o f  taking a l l  necessary steps to overcome any d if f icu lt ie s  which might 

arise consequent on the operation o f  the Meat Inspection Bylaws, which By-Laws i t  was unaniraoij sly 

agreed were admirably conceived, and were long overdue*

i f . ,  // - S '
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rid November, 1931*

A STAtutory Meeting o f  the Council was held th is  day at the Town Clerk's Office, at h a lt -p a s t

seven o 'clock p. m*

The members present were:-

Richard Corish, Esq*, Mayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: Thomas Hayes, James Billington, Nicholas Connolly.

Councillors: William Qoodison, Oarrett Donohoe, James A rphy, Cyril Ross, James McMahon,

William J. Power, John Atkins, James Crosbie, John Walsh, Thomas Walsh,

Edward Bolger, John J. O'Leary.

. v ,, 1071 were taken as read and were accordingly signed.
The minutes o f  meeting o f  5th October, 19?1. *^re

+ « th «  end o f  last month, amounting, in  the agg rega te ,  to 
L iab i l i t ie s  which had accrued d i e  up to tne

having been examined were approved, and an Advice Note 
£2,985 -  7 -  7 , were submitted, and having

signed to enable the Treasurer to pay them.
Trthanna Morris and Mr. \Mlliam Bu sher o f  the F'aythe, o f  

Acknowledgements were read from Mrs. Johanna
 ̂ them in their recent bereavements,

receipt o f  Resolutions passed with

was
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A le tte r  fora the Minister o f  in&jstry and Gonunerce under date o f  l 6th October, 1931, was 

read. The Minister stated that a proposal had been made to substitute a fixed ferro-concrete 

span for the existing opening span o f  Ferrycarrig Bridge, an d as he was interested from the 

point o f  view o f  wavigation, he wished to have the opinion o f  the Corporation on the proposal’ 

before coming to any decision. He added that the span had been only opened once in the past 

VIS years, and was at present unvro rkable*

Many o f  the members present voiced their objection to the proposed change on the ground that 

i t  might interfere with water borne t r a f f ic  between Wexfbrd and Enni scorthy, and the following 

! resolution was acbpted on the motion o f  Alderman Billington, seconded by Councillor Crosbie, 

Councillor Goodison dissenting, and was ordered to be fbrwarded to the Minister, v iz . : —

"That we, the members o f  Wexford Corporation, are certain thsfc i t  would be against 

the best interests o f  Wexfbrd as a seaport town to close the drawbridge at Ferry­

carrig, and therefore protest against i t * "

Conmunications from Cavan County Council and Sligo Corporation advocating the holding o f  a 

| National Peace Cbnference between the different p o l i t ic a l  parties in  the Country, and from 

f Tralee Urban Council requesting the Government to ca ll  a flonference to consider the present 

economic and financial position o f  the Ssorstat, were ruled out o f  order by the Mayor*

The Superintendent o f  the Garda Sio chana reported that a shopkeeper had been found selling  

explosives known as "slap bangs" without having made application to the Local Authority to be 

{registered fbr their sale.

j The people o f  the Town were suffering much annoyance and discomfort from a practice which had 

become very common o f  la te  o f  youngsters scattering these esplosives (which burst with a loud 

report) on the streets, and as those indulging in  the practice were d i f f icu lt  to discover, the 

i Superintendent wished to be informed i f  i t  was the intention o f  the Council to proceed against

the shopkeeper concerned for a breach o f  the Explosives Act, 1875*

I t  was explained that although vendors o f  these a rt ic le s  had to make application to the 

<5buncil for registration, yet there was no power to refuse such registration, nor had the 

Council any control over the sale o f  the explosives, and as the vexatious practice complained 

o f  snowed no signs o f  abating, i t  was decided to request the Superintendent to nominate one o f  

the Garda whom the Council could appoint as an O fficer under the Act, the former Royal Ir ish  

^Constabulary having performed similar c it ies ,  and as well the Minister for Justice was to be 

(asked to take steps to invest the Council with the power o f  refusing to register shopkeepers 

for tne sale o f  "Slap Bangs" and Fireworks o f  every description i f  i t  were found advisable tbr 

:good reason to adopt tnis course*

As to tne person reported for se lling the explosives without having been registered, i t  was 

, decided to take no action against him, as he was unaware o f  the Regulation, and had now given

tup their sale*'1l

, The Veterinary Inspector's report for the month ended on 31st ultimo was read* Uiring that 

iiperiod he had inspected the carcases o f  104 cattle, 399 sheep, and 60 pigs intended fbr sale 

(!in  the Town.

iOf the cattle, 1 carcase, 7 heads, 1 o f f a l ,  and one tongue were to ta lly  rejected, while 13

lo f fa ls  were pa rt ia l ly  rejected.
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That the O ffice o f  Wnta-n d *
Hate Collector be hereby declared vacant in view o f  the

r 0sisrifttiion thftrpft'Am a p mv* n
Mr. .annel Nolan consequent on ir regu la r it ie s  discovered

in his collection.

lAirther, on the motion o f  Councillor Power, seconded by Councillor Crosbie, i t  was also unanim­

ously re solved:-

That the following recommendation o f  the Finance and Wbrks Committee, as sanctioned

by the Minister for Local Government and Public Health in le tter o f  22nd October, 1931,

No. 791^0, be adopted, v i z . : -  "That Mr. Patrick White be appointed to collect the

.Vater Hates and Vater Charges until  the 31st March, 1933, at a remuneration o f  tenpence

in the Pound on a l l  monies collected and lodged, and that after that date the matter 

be reconsidered."

A Warrant was thereupon duly sealed and signed authorizing Mr. White to complete the Collection 

for the current year, the tota l amount o f  Water Rates outstanding at present date an*>unting to 

£630 -  17 -  6 .

The seats on the Council formerly held by the late John Browne and Mr. Patrick Cbnnick having 

been declared vacant on 5th ultimo, and notice o f  the vacancies thus declared having been received 

from two Local Government Electors o f  each Ward, as provided by Article 27 o f  the Urban District

Councillors and Town Commissioners (Ire land ) Election Order, IS98, the f i l l in g  o f  them was

proceeded with.

Alderman B illington proposed and Councillor Murphy seconded the following motion.

That Mr. Thomas Buckland o f  83, South Main Street, be chosen to f i l l  the casual vacancy 

in the Office o f  Councillor for St. Iber iu s  Ward for the unexpired period o f  the late  

John Browne's term o f  O ffice , but in  any case not la te r  than 15th July, 1934.

This resolution on being put to the meeting was unanimously adopted.

For the vacancy in St. Mary's Ward, Councillor Crosbie proposed that Mr. Myles Bergin, o f  Gibson

Street, be selected for the unexpired period o f  Mr. Patrick Connick's term o f  Office, but in any

case not la ter than 15th July, 1934.

Councillor John Walsh seconded this proposition, but Councillor Murphy proposed that Mr. Patrick 

Atkins o f  O'Connell Avenue be selected to f i l l  this vacancy, and this was seconded by Alderman 

Billington.

On a show of hands three members voted for Mr. Atkins and twelve fbr Mr. Bergin, who was thereupon 

declared elected.
The Report o f  the Analyst on a rt ic le s  o f  ft>od submitted to him far analysis in the Quarter ended 

on 30th September la st  was submitted.

This showed that he had examined 10 samples o f  milk, 13 o f  butter, 4 o f  tea, 3 o f  cheese, and 

one each o f  margarine, sausages, whiskey and sugar, 34 in a l l ,  and that they were a l l  found 

genuine with the ex® ption o f  one sample o f  milk which had been deprived o f  6. 7* o f  i t s  fats.

In connection  w ith  t h i s  d e f e c t i v e  sample i t  was rep o r te d  that the person concerned had been 

proceeded a g a in s t  i n  the D i s t r i c t  Court and had been ordered to pay the Analyst’ s fee and £1 costs.

This was considered satisfactory so far as i t  went, but as there was a great danger o f  milk being

■i ♦ wfiq decided to ask the Minister for Local Government and Public supplied from tubercular cows, i t  was aecj.u«

„ . _r i 01o id.st were a v a i l a b l e  for the t e s t in g  o f  milk for tubercularHealth i f  the  services o f  a B a c t e r io x o ^

B ac i l l i .
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The Mayor in a touching speech referred to the unexpected death, on the 23th ultimo, o f  the 

la te  Mr- William A. drowne, who fbr over ha lf  a oentury was o f f l a i a l ly  connected with the 

Municipality, and had only retired on a well-merited pension fbur years a$). Mr* Browne was

a recognized authority on Municipal law and proce&ire, and was a zealous o f f i c ia l  who always 

had the welfare o f  his native town deeply at heart. iiis demise was keenly regretted, not 

only by tne members o f  the Council, but by the entire Comnunity o f  Wexford, as his fUneral 

cortege snowed, and so he (the Mayor) wished to propose the following resolution:-  

That we express our deepest regret at the unexpected derai se o f  our late Town 

Clerk, Mr* Vllliam A. xirowne, who fbr over f i f ty  years was engaged in  the

adrcLni strati on o f  tne business o f  the Corporation, and fbr close on forty years

acted as i t s  Chief Executive O fficer.

His loss i s  a heavy one to hi s a f f l ic ted  widow and young family, to whom we 

extend our heartfe lt  sympathy, and as a tribute o f  respect to hi s memory we 

hereby adjourn this meeting un t i l  Monday next, 14th instant, at 7-30 p. m.

Alderman Billington in seconding the motion said that the most outstanding features in the 

late Mr. Browne’ s character were his transparent honesty and his straightforwardness. I t  

was well known that his legal knowledge o f  everything pertaining to nunicipal a f fa irs  was 

profound, and tile Council had benefitted by i t  on numerous occasions.

Councillors McMahon, Bergin, Alderman Connolly, Alderman Gibson, Councillor Ross and 

Councillor Jonn Walsh also spoke in  glowing terms o f  the worth o f  the late  Mr. Browne, and 

the present Town Clerk, who had been associated with him in  the administration o f  the a f fa irs

o f  Wexford fbr over 30 years, also added h is  tr ibu te  at the passing o f  a thorough Gentleman

and a loyal friend and adviser.

The motion was then pat and was passed in  silence, the members standing, and the meeting then

adjourned.

An adjourned Statutory Meeting o f  the Council was held this day at the Town Clerk's Office

at half-past seven o 'clock p. m.

Tne members present were:-

RL cnard Corisa, Esq., Mayor, in the Chair.

Councillors: John Walsh, Thomas Walsh, John Atkins, James afarphy, James McMahon,

Patrick Clancy, Myles Bergin, Garrett Lonohoe, William Goodison,

Cyril Foss, James Gaul, Ja^es Crosbie, Thomas Buckland, Edward Bolger.

Tne minutes o f  meetings o f  2nd November and 7th December, 1931, were taken as having been

read, and were accordingly signed.

Acknowledgements o f  votes o f  sympathy recently tendered by the Council were read from 

C ouncillo r Clancy, M r s .  walsh, Vtygram Placei and Mrs. Browne, George Street.

14th December, 1931*

Aldermen: James Billington, Thomas Hayes, Thomas Rossiter, Nicholas Connolly.
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Of the sheep, 1 carcase, and l
o r ia l  were tota lly  rejected, and 4 carcases and 32 o f fa ls  partia lly

rejec e , in the case o f  the pigs, 2 heads were wholly and 15 o f fa ls  part ia l ly  rejected.

Councillor 0 ’ Leary again advo oatocated ante-mortem as well as po st-nortem examination o f  a l l  cattle

slaughte ed, so that the victuallers affected might be in a position to take steps to secure

compensation from the se lle rs  0 f  the animals fbund unfit  while alive, as exhaustive enquiries had

fa iled  to find ah Insurance Company who was w illing  to indemnify the v ictuallers against loss o f  

animals rejected when slaughtered.

As to this matter, the meeting expressed thei r  willingness to meet the victuallers in conference, 

i f  they so wished, to have a general discussion, along with a Medical inspector from the 

Department o f  Local Government and Public Health, on the point raised by Councillor O’Leary.

To clear up a misapprehension as to the sum paid by the Council Ibr the services o f  the Veterinary 

Inspector, i t  was stated that the total amount paid as salary from tne date o f  Mr. Mullins’ s 

appointment on 18th May up to 31st August last  was £159 -  3 -  2, and that o f  this, £106 -  2 -  1 

had been refunded by the department o f  Agriculture fbr his services as Veterinary Examiner under 

the Agricultural Produce (Fresh Meat) Act, 1930.

There was la id  befbre the meeting reports from the Delegates who had attended the Conference o f  

Municipal Authorities held in  September, and the Public Health Conference held 1 st n*>nth, and i t  

was decided to circulate a copy o f  each report to the members fbr their information.

c/ ioa*4{

/// „  /Z '■ */.

7th December, 1931»

A Statutory Meeting o f  the Council was held th is  day at the Town Clerk’ s Office at half-past  

seven o’ clock p. m.

The members present were:-

Kichard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in  the Chair.

Aldermen: James B illington , Richard Gibson, Tho "as Hayes, Nicholas Connolly, Thomas

Ro ssi ter.

Councillors: Patrick Clancy, John Walsh, Edward Bolger, James Gaul, Thomas Walsh, Garrett

Donohoe, James McMahon, M lliara Goodison, James Crosbie, James Murphy, John

J. O’Leary, Cyril Ross, John Atkins, Michael Martin, and William J. Power.

Councillors Thomas Buckland and Myles Bergin, who had been co-opted on the 2nd ultimo, were

also present, having already made and subscribed the Declaration o f  Acceptance o f  O ffice required

by Section 85 o f  the Municipal Corporations (Ireland) Act, 1840.

L ia b i l i t ie s  which had accrued due up to the end o f  la st  month, amounting in the aggregate

£3,031 -  17 -  7 , were submitted, and having been examined were approved, and an Advice Not

signed to enable the Treasurer to pay them.

. m rn included in  the above total. This represented the cost o f  
Attention was drawn to an item o f  £9

V., v, nrocured for the tire  Brigade from Macinlop, Ltd., o f  Lxiblin,six pairs o f  Rubber Thigh Boots procure
 ̂ w«rp not procured loca lly , but i t  was explained that the

and a query was asked as to why they were not p
i contractors for such art ic les  under the Lo cal Authorities 

Firm referred  to were O f f ic ia l
onr) there was no option but to make the purchase tnrough the 

(Combined Purchasing) Act, 1925, anu so

to

;e was
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I t  was also noped to secure from the Re lie f o f  Unemployment Grant o f  £250,000 reoently voted 

by An Dail, a sum o f  £1,400 which would go a long way to develop the site, and construct 

through i t  roads and footpathe, and lay down sewers and watermains, and i f  this Grant were 

forthcoming, o f  wiii cn the Mayor asserted there were reasonaule prospects, i t  would afford  

mu ch-needed employment at the present Season, and would allow necessary work to be done which 

should otherwise be carried out by means o f  a Loan.

The rinance and Vvbrks Committee were very favourably impressed with the Scheme, and were

unanimous in recommending i t s  acceptance by the present meeting.

On a discussion which followed this report, the Mayor contended that the financial provisions 

o f  tne Housing B i l l  above referred to were not as favourable as those o f  the previous Acts 

passea Dy the Oireachtas, and that under i t  houses similar to those now being bu ilt  at 

Maudlintown for which an economic rent o f  6/6 per week was to be charged could not be le t  at 

a lesser rent than 7/7 per week, which was too nuch to expect i*>rkingraen to pay in view o f  

the rate o f  wages at present prevailing, and that the B i l l  appeared to have been drafted to 

suit Lublin, Cork and Limerick, but as to the f ie ld  proposed to be acquired, the meeting 

considered i t  an admirable site from every point o f  view, and that i t  should be acquired 

fo rt-hwi th.

Thereupon on the motion o f  Alderman Connolly, seconded by Councillor Ross, i t  was unanimously 

RE SOLVED:- That the recommendation o f  the finance and T/forks Co;nraittee as to the

acquisition o f  f ie ld  at Whitemill as a s ite  for eighty-tw> irorking class dwellings 

( o f  tnree and four rooms each) containing 3 acres, 3 roods and 30 perches, and 

held in fee simple by Mrs. Margaret Kirwan, be acquired for £350;' and that the 

Minister for Local Government and Public Health be requested to sanction this  

pro po sal.

I t  was fUrtner agreed i f  such sanction were forthcoming, and a contribution from the Relief  

o f  Unemployment Grant received, that a number o f  the unemployed be engaged to commence the

work o f  developing the place forthwith.

The advisability  o f  fo r e la t in g  a Scheme for the erection o f  a further six fbur-room houses 

on vacant ground at Davitt Road North was considered. I

I t  was explained that these dwellings would be o f  a type similar to the twelve already 

completed on Davitt Road, South, but as a higher rent than that charged for these twelve 

would have to be fixed consequent on the financial provisions o f  the present Housing B i l l ,  i t  

was thought that befbre the work o f  erection was put in  hands, an advertisement should be 

inserted in the local press inviting would-be tenants to notify  the Council o f  their 

willingness to occupy the houses at the rent to be decided upon.

The meeting agreed that this would be a prudent course to fbllow,'and so i t  was unanimously 

agreed that tne mousing Committee be empowered to go fUlly into the question o f  erecting the 

six  houses above referred to, and when the Scheme was prepared , together with a fu l l  estimate 

o f  cost and rent to be charged i t  should be submitted to the Council Ibr approval or other-

wi se,

A le tte r  was read from Mr. William Browne, o f  the Paythe, o ffering  to se ll  his land at the

Fblly as a building site fbr a sum o f  £390.

The place was held in fee simple, and contained 4-  ̂ Statute acres, subject to a Land Commission©: Wexford Borough Council



A le tte r  from the Department ^
uocai Government and Public Health under date o f  the 10th

November, 1931, and numbered
was read* I t  enclosed an extract from a Return furnished

by the Medical O fficer o f  Wexfv>r»HIord Uspensary District for half-year ended 30th September la st ,
which showed that there were ,,j>4 ▼accination defaulters in the Borough, and called upon the

Council to take energetic action to compel a l l  such defaulters to comply with the Vaccination Laws.

The meet ng was informed that the Minister not alone desired legal proceedings to be taken against

a l l  delinquents, but wished those already prosecuted and who had not obeyed the Law to be again

summoned under section 147 o f  the Public Health (Ire land) Act, I878 for their continuing offence

o f  non-compliance.

There *as also read a resolution received from Waterford Corporation requesting the Government to 

amend the Vaccination Acts in  favour o f  parents who believed that vaccination would be prejudicial 

to the health o f  their children.

On the motion o f  the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Murphy, i t  was unanimously resolved to defer 

consideration o f  the whole matter un t i l  next Statutory Meeting, at which meeting a statement o f  

the cost o f  recent proceedings against vaccination defaulters was to be submitted.

The Mayor made a report on the advisability  o f  acquiring a f ie ld  at Whitemill as a site fbr a

large number o f  working class dwellings. He stated that the fie ld  in question , wni ch was

situate within the Borough, was held in  fee simple by the widow o f  the late dames Kirwan, o f

Carrigeen, and contained 3 acres, 3 roods and 30 perches. I t  was capable o f  accomnodating 82

houses, and could be purchased out-and-out fbr a sura o f  £350. This price compared favourably 

with the price paid for building ground in  other parts o f  the Town, and the Finance and "forks 

Committee, who had had the matter before them, approved o f  the land being acquired.

The Housing Committee, in  view o f  the Housing ( Miscellaneous Provisions) B i l l ,  at present befbre 

the Oireachtas, were anxious to secure a s ite  which would enable houses to be provided Ibr the 

tenants o f  slum property which i t  was hoped to demolish with as l i t t l e  delay as possible after  

the B i l l  had become Law, and the f ie ld  in question was an admirable site fbr this purpose, and as 

well, would leave ample ground fbr the erection o f  houses o f  a better class later on.

The B i l l  s im plified t*he procedure for the demolition o f  slums, and i t  was intended, i f  tne 

Council saw f i t  to acquire the ground, to proceed with the erection of a certai-i number of

three—room houses thereon at a cost o f  £230 per house.

The money to be raised for the purpose would be borrowed from the Commissioners o f  Public '.‘forks 

for a period o f  th irty  - f i v e  years, the interest chargeable being at the rate o f  5^ per cent, 

per annum, and i t  should be repaid in equal ha lf-yearly  instalments with interest on the balance 

from time to time outstanding, this being a departure from the annuity system o f  repayment in  

operation lor recent housing Schemes.

The Government, instead o f  the Grant given under former Housing Legislation, proposed now to 

bear 30 per cent, o f  tne Loan charges conditional on the Oouncil being responsible fbr payment 

o f  a further 30 per cent., so that the tenants would only be obliged to bear the remaining 40 per

^ lllH have to pay a certain sum in  lieu o f  rates, for insurance, cent., but as w e ll,  they would have to v *

* 4 bring the rent up to 5/4 per house per week, but i f  no provisiondepreciation, etc .,  which would Dnn&
the f i r s t  five years after the houses were completed, then they was made for depreciation fbr tne

« the ratepayers, at 4/5 per house per week, and this was as nuch 
could be le t  without any •

A + was o r o p o s e d  to demolish could affbrd to pay. 
as the tenants o f  the houses/it was propo
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4th January, 1932.

A Statutory meeting o f  the Council was held this day at the Town Clerk's Office at half-past

seven o' clock p. ra.

The members present were:-

Ri. chard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: Thomas Hayes, Nicholas Connolly, Pi chard Gibson, Thomas Rossiter.

Councillors: Edward Bolger, Thomas Walsh, Thomas Buckland, James Murphy, Garrett Donohoe,

Patrick Clancy, John Atkins, Cyril Ross, and John J. O’Leary.

Tne minutes o f  meeting o f  14th December, 19351, were read and signed.

L iab i l i t ie s  wtii cn had accrued cue up to the end o f  last month, amounting, in the aggregate,

to £2,625 -  14 -  1, were submitted, and having been examined were approved, and an Advice

Note was signed to enaole them to be discharged.

Included in this total was an item o f  £390 being the purchase-pri ce o f  f ie ld  at Wnitemill

Po ad acquired as a site lor working class dwellings.

The i.iini st er for Local uovernraert and Public Health , by le tte r  o f  17th December, 1931, No* 

97950, had expressed approval to the acquisition o f  this f ie ld  at the agreed-upon price, and 

as well, pending the receipt o f  the requisite Housing Loan, naa sanctioned the obtainment ct 

an overdraft o f  £400 up to 31st March next for the development o f  the site, and i t  was by 

means o f this overdraft that the payment o f  the purchase money was now made possible.

In connection with this matter there was la id  before the meeting a Qonveyance in fee-simple 

o f  tne field, which had been prepared by the Corporation Solic itor, and dily executed by 

the Vendor, Mrs. Margaret Kirwun, to which the Seal o f  the Corporation was now affixed and

attested by the signatures o f  the Mayor and the Town Clerk.

The Mayor alluded in sympathetic terras to the unexpected and regretted demise o f  the late  

Councillor Goodison, wnich took place since la st  meeting, at wnich he was present, and 

proposed that the present meeting should stand adjourned un til  Monday, 11th instant, at

7-30 p. ra., as a mark o f  respect to his raentory.

He said that Councillor Goodison airing his terra o f  o f f ic e  was reoognized as an upright and

far-seeing public representative, who worked whole-heartedly for the good o f  his native 

town, and his loss would be fe lt  not only by his colleagues on the Council, but by the poor 

o f  Wextbrd wnora i t  was his earnest desire always to serve.

Councillor Poss in a few well-chosen words, regretfu lly  seconded the proposition, which was 

supported by a l l  tne members present, and was adopted in respectful silence, 

betore tne meeting seperated, i t  was decided, on the motion o f  the Mayor, seconded by 

Alderman Connolly, to convey to Mr. M. J. O’ Connor, Corporation Solicitor, the sympathy o f  

the Council on the recent death o f  his brother, the late  Sir James O’ Connor, a former Lord 

Justice o f  Appeal under tne British regime, whose intellectual g i f ts  were o f  a very high 

order and shed lustre on his native town o f  Wexfbrd.

The meeting then arose*
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annuity o f  £9.

I t  was agreed that Mr. O’ Mallav <
Vi nousing Inspector, o f  the Department o f  Local Government and

Public Health, who was expected in Wexford in a day or two, should be asked to inspect this land 

and g ve h s opinion as to i t s  su itab ility  as a site fbr working class dwellings.

Tn accordance with notice tiivsn «+& en at the finance and Ibrks Committee on the 7th instant, Councillor
Goodison moved:

That consequent on the expenses which His Wsrship the Mayor w i l l  have to defray in  

the year 1932 in  representing exford at the Fiichari stic Congress, and at the 

Qelebrations in connection with the conversion to Christianity o f  Ireland by Saint 

Patrick, his salary fbr the three quarters ended on the 31st December, 1931; 31st 

March, 193^; and 30th June, 1932; be increased by £25 per quarter, but after this  

la tte r  date such extra remuneration w i l l  cease to be paid ."

The motion was seconded by Alderman Connolly, but as a certain amount o f  opposition became 

apparent, Councillor Goodison, at the request o f  the Mayor, withdrew i t .

On the motion o f  the Mgor, seconded by Alderman Billington, i t  was decided that tne range o f  

fourteen houses now almost completed at Maudlintown be known in future as "St. Magdalen's Terrace". 

A letter from the I r i sh  Live Stock Exporters’ and Traders’ Association Limited, o f  Eublin, was 

read.

118 purport was to exhort the l iv e  stock exporters and farmers o f  Wexfbrd Cou -ty to give whole­

hearted support to the Wexfbrd Steamship Company trading between Wexford and Birkenhead, in view 

o f the attempts which were being made by a r i v a l  foreign Company to drive the Wexfbrd Company out 

o f existence.

The Association had given the loca l Company, which had recently extended i t s  activ ities  between 

Dublin and Birkenhead, their unanimous support, and in  view o f  the policy which Coast Lines 

Limited had recently adopted o f  reducing their rates for the transport o f  l ive  stock to.an 

uneconomic figure in  an attempt to in ju re  the Wexford Company, i t  was most important that the 

latter should receive a l l  the encouragement possible, as i t  was certain, i f  the service were 

withdrawn, that the rectaction in  freight ma de by Coast Lines Limited w>uld prove o t  short 

duration.

The meeting fu l ly  approved o f  the tone o f  this  coimunication, and expressed a hope that a l l  local  

shippers and traders would avail o f  the service o f  the Wexford Steamship Company for their sea^ 

borne t r a f f i c  whenever possible, but at the same time a suggestion was thrown out to the 

proprietors to see that their employees were being paid a fa ir  rate o f  wages.

A Resolution receiveo from the Tipperary (S .R .) County Council calling for the in it ia t ion  o f  a

u n o *  thfl finances fbr which should be provided by the flotationnew Housing Scheme on National l ines, tne

1  ̂ oh" in vIpw o f  the Housing Legislation at present before the Oireachtas,o f  a Loan, was marked "read m  view ox
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Road, Worth, the three-room houses, aa already decided upon, to be reserved lor the 

occupants o f  slum dwellings in various parts o f  the town which i t  was intended to demolish

in the near future.

The cost o f  the first-mentioned Scheme, including £1,100 towards the acquisition o f  the 

H eld  and i t s  development, vrould amount to £7,918, and o f  the second £1,500.

The total cost o f  development was estimated to reach £1,400, but by letter under date o f  the 

17th December, 1931, No. 97950, the Minister for Local Government and Public Health 

intimated that a Grant o f  £700 had been allocated from the Relief o f  Unemployment Rind 

towards the w rk  which was already proceeding, so that i t  was necessary to include in the 

Loan o f £7,918 now proposed to be raised, tne other £700 required.

The rent intended to be charged tor the three-room houses was 4/5 per nouse per week, while 

a rent o f  7/7 would need to be charged fbr the bungalows to be built  on Davitt Road, North,

for tne reasons explained at meeting o f  the 14th ultimo.

Tne meeting were unanimously in favour o f  both Schemes being carried out with a l l  possible 

despatch, the Housing Committee having spent nuch thought and time on their preparation, and 

accordingly, on the motion o f  Councillor Crosbie, seconded by Councillor T. Walsh, i t  was

resolved: -

That the erection, by direct labour, o f  2S three-room houses on Whitemill Road 

fbr displaced occupiers o f  slum property, be proceeded with, and that the Minister 

fbr Local Government and Public Health be requested to sanction the obtainment o f  

the requisite Loan o f  £7,918 from the Commissioners o f  Public Ybrks, said Loan 

to i  * elude a sum o f  £1,100 towards the development o f  the entire fie ld  as well as 

for i t s  acquisition.

I t  was further resolved on the motion o f  Alderman Connolly, seconded by Councillor Ross:

That the provision o f  six fbur-room bungalows on Davitt Road, Nortn, to be also 

built by direct labour, be hereby approved, and that the Minister fbr Local 

Government ana Public Health be requested to sanction the raising o f  a Loan o f

£1,500 from the Commissioners o f  Public VJbrks for the purpose* 

fbrmal applications for the requisite sanctions were thereupon ciily signed by the Mayor and

the Town Clerk.

On the motion o f  Councillor Atkins, seconded by Councillor Bergin, i t  was decided to invite, 

by advertisement in the local newspapers, applications fbr the six houses to be built on 

Davitt Road, so that the Council might have some idea o f  the demand for dwellings o f  this

class.

A le tte r  was read from the Chief Executive Officer o f  the Town o f  Wexford Vocational 

Education Committee intimating that vacancies existed on the Committee consequent on two 

members having le f t  Wexford permanently, ana stating that the Committee wished that Mr.

James J. Stafford, of' Cromwell’ s Hjrt, and Miss Mortimer, the Manageress o f  the Celtic 

Laundry, might be selected to f i l l  tnese two vacancies.

Accordingly, i t  was proposed by Councillor Bergin, seconded by Alderman Hayes, and unanim­

ously resolved:-

That Mr. James J. Staffbrd and Miss i.jortimer be elected as members o f  the 

Vocational Ecti cation Committee fbr the un expired period o f  o ff ice  o f  the Rev.

Brother lu ttera l and Mr. John Martin.
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11th January, 1932.

An adjourned Statutory Meeting o f  the Council was held this day at the Town Clerk's O ffice at 

naif-past seven o 'clock p. m.

The members present were:-

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor ( in  the chair).

Aldermen: James B illington, Thomas Rossiter, Thomas Hayes, Nicholas Connolly.

Councillors: Cyril Ross, Patrick Clancy, Thomas Walsh, John Atkins, Garrett Donohoe,

Thomas Buckland, Myles Bergin, James Murphy, James Crosbie, Eaward Bolger,
a

William J. Power, and Michael Martin.

The minutes o f  meeting o f  the 4th instant were read and signed.

The question o f  in st itu ting  lega l proceedings against a l l  vaccination defaulters in the 

Borough, whether already prosecuted or not, a matter which had been adjourned from meeting o f  

14th December la s t ,  was again taken up.

Co mimni cations fro^ the Minister fbr Local Government and Public Health o f  10th November and 

23rd December, 1931, advocating energetic action to ensure that the vaccination laws would be 

complied with, were read, and a statement as to the resu lt o f  proceedings taken against 57 

defaulters between August, 1930, and June, 1931, was submitted.

This showed that the le ga l  expenses attendant on these proceedings amounted to £34 -  12 -  0, and

that the amount o f  lines and costs recovered wa3 only £ 3 - 3 - 0 .

As a result o f  the proceedings, 21 o f  those prosecuted had had their children subsequently 

vaccinated, while 3l  others, although fined, s t i l l  refused to comply with the law, while in the 

remaining five cases, ce rt i f ica tes  were produced to show that tne children concerned were un fit  

for vaccination.

I t  was explained that the Minister expected that the above 3l delinquents should again be 

proceeded against under Section 147 o f  the Public Health Act, I878, as well as a number o f  the

834 defaulters resident in  the Borough on 30th September la s t  under the Vaccination Acts.

In the course o f  a discussion on th is  matter, the heavy le ga l  costs which a large number o f  

prosecutions would enta il,  was alluded to, as was also the comparative fa i lu re  o f  previous 

prosecutions to attain the end aimed at, and i t  was also pointed out that at the present time 

many children were suffering from mal-nutrition consequent on the large number o f  unemployed 

in  the Town, and so, taking a l l  these circumstances into account, i t  was proposed by Counci lo r  

Thomas Walsh, seconded by Alderman Connolly, and unaniraously resolved:

That the question o f  in st itu ting  proceedings under the Public Health and Vaccination

Acts against defaulting parents, be adjourned for a period o f  tw> months.

I t  was further resolved, on the motion o f  Councillor Thomas Walsh, seconded by Alderman Connolly,

to adopt a Resolution fbrwaraed by the Waterford Corporation in  tne following terms:

"That the Government be requested to amend the Law dealing with vaccination so that 

persons wno believe that vaccination would be pre jud ic ia l to the health o f  their  

children w i l l  not be l i a b l e . f o r  penalties under the Vaccination Acts."

Referring to minutes o f  14th December la s t ,  recommendations from the Housing Committee were 

considered.

The f i r s t  advocated the erection 0 f  2S three-room two-storey houses on portion o f  f ie ld  at 

Whitemill ft) ad, and the seoond the provision ot s ix  good class tbur-room uungalows at Davitt
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walls wit:; inscriptions in tar or paint airing the course o f  the contest, as i t  was 

almost impossible to remove the inscriptions wnich remained a permanent eyesore, and this

appeal was warmly supported by a l l  the members present at the meeting.

C s/icv u l

A/ W t V -

1st February, 1932.

A -'tatutory Meeting o f  the Council was held this day at the Town Clerk’ s Office at ha lf­

past seven o' clock p. m.

The members present were:- 

Mchard Cbrish, Esq., Mayor, in tne Chair.

Alnermen: James Billington, Thomas Hayes, Nicholas Connolly, Thomas fossiter, and

Pi chard Gibson.

Councillors: Cyril Poss, Myles Bergin, Patrick Clancy, Thomas Walsh, Garrett Ibnohoe,

John J. O’Leary, James Murphy, Thomas Buckland, Edward Bolger, James Gsul,

James Crosbie.

The minutes o f  proceedings o f  meeting o f  11th January, 1932, were read and signed*

Li abi l i  t i e s  whi cn hao accrued taue up to the end o f  last  month, amounting, in  the aggregate, 

to £1,411 - 12 -  1 were submitted, and having been examined were approved, a .d an Advice

Note was signed to enable them to be discharged.

.^iss Bridget Goodison o f  John Street, by le tte r ,  sincerely thanked the Council fbr the 

vote o f  condolence tendered to her on the death o f  her brother, the late Councillor William

Goo di son.

Referring to minutes o f  last meeting, on which occasion i t  was decided to defer action in 

the matter o f instituting legal proceedings against vaccination defaulters in the Borough

for a period o f  two months, a le tter under date o f  the 26th J-.mary, 1932, No. 5682, from 

the Minister lor Local Government and Public Health was read, requesting to be infbrmed o f

the reasons wni ch led the Council to come to such decision.

It  was decided again to inform the Minister that in  view o f  the heavy lega l expenses which 

a large number o f  prosecutions would entail, having regard to the fact that the net cost o f  

proceedings already taken against 57 delinquents had amounted to £31 -  9 ~ 0, as well as to 

the comparative fa ilure o f  recent prosecutions to oompel parents to obey the vaccination 

laws, and nlso to the fact that a large number o f  children were in a delicate state o f  

nealtn owing to the scarcity o f  employment in the Town, the Council, on 11th ultimo, 

arrived at tne conclusion tnat i t  would be wise to adjourn the question o f  taking proceed­

ings until meeting di e to be held on 7th March next, and that since that decision had been

arrived at an outbreak o f  Mumps through the town was, in the opinion o f  the present meeting, 

a fUrtner cogent reason for suspending legal action at the present time.

A report from Mr. B. G. Fagan, Borough Analyst, on the 42 articles o f  fbod submitted to him

for analysis in quarter ended on 31st December last  was read.

This showed that he hao examined 13 samples o f  milk, 7 o f  butter, 5 o f  cheese 4 o f  whiskey,

4 o f  tea, 2 o f  dripping, 2 o f  margarine, and one each o f  sausage, luncheon sausage, white 

pudding, skim-milk, and Sandeman’ s Port wine, and that with the exception o f  one sample o f
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The adv isab ility  o f  providing fa c i l i t ie s  fbr w e ig h in g  potatoes sold in bulk in Qornmarket was 

consi dered.

I t  appeared that members had received many complaints as to gacks 0 f  potatoes purchased from 

farmers in  the Market fa l l in g  far short o f  their reputed weight when tested, and i t  was urged 

that a beam and scales should be available Ibr those who wished to have the weight o f  their  

purchases verified .

I t  was recalled  that some years ayo a private indivictial had provided at nis own expense a 

scales fbr this purpose, £> r the use o f  which he charged a small fee, but tnat tnis ct stom had 

lapsed fbr a considerable time.

prom a report submitted by the Town Surveyor i t  appeared that there was a beam and scales in  

store, and that to procure the requisite weights and a tripod for i t  vould entail an outlay o f  

£5 -  13 -  6.

I t  was stated by a member that a person resident in Oommarket was w il l in g  to take cnarge o f  tne 

scales and set i t  up on Market Lays fbr the fees which he would receive for i t s  use, ana so, on 

the motion o f  Alderman Connolly, seconded by Councillor Crosbie, i t  was decidea to expend a sum 

o f  £o -  13 -  6 in  putting the beam and scales into proper order.

I t  was further decided to have a l i s t  o f  conditions governing their use drawn up, and an

advertisement inserted in the loca l Press inv it ing  applications from persons w illing  to act as 

\7eighraaster for the fees to be paid by those using the scales.

The Corporation o f  Cork, by le t te r  dated 30th December, 1931* bespx)ke support for the I r ish

Agricultural and Industria l Fair and Exhibition to be held in  that City from May to September 

next, and suggested that the Council should ava il  o f  tne project to draw attention to the 

resources o f  Wexford by applying fbr space which would be u t i l iz e d  for making a display o f  the 

commercial, industria l,  and educational resources o f  the town.

I t  was held that this matter was one for the attention o f  the loca l Development Association, to 

which i t  was referred  on the nfction o f  the Mayor, seconded by Alderman Billington.

On the motion o f  Councillor Murphy, seconded by Councillor Atkins, the following resolution  

received from the Leitrim County Council was unanimously acbpted, although fbr over 60 years 

work was entire ly  suspended throughout the Diocese o f  Ferns on Catholic Holydays.

"That we resolve that no business shall be transacted by the Council, i t s  o f f ic e rs

or servants, said no meetings shall be held on Catholic Holydays. Business 

should be transacted as usual on a l l  other holidays. "

Councillor Ross alluded to the many acts o f  charity performed for the sick poor o f  the town 

during the past year by Sister Borgia o f  the Community o f  the Nuns o f  St. John o f  God. The 

v is i t s  o f  the S ister haa done nuch to a l lev ia te  the sufferings and privations o f  indigent

inva lids , and i t  was but f i t t in g  that the Council snould put on record their appreciation o f

good work nobly done.

Councillor Bolger and the Mayor added their testimony as to the ben iflc ient daily a c t iv it ie s  

o f  S ister  Borgia during 1931* meeting s a whole thoroughly endorsed these expressions

o f  appreciation.

The Mayor alluded to the forthcoming General klection, and made an earnest appeal to the

partizans o f  the d ifferent p o l i t ic a l  parties in  the town to re fra in  from d is f lgu ir in g  the dead©: Wexford Borough Council



The other two candidate weBe not proposed, and so a poll was taken as between Mr. Roche and

Mrs. Covmors with tne following result.

i*br Roche Councillors Bolger, A&irphy, O'Leary, lonohoe, Walsh, Clancy, Boss,

Aldermen Hayes and Billington, and the Me.yo€»------------------------------------ 10

i'br ,.rs . Connors. Councillors Crosbie, Gaul, Buckland, Bergin, Aldermen Rossiter

Gibson and Connolly -----------------------------------------------------------------------------  7

Mr. Focne was thereupon elected as Weighmaster.

as complaints had been received by members from time to time about farmers selling farm 

pro dice from carts from street to street to the detrimant o f  local shopkeepers, and as the 

weight o f  potatoes so purchased was often open to question, i t  was decided, on the motion

o f  Alderman Billington, seconded by Councillor Ross, to appoint a Committee to go into the 

whole matter carefully, ana see what means could be fbund to regulate the sale o f  such 

commodities throughout the town, having in view the fact that the Street' Trading Act, 1926,

was in fu ll force in the Borough.

The following members were named to serve on this Committee: Aldermen Billington, Hayes,

Connolly, and Councillors Clancy, T. Walsh, Bolger, and the Mayor.

Resolutions received from the People's Rights Association demanding a public inqiiry  into 

tne conditions existing in Arbour H il l  M ilitary Prison, and from Clann Na nGaedheal 

protesting against the action o f  the Government in Supporting by public money the erection 

in Dublin o f  a Ivlemorial to the Irishmen who fe l l  in the Great War, were ruled out o f  order 

by tne Mayor, on the ground that i t  was not the function o f  the Council to deal with such

questions, and a further Resolution from New Ross Urban Council asking the Government not to

enforce the proposed reduction o f  five per cent, in  the salaries o f  the Garda Siochana, was 

not moved, as according to the latest information available this matter had been satisfact­

o r i ly  settled.

Councillor Clancy alluded to the approaching General Election, and urged the Council to do 

everytning in their power to assure that as many o f  the unemployed as possible would be 

engaged to act as Presiding Officers and Poll Clerks.

I t  was explained that the employment o f  a l l  the necessary o f f ic ia ls  rested solely with Mr. 

Dwyer, the Returning Officer, who was responsible for the proper conduct o f  the Election, 

but nevertheless i t  was aedded to approach Mr. Dwyer, and ask him to find positions for as

many competent out-of-work people as he possibly could.

Councillor Buckland called attention to a complaint, which according to the local newspapers 

had been made by Mr. Barry, County Surveyor, at a recent meeting o f  the County Council as to

the Redmond Iso an having been opened without his permission.

This thoroughfare was one o f  the Main Roads within the Borough, and i t  seemed that Messrs. M. 

O'Connor b Co., building Contractors, who had to excavate in  order to oonnect a water supply 

from the main in the roadway, had asked for and secured the permission o f  the Borough

Surveyor to do the necessary work on condition that the surfece would be re-instated in a

satisfactory manner, but the County Surveyor held that such permission should have been

obtained from him.

I t  was submitted that Messrs. O'Cbnnor had adopted the proper procecLre, as the roadway in  

question, though vested in the County Council, was maintained under contract by the©: Wexford Borough Council



milk, and one o f  nri ping, a l l  the other art ic les  were tJund to be genuine*

The defective sample o f  milk had been deprived o f  11*7# o f  i t s  fats, and the dripping contained 

10.0# o f  water.

With reference to these two samples, a report from the local inspector o f  Fbo d and DrugB was read, 

wherein ne stated that the vendor o f  the milk had been prosecuted at the 1l  str ict Court on 18th 

December last, but that the case had been disrai-'sed on the defendant undertaking to pay the 

Analyst’ s fee as well as £1 towards the prosecuting So lic ito r ’ s costs, and that the shopkeeper
f

from whom the dripping had been purchased had been proceeded against on 13th ultimo, when tne case 

was dismissed under the Probation o f  Offenders Act, on condition that he paid the Analyst’ s fee anc 

£1 as costs.

Referring to minutes o f  la st  meeting, on which occasion i t  was decided to inv ite  by aoverti sement

applications from persons w i l l in g  to act as Weighmaster at a Scales to be provided in Gommarket 

for weighing potatoes in bulk, i t  was reported that four applications had been received tor the 

position on the conditions drawn up by the Finance and 'torks Committee on 25th ultimo- 

These conditions were now read over to the present meeting, and were unanimously approved, as 

follows:-

1. The Weighing Machine, wJhich w i l l  be stored in  the Town H all, w i l l  be in  the sole charge o f  

the person appointed, but i t  i s  to remain the property o f  the Corporation, and must be returned 

to them in good order i f  the weichmaster resigns the position, or i f ,  for any reason, the 

Corporation wishes to dispense with his or her services, which may be done on one week’ s notice.

2. The Scales must be set up in  Oornmarket on a l l  Wednesdays and Saturdays throughout tne year
I

(with the exception o f  the Wednesdays and Saturdays in  May, June, and July) and nust be available  

on such days from 9-0 a# m. to 1-0 p. m. , and the Weighmaster must be in personal attendance at

the Scales between these hours.

There i s  no objection, however, to the Scales being ava ilab le  during the months o f  May, June, and 

July, i f  the Weighmaster so desires.

3* The fee to be charged to the s e l le r  o f  potatoes who uses the s c a le s ,  which fee i s to be 

retained by the Weighraaster, w i l l  be at the ra teo f one penny for every bag o f  ten stones, or part

o f  ten stones.

4. The weights and Scales are to be always kept clean and in  perfect condition, and must be sent 

by the Weighmaster to be tested by the Inspector o f  Weights and Measures annually, the charge 4> r 

such test to be defrayed by the Corporation, ano the weights and Scales to be conveyed by them to 

to the Office o f  the Inspector.

5. The person appointed i s  not to be classed as an O ff icer  o f  the Corporation, and i f  h is  or
compensation, for any

her services are at any time dispensed with, he, or she, w i l l  not be entitled to any/pecuniary 

loss which he or she may sustain by being deprived o f  the position o f  Weighmaster.

6. The Weighraaster must furnish, every Monday morning to the Town Clerk, a Return o f  the 

quantity o f  potatoes weighed by him or her on the Weighing Machine during the previous week.

The ifcur a p p l ic a t io n s  for the post were then opened and were found to be from Patrick Sinnott, 

o f  IXike S t r e e t ;  P a tr ic k  Boyce, o f  Cornmarket; Bridget Connors, o f  Oornmarket; and Thomas

Roche, o f  Jo tin’ s Gate S t r e e t .

Alderman Connolly thereupon proposed that Bridget Co inors be selected fbr the position, and 

councillor  Bergin seconded th i s p ro po sit io n , while Councillor Walsh proposed that Thomas Roche 

be se le c te d ,  t h i s  proposal being seconded by Alderman Hayes.
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"That we extend our greetings to Mr. de Valera as the future president o f  the 

Ir ish  Free State, and request him to use a l l  his efforts to secure peace and

prosperity for our native land .”

The question o f  instituting legal proceedings under the Vaccination and Public Health Acts

against a l l  vaccination defaulters in the Borough, a matter which was adjourned on 11th 

January last to present meeting, was again brought forward, but on the motion o f  Councillor

Ross, seconded by Councillor Thomas Walsh, i t  was unanimously

RESOLVE!: That a decision on the advisability o f  carrying out prosecutions against

parents who have failed to comply with the Vaccination Laws be s t i l l  further adjourned to 

enable the incoming Government to deal in a sympathetic manner with this vexed question.

It was also decided to forward to the Deputy to be appointed as Minister tor Local 

Government and Public Health a copy o f  Resolution adopted on 11th January last calling for

an amendment o f  the Vaccination Acts*

As per notice given at a recent meeting o f  the Finance and Tflbrks Committee, Councillor 

Thomas Walsh iroved:- That the annual subscription o f  the Council to the fiinds o f  the 

Association o f  Municipal Authorities o f  Ireland be increased from £ 2 - 2 - 0 t o £ 5 - 5 - 0  

in accordance ’with decision come to at last  Annual Congress o f  the Association.

The proposition was seconded by Alderman Connolly, and a le tte r  from the Honorary Secret­

aries o f  the Association was read explaining that i t  had been fbund necessary to increase

the annual membership subscription, as income on the existing basis was fbund insufficient

to meet annual expenditure.

The motion on being put to the meeting, was declared carried, but with Councillors Bolger

and McMahon dissenting.

Councillor Bolger, in accordance with notice already given by him moved:

"That the Obelisk at Monument Place be demolished, as i t  i s  in  a very defective

condition, and in danger o f  collapse."

It  was explained that a recent examination o f  the Obelisk, which had been erected about the

year 1300 in memory o f  a Major Vallotton o f  the English Army, showed that the top course

haa become loose and was out o f  plumb, and that the whale structure required to be over­

hauled.

The Council had power to remove the i-donument, i f  they so desired, as from an examination 

o f  tne Corporation Records, i t  seemed safe to assume that a former Corporation had given 

permission for i t s  erection, seeing that Municipal FUnds had been expended on i t s  upkeep, 

but before coming to any decision on the matter, i t  was decided to insert an advertisement 

in the local Press asking for representations from any persons who from sentimental or 

historical reasons were averse to the demolition o f  the Obelisk, and would prefer to have 

i t  repaired.

On the motion o f  the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Thomas Walsh, i t  was decided to appoint
<•

Garda Peter Smith to act as inspector o f  R)o d and Drugs for the Borough, pursuant to 

Section 13 o f  the Sale o f  ft>od and Drugs Act, I875, in place o f  Garda Cornelius Driscoll.

As the sixth Annual Meeting o f  the Ir ish  Public Bodies Mutual Insurances Ltd., ( o f  which 

the Council was a member) vrould take place on an early date, i t  was unanimously resolved,

0n the notion o f  Councillor Thomas Walsh, seconded by Councillor Bergin, to nominate©: Wexford Borough Council
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Corporation, and so the Borough Surveyor was the person responsible lor i t s  proper upkeep, subject,

o f  course, to the ultimate satisfaction o f  the Cbunty Surveyor.

I t  was therefore decided to comnunicate with Mr# Barry on this matter, and to inform him that in  

a l l  such cases the Corporation considered that a notice to the Borough Surveyor of' intended 

interference with any o f  the Main Roads inside the town should suffice, as i  f  not a dual 

responsibility  fbr their proper maintenance would arise, which, i t  was feared, would prove very

unsatisfactory; and as well, to remind him that there had been no departure, so far as the giving 

o f  notice was concerned, from the practice acbpted since 1926 when these roads for the first  time 

were maintained as "main Roads" by the Corporation.

A Quarterly Meeting ° f  the Council was held this day at the Town Clerk's O ffice, at half-past  

seven o ' clock p. m.

The members present were:-

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in  the Chair.

Thomas Rossiter.

Councillors: John Walsh, James Crosbie, Edward Bolger, Garrett Donohoe, Cyril Ross,

Thomas Buckland, Thomas Walsh, James Mutphy, James McMahon, Patrick Clancy, 

William J. Power, Joh t Atkins, Myles Bergin, and Michael martin, 

i’he minutes o f  last meeting were taken as read and were thereupon signed.

L iab i l i t ie s  which had accrued due up to the end o f  la st  month, amounting, in the aggregate, to 

£3,084 - 1 0 - 1 ,  were submitted, and having been examined were approved, and an Advice Note was 

signed to enable them to be discharged.

Alderman/offered his congratulations to His Worship the Mayor on his re -e lection  to Dail Firearm 

as one o f  the five Representatives o f  County Wexford, and fe lt  assured that the interests o f  his

Constituents, especially  those o f  his native town, would continue to receive that close attention 

which was characteristic o f  Alderman Corish since his f i r s t  election as Deputy over ten years ago. 

Councillors McMahon, Ross, John Walsh, Thomas Walsh, and i\torphy, also expressed iruch gra ti f ica t ion  

at the success o f  the Mayor, who, in thanking the members for their expressions o f  good w i l l ,  

promised to continue his e f fb rts  to ameliorate the condition o f  the people, but more especially

o f the unemployed, and expressed special g ra t if ic at ion  at the enormous number o f  " f i r s t  preferen- 
./ ■ . *  

cesw which he had received from the electors o f  the Borough.

The following resolution was then proposed by Councillor Clancy.

nThat we congratulate Mr. de Valera, T*D«, our ftiture President in  the new Dail. "

This was seconded by Councillor Murphy.

The wording o f  this  Resolution created  a c e r ta in  amount o f  o b je c t io n ,  but eventually the following  

motion was substituted therefor with the consent o f  C ouncil lors Clancy and I&rphy, and was 

unanimously adopted.

7th March, 1932.

Aldermen: James B il lington , Thomas Hayes, Nicholas Connolly, Richard Gibson, and

Connolly
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14th March, 1932.

A Special Meeting o f  the Council was held this day (pursuant to the Mayor's requisition) at 

the Town Clerk* s Office , at half-past seven o’ clock p. m., to examine, and adopt in their

entirety, or with any amendments considered necessary, Estimates o f  suras to be raised by 

means o f  Borough Rate, o f  Rate in lieu o f  County Cess, and o f  Water Rates, to enable the 

various Municipal services to be efficiently  carried on during the Financial Year commen­

cing on 1st proximo, and to agree on the rate in the Pound o f  such Rates; to re-appoint, 

i f  thought well, on existing conditions, and subject to Departmental sanction, Mr. John 

Mullins, V. S., as Meat Inspector for a further year from 18th May next; and to accept a 

tender fbr a supply o f  new milk to be pro vi ded under the Maternity and Child Welfare Scheme 

for one year from 1st April, 1932.

The members present were:-

Richard Corish, Esq., ^ayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: Thomas Hayes, Richard Gibson, Thomas Rossiter, Nicholas Connolly.

Councillors: Thomas Buckland, James 14trphy, Myles Bergin, Patrick Clancy, Thomas Walsh,

Vi H i  am J. Power, John Atkins, Cyril Ross, Garrett Bonohoe, and James

Cro sbi e.

At the opening o f  the meeting, Councillor Clancy asked for permission to introdice a 

Resolution congratulating the po lit ica l prisoners on their recent release by the newly-

formed Saorstat Government.

The Mayor refused to accept the resolution on the grounds that i t  was o f  a po lit ical  

nature and outside the province o f  the Council, and declined to a lter his ruling, notwith­

standing Councillor Clancy's repeated e ffbrts  to have the motion considered, whereupon the 

latter withdrew from the meeting as a protest against the Mayor's action.

In presenting the Estimates, copies o f  which had been furnished befbrehand to members, the 

Mayor explained that they had been carefully prepared by a Committee specially appointed 

for the purpose, and dwelt on the sound financial position o f  the Council, notwithstanding 

the fact that no less a sura than £31,8 51 -  2 -  2 had been expended during the year now 

drawing to a close, which included payment o f  the fu l l  instalments o f  Loans die, together 

witn interest accrued thereon. He informed the meeting that on 1st April last the amount

o f  Loans outstanding was £35,081 -  5 -  1l, o f  which £21,538 -  19 -  3 had, from time to time,

been raised for the erection o f  working class dwellings, the balance having been procured 

for the improvement o f  Coolree Reservoir, the renewal o f  water mains, sewers, etc*, and as 

the Valuation o f  the Town was £21,346, i t  could be seen that the borrowing powers o f  the 

Council were by no means exhausted, as Housing Loans were disregarded when computing such 

powers.

He called attention to the serious diminution for rating purposes o f  the Valuation o f  the

Town owing to the operation o f  the Local Government Acts o f  1925 and 1927 > and to the

several Hou sing Acts passed within the last ten years, which had the effect o f  reclucing the

amount realizable by a rate o f  one penny in the Pound by about £4.

He also referred to the generous sums which had been spent in the current year on a daily

supply o f  hot meals for necessitous school children, and stated thfc as well, under the

Maternity and Child Welfare Scheme in operation, 875 gallons o f  new milk had been given©: Wexford Borough Council



Alderman Rossiter to be present at the meeting, and vote on any matter which might arise thereat, 

as seemed to him proper, as provided fbr by the Local Govemmait (ifotual Assurance) Act, 1926, 

this gentleman having acted in this capacity since the formation o f  the Cbrapany.

An invitation  for the Council to participate in  a Celebration to be held on 17th instant to 

commemorate the 15th Centenary of* the coming o f  St. Patrick to Ireland was read from the 

Parochial Conunittee in charge o f  the arrangements, and i t  was unanimously agreed that the 

Corporation should be present in a Body on the occasion, attended by the Sergeant- at-Mace.

At the request o f  the League o f  the Kingship o f  Christ, lub lin , a resolution iftrwarded by that 

A ssoc ia t ion ,  was unanimously adopted.

I t  was proposed by Alderman Connolly, Seconded by Councillor Atkins, and ran as follows:

"Since i t  i s  clear that the circulation o f  foreign l ite ra tu re  o f  a degrading character 

i s  a danger to our Christian Standards and I r i sh  culture, and since the existing laws 

are inadequate in  face o f  the magnitude o f  the ev i l ,  the Ard Fhei s i s  o f  opinion 

that a fundamental change in  the laws i s  urgently needed so that the evil may be effectively

counteracted. Hence i t  demands that no foreign publication shall be allowed into 

this Country for circulation unless under licence, and that the necessary leg is lat ion  be

immediately introduced."

The following resolution wni ch had been received from the Urban Council o f  Cobh was also 

unanimously adopted, on the motion o f  Councillor Thomas Walsh, seco ided by Councillor Ross, viz.

"That knowing the views and necess ities  o f  the people o f  fvfcis Town, we, their representatives,

request o f  the new Government that a ’ Town Tenants B i l l ’ in  keeping with the requirements 

o f  the people in  Urban Areas, be introduced at an early date."

Mr. Thomas Doyle, proprietor o f  the Capitol Cinema, South Main Street, applied for nenewal o f

licence under the Cinematograph Act, 1909, for a further year.

It was stata/that the house had been properly conckicted during the past twelve months, and a l l

the Regulations made by the Council s t r ic t ly  complied with, and so, on the motion o f  Alderman 

..ayes, seconded by Councillor Ross, i t  was unanimously agreed that the licence should be renewed 

for the ensuing twelve months, no restric tions  except those embodied in the expiring licence  

being deemed necessary.

The Mayor referred to the unsatisfactory condition o f  the surface o f  the Main Roads inside the 

Borough, which had not received the attention they needed fbr the past three or four years, 

consequent on the County Council not having provided suffic ient funds for their adequate mainten­

ance, andread a le tte r  which he had addressed to the Minister for Local Government and Public  

Health advocating the re-construction o f  the Main Roads along John Street, and part o f  Trinity  

Street and Maudlintown at a cost o f  £1,487, and pressing that this amount might be allocated  

from the Road Rind for the purpose.

As a result o f  his e f fo rts ,  intimation had been sent to the County Council that the Minister for 

Finance had authorized a Grant o f  £1,463 fbr the upkeep o f  the roads in question, and much 

gratification  was expressed by the meeting at the successful outcome o f  the Mayor’ s e f fo rts ,  

which as well as putting these thoroughfares into a proper condition, would provide work for some 

o f  the unemployed labourers in the town.
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The overwhelming opinion o f  the meeting was that the appointment had in every way Justified 

i t s e l f ,  as the townspeople were now assured o f  a sound meat supply, and accordingly, on the 

motion o f  Alderman Uonnolly, seconded by Alderman Gibson, i t  was resolved to re-appoint for 

a further year, as from 18th May next, Mr. John Mullins, V. S., to act as Meat Inspector in 

the Borough, and Meat Examiner fbr the Department o f  Agriculture, at a salary o f  £450, two- 

thirds o f  which should be refunded by that Department, and tha, the sanction o f  the Minister 

for Local Government and Public Health, and o f  the Minister for Agriculture be requested to 

tills arrangement.

I t  was reported that tenders had been invited by advertisement in the local press fbr a 

daily supply o f  not less than eleven gallons o f  new milk for year commencing on 1st April

next, and th t only one tender had been received.

This was fbund to be from the present Contractor, Mr. J. Barry Walker, o f  Latimer stown, who 

undertook to deliver the milk at the price charged in  the current year, namely at the rate <f

elevenpence a gallon.

He was w illing to comply with a l l  the conditions o f  the contract, one o f  which was that the 

milk should be obtained from a tubercle free herd, and that i t  should be subject to 

bacteriologi cal examination and analysis at any time, and as he had given the greatest 

satisfaction for the past twelve months, the tender was accepted, on the motion o f  Alderman

riayes, seconded by Councillor Buckland.

The Borough Rate Estimate was then considered. I t  was seen that i t  would be necessary to 

provide a sum o f  £4,176 -  1 -  1l to meet the various services chargeable on the Borough Hind,

fbr which a rate o f  four shillings and sixpence in  the Pound was necessary, and attention

was called to three items wiii ch were specially provided fbr.

Tne f irs t  was a sum o f  £77 to provide O f f ic ia l  robes fbr the members o f  the Council in view

o f  tne approaching Eu chari sti c Cbngressin Dublin, the second was an addition o f  £50 to the 

Mayor' s salary, and the third was a sura o f  £40 fbr two subsidies under Section 63 o f  the

Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1931.

I t  was pointed out that the provision o f  robes was not a lega l charge on the Rates, but 

nevertheless in view o f  the importance o f  the Cbngress, and as well, bearing in mind the 

many Sanctions wni ch the Council were expected to attend in a Body, i t  was fe lt  that trie 

dignity o f  the -unicipality  should be upheld, and so i t  was decided to allow the item to

stand.

As to tne salary to be paid to the Mayor, i t  was recogiized that he would have to meet 

extra expenses in representing Wexfbrd at the various Ceremonies during Congress Week, and 

so, on the motion o f  Alderman Connolly, seconded by Councillor Crosbie, i t  was 

RESOLVED: That in view o f  the personal expenses which the Mayor w i l l  have to meet while

representing the Town at the Eu chari sti c Congress to be held in June next, the salary 

attaching to the Office be increased in the ensuing Financial Year by a sura o f  £50, £25 o f  

which i s  to be paid in respect o f  quarter ending on 31st March instant, and the remaining 

£25 in respect o f  qaarter ending on 30th June next.

I t  was also decided to raise the subsidy o f  £40 for tw> artizans who contemplated erecting 

houses fbr their own accommodation, and as well, to oontinue for a farther year a donation 

o f  £10 to the FUnds o f  the Ir ish  Tourist Association, that Body having requested a

Qontinuance o f  this sura.

©: Wexford Borough Council



free to poor, expectant and nursing mothers, while 3691 gallons had been supplied at ha lf-p r ice  j

Airing tne year, and explained that ample funds were being provided fur a continuance o f  these 

excellent Schemes in  the Estimates under review.

Dealing with these Estimates, the Mayor made i t  clear that fU ll provision had been made Ibr the 

eff ic ien t  maintenance o f  the various Municipal Services, including the repayment o f  instalment s 

o f  Loans which the Qommittee recommended should be raised fbr the steam-rolling o f  certain o f  the 

streets, and fbr the renewal o f  water mains in Faythe, Trinity Street, Castle H i l l ,  and John Street 

and was pleased to be able to report that i t  had been fbund possible to reciice tne Estimates by 

Fburpence in the Pound under la st  year 's  total o f  8/6, and paid a tribute to the O ff ic ia ls  for 

their close attention to their various duties throughout the year.

The Water Rate Estimate was then examined. I t  was seen that to meet a l l  the commitments payable 

out o f  this Rate, including repayment o f  instalment o f  intended Loan, a sum o f  £956 -  5 -  7 woula 

have to be raised, after giving credit for the substantial amount expected to he received for 

water sold for manufacturing purposes, and that a rate o f  1/2 in  the Pound would rea lize  this sum. 

Thereupon the two following resolutions were unanimously adopted, 

proposed by Councillor Thomas Walsh, seconded by Councillor Ross, and

RESOLVED. That the Minister fbr Local Government nnd Public Health be requested to sanction 

the obtainraent o f  a Loan o f  £1,755 from the Commissioners o f  Public Vfcrks fbr the renewal o f  

water mains in  certain parts o f  the town, to be repaid within a period o f  twenty-five years with 

interest at the rate o f  ^  per cent, per annum.

Proposed by Alderman Connolly, seconded by Councillor Power, and

RESOLVED: That the Water Rate Estimate, as now submitted, be approved, and a Rate o f  1/2 in

the Pound agreed to.

Regarding the Rate in  lieu  o f  County Cess, i t  was found that a sum o f  £2,278 - 1 7 - 4  was 

required to maintain the streets, sewers and footpaths throughout the town, and that a Rate oi 

2/6 in the Pound would be required to ra ise  th is  sum, which included provision f i r  the repayment 

o f instalment o f  Loan proposed to be borrowed for the improvement o f  some o f  the streets. 

Accordingly i t  was agreed, on the motion o f  Alderman Hayes, seconded by Councillor Crosbie, to 

f ix  the poundage o f  th is  Rate at 2/6, and the following resolution was also unanimously adopter 

in connection therewith.

Proposed by Alderman Connolly, seconded by Councillor Ross, and

RESOLVED: That application be made to the Treasurer (The National Bank) for a Loan o f  £1,68 5

for the purpose o f  s te a m -ro l l in g  four o f  the streets o f  the town, to be repaid within seven years

together with interest on the principal from time to time outstanding at one-half per cent, below

Ir ish  Banks’ Rate, but never to f a l l  below fbur per cent.; and that the Minister fbr Local

Government and Public H e a lt h  be requested to sanction the procurement o f  the Loan on the above 

terms.

Regarding the Borough Rate Estimate, i t  was thought well to decide as to the continuance o f  the 

services o f  the Meat Inspector before i t  was considered.

to** Mullins had been appointed in  May la s t  fbr a period  o f  twelve months a t  a sa la ry  o f  £450,

two-thirds o f  which was to be refunded by the Department o f  A gricu ltu re  fbr work done by the

Inspector under the Agricultural Produce (Fresh Meat) Act, I 930, and as the appointment would

terminate shortly, i t  was necessary to renew i t  at the present time, i f  the Council thought well.
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"That by virtue o f  the provisions o f  the ifanicipal Privilege Act, I876, the 

Honorary Freedom o f  this, the Ancient Borough o f  Wexford, be conferred on His 

Grace, the Most Reverend Richard lowney, D. 1>. , Lord Archbishop o f  Liverpool, 

on the occasion o f  his approaching v is it  to the Town, as a tribute o f  high 

regard fbr the outstanding personality o f  a di stin&ii shed Prelate and a 

patriotic Irishman, who i s  also a tower o f  strength in maintaining the 

efficacy o f  our Christian Faith and Morals in face o f  the materialistic and 

pagan tendencies so marked in many sections o f  society at the present day."

I t  was mentioned that arrangements vrould now be made fc r the appropriate Ceremony to be 

carried out in a befitting manner, and that the members would receive invitations to be in

attendance in a iio dy when the Freedom was being conferred.

There was submitted from the Department o f  Local Government and Public Health a circular 

letter mder date o f  the 3rd ..larch, 1932, together with an explanatory raemoranciira o f  the 

Housing (Miscellaneous Pto visions) Act, 1931, as well as a copy o f  that Act.

The c ircu lar drew attention to various amendments made in former Housing Acts, and in the 

Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts, by the Act o f  1931, and stated that the Minister consid­

ered, as the nouses erected airing the past ten years included comparatively few fbr the 

re-nousing o f  people liv ing in slum areas and insanitary dwellings owing to several adverse 

factors, that tne Council should now concentrate on the provision o f  small houses o f  three

or four rooms fbr the accommodation o f  such people.

He therefore requested that definite proposals would be fbrnulated fbr the carrying out o f  

a Housing Programme, especially ibr the clearance o f  and opening up 0 f  unhealthy areas, and

the repair or demolition o f  insanitary dwelling houses in  the Town.

The reading o f  this circular evoked a long discussion.

I t  was contended that the iiousing Act o f  1931 was only suitable for large Cities such as 

Lublin ana Cork, ana that under i t s  provisions Wexfbrd would not fare as well as i t  did 

under previous Housing Acts, as dwellings provided under these latter Statutes were se lf -  

supporting when let at a weekly rent o f  6/6, whereas under the recently-passed Act, a rent 

o f  8/5 a week vrould need to be charged for houses o f  a similar type, fbr which there was a 

great demand.

As to re-housing slum dwellers, i t  was asserted by the Mayor that unless better financial * 

terms were affbrded to Public Bodies the matter was not capable o f  solution under present 

Legislation, as i f  money fbr building was onl^ to be advanced fbr a period o f  th irty -five  

years at 5£ per cent., and the houses cost £250 per house to erect, the in i t ia l  repayment 

o f  principal and interest would amount to fPl -  10 -  0, but when the thirty per cent,

contributions payable by the Government and by the Council under the Act o f  1931 were

deducted from tnis sura an annual payment o f  £8 -  12 -  2 would have to be met by the tenant.

I f  provision was also made in the rent for depreciation at one per cent., payment o f  Rates

on an assumed Valuation o f  £5 at 15/- in the Pound, insurance and collector’ s commission, 

as in  previous Schemes, the anni al charge would reach £15 -  7 “ s > to meet which a rent o f  

5A l  a week would be required, and even i  f  no sum was included fbr depreciation, the weekly

rent would amount to 4 A l »

From an investigation o f  the rents paid fbr houses in slum areas, i t  was fbund that they 

ranged from 1/7 to 2/5 per week, and i t  would be manifestly impossible fbr such people to©: Wexford Borough Council



There was no other amendment made in the Estimate, and accordingly i t  was unanimously resolved 

on the motion o f  Councillor Bergin, seconded by Councillor Thomas Walsh, that the rate o f  the 

Borough Pate be fixed at Four Shillings and Sixpence.

Alderman Rossiter raised the question o f  the provision o f  an Auxiliary Fever Hospital for the

District as a substitute for the former Hospital transferred to New Ross.

He la id  emphasis on the serious d isab il ity  from which fever patients resident in  or near Wexford 

suffered by having to be conveyed a distance o f  twenty-eight miles for treatment, and reminded the

meeting that this important matter had been before them on several occasions, and was as well, the

subject o f  various representations to the Minister for Local Government and Public Health, but, 

so far without ava il .

The Mayor undertook to take up the matter with the Minister fbr Local Government and Public Health 

and endeavour to have satisfactory arr ngements made in  Wexford for the treatment o f  local  

residents who were fbund to be suffering from infectious disease.
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4th April, 1932.

A Statutory Meeting o f  the Council was held th is  day at the Town Clerk’ s O ffice, at half-past  

seven o' clock p. m.

The members present were:-

Pichard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in  the Chair.

Aldermen: James B il l ington , Thomas Rossiter, Richard Gibson, Nicholas Connolly, and

Thomas Hayes.

Councillors* James Gaul, Garrett Donohoe, James Murphy, Myles Bergin, Thomas Walsh, James

McMahon, Patrick Clancy, John Atkins, John J. O'Leary, James Crosbie, Edward

Bolger, and William J. Power..

The minutes o f  meetings o f  the 7th and 14th March, 1932, were taken as having been read, and were 

thereupon signed.

L ia b i l i t i e s  which had accrued due up to the end o f  la s t  month, amounting, in  the aggregate, to

£2,134 -  4 -  10, were submitted, and having been examined were approved, and an Advice Note was

signed to enable them to be discharged.

The iiayo r re ferred  to the v is i t ,  on the 15th instant, o f  the i**o st Rev. Dr. Lowney, Lord Arch­

bishop o f  Liverpool, and said he was aware that the people o f  the Town were most anxious that the 

Council should pay him every possible honour as a distinguished Churchman whose mother was a

native o f  Wexfbrd.

The highest compliment which i t  was in  the power o f  the Council to bestow was the Freedom o f  the 

Borough, and accordingly the Mayor proposed the following Resolution, which was seconded by

Alderman Rossiter, and was adopted unanimously, v i z . : -
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The Department suggested that the appointment should be made fbr twelve months as from the 

l^tli May next, and ibr such farther period as the Council, with the consent o f  the Minister 

ibr Ho cal Governmert and Public nealth, might determine, as i f  th is  suggestion were acted 

upon} there would be no necessity o f  again approaching the Commissioners i f  i t  were 

considered advisable to continue the Office after the 17th May, 1933*

At the request o f  Councillor O’ Leary, this matter was adjourned until the 11th instant 

pending investigation o f complaint made as to the failure o f  Mr. Ifcllins to attend on a 

recent occasion to inspect a slaughtered pig, the property o f  Mr. Patrick FUrlong o f  John 

Street.

With regard to the proposed demolition o f  the Obelisk at Monument Place, a matter vfoich was 

under discussion at meeting o f  the 7t h u l t . ,  three letters  were read on the matter.

Mrs. Haocen o f  Wexfbrd, and Mr. Frank Hadden, o f  Lublin, objected to i t s  renoval on the 

grounds that i t  was en old landmark and a familiar object in the loca lity , while Senator 

Ivliss Browne, o f  Bridgetown, pressed to have i t  repaired rather than demolished, as i t  marked 

a definite and tragic period o f  Ir ish  History, namely, the Tithe War, o f  which few memorials 

now remained.

In view o f  these objections, the meeting unanimously agreed that the Monument should not be 

disturbed, and so i t  was proposed by Councillor McMaiion, seconded by Councillor Gaul, and 

resolved. That the Surveyor take immediate steps to have the Vallotten Obelisk repaired. 

Councillor Gaul gave notice that on a future date he w u ld  move that the cattle drinking 

trough contiguous to the Obelisk be repaired and ftimished with a supply o f  water.

The notice was accepted, end directions were given to the Town Surveyor to prepare an 

estimate o f  the 00 st o f  the work, as well as the cost o f  putting the other public fountains 

throughout the town into a thorough state o f  repair.

On the motion o f  the Mayor, seconded by Alderman Rossiter, i t  was decided, under Section 64 

o f the Towns Improvement Clauses Act, IS4.7, that the seven Corporation houses at Monument 

Place (which up to the present had not been named) should in future be known as "St. Enda's

Terrace."

Councillor Clancy gave notice that at next monthly meeting he would move that the eight 

houses now nearing completion in H il l  Street be known as "De Valera Terrace", while the 

Mayo r intimated that on the same occasion he would propose that they should be called "St.

I t a ’ s Terrace".

Botn notices were accepted.

A Circular letter dated 18th March, 1932, from the Department o f  Local Government »nd 

Public Health was read intimating that the rule whereby a preference o f  vrork was given to 

demobilized men o f  the National Army had been withdrawn, and that works financed wholly or 

in part from State Grants were, in future, to be carried out by men employed through the

local Employment Exchange.

The contents o f  the circular were noted, and in this connection, the Mayor intimated that he 

-wished Councillor'Martin' s name substituted for his ovoi on the Committee set up to select 

men for employment as occasion arose, as i t  was his intention not to act on this particular

Committee in future.

A Resolution received from the Cavan Urban Council was considered, and a f te r  having been 

amended was unaninou sly adopted in the following form on the motion o f  the Mayor, seconded
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meet a weekly rent o f  4/Ll.

In view o f  this  serious crux, the meeting fe lt  that they could not undertake to provide dwellings 

for occupiers in  slum areas, but i t  was pointed out that there were many dwellings throughout the 

town which, though not insanitary in the strict sense, might well be classed as su ch seeing that 

every room housed an entire family, the rent charged for each such room in many cases being from 

S/- to 10/- a week, and i t  was thought th t i  f  the Minister, under the provisions o f  Section 64 (5) 

o f  the Act o f  1931, would agree to make a contribution o f  th irty  per cent, o f  the annual Loan 

charges for houses bu i lt  lor the account*)dation o f  such families without ins ist ing  on the existing 

dwellings being demolished, the Council could, with confidence, formulate a rlou sing Scneme without 

any undue delay, and i t  was decided to request the Minister to be so good as to give tnis  

suggestion his earnest and favourable consideration*

As to decision come to at meeting o f  the 11th January la st  when i t  was decided to advertise fbr 

tenants for the houses intended to be erected on Davitt Road, North, i t  was reported that no 

fewer than thirty-one applications had been received from persons who were w il l ing  to pay a rent 

o f  7/9 per week for these houses.

The Mayor explained that the computation as to the weekly rent had been made on the basis o f  a 

twenty per cent, subsidy o f  the Loan charges by the Government and by the Council, but from a 

perusal o f  the Housing Act o f  1931, i t  now seemed that the subsidy would only amount to fifteen  

per cent* 'o f such charges, which meant that a ra i t  o f  8/6 a week would have to be charged, but i f  

only a h a l f  per cent* was charged fbr depreciation, the houses could be le t  without any loss at 

a rent o f  8/- per week, and i t  was agreed to charge such a rent fbr the houses seeing that 

similar dwellings on Davitt Road, South, were le t  at 6/6 per house per week.

A propos o f  this matter a le t te r  was read from the Department o f  Local Government and Public Health 

under date o f  the 21st March, 1932, No* 9408, intimating that sanction for the raising o f  the 

necessary Loan o f  £1,500 from the Local Loans Wind had been accorded. I t  vrould be repayable 

within a period o f  th ir ty - f iv e  years with in terest  at the rate o f  ^  per cent, per annam, but as 

there was a p robab ility  o f  Ttwre favourable terms being secured, i t  was unanimously resolved, on 

the motion o f  Alderman Rossiter, seconded by Councillor Atkins. That the erection o f  the six  

houses on Davitt Road, North, as already decided on, be commenced immediately the financial tergis 

on which the Loar\ i s  to be procured w i l l  be notified , and on the assumption that aich terms wixl 

be modified in favour o f  the Council.

I t  was also agreed that the tenants fbr the houses would be selected only from the tliirty-one  

persons who had now made application fbr them.

Regarding proposed re-appointment o f  Mr. John Mullins as Veterinary Inspector, Etc., fbr a further 

year, a le t te r  under date o f  the 31st March, 1932, No. L1211, from the Department o f  Agriculture  

was read.

T liia stated that subject to the oonsent o f  the Minister fbr Local Government and Public Health, 

the Department was prepared to renew the existing arrangement whereby recoupment o f  two-thirds  

o f  the salary o f  £450 to be paid to Mr. i4illins would be made fbr ciaties to be performed by liim 

under the Agricu ltura l Produce (Fresh Meat) Acts, 1930 and l 93l, but that i t  was again necessary 

to forward a Statutory Request to the Local Appointments Commissioners for the f i l l i n g  o f  the 

Office, and that the Commissioners were prepared to give favourable consideration to the question J 

o f  recommending Mr. I f i i l l in s 's  1 e -appointment
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I , Spanish Place,

Manchester Square, W. 1.

" to the Town Clerk,

We x fb rd.

" Bear Sir,

" it  i s  with great pleasure that I have learned o f  the decision o f  your Council to

confer upon me the Freedom o f  your City* T shall feel grateful i f  you w il l  kindly convey

to iii s TNbrship the Mayor, and the City Councillors ray deep appreciation o f  this signal 

honour, and o f  the whole-hearted and warm-hearted welcome which i t  signifies*

"i am, Yours devotedly in Christ,

Ri chard,

"Archbishop o f  Liverpool."

I t  was reported that the Silver Casket in which the Freeman's Certificate would be enclosed 

fbr presentation to Hi s Grace was nearing completion, and that the members would be called 

together on Fri day next to take part in the Presentation Ceremony.

The Poor Hate Estimate was then considered. As the County Council Demand had not been

received until 31st ultimo, i t  was impossible to have i t  submitted before the close o f  the 

Financial Year 1931-32 as provided by Article SO o f  the Public Bodies Order, 1925, but i t  

had been dealt with by the Finance Committee on the earliest possible occasion, namely, on

Monday, the 4th instant.

From tne Estimate, a copy o f  which had already been fUmished to members, i t  was seen that 

the fit 1l amount o f  the Demand was £6,132 -  1S -  0, but as well, provision had to be made 

Ibr the preparation and collection o f  the Rate, and fbr a portion o f  Poor Rate fbund to be

irrecoverable in former years-

This brought the flail sum to be raised up to £6,470 -  1S -  0, to realize which a Rate o f  

7/- in the Pound would be needed, and the Finance Cbmmittee on the 4th instant, recommen­

ded that a rate o f  this amount should be made.

Thereupon i t  was proposed by Councillor T. Walsh, seconded by Councillor O'Leary, and 

unanimously resolved. That a Poor Rate o f  ~J/- in the £ f> r the service o f  the current 

Financial Year be hereby agreed to, and that the Rate be fbrraally made on the 2nd May next 

along with tne Town Rates whicn were under consideration on the 14th ultimo.

The re-appointment o f  Mr. John Mullins, V. S., as Veterinary Inspector, a matter which had 

been adjourned from last meeting, was then taken up.

The letter from the Department o f  Agriculture submitted on that occasion was again read, 

as was also a comrtuni cation from the Department o f  Local Government and Public Health under 

date o f  the 6th April, 1932, No. 21419, wherein approval to the appointment fbr a further 

year was accorded, but suggest ing that i t  should continue for such further period after the 

13th xMay, 1933, as the Council, with the consent o f  the Minister might determine.

The complaint made by Mr. Patrick FUrlong o f  John Street, and already investigated by the 

Public Health Committee, to the effect that Mr. ifollins had neglected to call at his 

premises to inspect a slaughtered pig until a period o f  twenty-four hours had elapsed 

from time notice was given, was now taken up, but as there was a oonflict o f  views on the 

complaint, and as Mr. Hirlong was s t i l l  unsatisfied with the explanation given him, the©: Wexford Borough Council



by Councillor Thomas Walsh:

"Resolved, that we, the Wexfbrd Urban H  strict Council, in  view o f  the condition o f  grave 

economic p e r i l  to which the Railways o f  Saorstat Eireann have been recced  owing to the 

unfair  competition o f  badly-organized road service, appeal to the Oireachtas to take 

immediate steps to save fbr the Saorstat the valuable national asset represented by the 

existing railway system; and the Council also appeal to the Maim facturero and traders 

to distribute their custom with due regard to the present position; and that the 

Government be requested to appoint a Commission to inquire into the whole transport 

problem o f  the Saorstat. "

The Mayor, in  view o f  statements recently appearing in  the press to the effect that the Govemmeit 

were considering the opening o f  a cement factory at Skerries, stated that he had thought i t  ni s 

duty to comnunicate with the Minister for In&istry and Commerce on the matter, and read a reply 

which he had received thereto.

This was to the effect that such a statement had not been authorized by him; thst the whole 

question o f  > s ite  fbr such a factory from the point o f  view o f  abundance o f  suitable material, 

advantage o f  distribution, et c . , was being carefu lly  inquired into; and that the claims o f  the 

closed Drinagh WDrks would not be overlooked.

Thi ' was considered satisfactory.

11th April, 1932.

A Special Meeting o f  the Council was held th is  day (pursuant to the Mayor' s requisition) at the 

Town C lerk 's  O ff ice , at na if-past seven o ’ clock p. m.

The members present were:-

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in  the Chair.

Aldermen:- James B illington , Nicholas Connolly, Thomas Hayes.

Councillors: James Crosbie, James McMahon, William J. Power, James irfurphy, John Atkins,

Thomas Walsh, Patrick Clancy, Edward Bolger, Garrett 4>onohoe, John J. O’Leary,

Myles Bergin, Michael Martin, and Thomas Buckland.

The meeting was convened to determine the rate in  the Pound o f  the Poor Rate to be raised in the 

current Financial Year to meet the County Council Demand; and to arrange for the re-appointment 

o f  Mr. John Mullins, V. S., as Meat Inspector for a further year as from 18th May next, or tor

such further period as the Council, with the consent o f  the Minister for Local Government and

Public Health, might decide.

The Minutes o f  meeting o f  the 4th instant were read and signed, and with reference thereto, the 

fo llow ing le t t e r  was read:
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t h e  MUNICIPAL PR IV ILEG E ACT, I8 7 6 .

ADitfTSSTON OP AN HONORARY FREEMAN.

IN ACCORDANCE WTTH THE TERMS OF A RESOLUTION UNANIMOUSLY

■

ADOPTED BY THE MUNICIPAL COUNCIL ON THE FOURTH DAY OF 

APRIL, ONE THOUSAND NINE HUNDRED AND TifrRTY-TW),

THE HONORARY FREEDOM OF THE BOROUGH WAS CONFERRED ON 

HIS GRACE, THE MOST REVEREND RICHARD DOWNEY, D. D., 

LORD ARCHBISHOP OF LIVERPOOL,

ON THIS FTFTEENTH DAY OF APRIL, ONE THOUSAND NINE 

HUNDRED AND THIRTY-TW).

+  ( SIGNATURE OF RECIPIENT.

MAYOR.
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matter was referred to the Finance and Uforks Committee so that they might take steps to have a 

thorough investigation made into the whole a f fa ir .

The question o f  the re-appointment o f  Mr. Lfallins was then considered. Tt was not tnought wise 

to adopt the suggestion o f  the Department o f  Local Government and Public Health as to making 

the appointment fbr a longer period than twelve ninths, as the meeting considered that*by renewing 

the appointment annually, no question o f  the pension rights o f  the person holding the Office  

could arise , and thereupon on the motion o f  Councillor Walsh, seconded by Alderman Hayes, the 

fallowing resolution was adopted, but with Councillor Clancy dissenting on the ground that 

sucn an appointment was not necessary .

"That in pursuance o f  Section 5 o f  the Local Authorities (O ff ice rs  & Employees) act,

1926, the Local Appointments Commissioners be requested to recommend a properly 

qua lif ied  person to act as Veterinary Inspector for the supervision o f  tne meat supplies 

in  Wexford, and for duties under the Agricultural Proctice (Fres/Meat) Acts, 1930 and

1931, fbr oneyear from the 18th May next at a remuneration o f  £490; and that the

Corporation venture to suggest that the present Holder o f  the O ffice, Mr. John Cullins  

be again recommended, ^as they are quite sa t is f ied  with the manner in  which he has

discharged his duties for the past twelve months.”

On Friday, 15th April ,  1932, Alderman Corish, Mayor, accompanied by Aldermen Rossiter, Hayes, 

and B il l ington , and Councillors Buckland, Donohoe, O’ Leary, T* Walsh, Murphy, McMahon, Atkins, 

Crosbie, Martin,Clancy, Bergin, Power and Bolger, and attended by the Sergeant-at-^ace, 

proceeded to the Capitol Cinema, and there in  the presence o f  a large and distinguished gathering 

conferred upon His Grace, Dr. Downey, Archbishop o f  Liverpool, tne Freedom o f  the Borough and 

presented him with an illuminated Freeman’ s Certificate  in  a Silver Qasket.

{L -  r  ~ . 3 2
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"That inasmuch as this Corporation does not immediately require from the Commissioners 

o f  Public Wbrks in Ireland the total amount o f  the sum mentioned in the Deed o f  

mortgage to them this day executed by this Cbrporation, but prefer to receive the 

same by instalments as occasion may require, i t  i s  resolved that the requisition for 

each such advance shall be intimated to said commissioners by the Chairman o f  this 

Corporation 10 r the time being, countersigned by the Town Clerk.

"And that each such requisition shall be forwarded to the Accountant o f  the said 

Commissioners, and that a l l  such advances shall be lodged to our account in the 

Wexford Branch o f  the National Bank."

The meeting then seperated.

,  i t -  

2nd May, 1932.

A Statutory Meeting o f  the Council was held this day at the Town Clerk’ s Office, at half­

past seven o'clock p. m.

The members present were:-

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: James Billington, Richard Gibson, Nicholas Connolly, Thomas Hayes,

and Thomas Rossiter.

Councillors: Thomas Buckland, James Murphy, Patrick Clancy, Garrett Donohoe, James

McMahon, Thomas Walsh, Cyril Ross, James Crosbie, John J. O'Leary,

Vi H i  am J. Power, Michael Martin, Myles Bergin, and Edward Bolger.

The ..iinutes o f  meetings o f  the 11th and 18th April, 1932, were taken as having been read

and were thereupon signed.

L iab i l i t ie s  which iiad accrued die up to the end o f  last  month, amounting, in the aggregate, 

to £2,965 -  12 -  1l, were submitted, and having been examined were approved, and an Advice

Note was signed to enable them to be discharged#

Councillor Clancy alluded in feeling terras to the recent death o f  Mrs. Margaret Pearse, 

mother o f  Padraig and Liara Pearse, who in 1915 nobly took up arras to secure the Indepen­

dence o f  Ireland, and were executed by the British M ilitary Authorities for the prominent

part they took in tne insurrection.

He (Councillor Clancy) moved. That the heartfelt sympathy o f  the Council be extended to

Miss Pear8e in the heavy bereavement o f  her mother’ s demise.

The motion was seconded by Councillor Murphy, supported by Councillor Walsh, Alderman 

Connolly, Councillor McMahon, and the Mayor, and was adopted in respectful silence*

Alderman Rossiter proposed* That the condolences o f  the meeting be tendered to Councillor 

Bergin on the death, on the 23rd ultimo, o f  hi s sister, the late Mrs. Anastasia Davis, an

o ld  and respected Wexford lady.

This proposition was seconded by Alderman Connolly, and was also adopted in silence, and 

Councillor Bergin thanked the members for the sympathy shown him.

Q. -
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18th April, 1932.

A Special Meeting o f  the Council was held this day (pursuant to the Mayor's requisition) at the 

Town u lerk 's  O ff ice , at ha lf-past seven o'clock p. m.

The members p resen t  were:-

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in  the Chair.

Aldermen. Thomas Rossiter, James Billington, Richard Gibson,

Councillors: Thomas Walsh, Myles Bergin, John J. O'Leary, Patrick Clancy, Garrett Lonohoe,

James Murphy, Thomas Buckland, John Atkins, James Crosbie, and William J. Power.

The meeting had been summoned to execute a Deed o f  Mortgage whereby security would be given to the 

Commi'sioners o f  Public Works for the repayment within th ir ty - f iv e  years together with interest at 

the rate o f  ^  per cent., o f  a Loan o f  £1,500 borrowed for the erection o f  six four-room bungalows 

on Davitt Road North.

At the commencement o f  the meeting, the Mayor, in a few touching remarks, referred to the sudden 

death in Waterford on the previous day o f  Captain William A Redmond, T* D#

He recalled that fbr several generations the name o f  Redmond had been synonymous with that o f  

Wexford. The la te  Captain Redmond's father and grandfather had served Wexford Faithfully and 

well for a great number o f  years, and the family as a whole had always been iden tif ied  with 

everything that had been fbr Wexford's good.

He fe lt  sure that the people o f  the Town would l ik e  the Corporation, as their Representatives, 

to extend to the bereaved widow and re la t iv e s  the ir  sincere sympathy on the sad occasion, and he 

accordingly moved. That we, the Wexford Corporation, on behalf o f  the citizens o f  the Town, and 

on our own behalf, extend our deep sympathy to the widow and re latives  o f  the la te  Captain V i l l i  am 

Archer Redmond.

The motion was seconded by Councillor O'Leary, supported by Aldermen B illington and Rossiter, 

Councillors Bergin, Murphy, and Atkins, and adopted in  respectful silence*

It  was also agreed that the Corporation should be present at the funeral in  a Body attended by 

the Sergeant-at-Mace-

The Deed o f  Mortgage 1d the Commissioners o f  Public Works securing repayment o f  Loan o f  £1,500, 

the obtainment o f  which had been sanctioned by the Minister fbr Local Government and Public  

Health under date o f  the 21st March, 1932, No. H.94O8 , was then submitted, and the following  

Resolution as proposed by Alderman Rossiter, and seconded by Councillor O'Leary, unanimously 

adopt ed:-

"That our Corporate Seal be a ffixed  to the Deed o f  Mortgage o f  th is  date now read, 

whereby security i s  given to the Commissioners o f  Public Works in  Ire land  fbr the 

repayment o f  the sum o f  £1,500 proposed to be advanced by them to us under the 

Housing o f  the Working Classes (Ire land ) Acts, E tc .”

The Deed was thereupon S ea led  and signed on the part o f  the Corporation.

The f o l l o w in g  further R e s o lu t io n  was a lso adopted unanimou sly on the motion o f  Councillor T.

Walsh, seconded by C o u n c i l lo r  Murphy, v i z * . -
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As to the Water Pates, the total amount to be collected was £937 -  16 -  0

Of this amount there was collected at close o f  year £436 -  5 -

The Liscount allowed w as --------------------------------------------  3 -  1l  -  10^—'

The Committee recommended that there be written o f f

as ir recoverab le --------------------------------------------------------  35 -  1l -  5^

And that there be carried forward as arrears 4-6g -  5 -  10^ 937 -  15 -  0.

This recommendation was unanimously agreed to on the motion o f  C ouncillo r  O’ Leary , seconded

by Alderman Connolly*

Regarding the Poor Rate, the amount included in the Warrant was — —  £10,165 -  1S -  3^

There was collected Airing the year a sum o f £6,639 -  13 -  3 ^ ----

S t i l l  in hands o f  C o llector ---------------------------------------------------  1 -  1 -  3---------

Liscount a llowed----------- -----------------------------------------------  63 -  2 - 3 ^  -----

Tne Committee recommended that there be struck o f f

as irrecoverab le ---------------------------------------------------------  4-13 -  15 -  4^

And that there should be carried forward the

balance o f ------------------------------------------------------------------- - 3,051 -  6 - 5  10,163 -  1S -  ~j

This recommendation was also unanimously adopted on the motion o f  Councillor Bergin,

seconded by Councillor T. V/alsh.

In accordance with the provisions o f  Section 10 (2 ) o f  the Local Elections and Meetings 

(Postponement) Act, 1931? i t  was decided to hold a Quarterly Meeting o f  the Council on 

Monday, 29th August, 1932, at the hour o f  twelve o ’ clock noon fbr the election o f  a Mayor, 

and the transaction o f  a l l  other business appertaining to such Quarterly Meeting.

An application fbr renewal o f  Cinematograph Licence under the Cineraatograph Act, 1909, in 

respect o f  the Wexfbrd Cinema Palace, was submitted, and on the motion o f  Alderman Hayes, 

seconded by Alderman Connolly, i t  was decided to re ew the Licence with the existing 

conditions and restrictions fbr a ftirther year, and the Manager was to be asked to make 

arrangements to have the Ir ish  National Anthem played at the close o f  each performance, and 

to endeavour to secure that children o f  tender years should not be permitted to the perfor­

mances which take place at night.

The question o f  the suitability  o f  some o f  the films exhibited at matinees where the great 

majority o f  the audience was oomposed o f  young boys and g i r ls  was alluded to, and on the 

motion o f  Alderman Billington, seconded by Councillor Power, i t  was

RESOLVED:- That the Minister for Justice be requested to ensure that at a l l  Children’ s

matinees the aims exhibited should be either o f  an e&icational or an innocuous character.

On the motion o f  the Mayor, seconded by Alderman Rossiter, i t  was agreed that the row o f  

eight houses now almost complete in H i l l  Street be c a l l e d  "S t. I t a ’ s T e rra ce " .

A circular letter from the Department o f  Lo cal Government and P u b l ic  Hea lth  under date o f  the 

15th April, 1932, was read intimating that Loans for the erection o f  working c lass  dw e l l in gs  

were now available from the Local Loans Rind, and that the in t e r e s t  to be charged fo r  such

Loans would be at the rate o f  5^ per cent, per annum.

The opinion was again expressed by members that the F inancia l P ro v is io n s  o f  the Housing 

(Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1931, were altogether inadequate to permit M u n ic ip a l i t i e s  to 

'ro vi de^at1a,nrent witnin the power o f  a \rorkingraan to pay, w hile  i t  w>uld be u t t e r l y
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Referring to Minutes o f  meeting o f  the 7th March la s t ,  the following le tte r  was read from the 

Department o f  the President.

"A Char a,

"I am directed by the President to acknowledge receipt o f  your le tte r  o f  8th March, 

embodying oopy o f  tne Resolution which was unaninmi sly adopted by the Municipal Council o f  

Wexford at their quarterly meeting on the 7th March, and T am to convey the sincere thanks o f  

the President to the Right 'flbrshipfui Mayor o f  Wexford and the Municipal Council for their  

kind greetings. I am also to say that the President has noted their request fbr his best 

endeavours to secure ptace and prosperity for Ireland.

"I am further to ask you to convey to your Council the President’ s regret that 

owing to extreme pressure o f  Public business i t  was not possible to acknowledge their kind 

greetings ea r l ie r .

"Mise, le  meas,

"Private Secretary."

A le tter  was read from the Organizing Director o f  the Flu chari sti c Congress intimating that a 

special space was being reserved in  the Phoenix Park, Dublin, on Sunday, the 26th prox., for a l l  

Municipal Bodies attending the Congress Mass, and that a space would be assigned to such Bodies 

in the subsequent procession, and that Rohes o f  O ffice might be worn.

It was requested by the Mayor that such o f  the members as intended to be present at the Ceren^nies

would notify the Town Clerk without delay, so that appropriate arrangements could be made for 

their comfort and conveyance while in  Dublin.

The Special Rates Committee reported that they had made a careful examination o f  the various 

items o f  Rates and arrears o f  such Rates outstanding on 31st March la s t ,  on which date the 

collection for the Financial Year 1931/32 had been closed.

Having made minute enquiries into the reasons why the several amounts were in arrear, they

submitted the following recommendations:-  ̂ ------

As to the Borough Rate, the tota l sum to be collected w a s ----------------------- j  £6,141 -  ? -  7 1

Of th is  amount, there was collected at 3l 3t March la s t  £4,803 -  3 -  10 •

The Discount allowed under the Local Government (Rates

on Small Dwellings) Act, 1928, came t o --------------------------- 49 -  16 -  9

The Committee now recommended that there be struck o f f  

as irrecoverable  owing to vacancies, etc ., a sum o f  244 -  6 - 8

That there should be carried forward as co llect ib le

arrears a sum o f --------------------------------------------------------------------  1,043 ~ lo  -  4-j £ ‘:>,141 -  3 -  7 -______
As to the Rate in  lieu o f  County Cess, tne tota l to be collected was £2,735 -  10 -

O f th is  amount there was collected a sum o f £2,169 ~ 5 - 7

The Discount allowed came to 2 -  5 -  ->

The sura recommended to toe written o f f  ao

irrecoverab le  w a s -------------------------------- 116 -  4 -  5

W lile  the amount which should be carried forward

as arrears  was ------------------------------------- - _4g6 - 1 4 - 6  ‘ 2/735 -  10 -  0

On the motion o f  Councillor Ross, seconded by Councillor Murphy, the above two recommendations

were unanimously adopted.©: Wexford Borough Council



Proposed by Aids:man Rossiter, seconded by Councillor T. Walsh, and 

RESOLVED: That an assessment o f  Two Shillings and Sixpence in the Pound on the net

assessable value o f  property within the town o f  Wexfbrd be la id  on pursuant to the Local 

Government (Ireland) provisional Order (Wexfbrd) Confirmation Act, I873, and Acts incor­

porated with and amending the same, as per an Estimate cbly considered and adopted on the 

14th day o f  March, 1932.

Proposed by Councillor Murphy, seconded by Councillor Buckland and 

RESOLVED: That an assessment o f  One Shilling und Twopence in the PoUnd, v i z . : -  a

Lbmestic Rate o f  Eightpence and a Public Rate o f  Sixpence on the rateable value o f

property within the Town o f  Wexfbrd be la id  on pursuant to the Local Government (Ireland)  

Provisional Orders (Dalkey, etc ., )  Confirmation Act, I$76, and Act incorporated with or 

amending the same, as per an Estimate duly considered and adopted on the 14th day o f  March, 

1932.

Proposed by Councillor O'Leary, seconded by Councillor Ross, and

RESOLVED: That a Poor Rate o f  Seven Shillings in  the Pound be made on the net assessable

value o f  property within the Urban District o f  Wexfbrd, as per an Estimate cbly considered

sna adopted on the 11th day o f  April, 1932.

The Books containing the items o f  the various Rates were thereupon sealed and signed, and
arrears 0 f

the Warrants authorizing their collection, as well as the collection of/previous years’ a

Pates were also sealed and signed.

There was submitted for execution on the part o f  the Council lease o f  a building site on 

St. John's Road. This site measured 30 feet by 100 feet and had been demised- for a tffm 

o f 100 years to Mrs. Margaret Boyle, o f  John’ s Gate Street, at an annual rent o f  £2 -  10 -  0

and the Minister fbr Local Government and Public Health had sanctioned such demise by

le tter  o f  the 2nd April, 1932, No. H. 19360.

Tne le -se  which had been prepared by the Corporation Solic itor was fbund to be in order in

every respect, and was thereupon duly executed.

There was also submitted for execution a Deed o f  Conveyance relating to two adjoining

stores in Gibson Street.

These stores were formerly used as a generating station and o i l  depot in connection with 

the Corporation Electric Lighting Undertaking, but when the Undertaking became vested in  

the Electricity Supply Board in 192E3, the stores were also taken over, although the Council 

contended from the outset that they did not form part o f  the undertaking, and after a 

lengthy correspondence, the Board agreed witn this contention, and intimated their w i l l in g ­

ness to surrender the place.

The Deed o f  Conveyance, which indemnified the Supply Board against a l l  l i a b i l i t i e s  or 

demands whi cn might hereafter be made in  respect o f  the premises, had been certified to be

in  order by the Corporation Solicitor, and so i t  was fbrmerly sealed and signed on behalf

o f  the Corporation.

A:5 the smaller o f  the stores which measured 14 feet 2 inches in  length by 26 feet in depth 

was not now needed for Municipal Purposes, i t  was resolved on the motion o f  Alderman 

Bi .lington, seconded by Councillor Murphy, to le t  i t  at an inclusive annual rent o f  

£10 -  S -  0, and advertisements inviting applications from would-be tenants were to be 

inserted forthwith in the local Press.
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impossible to build  houses fbr alum dwellers, as such people could not be expected to meet a rent o

o f  4A1 P®r week, and as this was the mininura economic rent which could be charged for such houses

even with the help o f  the State Contribution made available under the Act, the Mayor was requested

to interview the Minister fbr Local Government and Public Health and earnestly urge on him the 

desirability  o f  having such amendments made in the Statute as would remove the disadvantages

complained o f  *

farther, on the motion o f  Councillor Ross, seconded by Councillor Bergin, i t  was resolved to

communicate witn the Executive o f  the Association o f  Ir ish  Municipal Authorities ca lling attention 

to the defects in the Housing Act o f  1931, so th t the views o f  the various a i f i l ia t e d  Councils 

might be e l ic ited , and a united endeavour made to have i t s  financial provisions improved.

Under date o f  the 20th April , 1932, the Department o f  Local Government and Public Health notified  

that i t  was tne intention o f  the Minister on an early date to introduce leg is la t ion  to anrul the 

provisions o f  Section 71 o f  the Local Governmait Act, 1925, which required Local O fficers to make 

a declaration on appointment or on obtaining an increase o f  remuneration, and satisfaction was 

expressed that this obnoxious law was to be repealed.

The report o f  the Borough Analyst for the quarter ended on 31st March la st  which was read showed

that in that period he had examined fourteen a r t ic le s  comprising six  o f  butter, two o f  milk, two 

of margarine, two o f  tea, and one each o f  cheese and whiskey, and that a l l  the samples were fbund 

to be pure.

Councillor O'Leary, on behalf o f  a la rge  number o f  persons who were in the habit o f  availing o f  

the water supply in the Reservoir at the rere o f  John Street, requested information as to why 

this supply had been recently cut o f f ,  and i t  was explained that the Medical O fficer o f  Health 

and the Borough Surveyor had reported strongly in  favour o f  the complete closing down o f  the 

Reservoir seeing that a scavenging dump was within fbur yards o f  i t ,  and seeing, as well, that a 

large number o f  dwellings had within the past s ix  years been bu ilt  in  close proximity to i t ,  and 

so the finance and Wbrks Committee had decided to have the water completely cut o f f  in order that 

i t  might not be used for cooking purposes.

In order to satisfy those who considered they had a grievance through not being allowed to avail 

o f the supply, i t  was agreed to forward a sample to the Borough Analyst fbr examination, and to 

acquai it those interested with the resu lt o f  such analysis, and as some o f  the residents o f  John 

Street were anxious to interview the Council on the matter, i t  was arranged that they would be 

received by the Rinance & INbrks Committee on the 9th instant.

The making o f  Rates for the service o f  the current Financial Year was proceeded with, and 

thereupon the four following Resolutions were unanimously adopted, v i z . : -  

Proposed by Councillor O’ Leary, seconded by Councillor Ross, and

RESOLVED: That a Borough Rate o f  fbur Sh illings and Sixpence (being One Sh il l in g  for General

Town purposes and Three Sh illings  and S i le n c e  for Sanitary Purposes) be made on the net 

assessable value o f  property within the Borough o f  Wexford to supply the deficiency in  the 

Borough Hind, as shown in  an Estimate o f  Expenses required to permit the Municipal Administration 

o f  said Borough to he carried out, as considered and adopted on the 14th March, 1932.

s i
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17th May, 1932.

A Special Meeting o f  the Council was held this dat (pursuant to the Mayor's requisition) at

the Town Clerk' s Oi'ttce at half-past eight o'clock p. ra.

The m&mbers present were:-

Hi chard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: James Billington, Nicholas Connolly, and Thomas Rossiter.

Councillors: John Atkins, Patrick Clancy, James Crosbie, Thomas Walsh, James Gaul,

James Murphy, Myles Bergin, Garrett Donohoe, Thomas Buckland, William J.

Power, Michael Martin, and Edward Bolger.

The ..iayor stated that ne had considered i t  advisable to convene the present meeting 

consequent on an important statement relative to the provision o f  houses for tti e accomm­

odation o f  tne working classes made by th e Minister for Finance when opening his recent

Budget.
From this it seemed likely  that inch improved financial terras were to be made available to 

Local Authorities for the provision o f  such dwellings, so that the entire Scheme for the 

erection o f  twenty-eight three-room houses at Whitemill forimlated by the Council on 11th 

January last, but wnich, so far, had not received the sanction o f  the Minister fbr Local 

Go vernment and Public Health, could be amended i f  the Council thought proper to do so in 

the light of tne information now available.

I t  was explained thet prior to the passing o f  the Housing (Miscellaneous Provisions) Act,

1931, Loans for the provision o f  artizans' dwellings were available on the Annuity System,

repayable within th irty -five years by an annual payment o f  £5 ^ 13 -  4 per cent o f  the sura

borrowed witn accrued interest.

The Government made a contribution o f  £60 per house, while a like  contribution was made by 

the Local Authority, and so i t  had been fbund possible fbr the Council to le t  such houses 

without loss at a rent o f  6/6 per house per week, fU ll provision having been made in this 

rent for payment o f  Rates, ground rent, etc ., but under the financial provisions o f  the Act 

of 1931» a rent o f  8/4 a week would need to be charged fbr similar houses, which was altog­

ether too raucn to expect a workingraan to pay.

The Mayor intimated that he had had an interview with the President o f  the Executive 

Cbuncil ana the Minister fbr Finance, and had been informed that i t  was the intention to 

make money availavle from the Local Loans Hind which would be repayable on the annuity 

System within a period o f  th irty -five  years at a rate o f  five per cent, per annum, which

would cover both sinking fond and interest.

Under these terras the Mayor calculated that the annual Loan charges on a house which would 

cost £290 to erect, including cost o f  site and i t s  development, would amount to £14 - 1 0 - 0  

to which would have to be added a sum 0 f  £7 -  4 < -10 for Rates, Insurance and Administrative 

charges, so tnat tne total yearly rent to be charged would amount to £21 -  14 -  10, or 8/4

per week.

He was informed however, that the Government proposed to f ix  the rent which the tenant 

would have to pay for such a hou&e at £10 -  8 -  0 per annum, or 4/- a week, leaving the 

deficiency o f  £11 -  6 -  10 to be met by the State and the Council.

It was intended that the State should bear two-thirds o f  the Loan Charges, i .  e. £9 -  13 -  4
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Alderm n Connolly intimated that he intended on an early occasion to propose? in accordance with 

the provisions o f  Section 7 o f  the Local Elections and Meetings (Postponement) Act, 1931, the 

co-option o f  Mr. Thomas Roche, o f  St. John's Road, to replace the la te  Councillor William Goodison,

A special Meeting o f  the Council was h e ld  this day (pursuant to the M yor ’ s requisition) at the

Town Clerk’ s O ffice , at ha lf-past  seven o 'c lock p. ra., to execute a Deed o f  Mortgage to the

Corami -sioners o f  Public TJfcrks fQ?r the repayment within a period o f  twsvty-five years o f  a Lo an o f

£1,755, with interest thereon at the rate o f  ^  per cent, per annum, such Loan being required for

the renewal o f  watermains in  certain streets o f  the town.

The members present were:-

Ricnard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in  the Chair.

Aldermen: James Hillingdon, Thomas Hayes, Nicholas Connolly, and Thomas Rossiter.

Councillors: Patrick Clancy, Myles Bergin, James Crosbie, Thomas Walsh, James Murphy, Thomas

The Deed, as prepared by the S o l ic ito r  to the Commissioners, was produced I t  had already been 

approved on the part o f  the Council, and thereupon the following Resolution was unanimously 

adopted:-

Proposed by Councillor T. Walsh, seconded by Alderman B illington , and

RESOLVED: That our Corporate Seal be a i f ix ed  to the Deed o f  Mortgage o f  this date now read,

whereby security i s  given to the Commissioners o f  Public VSIbrks in  Ireland for the repayment of the 

sum o f  One Thousand Se^e n Hundred and f i f t y -F iv e  Pounds proposed to be advanced by them to us 

under the Public Health (Ire land ) Acts.

The Corporation Seal was thereupon a ffixed  to the document, and authenticated by the signatures 

o f  the Mayor, two members o f  the Council, and the Town Clerk.

The fallowing further Resolution was also unanimously adopted:-

Proposed by Alderman Rossiter, seconded by Alderman Hayes, and

RESOLVED: That inasmuch as th is  Corporation does not immediately require from the Comraissicners

o f  Public '.Iforks in Ireland the tota l amount o f  the sum mentioned in the Deed o f  Mortgage to them 

this day executed by th is  Corporation, but prefer to receive the same by instalments as occasion 

may require, i t  i s  resolved that the requisition fbr each such adva ice shall be intimated to said 

Co muds sioners by the Chairman o f  th is  Corporation fbr the time being, countersigned by the Town 

Cla?k.

And that each such requisition shall be fbrwarded to the Accountant o f  the said Commissioners, and

that a l l  such advances shall be lodged to our Account in  the Wexfbrd Branch o f  the National Bank.

The meeting then arose.

and i t  was arranged that the casual vacancy in St. Selskar Ward 

f i l le d  on Monday, the 6th prox.

6 . 6 -

9th May, 1932.

Buckland, Garrett Donohoe, John O'Leary, John Atkins, Edward Bolger, and

Michael Martin-
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Alderman Connolly, i t  was Resolved:-

That the Minister for Local Government and Public Health be requested to sanction 

the raising o f  a Loan o f  £800 from the Commissioners o f  Public Wbrks to enable

the two houses above referred to to be erected.

Before the meeting seperated, Resolutions o f  condolence were passed with the relatives o f  

the 1 te V i l l i  am Kinsella, o f  Commercial Quay, Coal Merchant, and with Councillor O’ Leary 

and Councillor Po ss, nephew and Brother-in-law respectively o f  the late Mrs. Sarah 

Kavanagh, o f  John Street.

/  / .  3 ^

30th May, 1932.

A Special Meeting o f  the Council was held tnis day , pursuant to the Mayor’ s requisition, 

at tne Town Clerk' s Office at half-past seven 0’ clock p. m., to re-appoint for a further

year, in accordance with a recommendation from the Local Appointments Commissioners, Mr.

Joim Mullins, M.R.C.V.S., as Meat inspector for the Borough; and to agree to revised terras 

for the repayment o f  Loan o f  £1,900 recently borrowed for the erection o f  six houses on 

Davitt Poad, North, as per a letter from the Commissioners o f  Public ’."forks.

The members present were:-

Picnara Corish, Esq., Mayor, in  the Chair.

Aldermen: Jaraes Billington, Thomas Hayes, Nicholas Connolly, Richard Gibson,

Thomas Rossiter.

Councillors:- Patrick Clancy, John Atkins, Jaraes wiirphy, John Walsh, Garrett Donohoe, 

Myles Bergin, JohnQ'Leary, Cyril Ross, Jaraes Crosbie, James Gaul,

Thomas Walsh, Jaraes McMahon, Thomas Buckland, Edward Bolger, William

Power, and Michael Martin.

The Comnuni cation from' the Local Appointments Commissioners above referred to, which was 

dated 25th instant, was read, as were the Conditions o f  Appointment governing the position, 

which were similar to those in operation coring the past twelve months, and thereupon the

following resolution was unanimously adopted.

Proposed by Councillor Bergin, seconded by Councillor T. Walsh.

RESOLVED:- That in accordance with the provisions o f  Section 6 (4 )  o f  the Local Author­

i t ie s  (O fficers and Employees) Act, 1926, we hereby re-appoint for a further year as from 

13th May instant, Mr. John Mullins, as Veterinary Inspector for the supervision o f  the Meat 

supply in tne Borough, who w il l  also act as Veterinary Examiner under the Agricultural 

Produce ( f’resh Meat) Acts, 1930 and 1931> at a salary o f  £45D, two-thirds o f  which w i l l  be 

recouped by the Department o f  Agriculture*

A le tte r  from the Cbmmi ssioners o f  Public \lforks under date o f  20th May, 1932, No. 8224, was 

submitted. This intimated that the terras o f  the Loan o f  £1,500 borrowed for housing 

purposes on 13th April last  had been revised, so that i t  was now to be repaid on the 

Instalment System instead o f  by Annuity. I t  was to be paid o f f  within a period o f  thirty-  

seven years, with interest at the rate o f  5j  per cent, per annum, but for the f irs t  two 

years, interest only on the sum borrowed would need to be met.
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leaving the balance o f  the deficiency o f  £11 -  6 -  10, namely, £1 -  13 -  6, to be met by the 

Council.

The Mayor considered this an admirable Scheme to provide cheap houses for vrorkers which would not 

press too hardly on the Ratepayers, as on the forty-eight houses provided within the last  few 

years and le t  at a rent o f  6/6 a week, a weekly subsidy o f  l /6 was borne by the Ratepayers, 

whereas under the Scheme now adumbrated, the subsidy would only amount to eightpence per house 

per week, and so he advocated the alteration o f  the Scheme already adopted for the erection o f  

twenty-eight three-room houses at ’Whitemill Road, and the substitution therefor o f  a Scheme for 

the provision o f  forty fbur—room, two—storey houses which could be made available for workmen 

who could not affbrd  to pay a rent higher than four sh ill ings  a week, and who would not 

necessarily be slum dwellers.

He further stated that an alternative Scheme was also being considered whereby the Government 

would meet two-thirds o f  the rent in excess o f  fbur sh ill ings , the Local Authority being 

responsible for the remaining one-third, but expressed preference for the first-mentioned plan. 

The meeting, on considering the Mayor’ s statement, came to the conclusion that advantage snoula 

be taken o f  the financial terms outlined in  i t  as soon as they became available.

They expressed appreciation o f  the e f fo rts  the Government were making to ameliorate the condition 

of the working classes by providing houses at rents which they could afford to pay, and the 

fbllowing Resolution was unanimously adopted on the motion o f  Councillor Gaul, seconded by 

Councillor Power:-

That the Scheme fbr the erection on V v liite ra ill Road o f  twenty-eight houses for the 

working classes, which was adopted on the 11th January la s t ,  be not proceeded with, 

but tnat instead forty fbur-room houses be erected on th is  s ite on the terras now 

outlined by the Mayor, as conveyed to him by President De Valera and the Minister 

fbr Finance, and that the Minister for Local Government and Public Health be 

requested to consent to the Scheme being amended in the manner indicated.

I t  was further proposed by Alderman Rossiter, seconded by Councillor Crosbie, and resolvea:-  

That immediately approval to the Scheme for the provision o f  the forty houses i s  

notified , the Minister be further requested to sanction the obtainment from tne 

Local Loans F\ind o f  a Loan o f  £12,300* so as to enable the dwellings to be 

erected, and the s ite  to be purchased and developed; such Loan to oe repaid on the 

Annuity System within a period o f  th ir ty - f iv e  years at the rate o f  £5 per cent.

per annum, which i s  to include both sinking fond and interest accrued thereon.

There was submitted a plan o f  two good-class dwellings which i t  was recommended should be 

erected on a spare piece o f  ground on Davitt Road, North, adjacent to the s ite  o f  the six  

working class houses at present under construction.

These houses would consist o f  five  rooms each, and would be provided with baths. The two 

could be b u i lt  at an a l l - i n  oo st o f  £800, and i t  was asserted that there were many applicants  

for houses o f  th is  type who would be prepared to pay the f o i l  economic rent for them  ̂

ao well, i f  the dwellings were erected, an unsightly space would be put to very good use, and 

the appearance o f  the entire lo ca l ity  immensely improved.

The meeting, a fte r  discussion, came to the conclusion that i t  was desirable from every point o f  

view that t.he houses should be provided, and so, on the motion o f  the Mayor, seconded by
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Alderman Rossiter alluded to the recent demise o f  the Lord Bishop o f  Waterford, the Most 

Reverend Dr. liackett, wiio was well known for many years in Wexford as a member o f  the 

Redemptorist Order, and a Preacher o f  high eloquence, and expressed on behalf o f  the people 

o f  the Town, sincere sympathy with the Clergy and la ity  o f  the Diocese o f  Waterford in  the

loss o f  their Revered Bisnop.

Council lo r  McMahon, Councillor Bergin, Alderman Connolly, and the Mayor, joined in this

expression o f  regret, which was passed in respectfUl silence.

With reference to minutes o f  meeting o f  the 2nd ultimo regarding water supply in the 

Reservoir at John Street, which had recently been cut o f f  from the Town, the following 

Report was read from Mr. O'Dwyer, Chief Engineering Inspector to the Minister for Local

Government and Public Bealth;-

"WEXEORD BOROUGH COUNCIL.

"The Secretary,
"Department o f  Local Government and Public Health.

"I inspected the available system o f  water supply to Wexfbrd Borough on the 10th

instant.

"There are two seper ate supplies, one derived from the high ground in the John Street 

area and one from a storage Reservoir at Oolestown Bridge.

"The John Street supply cannot be regarded as safe from a Public Health point o f  view.

Catch drains comnuni catittg with springs at a higher leve l,  la id  under t i l le d  ground across 

a public road and under a public dump, convey water to twin tanks which are uncovered. The

first  risk to be contended with in this case i s  at the source, which, being a thickly

populated district, mast be regarded with suspicion* Then the fact that the fields  

referred to are t i l le d  introduces the risk  o f  contamination through manurial matter finding 

i t s  way to tne drains. These drains are not under pressure as a cast iron main i s ,  nor

are they jointed in the same way, so that anything that i  s in their vicinity can as a rule

find access. The further risks o f  contamination at the public road and dump are equally 

seriou s.

"I am strongly o f  opinion that the John Street System should be kept closed as a 

source o f  domestic water supply.

"The supply for Colestown Bridge provides a water o f  good quality but insufficient  

quantity. There are tW3 separate d i f f icu lt ie s  to be contended with in this case. The 

f irs t  i s  the insu f  fi ci ency o f  quantity at the reservoir in the event o f  a prolonged drought 

The second i s  the lack o f  capacity in the main between the reservoir and the town.

"As to the f irs t ,  I am satisfied  that the necessity fbr further storage w i l l  become

evident in the event o f  a recurrence o f  a dry year such as 1905* In fact i t  i s  only by

carefully watching every possible loss or leakage that the Corporation can hope to maintain 

the supply under any conditions less favourable than the average.

"In this connection I suggest that gauge boards be erected at each o f  the present 

in le ts  to the reservoir, and that readings be taken regularly to enable the Council’ s 

Engineer to ascertain more definitely the yield o f  the catchment and so calculate with 

greater accuracy the further requiremaxts o f  the Corporation in the matter o f  storage.

A record should also be kept o f  the height o f  water over the s i l l  from day to day when the 

Reservoir i s  overflowing. These with the splendid record o f  ra in fa l l  kept by the©: Wexford Borough Council



The Commissioners had been adv ised  th a t  a new Mortgage Deed was not necessary to give effect to 

the new conoitiona i f  a r e s o lu t io n  was passed by the  Corporation accepting them, and they asked 

that a copy o f  such r e s o lu t io n  when adopted, might be fbrwarded fbr attachment to the existing  

Heed.

With reference to this matter, i t  was pointed out to the meeting that in  oonsequence o f  the 

abolition o f  the Annuity Bystem o f  repayment, the houses on Davitt Road, North, could not be le t  

at a weekly rent o f  8/ -, as agreed to on 4th uLtimo, as i t  would now need a rent o f  9/- to meet 

the Loan Charges, Rates, Ground Rent, Etc., while i f  no ground rent was charged, as was the case 

in the o 'connell Avenue houses, a rent o f  8/5 per week per house would s t i l l  have to be fixed, as 

against a rent o f  6/6 for houses o f  a similar type on Davitt Road, South, which were completed 

last year.

Under these circumstances, the advisability  o f  the fllbrks Committee deferring for the present the 

selection o f  tenants from among the 3l applicants was advocated, but on the Mayor expressing the 

conviction that under the promised Housing Legislation , substantial r e l i e f  woulfil be afforded, 

and that the rents o f  these particu lar houses would be very mich le ss  than 8/- or even than 6/- 

a week, i t  was decided to authorize the Works Committee to proceed with the selection o f  

occupiers fbr the six houses, when b u i lt ,  but as to accepting the new conditions o f  repayment 

of the Loan, i t  was agreed to postpone th is  matter so that the Minister for Local iiovernment 

and Public Health might be requested to be so good as to assure the Council that any advantag­

eous financial provisions in  the foreshadowed Housing B i l l  would apply to the six houses for 

which the Loan referred to was borrowed.

The meeting then arose.

/h  V

/  y 3*
” •>

6th June, 1932.

A Statutory Meeting o f  the Council was held th is  day at the Town Clerk’ s O ffice, at ha lf-past  

seven o’ clock p. m.

The members present were:-

Ricnard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in  the Chair.

Aldermen: Nicholas Connolly, Thomas Hayes, James B illington, Richard Gibson, and

Thomas Rossiter.

C o u n c i l l o r s :  Thomas Walsh, John Atkins, John J. O’ Leary, Patrick Clancy, John Walsh,

Garrett Donohoe, James McMahon, Edward Bolger, James Murphy, Myles B e r^n ,

Thomas Buckland, William Power, James Crosbie.

The minutes o f  meetings o f  2nd, 9th, 17th, and 30th o f  May, 1932, were taken as having been 

read, and were thereupon signed.

L i a l i l i t i e s  w h i c h  had a c c r u e d  d u e  u p  t o  t h e  e n d  o f  l a s t  m o n t h ,  a m o u n t i n g ,  in  the aggregate, to

£1,017 -  17 —  4 ,  w e  r e  s u b m i t t e d ,  and h a v i n g  b e e n  e x a m i n e d  w e r e  a p p r o v e d ,  and an Advice Note

was signed t o  enable t h e m  t o  b e  d i s c h a r g e d .
Acknowledgements o f  votes o f  sympathy tendered to them in the ir  recent bereavements were 

deceived from Councillor O’ Leary, and Mr. V i l l i  am Kin se l l  a, Crosstown.
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mth regard to tills coimtuni cation, the following Resolution was unanimously adopted, on the

motion o f  Councillor T. Walsh, seconded by Councillor Power, v iz . : -

That tne iViinister for Local Government and Public Health be requested to have 

the Law dealing with vaccination amended so that parents who believed that 

vaccination would be prejudicial to the health o f  their children would not be

l iab le  ibr penalties under the Vaccination Acts.

I t  was also decided to postpone the question o f  taking legal proceedings against any o f  the 

925 defaulters until the Minister would have had an opportunity o f  considering the above 

Resolution, and intimating whether he was prepared to act on the suggestion embodied in i t .  

There was submitted a statement showing the result o f  a plebiscite taken o f  the residents 

o f  19 streets (the names o f  which were irregu larly  changed in the year 1920) as to whether 

or not tney desired such change to become effective.

Prom tn is  i t  was seen that the names o f  ftur only o f  the streets could be lega lly  altered, 

as tne requisite majority o f  two-thirds in number and value o f  the Ratepayers o f  the 

remaining 15 streets were not desirous o f  having any change made in the existing names. 

Tnereupon on tne motion o f  Councillor T. Walsh, seconded by Councillor Murphy, i t  was

unanimou s ly

RESOLVED: -  That in accordance with the provisions o f  Section 21 o f  the Public Health Acts 

Amendment Act, 1907, which i s  in force in the Borough, the names o f  Back Street, Castlehill 

Street, Gibson Street, and Ram Street, be altered to "Mallin Street" , "Kevin Barry Street",

"Peter Street”, and "Skeffington Street" respectively.

There was submitted for execution a Consent to the acceptance o f  a sum o f  £53 -  4 -  0 to 

extinguish a head rent 0 f  £3 -  4 - 8  paid to the Corporation for part o f  their Estate at 

Farnogue, this price having been accepted on the 13th April, 1931, consequent on the land 

in question having been sold to the tenant thereo f  under the Land Acts, 1923 to 1931, ana 

thereupon the Consent was duly sealed and signed on the motion o f  Alderman Rossiter
I

seconded by Councillor McMahon.

Vfl.th reference to minutes o f  meeting o f  14th March la st ,  on which occasion i t  was decided 

to contribute a sum o f  £10 in tne current year to the Rinds o f  the Ir ish  Tourist Association 

there was submitted an Agreement, whi ch, under the Tourist Traffic  (Development) Act, 1931, 

required to b e entered into between the Corporation and the Association, which was "An

approved Company" within the meaning o f  this Act.

This Agreement set out tne times at which moieties o f  the ittoney were to be paid over, and 

stipulated that i t  should be expencfed only on such objects and in such a manner as the 

i.Iinister lor Industry & Commerce would approve, and on the motion o f  Councillor Bergin, 

seconded b y  Alderman Possiter, the Corporation Seal was affixed to the Document and 

autnenti cat ed by the signatures o f  the Mayor and the Town Clerk.

VJith reference to request made to the Minister for Justice on the 2nd ultimo to provide 

that only suitable films should be exhibited in Cinemas at matinee performances, a letter  

from the Department o f  Justice under date o f  the 13th May, 1932, was read pointing out that 

there was no power at present to put the suggestion into effect, and i t  was doubtful 

whether even by fresh legislation  i t  would be possible to evolve a suitable scheme without 

creating d if f icu lt ie s  for those engaged in the cinema business. The exhibition o f  

pictures wnich were suitable for children only would not prove remunerative, as the demand
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Caretaker and extending back to July, 1904, w i l l  provide extremely valuable data for calculations 

necessary in connection with the y ie ld  o f  the present catchment.

"The second d if f icu lty  referred to above can be dealt with in either o f  two ways, or perhaps 

by a combination. a decision on this point would have to be based on more detailed investigation  

and fionsideration o f  estimates.

" (a )  A second pipe might be la id  between the reservoir and the town to supplement the

existing pipe.

" (b ) A service reservoir might be erected at a suitable elevation near the town and be 

connected with the existing main and distribution system.

"Tha advantage o f  r ( a ) ’ demands no explanation, the advantage o f  ’ ( b ) '  arises as fo llows:- 

"T f  the average consumption i  s 30 gallons per head per day to a population o f  12,000, the 

daily demand on the pipe w i l l  be 360,000 gallons. This i f  spread equally over the 24 hours would 

represent 250 gallons per minute. In fact i t  i s  never spread equally over the 24 hours (even i f  

the water i s  turned on for the fu l l  period) as there are rush periods and slack periods in tfce

town’ s consumption. At 9 a.m. the demand i s  probably at the rate o f  600 to 650 gallons per

minute, while at 3 a.m. i t  should be p rac t ica lly  n i l .  I t  w i l l  be seen then that the twin mains 

without a service reservoir would have to be capable o f  delivering 650 gallons per minute at a 

pressure suffic ient to command the highest leve ls  in the town, I f ,  however, a service reservoir 

were in sta lled , the demand on the main would be the average figure taken at 250 gallons per minute 

while a short length o f  la rge  diameter main from the service tank to the distribution system

would be called upon to y ie ld  the higher figure  o f  600 to 650 gallons per minute.

"The £ gures are taken fbr the purpose o f  i l lu s t r a t in g  the re lative  advantages o f  schemes 

(a ) and (b )  and do not purport to represent actual, consumption which I did not have an opportun­

ity  o f  measuring.

(Signed) "Nioclas O’ IXiibhir,

"Priomh Chlgire Innealtoireachta.

"12adh Bealtaine, 1932. " 3

As well as the foregoing report, there was also submitted the result o f  the analysis o f  a sample o  ̂

o f  the water in  the John Street Reservoir forwarded to Mr. B. G* Fagan, Borough Analyst, on the

7th May la s t .

According to th is  the water was almost colourless; i t s  general appearance was s ligh t ly  dull; 

while no trace o f  any serious or dangerous contamination could be fbund in the sample.

I t  was stated that Dr. Pieree, Medical O ff icer  o f  Health, had been shown the resu lt o f  Mr.

Rigan's examination, but s t i l l  he was insistent that the water should not again be made available  

for the use o f  the public.

The c o n s id e r a t io n  o f  these two reports was deferred to enable a deputation o f  the residents o f  

John Street to submit a case to the Finance and Vforks Committee showing why they should s t i l l  be 

permitted to use t h i s  water, although i t  was reoognized by the meeting that in  view o f  Dr.

P ierse’ s o p in io n ,  there was no option but to cut o f f  the supply from the town.

A l e t t e r  from th e  Department o f  Local Government and Public Health under date o f  the 21st May,

1932, Ho. 26539, was read* I *1 r e v e s ted  the Council to take action against the 925 vaccination

defaulters in tile Borough on the 31st March last
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A -o.sol\ tion from the 1-undalk Urban Council calling on the iJinister tor Local Government 

and Public Health to abolish tne Central Purchasing Department, so that Local Bodies could 

revert to the old and financially sound system o f  spending the Rates in the areas in which 

they were contributed, was unanimously adopted on the motion o f  Alderman Hayes, seconded by

A1 derma i Rossiter*

t was ogr ed on the motion o f  Councillor Bergin, seconded by Alderman Rossiter, to hold 

meetings o f  the Pinance and 1/forks Committee on every alternate l^onday evening only until

tne ena o f  September.
,

a  y . .  3 ?

17th June, 1932.

A Special meeting o f  the Council was held tnis day (pursuant to the ^ayor's requisition) at 

the Town Clerk's Office, at half-past seven o 'clock p. ra., to consider a report frora the 

I Housing Committee recommending that the eight houses now completed in H il l  Street should be 

sold on the Tenant-purchase System instead o f  being le t  to weekly tenants as already decided

j  upon.

| The members in attendance were:- 

Mcnard Corish, Esq., i.iayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: Tnomas Rossiter, Nicholas Connolly, Thomas Hayes.

1 Councillors: Jonn Walsh, James Gaul, Garrett Lonohoe, Jaraes idurphy, «iyles Bergin,

Patrick Clancy, Thomas Buckland, and James McMahon, 

j At the outset tne i-'ayor proposed. That the respectful sympathy o f  the meeting be offereo

j to President DeValera on tne recent death, in  New York, o f  his mother,

f Tne proposition was seconded by Councillor Clancy, supported by Alderman Connolly,

I Councillor ndci âhon, and Councillor LJurphy, and was adopted in silence*

J The folio wing report was then submitted:-

"REPORT OP HOUSING COiiiHTTEE.

i;""Tne above Committee met on Pr iaay , 10th instant, to make arrangeraeits for the letting o f  

tne eight n ew ly -erec t  ed tvro-storey dwellings in H i l l  Street (S t . Ita ' s Terrace).

!' Vrora a statement wni ch had been fUmished to the members o f  the Committee, i t  was seen that 

| the a l l - i n  cost o f  building tne nouses, excluding the cost o f  the footpath, was £3,434-11-1, 

o r  an average o f  £429 per nouse, but as one o f  the dwellings contained an extra room, the

cost o f  seven o f  tnem was taken at £423 each, and the remaining one at £473*

i* "Tne statement showed that i f  i t  was intended to adhere to the orig inal intention to le t  the 

; houses to weekly tenants, the smaller houses oould each be le t  at a rent o f  ll/LO per weekj 

r w h ile  a rent o f  13/7 a week would have to be charged fbr the larger one.

"The computations on which these rents were based gave the occupiers the benefit o f  the

1 Government and Corporation Subsidies, and made fU ll provision for the repayment o f  the Loan 

J tiiiarges, Rates, Depreciation, Insurance and Collector’ s Commission.

- " I f ,  however, i t  was considered well to dispose o f  the houses to tenant-parchasers, the

f b l lar.’i ing two computations were included in the statement, wherein provision was made for

! the im..:eaiate payment o f  £25 on foot o f  the purcnase price by each o f  the successful
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would be U n ite d ,  so that i t  seemed that the only effective way to deal with the matter was to 

prohibit young persons to enter picture/^at a l l ,  and the Minister doubted whether public opinion 

would support such a measure.

There was no farther action taken on this matter.

There was la id  befbre the meeting notice o f  an application to be made to the Circuit Court on 

behalf of ..lessrs. Boggan Brothers o f  Anne Street, for £60 as compensation for damage done to two 

of their motor omnibuses and to their garage at Hiskar View on Sunday- the 29th ultimo- 

I t  was mentioned that some o f  the delinquents had been apprehended an£ were to be brought before 

before the D istric t  Court on an early date, so i t  was decided to defer taking any steps to warns 

contesting the claim un t i l  the proceedings at the 14strict Court were disposed o f.

Under date o f  the 26th May, 1932, a le tte r  was read from the Department o f  Justice asKing for 

information as to the administration o f  the Employment o f  Children Act, 190 3> more especially as 

to the general e ffect o f  any By-Laws made under the Act as regards health, educational progress, 

and time for rest and recreation, as compared with the position which obtained before tne operation 

o f such By-Laws.

I t  was explained that under the Act in  question the Corporation had power, in ter  a l ia ,  to 

regulate the employment o f  children under 14 years o f  age, and to regulate street trading by 

persons under the age o f  16 years, as also to prohibit the employment o f  young children in certain 

cases.

As no such By-Laws were in  force in  Wexford, i t  was decided to so inform the Minister for Justice, 

but on the motion o f  Alderman Rossiter, seconded by Councillor T. Walsh, the following were 

appointed to examine the Act care fu lly , and see i f  i t  would be desirable to put i t  into effective  

operation, namely, Aldermen Rossiter, B i l l in g ton , Connolly, Councillors T. Walsh, Atkins, and 

Clancy, along with the Mayor.

A le tte r  was read from the Department o f  Local Government and Public Health under date o f  the 

2nd instant ca ll in g  attention to an advertisement which had been extensively published in the 

newspapers throughout the Saorstat intimating that unemployed workmen could now be registered  

at Post O ffices and Civic Guard Stations i f  more convenient than at Employment Flxcnanges.

The le tte r  further intimated that i t  was o f  supreme importance that persons seeking employment 

under iiovernment R e lie f  Schemes should be registered, as Grants would be allocated on the basis  

o f the unemployed in  eacn area, anct the recruitment o f  the necessary labour would be effected  

sole ly  through the Employment Exch;mges.

The contents o f  this  l e t t e r  were no ted , and i t  was s ta te d  th a t  a c t in g  on advice already given 

them, the unemployed in  Wexford Town were now making i t  a ru le  to en te r  t h e i r  names at the local  

Exchange.

A forther comnunication from the Department o l  Local tiovemment anc Public Health under date o f  

the 26th u ltino  was read. I t  pointed out that where, under the provisions o f  Section 5 ( 1 )  o f  

the Local Authorities (O fficers  and Employees) Act, 1926, loca l Bodies were empowered to appoint 

certain pensionable or p e n s io n e d  o ff ic e rs  without obtaining a recommendation from the Local 

Appointments C om m iss ion e rs ,  i t  had been decided by the High Court that before proceeding to

make such an appointment the prior sanction of tne appropriate Minister should be obtained, and

»» , iri be invariab ly  followed in future,that th is  course should oe ixiv» *

A „ +M o eonuitinication were also noted.The contents o f  tn is  conuiiuu.
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" ' Hirthermore, the legal charges for the preparation, by the Corporation Solicitor, o f  the 

Conveyance for each house nu st be met by each tenant-purchaser.'

" i t  was pointed out that i f  the above recommendation was approved by the Council, i t  would 

be necessary to rescind Resolution o f  the 1st September, 19350* whereby i t  was decided to 

le t  the eight houses to weekly tenants, and to enable this to be done, a notice o f  motion 

was given that a resolution to that effect would be moved on the 17th instant.

" 13tn June, 1932."

From an inquiry made by Alderman Possiter, i t  was stated that the cost o f  the site, o f  

taking aown the wall which had surrounded i t ,  as well as providing bathrooms and baths for 

the houses, were taken into account when computing their purchase price* and according to 

the Mayor, i f  these items were excluded, the cost o f  each house would have been rediced by

£46 -  10 - 0.

Tne report having been discussed, the sense o f  the meeting seemed to favour the disposal o f  

tne dwellings to tenant-pur chasers on the terms embodied in  i t ,  and, therefore, in 

accordance with notice already given, the Mayor moved:

"Tnat the Resolution o f  1st September, 1930, whereby i t  was decided to le t  the 

eight houses in H il l  Street to weekly tenants be and i s  hereby rescinded."

This motion was seconded by Councillor Bergin and was carri ed unanimously.
I

Tnereu ' yor further moved. That the report o f  the Housing Committee now submitted

terms set rth therein; and thet the Minister fbr lo ca l  Government and Public Health be

requested to sanction the sale o f  the dwellings on these terms.

This proposition was seconded by Councillor Murphy, and was also adopted unanimously.

I t  was then arranged that advertisements should be inserted forthwith in the local Press 

inviting applications from vould-be purchasers, and that the houses would be allocated at 

meeting to be held on the 4th July next, the hope being expressed that by that time the

assent to their sale w u ld  have been given by the i<iinister.

Alderman Possiter asked for and was granted permission to refer to recent proceedings at 

the County Board o f  xiealth when the provision o f  a Fever Hospital for the County was under

consi deration.

From the report i t  seemed that a County Hospital in  Enniscorthy, or District Hospitals in  

New Poss, nnniscortny and Wexfbrd, were the alternative Schemes suggested, but Alderman 

Possiter stressed the importance ( in  case the Central Hospital was decided upon) o f  having 

accommodation available in Wexford Town fbr local fever patients as well as fbr patients

from the contiguous rural areas.

The meeting v/as in agreement with Alderman Rossiter' s contention, and the Mayor was 

requested to make every effort to secure that a District Hospital should be set up in  the 

town with accommodation for tnirty-two patients, and the Mayor promised that he would do 

his utgost to have the wishes o f  the Cbrporation carried out, as he realized the danger o f  

fever patients having to be conveyed any great distance for treatment as wr^ultf occur i f  tie

"Signed on behalf o f  the Committee.

"Ri char d Co ri sh

"Mayor.

be aao t the eight houses be disposed o f  o f  the tenant-pur chase system on the
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"appli cants.

"Cost o f  each o f  the seven smaller houses___________£423.
Less Government Subsidy -------------------------------------------- £363*

Less deposit by purchaser-------------------------------------------------  25

Sum to be repaid by tenant-purchaser_____________________£338

Repayment o f  £333 in  35 years at £6 -  13 -  4 per cen t_________________________£2 2 - 1 0 - 8

Insurance-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  5 - 0

Commission---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- ----------12 -  0

Total annual charge ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ £23 -  7 - 8

A rent—charge o f  S/~ a week would meet this sum.

"Cost o f  tne la rger  nouse ------------------------------------------ £473

Less Government Subsidy --------------------------------------------  30 £413.

Less deposit by purchaser----------------------------------------- 25

Sum to be repaid by tenant-purchaser----------------------- £388

Repayment o f  £388 in  35 years at £6 -  13 -  4 per c e n t ---------------------------------- £25 -  17 -  4

Insurance -----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  5 -  0

Commission----------------------------------------- -----------------------------------------------------------  l g _ 6

Total annual charge ------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- £26 -  15 -  10

A rent-charge o f  10/4 a week would meet th is  sura.

"As well, i t  was suggested that at the end o f  the 35 years, each o f  the houses should be subject 

to an annual ground rent o f  10/-; that from the outset the occupiers should be responsible for 

the payment o f  a l l  rates and taxes assessed on the cwellings; and that tne legal charges for the 

preparation, by the Corporation So lic ito r , o f  the Conveyance should be met by tne purchasers.  

rTne Committee went carefu lly  into both Schemes, and in  tne case o f  the tenant-purcnase one, i t  

was noted that tne benefit o f  the Government Subsidy only was given, and the Committee were in  

agreement that tnis Subsidy only should be allowed, as i t  was their view that tne ratepayers  

should not be Callen on to pay for the provision o f  houses for people who could not be classes as 

workingmen, some o f  whora, i t  was known, having already canvassed ior possession o f  them.

"The Committee also closely considered whether tne houses should be le t  or sold, and i t  was tneir  

unanimous opinion that i t  would be more satisfactory to dispose o f  them to tenant—purchasers who 

would be responsible fbr tneir maintenance lrora the time they entered into possession, and the 

following terms were drawn up for ra t if ica t ion  by the Council i f  viewed with favour*viz. ; —

'nAs to the seven s ix - room houses, including bathroom*. Each Tenant-purchaser w i l l  be required 

to make an immediate payment o f  £25, and as well pay a weekly rent-charge o f  nine sh ill ings  ibr 

a period o f  th ir ty -f iv e  years, the terms o f  the Loan by means o f  which they were bu i lt ,  at the 

end o f  which period the houses w i l l  become the property o f  the purchasers.

" 'As to the remaining one house o f  seven rooms, including bathroom. The purchaser w i l l  be 

required to make an immediate payment o f  £25, and also to pay a weekly rent-charge o f  10/4 for 

35 y e a r s ,  «h e n  th e  house w i l l  beoome h i s ,  o r  h e r ,  p ro p e r ty .

" 'As w ell at the end o f  the th ir ty -fiv e  years, eacu o i the eight houses w i l l  be subject to an 

annual ground rent o f  10/-, and from the out3et each tenant-purchaser w i l l  be responsible for 

th e  payment o f  a l l  r a t e s  and taxes  assessed  on h i s ,  o r  h e r ,  d w e l l in g .
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However, Alderman Billington gave notice o f  his intention to move at next Statutory Meeting 

that ufnenever watermains were to be la id  in future the work should be done by contract and not

by direct labour, and this notice was accepted.

Regarding the three men to whom objection had been raised, i t  was decided that Patrick Lacey, 

permanent workman, was not to be employed at overtime work in future, seeing that he was in 

receipt ol' a regular weekly wage, and on the motion o f  Councillor T. Walsh, seconded by Alder­

man Connolly, i t  was unanimously resolved that in future a l l  casual vrorkmen employed to lay 

watermains, &c., be discharged without exception at the termination o f  their period o f  

employment, namely, four weeks, and an entire fresh batch o f  the unemployed engaged to 

continue at the work, and so on fbr regular periods o f  four weeks until the work be completed. 

It  was announced that the National Bank had agreed to advance the necessary Loan to enable 

certain o f  the streets to be steanwrolled, as decided upon on the 14th March la st , and 

thereupon the following re s o lu t io n  was unanimously adopted preliminary to the preparation o f  

the necessary ifortgage Deed, v i z . : -  

Proposed by Councillor Thomas Walsh,

Seconded by Councillor Power, and

RESOLVED: "That in pursuance o f  the consent o f  the Local Government Minister dated 8th June,

1932, the Council cb borrow from the National Bank, Limited, the sum o f  £1,635 fbr the 

purpose o f  steaia-rolling certain streets in  Wexfbrd, to be repaid to the Bank by Half-yearly  

instalments spread over a period o f  seven years, with interest on said sum at one ha lf  per 

cent, under the Ir ish  Banks’ Rate r is ing  and fa l l in g  therewith from time to time, but at no 

time to be less than £4. per cent, per annum, said Loan to be secured by a Mortgage over the 

rates available for that purpose.

"And that tne Seal o f  the Council be affixed to said Mortgage. "

Witn reference to minutes o f  proceedings o f  Special Meeting o f  the Cbuncil held on the 17th 

ultimo, a letter under date o f  the 30th June, 1932, No. 45936, was read expressing the 

approval o f  the Minister fbr Local uovemment and Public Health to the sale o f  the eight 

houses at St. Ita ' s Terrace, H il l  Street, on the terms then agreed upon, namely:- 

"Seven o f  the houses to be sold fbr £363 each with a deposit o f  £25, and the balance payable 

in 35 years at 5 ^  with the usual additions fbr insurance and rent collection.

"One house at £413 with a deposit o f  £25 and the balance payable in 35 years at on

similar conditions.

At the end o f  the 35 year period the houses w il l  be subjeot to an annual ground rent o f  10/-

per hou se. "

I t  was reported  that in  response to advertisements in the local Newspapers, nineteen 

a p p l ic a t io n s  had been received from persons who were w illing  to purchase on these terms.

One o f  the applicants was Mr. Daly, the Borough Surveyor, and the Housing Committee had 

recommended that his application should be acceded to, and this recommendation was unanim­

ously adopted by tne present meeting.

The applications o f  the remaining eighteen vrould-be purchasers were then read, and on the

nation o f  Alderman Connolly, seconded by Councillor Clancy, , i t  was decided that a l i s t  o f

those persons be prepared and furnished in ballot fbrm to each member o f  the Council, so that 

they could mark thereon their choice for the seven houses; the papers so marked to be 

returned for scrutiny to the finance & Vbrks Committee on the 11th instant.
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h o s p it a l  were s i tu a te d  i n  Enniscorthy.

v* ciy^v y  ^
// „  3 ?

4th J u ly ,  1932.

A Statutory meeting o f  the Council was held this day at the Town Clerk’ s Office, at h a lf -pas t  

seven o’ clock p. ra.

The members present were:-

Hichard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: James B illington , Thomas Hayes, Richard Gibson, Thomas Rossiter, Nicholas Connolly.

Councillors: John Walsh, James Gaul, Garrett Donohoe, Thomas Buckland, James Murphy, Myles

Bergin, Thomas Walsh, Patrick Clancy, M ll iam  J. Power, James Crosbie, John J. 

O’ Leary, John Atkins, James McMahon, Edward Bolger, Michael Martin.

The Minutes o f  meetings o f  the 6th and 17th June*last were taken as having been read, and were 

accordingly signed.

L ia b i l i t ie s  which had accrued due up to the end o f  la s t  month, amounting, in  the aggregate, to 

£3,086 -  14 -  4, were submitted, and having been exajnined were approved, and an Advice note was 

signed to enable them to be discharged.

Among them was one from Messrs* Healy & Collins  for supplying Robes and Hats fbr the raerabers, and 

flags for the decoration o f  the Town H all in  connection with the Eu chari sti c Congress.

The cost o f  these a rt ic le s  came to £80 -  1 -  5, and the Town Clerk, in accordance with the 

requirements o f  Section 6l  o f  the Local Government Act, 1925, pointed out that this was not a 

legal charge on the Corporation FUnds, and that in  a l l  probability  i t  would be surcharged by the 

Auditor, but nevertheless the meeting unanimously decided that the amount should be paid.

In connection with the various works now being proceeded with by the Council on the direct labour 

system, several members expressed d issatis faction  with the present method o f  employing the men 

needed fbr laying watermains and steam-rolling streets, and suggested that the necessary casual 

labour should, without exception, be taken on in  batches, and each batch engaged fbr a period o f  

four consecutive weeks only, so that the work could be distributed among as many o f  the unemployed 

in the town as possib le .

O b jec t io n  was e s p e c i a l l y  made to one o f  the regular Corporation employees, who was in receipt o f  a 

f ix e d  weekly  wage, be in g  employed after h is  working hours at the laying o f tne watermains, w:;ereby 

he secured  e x t ra  rem uneration , and as well, strong objection was taken to the employment o f  two 

o f  th e  c a su a l  la b o u r e r s  who were kept on fbr a nti ch lo n ge r  period than were others hired at the

same time.

The Surveyor explained that the three men referred to were most usefUl at the particu lar jobs at 

which they were put, and as the matter o f the employment o f  labour was a rea ir r in g  subject, 

advised that the entire work o f  completing the laying o 1 th e watermains should be done by contract, 

but th is  suggestion was not favourably recei ed.
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2nd August, 1932.

A Special Meeting o f  the Council was held this day, pursuant to the Mayor's requisition, at 

the Town Clerk's Office, at half-past seven o'clock p. ra.

The members present were:-

Ki chard Corish, Esq., Mayor ( in  the Chair).

Aldermen:- James Billington, Nicholas Connolly.

Councillors:- Patrick Clancy, John Walsh, Thomas Buckland, Myles Bergin, Thomas Walsh,

James McMahon, John J. O'Leary, James Murphy, John Atkins, Edward Bolger,

James Crosbie, Garrett Donohoe} V i l l i  am J. Power, Michael Martin.

The minutes o f  meetings o f  4th and 18th July last  were read and signed.

L iab i l i t ie s  which had accrued die up to the end o f  last month, amounting, in the aggregate , 

to £2,077 -  17 ~ 5, were submitted, and having been examined were approved, and an Advice

Note was signed to enable them to be discharged.

The Mayor referred sympathetically to the unexpected demise on 31st ultirro, o f  Dr. Sinnott 

Vincent O'Connor, Medical Officer o f  Crossabeg Dispensary District, who had practised a l l  

his lifetime in Wexford Tom, and was noted fbr his deep sympathy with the poor and needy. 

He, tne Mayor, iroved that an expression o f  regret at the sad event be forwarded on behalf

o f  the Council to tne re lic t  o f  the deceased gentleman.

The motion was seconded by Councillor McMahon, supported by a l l  the members present, and

was passed in silence.

Alderman Connolly iroved that a vote o f  condolence be conveyed to Councillor Ross, whose

wife had passed to her Eternal Reward since la s t  meeting.

The late Mrs. Bo ss belonged to a very o ld  and respected Wexfbrd family and her death was

regretted by her numerous friends in the town.

Councillor Bergin seconded the motion with mu ch regret.

It  was supported by a l l  the members, most o f  whom had enjoyed the friendship o f  the late

Mrs. Boss, and was also adopted in respectful silence.

Councillor Boss now joined the meeting.

A recommendation from the Housing Committee was submitted.

Tt had reference to decision come to on 17th May la st  to erect 40 four-room two-storey 

nouses on Whitemill Poad, and le t  them at 4/- a week each, but in view o f  the improved 

financial terms about to be made available under fresh Housing Legislation, the Committee

fe lt tnat trie Scheme needed amendment.

Tt was explained that i t  would now be possible to provide two-storey three-room houses for 

slum dwellers wni ch oould be le t  at rents o f  3A  a week each without undily harrassing the 

Ratepayers, and as the rents wiii ch the present occupiers o f  slum property in Dodd's Lane 

were paying ranged frora l/ -  to 1/7 a week, the additional sura whi ch they would have to meet 

when removed to the new dwellings wjuld be moderate, and this was a side o f  the Housing 

Problem wiii ch could not be overlooked when dealing with the class intended to be catered 

for at Whitemill.

Rirtnernfcre, the same sleeping accomraodation would be available in a three-room as in a 

four-room dwelling, as i t  was certain that i f  the la tter type were bu ilt ,  one o f  the rooms

would be used as a parlour, and not as a bedroom.
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A circu lar le tte r  from the Department o f  Local Government and Public Health dated 7th
8 9

June, 1932,

was read.

I t  drew a t ten t ion  to the marked increase in  m orta lity  from Diarrhoea and Enteritis amongst children 

under two years o f  age which in va r iab ly  occurred at th is  period o f  the year, and set out measures

to be taken fo r  the prevention o f  such diseases.

As th is  was a very important matter, the circular was referred to the Maternity and Child Welfare 

Committee w ith  a request that they should take steps to have suitable warning and instruction

given to the mothers o f  young children so as to check as far as possible an outbreak o f

Diarrhoeal Diseases.

A Special Meeting o f  the Council was held th is  day, pursuant to the Mayor1 s requisition, at 

the Town Clerk1 s O ffice at h a l f  past seven o ’ clock p. m., to execute a Deed o f  ifortgage to 

secure re-payment to the National Bank within a period o f  seven years, o f  a sum o f  £1^ 5. 

borrowed to enable four o f  the streets in  the town to be stean>-rolled.

The members present were:-

Ri chard Corish, Esq., Mayor ( in  the chair)

Alnermen:- James B il lington  and Nicholas Connolly#

Councillors:- John Walsh, Myles Bergin, Thomas Buckland, Garrett Donohoe, James McMahon, 

Thomas Walsh, Patrick Clancy, John Atkins, James Crosbie, and James Ivhrphy.

The Mortgage above re ferred  to, which had been prepared by the Solic itor to the Bank, was 

produced. I t  set out the terms on whi ch the Loan was to be repaid, as already agreed upon, 

and so, on the motion o f  Councillor Thomas Walsh, seconded by Alderman Billington, i t  was 

RESOLVED:- That the Seal o f  the Corporation be a f f ixed  to the Deed o f  Mortgage now submitted,  

and attested by the signatures o f  the Mayor and the Town Clerk.

The Deed was thereupon duly sealed and signed, ad the meeting arose.

—>

13th July, 1932.
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explain the exact meaning o f  the report.

Alderman B il l in g ton , wno on 4th ultimo, intimated that he intended to move at present meeting 

that certain work should in future be carried out by contract instead o f  by direct labour, now 

asked permission to alter the terms o f  the motion so that i t  would embrace a l l  structural work 

to be undertaken, but as th is  consi derabiy widened the scope o f  hi s original proposal, i t  was 

decided to adjourn i t s  consideration until next Statutory Meeting, so that a l l  the members 

could have timely notice  o f  i t .

The e lec t ion  o f  a member to serve as a Harbour Commissioner for one year was proceeded with.

Tt was reported that two nominations had been received, and that as required by the Wexfbrd 

Harbour Act, IS74 , these had been handed to the Secretary o f  the Commissioners forty-eight

nours previous to the present meeting.

The two members nominated were the present representative, CouncL l lo r  Jaraes Gaul, and

Councillor James McMahon.

Thereupon Councillor Ross proposed that Councillor Gaul be e lec ted  to serve on the Harbour

Board for one year.

Councillor Crosbie seconded th is  proposal.

Councillor O’ Leary moved that Councillor McMahon be e lec ted , and Councillor Bergin seconded the

pro po si t ion .

A P o l l  was taken as between the two candidates, when there  voted

Councillor Gaul. Councillors Ross, Martin, Power, Crosbie, T. Walsh, Alderman

B il l in g ton ,  and the M ayo r ---------------------------------------------------  7

i<br Councillor McMahon. Councillors Lonohoe, Bolger, Atkins, Murphy, O’Leary, Bergin,

Buckland, J. Walsh, Clancy, and Alderman' Connolly.--------------- 10

Councillor McMahon did not vote.

Tne Mayor tnereupon declared Councillor McMaton elected, and that gentleman returned thanks

for the confidence reposed in  him by the Council.

An in v i ta t io n  was received from the Secretaries  o f  the Association o f  Ifonicipal Authorities 

for the Council to be represented at the Annual Conference which was to be held in Drogheda on

13th and 14th September next.

Councillor Bucxland proposed that Alderman B il l in g to n  be selected as a Delegate, and Councillor 

O'Leary seconded the proposal, while Alderman Connolly proposed, and Councillor Crosbie 

seconded a motion to the e f fe c t  that Councillor Ross and Councillor Thomas Walsh be sent as

Del egates.

At Alderman B ill in g ton ' s request his name was withdrawn, and so Councillors Ross and Walsh 

were unanimously selected, and i t  was further agreed, in accordance with the requirements o f  

the Local Jonferences Order, 1923, that i f  either o f  these gentlemen happened to be elected on 

the Executive Committee o f  the Association, he be authorized to attend not more than two

meetings o f  th is  Committee in the ensuing year.

The Report o f  the Borough Analyst relating to the articles o f  fbod examined by him during the

Quarter ended on 30tn June last, was read.

Tnis showed that he had analysed fbur samples o f  milk, two o f  butter, and one each o f  margarine

and cheese, end had found them a l l  genuine.
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The Committee had carefully  examined the financial side o f  the amended Scheme, which was now 

explained in  deta il to the present meeting. i t  was found that taking the oost o f  erection o f  a 

three-room house , together with the cost o f  the site, at £250, i t  would require an annuity o f  

£16 — 1 — 4 Ibr 35 years (the^ term o f  the Loan) to repay th is  amount* As well, depreciation,

rates, insurance, and co llecto r 's  commission would need to he provided for, so that the tota l yearly  

charge per house would amount to £22 -  o _ 6.

The Government were prepared to pay two-thirds o f  the Loan Charges, i# e . , £11 — 2 -  2, as the

houses were intended for displaced slum dwellers. These la t te r  would pay a rent o f  3/- per week
I ' 9 j

per house, namely, £7 -  16 -  0 , leaving the balance o f  tne tota l annual charges o f  £22 - 9 - 6  per

house to he met by the Corporation.

The sum to be so met would be £3 -  1l -  4, as against an annual contribution o f  £4 under the 

present Housing Acts.

The Committee therefore strongly recommended that the existing Scheme he amended, so that instead 

o f forty four-room two-storey houses, there would be provided 34 three-room tvro-storey, and only 

six four-room two-storey houses; the 34 to be reserved for displaced slum dwellers, and le t  to 

them at rents o f  3/- per week.

The present meeting were in  fu l l  accord with the views o f  the Housing Committee, as tney recognized
I

that moderate rents for slum dwellers were imperative i f  the slum problem was to be successfully  

jrappled with, and therefore the following resolution was unanimou sly adopted, as proposed by 

Councillor Bergin and seconded by Alderman Connolly.

That the recommendation o f  the Housing Committee be and i s  hereby adopted, that the 34 

three-room houses be bu i lt  in  accordance with Government Housing Plan No. 4 o f  February,

1931» and that the Minister for Local Government and Public Health be requested to he so 

good as to assent to th is  change in  the Scheme o f  17th May la s t ,  which received his  

approval on 6th July, 1932, by le t t e r  numbered 45593- 

With reference to minutes o f  6th June la s t ,  when reports on the Coolree and John Street water 

supplies were read, there were^ow submitted the resu lts  o f  the bacteriological examination o f

these two sources o f  supply, and a deputation o f  the residents o f  John Street, who keenly resented i
\i

the cu tt ing -o ff  o f  the John Street water, attended to hear them read.

From the reports i t  was gathered that the sample taken from the Coolree Reservoir was very 

satisfactory, but that the germ content in the sample from the John Street Reservoir;
i

apart altogether from the evidence o f  pollution, was far too high, and proved that the water was 

entirely u n f it  for human use.
)i

In a covering le t te r ,  Dr. Bastible , O-unty Medical O ff icer  o f  Health, explained as regarded the 

latter sample, that several hundreds o f  colonies o f  organisms had been found in  one cubi'c centimetre 

o f the water. This was a very high count and was an index to the very la rge  amount o f  organic 

matter in  the sample, and was such as would cause i r r i t a t io n  o f  the in test ina l tracts. Furthermore, 

there was evidence o f  the presence o f  bacteria foreign to good water, while there were distinct  

traces o f  B ac il lu s  co li ,  a type o f  organism which caused typhoid and typhus fevers.

As the rep o rt  o f  the Bacterio logist was of a technical nature, and the deputation did not appear 

to be s a t i s f i e d  th a t  the water could not again be used  i f  the Reservoir was cleaned out and covered 

over, i t  was agreed th a t  the matter should he adjourned, and discussed by the Finance & Vvbrks 

Committee to he held  on 6 th  in s t a n t ,  and that Dr. iiastibie should be requested to attend and

9 0 «
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On tne motion o f  Councillor Thomas Walsh, seoonded by Alderman Connolly, a Resolution 

received from the Letterkenny Urban Cbuncil asking that Legislation should be introduced by 

tlie Government to authorize Urban Authorities to be directly represaited on County Councils, 

was unanimously adopted, with an addendum that Urban Authorities should also have direct

represaltation on County Boards o f  Health,

Cbuncillor Murphy asked for and was granted permission to introdice a resolution o f  confidence 

in the Government, and appreciation o f  the support given them by the Labour Party, and 

pledging the Council’ s support in any steps the Government might think well o f  taking to

defend the National Interests.

Some o f  the members objected to the Resolution in toto, while others objected to i t s  phrasing. 

Eventually i t  was amended to read as follows, and i t s  adoption was moved by Councillor Murphy,

and seconded by Councillor Atlins, viz.

"That we, the Wexfbrd Corporation, pledge our confidence in the Government in  

their effort to relieve the Country o f  i t s  crushing financial burden.

"And that we fo lly  appreciate the support given by the Labour Party."

A Po ll was taken on the amended Resolution, when there voted

Fbr Councillors Martin, Crosbie, Bolger, Atkins, Murphy, Clancy, T. Walsh,

J. Walsh, Alderman Connolly, and the M ayor.-------------------------------------------  10

Against Councillors Ross, Power, O’ Leary, McMahon, Bergin, ftickland, and

Alderman Billington -------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 7

I t  was accordingly declared carried.

Councillor lonohoe had le f t  the meeting before the Resolution was put.

r t f } }

29th August, 19352.

A Quarterly Meeting o f  the Council was held this day at the Town Hall, at twelve o’ clock 

noon in accordance with the requirements o f  the Local Elections and Meetings (Postponement)

Act, 1931.

The Members in attendance were:- 

Ri chard Corish, Esq., Mayor.

Aldermen: Nicholas Connolly, Richard Gibson, Thomas Hayes, and Thomas Rossiter.

Councillors: James Crosbie, Michael Martin, Cyril Ross, Thomas Walsh, John Walsh,

\Ulliam J. Power, Thomas Buckland, Garrett Donohoe, James Murphy, Myles 

Bergin, and John J. O’Leary.

The Minutes o f  meeting o f  the 2nd instant were read and signed, whereupon Councillor Ross 

returned heartfelt thanks for the vote o f  sympathy then tendered to him on the death o f  

hi s wi fe.

The election o f  a Mayor was proceeded with, Alderman Connolly, as senior Alderman o f  the

Borough, acting as Chairman during the election.

Councillor Martin, in a fe licitous speech, proposed:©: Wexford Borough Council



The Secretary ot the County Council, under date o f  26th ultimo, intimated tnat owing to the defectiv< I 

condition o f the abutment o f  Perrycarrig Bridge, with the consequent Jamming o f  the bascule opening 

very extensive alterations vould need to be carried out*

The estimated cost o f  the work was £5,000, but i f  the opening span were altered to a fixed one, a 

consirerable saving could be effected, and so the County Council had appointed a Committee to go 

thoroughly into the matter, along with representatives o f  other Public Bodies, and the Corporate n 

were asked to send a member to meet the Committee.

On the motion o f  Alderman Connolly, seconded by Councillor Ross, i t  was unanimou sly decided to 

appoint Councillor Thomas Walsh as the nominee o f  the Corporation, and he was directed to re -iterate  j|j 

their considered opinion, given to the Minister fbr Industry and Commerce in November le st ,  that i t  

would be against the best interests  o f  Wexfbrd as a seaport town, to close the draw-bridge at 

perry car r ig .  •

A letter from the Hoads Department o f  the Ministry o f  Local Government and Public Health, dated 

29th July, 1932 was read.

This intimated that the Minister was prepared to make a Grant not exceeding £3,000 towards the cost 

o f improving certain o f  the streets o f  the town, so as to re lieve unemployment, but that the 

Borough Surveyor's estimate o f  the cost o f  concrete, v i z . : -  10/- per square yard, should be capable 

of reduction to 6/- or 7/“ > so that the Grant ought to be adequate to oomplete a l l  the work set out 

in the l i s t  already submitted to the Minister.

The coranunication added that befbre the money would be availab le , i t  would be necessary tar the

* Surveyor to furnish fu l l  particu lars  o f  the materials in  the aggregate, as well as details  of" the 

mixture, depth o f  slab, and nature and extent o f  any re-inforcement to be used.

prom a statement submitted by the Purveyor, i t  appeared that i t  wsuld be impossible to carry out 

a l l  the concreting, &c., fbr the £3»000, but that i f  the Minister could see his way to agree to 

Roche's Hoad and Pa.ne ll Street being treated with tar macadam and unaphalt -  these being t w  very 

wide thoroughfares -  the Grant would be adequate, but i f  not, the Council themselves w u ld  have 

to provide no le ss  than £923 to complete the work.

The meeting gave this matter iaich consideration. I t  was seen that in  order to renew the sewers and 

watermains in some o f  the streets to be re-surfaced, i t  would be necessary to raise a Loan o f  £1,7891 

and this being the case, i t  was considered that i t  would be too mu ch to expect the Ratepayers to 

find a further £923, and therefore, on the motion o f  Councillor Ross, seconded by Councillor T.

Walsh, i t  was resolved:- That the Minister for Local Government and Public Health be requested

to consent to tar macadam being substituted for concrete in both Roche's Road and Parnell Street, 

in which case the Grant o f  £3,000 w i l l  enable the entire work already submitted, withrthe alteratioi. 

now suggested, to be carried out in  i t s  entirety, and that a sura o f  £1,359 be borrowed from the 

Commi sioners o f  Public Vibrks, so that the sewers and waterraains in  some o f  the streets intended 

to be dealt with, may be renewed.

The surveyor was also directed to fomish a l l  the information asked for in  the Comnunicatio n.

A Resolution from the Tralee Urban Council, advocating the grant by the State o f  pensions to a l l  

employees o f  County and Urban Councils, was referred to the forthcoming Cbnference o f  the 

Association 0 f  Muni cipal Authorities, on the motion o f  Alderman Connolly, seconded by Councillor
%
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T-e following were constituted a Housing Committee on the motion o f  Councillor Thomas Walsh, 

seconded by Alderman Hayes, v iz . : -  The Mayor, Aldermen Connolly, Rossiter, Billington, Hayes,

Councillors Atkins, Bucklond, T. Walsh, Crosbie, Martin, McMahon, Clancy.

A ..laternity and Child Welfare Committee was formed o f  the following, on the motion o f  Councillor

T. Walsh, seconded by Councillor Bergin;-

Councillors Ross, Crosbie, McMahon, Thomas Walsh, Gaul, and Mrs. Dowse, Mrs. Hadden, Mrs. Kelly,

.rs, McGuire, Mi ss Alice Kirlong, and Miss Ellen Kavanagh.

lit was agreed that the School Meals Committee would comprise the following;-

Alderman Connolly, Councillors Crosbie, T. Walsh, Gaul, Bergin, O’ Leary, McMahon, with Mrs.

..IcTarainey and l.iiss Alice Pennell.

5th September, 1932.

A Statutory Meeting o f  the Council was held this day at the Town Clerk’ s Office, at ha lf-
i

past seven o’ clock p. m.

The members present were:-

Pichard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: Richard Gibson, Nicholas Connolly, Thomas Hayes and Thomas Rossiter.

Councillors: John Walsh, Garrett Lonohoe, Cyril Ross, Thomas Buckland, John J. O’ Leary,

James -viurphy, Myles Bergin, Thomas Walsh, Patrick Clancy, James McMahon, 

Michael Martin, Edward Bolger, James Crosbie, and John Atkins.

The minutes o f  meeting o f  the 29th ultimo were read and signed.

A letter was read from Mrs. Mary J. O’ Connor, o f  West Gate, expressing gratitude for the

sympathy which the Council extended to her on the death o f  her husband, the late Dr. S. V.

0’ Connor.

i tn  reference to minutes o f  meeting o f  30th May la st ,  when the question o f agreeing to 

revised terms for the repayment o f  a Loan o f  £1,500 borrowed for the erection o f  working 

class houses was deferred, a further le tter on this matter from the Commissioners o f  Public

’■'forks under date o f 30th August, 1932, was read.

This was to the effect that the Minister for WLnance had now agreed to the Loan being 

repaid witnin a period o f  thirty-seven years by the Annuity instead o f  by the Instalment 

System, and so a resolution agreeing to the revised terms should be adopted for attachment

to the existing Mortgage Deed.

As tnis was the method by which the Corporation wished to repay the £1,500, the following 

resolution was unanimously adopted, as proposed by the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Ross:

"That tne following terras relating to repayment o f  Loan o f  £1,500 borrowed for the 

erection o f  six vrorking class dwellings on Davitt Road, North, be accepted,in 

lieu o f  tno se embodied in Mortgage Deed o f  13th April, 1932, v iz . : -

(1) That tne Loan w ill  be repayable on the Annuity System.
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"That Alderman Richard Gorish be re-elected Mayor o f  Wexford unti l Qjarterly Meeting to 

be held between 23rd June and 1st July, 1933, and until  M s  successor has been elected 

and lias maoe a Declaration accepting the Office. "

Tills motion was «? conded by Councillor John Walsh, who took pride in  the fact that fbr the last  

twelve consecutive years i t  had been his priv ilege to support a resolution in similar terms.

It  was supported by Councillors Ross and O’ Leary, both o f  whom referred to the energy displayed by 

Alderman Corish on every possible occasion to advance the interests o f  Wexford.

On being put to the meeting, i t  was carri ed unanimou sly, and Alderman Cbrish was thereupon declared 

r e -e le c ted .  He made a Declaration o f  Accept‘tfice o f  O ffice, and took the Chair, which was vacated 

by Alderman Connolly.

In returning thanks for h is  continuous election as Mayor o f  hi s native town since the year 1920, 

Alderman Corish took occasion to reca ll the many improvements effected throughout the Borough since 

that time, including the additional housing accommodation provided t  r the working classes at 

moderate rents, a l l  o f  which had been carried out with the w il l ing  co-operation o f  every member o f  

the Council.

flnce the commencement o f  the current year no le ss  than 18S o f  the unemployed had been given work 

for agreed-on periods on the various schemes in it ia ted ,  the wages paid being over £200 a week, and 

in the near ftiture additional men would be needed when work would be commenced on the resurfacing  

o f certain o f  the streets for which a Grant o f  £3,000 had been allocated by th e Minister fbr Local 

Government and Public Health, and ftirthermore, a to ta l expenditure o f  £23,895 was contemplated over 

and above the ordinary services carried out by the Council.

As to the provision o f  houses on the Whitemill Road s ite , the delay in commencing building operations 

was due to an alteration in  the method o f  repaying the requisite  Loan, which was now to be met by 

yearly instalments o f  principal and in te rest ,  instead o f  by annuity as stated by the Minister in  

An Dail.

By this System i t  vould not be possib le to le t  the houses at rents o f  three sh illings  a week as 

promised without requiring the ratepayers to bear a greatly  increased annual contribution, and 

this the Council were unw illing to ask them to do.

The Commissioners o f  Public Tforks were being pressed to revert to the annuity method o f  repayment, 

but until  this most important matter was sa t is fac to r i ly  settled the erection o f  the houses would 

not be proceeded with.

The Mayor »..lso stated that the financial position o f  the Council was sound; that flill provision  

had been made fbr a l l  expenditure to be incurred diring the year; and fin a lly  expressed appreciation 

fbr the zeal with which the O fficers , without exception, were carrying out their various duties.

The fixing o f  days and hours on which three Quarterly Meetings o f  the Council would be held previous 

to the 23rd June next was then proceeded with, and on the motion o f  Alderman Connolly, seconded by 

Councillor Ross, i t  was decided to f ix  such meetings fbr Monday, 7th November next, at 7-30 p. m.;

Lion day, 6th February, 1933, at 7-30 p. m.; and Monday, 1st May, 1933, at 7-30 p. m.

On the Motion oF Councillor Ross, seconded by Councillor 0’Leary, i t  was decided that the Finance 

n*nd Vforks, the Waterworks, the Old Age Pensions, and the Public Health Committees would be composed 

o f  the entire members o f  the Council, the la t te r  Committee to be empowered to deal with a l l  sanitai*' 

matters aris ing within the Borough, in pursuance o f  Section 5 o f  the Public Health (Ire land ) Act,

1378.

92

©: Wexford Borough Council



Noti 1l  cation was received o f  a casual vacancy in the Office o f  Councillor in St. Selskar 

Ward caused by the death o f  the late Willi am Goodison, and tne seat was thereupon declared 

vacant, and on the motion o f  Councillor e'Leary, seconded by Councillor McMahon, i t  was 

decided to have such vacancy f i l le d  by the co-option o f  a qualified person on Monday, the

19tn instant.

A letter from the Department o f  Local Government and Public Health under date o f  the 2nd 

instant (RRJA3) was read intimating that the Minister had approved o f  the Scheme submitted 

lor tne expenditure  ̂f  £3,000 allocated from the Re lie f o f  Unemployment Grant to Wexfl>rd 

Town, ann that a l l  the labour required in connection with the work should be recruited

through tne local Employment Exchange. -f}

cn satisfaction was expressed at the prospect o f  a number o f  the unemployed being put to 

work in tne course o f  the next few days on the labour outlined in the Scheme.

Councillor Clancy drew attention to the fact that flue linings were being raanu factured in  

Enni sco rtiiy, and pressed to have them used in  the houses being erected by the Council so as 

to encourage a local industry, but i t  was explained that after test they had been found 

unsuitable as they did not stand moderate heat, but the meeting unanimously agreed that i f  

and -when they were turned out in such a manner as would satisfy  the requirements o f  the Town 

Surveyor, they were to be substituted in future Housing Schemes for the linings being used 

at present.

A deputation o f  Ibur o f  the unemployed in the town appeared before the meeting with the 

object o f  bringing the case o f  those in receipt o f  Home Assistance under notice in the hope 

that they might secure some o f  the work for which the R e lie f  Grant o f  £3,000 had been given. 

Mr. John Kinsella, o f  Dodd’ s Lane, who acted as spokesman, asserted that most o f  those in  

receipt o f  Home Assistance, although unemployed for from two to seven years, had never been 

engaged on any o f  the various works carried out by the Council, although they were well 

suited for manual labour, and some had large families dependent on them, and the deputation 

trusted that these latter men, who numbered f i f t y ,  would now receive favourable consideration 

The Mayor pointed out that no less  than 18S men had secured employment since the beginning 

o f  tne year, while even at the moment an extra twelve men had been put to work, and that 

recently tne Council had decided to dispense with the services o f  a l l  men who were in 

receipt o f  service pensions above a certain amount, so tha. others not so favourably 

circumstanced could take their places.

He promised to go into the merits o f  each individual case submitted to him with the object 

o f  iinclng tnem work as the opportunity offered, married men with families to have priorty, 

and tne deputation, wno stated tnat tnosp who accompanied them in  procession to the Town

Hall, were not making a demon strati on/against the Government or the Corporation, but merely 

wished to draw attention to their plight, thanked the meeting for the hearing which had been

given tnem and withdrew.

ei ther
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"(2) That the period fbr tne repayment o f  the Loan w i l l  be th irty - five years with

interest for the time being at 5j per cent, per annum, repayment period to be

reckoned from a date two years subsequent to the date o f  the Mortgage.

(3 ) That the sums repayable for the f i r s t  two years o f  the Loan w i l l  consist o f

interest charges only at 5? per cent. Thereafter the Loan w i l l  be repayable by

a ha lf-yearly  instalment o f  £3 -  6 - 8  per one hundred pounds over a period o f  

th ir ty - f iv e  y ea rs .”

Regarding proposed alteration in Scheme for the erection o f  forty houses on Whitemill Hoad, made 

on 2nd ultimo, a le t te r  from the Department o f  Local Government and Public Health numbered 60630 

was read, wherein the Minister approved o f  the amended Scheme, and in thL s connection a comiamic- 

ation dated 2nd instant was read from the O ffice o f  Public VJbrks intimating that the Loan to enable 

the houses to be erected would be repayable on the Annuity System within a period o f  t h i r t y - five  

years, with interest for the time being at per cent., and that the th ir ty - f iv e  years o f  the 

repayment period was to be reckoned from a date two years subsequent to the date o f  the Mortgage -  

interest only to be charged in  tne meantime -  which made the repayment period th i r t y -seven years.

It  was seen that these terras were embodied in  the Draft Mortgage which accompanied the Go mnuni cation 

and so i t  was approved and ordered to be returned to the O ffice o f  Public VJbrks to be engrossed for 

execution, as was a Draft o f  Mortgage fbr Loan o f  £800 for erection o f  two houses on Davitt Poad, 

North, the terras o f  repayment being exactly sim ilar.

There was submitted a copy o f  the Housing (F inancia l and Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1932, 

which became Law on 3rd August la s t ,  together with a le t te r  explanatory o f  the various Sections o f  

the Act, but as a l l  the members had already been made aware o f  the soope o f  the Statute, i t  was 

not oeeraed necessary to have the le t te r  read.

I t  was reported that recently an o f fe r  had been made by Messrs. MacDonagh & Boland, insu r^in^e 

Brokers, o f  Dublin, to insure a l l  the Council’ s houses for a premium o f  eightpence per cent, per 

annum, or at sixpence per cent, i f  a five years contract were given, and as the premium oeing pai^  

to the I r ish  Public Bodies Insurances Ltd. was at the rate o f  l/3 per cent, per annum, the la tte r  

Company, on their attention being called to th is  great difference, agreed to allow a rebate o f  

twenty-five per cent, on their premiums i f  the po lic ies  were kept in  existence fo?> a continuous 

period o f  five years from next renewal date. (

This o ffe r  would reduce the annual payment on these po lic ies  to £30 -  2 -  5, whereas i f  the o f fe r  

o f  Messrs. MacDonagh & Boland were accepted, the same risks would be covered for a sura o f  £16-3-6 

a year.

The Finance Committee had had the matter before them and referred i t  to the present meeting, and as 

the difference between the two amounts was considerable, i t  was now agreed, on the motion o f  

Councillor Thomas Walsh, seconded by Councillor Atkins, to postpone the matter u n t i l  next meeting, 

and in the meantime to ascertain from Messrs. MacLonagh & Boland fo i l  particu lars  o f  the Company 

for .vhich they were acting, including i t s  financial s tab i l ity ,  and the Country in  which i t  i s  

incorporated.

A3 Alderman B illington was not present to raove the raotion standing in  h is  name whereby a l l  work in  

future snould be done by contract instead o f  by direct labour, i t  was decided to adjourn i t s  

consideration t i l l  next Statutory Meeting for his attendance.
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Tnat Our Corporate Seal be affixed to the Deed o f  .Mortgage o f  tnis date now read, whereby 

security i s  given to the Commissioners o f  Public VJbrks in Ireland fbr the repayment o f  the

aim o f  Fight Hundred Pounds proposed to be advanced by them to us under the iiou sing o f  the

forking Classes Acts.

The -ortgage Deed was thereupon dily sealed and signed, and tne following further Resolution 

was then adopted as proposed by Alderman Rossiter, and seconded by Councillor Crosbie:-

*T..at inasmuch as this Corporation does not immediately require from the Cbmmi ssioner s 

o f  Public Yforks in Ireland the total amount o f  the sum raaitioned in the Deed o f

Mortgage to them this day executed by tnis Corporation, but prefer to receive the sane

by instalments as occasion may require, i t  i s  resolved that the req iis it ion  for each 

advance shall be intimated to said Commissioners by the Chairman o f  tni s Cbrpo ration 

for time being, counter si ̂ led by the Town Clerk.

p And tnat each such requisition shall be forwarded to the Acoountant o f  the said

Commissioners, and that a l l  such advances shall be lodged to our Account in the Wexfbrd 

Brancn o f  tne National Bank.”

The question o f  f i l l in g  the casual vacancy in the Office o f  Cbuncillor for St. Selskar Ward 

was next taken up, but on the motion o f  Councillor T. Walsh, seconded by Alderman Connolly,

i t  was unanimou sly agreed to defer action in the matter sine die.

This concluded the business fbr wiii ch the meeting had been convened.

/ & . /&■__ >
-----

3rd October, 1932.

A Statutory Meeting o f  the Council was held this day at the Town Clerk’ s Office, at half-past

seven o'clock p. ra.

The members present were:-

Ricnard Corish, Esq., ilayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: Thomas Hayes, Jaraes Billington, Thomas Rossiter, and Nicholas Connolly.

Councillors: John Walsh, James Crosbie, Garrett Donohoe, Thomas Buckland, John J. 0 Leary,

Jaraes Iwurphy, Myles Bergin, James Mcuahon, Patrick Clancy, Cyril Posj,

Michael Martin, Tllliam J. Power, Thomas Walsh, John Atkins, and Edward Bolger.

| L ia b i l i t ie s  wnich had accrued die up to the end o f  last  month, amounting, in the aggregate, to

1 £2,875 : 1 : 8 , were submitted, and having been examined were approved, and an Advice Note was 

signea to enable them to be discharged.

I Included in tnem was an item o f  £50 for the purchase o f  a second-hand concrete mixer, which

j the Finance & Vforks Committee, on 5th ultimo, decioed to acquire at as cheap a price as

possible.

Tne Surveyor reported that the Vendor, Mr. George O’ Connor, refosed to accept a lesser sum 

 ̂ than £50 for the machine, aid as i t  was urgently needed, and was undoubtedly a bargain, the

1 m eeting  unanimou sly agreed to complete the purchase.

f A Paying Order for £600 was also issued to augment the Petty Cash in ^he hands o f  the Town

f Clerk to enable him to pay the wtekly wages o f  the raen engaged at the erection, on the White-

| mill T3o ad, o f  forty workmen’ s houses.
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19th September, 1932.

A special Meeting o f  the Council was held tnis day (pursuant to the Mayor's requisition) at the 

Town c le rk 's  O ffice, et half-past seven o'clock p. m., to execute two Deeds o f  Mortgage, one 

relating to Loan o f  £12,300 borrowed from the Commissioners o f  Public Vbrks fbr the erection o f  

forty houses on the Whitemill Poad, and the other to Loan o f  iSOO borrowed from tne same source 

fbr the erection o f  two good-class houses on Lavitt Hoad, North; and to f i l l  by means 0 <£ the 

choice o f  the Council, as provided by the Local Elections and Meetings (postponement) Act, 1931, 

the vacancy in  the O ffice o f  Councillor in St. Selskar Ward caused by the death o f  the late
%•

William Goodison.

The members in attendance were:-

Pichard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: James B illington, Thomas Hayes, Thomas Possiter, Nicholas Connolly, and

Richard Gibson.

Councillors: James McMahon, Patrick Clancy, Thomas Walsh, John Atkins, Garrett Lbnohoe,

Jaraes Crosbie, Edward Bolger, Myles Bergin, John v.ralsh, Cyril Po ss, Thomas

Buckland, James Murphy, and John J. O’Leary.

The Deed re la t ing  to Loan o f  £12,300 was f i r s t  submitted. I t  provided for the repayment o f  tne 

entire sum within a period o f  t ld r ty - f lv e  years a fte r  the expiration o f  two years from present 

date by ha lf-yea rly  instalments calculated at the rate o f  £3 -  5 - 8  per £100, and thereupon 

the following Resolution was unanimously adopted:- 

It was moved by Councillor Thomas Walsh, 

seconded by Alderman Connolly, and Resolved:

"That our Corporate Seal be a f f ixed  to the Deed o f  Mortgage o f  tnis dute now read, 

whereby security i s  given to the Commissioners o f  Public Vforks in Ireland for the 

repayment o f  the sura o f  Twelve Thou sand Three Hundred Pounds proposed to be 

advanced by them to us under the Housing o f  the Vforking Classes Acts.

The Deed o f  ^iortgage was then ctily sealed and signed.

The following Resolution was also unanimously adopted on the motion o f  Councillor Poss,

seconded by Alderman Possiter:

"That inasmuch as th is  Corporation does not immediately require from the Commissioners o f  

Public Vforks in Ire land  the total amount o f  the sum mentioned in the Deed o f  i^ortgage to

them this day executed by this Corporation, but prefer to receive the same by instalments 

as occasion may require, i t  i s  resolved that the requisition for each advance shall be 

intimated to said Commissioners by the Chairman o f  th is  Corporation for time , counter­

signed by the Town Clerk.

" And that each such requisition shall be forwarded to the Ac count an^j f  the said Commiss­

ioners and that a l l  such advances shall b e lodged to our Acoount in  tne Wexford Branch

o f  the National Bank. "

The Deed re la t ing  to Loan o f  £800 was next submitted. I t  was s< en that the terms o f  repayment 

were exactly similar to those embodied in tne Mortgage 1 eed o i  the £12,300 Loan, and so, on 

the motion o f  Councillor Atkins, seconded by Councillor Bolger, i t  was unanimou sly resolved:
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Alderman B illiagton intimated that he did riot intend to move the notion o f  which he had given 

notice whereby a l l  future work would be carried out by contract instead o f  by Direct labour, 

fleeing that the several projects to which he had intended i t  to apply were now being proceeded

with bj, tne latter method, and so the motion was, by consent, withdrawn.

Tn the absence o f  Councillor Bolger i t  was agreed to postpone t i l l  next Statutory Meeting 

Cbnsi deration o f resolution which he had intended to submit to limit the period o f  employment

o f  watchmen in the service o f  the Council*

A letter from the Borough Purveyor was read. This intimated that in consequence o f  the very 

large amount o f  work in progress and which would oontinue fbr some time to come, he needed the 

services o f  a lad to do clerical and o ff ice  work, and asked for such assistance to be given him. 

he following Committee were appointed to go carefully into this matter and report to the 

Council on an e rly  date, v iz . : -  The Mayor, Aldermen Billington, Rossiter, Hayes, and Connolly, 

with Councillors T. Walsh, Clancy, Buckland and O’Leary.

A letter from the Department o f Local Government and Public Health under date o f  the 14th 

September, 1932, No. 7140 6, was read. I t  was to the effect that the Minister had made an Order 

fixing at six per cent, per annum the rate o f  interest on advanoe s to be made by Local Author­

it ie s  under the Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts, but intimated that i f  money could be raised 

in the open market at a lesser rate than 5^ per cent, (the rate at which Loans could be borrowed 

from the Local Loans Rind for the purpose o f  the Acts) the Minister vrould be prepared to make

j an Order fixing a lesser rate o f  interest than six  per cent, on any advances such Local

f Authorities would make to persons who might take advantage o f  the fa c i l i t ie s  afforded by these 

I Acts.

, A furtner conmunication from the same Department was read intimating,that Mr. Daly, Borough 

> Surveyor, was tne ’’Appointed O ff ic e r” for the erection o f  new houses in Wexfbrd Urban District 

; under tne housing (financia l and IJi scellaneou s Provisions) Act, 1932.

As the meeting was anxious that the provisions o f  the Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts should 

be made available to residents o f  the Borough, Councillor T. Walsh intimated that on the 24th 

instant he would ask the Council to acbpt a Resolution undertaking to act under the Acts in

I question so tnat the Corporation would then become the Local Authority in the case.

This disposed o f  the business appearing on the Agenda, and the Mayor thereupon referred toI
If misstatements made by a Deputation o f  some o f  the unemployed in the town who had appeared before
if,
Jj a recent meeting o f  the County Board o f  Health with the object o f  obtaining additional Horae

4 Help.

I  According to reports appearing in the local Newspapers, some members o f  the Deputation complaiied 

Ir that they had not been fa ir ly  treated by the Corporation when the Re lie f Grant o f  £3,000 was 

% being e pended, whereas at the time the Scheme for which the Grant had been given had only been

Off started and but six men engaged.

*11 The works in progress, to which they apparently referred, were the laying o f  sewers and mains

o - and the resurfacing o f  certain o f  the streets, a l l  o f  which projects were being financed by

[Loans borrowed by the Gornoration whicn the Ratepayers would have to repay, and i t  was the

in s e t t l e d  policy o f the Council to employ on such works only raen who would give value;for the 

t  wages received, and were competent to carry out e ffi  ci ently. the labour required o f  them, 

t ‘ As to the men needed fbr the Re lie f Grant work, these were selected by the Manager o f  the Local 

rij Employment Exchange in accordance with Regulations issued by the Minister for Local Government
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The Mayor, in  feeling terras, alluded to the death, on the 29th ultimo, o f  Mr. Patrick Hanrahan, 

former Borough Surveyor, who, in 192s , had been obliged to relinquish O ffice through i l l -h e a lth ,  

and paid a glowing tribute to the manner in which, fbr over twenty-five years, he had discharged 

his many duties; and as a further tribute to his memory p ro p o sed  that the meeting should aajourn 

until 10th instant at 7-30 p, m.

The motion was seconded by Councillor McMahon and supported by the other members present, a l l  o f  

whom expressed re g re t  at the demise o f  an effic ient and zealous O ff ic ia l  and a Wexfordman, who 

took a deep p r ide  in  the development o f  his native town, and was adopted in respectful silence.

On the motion o f  the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Clancy, the sympathy o f  the meeting was tenaeren 

to Rev. L. A llen ,  C. C ., and Mr. Denis Allen, T. D., on the recent demise o f  their sister, the la t e  

:,tiss Annie A l len .

The meeting then arose.

f t  t d

S O . S O  ?  1  

10th October, 1932.

An adjourned Statutory Meeting o f  the Council was held this day at the Town Clerk’ s Office, at 

naif-past seven o 'c lock p. ra.

The members present were:-

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: James B il l ington , Thomas Rossiter, Nicholas Connolly, and Thomas Hayes.

Councillors: John Walsh, Garrett Donohoe, Thomas Buckland, Myles Bergin, Jaraes Crosoie,

Thomas Walsh, Patrick Clancy, John Atkins, James McMahon, James Murphy, Cyril 

Ross, and John J. O’ Leary.

On the motion o f  Councillor T. Walsh, Seconded by Councillor Atkins, the Minutes o f  meetings o f  

5th and 19th September, and o f  3rd October, 1932> were taken as having been read, and were 

thereupon signed.

Acknowledgements o f  votes o f  sympathy extended to them in their recent bereavements were submitted

from Miss iianrahan, and Rev. L. Allen C. C.

Referring to Minutes o f  the 5th ultimo, when an attractive o f fe r  fbr tne insurance o f  the Council’ s 

houses was received from Messrs. MacDonagh & Boland, o f  lub lin , a le t te r  from that Birm was read

intimating that the o f fe r  was made on behalf o f Underwriters at Lloyds, and that i f  any claims

arose they would be dealt with from Lublin.

As the quotation was very much lower than that o f  the I r ish  Public Bodies Jfctual insurances Ltd .,  

with whom the houses were at present insured in accordance with Resolution o f  6th December, 1926, 

it  was thought that the whole matter should be re-opened so as to secure the protection o f  a l l  the 

Corporation property against loss  or damage at as cheap a rate as possib le consistent with adequate 

security, and to enable this to be done Councillor Thomas Walsh gave notice that he would move 

next Statutory Meeting the rescission o f  the Resolution above referred  to, and this notice was

accepted. ©: Wexford Borough Council



17th October, 1932.

A Special meeting o f  the Council was held this day (pursuant to the Mayor’ s requisition) at

tile Town Clerk’ s Otlice, at half-past seven o’ clock p. in.

Tne members present were:-

;1 cnard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in the Chair.

The meeting was summoned to f i x  the rents at which the six completed houses on Davitt Hoad, 

worth, would be let to those who were selected as tenants on the 30th May last.

B’rom a statement whi cn had been forn ished  to the members beforehand, i t  was seen that the 

total a l l - in  cost o f  the b u ild in gs  amounted to £1,772 : 5 : 9 ,  which worked out at 

£295 : 7 : a per house, and that  the annual charge to meet this la tte r  sum came to

£21 : 0 : 1l.
This amount was arrived at after a l low in g  for a Government Contrituition under the Housing<
( financial and -1 scellaneou s P ro v is io n s )  Act, 1932, o f  33-1/3 per cent, o f  the annual Loan 

Charges, and prov id in g  fo r  d ep rec ia t ion ,  fo i l  r a t e s ,  ground rent, insurance and Collector’ s

Commission.

This statement also showed that i f  a rent o f  6/6 per week were charged, an annual 

contribu tion o f  £4 : 2 : 1l in respect o f  each house vould be needed from the Pates to 

make &>oa tne loss in letting at this figure, or i f  a rent o f  6/} were charged the Pates 

should bear an annual contribution o f  £3 : 9 : 1l  per house, while a contribution o f

£2 : 16 : 1l  per house would be req u ired  i f  th e  rent were fixed at ~j/~ a week.

Attention was directed to the fact that the houses exceeded by £272 : 5 : 9 the amount o f  

the Loan raised for their erection, but i t  was explained that this was die to unexpected

d iff icu lt ies  wiii ch had arisen on the preparation o f  the site*

On considering tne rents to be charged i t  was pointed out that in previous Housing Schemes 

where the dwellings were let at 6/6 a week, the contribution from the Pates amounted 

annually to £A in respect o f  each house, and this being the case i t  was thought that a 

similar rent should be charged fo r  the dwellings now under review, end, accordingly, on the 

motion o f  tne Mayor, seconded by Alderman Connolly, i t  was unanimously resolved:

"That tne rent o f  the six houses on Davitt Road, North, be hereby fixed at 6/5 

per house per week, end that the Minister for Lo cal Government and Public Health

be requested to approve o f  tnis rent. "

The question o f  the p ro v is io n  o f  the additional sum necessary, namely, £272 : 5 : 9, to 

enable a l l  ou ts tand ing  l i a b i l i t i e s  on the houses to be discharged was then considered, and

on the suggestion o f  tne Mayor, i t  was decided to enter into negotiations with the Council’ s

Treasurer (The N at iona l Bank) for the raising by way o f  Loan o f  the sum needed on the most

advantageous terms which could be secured, and on condition that the entire amount would be

repaid within a period o f  ten years.

Aldermen:Aldermen: Jaraes B i l l in g to n ,  N icho las Connolly.

Councillors: Jonn Walsh, Garrett Donohoe, Thomas Buckland, Patrick Clancy, Ja:es McMahon

Jeunes Murphy, W i l l i  am J. Power, Jaraes Crosbie, John J. O’ Leary.

©: Wexford Borough Council



96
and Public Health, and this Rule was being str ict ly  carried out, the Corporation not being 

consulted in any way on the matter.

The spokesman o f  the Delegation, the Mayor added, stated, on being questioned by a member o f  the 

Health Hoard, tnat they were then engaged 0n R e lie f  VYbrk at the County Hospital, whereas in rea lity  

some o f  them at the time were in the employment o f  tbe Cbrpo ration, and had obtained permission to 

absent themselves from work to appear befbre the Board.

Another o f  the Deputation stated that he had only obtained two ninths work in eleven years, while 

an examination o f  the Corporation records showed that he had been employed with them in November 

and December, 1931> and in July and August, 1932. As well, he had been working with the Wexford 

Steamships Company and Messrs. Stafford & Sons on various occasions, coring whi ch time ne was paia 

compensation under the Workmen’ s Compensation Acts for eighteen weeks at tne rate o f  £1 -  6 -  3 

per week. At another period within the last  eleven years he had been sent to Blackrock Hoqoital, 

during which time his family was in receipt o f  a generous allowance, and yet again he had been salt 

by the War Pensions Committee to Tipperary to be trained as a shoemaker, his family for this  

period also receiving a maintenance allowance.

The Mayor considered i t  h is  dity to make the above statement to clear himself and the othefc members 

of the Corporation o f  the unjust aspersions cast on them , and stated that since February last  

work o f  a month’ s duration had been provided for no le ss  than 272 men, while at the present date 

they had 140 men employed, the wages b i l l  amounting, approximately, to £250 a week.

The meeting unanimously approved o f  the Mayor’ s Statement which would dissipate the unjust rumours 

prevalent regarding favouritism in the selection o f  casual workmen by the Corporation, and allusion  

was made to the refusal o f  the Health Board to accept from the Minister for Local Government nno 

Public Health an o ffe r  o f  £33,000 for the provision o f  hospital accommodation for the County 

contingent on the comparatively t r i f l i n g  sum o f  £4,000 being raised in  the Rates.

It was emphasized that the expenditure o f  th is  money would provide employment for many men, and 

the need o f  a D istrict  Hospital for Wexford town was stressed, the opinion being held that cases o f  

infectious disease were not reported because o f  the fear that the patients would be sent to New Voss

for treatment, a distance o f  24 miles, and i t  was reca lled  that the Minister for Local Government
.

and Public Health and the chief O f f ic ia ls  o f  hi s Department were a l l  in favour o f  such an hospital  

being provided for the town-

At the conclusion o f  the discussion, the following resolution was unanimously adopted as proposed 

by Councillor T. Walsh, seconded by Alderman Connolly:

"That we earnestly request the County Board o f  Health and Public Assistance to accept 

the o f fe r  o f  £38,000 made by the Minister for Local Government and Public Health for

the provision o f  hospita l accommodation for the County contingent on a sum o f  £4,000

being contributed from the Rates, and ca ll on the Board to provide a D istric t  Hospital

for Wexford Town and the surrounding Rural areas, so that there would be no necessity

ftrr fever patients to he sent to New Foss for treatment as at p resen t .”

©: Wexford Borough Council



These recommendations evoked no co iraent, and so, on the motion o f  Councillor Foss, seconded

by Alderman Connolly, i t  was unanimously resolved. That the report riou/submitted be hereby

aciopted.

The question o f  o ff ice  accommodation fbr the boy when appointed was raised by the Borough 

Surveyor. xie strenuously objected to having him at work in his own Office, and suggested 

that part o f  the adjoining Waterworks Store should be fitted up for his use, and this, he

stated, could be aone at a cost o f  about £5»

I t  was contended by some o f  tne members, however, that the lad should work in the Surveyor's

Of lice, where he would be under his direct supervision, and where he could gain some

experience in the work o f  the Surveyor’ s Department, and as well, objection was made to the

provision o f  o f  fi ce accommo dation for a temporary clerk whose services might be dispensed

with at the expiration o f  six months.

As against tnis, however, other members held that the Surveyor was the best Judge o f  how 

the boy could render the most useful service, and that his opinion on the point should not 

be disregarded, and so Councillor Buckland proposed. That part o f  the Waterworks Store be

fitted up in manner suggested by the Surveyor at a cost not exceeding Five Pounds.

This motion was seconded by Alderman Billington.

Before i t  was put the Mayor suggested that Mr. Daly should agree to have the boy in his 

Office for a couple o f  weeks, and i f  the arrangement was not found sati s facto ry, the matter 

o f separate accommodation could then again bo gone into, but Mr. Daly reflased to agree to 

this suggestion, and stated he would not accept the lad ’ s services unless a separate office

were provided fbr him.

A Poll was then taken on Councillor Buckland’ s proposal, when there voted:

itor Councillors Buckland, Murphy, O’ Leary, and Alderman B il l in g to n --------------------  4

Against Councillors Martin, Crosbie, Donohoe, Atkins, Walsh, Ross, Clancy,

Bergin, Aldermen Connolly, Hayes, Possiter, and the Mayor---------------------------- 12

Declined to vote -  Councillor G au l---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  1

Tne proposal was thereupon declared lo st , and as the Surveyor, in view o f  this decision, 

s t i l l  remained obci.rate in refusing to accept the c lerical help he had asked fbr, the 

meeting unanimously decided to treat as non-existent the Committee report which had been 

adopted at the outset.

in accordance with notice given on the 10th instant, the fallowing Resolution was 

unanimously adopted on the motion o f  Alderman Billington, seconded by Councillor Ross:

"That we hereby undertake to act under the Small Dwellings Acquisition Act, 1899, 

so tnat we may become the Local Authority in Wexfbrd Town fbr the purpose o f  th*t

Enactment-"

Further, on the motion o f  Councillor Gaul, seconded by Councillor Crosbie, i t  was also

unanimously resolved:

"That the sum to be advanced by way o f  Loan to any person intending to construct a house in 

•mien he i itends to reside be fixed at 90 per cent, o f  the value o f such house, but with 

tne proviso, however, that the maximum o f  such value should not exceed £500 inclusive o f  

any Government Grant made by the Minister fbr Local Governmoit and Public Health under

Section 5 o f the Housing (Financial and Miscellaneous Provisions) Act, 1932. "©: Wexford Borough Council



24th October, 1032.

A Special Meeting 0 f  the Council was held this day (pursuant to the Mayor* s requisition) at the Town 

Clerk’ s O ff ice , at ha lf-past seven o'clock p. m., to acbpt, i f  thought well, Committee recommendat­

ions re lating to the appointment o f  a temporary Boy Clerk fbr the Borough Purveyor's O ilice ; and to 

pass a Resolution whereby the Corporation would become the Local Authority in Wexfbrd Town for the 

purpose o f  the Small Dwellings Acquisition Act, I899.

The members present were:-

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: James B illington, Thomas Rossiter, Thomas Hayes, Nicholas Connolly.

Councillors: James Gaul, Thomas Buckland, John J. O’Leary, James .-urphy, Myles Bergin,

Patrick Clancy, Cyril Ross, Thomas Walsh, John Atkins, Garrett Donoiio e,

James Crosbie, and Mi chael Martin.

On the motion o f  Alderman Rossiter, seoonded by Councillor Bergin, the sympathy o f  the meeting was 

extended to the re la t ives  and C lerical Colleagues o f  the la te  Dean o f  St. Peter 's  College, Father 

..lichael Kelly (R . I .P . )  who died on the 20th instant a lte r  a prolonged i l ln e s s .

Regarding application made by the Borough Surveyor on the 10th instant fbr temporary c lerical  

assistance, the following report from the Committee then appointed to consider the matter was read; 

"The Committee met on Monday, the 17th instant, when the following members attended:

"The 2£ayor(in the Chair) with Aldermen Connolly, B il l ington , Hayes, and Councillors Buckland,

O'Leary, Clancy, and T. Walsh.

"The Committee went very carefo lly  into the Surveyor's request, and in view o f  the various vrorks 

at present in progress, including the erection o f  forty houses by direct labour, a l l  o f  which have 

necessitated the employment o f  130 men in  addition to the ordinary working sta ff ,  unanimously agreed 

to recommend the Council to appoint (sub ject to the approval o f  the Minister for Local Government 

and Public Health) a temporary boy clerk to ass ist  Mr. Daly in the work o f  his Office, who should 

not be less than 16 or more than 1S years o f  age, and who should be paid a wage o f  15/- a week.

"They further agreed to recommend that the appointment should continue u n t i l  the sewers and 

watermains at present being la id  are completed, and u n t i l  the termination o f  the Scheme for the 

r e l ie f  0 f  unemployment, for which a Grant o f  £3>000 has been secured, and suggest that one month's 

notice by the Corporation or by the appointee should terminate the engage ent.

"They also recommend that the position should be advertised in the local Press; that a l l  applicants 

should s it  fbr a written examination in subjects, including Ir ish ,  to be set by Mr. T. D. Sinnott, 

Secretary o f  the County Board o f  Health, who very kindly undertook, in consultation with Mr. Daly, 

to prepare the papers, and that the candidate who obtains the highest tota l number o f  marks should 

secure the appointment.

"The Committee,in submitting these recommendations, suggest, i f  they are adopted, that the R e lie f  

Grant, the Housing Loan, and Ordinary Revenue should each bear one-third part o f  the boy’ s wages.

"Signed on behalf o f  the Committee.

"Richard Corish,

"Mayor.

"22nd October, 1932."

©: Wexford Borough Council



Some members contended that in view o f  the large number o f  male clerical workers at present 

unemployed, one o f  that sex should be given the work, while others held that i f  a male clerk 

were appointed i t  would be necessary to increase the wages o f  30/- per week which was being paid

a s s  Lacey.

Fventually i t  was unanimously agreed, on the motion o f  Alderman Connolly, seconded by Councillor 

.la.iahon, that uli ss Lacey be appointed as typist ibr a period o f  four weeks at a remuneration o f  

£1 - 1 0 - 0  per week, the appointment to date from the 2nd instant, when she was f irs t  employed

by tne rinance find ’’forks Committee.

The -layor intimated that he had hopes o f  procuring a further grant o f  £3,000 for the r e l ie f  o f  

unemployment in the Town, and consequently had asked the Borough Surveyor to prepare a Scheme of

road work for submission to the present meeting.

Two Schemes were submitted. One provided fbr the concreting o f  the surfaoe o f  the Faythe,

wiii cn would cost, approximately, £3 , 200, ana the other for the resurfacing with unaphalt o f  the 

Paythe, Castlehill Street, Barrack Street, Thomas Street, Green Street, Francis Street and

Vaterloo Poad, at an approximate cost o f  £3,000.

A long discussion took place as to which o f  the two Schemes should be adopted in the event o f  a 

;rant being forthcoming, during which i t  was pointed out that the Minister for Local Government 

a Public health would very like ly  ins ist  on concrete work being carried out.

Some members contended that by the use o f  Unaphalt support would be given to a home industry, 

while i f  the concreting Scheme were undertaken the necessary cemait would have to be imported.

As against this, however, others held the view that the concrete would be practically an ever­

lasting job, whereas the Unaphalt would require an annual maintenance outlay, and so Alderman 

Billington moved. That in the event o f  a Grant being forthcoming we resurface the Faythe in 

concrete.

Councillor Buckland seconded this motion.

Councillor T. Walsh, however, proposed. That in  the event o f  a grant being Fbrthcoming, we 

request the Minister for Local Government and Public Health to permit us to resurface the Faythe, 

'Castlehill Street, Barrack Street, Thomas Street, Green Street, Francis Street and Waterloo Poad

'with unaphalt.

Tnis proposition was seconded by Councillor O'Leary, and on a vote was declared carried, as only 

the proposer and seconder were in favour o f  the former motion.

.The question o f  the Faythe sewer was then raised.

rTne Mayor stated that whatever was <3oing to be done with the Faythe a new sewer would have to be 

la id , as tne present one was o f  the old box type and was continually giving trouble.

Tn e Borough Surveyor estimated that a new sewer o f  9" e^d 12" pipes would cost £97®, and i f  the 

Corporation agreed to provide i t ,  and i f  they procured a Grant o f  £3,000 for roadwork, i t  would 

mean an expenditure o f  practically £4,00, which would provide work fbr a good number o f  the

unemployed.

Thereupon Councillor Poss moved. That we provide a new sewer in the Faythe at a cost o f  £970, 

and that the Minister for Local Government and Public Health be requested to sanction the

raising o f  the necessary Loan from the Local Loans ILnd fbr tne purpose.

Alderman Connolly seconded this motion whi cn was carried nem. con.
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The meeting then separated.

VJ
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7th November, 1932.

A Quarterly meeting, o f  the Council was held this day at the Town Clerk' s O fl lce , at hall-past

seven o' c ock p. ra. 

The members present were:-

Hichard Corish, Rsq., Mayor, in the Chair.

Aldermen: Thomas Hayes, Nicholas Connolly, Thomas R o s s i t e r  and James Billington.

Councillors: Thomas Walsh, Patrick Clancy, John Walsh, Thomas Buckland, James i«iurphy, Cyril

Ross, Garrett Donohoe, ivlichael Martin, James McManon, James Crosbie, John Atkins, 

and John J. O'Leary.

On the motion o f  Councillor Thomas Walsh, seconded by Councillor Ross, the Minutes o f  meetings 

o f 10th, 17th and 24th October, 1932, were taken as having been read, and were theraipon signed. 

L iab i l i t ie s  which had accrued due up to the end o f  la s t  month, amounting, in the gggregate, to
1

25,292 -  10 -  1 l, were submitted, and having been examined were approved, and an Advice Mote was 

signed to enable them to be discharged.

Included in them were s ix  payments, amounting, in a l l ,  to £20, in respect o f  the annual retaining  

fee paid to the members o f  the Fire Brigade, and Councillor McMahon enquired i f  i t  would not be 

possible to procure a contribution towards the upkeep o f  the Brigade from the Insurance Companies 

who covered f i re  risks in  the Town, and i t  was explained that a request o f  this nature had been 

made some years ago without ava il, the Companies pointing out at the time that i f  the Brigade were 

not in existence, the premiums charged would be very imch higher.

The following recommendation submitted by the Finance and VJbrks Committee was unanimou sly adopted 

on the motion o f  Alderman Connolly, seconded by Councillor O'Leary, viz. : -

"That we recommend the Council to appoint Mr. John J. Byrne, o f  the Town Clerk's Of lice ,  

to deputise for the Town Clerk coring the la tte r ' s i l ln e s s . "

It  was reported that the Minister for Local Government and Public Health had sanctioned Mr. Byrne’ s

temporary appointment by telegram on the 1st instant.

Councillor McMahon enquired i f  Mr. Byrne would be paid the same salary as the Town Clerk while 

acting as his deputy, and the Mayor stated that the question had not yet been considered, but 

suggested that the matter shoi 1d be dealt with at meeting o l the Finance & \brks Committee to be 

held at the close o f  the Quarterly Meeting.

The question o f  the employment o f  a typist to assist the Acting Town Clerk was then considered.

It  was reported that the Finance and W>rks Committee had appointed a young lady named Kathleen 

Lacey, who had been employed for about ten years by the la te  «tr. Hanrahan, when Borough Surveyor, 

to act as typ ist in the Town Clerk’ s O ffice up to present date, and i t  was now for the Council to . 

say whether th is  appointment should continue for four weeks (the period for which the sanction o f  

the Minister for Local Government and Public Health had been obtained, as per his le t te r  o f  the

3rd Instant, No. 0.10065L) or whether a fresh appointment should be raade.
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"executed by tid. s Corporation, but prefer to receive the same by instalments as occasion may 

require. I t  i s  resolved tnat the requi si tion for each advance shall be intimated to said 

CQ.ni r, sioners by the Chairman o f  tn is  Corporation for time being, countersigned by the Town

Clerk.

"And that eaca suca requi fti.tion shall be lorwarded the Accountant o f  the said Commissioners

and that a l l  such advances shall to our account in the Wexford Branch o f  the National Bank."

A Resolution received from the Standing Committee o f  Sinn Fein protesting against the proposed 

v is it  o f  the Prince o f  Wales to Ireland, was ruled out o f  order by the Mayor.

A Circular l e t t e r  from the Department o f  Local Government and Public Health, under date of

the 19th ultimo, No. H.89646, enclosing copy o f  the Housing (New Houses) Order, 1932 was 

su bmi t t  ed.

Part icu lar  attention was called to the second paragraph thereof which requested the Council to 

to g ive  special consideration to the lormation o f  Public U t i l i ty  Societies for the erection 

o f  houses ibr letting to the working classes, thus leaving the Council free to concentrate on 

the clearance o f  slums and unhealthy areas, and the rehousing o f  the persons displaced.

There was also submitted a circular letter from the same department under date o f  the 5th 

instant, Mo. 72, enclosing copy o f  The Hou sing (Loan Charges Contributions) Regulations,

1932, and as the Council had not yet decided what areas were to be cleared when the thirty- 

fbur houses at present in course o f  construction at Whitemill (which were intended to rehouse 

displaced slum dwellers) were completed, attention was directed to paragraph 8 o f  this

communication, as well as to paragraph 10 in  which the Minister desired to be informed o f  the

Council' s proposals for a three years Housing Programme.

As b^th circulars referred to matters which required carefol consideration, i t  was decided to 

ask the -lousing Committee to deal with them at their meeting on thel9th instant, and report

to the Council on sin early date.

A Deputation representing the Wexford Branch o f  the Unemployed (Able Bodied) Men's Associat­

ion came befbre the meeting to protest against an attempt which, they said, was about to be 

made to have tne Corporation rescind their Resolution which debarred men in receipt o f  

pensions o f  15/- a week or over from being employed on Corporation W>rks; and to request 

that a larger percentage o f  men in receipt o f  Home Help shoulf be employed on the various 

Schemes in progress.

The i'layor informed tne Deputation that the Corporation was not aware o f  any attempt to have 

the Pesolution referred to rescinded, nor did he think the Corporation would agree to do so. 

He (Mayor) also stated that since 1st February last  the Corporation had given a month’ s work 

to no less than 3S9 men, and pointed out that from a l i  st o f  50 men given him by the Assoc­

iation some time ago, 43 had been employed for at least one month, and in conclusion promised 

the Deputation to cb everything in hi s power to provide as much work as possible for the 

unemployed.

One o f  tne Deputation protested against five men being reinstated in the Quarry recently 

after a period o f  only two weeks unemployment, they having been previously employed for 

about six months, but i t  was explained that this was absolutely necessary as they were

skilled  quarrymen.

mhe Deputation then witnarew after having thanked the Council for the hearing given them.©: Wexford Borough Council



as per notice given and accepted o n  t h e  1 0 t h  u l t i m o , C o u n c i l l o r  T. Walsh moved tne r e s c is s io n  o f  

Resolution o l the 5th D e c e m b e r ,  1926, w h e r e b y  t h e  e n t i r e  i n s u r a n c e  o f  the Corporation  was to be 

transacted with and through t h e  m e d i u m  o f  t h e  a s s o c i a t e d  L o c a l  A u th o r i t ie s  Insurances Ltd.

The motion which was seconded by Alderman B i l l i n g t o n ,  w a s  c a r r i e d  unanimously, and i t  was agreed

that tenders be invited by a d v e r t i s e m e n t  i n  t h e  local P r e s s  for the entire o f  the Corporation 

Insurance.

In the absence o f  Councillor Bolger, Councillor T. Walsh also moved the rescission o f  order o f  

Finance and .Yorks Committee o f  8th August last wM ch authorized the employment o f  watch en on 

any particular work un til  such work i s  finished, such period o f  employment not to exceed six 

months•

This motion whicn was seconded by Councillor Murphy was also passed unanimously.

Thereupon the Mayor proposed the following Resolution in  substitution fbr the order o f  Finance 

and Works Committee just rescinded:-

"That in future when a watchman i s  required fbr any work (except Housing Schemes) two 

men be employed to work alternate weeks fbr the duration o f  that particular work. "

Councillor Ross seconded this motion which was agreed to by a l l .

The report o f  the Borough Analyst fbr the Quarter ended 30th September la st  was then read.

This showed that he had examined 1l samples o f  milk, 6 o f  butter, 4 o f  margarine, 3 o f  tea, 3 o f  

cheese, 2 o f  sugar, 2 o f  sausage, 1 o f  la rd , 1 o f  port wine, 1 o f  baking soda, 1 o f  white pudding,

1 o f dripping, 1 o f  buttermilk, and one o f  whiskey, making, in a l l ,  a tota l o f

A l l  the samples submitted were fbund to be genuine, with the exception o f  one sample o f  milk

which had been deprived o f  11.8 per cent., o f  i t s  fats, and the meeting was informed that the 

person from whom the defective sample o f  railk was taken, had been brought befbre the District  

Court and the case dismissed under the probation o f  Offenders Act, the defendant to pay £1 costs 

with the Analyst* s fee.

There was submitted a Deed o f  Mortgage to the Commissioners o f  Public VJbrks securing repayment o f  

Loan o f  £1,322 which was required to renew sewers and watermains in certain streets o f  the Town, 

the obtainment o f  which was sanctioned by the Minister fbr Local Government and Public ilealth 

under date o f  the 28th September, 1932, by le t te r  No. S.82757.

The Deed, a s  p r e p a r e d  by the So lic ito r  to the Commissioners, had already been approvea on behalf  

o f the Council, a n d  so the following Resolution was unanimously adopted:

It was moved by Councillor Cyril Ross,

Seconded by Councillor John J. O 'Lea ry ,  and

RESOLVED:- "That o u r  Corporate Seal be a ffixed  to the Deed o f  Mortgage o f  th is  date now read, 

w h e r e b y  security i s  g i v e n  to the Commissioners o f  Public Vtorks in Ireland for the repayment o f  

t h e  gum o f  Thirteen H u n d r e d  a n d  Twenty-two pounds, proposed to be advanced by them to us under 

t h e  Public Health ( I r e l a n d )  Acts, I87S to 1919* "

The Corporation Seal was thereupon affixed  to the locument, and authenticated by the signatures 

o f the Mayor, two members o f  the Council, and. the Acting Town Clerk.

The f o l l o w i n g  further Resolution was also unanimously adopted on the motion o f  Councillor 

Buck land , se co n d ed  by Councillor T. Walsh:

"That inasmuch as this Corporation does not immediately require from the Commissioners o f  Public  

Works in  Ire land , the to ta l amount o f  the sum mentioned in the Deed o f  Mortgage to them tills day
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