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EXFORD MUNICIPAL CORPORA.
W TION. g

REPORT OF THE COMMISSIONERS ON
THE LOCAL GOVERNMENT AND
TAXATION OF WEXFORD,

r 2ud July. 1877,

81p—I am dosired by Sir Miockasl Hicks Basols
to send you, berewith Lhe Raport of the Commis-
sluners appointed to enquire into the Local Go-
voenmeol and Taxation of towns, Iceland, on the
Fown of Wexford, and T am to stibw that as fall
opporiuuity Lins alesady besn given for the exami.
tativn of wilnesses, Sir Misheel Hick«-Benol does
noi anticipate, that the Corporation will desice Lo
offer any forther evidsnos, but should they take
exosplion to sny of the stntements coutained in
£ is Keport. appliontion shoull at unes be m e Lo
the SBeicot Committes of the Honew of Cum s
now enquirmg into the subjeot (specifying the
points ou which they desirg o be heard) as the
evidence will shortly be clossd,

I remuin, Sir,
Yoir obadient gereant,
MARCUS CAULFIELD.
SPECIAL OENEEAL REPOBT ON WESFORD.
‘The seaport tuwa sud parlismentace borough of
Wexi rd was, bifore the pansing of the 3rd agd
4t Viet, cap 108, goverued by a Corporntion o
vonsideenbles autiguity. This Corporation was dis
solyed biy thit stalute in solisdnles B wod G, in
whidh Wezlford is fuoladed ; snd ander the provi-
sibus of il J41h soction of that statule, the prs.
sout Corporativn of Wexford reasived w oharter
ol laeorporation, by letters patent from Hor Mas
Judty thy Qnuen, dated toe 2316 J uly, 1546. A shout
:\n.u-ut_ of these lotiers pulent is prioted in the
ik
nave this chaxter, whiol is the anly ons of the

Kiud thut has beens grantod sinos the pissivg of the
Srd an 4t Viot, cap 108, the Covporation of Wex
fo7d wiw 1ue owosis of the property of the former
Curporation, aud ara posssssois of snd bonud by ali
tie piguta. puwers, interssts, duties, sod liabi-
Htiek of tho Corparstions thut have bouy peo
::E‘d aud relormed by the Sed sod 4th Viet, o;p'

‘Lhiro ure 4644 32 11p within the borough, The
Pubulation ut Lue lust Uensus was 12,077, ehowing
& small ineeease over that of 1861, I'be valuativs,
of L property in the boreugh is £15,793. but for
e pucposo of levying 1he rate in lieu of sounty |
ora whicli is lovisble npon the priveiple of the
Yomus’ Lmprovement Act. 1854, the valuation is
Li5a43 5u. | he vown is, by the otasrter of ineor-
vorsbion, Jdivided inio lhres wards, "Tbu suiaes.
Taluation, numbur of burgesdss in, and number of
copressnlatives of, lu the Corporstion, are as fol-
DWW V-

No.of Representarives in
Xame. Viloation. Hurgeauss, Unrporation,
Selskai’s, £4060 0 0 94 2 Aldermin, 6 Coducillor.
=t Mary's, 6456 & 0 44 Deo. do.
42 Therius, 5,6/0 10 0 90 Do, do.

| — —

£15,792 15 0 230

N -

The qualifisation for mambers of tha Coancil
1oder the ohartar of tha incorgoration is the heing
n"tlm;rw list and tho possession of real or
reonnl property, or both, of the elesr valua of
{0 aver and above bis d-bis, or the heing on the
sstigeny list wnd tha oscapation for twslve months
pash of & houke in the boroneh rated to the relief
of the poor nt £20 & yonr; nod the qualifiestion of
 baress js st required by the 3rd sad 4tk Viet

por, who does nob recsive any salary, is
the gemoral body of the Counegil. The
b “Fiot, ug-lwmmmad in s en- |
¥ the Corporation in 1870. By n Provi
! Order of the Loesl Goveroment Board for
o, duted the 161% Nevembsr, 1872, confirmed
Viet, oap 61, pss-ed op the 16th Jane;
irisdiotion, puwers, and suthority of the
of tha ounty of Wexforl with raspoot
and public works within

T R . S i ricclr ctr vt At
ftlave Festomcts ucvifice

A

Wf

Touues mudsr which property ia thi fown was hold
at nomiual rents teriniuated, and thy Corporation

e Towns' Improveniint palSid) Nk, 1854 .
Thw Cor --mﬁm of Wexf vl obtaiusd a wsond
Provisionnl Ocder of the Looal Government Boaed,
Iroland, dated the 20d December, 1875, which was
sonfirmad by the 39h snd 40th Vie, eap, 155,
Several public Acts ure incorporsted by this Order, |
sud the Corporation are empowersd to exersiss
oompulsory powers of purchass of lands and water,
d waler-rights for the purposs of forwing o
tur upply for public and dumestic use in the |

ﬂ-m:' ;- a2 | kL

wi; they are smpowered to levy o domestie

ster rate of 1s in the ponadon.the valuation, and

public water rate of 6d in the pennd,  And it is
provided that (he borrowing powars couferrad by
the 40th section of ** The Public Health Aot (Lre-
[land), 1874." shall exteud and apply 1o the raies
suthorizsd by the Order, and to the ousts. churges,
und expansas to be iucaread by the Corporution ia
the performanen of it duiivs under the Ueder,
And the Corporation ure smpowared to borrow and
tuka np ot intarest any snms of mMOusy n-oessary
for delrayiog such oosts, ochnrges, and CXpelsns,
sabjeol to the girovisions and with the anthoriries
oontained in thot seocion. The Order contains
other provisions for the regulation of the water
supply, whijah it is nol neswssary to vefer to hoce.
| The Qorporalion have not, na yetl, exercised the
borrowing power 8o couferced upon thom, bat they
hove reccived from, the emiuent enginesr. Mr
| Huwkesly, plans for tha eqvstruetion of Pallic
Waterwurks, aid an estimate of about £16,000 for
thie oosts arnd expenses of exouting the works, not
lineluding the purchase money of the landa that
| mug ba roguirsd.. They liave applied to the Com.
| missioners of Pablio Works {u Lreeland for & loan
of £25 000 for e purposs of purchasing land for
el copstrocting the proposed publio weterworks,
 bal it is nncurtain whether more than £25 000
| mey pot be required, nnd the Corporstion are
| desivous of obtatuing ot ouoe & swn sufBeieut fur
"ibe sompletion of the works, Bome few of the
membors of the Couveil and of the ratopuyers,
(objacted Lo the expense of coustructing publio
walarworks us annee asary, but it is ¢ ear from (he
svidenes given Liat the preseot sopply of water is
| most miserably defioiant, apd that the grest wsut
of ke town of Wexiord is & good publie wnl.m‘l|
supply.

'}i'ba oll Corporation of Wexford is stated to
| have buag P.IMH"A!J of ooasidecabie fer=-simplo pro-
prrtios in honses and laods, but jarge and sab. '
L atantial intarests had boen atiepated by the Cor
porativn bafors tha p.mdil’lf of the 3 & ¢ Vie,, eap
108, 1L is tound by the Keport of the Alanicipal
Commiaslonercs for Lealand, made in 1835, that at
| the time of the Commnisdioners’ togniry, s Coe-
| porntion were scized and possssed of lands and
| boness near to aod iv the (own of Wexford, in the
Im-onimtiou of Lwenty-nine tenants, producing u

yoarly vent of £147 ; aud Lhat it was exp oted tuat
upen Lhe termioation of some leases, the purtisn.
furs of wliioh wre vot given in the Report, a rise
ol about £100 & year would take placs. Thesame
[ Hoport fwls thnt very improvident lettings Lave
bven froguontly made of purtious of Corporation
property npon very long leases at very low, or
leven numinel, rents. It sppsars from a rental
furuished by the teeasurer that, exclusive of the
Irent of £11 1s 6d received by the Corporation
feom what ace known as the Pip fiaids, which is &
'portion of lsnl hald by the Cosporation as teuunls
upder: Me Pecoival, who holds them bimseif as
[tapent of the Corporasion, the annual eentsl of
the Corporation is uow £319 24 3 paid by fily-
four teyauts, or representuiives of tenanis, aod
that theee (cnunbshold ander loases oo gran's for
ovar, the dubas of wuloly ara not piven ; aud tweaty |
bold under diffsront leases for 999 yeurs, all of
which wre stated 1o huve been granted at intervals,
from 1786 to 1794,
ln the interval between the 30th Auaeust, 1836,
and the let september: 1840, wheu the 6tk & 7ih
We. IV, oup. 100, resteaining alisnation by Jore
porations inoluding WexTord, the old Corporation
mals thirea lenses, vis. one dated on the 261k July,
537, to Rictard Learosd, of 1a O 160; Lrish for
yoars, ob the ywarly reut of £5 104; suothag
ted 31st luly, 1837, to John Maddook, of 1s O
1ap, Irisk, for 99 years, at the yearly ront of £5
10+«; and another dated the 100h Decembar, 1839,
to David Robinson, of 108 2e, Trish, for O1 punps

——Tm

| at. the yoarly rent of £42. "Those theas lunges
n the W,

| bw. within £he prohibition of the Bth & 7ol
IV, eap, 100, {:t thisy nppoar to Lave besa
at fair ronts,and not from any oorrupt or improper |

"
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not appear Luat Lhe bargsio between Me Kyan aod

piussof gronnd conld bo @13l advanthioously 1%1

§ Lor sevouly five yours, ab the yewrly rent of £23

yonr onding the 30th Septembor, 1876 was 1 in. the
{pound, snd amounted to £787 168, mad whi h fort
[I""Wﬂt yonr is 104 in the pound: and a rate of 2s,

m wers mads by the (g 1 i t

ing : rporation which nesd no
he Hoticad '] here were not in anv of these cases any
lotting by auction, or moy wdvertissments for tondora
for thn
tion of the Corporntion to lat
the practice of the Corporstion to have sush snd they
consider and profar the clvima of the tenant in ootupa- |
tion, and tho more especially if he hus cstablished his
business npon the promises,

1 Fun.! or property of any kind.

rate undar the provisions of their Chirier anl the Srd

Confirmation Aot, 1873, which smounted
s Gd.

of finos and costs under the Towns' i
Act and under the Licensing Acts, and of pips-water
rents recaivod by the Cot
hous s of such of the inhahitants as are willing to

ilat n fixed acalo of payment. The supply is from s
raservair, which, with its works, beeamo vested, ng
?;-n from the Provisional Ondes Confirmation

rents nmounted to £207 only whilst the S04 1

‘th - works, &c., and cost of pollection amounted ;m
08. Tho water is not wupplied to mare than one-tenth
of the honses in the town, and even to thoso the resers
‘voir does not suflice to
AR o e 0 S
or year ng ¥ .
‘%dian&prnﬁm in which are sot farth

an

exford Borough Council i

/5 |
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/’-,é;, e rrar AL

sucossded in esteblishing their title to the pro- |
party, whioh now brings in a considersble yearly |
reut.

About the yesr 1856 the pressnt Corporatin of |
Wexford sold nad conveyed to the trastees of o |
chacity, with the sssant of the Loels Commis. |
sivnecs of the Tres.nry, a amull poction of land, ||
[ rthe snm of £300, which was applisd by the
Curporation us pordon of their borongh fund..

There huve besn bnt Yery few lenses o Jottings
made by the present Corporation since theie orsss
t onJn 1246, . On fhe 171h  pril. 1855, a resola.
tion of bhe Couosil way passsd to make s leass for
fiv: yowes of u stuall pivew or yard adjoniagy the &
promises of Alderman Staffoed to Me R W _Ryao, ||
then & mutnbisre of the hwn Cowacil, wt the yeacly |
reut of £  Up totisst tims the Corpuratiop wars ||
rﬂmi‘l‘iag s vory smali—lmost no -Ililui —r-nt ch_
this place. Alderman Staford eonailoged that this

nis premises, snd be agread to give Me B W By m/il
£40 for his iolerost lot  Mr Hyao, on the 9t) ,\l
May 1888, with the sanc fon of the Loeds -.-i'_li!w-
U'reasury, sarrendered his |-ase to tue Corporation §
and on tus 11tk M ay, 1563, Lhe Corporation, with
ths ssncticn of thy Loeds of the Creasury, mudoe a
loags of thie piece of grouud to Alderman Staffivd
for vinety yenrs, at the cout of £3, the lu..m.-}

sovenantiog to expend £500 1o baildiog, It does

Al iermasn Blaftord was disclosed to sne Lords of the |
Treasury.

A Futurs resohition of the 17tk Apeil, 1855, wus
mute by the Corporation to graut o leass ol pro-
mises wittin the borsugh to Alderman Walsh, a !}
muwber ol Lhe L'.ernrﬂi-}:l for BovhuLy five Years, 3
at b= yanrly rent of £25. The Govecowen® valas
tivn of these promises at the time was £24, und
Aldsrwan VWolsn wes Liien Loe Sen ot 13 posseasion
ul Llie preidisvs ad wnuwob for the residue of & Lor
of thiely vas years.  Aldormen Walsh contioa d
in posseseion, and paid the rent of £25, outal Lis
deaih, aad his roprosenlalives ave slill in posses- |
sion ; but it does appear that any leass o im was
ever uctuully ex-oursd, In pucsusnce of a facthoar
resoluvicn of the Corporativu of Lthe 17th April,
1535, a lensa of preitizes at Woat gute, within the
burough, the valustion of woloh was £i4 o Joar
was wade by hs Corporatiou to Wuliam Walpile

Lue leass o ntaino | a oovenant oy Mr Walpols & |
unild on the prewises, ﬂwﬂflllhb’ 1o Lhe proyisions |
ol tue 3ci snd dth Vie, op 105, svo 142" Me)
Walpols was u t at tho time a mewbur of ths Cors
poritivi.  He was & lotaut in occupativa, boldin.
unduer 89, immediste lenant of the Corporativa,
whose lease had abortly bafors determined, and he
ourried en Lisbusiuvssou the premises. Thres o-thu

p'iocs, or any public notiflention of the intone
the premises. It is not

The Corporstion do not administer any charitabla |
The Corporation lovy only two rates—s borough

nd $th Vie, cnp 108, which up to and for the fianin

pound under the Provisionsl Order (Wexterd

to £46

The othar receipts of the Corporation consint c']:gﬂy
Improvethent

ration for water supplied

70, in the Corporation in 1862

For the year ending 30th Soptember, 1878, thase

ve i sufficiont ora

e
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purpose ncid n'al tomunioipal governmer §ant dago of
tho town, with the exoeption of the contribution to the - l
county nt charges under the Provieional

W exford Conbirmation Act, 1873. Tho obtaining of
thir order wus of substantin! advantage to the town of ]
Waosford, innsmush s the two shilling rats will, after

| the connty at lirge purposes are provided for prodece i
| | an annual sum of at lonst £600, available for and :B; |

plicable to the parposes of the town, which before th ' I
separstion of the town from the county. by the Provis |

sionul Order Conflemation Ast, 1873, mml have gone
into the general funds of the county,

For thelast thres years the averues of the connty coss, 4
and of the rate under the Provisional vder Confirmation |
Act, 1873 is nearly the sume, beingat fiest 1s 10d in |
the pound. It was stated before me that it was the refusal |
of the Grand Jury of the county of Wexford (0 present |
for the making of main sewers in Woxford that ciased
the movement which resuied in nblaining the Provie
gional Order Wexford O mfirmation  Act, 1873~ The
costs of obtaining thut ocder amounted to £39 5x 2d.
It wue compleined that that order hus not gons fur .-
onough, becuase it has not transferred to the Corpoia=
tion, but loft with the Grand Jury of the county t;hB
power to assess compensation for mulicidns injuries
to property and persons within the borough of Wexe
tord, nnd in this the town has no represoatation.

I'he Corporation do not exercise any control or power
over, or derive any profit from the Port and Harbour
of Wexford, which ara under the control of the Waxe g
ford Harbour Commissioners, constituted under special |
statiatos.

‘AL Harbour Commissionnrs undertake the charge of
lightiog und keoping in repair the quays aud the strusts
leading from tho meinestrests to the quays. The Core

poration urerepresentad on the Bowrd of [larbour Com-
’ migsioners by 'wo membacs, of whom one, the Mayor,
| isan ex-officio momoer the other is elocted by the O
poration Save as above mantioned the town 15 lighted, .
ad the strects, &o., ropaired, kept in order, and sca-
venged by the Corporaltion.,

The Corporation huve provided a public market, and
have published hye-ltws in ordor 4o have the mariats
held there nud not in the streets of lht_:,h’wrl. AL pro-
sort what is known as the Fowl Masl#t'is Lold {n the
streoty of Wexiord oa every Wodneday and Saturda
in the iorenoon.  Tniv now market, snbject to w bead-
rent of £50 & year, waa nequired for o sam of 2100,
borrowed by tha Corporation, who have contracted to
borrow for tla complation of the macket, from the (fom-
missiuners of Public Works in Irelaud, the forther sum
f £1,000, which has not boen us yel taken up.  Uf the
£400, £60 has been paid off, aud ‘ab preseal £340, the
bilanos of it, constizutes the only capital debt of the
Corporation.  Thero is n registry of slanghler-nouses,
bul to public slnughter-houss. It s the duty of the
towa-surgeant to see that the sluughter-houses are kept
clonn,

Lhers is not any registry of common lodging-
.'»::I ¢d. Lhis is u matier that requires §o bs remo- ,‘
die
Thn Corporation of Wexford are the urban sanitary
anthovity, «nd ap oiat the wswal sanitary offisers. The
sewurage of tho town is quity insufficient. Thers are
soven milss of strerts sud there are not two miles of
theso seworod.  Bince 1848 vecy liktle, if any, sewerage
has been msde. The Corporation have, however, now .
piocured plany, estimatoes, and contracts, for muking the
required additionsal sewerage, and thay huve. und vre
) try nyr Lo enforce the muking-of conneeting druins from
| the housas to the maia sowers,
The privato scvomno lation in the greator partof the
houses in Wexford was deseribed as being vury bad.
The Coiporation enforce the sanitary laws to the ex-
teat of causing nuisances to be removed, places ol Aused,
people preveuted from kesping pigs or other animals \
> 1o their houses; having houses disinfected and whito-
wished mod such like things, but very little las beea
done in the way of having privies or clossts mads in
r houses wantiog them. A lurger sanitary staff in re-

[quired,
: E. B. LAWLESS.  (Seal).
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mn in its wivinity 1o the jahalitants of the Lown

and Connty, and to prowoty an improved santilsl g

throogh our aaerow ireeis: that othi ru‘d K ‘lrll ' 1
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