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A M ooting o f tho F inance & Works Committee was h e ld  a t tho c lo s e  o f 
the above M eeting the Members p resent b e in g  the same as a t the 
S ta tu to ry  M eeting.

DERELICT S ITES .

Reference was made b y C o u n c il lo r  S in n o tt  to  the u n s ig h t lin e s s  o f some 
d e r e l ic t  s ite s  around the Town, as a r e s u lt  o f D e m o lit io n  Orders made 
b y  the C o rp o ra tio n  under the Housing A c ts , and the Town C le rk  was 
asked to  have a l i s t  made.

TRANSFER OF HOUSE.

M essrs. T . & R. W alsh, S o l i c i t o r s ,  on b e h a lf o f Mr. James F o x , S e lsk a r 
S tre e t  asked f o r  the p e rm iss io n  o f the C o rp o ra tio n  to  the t r a n s fe r  to  
Mr. Fox o f the house a t  D a v it t  Road, N o rth , b e in g  purchased by Mr. R obert 
S h o rt le  on the Tenant Purchase System, and i t  was unanim ously decided 
to  agree to  th is  t r a n s fe r .

WHITEMILL HOUSING CONTRACT.

W ith  re fe re n c e  to  M inutes o f the 16th January la s t  when the q u e s tio n  
o f the d e d u ctio n  from  M essrs. H. & A . H am ilton , C o n tra c to rs  f o r  the 
e re c t io n  o f 62 houses was under c o n s id e ra t io n , the fo l lo w in g  le t t e r  
was read  from  M essrs. H a m ilto n 's  S o l ic i t o r s  addressed to  the Town C le r k : -

6th March, 1939.

I .  Thorn ton  & Son. O f f ic e s :  C a th e d ra l Square,
S o l ic i t o r s  & N o ta r ie s  P u b lic .  WATERFORD.

27th F e b ru a ry , 1939.

R e f . l l/ C .3 l .
Re. W exford Housing C o n tra c t .
C la im  o f M essrs. H. & A. H m ilto n .

Dear S i r ,

Our c l ie n t s ,  M essrs. H. & A . H am ilton  o f Thomas S t re e t ,  
W a te rfo rd , have handed us the correspondence h e re in  to g e th e r w ith  a 
copy o f the C o n tra c t and  g e n e ra l c o n d it io n s , and have in s t ru c te d  us 
to  take up the m atte r w ith  you .

The C o n tra c t was f o r  the e re c t io n  o f 62 houses a t W h ite m ill 
Road, W exford , the c o n tra c t  p r ic e  b e in g  £20,938. The e n t ir e  c o n tra c t  
money has been p a id  to  our c l ie n t s  le s s  £1046. 18. 0 re te n t io n  money
and a sum of £490. 16. 0 w hich has been w ro n g fu lly  deducted. The
£490. 16. 0 is  made up o f 24 weeks a t £20. 9. 0. per week, b e in g  lo s s
w hichthe C o rp o ra tio n  c la im  to  have been s u ffe re d  b y them b y reason of
24 weeks d e la y  in  co m p le tin g  the c o n tra c t .  The c o n tra c ts  was to  be 
com pleted on the 8th of June 1938. Our c l ie n t s  say th a t the c o n tra c t  
was com pleted on the 5th o f September 1938 and th a t  the C le rk  o f W orks,
Mr. M i l l e r ,  was so in form ed on th a t day by Mr. Angus H am ilton  J n r .

Our c l ie n t s  d isp u te  the C o rp o ra tio n s  r ig h t  to  make any 
d ed u ction  in  re s p e c t o f d e la y  in  com p le tin g  the c o n t ra c t .  Any d e la y  in  
com p le tion  was due e n t i r e l y  to  a c tio n s  o f the C le rk  o f W orks, and the 
E n g in e e r, and our c l ie n t s  have g ive n  us d e ta ile d  p a r t ic u la r s  o f same 
w hich we do not co n s id e r necessary to  send you a t the moment, b u t m ere ly 
g iv e  you a ge n era l o u t l in e :

1. On one occasion  50 e x te rn a l door fram es were made and l e f t  
ready f o r  use . The C le rk  o f Works d id  n o t pass any 
comment on them u n t i l  th e y  were about to  be used s ix  
weeks a fte rw a rd s . He then re je c te d  the whole l o t .
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2 . On another occasion  129 aashes were assembled and r e ­
je c te d  by the C le rk  o f Works on the ground th a t the
m a te r ia l was d e fe c t iv e . Our c l ie n t s  were o b lig e d  to  
In te rv ie w  the Chairman and b th er members o f the Housing 
Department because the m a te r ia l was the v e ry  b e s t th a t 
co u ld  be ob ta ined  and, e v e n tu a lly ,  th e  En g in eer and the 
C le rk  o f Works passed these sashes s ifte r  h o ld in g  up the 
work f o r  s ix  weeks.

3. The C le rk  o f Works c o n t in u a l ly  h e ld  up the work f o r  one
reason o r o th e r . Timber would be b rou gh t on the job  
and be passed b y  him and assembled and l e f t  ready fo r  
use . He would then r e je c t  p a rts  o f the f in is h e d  
a r t i c le s ,  n o t f o r  bad workmanship, b u t on account o f 
the q u a l i t y  o f the m a te r ia l which he had a lre a d y  passed.

4. D e la y was caused because, when our c l ie n t s  a r r iv e d  a t  the
stage of p u t t in g  on the ro o fs ,  the methods s e t out in  
the s p e c if ic a t io n  f o r  f in is h in g  the eaves d id  n o t s u i t  
the En g in e er when he saw i t  f ix e d  in  p o s it io n .  He 
requested  our c l ie n t s  to  make an a lt e r a t io n  and asked f o r  
p r ic e s  f o r  the York which th e y gave him a t once. A 
d e la y  o f seven weeks was caused on th is  account a lo n e , 

v i z :  from  September 12th to  November 3rd 1937. T h is
caused d e la y  in  the p la s te r in g  w ork and , In s te a d  of 
b e in g  ab le  to  cimmence p la s te r in g  on the 1st September, th e y  
were n o t ab le  to  b e g in  u n t i l  the 8th o f November. I t  is  
w e l l  known in  the trad e  th a t i t  was alm ost im p o ss ib le  to  
ge t p la s te re rs  a t th a t tim e . Two o th e r b ig  b u i ld in g  
works were th e n  a ls o  in  o p e ra tio n  In  W exford and th e y  had 
absorbed p r a c t i c a l l y  a l l  the a v a ila b le  p la s te re rs  b e fo re  
our c l ie n t s  were ready to  employ them.

D e lay was a ls o  caused by the f i r s t  f lo o r in g  jo is t s  
s p e c if ie d  b e in g  to o  l i g h t ,  as a r e s u l t  o f which th e y  were 
kept w a it in g  f o r  s e v e ra l weeks b e fo re  th e y  g o t an o rd er 
from  the E n g in e e r to  f i t  e x t ra  j o i s t s ,  w hich th e y d id  
and were a llo w e d  as e x t ra s .

5 . The d e la y  in  g e t t in g  the p la s te r in g  done a ls o  h e ld  up the
p a in t in g ,  and our c l ie n t s  were unable t o  take on p a in te rs  
in  December and January as th e y  had p lanned, b u t th e y were 
o b lig e d  to  w a it  u n t i l  the month o f March vh ic h  is  the 
p a in te rs  ru sh  p e rio d  and th e y  had, th e re fo re , g re a t 
d i f f i c u l t y  In  g e t t in g  p a in te rs  at th a t  t im e , and i t  was
Im p o ss ib le  to  g e t as many as th e y  re q u ire d .

6. Our c l ie n t s  made a concrete  ro a d , whicch was n o t in c lu d e d
in  the c o n tra c t ,  and th e y d id  o th e r a d d it io n a l v o rk .

7. The fo u n d a tio n s  in  many cases had t o  be excavated  tw o
or th re e  fe e t  below  th a t shown on the draw ings and f i t t e d  
w ith  e x t ra  concre te  a t our c l ie n t s  expense.

D e la y  was caused b y the C le rk  o f Works from  the b e g in n in g , 
and our c l ie n t s ,  on s e v e ra l o cca s io n s , saw Alderman C o r is h , the Mayor of 
W exfo rd , and o th e r members o f the C o rp o ra tio n  and com plained o f these
d e la y s . They a ls o  com plained o f the d e la ys  to  the Chairman o f the
Housing Departm ent, and a ls o  to  Mr. M0y la n  the head o f th a t  Departm ent.

6th March, 1939.
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6th March, 1939.

These people w i l l  a l l  be summoned as w itnesses in  any le g a l  p roceedings 
w hich may be in s t i t u t e d .

We have to  say f i n a l l y  th a t  our c l ie n t s  w i l l  n o t subm it 
to  the d ed u ction  made from  the monies la w f u l ly  due to  them. The d e la y  
in  com p le tio n  was not t h e ir  f a u l t ,  b u t was due e n t i r e l y  to  the a c tio n s  
o f the C le rk  o f Works and the E n g in e e r, and the a d d it io n a l work done, 
and would have been a g re a t d ea l more had th ey n o t taken the steps above 
m entioned in  in te rv ie w in g  the Mayor o f Y/exford and the O f f i c ia ls  o f the 
Housing Departm ent.

W i l l  you p lease w r ite  us im m ediate ly and say whether o r 
n o t the C o rp o ra tio n  are prepared to  pay our c l ie n ts  the £490. 16. 0 
w ro n g fu lly  w ith h e ld . I f  n o t ,  th e y  s h a ll be o b lig e d  to  take the 
necessary steps to  en fo rce  payment.

(D ic .E .D .W .)  Yours f a i t h f u l l y ,

I . TH0RNT0NT0N.

The Town C le rk ,  
Town H a l l ,  W exford .

The Town C le rk  in t im a te d  th a t he had re fe r re d  the l e t t e r  to  the Borough 
S u rveyo r a sk in g  f o r  h is  o b se rva tio n s  and read the fo l lo w in g  com munication 
from  Mr. M c N a lly : -

P. K . M cN a lly , B .E . Town H a l l ,
Y/EXFORD.
6th March, 1939.

John. J .  B yrn e , E s q .,
Town C le rk ,  W exford .

W h ite m ill Housing Scheme (N o .2 .)

A C hara ,
re  l e t t e r  from  M essrs. I .  Th orn ton  & Son,

S o l i c i t o r s ,  Y/ate rfo rd .

I  have read the above l e t t e r  p u rp o r t in g  to  exonerate  
M essrs. H. & A . H am ilton  from  any blame in  the m atte r o f the se rio u s  
d e la y  in  p ro p e r ly  co m p le tin g  t h e ir  C o n tra c t f o r  the W h ite m ill Housing 
Scheme (N o .2 . ) .  I  am r e p ly in g  to  each paragraph numbered in  the l e t t e r  
as f o l lo w s : -

( l )  A t  the commencement o f the Scheme I  p o in te d  out to  the
C o n tra c to rs  and t h e i r  re p re s e n ta t iv e  th a t  I  p a r t i c u la r i l y  w ished 
to  have n o th in g  b u t b e s t q u a l i t y  m a te r ia ls  used, w ith  emphasis on 
the t im b e r. The in c id e n t  o f the 50 e x te rn a l door frames arose 
out o f the in s is ta n c e  o f the C o n tra c to r  th a t the tim ber in  same 
was good enough. T h e re fo re , the d e la y , i f  any, was caused by the 
n e g lig e n c e  o f h is  re p re s e n ta t iv e  in  a llo w in g  th e  frames to  be 
assembled from  d e fe c t iv e  m a te r ia ls .
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(2 ) H aving re g a rd  to  t h is  paragraph , one can note the 
im p lic a t io n  th a t  I  o r the C le rk  o f Works was con ten t to  a llo w  
the use o f d e fe c t iv e  m a te r ia l on re c e iv in g  re p re s e n ta tio n s  from  
the Chairman or o th e r Members of the Housing Board ( I  presume is  
m eant). T h is  is  a gross u n tru th . But one can see to  what 
le n g th s  M essrs. H. & A. H am ilton  were prepared to  go in  o rd e r
to  g e t away w ith  shoddy m a te ria ls  and workmanship.

The in c id e n t  o f the sashes occured as f o l lo w s : -
The C le rk  o f Works gave in s t ru c t io n s  th a t no jo in e r y  work 

was to  be g lued  up or f i x e d  u n t i l  f i n a l l y  in sp e c te d  by the
w r i t e r .  I ,  a long w ith  the C le rk  o f Works examined the sashes
in  qu e stio n  and re je c te d  c e r ta in  p o rt io n s  of the sashes as n o t 
b e in g  in  com pliance w ith  the S p e c if ic a t io n .  Consequent, on 
the making good of the d e fe c t iv e  m a te r ia ls  by sound s t u f f  the
129 sashes were passed as f i t  f o r  use.

(3 ) The C le rk  o f Works a c t in g  on my in s t ru c t io n s  was most 
assiduous in  the c a r r y in g  out of h is  d u t ie s . T h is  paragraph 
would read th a t  he d e l ib e r a te ly  h e ld  up the work f o r  f r iv o lo u s  
or non apparent reasons. From time to  tim e Mr. H. H am ilton  
made v e rb a l re p re s e n ta tio n s  to  t h is  e f fe c t  to  me, but I  always 
found th a t  the  C le rk  o f Wcrks never exceeded h is  in s t r u c t io n s  
in  re g a rd  to  in s p e c t io n  o f work done o r m a te r ia ls  s u p p lie d .

Fu rth e rm o re , th e re  i s  an a l le g a t io n  th a t  the C le rk  o f 
Works f i r s t  a llo w e d  d e fe c t iv e  m a te r ia ls  to  be used and th e n  
condemned the w ork . T h is  is  a m atter w hich M essrs. H. & A. 
H am ilton  may be c a lle d  on to  p rove .

(4 ) In  t h is  paragraph we have the a lle g a t io n s  th a t p la s te r in g
work wa3 h e ld  up f o r  seven weeks from  the 12th September, 1937,
to  November 3 rd , 1937. On the 13th September th e re  was one 
a p p re n tice  p la s te r e r  on the Scheme, engaged a t making concre te  
s i l l s .  A t  t h is  p e r io d  the ca rp e n te rs  were engaged on f i x i n g  
the r o o f in g  tim b er s of the more advanced b lo ck s  v i z :  B locks
1 to  8. D u rin g  t h is  p e r io d , I  had come to  an agreement v e r b a l ly  
w ith  the C o n tra c to rs  th a t a F a sc ia  Board shou ld  be used on the 
Scheme. Correspondence on the m atte r was p u re ly  w ith  a v iew  
to  f i x i n g  the a llow ance th a t  should  be made by way of an e x t ra .
As a m a tte r o f fa c t  in  October the o n ly  co n te n tio u s  m atter was 
the type o f g u t te r  b ra c k e t to  be used and what shou ld  be done
w ith  the b ra ck e ts  the C o n tra c to rs  a lle g e d  th e y  had procured
b ut d id  n o t p roduce. A t no tim e was th e re  any h o ld  up on the 
work caused b y  the a d d it io n  of a F a sc ia  Board .

H aving re g a rd  to  the d i f f i c u l t y  o f g e t t in g  p la s te r e r s ,  the 
m atte r o f the F a s c ia  Board d id  n o t p reven t the C o n tra c to rs  from  
g e t t in g  p la s te r e r s ,  b u t the f a c t  th a t a l l  lo c a l  men were a lre a d y  
employed on lo c a l  w orks. On the 18th O cotber the * C o n tra c to rs  
had 3 p la s te re rs  w o rk in g . On the 15th November sniayxgaaxtxn 
o n ly  1 p la s te r e r  was w o rk in g . In  fa c t  th e re  was no h o ld  up 
on my p a r t  as the  C o n tra c to rs  co u ld  have the  ro o fs  boarded and 
f e l t e d  and have c a r r ie d  out the in s id e  p la s te r in g  w ork  d u r in g  
th a t  p e r io d . F o r the In fo rm a tio n  o f the C o rp o ra tio n  i t  Is  w e ll  
to  p o in t  out th a t  these ro o fs  were to  be boarded and f e l t e d  in  
any e ve n t.

There was never any d e la y about the f lo o r in g  j o is t s ,  a l l  
f lo o r in g  jo is t s  were c a r r ie d  on c o rb e ls  and were n o t b u i l t  in  to  
the w a lls .  Fu rth e rm o re , i t  was found th a t  the f lo o r in g  jo is t s  
s u p p lie d  were in  f a c t  i f ” th ick n e ss  in s te a d  o f l i " ,  i t  was on 
th is  account I  thou gh t i t  a d v isa b le  to  in c re a se  the number o f 
f lo o r in g  jo is t s  in  the 3-Roomed Houses. The d e la y  i f  any, was 
caused by M essrs. H. & A. H am ilton  d is p u t in g  my f ig u r e s  re g a rd in g  
c o s t . To bear out my p o in t ,  I  w ish  to  s e t out some dates 
con ce rn in g  th is  a lle g e d  d e la y . The m atte r o f the jo is t s  was

6th March, 1939.
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(4 )co n td .

was f i r s t  d iscussed  between the C le rk  o f Works and the C o n tra c to rs 1 
re p re s e n ta t iv e  d u rin g  the la s t  week o f August 1937. On the 3rd 
September, 1937 as a r e s u lt  o f c o n v e rs a tio n s , I  had I  sent the 
C o n tra c to rs  a w r it te n  o rd e r to  do the e x tra  work a t an agreed sum.
As a m a tte r o f fa c t  1 st f l o o r  jo is t s  were la id  in  some of the more 
advanced b lo ck s  b e fo re  the 31st A u gu st, 1937.

(5 ) Here aga in  we f in d  th a t even the p a in t in g  is  a lle g e d  to  
have been h e ld  up b y  ray a c tio n s  or those o f the C]e r k  o f Works.
In  November and December two p a in te rs  were w o rk in g  on th e  Scheme.
In  Ja n u a ry , F e b ru a ry , and March, and up to  the m iddle o f A p r i l  
o n ly  two p a in te rs  were w ork in g  on the Scheme. That i s  d u rin g  
the o rd in a ry  s la c k  p e r io d  f o r  p a in te rs  o n ly  two p a in te rs  were 
w ork in g  w h i ls t  a f t e r  t h is  date the number co u ld  be in cre a se d  to  
fo u r  and la t e r  on th e re  were seven p a in te rs  w o rk in g . In  f a c t ,
I  was approached b y  a lo c a l  p a in t in g  C o n tra c to r  e a r ly  in  1938 to  
le a rn  i f  I  would agree to  a s u b -c o n tra c t , and I  expressed my 
w il l in g n e s s  to  f a c i l i t a t e  M essrs. H. & A . H am ilton  in  th is  re s p e c t.

(6 ) M essrs. H am ilton  t r ie d  u n s u c c e s s fu lly  to  evade the n e c e s s ity
o f c o n c re t in g  p o r t io n  o f the W h ite m ill Roadway, and I  have 
ra th e r  le n g th y  correspondence on the m a tte r. T h is  item  was 
f i r s t  questioned  b y  the C o n tra c to rs  on the 8th June, 1938, and 
e v e n tu a lly  th e y c a r r ie d  out the w ork . However, t h is  cannot be 
put fo rw a rd  as an excuse f o r  not com p le ting  the c o n tra c t  on th e  
s p e c if ie d  d a te , v i z :  the 8th June, 1938, as the p o r t io n  o f the
road  was c ompleted b e fo re  the work on the houses was s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  
com pleted. In  f a c t ,  th e re  i s  s t i l l  some p a in t in g  work to  be 
c a r r ie d  o u t.

(7 ) M essrs. H. & A . H am ilton  seem to  th in k  th a t the e xa ct 
depth o f the fo u n d a tio n s  f o r  each house shou ld  be shown on the 
P la n s , see in g  th a t th e y  com plain o f do ing  work on the fo u n d a tio n s  
e x t ra  to  th a t  shown on the d raw in gs . N a tu r a l ly  such would be 
im p ra c tic a b le  in  a Scheme of any s iz e  owing to  the v a r ia b le  
n a tu re  o f the  s u b s o il .  However, I  never re c e iv e d  any demand f o r  
e x t ra  payment f o r  such w ork.

H aving re g a rd  to  the n e xt paragraph where the C le rk  o f 
Works appears to  be named as the p r in c ip a l  cause o f the d e la y , 
w e l l ,  the C le rk  o f Works was a t a l l  tim es in  touch w ith  me from  
day to  day and I  take f u l l  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y  f o r  h is  a c t io n s . He 
c a r r ie d  out h is  work in  thorough fa s h io n  and in  so do in g  was 
a c t in g  in  the b e s t in te re s ts  of h is  em ployers -  the W exford
C o rp o ra t io n . I  d id  re c e iv e  v e rb a l re p re s e n ta tio n s  from  the
L . G. D epartm ent's  In s p e c to r , Mr. S c o t t ,  th a t i t  wa3 con s idered  
as a r e s u lt  o f re p re s e n ta tio n s  made by the C o n tra c to rs  th a t the 
C le rk  o f Works was exceed ing  h is  d u tie s  by w r i t in g  le t te rs f to  the 
C o n tra c to rs . I  had g iv e n  Mr. M i l la r  in s t r u c t io n s  to  w r ite  to  
the C o n tra c to rs ' R e p re se n ta tive  p o in t in g  out d e fe c ts  o r i r r e g u la r ­
i t i e s  coming to  h is  n o t ic e .  I t  i s  always b e t te r  to  have a re c o rd
o f any d e a lin g s  w ith  C o n tra c to rs  in  m atters  o f th is  s o r t ,  and I
m a in ta in  I  was p e r f e c t ly  ju s t i f ie d  in  is s u in g  such in s t r u c t io n s .
I  never re c e iv e d  any re p re s e n ta tio n s  from  the Mayor o r any o th e r 
iuember o f the C o rp o ra tio n  on th is  o r any o th e r m atte r connected 
w ith  the C o n tra c t . In  any case, I  would t r e a t  such re p re s e n ta tio n s  
as c o n f id e n t ia l  u n less  th e y  were i r r e g u la r .  I  never had any 
communication from  Mr. Moylan of the Housing Department o r the 
the Chairman o f the Hou sin g  Board. In  any case no in d iv id u a l 
has any a u th o r it y  to  in t e r fe r e  w ith  the A r c h ite c t  o r En g in eer 
re s p o n s ib le  f o r  the  c a r r y in g  out o f a Housing C o n tra c t f o r  a Lo ca l 
A u t h o r i t y .

6th March, 1939.
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To con clu de , I  would add my ad vice  to  yo u rs  th a t the 
C o rp o ra tio n  are p e r f e c t ly  ju s t i f ie d  in  w ith h o ld in g  £490. 16. 0 
in  accordance w ith  the terms o f the C o n tra c t .

M ise , le  meas,

P. C. Mac An F a i lg ig .

Borough S u rve yo r.

When he (Town C le rk )  had read the correspondence and had e xp la in e d  
some p o in ts  to  the Members he s ta te d  th a t in  h is  o p in io n , the time 
had now come when t h is  m atte r shou ld  be d e a lt  w ith  the S o l i c i t o r  as to  
w hether or n o t th e y were le g a l l y  e n t i t le d  to  make the deductions th e y  
c la im ed under M essrs. H am iltons Bond and C o n tra c t. The su g g e s tio n  o f 
the Town C le rk  was agreed to  th a t  the m atter be now re fe r re d  to  the 
C o rp o ra tio n  S o l i c i t o r .

HOUSE--FAYTHE.

C o n s id e ra tio n  o f the q u e s tio n  o f a house a t the Faythe occupied b y 
Thomas Dolan was ad journed  to 'e n a b le  the Town C le rk  to  in te rv ie w  
Dolan w ith  the o b je c t  o f h a v in g  him g iv e  an assurance to  the C o rp o r­
a t io n  th a t he would t r y  to  make the house f i t  f o r  human h a b ita t io n  f o r  
h im s e lf  and h is  own fa m ily  and would n o t s u b - le t  any p o r t io n  o f i t  a t 
any t im e .

HOUSE -  GRATTAN TERRACE.

W ith  re fe re n c e  to  M inutes o f la s t  M eeting when the q u e s tio n  o f the 
house a t G ra tta n  Te rra ce  occupied b y  Thomas Barnes was under c o n s id e ra t io n , 
M r. Barnes under date o f the 6th in s ta n t  in tim a te d  th a t h is  reason f o r  
a sk in g  to  purchase the house was th a t he in tended  to  occupy and l i v e  
in  i t .
The C o rp o ra tio n  c a r e f u l l y  considered  th is  m atte r and were o f o p in io n  
th a t i f  Mr. Barnes was ea rnest in  h is  d e s ire  to  purchase the house 
s o le ly  f o r  h is  own use th a t he would im m ed ia te ly  reoccupy i t  and n o t
w a it  u n t i l  the C o rp o ra tio n  agreed to  s e l l  i t  to  him . So i t  was
decided  to  in fo rm  him th a t the C o rp o ra tio n  were s t i l l  w ith o u t in fo rm a tio n  
s ta t in g  th a t  M r. Barnes and h is  fa m ily  were g o in g  to  re s id e  in  the 
house, and in  the c ircu m stan ces , the C o rp o ra tio n  demanded th a t he
e ith e r  occupy the house w ith in  seven days, or g iv e  up the k e y.

HOJSE -  ST. JOHN'S ROAD.

M essrs. Huggard, Brennan & G o d fre y , S o l i c i t o r s ,  w rote r e f e r r in g  to  the 
n o t ic e  to  q u it  w hich had been served  on P a t r ic k  Donovan, S t .  JQhn’ s 
Road, f o r  non-paym ent o f r e n t ,  and p o in te d  out th a t Mr. Donovans house 
was in  a v e ry  bad c o n d it io n  and ask ing  the Town C le rk  to  d e fe r proceed ings 
u n t i l  the re p a irs  asked b y Donovan had been c a r r ie d  out when the r e n t  
would be p a id .
In  th is  case i t  was decided to  p o in t out to  the S o l ic i t o r s  th a t  a 
co n s id e ra b le  amount of money had a lre a d y  been spent on t h is  house in  
c a r r y in g  out re p a irs  and th a t the dampness was due to  what was known 
as 1permanent co n d e n sa tio n ’ and v h ic h  was v e ry  difficult, i f  not 
a lto g e th e r  im p o ss ib le  to  cure. The Corporation were doing everything 
in  t h e i r  power to  remedy the d e fe c ts , and in  the c ircu m sta n ce s , they 
thou gh t the re n t  should be p a id  and cou ld  n o t agree to d e fe r proceed ings 
in  the case, pending the c a r r y in g  out o f r e p a ir s .

6th March, 1959.
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HOUSE -  O'CONNELL AVENUE.

A com p la in t re g a rd in g  the damp c o n d it io n  o f a house a t O 'C o n n e ll 
Avenue, occup ied  b y  C o u n c il lo r  M cGuire, was a ls o  made, and the 
Borough S u rveyo r was In s t ru c te d  to  c a r r y  out an experim ent on one
o f the rooms v i t h  a v iew  to  im p ro v in g  the c o n d it io n  o f the house.

OVERDRAFT.

The Town C le rk  asked f o r  p e rm iss ion  to  seek sa n ctio n  to  O v e rd ra ft 
accommodation on the O rd in a ry  Account in  the sum of £2,500 up to  the
31st in s ta n t .  T h is  p e rm iss ion  was g ra n te d .

ALLOTMENTS.

I t  wq.s re p o rte d  th a t the estim ated  co st in  the p ro v is io n  o f a llo tm e n ts  
f o r  the 1939 season wouldbe £13. 7. 0 and the economic re n t £1. 3. 3 
per p lo t ,  so i t  was agreed to  reduce th is  to  a nom inal re n t  o f l / -  
f o r  unemployed persons and the names of the tw e lve  a p p lic a n ts  f o r  the 
John S tre e t  p lo ts  as subm itted  were approved.

6th March, 1959.
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A Meeting of the Special Rates Committee was held this day at the 
Town Clerk’s Office, Town Hall, Wexford, at half-past seven o’clocfck 
P.m.
The Members present being:-
Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, (in the Chair) with Alderman Walsh, 

Councillors: Thomas Buckland, and Thomas Hayes.
ESTIMATES.

The Meeting had been convened to consider the Rate Estimates 
prepared by the Town Clerk for the year 1939-40, and each Member, 
prior to the Meeting, had been supplied with a c opy of the 
Statement of Estimated Receipts and Expenditure; Estimates of 
Town Rates necessary to be raised; together with an explanatory 
memorandum by the Town Clerk.
The figures as submitted by the Town Clerk shov/ed that the Town 
Rates for the coming year would have to be increased by 1s. 4d. 
in the pound. A Copy of the Estimates and Statements above 
referred to will be found appended to the Minutes of the Corpor­
ation on the 2 0th instant, so that details of the estimates are 
not given in these Minutes.
The Members carefully examined each of the services as submitted 
by the Town Clerk.
In the Water Rate Estimate it was suggested that a reduction of
2d. in the pound should be made by reducing the amount for
maintenance by« £80 and the wages of the ffiurncock by £70. As 
regards the latter deduction, it was 'pointed out in support to 
the suggestion to reduce it, that he spent a considerable amount 
of his time carrying out repairs to Artizans Dwellings in the way 
of repairing water pipes, eave shoots, etc. and that some of his 
tine should be charged to this service. As regards the maintenance- 
the amount had been increased from £ 1 0 0 to £ 2 0 0 per annum as £ 1 0 0  
was not sufficient to maintain the system in a proper manner, more 
especially, having regard to the extra cost in keeping the
chlorinator and ammoniator working. These two deductions of £150
would enable the Water Rate Estimate to be reduced by 3d. in the 
pound, and would keep it at the same rate as last year.
Before coming to a decision, however, on this matter, the Committee 
decided to meet again on the 20th instant at 6.45. p.m. to enable 
them to make a final examination of the Estimates.
Arising out of the increase in the estimate for repairs to Artizans 
Dwellings, and the amount of painting which should be done, the 
Tom Clerk intimated that of the £1 , 0 0 0 included in the Estimates 
he was prepared to allow £ 3 0 0 of it to be earmarked for painting.
As regards the Housing Estimate, a lengthy discussion took place, 
on the subject of the rents charged for the Artizans Dwellings, 
and the Town Clerk intimated that the rents of their houses were 
based on rate calculations varying from 15s.1d. to 18s.0d. in the 
pound, whereas, the Rate for 1938/39 was £1. 0. 8 in the pound, 
and for 1939/40 it would possibly be 2 2s.
If the rents of the houses were adjusted in accordance with the 
upward movement of the Rates, the Corporation could increase 
their revenue by over £500 per annum. In this connection it v/as 
also pointed out that in the current year the Town Clerk had 
estirrated to receive £225 from Artizans Dwellings far Scavenging*
This would represent an allround .increase in the rents of the 
Corporation houses (exclusive of those at present paying 2d. per 
week for Scavenging) of 2d. pel* week.

10th March, 1939.
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10th March, 1939.
Although he had included this sum under the head of Scavenging 
it was distinctly understood that no special charge was being 
made for this service, the amount of £225 being merely an 
estimate of what the scavenging of Corporate property would 
cost and was included in the receipt side of the Scagenging 
service, with the object of showing the net cost thereof.
If the Corporation persisted in not adjusting the rents of their 
houses in accordance with the upward trend of the rate, it would 
be necessary to further increase the rate In the pound of the 
Borough Hate by 3d.
The Members of the Committee thought it was only right that the 
reiits of the Artizans Dwellings hhould be increased in accordance 
with the upward movement of the Rates, but were not inclindd 
recommend a bigger increase than 2d. each per week.
Every effort was made to see if it was possible to further reduce 
tho rate estimate, in addition to the suggested reduction of the 
Water Rate, but no member could point to any item in the estimates 
v/hich could be altered, and eventually it was decided to make 
final ddcisions at the Committee Meeting on the 2 th instnnt.

The Secretary of the Wexford Branch of the Irish Local Government 
Officials Union applied on behalf of Miss K. Lacey, Typist, in 
the Town Clerk's Office, to have her placed on the salary scale 
paid to the Co. Council Typists. This was by annual increments 
of £5 to a m&ximum of £156 per annum.
In reply to a'query, the Town Clerk stated that Miss Lacey's 
salary of £104 per annum had been fixed in 1937 and that she 
had always given entire satisfaction in the discharge of her 
duties, so the Committee unanimously decided to recommend the 
Corporation to change the salary fixed from £104 to a maximum 
scale salary of £104 by annual increments of £5 to a maximum 
of £156 per annum.

Arising out of the amount included for the renewal of Watermains, 
etc., in the B0rough, during the coming 12 months, the Borough 
Surveyor was asked to examine the question of providing a new 
sewer at Summerhill; Talbot Street; and Green Street to Brtde 
Street as soon as possible.

A Meeting of the Special Rates Committee was held this day at the 
Town Clerk's Office, at 6.45. p.m.
The Members present being:-

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, (in the Chair') with Alderman Walsh,

With reference to Minutes of the 10th instant when the Rate Estimates 
for 1939-40 were under consideration, it was now decided to recommend 
the Corporation to reduce the Town Clerk's Estimate for the Water 
Rate by 2 d. in the pound. This could be accomplished

20th March, 1939.

Councillors: Thomas Buckland and James Billington.
ESTIMATES.
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by reducing the amount allowed for the wages of the Turncock 
from £ 2 0 0 to £130 as there was a considerable amount of his 
time spent on the renewal of Watermains at various times of 
the year, and, on the Maintenance of Artizans Dwellings. As 
well, as this reduction of £70 a further reduction of £80 was 
to be made in the amount allowed for General Maintenance which 
estimate had been increased by the Town Clerk from £ 1 0 0 to £2 0 0 . 
These two items accounted for a reduction in the Water Rate of 
2d. in the pound. The remaining estimates were again carefully 
considered and the only place where a saving could be suggested 
was in No. 6 for the Maintenance of Roads and Footpaths. The 
estimate included a sum of £ 2 3 0 for the purchase of a concrete 
mixer and it was suggested that this should be obtained by way 
of Loan for a period of five years.
The Town Clerk, however, objected to this proposal on the ground 
that it v/as not good finance to be borrowing for these small 
amounts. In the present case, if this loan were borrowed for 
five years there would be just £ 3 0 interest paid in that period 
and hfei thought that even if it meant a rate of just 3d. in the 
pound, it was just as well to include it in the current years 
rates. The Members, hov/ever, were very anxious to take the 
extra 2d. off the Town Clerk’s estimate so that the net increase 
v/ould only be 1s. in the pound, and eventually, they decided to 
recommend the Corporation to raise this sum by way of loan for 
a period of three years from the Treasurer, thus reducing the 
Rate in lieu of Co. Cess by 2d. in the pound.
With reference to the paragraph in the Town Clerk's report 
dealing with the rents of the Artizans Dwellings it was decided 
to make the following recommendation: "that the rents of all
Artizans Dwellings(except the newly erected houses at Whitemill 
and those houses where the tenants paid their own rates) be 
increased by 2d. per week as from the 1st April, and, that the 
Committee be authorised by the Corporation to examine the rents 
charged for all Corporation houses and to make any recommendation 
they considered necessary.”
^he Meeting then separated.

(2) 20th M a r c h ,  1939.

20th March, 1939*
A Special Meeting of the Corporation was held this day (pursuant 
to the Mayor’s requisition) at the Towi Clerk’s Office, Town Hall, 
Y/exford, at half-past seven o’clock p.m. to consider the Rate 
Estimates for the year 1939-40 together v/ith Committee recommend - 
ations in reference thereto.
The Members present were:-

Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, (in the Chair)
Aldermen: Thomas V/alsh, Robert Coffey, and Patrick Tobin. 

Councillors: James Murphy, Nicholas Connolly, Patrick Atkins, 
Jas. Billington, Thos. Buckland, Robert Moran, 
Thos. Byrne, Phillip iVicGuire, Jas. Crosbie, Jas. 
Sinnott, Patrick ^awkins, Timothy Cashman, a nd 
Thomas oDunne.

The Town Clerk’s Statement of Estimated Receipts and Expenditure: 
Estimates of Town Rates (other than Poor Rate)required to be raised 
in the Financial Year 1939-40 together with an explanatory memor 
andum was circulated amongst the Members with a Notice convening 
the Meeting and a copy is attached hereto.
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BOROUGH OF WEXFORD.

Town C le r k ’ s O f f ic e ,  
Town H a ll,W e x fo rd  

14th March, 1939

A Chara,
In presenting to you the (A) Statement of Estimated 

Recdipts and Expenditure for, and (B) the Estimates of Town 
Rates (other than Poor Rate) required to be raised in the 
Financial Year from 1 st April, 1939, to 31st March, 1940, I 
regret it has been found necessary to increase the total 
Rate in the £ of the Town Rates from Eleven Shillings and 
Eightpence in 1938/39 to thirteen Shillings in the coming 
year - an increase of one shilling and fourpence in the 
Pound.

The Statement and Estimates were carefully 
considered by the Special Rates Committee at a recent 
Meeting, and although they have not yet arrived at definite 
decisions, they hope to be in a position, at the Meeting 
due to he held on the 20TH instant, to make recommendations 
to the Corporation, the effect of which would be to reduce 
the Rate in the Pound of the Estimate now submitted.

The following comparative Table of the Rate in the 
Pound for the different Services in respect of the Current 
and ensuing Financial Years shows under which headings 
the Increases or decreases in the Estimate occur, and the 
cause of such alterations under various sub-heads is 
dealt with seriatim after the Table.

.5.
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SERVICE. RATE FOR 
1938/39 

PENCE IN THE £.
RATE FOR 
1939/40 
PENCE IN THE £.

1 , Housing* 8 * 0 0 15“ 20
2 , Graveyards 2 * 00 2-60
3 e Markets, etc, 1-24 •95
4. Vocational Education 7 ° 90 7c 80
5. Scavenging* 18-20 18^78
6 . Streets. Etc,. 39-62 45- 06
7. Public Health, t̂c* 23.28 23.30
8 . Fire Brigade 2-90 3*68
9, Waterworks. 00 J o o 2 0 * 0 0

co 
____

td.._

General Administration 18-86 18-54
!ll.j Miscellaneous *09

TOTALS 140'- 00 156* 00

NO, 1. HOUSING:
The estimated loss on this Service for the year 1939/40 is 

£1447 as against £722 in 1938/39 - an increase of £725 which is 
represented by an increased rate of 7 -*20 pence in the pound, 
bringing the total estimated cost of Housing in the coming year 
to 15-20 pence in the pound ■>

The estimated expenditure is up from £11.802 to £12,762 - an 
increase of £960, and the estimated receipts are increased from 
£11.080 to £11,315 - an increase of £235, which makes the net 
increase of £725 in the cost of the service*

As regards the increased expenditure - repayment and interest 
on Loans Is up by £471 which is due to full provision having to 
be made for the repayment of the Loan for the Vi/hiterock View 
Scheme; the Supplementary Loan to complete the Maudlintown 
Scheme; the now Schemes at William Street, Etc.: and the
development of the Green Street Site-
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The allowance for Maintenance and Repair has been increased 
by £400 to £1.000, and is necessary in view of the increasing 
number of houses maintained by the Corporation. At the present 
time the Corporation have 542 let to weekly tenants; 4l sold 
on the Tenant-purchase System, in addition to 20 sold out-and-out, 
making a total of 603 houses provided — • 469 of which have been 
erected since 1922. As woll, during the past twelve months 
demands have been made from time to time by several members to 
have painting work carried out on Artisans Dwellings and the 
increased provision under this Head will enable some of the 
houses to be done in the coming Financial Year*

The Rates increase of £184>is under two Heads3 viz,
Poor Rato £103 and Town Rates £81, Owing to an increase in the 
Poor Rate Demand by the County Council last year, the amount 
included v/as insufficient and the Estimate for the coming year 
is based on a Poor Rate, the same as 1938/39, of 9/- in the £•
The Town Rates increase is due to the general rate increase for 
next year.

I consider it my duty at this period to again direct your 
attention to the provisions of tho Local Government (Rates on 
Small Dwellings) Act, 1928; which Act makes it obligatory on the 
Corporation to adjust the rents of their houses each year in 
accordance with the upward or downward trend of the Rates^
Various Local Government Auditors have called attention to this 
matter from year to year, and iji view of the substantial increase 
in the past few years. I respectfully suggest that the time has now 
arrived to adjust the rents of tho Corporation Houses in 
accordance v;ith the terms of the Statute- No increase has been 
made in these Rents since 1929. and in the case of new houses 
the rents of which have been fixed since tfhat date, such rents 
included a sum for rates based on the rate in the pound current 
in the year when they were fixed*
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The Estimated increase in Rents is from the 62 houses at 
Whiterock View, together with the houses in course of erection 
at William Street and Davitt Road, North,

The subsidy to be received under the Housing Act of 1932 

shows a decrease of £275 for the reason that in the year 
1938/39, I estimated on receiving arrears of subsidy due from 
previous years, which I actually did receive# Generally 
speaking, the Increased charge for Housing next year is due to 
the Whitemill SchemcJ the development of the Green Street 
Site; and increased provision for maintenance*
NO, 2. GRAVEYARDS:

Shows an increase of £74 which is *60 of a Penny in the 
Pound. This is due to provision being made for the cost 
of removing trees in'the intra mural graveyards, which work 
was decided on in 1938 and is now being carried out.
NO. 3. MARKETS & OTHER CORPORATE PROPERTY:

Show a slight decrease due to increased revenue from 
Market Tolls and Stalls*
NO. 4. VOCATIONAL EDUCATION:

Shows an increase of £24 in the Annual Contribution to 
the Town of Wexford Vocational Education Committee, but is 
offset by the increased amount produced by the Rate in the 
Pound, which shows a decrease of f10 pence.
NO. 5. SCAVENGING:

Shows a slight increase. As the system to be operated 
for the year 1939/40 is new and provides for a general system 
of Domestic Scavenging. I do not think it would be competent 
for me to comment on it at this stage- After a year or so 
of its operation, we shall be better able to judge its worth 
and compare it with the old system.

(4)
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No. 6 . MAINTENANCE OF STREETS, ROADS AND FOOTPATHS:- Shows an 
increaso of 5«44 penco in the £.

T h o  i n c r e a s e d  c o s t  o f  t h i s  s e r v i c e  is almost entirely 
d u o  t o  p r o v i s i o n  h a v i n g  t o  b o  m a d e  e a c h  y e a r  for t h e  Corporation's 
C o n t r i b u t i o n  t o w a r d s  t h e  c o s t  o f  R e l i e f  W o r k s ,  a s  J i ^ a n t s  will not 
b o  a l l o c a t e d  u n l e s s  t h o  L o c a l  A u t h o r i t i e s  r a i s e  t h e i r  contributions 
i n  t h o  R a t e s .

j ' o r  t h o  y e a r  1 9 3 9 / 4 0  Y / e x f o r d  C o r p o r a t i o n  a r e  a s k e d  t o  

c o n t r i b u t e  £ 9 6 5  ( t h e  s a m e  a s  i n  1 9 3 8 / 3 9 )  t o w a r d s  S c h e m e s  c o s t i n g  

£ 7 , 3 5 0 .  T h i s  r e p r e s e n t s  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  13% o f  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h o

S c h e m e s .  I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h i s  s u m  o f  £ 9 6 5  p r o v i s i o n  h ° s  t o  b e

m a d e  f o r  t h e  £ 4 8 3  w h i c h  i t  w a s  a g r e e d  i n  J a n u a r y  l a s t  s h o u l d  b o  

r a i s o d  i n  t h o  R a t o s  f o r  1 9 3 9 / 4 0  s o  a s  t o  q u a l i f y  f o r  t h e  s u p p l o m e n t Q  

a r y  G r a n t  o f  £ 3 . 0 2 2  t h e n  o f f e r e d .

T h o  i n c r e a s e d  e x p e n d i t u r e  u n d e r  t h e  h e a d  o f  G r a n t s  i s  

t h e r e f o r e  £ . ' -83  f o r  t h o  S u p p l e m e n t a r y .

L o a r .  R e p a y m e n t s  r r e  d o w n  b y  £ 1 1 6  d u e  t o  n o r m a l  

r e d u c t i o n s  a n d  t h e  T r a n s f e r  o f  L i a b i l i t y  f o r  t h e  M o r r i s  L o r r y  

L o a n  t o  S c a v e n g i n g .

T h o  c o s t  o f  o p e r a t i n g  r h e  M o r r i s  L o r r y  f o r  1 9 3 9 / 4 0  i s  

d i v i d e d  b e t w e e n  M a i n t e n a n c e  o f  S t r e e t s  a n d  S c a v e n g i n g  f o r  t h e»

C u r r e n t  Y e a r  a n d  m a k e s  a  f u r t h e r e d u c t i o n  o f  £ 6 5 .

T h e  r e d u c t i o n  i n  R e c e i p t s  i s  a c c o u n t e d  f o r  c j "  tho 
t r a n s f e r  o f  £ 1 2 ,  1 0 .  0 .  o f  t h o  H a r b o u r  B o a r d  C o n t r i b u t i o n  to 
t h o  c r e d i t  o f  S c a v e n g i n g .  P r o v i s i o n  i s  a l s o  m a d e  i n  the 
E s t i m a t e  f o r  t h o  s u m  o f  £ 2 5 0  t o p u r c h a s o  a  H i g h  D i s c h a r g e  C o n c r e t e  

M i x e r  w h l c  h  m a c h i n e  i s  a b s o l u t e l y  e s s e n t i a l  to e n a b l e  the l a r g e  

a m o u n t  o f  c o n c r e t e  s t r e e t  w o r k s  t o  b e  e f f i c i e n t l y  c a r r i o d  out.
W e r e  i t  n o t  f o r  t h o  S u p p l e m e n t a r y  G r a n t  C o n t r i b u t i o n  

a n d  t h o  p u r c h a s e  o f  t h o  C o n c r e t e  M i x e r  i t  v / o u l d  have b o o n  possible 
t o  r e d u c e  t h o  F a t e  f c r  S t r e e t s  b y  a p p r o x i m a t e l y  twopence in the £.

(5)
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NO. 7. PUBLIC HEALTH AND SOCIAL SERVICES remain at the same 
level, there being practically no change in the Rate in the £.

T h e r e  a r e ,  h o w e v e r ,  a  n u m b e r  o f  c h a n g o s  i n  t h e  v a r i o u s  

I t e m s .  L o a n  c h a r g e s  a r e  u p  b y  £ 6 0 ,  s a l a r y  i n c r e a s e s  £ 1 0 ,  P u b l i c  

L i g h t i n g  £ 30 ; a n d  I  am a s k i n g  a  f u r t h e r  £ 5 0  f o r  t h e  p r o v i s i o n  

o f  S c h o o l  M e a l s ,  m a k i n g  a  t o t a l  i n c r e a s e  o f  £ 1 5 0 .  T h e  c h a n g e  

i n  t h o  s y s t e m  o f  M e a t  I n s p e c t i o n  w i l l  r e d u c e  t h e  E x p e n d i t u r e  b y  

£ 3 5 8 ,  b u t  t h e r e  w i l l  b o  a  c o r r e s p o n d i n g  l o s s  o f  £ 3 1 9  i n  R e v e n u e ,  

s o  t h a t  t h e  n o t  i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  e x p e n d i t u r e  w i l l  b e  £ 1 1 1 .  O f  

t h i s  £ 2 5  e x t r a  w i l l  b e  r e c o u p e d  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  S c h o o l  M e a l s  a n d  

£ 2  : 1 0 .  0  e x t r a  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  s a l a r y  i n c r e a s e ,  s o  t h a t  t h e  n e t  

i n c r e a s e  i n  t h e  c o s t  o f  t h e  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  s e r v i c e s  i s  £ 8 3 .

T h i s  s u m  i s  o f f s e t  b y  t h e  i n c r e a s e d  a m o u n t  p r o d u c e d  

b y  t h o  R a t e  I n  t h e  £  w h i c h  r e m a i n s  a t  p r a c t i c a l l y  t h e  s a m e  

f i g u r e  a s  1 9 3 8 / 3 9 ,

N O .  8 .  F I R E  B R IG A D E  i s  i n c r e a s e d  b y  £ 9 0  d u e  a l m o s t  e n t i r e l y  t o  

t h e  n o w  F i r e  S t a t i o n  a n d  F i r e m e n s  H o u s e s  b o i n g  e r e c t e d  a t  D a v i t t

R o a d .

N O .  9 . WATERWORKS: -  F o r  t h o  f i r s t  t i m e  i n  a  n u m b e r  o f  y e a r s  

i t  h a s  b e e n  f o u n d  n e c e s s a r y  t o  i n c r e a s e  t h i s  R a t e  a n d  i t  i s  d u e  

t o  p r o v i s i o n  b e i n g  m a d e  f o r  r e p a y m e n t  o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  L o a n  w h i c h  

w i l l  b e  r e q u i r e d  i n  t h e  c o m i n g  y e a r  f o r  t h e  p r o p o s e d  e x t e n s i o n  

o f  t h e  W a t e r  S y s t e m .  A s  w e l l ,  i n c r e a s e d  p r o v i s i o n  h a s  b e e n  

m a d e  f o r  t h e  G e n e r a l  M a i n t e n a n c e  o f  t h e  S y s t e m .

N o . 1 0 .  T h e  a m o u n t  r e q u i r e d  f o r  G e n e r a l  A d m i n i s t r a t i o n  i s  £ 6 7  

m o r e  t h a n  l a s t  y e a r  d u e  t o  n o r m a l  s a l a r y  i n c r e m e n t s  a n d  t o  t h e  

n e c e s s i t y  o f  i n c l u d i n g  u n d e r  t h i s  h e a d  t h e  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  T o w n  

S e r g e a n t ’ s S a l a r y  f o r m e r l y  c h a r g e d  t o  S c a v e n g i n g  f o r  h i s  w o r k  

o f  c o l l e c t i n g  t h o  D u s t b i n  F e e s ,  e t c .

N o .  1 l .  M IS C E L L A N E O U S .

U n d e r  t h i s  h e a d  I  h a v e  i n c l u d e d  a n  e x t r a  £10 for the 
I r i s h  t o u r i s t  A s s o c i a t i o n ,  c o n s e q u e n t  o n  an appeal b y  t h e  Minister 
f o r  L o c a l  G o v e r n m e n t  a n d  P u b l i c  H e a l t h  for additional support 
for t h i s  B o d y .©: Wexford Borough Council



From a perusal of the foregoing together with the 
Statements and Estimates appended hereto it will be gathered 
that the principal increases (those over a penny in the £) arc 
H o u s i n g ;  Streets, a n d  Waterworks, while the principal reduction 
is Streets a n d  P a t h s ,

i n  my r e p o r t  l a s t  y e a r  I  p o i n t e d  o u t  t h a t  t h o  then 
r e l i e f  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  H o u s i n g  w a s  o n l y  t e m p o r a r y ,  d u e  t o  f u l l  

p r o v i s i o n  n e t  h a v i n g  t o  b e  m a d e  f o r  r e p a y m e n t  o f  t h e  L o a n  for 
t h e  W h i t e r o c k  V i e w  H o u s e s .

I  s h o u l d  a g a i n  l i k e  t o  p o i n t  o u t  t h a t  t h e  E s t i m a t e d .  

E x p e n d i t u r e  h a s  b o o n  r e d u c e d t o  t h o  v e r y  m i n i m u m  t h a t  w i l l  allow 
o f  t h o  M u n i c i p a l  S e r v i c e s  b e i n g  e f f i c i e n t l y  a d m i n i s t e r e d  d u r i n g  

t h e  n e x t  T w e l v e  M o n t h s . ,  a n d  e s t i m a t e d  r e c e i p t s  h a v e  b e e n  p l a c e d  

a t  t h o  . . i g h c s t  p o s s i b l e  f i g u r e .  O n l y  E x p e n d i t u r e  a c t u a l l y  

e s t i m a t e d  f o r  c a n  b e  i n c u r r e d  d u r i n g  c h e  e n s u i n g  y e a r  a n d  t h o  

v a r i o u s  s e r v i c e s  m u s t  b o  k e p t  w i t h i n  t h e  l i m i t s  n o w  s e t  f o r t h .

I f  a n y  m e m b e r  h a s  a n y  w o r k s  i n  m i n d  w h i r h  h e  c o n s i d e r s  s h o u l d  b o  

c a r r i e d  o u t  i n  t h e  F i n a n c i a l  F e r i o d  e n s u i n g  a n d  w h i c h  a r e  n o t  

e m b o d i e d  i n  t h e  e s t i m a t e s  n o w  p r e s e n t e d  h e  s h o u l d  b r i n g  t h o m  

f o r w a r d  I m m e d i a t e l y  a s  a f t e r  t h o s e  R a t e s  a r e  a g r e e d  o n ,  n o  

p r o p p s a l s  no 'G i n c l u d e d  t h e r e i n  c a n  b e  c a r r i e d  o u t ,

I  s h o u l d  l i k e ,  h o w e v e r ,  t o  p a y  t r i b u t e  t o  t h o  w h o l e  

h e a r t e d  c o - o p e r a t i o n  I  h a v e  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  t h e  M e m b e r s  d u r i n g  t h e  

p a s t  r r e a r  i n  th^  s c o n n e c t i o n ;  n o  w o r k s  ( n o t  a b s o l u t e l y  u r g e n t  

a n d  e s s e n t i a l , b e i n g  i n s i s t e d  o n  w h i c h  w o r e  n o t  e s t i m a t e d  f o r .

T h e  T o w n  R a t e s  a s  e s t i m a t e d  f o r  1939/40 a r e  a s  follows
£., So d.

B o r o u g h  R a t e .  ................ 7 , . 4 .  i n  t h e  £ ,

C o .  C o s s , . .................................. 4 « 0 .

Y J a t o r  R a t e s ............................... 1 .  8 . n

T o t a l . - , -  15. 0.
T h e  T o w n  R a t e s  f o r  t h e  y e a r  1938/39 w e r e  1 1/8d. in the £ .

©: Wexford Borough Council



I must now refer t o  a matt o r  about which I fool In 
duty bound to complain, a n d  t h a t  i s  t h o  conditions under w h i c h  

your Clorical and E n g i n e e r i n g  S t a f f s  a r e  compelled to work,
T h e  O f f i c e  A c c o m m o d a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e  i s ,  w i t h o u t  a n y  

s h a d o w  o f  d o u b t ,  b o t h  i n a d e q u a t e ,  u n h e a l t h y  a n d  i n s a n i t a r y .

I n  my d e p a r t m e n t  there a r e  o n l y  t w o  r o o m s  a v a i l a b l e • 

o n e  o f  w h i c h  a l s o  s e r v e s  a s  a  Council C h a m b e r .  I n  t h e s e  rco :r r3  

all t h o  B o o k s ,  D o c u m e n t s ,  \nd equipment o f  t h e  C l e r i c a l  

m u s t  b o  h o u s o d  a n d  i n  o n e  of them three C l e r k s  ( o n e  rale and two 
females) m u s t  w o r k  together- Such o v e r c r o w d i n g  i s  n o t  conducive 
to e f f i c i e n c y  a n d  I  f e e l  sure if more a c c o m m o d a t i o n  was a v a i l a b l e  

b e t t e r  r e s u l t s  c o u l d  be obtained,
Dhe B o r o u g h  Surveyor has only one s m a l l  r o o m  In which 

to c a r r y  o u t  h i 3 w o r k  and store documents.
T h e  T o m l i n  Report on the English S e r v i c e  p r e p a r e d  i n  

1929-31 c o n t a i n e d  t h e  following paragraph) v / h i c h  i s  o f  i n t e r e s t  

Inthis c o n n e c t i o n !  ’’Provision of suitable a c c o m m o d a t i o n  should 
n o t  be r e g a r d e d  s o l e l y  f r o m  point of view o f  c o s t  o f  a d m i n i a t r a t j  or_- 
N o  o n e  can be e x p e c t e d  to do his best work i n  a d i n g y  a n d  in ­
c o n v e n i e n t  o f f i c e .  T h e  provision of u p - t o - d a t e  e q u i p m e n  and 
g o o d  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  i 3  a contrioution towards a c o n t e n t e d  staJ.’:' 
which t h e  e m p l o y e r  c a n  be fairly asked to p r o v i d e .  T h o  r e su..ting 
i m p r o v e m e n t  i n  o r g a n i s a t i o n  and increase i n  e f f i c i e n c y  w i j . l  

p r o v i d e  a g o o d  r e t u r n  o n  the outlay i n v o l v e d . "

I f  t h e r e  i s  e v e n  a grain of t r u t h  i n  t h o  s e n t i m e n t s  

e x p r e s s e d  i n  t h e  a b o v e  extradt it is e v i d e n t  t o  a n y  p e r s o n  

f a m i l a r  w i t h  t h o  c o n d i t i o n s  under which y o u r  s t a f f s  a r e c  e m p e l l e d  

t o  w o r k  t h a t  t h e y  c o u l d  not give of their b e s t  i n  s u c h  

a c c o m m o d a t i o n .

There is a b s o l u t e l y  n o  p r i v a c y  whatever. None c - f  

your Chief Officials c a n  i n t e r v i d w  a n y  person in private vvit̂ /ut 
the conversation b e i n g  i n t e r n ]  1 b y  some person, looking for , 

say, a house, or a b o u t  s o m e  o t h e r  trivial matter which could 
bo dealt with equally a 3  w e l l  b y  a n y  Junior in a Public r>?l! '.. .

( 8)
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I  c o u l d  s a y  m u c h  m o r e  o n  t h e  s h o r t c o m i n g s  o f  t h o  

p r e s e n t  o f f i c e s  b u t  t h e y  a r e  s o  w e l l  k n o w n  t o  t h o  M e m b e r s  t h a t  

I  t h i n k  i t  w o u l d  b e  a  w a s t e  o f  t i m e  t o  e n u m e r a t e  t h e m  .

I  w o u l d  s u g g e s t ,  t h o r o f o r e , t h a t  t h e  t i m e  h a s  a r r i v e d  

f o r  t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n  t o  p r o v i d e  t e m p o r a r y  o f f i c e  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  

p o n d i n g  t h o  e r e c t i o n  o f  t h e  p r o p o s e d  n o w  T o w n  o r  t h e

c r o c t i o n  o f  a  s u i t a b l e  s u i t e  o f  O f f i c e s .

I  h a d  i n t e n d e d  t o  c o m m e n t  a l s o  o n  t h e  i n a d e q u a c y  o f  

t h e  C l e r i c a l  S t a f f ,  b u t  h a v i n g  r e g a r d  t o  my r e m a r k s  o n  t h e  

a c c o m m o d a t i o n  a v a i l a b l e ,  I  s h a l l  r e s e r v e  s u c h  c o m m e n t s  f o r  

a n o t h e r  o c c a s i o n , ,

Misc, le meas,

J  o h n . J . B y r n e .

C l e i r c a c h  a n  B h a i l o .

©: Wexford Borough Council



BOROUGH OF WEXFORD

Statement of Estimated Receipts and Expenditure
AND

B
E S T IM A T E  OF T O W N  R A TE S (O T H E R  T H A N  POOR R A T E )  TO BE

R A ISE D

IN T H E  F IN A N C IA L  Y EA R  E N D IN G  ON 31st M A R C H , 1940.

A.

Statement of Estimated Receipts and Expenditure
No. 1.— H O U SIN G  OF T H E  W O R K IN G  CLASSES.

Receipts. E xpenditure.
£  s d £ s d

Repaym ent and Interest on Loans 9192 0 0
M aintenance and R epair o f Houses 1000 0 0
Ground Rents 18 1 0
Rent C ollectors ’ C om m ission 275 0 0
Fire Insurance 100 0 0
Rates— T ow n , £1,227; P oor, £950 ... > 2177 0 0
Kents (in clu din g  Hates)
From  Houses in course o f  erection al 

W illiam  Street and Davitt Road 
(Irant under H ousing Act, 1908 

............................. 1932

Rate Chargeable w ith — Borough.

No. 2.— G R A V E Y A R D S .
Repaym ent and Interest on Loans

• W ages o f  Caretaker 
,, G ravedigger 

Cost o f Crave O penings 
General M aintenance 
Hates and Taxes 
Telephone Service 
C leansing o f Old G raveyards 
Rem oval of Trees, etc., from  old G rave­

yards
Sale of Grave Spaces and Hurial Fees

Rate Chargeable w ith — Borough.

7100 0 0

250 0 0
40 0 0

3925 0 0

250 0 0 

£250 0 0

No. 3 . -  M A R K E T S  AND O T H E R  C O R P O R A T E  P R O P E R T Y .
Interest on Overdraft and New T ow n  tt

£11315 0 0 £12762 1 0

30 0 0
117 0 0
43 0 0

100 0 0
100 0 0

5 0 0
8 0 0

20 0 0

80 0 0

£503 0 0

Hall 200 0 0
Fee for P erform ing R ights Society 5 5 0
Toll C ollector (part o f T ow n  Sergeant’ s

Salary) 3l f4 0
Rent C ollector (Corporate Estate) 10 0 0
Insurance 20 0 0
Rent o f M arket Site 50 0 0
Rent o f T ow n  Hall (Cornm arket) Site ... 13 8 6
Repairs to Corporate B uildings 70 0 0
Market T olls  and Stalls 100 0 0
Fees from  T ow n  Hall 10 0 0
Rents from  Corporate Fstate 200 0 0

£310 0 0 £399 17 6
Rate Chargeable w ith — Borough.

No. 4.— V O C A T IO N A L  E D U C A T IO N .

R epaym ent o f Loans for Extension 
Grants

C ontribution  in aid 1939/40 
Recoupm ent o f part Loan Charges

llece i p 1 s . 15 xpend i t u re.
£  s d £  s d

210 0 0

450 0 0 
500 0 0

Rate Chargeable w ith — Borough.
£950 0 0©: Wexford Borough Council



No. 5.— SC A VE N G IN G — D O M E S T IC  & PUBLIC .  
D O M ESTIC .

£ s d
1 Lorry Driver 159 18 0
2 Helpers 293 10 0
Supervision 13 0 0
Cost of Tractor 20% 52 0 0
Cost o f Trailer 10% 20 0 0
Interest on above two 23 0 0
Insurance of W orkm en 15 0 0
Fuel and Petrol, etc. (55 0 0
Tyres, Tubes, etc. 30 0 0
Oil, Grease, W aste, Ppkeep. etc. 26 0 0

(Full time) 
(Part time)
(1 day each) 
(Dum p)

PUBLIC .
Labourers 

do. 
do. 
do.

1 Lorry Driver 
Supervision
M orris Lorry— Petrol, Insurance, Tax, 

Etc.
Insurance, Tools, Etc.

Repaym ent o f Loan for Lorry 
Scavenging— Main Hoads 

do. Harbour Streets
do. Artisans’ Dwellings

(5(59 10 0
80 3 4
43 (3 8
(58 18 0

185 18 0
92 19 0
(55 0 1)

100 0 0

£  s d £ s d

1597 14 0

£1305 15 0 40 0 (>
£50 0 0 

12 10 0 
225 0 0

£287 10 0 £2043 9 0
Rate Chargeable w ith — Borough. -------------------- -

No. 6.— M A IN T E N A N C E  OF STR EE TS, ROADS AND FO O TP A TH S
(exclusive of Main Roads Upkeep).

Receipts.
£  s d

Repaym ent of Loans 
Repairs to Streets and Footpaths 
Insurance (National Health and 

Unem ploym ent) 
do. (E m ployer’s Liability)

Rent o f Stone Depot at Faythe 
Licence Duty, Insurance and Petrol for 

M orris Lorry
To supplem ent U nem ploym ent Grants ... ... ____
New Concrete M ixer ... ... *}00 () ■*»»
Contribution from  Harbour Board 40 0 0

Expenditure.
£ s d

1(524 0 0
(500 0 0

40 0 0
30 0 0
10 0 0

(55 0 0
1448 0

-H -
0

-**•

£40 0 0

Rate Chargeable w ith — Rate in lieu ol Co. Cess.

No. 7.— PU B LIC  H E A L T H  AND SOCIAL SERVICES.
Repaym ent o f Loans (Sew ers)
Repairing and Cleansing Sewers 
Vaccination Acts Expenses 
Food and Drugs Acts Expenses 
Salary o f Sanitary Sub-Officer 

Do. M edical Officer of Health
Do. Veterinary Inspector, M ilk

and Meat Inspector 
Do. Health V isitor
Do. Inspector of Milk Shops

(T ow n Sergeant)
Do. Executive Sanitary Officer ...

Adm inistration of National Free Milk 
Schem e 

Bathing Place
M ilk (M aternity & Child W elfare)
Feeding of Necessitous School Children 
Im m unisation against Diphtheria 
Public Lighting
Recoupm ent of part of Sanitary Officers 

Salaries

Rate Chargeable w ith — Borough.

No. 8.— F IR E  BRIGADE.
Repaym ent of Loan for Fire Engine 
General Maintenance (including 

M en’s Stipend)
Telephone Service
Insurance of Fire Engine
Loan for New Station and Houses

£4047 0  0

£360 0 0
200 0 0

20 0 0
50 0 0

143 0 0
75 0 0

150 0 0
£92 10 0 185 0 0

3l 4 0
20 O 0

50 0 0
80 0 0

82 10 0 165 0 0
125 0 0 250 0 0

40 0 0
47 10 0 750 0 0

35 0 0

£382 10 0 £2569 4 0

£175 0 0

75 0 0
8 0 0

20 0 0
75 0 0

Rate Chargeable w ith — Borough. £353 0 0©: Wexford Borough Council



No. 9.— W A T E R W O R K S . Receipts. Expend i tin•e.
£ s (1 £ s d

R epaym ent and Interest on Loans 1369 0 0
Renew al o f M ains, 1939/40 3l 0 0
Incom e T ax and Rates 35 0 0
Salary o f Superintendent 200 0 0
W ages o f  Turncock

,, Caretaker 65 0 0
P. Som ers 15 12 0

C ollector’s C om m ission 50 0 0
Printing and A dvertising 30 0 0
Insurance (E m ployers ’ L iability) 10 0 0

Do. (National Health and Un­
em ploym ent) .  ... 10 0 0

Right o f W ay  to John Street R eservoir 4 0 0
Audit Fee 7 0 0
Preparation o f  Rate Rooks 9 10 0
Proposed Extension and Im provem ent 150 0 0
General M aintenance

Sale o f  W ater by Meter 500 0 0
Special Charges 50 0 0
Special Agreem ents 50 0 0
G overnm ent Rates 5 0 0
Sale o f W ater to Ships 30 0 0
M iscellaneous Receipts 25 0 0

£660 0 0 S&39&-
Rate Chargeable w ith — W ater Rate. 2Z 3C -O

No. 10.— G E N E R A L  A D M IN IS T R A T IO N .

S a l a r i e s T h e  M ayor 100 0 0
T ow n  Clerk 410 0 0
Clerical Assistant ... 190 0 0
Typist 104 0 0
T ow n  Sergeant (part o f) 93 12 0
Office Cleaner 13 0 0

Printing and A dvertising 160 0 0
T elephone Rents 40 0 0
Fuel and Light 60 0 0
Law  Costs 120 0 0
Stationery and Office Equipm ent 50 0 0
Preparation o f Rate HooKs 19 0 0
Delegates’ Expenses 20 0 0
rn ifo r m  and Hoots for T ow n  Sergeant ... 10 0 0
Reports— A ssociation M unicipal

Authorities 5 5 0
Audit Fee 10 0 0
T ow n  S u rveyor 's  Salary (part of) 190 0 0
Rate C ollector’ s C om m ission 230 0 0

- Fees returned by T ow n  C lerk : —
Franchise 70 0 0
Old Age Pensions 18 0 0

t*
£88 0 0 £1824 17 0

. Rate Chargeable w ith :—
Receipts. Expend.

Borough £88 £1540 17 0
Co. Gess —  284 0 0

No. 11.— M IS C E L L A N E O U S . Receipts. Expen< iture.
£ s d £ s <1

Sm all D w ellings A cquisition  Acts 675 0 0 (>60 0 0
Insurance— E m ployer’s L iability 35 0 0

Do. National Health and Un­
em ploym ent 12 0 0

Tithe Rent Charge 9 0 0
Irish Tourist Association 20 0 o
G overnm ent Rates 45 0 0

£720 0 0 £729 0 0
Rate Chargeable w ith :— ------------ —

Borough 
Co. Cess

Receipts.
£705

15

Expend. 
£729 0 0

©: Wexford Borough Council
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B.

ESTIMATE OF RATES TO BE RAISED.
BOROUGH RATE.

SERVICE. Receipts. Expenditure.
£ s d £ s d

No. 1. Housing of the W ork ing  Classes ... 11315 0 () 12762 1 0O Burial Grounds 250 0 0 503 0 0
„  3. Market and other Corporate

Property 310 0 0 399 17 6
„  4. Vocational Education 210 0 0 950 0 0
,, 5. Scavenging— Domestic & Public ... 287 10 0 2043 9 0
,, 7. Public Health <Xr Social Services ... 382 10 0 2569 4 0
„  8. Fire Brigade 353 0 0
•„ to.- General Adm inistration 88 0 0 1540 17 0
,, 1l. M iscellaneous 705 0 0 729 0 0

Contingencies 150 0 0
Collectible Rates outstanding

3 1 /3 /3 9  ... 300 0 0
Excess of Estimated Expenditure

over Receipts and amount to be
raised by means of a Borough
Rate 8152 N 6

£22000 8 6 £22000 8 6

Am ount to be raised by Borough Rate... ... £8152 8 6
Less am ounts raised in rents o f Artisans’ 

dw ellings

A Borough Rate o f 7 /4 d . in the £  w ill 
p ro d u ce : —

For General T ow n Purposes at 1 /- 
in the £

For General Sanitary Purposes at 
0 /4d . in the £

760 0 0

£1008 0 0 

6384 0 0

7392 8

No. 0.
RATE IN L IE U  OF CO. CESS.

Maintenance of Streets, Roads
and Footpaths 40 0 0

10. General Adm inistration 284 0 o
1l. M iscellaneous • ... 15 0 0

Contingencies 100 0 0
Collectible Rates outstanding at 

31st M arch, 1939 
Excess o f Expenditure over Re­

ceipts and am ount to be raised 
by means of a Rate in lieu of 
Countv Cess

Amount to be raised by Rate in lieu of 
County Cess 

Less am ount collected in rents of 
Artisans’ D w ellings 

A Rate of in the £ w ill produce 
about

W A T E R  RATES.

120 0 0

‘0 -c>
4256

£4431 6 - 6 -

XcO&Z 256 ^ *6£4!

No. 9. W aterw orks 
Collectible Rates ouT^tanding at 

3l st M arch, 1939 J 1 
Excess of Estimated Expenditure 

over Receipts af^l amount to be 
raised bv W ater Rates

Receipts. 
£ s d 

000 0 0

50 0 0

AfJi -2 -O
KirO L* 4*

£gooo- g- •»

-£448t—fr—0

'O x> • 
£3841 6 -6 *
JC&
£3840 0 0

Expenditure.
£  s d

-2 -0

Amount to be raised bvfiVater Rates 
Less am ounts collected! in Rents of 

Artisans’ Dwellings

in the £ w illA Domestic Rate o f 1 Jl 
produce ^ U

A Public Rate o f tyl. I in the £  wil 
produce

£46?6- a -6
£- ‘0  

156 0 0

£852 0 0
---------456—6-4*

£2386 2 0ZZSL ‘ Z-' O

/J7 0  2 o £t52fr 6 6

A&f-' 0. O 
£4566 0^-0

S U M M A R Y  OF T O W N  RATES FOR 1939 40.
s. d.

Borough Rale 7 4 in the £
County Cess J* *>, „  „ 1
W ater t 6 ....
Total TW ..............//■' S-
The Gross Valuation of the Borough is 123,666.

The Total of the Tow n 
Rates for 193H/39 was 
11 /8  in the £.

JOHN J. BYRNE,  
Tow n Clerk.©: Wexford Borough Council
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The Mayor said that as the estimates were presented to them 
they showed an increase of 1/4d. in the pound, when the Town 
Clerk had informed him of this after he had gone exhaustively 
into the income and expenditure of the Corporation. He (Mayor)
was agreeably surprised because he thought on account of all the 
housing activity, and money that the Corporation had put up for 
social services and to supplement Unemployment Grants that the 
increase would have been more.
He reviewed at length the various increases and showed that the 
amount of money raised by the Corporation by way of loan in 
previous years and by rates in tho Current Year for the relief 
of unemployment was costing l/lOjd. in the pound, in addition 
to the amount that had to be provided in the Poor Rate under the 
Unemployment Assistance Act. He explained that the estimates 
as prepared by the Town Clerk, and as now submitted to the 
Members, had been examined in detail on a couple of occasions 
by the Special Rates Committee and they recommended that the 
figures submitted by the Town 'Clerk be reduced by 4d. in the pound. 
This reduction was to be accomplished as follows:-
In No. 6 . the estimate for the Maintenance of Streets, Roads, and 
Footpaths, there was included a sum of £ 2 3 0 to purchase a new 
high discharge concrete mixer, and the Committee recommended the 
Council to raise this money by way of Mortgage Loan for a period 
of three years. This proposal if agreed to would enable the rate 
in lieu of Co. Cess to be reduced to 3/lOd. in the pound, instead 
of 4/- as estimated by tho Town Clerk.
The remaining 2d. was to be found in No. 9, Waterworks, as follows: 
The Estimate for the Wages of the Turncock was to be reduced Tby
£70, as the Committee felt that a considerable amount of his time
was expended in repairing water taps, pipes, and eave shoots of 
the Corporation houses. As well, he was engaged at the renewal 
of watcrmains during the year, which work was regarded as being 
of a capital nature and financed by way of loan. A further £80 
was to bo token off the amount allowed for General Maintenance 
reducing it from £ 2 0 0 to £1 2 0.
This amount in former years had only been £ 1 0 0 but the Town
Clerk explained that £ 1 0 0 was not sufficient having regard to the 
cost of operating the amoniator and chlorinator at Coolroe, and 
as well, during the spring and summer months it was necessary to 
havo a labouring man practically fh&ll time inspecting houses for 
leakages cf water.
Those two recommendations by the Committee would reduce the Town 
Clerk’s estimate by 4d. and the total of the Town Rates Estimate 
to 1 2/8d. in tho pound as against 11/8d. for the year now ending.
The various services as shown in the Town Clerkfs Statement of 
Estimated Receipts and Expenditure were then examined seriatim.
Ihe first was Housing:- In this connection it was pointed out 
that the amount allowed for repairs to Artizans ^Dwellings had 
been increased from £600 to £1,000. Of this increase of ^400, 
tho Town Clerk informed the Meeting that £700 would be required 
for Ordinary Maintenance and the remaining £300 could bo spent 
in painting some of the Corporation property - great demands 
for painting having been made by the Members during the present 
Financial Year.
Arising out of No. 2 tho Estimate for Graveyards:- Councillor 
Billington asked if any progross was being made regarding the 
suggestion some time ago to acquire additional lands adjoining 
Cross town Cemetery, and the Town Clerk replied that he did not 
think it could be dono until a permanent Co. Medical Officer of 
Health was appointed.

20th Mgfch, 1939.
(3)

©: Wexford Borough Council
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(4) 20th March, 1939,

In Estimate No. 3. for Markets and other Corporate property-- 
there was included a sum of £ 2 0 0 in respect of the proposed new 
Town ^all. When this item had come to the notice of the Special 
Ratos Committee the Mayor had undertaken to interview the Officials 
of the Department of Local Government and Public ^ealth regarding 
tho grant which had "been promised towards tho piling of the site, 
but which had not yet been paid, and he informed the present 
Mooting that the grant would be available before the 31st March, 
and this v/ould enable the present °verdraft in connection with the 
building to be reduced from approximately £3,700 to £2 ,0 0 0.
If tho Grant was received the full amount Included in the 
Estimatew ould not be required for interest, but some steps would 
have to be taken to renovate the present offices in order to 
make them somewhat habitable for the Officials.
Vocational Education showed little change except for a normal 
increase in the contribution to the Committee.
The next item No. 5 Scavenging, both Domestic and Public, was 
accompanied by a recommendation from the Finance & Works Committee 
to the effect that a General System of Domestic Scavenging bo 
provided for the Town arid that it be carried out by nechanical 
means in accordance with the recommendations of the Borough 
Surveyor.
For a number of years past Wexford had a system of Domostic 
Scavenging peculiar to itself.
Persons requiring to have dustbins emptied paid an annual fee 
varying from 7/6d. to 25/- according to valuation, for which they 
enjoyed the privilege of having their dustbins emptied on a visit 
to thoir area of the Corporation Scavenging Cart.
Somo two years ago, at the request of the Corporation, tho Borough 
Surveyor had submitted proposals for the re-organisation of the 
Public Scavenging of the Town, and last yoar the adoption of this 
proposal had been adjourned by the Corporation until tho Rate 
Estimates for 1 9 3 9 - 4 0 were being considered.
On a couplo of occasions during the past 12 months the Special 
Rates Committee had again considered these proposals and it had 
boon suggested to them by the Town Clerk, that, in his opinion, 
a general system of domestic Scavenging should be provided for 
tho Town and that this v/ould cost very little more than tho 
system in operation. On examining this, the Borough Surveyor 
had agreed that the cost would be very little more, and tho 
Committee had asked him to give an estimate. This he had done 
in the form in which It appeared under the head of No. 6 . in the 
Town Clerkrs Estimates for 1939-40. The Scheme envisaged by tho 
Surveyor had been debated at length by the Finance Committee on 
a couplo of occasions and they eventually decided to rccommond 
the Corporation to adopt it and carry it ,out by mechanical means.
At this stage the Mayor stated that several Members had approached 
him regarding the manner in which the Scavenging should be 
carried out, and, ho now suggested that the Corporation adopt 
tho estimates submitted without in any way deciding on the manner 
in which a general system of Domestic Scavehging should be 
carried out, the Finance Committee to again consider v/ays and 
moans.
If this suggestion v/ere adopted the necessary funds would bo 
available to carry out a general system of Domestic Scavenging 
and it v/ould only bo necessary for the Finance Committee to con­
sider the best mothod of having that done inside tho estimates 
now submitted and report to the Corporation.
Councillor Connolly strenuously opposed this general systom of 
Domestic Scavenging although a letter was read from the Departmen t 
of Local Government and Public Health intimating that the Corpor­
ation had no statutory powor to levy the charges they were for
■cho emptying • of dustbins and ashpits.©: Wexford Borough Council
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It was eventually agreed, that an amendment could be moved on 
tho proposal to agree on the rate in tho pound of the Borough 
Hate in which this service was included.
No. 6 . Maintenance of Streets, Roads and Footpaths: was next
examined and it was explained that the increase in this rate 
was principally due to tho provision which was to be mado in 
order to qualify for a Grant for Road Works through the Employ­
ment Schemes Vote.
For the Current Year a sum of £965 was necessary In addition to 
a sum of £483, which the Corporation had agreed in January last 
should be raised in order to qualify for a Supplementary Grant 
then made available.
The recommendation of the Special Ratos Committee that the purchase
of a new concrcte mixer, included in this Estimate, be financed
by way of a three year loan, v/as agreed to.
On tho net cost there was no change in tho Rate for Public Health 
and Social Services but there were slight variations in the items 
which were explained in tho Town Clerk’s memorandum and no 
objection was taken to anything included therein.
The Rato for the Flee Brigade showed an increase due to the provision 
of a new Fire Station which was at present under construction.
The amendments in tho Water Rate Estimate as suggested by tho 
Special Rates. Committee were also agreed to, and no comment was 
made on Nos. 10 and 1l, General Administration and Miscellaneous.
No further alterations wore suggested in the rates and thereupon 
tho following recommendations were taken prior to the formal 
resolution agreeing to the different rates in the pound. The 
first v/as from the Special Rates Committee
That the salary of Miss K. Lacey, Typist, which was fixed in 1937 
at £104 bo changed to an incremental one of £104 by annual 
increments of £ 5 to a maximum of £156 per annum. The Committee 
had received an application from the IrishLocal Government 
Officials Union that the salqry bo mrado an incremental ono, as 
the Co. Council Typists wore all on an incremental salary scale 
to £156 per annum, £o the Committee unanimously recommended thiit 
Miss Lacey’s salary bo fixed at £104 by annual increments of £5 
to a maximum of £156 per annum, tho first increment being payable 
as from tho 1st April, 1938. No objection was raised to this 
recommendation, and, it was unanimously adopted on the motion 
of Councillor Byrne, seconded by Alderman Walsh.
The sccond recommendation was th?.t the sanction of the Minister 
for Local Government and Public Health bo requested to tho 
raising of a Loan of £630 over a period of thtfeo years for tho 
purchase of a high discharge concrete mixer. This recommendation 
was also unanimously agreed to on the motion of Councillor Crosbie 
seconded by Councillor Cashman.
The next recommendation was that the rents of all the Artizans 
Dwellings be increased by 2d. per v/eok on and from Monday 3rd of 
April, 1939 and that the Special Rates Committee' bo authorised 
to examine the rents of all the Corporation houses and to make 
any recommendations to the Corporation they considered necessary.
In addition to his report the Town Clerk again pointed out that 
under tho Local Government (Ratps on Small Dwellings) Act, 1938, 
it wqs obligatory on the Corporation to adjust the rents of their 
houses each year in accordance with the upward or d ownv/ard move­
ment of the Rates. The rents of the Corporation houses had not 
boon adjusted since 1929 and in the case of rents .fixed since that 
date no adjustment had been mado since they were fixed.

©: Wexford Borough Council
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(6) 20th March, 1939#

Tho Corporation woro losing approximately £ 5 5 0 per annum by not 
increasing the rents of their houses in accordance with the 
movement of rates and it would take an average of 6d. per week 
on cach of the Corporation houses to make up this loss.
If tho torms of tho statute were strictly complied with there 
would ho varying incroase-s in Corporation rents from 4d. to 1s, per wook.
In his Estimates, tho Town Clerk had taken credit for tho amount 
of 2d. now recommended by tho Special Rates Committee, and if 
tho rccommendation was not adopted, it would be necessary to 
increase the rate in the pound of the Borough B>ate by 3d. -
Councillor James Billington proposed the adoption of the CoxmittcJ 
recommendation and Councillor Cashman seconded. On a poljf be'Jrtĝ  
taken there votod for:- Councillors: Cashman, Hawkins, SinAott, 
Crosbie, McGuire, Byrne, Buckland, Billington, Atkins, Muifchy, 
Alderman Tobin, Coffey, Walsh, and the Mayor. (14).
Against - Councillors: Dunno, Moran, and Connolly.
Tho motion was accordingly declared carried.
During tho discussion on this motion to incroase the rents, the 
Town Clerk in reply to a query, stated that any of the Corporation 
tenants at present paying for tho emptying of dustbins would 
havo this chhrge removed if the Corporation decided to carry out 
the Scheme to provide for a General System of Domestic Scavenging 
in the Town. Tfto Rato Estimates were then taken.
^ho first was moved by tho Mayor and seconded by Councillor Sinnott 
that a Borough Rato of Seven Shillings and fourpencc in the pound 
(being ono shilling for General Town purposes and Six Shillings 
n̂d Fourpcnce for Sanitary purposes) be agreed to.

Councillor Connolly moved an amendment to delete No. 5, Scavenging, 
both Domestic and Public, and in reply to a query, by the Town 
Clerk if he meant deletion in its nntirety, the Councillor replied 
In tho affirmative. It was then pointed out to him that if his 
amendment were seconded and carried there would be no Scavenging 
whatever in the Town during the ensuing year, so eventually he 
withdrew the amendment, and the motion to agree on'a Borough Rate 
of Seven Shillings and Four ponce in the pound was passed but v/ith 
Councillor Connolly dissenting.
On the motion of Alderman Wa3s h seconded by Councillor Dunne 
the Rato in lieu of Co. Coss estimate of Three Shillings and 
Fourponco in tho pound v/as agreed to„
On the motion of Councillor Crosbie, seconded by Councillor Byrner 
a Domestic Water Ratte of 1s. In tho pound and a Public Water Rate 
of 6d. in the pound was also unanimously agreed to.
Arising out of the discussion on Scavenging it was decided to 
refer the question o f  ways and moans of carrying out the new 
system to a Special C o m m i t t e e  composed of: Councillors: Connolly,
Byrne, Billington, Dunne, Buckland, Alderman Walsh, and the Mayor.
The Meeting then separated,

L'*s>

©: Wexford Borough Council



102

A Meeting of the Finance & Works Committee was held at the close of 
the above Meeting, the Members present being the same as at the Special Meeting.
The Town Clerk submitted an estimate of Poor Rate for 1939-40 and 
pointed out that the Co. Council demand had increased by £333 s 16 : 5 
but owing to the increased amount raised by a rate of 1d. in the pound 
they would be able to keep the rate in the pound of the Poor Rate for 
the year 1939-40 at 9s. so it was unanimously agreed, on the motion of 
Alderman Coffey, seconded by Councillor Cashman, to recommend the Cor­
poration to agree on a Poor Hate of Nine Shillings in the pound for 
the Financial Year 1939-40.
Applications were submitted from the two cinemas for permission to 
hold charity shows on two Sunday nights during lent and it was agreed 
to grant both applications.

MILK TENDERS.
Five Tenders for the supply of Milk under the National Free Milk Supply 
Scheme were submitted.
The following Table gives the names of the tenderers, the price, and 
the quantity proposed to be delivered:-

SUMMARY OF TENDERS RECEIVED FOR THE SUPPLY 
OF MILK UNDER THE NATIONAL FREE MILK SUPPLY 
SCHEME FOR THE YEAR ENDING 31st MARCH, 1940.

2°th March, 1939,

Name and Address 
of Tenders.

PRICE PER GAL] 
Sold under a 
Special Designation. 

S. D.

LON FOR MILK 
Sold wL thout a 
Special Designation. 

S. D.
No. of gallons 
proposed to be 
supplied daily.

John Quirke, 
Hayestown. —

iH 10

Mrs. K. Clare, 
Whiterock. oito 1 - 4 3

J ohn Haye s, 
Hayestown. 3 - 0 • 1 - 4 10

Mrs. E. Cullimor< 
Stonebridge, 
Wexford.

* J

h-1 1 10

Denis Shannon, 
Killeens. 00103 1 - 4 10

It was seen that all five tenderers quoted the same price for milk 
without a special designation, namely, 1/4d. per gallon, and it was 
unanimously decided to accept their tenders, subject to the approval 
of the Minister for Local Government and Public Health.

©: Wexford Borough Council
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For the supply of Milk under the Maternityjb Child Welfare to the depot 
at Cornrtiarket, Mr. J. B. Walker quoted l/2ci. per gallon, and this tender 
was also accepted. *

HOUSE - GRATTAN TERRACE
With reference to previous discussions on the subject of the house at 
Grattan Terrace formerly occupied by Thomas Barnes, a lengthy letter 
was read from Mr. Barnes expressing surprise that the Corporation should 
doubt the genuineness of his intention to re-occupy the house himself 
if they agreed to sell it to him.
The Members were not at all satisfied with Mr. Barnes letter and 
directed the Town Clerk to inform him that they inferred from the 
communication that he andhis family intended to re-occupy the dwelling 
and, if so, they expected the re-occupation to take place within seven 
days, when his request to purchase the dwelling would be favourably 
considered.
Arising out of this matter it was pointed out that it was very doubtful 
if the Department of Local Government and Public Health would entertain 
a question of purchase unless the proposed purchaser was in full 
occupation.

GRANTS 1939-40.
The Town Clerk intimated that he had been asked by the Department to 
furnish proposals for the expenditure during the spring and summer 
months of the sum of £2,205 on Road and Footpath Works made up of 
£1115 grant and £290 Local Contribution, but it was decided to adjourn 
this matter to next Meeting.

TIMBER CONTRACTS.
With reference to Minutes of the 6th February last when the question 
of the Timber Contracts with the Wexford Timber Company was under 
consideration, the Borough Purveyor under this date in a letter addressed 
to the Town Clerk intimated that there had been only a slight improvement 
in the quality of the timber supplied and in regard to the observation 
of the conditions of the Specification. This had resulted in the work 
in the joinery shop being considerably delayed and they had now reached 
a stage where the masonry work would be brought to a stand still. 
Practically none of the joinery work apart from some window and door 
frames had been assembled nor had any attempt been made to manufacture 
it. In addition, the Firm responsible would not even answer his 
letters. Unless this matter was righted immediately he would be 
obliged to stop all work on both housing schemes and stated he could 
not be held accountable for the over expenditure that would occur under 
the intolerable conditions which prevailed. ne requested the Town 
Clerk to suggest to the Corporation that endeavours should be made 
to procure our requirements elsewhere without further delay. As 
regards the last paragraph of Mr. McNally!s letter the Meeting were 
not inclined to rely on the Clause in the Specification which gave 
them power to obtain the goods elsewhere without consulting their 
Legal Adviser, and the Town Clerk was requested to interview the Cor­
poration Solicitor on this matter and to convene a Meeting of the 
Housing Committee on Friday next to consider Mr. O’Connors opinion.

20th March, 1939.

©: Wexford Borough Council
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EMPLOYMENT OF CARPENTER.
Councillor Byrne referred to the employment of a man named Hendrick, 
Carpenter, to carry out repairs to Artizans Dwellings, and stated that 
this man had only just walked out of a job at Pierces when he was 
taken on by the Borough Surveyor although several carpenters had 
applied to Mr. McNally some time previously for employment. He did 
not think it fair that this man should be allowed to walk out of one 
job into the Corporation while several men had got no turn of work.
Mr. McNally explained that, in his opinion, the man he had was not 
suitable for the work of repairing Artizans Dwellings and consequently, 
he employed Hendrick, who was a younger man; his explanation did not 
satisfy the Members, especially his Worship the Mayor, who strenuously 
objected to what he described as the insolent tone of voice used by the 
Surveyor in answering the question of the Members and he proposed that 
the Corporation should be recommended to employ a permanent carpenter 
and mason, bdth to be married men and members of their respective Trade 
Unions. Councillor Byrne seconded.
The Borough Surveyor stated he had not sufficient work for these two 
men, but nevertheless, the motion was agreed to and it was also decided 
that an advertisement should be issued inviting apt>lications for the 
posts, prior to the next Statutory Meeting.

20th March, 1939.
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A Meeting of the Housing Committee was held this day at the Town 
Clerk’s Office at half-past seven o’clock p.m.
The members present were:-
Hichard Corish, Esq#, Mayor (in the Chair) with Alderman Thomas Walsh, 
Councillor James Billington, James Crosbie, Nicholas Connollyr John 
Billington, Robert Moran, Thomas Byrne, Thomas Hayes, Patrick Atkins, 
and Thomas Dunne.

TIMBER CONTRACT.
With reference to Minutes of Finance Committee on 2 0th instant, when 
the question of the Timber Contract with the Wexford Timber Company 
was referred to by the Borough Surveyor, and when the Town Clerk had 
been requested to consult with the Corporation Solicitor on the 
matter, the following letter was read from Mr. O’Connor:-

MDear Sir,
Referring to our interview yesterday we have now 

examined the correspondence and the Specifications and 
General Conditions regarding the supply of material• We
do not appear to have the Bill of Quantities referred to.
We have.also read the correspondence which you have shown 
us.

We think it is unfortunate that a proper Bonded 
Contract was not entered into#

It appears from the clause dealing with delivery of 
articles that the Corporation is authorised to purchase 
goods or articles elsewhere at the expense of the Contractor 
If the goods and articles supplied by the Contractor do not 
conform with the quality of the goods which he agreed to 
supply.

The difficulty however about giving an opinion on the 
Corporation’s rights in this particular case depends largely 
upon a question of fact. From the correspondence it would 
appear that the Timber Company contend that they have 
supplied all the articles in accordance with the specifications 
whereas the Borough Surveyor states that they have not* The 
Borough Surveyor is given wide powers under the Conditions and 
Specifications drawn by him and such power must be used In 
accordance with actual fact. We are quite sure that the 
Borough Surveyor has exercised every care but we cannot 
emphasise too strongly the necessity of ascertaining in a 
matter of jthis kind that there cannot be any possibility of 
mistake. Hencc until we have had an opportunity of an 
Interview with the Borough Surveyor and of taking a full 
statement from him wc would not be prepared to give an 
opinion.

If you wish us to go fully into the matter we suggest 
that you would ask the Borough Surveyor to call here and we 
would further suggest that you would allow us to submit the 
statements and the copics of the documents to Counsel for 
Counsel’s opinion.

As far as wo can interpret the general Conditions wo 
think that the powers of purchasing elsewhere should be 
cxercised by the Corporation becausc the claUsc dearly puts 
such power into the hands of the Corporation.”

24th March, 1939.
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Prom this it was seen that the Committee could do very little 
pending Mr. O’Connor’s intcrvicv; with Mr. McNally.
The Surveyor was asked, however, what the principal difficulties 
were between himself and the Timber Company, and he stated that it
was both in connection with the measurements and the quality of
the timber.. In his specification he had set cut that all timber 
was to be full measurements and not stock sizes. In an interview 
he had had with the Timber Company-prior to the Contract he had 
informed them that he would insist on full measurements and that
he was prepared to pay their price for 'it.
As regards the quality of the timber, approximately Fifty per cent* 
of what had been delivered had to be rejected for various faults.* 
After a slight discussion on these two faults, the meeting decided 
to leave the matter in abeyance pending Mr. McNally's interview 
with the Corporation Solicitor and his further opinion on their 
position under the Contract.

TENDERS FOR PLASTER OF PARIS.
Tenders were submitted for the supply of Plaster of Paris to the
William Street and Davitt Road Housing Schemes.
The Wexford Timber Company quoted 59/- per ton, and Messrs*
McCormack and Hogarty quoted for Thirty Tons delivered to Davitt 
Road £82. 9« 9* and for Fifty Tons delivered to William Street 
£137*, 9. 6 ., which was slightly less than 55/- per ton.
As the tender of Messrs. McCormack and Hegarty was the lower of the 
two, it was decided to recommend the Corporation to accept it,

TOWN PLANNING.
The Town Clerk again called attention to the fact that the Corpora­
tion had not yet implemented the Resolution agreeing to the making 
of a Town Planning Scheme for the Borough. This had been referred 
to the present Committee, but up to the present they had not done 
anything in the matter.
There was very little land left in the town of Wexford for houses, 
and in the opinion of the Town Clerk and Borough Surveyor an 
extension of the Borough would have to be sought before any further 
houses could be undertaken.
The Town Clerk also pointed out that the Housing Survey asked for 
by the Minister for Local Government and Public Health in October 
of 1938 had not yet been completed although he had written to the 
Medical Officers on several occasions asking for reports on the 
houses in their districts which they considered unfit for human 
habitation. Dr. Pierse, Medical Officer for the North end of 
the town had given him some reports, but Dr.. Sinnott, the Medical 
Officer for the South end, had not given any.
If the Corporation now put up a new Housing Scheme to the Ministry 
he (Town Clerk) was very doubtful if it would be sanctioned as 
there was no evidence to show that houses were needed®
In reply to a query, the Town Clerk stated that the Survey was to 
be carried out under the guidance of the County Medical Officer of 
Health in conjunction with the Surveyor, and the members thought 
it would be very difficult to have the Survey completed until a 
new County Medical Officer was appointed.
In the meantime, however, it was decided that some attempt should be 
made to ascertain the number of houses in the town in which more than 
one family were housed, and it was thought that this work could bo 
carried out by the Sanitary Officer and the Town Sergeant if the 
Town Clerk got them out a Form In respect of each house and allocated 
certain streets to each of them*
As regards the Town Planning Scheme, the Mayor pointed out that an 
Amending Act had recently been passed by An Dail and was gone to 
the Senate. He (Mayor) understood that as soon as the Amending

24th March, 1939.
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\ 24th March;, 1939*
Act was passed by the Senate that a circular would be issued by the 
Department of Local Government and Public Health on the matter, 
and he thought it advisable to defer consideration of a Planning 
Scheme pending the issue of the circular and the amending Act*
The Meeting then separated.,
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A Special Meeting of the Corporation was held this day (pursuant 
to the Mayor’s requisition) at the Town Clerk’s Office at half­
past seven o’clock p.m.
The members present were:-
Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor (in the Chair)
Aldermen: Thomas Walsh, James McMahon, and Robert Coffey,
Councillors: Nicholas Connolly, Patrick Atkins, Patrick Hawkins, 

Thomas Hayes, James Crosbie, Phillip McGuire, Thomas 
Dunne, Thomas Byrne, James Gaul, Stephen McMahon,
Robert Moran, and James Sinnott,

The Meeting had been specially convened to consider the Estimate 
of expenses to be raised by means of a Poor Rate in the Financial 
Year ending on 31st March, 1940; to agree on the Rate In the
Pound of such Rate; and to execute a Deed of Mortgage to the
National Bank to secure repayment of a Loan of £460 for the renewal 
of watermains at Whitemill Road and Hill Street,

SYMPATHY,
Before the business of the Meeting commenced, the Mayor moved that 
the sympathy of the Corporation be extended to the Community of 
the Christian Brothers and to the relatives of the late Brother 
Foran. The late Brother Foran, whose sudden demise was a big
shock to his many friends in Wexford, was over eight years in the 
town wherenhe had endeared himself to the hearts of the people 
generally. He had acted on the Vocational Education Committee 
and he had given the closest attention to the education of the 
youth of the town.
Councillor Byrne supported the proposal, which v/as supported by all 
the members present, and adopted in respectful silence,,
Councillor Moran moved that the sympathy of the Corporation be 
extended to the Minister for Justice on the death of his mother- 
Aldorman Coffey seconded this motion, which was supported by the 
members present and adopted in silence.

POOR RATE ESTIMATE.
The following is a copy of the Poor Rate Estimate, which had been 
circulated amongst the members prior to the present meeting:-

ESTIMATE OF EXPENSES to be raised by means of a Poor Rate 
in the Urban District of Wexford for the Service of the 
Financial Year ending on 31st March. 1940»

27th March, 1939.

To County Council Demand:-
In respect of Roads------------------ £1577*
In respect of County Services----------2475.
In respect ot Library Service------ —  62*
In respect of Poor Relief--------------3785«
In respect of Board of Health Charges— - 219a
To Rate Collectors’ Poundage:- £250.
Printing, advertising, etc,----------  50*
Legal Expenses----------------------  50®
Preparation of Rate Book, Receipt and

Demand Notes, E t c . ------ — 21 ©
To Contribution under the Unemployment

Assistance Act, 1933---------------  885,-
Irrecoverable Rates from previous

years (part oft)---------------  600*

9 .  3o 
0. 9e 
4 r 6 c
5«.10«» 
9«> 2.
0 .
0 .
0 .

0 c
0.
0 c

Oo
On 0,

0,

£8119« 9* 6 ,

1856a 0o , Op 
£ 9975* 9. 6 .©: Wexford Borough Council



199
Total amount to be raised by means of Poor Rate
for the Financial year ending on 31st March, 1940* £9975* 9# 6 .

Less amount collected in rents of Artisans Dwellings 934. 0. 0*

27th March, 1939.

Net amount to be raised by Poor Rate--------------  £9041. 9, 6 ,
Which will require a Rate of Nine Shillings (9/-) in the Poundo

On Monday, March 20th, 1939, the Finance Committee 
recommended that a Poor Rate of Nine Shillings (9/-) in 
the Pound be laid on in respect of Financial Year 1939/40.

RICHARD CORISH, Mayor„
JOHN J. BYRNE, Town Clerk,

The Estimate had been considered by the Finance Committee on the 
2 0th instant, when it was unanimously decided to recommend the 
Corporation to agree on a Poor Rate of Nine Shillings in the 
Pound in respect of the Financial Year 1939/40.
In respect of this Estimate the Mayor pointed out that it 
included a contribution of £885 under the Unemployment Assistance 
Act of 1933. He (Mayor) noticed that the Government’s 
contribution under this Act had been reduced and he thought that 
if the Government found it possible to reduce their own 
contribution to the Fund that a pro rata reduction should be made 
in the contributions of Local Authorities. He, therefore, moved 
that representations be made to the Department of Industry and 
Commerce to have the contributions of Local Authorities reduced 
pro rata to the reduction of the Government’s contribution to the 
Unemployment Assistance Fund.
Alderman Coffey seconded the motion which v/as unanimously agreed to®
The Poor Rate Estimate was then taken up, and it was seen that 
no alteration could be made in the figures submitted, so on the 
motion of Alderman Walsh, seconded by Councillor Byrne, a Poor 
Rate of Nine Shillings in the Pound was agreed to in respect of 
the Financial Year ending 31st March, 1940.
Arising out of the adoption of the Poor Rate Estimate, Councillor 
McMahon asked if the Estimate Included anything for the salaries 
of the Dispensary Medical Officers, and the Councillor was informed 
that the Corporation contributed their share through the medium of 
this rate but that they had no control over the Officers in 
question.
The Councillor complained that he was a warden who issued tickets 
to the Medical Officer and that it was quite a frequent thing to 
send a ticket to Dr. Sinnott at 11.0. a,m, and he would not go 
to see the patient until 1 1 ,0 , p0m*
0nl$ this morning he had issued a ticket in respect of a relative 
of his own and had personally handed in the ticket at 1 1 .0 . a-m, 
to the Doctor, but up to the time of leaving for the present 
meeting, at approximately 7«.0« p.mo, the Doctor had not turned up,
It was agreed that particulars of this complaint should be
submitted by the Town Clerk to the Board of Health, who had
control over the Officer in question-*

©: Wexford Borough Council



200
27th March. 1939,

LOAN FOR WATERMAINS
The Mortgage Deed to secure repayment of the Loan of P/SC T7as next 
submitted,, and on the motion of Councillor Byrne, seconded by 
Councillor Hawkins, the following Resolution., as submitted by the 
Solicitor to the National Bank- was unani’xiously adopted:-

nAt a Meeting of the Corporation of the Borough of Wexford 
held on the 27th day of March., 1959, It was resolved « That 
in pursuance of the consent of the Local Government Minister 
dated 8th March;, 1939, the Corporation do borrow from the 
National Bank, Limited, the sum of £460 to defray expenditure 
on the renewal of the Watermains at Whitemill Road'and Hill 
Street, said Loan to bo repaid to the Bank by half-yearly 
instalments spread over the period of ten years with interest 
thereon at one-half per cent, under the Irish Banks1 Rate 
rising and falling therewith from time to time but at no 
time to be less than £4 per cento per annum, said loan to be 
secured by a Mortgage over the Rates available for that 
purpose. And that the Seal of the Corporation be affixed to 
said Mortgage *ff

The Mortgage Deed was thereupon sealed and signed on the part of 
the Corporation,

Reference was made TO the numbering of houses in various streets 
in the town, and it was pointed out that some time ago the Minister 
for Local Government and Public Health had issued a circular 
requesting the Corporation to take action with a view to having 
the various houses properly numbered. Attempts had been made, but 
as the Corporation did not proceed against those who refused to 
display proper numbers, the matter had been allowed to go into 
abeyance.
After a slight discussion, it was agreed that as soon as time 
permitted an attempt should be made to number some of the streets 
where confusion appeared to be worst.
The Meeting then separated,.

NUMBERING OP
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A Meeting of the Finance and Works, Waterworks, and Public Health 
Committees was held at the close of the above meeting; the same 
members being in attendance.

RELIEF SCHEMES.
With reference to Minutes of last Meeting, when the question of Spring 
and Summer works under the Unemployment Relief Schemes Vote was 
referred to, the Town Clerk stated that he had asked the Borough

) Surveyor to submit proposals for tho concreting of Rowe Street,
Georges Street and Michael Street. The Borough Surveyor had suggested 
that Rowe Street, Upper, be concreted at a cost of £440; Georges 
Street, Upper, at a cost of £945; and Georges Street, Lower, at a cost 
of £397. He also suggested that the Main Street, from Charlotte 
Street to the Bullring, be concreted at a cost of £423.
This mad© a total of £2,205, which was the amount allocated for Spring 
and Summer works, but in connection with the surfacing of Georges

I Street, Upper, and Rowe Street, the Surveyor stated that it would
be necessary to renew the watermains at an approximate cost of £240, 
and the sewers at an approximate cost of £250.
In this connection the Town Clerk stated that it would be as well if 
the Corporation indicated as soon as possible what streets they 
decided the Relief Grants for 1939/40 would be spent on so that the 
question of the renewal of sewers and watermains in these areas could 
be examined with as little delay as possible, and the entire amount 
required to finance those works be raised by means of one Loan and 
not to be raising several small Loans during the year. As well, if 
this Indication were given soon it would mean that the work could be 
started early and. thus obviate any delay in commencing concreting 
work at the appropriate time.
The members favoured this suggestion and decided to leave the whole 
question to the Special Rates Committee who were to meet on Monday 
next to consider the question of where the grants should be spent.

TEMPORARY TYPIST.
The Town Clerk intimated that sanction for the employment of ‘a temporary 
typist expired on the 31st ultimo, and he wished the Corporation to
renew the appointment of Miss Phillips for a further six months. 
Councillor Gaul thereupon proposed that the Corporation be recommended 
to extend the appointment to 30th September next, subject to the 
sanction of the Minister for Local Government and Public Health, and
Councillor Connolly seconded.

) Alderman Walsh, however, objected strenuously to the appointment being
renewed on the grounds that this girl was not a resident of the Borough, 
although it was pointed out that the greater portion of her wages, 
which was paid from the Relief Grants, was contributed by the general 
Taxpayer. The Alderman, however, moved that the Corporation be 
recommended to make a new appointment, and Councillor Dunne Seconded* 
After a lengthy discussion a vote was taken, when there voted for 
the amendment - three, and against - eleven.

| The amendment was accordingly declared lost, and the motion by
Councillor Gaul that the Corporation be recommended to extend the 
appointment of Miss Phillips, was carried as a substantative motion. 
Alderman Walsh thereupon gave notice that he would move at the 
Statutory Meeting that this resolution be rescinded, but it was pointed 
out that this notice was unnecessary as the proposal now carried would 
come in the form of a recommendation to the Corporation, when the 
Alderman could vote against its adoption.

ANALYST'S FEES.
An application for a revision of the scale of fees paid to him was 
submitted by the Borough Analyst, Mr. B.G. Fagan, but before considering 
the matter the members thought it would be better if the application came direct from the Irish Public Analysts' Association, which was 
mentioned In Mr. Fagan1s application, and the Town Clerk was directed

27th March, 1939.
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to so inform the Analyst*
WAGES OP MASON’S IMPROVER.

An application was read from the Brick and Stonelayers Association 
asking for an increase in the wages of Patrick Kelly, employed as an 
improver at Davitt Road, and it was decided to request the Association 
to forward evidence of the period of his employment, when he would be 
paid in accordance with the Corporation scale adopted in 1934.

APPRENTICE MASON.
With reference to Minutes of 27th ultimo, when an application was 
under consideration from Thomas Murphy, Croke Avenue, for permission 
to serve his apprenticeship as a mason, the Building Trades Group 
objected to his employment on the ground that there was no vacancy 
for an apprentice in the Masons' Society although a letter had been 
submitted with Murphy’s application from the Secretary of the Masons* 
Society to the effect that they had agreed to accept him as an 
apprentice.
After some discussion It was decided to write to both the Trades 
Council and the Masons’ Society pointing out the need for the 
employment of apprentice masons.

EASTER COMMEMORATION.
A letter was read from the Secretary of the Easter Commemoration 
Association requesting the Corporation to attend the Masses in Rowe 
Street Church on Easter Sunday, and it was agreed that this should 
be done.

27th March, 1939.

CLAIM FOR COMPENSATION.
A form of Preliminary Notice of application for compensation for 
criminal Injury was received from Messrs. Huggard, Brennan & Godfrey, 
on behalf of Mr. Thomas Nolan, Monument Place, for £15 in respect 
of damage to a house at Farnogue, Wexford, his property. It was 
decided to refer this application to the Corporation Solicitor.

GANGER’S WAGES.
The Town Clerk intimated that the Borough Surveyor had Increased the 
wages of Ganger Rossiter by 8/- per week, and when it had been 
brought to his (Town Clerk's) notice he had informed the Surveyor 
that no official had any authority to fix or alter wages in any 
way without the prior sanction of the Corporation, and he now asked 
the Committee for a decision on the Borough Surveyor’s action.
Mr. McNally intimated that he had increased Ganger Rossiter1s work 
for a short time as a result of which he had given him an extra 
8/- per week.
After some discussion, the action of the Borough Surveyor in this case 
was approved on the motion of Councillor Dunne, seconded by Councillor 
Atkins, but the Surveyor was given to understand that for the future 
all questions of wages should be fixed by the Corporation.

SUPERVISION ON GRANT WORK.
Reference was made to the cost of supervision on the present Relief 
Grants and the Surveyor was requested to make a report on this to 
the Rates Committee when they were considering the question of the 
1939/40 Grants.

PURCHASE OP TYPEWRITER. /  \
The Town Clerk was unanimously given permission to purchase & new \A 
typewriter for use in his office.©: Wexford Borough Council
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It was also agreed that any sand which Mr. W. G. Scarr, of Coolcotts, 
could supply would be taken from him by the Borough Surveyor.

SALE OF GRAVE SPACE - DOYLE.
Councillor Dunne asked what was the position in regard to the dispute 
over a Grave Space at Crosstown Cemetery with Mr. Thomas Doyle of 
John Street, and the Town Clerk stated that he could not recollect 
the actual details of what had been offered by the Corporation, but 
would look up the papers by next meeting.

PUBLIC HEALTH BUSINESS.
The report of the Meat Inspector for the month of February showed that 
he had examined 11l cattle, 315 sheep, and 52 swine. Of the cattle, 
three heads and eight organs were destroyed for Tuberculosis and 
twenty-four organs for other diseases. Of the sheep, twenty organs 
were destroyed for diseases other than Tuberculosis; and of the 
swine, two organs for diseases other than Tuberculosis#
It was reported that recently a Notice had been served on James Boyle, 
John's Gate Street, regarding a nuisance arising from the place known 
as the "Cock" Lane at John Street being used as a dumping ground, and 
that Messrs. Kirwan and Kirwan, Solicitors, on behalf of Mr. Boyle 
held that he was not the owner.
In this case it was decided to take proceedings under the Public Health 
Act against Mr. Boyle for the abatement of a nuisance, as the members 
of the Committee were perfectly satisfied that Mr. Boyle was the 
owner.
It was further reported that in December last Notices had been served 
on Mr. Peter Kelly, the owner of five houses at Barrack Street 
requiring him to provide Water Closets therefor, and under date of 
the 9th instant Messrs. Kirwan and Kirwan, Solicitors, intimated that 
in the year 1930 similar Notices were served in respect of four of 
the houses, when the Corporation had decided that the provision of 
privies and ashpits would be ample.
The members considered that it was doubtful if-these houses would 
warrant the expense of providing Water Closets and decided to appoint 
a Special Committee consisting of Alderman Walsh, Councillors Atkins, 
Byrne, and the Mayor, with Dr. Sinnott, Medical Officer of Health, 
to meet on Wednesday, 5th proximo, at 3.0. p.m. to examine the 
houses and make a recommendation to the Corporation.

27th March, 1939.
PURCHASE OF SAND.
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3rd April, 1939. .

A Quarterly Meeting of the Corporation was held this day at 
the Town Clerk’s Office, Town Hall, Wexford, at half-past seven o'clock p.m.
The Members present being:-
Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor (in the Chair)

Aldermen: Thomas Walsh, Robert Coffey, James McMahon, 
and Patrick Tobin.

Councillors: James Sinnott, Thomas Byrne, Nicholas Connolly, 
Thomas Hayes, Patrick Hawkins, James Crosbie, 
Phillip McGuire, Stephen ^cMshon, Thos. Dunne, 
James Murphy, James Billington, Robort Momn, 
James Gaul, and Timothy Cashman.

MINUTES.
The following Minutes were submitted for ratification and 
approval:- Minutes of Corporation on 6th, 20th and 27th instant. 
Special Rates Committee on 10th, and 20th instant; Housing 
Committee on 24th instant (copies of which had been furnished 
to the Members with the Agenda convening the Meeting) and 
Finance & Works Committee on 6th, 20th, and 27th instant.
On the motion of Councillor Crosbie, seconded by Councillor 
Hayes, the Minutes as submitted, wore confirmed and signed by 
the Mayor.

PAYMENTS.
Liabilities which had accrued due up to the end of last month 
amounting, in the aggregate, to £3,998. 3. 5 were submitted, 
and having been examined, were approved and an Advice Note 
signed to enable them to be discharged.

SYMPATHY.
Before the business of the Meeting commenced the Mayor moved 
that the sympathy of the Corporation be extended to the 
relatives of the Late Wm. O'Leary, Distillery Road, who had 
died over the week-end. He recalled that Mr. O'Leary was 
one of those who brought lustre to the Town as a pioneer of 
the G.A.A., and, as one of the famous "Young Ireland” Team 
which brought the first All-Ireland Championship to Wexford 
in 1893. The motion was seconded by Councillor Dunne, 
supported by all the Members present, and adopted in respect­
ful silence.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS.
Acknowledgements of votes of sympathy passed at previous 
Meetings were read from the Christian Brothers: family of
the Late Mrs. Rossiter; and Mr. John Larkin, Abbey Street.

PAYMENT OF RATE COLLECTORS.
At this stage Councillor Sinnott asked if it would be possible 
to have the Rate Collectors paid more frequently, and the Town • 
Clerk replied that he did not think so. The Mayor pointed 
out that this matter had been raised on several occasions, 
but, up to the present, they had not succeeded in having them 
paid except about twice in each Financial Year.

©: Wexford Borough Council
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(2) 3rd April, 1939*

QUARTERLY MEETING.
The next business was to fix in accordance with the provisions 
of Section 1 0 (2) of the Local Elections Act, 1937, the day 
and hour of a Quarterly Meeting of the Council to be held 
between 23rd June and 1st July next, and on the motion of the 
Mayor, seconded by Councillor Cashman, the Meeting was fixed 
for Monday, 26th June, 1939, at half-past seven o clock p.m.

TENDERS - PLASTER.
The Housing Committee recommended that the tender of Messrs. 
McCormack & Hegarty for the supply of 80 tons of Plaster of 
Paris for the sum of £219. 19. 3 be accepted; this was, 
apppoximately, £2. 14. 2 per ton, and the only other tender 
received was from the Wexford Timber Co. who quoted £2. 19. 0 
per ton.
On the motion of Alderman Coffey, seconded by Alderman Walsh, 
it was unanimously agreed to accept the tender of Messrs. 
McCormack & Hegarty as being the lower of the two sutmitted.

MILK TENDERS.
The Public Health Committee recommended the acceptance of the 
tenders of:- Messrs. John Quirke, Hayestown; Denis Shannon, 
Killeens; John Hayes, Hayestown; Mrs K. Clare, Whiterock; 
and Mrs E. Cullimore, Stonebridge, Wexford: for the supply of 
new milk under the National Free Milk Supply Scheme, at 1/4d. 
per gallon for the year, ending 31st March, 1940.

"  HOLIDAY - CONDITION OF EMPLOYMENT.
On the motion of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Dunne, it 
v/as agreed that the same substituted holidays under the 
Conditions of Employment Act, 1936, be fixed for the year 
1939-40 as in previous years, namely:- Ascension Thursday 
in lieu of Easter Monday; Corpus Christie in lieu of Whit 
Monday; 15 August in lieu of August Monday; and January 1st 
194 0 in lieu of St. Stephen's Day, 1939.

%

ORDER UNDER MILK & DAIRIES ACT.
There v/ere submitted to the Meeting orders made by the Minister 
for Local Government and Public Health under the Milk & Dairies 
Act, 1935, entitled the Milk & Dairies Act, 1935, (Date of 
Commencement) (No.3) Order 1938; and the Milk & Dairies 
(Special Designations) (Amendments) Regulations 1939.

EXTENSION OF TEMPORARY TYPIST’S EMPLOYMENT.
The Finance Committee recommended that the employment of Miss 
Evelyn M. Phillips as Temporary Typist, in connection with 
Relief Grant Works be Extended to 30th September, 1939, in 
view of the Supplementary Grant which was at present in 
operation, and, the Spring and Summer Programme for the
Current Year.
Miss Phillips had been appointed in September 1938 as the 
result of a competitive examination at a salary of £1 . 1 0 . 0 
per week, and had been sanctioned by the Minister for Local 
Government and Public nealtli under date oi the 16th September,
No. RS/32/Uo
Councillor Connolly moved the adoption of the recommendation
and Alderman Coffey seconded.©: Wexford Borough Council
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Alderman V/alsh moved that the position be re-advertised and 
confined to residents of the Borough of Wexford, Councillor 
Dunne Seconded.
In moving his amendment, Alderman Walsh stated, that there 
was a mistake made in the original advertisement and the 
position was left open, as a result of which Miss Phillips, 
who lived a couple of miles outside the Town of Wexford was 
appointed.
The Town Clerk pointed out that there was no mistake in the 
advertisement. The conditions were se;fc/down by the Depart­
ment of Local Government and Public Health and he had placed 
them before the Corporation who raised no objection.
Alderman Walsh, however, held that the Town Clerk should have 
known that every Member would have confined the post to 
residents of the Borough, and he should have pointed out to 
the Members that this condition was not included in the advertise­
ment. He further stated that the Town Clerk wqs there to 
guide the Council.
The Town Clerk replied that the conditions were drafted by the 
Minister for Local Government and Public Heqlth and not by 
him. He was there to guide the Council when they were going 
wrong but he had no\ authority to tell them what they should 
or should not do in circumstances such as this. A lengthy 
discussion followed on this matter during which most of the 
Members appeared to be in favour of renewing the appointment 
of Miss Phillips.
Councillor Cashman, however, stated that while he agreed she 
should be retained for a further six months, he disagreed 
with the position of temporary labour altogether, and moved 
a further amendment that in the coming six months the entire 
Position be examined of the staffing of the Corporation Offices 
generally, and if assistance was required, that a permanent 
appointment should be made. Councillor Byrne seconded this 
amendment.
Alderman Walsh appeared to be favourably impressed with tho 
amendment proposed by Councillor Cashman and agreed to with­
draw his own amendment that the post be re-advertised in 
favour of the latter amendment that the whole position be
examined prior to September next.
Councillor Connolly's motion was then put to the Meeting that the Committee recommendation be adopted, and it was agreed 
to. Councillor CashmanTs motion that the entire position of 
the staffing of the Corporation Offices be referred to a 
Special Committee was also unanimously agreed to, and the 
Special Hates Committee asked to undertake the task.

UNEMPLOYED DEPUTATION.
The Town Clerk then read a letter from the Wexford Unemployed 
Association which stated that a deputation would attend the 
present Meeting for the purpose of:-
(1) Presenting a memorial signed b# 220 tenants of Artizans 

Dwellings protesting against the increase in rents.
(2) To find out the exact position as regards the payment of

the extra 1d. per hour on sewerage work.
(3) To find out whether the nomination system was to be adhered to, and, if so, the period for which men were

to be employed.
(4) To find out the attitude of the Corporation towards 

Councillor Cashman's motion re the employment of men with 
large families as keymen on Rotational Schemes.

(3) 3rd April, 1939,
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(4) 3rd April, 1939.

No. 2 was first discussed -- the question of the extra 1d. per 
hour for men employed on "dirty" work. This referred to the 
recent sewerage work in Bride Street which gave rise .to the 
application for extra remuneration. The Corporation had 
agreed to pay men engaged on "dirty" work 1d. per hour over 
the recognised rate, but the resolution did not provide for 
retrospective payments, so, after some discussion the Mayor 
gave notice that he would move at next Statutory Meeting that 
the men who were employed on this work at Bride Street should 
be paid the extra 1d. per hour.
Regarding the reference to Councillor’s Cashman1s motion - 
this referred to various resolutions adopted by the Corporation 
requesting the alteration of the three day system of Rotational 
Employment to five days, and gave rise to a very lengthy 
disousslon, during which it wae pointed out that the Govern­
ment would not agree to change the system. The Members, 
however, held that when four days employment was allowed in 
Limerick, where the rate of Wages was even higher than in 
Wexford, that similar treatment should be meted out here.
It was also stated that men on relief work in Ennis£orthy were 
employed for four days. 'Councillor Connolly eventually gave 
notice that he would move when the next Relief Grants came up 
for ratification by the Council that married men be employed 
for five days per week and single men for four days if it was 
not possible to give all of them five days.
As regards the reference to the nomination system, it was 
pointed out that some time ago the Members had each submitted 
three names to the Borough Surveyor for employment and he had 
absorbed some of those at the renewal of sewers and watermains. 
Tho remainder would be absorbed when new sewage and watermains 
work was available and until each man had been employed for a 
total period of not less than two months.
As to increase in the rents of the Corporation houses, the Mayor reviewed this matter at length and pointed out that the 
Corporation had only proposed to increase these rents by 2d. 
per week, whereas they could have increased them by more.
Time after time the attention of the Corporation had been
drawn to the fact that they were not increasing the rents of 
their houses to oover the upward gsrend in rates in accordance 
with the terms of the Local Government (Rates on Small Dwellings) 
Act, 1 928, There had been no increase in the rents of the 
Corporation houses since 1929, and he did not think it fair 
that working men in all the other streets in Wexford and living 
in houses owned by private landlords should be subsidising, to 
a greater extent than was necessary, the tenants of Corporation
houses. The Mayor further pointed out that the Co. Board of
Health had recently built houses just outside Enniscorthy; 
the rent of these houses was 2/6d. per week and Rates would, 
cost the tenants approximately, 1/2d. per week extra, and he 
thought that no comparison could be made between the wages 
of rural workers and those in the Town. Even Town residents 
received a higher scale of Unemployment Assistance. The 
Corporation houses at Wolfe Tone Villas had been let at 
inclusive rents of '/3- and 4/- per week, and he did not think 
the Corporation a bit unfair in asking these tenants to pay 
an extra 2d.
He thought it was fime for the Corporation to assert themselves 
and not to be dictated to by any outside bodies. He (Mayor) 
was definitely against receiving fihh deputation as the contents 
of their communication could be adequately dealt with by the 
Town Clerk in a letter.
Councillor Connolly proposed that the deputation be heard and 
Councillor Dunne seconded.
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3rd April, 1939.

On a poll being taken their voted for:- Councillors: Gaul,
Moran, James Biliington, Dunne, Connolly and Atkins..... (6 )
Against:- Councillors: Murphy, McMahon, McGuire, Crosbie,
Hawkins, Hayes, Byrne, Sinnott, Cashman, Alderman Tobin,
A,icMahon, Walsh, Coffey and the Mayor.................. (14)
The motion was accordingly declared lost and it was decided 
that the Town Clerk should communicate with the Association 
on the points raised in their letter.
With reference to Minutes of last Meeting when Councillor 
McMahon made certain complaints against Dr. Sinnott, Dispensary 
Medical Officer, for the Southern end of the Town, the 
Councillor now stated that on making inquiries during the 
week he ascertained that Dr. Sinnett was engaged on a Maternity 
case last Monday and he could not possibly attend the patient 
until evening. He accordingly wished to withdraw the charge 
he had made against him and requested the Corporation to direct 
the Town Clerk to communicate this wL thdrawal to the Board 
of Health.
This course, was agreed to and the Meeting then terminated.
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A Meeting of the Finance & Works Committee was held at the close 
of the above Meeting the Members present being the same as at 
the Statutory Meeting.

PENALTY RE WHITEMILL HOUSES.
With reference to Minutes of finance Committee on the 6th ultimo 
and, when a conmunication was read from Messrs. Thornton & Sons,
Solicitors, Waterford, on behalf of Messrs. H. & A. Hamilton, 

Contractors for the erection of 62 houses at Whitemill, on the 
subject of the deduction of £490 : 16 : 0 made in the amount of 
their contract under the Penalty Clause for non-completion on 
time, and when the matter had been referred to the Corporation 
Solicitor for his advice, the Town Clerk reported that as directed, 
he had consulted the Solicitor in connection with the entire 
matter.
Between them they had carefully considered the entire position 
and had examined the Contract and Bond on a number of occasions; 
they had decided that while the Corporation would appear to be 
justified in their action, the enforcement of a Penalty Clause 
was a most unusual and harsh proceeding and in which it was very 
difficult to anticipate what view a Court would take. They had, 
therefore, arrived at the conclusion that if it was at all possible 
to settle the matter without recourse to Legal proceedings it would 
be better for all concerned.
They had, accordingly, made contact with Mr. Wylie, Solicitor, for 
Messrs. Thornton & Son, as a result of which a number of conferences 
had taken place between Mr. Wylie and Mr. O’Connor, and Mr. Hamilton 
and Mr. 0 !Connor, culminating in one on Saturday last , the 1 st 
Instant, which had lasted the entire afternoon.
Those attending the conference were: Mr. Wylie, Solicitor; Mr.
Hamilton; Mr. O’Connor, Corporation Solicitor; Mr. McNally,
Borough Surveyor; and the Town Clerk.
The result of this conference was that they had agreed to suggest 
to the Corporation that a compromise should be made on the question 
of the Penalty Clause, and Mr. O’Connor, Mr. McNally and the Town 
Clerk strongly recommended that the Penalty of £490 ; 16 : 0 be 
compounded In accordance with the provisions of Section 201 (5) of 
the Public Health (Ireland) Act, 1878, to £245.
This recommendation was contained in a lengthy letter from the 
Corporation Solicitor during which he pointed out that the settle­
ment wouldhave to be approved of by the Minister for Local Govern­
ment and Public Health. He further pointed out that the negotiations 
were entirely without prejudice and that until an agreement was 
definitely approved by the Corporation the various points in connection 
with the case could not be made public.
The Members carefully considered the Town Clerk's report and Mr. 
O’Connor’s letter in this connection, and unanimously agreed that 
it was better for the Corporation to accept a Penalty of £245 rather 
than embark on expensive litigation which might not prove quite so 
profitable, so on the motion of Alderman Coffey, seconded by Alder­
man Walsh, it was unanimously agreed to recommend the Corporation, 
subject to the approval of the Minister for Local Government and 
Public Health to compound a Penalty in accordance with the Statute 
above quoted in the sum of £245.

3rd April, 1939.
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HOUSE - GRATTAN TERRACE.
With reference to previous discussions on thesubject of the house 
at Grattan Terrace formerly occupied by Mr. Thos. Barnes, Messrs. 
Little & Elgee, Solicitors on behalf of Mr. Barnes stated that he 
had handed them the correspondence which had passed in connection 
with this house and stated that:
(1) Mr. Barnes and his wife proposed to reside in the house in 

question.
(2) If permission for the purchase were arranged he would make 

such structural alterations and additions as would make the 
premises suitable for all his family to reside there.

This matter w^s very carefully considered at length and it was 
seen that from the beginning there was nothing but procrastination 
in connection with this matter, and, on the motion of the Mayor, 
seconded by Councillor Crosbie, it was decided to point out to the 
Solicitors for Mr. Barnes that this procrastination had gone on 
long enough and it was clear to them that he and his family did 
not intend to reside in the dwelling. The Corporation as a Public 
Authority could not permit that to go on any longer in view of the 
very heavy demand for houses. The house in question was erected 
for the accommodation of the Working Classes and they would not be 
carrying out their duty if they permitted the house to be used as 
It is at present -- housing two members of his family. The Cor­
poration should, therefore, demand possession of the dwelling or 
Institute proceedings to recover.
Councillor Dunne, however, proposed that the Corporation be 
recommended to agree to sell the house to Mr. Barnes, subject to 
the sanction of the Minister for Local Government and Public Health, 
and Councillor Moran seconded. On a vote being taken only the 
proposer and seconder voted for the amendment which was accordingly 
declared lost, and the Mayor's motion carried.

MEAT INSPECTOR.
With reference to previous discussions on the subject of the 
appointment of a Meat Inspector, the Minister for Local Government 
and Public Health under date of the 31st Instant by letter No.
PH 5982/39 intimated that on submission by the Corporation of a 
proposal to extend the duties of Mr. Francis Staples, Veterinary 
Inspector for the Supervision of the Milk Supplies in the Borough 
bo include the duties indicated for the supervision of Meat Supplies, 
together with an intimation that Mr. Staples had expressed in writing 
his willingness to carry out such duties, he would be prepared to 
approve of the proposal at a revised annual salary of £150 per annum. 
It vas decided to write to Mr. Staples requesting him to-state if 
he was prepared to take on the extra duties in accordance with the 
Minister's letter.

C. E. ACT ALLOWANCE.
Councillor Dunne raised a question regarding an allowance under the 
conditions of Employment Act to two men named Dempsey and Hanton, 
and stated that although they had been employed for more than three 
hundred hours they had been refused an allowance by the Town Clerk 
on the grounds that they had not worked two months.

3rd April, 1939*
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3rd April, 1939.
The Town Clerk pointed out that, in his opinion, the men had not 
worked the two months prescribed by the Act and, consequently, 
he was procluded from making the payments. He had had a number 
of interviews with the men and representatives of their Trade 
Unions on the subject and he had suggested that they should take 
the matter up with their Executive in Dublin, who could write 
to him on the point. The matter wqs dropped.
In reply to a query as to whether there were vacancies on the
Special Rates Committee, the Mayor pointed out that Alderman 
Plusk had not attended for some time past, and, on his motion,
it was agreed to add Councillor Connolly1s name to the Special
Rates Committee.
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ay in carrying out the work under gEants when the time

"Cfc ̂ fefcorges Street Upper and Lower it was thought that a new 2 1and watermain would be required at a cost of, approx- 
£500 and in addition, the Borough Surveyor submitted 

* list of streets where watermains and sewers required 
r&fiewajU It was eventually decided that in addition to tho 
proposal* submitted above for the expenditure of the Spring 
and Summer Grants, the Borough Surveyor should examine thd 
question of conoreting the Main Street from the Bull Ring to 
Harpurs Lane (including the Bull Ring itself); Michael Street 
and the Polly to the Borough Boundary, and the/footpaths at 
Redmond Road and Davitt Road North. If the ,-sewers and 
watermains required to be renewed in any of tjlese streets, 
he was to examine the cost and make a report as soon as 
possible when the Committee v/ould meet again*

<
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A Meeting of the Special Rates Committee was held at the 
close of the above Meeting, the Membersvpresent being:-
The Mayor, (in the Chair) with Alderman Walsh,

Councillors: Janos Biliington, ^icholas Connolly,
and Thomas Hayes,
SPRING & SUMMER WORKS.

The Meeting had been convened to consider the Spring and 
Summer Works Programme for 1939 tfor which a sum of £28°5 
was available. The Borough Surveyor suggested that Rowe 
Street Upper be concreted at a cost of £440; Georges 
Street Upper at £945; Georges Street Lower at £397; and 
the Main Street from Charlotte Street to the Bull Ring at 
a cost of £423.
In this connection it was,pointed out that suggestions should be made for the complete expenditure of the grants for th© 
year 1939-40, so that the position of the sewers and water- 
mains could be examined with a view to having all the renewals 
necessary carried out as early as possible and thus obviate 
delay in carrying out the work under grants when the time 
came.
In Georges Street Upper and Lower it v/as thought that a new sewer and watermain would be required at a cost of, approx­
imately, £500 and in addition, the Borough Surveyor submitted 
a lengthy list of streets where watermains and sewers required renewal. It was eventually decided that in addition to the proposals submitted above for the expenditure of th© Spring 
and Summer Grants, the Borough Surveyor should examine thd 
question of concreting the Main Street from the Bull Ring to 
Harpurs Lane (Including the Bull Ring itself); Michael Street 
and the Polly to the Borough Boundary, and the footpaths at 
Redmond Road and Davitt Road North. If the sewers and 
watermains required to be renewed in any of these streets, 
he was to examine the cost and make a report as soon as 
possible when the Committee would meet again.
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A Meeting of the Housing Committee was held this day at the 
Town Clerk’s Office, at half-past seven o’clock p.m.
The Members present being:-
Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor (in the Chair)

Aldermen: Thomas Walsh.
Councillors: James Billington, Thomas Hayes, Patrick Atkins,

John Billington, Thomas D u n n e ,  Thomas Byrne, 
Nicholas Connolly, James Crosbie, and James 
Sinnott.

TIMBER CONTRACTS.
With reference to Minutes of last Meeting when a letter was 
read from the Corporation Solicitor relative to the Timber 
Contracts with the Wexford Timber Company for the supply of 
timber for the erection of houses at Davitt Road North, and 
William Street, and when the matter was adjourned pending a 
consultation between the Borough Surveyor and the Solicitor, 
the following letter from Mr. O'Connor under date of the 3rd 
instant was read:

"Referring to our interview with you and Mr.
McNally on the 31st ultimo we have very carefully considered 
this matter and there would appear to be certain points of 
difficult Contract Law involved.

As far as we can see and it is our opinion that 
the action taken by Mr. McNally in pursuance of the clauses 
in the General Conditions of this Contract was in order.
Mr. McNally tells us that even the best of Red wood timber 
supplied by the Company was not up to the specifications.He states that he accepted the best supplied by them as being 
the best of a bad lot.

Mr. McNally went very carefully into the com­
plaints made by the Company and it would appear that he has 
completely justified his action.

For instance, Mr. McNally explained to us that 
in the matter of imported scantlings in Whitewood he required 
rafters measuring 4 -̂ x 1-J and instead of those he got rafters 
measuring 4^ x if. Mr. McNally pointed out that any person 
with the least knowledge of timber would be very suspicious 
of smaller scantlings. He indicated to us that if he accepted 
smaller scantlings he would probably bo getting inferior 
quality of wood because they would be the tops, branches or the 
sapwood of larger parts. The sapwood would be the outer or 
younger growth of the tree. He also told us that some timber 
supplied contained wane edges. That would indicate that such 
timber was of young growth and therefore of a very inferior 
quality.

Mr. McNally also says that door frames supplied 
by the Company were slack in measurement and contained shakes, 
knots, wane, warps or other imperfections. He also says 
that he asked for net measurements in such items but in fact 
these items were supplied to him by the Company in larger lengths.

We spent over one and a half hours with Mr. McNally 
and he gave us details of other items and it would appear that 
Mr. McNally has dealt very carefully with the whole question and 
that he has exercised every caution and reasonableness before 
rejecting any timber.

12th April, 1939.
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(2) 12th April, 1959*

The whole point in a case of this kind resolves 
itself to a question of fact and if Mr. McNally^ evidence 1s 
accepted by a Judge there should be no doubt whatever but that 
any Court would decide in favour of the Corporation.

In our view the Corporation are entitled to 
purchase their goods elsewhere and charge same to the Timber 
Company but once the Corporation do this grave issues will then 
arise between the Company and the Corporation and such issues 
would in our opinion, be bound to lead to litigation. We 
would therefore be very cautious in giving any opinion to the 
Corporation which might lead to expensive proceedings and we 
would hesitate to do so without the opinion of Senior Counsel.
The amount involved is very considerable and we will be glad 
therefore if the Corporation will give us permission to submit 
a case to Senior Counsel so that his opinion may be obtained.”
This matter was discussed at length, during which it was pointed 
out that owing to the difficulty of procuring suitable timber 
that one carpenter had to' be dismissed and it was possible that 
other men would be dismissed in the course of a few days, as it 
was not economic at the moment to have the works proceeding 
under the conditions which prevailed.
It was also pointed out that the present delays would adversely 
affect the building costs.
Eventually, Councillor Connolly moved that the Committee recommend 
the Corporation to close down the works and to ask the Minister 
for Local Government and Public Health to institute an inquiry. 
Councillor Byrne seconded.
It was pointed out to the Councillor, however, that it was most 
unlikely the Minister would grant an inquiry unless facts were 
adduced to warrant this course, and it was thought that if the 
position was put to him as it appeared now, that he would make 
no move until the Corporation had taken legal advice.
Councillor Sinnott however, moved as an amendment that tho 
Committee authorise the Solicitor to obtain the opinion of 
Senior Counsel on the entire matter. Councillor Atkina seconded.
The Members however, questioned the cost of this proceeding, 
and it was pointed out that Senior Counsel would probably 
receive a fee of Three Guineas for his opinion, and that the 
Corporation Solicitor would receive approximately, Five to Seven 
Guinea:s for preparing the case. The Members seemed to think 
that the cost of Counsel’s opinion would be excessive, but 
after some further discussion, Councillor Connolly agreed to 
withdraw his motion in favour of Councillor Sinnott1s amendment 
that the opinion of Senior Counsel be sought and the amendment
was unanimously declared carried.

FIELD - JOHN ST.
The Town Clerk intimated that Messrs. Kirwan & Kirwan, Solicitors, 
had asked him if the Corporation would be prepared to acquire the 
field at John Street, owned by Mr. James Boyle, for housing 
purposes.
It was thought that the field could be used to extend both
Menapia and I St. John’s Avenues, and the Surveyor was asked to
examine it from this angle, and ascertain how many houses could 
be erected thereon, and the Town Clerk was authorised to inquire
at what price the field would bo sold.
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(3) 12th April, 1939.
A discussion took placc regarding the unsightliness of various 
parts of the Town through the demolition of individual houses 
and it was suggested that an effort should be made to acquire 
these sites and erect houses on them, and the Town Clerk was 
asked to prepare, as soon as possible, a list of Demolition 
Orders made, together with the names of the owners. The 
Surveyor was also asked to examino the site to see if it would 
be suitable for housing purposes.
A further discussion took place regarding the advisability of 
installing gas and electric services in the houses at Davitt 
Road, North, and William Street, and it was agreed that both 
services should be installed so that the tenants could use 
whichever they wished, or both.
The Borough Surveyor produced a quotation he had rocoived 
from the local Gas Company for the installation of Gas service. 
For the Davitt Road Bungalows, they were prepared to instal 
all tho necessary piping required for six lighting points 
at a cost of £1 per house; and for the William Street houses 
to supply and fix all the necessary piping required for eight 
lighting points at 35/- per house. It was agreed that as 
there could be no competition in this case, that the Corpor­
ation should be recommended to accept the tender of the Gas 
Company and that tenders be invited for the installation of 
Electric wiring for both Schemes.
In connection with the electric wiring, it was pointed out, 
that there were a number of people in this Town carrying out 
Electric wiring without any qualifications whatever and it 
was decided to insert in the Specification that the lowest 
tender would only be accepted orjt condition that the work 
was carried out by Trade Union Labour.
The Meeting then terminated.
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A Meeting of the Finance & Works Committee was held this day at the 
Town Clerk's Office, Town Hall, Wexford, at half-past seven o'clock p.m.
The Members present being:-
Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor (in the Chair)

Aldermen: Robert Coffey, and James McMahon.
Councillors: Patrick Atkins, Patrick Hawkins, John Biliington,

James Sinnott, Phillip McGuire, Thomas Byrne, James 
Murphy, James Biliington, Robert Moran, Thomas Hayes, 
Timothy Cashman, James Crosbie, Stephen McMahon, and 
James Gaul.

On the motion of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Sinnott, the Town 
Clerk was authorised to apply to the Minister for Local Government and 
Public Health for permission to overdraw the Ordinary Account by a 
sum of £7,000, in order to meet the Loan Charges falling due on the 1st 
May, and until sufficient Rates had been collected to warrant the dis­
continuance of this accommodation.

DISTILLERY LANE.
The Town Clerk reported that in connection with the development of the 
Green Street Housing Site the Borough Surveyor and himself had opened 
negotiations through' the Corporation Solicitor with Mr. John Kirwan, 
owner of the Distillery Lane, which was required for the purpose of 
the Scheme. They had offered the sum of £25 for the lane but Mr.
Kirwan had intimated that he was not disposed to part with his interest 
therein, so it was unanimously decided, on the suggestion of the Town 
Clerk and Borough Surveyor, to recommend the Corporation to make a 
Compulsorily Purchase Order in respect of the property, as it was 
essential for the Scheme.

ANALYST'S INCREASE OF REMUNERATION.
With reference to a previous discussion on the application of the 
Borough Anal;fst for an increase in his remuneration, and when it was 
decided to request the Analyst to have the application made through the 
Irish Public Analyst Association, the Town Clerk reported that Mr. Fagan 
himself was the Secretary of the Association, and he had forwarded an 
Official Application on behalf of that body.
It was pointed out that the increase asked for by the Association would 
mean, in so far as the Corporation were concerned, 100$ over the cost 
of Analysis at present.
Whilst the Corporation were favourably disposed towards the application, 
one very serious objection was taken in the matter, and that was, that 
any increase would not be received by Mr. Fagan personally but by the
Dublin Corporation. The Town Clerk produced a letter dated 25th May,
1934, from Mr. Fagan in connection with Local Services (Temporary 
Economies) Act, 1934, in which he stated that he received a salary of 
£1 , 0 0 0 per annum from the Dublin Corporation, and under contract with 
that body he refunded to them all the other fees he received; the 
Dublin Corporation maintaining the Laboratory. In the year 1933-4 he 
had paid to Dublin Corporation In fees the sum of £1,657 : 10 : 10, 
which showed a gross profit to the Corporation, on Mr. Fagan's services,
of £657 : 10 : 10.

17th April, 1939,
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The Corporation saw that if they granted the increase asked for by 
Mr. Fagan that they would be merely swelling the revenues of the 
Dublin Corporation, and consequently it was decided to communicate 
with Mr. Fagan on these lines, and ascertain if the fees he received 
from the Corporation would be handed over to his employers - the 
Dublin Corporation.

AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS.

17th April, 1939.

Under date of the 5th April, 1939, by letter No. PH 10173, the 
Minister for Local Government and Public Health intimated that the 
Government had had under consideration a Scheme of Air Raid Precautions 
for this country in which Local Authorities would be required to partic­
ipate. He forwarded with this letter a memorandum setting forth the 
measures, for which the Government would accept direct responsibility 
and the scope of the arrangements which would be required to be made 
by the Corporation, in accordance with the Scheme approved by the 
Minister for Defence,
As a preliminary measure, it was proposed to train a number of Officials 
as general instructors in connection with Air Raid Precautions, and 
the Minister requested that a suitable officer be selected for the 
purpose, and particulars of his name, rank, and age transmitted to the 
Office as soon as possible.
After some discussion it was agreed, that Mr. Henry F. Doyle, Clerical 
Assistant to the Town Clerk, should attend a course of instruction in 
Dublin about June next.
As regards the measures which the Corporation would be required to take, 
they were read out by the Town Clerk, and It was seen that they could 
be best dealt with by the Fire Brigade Committee to whom the matter 
was referred, and as a first step the Town Clerk was directed to 
consult with the Garda Authorities on this matter.

EMPLOYMENT OF MEN - THREE DAYS.
With reference to discussions at Meetings of the Corporation relative 
to the employment of men for three days on Relief Schemes, and when it 
had been decided to ask the Association of Municipal Authorities to 
take up the matter, a letter was read from the Secretary stating, that 
the matter had been discussed at a Meeting of the Executive Committee 
held on the 13th instant, when it was decided that nothing could be 
done in the matter.
It was agreed to refer this communication to the Corporation, and, in 
the meantime, the Town Clerk was directed t owrite to the Town Clerk of 
Limerick inquiring under what circumstances four days per week was 
permitted on Relief Schemes in the County Borough.

HOUSE - SALTEE AVENUE.
An application from a man named Francis J. Rowe, 12 Saltee Avenue, 
for permission to put a door in the yard wall, was submitted, and on 
the recommendation of the Borough Surveyor the necessary permission 
was granted.

REPORT - M. 0. H.
Under date of the 5th instant, Dr. Sinnott, Medical Officer of health, 
reported that he had inspected the houses In Faythe owned by William 
Barr, in which certain repairs had been carried out. He reported that 
the back of No. 22 was now unoccupied and it was not the intention of 
Mr. Barr to have it used again for human habitation. As regards No.
23 and 24, he considered that they could be used for another few years 
If over-crowding was not allowed, and it was decided to ask Dr. Sinnott 
to state the number of people which could be permitted to reside in the 
house without over-crowding It.©: Wexford Borough Council
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17th April, 1939
HOUSE - ST. JOHN1S RD.

Messrs. Huggard, Brennan & Godfrey, Solicitors, under date of the 
27th ultimo referred to previous correspondence regarding the house 
at St. John* s Road, occupied by Mr. Patrick Donovan, and intimated 
they realised that the Corporation were doing everything to remedy 
the defects but, that repairs were necessary to the flue of the 
fire place and that the roof was leaking. These matters, they
thought, could be attended to at once.
They further asked to be informed what steps the Corporation proposed 
to take regarding their client's furniture, and stated that unless 
immediate steps were taken regarding a settlement for the damage 
done they would take proceedings.
It was decided to inform the Solicitors that the Corporation accepted 
no liability for any damage done to furniture and as regards their 
complaints it was the first time they had been brought to the notice 
of the Corporation, and the Surveyor was instructed to examine them 
immediately.
A letter was read from Messrs. McComack & Hegarty stating that for 
some time past they had not received any orders from the Corporation 
for the repairing of Artizans Dwellings, and were at a complete loss 
to understand why they had not received a share of this business.
The Town Clerk intimated that he had referred this letter to the 
Borough Surveyor who stated that there were two courses open to the 
Corporation:-
(1) To advertise for Crders under a Schedule of Quantities, and

The Borough Surveyor was asked to examine the feasibility of preparing 
a Schedule of Quantities so that the tenders could be invited, and to 
report as soon as possible.

With reference to Minutes of last Meeting when the question of the 
appointment of Mr. Staples as Meat Inspector was under consideration,
Mr. Staples under date of the 14th instant stated that whilst he was 
prepared to carry out the work, he considered the salary offered for 
the combined posts to be small. He was prepared, however to carry 
out the duties for a revised salary of £150 per annum, but reserved 
the right to request a revision when he had gained experience of the 
quantity of work involved in Meat Inspection.
Arising of this matter a question was asked as to whether or not Mr. 
Staples was qualified to carry out Meat Inspection, so before making 
any recommendation to the Corporation, it was decided, to request Mr. 
Staples to submit evidence that he was competent to do this work.
A lengthy discussion took place regarding the interpretation of the 
Corporation Waterworks Regulations in connection with the employment 
of Plumbers, and on the motion of Councillor Hayes, seconded by Councillor 
Byrne, the Town Clerk was directed to instruct the Corporation Solicitor 
to examine the Regulations and the Act under which they were made, and 
to give the Corporation Information as to what powers they had when work 
was done by persons other than authorised pluj '

a Specification.
(2) As there were only two firms in the business that each could

be given a monthly or quarterly contract for the small lots 
of goods required from day to day.

MEAT INSPECTOR.

that the Corporation Solicitor be authorised 
on the matter.
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A Meeting of the Finance & Works, Waterworks and Public Health 
Committees was held this day at thsTown Clerk’s Office, at half­past seven o'clock p.m.
The Members present being:-
Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor (in the Chair)

Aldermen: Thomas Walsh, Robert Coffey and James McMahon. 
Councillors: Patrick Atkins, James Sinnott, Phillip McGuire,

Stephen McMahon, Thomas Byrne, James Murphy, 
Patrick.fckawkins, James Gaul, James Billington,
James Crosbie, Robert Moran, Thomas ^ayes, and 
Timothy-" Cashman.

RENEWAL OF WATERMAINS.
The Town Clerk reported that in connection with the renewal of water- 
mains at Whitemill Road and Hill Street, which the Borough Surveyor 
had estimated to cost £460, had actually cost £625, which was £165 
over the estimate.
The Borough Surveyor in explanation stated that for some time past 
the Department of Local Government and Public Health had been 
questioning the cost of £ 1 per yard for the renewal of watermains, 
and in the present instance, he had reduced the .estimate from £1 to 
15s. for the 600 yards to be done. In addition, there was a slight 
increase in the cost of the mains.
The Members considered that it was very unfortunate that this job 
had exceeded the estimate, but realised that from the beginning it 
was a rush in order to carry out the Road Schemes under the Supplementary 
Grant fa? the relief of Unemployment, and decided to recommend the 
Corporation, to include a supplementary amount of £165 in their 

application for a loan to renew sewers and watermains in the present 
year.
It was also decided that permission to overdraw the Sewers and Mains 
Account by a sum of £165 be sought by the Town Clerk, if necessary, 
pending the raising of the new loan.

AUTOMATIC MACHINE.
An application for permission to erect a slot machine outside his 
premises at South Main Street was received from Michael Broaders. 
Provisional permission for the erection of this machine had been 
given by the Borough Surveyor, who made it clear to Mr. Broaders that 
such permission would have to be approved by the Corporation. It
was pointed out that the machine in question projected on the footpath 
by about three Inches, and if any accident occurred through this the 
Corporation might be joined as defendants for allowing an obstruction 
on the footpath, so, before granting permission, it was decided to 
inquire who were trie owners of the machine, and If they were prepared, 
to indemnify the Corporation against accident.

SCHOOL - ST. JOHN'S ROAD.
An application from Messrs. Kirwan & Kirwan, Solicitors, on behalf 
o£ the Convent of Mercy, Vv'exford, for permission to erect a new 
School at St. John's Road, was submitted.
Tfiis permission was necessary in view of. the prohibition contained in 
Section 57 of the Town and Regional Planning Act of 1934, and a lengthy 
discussion took place on the application.

24th April, 1S39.
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Councillor Gaul proposed that the Corporation be recommended to 
grant permission to erect a School and Councillor Moran seconded.
The Borough Surveyor, however, pointed out that in his opinion, it 
was not a suitable site for a school,and as well, that being a 
residential area the owners of property there might have an action 
against the Council under the Town Planning Act, if it was held 
that the erection of this School destroyed the amenities of the place.
It was eventually, decided, however, that Councillor Gaul’s proposal 
be adopted.

GREEN STREET HOUSING.
The Borough Surveyor reported that in connection with the draining 
of the Green Street Housing Site, it was necessary to carry the main 
sewer through the south west corner of the Christian Brothers Field 
adjoining Distillery Road. As the work of carrying out the sewer 
required to be done immediately, the necessary notice under the Public 
Health (Ireland) Act, 1878, had been served by the Town Clerk on the 
19th instant, and on the motion of Councillor Byrne, seconded by 
Alderman Coffey, this was approved.

REPORT OF MEAT INSPECTOR .
The report of the Meat Inspector for the month of March showed that 
he had examined 128 cattle; 341 sheep and 49 swine.
Of the cattle, six heads and four fore-quarters had been destroyed 
for tuberculosis, and one head sjk for other deseases; as well 15 organs 
were destroyed for tuberculosis and 23 for other deseases.
Of the sheep, 14 organs were destroyed for tuberculosis; of the swine 
one partial carcase and two organs were destroyed for tuberculosis and 
one organ for another desease.

HOUSE - GRATTAN TERRACE.
With reference to previous disscussions regarding the occupation of a 
house at Grattan Terrace by Mr. Thos. Barnes, the Town Clerk reported 
that he had received no reply to his letter if the 17th instant informing 
Mr. Barnes that unless he re-occupied the house within seven days the 
Corporation would seek possession, so it was agreed that any steps 
necessary to obtain possession of the dwelling should be taken forthwith.

USE OF TOWN HALL.
An application from a Miss Hayden for the use of the Town nall on 
Wednesday evening for a children’s entertainment was refused.

EMPLOYMENT OF MASON.
With reference to previous discussions regarding the employment of an 
apprentice mason, a letter was read from the Secretary of the Trades 
Council intimating that they saw no reason to reconsider their attitude 
in the matter.
In the circumstances, the Committee thought that they could do nothing 
regarding the employment of the young man in question.

24th April, 1939.
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STANDING ORDERS - COMMITTEES.
With reference to Minutes of the Corporation on the 2nd January last 
when a set of Standing Orders were adopted to regulate the Meetings 
of the Council, and when certain suggestions in a covering letter to 
the Members from the Town Clerk were made regarding the constitution 
of Committees, and which had been referred to the present committee 
for consideration, the Town Clerk pointed out that the annual Meeting 
of the Corporation would be held in June when Committees would be 
re-appointed, and he wished to know if the Finance Committee were 
inclined to recommend any change to the Corporation.
The Committee thought that in view of the talked of changes in the 
system of Local Government that it would not be worth while to make a 
change now, so it was decided to make no recommendation on this matter 
to the Corporation.

With reference to the disputes between the Borough Surveyor and the 
Wexford Timber Company regarding the supply of timber for the Davitt 
Road and William Street Housing Schemes, the Town Clerk stated that 
Counsel* s opinion had not yet beai received on the points at issue, and 
pointed out that the Courts had not re-assembled until last Tuesday, 
and consequently Counsel would not be available until then.
It was pointed out by Members that the Borough Surveyor had stated on 
a previous occasion that with the present working of the Scheme the 
Corporation were suffering a loss, and a suggestion was made that in 
view of the overhead expenses that the Corporation should be recommended 
to close the Scheme.
Councillor Byrne thereupon moved that the Corporation be recommended 
to close down the works until such time as suitable supplies of timber 
and other materials were available to permit the works to carry on 
in a normal way. Councillor Cashman seconded.
A lengthy discussion followed on this matter during which it was pointed 
out that if the works were closed down the salary of the Clerk of 
Works, which was £5. 5. 0 per week, wouldbe saved, and the only expense 
the Corporation would be under would be the employment of watchmen.
After some discussion the recommendation was agreed to with Councillors; 
James Billington, James Gaul and Patrick Atkins dissenting.

TIMBER CONTRACTS.
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A Meeting of the Special Rates Committee was held a t the close 
of the above Meeting, the Members present being:-
T&e Mayor, (in the Chair) with

Alderman: Thomas Walsh,
Councillors: James Biliington, James Sinnott and Thomas Hayes.

In connection with the renewal of sewers and watermains during 
the coming year the Borough Surveyor reported that in reference 
to the Relief Schemes it would be necessary to renew the following
watermai ns: -
Georges Street..................... £326. 0. 0.
John's Gate Street; Cornmarket and
Bull Ring.........................  368. 0. 0.
Bull Ring to Rowe Street...........  100. 0. 0.
Rowe Street to Gibson Street........ 420. 0. 0.
Gibson Street to Wickham's Shop.........  75. 0. 0.
John Street Lr.; School Street and
Carrigeen Street................... 400. 0. 0.
Thomas Street and Green Street...... 500. 0. 0.
Total for Watermains..............£2,189. 0. 0.

In addition it was decided to add the £165 to cover outstanding 
liabilities in connection with the renewal of watermains at 
Whitemill Road and Hill Street, which was referred to at the 
Finance Committee this night, and £100 for a new sewer at 
George's Street.
After some discussion it was agreed that the Borough Surveyor 
should also try and estimate the cost of renewing the sewer at 
at Summerhill Road and the cost of this shouldbe included with 
the foregoing, and to recommend the Corporation to raise a loan 
for the necessary works.

RATE COLLECTION REPORT.
The Town Clerk made the following report on the Rate Collection 
for the year ending the 31st March.-
As regards the Town Rates -- Mr. Curran had collected 72.27$ as 
against 70.20 for the year ending 31st March, 1938, which was an 
improvement of 2.07$.The Poor Rate Collector, however, had only collected 62.79% as 
against 58.34$ for 1937-38. Whilst this was an increase of 

1 4.45$ it was fetill practically 10$ below the Town Rate Collection
and he (Town Clerk) saw no reason for this. He reminded the 
Committee that on two occasions within the last six months he had 
called attention to the backward state of the Poor Rate, and 
pointed out then that he ifielt little progress v/as being made by 
the Collector in bringing the warrant into a healthy state.
He realised that there was a considerable amount of Poor Rate 
which v/as temporarily . irrecoverable and v/yuld only be got 
through the sale of a premises, but even so, this would not 
account for the low percentage of the collection.
The Meeting then examined the list of outstanding rates submitted
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by Collector Curran, and agreed to recommend the Corporation 
to strike off a certain amount and to carry forward the remainder 
into the current years warrant. They also gave certain 
directions regarding sums which they considered should be 
recovered by legal proceedings.
They then carefully examined the list of outstanding Poor Rates 
and also agreed to make recommendations to the Corporation 
regarding what should be written off as irrecoverable and what 
should be carried forward into the current years warrant.
These recommendations will be embodied in the Minutes of 
proceedings of the Corporation on the 1 st prox.
They pointed out to the Poor Ratd Collector that they were not 
at all satisfied v/ith the manner in which he was discharging 
his duties during the past 12 months, and v/arned him that unless 
there was a vast improvement in his collection for 1939-40 that 
diciplinary action would have to be taken.
The Meeting then terminated.
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A Statutory Meeting of the Corporation wqs held this day at the 
Town Clerk1s Office, Town Hall, Wexford, at half-past seven 
o’clock p.m.
The Members present being:-
Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor (in the Chair)

Aldermen: Thomas Walsh, Robert Coffey, and James McMahon. 
Councillors: James Gaul, James Murphy, Patrick Atkins, James 

Billington, Patrick £awkins, Thomas Hayes,
Thomas Dunne, Thomas Buckland, Timothy Cashman, 
Thomas Byrne, James Sinnott, and James Crosbie.

MINUTES.
The following Minutes were submitted for ratification and 
signature:- Minutes of Corporation on the 3rd ultimo; Finance 
and Works, Etc., Committees on 3rd, 17th and 24th ultimo; Special 
Rates Committee on 3rd and 24th ultimo; and Housing Committee 
on 1 2th ultimo.
On the motion of Councillor Gaul, seconded by Alderman Coffey, 
the Minutes as submitted, were approved.

PAYMENTS.
Liabilities which had accrued due up to the end of last month, 
amounting in the aggregate, to £11534. 16. 8 were submitted.
In connection with the accounts, the Town Clerk stated that it 
included a claim for expenses by Councillor Hayes for attending 
a Meeting of the Executive Committee 6f the Association of Irish 
Municipal Authorities, in Dublin, on the 13th ultimo.
The amount of the Councillor’s account was £1. 19, 5, which 
included first-class return rail fare of £1. 4. 5, and maintenance 
allowance 15s.
The Town Clerk formally objected to the allowance of 15s. on the 
grounds that it was excessive. He stated that the Local 
Conference Order laid down that reasonable expenses should be 
allowed, and in his opinion, 10s. would be all that an Auditor 
would pass in respect of Councillor Hayes's attendance at this 
Meeting, as he had not to stay out over night.
On a previous occasion Auditors had questioned in allowance of 
£1 . 1 . 0 for persons out over night and this had been reduced 
to 15s. If 15s. was sufficient for a man staying away from 
home over night, then 1 0 s. should be sufficient when he was only 
absent for the day.
In the opinion of the Town Clerk the amount would be surcharged 
as not being reasonable within the meaning of the Order, but on 
the motion of Councillor Gaul, seconded by Alderman McMahon, it 
was agreed that Councillor Hayes's claim for £1. 19. 5 be allowed 
in full, and accordingly, an Advice Note was signed to enable all 
the accounts to be discharged.
In reply"to Alderman Coffey, It was stated that the large amount 
of expenditure on the Pay Sheets was due to the repayment of 
half-yearly loan instalments.

SYMPATHY.
The Mayor moved that the Corporation extend their sympathy to 
Mr. Thos. Crosbie, their Lorry driver, on the death of his mother. 
Councillor Byrne seconded the motion, which was supported by all 
the other Members present and adopted in silence. ,
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CLOSING OP RATE COLLECTORS ACCOUNTS.
The next business was to close the Accounts of the Rate Collectors 
for the year ending the 31st March, 1939. The following is a 
summary of the Town Rate Collection:-

FOR COLLECTION —  CURRENT AND ARREARS.

BOROUGH
!/ CO. CSSS. WATER. TOTALS.

CURRENT
ARREARS

TOTALS.

/
7034. 44. 5.
2243. 1\L. 1.

_ ; I

3368. 7. 5. 
865. 16. 0.

1497. 3. 6 . 
526. 5. 9.

11900. 5. 4. 
3635. 12.10.

i
9278. $. 6 .

/ .
4234. 3. 5. 2023. 9. 3. 15535. 18. 2..

1 N
/ COLLECTION.

COLLECTED
-----------------
6627. 0. •or—1 3105. 13. 0. 1434. 15. 0.:11167. 8 . 1 0 .

DISCOUNT 79. 6 . Oo 39. 13. 1l. 19. 16. 6 .: 138. 16. 5.
ARREARS 2571.,1 8 . 8 . 1088. 16. 6 . 568. 17. 9. 5 4229. 12. 1l.

TOTALS. '9278. 5. 6 . 4234. 3. 5. 2023. 9. 3.:15535. 18. 2 .

The Collector’s discharge Sheets had been carefully examined by 
the Special Rates Committee and they recommended that they be 
dealt with as follows:-

WRITTEN OFF AS 
IRRECOVERABLE.

CARRIED FORWARD 
INTO 1939-40.

BOROUGH. 573. 0 . 6 . 2064. 5. 0 .
CO. CESS. 255. 0 . 6 . 773. 4. 0 .
WATER. 127. 0 . 2i * 437. 2 . 8g °

TOTALS. 955. 1 . 2-g-. 3274. 1l. 8 2 *

It was considered that Mr. Curran had nade a very good collection, 
which was, approximately, 2% higher than last year, and on the 
motion of Councillor Uaul, seconded by Councillor Sinnott, the 
recommendation of the Special Rates Committee was adopted, and it 
was further agreed to pay him the balance of the poundage due, 
subject to the sanction of the Minister for Local Government 
and Public Health.©: Wexford Borough Council
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As regard^ the Poor Rate Collection -- the total amount of 
Ml). O'Leary’s Warrant, including £4258* 12. 0 arrears, was 
was......................... ................... £13523. 1l. 10.
Of this he had collected--------------£8395. 2. 4.
Allowed Discount of-----------------------  98. 18. 3-
Leaving Arrears at 31st
March, last year of----------- £5029. 1l* 3, £13523. 1l. 10.
The Special Rates Committee had also examined Mr. O'Leary’s list
of outstanding rates, ana recommended that £1127. 16. 1 should be 
written off as irrecoverable, and £3901-o- 15. 2 carried forward 
as collectible arrears.
On the motion of Alderman Walsh, seconded by Councillor Hayes, 
the Rates Committee recommendation regarding the Poor Hate Arrears 
v/as also agreed to, and it was further agreed that Collector O’Leary be paid the balance of the poundage due to him, subject 
to the approval of the Minister for Local Government and Public 
Health.
Arising out of the closing of the Collectors' Warrants, attention 
was called to the very large amount of Rates due by the Franciscan 
Fathers, Wexford. The total due to the 31st March was £263. 19. 2, 
and whilst every effort had been made to collect the money it had 
been found impossible. Arrears like these reflected very badly 
in the percentage of the Collector's Warrants outstanding, and the 
Tov/n Clerk v/as requested to get in touch with some other Boroughs 
and find out if the Friars were paying their Rates, so that the 
Corporation would have some knowledge as to v/hat the Order was 
doing in other places.

RATES FOR 1939/40,
The next business v/as to formally make Rates for the service of 
the year ending 31st March, 1940, and the following four 
resolutions were unanimously adopted:-
(1) On the motion of Councillor Byrne, seconded by Councillor 
Sinnott it was resolved:-

"That a Borough Rate of Seven shillings and fourpence in 
the pound (being 1s. for general Town purposes and Six shillings 
and fourpence for General Sanitary purposes) be made on the net 
assessible value of property within the Borough of Wexford to 
supply the deficiency in the Borough Fund as shov/n in an Estimate 
of Expenses required to permit the Municipal Administration of 
said Borough to be carried out in the year ending 31st March, 1940, 
as considered and adopted on the 20th day of March, 1939."
(2) On the motion of Alderman Walsh, seconded by Councillor Dunne, 
it was resolved:-

"That an assessment of Three shillings and tenpence in the
pound be made in respect of the year ending 31st March, 1940,
pursuant to the Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Order 
(Wexford) Confirmation Act, 1873, and the acts incorporated with 
and amending or extending same, as per an estimate duly considered 
and adopted on the 20th day of March, 1939."
(3) On the motion of Councillor James Billington, seconded by 
Alderman Coffey, it was resolved:-

"That an assessment of One shilling and sixpence in the pound
viz:- A Domestic Water Rate of one shilling and a Public Water
Rate of sixpence on the rateable value of property within the Tov/n Wexford be laid on in respect of the year ending 31st March, 1940, 
pursuant to the Local Government (Ireland) Provisional Order 
(Dalkey Etc.) Confirmation Act, 1876; the Tublic Health (Ireland)
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Act, 1878, and Acts incorporated with and amending or extending 
same as per an estimate duly considered and adopted on the 2 0th 
day of March, 1939.”
(4) On the motion of Councillor Gaul, seconded by Councillor 
Hawkins, it was resolved:-

"That a Poor Hate of Nine shillings in the pound for 
service of the year ending 31st March, 1940, be -made on a 
assessable valuation of property within the Urban Distri 
Wexford as per an estimate duly considered and adopted o 
27th day of March, 1939,”
The Book containing the itons of the foregoing three Town Rates, 
together with the Poor Rate was thereupon sealed and signed on 
behalf of the Corporation.

RATE xWARRANTS.
On the motion of Alderman Coffey, seeonded by Councillor Sinnott9 
a Warrant authorising the collection of the Town Rates, together 
with arrears of previous years rates carried forward, was sealed 
and signed on the part of the Corporation.
On the motion, of Councilor Hawkins, seconded by Councillor Hayes, 
a Warrant authorising the collection of the Poor Rate, together 
with arrears of previous years rates carried forward, was also 
sealed and signed on the part of the Corporation.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS.
With reference to Minutes of last Meeting when a Resolution of 
Sympathy with the relatives of the late Mr. Wm. O’Leary, Distillery 
Road, was adopted, Mrs. O’Leary returned thanks to the Corporation 
for their kindness.

TEMPORARY TYPIST - SANCTION.
Under date of the 21st ultimo by letter No, RS/32/U the Minister 
for Local Government and Public Health sanctioned the retention 
to 30th September next of Miss E. M. Phillips, as Temporary Typist, 
with remuneration at the rate of £1 . 1 0 . 0 per week.

TYPIST - SALARY SSALE.
With reference to Minutes of the 20th March when it was decided 
to vary the salary of Miss K. Lacey, Typist, from a fixed salary 
of £104 per annum to onn of £104 by annual increments of £5 to a 
maximum of £156 per annum, the Minister for Local Government and 
Public Health under date of the 25th ultimo, by letter No. G. 
11728/39, stated that he would be prepared to agree to Miss Lacey’s 
salary being advanced to £110 per annum as from the 3rd instant, 
and to her proceeding by annual increments of £5 to £120 and then 
by annual increments of £ 1 0 to a maximum of £140 per annum.
On the motion of Alderman Coffey, seconded by Councillor Crosbie, it was unanimously agreed to accept the scale suggested by the
Minister.

UNEMPLOYMENT ASSISTANCE ACT.
A letter was read from the Department of Industry and Commerce in 
reference to Section 26 of the Unemployment Assistance Act, 1933, 
as amended by Section 6 of the Unemployment Assistance (amendment) 
Act, 1938, which stated th?t the Minister could not agree that in 
arriving at the amount payable by the Corporation of Wexford under 
the provisions of these statutes, any amount may be deducted from 
the valuation of the Borough, and that the amounts deducted from 
the gross valuation as set out in the Town Clerk's communication
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of the 17th February last had been improperly deducted.
This letter was marked red.

COMPULSORY PURCHASE ORDER.
The Finance Committee recommended that a Compulsory Purchase Order 
be made under the Housing of the Working Classes Acts, 1890 to 
1931, in respect of 1 rood. 3.5. perches (Statute Measure) of Land 
situate at Distillery Lane, Wexford, and known as ’’Distillery 
Lane*" The land was owned and occupied by:-
(a) John Kirwan,
(b) John Kirwqn, Annie Walsh, and Mary Kirwan (as representatives 
or executors de son tort) of the late Bridget Kirwan deceased.
The lane in question was absolutely essential for the Corporation 
in the development of a Housing Site at Green Street, and Mr. 
Kirwan had been offered the sum of £25 for hie interest in the 
laneway bat he had refused to sell or negotiate with the Corpor­
ation.
On the motion of Councillor Byrne, seconded by Councillor James 
Biliington, the following resolution was thereupon unanimously 
adopted:-

’’That our Corporate Seal be hereby affixed to the Wexford 
(Distillery Lane) Compulsory Purchase Order, 1939, and that the 
Minister for Local Government and Public Health be requested to 
confirm the Order.”

TOWN AND REGIONAL PLANNING ACT.
The Finance Committee recommended that permission be granted 
under the Town and Regional Planning Act to the Superioress of 
the Convent of Mercy, Wexford, for tho erecbion of a School at 
St. John’s Road..
When the matter ccune before the Finance Committee the Borough 
Surveyor pointed out that in his opinion (although he had not 
time to go into the matter in full) the site was not suitable for
a school, having regard to the possible movement of population
from the district in which it was proposed So be built, and the
Tow# Clerk had pointed cut that in view cf the fact that no Town
Planning Scheme had been made for the Borough which could contain 
a prohibition against the payment of compensation, that the Cor­
poration might be made liable for damages by the residents of St. 
John’s Road (which was a residential area) if they could prove 
that the amenities of the road were affected by tho School.
The Town Clerk had consulted with the Mayor during the day on this 
matter and indicated to him that it would be very injudicious if 
he had to warn the Corporation at the present meeting that they 
might be liable for compensation, so when the recommendation came 
before the present meeting the Mayor stated that certain 
complications had arisen regarding the matter, and it would be 
advisable to postpone ti, so that the matter could be given more 
careful consideration by the Members and Officials than hadbeen 
possible up to the present. Councillor Gaul thereupon moved that 
tho matter be adjourned and Councillor Dunne seconded.
This was unanimously agreed to.
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CONTRACT PENALTY.
The Finance Committee recommended that a penalty of £490. 16*0 • 
made under a clause in the contract with Messrs. H. & A. Hamilton, 
of Waterford, for the erection of 62 houses at Whitemill be 
compounded under Section 201(5) of the Public Health (Ireland)
Act, 1878, in the sum of £245.
The position in this case was that Messrs. Hamilton had entered 
into a contract for the erection of 62 houses together with 
ancillary works for the sum of £20,939, and it provided for the 
completion of the houses and works by the 8 th June, 1938.
The contract also provided that Messrs. Hamilton shcrold pay the 
Corporation up to £25 per week liquidated and ascertained damages 
for every week from the 8 th June, 1938, during which the houses were not completed.
The houses were not completed for 24 weeks after the prescribed 
time and tho Corporation were at a weekly loss of:-
(1) Wages of Clerk of Works--------- ------£5. 5. 0 .
(2) (a) Rent of 24 houses @ 4s.-£4.16.0.

(b) Rent of 26 houses @ 5s.--  6.10.0,
(c) Rent «of 12 houses @ 6/6d.- 3.18.0. £5. 4. 0.

Total weekly loss.-------------- £20. 9, 0.
Full loss £2 0 . 9. 0 x 24 weeks - £496. 16. 0.** ’ I

This deduction from the penultimate payment to Messrs. Hamilton 
gave rise to a very lengthy letter from the Contractors Solicitors 
threatening legal action to recover the sum deducted#
The Corporation at this stage brought their legal adviser into 
the case and he had had a number of consultations with the Borough 
Surveyor and the Town Clerk when the position of the Corporation 
under the Contract was very carefully examined. They had decided 
that whilst the Corporation would appear to be justified in 
enforcing at least some of the penalty, such a course was most 
unusual, and it would be very difficult to anticipate what view 
a Court would take.
So having regard to all the circumstances of the case, they thought 
it would bo advisable to settle the matter without recourse to
expensive legal proceedings.
Contact was therefore made with Messrs. Hamiltons Solicitors, 
as a result of which a number of conferences took place resulting 
in an agreement that some of the 24 weeks delay was due to 
circumstances over which the Contractors had no control, and it 
was decided that the Corporation should be recommended to exercise 
their discretion under the Public Health (Ireland) Act, 1878, to 
compound the penalty, and the sum of £245 to b e b y  the 
Corporation v/as suggested as a just settlement of tho dispute.
The suggestion of the Officials was considered by the Finance 
Committee on a recent occasion when they unsn imously decided that 
the Corporation should be recommended to agree to the compounding 
of the penalty.
Arising out of tiis matte# It was mentioned that Messrs. Hamilton 
had been asked to pay the Corporation's legal costs In the 
matter, on the grounds that it v/as they who had invoked legal action, but the Members thought that each side should bear its 
own costs, ana that the withholding of £245 was sufficient penhlt#- 
on the Contractors. Thereupon Alderman Coffey moved that the 
Corporation, exercise their discretion under Section 201(5) of the 
Public Health (Ireland) Act, 1878, and compound the penalty of 
the sum of £245; each side to pay their own costs. Alderman 
McMahon seconded this motion which v/as unanimously adopted.
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PUBLIC PARK AT FAYTHE. ,

In accordance with notice given Councillor Sinnott moved that
entered into for the purchase of land at Faythe 
°f establishing a playing ground there for 

to ren< Councillor Byrne seconded this motion which was agreed

MEN EMPLOYED ON "DIRTY" WORK.
With reference to Minutes of last Meeting, when the Mayfer gave 
notice that he would move the variation of the resolution of the 
2nd January last agreeing to pay 1d. per hour extra to men engaged 
on "dirty" work, so as to- permit payment to be made to those who 
were engaged on the renewal of the Bride Street Sewer, the Mayor 
now formally moved this motion and said he thought it would be 
agreed that having regard to the obnoxious nature of the work that 
the men should be paid the extra 1d. per hour which would amount 
in all to approximately, £1 2 . Councillor Dunne seconded the 
motion which was unanimously agreed to.

ANALYST’S REPORT.
The report of the Borough Analyst for the quarter ended 31st 
March last showed that he had examined six samples of milk, five 
of butter, four of cheese, two of camphorated oil, and one each 
of whiskey, strawberry jam, olive oil, port wine, sherry, sausages 
and margarine, making a total of 24 samples. One sample of milk 
hadbeen found to be deficient of 6 .6 6$ fats, and one sample of 
camphorated oil deficient of 21.0$ camphor. This report was noted.

DEED OF MORTGAGE.
There was submitted for execution on the part of the Corporation 
a Deed of Mortgage whereby security would be given to the 
Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland for the repayment of a 
Loan of £2776 for the erection of eight bnngalows at Davitt Road, 
North, and on the motion of Councillor Gaul, seconded by Councillor 
Dunne, the following resolution was unanimously adopted:-

"That our Corporate Seal be affixed to the Deed of Mortgage 
of this date now read whereby security is given to the Commissioners 
of Public Works in Ireland for the repayment of the sum of £2776 
proposed to be advanced by them to us under the Housing of the 
Working Classes Act?, 1890-1932."
The Mortgage Deed was thereupon sealed and signed on the part of 
the Corporation, and the following further resolution as proposed 
by Councillor Byrne and seconded by Alderman Walsh, was also 
unanimously adopted:-

"That inasmuch as this Corporation does not immediately 
require from the Commissioners of Public Works in Ireland the 
total amount of the sum mentioned in the Deed of Mortgage to them 
this day executed by this Corporation but prefer to receive the 
same by instalments as occasion may requiro. IT IS RESOLVED 
that the request for each advance shall be intimated to said 
Commissioners by the Chairman of this Corporation for the time 
being, countersigned by the Town Clerk, and that each such request 
shall be forwarded to the Accountant for said Commissioners, and 
that all such advances shall be lodged to our account In the 
Wexford Branch of the National Bank."
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CONNOLLY MEMORIAL MASS.
An invitation for the Corporation to attend the 11.0. o’clock Mass 
in the Church of the Immaculate Conception on Sunday, 14th instant, 
for tho repose of the soul of the Late James Connolly, was accepted.

TENDERS./
Two tenders were submitted for the s upply of gun metal Stopcocks 
from the Wexford Timber Company and Messrs. McCormack and Hegarty.
For iff

2 the Timber Company quoted £1. 16. 0 per dozen.
tt iff2 Messrs. McCormack & Hegarty £2. 1. 0 . per dozen.
if £ff4 the Timber Company quoted £2. 8. 0. " ft
ft * 3 ft4 Messrs. McCormack & Hegarty £3. 4. 2. ” ft
it 1" the Timber Company quoted £4. 4 . 0. tf tt
ft 1" Messrs. McCormack & Hegarty £6 . 4. 0 . tt ft

As the tender of the Wexford Timber Company v/as the lower
seconded by Alderman McMahon.

* RENEWAL OF CINEMA LICENCES.
Applications for renewal of Licences under the Cinematograph Act,
1909, were submitted from the Wexford Cinema Palace and the Capitol 
Cinema for the ensuing twelve months, and on the motion of Councillor 
Hawkins, seconded by Councillor Dunne, the two Licences were 
granted with the usual restrictions.
Councillor Cashman however, suggested that a condition should be 
embodied in the Licences requiring that the doors be closed during 
the playing of the National Anthem at the close of each night’s 
exhibitions, but the Town Clerk pointed out that this would be 
contrary to all regulations governing the use of public buildings 
where the doors must be always in such a position as to be easily 
opened from the inside. No action was taken on the suggestion.
The Finance Committee recommended that the erection of houses at 
Davitt Road, North, and William Street be suspended uAtil such time 
as suitable supplies of timber and other materials were available 
to permit the works being carried out in a normal way.
This matter had engaged the attention of the Housing and Finance 
Committees for some time past as a result of a letter received 
from the Wexford Timber Company by the Town Clerk in February 
complaining that large quantities of timber had been rejected by 
the Borough Surveyor as not being in accordance v/ith the Specification. 
The matter had been carefully considered by the Committees in the 
light of a Clause in the General Conditions of the Specification 
which appeared to give the Corporation power to obtain the goods 
or articles elsewhere at the expense of the Contractor.
The interpretation of this Clause, however, appeared to the Committees 
to be very doubtful and the Corporation Solicitor had been asked 
to advise on it, but he recommended that the opinion of Senior 
Counsel should be obtained. This had been agreed to but up to 
the present Counsel’s opinion had not been received.
The Finance Committee had carefully considered the whole position 
on the 24th ultimo, and in view of the fact that the works were not 
progressing as speedily as they should, thought, that in order to 
reduce overhead expenses, they should be closed down until sufficient 
supplies of suitable materials were available.©: Wexford Borough Council
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It now appeared, however, that, during the past week, supplies of suitable timber, etc., had been delivered by the Contractors, 
as a result of which extra carpenters were employed, and in view 
of this, the Mayor suggested that the motion should be amended so that permission be given to the Housing Committee to close down the works if the supplies of suitable materials, which were delivered during the past week, did not continue. In the meantime, 
Counsel’s 'Opinion would probably be to hand when the. Committee could reconsider the matter in the light of his advice'.
After some discussion the Mayor put his suggestion into the form of a proposition which was seconded by Councillor Murphy and unanimously agreed to.
Arising out of the erection of these houses, Councillor Byrne 
complained that all the Carpenters were members of one Union and it appeared that the other Union in the Town was being victimised, 
but the Borough Surveyor in$ima$ed that he was not aware of what Union the men employed were in, and it was agreed that in future 
the employment of Carpenters should be distributed between tho two Unions.

RELIEF GRANTS 1939/40.
WUih reference to the Relief Grant "Works for the current year it was stated that £2205 was available for Spring and summer Works, 
and £5145 for Winter Works. > It was proposed, subject to the approval of the Council, to utilise this money in so far as 
Spring and Summer Works were concerned, in the re-surfacing in concrete of:- \

Rowe Street Upper.George St. Upper and Lower.
North Main St. from Charlotte St. to Bull Ring.

For the Winter Works:- It was suggested that the Main Street 
be concreted from the Bull Ring to Harpur1 s Lane; that the surface of Michael Street to the Borough Boundary be concreted, and that concrete footpaths be laid at Redmond Monument and Davitt Road,
North.Reference was made to the condition of the footpaths at St. Johnfs 
Road, Francis Street and Waterloo Road, which it was agreed were 
in a bad condition, and on the suggestion of the Mayor, it was 
decided to defer consideration of the winter proposals so as to 
enable these complaints to be examined, and the proposals for the spring and summer Morks were unanimously adopted on the motion of 
Councillor Crosbie, seconded by Councillor Hawkins.

ROTATIONAL EMPLOYMENT.
Arising out of this matter, and to a discussion at last Meeting 
of the Colonell, when it was decided to request the Association of 
Irish Municipal Authorities to advocate the extension of the three 
day system of employment on Relief Work, the Town Clerk read a 
letter from the Secretary of the Association intimating that in the opinion of the Executive nothing could be done in regard to 
the Corporation^ proposal.The Town Clerk further stated that he had submitted the Association’s letfer to a recent Meeting of the Finance Committee when it was pointed out that men were employed for more than three days in
Limerick, and as directed then, he had written to the City Manager
who informed him that as far as he was aware, the four-day rotationalsystem of Relief Grant Work was only applicable to County Boroughs*

(9) 1st May, 1939.
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There was also a notice on the Agenda in the name of Councillor 
Connolly to the effect that married men employed on Relief Works 
be kept for five days per week, and single men for four days per 
week, if it was not practicable to employ all for five days.
In the absence of Councillor Connolly, Councillor Byrne stated he 
had his permission to move this motion; and moved "that married 
men with four children or over be employed for 5 days per weekj 
married men with less than four children 4 days per week; and • 
single men 3 days per week.
In moving the motion Councillor Byrne said he thought the time 
had arrived when they must disregard all the Regulations. There 
had been a precedent in regard to the duration of past grants 
had convinced him that the w ork, to a great extent, was not 
rotational(i If the authorities could take the initiative and 
employ certain men for 3l weeks, he thought the time had come when 
they should stand up and tell the people that there were certain 
unemployed men who were "eserving of something greater than three 
days. He stated that it ha" been brought to his notice that 
certain people in charge of Schemes in Wexford were employing men 
in key positions. He was against that and thought every individual 
had a right to the same ppportunities.
Councillor Cashman seconded the motion, and in a lengthy address 
repeated most of the remarks whi6h had been heard on this subject 
before, and quoted from a recent report of the Local Government
Department which stated that "there was a decline in the death
rate of infants, and that the cause of infqntile deaths was 
poverty." He also pointed out that in a very short while the 
Corporation alon'g v/ith every other Council would be asked to have 
a certain sum of money for Air Raid Precautions, but it was 
impossible he said to obtain money for the relief of the unemployed.
During the course of the discussion it v/as pointed out that the
Corporation had no power to alter the regulations. The regulations 
were made by the Government and the Officials had to carry them 
out as they were sent down.
The Mayor stated they certainly had not any power to alter the
regulations as suggested in the proposal before the Meeting, but 
they had pov/er to send word to the Government that they would not 
start the work until the Government agreed to issue an Order, or 
the Borough Surveyor agree, £hat key-men should be taken from 
men with families of over four and that they be kept for five 
days, and that every married man be kept for four days and single 
men for three days. As far as he saw the only thin& they could
do was to hold up the Grants to see if their suggestions were
going to bo agreed to* He thought, however, that it would be 
futijfce to pass the proposal at present before the Meeting, and 
suggested thag a Committee should be set up to consult with the 
Borough Surveyor about the whole matter and if they could have 
an agreement that the Surveyor was prepared to recruit his keymen 
from men v/ith families of four and over, and change them every four
weeks, it might remove the difficulties.
After some further discussion, the Mayor's suggestion was unanimously 
agreed to, on the motion of Alderman Coffey, seconded by Councillor 
James Billington, and the following Committee was appointed, namely:- 
Councillors: Cashman, Dunne, Byrne, James Billington, Sinnott,
Hayes, Atkins, Alderman Walsh, and the Mayor.

RENEWAL OF SEWERS AND WATERMAINS.
In connection with Relief Grant proposals it was pointed out that 
it would be necessary to relay new watermains in Georges Street; 
John’s Gate Street* Main Street; John St; School St; Thomas 
Street; and Green Street, at a cotal cost of £2189, and a new
sewer in Georges Street at a cost of £100.
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The Special Hates Committee recommended the Corporation to carry 
out these works which were essential, and to raise a loan from 
the Local Loans Fund for the purpose, together with £165 to discharge 
outstanding liabilities in connection with the laying of water- 
mains at Hill Street and Whitemill Road. This made a total cost 
of £2289. The Committee had also asked the Borough Surveyor to 
examine the question of a new sewer at Summerhill Road. He now 
stated that this would cost £850, so it was agreed that this should be deferred for further consideration by the Committee.
As regards the £165, over-expenditure in connection with the 
renewal of watermains at Hill Street and Whitemill Road, the 
Borough Surveyor had explained to the Finance Committee that he 
had reduced his estimate for this work by 5s. per yard in the 
hope that he would be able to get the 600 yards done at 15s.
This was impossible and accounted for the over expenditure.
The total amount now proposed to be raised for renewal of sewers 
and watermains was £2454 and the cost of a Mortgage Deed would be, 
approximately, £6 , making a total of £2460, so on the motion of 
the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Hayes, it was unanimously agreed 
that the works be done and >that a loan of £2460 be r&ised for the 
purpose from the Local Loans Fund.

TENANCY OF HOUSE AT GRATTAN TERRACE.
The next business was a motion in the name of Councillor Dunne 
that the Corporation agree to sell the house at Grattan Terrace 
to Mr. Thomas Barnes and that the decision of the Finance Committee 
on the 24th ultimo to seek possession for non-occupation be 
rescinded.
The Mayor ruled that as this matter would likely be the subject of 
litigation that it should be considered in Committee. The Meeting 
thereupon went into Committee when the matter was considered.
The facts of this case were th t̂ Mr. Barnes and his family had 
occupied a Corporation house at Grattan Terrace since it was erected 
some 30 years ago until 1938 when he had gone to reside at South 
Main Street, but left his son and daughter-in-law who were residing 
with him at Grattan Terrace, in occupation of the house, and he 
himself had never relinquished the tenancy. The Corporation did 
not raise any objection to this occupation by his son, but this 
young man had now gone to reside at Enniscorthy and Mr. Barnes had 
refused to give up possession.
It was well known to the Members that Mr. Barnes was trying to hold 
possession of the house for a daughter of his who was to be married 
in June next, and the matter had been before the Finance Committee 
cf the Corporation on numerous occasions, following a report from 
the Rent Collector in January last that this young man had vacated 
the house.
A lengthy correspondence had ensued between Mr. Barnes and the 
Town Clerk on this matter, in the course of which Mr. Barnes had 
offered to purchase the house from the Corporation and to make 
the necessary alterations which would enable it to house his entire 
family.The Finance Committee had decided on several occasions that if Mr. 
Barnes and his entire family reoccupied the dwelling they would 
favourably consider the question of selling him the house, but would 
not consider the question of selling whilst he was not in occupation*
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There had been a considerable amount of procrastination on the 
part of Mr. Barnes since Hhis correspondence commenced, and the 
Finance Committee had decided on the 24th instant, that Notice to 
Quit should be served for possession of the dwelling, as having 
regard to the present shortage of houses in the Town they could not 
stand over this man occupying two premises. It was as a result 
of this decision of the Finance Committee that Councillor Dunno 
gave the notice above referred to, and he now moved it.
Councillor Buckland seconded the motion but on a vote being taken 
only the proposer and seconder voted for it and it was accordingly 
declared lost.
It was also agreed on the suggestion of the Mayor that Meetings 

of the Finance and Works, Etc. Committees should be held only 
fortnightly for the summer months.
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5th May, 1939*

A Meeting of the Special Committee appointed on the 1 st 
instant, to consider the question of the operation of 
Relief Grants, was held this day at the Town Clerk1s 
Office, at 7*45. p.mr
The Members present being
Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor (£n the Chair) with

Alderman. Thomas Walsh,
Councillors: James Billington, Patrick Atkins, Thomas 

Byrne, Thomas £>unne , James Sinnott, and 
Timothy Cashman.

The Borough Surveyor,and Town Clerk were also in attendance.
A letter was read from the Department of Local Government 
and Public Health pointing out that proposals f or the 
expenditure of Spring and Summer Works should have been 
submitted before the 31st March, and asking that they be 
forwarded without further delay.
In this connection, it was pointed out to the Meeting that 
it v/as only on tire 1 st instant that the Corporation had 
approved of the necessary proposals and that they were 
being prepared in the form necessary for the Department 
and would be sent up in the course of a few days.
A very frank and full discussion took place regarding the 
operation of these grants, especially in relation to keymen, 
and after lengthy arguments, during which the position was 
explained both from the point of Mew of the Officials 
charged with the administration of the Grants, and the men 
employed, the Borough Surveyor agreed to rotate all keymen, 
with the exception of two tamper men, every four weeks, and 
it v/as also decided that before the next work started he 
should submit to the Committee a list of the men he proposed 
to emplo
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A Special Meeting of the Corporation was held this day,
(pursuant to the Mayor's requisition) at the Town Clerk’s 
Office, at half-past seven o’clock p.gi.
The.Members present being:-
Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor (in the Chair)

Aldermen: Robert Coffey, Thomas Walsh, Patrick Tobin, 
and James McMahon.

Councillors: James Biliington, Patrick Atkins, John Biliington, 
Robert Moran, Thomas Hayes, James Murphy, Thomas 
Buckland, James Gaul, James Sinnott, Thomas 
Dunne, James Crosbie, Phillip McGuire, Thomas 
Byrne, Timothy Cashman, Nicholas Connolly,
Stephen McMahon, and Patrick Hawkins.
HOUSE AT WHITEROCK VIEW.

•?
The Meeting had been convened to select a tenant for a house 
vacant at Whiterock View, and before a poll was takan on the 
applications, Councillor Biliington asked if the motion which 
he had sponsored in April, 1937, for the establishment of a 
panel of persons eligible for the tenancy of Artisans Dwellings 
would apply in this case, and the Town Clerk read the Minute 
of the 5th April, 1937, which excluded from this proposal 
houses erected for'the re-housing of slum dwellers.
A poll was thereupon taken, when there voted for:-
Nicholas Murphy, High St. - Councillors: Hawkins, McMahon,
Connolly, Cashman, Byrne, Buckland, Atkins, Murphy, Hayes,
Aldermen McMahon, Walsh, and Coffey. (12).
For Edward Murphy, Cornmarket.- Councillors: McGuire, John 
Biliington, and The Mayor. (3).
For James Crosbie, Swan View.- Councillors: Crosbie, Dunne,. 
Sinnott, Caul, and Moran. (5).
For William J. Foote, Selskar St.- Councillors: James Biliing­
ton, and Alderman Tobin. (2).
Murphy having a clear majority of the members present was 
declared the tenant.
The Meeting then terminated. j
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A SpfeciaV^Keeting the Corporation^ was held £his day ('tmrsuant̂ tcf 
tli* Ma^r? s requisition) ,/at the ^own Clerk’s Office, .at half^p^st

A Meeting of the Finance & Works Committee was held at the close of 
the above Meeting, the same members being in attendance.

HOUSE - GRATTAN TERRACE.
With reference to minutes of the Corporation on the 1st instant, when 
the question of the house at Grattan Terrace , occupied by Mr. Thomas 
Barnes, was under consideration, the Town Clerk reported that under 
date of the 6 th instant Messrs. Little & Elgee, Solicitors, for Mr. 
Barnes stated that he was prepared to give up possession of the 
premises on the understanding that he was allowed 14 days, as from 
the 8 th idem, in which to remove his furniture and fittings etc.
They further stated that Mr. Barnes was prepared to leave the fittings 
there if the new tenant was prepared to take them over at an agreed 
figure. The Town Clerk had replied agreeing to defer proceedings 
cf the matter until the 22nd, to enable Mr. Barnes to remove his 
furniture etc., but pointed out,that the Corporation could nfct say 
who the new tenant would be and consequently, could not make any
agreement on the matter. He had received a letter this day from
Messrs. Little & Elgee, Solicitors, stating that Mr. Barnes was 
prepared to give up the key on receiving an undertaking from the Cor­
poration that if the new tenant of the house did not wish to take the 
said fixtures and fittings that Mr. Barnes would have liberty to txks 
enter the house to remove them, or, in the alternative, he was prepared 
to forego all claims to the fixtures and fittings on being paid the 
sum of £ 1 0 for them. The fittings included a back-kitchen, a fancy
fireplace, gas fittings in seven apartments, garden railings and gate,
and three outhouses.
The Committee agreed that Mr. Barnes should be given the undertaking 
asked for but they were not prepared to take over the fittings for the 
sum mentioned, as that was a matter to be settled entirely between 
Mr. Barnes and the new tenant.
It was further agreed that the house shouldjbe let on the 29th instant.

ANALYST’S REMUNERATION.
With reference to the application of the Borough Analyst for an 
increase in his remuneration, Mr. Fagan under date of the 24th ultimo 
stated that he handed over all salaries and fees received from other 
public bodies and private individuals to the Dublin Corporation, and 
was paid a salary, plus a percentage of certain fees.
As this statement was at variance with Mr. Fagan's letter of the 25th 
May, 1934, in which he stated that all salaries and fees received by 
him were handed over to the Dublin Corporation, the Committee directed 
the Town Clerk to inquire from Mr. A'agan on what fees he was paid a 
percentage.

AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS.
With reference to Minutes of the 17th ultimo when the subject of Air 
Raid Precautions was under consideration, and when Mr. Henry F. Doyle, 
Tov/n Clerk’s Office, hadbeen nominated to attend a course of instruction 
to be held during the month cf June at Dublin, the Department of Local 
Government and Public Health under date of the 9th instant, by letter 
No. PH 10173/2/39 intimated that it had been now recommended by the

15th May, 1939.
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Department of Defence that four Officers from the Wexford District 
should be sent for training as General Instructors. Care should be 
taken, it was pointed out, in the selection of nominees for the course 
who should include officers from the firefighting, engineering, 
cleansing and housing services. They should be capable of absorbing 
rapidly a subject which must necessarily be taught in a limited time 
and in an Intensive form, and should also be capable of imparting 
instruction clearly and making lectures interesting. They should be 
physically fit as the course was very strenuous and a form of Medical 
Certificate to be completed in respect of each candidate was enclosed. 
The Committee carefully considered this matter and saw that they had
not four officials whom they could spare for such a course, and after
some discussion it was agreed that Mr. Thomas Crosbie and John Wallace# 
of the Fire Brigade SBrvice; Mr. Patrick Lacey and James McMahon of 
the Waterworks Service; and Mr. Nicholas Lacey, Rent Collector of 
the Housing Service, should be provisionally selected, and the Town 
Clerk was to interview each of these persons to see if they would be 
prepared to attend a course, in addition to Mr. Doyle already selected.

MEAT INSPECTOR.
With reference to previous discussions on the subject of the appointment 
of a Meat Inspector, Mr. Staples submitted a certificate from the Chief 
Veterinary Inspector of the Dublin Corporation stating that he had
visited the Corporation abbattoir and examined the carcases there from
the 15th to the 18th February, 1939.
The Menbera were doubtful if these three ciays qualified Mr. Staples 
to do Meat Inspection', and decided to ask the Department of Local 
Government and Public Health If, in their opinion, Mr. ^taples was 
qualified to do this work.

APPLICATION FOR STALL.
An application was submitted from Mr. Stephen 0!Mahony, for a stall
in the new market in which to purchase fresh butter, and after seme
discussion, it was agreed on the motion of Councillor Connolly, 
seconded by Councillor Gaul, to grant him this facility at a rent of 
5s. per week.

BOAT - BATHING PLACE.
The Borough Surveyor reported that the boat at the bathing place had 
become useless, and that he was in a position to purchase a boat fpom 
Mr. R. E. Corish, Auctioneer, for the sum of £4. 4. 0, so It was 
agreed that the boat should be purchased if the following Committee 
approved of it on inspection, namely:- Councillors: Hayes, McMahon* 
Aldermen Walsh, and McMahon, together with the Borough Surveyor. A
It was further agreed to sell the old boat at the bathing place to a/t
man named Cullen for 1 0 s.

mJILDING - TALBOT HOTEL.
The Borough Surveyor reported that the work of building an extension 
to the Talbot Hotel was being carried out despite the fact that a 
proper plan of the proposed work had not been lodged, and that Mr. 
Stafford, Senior, had given orders to his workmen to make excavations 
in the public roadway, although informed that he had no statutory 
authority to do so.
There v/as also trouble with the sewerage in this case, and it was 
agreed that the Mayor and Town Clerk should consult with Mr. Staffora, 
Junior, on this whole matter and report back to the Corporation.

15th May, 1939.
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15th ây, 193y.

CLAIM FUR TRESPASS.
The Corporation Solicitor intimated that Messrs. Huggard, Brennan 
and Godfrey, Solicitors, acting for Mr. John Kirwan, had served a 
Civil Bill claiming £25. damages for trespass and damage to their 
wall and also asking for an injunction. The case would probably 
be dealt with by the Circuit Judge when he sat In Wexford, and the 
Solicitor asked for permission to send the file to Counsel to settle
the defence. This was agreed to.

HOUSE - ST. JOHN'S RD.
With reference to previous discussions on the subject of the house at 
St. John's Road, Wexford, occupied by Mr. Patrick Donovan, Messrs. 
Iluggard, Brennan & Godfrey, Solicitors, intimated that unless a 
satisfactory arrangement was come to regarding damage to their client's 
furniture they would be compelled to institute proceedings. In this 
case it was decided to request the Solicitors, without prejudice, for 
particulars of their claim for damage.

WEIGHING MACHINE.
It w^s agreed, with Councillor Cashman dissenting, to give permission 
to Mr. Alphonsus Thornton, of Enniscorthy, to place a weighing machine 
on the footpath outside the Foresters Hall, which was in a comer and 
not likely to be an obstruction, subject to a letter from him 
indemnifying the Corporation against action or accident.

LOANS - S.D.A. ACTS.
The Town Clerk reported that he was having serious difficulty in 
collecting outstanding instalment loans under the Small Dwellings 
Acquisition Acts. At the 31st March seven borrowers were In arrear 
to the extent of £162. 13. 10 and these sums should have been paid 
on the 1st January. It was decided to inform each person in arrear 
that unless the amount outstanding was cleared off within a period 
to be speicifed by the Town Clerk, that the Corporation would be 
compelled to take proceedings with a view to foreclosing the Mortgage.

NUMBERING JOHN ST.
The Town Clerk was requested to make arrangements as soon ax possible 
for the numbering of the houses in John Street.

HOUSE - FAYTHE - BARR.
The Town Clerk reported that Dr. Sinnott had now informed him of the 
number of persons which could be permitted to reside in the houses 
at Faythe owned by William Barr, and he was directed to inform Mr. 
barr that if any family larger than that specified by the Dr. were 
found living in the houses, at a future date they would be condemned 
as unfit for human habitation.

REFUSAL ORDER.
The Town Clerk brought forward a report dealing with the sale of 
milk on the premises of John Kirwan, Mary -Street, and asked that the 
Corporation shouldfbe recommended to make a Refusal Order, so it was 
agreed after some discussion, that the Corporation should be recommended 
at next Statutory Meeting to make such an Order.
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GRAVEYARDS.
It was agreed to have the grass cut in St. John's and St. Patrick's 
churchyards, and the walls limewashed.

UNIFORM.
Two tenders for the supply of a uniform for the Town Sergeant were 
submitted but it was decided that a small advertisement should be 
issued in the local press inviting tenders.

SCHOOL - ST. JOHN'S RD.
With reference to Minutes of the Corporation on the 1st instant when 
the question of permission to erect a school at St. John's Road was 
adjourned for further consideration, in view of the provisions of 
the Town Planning Act, the Town Clerk stated in reply to a query 
by Councillor ^aul that the subject had not yet been thoroughly 
examined, so it was decided that the Committee should meet again on 
Monday next, the 22nd instant, to deal with this matter alone.

PLUMBERS.
With reference to previous discussions on the subject of the employment
of Authorised Waterworks Plumbers, the following opinion from
Mr. Brereton Barry, K.C., on the subject was read by the Town Clerk:-

” 1 am of opinion that having regard to the benevolent 
interpretation which the Courts put upon bye-laws made by local 
bodies under statutory authority (Kruse v Johnson 1898 2 Q.B. 91) 
a regulation made by the Wexford Corporation enforcing the 
employment of authorised plumbers for all work in connection with 
the water supply would be held to be within the powers of the 
Corporation under Section 13 of the Wexford Water Works Provisional 
Order confirmed by the Local Government Board Ireland Provisional 
Orders (Dalkey etc.) Confirmation Act, 1876. The difficulty 
in this case is that no such regulation was made. Regulation 
14 of the Wexford Corporation of 1880 is in its terms clearly 
permissive and in :uy opinion it would be impossible to infer any 
prohibition from a regulation couched in those terms. The 
prohibition, however, is contained in the notes and observations 
printed at the end of the Regulations and it is there stated that 
only work done by authorised plumbers will be approved of. This 
note is not and does not purport to be a regulation and could not 
be enforced as such. It is apparently intended as a warning to 
the xak public of the principles by which the Corporation will be 
guided in approving of the works. The approval of the Corporation 
is specifically required under a number of regulations but it is 
unnecessary to go through these as I think they are summed up in 
Regulation 12. I am satisfied that this regulation requires for 
its enforcement a bona fide opinion by the duly authorised officer 
of the Corporation that the materials or workmanship are of bad 
or defective quality. I am therefore of opinion that as the 
regulations now stand the Corporation have no power to compel 
the employment of an authorised plumber in cases where the work 
is satisfactorily and properly carried out. This opinion is subject 
to one qualification:- if the duly authorised officer of the 
Corporation could bona fide say that an inspection of the complete 
work would not enable him to form a definite opinion on its quality 
and that in order to approve of 1 t he would haveto rely to a certain 
extent on the known standard of workmanship of the plumber who 
carried it out it might then be arguable that he was entitled to

15th May, 1939.
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15th lway, 1939.

disapprove of work carried out by an unauthorised plumber 
owing to his lack of faith in the latter*s standard of workman­
ship. I am not sufficiently familiar with the details of 
plumbers work to know whether this argument is valid but I may 
say that my present uninstructed opinion would be that it is 
not. I would consider it probable that a duly skilled man 
could detect by examination any defects which existed.

Corporation could impose would be a cutting off of the water 
supply. Section 17 of the Water Works Glauses Act of 1863 
(26 and 27 Vic. Ch. 93) which provides for the summary recovery 
of a penalty not exceeding £5 deals only with cases where persons 
wilfully or negligently allow an apparatus to be out of rep&ir 
or to be so used that the water is liable to be wasted etc.
It is obvious that this section could have no application to the 
carrying out of effective work by a person who did not happen 
to be an authorised plumber."

From this it was seen that in its present form the bye-laws dealing 
with Authorised Waterworks Plumbers was absolutely useless. A 
deputation from the Plumbers Society attended the Meeting on this 
subject and pointed out that large amount of work was being carried 
out at the present time by unauthorised plumbers, and asked what 
action the Corporation proposed to take on the matter. -The opinion 
of Counsel was pointed out to them, and after a very lengthy discussion, 
during whichthe whole 'operation of the Corporation Regulations were 
reviewed, it was decided to set up a meeting composed of Councillors: 
Hayes, Byrne, I>unne, Cashman, Alderman Walsh, and the Mayor, to meet 
on Monday next with a view to making recommendations to the Corporation 
of a new set of ^ye-laws and Regulations for Waterworks.
The Meeting then terminated.

I am quite satisfied that the penalty (if any) which th e

©: Wexford Borough Council



244

A Meeting of the finance Committee was held this day at the Town Clerk’s 
Office at half-past seven o'clock p.m.
The Members present being:-
Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor (in the Chair) with 

Aldermen; Thomas Walsh, and Robert Coffey.
Councillors: James Murphy, Patrick Hawkins, Stephen McMahon, Thomas

Byrne, James Billington, Nicholas Connolly, Thomas Hayes, 
James Crosbie, Robert Moran, James Gaul, Timothy Cashman, 
and James Sinnott.

SCHOOL - ST. JOHN'S RD.
The Meeting had been convened to consider an application for permission, 
under the Town a nd Regional Planning Act, 1934, to.erect a new School 
at St. John's Road, Wexford, the Town Clerk pe-^^ad application 
from Messrs. Kirwan & Kirwan, Solicitors, on behalf of the Superioress 
of the Convent of Mercy, and as, well, the following report from the 
Borough Surveyor on the application;-

"With reference to the above application, I wish to point 
out the following matters for the consideration of the Corporation:-
(1) The application does not state what type of school is 

proposed to be -erected.
(2) In my opinion this site is not suitable for a school for 

the following reasons:-
(a) Under the Town and Regional Planning Act it would appear 

that owners of adjoining properties would be aggrieved by 
interference with their amenities. The erection of a School 
will undoubtedly lower the amenities of the properties in this 
district which is a residential one.

(b) The movement of population in the Town is likely to be away 
from this district due to the clearing of unhealthy areas in such 
streets as Duke Street, Upper and Lower John Street, Temperance 
Row, Abbey Street, Cornmarket, Well Lane, etc. Consequently, 
children will be moving farther away from the School under future 
housing developments.

(c) The site is too restricted, the modern tendency being to build
Schools in more open sites to enable the provision of ample playing 
grounds and to allow for necessary additions to meet future 
developments.

It is well therefore to consider these points as it would in my 
opinion, be unfair to allow the Superioress of the Convent of Mercy to 
purchase a Site, when such Site may be unsuitable. It is very likely 
that the Education Authorities will also consider the suitability of the 
site. Is it likely that this site will be more suitable than the site 
at Georges Street? If the Sisters are allowed to purchase this site and it
1s afterwards adjudged unsuitable for the purpose intended, who will 
compensate the Sisters for their loss?

22nd May, 1939.
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The Corporation will therefore see that the erection of a 
School in this or any other district is a very serious consideration 
apart altogether from the much needed temporary relief it may give 
to unemployed members of the Building Trades."
In connection with this application the Town Clerk stated that the 
ramifications of the Compensation Claused of the Town and Regional 
Planning Act, 1934, were s o wide that he was afraid the Corporation 
might possibly be liable to pay compensation to the residents, or owners 
of property in this area, if they could prove that the erection of this 
School would reduce the amenities of the Road, which was primarily 
intended as, and v/as up to the present time, a residential area.
A very lengthy discussion took placs on this matter during which it was 
pointed out that the crux was entirely due to the failure of the Corpor­
ation to make a Town Plan, although they had adopted the ilct some three 
or four years ago.
Eventually, it was moved by Councillor Gaul and seconded by Councillor 
fcurphy, that the Corporation be recommended to grant the permission asked 
for and this proposal v/as agreed to without dissent, but it was suggested 
that before the matter came before the Corporation that the Town Clerk 
should inquire from Messrs. Kirv/an & Kirwan, Solicitors, what was the 
opinion of the residents in the locality regarding the proposed new school.

WATER LEVEL - COOLREE.
The Borough Surveyor reported that the v/ater level in Coolree Reservoir 
was 37" below high v/ater isxai mark on the 18th instant, which compared 
favourably with 50" on the same date last year. As the meter on the 
trunk main had gone out of order and v/as at present v/ith the makers for 
repairs, he v/as not in a position to say what the daily c cnsumption of 
water in the borough was, but judging from the daily fall of l-gM he 
thought it v/as greater than last year, and that it would be wise to
curtail the supply to the Town at an early date.
,J-he Committee v/ere Joth to curtail the supply at the present time and 
decided as an initial step that an appeal be issued to the public asking 
them to refrain from wasting water. This appeal v/as to be made
by means of Press and Cinema advertisment, together v/ith hand bills.

SEWAGE - GREEN ST.
A complaint v/as made regarding the discharge of the sewerage from the 
proposed new housing Scheme at Green Street into the Stonebridge River, 
and the Borough Surveyor intimated that itjwas the only way in which the 
sewerage could be dealt wLth, but admitted that it would be necessary
for the Corporation at some future date to cover in this river and make
it a main drain for that side of the Town.

WaLL - ROCHES TERRACE.
Councillor Crosbie again complained regarding the condition of the wall 
fronting Roches Terrace houses, and in reply to a query the Borough 
Surveyor intimated that it would cost £75 to have it plastered, and the 
Town Clerk pointed out that if £75 were spent on this wall that it would 
have/to be taken off the sum allocated for the maintenance of Artizans 
Dwellings during the current year.After some discussion, Councillor Hawkins proposed that the work be done 
and Councillor Crosbie seconded, and on a vote being taken nine voted for 
the proposal and four against. It was accordingly declared carried.

22nd May, 1939.
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A eeting of the Special Committee appointed to consider the making of new Bye-laws governing the water supply to the Town 
was held at the close of the above Meeting,
The Members present being:-
His Worship The Mayor, (in the Chair) with Alderman Walsh, 

Councillors: Hayes, Cashman, Byrne, and Hawkins.
The Committee had been appointed by the Finance Committee on the 
15th instant following an opinion by Council that the Corporation 
had no power under Article 14 of the Regulations to compel the 
employment of registered plumbers to do work in connection with 
the supply of water, and the Town Clerk explained to the Meeting 
that he was not willing to be rushed into making a .now set of 
Byelaws and Regulations without having adequate time to consider 
the yarious points which would arise thereby, and suggested that 
in order to overcome the present difficulty, namely, the employment 
of plumbers, that the present regulations dealing with them should 
be rescinded and a new article adopted in its place.
If this were agreed to it could be done at the June Statutory
Meeting and would enable them to have more time to consider a
complete new set of Regulations and Byelaws.
In lieu of Article 14 he suggested that the following be adopted 
together with a new article pointing out the penalty for work 
done in contravention of the Regulations.

14 - AS TO THE EMPLOYMENT OF PLUMBERS.
(a) No owner or occupier of premises or consumer of water shall 

employ or allow any person other than a master or journey­
man plumber to do any w<ark connected with the supply or 
distribution of water to any premises.

(b) No master or journeyman plumber shall do such work until 
after he has been admitted and enrolled by the Corporation
as an "AUTHORIZED WATERWORKS PLUMBER" and has agreed in 
writing to conform to and comply with the Corporation 
Regulations in force from time to time.

(c) No person other than the Turncock or such other person 
nominated by the Corporation shall tap the watermain 
or connect therewith.

(d) Every master or journeyman plumber before commencing any 
work in connection with the supply or distribution of water 
shall give notice in writing of his intention so to do to 
the Borough SurVgy0r at least twenty-four hours before 
commencing such work; provided always that in case of a 
serious leakgge of water such notice may be given as soon 
as is practicable before or after the commencement of such 
work.

(e) If at any time after enrolment any master or journeyman 
plumber infringes the said Regulations either by himself 
or his workmen, or refuses to communicate any needful and 
proper information required of him by the Officer of the 
Corporation in regard to any work connected with the 
distribution of water supplied by the Corporation done by 
him or his workmen or under his superintendence or upon his 
responsibility his name may be erased by the Corporation 
from the list of "AUTHORISED WATERWORKS PLUMBERS" and may 
be forthwith advertised as having been so erased.

44
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( 2 ) 22nd May, 1939.

17 - PENALTY.

Failure on the part of any person to carry out these 
Regulations will result in the cutting off of the Water 
Supply to any premises, without further warning, where 
work has been done in contravention of these 'Regulations.

In this connection reference was made to master plumbers, and on 
the suggestion of the Mayor it was agreed to insert after sub 
Article B above the following:-

"In the case of a master plumber registration does not 
permit of him doing plumbing work unless he has since 
served his apprenticeship as a plumber. He is also 
prohibited from employing any workman other than an 
"AUTHORISED WATERWORKS PLUMBER" for any work in connection 
with the supply or distribution of water."

With this amendment it was thought that the suggestion of the 
Town Clerk would get over the immediate difficulty and Councillor 
Byrne gave notice that he would move at next Statutory Meeting 
that Article 14 of the present Regulations be rescinded and the 
new regulation submitted by the Town Clerk as amended by the 
present Committee be substituted therefor.
As regards the proposed new bye-laws, it was agreed that Article
2 of the Model Series should be drafted in such a way as to 
entirely prevent the communication pipe of any house or premises 
b e in g  connected with the communication pipe o f  another premises. 
A f t e r  a p re lim in a ry  exam ination  o f  the rem ain ing  c lause  o f the 
Byelaw s, the Meeting adjourned, asking the Town Clerk to fu rn is h  
each member with a copy o f  the Draft Codes and the existing 
code at his convenience.
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A Statutory Meeting of the Corporation was held this day at 
the Town Clerk's Office at half-past seven o'clock p.m.
The Members present being:-
Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor (in the Chair)

Aldermen: James McMahon, Robert Coffey, Thomas Wa3±i, 
and Patrick Tobin.

Councillors: Patrick Atkins, James Biliington, James Gaul,
Nicholas Connolly, James Sinnott, Thomas Dunne, 
Thomas Byrne, Patrick Hawkins, John Biliington, 
James Crosbie, Thomas Hayes, Stephen McMahon, 
Robert Moran, James Murphy, Timothy Cashman, 
and Phillip McGuire.

MINUTES.
The following Minutes were submitted for ratification and 
aignature:- Minutes of Corporation on the 1st and 15th 
ultimo; Special Committees on 5th and 22nd ultimo (copies 
of which had been furnished to the Members) Finance & Works,
Etc., Committees on 15th and 22nd ultimo.
The Mayor called attention to the Minutes of the Special 
Committee appointed on the 1st ultimo to consider the question 
of the operation of Relief Grants, which Meeting waa.^Q-d on the 
5th idem, and stated that he understood the agreement between 
the Borough Surveyor and the Committee was, that the former 
should submit to the Committee the complete list of the names 
of men for employment on Relief Grants, which he received from 
the Labour Exchange, when the spring and summer works were about 
to  commence, and n o t as appeared on the Minutes a list of the 
io.e& he proposed to  em ploy. Ho s ta te d  th a t he had c a lle d  the 
a t te n t io n  o f the Town C le rk  to  the M inute who agreed w ith  h is  
view of the decision, and as it was only a question of inter­
pretation it was agreed that the addition of the word "from11 
at the end of the Minute would make the matter more clear.
This correction having been made, the Minutes as submitted, 
were approved, on the motion of Alderman Coffey, seconded by 
Councillor Byrne, and signed by the Mayor.

PAYMENTS.
L i a b i l i t i e s  which had accrued due up to the end of last month, 
amounting in the aggregate, to £3506. 17. 10 were submitted, 
and having been examined were approved, and an Advice Note
signed to enable them to be discharged.

SYMPATHY.
The Mayor, at this sta&e, stated he did not thifrk it would be
at all out of place if they were to put on record their sympathy
at the unfortunate disaster which befell the submarine "Thetus" 
last week, he thought the sympathy of peopie all over the world 
would be extended to the relatives of those who lost their lives 
under such tragic circumstances. He, therefore, moved that the 
sympathy of the Corporation be extended to the relatives in their 
bereavement. Councillor James Biliington seconded the motion, 
which was supported by all the members present and adopted in  
respectful silence.

5th June, 1939.
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SUNDAY TRAIN SERVICE.
Councillor McMahon referred to the lack of a Sunday train 
service from Wexford to Rosslare during the summer months, 
and after a discussion it was agreed that representations 
be made to the Railway Company to run a service similar 
to previous years.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT.
A letter was read from Mr. T. Crosbie, Q-rattan Terrace, 
acknowledging a vote of sympathy passed with him at last 
meeting on the death of his mother.

WATERWORKS REGULATIONS.
The next business was to consider the rescission of Article 
14 of the Wexford Waterworks Regulations, and the substitution 
therefor of a new Article together with a further Article 
calling attention to the penalty for failure to comply with 
the Regulations in force.
In the existing regulations it was provided that:- ,fany master 
or journeyman plumber will be allowed to do any work connected 
with the supply of water, except tapping the main and connecting 
therewith, after he has been admitted and enrolled by the Cor­
poration as an AUTHORISED WATERWORKS PLUMBER and has engaged 
to conform to and comply with the Corporation Regulations for 
the time being.1’
For some time past a practice had grown up in Wexford whereby 
handy-men were carrying out work to the distribution system in 
houses, and the matter had been constantly before the Waterworks 
Committee of the Corporation. The view expressed by the 
Officials as to the interpretation of Article 14 was that it did 
not prohibit any person, other than Authorised Plumbers, from 
carrying out work and that it merely permitted the latter to do 
so. The only penalty the Corporation could enforce for a 
breach of the Regulations was to cut off the supply, and, in 
the opinion of the Officials this would be a very serious step 
to take unless there was an unquestionable authority for it. 
Eventually, the Committee had decided to take Counsel’s opinion 
on tho whole matter, and a case had been submitted to Mr. R. 
Brereton Barry, K.C., who stated that Regulation 14 of the 
Waterworks Regulations of 1880 was in its terms clearly 
permissive, and in his opinion, it would be impossiblo to infer 
any prohibition from the Regulation couched in those terms.
He was satisfied that the Corporation had power to cut off the 
supply for a breach of this Regulation if it were made prohibitive, 
and such a Regulation would be held to be within the powers of 
the Corporation under Section 13 of the Wexford Waterworks 
Provisional Order confirmed by the Local Government Board 
(Ireland) Provisional Orders (Dalkey etc.) Confirmation Act, 1876. 
The Waterworks Committee had carefully considered this opinion 
on a recent occasion, and had appointed a Special Committee 
to consider the entire position of tho Waterworks Regulations 
and to recommend such alterations as they deemed desirable.
The Committee had met on the 5th ultimo when it was seen that 
to draw up a set of Bye-laws and a new set of Regulations would 
take some time, and as the question of Authorised Plumbers was 
an urgent one they recommended that Article 14 of the Regulations 
of 1880 be rescinded and a new Article inserted in lieu thereof. 
They also recommended that a new Article 17 be inserted pointing 
out that failure to carry out the Regulations would result in 
the cutting off of the water supply to any premises without 
further warning.

(2) 5th June, 1939.
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Notice of intention to move the rescission of Article 14 
together with the two new Articles recommended was given to 
each Member on the 24th ultimo.
The Mayor moved the rescission of Article 14 and Councillor 
Hayes seconded.
A very lengthy discussion followed on this matter during which 
Alderman Coffey asked if there was an individual in Town who 
served his apprenticeship as a Plumber, but whom the Plumbers 
Society would not accept as a Member. The May&r stated that 
he knew of one individual who made application to bo placed on 
the roll 3f Authorised Plumbers and when asked to produce 
evidence that he' had served his apprenticeship it was not 
forthcoming. He would not be influenced by the Union if there was evidence forthcoming that a man had served his apprenticeship 
and stated he wished to make it perfectly clear that admission 
to the Plumbers Society was not a qualification so far as the 
Corporation were concerned. If a man could produce evidence 
that would be accepted by any reasonable person that he had 
served his apprenticeship as a plumber, the Corporation would 
be bound to put him on the plumbers list. He (Mayor) suggested 
that the matter would be better dealt with if the person to whom 
Alderman Coffey and the other Members were referring made an 
application for registration, when any evidence he had to 
produce that he had served his apprenticeship as a plumber could 
be examined.
After some further discussion on the matter of the person 
referred to, the Mayor's motion that Article 14 be rescinded 
was unanimously adopted. Councillor Byrne thereupon moved that 
a new Article 14 be inserted in lieu of the one rescinded and 
that Article 17 dealing with penalties be also inserted in the 
Regulations. Councillor Cashman seconded. This motion was 
also unanimously adopted.
The following is the old article now rescinded:-s.

14 - AS TO THE EMPLOYMENT OF PLUMBERS 
"Any master or journeyman plumber will be allowed to do 

any work connected with the supply of water, except tapping 
the main and connecting therewith, after he has been admitted 
and enrolled by the Corporation as an "authorised waterworks 
plumber," and has engaged to conform to and comply with the 
Corporation Regulations for the time being.

I f  a V w iy  time after enrolm ent any such m aster o r  jo u rn e y ­
man plumber wilfully infringes the said Regulations either by 
himself or his workmen, or refuses to communicate any needful 
and proper information requirod of him by the Officer of the 
Corporation in regard to any work connected toith tho distribution 
of water supplied by the Corporation done by him or his workmen, 
or under his superintendence, or upon his responsibility, his 
name may be erased by the Corporation from tho list of "authorised 
waterworks plumbers," and may be forthwith advertised as having 
been so erased."
The two new articles now agreed on are as follows:-

14 - AS TO THE EMPLOYMENT OF PLUMBERS.
(a) "No owner or occupier of premises or consumer of water 

shall employ or allow any person other than a master or 
journeyman plumber to do any work connected with tho 
supply or distribution of water to any premises.
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(b) No master or journeyman pluinber shall do such work 
until after he has been admitted and enrolled by the 
Corporation as an "AUTHORISED WATERWORKS PLUMBER" 
and has agreed in writing to conform to and comply 
with the Corporation Regulations in force from time 
to time.

(c) In the case of a master plumber Registration does 
not permit of him doing plumbing work unless he has 
served his apprenticeship as a plumber; he is also 
prohibited from employing any workman other than
an "AUTHORISED WATERWORKS PLUMBER."

(d) No person other than the Turncock or such other 
person nominated by the Corporation shall tap the 
watermain or connect therewith.

(e) Every master or journeyman plumber before commencing 
any work in connection with the supply or distribution 
of water shall give notice in writing of his intention 
so to do to the Borough Surveyor at least twenty-four 
hours before commencing such work; provided always 
that in case of a serious leakage of water such notice 
may be given as soon as is practicable before or after 
the commencement of such work.

(f) If aits any time after enrolment any master or journey­
man plumber infringes the said Regulations either by 
himself or his workmen, or refuses to communicate any 
needful and proper information required of him toy the 
Officer of the Corporation in regard to any work connected 
with the distribution of water supplied by the Corporation 
done by him or his workmen or under his superintendence
or upon his responsibility his name may be erased by the 
Corporation from the list of "AUTHORIZED WATERWORKS 
PLUMBERS" and may be forthwith advertised as having been 
so erased.

17 - PENALTY.
Failure on the part of any person to carry out these 
Regulations will result in the cutting off of tho 
Water Supply to any premises, without further warning, 
where work has been done in contravention of these 
Regulations."

SCHOOL - ST. JOHN'S ROAD.
The Finance Committee recommended that permission be granted 
under the Town and Regional Planning Act, 1934 to the 
Superioress of the Convent of Mercy for the erection of a new 
School at Georges Street.
This matter had been before the May Meeting of the Corporation 
when it was decided to refer it back to the Finance Committee 
for further consideration.
The Finance Committee had again considered the matter on the 
20th ultimo when the following report from the Borough Surveyor 
was reqd:-

©: Wexford Borough Council



(5) 5th June, 1939*

"With reference to the above application, I wish to 
point out the following matters for the consideration of the 
Corporation:-
(1) The application does not state what type of 

school is proposed to be erected.
(2) In my opinion this site is not suitable for a 

school for the following reasons:-
(a) Under the Town and Regional Planning Act it would 

appear that owners of adjoining properties would be 
aggrieved by interference with their amenities. The 
erection of a School will undoubtedly lower the amenities 
of the properties in this district which is a residential 
one.

(b) The movement of population in the Town is likely
to be away from this district due to the clearing of
unhealthy areas in such streets as Duke Street, Upper 
and Lower John Street, Temperance Row, Abbey Street, 
Cornmarket, Well Lane,'etc. Consequently children 
will be moving farther away from the School under 
future housing developments.

(c) The site is too restricted,, the modern tendency
being to build Schools in more open sites to enable the
provision of amplB playing grounds and to allow for 
necessary additions to meet future developments.
It is well therefore to consider these points as it would 

in my opinion, be unfair to allow the Superioress of the Convent 
of Mercy to purchase a Site, when such Site may be unsuitable.
It is very likely that the Education Authorities will also 
consider the suitability of the site. Is it likely that this 
site will be more suitable than the 3ite at Georges Street?
If the Sisters are allowed to purchase this site and it is 
afterwards adjudged unsuitable for the purpose intended, who 
will compensate the Sisters for their loss?

The Corporation will therefore see that the erection of 
a school in this or any other district is a very serious consider­
ation apart altogether from the much needed temporary relief it 
may give to unemployed members of the Building Trades."
In addition to this report the Town Clerk advised that as the 
compensation clauses of this Statute were very involved that 
the opinion of the Corporation’s Legal Adviser should be sought 
as to whether or not that the residents or owners of property 
in the area, which was a residential one, would have any claim 
against the Corporation if they could prove to a Court of Law 
that their amenities were disturbed by this erection. He 
further pointed out that if the Corporation had made a Town Plan 
after adopting the Act that this crux would i ot have arisen as 
they could have made provision in such plan prohibiting the 
payment of compensation.
The Finance Committee however appeared to be concerned with the 
commencement of work and unanimously decided to recommend the 
Corporation to grant the application.
^Councillor Gaul thereupon moved that the recommendation of the 
Committee be approved and Councillor Connolly seconded. In 
moving his motion the Councillor stated that if the nuns were 
prepared to erect a school on this site at a cost of about
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£20,000 to £25,000 the Corporation should not stand in their 
way as work in the building trades was very slack.
The recommendation was unanimously adopted.

GAS & ELECTRIC INSTALLATIONS.
The next business was to consider tenders for the installation 
of gas and electric fittings in the new houses at William Street 
and Davitt Road, North, as well as in the fire station at 
Davitt Road. For the gas installation there was, of course 
only one tender, that cf the Wexford Gas Consumers Co. Ltd., 
who proposed to supply and fix all necessary piping required 
for eight lighting points (exclusive of fittings) i.e. labour 
and materials to William Street houses for 35/- per house.
The fittings would be supplied for the sum of £1. 19. 9 per 
house, and the complete Installation at £3. 12. 6 per house.
For the Davitt Road bungalows they quoted £1 per house for 
the necessary six lighting points and for the fittings they 
quoted £1. 7. 0 per house. For the entire work £2. 5, 0 per 
house. It was explained that the actual work proposed to be 
done at first was to supply all fittings and necessary piping 
to each of the points so as to avoid tearing up floors or 
breaking walls when the houses were completed; whether gas or 
electric light would eventually be installed would be decided 
when the tenants were allocated. On the motion of the Mayor, 
seconded by Councillor Byrne, the tender of the Gas. Co., 
which was considered very reasonable, was accepted.
For the installation of electric fittings four tenders were 
received. They were from the Electricity Supply Board,
Mr. James Hayes, Grattan Terrace, Mr. Thomas Quigley, Main St., 
and the Scientific Electrical Engineering Co., Common Quay 
Street. The not tender of the Electricity Supply Board 
was £122. 10. 0; of Mr. James Hayes £99. 7. 4j \Mr. T. Quigley 
£101. 13. 0; and of the Scientific Electrical Co. £106. 10. 0. 
As Mr. Hayes’s tender was the lowest cf the four submitted it 
was accepted, on the motion of Councillor Byrne, seconded by 
Councillor Connolly.

TENDERS FOR TWISTEEL.
The tender of Messrs. MacNaughton, Dublin, for the supply of 
Twisteel Reinforcement at l/ld. per square yard was accepted, 
on the motion of Alderman Coffey, seconded by Councillor Sinnott 
The only other trender submitted was from Messrs. Thos. Pearson 
& Co. Ltd. Dublin, who quoted l/l^d. per square yard.

SELECTION OF TENANTS.
The next business was to select tenants for two houses vacant 
at Grattan Terrace and Antelope Road.
Before any vote was taken on the applicants Councillor James 
Billington maintained that what the Corporation were about to 
do was not legal according to a resolution passed in April,
1937, deciding to form a panel of applicants for Artisans 
Dwellings, and maintained that when the Town Clerk received 
the key of the house he should have given it to the next 
person on the list.
It was pointed out that the next house vacant, after the 
adoption of this resolution, was one at Grattan Terrace which 
had been allocated to a man named Crosbie and for which a man 
named O’Leary had been second, and a man named Moloney 3rd. 
O’Leary had since obtained another Corporation house and 
Moloney was an applicant for the present one at Grattan Terrace.
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In reply to a question by Councillor Biliington as to whether 
the Labour Party had let the house before the Meeting and had 
agreed to support an individual, the Mayor stated the Labour 
Party could not let the house, and they were entitled to have 
as many meetings as they liked and to decide to support whom 
they liked.
It seemed the general opinion that a panel of houses could not 
be worked on the motion moved by Gouncillor Biliington, and a 
number of members held that no panel had yet been established 
and that to do so it would be necessary to make the panel when 
there were no houses at all in question, and to classify all 
their houses under different types. After some further 
discussion it was agreed to request the ^inance Committee to 
consider whether or not, it was possible to work a panel, and 
a poll was then taken on the applications for the house at 
Grattan Terrace, when their voted for:-
Jofon Moloney, Carrigeen St.- Councillors: Cashman, Murphy,
Moran, McMahon, Hayes, Crosbie, John Biliington, Hawkins,
Byrne, Sinnott, Connolly, Gaul, Atkins, McGuire, Aldermen 
Tobin, Walsh, McMahon and the Mayor. (18).
For Patrick Banville, John’s Gate St.- Councillors: ^unne,
James Biliington, and Alderman Coffey. (3).
Moloney having a clear majority was declared the tenant.
For the house at Antelope Road their voted for:-
Patrick Murphy, Gibson St.- Councillors: Moran, McMahon, Hayes,
Crosbie, Hawkins, Dunne, Sinnott, Alderman Walsh and McMahon.(9).
For W. Godkin, So.uth Main St.- Councillors: Cashman, James 
Biliington, Atkins, Aldermen Tobin, and Coffey. (5)»
*?or Allen, High St. - Councillors: McGuire, John Biliington,
and Connolly. (3).
For Patrick Keating, Commarket.- Councillors: Byrne, Gaul 
and the Mayor. (3)7
For Joseph Pitman, Maudlintown. - Councillor Murphy (1).
As no person had a majority Pitman was eliminated and Councillor 
Murphy transferred his vote to Patrick Murphy giving him 10 
votes, and a poll was then taken as to whether Allen or Keating, 
who each had three votes, srhould be eliminated. For Allen 
boing retqined their voted:- Councillors: McGuire, Cashman,
Murphy, John Billingtcn, Dunne, Sinnott, Connolly, James Biliington, 
Atkins, and Alderman Coffey. (10).
For Keating being retained their voted Councillors: Moran, MCMahon, 
Hayes, Crosbie, Hawkins, Byrne, Gaul, Aldermen Tobin, Walsh,
McMahon and the Mayor. (1l).
Allen was then eliminated and a poll was taken as between 
Keating, Godkin, and Murphy, when their voted for Murphy.- 
Councillors: McGuire, Murphy, Moran, McMahon Crosbie, Hawkins, 
Hayes, Dunne, Sinnott, Connolly, Aldermen Walsh and McMahon. (12). 
For Godkin. - Councillors: Cashman, John Biliington, James 
Biliington, Atkins, Aldermen Tobin, and Coffey. (6).
For Keating.- Councillors: Byrne, Gaul, and the Mayor. (3).
Murphy having a clear majority was declared elected.

RESOLUTION - WEXFORD UNEMPLOYED ASSOCIATION.
The next business was to consider a resolution from the Wexford 
Unemployed Association condemning the recent proposal made in 
Dail Eireann regarding the establishment of "labour camps," and 
calling on the Corporation to oppose the proposal. Councillor 
Byrne moved the adoption of the resolution, btt the Mayor 
explained that certain suggestions were made during the course 
of an unemployment debate in the Dail about concentration camps 
and he thought that if the Corporation were to pass a resolution
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suggestion that would be sufficient, but there was no definite 
resolution before the Dail, and the suggestions were made in 
the course of a debate. 4ie Mayors suggestion was agreed to.
A further lengthy letter was submitted from the Unemployed 
Association, and in reply to a query the Town ^lerk said it 
could be condensed into seven questions, as follows
(1) The position as regards the proposed new Town Hall and

if it was ever to be built.
(2) The earliest date when the new Waterworks Scheme was 

likely to start.
(3) When it wqs proposed to commence work at Rowe Street 

and Georges Street and whether it would be 3, 4 or 5 
day rotation.

(4) It the Corporation had any information from the Board 
of Works re 5 day rotational employment.

(5) Who changed the period of employment from three months
on the Maudlintown housing scheme to two months at present.

(6) When was the painting of Artizans Dwellings likely to start.
(7) What was the attitude of the Corporation towards Councillor

Cashmanfs motion regarding the employment of men with 
families.

It was agreed to make the following answers to the letter:-
(1) As regards the new Town Hall, proposals for the erection 

of this building were at present being examined by the 
Department of Local Government and Public Health, and no 
decision had yet been given.

(2) Application had been made for a Provisional Order in 
connection with the Waterworks, and every effort was 
being made to have the work commenced as early as possible#

(3) The proposals for the work at Rowe Street and Georges 
Street etc. were awaiting sanction.

As regards the period of employment a Committee of 
the Corporation were in close touch with the Borough 
Surveyor regarding the employment of married men as 
key-men.

(4) The Corporation had no information regarding 5 day 
Rotational Employment.

(5) As regards the period of employment on present works, these 
were principally the erection of houses and no 3-imit was 
fixed to the period for which a man rirlght be employed.

(6) '̂ he painting of Artizans Dwellings could not be commenced 
until the Rates for the current year began to be collected.

(7) The attitude of the Corporation to Councillor Cashmanfs 
motion was covered in the answer to query (3) above*

©: Wexford Borough Council



(9) 5th June, 1939.

This completed the Agenda, but Councillor Hawkins 
referred to the condition of a pond adjoining the 
Railway line at the end of Maudlintown , and said 
it was being used for the dumping of dead dogs 
and cats.
In reply to a query the Town Clerk said he did not 
think the place would be under the jurisdiction of 
the Corporation as if it were on the sea shore it 
would be under the control of the Wexford Harbour 
Commissioners, and if on the Railway property under 
the control of the Great Southern Railways.
He pointed out that there was no Port Sanitary 
Authority whatever in Wexford and said he would take 
the matter up with the Secretary of the Harbour 
Commissioners, and the Secretary of the Board of Health, 
if necessary, to see who was responsible for the pond 
in question.

SCARCITY OP WATER.
Reference was made by the Mayor to the scarcity of water 
in the Town and he appealed to the public to co-operate 
with the Corporation in conserving the present supply, 
and in connection with the matter moved that the attention 
of the Minister for Local Government and Public Health 
be called to the seriousness of the situation, and to 
request him to speed up the making of a Provisional 
Order so as to enable the Corporation to proceed as soon 
as possible with the Edenvale Scheme.
Councillor Byrne seconded the motion, which was agreed to.
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A Meeting of the Finance 5c Works Committee was held, at the close of 
the above Meeting, the Members present being the same as at the 
Statutory Meeting.

TIMBER CONTRACTS.
With reference to previous discussions on the subject of the Timber 
Contracts between the Corporation and the Wexford Timber Company 
for the supply of timber for the Davitt Road and William Street 
houses etc., the Town Clerk read the opinion of Mr. P. J. Roe, K.C. 
on the case submitted to him, and from this it appeared that the 
contract was one to which, in his opinion, Section 201 of the 
Public Health (Ireland) Act, 1878, applied, and consequently should 
have been made under seal and security taken for the due performance 
thereof. In this case the Corporation had merely accepted the 
tenders of the Timber Co. and no formal contract or bond had been 
entered into.
Briefly, Mr. Roe’s opinion was that the contract was incomplete and 
in-operative and could not at present be enforced by either parties.
The Committee discussed this matter at length and decided that as 
the supplies of timber for some weeks past had been compartively 
satisfactory to take no action for the present.
Reference was made to the rejection by the Borough Surveyor of tiles 
manufactured by a man named Kelly of Enniscorthy, which were supplied 
through the Wexford Timber Co., and the Surveyor pointed out that the 
tiles in question were of very inferior quality which he was not 
prepared to use, and further stated that he should get a better 
quality tile as cheap, if not cheaper, than Mr. Kellys.
It was decided not to interfere with the Borough Surveyor in this 
matter.

EXCHANGE OF GROUND.
With reference to previous discussions on the subject of the 
exchange of ground at Summerhill between the Gaelic Athletic 
Association and the Corporation, the Minister for Local Government 
and Public Health under date of the 31st ultimo by letter No. H.14605/39, 
pointed out that there were two sections of land marked on the map 
proposed to be acquired from the Very Rev. Father Doran, and as well, 
that the proposed road would have no access to Whitemill except 
through Harvey’s field, and to inquire the Council’s proposal in 
the matter. In this connection, it was agreed to open negotiations 
with Mr. Harvey and Father Doran for the purchase of the ground 
required and to point out to the Minister that Harvey’s field could 
be used for allotments for unemployed persons, pending its development 
as a road and housing site.

TENDERS.
Two tenders were submitted for a uniform and cap for the Town Sergeant 
from Messrs. Healy & Collins and W. & G. Hadden Ltd. The former 
firm quoted various prices from £3. 12. 6 to £4. 7. 6 complete, while 
the latters prices were £5. 4. 6 and £4. 14. 6. After some discussion
it was agreed that the tender of Messrs. HealXy & Collins at £4. 7. 6
be accepted.
For a pair of boots for the Town Sergeant Messrs. Healy 5c Collins 
quoted prices from 10/6d. to 15/lld., and Messrs. Hadden 15/6d. to 
26/9d. , and it was decided to leave this in the hands of the Town
Clerk to ascertain what prices the boots could be obtained from the

5th  Ju n e , 1939.
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A letter was read from Miss Helena Gibbbns, of Talbot Road, High- 
gate, London, who stated that she had willed to the Town of Wexford 
a large oil painting by Francis Danby, who was a native of Wexford, 
but as she was now changing her residence to a smaller house she 
had decided to send the painting to Wexford at once, und requested 
the Corporation to pay the cost of packing and transport.
On the motion of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Hayes, it was 
agreed to accept the picture and to pay the transport costs.
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A Meeting of the Housing Committee was held this day at 8,0* 
p.m. the Members present being:-
Councillors: Hayes, Dunne, Moran, Connolly, Byrne, and Crosbie.
In the absence of the Mayor, Councillor Byrne took the chair* 
on the motion of Councillor Crosbie, seconded by Councillor 
Hayes.
The Town Clerk reported that the cost to the end of last month 
of the Davitt Road Housing Scheme was £2439 as against an estimate 
of £3141; the cost of the William Street housing was £2505 as 
against an estimate of £7440, and the cost of the Green Street 
Development Scheme was £3504 as against an estimate of £4900.
He pointed out that in his opinion the first two schemes would 
not be carrier? out for the estimate having regard to the slow 
progress being made, and as regards the Green Street development 
the Borough Surveyor Informed him that the balance left would
be ample to complete the work.
A very lengthy discussion took place on the William Street and 
Davitt Road Housing Schemes during which it was pointed out by 
the Borough Surveyor that the delay was due to the failure of the 
Contradtors *- The Wexford Timber Company to supply suitable 
timber and suitable ridge tiles, they were constantly being 
delayed waiting for supplies of suitable timber and in his 
(Borough Surveyor's) opinion the Company were making no effort 
to carry out their contract.
In reply to a query as to the position of the Corporation, the 
Town Clerk stated that Counsel had advised that in view of the 
absence of a sealed contract no contract existed between the 
Timber Co. and the Corporation, and the acceptance of the 
Company’s tender by the Corporation could not be enforced as 
a legal contract.
In reply to a further query he stated that if the Corporation 
wished to take any action they should first have a Schedule 
prepared of .the quantities and materials required to complete 
the jobs and to advertise for fresh tenders, and have a contract 
executed in accordance with the opinion of Counsel.
It was then pointed out by the Members that if this were done
the Corporation would not be in a much better position, in as 
much as there were only the two Firms of Builders Providers 
in the Town, namely, The Wexford Timber Co. and Messrs. McCormack 
& Hegarty, and it was extremely unlikely that outside firms 
would tender. If the Corporation decided not to accept a tender 
from the Timber Co. in view of the delays caused these housing 
schemes, their only alternative would be Messrs. McCormack & 
Hegarty, and some members held that as this was a non-uhion firm 
the Corporation would not accept goods from them.
They would then be in the position that they could not obtain 
supplies.
After a very lengthy discussion during which this position was 
examined from various angles, the following deputation was 
appointed to wait on the Wexford Timber Co. with a view to 
seeing if they could ascertain whether the Company was prepared 
to supply the necessary materials in accordance with the 
Specification, na&ely: Councillors: Hayes, ^unne, Connolly
Byrne and the Mayor, and the Town Clerk was asked to arrange 
for the Company to receive the deputation at 1l. a.m. on the 
19th instant.

1 6 th  Ju n e , 1939*
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( 2 ) 1 6 th  Ju n e , 1939.

This deputation it was decided should report to the Finance 
and Works Committee which was meeting on the 19th instant, 
and if the report was not satisfactory that the present 
Committee recommend the Finance Committee to completely 
close down the works so as to avoid further overhead expenses.
A complaint was made regarding the working of overtime by 
members of the Corporation Housing Staffs, and it was pointed 
out that this was a breach of the Corporation Regulations, 
but the Town Clerk intimated that before any action was taken 
they should have absolutely unquestionable evidence that the 
men had actually worked for other persons after completing 
their days work for the Corporation, as otherwise the Corpor­
ation would be open to an action for wrongful dismissal.
Under date of the 14th instant the Minister for Local 
Government and Public Health requested the submission of 
particulars of the Housing Survey asked for on the 1st 
September last covering the period ending the 31st A*arch, 1944. 
The Town Clerk stated that this matter had been before the 
Committee last year and the instructions of the Minister then 
was that the survey should be carried out under the guidance 
of the Co. Medical Officer of Health and the Borough Surveyor. 
He had written to the then Co. M. 0. H. who stated thatt he 
survey should be carried out by the two M. 0. H. He had 
forwarded the necessary forms to Drs. Pierse and Sinnott, and 
had received some returns from the former but none from the 
latter. Some time ago he had raised this matter before the 
Corporation who thought that little could be done pending the 
appointment of a new Co* Medical Officer of Health, but decided 
that the Town Sergeant should make inquiries as to the number 
of houses in the Town where more than one family was housed.
He (Town Clerk) had recently got out a form for this purpose, 
but a short time ago the Corporation had insisted on doing 
the work of numbering Upper and Lower John Street to which he 
had put the Town Sergeant and up to the present the Sergeant 
had not an opportunity of doing anything in connection with 
Housing Survey.
In reply to a query the Town Clerk stated that no provision 
was made for the payment of the Medical Officers for the 
inspection of houses and it was very doubtful if it was part 
of their normal duties as Medical Officers of Health for which 
they were only paid £40 and £36 a year each.
In reply to a further query he stated that no provision was 
made for the payment of fees to either the Borough Surveyor 
or the Town Clerk for reports on houses or the preparation of 
clearance of Demolition Orders.
The Members stated that this was entirely unjust and that this 
work could not be termed normal work of any of the Officials 
but took no decision on the matter.
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A Special Meeting of the Corporation was held this day 
(pursuant t© the Mayor's requisition) at the Town Clerk's 
Office at half-past seven o'clock p.m.
The Members present being:-
Richard Corish, Esq.-, Mayor (in the Chair)

Aldermen: Coffey, Walsh and McMahon.
Councillors: Atkins, Connolly, Buckland, James Billington, 

Gaul, Hawkins, Sinnott, John Billington,
Crosbie, McGuire, McMahon, Byrne, Murphy,
Moran, Cashman, Hayes and Dunne.

SYMPATHY.
At the outset Councillor Sinnott proposed that the sympathy 
of the Corporation be extended to one of their employees,
John Reck, on the death of his son which occurred a few days 
ago at the Curragh where the young man was undergoing a course 
of graining in ijhe Volunteer Reserve. Councillor Hawkins 
seconded the motion, which was supported by all the members 
present and adopted in respectful silence.

HOUSE - CARRIGEEN ST.
The first business on the Agenda was to consider applications 
for a house vacant at Carrigeen Street. A poll was taken 
when their voted for:-
John O'Connor, Dempsey's Terrace.- Councillors: Murphy,
Byrne, 'McMahon, McGuire, Crosbie, Sinnott, Hayes, Hawkins,
Gaul, James Billington, Buckland, Connollv, Atkins, Alderman 
McMahon, Walsh, Coffey and the Mayor. (17)
For Michael Rolce, Hill St.- Councillors: Dunne, Cashman,
and Moran. (3).
For James Murphy, Reilly's Lane.- Councillor John Billington.(1). 
O'Connor having a clear majority was declared the tenant.

TENDERS.
The next business was to consider tenders for fencing for the 
William Street and Datoitt Road Housing Schemes. Only one 
tender was received, and it was from Mr. T. Malone, Newtoirn, 
Wexford.
For the Front Fencing he quoted for: /  /

i f

1 9th  Ju n e , 1939*

14 houses at William Street.------------- £216. 9.
8 bungalows aitid Fire Station
at Davitt Road.--------------------------  71. 1. 8.

For Back Fencing he quoted for:
14 houses at William Street.-----------
8 bungalows and Fire Station at
Davitt Road.----------------------
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As this was the crO.y tender before the Meeting it was 
unanimously decided to accept it on the motion of Councillor 
Crosbie, sedonded by Councillor Byrne.
The next business was to consider tenders for the supply 
of Ready Mixed Paints and four tenders were submitted. ^hey 
were from Messrs. Preston & Hadfields, '̂he Wexford Timber Co., 
Spence & Docker Ltd., and Messrs. Brooks, Thomas & Co. Ltd.
Three qualities of Paint were required:-

(1) White Ready Mixed Paint.
(2) Tinted Ready Mixed Paint.
(3) Red oxide of iron Ready Mixed Paint.

The following is a summary of the tenders:-

TENDERER. (1) (2) (3)

Preston & Hadfields. 
Timber Co. 16. 9. 16. 9.

7/6d. per
gallon. 

8.0. "
Spence & Docker. 15. 0. 15. 0. 8.6. 11
Brooks, Thomas & Co. 15. 6. 14. 0. 6.6. "

It was seen that for No. (1) Spence & Docker were the lowest 
and for No. (2) and (3) Messrs. Brooks, Thomas & Co. Ltd. 
were the lowest. On the motion of Councillor Murphy, 
seconded by Councillor Atkins, it was agreed to accept the 
lowest tender in each case.
This concluded the business of the Special Meeting, and at the 
request of Councillors. McMahon and Connolly it was agreed to 
suspend Standing Orders to enable reference to be made to a 
matter of public importance.

G. S. R. LOCS. DEPT.
The matter was the proposal of the Great Southern Railway Co. 
to transfer their locomotive department from Wexford Town to 
Rosslare Harbour. The Members pointed out that this would 
be a serious blow to the Town as this Department alone was 
in receipt of, approximately, £250 per week in wages, all of 
which was spent in the Town of Wexford. If this department 
were transferred to Rosslare the wives and families of these 
men would also have to reside there and this would mean a 
big loss to the trading community of Wexford. The matter 
was discussed for some time and it was eventually agreed, 
on the suggestion of the Mayor, that the Wexford Development 
Association should be requested to convene a Public Meeting 
in the Town Hall on Monday next, the 26th instant at 9. p.m* 
of the Traders of the Town, the Harbour Commissioners, and 
the Corporation, and as well, that the five T.D.* s for the 
County should be invited to attend.

EMPLOYMENT OP PAINTERS.
In reply to a query the Borough Surveyor stated it would not 
be possible to rotate the painters on the work of painting 
the houses for which tenders for paint had been accepted.
The Meeting then terminated.
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A Meeting of the Cld Age Pensions Committee was held at the close 
of the above Meeting the Members present being the same as at the 
Special Meeting.
A number of claims were submitted and dealt with, the decisions on 
which will be fcundkn the Register of Old Age Pensions Claims and 
Questions.
There was also submitted to the Meeting an application from 
Anastasia O'Leary of Castle Hill Street to be appointed to receive 
on behalf of her husband, James O'Leary, any sums payable by way 
of Cld Age Pensions, Mr. O'Leary it appeared was mentally incapacitated, 
and was causing a considerable amount of trouble not only to his 
relatives but to the Post Office Officials in connection with his 
Pension. So it was unanimously agreed, that the necessary 
authorisation should be made to allow Mrs. O’Leary to receive the 
Pension on her husband’s behalf.

19th Ju n e , 1939.

A Meeting cf the Finance <3c Works, Waterworks and Public Health 
Committees was held at the close cf the above Meeting the members 
present being the s-ame as at the Special Meeting.

CONTRACT - H. 3c A. HAMILTON.
The Town Clerk referred to the discussion which had taken place 
some time ago regarding the deduction under a penalty clause made 
in the amount payable on foot of contract for the erection of houses 
to Messrs. H. & A. Hamilton, Builders & Contractors, Waterford.
In one of their communications Messrs. Hamilton had made a statement 
which was objected to by the Clerk of Works, Mr. T. J. Millar, and 
under date of the 9th instant, the Contractors stated that if any 
improper charges were implied in their letter they unreservedly 
withdrew same and stated that Mr. Millar, they believed, acted 
strictly throughout the contract in accordance with his conception 
of his duties to the Corporation as Clerk of Works. The contents 
of this communication were noted and considered satisfactory.

ANALYST’S REMUNERATION.
With reference to the application of the Borough Analyst for an increase 
in his remuneration, Mr. Fagan under date of the 17th ultimo, stated 
that the terms of his employment with the Dublin Corporation had been 
adjusted subsequent to his letter of May, 1934, and that he now 
received a percentage of the revenue over a certain figure, which 
accrued from his outside appointments etc., and consequently had a 
direct personal Interest in any increase he received from the 
Borough of Wexford.
After some discussion it was decided to request the views of the 
Minister for Local Government and Public Health on the ralary scale
requested by the Analyst.

RELIEF GRANTS & WATERMAINS.
Under date of the 9th instant by letter No. RU/20G/131 the Minister 
for Local Government and Public Health intimated that he had sanctioned 
the proposals of the Corporation to re-surface Rowe Street Upper,
Georges Street Upper and Lower, and part of the Main Street in concrete 
at a cost of £2205. The Grant would be £1915 and the local 
contribution £219.©: Wexford Borough Council
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In reply to a query it was stated that at present only Rowe Street 
could be carried cut as it was necessary to renew watermains in the other areas.
As regards the proposal to renew waterrnains the Town Clerk intimated 
that he had submitted them to the Department for approval on the 7th 
Instant, and under date of the 14th instant by letter No. S.1225/9/38 
the Minister pointed cut that in recent years the Corporation had 
undertaken numerous^ schemes for the relaying of sewers and watermains 
the total cost of which had involved a very appreciable addition to 
the r indebtedness. In August 1938 the capital indebtedness of the 
Corporation on foot of Public Health Loans, including roads, was 
approximately, £20,69^, in addition to balances of £2297 In respect 
of loans certified under the Local Authorities (Financial Provisions) 
Act, 1921. The total Indebtedness of the Corporation, he stated, 
was approximately seven times the valuation of the Borough, and it 
was very heavy in addition to the extensive scheme under consideration 
for the improvement of the Water Supply, this latter scheme would 
completely absorb the margin of borrowing powers remaining.
Continuing, the l.xriister said, it should be obvious to the Corporation 
that it would be essential to restrict borrowing for other purposes 
to an absolute minimum, and work of a public health character would 
require to be certified as being of a primary urgency on the grounds 
of public health, and the views of the Co. M. 0. H. on the necessity 
for the proposed extensions should accordingly be obtained.
It was pointed out that these were not extensions but renewals of 
mains which had been originally laid some 60 years ago and were of 
primary urgency in view of the proposal to concrete the streets.
'The Town Clerk also intimated that he had requested the views of the 
Acting Co. M. 0. H. In-accordance with the Minister’s suggestion.
It was decided that the Special Committee appointed to consider these 
Relief Grants some time ago should meet at the close of the present Meeting.

REGISTERED PLUMBERS.

1 9 th  Ju n e , 1939.

Applications from Messrs. Thomas Underwood, South Iviain St., Daniel 
Gordon and Patrick Gordon, Parnel1 So., James u-ordon, St. Ibar’s 
Villas, and James Furlong, Old Pound, to be admitted and enrolled 
as authorised waterworks plumbers were submitted, and as these men 
had all been on the Old Resister it was unanimously agreed, on the 
motion of the Mayor, seconded by Councillor Byrne, to renew their 
registration.In reference to an application from George Gordon, Parnell Street, 
for registration, the Town Clerk pointed out that he had not been 
registered before, and it was decided to request him tc submit 
evidence that he had served his apprenticeship.
A further application for registration as a Waterworks Plumber was 
submitted from a man named James Jones, of John street, who submitted 
a certificate from the Reps, of John Browne, Builder & Contractor, 
Henrietta Street, that he had served at plumbing with Francis Browne 
for at least seven years. ^he position about bhis young man was that 
the Plumbers Society would not recognise him as a plumber or recognise 
that he had served his apprenticeship, and whilst it was pointed cut 
that whether or not he was a member of the Plumbers Society could not 
effect his application for registration if the Corporation were satisfied 
that he had served his apprenticeship and was a competent plumber, it 
was decided to adjourn the matter for a week and to ask the Plumbers 
Society why they objected to taking him in 41 ew of the evidence 
submitted by his late employer.
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PUBLIC WEIGHBRIDGE.
A letter from the County Surveyor addressed to the Borough Surveyor 
was read asking for permission to erect a public weighbridge at the 
Faythe. In a covering letter the Borough Surveyor stated that the 
weighbridge would be the property of the Co. Council and at the 
disposal of the Gardai for the purpose of checking road vehicles 
under the Traffic Act, and would not be for commercial use.
The Members were not very enamoured with this proposal to erect a 
weighbridge at the Faythe and decided to request the Co. Surveyor to 
submit a photograph of the building before they came to a final 
decis ion.

PROPOSED BUILDINGS.
There was submitted to the Meeting an application accompanied by a 
plan from Mr. Nicholas Murphy, South Main Street for permis'sion to 
erect a betting office at the Faythe.
Some members objected to this application on the grounds that the 
building was in course of erection before the permission of the 
Corporation was obtained, but the Borough Surveyor stated that Mr. 
Murphy had been with him when he informed him that he could not 
grant any permission without the authority of the Corporation. It 
appeared that Mr. Murjbhy was anxious to maKe an application to the 
Court for a Licence and he was prepared, if the Corporation did not 
approve, to take down any part of the building already erected. 
Councillor Hayes thereupon proposed that the necessary permission be 
granted and Councillor' Gaul seconded. On a show of hands the proposal 
was adopted by 12 votes for to 4 against.
A similar application was made by Mr. J. A, ^arker, South Main Street, 
for permission to erect a shop and dwelling house at South Main Street 
for Hr. Patrick Kelly. A plan had been approved by the Borough 
Surveyor, and on the motion of Councillor Gaul, seconded by Councillor 
Connolly, the necessary permission was granted.

WATER SUPPLY.
The action of the Tcwn Clerk and Borough Surveyor in cutting off the
Water Supply to the Town between the hours of 8. p.m. and 6.a.m. and
for prohibiting the use of water for purposes other than domestic
or legitimate trade purposes was approved.

MALICIOUS INJURY.
An application on hehalf of Mrs. Mary Holbrook, Rocklands, for £50 
compensation for malicious damage was referred to the Corporation 
Solicitor to defend when it came before the Circuit Court.

REPORTS - FIRE BRIGADE.
Two reports were submitted from the Captain of the Fire Brigade 
regarding attendance of the Brigade at fires. The first was for 
attendance at Rocksborough on the premises of Mrs. Holbrook for which 
the Brigade were engaged for It hours, and the Town Clerk intimated 
that he had submitted an account for £5. 5. 0 the minimum charge for 
the attendance of the Brigade.
This was agreed to. The second was for a fire at Littlegraigue, 
Bannow, which occurred on the night of the 8/9th instant. In this 
case the Fire Brigade were engagedfor seven hours and the Town Clerk 
reported that he had submitted an account for £30.
This action of the Town Clerk was also approved.
Arising out of this matter a question was raised as to whether or not 
it was advisable to allow the Brigade to attend fires outsidethe 
Borough, and It was pointed out that if a fire occurred in Town while 
the Brigade was absent a very serious position might arise and the
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Corporation might be liable to an action for failure to perform a 
statutory duty to the residents of the Borough.
On the other hand it was pointed out that if \ t  was definitely 
decided to restrict the operation of the Fire Brigade within the 
Borough Boundary an equally serious position might arise if a fire 
took place at the Co. Hospital which was only just outside the Town 
and the Brigade could not attend through such restriction. And again 
it would be a very difficult matter to refuse the attendance of the 
Brigade if a fire occurred at fefea an Institution such as the Mental 
Hospital or Sanitorium near Enniscorthy where lives might be endangered 
through lack of fire fighting equipment.
It was eventually decided to leave the position as it was at present 
namely:- that it be at the discretion of the Executive Officers, i.e. 
xhe Mayor, Town Cleric or Be rough Surveyor to permit cf the Brigade 
travelling outside the Borough. It was also decided to purchase
more hose for the use of the Brigade.

ASSOCIATION MUNICIPAL AUTHORITIES.
A letter was read from the Association of Irish Municipal Authorities 
intimating that the Annual Conference of the Association would be held 
at Cork on the 12th, 13th, and 14th September next, and requested the 
Corporation to appoint delegates.
It was decided that delegates shouldbe appointed at the next Statutory 
Meeting and notice of this intention should be given.
With reference to the expenses of delegates attending this Conference 
the Association forwarded copy of a letter received from the Department 
of Local Government and Fublic Health stating that.no binding rule as to 
what would constitute reasonable expenses expenses could be laid down. 
The normal rate of allowance to cover the cost of absence from home 
would not acceed 16s. fcr each night covering a period of 24 hours.
In the special circumstances connected with attendance at the Conference 
the Minister would however regard as reasonable an allowance within 
a limit of £1 for each night on which delegates who are members of 
Local Authorities are necessarily absent from home and in addition the 
payment of all necessary expenses of locomotion. With regard to 
officers who are appointed delegates an allowance may be at the
appropriate rate for the particular officer where it has been fixed
with the Minister’s sanction, otherwise, the same allowance may be
paid the officers as to the other delegates.
In this connection it was decided to recommend the Corporation to fix 
the following scale of expenses fcr members and officers travelling 
on the business of the Corporation either to this conference or on any 
other business.

Where a member or officer Is absent from home over night.---£1.
Where a member or officer is absent for a day and is able
to return home that night.---------------------------------15s.
Travelling allowance to be First Class Return Rail Fare.

LOANS - S. D. A. ACTS.
The Town Clerk referred to the position of Loans under the Snail 
Dwellings Acquisition Acts and stated that some time ago he had called 
the attention of the Committee to the fact' that there was £162. 13. 10 
outstanding on foot of instalments due on 1st January last. Since his 
last report he had collected £68. 19. 5 leaving still outstanding
£93. 14. 5. This amount was due by:-
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J. Leonard, St 
Edward Howlin, 
Sami. Yates,

John’s Roadft
ii --48. 7. 7

-- 3. 9. 1l
--26. 19. 1l 
— 1l. 16. 6

£3. 0. 6

Mary Bolger, Fishers Row 
Michael Coghlan, High St

As regards Leonard and Yates the '-̂own Clerk stated that he expected 
to receive the small balance due in each case in the course of a 
couple of weeks. In the case of Coghlan he had received the sum 
of 25s. and Councillor Connolly stated that be was aware Coghlan 
was still in negotitation with a person for the sale of the house 
when the outstanding balance would be cleared off.
In the case of Howlin, the Town Clerk read an application from this 
man for one of the new houses at William Street, and it was thought 
that it might be as well for the Corporation to acceed to this if 
Howlin could dispose of the hou^e at St. John’s Road to an approved 
person who would meet the installments due regularily, and before 
deciding to take further action in this case he was to be written 
to and asked what he proposed to,do about the outstanding installments 
if the corporation decided to give him a house at William Street.
As regards Mrs. Bolger it was decided to take whatever steps v/ere 
necessary to obtain possession of this house with a view to its sale 
in order to redeem the money advanced by the Corporation to ercct It.

With reference to previous discussions relative to the claim of Mr. 
Patrick Donovan, St. John’s Road, for damage to his furniture through 
dampness in his house, Messrs. Huggard, Brennan & Godfrey, Solicitors, 
submitted a detailed claim totalling £18. 10. 0. It was decided to 
request the Corporation Solicitor to advise whether the Corporation 
were legally liable in this matter or not.

Under date of the 19th ultimo Mr. A. Thornton, Enniscorthy, acknowledged 
receipt of the permission of the Corporation for the erection of a 
weighing machine on the footpath outside the Forester’s Hall and stated 
that he would indemnify the orporation against any accident or action 
which might arise through the machine referred to being on the footpath 
on the site for which they had given their permission. This was 
considered satisfactory.
The Town Clerk referred to an application for permission to erect an 
automatic cigarette machine on the footpath outside the premises of 
Mr. Ml. Broaders, South Main St. which had been before the Commlttee 
on the 24th April last, when it was decided that as the machine 
projected a few inches outside the line of the adjoining building that 
Mr. Broaders be asked who was the owner of the machine and If the owner 
would be prepared to indemnify the Corporation against any loss which 
might be caused if an accident occurred.
The Town Clerk intimated that he had written to Mr. Broaders in April 
asking for these particulars and had received no reply; he had written 
a further letter on the 2nd June asking for a reply to his letter of 
April but did not receive a reply to this communication either, so it 
was decided to inform Mr. Broaders that unless the machine in question 
was. removed within seven days the Corporation would proceed against him 
for obstruction.

HOUSE - ST. JOHN'S RD

MACHINES ON FOOTPATHS
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ACCIDENT TO CHILD.
'̂he Town Clerk read a letter from Mr. Denis Frayne, Selskar Street, 
intimating that an accident had occurred to his daughter in Georges 
Street owing to the uneven state of the footpath, which necessitated 
medical attention when surgical clips had to be Inserted in her knee. 
Fending a further claim In this case nc action v/as taken.

ACQUISITION OF LAND - SUMMERHILL.
With reference to Minutes of last Meeting, when the Town Clerk had 
been directed to communicate with the President of St. Peter’s College 
and Mr. Robert Harvey, regarding the acquisition of land, he reported 
that Mr. ^arvey had interviewed him on the subject of his three fields 
at Whitemill, which contained approximately, 6rr acres, and were subject 
to a revised annuity of £4. 13. 10 per annum. Mr. Harvey had intimated 
that he was prepared to sell the fields in question for the sum of 
£650, which was at the rate of £100 per acre. The Members considered 
that this offer was reasonable but as the fields in question were just 
outside the Borough the Town Clerk was directed to see what steps were 
necessary to be taken in order that the Corporation might acquire them.

FRANCISCAN RATES.
The Town Clerk reminded the Members that some time an;o he had been 
asked to communicate with some other f̂'own Clerks regarding the payment 
o f  rates by the Franciscan Fathers on their various convents.
He had written to the Town Clerk’s of Clonmel, Killarney, Galway, 
and Waterford, and found that in Clonmel the Friars were paying rates 
for the past three years. In Killarney they were paying since the 
time they had unsuccessfully contested the valuation, they were also 
paying in Waterford, but were not paying in Galway.
The Meeting instructed the Town Clerk to get in touch with the local 
Guardian and ascertain if he would be prepared to pay the current 
rates, if the outstanding ones were written off.

REPORT - M. 0. H.
Dr. Pierse, Medical Officer of Health, reported that he had inspected 
the grating of the sewer at end of Georges Street outside of Messrs.
M. J. O’Connor & Co., Solicitors, and found an offensive smell 
emanating from same, and recommended that the seweî be opened and 
cause of smell removed.
The Borough Surveyor intimated that he would shortly be making 
alterations in the sewer in Georges Street when he would be re-surfacing 
it in concrete and he wouldjhave the complaint Investigated and remedied.

SEWERAGE - KING ST.
The 'rown Clerk intimated that he had received complaints regarding 
the connection of the sewerage from the Green Street Housing Development 
site with the King Street River, and the Borough Surveyor was asked to 
make a report and estimate of the cost of covering this river and 
converting it into a main drain.

PUELIC BATHING PR0CTECTI0N.
Under date of the 31st ultimo by circular letter No. P.H.65 the Minister 
for Local Government and Public Health called attention to the necessity 
of providing life saving apparatus and shelters at places used for
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public bathing, but as the only bathing place under the control of the 
Corporation was an enclosed one in which a caretaker was constantly 
employed, during the bathing season, the Town Clerk was directed to 
explain the circumstances to the Minister.
Arising out of this matter the Borough Surveyor was directed to have 
a few cart loads of sand or gravel placed over the mud in the shallow 
water at the bathing place.

REPORT - MEAT INSPECTOR.
The report of the Meat Inspector for the month of May showed that he 
had examined 123 cattftfc, 418 sheep and 58 swine. Off the cattle, 
three heads, two fore-quarters and 1l organs were destroyed for 
tuberculosis, and 21 organs destroyed for other diseases. Of the 
sheep, one whole carcase and 1l organs were destroyed for diseases 
other than tuberculosis. Of the swine, one whole carcase, two heads 
and two fore-quarters, together with three organs were destroyed for 
tuberculosi s.
Arising out of this report the Town Clerk was asked if he had yet 
received any intimation from the 'Department as to whether Mr. Staples 
was regarded as being qualified to carry out Meat Inspection, and he 
replied that up to the present he had not, so it was decided to again 
communicate with the Department on the matter.

REPORT. M.O.H.
Dr. Fierse, M. 0. H. reported that he had inspected a yard at rear of 
house in Georges Street occupied by Mary Boyne, and found surface water 
flowing over the yard due to drain to main sewer apparently being choked 
under the hall of the house and causing a menance to public health.
He recommended that the drain be opened and cleaned, and it was agreed 
that notice should be served on the owner requiring this work to be
carried out within seven days.

OVERTIME- EMPLOYEES.
With reference to a Meeting of the Housing Committee on the 16th Instant 
when complaint was made that two employees of the Corporation named 
Bolger and McCormack were engaged erecting a house for a person outside 
the^Ecrough after their working hours with the Corporation, the matter 
was again raised at the present meeting.
It was pointed out that by a resolution of the Corporation made some 
few years ago employees were prohibited from working for any other person 
whilst in the employment of the Corporation under pain of dismissal and 
it was agreed that the two men should be written to and asked if the 
complaint was correct.

APPLICATION FOR LOAN.
Mr. T. Walsh, of Rowe Street, who had been granted a loan last year of 
£450 under the Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts, applied for a 
supplementary loan of £50 and as the house had been valued f or
approximately £600 by the Borough Surveyor, It was unanimously agreed,
on'the motion of the M^or, seconded by Councillor Connolly, to 
recommend the Corporation to grant the loan.

HOUSE - ST. MAGDALEN'S TERRACE.
A complaint regarding the condition of a house at St. Magdalen's Terrace 
was referred to the Borough Surveyor for attention.
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DEPUTATION TO TIMBER CO.
With reference to Minutes of the Housing Committee on the 16th instant 
when a deputation had been appointed to wait on the Proprietors of 
the Wexford Timber Co. relative to their timber contracts in connection 
with the Davitt Road and William Street Housing Schemes, the Town Clerk
reported that owing to being engaged in Court proceedings at Arklow 
on this day the Company had found it impossible to receive the 
deputation and had suggested that, if suitable to the Corporation, 
that the members should call on Tuesday, the 20th instant at 1l. a.m. 
and this was agreed to.

A Meeting of the Special Committee appointed to consider the 
administration cf Relief Grants was held at the close of the above
Meet!ng.
The Members present being:-
His Worship the Mayor, (in the Chair) with Alderman Walsh,

Reference was made to the fact that some key-men at Green Street 
had been employed for the duration of the job, and the 'J-'own Clerk 
was asked to prepare a Schedule against the next Meeting of the 
Committee showing the length of time each of these men had been 
employed by the C0rporat ion .
The Borough Surveyor reported that he proposed to commence the 
Spring and Summer Relief Grant at Rowe Street on the 26th instant, 
so it was decided to hold a Meeting of the Committee on Friday next 
at half-past seven o’clock p.m., and in the meantime, the Labour 
Exchange were to be asked if it would be possible to arrange to 
have the men notified by Saturday morning.
As it was now 1l. 35. p.m. the Meeting adjourned.

Councillors: Cashman, Byrne, Atkins, Ainne, and blnnott.
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A Meeting of the Special Committee apppinted on 1st May, 1939, 
to consider the administration of Relief Grants for the year 
1939/40 met this day at the ^own Clerk’s Office at half-past 
seven o’clock p.m.
^he Members present being:-
Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, (in the Chair) with Alderman Thos. Walsh 

Alderman Thomas Walsh,
Councillors: James Biliington, Thomas Byrne, Patrick Atkins,

Timothy Cashman, ^homas I>unne, and James Sinnott.
The Borough Surveyor and Town Clerk were also in attendance.
With reference to Minutes of the Committee on the 19th instant 
when it was agreed that the list of names of men for employment 
furnished to the Borough Surveyor by the Labour Exchange be 
submitted to the Committee before men were selected,tho Borough 
Surveyor laid this list before the Meeting and intimated that 
he saw no reason for not employing the first twenty-five thereon.
No objection was raised by anv of the members to this course 
when it was pointed out that ulxe Regulations provided for the 
men to be taken in the order in which they appeared, and no man 
shoulc be passed over unless good cause for such action could 
be shown.
During a general discussion on the cost of these works the 
Borough Surveyor intimated that two-course reinforced concretc 
street work was costing the Corporation 15/- per square yard 
and he was aware that it had been carried out for 6/10 by 
Contractors in other places. He was of opinion that a Contractor 
would carry out this work in Wexford for about 8/6 per square yard. 
Members expressed surprise at this contention and in reply to 
a query the SurVeyor stated that the men would not give the 
same return to the Corporation as to a contractor who would not 
keep men who were not giving a fair return.
As requested at last Meeting the r̂own °lerk submitted a Return 
of the men employed on the Green Street Development Scheme 
since its inception. This showed that there wore nine such 
men and the Borough Surveyor intimated that these would be 
finished in a short while and if he changed them now bo would 
only get young men without experience as the higher rated men 
on the Green Street panel were exhausted.
It was agreed that a man named White of King Street hhould be 
employed as week-end watchman when this jad rk commonccd.
On the question of the employment of a Ganger the Borough 
Surveyor stated that he proposed to employ a man named Patrick 
Cleary for tMs job, who had been previously employed as a 
ganger on Relief Work.
A number of members strenuously opposed this proposal of the 
Surveyor on the grounds that Cleary had been employed by the 
Corporation since September, 1938 and had only been finished 
on the 3rd instant. Previously he had been employed for a 
lengthy period with the Contractors for the Whitemill Housing 
Scheme, and as he had a number of stamps in respect of which he 
could draw Unemployment Insurance Benefit it was considered that 
some other person should be given an opportunity to act as 
ganger.

23rd June, 1939.
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The Borough Surveyor, however, would not agree to this and 
the matter wqs argued for a couple of hours without avail. 
Eventually the Meeting considered that they would not be 
justified in permitting the works to commence without having 
the entire matter considered by the Corporation and as a 
Quarterly Meeting was due to be held on the 26th instant, it 
was agreed to place the matter of the administration of the 
Grants on the Aeenda for discussion and pending a decision 
by tho Corporation the Grant work was not to commence.
Councillor Cashman raised a question of employing a large 
number of the men for five days but it was pointed out that 
sufficient cause should be shown for the employment of any 
person for more than three days and the Surveyor stated that 
only three keymen would be required on the jobs now about to 
commence.
As it was now 10. 0. p.m. the Meeting terminated.

7)
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A Quarterly Meeting of the Corporation was held this day at the 
Town Hall at half-past seven o'clock p*m.
The Members present being:-
Richard Corish}. Esq., Mayor (in the Chair)

Aldermen: James McMahon, Thomas Walsh, Robert Coffey,.
and Patrick Tobin.

Councillors: Thomas Dunne, Timothy Cashman, Thomas Hayes,
Phillip McGuire, James Billington, James 
Sinnott, James Crosbie* Thomas Byrne, James 
Gaul, Petrick Atkins, James Murphy, John 
Billington, Patrick Hawkins, Nicholas Connolly, 
and Sterhen McMahon.

MINUTES.
The Minutes of Meeting of the Corporation on the 5th instant 
(a copy of which had been furnished to the Members with the 
Agenda for the present Meeting) were taken as having been read 
and were signed by the Mayor, on the motion of Alderman Coffey, 
seconded by Alderman Walsh.

ELECTION OF MAYOR.
The first business was to elect a Mayor to hold office until 
Quarterly Meeting due to be held between the 23rd June and 1st 
July, 1940, and until his successor,had been appointed and made 
a Declaration of Acceptance of Office.
As had been the practice for some years past Alderman Corish, 
the Mayor, vacated the Chair during the election, and on the 
motion of Councillor Sinnott, seconded by Councillor Byrne, 
Alderman Walsh presided.
Councillor Byrne proposed that Alderman Richard Corish be 
elected Mayor of Wexford for the twentieth year in succession 
to hold office until Quarterly Meeting due to be held between 
the 23rd June and 1st July, 1940, and until his successor 
had been appointed and made a Declaration of Acceptance of 
Office..In moving the motion Councillor Byrne said that during his 
Mayoralty Alderman Corish had carried out the duties with 
the dignity and respect which the Office required.
Councillor Connolly seconded and said he thought it would be 
very hard to get a man to carry out the work of Mayor as 
Alderman Corish had done.
Alderman McMahon and Councillor James Billington supported 
the proposal.Councillor Atkins however stated that while he agreed with 
everything that the speakers had said about Alderman Corish 
he believed it was time after 19 years that they should have 
a change and he prpposed that Alderman Walsh be elected for 
the coming year.
Alderman Walsh however declined to accept nomination nor was 
the proposition seconded.
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Alderman Coffey said he held Alderman Carish in great esteem, 
but about 20 years ago it was declared from every platform 
in Wexford that one year, or at the most two years, was enough 
for any man in the Mayoralty. Now they were going on for 20 
years and he thought a change was due and that a healthy change 
would not be one bit of harm. He did not know if they had 
any member of the Council capable for the job - he believed 
they had - but if they had not, he suggested that they should 
go to the citizens. There were plenty of young men in the 
Town whom he would like to see coming in and being trained in 
Municipal Administration.
As there was no other nomination for the Office of Mayor,
Alderman Walsh declared Alderman Corish re-elected amidst 
applause.
Tho re-elected Mayor them made and subscribed the Declaration 
of Acceptance of Office prescribed by the Municipal Corporations 
(Ireland) Act, 1840, which was witnessed by Alderman Walsh and 
Councillor Hayes.
Alderman Corish then re-occupied the Mayoral Chair and in 
returning thanks to the Members for having elected him again 
stated hh had no objection to what had been said by Alderman 
Coffey or Councillor Atkins. He certainly had held the 
Mayoralty for a long time but had done so because he was so 
deeply interested in his native Town. At the present moment, 
he stated, the task of a Public Representative in a Municipal 
Authority was an unenviable one because they were faced with 
abnormal expenditure all round. The Rates had reached a very 
high level and a great many of the increases were not due to 
the activities of the Corporation. Various aohemes had had 
to be undertaken In rdcent years which had been responsible for 
piling up the Municipal Debt. It seemed that they were to have 
more expense, which to his mind, should not be a municipal charge. 
He then reviewed the provisions of the Bill before An Dail with 
Air Raid Precautions; the question of unemployment; the new 
Combined Purchasing Act; the proposal to improve the Water 
Supply to the Borough, and Housing.
In conclusion, he stated there would certainly be a change in 
Local Government within the next 12 months and hoped it would 
be for the benefit of the people in general, and that they would 
get results as good from the new system as he thought they had 
got from the old.

QUARTERLY MEETINGS.
The next business was to fix the days and hours for three
Quarterly Meetings of the Corporation to be held prior to
23rd June, 1940, and on the suggestion of the Town Clerk it was 
agreed, on the motion of Councillor Connolly, seconded by 
Alderman McMahon that the three Quarterly Meetings be fixed fors-

Monday, October 2nd, 1939 at 7. 30. p.m.
Monday, January 8th, 1940 at 7. 30. p.m.
Monday, April, 1st, 1940 at 7. 30. p.m.
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STANDING COMMITTEES.
The appointment of Standing Committees of the Council aa well 
as an Old Age Pensions Committee for the Borough was the next 
item on the Agenda and on the motion of Councillor Sinnott, 
seconded by Councillor Murphy, it was agreed that the existing 
Committees should be re-appointed, but that the Town Clerk 
should report to the Corporation as soon as possible if there 
were any members of the existing committees who had not attended 
during the past 12 months when their places could be filled.

HOUSE - HARBOUR VIEW.
Pour applications were submitted for the tenancy of a house 
at Harbour View and on a poll being taken their voted for:-
John Molloy, The Faythe.- Councillors: McMahon, Dunne, Hayes, 
McGuire, Sinnott, Crosbie, Byrne, Gaul, John Billington, Hawkins, 
Alderman McMahon and the Mayor. (12).
For William Godkin, North Main St.-Alderman Walsh, Coffey,
Tobin, Councillors: Cashman, James Billington, Atkins, and 
Connolly. (T).
For John Murphy, The Faythe.- Councillor Murphy. (1).
Molloy having a clear majority was declared elected.

RELIEF GRANTS.
The next business was to consider the administration of Relief 
Grants for 1939-40. The Mayor thought that this matter should 
be considered in Committee and in accordance with Standing 
Order No. 42 moved that the Council go into Committee. Councillor 
Crosbie seconded this motion which was agreed to, and the 
Meeting thereupon resolved itself into Committee.
The position with regard to the administration of these Grants 
was that at a Meeting of the Corporation held on 1st May last 
a discussion had taken place regarding Rotational Employment 
and a Committee had been set up to consult with the Borough 
Surveyor to see if he was prepared to recruit his keymen from 
men with families of four and over, and change them every four 
weeks. This Committee had met on the 5th May when a very frank 
and full discussion took place regarfling the operation of these 
Grants, especially in relation to keymen, and after lengthy 
discussions during which the position was explained tooth from the 
point of view of the Officials charged with the administration 
of the Grants and the men employed, the Borough Surveyor agreed 
to rotate all koymen with the exception of two tamper men every 
four weeks and to submit to the Committee a list of the men 
he received from the Employment Exchange prior to commencing the 
next grant.
A Meeting of the Corrmittee v/as also held on the 19th June when 
the Surveyor intimated that the Spring and Summer Works had been 
sanctioned and that he proposed to commence work thereon at Rowe 
Street on the 26th Instant, and it was decided to hold a further 
meeting on the. 23rd instant to examine the list of names submitted 
from the Labour Exchange.
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As arranged the Committee met on the 23rd at 7, 30, p#m? and 
the list furnished to the Borough Surveyor by the Labour 
Exchange was laid before the Meeting, The list contained 
53 names and the Surveyor stated that he would only require 
25 men and saw no reason for not employing the first < 25 
whose names^appeared on the list. No objection was raised 
by the Committee to this course when it was pointed out that 
the Regulations provided that the men be taken in the order in 
which they appeared, and no man should be passed over unless 
good cause for such action could be shown,
The question of the employment of a ganger was then raised by 
the Committee and the Surveyor intimated that he proposod to 
employ a man named Patrick Cleary for this job who had been 
previously employed as a ganger on Relief Work.
A number of members of the Committee strenuously opposed this 
proposal of the Surveyor's on the grounds that Cleary had been 
employed by the Corporation since September 1938 until the 
3rd instant and previously had been employed for a lengthy 
period with the Contractors for the Whitemill Housing Scheme.
As he had a number of stamps in respect of which he could 
draw Unemployment Insurance Benefit it was considered that some 
other person should be given an opportunity to act as Ganger.
The Borough Surveyor, however, would not agree to this and the 
matter was argued until 10. p.m. without avail.
The Committee therefore decided that they would not be justified 
in permitting the works to commence without having the entire 
matter considered by the Corporation and had further decided to 
request such consideration at the present Meeting,
It was seen that the question of the employment of a ganger 
was the only point at difference between the Committee and the 
Borough Surveyor, but Councillor Cashman stated he dissented 
because he disagreed entirely with the principle of three days 
and considered that each man should get at least five days work 
for a period of a month.
This whole question was again debated at length by the Corpor­
ation and a number of members seemed to consider It very strange 
that the Borough Surveyor could not select a ganger from 
amongst the names on the list submitted by the Labour Exchange, 
and a further suggestion was made that a mason should act as 
ganger, but it was pointed out that the services of a mason 
would not be required until actual concreting commenced.
During the course of the discussion Paragraph 9 of the Depart­
ments Regulations S.G.A./206 e. (u ) was read and this paragraph 
appeared to give absolute discretion to the Borough Surveyor 
in regard to the employment of gangers or keymen.
Councillor James Biliington proposed that the appointment of 
a foreman or ganger be left to the Borough Surveyor in accordance 
with this Regulation, and Alderman Coffey seconded.
After a very lengthy debate however, a suggestion by the Mayor 
met with general favour. This was that no objection should 
be raised to Cleary’s appointment as ganger but that when the 
second portion of the work commenced at Main Street that a 
man be selected from the list to act under Cleary as Timekeeper 
on the jobs and that all keymen to be appointed be married men 
who were not keymen before. ĥe. Borough Surveyor agreed to 
this suggestion of the Mayor’s as did also the entire Corporation 
and Councillor James Biliington withdrew his formal proposal.
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A question was raised regarding the employment of keymen on 
Green Street and the Borough Surveyor intimated that the 
entire gang there would be due for changing in two weeks time, 
and pointed out that the names he was receiving now for the 
Green Street Grant were all low-rated men with very little 
experience, but as far as possible he would apply to the 
Labour Exchange for hi^i-rated men to act as keymen.
The Meeting then terminated.
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A Meeting of the Housing Committee was held this day at 
the Town Clerk’s Office, at half-past seven o’clock p*m.
The Members present being:-
Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor (in the Chair) with Alderman Walsh*

Councillors: Thomas Hayes, John Biliington, James
Crosbie, Patrick Atkins, Nicholas Connolly, 
Thomas Byrne, Thomas Dunne, James Biliing­
ton, and Robert Moran.

The Borough Surveyor and Town Clerk were also in 
attendance.

The Meeting baad been convened to consider the position of the 
Housing Works at Davitt Road Nocth and William Street.
It was recalled that at a Meeting of the Corporation held on 
the 1st May that power had been delegated to the Housing 
Committee to take such steps to deal with the situation 
regarding the delivery of supplies as they deemed advisable 
at any time.
The Committee now recognised that a stage had been reached 
when it was Impossible to allow this situation to go further 
and thought that it should be closed down and the Minister for 
Local Government and Public Health asked immediately to send 
down an Inspector to investigate the dispute with the object 
of advising the Committee as to what steps they should take 
in all the circumstances.
Councillor Connolly moved that the Schemes be closed down and 
that the Minister for Local Government and Public Health be 
asked to send down an Inspector to make an investigation into 
the whole dispute and advise as to what steps the Corporation 
should take in the matter. Councillor Dunne seconded this 
motion and after some discussion it was seen there was no 
other alternative to the proposal, and it was unanimously 
agreed to.
The works were to be closed on the 1st prox. at 12. 30. p.m. 
and the men paid off.
As regards the Clerk of Works, it was also agreed that he should 
be Informed that his services would not be required pending 
resumption of the work, and the day watch work v/as to be 
divided between the two present night watch-men of each Scheme.
Reference was made to the quantity of materials etc. on these 
sites and it was agreed that if anything went wrong that the 
watch-men should be held responsible and instantly dismissed.
It was further agreed that the Town Clerk should communicate 
with the Department of Local Government and Public Health 
Immediately after the Meeting, and in order to enable him 
to do this by the night post the Meeting terminated.

n

30th June, 1939*

.. . } Af Vi ,
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A Statutory Meeting of the Corporation was held this day at the 
Town Clerk's Office at half-past seven o'clock p.m.
The members present were:-
Richard Corish, Esq*, Mayor (in the Chair)
Aldermen2 Thomas Walsh, Robert Coffey, and James McMahon.
Councillors: Thomas Hayes, Thomas Byrnes Thomas Dunne, Patrick 

Atkins. James Billington, Stephen McMahon, James 
Gaul, Patrick Hawkins, James Sinnott, James Crosbie, 
Phillip McGuire, Janes Murphy, Nicholas Connolly,
and Timothy Cashnar-

MINUTES.
The following Minutes were submitted for approval and signature:- 
Minutes of the Corporation on 19th and 26th ultimo; Finance and 
Works Committee on 5th and 19th ultimo; Special Committee on 
19th and 23rd ultimo; and Housing Committee on 16th and 30th 
ultimo,
Councillor Crosbie moved that the Minutes, as submitted, be 
approved and signed, and Councillor Byrne seconded*
Alderman Coffey, however. asked to have the Minutes of the Housing 
Committee on the 30th ultimo read, when it had been decided to 
close down the Housing Schemes, but the Mayor stated it would be 
unwise to read 'the Minutes as there was a disagreement between a 
Contractor and the Borough Surveyor, and the Department had been 
asked to send down an Inspector to investigate it.
In view of the Mayor’s statement, Alderman Coffey did not press 
to have the Minutes read, and they were signed as submitted.

PAYMENTS.
Liabilities which had accrued due up to the end of last month, 
amounting, in the aggregate, to £2221. 12„ 3 were submitted, and
having been examined.were approved and an Advice Note signed to
enable them to be discharged.
Arising out of an item in the Accounts in respect of repairs to
the Fire Engine, Councillor Hayes asked if the work of repairs to 
the Corporation Motors v/as spread around all the Garages in 
Wexford, and the Town Clerk replied that it was. The Councillor 
thought the officials should see that work of this nature was 
only given to garages v/here Trade Union Wages were paid,

LOAN - T. WALSH.
The Finance Committee recommended that a Supplementary Loan of 
£50 be made to Mr, Thomas Walsh, Rowe Street, in respect of the 
purchase of a house there. The original amount of the Loan was 
£450, and the Borough Surveyor had placed a value of £600 on the 
building, so that the Corporation were within their Statutory 
rights in granting the loan of £50, The recommendation was 
adopted on the motion of Councillor Dunne, seconded by Councillor 
Atkins.Arising out of this. Alderman Coffey asked v/hat was the position 
regarding the repayments by people who had already got loans.
The Tov/n Clerk replied that there were only two people whom he 
had difficulty in collecting from., In one case he had instructed 
the Solicitor to take the necessary proceedings to foreclose on 
the Mortgage, and the other case was at present being considered 
by the Finance Committee *

3rd July, 1939,
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NEW BUILDINGS.
The Finance and Works Committee recommended that permission be 
given under the Town and Regional Planning Act for the erection of 
a Shop and dwelling house at South Main Street for Mr, Patrick 
Kelly, and for the erection of an office at the Faythe by Mra 
Nicholas Murphy, in accordance v/ith the plans deposited. On the 
motion of Councillor Gaul, seconded by Councillor Hayes, the
necessary permission to erect these buildings was granted,

TRAVELLING EXPENSES.
The Finance Committee also recommended that the following scale 
of expenses be fixed for members or officials travelling on the
business of the Council,
(a) Where a member or official is absent from home for a day 

and night (covering a period of 24 hours) £1, 0, 0„
(b) Where a member or official is only absent from home for a

day, and could reach,his home the same night.- 15/- per day,
(c) In addition. First Glass Return Rail Fare should be paid*
In this connection, the Town Clerk stated that this matter had 
been the subject of dispute on recent occasions between members 
and himself, and he read a copy of a letter addressed by the 
Minister for'Local Government and Public Health, under date of 
the 31st May, 1939, to the Association of Irish Municipal
Authorities, This letter stated that the normal rate of
allowance to cover the cost of absence from home would not exceed 
16/- per night, but in the special circumstances connected with 
attendance at Conferences of the Association the Minister would 
regard as reasonable an allowance of £1 for each night.
This matter had been considered by the Finance Committee, who had 
decided that less than £!«. per night would not be sufficient to 
cover expenses, and had agreed to recommend the payment of such a 
sum by the Corporation; the Committee had also considered that 
an allowance of 15/- per day should be paid when absence from 
home over night was not necessitated,,
Councillor Moran moved that the scale, as recommended by the 
Finance Committee, be adopted, and Councillor Byrne seconded.
The motion was carried without dissentP

PURCHASE OF CONCRETE MIXER - MORTGAGE.
There was submitted for execution on the part of the Corporation 
a Deed of Mortgage whereby security would be given to the 
National Bank for the repayment of a Loan of £230 for the purchase 
of a Concrete Mixer, and on the motion of Councillor Gaul, 
seconded by Alderman Walsh, the following Resolution., submitted 
by the Bank’s Solicitor, was unanimously adopted:-

f,At a Meeting of the Corporation of the Borough of 
Wexford held on the third day of May, 1939, It v/as resolved - 
That in pursuance of the consent of the Local Government 
Minister dated 19th May 1939, the Corporation do borrow from 
The National Bank Limited the sum of £230 for the purpose of 
the purchase of a concrete mixer said loan to be repaid to 
the Bank by half yearly instalments spread over the period 
of three years with Interest thereon at one half per centf 
under the Irish Banks’ Rate rising and falling therewith from 
time to time but at no time to be less than £4 per cent, 
per annum, said loan to be secured by a Mortgage over the 
rates available for that purpose. And that the Seal of the 
Corporation be affixed to said Mortgagesu

3rd July, 1939,

_____
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The Mortgage Deed was thereupon sealed and signed on the part of 
the Corporation.

IRISH TOURIST ASSOCIATION CONTRIBUTION.
The next business was to execute a Local Contribution Agreement with 
the Irish Tourist Association in respect of a contribution of £20* 
which had been included in the rates for the current Financial Year* 
Councillor Hayes moved that the Agreement be executed, and 
Councillor James Biliington seconded.
This gave rise to a very protracted discussion, and Alderman Coffey 
stated that while he had a great admiration for the Tourist 
Association, he had to complain that the Hotels were not all that 
they should be. Councillor Sinnott complained that County Wexford 
was not being advertised sufficientlya A number of members, 
however, pointed out that the Monthly Bulletin issued by the 
Association very often contained references to Wexford as well as 
photographs of Interest, As regards the Hotels, it was pointed 
out that there had been a vast improvement in recent years, and that 
under new legislation at present before the Oireachtas, a Board 
would be set up with power 'to grade hotels and to give grants for 
their improvement. It was also pointed out that there must be a 
certain amount of advertising of Wexford across Channel as the 
Town Clerk was continually receiving requests for particulars of 
accommodation, etc, during the Spring and Summer months.
The motion to execute the Agreement was eventually adopted, and it 
was sealed and signed on the part of the Corporation.

CONFERENCE - ASSOCIATION MUNICIPAL AUTHORITIES.
The next business was to appoint delegates to attend the Annual 
Conference of the Association of Irish Municipal Authorities to be 
held in Cork on the 12th, 13th and 14th September next*
In accordance with the provisions of the Local Conferences Order, 
notice of intention to appoint delegates had been given to each 
member on the 22nd ultimo,
Councillor Connolly thereupon proposed that the Mayor and Councillor 
Dunne be appointed delegates, and in moving the motion said that in 
appointing delegates on previous occasions to similar Conferences 
they had not made as good a selection as they might have. The 
Conference was a very important one which dealt mainly with the 
Housing question, and he thought that the most suitable persons they 
could appoint as delegates were men who understood something about 
the building trades,vand asked the Corporation to agree with him 
that the two best men were the Mayor and Councillor Dunne, who were 
so closely in touch with building.
Councillor James Biliington seconded the proposal, but remarked 
that he thought the Conference should be constituted similar to the 
Technical Congress held recently where the C.E.O. was present with 
the delegates, and in his view the Town Clerk should accompany the 
delegates appointed to the Conference of the Association of Irish 
Municipal Authorities,
It was pointed out, however, that there could not be three delegates 
and the Mayor said that the matter should be raised at the next 
meeting of the Association
Councillor McMahon, however, proposed that Councillor Hayes be 
appointed one of the delegates, and Councillor Crosbie seconded.
In reply to a query by Alderman McMahon, it was stated that 
Councillor Hayes was at the Conference Ikast year, and was a member 
of the Executive,
In reply to a further query it was stated that the members of the 
Executive would not be ex officio delegates to the Congress9
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After some further discussion, it was unanimously agreed that the 
( Mayor should be one of the delegates, and as regards the second 
delegate, on a show of hands nine members voted for Councillor 
Hayes, and seven for Councillor Dunne.
Councillor Hayes was accordingly declared elected, and it was 
further agreed that if either of the two delegates were elected on 
the Executive Council of the Association that he be authorised to 
attend the number of meetings of such Executive permitted by the 
Local Conferences Order•
As regards the Agenda for the Conference, Councillor Cashman 
suggested that the Conference should be asked to call on the 
Government to amend the Regulations relating to Rotational Employ­
ment so as to permit married men with dependents to be employed 
for five days in each of every four weeks.
The Mayor then stated that he wanted permission to raise the question 
of the Local Loans Fund at the Conference, and stated that the 
annuities on foot of these loans were not now being paid to England, 
and he thought that the Local Authorities should receive some 
benefit considering that the farmers had their annuities halved. 
Permission to raise these matters at the Conference was given.

PLAY GROUNDS.
Councillor Sinnott raised the question of the provision of Play 
Grounds or Public Parks in the town, and stated that it would be a 
good day’s work if the Association could make some arrangements in 
the matterc It was pointed out, however, that the Corporation 
had ample powers to deal with this matter themselves.
Councillor Byrne asked if the Town Clerk had any particulars 
regarding the proposal made some time ago to negotiate-.for the 
purchase of certain lands with the object of making a public park 
in the Southern end of the town, The Town Clerk, in reply, stated 
he had been asked by the owners' Solicitor to indicate what 
particular lands the Corporation required out of the lady's 
property in the area-, He had sent a copy of this letter to 
Councillor Sinnott asking him what particular fields he had in 
mind when he moved in this matter, but he had received no reply, and 
it was now agreed that a Committee consisting of Councillors 
Sinnott, James Billington, Dunne, Connolly, Aldermen Walsh and 
Coffey be appointed to inspect sites in this connection.

CAR PARKS.
Councillor McMahon stated that some time ago Anne Street had been 
concreted and the Borough Surveyor had left a horse track on both 
sides of the steep part of the street to enable horses to travel 
on it, but both sides of the street at present were being used as 
car parks, as a result of which horses had to travel in the centre 
of the roadway.The Town Clerk was asked to take up this matter with the Gardai 
with a view to having this particular part of the street kept free 
from parking.

OVER TIME.
Reeference was made to a query at last meeting of the Finance 
Committee regarding two employees of the Corporation working after 
hours for other persons in contravention of a Resolution of the 
Corporation of some years ago, and it was stated that a reply had 
been received from the workers concerned and v/ould be dealt with at 
the Finance Committee meeting to be held at̂ -the clo^ejof the 
present meeting, £ J  /Q A / y

3rd July, 1939*
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A Meeting of the Mnance and Works, Waterworks, and Public Health 
Committees was held at the close of the above meeting, the members 
present being the same as at the Statutory Meeting*

OVERTIME.
V/ith reference to Minutes of the 19th ultimo, when complaint v/as made 
that two employees named Eolger and McCormack were working for persons 
other than the Corporation after hours, the Town Clerk intimated that 
he had written to the two gentlemen In question on the 22nd idem, and 
had received a joint reply stating that the information of the 
Corporation was inaccurate and that further observations on the 
complaint v/ere unnecessary.
As these men were not now in the employment of the Corporation, it was 
agreed that the Borough Surveyor be instructed not to re-employ them 
until the Corporation had an opportunity of reviewing the whole matter 
in the light of further Inquiries which the members s eemed inclined to
make •

AUTHORISED PLUMBERS.
V/ith reference to Minutes of the 19th ultimo, when an application of 
George Gordon of Parnell Street to be registered as an Authorised 
Waterworks Plumber was adjourned to enable him to submit evidence that 
he had served his apprenticeship, he submitted a certificate from Mr. 
James Furlong of Messrs. Gordon & Furlong, Plumbers, to the effect 
that he had served an apprenticeship of seven years.
This was considered satisfactory, but before registering this young 
man it was decided to request the Plumbers’ Society to state if they 
recognised George G6rdon as having served his apprenticeship. 
Applications to be registered as Authorised Waterworks Plumbers were 
also submitted from:-

Richard Delaney, Columba Villas.
John Hayes, Grattan Terrace.
John Doyle, Commercial Quay.
James Doyle, Do.
Patrick Murphy, Monument Place.
John Molloy, Sr., Faythe.
Michael Fitzpatrick, Talbot Street.
Francis Goodison, John Street.

As all these men were on the old register it was agreed, on the motion 
of Councillor Connolly, seconded by Councillor Gaul, to register them 
again.
With reference to Minutes of the 19th ultimo, when an application for 
registration as an Authorised Waterworks Plumber was submitted from 
James Jones, John Street, the Plumbers’ Society intimated that Jones 
had applied for admission in January 1932, when it was decided not to 
admit him as he had not srrved his apprenticeship. At the time they 
had evidence that Jones was employed by the late John Browne, Builder, 
as a labourer to attend Plumbers, Carpenters, Masons, etc. Since 
1932 he had allied for membership on three occasions and was refused 
as not being eligible.In view of the diversity of opinion as to whether or not this young 
man had served his apprenticeship as a plumber, it v/as agreed on the
SUr.estion of Councillor Connolly that Jones be permitted to appear
before the Committee at next meeting in connection with the application 
-The Plumbers’ Society under date of the 30th ultimo asked the 
Corporation not to register any1plumbers outside the Wexford Borough 
Boundary, but it v/as decided to inform the Society that the 
Corporation could not agree to this suggestion and must continue the 
present practice of considering each application on its merits.

RENT ARREARS.
Under date of the 30th ultimo, by letter No. H.30456/39, the Minister

3rd July, 1939.
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for Local Government and Public Health pointed out that the arrears 
of rents at the end of Kay amounted to £634, 4. 1l, and represented 
a rate of almost 7d* in tae Pound. Immediate action, he stated, 
must therefore be taken by the Corporation to have the arrears reduced 
substantially. The Minister also pointed out that in assessing the 
amount of contribution to annual Loan Charges In any Financial Year, 
due consideration would be given to the amount of rent collectible and 
the standard of collection throughout the year.
It was decided to forward a copy of this letter to each of the tv/o 
Rent Collectors with a request for their observations on the state of 
arrears in their district.
It v/as decided to ask the Rent Collectors to report on the condition 
of the houses in regard to cleanliness and sub-letting.

DAMAGE TO FURNITURE.
With reference to Minutes of the 19th ultimo, when a claim for 
compensation for damage to furniture through d&mpness in the house 
at St. John's Road, occupied by Mr. Patrick Donovan, was referred to 
the Corporation Solicitor, Mr. O'Connor, under date of the 26th 
instant, stated he could not see how the Corporation could be liable, 
and it v/as decided to inform the Solicitors for Mr. Donovan that the 
Corporation could not accept liability for their claim of 24th May last.

RATES, ST. PETER'S COLLEGE.
The Town Clerk referred to a disagreement which had arisen between the 
President of St. Peter's College and himself regarding liability to 
letting of half-annual rent, and It was agreed to refer this matter 
to the Corporation Solicitor to deal with, as there was a peculiar 
point of lav/ involved.

HOLIDAYS.
The Sub Sanitary Officer applied for and was granted his usual two 
weeks holidays.
The foreman also applied for his holidays and the application v/as granted 
In reply to a query as to v/hom he recommended to act as foreman in 
the absence of William Byrne, the Borough Surveyor stated he v/ould 
recommend Thomas Crosbie, Lorry Driver. This was agreed to.

RETENTION MONEY - WHITEMILL HOUSES.
There v/as submitted to the Meeting a letter from Messrs. Graves & Co. 
Ltd., Waterford, enclosing a letter from Messrs. H. & A. Hamilton, 
Builders and Contractors,^authorising the Corporation to pay to 
Messrs. Graves the sum of £1041 retention money on behalf of their 
Contract v/ith Wexford Corporation for the erection of Sixty-two houses 
at Whitemill.In reply to a query, the Town Clerk stated that he did not think the 
assignment in its present form was legal, and it was decided to ask 
the opinion of the Corporation Solicitor, and if the matter were put 
in legal form the Committee would raise no objection to the payment 
being made to Messrs. Graves.

PLOT AT ST. JOHN'S ROAD.
Mr. James Quirke, St. John's Road, applied to be given a small 
triangular "plot of ground adjoining his house there for use as a garden. 
At the moment this plot was a v/ilderness and v/as used as a dumping
ground by a number of people.
It v/as unanimously agreed to recommend the Corporation to grant 
Mr. Quirke this plot at l/- per year; the tenancy to be terminated 
by'a month's notice in writing on either side.
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PLOT AT GREEN STREET
A letter was read from Mr. Phillip Hall, Carrigeen Street, asking the 
permission of the Corporation to acquire the plot of land at Green 
Street over which he had given them a right of way some time ago.
It was decided to ask the Borough Surveyor to examine this plot, and 
indicate the area of it.

With reference to Minutes of last meeting, when the question of arrears 
of loans under the Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts had been under 
consideration, the Town Clerk reported that as directed he had 
instructed the Corporation Solicitor to take the necessary proceedings 
against Mrs, Bolger of Fisher’s Row; and in regard to Mr, Edward 
Ilowlin, of St. John’s Road, Mr, Howlin stated that if he got one of 
the houses at William Street, he would dispose of the present house 
at St. John’s Road and pay the Corporation out of the sale the sums 
due.
It v/as decided to ask Mr. Howling what prospect, if any, he had of 
a sale,

Councillor Byrne referred to the amount of work being carried out by 
the present Committees, and asked that a Special Works Committee 
should be appointed, so it v/as agreed to give notice of this to each 
member before the next meeting of the Committee.
The Meeting then terminated.

S. D. A. ACTS

SPECIAL WORKS COMMITTEE
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A Meeting of the Housing Committee was held this day at 
the Town Clefck’s Office at half-past eight ofclock p.ml
The Members present being:-
Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor (in the chair)

Alderman. Thomas Walsh,
Councillors. Robert Moran, Thomas Byrne, Nicholas

Connolly, James Biliington, Thomas Hayes, 
Thomas I>unne, John Biliington, and James 
Crosbie.

The Borough Surveyor and Town Clerk were also in attendance.
With reference to Minutes of last Meeting when it had been 
decided to close down the two building schemes at Davitt 
Road North and William Street and to request the Minister 
for Local Government and Public Health to hold an Invest­
igation into the dispute between the Borough Surveyor and the 
Wexford Timber Company regarding the supplies of materials,
The Minister under date of the 7th instant by letter No. H* 
19852/2/39 intimated that the question as to whether the 
materials supplied were in accordance with the Specification 
was a matter for the Engineer in charge of the works*
The Engineer was responsible to the Corporation for seeing 
that the houses were built in a satisfactory manner and that 
the materials used were of the required standard of quality.
The Minister was not prepared to intervene in the matter at 
this stage and the Corporation would do well to consult their 
Legal Adviser as to the appropriate action to be tqken to 
insure that the terms of the Contract and Specification were 
complied with.
It was explained to the Meeting that on receipt of this letter 
on the 10th idem the Mayor, Borough Surveyor, Clerk of Works, 
and Town Clerk had had a conference on this entire matter.
At this conference the Borough Surveyor intimated that in so 
far as the sizes of timber were concerned he would not be 
particular if the materials supplied by the Timber Co. were 
not more than a 16th of an inch slack and if the quality was 
all right he would be prepared to accept it a 16th slack.
As a result of this conference it was thought advisable that 
the Mayor and Town Clerk should interview the proprietors 
of the' Wexford Timber Company to see if they were in a position 
to meet the Borough Surveyor’s requirements in regard to this 
timber, and if so, to have as much of it as possible delivered 
on the sites for inspection, so that it could be seen whether 
or not ample supplies of materials were available to warrant 
the re-starting of the works.
As regards the ouestion of ridge tiles, the Borough Surveyor 
had informed them that the latest tiles supplied by the 
Timber Co. were not of a uniform colour throughout and that 
the pitch was 5% inaccurate.
The Mayor and Town Clerk had interviewed the Wexford -Limber 
Co. and had had consultations with Mr. Stafford, one of the 
Directors, and Mr. McElroy, the Manager, As a result of this 
conversation a large quantity of rafters and flooring boards 
had been delivered on the sites on Monday evening. The 
Borough Surveyor now reported on the whole matter as follows:-

11th July, 1939.
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"In pursuance of our conversation of yesterday, and acting 
on the Mayors suggestion, I inspected some timber delivered 
at William St. and Davitt Road Housing Sites. As far as I 
can see all this timber is what is known to the trade as 
* short cutT material and therefore is not in accordance with 
my specifica'tion.

However, I sliall require the services of the Clerk 
of Works to properly cess out all the materials so that a 
detailed examination be made of the various lots. Until 
this is done I am not in a position to start work again 
on the two Schemes. It would be interesting at this late 
stage to find out defimitely from the Contractors if it Is 
their intention to properly fulfil their contracts. In 
fact until this is done the Corporation does not know whether 
this firm regards these contracts as legal at all.

Having regard to the suggestion that I should cancel 
the order to the Contractors fcr ridge and hip tiles, and 
obtain these elsewhere, I would lil̂ e to have this confirmed 
by the orporation in case the Contractors should rogard the
matter as a breach of Contract."
It was seen from this report that the present meeting could 
do nothing until the materials had been inspected by the 
Surveyor and °lerk of Works in accordance with Mr. MnNally's 
report, and it was unanimously decided to authorise Mr. McNally 
to re-engage tho services of Mr. Millar, CiGrk Qf Works, for 
the purpose of examining the timber delivered on the two 
sites. It was decided that Councillors John Billington,
Dunne and Alderman Walsh together with the Mayor should meet 
the Borough Surveyor on the William St. Housing Site on the 
12th instant at 5 p.m. when tho Surveyor could point out to 
them the materials he proposed to reject and when it could be 
measured in their presence so that the members of the Committee 
would be in a position to say definitely to the Timber Co. 
that the materials delivered were "short cut."
As regards the ridge tiles, the Mayor and Town Clerk informed 
the Committee that the Timber CQ. were quite prepared to 
waive their claim to these goods and to permit the Borough 
Surveyor to (bbtain them elsewhere, as he stated he was in a 
position to do at a pricc less than that quoted by the 
Wexford Timber Co. uIt was further decided to hold a Meet ing of the omraittee on 
Thursday the 13th instant at half-past seven ofclook p,m.
The attention of the Borough Surveyor was directed to the 
condition of the outfall sewer at Maudlintown from underneath 
which the concrete bed had been washed away by the tides, and 
he was requested to look after this sewer with. a view to 
having it properly protected.

r j >
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f,In pursuance of our conversation of yesterday, and aCt̂ ftgv 
on the Mayors suggestion, "I inspected some timber deliverŝ , 
at William St. and Davitt Road Housing Sites. As fkr̂ aaf;:X^ - 
can see all this timber is what is known to the trade 
1 short cut1 material and therefore is not in accordance..wi£* 
my specification. 'T

However, I shall require the services of the Clerk > 
of Works to properly cess out all the materials so that a 
detailed examination be made of the various lots. Until 
this is done I am not in a position to start work again 
on the two Schemes. It would be interesting at this late•
stage to find out defimitely from the Contractors if it is
their intention to properly fulfil their contracts. In 
fact until this is done the Corporation docs not know whether 
this firm regards these contracts as legal at all.

Having regard to the suggestion that I should cancel 
the oird’or bo the Contractors fcr ridge and hip tiles, and 
obtain these elsewhere, I would li^e to have this confirmed 
by the orporation in case the Contractors should rogard the 
matter as a breach of Contract."
It was seen from this report that the present meeting could
do nothing until the materials had been inspected by the 
Surveyor and °lerk of Works in accordance with Mr. MnNallyfs 
report, and it was unanimously decided tp. authorise Mr. McNally 
to re-engage, the. services of Mr. H & o f *  VJOrks, for 
jaaeAgurpt̂ .̂ - examining tho timber delivered on the two

Councillors John Biliington,
;Duftne an^.Al&s:man Walsh together with the ̂ aycr-^should meet 

' . the Borough Surveyor on the ' William St. Housing Site on thejjp ‘̂ w h e n  the Surveyor.could point out to 
ho proposed to reject and when itrrQoul& be 
$a*esence so that tho members of the Committee -position to say definitely Xo tho $imfeoJ*>Co.-; VK.

_■ ". —  j  ---------1 ‘ O n  --.a fV i.  Mayor; and’ $own Clerk informed 
. wore quitp ^oparea to

to pe rmit>; the Borough 
do viix w*s in a

' - j ing or .̂ Vbmmittee on
" -o * clock p.m. * 

Was. directed to the
.t <5N ti: rom --Qnd c J?n e a th
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A Meeting of the Housing Committee was held this day at the 
Town Clerk’s Office at half-past seven o'clock p.m.
The Members present being:-
His Worship the May Dr, (in the Chair) with Alderman Walsh,

Councillors: Byrne, Moran, Atkins, Connolly, James 
Billington, Dunne, John Billington, 
and Crosbie.

The Borough Surveyor ari<3- Town Clerk were also in attendance.
With reference to Minutes of last Meeting the Borough Surveyor 
intimated that all the timber delivered by the Timber Co. as 
referred to at last Meeting was of short size and,consequently, 
rejected on the grounds of size. As regards its quality it was 
of good quality generally.
The rafters were a 16th of an inch slack and the flooring 
boards were in some cases an 8th slack.
A lengthy discussion followed this report during which reference 
was made to the lê stl position of the Corporation in regard 
to this material. They had the opinion of Counsel that in 
the absence of a contract and bond the acceptance of the 
Timber Co.’s tender could not bo construed as a contract, and 
in reply to a query the Town ^icrk pointed out that if the 
Corporation desired to purchase materials elsewhere they would 
be obliged to have a Schedule of Quantities drawn up of the 
balance required and to invite fresh tenders by public 
advertisement.
The Members of the Committee agreed with the Surveyor’s report 
regarding the sizes of the Timber delivered by the Company*
It was also suggested that the Timber C0. should be requested 
in writing to state if they were prepared to carry out this 
contract in accordance with the Borough Surveyor's specification, 
but it was considered that having regard to the lengthy dispute 
that had taken place in this connection that the Company would 
be very unlikely to put anything in writing at this stiago.
After a protracted discussion the Borough Surveyor stated:-
(1) "If the Timber Co. were prepared to cut a 4-J" by 3" or

9" by 3H or other suitable sizes giving the same units
he was prepared to accept it for size.

(2) If flooring boards were of uniform J" finish he would
also be prepared to accept them for size*

(3) Flooring joists should be 8" by lj" full.
These three statements were read over by the Town Clerk in 
the presence of the Borough Surveyor and Committed, and 
Mr. McNally agreed that they were correct and he w*as prepared 
to s tand by them.It was therefore agreed that His Worship the Mayor should be 
again asked to interview the Wexford Timber Co. and see if 
they were prepared to supply timber as set out by the Boroû ti 
Surveyor in the above three statements, and if so, to have 
as much as possible of it delivered on the sites immediately 
so that it could be inspected by the Borough Surveyor m d  
Clerk of Wrjrks and a report submitted to next Monday nights 
meeting.

13th July, 1939.
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(2)
13th July, 1939. ....

The Borough Surveyor was also directed to order the ridge 
tiles from Concrete Products Ireland immediately, and he 
stated that the would have them delivered in three days.
As regards the position of the ^lerk of Works, it was agreed 
to retain his services for the purpose of inspection until 
Monday next iriaen it would be seen if sufficient materials 
were available to enable the workmen to re-start.
Reference was made to two workmen named Bolger and ^cCormadk 
who had been the subject of a discussion at a Meeting of the 
finance and Works Committee on the 3rd instant regarding 
working overtime for other people after their hours with the 
Corporation.
Some members thought that they should not be re-engaged but 
it was pointed out that no evidence whatsoever had been 
submitted to prove that these men had actually worked after 
hours and it was suggested that thef should be re-employed, 
and if the orporation had proof that they had worked after 
hours they should be dismissed for a breach of the Regulations. 
After some discussion however, it was decided.to leave this 
matter to the Finance & Works Committee who had originally 
instructed J the Borough Surveyor not to re-employ them.
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A Meeting of the Finance & Works, Waterworks and Public Health 
Committees was held this day at the Town Clerk1 s Office at half­past seven o’clock p.m.
The Members present being:-
Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor (in the Chair)

Aldermen: Robert Coffey, and Thomas Walsh.
Councillors: Patrick Hawkins, Phillip McGuire, James Crosbie,

Thomas Byrne, Thomas Hayes, Patrick Atkins, James 
Billington, James Murphy, Thomas Dunne, Timothy 
Cashman, Nicholas Connolly, Robert Moran, and James Gaul.

GANGER.
A Complaint was made by Councillor Connolly that ganger Rossiter, 
who was in charge of the Green Street Housing Development Works had 
been seen in Rowe Street on several occasions recently, and the 
Borough Surveyor explained that he could possibly be there for the 
purpose of checking up of tools, etc., of which he had complete 
charge for Grant Works.
The Surveyor asked Councillor Connolly to give him specific days on 
which he alleged Rossiter was absent from Green Street when he would 
investigate. The Members however thought no matter what the reason, 
Rossiter should not be absent from Green Street unless it was absolutely 
essential, and the Borough Surveyor was instructed to inform Rossiter 
accordingly.

WATER SUPPLY.
It was agreed that the water supply should not be turned off on 
Saturday nights until 10 p.m.

AUTHORIZED PLUMBERS.
With reference to Minutes of last Meeting, when the application of 
George Gordon of Parnell Street to be registered as an "Authorised 
Waterworks Plumber" was adjourned to enable the Town Clerk to ascertain 
from the Plumbers Society if they recognised this young man as having 
served his apprenticeship.
The Plumbers Society under date of the 15th instant intimated that 
George Gordon had served his full apprenticeship, and was a member of 
the Union. It was decided on the motion of Alderman Coffey, seconded 
by Councillor Byrne, to register this young man.
An application from James Browne, Distillery Road, to be registered 
was also agreed to, on the motion of Alderman Walsh, seconded by 
Councillor Connolly.With reference to the application of James Jones of John Street, to be 
registered as an "Authorised Waterworks Plumber" which had been under 
consideration on several occasions recently, Jones appeared before the 
Meeting in accordance with the decision arrived at on the 3rd instant 
and -ave particulars of his employment. He commenced to serve his 
apprenticeship in 1917 at the age of 16-| years when he received 4/- per 
week. He was out through illness for two or three years about 1920 
and he left the firm of John Browne in 1930 when he had a wage of 30/- 
per week." He stated that he hdd worked entirely with Francis Browne 
and denied that he had ever worked with carpenters or masons.

17th July, 1939.
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He also Intimated that he had worked with Messrs. Doyle & Sons,
Plumbers in 1935 at the Technical School.
In connection with this application Councillor Hayes stated he had been 
Informed by the Secretary of the Plumbers Union "that if the Waterworks 
Committee passed a job Jones had recently carried out, the Plumbers 
Society would be prepared to admit him to membership.”
Thw whole difficulty in this case v/as to decide w hether or not Jones 
had^actually served his apprenticeship to the plumbing trade. Jones 
claimed he had, while on the other hand, the Plumbers Society held he 
did not serve his apprenticeship and refused him admission to the Society.
It was pointed out that whether or not he was a member of the Plumbers 
Society should not arise, and if the Corporation were satisfied that he 
had served his apprenticeship and was a duly qualified plumber they were 
bound to register him.
After a lengthy discussion it was decided to ask the Plumbers Society 
in writing if the statement which Councillor Hayes had made was correct, 
and as well, the Town Clerk was instructed to inquire from Messrs. Doyle 
& Sons, Plumbers, if the statement made by Jones to the effect that he 
had been employed by them in 1935 to do plumbing work at the Technical 
School was correct.

KING ST. SEWERAGE.
The Borough Surveyor submitted the following report on the King Street 
sewerage:-

"In order to amplify my report on the matter raised by 
Mr. Thos. O’Brien in his letter of the 22nd May, 1939, it is well to 
consider the position as regards the present state of the sewerage in 
King Street Upper and the adjoining streets.

The present sewer in King Street Upper is in part a 
12" pipe laid to a fall of 1 in 150 approx. and in part 9" pipe laid to 
a similar fall. The 12" pipe line is of recent construction and under 
ordinary circumstances would be capable of dealing with a considerable 
quantity of sewerage. It must be borne in mind however that this 
sewer is subject to back flooding from time to time due to high tides. 
The upper portion of this sewer from King Street Avenue to the junction 
of Joseph Street and King Street Upper is a 9" sewer of unjointed pipes 
and laid to a fall of approx. 1 in 150. This sewer is intended to 
carry the sewage and storm water from a very considerable area viz:- 
Summerhill Road, Talbot Street, Wolfe Tone Villas, Whiterock View,
Green Street, Thomas Street, Joseph Street, and also Distillery Road.
It is therefore obvious, without going into any calculations, that the 
9" sewer is not sufficient to take the sewage, hence my reason for 
diverting the oroposed sewer from the Green Street Housing Site into the 
stream at Mill Road crossing.

Havin'- regard therefore to the question of culverting 
the Horse River, as previously stated, this is a matter which must 
receive long and careful consideration, and I am not prepared to make 
any recommendation as regards such culverting. I will only add that 
this Question of the culverting of the Horse River if found necessary 
will ’nvolve a detailedsurvey of the whole districtwhich the Stream 
drains together with a Plan showing the future development of all or 
portion of this District.

17th July, 1939.
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However, in order to avoid any further complaints 
regarding the Horse River I recommend the following improvements to the Sewerage of this DLstrict

 ̂ A new 9" pipe sewer be laid from junction of Thomas
Street and Joseph Street to connect with the newly laid 9” 
sewer in Bride Street; the existing built sewer in Joseph 
Street to be used as a storm water overflow.

 ̂ The existing 9M sewer from junction of Joseph Street 
and King Street Upper to King Street Avenue be replaced by a 
12" pipe sewer and that the newly laid 12" connection to Horse 
River at the Mill Road crossing shall act as a storm water overflow.
My Estimate of the cost of these improvements is as follows:-
100 yards lineal 9" sewer at Bride Place.-------- £100.
80 11 lineal 12" sewer at King St. Upper.-----£100.

Making the total cost of improvements.----------- £200.»»

17th July, 1939.

It was seen that even if the Borough Surveyor’s recommendations In this 
report we re carried out it v/ould not deal with the long standing problem 
of the river, and after some time it v/as decided that the matter should 
be referred to the Special Works Committee which it v/as proposed to 
consider appointing at the present Meeting.

TALBOT HOTEL SEWERAGE.
A further report from Mr. McNally on the question of the sewer at the 
Talbot Hotel v/as also submitted. Thisreport was as follows:-

"After considerable investigation in connection v/ith the above,
I am now in a position to give a report on the matter.

The sewer in question is a built sewer starting in a yard at 
slaughter house lane the property of Messrs. J. J. Stafford & Sons and 
finishing under the Railway at the rear of the Steampacket yard and Gas 
Works* This sev/er passes under the Talbot Hotel but is now obsolete 
as I could not trace any connection to same until it reaches the roadv/ay 
in front of the Talbdt Hotel doorway where the sewer from the Hotel yard 
joins it. In my opinion, the portion of the sewer above this point may 
be scrapped as it serves no purpose, and in any case was never intended 
for other than surface drainage.

I find that where this sewer enters the Gas Company’s property 
the sewer has been interfered with and the stoppage occurs there. In 
order to remedy this it will be necessary to dismantle plant erected 
over this noint and relay the built sev/er from there to the Talbot Hotel 
door. In my opinion the trouble v/as caused by converting the outfall 
part of the sev/er into a pipe sev/er which seems to have been carried out 
on the Gas Company’s instructions some years ago.

In order to put the whole matter right it will be necessary to 
nut in 40 yards of 9" sev/er together v/ith 3 manholes at a cost of £60.
As the sewer originally was never intended for other than surface water 
and served only the Talbot Hotel premises it would be only right that the 
Talbot Hotel Co. should bear at least 50$ of the cost, and incidentally 
the Gas Co., should contribute some of the cost as they were responsible 
for most of the trouble.'
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In this connection it was agreed that both the Talbot Hotel and the 
Gas Go. should be asked to contribute one-third of the cost of relaying this sev/er.

CUTTING TREES.
The Borough Surveyor reported that Francis Randall of KilluTin who had 
recently completed a contract for the removal of trees in the Tov/n /  
graveyards v/as entitled to a sum of £10 for extra work, and it was v 
unanimously agreed that Mr. Randall should be paid the sum recommended 
by the Borough Surveyor.

PETROLEUM LICENCE.
A Licence under the Petroleum Act, 1871 v/as signed in respect of the 
premises of Messrs. Bell Sc Murphy, Custom House Quay.

VACCINATION.
Under date of the 11th instant by letter No. MC. 17808/39, the Minister 
for Local Government and Public Health forwarded an extract from the 
Return Form "L,r showing the numbfer of vaccination defaulters in the 
Borough, and requested that the necessary action be taken thereon by 
the Council.
It was agreed to take no action on this matter.

BILLS OF QUANTITIES.
No action v/as taken on a letter from the Federation of Builders Sc 
Contractors, and Allied Employers of Ireland requesting that Bills of 
Quantities should be provided in connection with Housing Schemes 
exceeding £2,000 in value.

CONDEMNED HOUSES.
A letter was read from Catherine Mythen, of Cornmarket, regarding the 
able end of her house following the part demolition oftwo adjoining 
houses under a Demolition Order.It was pointed out that this v/as entirely a matter between Mrs. Mythen
and the owner of the condemned houses, and one in which the Corporation 
should not interfere, but it was decided to write to the owner pointing 
out that he had not yet complied with the terms ̂ of the Order by
demolishing the houses, and clearing and levelling the site.

REPAIRS TO HOUSES.
The Borough Surveyor was given power to take wnatev^r steps v/ere 
necessary to repair the houses at O'Connell Avenue occupied by 
McGuire and Gethings.

FREE MILK.
It was agreed to pay the usual bonus of 5% for the administration of 
the National Free*Milk Supply Scheme to the Sown Clerk, Miss K. Lacey,
and Miss F. M. Daly.
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17th July, 1939
MILK & DAIRIES ACT.

In connection v/ith the applications of Mary Kirwan, Mary Street, and 
riartin r'̂ ood, Seaview, Murrintown, the Acting Co. Medical Officer of 
Health recommended that Refusal Orders be made in both cases, and it 
was unanimously agreed to recommend the Corporation to make such Orders at their next Meeting.

A question was raised regarding the installation of electric lighting 
equipment at the Davitt Road and William Street houses, and the Borough 
Surveyor agreed to allow the Contractor, Mr. James Hayes, to commence 
work on the morning of the 18th instant.

At this stage the Mayor gave a resume of w hat had taken place at the 
last two meetings of the Housing Committee in connection v/ith the dispute 
between the Borough Surveyor and the Wexford Timber Co. regarding 
materials for the Davitt Road and William Street houses. Particulars 
of tills will be found on the Minutes of the Housing Committee on the 
11th and 13th instant. Following the Meeting of the 13th, the Mayor 
stated he had interviewed the Wexford Timber Co., and they were prepared 
to carry out the requirements of the Borough Surveyor regarding the 
sizes as detailed at that Meeting, and some of the rafters which had 
been cut in accordance v/ith Mr. McNally’s requirements had been sent up 
and approved of. Further supplies of timber were being delivered daily 
and were being inspected, so it was agreed, in view of this, that as 
soon as ample supplies of suitable materials were available that the 
Borough Surveyor be authorised to re-commence the building work.

With reference to the tv/o tradesmen named McCormack and Bolger who had 
been reported for working overtime in contravention of a Corporation 
Regulation, a lengthy discussion took place on the question of allowing 
them to be reinstatedwi th t he other men. It was pointed out that no 
evidence whatever had been produced to prove that these men had worked 
after hours, and it v/as very likely that if they were dismissed without 
evidence that they would take an action against the Corporation for 
v/rongful dismissal. A lengthy discussion took place on this matter 
at t he end of which Councillor Atkins proposed that they be taken back 
and an investigation held afterwards, and any statement made be put in 
writing. Councillor McGuire seconded this. Alderman Coffey however 
proposed that an investigation be held first before the men were reinstated, 
and Councillor Eilllngton seconded. On a show of hands 10 members voted 
for Alderman Coffey's proposal and it was declared carried.
As regards the investigation, the Town Clerk was asked to inquire from 
the Assistant County Surveyor what men were working on this house, as it 
was thought it was one in respect of a loan which was being made by the 
County Council under the Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts.
As regards the Notice of Councillor Byrne toset up a Special Works 
Committee this was adjourned to enable the Tov/n Clerk to furnish the 
Members with his views on the question of the amalgamation of Committees.

ELECTRIC INSTALLATIONS

HOUSING CONTRACTS.

OVERTIME.
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A Special Meeting of the Works Committee was held this day at 
the Town Clerk's Office at half-past eight o1clock p.m.

1 9

The Members present being:-
Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor (in the Chair)

*• • • * %

Aldermen: Walsh, McMahon, and Tobin.
Councillors: Caul, Atkins, Hawkins, Stephen McMahon, Crosbie,

Cash^an, Moran, Dunne, Hayes, and Byrne.
The Borough Surveyor and Town Clerk were also in attendance.
The Meeting had been convened to consider the situation created 
by a strike of men engaged on Relief Grant Works.
-‘-he position in this case was that, for the Spring and Summer 
programme of work under the Employment Schemes Vote it was intended 
to concrete the surface of Upper Rowe Street, portion of the Main 
Street between the Bull Ring add Charlotte Street, and Upper and 
Lower Georges Street.
On the 3rd instant work was commenced at Rowe Street with a panel 
of 2 ", men working in gangs of 15 per day for three days each week. 
Rowe Street was now practically completed and the second part of 
the work, namely, the Main Street, was scheduled to commence on 
Monday last, the 24th instant. ;
A gang of 1l men from the panel operating in Rowe Street was sent 
to Main Street on Monday morning to commence excavating the old 
concrete surface gut about 1l a.m. 10 men ceased work and demanded 
from the Borough urveyor that they be given 5 days per week on this 
part of the works. The Borough Surveyor informed the men that this 
demand could n<bt be granted, as the Regulations governing the State 
Grant towards the cost of thesevrorks set out the period of employ­
ment in the Wexford Area as three days per week. The men then 
proceeded to Rowe Street and induced two of the remaining four men 
of the daily gang to cease work, and the group due to commence this 
morning did not turn up.
This matter was debated at length and a suggestion was made that 
the work at Main Street should be temporarily suspended and a start 
made at Georges Street until representations could be made to the 
Department with a view to allowing five days per week, until tho 
excavation of the Main Street was completed, and it was stated that 
the men were willing to complete their time as this Street.
This suggestion, however, did not meet with favour and a proposal 
was made by Councillor Byrne, and seconded by Councillor Crosbie, 
in the following terms:-

"That in order to have the work on the Main 
Istreet done as expeditiously as possible and In order 
to have as little inconvenience as possible on the 
street, the Borough Surveyor be instructed to engage 
two different shifts of men to be employed between the 
hours of 6 a.m.and 10. 30. p.m. for five days per week 
until the excavation is finished."

It was intimated that the men concerned were outside and wished to 
be heard so it was agreed to ask them to nominate two of their 
members to come before the Meeting and state their grievance.
This was done and two members came before the Meeting and contended 
that for their three weeks period at Rowe Street they had done all 
the work, heavy and light, and that for their last week of three 
days they were being asked to do all the heavy work at Main Street, 
that is to say, excavate the old concrete surface, while the new 
panel due to replace them on the 31st instant would have lighter 
work to do. As compensation for this they demanded that they be 
given 5 days employment for their last week.

2 5th  J u l y ,  1939.
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It was pointed out to, the Meeting that the proposal pia.de t© employ 
the men for five days per week was in d i r e c t  conflict with the 
terms of Paragraph 1l of the Departments Memorandum SGA/206/E (U) 
of the 17th April, 1939, which set out the perio'd of employment 1 
as three days, and that as the Meeting was oniy a Committee (even 
though composed of all the Memb.ers) it had no authority to make 
such an order without, convening a Meeting of the Corporation. * 
proper. In addition, the Borough urveyor stated, that ‘in’ his 
opinion, the operation of two shifts was not practicable. *’* 
Nevertheless, the Resolution as proposed by Councillor By me,., and 
seconded by Councillor Crosbie, wa$ put th the Meeting and' unanimously agreed t'cT.' vlv r. >:•-.* HiV-iX***; on the-V;- - ' ■ ’T!■ X: , -tc .haf/« IhO in ppnach.
With reference to previous discussion dnthe .working of overtime 
by William Bolger, O'Connell v̂eniie, and Bernard McCormack, St, 
John’s Avenue, the Town Clerk submitted the following statement, 
which had been made to him On this day by Wm. Bolger:-

1 ' ' ( h  ■ ■ r-" I • r i"1 \ r*i ‘I f i  n L

"I admit having been employed by John-Fielding of* 
Mountain View to carry out the masonuy work on a house 
there for him, but before the job commenced, my brother 
Francis Bolger was discĵ arged from Davitt Road and I handed 
the job over to him. 1he only work I do’ne ori the House
was to erect two chimneys in order to hurry up the
finishing of the house.

e ‘ a / ; • . *  v ' - i . ’ '• •'.! •v ( i  * * i h ) " y  , I

I never thought̂  ̂ hat the Corporation Rule relating 
*to the working of overtime was still in fcnrcev .&n$’/ny! £®ir.t 
of the work was completed a week prior to the Town Clerk’s
letter calling attention to this Rule.

It pointed .out to the M.cdtimT that tho proposal node to ornrlcy
the -on* vr f ;* I regret; having broken; tte* Co-rp.eijfttj.ipni: was
t .... influenced 'by; rthe face it hat there’ was. no masen t d & f i ) 

time I*, erected the chimneys and as well'’Fielding has-been a 
• v personal ffriend of. mine £.or ai;number o^yea^rarr.i ttoo ( even 

t^ourh ermpOn^d of ail the ttcxfoors) •f t had no authority to m a k er.’’orri 7 ‘ -In addition, th^ Rule.s jof. the M*asonS'>Bociet!ŷ provide 
.that-a member may- wo rk overtime w hile therei is ;no o’thor*

• • -member idle, j : ci .
: i f uricillc m  ,., .nrl Co Jn<ehould (be glad, if the .Corporation wowldveome to a

"‘H-wC flnEl decision"pn the matter of my employment as sdon as * 
possible, as if I am not bo be reinstated, I must look for 
- work .elsewhere. rt Ier\

- ■ - f ■ . i ‘ .
The Members considered, that this .was a very frank, and open . .
confession, and unanimously -agreed on the jne.tiQni;o£rCouncillor 
Byrne, seconded by Councillor Crosbie, to reinstate Bolger.

t*; - idml h ,%' n r;' b o '  *i '?mv l o v o d  \ y  J o h n  • I  e l d i n g  o f -  A complaint was m a d e  by Alderman Tobin regarding a s hpre. at. Well 
^ane. The ?own Clerk; intimated,.-that he had s^rypd Notice on the 
Agent for the Owner requeuing to hajve thei-drain opened : and. ô .easied 
w i t h i n  2 4 hours-, and-it-wta s  a g r e e d  (that if the vf.ork,waa:-ns\t;done 
immediately t h a t  the. Town Clerk should institute,- proceedings.

f I n i h ! n( o f t h e h on e.The Meeting then terminated.
t nov' r thcu^hit^at -the Co: (relating
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A Special Meeting of the Corporation was held this day 
(pursuant to the Mayorfs requisition) at the Town Clerk’s 
Office, at half-past seven o’clock p.m.
The Members present being:-
Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor (in the Chair)
Aldermen: Robert Coffey, and Thomas Walsh.
Councillors: James Biliington, ^ames Gaul, Patrick ^awkins, 

Patrick Atkins, James Crosbie, Robert Moran,
Nicholas Connolly, Thomas Dunne, James Murphy,
Thomas Hayes, Timothy Cashman, and Stephen McMahon.

The Meeting had been convened owing to the August Finance 
Meeting falling on a Bank Holiday to pass Accounts due to 
date and liabilities amounting in the aggregate to £ 
were submitted.
Arising out of this Alderman Coffey queried the cost of the 
Free Milk Supply Scheme, and the Mayor informed him that the 
money for this was supplied by the State.
The Aldetman also referred to an amount for hardware, and 
complained that goods of as good a quality could be obtained 
locally, but was informed that the Corporation were compelled 
to purchase through the Combined Purchasing Department.
In reply to a query regarding a payment for renewal of Insurance 
Premiums, the Alderman was informed that the Insurance was placed 
with the Irish Public Bodies Mutual, which was formed by a number 
of Public Bodies in the State.
Councillor Biliington questioned the item for the payment of 
overdraft interest and asked if this was due to some of the 
Ratepayers not paying, and was inf ormed that at this period 
of the year the Rates would not be collected during the first 
quarter but if the arrears carried forward on the 31st March 
had been collected the overdraft necessary at this period 
would be considerably less.The Accounts as presented were approved and an Advice Note 
signed to enable them to be discharged.

31st July, 1939.

- T V
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A Meeting of the Finance & Works, Etc., Committees was held at the 
close of the above Meeting, the members present being the same as at the Special Meeting.

A. R. P.
The Town Clerk Intimated that under date of the 2 1st instant he had 
received a communication from the Department of Local Government and 
Public Health inquiring whether arrangements could be made for three 
officers to attend a further course of instruction in Air Raid 
Precautions and he had replied to the effect that fche only Officers 
who would be likely to satisfy the conditions laid down were the 
borough Surveyor and himself, neither cf whom could be very well 
spared at the present time.
Under date of the 28th ultimo the Department suggested that the 
question of nominating Mr. P. K. McNally, Borough Surveyor, to attend 
a course might be considered, and in theevent of him being selected 
the Corporation might deem it desirable to appoint a duly qualified 
substitute to carry out the necessary duties during the period of the 
course.
It was however intimated to the Meeting that the Borough Surveyor had 
an application in for his annual holidays as from the 6 th prox. and he 
would not be able to attend the'course. In any case, Mr. McNally did 
not seem disposed to doing so.
After some discussion It was agreed that Mr. T. Crosbie, Driver and 
Mechanic of the Fire Brigade Service, should be nominated, and it was 
further agreed that in the event of the Department agreeing to Mr. Crosbie 
attending that he be paid the usual expenses of £1 per day.

Borough Surveyor’s Holidays.
The Borough Surveyor’s application for three weeks of his annual 
holidays was next submitted and it was unanimously agreed to grant them, 
Mr. T. J. Millar, Cierk of Works on the Housing Schemes, being nominated 
to act as Borough Surveyor during Mr. McNally’s absence, and be paid the 
seme rate of remuneration as Mr. McNally enjoyed.

PLUMBERS.
With reference to Minutes of last Meeting when the question of the 
enrollment of James Jones as an Authorised Waterworks Plumber was under 
consideration, Messrs. Doyle and Sons, Plumbers, intimated that Jones 
was employed by them as a helper on several jobs. The Plumbers 
Society stated that as Jones had not served his apprenticeship to the 
Trade and was not eligible for membership, the Union would not have 
any more correspondence with the Corporation on the matter. As regards 
the letter from Messrs. Doyle & Sons, it was seen that they only 
recognised Jones as a helper which could mean anything, and referring 
to the letter from the Plumbers Society it was thought that having
regard to the fact that the Corporation were doing everything possible
to protect the interests of the Plumbers Society they considered the 
tone of their letter most impertinent, and the Town Clerk was directed 
to again ask them for a reply to the query contained in his letter 
of the 18th instant.

PLAN OF HOUSES.
Mr. T. O’Leary, John Street, submitted a plan of two houses he proposed 
to*erect on a site at Monument Place, and it was agreed to recommend 
the Corporation to grant the necessary permission . Reference was made 
however in this connection to the demolition of houses which formerly 
stood on this site, and Mr. O’Leary was to be asked when he proposed to
repair the gable end of the Corporation house adjoining, which was
affected by the demolition of the property referred to.

31st July, 1939.
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With, reference to previous discussions on the subject of* arrears or 
instalments due by Mr. Ed. Howlin, St. John's Hoad, on foot of Loan 
of £790 made to him under the Small Dwellings Acquisition Acts, a 
letter was submitted from Mr. Howlin asking to be allowed to repay
the sum due by instalments at the rate of 25/- per week.
In reply to a query, the -̂own Clerk stated that the annual annuity 
of £790 was £49. 1l. 2 and this left Mr. Howlin £15. 8 . 10 to clear 
off the arrears. It was pointed out that this would take Mr. Howlin 
four or five years to clear off* but the Members thought that if he came 
to this arrangement and paid 25/- per week it would be better than 
Incurr ng the expense of seeking possession on foot of the Mortgage, so 
It was decided, to inform Mr. Howlin that his offer was accepted, but, 
that on the first occasion that he defaulted in the weekly payments 
the Town Clerk was to report to the Corporation.

INSURANCES.
The Town Clerk intimated that he had found it necessary to separate 
the Corporation Employers Liability Insurance under two heads, namely, 
Normal Workers and Relief Worker's. At the present time he stated 
insurance of separate policies are being taken out for Relief Workers, 
but, as this premium would be charged to the Grants It would not materially 
affect the Corporation. He further Intimated that following conversations 
with the Borough Surveyor regarding the danger of excavating and re­
surfacing the narrow streets of Wexford he had thought It advisable to 
provide temporary cover against public liability, and that Irish Public 
Bodies Mutual nov; asked if the Corporation proposed to go ahead with 
this policy.
In reply to a query the Town Clerk stated that the annual premium would 
be based on the amount of wages paid by the Corporation within a year, 
and the Members did not consider this a fair basis of computation, and 
the Town Clerk was asked to secure some further quotations for this 
business.

HOLIDAYS.
The Town Clerk intimated that the Caretaker of the Cemetery had asked 
him about his holidays under the conditions of Employment Act and the 
Holidays Act of 193y. xhe Caretaker, the Town Cl eric stated, was on 
duty for the seven days of the week and was not receiving Bank Holidays 
or Church Holidays, and in the circumstances, he thought that he would 
be entitled to two weeks leave. The trouble, however, was to make 
arrangements to carry out the work in the cemetery during his absence, 
and it was decided that Mrs. Sutton, the caretakers wife, should look 
after the clerical end and that John McDonald, Gravedigger, should look 
after the work in the cemetery proper, and for this it was agreed that 
McDonald should be paid an extra £1. 5. 0 per week, and Mrs. Sutton £1.

LAND SUMMERHILL.
With reference to the proposal to exchange land at S^roerhill Road with 
the Gaelic Athletifc Association, Messrs. Kirwan & Kirwan, Solicitors, 
on behalf of the President of St. Peter's College, stated that he was 
willinr to ^ive the proposed plots to the Corporation on payment of the 
sum of° £ 1 0  compensation provided that the Corporation re-built any 
portion of the existing boundary wall taken down and that they built a 
boundary wall in lieu of the existing boundary fences between his 
property and »*exford Park.

31st July, 1939.
S. D. A. ACTS.
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Mr. R. Harvey was prepared to sell the 6^ acres of land owned by him, 
subject to an annuity of £4. 13. 10 for the sum of £l0u per acre which 
was £650, anfl it was agreed to offer Mr. Harvey at the rate of £90 per 
acre. If he v/as agreeable to accept this sum the Corporation should 
be recommended to accept both offers subject to the approval of the 
Minister for Local Government and Public Health.

LICENCE - PETROLEUM ACT.
A Licence under the Petroleum Act, 1871 was signed in respect of the 
premises at Custom House Quay occupied by Bell & Murphy.

REPORT - M.U.H.
The Medical Officer of Health, Dr. Sinnott, reported that the house 
in Trinity Street occupied, by John O’Connor had been inspected by him 
and he found a waterlogged ashpit and a dry closet. He recommended 
that a proper waterproofed ashpit be provided and that a water closet 
be installed to replace the dry closet. It was agreed to serve notice 
on the owner requiring this work to be carried out within seven days. 
The Medical Officer was also to be asked for a report on the house at 
Carrigeen Street occupied by a man named Pender.

SLOT MACHINE.
The Town Clerk reported that the automatic slot machine at South Main 
Street at the premises of Mr. Ml Broaders had not yet been removed 
although it v/as an obstruction to traffic, and the Town Clerk was 
directed to inform Mr. Broaders that unless the machine was removed 
forthwith proceedings would be taken against him for obstruction.

DUKES LANE & HOUSING.
Councillor Cashman raised the question regarding the condition of 
Dukes Lane and as to whether or not the houses therein were fit for 
human habitation. The members agreed that they were not, and as a 
first step the Town Clerk was asked to have a census taken of the 
number of families residing therein.
This matter again gave rise to a discussion as to whether alternative 
accommodation could be provided for residents in Duke Street and the 
Borough Surveyor was asked to make a report on Harvey's field at 
Thomas Street to see if it would be suitable for the erection of 
Working Class Dwellings.It was pointed out to the Meeting that in the absence of a proper 
housing^ survey of the Town it was very difficult to state the number 
of houses required for the re-houslng of the population, and it was 
also seen that very little progress could be made in this matter until 
a Co. Medical Officer of Health had been appointed.
A discussion also took place regarding a Town Plan. It was pointed
out to the Meeting that some years ago a resolution was passed deciding 
to make a Planning Scheme for the Borough, but that no steps whatever 
had been taken to give practical effect to this resolution, so it was 
agreed to recommend the‘Corporation at next meeting to advertise for 
a°rianning Expert to make a report.

OLD FEVER HOSPITAL.
A complaint made by Councillor Hayes regarding the condition of the old 
Fever Hospital at Grogans Road was referred to the Borough Surveyor for
a report.

31st July, 1939.
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STRIKE ON RELIEF WORKERS.
A discussion took place regarding the strike on Relief Works which 
»vas the subject of a Special Meeting on Tuesday last, and in reply 
to a query the Town Clerk stated that he had phonec? the Local 
Government Department on Wednesday morning and was informed that 
nothing could be done with regard to the proposal of the Works 
Committee to give five days per week on the Main Street. He was 
also asked to forward a full repcr t on the whole position. He had 
forwarded such a report on Wednesday last, but, beyond a formal 
acknowledgement had received no reply or instructions.
After a lengthy discussion It was agreed that nothing could be done 
to give the men five days per week and that the Corporation were bound 
by the Regulations which laid down three days.
A question was then raised as to whether cr not the stri-kers would be 
debarred from r eceiving Unemployment Assistance for any period consequent 
to the strike, and the Town Cle rk stated that In his opinion the mens 
benefit would accrue immediately the strike was terminated. It was 
thought that every effort should be made to induce the men to declare 
the strike off as no useful purpose could be served by allowing it to 
go on indefinitely. As to the ways aid means of doing this it was 
suggested that the Mayor should' see the men, but he pointed out that 
he would be away until the end of the week, and the Town Clerk agreed 
to interview them on Wednesday morning with the object of Inducing 
them to declare the strike off. In the meantime, he intimated that 
he would see the Officers of the Labour Exchange and ascertain what 
benefit the men would be entitled to.
As regards the Winter Relief Grants the Borough Surveyor was asked to 
submit a number of alternative proposals to the Corporation.Meeting 
which it was agreed should be held on the 
The Meeting then terminated.

1st August, 1939.
Following the discussion regarding the strike on Relief Works which took 
place on last night, the Mayor, with Councillors Hawkins end Hayes 
attended at the Town Clerk’s Office at 10 a.m. in order to interview 
the men on strike. The Town Clerk stated that on last night he had 
interviewed a senior Official of the Labour Exchange and had a lengthy 
conversation with him on the subject of the mens benefit. He had a 
further conversation this morning when the Officer informed him that 
according to his interpretation of the Regulations the mens benefit 
would accure immediately the strike was terminated.
The three members and the Town Clerk then interviewed representatives 
of the men who were on strike and after lengthy arguments during which 
it was pointed out to them that more than three days per week would not 
be sanctioned and that only three days was being given in most other 
places. The representatives of the men agreed to recommend the men 
on strike to declare it off.

31st July, 1939,

The Meeting then terminated.
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14th fiugust, 1939.

A Special Meeting of the Corporation was held this day 
(pursuant to the Mayor's requisition) at the Town Clerk’s 
Office at half-past seven o’clock p.m.
The Members present being:-
Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor (in the Chair)
Aldermen: Robert Coffey, and Thomas Walsh.
Councillors: Thomas Dunne, Patrick Atkins, James Biliington, 

Patrick Hawkins, Thomas Hayes, James Crosbie,
Robert Moran, Nicholas Connolly, and Stephen 
McMahon.

MINUTESL
The following Minutes were submitted for ratification and 
signature:- Minutes of Corporation-on 3rd and 31st ultimo;
Finance & Works, Etc., Committees on 3rd, 17th, 25th and 31st 
ultimo; Housing Committee on 11th and 13th ultimo; and Special 
Conmittee on 1st instant.
On the motion of Alderman Coffey, seconded by Councillor James 
Biliington, the Minutes as submitted were approved and signed 
by the Mayor.

SYMPATHY.
With reference to Minutes of the 5th June last v/hen a Resolution 
of Sympathy was adopted with the relatives of those who lost 
their lives in the "Thetis" disaster, the Town Clerk intimated 
that he had transmitted this Resolution through the Department 
of External Affairs, and under date of the 14th instant by 
letter No. 239/42, the Secretary to the Department intimated 
that the terms of the resolution were commun'lcatod to the First 
Lord of the Admiralty through the High Commissioner,and the High 
Commissioner had now been asked by the First Lord to convey to 
the Corporation of Wexford his sincere thanks for their message.
The Mayor moved that the sympathy of the Corporation be extended 
to Councillor Sinnott on the death of Mrs. Luccan, the Faythe, 
an old and respected citizen of the Town. Councillor I>unne 
seconded the motion, which was supported by all the members 
present and adopted in respectful Silence.
Councillor Dunne moved that the sympathy of the Corporation be 
extended to Mr. John Cardiff, one of the Press Reporters, who 
attended tho Corporation Meetings, on the death of his child, 
and the Mayor soconded this motion which was also adopted in 
respectful silence, and for which Mr. Cardiff, who was present, 
returned thanks.

PLOT AT ST. JOHN1S ROAD.
The Finance Committee recommended that a plot of waste ground 
at St. John’s Road be rented to Mr. James Quirke, at a re?nt of 
l/- per year the tenancy to be terminated by one months nO’bico 
In writing on either side. The plot in question v/as a small 
triangular one adjoining Mr. Quirke’s residence and at the present 
time was of no use to the Corporation and was boing used as a 
dump for refuse. So on the motion of Councillor Hawkins, 
seconded by Alderman Walsh, the Committee recommendation was 
unanimously adopted.©: Wexford Borough Council



301

The Finance Committee also recommended that Refusal Orders 
under the Milk and Dairies Act, 1935, be made in respect of* the 
applications for registration of Mary Kirwan, 3 Mary Street, 
Wexford, and Martin Flood, Seaview, Murrintuasn.
Councillor Crosbie moved the adoption of the recommendation and 
Alderman Walsh seconded the motion, which was unanimously adopted, 
and the Orders sealed on the part of the Corporation*

TOWN PLANNING.
The finance Committee also recommended that an advertisement 
be issued inviting applications for persons competent to advice 
the Corporation on Town Planning. It was pointed out that the 
Corporation had adopted the Town Planning Act some years ago 
and it was mandatoiy on them to prepare a ^own Plan. To do 
this it would be necessary to employ an expert, and on the 
motion of Councillor James Biliington, seconded by Alderman 
Walsh, the recommendation was adopted without dissent.

PURCHASE OF LANDS.
A further Committee recommendation was submitted to the effect 
that lands at Summerhill and Whitemill be purchased from the 
Very Rev. James Doran and Mr. Robert Harvey.
It was recalled that in March last the Corporation had agreed, 
subject jzftp'the approval of the Minister for Local Government
and Public Health, to give the Gaelic Athletic Association 
a strip of ground situated at the west sideof the Association1a 
Sports field, and which was boing used by the Corporation as 
a ĵumping ground in exchange for a atrip of ground at tho eait
side of the field, which would enable the Council to construct 
a roadway from Summerhill to Whitemill, where 156 houses had 
been constructed during the past few years.
The construction of this road would entail the acquisition from 

Yory P<zr7 : Jriaoc Doran., President* St« Peter’s College, of 
10 square perches in order to ease comers, and Father Doran 
w&s willing to give the required amount to the Corporation on 
payment of"the sum of £ 1 0 as compensation, provided that the 
Corporation re-buil£Tany portion of the existing boundary wall 
taken down at the corners in line with the portion left standing 
so as to complete^he turn round the corners, and that they 
build a boundary^in lieu cf the existing boundary fence between 
his property and Wexford Park.
Mr. Harvey owned fehree fields containing, in the aggregate,
6-446 acres, which were subject to a Land Commission Annuity 
of £4 . 13. 10 and he had irtimated his willingness to dispose 
of this land for the sum of £650.
The Finance Committee had considered both these offers and 
thought that the Corporation should be recommended to accept 
Father Doran’s, and as regards Mr. Harvey, the Committee had 
asked the"Town"Clerk to offer him at the rate of £90 per acre.
The Town Clerk now intimated that he had written to Mr. Harvey 
making this offer, but Mr. Har/ey had interviewed him this day 
when he intimated that he was not disposed to sell this land for 
less than £650.If the land in question were acquired (although some of it was 
outside the Borough Boundary) a numberof houses could be 
constructed thereon at a later date, in addition to making tho 
new road from Summerhill to Whitemill, and as the difference in 
price between Mr. Harvey's offer and the offer of the Finance 
Committee was not considerably it was now thought advisable to 
agree to Mr. Harvey’s price rather than go to the trouble and 
expense of seeking compulsory powers to acquire it, so on tho

( 2 ) 14th August, 1939*
REFUSAL ORDERS - MILK AND DAIRIES ACT.
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motion of Councillor Moran, seconded by Councillor Dunne, it 
was unanimously agreed to accept both the offers of Father 
Doran and Mr. ^arvey, subject to the approval of the Minister 
for Local Government and Public Health*

ERECTION OF HOUSES.
The Finance & Works Committee recommended that permission be 
granted under the Town and Regional Planning Act to Mr. T. 
O’Leary, John Street, for the erection of two houses at Wygram 
Place In accordance with a Plan submitted, which had already 
been approved by the Borough Surveyor and the Committee. 
Alderman Coffey moved the adoption of this recommendation which 
was seconded by Councillor Crosbio and unanimously agreed to.

RELIEF GRANT PROPOSALS.
The next business was to consider proposals for Winter Relief* 
Grants, and a number of alternatives were submitted.
After some discussion it was agreed on the motion of Councillor 
Crosbie, seconded by Alderman Walsh, to select the following 
proposals out of the six submitted:-
(1) Resurfacing Michael St. and Mill Road in concrete

(3) 14th August, 1959.

together with widening the Mill Road.--------- - £1860*
Surfacing in concrete'Francis Street and ......
Waterloo Road.------------------------------- £2055.
Surfacing in concrete Bull Ring and Main
Street to Rowe Street.---------- ------------ - 930.
Concrete footpaths at Davitt Road, North.-------- 215.
Concrete footpaths at Redmond Place.--------- - 105«

Total.--------£5145.

This was the entire amount of the G>tant and Local Contribution 
which was made up of a Grant of £4470 and a Local Contribution 
of £675.In connection with the proposal to concrete the Bull Ring 
Mr. Moran asked if a public lavatory could be provided, and it 
waskpointed out that when the Corporation considered this matter 
before they found that to do so would entail the appointment 
of caretakers and tho matter was dropped at this stage.
Councillor Hayes complained about the surface of Gibson Street, 
and it was agreed that the macadam being taken off parts of the 
Main Street and other streets should be rolled on which would 
do as a temporary job on it, as the Acting Borough Surveyor 
suggested that if anything was being done at Gibson Street it 
should include widening.Councillor Crosbie proposed the adoption of the above proposals 
and -rt-lderman Walsh seconded the motion, which was un<onimously 
agreed to«Arising out of this a question was raised regarding the com­
pletion of the Spring and Summer Programme and it was pointed 
out that when the portion of the Main Street at present being 
dons was completed that Georges Street remained to be concreted 
and it was suggested that the work at Georges Street should be 
commenced immediately.
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It was pointed out, however, that the work in Georges Street 
would entail the laying of a new watermain and proposals for 
this were before the Department for some time past, and the 
Town Cierk intimated that he thought the Department would not 
sanction any further proposals for the renewal of watermains 
pending a decision on the Edenvale Scheme, which would deal 
in a comprehensive manner with the Wator Supply to the Town.
In this connection, the Mayor suggested that the money available 
for Georges Street be left in abeyance until it was possible 
to renew the watermain. It was pointed out, however, that 
this would require ministerial sanction, and it was thought 
that this should be sought immediately. It was also agreed 
that the Mayor and Town Clerk should visit the Department during 
the present week with a view to explaining the position on the 
spot and seeking approval to the transfer of the money allocated 
for streets in the Spring and Stumer Programme to Francis Street 
and Waterloo Hoad and the leaving of Georges Street in abeyance 
pending a decision on the watermains when it crould be done out 
of the Winter Grants.

HARBOUR COMMISSIONER.
The next business was to elect a member to servo as Harbour 
Commissioner for the ensuing year and it was intimated that 
only the num&sx outgoing member. Councillor Robert Moran, had 
been nominated in accordance with the provisions of the Wexford 
Harbour Act, so on the motion of Councillor -Dunne, seconded 
by Alderman Walsh, Councillor Moran was re-elected to represent 
the Corporation and the Bacbour Board for the ensuing 1 2 mofcfchs#
In this connection, Councillor Hayes asked the Town Clerk to 
request the Harbour Commissioners to provide some seats on the 
Quay for the use of the public.

ANTI GAS INSTRUCTOR.
Under date of the 14th ultimo by letter No. P.H.20931, tho 
Minister for Local Government and Public Health forwarded a 
First Class Certificate in Anti-gas Precautions for Mr. Henry 
F. Doyle which qualified him to give instructions on the subject. 
Mr. Doyle was dnngratulated by the Members on securing this 
Certificate.

REPORT - BOROUGH ANALYST.
The Report of the Borough Analyst for the quarter ended the 
30th June last showed that he had examined eight samples of 
milk, three each of butter and tea, and one each of cheese, 
strawberry jam, whiskey, sugar, cocoa, olive oil, rice, 
marmalade, and puddings, making a total of 24 samples submitted 
for analysis, all of which were found genuine riJtth the exception 
of two, one sample of milk was deficient of 1 1 .6 6$ fats and 
one sample of butter contained 18.4$ moisture.
Ihe report was c o n s i d e r e d  satisfactory.

ADOPTION OF BYE-LAWS.
The next business vms to adopt a new code of Bye-Laws with respect 
to slaughter houses and the decent and seemly conveyance of meat 
through the public thoroughfares.These bye-laws had been considered by the Public Health Committoo 
cnmo time ago and had been provisionally approved by the Minister 
for Lee al G o v e r n m e n t  and Public Health under date o f  the 26th 
Mav last by letter No. PH 28104, and the Town Clerk intimated 

the P r o v i s i o n s  of the Public Health Acts in relation to 
tho publication of notices and the deposit of the proposed
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bye-laws for inspection had been complied with. Thereupon 
the Mayor moved the adoption of the Bye-Laws and Alderman Walsh seconded.
The motion was carried unanimously and the Bye-laws sealed 
and signed on the part of the Corporation,
The following further resolution was then adopted on the motion 
of the Mayor, seconded by Alderman Walsh: "That the Minister
for Local Government and Public Health be requested to confirm 
the Bye-Laws with respect to slaughter-houses and the decent 
and seem̂ -J conveyance of meat through the public thoroughfares adopted this day. 11

LETTER PRCM WEXFORD UNEMPLOYED ASSOCIATION.
A lengthy letter wad read from the Wexford Unemployed 
Association and fell under the following main heads:-
(1) The rotation of key-men on Grant Works.
(2 ) The commencement of Relief Work on Georges Street.
(3) The duration of the employment of men on Housing Schemes.
(4) The commencement of the Waterworks Scheme at Edenvale*
(6 ) The renewal of sewers and watermains.
(6 ) Air Raid Precautions.
As regards No.'l., the Association claimed that the agreement 
which the Corporation had made with the Borough Surveyor to 
rotate all keymen on Relief Grants monthly was not been observed, but as tho Borough Surveyor was on holidays at present this point 
was adjourned for his attendance.
As regards the commencoment of Georges Street, it was already 
seen from on earlier discussion that the cofamencement of this 
was not possible pending a decision fin the renewal of wcttermains.
As regards the men on Housing Schanes it had already beai 
pointed out to the Association that the erection of houses was 
a business proposition,and consequently, men could nbt be 
changed monthly.
(4 ) The commencement of the Waterworks at Eden vale, the Town 
Clerk intimated that he had just received a communication f rom 
the Minister for Local Government and Public Health stating 
that the Provisional Order was boing propared.
(5 ) The renewal of sewers and watermains, proppsals were already 
before the Department for such renowals but up to the present 
hadnot been sanctioned.
As regards Air Raid Precautions, the Association Inquired when 
the Corporation proposed to spend the Grant for this work and 
it w a s’'pointed out that up to the present the Corporation had 
no information on the matter beyond what had appeared in the 
public press during the debate on the Air Raid Precautions Bill 
in the Oireachtas.
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Councillor Connolly complained about the employment of koymen- 
but ho was urged to leave the matter over for the attendance 
of the Borough Surveyor.

Alderman Walsh at this stage said he wished to draw attention 
to the terrible increase in the cost of living in Wexford and 
all over Eire. Sinee 1938 the cost of living had increased 
hy 50% and he thought that Public Bodies like the Corporation 
should draw attention to the way the people were being fleeced. 
Councillor Connolly also complaine d of this matter while 
Councillor Atkins thought it was due to ‘profiteering.
K very protracted discussion arose on this matter which covered 
the activities of the State regarding tariffs, commencement of 
factories, the wages scale in these factories, and profiteering* 
No proposal was put before the Meeting and the discussion 
dropped.

Alderman Walsh then asked- that a deputation from the Trades 
Council be heard, and although it was pointed out that it 
was entirely out of order to hear such a deputation at a 
Special Meeting it was nevertheless decided to hear them, 
although Councillor Hayes objected on the grounds that a very 
short time ago a deputation from the Unemployed had been refused* 
The deputation came before the Meeting and stated they came in 
connection with the Housing Schemes, and it appeared that in 
the ppinion of the Trades Council there were not sufficient 
men employed, and that married men should receive preference 
over sLngle men. ^hey also complained that the division of 
the Carpentry work between the Amalgamated Society of Wood 
Workers and the Irish Union of Wood Workers was not equitable, 
and that members of the former were receiving a greater 
proportion of the work.
After some time it was agreed that the Acting Borough Surveyor 
be instructed to employ as many men as possible with as little 
delay as possible for work on the Scheme and that married men 
should be given first preference. As regards the carpenters 
the employment was to be divided as far as possible equally 
between the members of both Unions*

COST OP LIVING

DEPUTATION PROM TRADES COUNCIL
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A Meeting cf the Finance & Wcrks Committee was held at the close 
of the above Meeting, the members present being the same as at 
the Special Meeting.

With reference to Minutes of last meeting when the question of 
Public Liability Insurance was under consideration and when it 
had been decided to request further quotations for this business, 
it was now reported that cn this morning a Circular Plate Gas 
Window/ the property of Mr. J. J. Whelan, Bull Ring, had been 
struck with a flying stone and of course the Corporation would 
be liable for the damage. In view of the large amount cf work
being carried out in narrow streets at the present time it was 
thought that no further delay should be occasioned in taking what­
ever steps were necessary to have all these risks insured against, 
and it was unanimously decided to instruct the Town Clerk to afreet 
such insurance with the Irish Public Bodies immediately without 
waiting for any further quotations.

It was reported that some time ago one of the Corporation lorries 
had been involved in a slight accident with a cyclist at John St. 
as a result of which the wheel of the cycle had been badly damaged, 
and the owner now claimed 7/Gd. compensation.
The Town Clerk recommended that the amount be paid and intimated 
£hat he would not claim it from the Insurance Co. as the premium 
was at present subject to the maximum no claims bonus of 2 0/0, and 
it would not be wise to make any claim on the Company.
The Town C l e r kTs recommendation in the matter was unanimously 
agreed to.

TOWN CLKRKfS HOLIDAYS.
i l l  _xhe rown Clerk applied for and was granted permission to take 
his annual holidays as when he found it convenient.

INSURANCE.

ACCIDSNT TO CYCLIST.
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A Meeting of the Finance & Works, Waterworks and Public Health 
Committees was held this day at t he Town Clerkfs Office at half­
past seven o’clock p.m.
■L'he Members present being:-
Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor (in the Chair)
Alderman Thomas Walsh.
Councillors: Atkins, Connolly, James Billington, Crosbie, Byrne,

Sinnott, Murphy, Dunne, Moran, Gaul, Hawkins, Hayes,
McMahon, and McGuire.

The Acting Borough Surveyor was also in attendance.
TENDERS.

Two tenders were submitted for the supply of colocrete. They were 
from Messrs. McCormack & Hegarty at 92/6 per ton and the Wexford 
Timber Company at 1 0 2 / 6 per ton. On the motion of Councillor Crosbie, 
seconded by Alderman Walsh, the'lower of the two was accepted.

FOOD AND DRUGS.
Permission to prosecute for a breach of the Sale of Food and Drugs 
Acts was unanimously given on the motion of Councillor Byrne, seconded 
by Alderman Walsh. The Traders involved were:- Messrs. Wm. Walker 
& Sons, (Wexford) Ltd., and Messrs. Godkin & Co., (Wexford) Ltd., both 
having butter for sale which contained 16.6/£ of water and 17.0$ of 
water respectively.

PETROLEUM LICENCE.
A Licence under the Petroleum Act 1871 was signed on behalf of Messrs. 
^cMullan Bros., Ltd., of 28 Upper 0*Connell Street, Dublin, authorising 
them to keep petroleum at railway siding Trinity Street, Wexford, as 
defined by and subject to the provisions of the Petroleum Acts, 1871-1881.

SLAUGHTER HOUSES.
A complaint was made regarding the removal of oifas from slaughter 
houses, and the SubSanitary Officer was directed to make a report 
thereon.A long discussion took place regarding the dumping of the offals from 
slaughter houses, and finally, the whole question was adjourned to a
future meeting.

REPORT - MEAT INSPECTOR.
’A'he Report of the Meat Inspector for the month of July showed that he 
had examined 105 cattle, 369 sheep and 29 swine. Of the cattle, 
three heads, six forequarters and eight organs were destroyed for 
tuberculosis, and 1l organs for other diseases. Of the sheep, nine 
organs had been destroyed for diseases other than tuberculosis.

28th August, 1939.
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28th August, 1939.

REPORT - M.O.H
The Medical Officer of Health reported that he had inspected a house 
at 2 Upper John Street occupied by Thomas McGuire, and found it unfit 
for human habitation, so it was decided to serve notice on the owner 
fixing the time and place for the receipt of any offer with regard to 
its future user.
A complaint was made regarding offensive odours emanating from a piggery 
at the corner of Summerhill, owned by Mr. Moore, and the Medical Officer 
of Health was asked to make a report.

Dr. Peirse reported that a house at John’s Gate Street occupied by 
Johanna Nagle should be provided with a W.C. or a proper privy and 
ashpit, so it v/as decided to serve notice on the owner requiring 
this work to be carried out within one month.

Adverting to Minutes of last Meeting when a notice was served on 
Mr. Peter Kelly, 104 South Main Street, owner of a house in Trinity 
Street, occupied by JohnO’Connor requiring him to put in a W.C., a 
letter was now read from the Agent pointing out that a privy had 
recently been re-constructed at some considerable cost in this house, 
and suggesting that in the circumstances it would be a hardship to have 
to ptit in a W.C. i'he Corporation, however, decided to refuse the 
application and insisted on a W.C. owing to the congestion in this 
area.

Notices were submitted of intention to apply to the District Court 
for Dance Hall Licences in respect of the Town Hall and the Geraldine 
Athletic Club. These were both approved.

A lengthy circular v/as read from the Minister for Defence regarding 
the Air Raid Precautions Act, 1939. A long discussion took place 
and finally, it was decided to write to the Minister for Defence to 
inquire if he could send them any Model Scheme or an Officer who could 
instruct them In the making of a Scheme. Many members were anxious 
to know what proportion of the cost of any scheme the Corporation would 
have to bear, and the Acting Clerk was directed to make these inquiries, 
on receipt of which the Committee v/ould specially meet to consider the
matter.
In the meantime, it was decided to inquire frcm the Electricity Supply 
Board and the Wexford Gas Consumers Co., Ltd , if arrangements could be 
made for the extinction of public lighting In case of war without 
involving the continuance of the supply to consumers for domestic or
rower purposes.It was decided to go ahead with the painting of Artizans Dwellings
as soon as practical.I.t was stated that there was £ 2 0 0 in the estimate for this purpose and 
the Acting Borough Surveyor in a reply to a question estimated that this 
would cover about 60 houses.

HOUSE - JOHN’S GATE ST

HOUSE TRINITY ST

DANCE HALL LICENCES

AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS
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4th September, 1939.

A Statutory Meeting of the Corporation was held this day at the
Town Clerk1s Office at half-past seven o*clock p.m.
The Members present being:-
Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor (in the Chair)
Aldermen: James McMahon, Robert Coffey, and Thomas Walsh.
Councillors: Thomas Hayes, James Murphy, Patrick Atkins, James

Billington, Stephen McMahon,John Billington, Patrick 
Hawkins, James Crosbie, Thomas Byrne, Timothy Cash­
man, Robert Moran, James Sinnott, and Nicholas Connolly.

MINUTES.
The following Minutes were submitted for ratification and 
approval:- Minutes of Corporation on 14th ultimo, and Finance 
and Works, Etc., Committees on 14th and 28th ultimo.
The Minutes as submitted were approved on the motion of Alder­
man Coffey seconded by Alderman Walsh, and signed by the Mayor.

ACMBWLEDGEMENT.
Councillor Sinnott acknowledged a vote of sympathy passed 
with him at last meeting.

PAYMENTS.
Liabilities which had accrued due up to the end of last month 
amounting in the aggregate, to £3045. 17. 2 were submitted, 
and having been examined were approved, and an Advice Note 
signed to enable them to be discharged.

RESOLUTION - F. RYAN RELEASE COMMITTEE.
There was submitted to the Meeting a Resolution from the Frank 
Ryan Release Committee calling for the repatriation of Frank 
Ryan from Spain. This resolution was adopted on the motion of 
Alderman Walsh seconded by Councillor Atkins.

AIR RAID PRECAUTIONS.
The only other item on the Agenda was urgent business received 
by the Town Clerk subsequent to the issue of the Agenda, and he 
explained that he had put this down in the hope that there might 
be some information from the Department of Defence regarding 
Air Raid Precautions.It was explained that at a Meeting of the Finance Committee on 
the 28th ultimo, a letter was received from the Department of 
Defence urging the Corporation to proceed immediately with the 
preparation of a Scheme for the Borough of Wexford, and the 
Acting Town Clerk was then directed to inquire from the Depart­
ment : -
(1 ) what proportion of the cost of any Scheme the State would bear
(2) If an Officer of the Department was available to come to 

7/exford and assist the Corporation Officials in the preparation 
of a Scheme

(3 ) if an officer was not available, if it would be possible for 
the Department to send a Model Scheme for adaptation.

©: Wexford Borough Council



313

It was explained that up to the present no reply had been 
received from the Department, but during a 'phone conversation 
this afternoon they had informed the Town Clerk that it would 
be impossible to send down an Officer and neither had they a 
Model Scheme, but that Memoranda on some of the matters to bo 
dealt with in the Scheme would be sent to them in the course 
of a few posts.
In view of this it was seen that no progress could be made at 
the present meeting, but a suggestion by the Mayor was -unanimously 
agreed to that a Committee composed of Sis Worship the Mayor, 
Borough Surveyor, Mr. Millar, Clerk of Works, the two Medical 
Officers, Mr.^ Doyle, of the Town Clerk’s Office, and the Town 
Clerk should^ appoint^ Committee to consider the entire matter.
The Mayor also suggested that if sufficient information was not 
received from the Department of Defence in the course of a day 
or so that himself and the Town Clerk should be permitted to go 
to Dublin to interview some of the Officials there in connection 
with a Scheme. This suggestion was also unanimously agreed to. 
Thrs discussion on Air Raid Precautions and the present War in 
Europe gave rise to many complaints regarding hoarding and 
profiteering on food supplies and fuel.
A very protracted discussion followed on this matter during which 
a suggestion was made that a Local Committee should be set up to 
investigate complaints with a view to bringing specific instances 
of hoarding and profiteering under the notice ofathe Minister for 
Supplies, b\jt it was pointed out that the Government had taken 
powers to deal with these matters, and until their proposals were 
made known it would not be advisable for the Corporation to d o 
anything except appeal to those who were in a position to purchase 
large stocks of food not to do so, and in the meantime to lay this 
information beforethe Minister for Supplies and to inquire if and 
when the Government proposed to control the matters above referred 
to and what form such control would assume. This was agreed to. 
Councillor Hayes referred to the deputation which had attendod at 
last meeting from the Wexford Trades Council, and said it appeared 
in the lcc al Press last week that the d eputation had stated at a 
Meeting of the Trades Council that they were very much surprised 
at tho attadk made by Councillor Hayes and pointed out that his 
remarks were not consistent with the policy of a representative 
of the Working Classes. Councillor Hayes, continuing, said he 
wanted to defend himself through the medium of the Press, and 
stated that so far as he was concerned he did not care about any 
other party but was going to d o his duty and s peak his mind.
The Meoting then terminated.

4th September, 1939.
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4th September, 1939.

A Meeting of the Finance & Works, Waterworks and Public Health 
Committees was held at the close of the above Meeting, the members 
present being the same as at the Statutory Meeting.

HOLIDAYS - CLERK OF WORKS.
Mr. Millar, Clerk of Works on the Housing Schemes, applied for and 
was granted two weeks holidays, on the motion of Councillor Connolly, 
seconded by Alderman Walsh, they to be taken at a suitable time in 
accordance with arrangements to be made with the Borough Surveyor and Town Clerk.

REPORT - M.u.H.
The Medical Officer reported on a defective dry closet and the absence 
of a drain in the yard of a house at William Street, occupied by Miss 
Margaret Johnson, and it was decided to serve notice on the owner 
requesting him to provide a water closet and drain wi thin one month.
The Medical Officer was to be asked to make a report on a number of 
houses at King Street.
The Medical Officer was also t o be asked to report on a sewer leading 
from Abbey Street to Main Street.

WHITEMILL PENALTY CLAUSE.
With reference to Penalty Clause enforced on the Contractor for the 
Whitemill Housing Scheme, the Tom Clerk Intimated that in making his 
estimates for the year 1938-3y he had estimated to receive Rents £4y7 
from there houses, but owing to the failure of the Contractors to have 
them ready for letting the actual amount received amounted to only 
£253 was £244 less than the estimate.
The Penalty Clause enforced amounted to £245, £63 of which was in 
respect of the salary of the Clerk of Works, and a balance of £182 
v/as in respect of loss of rent. Owing to the reduction in the Penalty 
Clause, however, there vould only be £148 left to meet loss of rent 
after paying all accounts in connection with the scheme and he had 
proposed to appropriate this towards the making good the loss of rent. 
Under dateof the 28th ultimo by letter No. H. 11628/5/39, the Minister 
pointed out that the appropriation proposed to offset the loss of rent 
could not be allowed and the all in cost of the Scheme would be regarded 
as £221,552. It was decided to point out to the Minister that in
making their Claim on the Contractor the Corporation had based it 
largely on this loss of rent, and consequently, they held that the 
appropriation proposed should be allowed.

LAND - GREEN ST.
Mr. Phillip Hall, Carrigeen Street, under date of the 14th ultimo 
offered to s ell a piece of ground at Green Street for the sum of £50, 
and this was referred to the Borough Surveyor for a report.

SHOP - TALBOT STRET'T.
It was decided to recommend the Corporation to grant permission for 
the erection of a shop at Talbot Street on the side of a house formerly 
occupied by a man named Clarke, provided that the Borough Surveyor was 
satisfied with a plan of the proposed building.
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4th September, 193y.

AUTHORISED PLUMBERS.
The question of the registration of James Jones as an Authorised 
Plumber was again considered, so it was decided to place this
matter on the Agenda for next Meeting.

INSURANCES.
The estimate of the Irish Public Bodies Mutual Insurances for the 
insuring of Corporation Employees engaged on Relief Grant W©rk at 
premiums varying from 100s. to 150s.% v:as accepted, as was also 
their quotation of ll/5d.^ for Public Liability Insurance.

©: Wexford Borough Council



3l G

A Meeting of the finance & Works Committee was held this day at the 
Town Clerk’s Office, at half-past seven o'clock p.m.
The Members present being:-
Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor (in the Chair)
Aldermen: Walsh, McMahon, Coffey.
Councillors: Moran, Dunne, Atkins, James Billington, Gaul, Hawkins,

Crosbie, ^yrne, John Billington, Sinnott, Hayes, McMahon, Murphy, Cashman, and Connolly.
Phe Meeting was specially convened to cnnsider the position regarding 
Air Raid Precautions in the Borough, and the Mayor informed the 
Committee that the Town Clerk and himself had visited the Offices of 
the Department of Defence on the 7th instant where they had interviewed 
a number of Officials in charge of Air Raid Precautions.
Whilst it was impossible for them to ascertain what proportion of the 
cost of any Scheme the State w ould recoup the Corporation they had made 
good progress in ascertaining what was required to be done in the Town. 
This included inter allia the provision of Air Raid Shelters, emergency 
fire-fighting, first aid et~. etc., and the Officials of the Corporation 
he stated were at present engaged on preparing such a Scheme. An 
outline scheme detailing the Officials responsible for the various 
matters set out in Article 3 of the Air Raid Precautions )Prescribed 
Provisions) Regulations 1939 was subkitted. provided that the
Town Clerk be the Air Raid Precautions officer for the co-ordination 
and preparation of the Scheme, and in addition, the Borough Surveyor,
Mr. T. J. Millar, Clerk cf Works, the acting Co. M.O.H. and the District 
Medical Officers of Health were responsible for various matters in 
connection therewith. As regards the provision of Air Raid Shelters 
the Officials suggested that after careful consideration they recommended 
that they be placed in the following places:- namely, Bull Ring and St. 
Patrick’s Square underground. Redmond Monument and Upper King Street 
overground. These shelters would cost approximately £6 , 0 0 0  and would 
accommodate about 1 , 0 0 0  persons: if they were providedw ith artificial
means of ventilation approximately ?,CC0 people could be housed therein.
In this connection the Mgr or po'nted out that the Town Clerk, Borough 
Surveyor and Mr. Millar would have a considerable amount of extra work 
and overtime in the preparation and administration of this Scheme and 
he thought it was only equitable that they should be remunerated therefor. 
He had raised this matter already with the Department of Defence aid he 
thought a proposal would be favourably considered. He therefore 
suggested that the Borough Surveyor and Mr. Millar shotild each be paid 
a bonus of £ 7 5 and the Town Clerk a bonus of £50 for the preparation of 
the scheme together with an annual payment cf £50 each for administering 
it for so long as the necessity for the Scheme being in operation,
continued. rn r.He also thought that it might be necessary for the iown Oierk to have
Clerical Assistance and suggested that he be authorised to apply for an 
open sanction to employ temporary clerical assistance as and when he
requi red it.Councillor aaul moved the adoption of the entire scheme as outlined by 
the Mayor above and Councillor Dunne seconded.

11th September, 1939.
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11th September, 1939.

A very lengthy discussion followed on this matter during which some 
members thought that it would be better to provide more* shelters of 
the sand -bag type rather than spend a large sum of money on the 
erection of four reinforced concrete structures as outlined, but it 
was pointed out that it was no function of the Corporation to provide 
shelters for the entire population and that they were only providing 
for what might be termed the moving pppulafcion, namely, those likely 
to be caught in the streets during an air raid. Eventually, opposition 
to the recomirendations of the Officials in this connection was withdrawn 
and the Scheme as outlined by the Mayor, the adoption of which was 
proposed by Councillor Gaul and se'-nnded by Councillor ^mne, was 
unanimously agreed to, and It was decided that as soon as approval thereto 
was received from the Department of Defence that the Corporation should be recommended to adopt it.
The Town Clerk stated he expected a house to be vacant in Maudlintown 
during the course of the coming week, and a lady named Mrs. Connors, 
who was at present residing with her mother x*fckx±kEirx£ami±isBxliagxx 
iflKRxxrR3H®x*dxfx®aixHXK55xiiHDDR«dxiufiii*3fixxtxMxK(ijdkR±K5aixx there had reminded 
him that when she and her mother with their families had been removed 
from a condemned house at Maudlintown she had been promised the first 
three-roomed house that became available.
It was explained to the Meeting that at the time this re-housing took 
place the Corporation v/ere reluctant to give Mrs. Connors a house 
because she was not residing with her husband, but it now appeared from 
a statement made to the Aown Clerk by the Inspector of the National 
Society for prevention of cruelty to Children that there was every 
possibility of a reconciliation taking place between the husband and 
wife, and it would help such a reconciliation if they were given a 
house.
It was therefore unanimously decided on the motion of the Mayor secnnded 
by Alderman Walsh that Mrs. Connors husband be given the tenancy of this 
house if and when it became vacant provided she submitted evidence to 
the Town Clerk that a reconciliation between himself and her husband 
had been arranged.
The Town Clerk further reported that two tenants had left houses at 
Wolfe Tone Villas during the past week and had gone to reside in 
England, and that other persons had taken possession of them. 1he Rent 
Collector, Mr. Roche, was called before the meeting and explained the 
entire position to the Members as far as he knew it, so it was unanimously 
decided that the Town Clerk should take any steps necessary to obtain 
possession of the two dwellings.
It was explained to the meeting by the frayor that for some time past the 
Town Cierk and himself had been discussing the question of Office 
accommodation In the present building. At the present time two ladies 
and a man had to work in one office which was open at all times to the 
public, and *t was extremely difficult under such conditions to have 
work carried out efficiently. They therefore proposed to the Council 
that alterations should be made in the present office of the Town Cierk 
with a view to converting it Into two rooms which could be occupied by 
the lady members of his staff. If this were done both of them believed 
that greater efficiency in the carrying out of the Corporation work
would result.It was also mentioned that in view of the enormous amount of work which 
would be entailed by Air Precautions, that a second telephone line
to the building would be essential in the near future and it was thought 
that if alterations were being carried out that a second line should be 
Installed forthwith. The recoumendation or the Town cierk and Mayor 
was unanimously agreed to in this connection on the motion or Councillor 
Dunne, seconded by Councillor Byrne, and they were authorised to tkke©: Wexford Borough Council
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such steps as were necessary to give effect to the decision and to 
purchase such furniture as might be necessary for the altered offices.
The Borough Surveyor reported in connection with the dispute some 
time ago regarding the timber supplied by the Wexford Timber Company 
for the erection of houses at Davitt Road and william Street, that 
everything had been satisfactorily arranged except flooring boards, 
but it was impossible at the present time to procure supplies or 1 
boards as required by the Borough Surveyor’s specification. He 
therefore proposed to invite tenders from the two local Builders 
Providers for flooring boards. This was unanimously agreed to 
and the Borough Surveyor, Mayor and Town Clerk were authorised to 
deal with the tenders when they were received, in order to expedite 
work on the erection of the houses.

©: Wexford Borough Council



18th September, 1939*
A Special Meeting of the Council was held this day (pursuant to 
the Mayor's requisition) at the Town Clerk’s Office, Town Hall, 
Wexford, at half-past seven o’clock p.m., to allocate a house 
vacant at Wolfe Tone Villas.
The Members present were:-
Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor, (in the Chair).
Alderman. Thomas Walsh.
Councillors: ihomas Hayes, Patrick Atkins, James Biliington,

Patrick Hawkins, James Crosbie, Thomas Byrne,
Robert Moran, Nicholas Connolly, ^homas Dunne,
James Murphy, Timothy Cashman, Phillip McGuire,
John Biliington, and James Sinnott.

Five applications were submitted for the vacant house, and 
Councillor Connolly reminded the Meeting that some time ago 
it had been agreed that the first house vacant at Wolfe Tone 
Villas should be given by the Town Clerk to a man named James 
Kenny who was residing in a condemned house at Green Street.
The Town Clerk agreed with Councillor Connolly in so far as the 
decision referred to was concerned, but, pointed out that this 
man was residing in one of a number of houses acquired by the 
Corporation with a housing site at Green Street.
The house had been dondemned as unfit for human habitation and 
the Corporation were merely waiting until houses were erected to 
re-house these persons and demolish their present dwellings. ■'•he 
rent of the house was 2/- per week, and at the present time this 
man owed no less than £4. 8 . 0 and it was for this reason that the 
Town Cierk had not taken it on himself to give this man the vacant 
house.
A lengthy discussion followed on this matter and whilst every 
member was satisfied that Kenny should be given the house it was 
thought that some steps should be taken in connection with the 
arrears.
^he members realised that the house in which he at pr-eaervfc resided
was undoubtedly a bad one, but, nevertheless, it was providing -
him with sane kind of shelter, and they thought that some attempt 
should have been made to pay the very small rent of 2/- per week.
Eventually, it was agreed on the motion of Councillor Sinnott,
seconded by Councillor Murphy, that if Kenny succeeded in procuring 
the house at the present meetir^ that the debt of £4. 8 . 0 on his 
present dwelling should be liquidated for the sum of £1 , and this 
was unanimously agreed to.Councillor C0nnolly thereupon moved that Kenny be given the tenancy 
of the present vacant house, and Councillor Byrne seconded the motion
which was unanimously agreed to.
The Meeting then terminated.
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A T.-iee ting of the finance & Works Committee was held at the close of 
the above meeting, the members present being the same as at the Special Meeting.

STORAGE CP PETROLEUM.
xhe Town Clerk stated that owing to the European War he believed that 
large quantities of Petroleum were being stored in unlicensed premises 
in the Town and under anything but ideal conditions. He felt that 
Ix* some action was not taken to control this promiscuous storing of 
petroleum that parts of the Town were liable to serious risks of 
explosion followed by fire, and it was agreed that the Town Clerk in 
consultation v/ith the Garda Authorities should take whatever steps 
were necessary to control the storage of petroleum.

RELIEF GRANT EMPLOYEE.
Attention v/as called by the Mayor to the fact that a man named Lacey who 
had been employed for some 32 weeks on the Green Street Relief Grant 
had been re-employed on the nresent Spring and Summer Works Grant.
He (Mayor) realised that the Officials could not prevent him being 
re-employed once his name was sent from the Labour Exchange, but the 
objection he had v/as that he had been made a keyman and engaged for
5 days per week.
The Members agreed v/ith the Mayor that this was entirely unfair and 
directed the Borough Surveyor to Investigate the matter and to have 
Lacey put back on three da:/s per week the same as other men.

FIRE BRIGADE CHARGES.
It v/as decided to recommend the Corporation to adopt the following 
scale of charges for the attendance of the Fire Brigade outside the 
Borough Boundary:-

18th September, 1939.

1 . Minimum Fee for Call-------------------------£5. 5. 0 .
2 . Where the Brigade Is engaged for more than 

one hour, and not more than four hours------- 15. 0 . 0 .
3. For every hour or part of an hour in excess 

of the first four hours mentioned at 2 above.- 4. 0 . 0 .
4 . In addition, travelling expenses for every

mile, or part of a mile, from Station to
fire, and r eturn to Station.-------  ------  2. 0.

Time will be reckoned from the hour Brigade leaves 
Station until the hour it arrives back to Station.

The Brigade will not be permitted to leave the Borough
(a) Without the permission of an Executive Officer of 

the Corporation.
(b) Unless the Fire is extensive, or likely to become

extensive.
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Ĉ; 1S a sufficient supply of water available toenable the Brigade to be of utility.
The Brigade may, at the discretion of the Officials of the 
Corporation, be recalled from a fire outside the Borough 
Boundary.

18th September, 1939,

FIRE AT LIT1LE GRAIGUE.
The Town Clerk reported that SDme time ago the Fire Brigade had 
attended a fire at Littlegraigue, Bannow, in respect of which he 
had sent an account for the sum of £30. The owner of the premises 
had called on him during the week and showed him correspondence from 
the Insurance Company allowing only £25 for Fire Brigade Expenses, 
and he asked the Corporation to accept this sum in full settlement, 
so it was unanimously agreed on the motion of Councillor Hayes, 
seconded by Councillor Connolly, to accept the sum of £25.

LICENCE.
An application for a Licence under the Slaughter of ^nlmals Act 
was submitted from Mr. William H aught on, Cornmarket, and the Town 
Clerk v/as authorised to issue such a Licence.

WATERWORKS SCHEME.
Under date of the 7th instant, Messrs. Delap & Waller, Consulting 
engineers for the Waterworks Improvement Scheme stated that they had 
been in touch v/ith the Department of Local Government and Public 
Health and learned that the Provisional Order in connection with the 
Waterworks could not be issued under two mont.hs time and it was doubtful 
ov/ing to the unfortunate circumstances of war whether this Scheme 
would even then go on or not, and they had been advised not to carry 
on v/ith their preparation of contract, drawings, specification, etc. 
They attached an account amounting to £325. 14. 1l in respect of fees 
and out-of- pocket expenses from 1933 to 1937 and asked the Corpor­
ation to make some arrangements to pay them a substantial amount on 
account.
In this connection the Tov/n Clerk v/as directed to v/rite to the Depart­
ment of Local Government and Public Health sending a copy of Messrs. 
Delap & Wallerfs letter and asking what was the position regarding
the Waterworks Scheme.

SCAVENGERS BOOTS.
/in application from the scavengers for their annual pair of boots 
v/as submitted and granted.

EMPLOYMENT OF PAINTERS.
A letter v/as read from the Painters Society asking the Corporation 
to receive a deputation regarding the employment of Painters, but it 
was pointed out to the meeting that the Corporation had at present 
five painters employed, so, It was decided that no useful purpose 
could be served by receiving the deputation, and the Society v/as to 
be Informed that the Corporation had instructed the Surveyor to 
employ further painters as soon as possible.
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HOULE AT JOHN ST.
It, v/as reported that a notice had “been served in 1931 fixing the 
present meeting as the day v/hen any offer regarding the condition 
of a house at John Street occupied by Thomas McGuire would be 
considered, and the Town Clerk intimated that the Agent for the 
owner :iad called on him this da;/ and asked to be supplied with 
what repairs were necessary to make the house fit for human 
Habitation, so it v/as decided to ask the Borou h Surveyor to set 
out what would be required as soon as possible.

REPORTS - M.O.II.
Reports from the Medical Officer of II ealth stated that he had
examined five houses at John Street, occupied by Richard Goodisson, 
John tfhite, Roseanna Conway, Mary Anna Walsh, and Thomas Burke, and 
found a proper privy and ashpit, but stated that a water closet would 
be desirable. It was decided to serve notice on the ov/ner requiring 
ĥe provision of a v/ater closet in each house within one month.

HOUSE - CARRIGEEN ST.
In reply to a query by Councillor Dunne, the Tov/n Clerk Intimated 
that on several occasions he jiaa asKeu me modiotul ^fficcr of Health, 
Dr. Sinnott, for a report on a house at Carrigeen Street, occupied 
by a man named Pender, but up to the present he had not received it, 
so it was decided to ask the County Medical Officer for such report.

WATERWORKS PLUMBER.
The application of James Jones of John Street, for registration as 
an authorised waterworks plumber appeared on the Agenda as per 
directions given at last meeting, but it v/as decided to adjourn the 
matter for the present.

FIRE BRIGADE.
A Meeting of the Fire Brigade Committee v/as held at the close of the 
above meeting the members present being:-
His Worship the Mayor (in the Chair) v/ith Alderman Walsh,
Councillors; Moran, Connolly, and McGuire.
The Town Clerk intimated that four members of the Brigade, namely,
John Wallace, Captain, Patrick Lacey, Frank Nolan, and Thomas 
Crosbie, had intimated their willingness to occupy the new houses 
at Davitt Road, but Councillor McGuire stated he did not think that 
either Frank Nolan or John Wallace would reside there, os it v/as 
decided that the Tov/n Clerk should again ask these two men if they 
v/ere prepared to reside at Davitt Road, North, when these houses 
v/ere finished.It was further decided that an advertisement be issued inviting 
applications for membership of the Brigade. It v/as to be confined 
to*building tradesmen and builders labourers but that applications 
should also be received for an auxiliary driver. It should be made 
clear to the applicants that they will only occupy these houses.whilst 
they are members of the Brigade, and that their service as such could 
be dispensed v/ith at any time when they would be required to leave the 
houses1. As well that they would have to pay a rent for these houses 
to be fixed by the Corporation at a later date.
The applications should be invited for not later than thd 28th instant 
so that they could be examined TSy the Fire Brigade Committee before 
the Statutory Medting of the Corporation to be held on the 2nd^rox.

_________  i ^
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2nd October, 1939.

a Quarterly Meeting of the Corporation was held this day at the 
Town Clerk's Office, Towh H all, Wexford, at half-past seven o'clock p.m.
The Members present being:-
Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor (in the Chair)
Aldermen: James McMahon, Robert Coffey, and ^homas Walsh.
Councillors: James Billington, Patrick Atkins, John Billington, 

Timothy Cashman, Robert Moran, Thomas Dunne, James 
Murphy, James Crosbie, Phillip McGuire, Thomas Hayes, 
Thomas Byrne, James Sinnott, Patrick Hawkins, and 
Nicholas Connolly.

MINUTES.
The following minutes were submitted for approval and signature,, 
namely, Minutes of Corporation on 4th and 18th ultimo; and 
Minutes of Finance, Etd. Committees on 4th, 1 1th, and 18th ultimo 
On the motion of Alderman'Coffey, seconded by Alderman Walsh, the 
Minutes as submitted, were approved and signed by the Mayor.

ACCOUNTS.
Liabilities which had acc rusd due up to the end of last month 
amounting in the aggregate, to £6072. 13. 8 were submitted, and 
having been examined v/ere approved and an Advice Note signed to 
enable them to be discharged.
Arising out ef the Accounts, Councillor Byrne referred to an 
item of £52. 17. 9 for public lighting for the month of September, 
and pointed out that only 25$ of the lights were lighting and asked 
how was it that the account corresponded with the adcounts for 
previous months.
The Town Clerk replied that the question as to whether or notthe 
Corporation were liable under their contract with the Electricity 
Supply Board for the full amount of the lighting charged during the 
black-out period was one which would have.to be decided legally 
before the close of the Financial Year. He already had had 
informal discussions with an Official of the Board on the matter, 
and he thought it would not be judicious to discuss it at the 
present moment. The matter was dropped.
A question was also raised regarding the purchase of Paint from 
firms outside the Town and it was pointed out that this material 
had been advertised for competitive tender, and the lowest had 
been accepted.

SYMPATHY.
Councillor Sinnott moved that the sympathy of the Corporation be 
extended to James McMahon, Caretaker of the Reservoir, on the 
death of his father. Councillor Byrne seconded the motion which 
was supported by all the mambers present.
His Worship the Mayor moved that the sympathy of the Corporation 
be extended to the Sub-Sanitary Officer, Mr. Edward Byrne, on the 
death of his nephew. Alderman McMahon seconded this motion vtoich 
was also supported by the members present.
Both Resolutions were adopted in respectful silence.
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1he Finance Committee recommended that the following scale of 
charges be fixed for the attendance of the Fire Brigade outside the Borough Boundary
1. Minimum Fee for Call.--------------------- £5. 5. 0.
2* Where the Brigade is engaged for more

than one hour, and not more than four
hours.-------------------------------- . 15. 0 . 0 -.

3. For every hour or part of an hour in
excess of the first four hours mentioned
at 2 above.---------------------------- 4 . 0 . 0 .

4. In addition, travelling expenses for
every mile, or part of a mile, from
Station to fire, and return to Station.--- 2 . 0 .
Time will be reckoned from the hour Brigade 
leaves Station until the hour it arrives 
back to Station.

2nd October, 1939,

The Brigade will not be permitted to leave the 
Borough
(a) Without the permission of an Executive 

Officer of the Corporation.
(b) Unless the Fire is extensive, or likely 

to become extensive.
(c) Unless there is a sufficient supply of 

water available to enable the Brigade to 
be of utility.

The Brigade may, at the discretion of the Officials
of the Corporation, be recalled from a fire outside
the Borough Boundary.

Councillor Dunne moved the adoption of the recommendation and 
Councillor Connolly seconded.
Alderman Coffey suggested that during the Winter Months the 
Corporation Executive Officers, should be very careful about 
allowing the Eire Brigade outside the Town. The recommendation 
was unanimously adopted.
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On the motion of Councillor Byrne, seconded by Councillor Dunne, 
a Finance Committee recommendation that permission be granted 
for the erection of a shop at Talbot Street was unanimously agreed to.

PETROLEUM INSPECTOR.
On the motion of Alderman Coffey, seconded by Councillor 
Murphy, Sergeqnt John J. O'Brien, Garda Siochana, was 
apppinted as Inspector under the Petroleum Acts In lieu of 
Sergeant Scanlon, transferred.

CHARGES FOR ELECTRICITY.
The following Resolution from the Galway Electricity Cons tamers 
and Ratepayers Association was submitted:-

"That the Galway Electricity Consumers and 
Ratepayers Association emphatically protests against 
the continuance of the existing electricity charges, 
and in particular the fixed or valuation charge, which 
it considers are excessive and inequitable, having 
regard to, amongst other reasons, the huge profits 
recently published by the E.S.B. It demands an 
immediate reduction in all tfiese charges and suggests 
the withdrawl of the fixed valuation charge, and the 
substitution of a reasonable, equitable and uniform 
charge for the entire country.

It is further resolved that, in the Associations 
opinion, a united demand should be made on the E.S.B. 
in respect of this all important question, and v/ith that 
object in view a National Association should be formed.

Copies of this resolution to be forwarded to the 
E.S.B. and all the Councils of the Cities and principal 
provincial towns In Eire.”

Councillor Hayes proposed the adoption of the Resolution and 
stated that last year the Electricity Supply Board had an 
increase in lighting of over 50 million units and for industrial
purposes an increase of over 30 million units. Councillor James
Biliington seconded the motion and stated it was not the first 
time he had spoken at a Corporation Meeting on the same subject.
For some time past they had been asking the Electricity Supply
Board for a reduction but had received no satisfaction.
After some further discussion the resolution was unanimously 
endorsed.

INTEREST LOCAL LOAN FUND.
Under date of the 27th ultimo by letter No. S.27153 the Minister 
for Local Government and Public Health intimated that it had been 
decided by the Minister for Finance that save v/here the terms of 
an existing Mortgage Deed or Charging Order precluded it, interest 
on every issue made out of the Local Loans Fund on and after the 
12th September, 1939, would be charged at the rate of 5f^ 
irrespective of the purpose of the loan and whether it was 
authorised by him before on or after that date.

ERECTION OF SHOP.
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In reply to Alderman Coffey, It was stated thatthe previous 
rate was the Mayor pointed out that this was a very serious
matter and would Interfere with any housing programme a 
Municipality had in mind. He suggested that representations 
*be made to the Ministry to bring the rate of interest back to 
4-4% in consequence of Bank rate having been reduced recently hy 1 %.
The Mayor also referred to the fact that annuities to the LocaL 
Loans Fund were being collected from Municipalities all over 
the country since 1933, and were not now being paid to the 
British Treasury as in former years. He thought they had a 
right to get some credit for that money and that one of the 
best ways in which It could be done v/ould be by reducing 
interest on loans. He intended to raise this matter at the 
Annual Congress of the Association of Irish Municipal Authorities*. 
The discussion on this Circular extended over the field of 
unemployment and its causes, but eventually, the Mayor’s 
suggestion that the Minister be asked to bring the interest 
rate on loans to 4j$ was unanimously adopted, on the motion of 
Councillor Sinnott, seonnded by Councillor Cashman,
Councillor Sinnott referred to the rlocent decision -of the 
Broadcasting Authorities tp permit sponsored programmes being 
broadcast for the purpose df advertising and moved that the 
Corporation protest against it. Alderman Walsh seconded.
It was pointed out that this method ofl advertising would 
seriously affect the revenues of national and local newspapers 
v/hich were mainly dependent on advertising for such revenues.
If the advertisements in the Press declined it would mean a 
reduction in staffs, and in one local newspaper office no less 
than 1l men lad been placed on short time during the past wee^.
A Resolution of protest was adopted and it was decided that it 
should be sent to An Taoiseach, the Minister for Posts & Tele­
graphs, and to the Association of Irish Municipal Authorities.

WINTER RELIEF SCHEMES -
Councillor Dunne asked if it was the intention of the Corporation 
to put in operation the Winter Relief Schemes. There was a 
rumour, at present, he stated, that owing to the European Crisis 
the proposals made by the Corporation would not be implemented.
It was pointed out that proposals for Winter Relief Works had 
been forv/arded to the Department during the month of August, and 
up to the present no reply had been received as to v/hether or not 
they had been approved.
It was decided to communicate with the Department on the matter.

TEMPORARY TYPIST.
On the motion of Councillor Connolly, seconded by Alderman 
McMahon, it was u n a n i m o u s l y  agreed t<$> extend the appointment 
of Miss E. M. Phillips, Temporary Shorthand-typist up to the 
31st March, 1940, with remuneration at the ratfce of £1. 10. 0 
per week and subject to the approval of the Minister for Local 
Government and Public Health.

Q cMU. -r V

2nd October, 1939.
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A Meeting of the Finance & Works, Waterworks and Public Health 
committees was held at the close of the above meeting, the members 
present bea.ng n̂e same as at the Quarterly Meeting.

APPRENTICE CARPENTER.
An ap lication was submitted from a young man named McGrath, John 
street, for peraission to complete his apprenticeship as a Carpenter, 
and. It ./as decided on the motion of Councillor Connolly, seconded by 
councillor Dunne, to grant the application.

CORPORATION MEETINGS.
'The ,/exf ord L'rades Council intimated that at a recent Meeting a 
discussion nad arisen in connection with the Corporation Housing 
ĉn.emes when it v/as decided that it would benefit the Schemes and 
everything appertaining to them if weekly meetings of the Corporation 
v/ere held.  ̂ It was pointed out that the Corporation usually held 
weekly meetings during the winter months, and agreed to commence them on the 15th instant.

WATERWORKS REGULATIONS.
Under date of the 22nd ultimo by letter No. PH. 26742, the Minister 
for Local Government and Public Health adverted to the Waterworks 
Regulations made on the 5th July last and stated he was advised that 
they v/ere ultra vires having regard to the provisions of Sections 48-58 
of the Waterworks Clauses Act, 1847. It v/as decided to adjourn 
consideration of this matter until next meeting.

UNAUTHORISED PLUMBER.
A Report from the Plumbers Union to the effect that work v/as being 
carried out by an unauthorised plumber at Castlehill Street v/as 
adjourned for a report from the Turncock.

MEAT INSPECTOR.
Mr. F. Staples, V.S., wrote referring to the decision of the Corporation
intimated to him on the 4th April to amalgamate the position of Milk &
Meat Inspector in the Borough at a combined salary of £150 per annum 
and requested to be informed what was the position, if it was not the 
intention of the Authorities to amalgamate t he posts he would have to 
request the Corporation to increase his salary of £30 per annum for the 
supervision of the Milk Supplies.
It/was pointed out that as £ar back as the 16th May last the Corpor­
ation had asked the Minister to state if in his opinion, Mr. Staples 
was now qualified to carry out Meat Inspection, and on the 22nd June 
last he had been asked to reply to the Corporations letter of the 16th 
Mav, but up to the present nothing had been heard. It was decided to 
again write to the Department on this matter.

FRANCISCAN RATES.
With reference to the large amount of Rates outstanding for some years 
past on the Franciscan Convent in Wexford, it v/as stated that the-new 
Guardian of the Friary was agreeable to pay the current rates for 
oro^ent and future years, but intimated that he did not expect to 
held responsible for previous years rates when he v/as not in char 
Wexford So, it was unanimously agreed on the motion of Council 
Haves seconded by Alderman Walsh, that if the current and future 
rates*were paid the Corporation would agree to wipe out the outst
arrears. ©: Wexford Borough Council
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2nd October, 1939.

GRAVEYARDS.
I r.ar agreed on the motion of Councillor Connolly, seconded by 
Councillor Sinnott, to have the grave-yard attached to the Franciscan ohurch cleaned.
^ ^ 1aint was made that trespass was occurring on St. Patrick's 
ohurchyard from old condemned houses at Gibson Street, and it was 
decided to write to the owner of this property requesting him to take 
steps to prevent trespass on this property.
it v/as also decided to request the Gardai to pay some attention to 
grave-yards in the Town with a view to preventing tresra ss.

OILSKINS - GRAVEDIGGER.
An application from the gravedigger, John McDonald, for a suit of oilskins v/as granted.

HOUSE - ST. JOHN'S ROAD.

Messrs. M. J. O'Connor & Co., Solicitors, on behalf of Mr. John Whelan, 
Ŝ .. John's Road, requested to be informed of the redemption value of the 
house at present being pnrchased by Mr. Whelan on the tenant purchase 
system. It was pointed out that the sale price of this house was 
originally fixed at £360, and subsequently amended to provide for the 
deposit of £20 and a rent-charge of 12/- per week for 30 years. There 
was no record of v/hat was comprised in the rent charged but it would 
appear to be an instalment that was meant at the time, as to repay £340 
in 30 years would require an instalment of principal of £11. 6 . 8 per 
annum. Interest on £340 at 5-f$ would amount to £17. 17. 0 , R*nt 
collection £1. 1l. 4 and Insurance and Administration 9.0.s. By this 
method of computation the amount outstanding on the 31st December next 
would be approximately £227, a nd it was unanimously agreed to recommend 
the Corporation, subject to the approval of the Minister for Local 
Government and Public Health to dispose of their interest in the house 
to Mr. Whelan for this amount.

REPORT - M.Q.H.
A report from the Medical Officer of Health on a house occupied by Mr. 
Pender, Carri^een St., v/as submitted, which stated that the house was 
too small for the present family and the occupants should be housed 
elsewhere. The house v/ould then need alterations and repairs and 
v/ould only be suitable .for a childless couple.
As the house could not be considered as unfit for human habitation
according to this report, no action v/as taken in the matter.

HOUSE - JOHN'S GATE ST.
It was reported that a notice had been served on the ov/ner of a house 
at John Street occupied by Johanna Nagle, requiring the provision of a 
Water Closet against the 30th ultimo. It appeared that the owner of 
the"house was renovating the old privy, and it was decided to inform 
him that the Corporation would insist on the instalment of a W.C. in
this house.
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2nd October, 1939.

HOUSES - KING ST.
*ne Medical Officer of Health reported that he had inspected 5 houses 
°.t King Ltreet occupied by John .Vhite, James O’Leary, John Bolger,
Join Roche, and Hits. .Valters, and recommended that proper W.C.'s be 
installed. It was decided to serve notice on the owner requiring
the provision of W.C.'s within one month.

HOUSE - FRANCIS ST.
j.ne Medical Officer of Health also reported that he had inspected the 
premises of Thomas Mythen, and found a dry privy and ashpit in a filthy
and delapidated condition and recommended that the owner be required to provide a water closet.

DISTILLERY LANE. - C.P.O.
Under date of the 21st ultimo by letter No. H. 2761, the Minister for 
Local Government and Public Health referred to the Distillery Lane 
Compulsory Purchase Order, and stated it was understood that’the 
question as to whether the land proposed to be acquired was a public 
or private right of way was the subject of litigation in the Circuit 
Jourt and a decision was deferred until the matter had been decided 
before the Court.

REPORT - M.O.H.
i'he LI.O.II. reported that he inspected the sewer at Whites Hotel Yard 
and found same choken and sewage bursting through ground and spreading 
over surface, and recommended that it be opened and obstruction cleared. 
It v/as decided to have the Medical Officers recommendation carried out.

".ENT - MCEVOY.
Councillor Byrne raised the question as to rent owed by James McEvoy, 
Distillery Road, against whom a Notice to Quit had been served, and the 
Town Clerk stated he would make a complete report on the matter at next 
Meeting.

WALL - BULL RIITC-.
The Town Clerk was also asked to look up the ownership of a wall in the 
Bull Ring adjoining the premises of Messrs. Somers & Porter.

LANE - JOHN ST. #■*

He war also asked to look up the position regarding the laneway at John 
Street over v/hich the Corporation had a right of way and over which 
water v/as at present flowing on to the public road from Mr. Boyles field.
Reference was made to a number of matters held up for some time in 
Dublin. These included, Air Raid Precautions, Waterworks Scheme, 
proposed new dumping ground, Winter Relief Grants, Meat Inspector,,. 
Housing Etc., and it v/as agreed that the Mayor and Town Clerk should 
visit Dublin as soon as possible and try to obtain some information as 
to the position of the matters above referred to.
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A Tweeting of the finance & Works, Waterworks and Public Health 
committees was held this day at the Town Clerk's Office, at half-past seven o'clock p.m.
The Members present being:-
Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor (in the Chair)
Aldermen: Thomas Walsh, Robert Coffey.
Councillors: Patrick Hawkins, James Crosbie, James Gaul, ^homas Byrne, 

James Billington, James Sinnott, Thomas Hayes, Thomas 
Dunne, and Timothy Cashman.

OLD FEVER HOSPITAL.
Councillor Hayes asked if any report had yet been received from Mr.

J. I.illar, who was acting Borough Surveyor some time ago, on an 
inspection made at the old Fever Hospital, Grogans Road, and the Town 
Clerk replied that he had not received any report, and Mr. Millar was 
to be asked to submit the report immediately. The Town Clerk was 
authorised to take whatever action was necessary on such a report.

RENT ARREARS.
V/ith reference to Minutes of last Meeting when the question of the rent 
due by James McEvoy, Distillery Road, was referred to, the Town Clerk 
reported that on the 26th June last a Notice to Quit had been served on 
McEvoy requiring jjossesslon of the house on the 10th July, and on the 
18th July a summons had been issued for possession, so there v/as no 
truth whatever in the statement made at last meeting that the summons 
had been served on McEvoy two days after the Notice to Quit. In this 
case it v/as explained that after the issue of the summons McEvoy had 
agreed with the Corporation Solicitor to pay the sum of £1 per week 
until the arrears of rent, and costs which amounted to £2 , were 
cleared off. McEvoy had paid £7 and from this had been deducted by the 
Solicitor the £2 costs and he had been credited in the Corporation 
Rent Book with £5.A lengthy discussion followed on this matter during which it v/as 
pointed out that by a Resolution of the Corporation full power had 
been . iven to the Rent Collectors to deal with defaulting tenants and 
that the present meeting had no power v/hatsoever to interfere. 
Nevertheless, it was decided that McEvoy should be communicated v/ith 
by the Tov/n Clerk and the fact pointed out to him that he had agreed 
to oay £1 per week until the arrears of rent and costs were cleared 
off, and if he was not prepared to keep this undertaking the Corporation 
could not interfere with the action of the Collector.

ROADS GRANT.
Under date of the 5th instant by letter No. SGT/32, the Minister for 
Local Government and Public Health intimated that a grant of £1500 had 
been made in the Roads Improvement Grant for 1939-40 to widen the 
carriageway, surface In reinforced concrete and construct footpaths 

at' Redmond Road. In this case it was pointed out that the Co. Surveyor 
had decided to do this work himself and the Mgryor stated that from the 
information ^iven him by the Co. Surveyor he intended to bring in 
rural workers to do the work.
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The committee were entirely opposed to this and arked the Borough 
Surveyor to carry it out, but Mr. McNally pointed out that the 
Assistant Co. Surveyor, in whose area this main road was situated,
v/as being paid extra money for administering this Road Grant, and 
consequently he did not see why he should carry out the work. He 
stated, further, that from his conversation with the Co. Surveyor it 
was the latter’s intention to only bring in a ganger from the rural 
area and to recruit town labour for the remainder, and he agreed to 
again get in touch with Mr. Barry, Co. Surveyor, on this matter. 
j Inal consideration of the matter v/as therefore adjourned pending 
tie result of Lir. McNally's conversation with the Co. Surveyor.

PETROLEUM LICENCES.
Licences under the Petroleum Act, 1871 v/ere submitted for signature 
in respect of the follor/ing premises: -

Messrs. Statham Ltd., Y/est Gate.
R. F. Roche, Redmond Road.
'Jreat Southern Railways, Custom House Quay.
Messrs. McCormack E: Hegarty, Custom House Q u a y .
The Wexford Motor Comnany, Lull Ring.
Messrs. Godkln C: Co./Ltd., North Main St.
Messrs. r. O'Connor c: Co., North Main St.
W h i t e ' s  H o t e l ,  F o r t h  r a i n  St.
’Vi 11l am Doyle, John St.
Messrs. J. J. Stafford t Sons, Paul Quay.
Mrs. Catherine O'Connor, Westlands.

All these premises it v /a s  s t a t e d  had been inspected and approved for 
the storage of petroleum by the Borough Surveyor and Sergeant O'Erien, 
Petroleum Officer, and the Licences were accordingly signed on behalf 
of the Corporation.

PETROL PUMP LICENCES.
Licences to maintain petrol pumps were also signed in respect o f  the 
premises of: -

The Wexford Motor Company.
!>. Patrick Mcyler, Forth End Garage.
Messrs. Ltatham Ltd., West Jate.

AGREEMENT.
jm  Agreement with Ur. James Hayes for the installation of electric 
li, ht fittings at Davitt Road, Forth and William Street was sealed 
and signed on the part of the Corporation.

HOUSING SCHEME.
A discussion took place regarding the preparation of a new Housing 
Scheme. It was pointed out that it v/ould be extremely difficult owing 
to the Present international situation to procure supplies of timber, 
and consequently, it might be necessary to have a concrete stairs, 
concrete floors and a concreJ e flat roof. This, however, did not 
meet with favour on the grounds that it would not give employment to

so it was decided, eventually, that the Borough Surveyor L  
a s s i s t e d  by M r. T. J. M i l l a r ,  Clerk of Works, should immediately prepare 
a "normal scheme f o r  s u b m i s s i o n  to the Department of Local Government 
a n d  Public H e a l t h  without delay, and if the Department suggested any 
alterations from t h e  o r t h o d o x  method of building in Wexford it should 
be further considered. The Engineers were also directed to prepare an 
alternative plan of a h o u s e  i n  tbae bungalow style.©: Wexford Borough Council
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..itn reference to minutes of last meeting when a complaint had been 
inrv.l.e tn:it an extension to watei service had been carried out by James
Jones , an unauthorised plumber, to a ouse L] ,
Borough Surveyor reported that the Turncock informed him the work 
consisted of̂  the extension of an existing service and did not contravene 
the .Waterworks Regulations, the work v/as v/ater tight and there v/as no 
waste. lie also reported that a mason and a carpenter v/ere emplô êd on 
.. ork c t the same time in connection with this house and the mason actually 

;/or:: ;̂0 facilitate the finishing of the water service extension.
Ac the Department of Local Government and Public Health hiad intimated 
they v/ere advised that the bye-law made by the Corporation prohibiting 
any person other than authorised waterworks plumbers to interfere w ith 
the ̂water system was ultra vires, it v/as decided that the Corporation 
Solicitor should be consulted on this matter having regard to an 
opinion expreseed by eminent Counsel that the Corporation v/ere within their rights.
It y as decided that the I.'inister should be communicated with and sent 
a copy of Counsel’s opinion which stated that the Corporation were 
within their rights in making such a bye-law.
as regards the general condition of this house, it v/as intimated that 
a previous owner had given an under taking that it would not again be 
used for human habitation, and It was decided to ask the I.Iedical Officer
of Health for a fresh report on the premises.

GRAVE SPACE - CROSSTOV/E.
V/ith reference to a discussion in March 1938 on the subject of a grave 
at Crosstown for Thomas Doyle, John Street, when the Corporation had 
decided to inform him that they could not grant the permission asked 
for, but that they would be prepared to provide the 9' of extra kerb 
necessary to enable him to enclose the new grave if he decided to 
purchase it, Doyle, under even date, stated that he was not prepared 
to accept anything less than a new grave free of charge.
It was decided to inform him that the Committee had nothing to add 
to their previous decision on the matter.

Salary - rate collectors.
An application from the Irish Local Government Officials Union for an 
increase of 1% In the pounda0e of Messrs. O’Leary and Curran, Rate 
Collectors, was adjourned for a report from the Town Clerk on the 
state of their collection.

WATER METERS.
The Borough Surveyor reported that for some time past he had been 
advocating the renewal of the present v/ater meters by more up-to-date 
ones as the meters in use were expensive to maintain. The manufacturers 
ere repared to allow a Discount of £10 off the cost of new meters 
against the old ones and it was unanimously decided that the new meters 
should be procured.The r own Clerk v/as asked to examine the question whether the corporation 
would be authorised to have meters placed in the Cinemas.

PUBLIC LIGHTING.
With reference to Minutes of last meeting when the question of the cost 
•of the Public Lighting during the black-out period was raised, the 
T.'i^tricity Supply Board under date of the 11th instant intimated that 
ts explained to* the meeting by the Town Clerk the matter was still the 
subject of legal examination.
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It v/as also decided to have the Lamp outside the technical School 
lighted.
The Corporation Solicitor submitted his Bill of Costs for the 
acquisition of land at Green Street from Messrs. P. Pierse & Co., 
v/hich amounted to £27. 16. 9 and his account for the purchase of a 
plot of round at William Street from Mrs. Annie Donoughoe, which 
amounted efe-*:i2. 9. 6 , and it v/as thought advisable that the Minister
for Local Government and Public Health should be asked to permit the 
payment of these accounts without taxation.

APPLICATION FOR OILSKINS.
The Caretaker of the Cemetery applied for a suit of oilskins for the 
Winter, and his application wae granted.

It was reported that James Delaney, ^ntelope Road, had vacated a
house and placed a sub-tenant named Pitham there, and it v/as unanimously
decided that full possession o'f the house should be obtained immediately.
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A Meeting or the Finance & '"forks, Etc., Committees was held this day 
at the Town Clerk1s Office at half-past seven o'clock p.m.
The Members present being:-
Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor (in the Chair)
Alderman Thomas Walsh.
Councillors: James Biliington, James Crosbie, James Sinnott, John

Biliington, Patrick Hawkins, Thomas Byrne, Thomas Hayes, 
Robert Moran, Patrick Atkins, James Murphy, Nicholas 
Connolly, and Thomas Dunne.

RATE COLLECTORS POUNDAGE.
With reference to Minutes of last Meeting when an application was 
submitted on behalf of Rate Collectors Curran and O'Leary for an 
increase of 1% in the poundage rate paid them, the Town Clerk, as 
requested, reported that in the year ending 31st March last Collector 
Curran's remuneration amounted, to £293 and Collector O'Leary's to 
£260, including in the latter's case £50 franchise fees.
It was thought that this remuneration was very fair and an increase 
at the present time could not be justified, consequently, it was 
decided to adjourn further consideration of the matter until the close 
of the Financial Year.

RATE COLLECTION.
The Town Clerk reported that the percentage of rates collected for the 
current year was 47^ by Collector Curran and 33^ by Collector O'Leary.

COLLECTORS COMMISSION.
Collector Curran applied for a sum of £100 on foot of the commission 
due to him and It was reported that he had collected up to the 16th 
instant £7649, and that the commission thereon would amount to 
£191. 4 . 6 , so it was unanimously decided subject to the approval of 
the Minister for Local Government and Public Health to recommend the 
Corporation to pay £100 on account.
Collector O'Leary applied for £80 on foot of the commission due to him.
It was reported that he had collected £4282 up to the 16th instant and 
that the commission thereon amounted to £107, so it was unanimously 
decided to recommend the Corporation subject to the approval of the 
Minister for Local Government and Public Health to pay Collector O'Leary 
£60 on account.

MALICIOUS INJURY.
There was submitted a Form of Preliminary Notice of Application for 
Compensation for Criminal Injury to property on behalf of Kate Hayes, 
a ward of Court, in respect of the destruction to the property known 
as "The Wexford Social and Tennis Club," situate at High Street, Wexford. 
The amount set out in the Claim was £210 but from the information at 
the disposal of the members it would appear that the damage was done by 
the tenants of the property who were considerably in arrear with their 
rent, and against whom a decree for possession had been obtained by the
The ̂members were unanimously of the opinion that^this was a case which 
should be fought to the bitter end and the Town Clerk was directed to 
instruct the Corporation Solicitor to oppose this case by every means 
in his power;

23rd October, 1939.
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BYE-LAWS - SLAUGHTER HOUSES.
It was reported that the bye-laws made by the Corporation on the 
14th August last, with respect to slaughter-houses and for the decent 
and seemly conveyance of meat through the public thoroughfares in the 
Borough, had been appoved by the Minister for Local Government and 
Public Health.

ALLOTMENTS.
A lengthy letter was read from the Department of Local Government and 
Public Health on the subject of the provision of allotments for 
uiBemployed persons during the 1940 season, and it 7/as decided as a 
first step to advertise for persons wishing to acquire allotments 
during this season.

UNEMPLOYED.
A letter was read from the Unemployed Association on the subject of 
their plight owing to the outbreak of war, and the consequent increase 
in prices of foodstuffs, and complained that the purchasing power of 
the dole had been reduced by at least 25$. Thye asked the Corporation 
to do everything possible to provide work for the unemployed.
This matter gave rise to a lengthy discussion, during which it was 
pointed out that the Corporation were doing everything possible to 
have the Waterworks Scheme, the Winter Relief Grants, and Housing 
Schemes pressed on with as little delay as possible. As regards 
Housing, a Scheme was in course of preparation by the Borough Surveyor 
for the erection of 54 houses at Green Street and this would be 
submitted to the Department for approval as soon as possible.
A further Scheme was also in course of preparation for the erection 
of houses on Harvey’s field at Thomas Street, and would also be sub­
mitted to the Department.

OLD FEVER HOSPITAL WALL.
V/ith reference to Minutes of last meeting wteen Councillor Hayes 
raised the question regarding the condition of the boundary wall 
between his house at Grattan Terrace and a field attached to the old 
Fever Hospital, the Borough Surveyor reported that he had inspected 
the wall and in his opinion It should be repaired with cement mortar 
in order to prevent rats from gaining access to the premises occupied 
by Councillor Hayes. Further, it would be advisable to lower the top 
of wall adjoining house so that debris, etc., could not fall into the 
gutter at the gable end of this house.
It was decided to communicate with the Board of Health who were the 
owners of the old ever Hospital on this matter.

W.C., HOUSE - WILLIAM ST.
The Tov/n Clerk reported that on the 19th September last a Notice had 
been served on the owner of a house at William Street occupied by 
Margaret Johnson, requiring the provision of a W.C., but nothing had 
been done to Install this convenience, so It was unanimously decided 
that the Tov/n Clerk should again communicate with the owner pointing 
out that unless she carried out the work the Corporation would be 
compelled to do It themselves and proceed against her for the costs.
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WATER - CINEMAS
As requested, the Town clerk reported on the revenues received from 
the Cinemas in Town through the Water Rate. The Capitol Cinema was 
valued at £70; the Palace Cinema at £50; and the Theatre Royal £16. 
ihe ..ater Rate was collected at the rate of l/- in the pound in respect 
of each of these buildings, which meant that the annual revenue was 
£3. 1 0 . 0 ; £2 . 1 0 . 0 .; and 16/-, respectively.
It v/as doubtful at the moment if the Installation of meters in these 
tnree cinemas would provide a bigger revenue than at present being 
received, so it was decided to take no action pending a general revision 
of charges for water w hen the proposed new Waterworks Scheme was In operation.

With reference to the provision of Sanitary Conveniences for houses 
at Bnrrack Street, which a Comiaittee had been appointed to Inspect 
with Dr. Sinnott, Dr. Sinnott submitted fresh reports on these houses 
and Councillor Byrne intimated that he was in attendance with the 
Dr. when he made this inspection. From the tone of the Doctor's 
report and the views of Councillor Byrne, it was very doubtful if 
these houses were fit for human habitation. So it was decided to 
have reports made by both the Doctor and the Borough Surveyor on the 
general condition of the houses before taking any further action in 
the matter.

A complaint was made that a considerable amount of refuse dumping was 
taking place on the streets and the S.S.0. was to be asked to make a 
report on this.
The Rent Collectors were to be asked for a report on the condition of 
Corporate houses from the point of view of cleanliness.
With reference to Minutes of last meeting when the question of the rent 
due by James McEvoy, Distillery Road, was under consideration, the Town 
Clerk intimated that he had written to McEvoy who had called on him 
and was very abusive. McEvoy, he stated, did not deny that he had 
made an agreement with the Corporation Solicitor to pay the arrears of 
rent and costs by instalments of £1 per week, but he now wanted to pay 
off the arrears by instalments of 2/- per week. The Town Clerk 
intimated that he was not prepared to recommend this, having regard to 
previous experience of McEvoy's promises. If* however, continued the 
Town Clerk, McEvoy was prepared to pay a sum of }.0/- per week, to 
include the current rent, until the arrears were wiped out, he thought 
the Collector would be prepared to allow the case to stand and give him 
an opportunity of clearing them off.
Ast his question of rent was entirely one for the collectors, the 
Corporation made no decision on the Town Clerk's report.

A complaint was made regarding the canditon of a wall at Foundary Lane 
and the Borough Surveyor was to be asked to inspect it.

HOUSES AT BARRACK ST

REFUSE DUMPING

WALL - FOUNDRY LANE
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A Statutory Meeting of the Corporation was held this day at the 
Town Cierk^ Office, Town Hall, Wexford, at half-past seven ofclock p.m.
The Members present being:-
Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor (in the Chair)
Aldermen: Thomas Walsh, and Robert Coffey.
Councillors: Thomas Byrne, Patrick Hawkins, James Gaul, James 

Billington, Nicholas Connolly, John Billington,
James Sinnott, James Murphy, Patrick Atkins, Thomas 
Hayes, James Crosbie, Thomas Dunne, Robert Moran, 
and Stephen McMahon.

MINUTES.
The Minutes of Meetings of the Corporation on 2nd ultimo; Finance 
and Works, Etc., Committees on 2nd, 16th, and 23rd ultimo were 
submitted for ratification and approval, and on the motion of 
Alderman Coffey, seconded ̂ by Alderman Walsh, the Minutes as 
submitted were taken as having been read and signed by the Mayor.

ACCOUNTS.
Liabilities which had accrued due up to the end of last month, 
amounting in the aggregate, to £9,480. D. 6 were submitted. 
Arising out of the accounts Alderman Coffey referred to the 
purchase of oil coats and remarked that they had always been 
bought locally. In reply to a query, the Town Clerk stated 
that they were purchased from the Contractor under the Combined 
Purchasing Act, and that it would be against the law to purchase 
the articles locally. The Town Clerk further stated that under 
the recent Act of Parliament dealing with Combined Purchasing 
an Officer of the Corporation was liable to a fine of £50 for 
permitting purchases to be made other than from the Combined 
Purchasing List.
The accounts having been examined were approved and an Advice 
Note signed to enable them to be discharged.

MILK DELIVERY.
Reference was made to the fact that milk was only being delivered 
in the Town once a day and members thought that such a method 
would have a deleterious effect on its quality, so it was decided 
to ask the Co. Medical Officer of Health if delivery of milk once 
a day had any effect on its quality.

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS.
The Caretaker of the Reservoir and the Sub-Sanitary Officer 
acknowledged Votes of Sympathy passed with them at last meeting, 
and An Taoiseach acknowledged receipt of the Resolution on the 
subject of Sponsored Programmes from Radio Eireann, and intimated 
that the letter had been transmitted to the Minister for Posts & 
Telegraphs. In reply to a query, the Town Clerk stated that he 
had received no acknowledgement to the communication sent direct 
to the Minister for Posts & Telegraphs.

REFUSAL ORDER.
The Public Health Committee recommended that a Refusal Order be 
made under the Milk & Dairies Act, 1935, in respect of tho applic­
ation §or registration of Martin Flood, Seaview, Murrintown, and 
on the motion of Alderman Coffey, seconded by Councillor Sinnott, 
the Order was .sealed on the part of the Corporation.

6th November, 1939.
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REPORT - BOROUGH ANALYST.

The report of the Borough Analyst for the Quarter ended 30th 
September last showed that he had examined samples from the 
Inspector of Pood & Drugs as follows:- nine of milk, one each 
of whiskey, port wine, buttermilk, olive oil, jam, butter and 
sherry, two each of margarine and cheese. In addition, he had 
examined four samples of butter submitted by Mr. E. Kenny,
Inspector of the Department of Agriculture!
All the samples submitted by the Inspector of Food and Drugs 
had been found genuine, but two of the samples of butter submitted 
by Mr. Kenny were found to have been adulterated, one contained 
16.6$ water and the second containing 17$ water.
The Town Clerk reported that on receipt of the reports from the 
Department of Agriculture in these two cases proceedings had been 
instituted against the Vendors, but the Inspector of the Depart­
ment of Agriculture, although he attended the Court, refused to 
give evidence in the case and the proceedings could not be con­
ducted in the orthodox manner.
As regards the costs, the Corporation Solicitor had been instructed 
to apply to the Department of Agriculture for a refurld of the 
costs incurred by the Corporation, having regard to the fact that 
such costs had arisen through the failure of their Officer to 
give evidence at the District Court.
This report was approved.

RESOLUTION - N. A. & I. D. ASSOCIATION.
A Resolution from the National Agricultural and Industrial 
Development Association calling on the Government to rc-consider 
their present financial Policy anew was submitted, and after 
some discussion the Resolution Was adopted on the motion of 
Councillor Sinnott, seconded by Councillor Byrne, with Alderman 
Coffey and Councillor Gaul dissenting.

ASSOCIATION OF MUNICIPAL AUTHORITIES.
At this stage, the Mayor gave a complete report of the proceedings 
at the Annual Conference of the Association of-Irish Municipal 
Authorities, which himself and Councillor Hayes attended on hehalf 
of the Corporation. At the conclusion of the report Councillor 
Biliington* moved a resolution of congratulation to the two 
delegates which was seconded by Councillor Sinnott and unanimously 
agreed to. COST OF LIVING.
At this stage Alderman Walsh referred to the cost of living and 
stated that Meat was being retailed in Wexford at 1/4d. and l/5d. 
per pound, whilst the price of this commodity in Dublin and Lork 
was 4d to 5d. per pound less.Very strong references were also made to the increase m  the 
price of sugar announced during the previous week, which increase 
the members held was entirely unjustified.
This matter of the increase in the cost of living had been referred 
to at the September Meeting, when the Town Clerk had been directed 
to communicate with the Department of Supplies, and in reply to 
a query, stated, he had received a reply that the contents of his 
communication had been noted by the Minister.
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A suggestion had also been made at the September meeting that a 
Local Committee should be set up to consider complaints of over­
charging which could be placed before the Ministry, but at the 
time it was considered that it would not be advisable for the 
Corporation to set up such a Committee pending know] edge of the 
Government’s proposals regarding the control of prices.
A very protracted discussion followed on this matter at the end 
of which it was decided on the motion of Alderman Walsh, seconded 
by Councillor Atkins, to request the Minister of Supplies to hold
an investigation into the cost of meat.
On the motion of Councillor Byrne, seconded by Councillor Atkins 
a very strong protest was made against the increase in the price of sugar.
As regards the setting up of a Committee, it was agreed that this 
should be done, and the following members were appointed to act 
thereon:- namely, Alderman Walsh, Councillors. Sinnott, Atkins, 
Hayes, Connolly, and Hawkins. Mr. Henry F. Doyle, of the Town 
Clerk’s Office, was appointed Secretary to the Committee.

UNEMPLOYED.
At this stage a letter was read from the Wexford Unemployed 
Association requesting the Corporation to receive a deputation, 
and it was decided to do so, but in Committee.
The Meeting thereupon went into Committee and the deputation
was called before them.
It appeared that the object of the deputation was to sec if the 
Corporation had any idea when the Winter Relief Grant Works would 
be commenced, as owing to the rapid manner in which the cost of 
living was increasi ng the unemployed, the deputation stated, 
were in a sad plight.
It was pointed out to the deputation that the Corporation had 
submitted their proposals for Winter Relief Grant Works as far 
back as August last, but up to the present had not received 
sanction, and it was decided to again write to the Department 
of Local Government and Public Health requesting them to be 
informed when sanction to the commencement of the Winter Grants 
might be expected.
‘̂he deputation was also informed that the Corporation were doing 
everything in their power to expedite work on the proposed new 
Waterworks.The deputation then withdrew, and the meeting terminated,
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A Meeting of the Finance & Works, Waterworks and Public Health 
Committees was held at the close of the above meeting the members 
present being the same asjkt the Statutory Meeting.

MAIN RUAD GRANT FEES.
With reference to Minutes of the Committee on the 16th ultimo when the 
question of the carrying out of work on the Main Roads was under consider­
ation, the Mayor stated that he considered it only fair that th© Borough 
Surveyor should be paid some extra remuneration for carrying out this 
work as the Assistant Co. Surveyors received such remuneration, but 
pointed out that it could not be taken from the Grant, and suggested 
that the Corporation should pay Mr. McNally fees at the rate of on 
the amount allocated, namely, £1500, so on the motion of Councillor 
Connolly, seconded by Alderman Walsh, it was unanimously agreed to recom­
m e n d  the Corporation to pay these fees, subject $ to the approval of the 
Minister for Local Government and Public Healtfr.

LICENCE.
An application for a Licence under the Explosives Act, 1871, was 
submitted from Mrs. M. M. Cooke, 77, North Main Street, Wexford, and 
it was unanimously agreed to grant same subject to the approval of the 
Superintendent of the Gardai Siochana.
A number of Licences under the Petroleum Act, 1871, were also agreed to#

APPLICATIONS FOR ALLOTMENTS.
The Town Clerk reported that he had received a number of applications 
for allotments from unemployed persons, and that it would now be 
necessary for the Corporation to acquire further land in order to deal 
with such applications, so it was decided to advertise for land in or 
near the town of Wexford.

EXCHANGE OF HOUSE.
An application from James Murphy, Whiterock View, ahd Laurence Grace,
Wolfe Tone Villas, to exchange houses was agreed to, on the motion of 
Councillor Connolly, seconded by Alderman Walsh.

PUBLIC LIGHTING.
The Town Clerk reported that under the Emergency Powers (Control of 
Lights) order 1939 normal public lighting would be permitted as from 
the 18th Instant, but it would have to be cowled and subject to 
instantaneous switching. On receipt of the Order he had taken up the 
matter with the Electricity Supply Board and given them Instructions 
to carry out the requirements of the Order in so far as public lighting 
In Wexford was concerned, and he now reported that the cost of this 
would amount to £50, portion of which would be recouped by the Depart­
ment of Defence under the Air Raid Precautions Act.
As regards the public lighting at Wolfe TonXe Villas and Whiterock 
View and the side streets leading from the quays, which were lighted by 
gas, he pointed out that he did not think It would be possible to have 
this method of lighting subject to instantameous control, and he was 
directed to confer with the Officials of the Local Gas Company to see 
what they could do in this matter.

6th November, 1939.
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FIRE BRIGADE HOUSES.
A letter from the Department of Local Government and Public Health 
under date of the 31st ultimo inquiring what rent it is anticipated 
wou^d be obtained from the tenants of the Fire Brigade houses, and 
whether it was proposed to advertise for tenants, was adjourned to next meeting.

CHANGE OF NAMES IN RATE BOOK.
At the request of the Town Clerk it was unanimoctsly agreed, on the 
motion of the Mayor, seconded by Alderman Walsh, to change the names 
of two persons in the Rate Books who were wrongly described, namely,
John Dolan, orFAythe to Thomas Dolan; Charlotte Whelan, Georges St. 
to Kathleen Whelan.

SUNDAY CINEMA EXHIBITION.
An application from the Manager of the Theatre Royal for permission to 
hold Cinematograph Exhibitions on Sunday afternoons was adjourned to 
enable the Town Clerk to obtain the opixiion of the Administrator on the 
application.

PAINTERS.
A letter was read from the Painters Society requesting the Corporation 
to employ more painters on their housing schemes, and the Borough 
Surveyor was requested, if at all possible, to in crease the number of 
painters at present employed.

FIRE.
The Town Clerk reported that a fire had occurred at the premises or 
Mr. John Codd, Mayglass, on the 30th ultimo, and that the Wexford Fire 
Brigade had been requested by the Gardai Authorities to attend.
He had sent an account to Mr. Codd for £25 for the attendance of the 
Brigade and had that morning received a letter enclosing a Cheque for 
this amount. Mr. Codd also conveyed his very best thanks to the 
members of the Brigade as but for them the remainder of the buildings 
could not have been saved.

RANGE.
An application from John O’Connor, Carrigeen Street, for a closed in 
r^nge was granted.

RATES - LENNON.
The Town Clerk reported that Mrs. M. K. Lennon, South Main Street, who 
owed a considerable amount of Rates had made him an offer to pay £100 
early in 1940 in complete discharge of all the Rates due to the 31st 
March next, and gave an undertaking to have the current rates paid as 
they became due afterwards. The amount of rates due by Mrs. Lennon was 
£270. 1 0 . 0 and the members considered that if £ 1 0 0 could be obtained if 
would be a very good settlement having regard to the fact that there was 
no property which could be seized on this estate.
With reference to the suggestion that houses be erected on a field of 
Mr. Robert Harvey’s, Thomas Street, the Town Clerk reported that he had 
interviewed Mr. Harvey on the subject. The land contained 1$ acres 
approximately, and was subject to a rent of £1. 8 . 4 per annum and Mr. 
Harvey was willing to dispose of the field for the sum of £200. The 
Members considered this offer reasonable and unanimously agreed to 
recommend the Corporation to accept it subject to the approval of the 
Minister for Local Government and Public Health.

6th November, 1939.
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GRAVEDIGGERS WAGES.
An application from John McDonald, Gravedigger, for an increase in his 
wages was referred to the Town Cle rk for a report.

REGISTERED PLUMBERS.
No action was taken for the moment on letters from the Plumbers Society 
regarding work carried out by non-reglstered plumbers in the Town.
A letter from the Trades Council was read asserting that no tradesman 
had worked with James Jones, non-registered plumber, at a lob in Castle Hill Street.

PUBLIC HEALTH BUSINESS.
Mr. Staples, V.S. under the Milk and Dairies Act, 1935, applied for an 
Increase In his remuneration of £30 per annum. He pointed out that 
in the Wexford Area there were upwards of 30 cowkeepers, purveyors and 
milk shops; in the New Ross Area, where there was only about 10 
registered, the salary was £60 to £70, and in the Gorey District, which 
was not an Urban Area, the Inspector was allowed £40.
In this connection reference was made to the proposals of the Corporation 
at present before the Minister for Local Government and Public Health 
to amalgamate the posts of Milk and Meat Inspectors under one officer and 
It was decided to forward a copy of Mr. Staples letter to the Ministry 
and to inquire when a decision might be expected on the amalgamation 
proposal.

REPORTS - M. 0. H.
Reports were read from Dr. Pierse, M.O.H., and Dr. MacDonald, Co. M.O.H. 
on the condition or the Convent of Mercy Schools, Georges Street, and 
both Medical Officers considered that they were in a very delapidated 
condition, the sanitary condition was a disgrace and most primitive In 
construction, and they both considered that the Schools were a danger 
to the health of the children.
It was pointed out that the Convent of Mercy had proposals before the 
Department or Education for the erection of new siiloois, so It was 
decided to send copies of the Medical Reports to the Department of 
Education with a request that they would be so good as to expedite a 
decision on anfcr proposals before them for the erection or new Schools.
It was reported that notice had been served on the Agent for owners of
5 houses at John Street on the 21st September last requiring the 
provision of water closets for the 5 houses within one month. Up to 
the present nothing had been done and it was decided to communicate with 
the Agent informing him that unless the work of providing the conveniences 
was proceeded with forthwith, the Corporation would be obliged to carry 
out the work themselves and proceed against the Estate for the costs 
incurred.A similar order was made in connection with a house at John's Gate Stretet 
occupied by Johanna Nagle, where a notice has been served on the owner 
requiring the provision of a W.C. against the end of September last and 
nothing had been done up to the present.
A letter was read from a Mrs. Ellen Gordon, Parnell St., the owner or a 
house at William St., on whom notice had been served requiring the 
provision of a W.C. for house occupied by Miss Margaret Johnson.
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6th November, 193y.

Mrs. Gordon asked to have the matter postponed for a short time, so 
it was decided to allow a further two weeks to have the work carried 
out.

The report or the Meat Inspector showed that he had examined 103 
cattle, 373 sheep ana swine. Of the cattle, 8 heads and 19 organs 
had been destroyed for tuberculosis and X2 organs for other diseases. 
Of the sheep, 4 organs were destroyed for diseases other than tuber­
culosis. The 39 swine were found to be in order.

REPORT MEAT INSPECTOR
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A Meeting of the finance & Works, Etc., Committees was held this day at 
the Town Clerk’s Office, at half-past seven o’clock p.m.
The Members present being:-
Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor (in the Chair)
Aldermen: Thomas Walsh, and Rooert Coffey.
Councillors: Thomas Dunne, Patrick Atkins, Nicholas Connolly, Stephen 

McMahon, James Sinnott, Patrick Hawkins, James Crosbie, 
Timothy Cashman, Robert Moran, James Billington, James 
Murphy.

Sitting as an old Age Pensions Committee the Meeting considered a letter 
from a Mrs. Doyle, of Abbey Street, whose mother Mrs. Panella Cloke, was 
an applicant for the Old Age Pension, but was mentally incapacitated and 
incapable of answering questions. Mrs. Doyle, therefore, applied to be 
appointed as Agent for her mother to answer any questions relating to 
the claim and to receive the Pension on behalf of Mrs. Cloke.
As several members were aware that Mrs. Cloke was incapable of answering 
questions, it was unanimously agreed on the motion of Alderman Walsh, 
seconded by Councillor Crosbie, to appoint her daughter, Mrs. Doyle, 
as Agent.

PETROLEUM LICENCES.
Licences under the Petroleum Act, 1871, were signed in respect of the 
premises of The Irish-American Oil Co., Ltd., Redmond Place, and the 
premises of Irish Shell at Trinity Street.

13th November, 1939.

PROPOSED NEW WATERWORKS.
With reference to the proposed extension of the Waterworks, Messrs. Delap
& Waller, Consultir^ Engineers, under date of the 8th instant stated that 
they had made application to the Superioress of the Convent of Mercy for 
a site for a water tower as indicated on a Plan attached. The site was 
the most suitable they could find and fitted in very well with the 
requirements in connection with the lay out of mains, etc. Theuenclosed 
a copy of a letter received from Messrs. Kirwan & Kirwan, Solicitors,
Rowe Street, Wexford, on behalf of the Convent of Mercy.
Mr. Kirwan stated that the Reverend Mother was at present proposing to 
acquire a vacant site at St. John’s Road for the erection of new Schools, 
the frontage of which could be improved by the acquisition of a small 
triangular piece of ground, the property of the Corporation, and she 
would be prepared to accept an exchange of the piece of ground in 
question for the proposed site of the water tower. If, however, the
project for the erection of the Schools did not go through, they would 
not require the piece of ground in question, and they would expect the 
sum of £ 7 5 for the site for the water tower.
With reference to this matter, the Mayor stated, that some time ago at 
the request of Mr. Kirwan, Solicitor, he had had an interview with the 
Reverend Mother of the Convent of Mercy and Mr. Kirwan on the subject 
of this plot of ground, and they had agreed, subject to the approval of 
the Corporation, that, if the Nuns required the site for the proposed new 
Schools at St. John’s Road that the Corporation should give them the 
triangular plot in exchange for a piece of ground at the rear of Mr. 
Q'uirke ’ s house, which adjoined this plot, Mr. Quirke not having the s ame 
amount of ground as other Corporation lessees in the vicinity, and he
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(Mayor) did not think it advisable for the Corporation to agree to the 
suggestion now made on behalf of the nuns that they should exchange this 
plot at St. John's Hoad for a site at Summerhill, and the Town Cierk was 
directed to lay these facts before Mr. Kirwan and to point out that so 
far as the Corporation were concerned the agreement made by the Mayor 
with himseir and the Revenand Mother still held good.
As regards the price of £75 asked for the site, the Town Clerk was 
directed to inform the Solicitors that they considered this price 
altogether unreasonable for approximately one-twelfth of an acre of 
ground, and thought that the site in question should be given for a 
nominal sum, more especially as the Convent of Mercy would largely 
benefit from the increased water pressure provided, by the tower.

MALICIOUS INJURY CLAIM.
ihe Corporation Solicitor requested permission to brief Mr. Fergus 
O'Connor, B.L. to defend the malicious injury claim of Kate Hayes 
against the Corporation in respect of damage to the premises at ^igh 
Street, Wexford, formerly known as "The Hibernian Social and Tennis 
Club."

LAND AT FARNOGUE.
Messrs. Little & Elgee, Solicitors, intimated that they were selling 
under the Land Acts part of the lands at Farnogue containing approx­
imately 4 acres, held by Miss Thompson from the Reps, of Archer, at 
the yearly rent of £3. 4. 8 . Archer held the premises which they w ere 
selling along with other lands forming part of St. Peter's College 
under lease to the Corporation at the yearly rent or £7. 7. 8, and they 
asked for permission to dispose of this land without going to the 
expense of hairing rent apportioned, and pointed out that there were still 
ample security for the Corporation's rent inasmuch as there was a surplus 
margin amounting to £33. 7. 6 per annum.
It was unanimously decided to grant the permission asked by Messrs. Little
& Elgee.
With reference to Minutes of last meeting when an application from the 
Manager of the Theatre Royal for permission to hold Cinematograph 
Exhinitions on Sundays during the winter months between the hours of
3 p.m and 5.30 p.m. was adjourned to enable the views of the Administrator 
to be obtained on the proposal, the Town Clerk reported that he had 
interviewed Father Sinnott who was teetotally opposed to such permission 
being granted, so it was unanimously decided to inform the Theatre Royal 
that the Corporation could not grant the permission so-ught.

APPLICATION - GRAVEDIGGER.
With reference to Minutes of last meeting when an application from the 
gravedigger for an increase of 5/- per grave was submitted, the Town 
Clerk reported that during the past three years McDonald's average 
remuneration was 30/4d. per week and that for the 12 months ended the 
30th September last his average remuneration was 28/6d. per week.
After some discussion it was decided to recommend the Corporation to 
grant McDonald an increase of 3/- per grave opened, on the motion of 
Councillor Hayes, seconded by Councillor Byrne. ^  V-

wHOUSE - JOHN ST.
The Town Clerk reported that some time ago a report had been submitted 
from the Medical Officer of Health intimating that the house at John St. 
occupied by Thomas McGuire was unfit for human habitation, and that the 
necessary notice under the Housing Act, ly31, had been served on foe 
owner, who had requested to be informed of what repairs were necessary 
to make the house fit. The matter had then been referred to the Borough 
Surveyor for a report, who stated that in his opinion, the house was not
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fit for human habitation and could not be economically made habitable.
He thought the house should be demolished, but pointed out that the 
adjoining house was in a similar condition and one could not be 
demolished without interfering with the stability of the other.
Having regard to the Surveyor^ report it was decided to request the 
Medical Officer of Health to make a report on the adjoining house.
Reference was made to the position of the Town during the coming Winter 
owing to the Public Lighting Restrictions. In so far as the actual 
town itself was concerned the lighting would not be too bad, but on the 
quays and streets leading therefrom, which were lighted by gas, they 
would be in absolute darkness, and the Town Clerk was requested to again 
take up the matter of these lights with the Wexford Gas Company.
In reply to a query, it was stated that there was no information yet 
available as to when the Winter Relief Grants would be commenced.
In reply to a query by Councillor Connolly as to whether the Plans for 
the proposed new houses at Thomas Street had yet been forwarded to the 
Department, the Town Clerk intimated that the Corporation had not yet 
acquired all the land necessary, and he had written to Mrs. Browne of 
Green Street inquiring if she was prepared to dispose of a quarter of an 
acre of the field held by her which adjoined Mr. Harvey1 s property.
So far, he had received no reply, andy at the request of Councillor Connolly 
stated^ that he would endeavour to interview Mrs. Browne the next day.

FuOTPATH - BRIDE St.
A complaint regarding the condition of the footpath outside Bride Street 
Church was referred to the Borough Surveyor for an estimate of the cost 
or replacing it.
With reference to the 14 houses at present being erected at William St. 
it was decided to communicate with the original applicants for these 
houses and inquire if their applications still hold.
The Meeting then terminated.
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20th November, 1939*

and Messrs. MoraGA^ 
eliminst ed, when

A Special Meeting of the Corporation was held this day (pursuant 
to the Mayor’s requisition) at the Town Clerk's Office, Town Hall, 
Wexford, at half-past seven o'clock p.m.
The Members present being:-
Richard Corish, Esq., Mayor (in the Chair)
Aldermen: *Thomaa Walsh, Robert Coffey, and James McMahon.
Councillors: Connolly, Hawkins, James Biliington, Thomas Byrne,

James Crosbie, James Sinnott, Patrick Atkins, Robert 
Moran, Thomas Dunne, and Stephen McMahon.

The First business was the selection of tenants for two vacant 
houses at Wolfe Tone Villas, lately tenanted by John Sutton and 
John Cullen, and on a poll being taken there voted for:-

Thomas Byrne, McMahon, Atkins, Dunne, Connolly, Sinnott, with 
Aldermen Coffey, McMahon and the Mayor. (1l)
James Gordon, Carrigeen St.- Alderman Walsh, Councillors Moran 
and Crosbie. (3)
It was se-en that Stephen Lewis had $ clear majority over all the 
rest and was elected tenvxt of Sutton1s house*
The Meeting then proceeded to elect a tenant for the house lately 
occupied by John Cullen, and on a poll being taken their voted for:-
James Gordon, Carrigeen St.- Alderman Walsh, with Councillors
Connolly, Hawkins, Byrne, Crosbie, and the Mayor. (6 )
Thomas Connors, Green St.- Alderman McMahon, Councillors Sinnott
and McMahon. (3)
John Rossiter, Wolfe Tone Villas, Councillor Moran. (1)
Michael Moran, Wolfe Tone Villas, Councillor Atkins. (1)
John Carroll, Castle Hill St.- Councillor Biliington and Alderman 
Coffey. (2)
James Swanson, Faythe.- Councillor Dunne. (1)
It was seen that no candidate had a clear majority and Messrs. Moran, 
Swanson and Rossiter each having only one vote were eliminafc ed, when 
Councillors Atkins, Moran and Dunne transferred their votes to Gordon 
giving him a total of nine.
Gordon had now a clear majority of the members present and was 
declared tenant.

HOUSES WOLFE TONE VILLAS.

Stephen Lewie, Bride St.- Councillors. Hawkins, James Biliington,
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(2) 20th November, 19.39-t

LAND THOMAS ST
Adverting to Minutes of laast meeting when the question of acquiring 
portion of a field at Thomas Street owned by Mrs. Browne was under 
consideration, a letter was now read from Messrs. Kirwan & Kirwan, 
Solicitors, on the subject which stated that his client, Mrs. Browne, 
v/as not the owner of the land in question in fee but held same for 
a leasehold term of 49 years from the ls$._ November, 1939, so the 
Committee directed that the matter be taken up v/ith the head land­
lord, Mr. Thomas Myler, v/ith a view to negotiating for the sale.

With reference to Minutes of last meeting when application was made 
to the Superioress of the Convent of Mercyyfor a site for a water 
tower, a letter was now read from Messrs. Kirwan & Kirwan, Solicitors, 
pointing out that in their opinion, the figure of £75 as the price 
for the site for the water tov/er was not unreasonable bearingrin 
mind the nature of the proposed structure and its probable effect" 
on the value of the rest of the land as building ground.- 
The Committee however considered this price excessive and directed 
the Clerk to point out that the Nuns v/ould bbnefit most from the _ 
erection of this tower owing to the very low pressure of wa£er in 
their vicinity, and that in their opinion the ground in question 
was not suitable for any other purpose, and having considered all 
the aspects of the case the figure asked for this land was absolutely 
out of the question.

cattle, 349 sheep and 3l swine. Of the cattle, 5 heads and 15 
organs had been destroyed for tuberculosis, and £ quarters for 
diseases other than tuberculosis. Of the sheep 12 organs were 
destroyed for diseases other than tuberculosis. The 3l swine were 
found to be in order.
A letter was read from the Department of Local Government and Public 
Health No. P.H. 5982/5/39, from which it was gathered that Mr. P. 
Staples, Inspector for the Supervision of the Milk Supplies of the 
Borough was now sanctioned so that his duties would include the 
Supervision of the Meat Supplies at 3 revised salary of £150 per 
annum, and it was decided to recommend the Corporation to appoint 
Mr. Staples to the joint posts.

Adverting to minutes of the 6th instant when it was decided to commun­
icate with the Agent of 5 houses at John St., where an order had been 
made for the installation of W.C.fs, a letter was now read from the 
Agent asking the Committee to adjourn the matter for the time being 
and pointing out that the owner of these houses had already installed
4 W.C.fs in adjoining houses at an approximate cost of £100.
After a' long discussion on this matter however the Committee could 
not see their way to alter their previous decision on the matter and 
directed that the agent should be so informed.

WATER TOWER.

i T

HOUSES - JOHN ST
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HOUSES - JOHN'S GATE ST
With reference to Minutes of last meeting when an Order was made 
requiring the provision of a W.C. in house of Mrs. J. Nagle, John's 
Gate Street, a letter was now read fromthe Agent asking if the Cor­
poration were prepared to give an undertaking that this house would 
not be condemned if the convenience were provided. It was decided 
to inf orm the Agent that as long as the house v/as kept in a reasonable 
state of repair, it would not be condemned.

With reference to last meeting of the Corporat ion when members 
raised the question of delivery of milk twice per day and requested 
a report from the Co. M.O.H. on this practice, the Co. M.O.H.'s 
report was now submitted to the meeting, who recommended the 
continuance of the practice of morning and evening delivery of milk 
in the Borough. This report v/as referred to the Monthly meeting.
The Mayor informed the Council that at the coming Conference of the 
Association of Municipal Authorities to be held in Dublin, he intended 
to vigorously oppose the Managers Bill which was now under going the 
second reading in Dail Eireann, and the Meeting unanimously endorsed 
his attitude.

REPCR T - M.O.H
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